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                   All eyes on 
political spending

FG, Nasarawa 
to fight against 

illegal mining  

Intending Pilgrims urged to top deposit 

Is this Mbappe’s final week as PSG players?

Yohaya commissions medical equipment donated to FTH

Abuse 
of court 
process,
Counsel 

fined

EFCC:

The news is everywhere: The nomination fees of two of Nigeria’s political parties have become the talk of 
the town. While it is mind blowing, Nigerians are wondering why the fees are as exorbitant and far from 
the reach of most office seekers in the land. Significantly, the Economic and Financials Crime Commission 
(EFCC) has since stepped into the search of getting to the root of how the monies were raised for those 
seeking to contest for the various positions. KATDAPBA Y. GOBUM takes a look at the implications and 
how if remedied will deepen the political space.                             Turn to pages 10, 31
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E d i t o r i a l

A few days ago, the Chairman of the National Drugs 

Law Enforcement Agency, (NDLEA), General 

Buba Marwa proposed drug test for all politicians 

before they are cleared to contest during the 

forthcoming general elections in the country. In 

his submission, the chairman noted that it was, 

indeed, high time all political parties make drug 

integrity test a fundamental component of their 

screening for aspirants seeking to become party 

flag bearers.

This development is coming on the heels of 

requests by many stakeholders in the country for 

the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission, 

(EFCC) to also investigate humongous amount of 

monies realized through the sale of forms by 

aspirants of all political parties which has so far 

run into billions of naira.

Interestingly, since the advent of this democratic 

dispensation in 1999, the behavioral attitude of 

some of these politicians have left much to be 

desired.  It is equally no longer a secret that 

many of them have continued to indulge in 

unexplainable actions and statements quite 

detrimental to the corporate existence of the 

nation. Many of their behaviours have also led 

many citizens of the country to question whether 

such politicians mentally fit to lead them.

But again, stakeholders have also opined that no 

definitive legislations have been put in place to 

curb these two issues in the country. For some 

time now, the increasing number of drug addicts 

in the country is becoming so worrisome to all 

and sundry. For the records, about eleven million 

Nigerians took are said to have taken cannabis as 

of 2018 while 14.3 million Nigerian aged 

between 15 and 64 years engage in drug use.

Consequently, Nigeria is projected to have 

approximately 20 million drug users, further 

deepening public health and public security 

concerns. Unfortunately, some politicians have 

been fingered in the provision of hard drugs to 

their teeming supporters in recent times. This is 

added to the uncontrollable amount of money 

presently ending up within the political circle 

which if not justifiable used could add to the fears 

in the hearts of the citizens. This is against the 

noticeable backdrop of money laundering and 

financial impropriety prevalent in the nation. 

Therefore, we must commend the National Drugs 

Law Enforcement Agency and the Economic and 

Financial Crimes Commission for suggesting that 

the needful be done to help sanitize the nation. If 

for nothing else, both organizations have a 

fundamental role to play so as to help ensure the 

successful staging of a hitch free 2023 general 

elections in the country. In this regard, all 

legislative requirements should be put in place to 

help give the two agencies the bite towards 

dealing with this menace.

We equally are of the opinion that Nigerians must 

support these agencies even as they intend to 

play a vital role in sanitizing the political arena of 

bad and incredible politicians who lack the moral 

unction to seek for elective positions during the 

forthcoming general elections in the country.
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Concerned Students in collaboration 
with the Fund Education Coalition 
protested against the protracted 
ASUU strike. They blocked major 
roads in Osun State, leading to 
gridlock.

The leader of protesters, Omowumi 

Abraham, said, “With our education, 

we are becoming a threat to those in 
government. They should fund 
education. In 2020, we were at home 
because of ASUU strike and 
coronavirus. There was a surge in the 
crime rate.  They should not toy with 
our future.  They should immediately 
reopen schools.”

In a similar vein, students of 
Adekunle Ajasin University Akungba-
Akoko, on Friday, also took to the 
streets protesting against the strike.

Speaking during the protest, 
President of the Students'  Union 
Government,  Kolade Ogunsanmi,  
said “ We, Nigerian students, 

Adekunle Ajasin University students, 
are on the street of Akungba to 
express our displeasure to the Federal 
Government and in no distant time, 
the government should answer ASUU 
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so that our universities can 

reopen.”
The Vice President of the 

Students'  Union,  Kemisola Salami 
said,  “ Our education is being 

truncated;  we are tired of sitting at 
home with no job;  we are using this 
medium to plead with Federal 
Government to meet with ASUU and 

end the strike.”
In  Imo State ,  un ivers i ty  

undergraduates also staged a 
protest on Friday against the 
lingering ASUU strike.

The Senate President of the 
National Association of Imo State 

Students, Alfred Jacinta, said, “We 

are giving them seven days to 
resolve their issues, else we will 
block all the major roads until our 
demands are met.

“We are not asking for too much. 

We are only asking that we should 
be allowed to complete our 
academic programmes. It is a time 
for us to say enough is enough and 

take our destinies in our hands.”
Federal Government.”

he Federal Government 
has expressed optimism 
that the decisions reached T

in its three-part meeting with 
university-based unions would 
yield fruits next week.

The Head, Press and Public 
Relations in the Ministry of Labour 
and Employment, Mr Olajide 
Oshundun, in a statement, said some 
agreements had been reached 
between the government and the 
unions.

The Academic Staff Union of 
Universities, the Senior Staff 
Association of Nigerian Universities, 
the Non-Academic Staff Union, and 
the Association of Academic 
Technologists are currently on strike.

The unions embarked on strike 
actions while demanding improved 
welfare packages, better working 
conditions and implementation of 
various labour agreements signed 
with the Federal Government 
between 2009 and 2015.

The Minister of Labour and 
Employment, Senator Chris Ngige 

said, “We had a cordial and fruitful 

discussion;  we looked at the issues 
dispassionately and reached some 
agreements,  to the satisfaction of 

everybody in attendance.”
Ngige said the meeting was moved 

out of the labour ministry because 
gove rnment  i nvo l ved  some 
interested parties in a bid to resolve 
the dispute with the unions.

The parties were the Chief of Staff 
to the President and Chairman of the 
three-part meeting, Prof. Ibrahim 
Gambari, the Chairman of the 
Nigeria Inter-Religious Council, the 
Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Sa'ad 
Abubakar III, and the President of 
the Christian Association of Nigeria 
and co-chair of NIREC, Rev. Sampson 
Ayokunle.

The negotiation team also had the 
Ministers of Labour, Finance, 
Education, ASUU leaders, and other 
stakeholders.

The Minister of Labour said, “We 

discussed. Everybody was happy. We 
reached some agreements, and we 
hope that by next week those 
agreements will start maturing.

“The four unions will also go and 

brief their members so that they can 

call off the strike.”
The minister said the issues in the 

2009 agreement, such as the 
renegotiation of the condition of 
service and the wage review could be 
concluded next week.

In his remarks, Gambari lamented 
that the perennial problems in the 
universities had culminated in the 
mut i l a t i on  o f  the  na t i on's  
educational calendar.

He urged ASUU to return to the 
classrooms while negotiations were 
ongoing, to avoid violence by 
students who had begun blocking 
roads and airports in protest of the 
prolonged strike.

He gave the assurance that the 
P r e s i d e n t ,  M a j o r  G e n e r a l  
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), was 
determined to put an end to the 
negative developments in the 
nation's tertiary institutions.

We need predictable and quality 
education so that the human capital 
required to move our country 
f o rward  w i l l  be  deve loped  

consistently,” Gambari said.
Ayokunle, on his part, also 

appealed to the unions to return to 
work in the interest of the children 
and the nation.

The ASUU President, Prof. 
Emmanuel Osodeke, urged the 
government to give quality attention 
to education, saying all the problems 
in the sector could be amicably 
resolved if the government does the 
needful soon.

Meanwhile, students of the 
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, 
under the aegis of the Great Ife 

complainant has forwarded 

evidences of his claim, the Prophet 

swiftly took the case to the Anti-

Cultism Unit of the Police, Jos and 

the complainant, Adewumi Abayomi 

and his wife were detained and 

locked up for 48 hours without bail 

at the Police Headquarters Jos and 

later transferred to C-Division Police 

Station. 
 He, thereafter, took the couples 

to the Central Area Court 1, 
Kasuwan Nama Jos claiming 
c r i m i n a l  c o n s p i r a c y  a n d  
deformation of character. That there 
was a facebook picture and write up 
posted on the accused and wife's 
account produced by computer 
E6420 according to Section 84 of 
the Evidence Act 2011.

However, when the Court was 
ready to receive the said witnesses,  
the prosecuting counsel could not 
produce the witnesses as he earlier 
assured claiming ill-health of his 
witness without any medical report 
attached to his claim, hence the 
attraction of #20,000 fine. 

In an effort to reach the Prophet in 
question, he said he was at the 
mountain in Lafia Nasarawa State at 
the time of filing this report praying 
and promised to get back to our 
correspondent when he returns 
because he cannot talk on phone. 

All efforts to hear from the 
Prosecuting Counsel proved 
abortive as declined questions from 
journalists. Meanwhile, the State 
Command's Police Public Relations 
Officer (PPRO) Gabriel Uba 
confirmed that the Police was aware 
of the case since the Prosecuting 
Attorney was in the case. 

After all said and doned, he 
ordered the Prosecuting Counsel to 
pay the fine before or on the 
adjourned date of June 20, 2022 to 
enable him continue with the case.

HE Presiding Judge sitting in 
Area Court 1, Hon. G. I. Adam, Thas fined Prosecuting Counsel,  

Twenty Thousand Naira (#20,000) in 
a case filed by one Prophet Moses 
Essessein, for trying to deceive and 
manipulate Court Proceedings.
 The fined was necessitated by the 
actions of the Prosecuting Counsel 
Inspector Vincent Ijuptil Thlawur, 
who earlier assured the court twice 
that his two witnesses were in court 
and ready to testify, only to later say 
that 0ne witnesses, Paul Nimyel, was 
not medically fit to testify when the 
hearing proper begun. 

However, the defendant's Counsel, 
Ralph Monye Esq, argued that the 
Prosecuting Counsel has no regard 
for the court describing it as a 
contempt and deceit to the Lordship 
and supremacy of the court and 
requested the court to charge him a 
fine of two hundred thousand naira 
(#200,000), which was reduced to 
#20,000 fine by the presiding judge 
Hon. Justice Adam.

Earlier, there was mild drama when 
the Prosecuting Counsel ran out of 
court without applying for a stay of 
action to look for his witnesses who 
were not in court after the three 
minute recess ordered by Hon. G. I. 
Adam forcing counsel to the 
defendant to called for trashing of 
witnesses appearances.

  It would be recalled that, Prophet 
Moses Essessein, of former Mount 
Zion Miracle Ministry now known as 
Garden of Prayer Miracles Ministry 
Bassa, was dragged to court for 
alleged enticement of married 
women, adultery, procuring abortion 
and Criminal Intimidation, Criminal 
Conspiracy respectively. 

  It was revealed that in trying to 

dispal the allegations labelled against 

him after realising that the 

Agreement reached with ASUU, 
others, strike ends soon –FG2023 and need for 

drug integrity test

Abuse of court process, counsel fined
BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA



T is no longer news for journalists 
to be attacked in the course of Icarrying out their legitimate 

duty. There are several cases to cite as 
instances where journalists have 
suffered in the course of carrying out 
their legitimate assignments.

In Nigeria as in many other 
countries, there have been instances 
where members of the fraternity had 
been attacked, maimed and even 
killed in the most despicable manner 
for carrying out their legitimate duties 
at various points. Sadly, only in a few 
cases have the perpetrators being 
apprehended. The question to ask is: 
When will the law catch up with 
others?

The lot of the journalist anywhere in 
the world has been regrettable. While 
some have been maimed, a lot more 
did not survive to tell their stories to 
the world; some of the cases were 
imagined.

These stories have continued, even 
with thicker consistency. It is not for 
nothing that the United Nations 
declared an International Day to End 
Impunity for Crimes against 
Journal ists,  h ighl ight ing ' the 
instrumental role of prosecutorial 
services, in investigating and 
prosecuting not only killings but also 
th rea ts  o f  v io l ence  aga ins t  
journalists'.

'Committee for Protection of 
Journalists (CPJ) disclosed recently 
that 16 journalists were killed this 
year 2022, 293 were imprisoned in 
2021 and 65 are missing globally. 
According to the International Press 
Institute (IPI), in 2021 alone, 45 
journalists were killed across the 
world, 28 were killed in retaliation for 
their work, three killed while covering 
armed conflict, one killed on 
assignment, two died while covering 
civil unrest and 11 deaths are under 
investigation. The top four countries 
that had the most killings of 
journalists in 2021 were Mexico with 
7, Afghanistan, 6, India, 6, 
Democratic Republic of Congo 3.

'While killings are the most extreme 
form of media censorship, journalists 
are also subjected to countless 
threats-ranging from kidnapping, 
torture and other physical attacks to 
harassment, particularly in the digital 
sphere. Threats of violence and 
attacks against journalists in 
particular create a climate of fear for 
media professionals, impeding the 
free circulation of information, 
opinions and ideas for all citizens. 
Women journalists are particularly 
impacted by threats and attacks, 
notably by those made online.'

Every November 2 is observed 
globally for that purpose. Journalists, 
from all intents and purposes, are 
meant to be provided protection in 
their line of duties. However, it is sad 
to note that they have been attacked 
in the course of carrying out their 
constitutional duties. This is a sad 
commentary.

It is sad to hear that those who 
attack journalists in this part of the 
world are not in tune with the work of 
the media; otherwise, they may not 
treat them like enemies of the society. 
But even at that, it is on record that 
educated people treat journalists with 
disdain, and sometimes a false claim 
that they have overstepped their 
boundaries. They believe that 
Journalists are merely interlopers, 
minding the business of other people.

On April 28, 2022, a group of 
journalists numbering 14 had 
accompanied Senator Nora Dadu'ut 
who was commissioning an ICT center, 
a project executed by her office. It was 
a welcomed development as it was 
celebrated. However, moments later, 
what started in celebratory notes 
turned sour; leading to the 
destruction of property, which 

included the Senator's pilot car as well 
as the NUJ hummer bus.

Both vehicles were set on fire by an 
irate mob that threatened fire and 
brimstone, as they blocked them from 
leaving Namu, while alleging that 
some youth in the area were earlier 
arrested by security personnel. They 
feared that they may not return home 
in one piece, citing a sad example in 
the past where one was picked only to 
return to Namu on stretcher, even as 
he didn't live to tell his story.

The Senator and the 14 Journalists 
escaped by whiskers. How they 
escaped from the scene of the attack 
is left to imagination; however 
returning to their various churches to 
offer thanks to God cannot be out of 
place. To get to Jos, they took refuge 
in a truck that conveyed yams to the 
city. But before then, they were 
humiliated by the mob demanding 
they answer for a crime they knew 
nothing about.

Two days after the event, the Nigeria 
Union of Journalists, Plateau State 
Council did what most people who 
heard of the incident appreciated. The 
Council condemned what the 
attackers did and said it was time 
someone got punished for treating 
journalists with impunity. It was a 
strong message directed at such 
misdemeanors.

The NUJ Chairman, Paul Jatau also 
called on security agencies to fish out 
the perpetrators of the dastardly act 
and punish them accordingly to serve 
as deterrent to others contemplating 
such action. From the reports, it does 
appear that Namu has sadly become a 
hotbed for criminal activities; for 
which there is need to stamp the rising 
wave; otherwise, one would not know 
what may happen next.

That explains why the NUJ has called 
on government to come 'down hard on 
the perpetrators, as Namu has 
become a hotbed of violence and 
criminality and the state cannot afford 
to continue on that path”.

Narrating how the incident occurred, 
the Chairman stated that no sooner 
had Senator Dadu'ut made to leave 
after commissioning an ICT Hub/E-

Library when the road was blocked 
and they  were  immed ia te ly  
surrounded by the hoodlums.

He said that though no life was lost, 
the Union's Hummer Bus donated by 
the Plateau State Government in 2008 
was burnt alongside the Senator's 
pilot Hilux van.

Addressing a press conference at the 
NUJ Press Centre Jos on Friday, the 
Chairman of NUJ Plateau State, 
Comrade Paul Jatau observed with 
total disgust that the said journalists 
became object of attack for carrying 
out their constitutional duties.

“The Nigeria Union of Journalists 
(NUJ), Plateau State Council 
condemns the unwarranted and 
unprovoked attack on its members 
who were there to serve the society. 
We wonder why journalists are being 
targeted while carrying out their 
legitimate duties”.

Senator Nora Dadu'ut, who was 
reported injured during the attack, 
has paid a visit to the Plateau State 
Council of the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists, where through her 
representatives expressed regrets 
about what happened to its members 
at Namu on April 28, 2022. The 
Senator prayed that the perpetrators 
of the act 'will have a change of heart 
and desist from such barbaric 
behaviour which disturbs the peace 
we all desire'.

Fifteen years down the line, it will be 
recall, Musa Nuhu of NAN, Moses 
Ezulike of The Daily Champion, Isaac 
Agbo of The Nation, Chiwo Avre of 
Leadership, Emmanuel Adinoyi of AIT, 
Judith Adama of New Nigeria, Reuben 
Emeje and Sudan Lar of NTA were 
killed when they accompanied former 
Governor Joshua Dariye on an 
inspection tour of the southern zone to 
inspect projects. Sometime in 2010, 
two reporters of The Light Bearer were 
killed around Rikkos in Jos. Since then 
nothing has been done as the 
perpetrators were not brought to 
justice.

It has been said, and rightly so, that 
'journalism as a tasking and risky 
profession as the journalists could not 

do a good job without stepping on 
toes from time to time'. There is no 
denying the fact: 'In the course of 
performing their duties, journalists 
were often times exposed to danger, 
which may lead to their untimely but 
painful death'.

Some journalists are attacked on 
account of being biased in their 
reportage, as well as being members 
of a political movement. While that is 
partly responsible, it is expected that 
they are circumspect in dealing with 
the public on a daily basis in the line of 
duty.

“But in the course of trying to report 
the truth, many toes are stepped 
upon. Life expectancy of journalists is 
very low because of the hazards of 
their profession. Many journalists are 
physically maimed in the War fronts 
and conflict zones'.

It was Joseph Ari, the Director 
General of the Industrial Training 
Fund who stated that: Most of the 
times, reporters face harassments 
and premeditated assaults by the 
military, the police and the state 
security service, among others just to 
prevent them from exposing grievous 
issues.

Risks have become an integral part 
of journalism that is why they should 
tread softly by making safety 
uppermost in their minds.

Sadly, 'Journalists have become 
endangered species. Several have 
been harassed, imprisoned or worse, 
killed, in the line of duty'.

'The UN is also weighed in on the 
growing global push encouraging 
more transparency regarding how 
internet companies exploit citizens' 
data; how that data informs 
predictive models and artificial 
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  e n a b l e s  
amplification of disinformation and 
hatred. This was underlined in the 
Windhoek+30 Declaration.'

'It ultimately boils down to the 
safety of journalists worldwide. How 
can journalists conduct their duties in 
safety without being victims? How can 
they continue to work without fear of 
being harassed or killed in their quest 

to bring out the truth to society?
'The answer to these questions is for 

countries to join the fight for the 
rights of journalists and prevent them 
from becoming an endangered 
species.

'In Nigeria, we urge the federal 
government to take up this task as 
well, to protect journalists making the 
environment safe for them to carry 
out their duties, and ensure that 
freedom of speech is given in its 
totality and the rights of Journalists, 
both foreign and local, are respected'.

Above views are instructive in many 
ways. We can help journalists in the 
course of doing their legitimate 
duties. The journalist is not an 
enemy; sadly however, the society 
treats him as such. That is why the 
Namu episode suited the attackers.

It is instructive that certain 
developments after the destruction 
have established the fact that criminal 
elements took advantage of the 
circumstances. I am aware that the 
Plateau journalists who were on the 
entourage used every available 
means to get to the root of the attack.

They failed on account of the fact 
that the attackers had made up their 
minds to extract a pound of flesh from 
the visitors, who, I gathered were told 
they needed to find out why the 
security operatives had taken away 
their 'compatriots'. As if to be certain, 
they had the power to bring them 
back, they were instructed that 
should anything happen to them, they 
will be held liable. That was a tall order 
that could not be met.

The vehicles were destroyed in 
frustration that the senator could not 
accept to fish out those who took 
away their 'compatriots'. They were 
said to have destroyed and pillaged 
stores at Namu as security measures 
were put in place to stem the tide. The 
act gives the impression that there 
are some criminal activities that have 
been left to fester, and these must 
have to be addressed; otherwise, we 
are a long way from having Namu as a 
peaceful community.
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Namu: A day in the life of Plateau journalists

“It is instructive that certain 
developments after the destruction 
have established the fact that criminal 
elements took advantage of the 
circumstances. I am aware that the 
Plateau journalists who were on the 
entourage used every available means 
to get to the root of the attack.”

Paul Jatau, NUJ ChairmanBurnt NUJ bus
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ENUE Rebirth Movement B(BRM) has called on 
Benue Political Leaders to 
revert to the agreement of 
zoning made in 1998.

This was made known during 
a press conference in Jos 
recently. Speaking on behalf 
of the group, General GO Ejiga 
(rtd) empharsised  that it was 
agreed at a meeting at the 
return to democratic politics in 
1999 that the governorship 
position will rotate between 
the zones that make up the 
state.  This he said was 
reviewed and realized that the 
previous elected governors, 
Aper Aku and Father Adasu 
were all from zone A. It was, 
therefore  time to rotate to 
zone B and rotate to C, A and 
B. But this agreement was not 
kept when it was time for zone 
C to produce a governor and 
this is still not feasible.

H e  d e c r i e d  t h e  
marginalization of the Idoma 
to become governor in Benue 
State through the zoning 
system. 

Ejiga further said that in a 
state where Idoma people 
make up one senatorial zone, 
it is not right to deny them 
same access to power like 
zone A and B. This goes to 
show that Benue State is a 
state where Idoma people 
cannot be governor, speaker, 
lead the judiciary and the like. 

He alleged that governor 
Ortom had gone on air to say 
that an Idoma person cannot 
be governor because they 

don't have the population and 
they did not vote him and have 
no claim to the governorship 
position, because according to 
him democracy is about 
number.

General Ejiga reiterated that 
no single senatorial zone can 
win the governorship election 
without votes from other 
zones.

He said judging from the 
utterances of Ortom which is 
not expected of a governor, 
portrays to his Idoma subjects 
that he hates them. He said it’s 
unfortunate that he keeps 
reminding the Idomas and 
other tribes, that the majority  
Tiv race cannot be used as a 
basis of selecting political 
leaders in Benue. Stressing 

that the politically mobile 
m a j o r i t y  s h o u l d  b e  
encouraged to hire and retain 
the talents of skilled people 
which could be used for the 
progress of the state. 

He also lamented the call by 
the governor to create 
division between the Igede 
and the Idoma which is not 
right.

He commended Plateau 
State for respecting its 
senatorial zoning and rotation 
which has brought stability to 
the state. He expects that Tiv 
political leaders in Benue 
should take a queue from 
Plateau and stop creating 
unhappiness, inferiority 
complex and despair in Idoma 
land. 

ABBA/Bunu/ I j umu  KFederal Constituency 
Aspirant, on the platform of 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Right Hon Matthew 
Kolawole who also is the 
Speaker of Kogi State 
House of Assembly, says 
that he will prioritise job 
creation and empowerment 
Programmes for the youths 
if given the mandate to 
represent his people at the 
National Assembly come 
2023 general elections.
  Kolawole gave the hint on 
recently, at the ongoing 
Media Parley organised by 
the Nigeria Union of 

Journalists, (NUJ), Kogi 
State Council in Lokoja for 
politicians seeking election 
to represent their people at 
the National Assembly from 
across all political divides.
  According to him, his 
political pedigree over the 
years would provide him a 
strong base to lobby for 
m o r e  d i v i d e n d s  o f  
d e m o c r a c y  t o  h i s  
constituents at the national 
level, if he wins the election
Kolawole, recalled that he 
has been in the business of 
economic empowerment 
programme through which 
he has been uplifting the life 
of youths, students and 
widows among others from 
p o v e r t y .

On insecurity, the speaker 
argued that though he is 
not a security expert, he 
recently donated a Sienna 
bus and a motorcycle to 
Vigilante in Kabba to aid 
their efforts in curbing 
insecurity and enable 
farmers return to farm 
without recourse to attack 
b y  c r i m i n a l s .
  In his remarks, the 
chairman of the council, 
Alhaji Adeiza Momohjimoh, 
described the speaker as a 
media friendly individual 
and urged Journalists to 
give him the needed 
publicity to boost the 
success of his political 
ambition.

HERE was a time we spoke 
with one voice because there 
was nothing like religion or T

ethnicity in our vocabulary. We 
respected each other's way of life 
and gave each other the needed 
space to be who they were.
There was a time we were our 

brother's keeper. Harm to one was 
harm to all. One remembers quite 
vividly a fight we had with our 
neighbours on the other side of the 
street in Gangare, Barkin Ladi. On 
our own side, we were among the 
Christian minority- we were just 
about 5 families among about 100 
Moslem families. On the other side 
were the Berom, Christians, the 
original indigenes of that area. At 
some point, we were forced to fight 
with the locals to get them to 
respect us and let us be.
On the day of the fight, I was not 

aware that my Moslem friends had 
chosen me as their representative 
to fight for them against the leader 
of the opposing group. It was a 
plump boy who looked so big due to 
his weight and height.
I stood outside the large circle 

made by the two divides and their 
supporters. When Goliath came out 
and started taunting Gangare girls, 
all eyes turned on me. My 
objections fell on deaf ears as my 
younger sister and Gangare girls 
dragged me to the middle of the 
circle to fight for them. You could 
say the size of Goliath put fear in 
me. And like David, I was so 
smallish.
Goliath saw my objection as a 

hisign of weakness. But that was 
his mistake. The moment his hands 
pushed me, it awoke one anger in 
me. It was the only time he 
touched me before I beat him to a 
stupor. Being smallish, my strategy 
was to be as fast as I could in fights 
using my hands, legs, and head. In 
no time, Goliath was down 
breathing heavily. And cheers 
greeted my efforts.
What am I trying to say? We were 

Christian minority living among 
Moslem majority. But it was all for 
one and one for all. When we were 
taunted by the locals, we all fought 
as one irrespective of our religion 
or ethnic group.
Till date, we see each other as 

brothers and sisters. This is 
because that was how we lived 
together in the early 80s. Our 
neighbours looked out for our own 
interests and vice versa. 

Sallah celebration used to be a 

time we looked up to because we 

used to celebrate together with our 

Moslem neighbours. In fact, we the 

Christian minority used to enjoy 

more goodies and delicacies because 

everyone wanted to register his 

presence not only because they were 

generous, but because we had grown 

to love and cherish our relationship.

Once upon a time, we used to have 

what we call Jos guys. These 

encompassed everyone that had 

ever sojourned in Jos whether as a 

student, corps member, professional 

or frequent visitor. Anywhere we 

meet till date, we regard ourselves as 

one irrespective of religious beliefs, 

political affiliation and or ethnic 

group. 

One was shocked recently, when my 

niece told me that in their school in 

Abuja, those of them that have an 

affiliation with Jos call themselves 

Jos family. And they often have each 

other's back. I was touched because 

my niece is from Niger State but 

usually spends her holiday in Jos with 

me. That is enough for her to call 

herself Jos girl. 

Among my contemporaries, there 

are Ibo Jos guys, Yoruba Jos guys, 

Idoma Jos guys, Hausa Jos guys, you 

name it. And we all have the best 

interest of Jos at heart. 

How you know they have the best 

interest of Jos is when they tell you: 

'There is no place like Jos'.  They 

don't allow anyone to spoil the image 

of Jos or give the wrong impression 

about Jos or its people. And their 

actions are not detrimental to the 

progress of Jos.

Their existence is a plus to Jos. We 

have families like the Onigbindes 

whose businesses grace every area 

of Jos; the Olagbameros, Baloguns, 

Suon of Ogbomosho, the Ozors, 

Elabos, the Ohadikes,, the Afodiles, 

the Isholas, etc. These families have 

become household names because 

they have made Plateau their home 

and all their actions are geared 

toward prospering the state.

Where is the new crop of youth who 

want Plateau to bleed coming from? 

Do they know our history? Or are 

they on a mission? Whatever it is, we 

stand on the promises of God. God 

will contend with those who contend 

with us...

If you have a stake in Plateau, your 

actions show it. By their fruits, we 

know them. You will want the best for 

Plateau, you will do the best for 

Plateau and you will be the best for 

Plateau.

However, if all you want is for 

Plateau to bleed, then you are 

helping in the ministry of Satan - to 

steal, kill and destroy.  And soon the 

wave will catch up with you. For 

whatever you sow, you will reap. 

There are no two ways about it.

By HENRIETTA GONZUK

THE Plateau of our dream

Body calls on leaders to respect zoning

Reps aspirant to prioritise job creation 
From AMEDU JOSEPH, 

Lokoja

TF o o d  a n d  D r u g  
Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC) has signed a 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understanding (MoU) with 
the National Youth Service 
Corps (NYSC) for the 
promotion of healthy living 
among Nigerians.

This is contained in a 
statement by the Director, 
Press and Public Relations, 
NYSC, Mr Eddy Megwa, on 
Friday in Abuja.

At the ceremony, the 
Director-General of NAFDAC, 
Prof. Moji Adeyeye, said that 
youth corps members'  
presence in all the 774 Local 
Government Areas (LGAs) of 
the country would be a good 
driver of the initiative.

HE National Agency for This, she said, was because 
they would serve as change 
agents to sensitise Nigerians 
to the dangers of drug abuse 
and expired drugs, especially 
at the grassroots.

She said that the agency's 
mandate was to safeguard the 
health of Nigerians alongside 
the Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs).

“The MSMEs are the ones 
that actually drive the 
economy and having NAFDAC 
desks in the 774 LGAs will 
bring NAFDAC closer to the 
people through the youth 
corps members,” she said.

The Director-General of 
NYSC, Maj.-Gen. Shuaibu 
Ibrahim, represented by the 
Director, Legal Services, Mr 
Ibrahim Tijani, assured that 

the scheme would abide by 
the terms of the MoU.

He commended NAFDAC for 
the initiative adding that 
youth corps members would 
b e  h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  
collaboration, given the 
successes they had recorded 
i n  p r e v i o u s  n a t i o n a l  
assignments.

A lso,  Mr  Abdu l rasaq  
Sa lawu,  the  D i rec tor,  
Community Development 
Service and Special Projects 
of NYSC, said the MoU was 
long overdue.

He added that corps 
members would always be 
ready to create awareness on 
government's programmes 
and activities geared toward 
nat iona l  deve lopment.  
(NAN)(www.nannews.ng)

NAFDAC, NYSC sign MoU to promote healthy living 

Ejiga
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ROVOST of the College of 
Education Gindiri Dr. PEmmanuel Daniel Jurta 

has promised to work together 
a s  a  t e a m  w i t h  t h e  
management, staff and the 
various unions of the college 
so as to move the institution to 
a higher pedestal.

Dr. Jurte stated this while 
speaking to the staff of the 
college during interactive 

nd
session and 2  workers day 
celebration and 2022 merit 
award, held at the institution's 
auditorium, last Thursday.

He said that the interactive 
session was for the new 
substantive management to 
know the staff of the college. 
He thanked Governor Simon 
Bako Lalong of Plateau State, 
and the 14 governing council 
member for finding the new 
management worthy to serve 
the institution in their various 
capacities.

Dr. Jurte explained that the 
new management on board 
would give utmost priority to 
the s ta f f  t ra in ing and 
emphasized the need for 
academic institutional best 
research urging them to do 
more on inaugural lectures.

He called for understanding 
from the stakeholders and 
applauded the effort of the 
deputy speaker House of 
Representative Abuja, Rt. Hon 
Idris Maje for facilitating the 

roads network within the 
college.

The provost appreciated the 
TETF fund for its various 
interventions infrastructural 
development in the college 
a n d  a s s u r e d  o f  t h e  
management readiness to 
continue partnering with the 
TETF fund.

Dr. Jurte also assured the 
var ious un ions o f  the 
i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
management would look in to 
the issue of reviewing the law 

that established the college 
stressing that the issue of 
turning the institutions to a 
degree awarded one would 
also be pursued.

He congratulates all the long 
serving meritorious award 
recipients whom the provost 
described them as mentors to 
those who had pass through 
the college. He said that he 
was impressed with the large 
turnout of the staff, urging 
them to sustain such tempo.

Dr. Jurte also told the staff 
that the management is going 
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to operate an open door 
policy for any constructive 
critism.

In their separate remarks, 
c h a i r m a n ,  C O E A S U ,  
Comrade Yaknan Cirfat, 
NASU Comrade Musa Manga 
and SSUCOEN, Comrade 
Joseph Longner who was 
represented Samuel Dabit 
expressed hope with the 
c r o p  o f  t h e  n e w  
management on board, 
adding that they were 
equally optimistic that they 
would change some of the 
negative narrative that the 
college was still battle with 
them for years.

They stressed the need for 
staff development, such as 
workshops, seminars and 
conferences both within and 
outside Nigeria, pointing out 
that for over a decades now 
thing have not been going 
well. They called on the 
management to look into 
the issue of lack of the 
re l ease  o f  the  s ta f f  
promotion and temporary 
staff that have been in the 
college for many years 
without confirmation.

The meritorious award 
recipients, Sylvanus D. 
Datal, Nuhu T. Ayuba and Dr. 
Polycarp Bedung all said 
that they were very elated to 
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  
considering them for the 
award which they described 
as very historic.

From JIDAUNA DARING, Gindiri

A S A R A W A  S t a t e  NGovernment is considering 
the upgrade of the state's 
College of Health Science and 
Technology Keffi to a degree 
awarding institutions. 

Already, the college has been 
in collaborations with various 
Health training institutions 
from across the country to 
enhance its capacities in 
producing adequate and 
competent manpower needs to 
boost the health care delivery 
sector. 

The state Commissioner for 
Health Pharmacist Ahmad 
Baba Yahaya made the 
disclosure while speaking with 
newsmen after the induction 
ceremony of 62 graduants of 
the Medical Laboratory Science 
Technologist by the college in 
Keffi during the week. 

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
collaboration the college has 

already entered with the 
Ladoke Akuntola University 
Ogbomosho, the Ahmadu Bello 
University Zaria, Nasarawa 
State University Keffi among 
others is the first step towards 
such effort in order to raise it to 
such status. 

“The collaborations has 
indeed open so many windows 
for us to explore and work 
towards such development and 
with the strong commitment of 
Governor Abdullahi Sule led 

administration in the state we 
are quite sure we can get 
there” he stated. 

The Commissioner who 
expressed his satisfaction 
w i t h  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  
achievement being recorded 
by the college, urged the 
management to continue to 
do their best in taking the 
institution to the next level. 

He them assured that the 
state's government on its 
part would not rest on its oars 

towards ensuring that it 
continue to support the 
college within the available 
resources at its disposal. 

Meanwhi le, our man 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  
Commissioner who attached 
a high significance to the 
o c c a s i o n  w a s  a l s o  
accompanished by the 
permanent secretary in his 
Ministry Mrs Janet Angbazo 
among other dignitories.        

From MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, 

Keffi

THE National Chairman of the 
All Progressive Congress 

(APC) Senator Abdullahi Adamu 
has pledged to discharges his 
duties with a high degree of 
Responsibility equity and 
fairness and justices to all in line 
with policy thrust of the party. 

Speaking during a valedictory 
meeting organized in his 

honour by the stakeholders of 
the party in the Nasarawa 
Western Zone Senatorial 
District in Keffi during the 
weekend, Senator Adamu re-
assured that as a leader with 
vast political experiences he 
would do his best towards 
carrying all along and build a 
united party that would at the 
end of the day sustained its 
victorious. 

Senator Adamu who was 
represented by the State's 
Chairman of the party Mr. John 
DW Mamman  the re f o r e  
expressed his gratitude for the 
teeming members of the party 
in the Nasarawa Western zone, 
the State and the country for 
the ir  overwhelming and 
encouraging support that has 
succeeded in making him the 
National Chairman of the party. 

While soliciting for their 
continued support, prayers and 
co-operations, he advised the 
people to make sure that the go 
and validate their Personal 
Voters Card (PVC) to enable 
them vote during the forth 
coming elections in the country

In their various, speeches the 
Speaker of the Nasarawa State 
House of Assembly Hon Ibrahim 
Balarabe Abdullahi described 
Senator Adamu as a great 
political leader and an asset to 

the zone, the state and the 
country, given his remarkable 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
development of the state and 
the country as well as 
mentoring people to become 
self reliant and successful in 
their various  endeaviours. 

He then assured him of their 
full support and co-operations 
to enable him succeeds in the 
task of taking the party to the 
next level. 

In his contribution an elder 
of the APC in the zone and top 
ranking Lawmaker Senator 
Abubakar Danso Sodangi 
tasked both the leadership 
and follower ship of the party 
in the zone to continue to 
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  
commitments towards the 
victory of the party in the 
zone, the state and the 
country as a whole. 

Wh i l e  c ong ra tu l a t i ng  
Senator Adamu for the victory 
he has gained during the just 
c o n c l u d e d  N a t i o n a l  
convention of the party, he 
prayed for his success in the 
general administration of the 
party. 

Highlights of the occasion 
include the delivery of 
sol idar i ty speeches by  
various chieftains of the party 
in the zone. 

From MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI,
 Keffi

Provost promises team work

APC national chairman promises fairness

Academic Staff Union of Polytechnics (ASUP)  embark on a 
nationwide strike action on Wednesday in protest against the 
non-implementation of the Memorandum of Action reached 
with the Federal Government in May 2 0 2 1 .

The zonal coordinator of zone D, which comprises of South-
South and South-East, Mr.Precious Nwakodo, hinted about the 
nationwide strike action at a press briefing held in Auchi 
Polytecnic, Auchi, Edo State on Monday.

He said that the planned strike was hinged on the yet to be met 
demands among which are non-release of the 1 5  billion 
Revitalisation Fund approved over a year for the sector to 
address infrastructural deficit as contained in the 2 0 1 4  Needs 
Assessment Report.

Nwakodo,added that Federal and State governments had failed 
to commence payment of ten months arrears of the new 
minimum wage after three years of signing the bill into law, 
stressed that many states of the Federation were yet to 
implement the new minimum wage in various institutions.

Plateau, South African Company to invest in agric 
business

Plateau State Government and a South African Company 
Wellington and White have agreed to invest in agribusiness in the 
State.

This was disclosed when the State Governor Simon Bako Lalong 
received the Managing Director Mr. Ian White and his team on 
Tuesday at the Government House, Rayfield, Jos.

White said Plateau has a lot of agaric potentials and a fertile 
soil where anything can grow,  that is why his organisation took 
the opportunities partner with the state to explore its 
agribusiness potentials 

He added that his company, based in South Africa has worked in 
Kenya and other countries they have identified to produce crops 
to a commercial level and to remove the middle man to enable 
the growers gain more from their farm produces.

Zoning is the best in democratic setting
PDP Presidential aspirant in 2023 general election and Bauchi 

State Governor Bala Mohammed has said zoning is the best way 
for internal democracy.

Governor Bala made the assertion while conversing for voters 
from Niger State Delegates in the fourth coming PDP National 
Delegate Convention slated for 2 3rd May,  2 0 2 2 .

He said, I don't see zoning as a problem, it depends on how you 
see zoning, and it is a formula brought for devolution of power 
between the generating entities.

Bala, maintained that zoning remained the only way to ensure 
equity, fair play and justice in a democratic setting

Buhari condemns murder of Deborah for alleged 
blasphemy

President Muhammadu Buhari has condemned the murder of a 
female student in Sokoto, Deborah Samuel, for alleged 
blasphemy.

“President Muhammadu Buhari strongly condemns the resort 
to self-help by the mob in sokoto, resulting in violence, 
destruction and killing of a second year student of Shehu Shagari 
College of Education, Sokoto, Deborah Samuel, following an 
allegation that she had blasphemed Muhammad, the Prophet of 

Islam on Thursday,”  the president's spokesperson, Garba 
Shehu, wrote in a Friday statement.

“No person has the right to take the law in his or her own hands 
in this country. Violence has and never would solve any problem."

He directed the Ministries of information and culture, Police 
Affairs,Communications and Digital Economy to work with GSM 
providers to help contain the spread of false and inflammatory 
information through social media.

Buhari, extended the nation's condolences to the family of the 
deceased student and wish those that were injured quick 
recovery.

APC Presidential aspirants submitted nomination forms
Bola Tinubu, Yemi Osibanjo, Rotimi Anaechi, Godswill Akpabio, 

Ogbonnaya Onu, Rochas Okorocha, Ibikunle Amosun, Tunde 
Bakare, Ben Ayade, Dave Umahi, Kayode Fayemi, Emeka 
Nwajiuba, Ken Nnamani, Yahaya Bello, Mohammed Badaru, 
Ahmed Yerima, Ajayi Boroffice, Uju Ohnenye,Nicholas Nwagbo, 
Dimeji Bankole, Ahmad Lawan, Akinwumi Adesina, Timipre 
Sylva, Ikeobasi Mokelu and Tein Jack Rich.

Naira crashes as aspirants mop up dollars
Ahead of the primaries of the two leading political parties, the 

All Progressives Congress (APC)  and People Democratic Party 
(PDP) aspirants are mopping up dollars across the 
country,leading to further depreciation of the naira.

It was revealed that dollar has hovered between N550 to N570 
in the last two months before it jumped to an all-time high of 
N595 at the black market

It was gathered that many commercial banks are running out of 
dollars as they are unable to meet up with many requests from 
customers.

There are fears in some quarters that the exchange rate might 
climb to N600/$ as the scarcity persists 

Nigeria needs 250,000 hectares
Executive Secretary, National Sugar Development 

Council(NSDC), Mr. Zacch Adedeji has said that Nigeria needs 
cane plantation of 250,000 hectares of land to attain self-
sufficiency in sugar production 

He stated this during a courtesy visit by the management of 
Abukakar Tafawa Balewa Teaching Hospital in Abuja on Friday 

He added that importation of raw sugar into the country is a 
setback, drawing back the sector.

Adedeji, said that with 150,000 hectares of acquired land to be 
irrigated and grow cane, the sector would meet 50 percent of 
what is required in the country.

Compiled by HOSEA NYAMLONG

ASUP begins nationwide strike

Dr. Jurta
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 BEFORE it became known as 
Correctional Centres, if 
anyone was incarcerated in 
any erstwhile Nigeria Prison 
Service, it was usually 
understood that the person 
had been confined to eternal 
damnation until when events 
showed that rather than being 
the most dreaded place, 
p r i s o n s  ( n o w  c a l l e d  
Correctional Centres) are 
actually reformation centres, 
especially judging by its name.
 The wrong perception was so 
because in the past, anyone 
who once went into the prison, 
but was lucky to come out 
safely, had one debilitating 
story or another to tell; 
however, recently all that 
seemed like mysteries.
 A fortnight ago, during the 
11th convocation ceremony of 
the National Open University 
of Nigeria (NOUN), its vice-
chancellor, Professor Olufemi 
Peters, announced that 25 
i n m a t e s  f r o m  a c r o s s  
Correctional Centres in the 
country were part of the 
graduates. The announcement 
was taken like a pinch of salt 
until he further gave the 
details. Giving a breakdown, 
Prof Peters said out of the said 
25 in number, one of them was 
a post-graduate student with a 
master's degree while the rest 
were first degree holders.
 Prof. Peters said, “We went 
out of our ways to provide 
learning tools for those willing 
to study in those Corrections 
Centres in line with our 
mandate of breaking every 
barrier against education. 
Detention is not a barrier and 
thank God the Correctional 
Centres provided the platform 
for us to do that.”
That was not all; not too long 
ago, a viral video of a young 
lady, Chidinma Ojukwu, took 
over the social media when 
she was shown participating in 
a beauty pageant parade at 
the Kirikiri Prison in Lagos as 
against what most people 
thought are the peculiarities of 
prison life.
 Chidinma, who was implicated 
in the death of Super TV boss, 
Michael Ataga, and sent to 
prison was recently crowned 
Miss Cell 2022 as part of 
events to mark the 2022 
International Women's Day. 
Whoever saw the video would 
never have imagined that the 
beauty pageant was actually 
held within the four walls of 
Kirikiri Prison, but that was it. 
Although counter reactions 
trailed the viral picture/video, 
especially as it concerns the 
feeling of the deceased's 
family, the video portrayed 
Correctional Centres as 
another world of its own where 
reformation of characters 
takes place.

 When former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo came out 
of prison in 1998, he told the 
whole world while interacting 
with some officials of the 
Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN) that he became 
a regenerated human being 
while in prison. Recounting his 
experiences, the former 
president said, “I met Christ 
while I was in prison. There, 
the only companion I had was 
my Bible and old newspapers 
plus frequent visits from 
prison evangelists. That was 
how I gave my life to Christ.”
  Obasanjo is not alone in this 
as a former governor of Abia 
state, Orji Uzor Kalu, once 
admitted shortly after his 
release from Kuje Correctional 
Centre Abuja in 2020 that he 
met God while in prison. 
According to him, even though 
he was treated as an 
'execut ive'  inmate, his 
experiences showed that 
detention centres are also 
reformatory centres for 
anyone willing to live a better 
life after the confinement.
  Corroborating this, a former 
Deputy Comptroller General of 
Prison, Uche Kalu, said that it 
was a wrong perception held 
by many that whenever 
anyone is held in any of the 
confinement centres; that is 
the end of life.
  “During my years in service, 
we made it a matter of policy 
to ensure that even though 
most prisons were old in 
outlook, we ensured that 
inmates undergo proper 
reformation programmes in 
order to avoid being a 

nuisance when they come into 
the society. A badly/poorly 
treated inmate is a potential 
danger to society if eventually 
s u c h  c o m e s  o u t  o f  
confinement. That is why I am 
happy that today the name 
now reflects the mandate. 
Oftentimes, that was part of 
the memo we presented 
be fo re  the  board  and  
graciously the board gave 
approval even with the limited 
resources at government 
disposal,” he said.
 When asked if the quality of 
infrastructure in the country 
was anything compared to 
what  obta ins  in  o ther  
developed countries, he said, 
“Although one cannot compare 
the quality of amenities in 
overseas prisons with Nigeria, 
we were also mindful of 
minimum standards in line 
with available resources.”
 A former inmate of Lafia 
Prison, now a furniture maker 
in Kugbo, Abuja, Adindu 
Adinuba, told this reporter that 
there is a difference between 
police detention cells and what 
is known as conventional 
prisons. He said so in his 
capacity as someone who had 
experienced both.
 He said, “In 2007, I was 
implicated in an incident 
involving burglary at a tyre 
depot in Mararaba and 
arrested by the police. Initially, 
I was locked up at Uke Police 
Station, but was later charged 
to court and later sentenced to 
prison. For the three months 
that I was in the police cell, life 
was hell. That was when some 

human right crusaders who 
heard about our case insisted 
that we be charged to court. 
That was how I ended in Lafia 
Prison.
 “In the prison, we had food; 
we were trained on various 
crafts like carpentry, roofing 
and tailoring apart from going 
regularly to the prison farm 
where we also learnt how to 
cultivate certain crops. I chose 
carpentry because I was 
actually interested in it before 
I got implicated. Luckily in 
2014, having found nothing 
wrong in my case file, the 
former Chief Justice of the 
state released me and other 
inmates, but before then, I 
already learnt carpentry, so it 
was not too difficult for me to 
adjust when I came out. There 
is a difference between police 
station detention and prison.”
 A prison evangelist, Pastor 
Celestine Mathew, in his view, 
said contrary to what people 
think is the state of inmates in 
prisons, it is actually a 
reformation centre spiritually 
and otherwise.
 “I have been a prison 
evangelist since 2007 after the 
Lord told me that I should 
close my church in Benin and 
move to Abuja. Since then, I 
have been on missionary and 
evangelical visits to many 
prisons around Abuja like 
Kuje, Suleja, Lafia, Koton 
Karfe and Kabba.
 “I discovered that even the 
prison authorities have a 
liberal policy of allowing us to 
visit the inmates with the word 
of God and because of that, I 
have firsthand knowledge of 

how inmates are treated. Many 
of those who later left prisons 
are preachers today. Some are 
good members of the society 
while some are even part of 
our evangelical team to other 
prisoners whenever we visit 
them. Even though I do not 
pray for anyone to be confined 
before one can learn, life in 
prison is not a death sentence, 
but reformatory,” he said.
 According to a development 
architect, Olarewaju Osho, 
happenings in Correctional 
Services are shielded from 
most Nigerians.
 He said, “Most Nigerians don't 
bother about it until they have 
a reason to pay a visit to any 
prison across the country.
“Even as a visitor, you can only 
see a tip of the iceberg. It is 
difficult to see or know many of 
the things going on behind the 
walls unless one is an inmate 
or a staff member. One of the 
other ways to know the truth 
about the state of affairs is to 
speak with an inmate or a staff 
member.
 “Nigeria Prisons can truly 
become Correctional Centres 
where the return rate of 
of fenders is drast ical ly 
reduced to the lowest level 
possible. They can become 
n u r s e r i e s  o f  d e s t i n y  
transformation where people 
go in as offenders but come 
out as agents of change. To 
achieve this would never be 
business as usual. The time to 
try and force change is now.”
 The story of the 25 inmate 
graduates of NOUN and Miss 
Ojukwu may have changed the 
c i t i zens '  percept ion  o f  
Correctional Centres across 
the country.

Are correctional centres death homes or reformation centres?
Recent events in Correctional Centres appear to have changed the citizens' perception of prison confinement. ELEOJO IDACHABA
 in this piece examines the experiences of persons who have one way or the other been involved.



ccording to them, when 
language, a fabric of Aculture dies, the culture 

goes also with it to extinction.
Similarly, linguists often argue 

that languages become extinct 
due to globalisation, politics, 
e c o n o m i c  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  
neocolonialism, among other 
reasons.

They emphasise that there 
might be extinction of some 
languages if there are no more 
known native speakers of the 
language, especially if the 
l a n g u a g e  h a s  n o  l i v i n g  
descendants.

According to them, a language is 
endangered when speakers 
decide that it is better for their 
children's future to acquire 
language they believe it is tied to 
economic success, such as 
English language.

With this attitude, researchers 
note that almost half of the 
languages known today could go 
to extinction in future.

In Nigeria, for instance, 
preservation of mother languages 
as a cultural heritage receives 
little attention, analysts argue.

They observe that the younger 
generation does not have deep 
knowledge of their language 
culture to understand the need to 
appreciate their mother language 
as a tool for deepening cultural 
values.

In the light of this, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural  Organisat ion 
(UNESCO), observes that 29 local 
languages in Niger ia are 
endangered and the number will 
increase except deliberate efforts 
are made to address the situation.

For the United Nat ions, 
International Mother Language 
Day, celebrated on every Feb. 21, 
recognises that languages play a 
vital role in development in 
ensuring cultural diversity and 
intercultural dialogue.

In the last edition of the day, the 
theme focused on: “Using 
technology for multilingual 
learn ing:  Cha l lenges and 
opportunities''.

UNESCO, during the observance 
of the day, expressed worry that 
“linguistic diversity is increasingly 
threatened as more and more 
languages disappear globally''.

UNESCO Director-General 
Audrey Azoulay therefore calls on 
countries to defend linguistic and 
cultural diversity, observing that 
40 per cent of the population does 

not have access to an education in 
a language they speak or 
understand.

According to her, four out of 10 
children worldwide do not have 
access to education in the 
l anguage  they  speak  o r  
understand best; meaning the 
foundation for their learning is 
more fragile.

“From the very first day of 
school, many schoolchildren have 
the ambivalent experience of 
discovering one language – and 
the world of ideas which comes 
with it – and forgetting another 
one: the language they have 
known since infancy.

“This distancing from the 
mother tongue affects us all, for 
linguistic diversity is a common 
good and the protection of 
linguistic diversity is a duty'', she 
said.

Azoulay notes that every 
language has a certain rhythm, as 
well as a certain way of 
approaching things and thinking 
of them.

“Learning or forgetting a 

language is thus not merely about 
acquiring or losing a means of 
communication. It is about seeing 
an entire world either appear or 
fade away,'' she observes.

Azoulay says the International 
Mother Language Day would 
begin to give new momentum to 
protecting indigenous languages.

Ms Andriamiseza Noro, an 
education programme specialist 
in UNESCO, also believes that 
technology has the power to 
address some of the biggest 
challenges in education and 
language acquisition.

Some stakeholders, therefore, 
call on parents, school systems 
and government to adopt 
approaches that will inculcate 
cultural values in the society, 
especially on children.

A linguist in Jos, Mr Audu Silas, 
notes mother languages in 
addition to the three major 
Nigerian languages should be 
included in school curriculum, 
especially the basic education 
system.

He advises that the elites in the 

society ought to contribute 
towards developing their 
mother languages to salvage 
them from extinction.

He observes that this can be 
done through engag ing  
scholars for outreaches, 
translating literature materials 
or books in their languages 
whi le using Information 
Communication Technologies.

H e  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  
stakeholders, especially the 
elderly, should organise 
campaigns to preserve cultural 
h e r i t a ge  by  p r omo t i ng  
transmission of their language 
to the younger generation.

Silas observes further that 
inferiority complex among 
speakers of minority languages 
has affected speaking some 
indigenous languages, insisting 
that no language is superior to 
others.

He calls on the National 
Orientation Agency, Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism, National 
Council for Arts and Culture and 
other cultural institutions, to 
educate the public against 
stereotyping people because of 
their languages.

A mother in Jos, Ms Fatima 
Adamu, cautions parents 
against insisting on speaking 
English language to their 
children and neglecting their 
mother languages even in 
mixed marriages.

“Some children even do not 
speak their mother language in 
spite their parents being from 
the same ethnic group; so, 
deliberate effort by parents is 
required to teach their children 
their mother language,'' she 
notes.

Also, the chairman of the 
Parent Teachers Association of 

Nigeria in Plateau, Mr Tali Danjuma, 
notes that negligence by parents has 
been a factor affecting the learning of 
mother languages.

“Most parents have been making 
that mistake once they relocate to a 
particular place maybe they leave 
their village; they use a different 
language such as English language 
and with time, they will not be able to 
communicate freely with their own 
mother tongues.

“Please, help the future generation 
to understand their languages, 
cultural heritage to stop modern 
languages in the country from going 
to extinction,'' he pleads.

In her observation, Mrs Kaneng 
Gbadamosi, a research student with 
the University of Jos, says videos and 
audio material should be adopted in 
the teaching of Nigerian languages as 
some textbooks may not give much in 
their teaching.

“If there are literatures, videos and 
audios, it will help. You will find out 
that the missionaries who came to 
Nigeria learned local languages with 
learning aids and were able to speak 
Nigerian languages; yet some of us 
do not speak the languages,'' she 
observes.

Analysts hope that the society will 
reflect on UNESCO's directives on 
making deliberate efforts to salvage 
mother languages from extinction.

They also call on language experts 
and stakeholders to take advantage 
of the potential of technology for 
learning mother languages.

They believe that complying with 
the UNESCO's guidelines on how to 
save indigenous languages from 
extinction will underscore the 
importance of International Mother 
Language Day celebrated annually 
since 2000 to raise awareness on 
language, cultural diversity and 
mu l t i l i ngua l i sm  a round  the  
world.(NANFeatures)
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“According to her, four out of 10 children 
worldwide do not have access to education in 
the language they speak or understand best; 
meaning the foundation for their learning is 
more fragile.From the very first day of school, 
many schoolchildren have the ambivalent 
experience of discovering one language – and 
the world of ideas which comes with it – and 
forgetting another one: the language they have 
known since infancy.”

Preventing mother languages from extinction
RESEARCHERS observe that language is what makes people humans; a dynamic integral part of culture and 

a constituent part of human civilisation. ISMAIL ABDULAZIZ writes.



oday we will be looking at 
cultural literacy and the impact Tit can have on peace in the 

society. Looking at our society today 
from an international Management 
perspective, it will not be far fetched 
to say that we are unschooled in the 
area of cultural literacy and its 
impact on human interaction.

We know that human interaction is 
inevitable because no man is an 
island. We know that human 
interaction can become explosive or 
implosive depending on our 
understanding and how it is done. We 
know that our behaviour is 
conditioned by our culture and our 
environment. Therefore, it means 
that culture is a very vital part of 
human interaction. The question is, if 
culture is such a vital determinant of 
our behaviour, how schooled are we 
in each other's culture. In other 
words, what is the level of our 
cultural literacy?

What is cultural literacy and 
why is it important?

According to life literacy 
Canada: Cultural literacy means 
being able to understand the 
traditions, regular activities and 
history of a group of people from a 
given culture. It also means being 
able to engage with these traditions, 
activities and history in cultural 
spaces like museums, galleries and 
performances. Culture is how a 
group of people lives. It includes 
their language, arts, science, beliefs 
a n d  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  
understanding of their environment. 
Being culturally literate can help you 
understand, relate to and interact 
w i t h  p e o p l e  f r o m  d i v e r s e  
backgrounds that may be very 
different from your own. It can be 
especially important to be culturally 
literate if you are part of the 
dominant culture. Seeing, hearing 
and learning about how other people 
live can make you more culturally 
sensitive and aware. Learning about 
different cultures can open your 
mind to different ways of life. 
Cultural literacy helps to develop a 
range of skills like communication 
and self-reflection. Cultural literacy 
positively affects society. It reduces 
prejudice and inequality based on 
culture, increases the value placed 
on diversity and difference, 
increases participation in social and 
community practices. 

According to Western Sydney: 
Cultural literacy is important both to 
individuals and to the society they 
live in. As an individual, your cultural 
literacy will help you to successfully 
interact with people from diverse 
backgrounds…. It helps you to 
deve lop  a  c r i t i c a l  cu l tu ra l  
perspective, especially if you are part 
of the 'dominant culture': instead of 
taking your own cultural beliefs and 
practices for granted and seeing 
them as 'normal', you can see them 
in the context of many cultures and 
evaluate their strengths and 
limitations… Cultural literacy also 
helps you develop associated skills, 
such as communication and self-
re f lec t ion.  Cu l tura l  l i teracy 
contributes positively to the society 
in which you live. It reduces 
prejudice and inequality based on 
culture, increases the value placed 
on divers i ty,  and increases 
participation in the social practices of 
that society, including access to 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,   
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au
/studysmart/home/cultural_literacy
/why_is_cultural_literacy_important

Looking at the forgoing, we can 
infer that cultural literacy helps us to 
develop cultural sensitivity in our 
interactions with people who are not 
of our culture. When we use tact and 
diplomacy in the way we speak or 
behave towards others, putting into 
consideration, their cultural context 
as opposed to self-referencing, we 
practice cultural sensitivity. The 
following excerpt on the meaning of 
cultural sensitivity is from Wikipedia:

 At base, it is the knowledge, 
awareness, and acceptance of other 

used to describe those skills acquired 
to embody cultural sensitivity, 
particularly in the workplace. 
Cultural  sensit iv i ty requires 
flexibility.

Based on an analysis of sources 
found in the same search, the 
following definition was adopted: 
"Cultural sensitivity is employing 
one's knowledge, consideration, 
understanding, respect, and tailoring 
after realizing awareness of self and 
others and encountering a diverse 
group or individual”. There are many 
different types of cultural diversity in 
any society, including differences 
such as marginalized or socially 
excluded groups; ethnicity; sexual 
orientation; disability; values and 
cultural norms; cultural sensitivity is 
relevant to all of these.

Support of cultural sensitivity is 
based on ideological or practical 
considerations. Former Secretary-
General of the United Nations, Kofi 
Annan, and advocated cultural 
sensitivity as an essential value in 
the modern world: Tolerance, inter-
cultural dialogue and respect for 
diversity are more essential than 
ever in a world where people are 
becoming more and more closely 
interconnected.

Factors that affect cultural 
sensitivity

Certain factors can affect cultural 
sensitivity. These factors include 
religion, ethnicity (race), national 
origin (language), or gender. Other 
areas to look at include age, 
education, socio-economic status, 
s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  
mental/physical challenges. Past 
studies have identified a positive 
correlation between multicultural 
experiences and cultural sensitivity.

Cultural self-assessment
It is important to understand how 

one's personal actions and beliefs 
can affect others. The most 
important actions are the ones that 

from one's own in various areas, 
from ethical, religious and social 
attitudes to body language and other 
nonverbal communication. Cultural 
sensitivity is just one dimension of 
cultural competence, and has an 
impact on ethnocentrism and other 
factors related to culture. The results 
of developing cultural sensitivity are 
pos i t i ve:  commun ica t ion  i s  
improved, leading to more effective 
interaction between the people 
concerned, and improved outcome 
or interventions for the client or 
customer. It is taught in many 
workplaces, as it is an essential skill 
for managing and building teams in a 
multicultural society. Intercultural 
communication has been cited as 
one of the two biggest challenges 
within the workplace, along with 
internal communications.

The forgoing is from the experts. 
Having heard from the expert, let us 
also add to their voices. In my 
opinion, cultural literacy leads to 
cultural sensitivity which in turns 
leads to good intercu l tura l  
communications. This intercultural 
communication can be verbal and 
non- verbal and cuts across all 
spheres of culture. Let us not forget 
that culture has various elements 
which includes customs, language, 
norms, beliefs, symbols, values, and 
cognitive elements.

Once upon a time, I watched a 
cooking competition on DSTV. A 
group of high-profile chefs were 
flown to Dubai to cook for some 
members of the royal house. They all 
sat in a tent and the chef took turns 
to serve them delicacies to judge. A 
caucas ian  woman won  the  
competition. The royals said that all 
the chefs cooked well but the 
caucasian woman worn because she 
squatted to serve them their food 
while other stood over their heads to 
do so. I inferred that they considered 
her squatting to served them as a 

mark of respect. It appeared to me 
that the caucasian woman was 
culturally literate and sensitive and 
that won their hearts. This may be 
completely wrong or unnecessary in 
another environment but winning 
that competition in Dubai required 
an understanding of the culture in 
that environment.

In a Society that is as diverse as 
ours, we need to learn each other's 
cultures in order to be culturally 
literate and sensitive so that 
communicating with each other is 
done in a way that would foster 
respect, peace, and togetherness. 
Disrespecting a man's way of life is 
equal to disrespecting and provoking 
him. Cultural literacy will help us 
understand each other from a 
cultural perspective and help us to 
avoid verbal and no-verbal 
communicat ion that portray 
disrespect.

I have always said that Nigerians 
need help in the area of cultural 
sensit ivity both local ly and 
internationally. We are not only 
culturally arrogant, but we also take 
time to disrespect each other's 
cu l ture  and d isp lay  ethn ic  
intolerance. This cultural illiteracy 
and insensitivity do not start and 
stop in Nigeria, we export them to 
other parts of the world and impose 
them such that Nigerians are now 
seen as obnoxious people who are 
not welcome in many parts of the 
world. Nigerians do not know how to 
learn the way of life of the 
communities they find themselves 
in. Nigerians do not conform, we 
impose our own culture and religion 
wherever we go, with impunity. How 
do we hope to integrate and become 
part of a community if we do not 
respect the beliefs, norms, and 
values of that environment? Why do 
we engage in self -referencing? Why 
do we refuse to interact with people 
we meet within their own socio-

cultural context and expect to be 
welcomed into the community?

In diversity management, cultural 
literacy is an indispensable tool in 
teach ing  and  lea rn ing  our  
differences and similar it ies. 
Yesterday, a journalist friend of mine 
said to me that in Benin culture, 
saying that you do not know an older 
person when asked if you do, is a 
mark of disrespect. So now, I know 
that if I am going to Benin Land, I 
have to school myself in the nuances 
of their culture. That got me 
thinking. I could innocently say no 
and be taken for a disrespectful 
person. It would be wise for us as 
individuals to learn the cultures in 
the environment we intend to visit or 
live in before embarking on our 
journey. It would also be unwise to 
consider an element in someone's 
culture negatively because our own 
culture assigns this value to the 
same element. It is different strokes 
for different folk.

The National orientation Agency, 
the Departments of Government in 
charge of Culture and tourism and 
out traditional institutions have the 
duty of educating us about our 
different cultures and assembling 
town hall meeting for inter-cultural 
interactions. This is not only 
important for our union as a nation 
but also a very important facet of 
i n te rna t iona l  Bus iness  and  
Management 

As an international business 
Manager, you are expected to 
“localize to globalize”. In other 
words, wherever your company 
sends you to, you are expected to 
learn the culture of the people so 
that you can be culturally savvy and 
sensitive. This will in turn play a big 
role in your marketing and business 
communication as well as your 
integration into the society. It is after 
you have demonstrated respect for 
the norms in that society that you 
will gain acceptance, without which 
you cannot sell your products or 
services. This means that helping 
the foreign investor to understand 
our cultural differences and 
similarities in a deliberate manner 
can create a more favourable 
environment for the foreign investor 
who wants to set up a production 
company in Akure, Owerri, Yola or 
Maiduguri.

We can also teach cultural literacy 
in our schools as a way of raising 
consciousness and awareness of 
each other's culture. If we teach our 
children how to respect each other's 
cultures, we will be teaching them 
how to be accepting of each other. 
This is what is lacking today. Ethnic 
a r r o g a n c e  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
predominant in the way we interact 
with each other, and this is due to our 
collective colossal lack of cultural 
literacy and sensitivity.

In conclusion, cultural literacy and 
sensitivity is an indispensable tool in 
binding us together as a nation if we 
are to maintain our unity in diversity. 
This should be a conscious exercise. 
We should go out of our way to 
understand our friends, neigbours, 
colleagues, bosses and co-workers 
from a cultural perspective and show 
respect for each other's differences. 
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cultures. It includes "the willingness, 
ability and sensitivity required to 
understand people with different 
backgrounds", and acceptance of 
diversity. Crucially, it "refers to being 
aware that cultural differences and 
similarities between people exist 
without assigning them a value", and 
also the skill set acquired by this 
learning. Cultural awareness is 
having the knowledge of the 
existence of multiple different 
cultures with different attitudes and 
worldviews; cultural sensitivity 
means the acceptance of those 
differences and not believing that 
one's own culture is superior. The 
term "cultural competence" is often 

are usually taken for granted. For 
instance, physical distance/touch 
during social interactions varies by 
culture. Touch is a fundamental 
requirement for our wellbeing, yet 
the amount of touch people receive 
across different cultures varies 
significantly. Some cultures stand 
closer to each other, make more eye 
contac t ,  speak  louder  and  
incorporate touch more frequently 
while others don't.

In the dominant culture
Cultural awareness and sensitivity 

helps to overcome one's personal 
ethnocentrism, mainly by learning 
about other cultures and how various 
modes and expectations may differ 

 Cultural literacy, peace and harmony



T does not matter how far 

gone the situation is, the 

word of God is true and I
Jesus is the same yesterday 

today and forever. I tell you the 

truth and I believe with the 

whole of my heart that there is 

coming an injection of God's 

power into your circumstance. 

Whatever your situation is 

today? Whether it has to do 

with your finances, your health, 

your life, or perhaps some 

things just seem to have come 

to a stop in your life for weeks, 

months,  years or  even 

decades; I want to tell you 

today that one encounter with 

the power of God can set you 

back on your feet like it did for 

Lazarus in the Bible.
I believe that something is 

about to be resuscitated in your 

life today dear reader; that is 

why God is so strong on this 

issue: He says stop the fear and 

t rus t  me;  g ive  me an  

opportunity to operate in your 

life.
Stop thinking the devil's word 

and stop speaking his words. 

Stop singing the devils songs 

and stop dancing his dance. 

Stop going around testifying for 

the devil declaring how bad and 

hopeless things are. Start 

talking about God and it will 

amaze you how things will 

begin to shift in your life when 

you start testifying about the 

power of God.
Start talking about the days in 

times past when God delivered 

you. If God ever delivered you 

once He can deliver you again. 

If God provided for you 

yesterday, He can provide for 

you again. If He ever protected 

you before, He can do it again. 

Listen my friends, the God that 

did it in the past is not dead. It 

does not matter how far gone 

the circumstance is today we 

bring a commandment of life 

and speak life to your life.
We speak life to your finances, 

your relationships, your 

household, your destiny, your 

job, profession, career; we 

command you to come alive in 

the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. We break the power of 

the devil and his lies over your 

mind and life and we speak the 

name of Jesus and dismantle 

that siege and assignment of 

hell against your life, destiny 

and linage.
We release you from that 

satanic assignment today in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Friends this is so important: 

you must choose to trust God 

and refuse to fear. Fear comes 

to us through our thoughts and 

when we embrace those 

thoughts, before we know what 

is happening we get consumed 

by it and it takes over our 

imagination and we begin to 

talk about it all the time. Next 

thing we know is that we are 

dreaming fear and speaking 

fear not understanding that 

unconsciously what we are 

doing is opening the door and 

authorising the devil to enforce 

not a child of God. This is why 

we always give people the 

opportunity to become saved; 

to become born again receiving 

Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.
The moment you become born 

again, the Bible says in 

Colossians 2:15 that Jesus 

Christ in His death, burial and 

resurrection spoilt principalities 

and powers.
Col. 2:14 & 15 says, Blotting 

out the handwriting of 

ordinances that was against 

us, which was contrary to 

us, and took it out of the 

way, nailing it to his cross; 

A n d  h a v i n g  s p o i l e d  

principalities and powers, 

he made a shew of them 

openly, triumphing over 

them in it. 
Anyone that is in Christ has 

been set above the devil and his 

power. So now, you can resist 

the devil. You can say in the 

name of Jesus, I resist you 

devil; I refuse to fear. I refuse to 

think your thought and to speak 

your words after you. Say this 

with the understanding that 

you are the one with authority. 

The moment you say in the 

name of Jesus I refuse to fear, 

you shutdown the devil's 

authority and unplug his power 

f rom that  c i rcumstance 

paralysing all his initiatives. 
As you declare words of trust 

saying to God, I trust you with 

this situation, and I believe that 

you are working on my behalf 

and your power is working in 

this situation and turning 

around all that ails me and 

everything that concerns me. 

what are you waiting for? This 

salvation is free but it must be 

received.
The Bible says in Jon 3:16-18 

For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only 

b e g o t t e n  S o n ,  t h a t  

whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have 

everlasting life. For God 

sent not his Son into the 

world to condemn the 

world; but that the world 

through him might be 

saved. He that believeth on 

him is not condemned: but 

he that believeth not is 

c o n d e m n e d  a l r e a d y ,  

because he hath not  

believed in the name of the 

only begotten Son of God. 
But you can receive Him today 

and the moment you do it will 

n o t  ma t t e r  wha t  you r  

background or creed or race or 

gender was. The moment you 

call upon the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and accept Him as 

you Lord and Saviour, the Bible 

says you are saved. Act 2:21 

says  ...whosoever shall call 

on the name of the Lord 

shall be saved. And just like 

that, in a flash, He saves you. 

His nature comes into you and 

He sets you above in authority 

over the devil.
If you are not a child of God or 

you are not one hundred 

percent sure that if something 

should happen to you today, 

that your last breath on this 

earth will be your first breath in 

heaven, you can be sure today. 

Salvation is 100% guaranteed 

in the name of Jesus. so today 

just pray this prayer after me 

sincerely for the depth of your 

heart:
Dear Lord Jesus, I come 

before you today and receive 

your mercy. I believe that you 

died for me and went to hell in 

my place. I believe that you 

were raised from the dead by 

the power of God and I believe 

right now that because I trust 

you as Lord and Saviour, I no 

l o n g e r  c o m e  u n d e r  

condemnation.
You said in Your word that 

whosoever comes to You, You 

will not cast away. So because I 

come to You today, I thank you 

because you have received me 

and have not cast me away. 

Now I thank You because my 

name is written in the book of 

life and from this day forward I 

will live and serve You all the 

days of my life.
Now say after me again, 

Satan I renounce you. I 

renounce fear, sickness, 

disease; I renounce everything 

that has to do with you. Form 

this day forward, I will live and 

serve the Living God and enjoy 

the best life that He has for me 

Jesus precious name. Amen.
Friend if you prayed that 

prayer with me today and you 

meant it from the depth of your 

heart, I am glad to let you know 

you have just become a child of 

God on the authority of the Holy 

Scriptures. Praise the Lord.
Do contact us at contact 

details provided below, we 

would love to get some 

materials across to you and to 

get in touch with you that we 

may further strengthen you in 

your new found faith. I tell you 

the truth, the rest of your life is 

certainly going to be the best of 

your life as you learn to walk 

with Jesus. God bless you. 
Our Contact:
 Plot 2389, Brewery Road, 

Opp. Former Steel Rolling Mills 

Ltd, Industrial Layout, Jos. Jos, 

Nigeria
Call us on 0803 451 6628
M a i l  u s  a t  

info@covenantwordchristiance

ntre.org
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Fear not, trust God (10)

his will and his works in our 

lives.
Oh but thank God we have 

learnt how to shutdown the 

devil. Just like you unplug an 

electrical appliance, and it no 

longer works because there is 

no supply of electricity, when 

you refuse to fear, you refuse to 

authorise the devil from 

operating in your life. But listen, 

you cannot do all this if you are 

As you begin to trust God so, 

releasing faith words over your 

life, the power of God invades 

and little by little you see things 

turning around and before you 

know what is happen you are up 

on your feet, God setting you on 

the mountain top ones again.
Therefore, it is very important 

for us to understand this today. 

If you are reading this today 

and you are not a child of God, 

“Anyone that is in Christ has been set above the devil and his 

power. So now, you can resist the devil. You can say in the name of 

Jesus, I resist you devil; I refuse to fear. I refuse to think your 

thought and to speak your words after you. Say this with the 

understanding that you are the one with authority. The moment 

you say in the name of Jesus I refuse to fear, you shutdown the 

devil's authority and unplug his power from that circumstance 

paralysing all his initiatives.  If you are not a child of God or you 

are not one hundred percent sure that if something should happen 

to you today, that your last breath on this earth will be your first 

breath in heaven, you can be sure today. Salvation is 100% 

guaranteed in the name of Jesus. so today just pray this prayer 

after me sincerely for the depth of your heart”:
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kraine attacks Russia!” 
and “Putin checkmates UUkraine,” were among 

the headlines run by Serbia's 
pro-government tabloids at 
the start of Russia's invasion 
of Ukraine.

“Putin is sending his army 
to unite Serbia and [Bosnia's 
Republika] Srpska,” read 
another.

In Europe, Russia-friendly 
Serbia is in the minority, 
having refrained from slapping 
sanctions on Moscow.

The country's populist 
president, Aleksandar Vucic, 
has for years claimed to follow 
a “neutral” policy, balancing 
ties among Moscow, Beijing, 
Brussels and Washington.

On February 25, the day 
after Russia launched its war, 
he said Serbia has its “vital 
national and state interests 
and respects traditional 
friendships” as he rejected 
calls by Western nations to 
sanction Moscow.

“This is Serbia's choice, to 
pursue an independent policy,” 
he told media last week.

Although Serbia backed a 
UN resolution in March 
demanding Russia to stop its 
offensive and “unconditionally 
withdraw” from Ukraine, 
officials in the West have 
decried Serbia for sitting on 
the fence.

“Vucic is surrounded in 
E u r o p e  b y  w h o l e s a l e  
condemnation of Russia,” 
Tanya Domi, adjunct professor 
of International Public Affairs 
at Columbia University told Al 
Jazeera.

“He has been playing this 
balancing act for a long time … 
It's interesting to see him play 
this game, but I think this 
game is up.”

Despite Belgrade's strong 
ties with Moscow, the EU is by 
far Serbia's largest donor.

B u t  S e r b i a  i s  a l s o  
dependent on Russian gas and 
relies on Moscow for support in 
the Kosovo dispute, as it has 
veto power at the UN. Serbia 
and Russia do not recognise 
Kosovo's independence, which 
was declared in 2008.

Vuk Vuksanovic, senior 
researcher at the Belgrade 
Centre for Security Policy, told 
Al Jazeera the Serbian position 
is becoming “more precarious” 
by the hour.

“On the one hand, the 
W e s t e r n  a l l i a n c e s  
geograph ica l ly  enc i rc le  
Serbia. The EU is Serbia's 
primary economic partner. The 
Serbian regime needs a 
political blessing from the 
Western capitals to remain in 
power in the first place,” 
Vuksanovic said.

“On the other hand, Russia 
is Serbia's backer in the 
Kosovo dispute, gas supplier, 
and the most popular foreign 

country in Serbia. The game of 
balancing just became more 
dangerous with the war in 
Ukraine.

“The issue is not whether 
Serbia will be threatened with 
the prospect of membership. 
Serb ia  knows that  EU 
enlargement is not happening. 
However, terminating the 
accession talks even without a 
membership harms Serbia as 
it denies access to the Serbian 
economy. Not to mention the 
dangers of terminating a visa-
free regime for Serbian 
citizens or pulling back of 
European investors.”

In March, a group of MEPs 
called on the EU to freeze 
accession negotiations for 
Serbia – which had been 
viewed as a frontrunner for 
membership by Brussels – 
until it distances itself from 
Russia.

Domi said the bloc should 
adopt a firmer tone.

“The EU has not done a 
good job diplomatically … I 
think they have allowed Serbia 
to continue its ascension into 
illiberal, very right-wing 
governance, and that's not the 
exception in the EU,” Domi 
said.

“We have the example of 
Hungary, which is very similar 
to Serbia. They have one man 
running it and they have 
locked down the political 
space and that's key for Vucic 
as well.”

In late April, the pro-
g o v e r n m e n t  t a b l o i d s  
drastically changed their 
opinion of Putin after he told 
the UN secretary-general in 

Moscow that Russia has the 
right to recognise the Donbas 
“republics”, following Kosovo's 
example.

Putin told Antonio Guterres 
that if the International Court 
of Justice recognised Kosovo's 
right to self-determination, 
then Donetsk and Luhansk in 
eastern Ukraine could also 
declare independence “since 
the precedent was set”.

The  tab lo ids  qu ick ly  
slammed his remarks with 
headlines reading: “Putin 
stabs Serbia in the back” and 
“Because of his war, Putin 
forgot about Serbs and 
Kosovo.”

In Serbia, the tabloids are 
viewed as being in line with the 
government's position, so with 
this move, many understood 
that sanctions might be 
coming.

But Vuksanovic said there is 
no way to tell what the media's 
shift means, as “everything is 
in the head of Aleksandar 
Vucic”.

“Serbia knows that Russia 
uses the Kosovo precedent as 
a trump card in territorial 
conflicts in post-Soviet space. 
Moreover, Serbian leadership 
equally fears that Russia and 
Put in  might  use  the i r  
popularity in Serbian public 
opinion to undermine them 
politically,” he said.

“The tabloid story is a way 
to curry favour with the West 
while dampening down some 
of the pro-Russian sentiments 
at home. We saw something 
similar when Vucic was trying 
to get close to [ex-United 
States President] Donald 

Trump in 2020, and the pro-
government tabloids accused 
the Russian deep state of 
fomenting violent anti-
lockdown protests in Belgrade.

“ I f  Vu c i c  d oe s  j o i n  
sanctions, it is because he was 
cornered with no way out.”

Vucic said on Friday that 
Serbia's situation “changed for 
the worse” after Putin's 
comments comparing the 
Donbas to Kosovo, as Belgrade 
now faces “growing pressure” 
to recognise the independence 
of its former province.

“The West will call on Serbia 
to head quickly towards 
recognising Kosovo so that 
they can tell Putin that the 
Donbas and Kosovo are not the 
same issue,” Vucic said, 
adding that Serbia is paying a 
high price for not imposing 
sanctions.

If Serbia does implement 
sanctions, it would be a 
strategic decision and “a big 
break” from Vucic's position 
that he's held from 2012, since 
he was initially elected, Domi 
said.

But it would be problematic 
for him domestically, “because 
the Serbian government and 
Vucic himself have cultivated 
this relationship … and Russia 
is in almost every poll, the 
most popular country among 
Serbs,” Domi said.

Daniel Serwer, researcher 
at Johns Hopkins University 
S c h o o l  o f  A d v a n c e d  
International Studies in 
Washington, DC, said the issue 
“goes far beyond Ukraine, and 
is closer to Serbia.

“Vucic's idea of the 'Serbian 

world' is a threat to peace and 
stability in his own region,” 
Serwer said.

“If Serbia joins the Western 
sanctions on Russia, that will 
be nice. But it is far more 
important that it drop its 
irredentist ambitions in 
Kosovo and get the Serbs in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina to 
drop their  secess ionist  
intentions.”

Vuksanovic said that, 
ultimately, Vucic “cannot pivot 
towards Russia because of 
geography and economics, 
and he still needs the West.

“However, one country that 
profits is China. Even before 
the war, China has replaced 
Russia as Serbia's primary 
partner outside the Western 
world.

“With the war in Ukraine, 
this process is vindicated and 
s t rengthened.  Wi th  a l l  
attention focused on Russia, 
Serbia and China feel that they 
can continue nourishing their 
partnership,” Vuksanovic said.

Serbia has signed up for 
Ch i ne se  i n f ra s t r u c t u r e  
projects totalling to more than 
$8bn which it will have to 
repay over the next two 
decades.

In late Apri l ,  Serbia 
unveiled to the public its new 
Chinese-made surface-to-air 
missiles and drones, in a public 
display of military clout that 
has become regular.

“Serbs use Russia and 
Russia uses Serbs for this 
Slavic brotherhood kind of 
discourse, but China is the new 
player on the block, and 
they're not democratic at all,” 
said Domi.

Serbia urged to take  stand on Ukraine's war
Belgrade enjoys warm ties with Moscow but in recent weeks, pro-government tabloids have turned on Putin. MERSIHA GADZO 
writes.

Despite having to pay a big price for not sanctioning Russia, Serbia will not do it, President Aleksandar Vucic said 

By 
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Pakistan city hits nearly 50C 
AKISTAN is in the grip 
o f  a  b l i s t e r i n g  
heatwave, with parts P

of the nation already 
scorched by temperatures of 
nearly 50C as officials warn 
of acute water shortages and 
a threat to health.

Swathes of Pakistan have 
been smothered by high 
temperatures since late April, 
in extreme weather the 
Wo r l d  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  
Organization (WMO) has 
warned is consistent with 
climate change.

On Thursday, the city of 
Jacobabad in Sindh province 
hit 49.5C (121F), the 
Pakistan Meteorological 
Department (PMD) said, with 
temperatures forecast to 
remain the same until the 
end of the week.

Nationwide, the PMD 
alerted temperatures were 
between 6C (11F) and 9C 
(16F) above normal, with the 
capital Islamabad, as well as 
provincial hubs Karachi, 
Lahore and Peshawar,  
recording temperatures 
around 40C (104F) on Friday 
afternoon.

“This year we have 
jumped from winter right into 
summer,” said PMD Chief 
Forecaster Zaheer Ahmad 
Babar.

Pakistan has endured 
heightened heatwaves since 
2015, he said, focused in 
upper Sindh province and 
southern Punjab province.

“ T h e  i n t e n s i t y  i s  
increasing, and the duration 
is increasing, and the 
frequency is increasing,” he 
said.

Punjab province irrigation 
spokesperson Adnan Hassan 
said the Indus river – 
Pakistan's key waterway – 
had shrunk by 65 percent 
“due to a lack of rains and 
snow” this year.

Sheep have reportedly 
died from heatstroke and 
dehydration in the Cholistan 
Desert of Punjab, Pakistan's 
most populous province 
which also serves as the 
national breadbasket.

“There is a real danger of 
a shortfall in food and crop 
supply this year in the 
country should the 

On Tuesday, Climate 
Minister Sherry Rehman 
warned residents in the 
eastern megacity of Lahore 
“to take cover for the hottest 
hours of the day”.

Pakistan, home to 220 
million people, says it is 
responsible for less than one 
percent of global greenhouse 
gas emissions.

However, it ranks as the 
eighth most affected nation 
by extreme weather events, 
according to a 2021 study by 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g r o u p  
Germanwatch.

While extreme heat has 
obvious effects, it can also 
trigger cascading disasters 
which pummel Pakistan's 
generally impoverished 
population.

T h e  m o u n t a i n o u s  
portions of Pakistan are 
home to more than 7,000 
glaciers, a number larger 

than any region outside the 
poles.

Quickly melting glaciers 
can swell lakes which then 
burst their banks and 
unleash torrents of ice, rock 
and water in events known as 
glacial lake outburst floods.

Last weekend, a key 
highway bridge in the Gilgit-
Baltistan region was swept 
away in flash flooding caused 
by glacier melt.

In April, officials warned 
there were 33 lakes in 
Pakistan in danger of 
unleashing similar dangerous 
deluges.

The heatwave has also 
r a v a g e d  I n d i a ,  w i t h  
temperatures in parts of 
Rajasthan state hitting 48.1C 

A woman carries a pedestal fan for repair during a hot and humid weather in 
Karachi 

I G E R I E N  n o n -Ng o v e r n m e n t a l  
organisations have filed a 
legal complaint over alleged 
losses of approximately 
$99m in state funds, one of 
them has said.

Ali Idrissa of the Nigerien 
Organisations for Budgetary 
Transparency and Analysis 
(ROTAB) said he and other 
associations combed through 
an audit of 2021 state 
s p e n d i n g  h a n d e d  t o  
President Mohamed Bazoum 
last month. The groups 
estimated that there were 
discrepancies of up to 63 
billion West African CFA 
francs ($99m).

They made an official 
complaint on Wednesday, he 
said.

“It's essential that this 
allegation be made with the 
prosecutor's office so no one 
can bury the file,” he told the 
AFP news agency.

The audit, a copy of which 
was seen by AFP, reported a 

lack of documents to back the 
purchase of supplies or 
justify the construction of 
infrastructure, fake public 
tenders, and the “granting of 
undue advantages” to 
officials.

It said purchases for 
supplies to battle coronavirus 
were made at “unreasonable 
costs”, though the health 
ministry defended itself, 
citing “demand far superior 
to supply in a climate of 
general panic” worldwide.

N ige r,  the  poores t  
count ry  in  the  wor ld  
according to the UN's Human 
Development Index (HDI), is 
struggling with a reputation 
for corruption and volatility.

Bazoum was elected 
president last year after a 
campaign in which he made 
the fight against fraud and 
corruption one of his core 

pledges.
On April 10, Bazoum said 

on Twitter, “about 30 senior 
state officials, guilty of 
e m b e z z l e m e n t  o r  
m i sapp rop r i a t i on ,  a re  
currently languishing in 
prison and will remain there 
for a long time”.

Later the same month, a 
judicial source said Niger's 
communications minister 
had been detained in a high-
profile embezzlement case 
dating from when he ran a 
state corporation.
Mahamadou Zada was being 
held in relation to a probe into 
the loss of 3 billion West 
African CFA francs ($4.8m) 
from Sopamin, a corporation 
wh i ch  manages  s ta te  
holdings in the mining sector, 
that occurred while Zada was 
its chairperson between 2013 
and 2021, the source said

ENS of thousands of the 
United Kingdom's civil T

servants are set to lose their 
jobs under new cost-cutting 
measures planned by the 
government, according to 
senior minister Jacob Rees-
Mogg.
Rees-Mogg did not deny 
media reports that 91,000 
Whitehall jobs were to go 
when asked by Sky News 
broadcaster, saying on 
Friday: “I know it sounds 
eye-catching, but it's just 
getting back to the civil 
service that we had in 2016.”
Pr ime Min is ter  Bor is  

Johnson told the Daily Mail 
newspaper: “We have got to 
cut the cost of government to 
reduce the cost of living”, 
adding that it had become 
“ swo l l en ”  du r i ng  t he  

NGOs complain over alleged 
loss of $99m in state funds

DUP to block N Ireland's new 
legislature over post-Brexit 

ORTHERN Ireland's NDemocratic Unionist 
Party (DUP) has said it will 
block the election of a 
speaker for the Northern 
Ireland Assembly, in a 
move that would shut 
down the British-run 
province's newly-elected 
legislature.

 In a statement to the 

News Letter, a Northern 
Irish newspaper, party 
leader Jeffrey Donaldson 
said on Friday he would not 
back a speaker or nominate 
ministers until the United 
Kingdom altered the 
Northern Ireland Protocol 
which governs post-Brexit 
trade in the region.

The DUP, which last week 
lost its place as the region's 
largest party to Irish 
nationalists Sinn Féin, had 
already said it would block 
the formation of an 
executive.

“Today the DUP will not 
support the election of a 
speaker in the Assembly,” 
he said in the statement.

Michelle O'Neill, leader of 
Sinn Féin in Northern 
Ireland, said the DUP, 
which supported Britain's 
exit from the European 
Union, was punishing the 
public by not turning up.

“They are disgracefully 
holding the public to 
ransom for their Brexit 
mess,” she said on Twitter.

“Today is the day we 
should be forming an 
Executive to put money in 
peoples pockets and to 
start to fix our health 
service.”

T h e  m a i n  I r i s h  
nationalist and British 
unionist rivals in Northern 
Ireland are obliged to share 

power under the terms of 
the 1998 Good Friday 
peace agreement that 
largely ended 30 years of 
sectarian bloodshed in the 
region.

Power-sharing between 
the blocs requires both 
sides to agree on a speaker 
before electing a cross-
community government. 
The assembly cannot fully 
operate without a speaker.

Unionist concerns on the 
Northern Ireland Protocol 
were not merely a political 
squabble, Donaldson said, 
calling the protocol “a 
direct challenge to the 
pr inc ip les  that  have 
u n d e r p i n n e d  e v e r y  
agreement reached in 
Northern Ireland over the 
last 25 years”.

When Britain quit the EU, 
Pr ime Minister Bor is 
Johnson's government 
agreed to a pact that 
effectively left Northern 
Ireland within the EU's 
single market and customs 
union given its open border 
with EU member Ireland.

That created a customs 
border in the sea between 
the rest of the UK and the 
province, which pro-British 
communities in Northern 
Ireland say erodes their 
place within the UK. Britain 
now says the required 
bureaucracy is intolerable.

Donaldson's

coronavirus pandemic.
He told the paper that 

91,000 jobs needed to be cut 
– 20 percent of the entire civil 
service – to save about 3.5 
b i l l i on  Br i t i sh  pounds 
($4.3bn) a year.
T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  

struggling to balance the 
books, having spent huge 
sums during the pandemic, 
and as it battles spiralling 
inflation that is holding back 
economic recovery and 
putting further pressure on 
public finances.
Rees-Mogg, the minister for 

Brexit opportunities and 
government efficiency, has in 
recent weeks taken aim at 
civil servants still working 
from home despite the lifting 
of all coronavirus restrictions.
He was criticised for leaving 

signed notes on empty desks 

at government departments, 
reading: “Sorry you were 
out. I look forward to seeing 
you in the office very soon.”
Rees-Mogg said the civil 

service had expanded in 
recent years to deal with the 
UK's departure from the 
European Union and the 
pandemic.
“Now we're trying to get 

back to normal,” he said. “Up 
to 38,000 people a year leave 
the civil service, so the 
simplest way to do it is to 
h a v e  a  f r e e z e  o n  
recruitment.”
“You have to ensure that 

people are being used as 
efficiently as possible to do 
the roles that are necessary,” 
Rees-Mogg added.

Source: News Agencies

Five UK civil servants to be laid off
-Minister

Rees-Mogg 
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Every family has a few of these 

types, those who stake their 

right to every bit of information! 
They are the eager beavers or 

the frequent busybodies present 

almost in every family. 
Many a times these intrusive 

individuals are not overly 

concerned because they are 

altruistic or want to see harmony 

in the family; it is usually 

because they are meddlers. 
Define and verbalize your 

boundaries: You set the 

boundaries in your relationships. 
If those boundaries are crossed 

and the other person can't seem 

to take the hint, you have to 

assert yourself to restore 

balance. 
If you have relatives who fail to 

respect your boundaries and 

behave as if the purpose of your 

relationship is for you to bend 

over backwards to satisfy all of 

their needs, you certainly aren't 

alone. 
I'm talking about boundaries 

that you consider to be bottom 

lines that should not be crossed, 

ones that make you feel violated 

when they are.  
Often people make the mistake 

of succumbing to the outwardly 

friendly approach of these busy 

bodies and succumb to their wily 

ways for the purpose of being 

liked. 
By the time they realize, it is 

too late as they may have 

established habits and practices 

that are not only irritating, but 

also interfering. It's a fact in 

most extended famil ies' ,  

Choose to be in control of your life

relatives feel they have a right 

to all information and assume 

an active central role. 
The thought is that since you 

are related, you should share 

every intimate detail of your life 

with each other, and give 

commentary and suggestions. 
In large families, this takes the 

form of gossip about other 

family members providing 

entertainment value.
One must set limits with them 

and its never too late to do this, 

because the longer they are 

allowed to interfere, the greater 

the influence these meddling 

types will have on your 

relationships with others. 
It is important to speak up 

when asked to do or say 

something with which you 

do not agree.
Do not sacrifice your opinions 

or what you know to be right 

simply for the sake of getting 

along with your relatives. 
When they do something you 

do not like, tell them in a 

civilized manner what they did 

and why it upsets you.
Try and be conciliatory by 

explaining what is acceptable, 

but again, not at the expense of 

your beliefs or self-esteem. 
If you have reconnected with 

any of the family member, be on 

alert. Old patterns will most 

likely remain in waiting to thrust 

you into the same old position.
With this said keep in mind 

that you have to do what is best 

for yourself, regardless of how 

your family may respond.

The choice of making a 

change is something that you 

are doing for your benefit, and 

not for anyone else's harm.
You should not feel guilty for 

doing what is right for you. 
To prevent your relatives from 

meddling in your personal 

affairs here are a few tips you 

may want to try:
Do not talk too much about 

your business. Keep your 

business out of the street. 
Just say nothing. If someone 

in your family comes to you 

meddling. Just tell them you 

don't wish to talk about it. Tell 

your kids to keep their tongue. 
Sometimes conniving 

relatives will go so far as to 

ask your children questions 

about your life. 
If some of their relatives want 

to know about you, tell your 

children to say, “You have to 

ask my mother or father about 

that.”Change the conversation. 

If a family member wants to 

meddle in your affairs, try 

changing the subject.Flip the 

question around on them. Most 

times people like to meddle in 

your affairs, but they do not like 

f o r  you  t o  medd l e  i n  

Living

theirs.Another tactic is to 

answer their questions with 

one of your own. When the 

meddling relative begins to 

inquire about your personal 

life in a way that you aren't 

comfortable with, here is your 

answer: “Why do you ask?” 

The question makes them 

uncomfortable and forces 

them to assess their true 

motives, as well. Lay new 

ground ru les  for  your  

relationship, and stick by 

them, even when it hurts. It 

will pay off in the long 

run.Eventually your family will 

get used to the new you, and 

learn how to relate to 

you.Family is what you are 

born into, there is no choice 

about it. Do all that you can to 

keep these relationships 

healthy and intact? They are 

impor tan t ,  bu t  a lways  

remember that you are in 

control of your life and how 

you choose to live it. Don't 

allow yourself to be run over or 

exhausted by meddlesome 

relatives.“You can put a stop to 

it, at best by questioning their 

intent and at worst by 

severiepression

“Family is what you are born 

into, there is no choice about it. 

Do all that you can to keep these 

relationships healthy and intact? 

They are important, but always 

remember that you are in control 

of your life and how you choose 

to live it. Don't allow yourself to 

be run over or exhausted by 

meddlesome relatives.“You can 

put a stop to it, at best by 

questioning their intent and at 

worst by expression.”



E A L I N G  w i t h  a  
stubborn child is a 
problem that many D

mothers and fathers face, and 
there is no doubt that the 
majority of us can make 
mistakes when handling this 
problem. They constantly feel 
that they need to make an effort 
persuading them about the 
simplest things like eating or 
taking a bath. They find 
themselves constantly angry 
and frustrated which causes 
even more problems. So today 
we decided to answer very 
common  question parents ask.

How to deal with a stubborn 
child:

The most important rule in 
dealing with a stubborn child is 
not to make them believe that  
stubbornness will get them what 
they desire. So that it could 
eventually motivate them to 
change their way and approach. 
This requires a lot of patience. 
As you know when raising kids, 
you go through many stages 
that require patience. 

Also note that every child is 
different, they all have unique 
personalities, some things might 
work on some kids, but not on 
others. Try to understand your 
kid and their personality in order 
to see what best works for them  
to adapt. 

Listen to them!
Sometimes stubborn kids have 

strong opinions and want to 
communicate or impose them 
on you. So you need to hear 
these point of views first and 
then act. Don't belittle them 
because of their age. Good 
communication between a 
parent and child is the basis of 
healthy parenting. Remember 
that your kid will listen to you 
when they find you listening to 
them.

Don't force them into 
something

We know this is a common 
mistake many parents make 

when dealing with a stubborn 
child. They resort to forcing 
them into doing what they don’t 
want, which is usually against 
their will. Unfortunately, this  
makes them   more stubborn. 
Instead, find other ways to get 
them to do what you want 
without even realizing it.

3. Respect your child's 
opinions and discuss things 
with them

Kids should be respected just 
like adults. We also have to 
respect our children. You should 
listen to them, understand what 
they want and discuss things 
with them. Also, never ignore 
your child's feelings, as you 
might ask them to do something 
that doesn't make them feel 
comfortable, and this might 
upset or causes them stress.

Give your child options and 
alternatives

We can all admit that no one 
likes taking orders! I think we all 

resist them one way or another 
and it's the same for your little 
one. So try to stop giving them 
orders and replace them with 
options. The point here is to 
rewire your approach with them 
so that instead of saying your 
request strictly that their mind 
automatically rejects it, you can 
say it among a number of 
options in a way that their mind  
accept it. This will make them 
think that they made the choice 
and it wasn't forced on them.

Example: You want your little 
one to brush their teeth before 
bed? Ask them "Do you want to 
brush your teeth with mint 
toothpaste or strawberry?" 
Here, they will either pick one or 
the other o remain stubborn 
choosing not to brush it at all. 
You can then simply tell them 
that wasn't one of the options.

C o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  
participation

Cooperation and participation 
are the basis for the success of 
anything from work and 
marriage to even raising 
children. So instead of asking 
your little one to clean their 
room or collect their toys, start 
doing it yourself and ask them 
to join you. Or, instead of asking 
them to eat their food, have 
them stand in the kitchen with 
you while you're preparing it 
and talk to them them about 
how delicious it's going to be. 
Just try to cooperate and share 
everything with them.

Stop criticizing them
We know that parents 

sometimes get angry at 
persistent stubbornness, which 
can lead them to constantly 
scold and criticize their child 
about their misdoings. This 
constant criticism will only 
increase the stubbornness and 
bad behavior. Instead, try to 
praise them more when they do 
something right, than when 

they do something wrong, 
discuss or show them how 
upset you are or help them 
understand why it was wrong.

Try to stay calm
Stress, anger and a raised 

voice will not get you any 
results or improvement, it will 
only make things worse. So try 
to remind yourself to stay calm 
as much as you can. If it 
happens that you are unable to 
c o n t r o l  y o u r  a n g e r,  
i m m e d i a t e l y  e n d  t h e  
d i s cu s s i on  and  go  do  
something else, like taking a 
warm bath to cool down.

Start with yourself
Yes, your child will look up to 

his parents at a young age. So 
if  as a couple you are 

constantly arguing in front of 
them or one of you is constantly 
rejecting the other's kind 
requests, your child wil l 
immediately assume that this is 
the norm. They will implement 
what they see you do. So start 
with yourself and create a 
suitable, positive environment 
for your little one.

Do not give in to your baby
Some mothers think it's easier 

to give their child what they 
want, than to persuade and 
argue. However, this can be 
problematic as well because it's 
important to teach your children 
that they can't just get anything 
they want and that stubbornness 
or whining isn't a means to get 
what they want. 

Source: Fustany team.

Tips to deal  with a stubborn child 
Parenting
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Identifying child abuse in ages 0-5 children
WE are in really challenging 

times where to meet up our 
family needs, we have to sit up 
and work hard to pay the bills. 

But while we are busy 
pursuing our career and trying 
to make end meet, we should 
not forget our God-given roles 
as parents and the main 
caregivers to our kids you even 
realize they are being abused 
right under your nose. 

Experts have made it clear 
that there are signs to know 
when your child is in trouble or 
being abused. They say 
sometimes it is difficult to 
understand exactly what child 
abuse and neglect are. Child 
abuse can be a one-time 
occurrence but more often it is a 
pattern of behavior involving 
regular physical attacks or acts 
of deprivation or molestation. 
According to them “Frequently, 
the longer child abuse goes on, 
t h e  m o r e  s e r i o u s  t h e  
consequences".

A c c o r d i n g  t o  
twcinfo@thewholechild.org 
there are many ways and 
common signs to identify 
Physical and Sexual Abuse in 
babies and young children. 

Physical Abuse:
This occurs when someone 

such as a child parents or day 
care provider hits or otherwise 
hurts a child, come home with 
unexplained bruises, abrasions, 
burns, broken bones, black 
eyes, cuts, bite marks, or other 
injuries. Repeated injuries of 
any type can be a warning sign.

Changes in their normal 
behavior, like becoming very 
quiet and sad, or very angry, or 
may seem afraid of their parents 
or other adults. Or when they cry 
and put up a fight when it's time 
to go to daycare, or appear 
frightened around the caregiver 
or other adults.

Sexual Abuse:

This happens when someone 
performs a sexual act on the 
child or forces a child to perform 
one on them. This includes 
touching a child in private areas 
such as the vagina, breast or 
penis, have pain, itching, 
bleeding, or bruises in or around 
the genital area, have difficulty 
walking or sitting, possibly 
because of genital or anal pain, 
and suffer from urinary tract 
infections

Be reluctant to take off his 
coat or sweater, even on a hot 
day, or insist on wearing 
mult ip le  undergarments,  
demonstrate sexual knowledge, 
curiosity, or behavior beyond his 
age (obsessive curiosity about 

sexual matters, for example, or 
seductive behavior toward 
peers or adults).

Since sexual ly abused 
children show many of the 
same signs as physically 
abused children. There is often 
little physical evidence of 
sexual abuse. They may go 
back to younger behaviors like 
soiling their pants or wetting 
the bed, have eating problems, 
or have problems at school.

Emotional Abuse:
This occurs when a parent 

treats a child in ways that make 
the child feel unwanted, or like 
a bad person so much that the 
child's normal development, 
learning or behavior suffers. 
This may include harshly 
cr it ic iz ing or frequently 
blaming the child or making the 
child feel unwanted, display 
behaviora l  prob lems or  
changes such as shunning a 
pa ren t ' s  a f f e c t i ons  o r,  
a l t e r n a t e l y,  b e c o m i n g  
excessively clingy or acting 
angry or depressed. Abused 
children often show extremes 
in behavior:

A normally outgoing and 
assertive child may become 
unusually compliant and 
passive, while a generally mild 
child may act in a demanding 
and aggressive manner, 
become less talkative or stop 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a l m o s t  
completely, or display signs of a 
speech disorder such as 
stuttering, act inappropriately 
adult or infantile. For example, 
a toddler may either become 
o v e r l y  p r o t e c t i v e  a n d  

“parental” toward other children, 
or revert to rocking and head 
banging.

Be delayed physically or 
emotionally, walking or talking 
later than expected or continuing 
to  have regu lar  temper  
tantrums. But since every child 
develops at a different rate, it 
can be difficult to determine 
whether a developmental delay 
stems from abuse. Complain of 
headaches or stomachaches that 

have no medical cause. They 
may say things like, Mommy 
always says I am bad, and truly 
believe it.

Shaken Baby Syndrome:
This type of abuse occurs when 
someone forcefully shakes a 
baby or is much too rough when 
handling a baby. This is the most 
common way that a young child 
becomes seriously brain injured 
or dies as a result of abuse.



WE always want our 
partners to be the best 
they can be when we're in a 
relationship, but here's 
where you might be going 
wrong: when you try to 
give your partner helpful 
advice, it may come out 
d i f ferent ly than you 
intended. Perhaps your 
t o n e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  
aggressive, or you brought 
it up at the wrong time. 
Even though you thought 
you were helping your 
partner, your innocent 
intentions take a toll on 
y o u  a n d  t u r n  i n t o  
belittling your partner. 
If you are wondering, what 
is this? We will talk about it 
all right here and I will help 
you avoid falling into the 
same trap in the future. So, 
to keep you from falling 
into the same trap, here 
are some.

Ways you're belittling 
your partner.

Let's Take a Look at What 
You Should Avoid Doing in 
Order To Avoid Belittling 
Your Partner: 

 Questioning Every 
Decision They Make

We  a l l  k n o w  t h a t  
communication is very 
important in a relationship, 
and you are supposed to 
talk about everything with 
each other, but the trap 
comes when you start 
questioning everything 
they do! You must believe 
that your partner is an 
adult capable of handling 
things on his own.

If you're thinking, "No 
way, I don't do that," 

here's an example: "What 
are you wearing? This 
does not look good on 
you". You can say, "Do you 
have any other options?" 
In the first one, you 
questioned their decision 
and made them question 
themselves, whereas in 
the second one, you were 
subtly helping them. It's 
all about how you phrase 
things and how much you 
trust them!

 You Are Constantly 
C o r r e c t i n g  Y o u r  
Partner

A small reminder: you 
are not their mother; you 
are their partner. So, 
whenever you feel the 
urge to correct them on 
something, hold that 
thought and think about 
it. Consider it in a different 
light: how would you react 
if you were in their shoes?
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Relationship

If you're wondering, 
"How am I belittling them 
like that?" Let me give you 
an example: if a loved one 
mispronounces something, 
you will be quick to correct 
them and say, "This is not 
how you say it!" After all, 
we are all different and 
most of us mispronounce 
things from time to time, 
so instead of correcting 
your partner and becoming 
annoying and belittling 
them. You could simply 
ignore it.

 The Comparison Game
This is a trap that is 

difficult to escape from 
once you've fallen into it. 
C o m p a r i s o n ,  i n  my  
opinion, is the thief of joy. 
Comparing your partner to 
a previous relationship or a 
friend's partner is a joy 
killer and belittles them. 

If you're thinking, "its 
hard not to," know that 
you're not alone and that it 
doesn't mean you're 
unhappy with your current 
partner. However, you 
must consider it from their 
point of view; while you 
may have good intentions, 
comparing your partner to 
o t h e r  p e o p l e  c a n  
significantly lower their 
self-esteem and make 
them appear as if they 
aren't good enough for you 
as a partner, which is 
obviously not the message 

you want to send to your 
lover.

 Not Letting Them 
Finish Their Sentence

This is a question for you 
to answer in order to 
determine whether or not 
you are belittling your 
partner. Do you allow your 
partner to speak freely, 
without interfering in any 
way? If you don't, consider 
yourself belittling your 
lover.

Your interruption sends 
the wrong message that 
you don't respect or value 
what they have to say, 
which we all know is not 
your intention. How are 
you going to solve this 
issue? Allow them to speak 
without interfering with the 
conversation or the story 
they are attempting to tell 
you. When they start 
talking, be the listener.

How to Deal With a 
Partner Who Has Trust 
Issues

 Not Respecting Their 
Goals

When you get into a 
relationship, you realize 
that you and your partner 
may have the same goal as 
well as individual goals, 
and as a loving and 
supportive partner, you 
should always support 
them, even if they tell you 
they want to go to space. 
W h e n  y o u  s t a r t  
questioning them, you are 

Surprising ways you're belittling your partner 

belittling their goals and 
dreams, which will have an 
effect on them.

This is something to keep 
in mind the next time they 
talk about their hopes and 
dreams, so that you can be 
supportive rather than 
discouraging. Remember 
that each of us is on a 
unique journey, and you 
must respect their journey, 
even if it is a difficult one; 
they will arrive at their 
destination at their own 
pace. If you notice your 
partner struggling to get 
started, or if they are 
aware of their purpose or 
anything related to their 
goal, give them space and 
be as supportive as 
possible to prevent them 
from feeling belittled.

My Final Piece of 
Advice to You

Before you say or take 
any action related to your 
partner, put yourself in 
their shoes and consider 
whether you would be 
okay if they did this to you 
or if you would feel 
belittled by their action. If 
you feel belittled as a 
result of this action, do not 
proceed. Last but not 
least, talk to them gently 
a b o u t  w h a t e v e r  i s  
b o t he r i ng  you ,  bu t  
remember to keep it 
between you two and not 
around others.

By Salma Ihab



OOD inflation in 
Nigeria climbed by 15 
percent from April F

2021 to March 2022, 
putting upward pressure 
on the cost of living for 
salaried workers whose 
wages have not increased 
in nearly three years.
This rise in food prices can 

be attributed to several 
factors, including the 
insecurity in the food-
producing areas in the 
c o u n t r y ,  p o o r  
transportation and storage 
facilities, and the removal 
of some food items from 
the list of imports eligible 
for foreign exchange 
through the Central Bank 
o f  N ige r i a ’s  o f f i c i a l  
windows, the depreciation 
of the naira, which led to 
increases in the prices of 
imported food, and border 
closure in 2019 that 
resulted in steep declines 
in food imports.
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  

Russian-Ukraine war also 
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
macroeconomic problem in 
a country like ours that is 
highly dependent on 
imported products to 
s u s t a i n  i t s  m e a g r e  
agricultural production.
S t i l l ,  i m p o r t a t i o n  

becomes difficult with the 
current exchange rate of 
N599 to a dollar, coupled 
with the crises faced in the 
aviation industry as a 
result of scarcity of aviation 
fuel.
Given the country’s 

growing prices of goods 
a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  
u n e m p l oy m e n t ,  a n d  
insecurity, among others, 
is it then not expedient to 
increase the workers’ 
minimum wage?
Of course, it is not out of 

context to discuss whether 
or not an increase in 
minimum wage will boost 

the economy. To be precise, 
raising the minimum wage 
of workers has been long 
overdue. With the current 
economic situation, it is 
highly disheartening that 
some states are still being 
persuaded to pay workers 
the national minimum wage.
In January 2022, the 

president of the Nigeria 
Labour Congress, Ayuba 
Wabba, stated that seven 
states (Abia, Benue, Cross 
River, Imo, Taraba, and 
Zamfara)  are  yet  to  
implement the N30,000 
minimum wage signed into 
l a w  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  
government in 2019.
This is very disappointing 

to still hear that some states 
in the country are still not 
c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  
directives of the Federal 
Government, while there 

exists the mismanagement 
of resources in all sectors of 
the economy, to the 
detriment of workers.
In a report by Picodi.com 

reports and analytics on 
minimum wage around the 
world in 2022, they 
checked changes in the 
minimum wage in 64 
countries across the world. 
Of these 64 countries, 10 
countries’ minimum wage 
has not changed from the 
previous year’s wage. 
Nigeria is among the 10 
countries whose minimum 
wage remains static for 
over four years.
The report also made a list 

of basic food (bread, 
cheese, milk, rice, egg, 
m e a t s ,  f r u i t s ,  a n d  
vegetables) required to 
m e e t  t h e  m i n i m u m  
nutrients by an average 
adult. The cost of this food 
as  o f  January 2022 
amounted to N40,980. The 
report ranked Nigeria as 
the 64th country when the 
m i n imum wage  was  
compared to the price of 
food. It shows that a 
minimum wage of N30,000 
is not enough to buy basic 
food for an average adult.
The fact that Nigerian 

workers have not organised 
food riots or mass protests 
i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  
unacceptably high food 
costs suggests that they 
have discovered means to 
cope with food inflation.
Many wage earners have 

had to reduce the quality of 
their food purchases and 
replace household food 
basket items with more 
affordable options.

The overall result of all of 
these adjustments will be 
an  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
consumpt ion o f  less  
nutritious foods.
Salary earners are no 

longer able to save since 
they do not have enough 
money to live on. Those 
who have been diligent in 
saving have seen their 
savings eroded as the cost 
of food continues to rise.
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The current economic situation in Nigeria has increased hardship and suffering among Nigerians. The unemployment rate is 
rising as companies and organisations are downsizing due to the high cost of operation. Inflation is on the rise, thereby increasing 
the poverty rate in the country.  BUSAYO ADEROUNMU writes.

Does Nigeria's economic situation call for wage increase? 

“Of course, it is not out of context to 
discuss whether or not an increase in 
minimum wage will boost the economy. 
To be precise, raising the minimum 
wage of workers has been long 
overdue. With the current economic 
situation, it is highly disheartening that 
some states are still being persuaded to 
pay workers the national minimum 
wage.”

Wabba
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H E  F e d e r a l  
G o v e r n m e n t  i s  
advancing a strategy T

to actualise net-zero green 
house gas emission by 2060.

The Permenent Secretart, 
Ministry of Environment, Mr 
Hassan Musa, disclosed this 
during an inaugural speech of 
a steering committee for 
elaboration of Nigeria's long 
Te r m  L o w  E m i s s i o n s  
Development Strategy.

Musa  sa i d  t ha t  t he  
committee was inaugurated 
for the elaboration of 
Nigeria's long term low 
emissions development 
strategy to build on the initial 
long-term vision 2050.

“During COP26 in Glasgow, 
Pres ident  Muhammadu 
Buhari announced a new 
long-term commitment of 
r e a c h i n g  n e t - z e r o  
greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions by 2060.

“Towards this end Mr 
President signed a new 
climate bill that creates five-
year emission budgets, to 
achieve net-zero greenhouse 
gas emissions between 2050 
and 2070 into law.

“To realise these initiatives, 
the Federal Government will 
now build on the initial long-
term vision (LTV 2050) and 
the subsequent long-term 
c o m m i t m e n t  b y  t h e  
President to develop a full 
Long Term Strategy,” he said.

Musa emphasised that 
Long-term strategies provide 
a pathway to a whole-of-
society transformation and a 
vital link between shorter-
term Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDC) and the 
long-term objectives of the 
Paris Agreement.

He said that the Long terrm 
strategies offer many other 
benefits which include 
guiding countries to avoid 
costly investments in high-
emissions technologies, 
supporting just and equitable 
transitions.

He added that the benefit 
w o u l d  a l s o  p r o m o t e  
technological innovation, 
planning for new sustainable 
infrastructure in light of 
future climate risks, and 
s e n d i n g  e a r l y  a n d  
predictable s ignals to 
investors about envisaged 
long-term societal changes.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  
devastating effect of global 
warming, Musa said that 
climate change was a reality 
that has come to stay and 
having it's disproportionate 
negative impacts around the 
globe.

“It has severally been said 
that climate change has long 
gone beyond being perceived 
as merely an environmental 
i s s u e  b u t  h a s  b e e n  
scientifically proven and 
understood as a political, 
economic and social issue.

“There is however, a 
growing recognition that 
affordable, scalable solutions 
are available now.

“The solution that will 
enable us all to leapfrog to 

cleaner, more resil ient 
societies and economies 
hence turning the challenges 
of climate change into 
opportunities”, he said.

Musa urged the committee 
to seek efficiency that would 
ensure synergies between 
the LT-LEDS, the Energy 
Transition Plan with the NDC.

He said that the effort 
would help to ensure buy-in 
and ownership by key 
Ministries, Departments, and 
Agencies (MDAs) as well as 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  
stakeholders of the final 
strategy.

“it is essential, if our long-
term strategies will be 
influential in guiding short, 
medium, and long-term 
planning”.

Earlier, the Executive 

Director, 2050 Pathways 
Platform, Mr Richard Baron, 
said the platform was created 
by some countries including 
Nigeria, to foster Long-terms 
plans on climate actions.

Baron sa id that  the 
platform would continue to 
work with Nigeria to support 
the project.

“We see the long-term 
strategy as one of the major 
processes, it's not about the 
document but about the 
process the country put in 
place, to actually start its 
j o u r n e y  t o w a r d s  i t s  
development.

“There has to be a signal 
from the heads of state or a 
high level decision that it is 
important to considered the 
decision of the long-term 
development,” Baron said. 

H E  F e d e r a l  TGovernment said it has 
paid petroleum marketers 
over N58 billion as bridging 
costs in the last five 
months.

This follows claims by the 
Independent Petroleum 
Marketers Association of 
Nigeria (IPMAN) that N500 
billion in bridging claims 
could cause a fuel crisis.

A statement signed by the 
Corporate Communications 
of the Nigerian Midstream 
a n d  D o w n s t r e a m  
Petroleum Regulatory 
Authority (NMDPRA) on 
Thursday evening indicated 
t h a t  t h e  r e gu l a t o r y  
authority made several 
payments to marketers 
whose claims have been 
verified since December 
2021.

“So far, over N58 billion 
h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  
distributed to oil marketers 
out of which about N34 
billion went directly to 
members of IPMAN,” the 
NMDPRA stated.

The petroleum regulatory 
authority further said that 
the administration of 
bridging payment is a 
continuous process as 
hundreds of trucks load and 
discharge products daily, 
adding to the claims.

“We  wou l d  l i ke  t o  
emphasise that the total 
amount paid thus far is the 
highest ever paid within a 
6-month period by previous 
fund  admin i s t ra to r s ,  
i m p l y i n g  t h a t  
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  
marketer's transportation 
differentials for petroleum 

products movement from 
depots to sales outlets is a 
priority for the NMDPRA.”

The NMDPRA stated that 
freight rates were recently 
increased to reflect current 
market real i t ies and 
stimulate investments in 
the transportation of 
petroleum products in the 
c o u n t r y  t o  e n s u r e  
uninterrupted distribution.

The organisation said 
some of the pending 

payments are the result of 
marketers' refusal to 
reconcile their claims, 
despite the Authority's 
constant appeal to come for 
reconciliation whenever 
there are discrepancies.

“We wish to state that the 
A u t h o r i t y  r e m a i n s  
committed to honour and 
process legitimate and 
verified bridging claims to 
ensure product availability 
nationwide,” the statement 
read.

HE Vice President of TNigeria, Yemi Osinbajo 
has called for a stronger 
collaboration between federal 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  
Nasarawa state government 
in order to regulate illegal 
mining in the state.

Professor Osinbajo made 
the call during the opening 
ceremony of the Nasarawa 
Investment Summit with the 
theme, “Diamond in the 
Rough” The making of new 
investment frontiers,” in Lafia.

He explained that there was 
a need for the state to work 
closely with the federal 
ministry of steel on the 
enforcement of regulations 
against the activities of illegal 
miners in the state.

“As a home of solid minerals 
there is a lot of hope of 
building a mining industry in 
Nasarawa state. “There is a 
need also for stronger 
collaboration between the 
federa l  and the s tate  
governments towards proper 
regulation against illegal 
miners in the state.”
�Pres ident ,  Dangote  

Group Alhaji Aliko Dangote, 
described the Nasarawa State 
governor, Abdullahi Sule as a 
visionary leader, particularly 
i n  a d v a n c i n g  q u i c k  
development.

He attributed the sharp 
growth recorded in Dangote 
sugar company to the 
personality of governor Sule, 
who before joining politics 
added value to the company.

He also lauded the state 
governor for allocating five 
per cent of Internal ly 
Generated Revenue (IGR) to 
infrastructure.
�“The Nigeria of yesterday 

is far away from the present 

day Nigeria,” he stated.
Governor Abdullahi Sule 

while unveiling Nasarawa 
Investment Summit, said that 
his administration would 
continue to create an enabling 
environment for investors to 
invest and other business 
activities to thrive in the state.
�He added that “The 

summit will serve as a 
platform to present credible 
and bankable investment 
opportunities that are market 
r e a d y  f o r  i n v e s t o r s  
engagement

IGERIA 'S  energy 
generation peaked at N

3,981 megawatts on 
Thursday, 12th May 2022, 
representing a 0.82% 
increase compared to the 
previous day (3,535MW). 
This is according to 
information from the 
Transmission Company of 
Nigeria (TCN).

Also, off-peak generation 
increased by 6.22% to 
3,535MW in contrast to 
3,328MW recorded during 
t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y .  
Meanwhi le, the total  
energy generated on the 
day under review was 
89.19kMWh, 0.21% higher 
t h a n  8 9 . 0 1 k M W h  
generated on Wednesday.

In the same vein, GenCos 
supp l i ed  a  t o t a l  o f  
87.99kMWh of energy, 
which is 0.3% higher than 
the 87.7kMWh sent out the 
previous day. Despite the 
marginal uptrend Nigeria's 
energy generation is still 
significantly below the 
m i n i m u m  1 0 5 k M W h  
required to record some 
level of stability in power 
supply in the country.

Meanwhile, Nigerians 
continue to grapple with 
epileptic power supply, with 
multiple grid disruptions 
recorded so far in 2022, 
c a u s i n g  w i d e s p r e a d  
blackouts across the 

country.Highlight (12th 
May 2022) Peak generation 
–  3 , 9 8 1 . 3 M W  
( + 0 . 8 2 % ) O f f - p e a k  
generation – 3,535MW 
( + 6 . 2 2 % ) E n e r g y  
generated – 89,198.4MWh 
(+0.21%)Energy sent out – 
87,987.49MWh (+0.3%)

The highest frequency for 
the day was 50.6Hz, while 
the lowest frequency was 
48.99Hz. Also, 98.64% of 
the energy generated on 
Thursday was supplied by 
the Generating companies.

Meanwhile, Nigeria's 
minister of Power, Mr. 
Abubakar Aliyu while 
discussing in an interactive 
session on “Frequent 
National Grid collapse” with 
the Senate Committee on 
P o w e r  a n d  c r i t i c a l  
stakeholders said that the 
ministry is working towards 
reliable power grid to 
ensure efficient electricity 
supply in the country.

W h y  t h i s  
mattersElectricity is an 
essential need of many 
N i ge r i an s  and  t he i r  
businesses, especially 
given the surge in the price 
of diesel and recent fuel 
scarcity across the country. 
The cost of power in the 
country has gone up and is 
further exacerbated by 
constant disruption in 
electricity supply.

FG advances strategy to 
actualise net-zero gas emission

-FG

We have paid oil marketers 
58 billion bridging costs

 Nigeria's energy 
generation peaks 

at 3,981 Megawatts

FG, Nasarawa to fight against 

Abdullahi

sylva

Obasanjo

illegal mining
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WITH CELESTINE ATTSAR

UT Professor Stephen 
Ocheni said Nigeria had a 
potential of becoming B

one of the major players of 
global economy but it could not 
attain this height before now, 
except for neglect of a core 
segment of the economy- 
entrepreneurship and over-
dependence on oil. He made the 
assertion while presenting the 
L e a d  P a p e r ,  t i t l e d :  
“Entrepreneurship Education for 
S u s t a i n a b l e  N a t i o n a l  
Development”, at the 2019 
yearly National Conference and 
Home-Coming of the Institute of 
Education, University of Nigeria, 
Nsukka (UNN) on Wednesday.

Ocheni, who received an Award 
of Excellence on Academic and 
Human Development as a 
Distinguished Alumnus of the 
university, having graduated 
with a doctorate degree in 
F i n a n c i a l  M a n a g e m e n t ,  
reinstated his firm believe in 
entrepreneurship as panacea to 
ongoing economic issues. 

The former Minister of State for 
Labour and Employment, 
lamented that the economy had 
been import-dependent and un-
diversified, saying that the 
conference was meant to 
address the next step toward 
economic  recove ry  w i th  
entrepreneurship education as 
one of the strategies for 
achieving sustainable economic 
development.

Economists and financial 
analysts have maintained that 
the major obstacle to economic 
growth of poor nations is lack of 
educated entrepreneurs, who 
are able to mobilise and 
coordinate production inputs.

In Nigeria, it is a risk for 

financial institutions that are 
able to give loan to do so, when 
viable businesses are classified 
bad due assessed lack of 
managerial experience. To them, 
such loan advance is as good as 
“throwing money away.''Of 
course, notable among the 
challenges of entrepreneurs in 
Nigeria are inadequate financial 
resources  fo r  s tar t-ups ,  
expansion, irregular power 
supply, lack of unity and mutual 
trust among Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs) and 
poor product developments.

In  many cases, there is 
complete absence of books of 
accounts, engagement of 
unskilled and cheap labour and 
inadequate infrastructure 
l e a d i n g  t o  v e r y  h i g h  
production/operational costs. 
There is also lack of patronage of 
their products by government 
agencies, use of obsolete 
technology for processing, lack 
o f  s u c c e s s i o n  p l a n ,  
inaccessibility to international 
markets and competition with 
cheaper imported products. 
Ocheni said it has been 
established that despite the 
critical role of entrepreneurs in 
the economic development of a 
nation, African countries are yet 
to fully develop strategies to tap 
t h e  i n h e r e n t  r e s o u r c e  
e n d o w m e n t ,  l e a d i n g  t o  
backwardness.

The professor of Public Sector 
Accounting, therefore, called on 
the Federal Government to 
consider the establishment of an 
Entrepreneurship University that 
would focus mainly on research 
and development, as well as 
l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  o f  
entrepreneurs, extendedly an 

introduction of a Bachelor's 
D e g r e e  p r o g r a m m e  i n  
Entrepreneurship Development 
for all universities.

“Equally, the curricula of 
existing polytechnics should be 
restructured to  promote 
entrepreneurship education and 
the production of skilled 
manpower in line with their 
traditional roles.“Potential 
entrepreneurs among students 
can be found in all disciplines and 
not limited to the economics or 
business students alone. Since 
these talents can be found in all 
d i s c i p l i n e s ,  i t  b e c omes  
imperative that appropriate 
curricula should be developed to 
accommodate all,'' Ocheni said.

As a strategy for evolving 
homegrown so lu t ions  to  
challenges, it has long been 
sugges ted  t ha t  t e r t i a r y  
institutions in the country be 
modeled in form of hands-on, 
such that graduates are 
equipped for what they can do 
for themselves, as opposed to 
the current “job hunt” after 
school. But with the will, the 
N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t i e s  
Commission (NUC) can as a 
matter of policy, enforce the 
teaching of basic entrepreneurial 
courses in all universities as a 
compulsory course. 

He said that in the areas of 
instructional facilities and 
q u a l i f i e d  
lecturers/technicians/instructor
s, universities were advised to 
collaborate with the National 
Directorate of Employment 
(NDE) which had sufficient 
manpower  in  voca t iona l  
t r a i n i n g . “ N U C  s h o u l d ,  
specifically, develop appropriate 
benchmarks for assessing the 

standard of  entrepreneur ia l  
education programmes offered in 
Nigerian universities. “The National 
Board for Technical Education (NBTE) 
should do same for polytechnics and 
technical colleges with equipped 
technical laboratories,'' he said.

The Keynote Presenter, Prof. Ismail 
Junaidu, who is also the Executive 
Secretary of Nigerian Educational 
Research and Development Council 
(NERDC), noted that countries that 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  i n v e s t e d  i n  
entrepreneurial education tend to 
demonstrate a higher regime of 
sound economic and technological 
development.

“It was recommended that for us to 
tap into the opportunities available in 
entrepreneurship, we must inculcate 
the elements of entrepreneurship 
i n t o  t e a c h e r s '  e d u c a t i o n  
programmes to enable the them 
deliver lessons capable of unleashing 
the creative ingenuities in the 
learners and make our youths the 
hub for development and progress,'' 
he said. The Director of the Institute 
of Education, UNN, Prof. Kay 
Onyechi, said that attention to 
entrepreneurship would create room 
for  youth  employment  and 
sustainable economic development.

Noting that the conference was in 
fulfilment of the statutory vision of 
the founding fathers and mandate of 
the institute to provide world-class 
education, she said the event was a 
clear testimony that the institute is 
rising to the socio-economic 
challenges facing the nation. 
President Muhammadu Buhari had 
introduced the Economic Recovery 
Growth Plan (ERGP) to address three 
major areas- accelerate growth, 
investment in human development 
and building a globally competitive 
economy. These were to address the 
country's challenges and lay the 

Entrepreneurship and Nigeria's sustained growth quest

foundation for economic 
diversification, inclusiveness 
and sustainable growth.

Ocheni commended Buhari for 
demonstrating the political will 
and determination to reduce 
unemployment rate among the 
youth through job creation and 
skills acquisition training of the 
Na t i ona l  D i rec to ra te  o f  
Employment, Social Investment 
Programme and other policies. 
B u t  t o  p r o m o t e  
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,  h e  
recommended that friendly 
bank interest rates should be 
a p p l i e d  o n  l o a n s  t o  
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a n d  b e  
encouraged to open business 
bank accounts distinct from 
personal/family accounts, a 
simple condition for advancing 
loan to an applicant which many 
could not satisfy.

He said it is time to invest 
more in the provision of 
infrastructure facilities, which is 
the base of any thriving 
entrepreneur, as easy access to 
a  r e l i a b l e  a nd  qua l i t y  
i n f ras t ruc tu re  inc reases  
productivity and efficiency, 
lowers the market costs, 
increases access to available 
markets and sustainable 
growth.

“Government should avoid 
tougher business regulations, 
which discourage business 
take-off, but rather a simplified 
business regulation required to 
unleash the entrepreneurship 
potential of a nation.“Keep tax 
rate at a reasonable level for 
small and medium sized 
enterprises which contribute 
more significantly to job 
creation and economic growth 
than they do to tax revenue,” he 
added.

Entrepreneurship is the the activity of setting up a business or businesses and taking up the associated financial risks in the 
hope of a profit. It's sometimes driven by pursuit of individual intuitiveness, talent and deliberate efforts in learning. But 
mostly, it is started small and nursed through stages, to become Small and Medium Enterprise, possibly, a large entity at last. 
CHIJIOKE NELSON writes.
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I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
,OKECHUKWU THEODORA 
CHIDIMMA now wish to be 
known and addressed as  
D O M I N I C  T H E O D O R A  
C H I D I M M A .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as       PWOL 
CHUNDUNG LUKA, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
DUNG CHUNDUNG LUKA. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

DOMINIC

DUNG

I, formerly known as NNAJI 
BERTRAND, now wish to be 
known and addressed as NNAJI 
BERTRAND CHIJIOKE. My 
correct date of birth 3-11-1972 
not 3-9-1972 All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as STEPHEN 

DAUDA ISTIFANUS, now wish 

to be known and addressed as 

ISTIFANUS DAUDA YUSUF. 

All former documents remain 

valid.  All concerned authorities 

and the general public please 

take note.

I, formerly known as GWANNA 

TIMOTHY, now wish to be 

known and addressed as 

GWAMNA WENG DAVOU. All 

former documents remain valid.  

All concerned authorities and 

the general public please take 

note.

I, formerly known as MARY 
BITRUS MASOK, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
MARY LUKA MANGAI. All 
former documents remain 
va l i d .   A l l  c on ce r ned  
authorities and the general 
public please take note.

NNAJI

GWAMNA

MANGAI

ISTIFANUS

I, formerly known as TOKWAP, 
M I C H E L  C H R I S T O P H E R ,  
M I C H A L ,  C H R I S T O P H E R  
TOKWAP, now wish to be known 
and addressed as NDEN, MICHAL 
CHRISTOPHER TOKWAP. All 
former documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as KUMLE 

SENTANG DANLADI now wish 

to be known and addressed as 

IRMIYA SENTANG BLESSING.  

All former documents remain 

valid. All concerned authorities 

and the general public should 

please take note.

I, formerly known as MISS 
YOHANNA RHODA now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
MRS BAPINA RHODA. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and 
the general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as ADAMU 
ABDURRAHMANU, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
ADAMU ABDURRAHMAN. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and 
the general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as ANDRIAS 
MANYAAL LAPDAT DA’NAAN, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as        LAPDAT 
MANYAL DANAAN.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
E M M A N U E L  B W E H B U M  
SUNDAY, now wish to be known 
and addressed as MALAN 
BWEHBUM SUNDAY.  All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 

MICHAL SHUAIBU

IRMIYA

BAPINA

NICODEMUS

I, formerly known as LADAN 
ALI, now wish to be known and 
addressed as LADAN ALI 
SHERIFUDEEN. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

LADAN

I, formerly known as IBRAHIM 

AUWAL ISA now wish to be 

known and addressed as 

IBRAHIM AUWAL. All former 

documents remain valid. All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public should please 

take note.

I, formerly known as  ISA 

TABAWA now wish to be 

known and addressed as 

SHUAIBU TABAWA. All 

former documents remain 

valid. All concerned authorities 

and the general public should 

please take note.

I, formerly known as JUMMAI 
JAMES ASUKUTUK now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
AWUL JUMMAI YAKUBU. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and 
the general public should please 
take note.

IBRAHIM

AWUL

I, formerly known as UNUSA 
YUSUF ADAMU, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
YUNUSA ADAMU  YUSUF. All 
former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
RAYMOND, VITALIS ELISHA 
now wish to be known and 
add res sed  a s  OCHUBA,  
VITALIS UZOMA. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

YUNUSA

OCHUBA

I, formerly known as  SUMAIYA 
ADAM now wish to be known and 
a d d r e s s e d  a s  U S M A N  
SUMAYYAH ADAM. Correct 
date of birth is 26-02-2002. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

USMAN

I, formerly known as MBOK 
JOHN HWOK, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
JONATHAN BON. Correct date 
of birth is 29-03-1974. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

JONATHAN

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s            
PASALI YAHAYA AHMAD, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as       YAHAYA MUHAMMAD. 
All former documents remain 
valid.   All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

YAHAYA ADAMU LAPDAT MALAN

I, formerly known as SAMAN 
EVA SIKENEN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as GBAA 
EVA. All former documents 
remain valid.  Allr concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I, formerly known as ABUBAKAR 
MUHAMMADU LAWAL, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
a s  A B U B A K A R  L A W A L  
MOHAMMAD. Correct date of 
birth 1/1/1970 not 23/5/1973. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as ECHE 
MARY JOHN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
DANIEL MARY ANDEYATSO. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

ABUBAKAR GBAA

DANIEL

I, formerly known as LINDA 
PANTI SHONLANKO, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
L I N D A  A U G U S T I N E  
SHONLANKO. Al l  former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

LINDA

I, formerly known as LALU 
UMAR, now wish to be known 
and addressed as ZUHAIRU 
UMAR. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

LALU

�I, formerly known as MARY 
KEDEM THOMAS, now wish to be 
known and addressed as  
T H O M A S  M A R Y  
MATKWAP.Correct date of birth 
16-12-1990 not 16-12-1982. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

MARY

I, formerly known as POLOK 
STMARK MOSES, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
POLOK SATMARK MUSA. All 
former documents remain 
va l i d .   A l l  c o n c e r n ed  
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

POLOK

I, formerly known as NAPRA LADE 
SUNDAY, now wish to be known and 
addressed as NAPRA LADE 
BONGVE. Correct date of birth 
15/12/1999 not 25/12/1998. All 
former documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I, formerly known as DOMLE 
NANWOR J, JACOB NANWOR 
MAIYAKI, now wish to be known 
and addressed as DOMLE NANWOR 
SIMON. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public to 
please take note.

I, formerly known as HONGHEI 
CHRISTIANA WOSHI, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
a s  K A Z E  C H R I S T I A N A  
ELISHA.  All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

I, formerly known as ABARI 
TRA GRACE, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
IGBOMS ABARI GRACE. 
Correct date of birth is 
15/2/1994 not 15/2/1987. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 

I, formerly known as IZANG 
AGWOM, now wish to be known 
and addressed as IZANG 
AGWOM AJIJI. Correct date of 
birth is 05-10-1980. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 

, formerly known as NAAN DAMAR 
FELIX, NAAN FELIX DAMAR, now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
DAMAR NAAN FELIX. Correct date 
of brith is 21/11/1986. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 

general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as YOHANNA 
DAUDA BOTSHA, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
DAUDA YOHANA DABOT. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as CLETUS 
DAWANG KAGANUNG, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as DOEWAT CLETUS DANAAN. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as NIMVYAP 
SAMUEL PONZING, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
B O N G N I M  S A M U E L  
P O N G Z I N G .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as DAVID 
MARIA AJILE, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
OLAWALE MARIA AJILE. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as DAEN 
A B E L  C H R I S T O P H E R  
KILINGSIM, now wish to be 
known and addressed as ABEL 
DAEN. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

I,  SEKBIT KOOMSAN, wish to 
state that my  correct date of 
b i r t h  i s  1 7 / 0 3 / 2 0 0 1  
not17/03/1998. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

NAPRA DOMLE

KAZE

IGBOMS IZANGYOHANNA

I, formerly known as JOYCE 
DANIEL MAMOT, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
HUSSAINA DANIEL MAMOT. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as AHMED 
HAFSAT SHUAIBU, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
HAFSAT YUSUF LADAN All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

HUSSAINA HAFSAT

I, formerly known as DALOM 
GANI DAFWOL, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
DALOM GANI PANLONG. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ISMAIL 
SULAIMAN and SAMAILA 
SULEMAN, now wish to be known 
and addressed as ALHASSAN 
SULAIMAN ISMA’IL, All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

DALOM ISMA’IL 

I, formerly known as MISS 
ROSEMARY ADAH EJEMBI, now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
ITORO ADAH ROSEMARY 
(MRS). All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

I ,  S T E P H E N  C Y N T H I A  
KACHOLLOM, wish to state that 
my correct date of birth is 
11/10/1997 not 11/10/1990. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

ROSEMARY STEPHEN

SEKBIT NIMVYAP

OLAWALEDAEN

OLASUNKANMI

NAAN CLETUS

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
OLASUNKANMI WASIU WAHAB 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as WAHAB WASIU 
KUNLE. Correct date of birth is 
31/01/1985. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

I, formerly known as DAGANA 
AGAFE, now wish to be known 
and addressed as AGAPE EMNI 
D A N G A N A .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
LUGHUTNYANG KYENMI KEFAS, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as JOSEPH KYENMI KEFAS. Correct 
date of birth is 18/9/1994 not 
18/11/1994.  All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public to 
please take note.

DANGANA JOSEPH

HAUWA

OGHENEKOME

LYDIA
I, formerly known as HAUWA 
MUHAMMAD SULAIMAN, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
HAUWA SANI ZAKARI. Correct 
date of birth is 02/04/1962. All 
former documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as LADI 
MANI GARAJE, now wish to be 
known and addressed as LYDIA 
MANI GARAJE. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

EDIME

I, formerly known as NENMAN 
DANLADI now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
NENMAN DANLADI SUNKAI.  
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

I, formerly known as EDIME 
BRIDGET, now wish to be 
known and addressed as EDIME 
BRIDGET AJUMA. All former 
documents remain valid. NECO, 
all concerned authorities and 
the general public should please 
take note.

NENMAN

PHILEMON

I, formerly known as RUTH 
CYPRIAN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as LADI 
ILIYA.  All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
PHILIMON SALOMI GEDION, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as PHILEMON 
SALOME GIDEON  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

ILIYA

PETER
I, formerly known as PETER 
S H A L P O O L  T O T Y E N  o r  
SHALPOOL PETER TOTYEN 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as PETER SHALPOL 
TOTYEN. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

KHADIJA NANYAK SHAMSHANG 

I, formerly known as KHADIJA 
MUHAMMAD HUSNA, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
M U H A M M A D  K H A D I J A  
SAMBO. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

I, formerly known as NANYAK 
ANTHONY, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
Z W A L N A P  N A N Y A K  
ANTHONY. Correct date of birht 
is 31/12/1973. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
S H A M S H A N G  J U S T I C E  
TONGKAM, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
SHAMSHANG TONGKAM. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
OGHENEKOME IVBIJARO, 
now wish to be known and 
a d d r e s s e d  a s  M R S  
OGHENEKOME OLABODE. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 



SUNDAY STANDARD,May 15,  2022Page 28

N  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
canvass ing for  a Iyouthful leadership 

come 2023 General Election, 
the National Youth Council of 
Nigeria, Kogi State Chapter 
has interfaced with Rivers 
State APC youth party leader 
and its NYCN leadership 
asking for their support 
towards the success of 
Governor Yahaya Bello's 
presidential project.

In a round table discussion 
held in River State recently, 
Chairman of Kogi NYCN, Amb. 
Usman Ogohi appreciated the 
audience granted to his team 
while lauding the leadership 
of youth stakeholders in the 
state. 

According to him, NYCN is a 
non-partisan group which is 
poised on the need of 
ensuring adequate and 
capable leadership across all 
sectors, especially as it 
relates to youth welfare and 
representation. 

He stressed that the 
emergence of Governor 
Yahaya Bello in Kogi State is a 
clear signal of what a capacity 
filled youth can do if allowed 
accent to the helm of affairs, 
stressing that through GYB, 
youth participation and 
inclusiveness in politics have 
taken a new turn in the state.

Amb. Ogohi further called 
on the unification of Nigeria 
youth in taking over power in 
2023, stressing that " if we 
don't support and stand for 
what we believe in, no one 
will do that for us and we 
would be doing ourselves a 
great disservice". 

He stressed that one thing 
that sets Governor Bello apart 
from others is his strong 
belief in equity, fairness and 
justice. This is always 
reflected in the appointment 
of his aides and the spread of 
development projects, and 
this he demonstrates in the 
provision of infrastructures 
and utilities in the state. 

In his response, the APC 
Youth leader in River State, 
who is so an APC statutory 
delegate, Baridakara Gbarato 
thanked the state chairman 
of Rivers APC for the 
arrangement, noting that 
beyond individual and party 
interests, youths must strive 
to build good relationships 
and leverage on building a 
networking platform that can 
improve members of that 
constituency

While lauding the Kogi 
NYCN efforts shown towards 
GYB2PYB advocacy in the 
country, he stressed that at 
the right time, GYB profile will 
be accessed and the needful 
will be done accordingly.

Earlier, the host NYCN 
Chairman of Rivers State, 
Nwisabari Bani commended 
the leadership traits of Kogi 
NYCN Chairman and his 
strong desire shown toward 
GYB2PYB emancipation come 
2023. 

He further urged and 
encourage the youth to wake 
up to the reality of being 

politically partisan, stressing 
that we can not achieve our 
dream Nigeria or change the 

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

APC youth groups seek support 
for Bello

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

 Senatorial aspirant for AKogi West, on the 
platform of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), Dr. Muyi Aina  
has given an assurance that 
t he  zone  w i l l  w i t nes s  
accelerated development 
under his representation if 
elected come 2023 general 
p o l l s .
Dr. Aina gave the assurance 
recently  in Lokoja, while 
unfolding his plan of action for 
the exalted seat before a 3-
man panel championing the 
Media Parley organised by the 
Nigeria Union of Journalists 
(NUJ), kogi State Council for 
National Assembly aspirants in 
t h e  s t a t e .
 Dr Aina noted that as a 
d e v e l o p m e n t - o r i e n t e d  
strategist,he will ensure that 
the people in his district have 
access to adequate job 
creation, improved education, 
effective security, efficient 
healthcare and other social 
and economic development 
opportunities to boost their 

l i v e l i h o o d
He pledged that, if given the 
mandate, he would articulate 
their needs through active 
participation in the formulation 
of laws, represent their voice 
and bring about much of 
dividends of democracy to 
them, particularly in the area of 
economic empowerment.
The aspirant, who disclosed 
that he was an arrow head of a 
youth enterprise innovation 
that attracted more than N980 
million grant to the people of 
the district, added that he was 
i n s t r u m e n t a l  t o  t h e  
establishment of an agro 
enterprise outfit at Obajana 
which empowered many youths 
on economic enterprise for self 
reliance. 

In his blue print,a copy of 
which was made available to 

Our Correspondent, Dr Aina 
p r o m i s e d  e q u i t a b l e  
distribution of projects and 
resources across the district.
He also pledged to ensure 
equitable access to healthcare 
through grassroots health 
s y s t e m  d e ve l o p m e n t s ,  
i n c l u d i ng  c en t r e s  and  
microinsurance schemes, to 
minimise out of pocket 
p a y m e n t s .
 According to him, he will 
reinstate the glory of kogi 
We s t ,  b y  f a c i l i t a t i n g  
educational infrastructure and 
human capital development to 
his people among other 
p r o m i s e s .
In his remarks, the Chairman 
of NUJ in the state, Alhaji 
Adeiza Momohjimoh,urged 
more good people like Dr Aina 
to join politics and make 
positive impact in the life of the 
people.

KSPHCDA calls for improved 
fundingFrom AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

Adamu

Bello

Qua'an-Pan Chair 
assures on security 

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Kogi West to witness 
development 

HE Kogi State Primary 
H e a l t h  C a r e  T

D e v e l o p m e n t  A g e n c y  
(KSPHCDA), yesterday, held 
its inaugural board meeting, 
with a call for adequate 
funding to enhance quality 
healthcare delivery for the 
residents of the state.

 In her remarks, the 
KSPHCDA Board Chairperson, 
O j o n u g w a  A c h i m u g u ,  
congratulated the members, 
the Executive Director, 
management and staff of the 

agency,  assur ing the i r  
willingness to contribute their 
quota for more success in the 
agency.She said that the 
meeting would enable the 
board members to be well 
informed about the concept of 
the primary health care, their 
r o l e s ,  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  
responsibilities.

 Achimugu enjoined the 
members to collaborate to 
work for the good and 
wellbeing of the good people 
of Kogi state.

  On his part, the Executive 
Director of KSPHCDA, Dr 
Abubakar Yakubu, said the 
maiden board meeting was an 
opportunity to make bold the 
confidence reposed in them by 
His Excellency, Governor 
Yahaya Bello. 

  He said that the agency was 
established by a Law passed 
by Kogi State House of 
Assembly and accented to by 
the then Governor, Alh Idris 
Wada, on April 10, 2012.

 According to him, the 
agency's mandate covers 
p r o v i d i n g  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
promoting and supporting the 
implementation of quality and 
sustainable PHC system 
through advocacy, resource 
mobilisation, partnerships, 
c apac i t y  bu i l d i ng  and  
collaboration with relevant 
stakeholders.

He said the baseline survey 
conducted in 2018 showed 

that Kogi had 838 Primary   
Health Centres (PHCs), 
adding that it had increased 
over time due to new facilities 
built through SDGs and 
private organisations.

 He highlighted some 
challenges facing the agency 
t o  i n c l u d e ;  f u n d i n g ,  
p e r m a n e n t  o f f i c e  
accommodat ion,  o f f ice 
furniture & equipment, 
inadequate  personne l ,  
o f f i c i a l  veh i c l e s ,  and  
difficulties in achieving the 
PHC Under  One Roo f  
(PHCUOR) since 2020.

  He, however noted that in 
spite of the challenges, the 
agency had made some 
tremendous achievements in 
r ou t i n e  immun i s a t i o n  
c a m p a i g n ,  s u s t a i n e d  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  w i t h  
stakeholders, more health 
facilities, improved service 
delivery, among several 
other achievements.

  The Lead Consultant to the 
agency, Dr Mary Ojonema 
Onoja-Alexander, presented 
a paper, titled: ''Concept of 
Primary Health Care and the 
Role of the Board in Kogi 
State''.

 She  s t r e s s ed  t ha t  
G ove r n m e n t s  h ave  a  
responsibility for the health 
of their people, which could 
only be achieved by the 
provision of adequate health 

HE Executive Chairman 

of Qua'an-Pan Local T
Government Council, Hon. 

Ernest Abner Da'a, has 

reiterated his administration's 

readiness to support any 

community with local security 

architecture in order to curb 

insecurity and criminal acts in 

the locality.
This was contained in a press 

statement signed by the Senior 

Special Adviser to  the 

Chairman on Media and 

Publicity, Mathias Shenang 

Yengoet, Wednesday and made 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  S U N D A Y  

STANDARD in Jos,  the Plateau 

State Capital. 
The Chairman, who spoke 

through his Deputy, Hon. Helen 

Henniet Wapmuk, while on an 

on-the-spot visit to an alleged 

robbery scene in Mararaba 

Demshin, where an entire house 

including valuables of the CEO 

Mararaba Transport Company Mr. 

Christopher Damen, (aka, Long 

Life), were burnt to ashes.
   While commiserating with the 

family and the people of 

Mararaba Demshin community, 

he condemned the incident, 

describing it as a barbaric and an 

inhumane criminal act saying, 
"my administration will not 

to lerate any attempt by 

miscreants, who will want to 

create artificial hardship among 

the people. The Council will 

support the security agents in 

conducting investigations 

towards fishing out the 

perpetrators to face the wrath 

of the law.
 Narrating his ordeal, Mr. 

Christopher Damen, also 

known as Long Life, said the 

incident started at about 

Midnight of Monday May 10 

2022; when the alleged 

robbers tried to break into the 

House but failed as the doors 

were locked revealing that, 

"when they could not gain 

access into the building, they 

set the three bedroom flat, his 

Toyota Camry Car, a new Boxer 

M o t o r c y c l e  a n d  o t h e r  

properties worth Millions of 

Naira on fire".
Damen, who was full of 

praised to God for ensuring that 

himself and 10 members of his 

family escaped by His Graces, 

solicited for assistance from 

government, groups and 

people of goodwill to enable 

him and the family come over 

the challenge they now face.
The Deputy Chairman, who 

was in company of the 

Secretary to the Council, Hon. 

Gideon Godenaan Dashe, met 

the Divisional Police Officer 

(DPO), and his Officers who 

were already on ground after 

they received a distressed call. 

At the time of the visit, the 

entire community was calm 

and sober, while the affected 

family were sorting out the 

rubies as well as receive 

sympathizers.
Prosecuting Counsel Fines 

#20,000 for staggering and 

s u m m e r s a u l t i n g  C o u r t  

proceedings.Da'a

narrative of the country 
without playing a part in the 
political system.

In a similar event, the 
National Youth Council of 
N i g e r i a ,  u n d e r  t h e  
leadership of its President, 
His Youthfulness Amb. 
Sukubo Saraigbe, in his 
chat with newsmen after 
the  counc i l ' s  annua l  
National Executive Council 
meeting, disclosed that all 
youth council members are 
free to contest in any 
elective position of their 
choice. 

According to him, there is 

a need for youth in the 

council to take advantage of 

the 'Not Too Young To Run' 

opportunity to encourage 

youth political participation. 
He added that the Council 

will be given their full 

support to any members of 

theirs that want to contest, 

in respective of the party. 
The NYCN boss also 

r e a f f i r m s  t h e  N E C  

recognition of Nassarawa 

NYCN Chairman as the state 

leader of the council and the 

Chairman of all Chairmen 

position he is currently 

...Free to contest elective positions 
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HEAD of 2023 general 
elect ion, Youths 
from six states in the A

North Central geo- political 
zone in the country have 
resolved not to support any 
presidential candidate 
w i thout  round tab le  
discussion on  their future.
 The youth under the aegis 
o f  " N a t i o n a l  Yo u t h  
Inclusive in Governance 
Organisation", disclosed 
this recently  via their 
spokesperson, Yusuf Sherif 
Banki, shortly after the 
'North Central caucus 
round table strategic 
meet ing' ,  in Lokoja.
Our Correspondent reports 
that the meeting was 
a t t e n d e d  b y  
representatives of the 
group  from Plateau, 
N a s s a r w a ,  K w a r a ,  
Benue,Kogi and Niger 
states, including Federal 
Capital Territory, Abuja .
The youth group stated 
that  the  era  where  
politicians take delight in 
using them to achieve 
power without addressing 
their plight is over.

“We must resist not be 
used by politicians as 
political tool in the next 
general election. We 
canno t  suppor t  any  
candidate without sitting 
down to discuss his 
capacity, readiness and 
vision for the youth of this 
country ",said  the group in 
a  c o m m u n i q u e  .
 The youth condemned in 
clear terms, the price of 
nominat ion  fo rm by  
political paries, especially 
by two front line political 
parties, APC and PDP, 

saying it's another strategy 
to keep youth out of 
leadership role in the 
c o u n t r y .
According to youth group, 
they have had enough of 
use and dump syndrome of 
the political leaders of this 
country, stressing that the 
youth of this country have 
to change their strategy 
and approach for the older 
generation to accord them 
the  necessary support and 
i n v o l v e  t h e m  i n  
g o v e r n a n c e .
"If you vie for sensitive 
position, the elders would 
tell you ,'you  are too 
young to be there'; you 
don't have the necessary 
experience'.  We had 
enough of this. Let come to 
round table so that we can 
d i s c u s s  o u r  f u t u r e  
together", said the group.
Earlier,  the convener of 
the meeting, Alhaji Yusuf 
Sherif Baki, said the youth 
of the nation have suffered 
enough of deprivation, and 

as such, they have decided 
to come together under this 
umbrella for them to 
negotiate their future from 
the older generation who 
held to power without a 
t h o u g h t  f o r  t h e m .
"We are patriotic youth of 
Nigeria, canvassing for 
inclusiveness of youth  in 
governance , in all tiers of 
government. We are after 
leaders that have direction 
and vision for youth. 
Leaders that can promote 
and groom youth for 
leadership . Leader that will 
resolve injustice, shun  
discrimination, inequality 
and other vices in the 
society", said Banki.

H E  F e d e r a l  TM i n i s t r y  o f  
Agriculture and Rural 
D e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  
expressed readiness to 
partner with Federal 
University Lokoja (FUL) 
o n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
activities. 
The co l laborat ion 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
Ministry, is to be 
actualised through its 
p l a n n e d  
commencement of a 
Demonstration Farm in 
the University.
This was disclosed 

during an interactive 
session between the 
Management of Federal 
University Lokoja and 
t h e  P e r m a n e n t  
Secretary,  Federa l  
Ministry of Agriculture 
a n d  R u r a l  
Deve l o pmen t ,  D r.  
E r n e s t  A f o l a b i  
Umakhihe.
The Vice-Chancellor, 

P ro fessor  O layemi  
A k i n w u m i  l e d  a  
delegat ion of  FUL 
Management and Board 
Members from the 
University's Directorate 
of Consultancy and 
Ventures to the meeting 
with the Permanent 
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  

Ministry, Dr. Ernest 
A fo lab i  Umakh ihe .
  During the meeting, 
areas of interventions, 
s u p p o r t  a n d  
collaborations between 
FUL and the Ministry 
were clearly delineated.
Dr. Umakhihe assured 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
M a n a g e m e n t  o f  
i m m e d i a t e  
implementation of the 
proposals, adding that 
the results and benefits 
a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h i s  
important interaction 

would start manifesting 
soon.
It is hoped that this 

fruitful engagement in 
terms of Agriculture 
and Agro-Business will 
further complement 
and bring to fruition the 
vision plan of Professor 
A k i n w u m i ' s  
Adm in i s t ra t i o n  i n  
establishing a Faculty of 
Agriculture in FUL and 
boost the Internal 
Revenue Generation of 
the University.

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

AGeneral of the Nigerian 
Television Authority (NTA) 
Pro. Tonnie Iredia has 
stressed the need for self 
regulation by the media to 
help eliminate government 
and made the media more 
accountable to the public.

To this end, he called for 
spec ia l  const i tut iona l  
backing to help protect the 
activities of Journalists 
while carting out their 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
responsibilities.

The former NTA Director 
General stated this is Abuja 
at the commemoration of 
the World Press Freedom 
Day with the theme. 
Journalism under Digital 
siege” Presenting a paper 
on “ what Journalists and 
media in Nigeria need to do 
to keep safe, Retain 
c r e d i b i l i t y  a n d  b e  
sustainable” Prof. Iredia 
said no one can regulate a 
platform more than the 
people who owe it.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  
credibility can best be 
attained by a profession 

 f o rme r  D i r e c t o r  

which develops its members 
to embrace best practices 
and global realities in their 
operations. 

He said the public expects 
the media to use its power 
to set the national agenda 
monitor society and serve 
as gatekeepers. 

Speaking on the use of 
social media Iredia called on 
journalist not to use the 

From JIDAUNA YANUNG, Abuja

DG stresses need for media regulation

Wunder the auspices of 
R e u n i o n  E p i s c o p a l  
conference of West Africa 
(RECOWA) have called on 
African leaders to live out 

EST African Bishops 

their Christian vocation in 
f i gh t i ng  co r rup t i on  
e t h n o c e n t r i s m ,  
sectionalism and all 
forms of injustice in the 
society.
This was part of the 
communiqué signed by 
their [president, most 
R e v e r e d  A l e x  
TouabiYoulou of the 
Diocese of Agboville Cote 
D' ivoire which was 
issued at the end of the 
4th General Assembly of 
RECOWA held in Abuja.

The clergies strongly 
denounce the policiesand 
practices of governments 

and leaders who facilitate 
a n d  p e r m i t  t h e  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  
marginalization of the 
people and endanger the 
future of the children. 

“ Tr a g i c a l l y  s o m e  
individuals engaged in 
acts of violence and 
terrorism in our sub 
region. We call on all never 
t o  g r o w  w e a r y  i n  
denouncing and rooting 
out such evils in our midst. 

“ W e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
recognize the inherent 
dangers in our current 
society. We count greatly 
on the flickers of hope 

resonating in various 
spheres. We remain 
optimistic that none of the 
problems be deviling our 
s u b  r e g i o n  i s  
insurmountable. 

“However, we need to 
work together, with like 
minds in politics religion, 
economics, social life, the 
media, in synergy  to fight 
against all forms of man's 
inhumanity to man”. 

They further called on 
African Political, religious 
leaders, and all Africans 
to pursue what promotes 
p e a c e  a n d  m u t u a l  
edification in the society. 

RECOWA calls African leaders to shun bad governance
From JIDAUNA YANUNG, Abuja

Over 69,828 candidates write 2022 NECO exam

candidates recently O
wrote the 2022 common 
Entrance Examination 
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Examinations Councils 
(NECO) for admission 
into Unity Schools. 

T h e  P e r m a n e n t  
Secretary Ministry of 
Education, David Adejo 
Andrew who disclosed 
this to newsmen in 
Abuja while monitoring 
the exams said it ran 
smoothly across the 
Federation. 

He said the idea of 
monitoring was to help 

V E R  6 9 , 8 2 8  see how government 
was progressing in 
terms of the basis for 
establishing of Unity 
Schools. 

Meanwhile, as the 
Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board 
(JAMB) test entered its 
third day, there were 
m i n o r  t e c h n i c a l  
challenges in some of 
the Computer Base 
Test (CBT) Centers. 

The 2022 Unified 
Tertiary Matriculation 
Examination (UTME) 
and Direct Entry (DE) 
commenced on Friday 

Nation Wide. 
About 1,761,338 

registered for this 
Year's UTME taking 
p lace  across  755 
C o m p u t e r - B a s e d  
Centers between May 6 
and 16, 2022. 

T H E  S U N D A Y  
S T A N D A R D  w h o  
monitored the exams in 
some Centers within 
the Federal Capital 
T e r r i t o r y  ( F C T )  
observed that there 
were minor technical 
hitches and issues in 
biometric verification.  

platform the way other 
citizens do. He said there 
shou ld  be  d i f f e rence  
between certified, trained 
journalists and citizens in 
terms of using social media.

A l s o  s peak i ng ,  t h e  
President, international 
press institute (IPI) Nigeria, 
Musikilu Mojeed urged 
Journalist to reflect on the 
numerous  cha l l enges  
confronting the practice.

Abubakar

Youths seek roundtable discussion
 with presidential aspirants

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

Iredia

Buhari
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HE Nasarawa State 

College of Health TS c i e n c e  a n d  

Technology (NCHST) Keffi has 
th

officially conducted the 9  

induction and oath taking 

ceremony of 62 Medical 

L a b o r a t o r y  S c i e n c e  

Technology graduates for 

2021 with the task  on them 

to adhere strictly to their 

professional and ethical 

conducts. 
Delivering his speech during 

the occasion, the Provost of 

the College Dr. Suleiman 

Abdullahi Mohammad Stated 

that currently the college is 

operating 10 departments 

M e d i c a l  L a b o r a t o r y  

Technicians (MLT) inclusive 

and has maintained its strong 

hold among department of 

the college over the years 

adding that it has matured 

through smooth transition of 

several heads of departments 

since its establishment in 

1999 and has graduated over 

750 technicians who are 

already engaged all over 

health facilities in the state 

and the country at large. 
The Provost then expressed 

the delight that the National 

Examination result of 2021 

graduates from the college 
thwere ranked 4  out of the 53 

Health Institutions conducted 

by the Medical Laboratory 

Science Council of Nigeria 

(MLSCN) last year adding that 

for the 23 years the college 

has existed as a school until 

March 2020 when it was 

upgraded to the college 

status by the current sitting 

Governor of the state 

Engineer Abdullahi Sule an 

action that has boost their 

morale and encouraged 

them. 
“This upgrade has opened 

several doors for advocacy 

and collaborations, including 

the procurement of 24 

assorted ICT equipments and 

their installation by the 

National Board of Technical 

Incubation (NBTI) as an 

intervention for the college, 

completion of four classrooms 

and toilets by the Save One 

Million Lives (SOML) currently 

ongoing at its permanent site” 

he disclosed. 
The  P r ovos t  f u r t he r  

disclosed that the College is in 

co l laborat ion with the 

National Board for Technical 

Education (NBTE) and three 

c o u r s e s  w e r e  g i v e n  

accreditation while others 

were in the process with the 

Ladoke Akintola University 

Ogbomosho as well as 

Ahmadu Bello University 

Zaria and the Nasarawa State 

University Keffi among other 

learning institutions across 

the country. 
He stated that after 

addressing the relocation 

hindrances such as light, 

water, lecture halls, furniture 

among others the College has 

now moved to its permanent 

site a situation that has 

c r e a t e d  a  c o n d u c i v e  

atmosphere for teaching and 

learning activities as well as 

other collaborations. 
While congratulating the 

grandaunts, the parents and 

the college for the successful 

accomplishment of their 

studies and mandates, he 

tasked specif ically the 

graduants to imbible the 

virtures of teamwork as 

competent manpower for 

primary and secondary 

Health care facility through 

accredited courses supported 

by the state, national and 

international organizations. 
“We have done our best to 

raise you as the state's nation 

and Africa's hope for better 

today as such do your best to 

manifest these virtures and 

excel and remember that 

values of teamwork are sine 

qua non for optimum health 

care delivery services and 

should be uphold by all and 

be team players” he stated. 
To the Medical laboratory 

Science Council of Nigeria, 

the Provost thanked them for 

the i r  co rd ia l  work ing  

relationship with the college 

and called for the sustainance 

of such relationship. 
Performing the induction of 

the gradaunts, the Registrar 

of the Medical Laboratory 

Science Council of Nigeria 

(MLSCN) Dr. Toans Irabor 

tasked the inductees on the 

need for them to uphold 

strictly to their professional 

ethnics warning that the 

council would not tolerate any 

sharp practices or cutting 

corners in the discharge of 

their duties which he 

described as highly critical 

and signif icant in the 

healthcare delivery service 

and all others fields of human 

endeaviours. 
Irabor who was represented 

by Mr. Obinnah Okeke further 

warned that the council would 

not hesitate to sanction 

anyone found to have 

brazenly violated the ethnics 

of their profession or 

compromising for the sale of 

any selfish gains. 
In his remarks the state's 

commissioner for Health, 

Pharmacist Ahmad Baba 

Yahaya expressed his delight 

w i t h  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  

achievement being recorded 

by the college and assured it 

of the continues support and 

co-operation from the state's 

Government. 

Inuwa distributes tricycles to 
commercial operators

From MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, 
Keffi

OLICE Public Relations PDepartment of the 
Bauchi State police command 
has confirmed the killing of 
three persons in Num village 
of Tafawa Balewa Local 
Government area in the state 
by Gunmen on 9th May, 
2022.

SP Ahmed Wakil , the Police 
Public Relations Officer  
unfolded that three people 
were killed at the said  village 
by gunmen who attacked 
residents of the area.

He further adds that two 
other persons were seriously 
injured in the incident and 
are being treated at a 
hospital.

  According to him “We 
received a distress call on the 
9th May, 2022 at about 
2 1 . 3 0 p m  t h a t  s o m e  
hoodlums armed with AK-47 
rifles stormed Num area of 
Sara village of Tafawa Balewa 
local government area of 
Bauchi state, opened fire on 
some people, causing the 
death of three people”.

The PPRO who gave the 
names of the deceased as, 
Samaila Bello, Male; Kefas 
Sarki, Male and Paulina 
Alhamdu, Female, added that 
Gode Bulus, Male and Zakka 
Mayo, Male, were seriously 
injured.

SP Wakil said “intensive 
efforts by the DPO of Tafawa 
Balewa Division and his team 
rushed to the scene of the 
crime where they rescued the 
two persons and rushed them 
to the hospital, Tafawa 
Balewa General Hospital.”

The Police voice, said the 
State Commissioner of Police 
has appealed to members of 
the public to remain calm as 
efforts are being made to 
intensify investigation.

He said that the CP has 
d i r e c t e d  t h e  A r e a  
Commander in charge of Toro 
local government area to 
move to Tafawa Balewa to 
ensure that the perpetrators 

of the dastardly act are 
arrested and made to face the 
full wrath of the law.

Wakil said the CP who called 
on members of the public to 
provide the police and other 
secur i ty agencies with 
intelligence information that 
will aid their operations, 
warned that the Force will not 
be deterred from dealing with 
all criminal elements that try 
to test its capacity.

In a related development, 
the Zaar Youth Development 
Association (ZAYODA) has in a 
press statement on Thursday 
condemed the attack, urging 
the security agencies to go 
after the perpetrators of the 
heinous act.

The press release which was 
s igned  and  i s sued  to  
newsmen by its National 
Leader, Comrade Ga'Allah 
Daniel recalled that the  
incident happened on Monday 
9th May, 2022 at about 8-30 
pm.

While sympathizing with the 
families of the affected 
victims and the entire Zaar 
land over the incident, 
Comrade Daniel appealed to 
security agencies whose 
primary assignment is to 
protect lives and properties of 
citizens to wake up and 
redouble efforts towards 

fulfilling their task.
The youth leader who also 

called on Zaar communities to 
wake up from slumber, 
charged them to be proactive 
in community vigilance and to 
be reporting any suspicious 
movements to the security 
agencies.

“We also want to call on all 
the communities bordering 
Zaar land to synergize with 
one another for better 
information through alerting 
each other to avert being 
caught unawares to evil 
minded persons”, he said.

Comrade Daniel who called 
o n  t h e  B a u c h i  s t a t e  
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t a k e  
appropriate action towards 
curtailing such barbaric act, 
recalled that similar incidents 
were recorded last year.

“We experienced series of 
attacks on our people during 
farming season last year, and 
now that this year's farming 
season is approaching , we 
have started witnessing it 
again with this present 
attack”, he forms.

Comrade Daniel while 
calling on the youths to 
remain calm urged them not 
to take laws into their hands, 
as the Security is doing 
everything humanly possible 
to justify the confidence 
reposed on them. 

Kogi begins implementation of NG-CARES, trains LG review committees
From AMEDU JOSEPH, 

Lokoja

H E  K o g i  S t a t e  TG o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
c o m m e n c e d  t h e  
implementation of Nigeria 
Covid-19 Action Recovery 
and Economic Stimulus 
(NG-CARES) programme 
in the state

The programme which 
was conceived by the 
federal government, 36 
state governors and World 
Bank is aimed at reducing 
poverty and sufferings 
encountered from Covid-
19 pandemic across the 
globe

Declaring the programme 
open in Lokoja recently, the 
S e c r e t a r y  t o  K o g i  
Government, Dr. Mrs 
Folashade Ayoade who was 
represented by the Senior 
Spec ia l  Ass is tant  to  
Governor Yahaya Bello in 
her office, Mr. Ephraim 
Amurawaiye, said that the 
training is also targeted at 
capacity building and 
equipping the participants 
with necessary roles to 
p l a y  i n  c o m m u n i t y  
deve lopment  a t  the  
grassroots.

According to the SSG" 
The training will offer the 

p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e  
opportunity to know what 
is required of them in 
playing complementary 
r o l e s  o n  r u r a l  
transformation.”

She said that the state 
government through its 
Community and Social 
Development Agency, 
organized the 2022 
Technical Training for Local 
Government Recovery 
C o m m i t t e e s  a n d  
Ministries, Departments 

and Agencies to restore the 
economic and social values 
that were lost after the 
Covid-19 pandemic that 
ravaged the world.

Ayoade hinted that the 
f o c u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
government is on how to 
ensure that the programme 
is fully implemented in 
every local government 
area of Kogi.

The General Manager of 
the Kogi State Community 
and Social Development 

Agency, Chief Dauda 
Momoh in his speech, 
disclosed that the NG-
CARES programme is 
slated for two years in the 
s t a t e .  T h e  G e n e ra l  
Manager disclosed that the 
first phase which has 
started will cover 11 local 
government areas of the 
state and will end on 
October, this year before 
the commencement of the 
second year for the 
remaining LGAs to benefit.

He expressed optimism 
that the training will 
educate beneficiaries on 
the rudiments of viable 
projects execution that 
would uplift the living 
standard of the rural 
populace. He commended 
community development 
officers in the three 
senatorial districts of the 
state for their task in 
e n s u r i n g  e f f e c t i v e  
supervision of projects 
within their communities 
on behalf of government.

Chief Dauda Momoh 
therefore, called on the 
Kogi State Government for 
timely release of funds to 
h i s  Agency  fo r  the  
r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  
programme.

From ABBAS 
GUNGURA, Bauchi

Police confirms three killing 

Alkali

Bello

Adamu





NE of the trends that 
Nigeria has embraced Ot h a t  h a s  m o r e  

d i s a d v a n t a g e s  t h a n  
advantages is asho ebi. This is 
simply the act of wearing a 
specific wrapper or lace which 
may be accompanied by 
headgear during an event 
along with hundreds of other 
people. This is done to 
express loyalty, support or 
solidarity. It could be funeral, 
wake keep, naming ceremony 
or birthday.
It is important to point out 

that it is only on rare 
occasions that men bother 
about ashoebi. A man can 
wear something as casual as 
jeans and t-shirt and he is 
good to go for any occasion. 
However, women are crazy 
about ashoebi for the fact that 
it makes them feel like they 
belong.
The ashoebi is usually 

decided by the celebrant of 
birthday, or marriage who 
may have preferred colours. 
In the case of funeral, it is 
most likely decided by the 
aggrieved party or parties. 
A stranger to Nigerian 

weddings may be amazed by 
how colourful it is. This is 
because in one wedding, there 
could be more than ten 
ashoebi, each representing a 
class or relationship. 
In  one  wedd ing  one  

witnessed, there was ashoebi 
of #45, 000. This was worn by 
the high class friends of both 
mothers of the couple. Next to 
it was an ashoebi of #7000. 
This was worn by all and 
sundry. 
At weddings like this, in 

church, all may be treated as 
equal. But the moment 
everyone stepped on the 
reception ground, there would 
be class disparity. Those 
wear ing the expensive 
ashoebi are usually given an 
exalted position while those 
wearing the cheap one, will 
have to make do with any 
position. 
It also means that those 

wearing expensive ashoebi 
will be seated on round tables 
where there will be assorted 
drinks for their consumption. 
And when it is eating time, 
they will be served first and 
the best while others will be 
served whatever remained. 
If you have ever experienced 

the disparity, then you will 
understand why some people 
go to all lengths to wear the 
expensive ashoebi. According 
to a Lagos based Jos lady, Mrs 
Attah, “No one wants to be 
looked down at”. She cited a 
situation where those that 
wear expensive ashoebi are 

not only treated like royalty 
but are given very expensive 
souvenirs. Those in the other 
class are ignored or if lucky, 
given rubber bowls or dust 
pan. 
Attah corroborated the 

notion that so many women 
b o r r o w  m o n e y  o r  d o  
unwholesome acts to make 
sure they buy ashoebi. A lady 
who  wants  to  rema in  
anonymous said some of her 
friends in Abuja will go out of 
their way to use what they 
have to get what they want 
especially if the wedding is 
here in Jos, better still in the 
village. She explained that to 
maintain the name Abuja 
babe, which is synonymous to 
big girl is not easy. 
From every indication, 

ashoebi has done more harm 
than good. Apart from class 
distinction, it has robbed 
couples of gifts. Mrs Laven 
said that if she coughs out so 
much money to buy your 
ashoebi, then you should 
understand and don't expect 
any gift. Gifts used to be part 
and parcel of marriage that 
used to help newly wed's 
begin their home. 
Mr Shitnaan said he hates 

ashoebi because it has cost 
him so much. He is a civil 
servant who has had to pay for 
ashoebi more than twice to 

avoid fight with his wife. 
Shitnaan said he alone knows 
what he went through to pull 
through those times as regards 
feeding his family. 
Another man who does not 

want his name in print for 
obvious reasons said every 
sane man hates ashoebi 
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because it is no respecter of 
budgets. He said his wife would 
always plan with the ashoebi 
sellers to bring it directly to 
him. And he would be 
shameless to refuse to buy one 
for his wife depending on the 
relationship. 
In different ways, the men are 

pleading with women to 

consider the harsh economic 
condition and give them some 
space  to  hand le  o ther  
important issues in the home 
front. 
It will not be out of place for 

colours to be given instead of 
ashoebi. That wi l l  give 
everyone peace and bring back 
the old practice of giving gifts 
during weddings. 

METRO-FOCUSMETRO-FOCUS

Ashoebi: Conduit pipe draining our pockets
By YVONNE ISHOLA





H E  S e r v i n g   
Governor of Ekiti 
S t a t e  ,  f o rme r  T

Minister of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria and now 
a presidential aspirant 
under shade of the ruling 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) Dr Kayode Fayemi, 
was recently hosted at the 
state Secretariat of the 
Party  in Bauchi where he 
addressed and politely 
begs for mandate of 
delegates ahead of the 
presidential primaries 
coming up soon.

Mr Fayemi who did not 
hide his purpose of coming 
to Bauchi  when talking to 
national delegates at the  
State Chapter of the Party 
along Maiduguri road, 
informed that he is in the 
state to consult with 
leaders of the party and 
exchange ideas in order to 
move the nation forward.

He explained that what 
informed his decision to  for 
the  pos i t i on  o f  the  
president in the 2023 
general elections is to solve 
the challenges of security 
bedevilling the nation, 
U n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  
education, stressing that 
Nigeria needs leaders that 
will change the narratives 
of the country where every 
citizen will be proud of 
being a Nigerian.

The presidential aspirant 
proudly said as an expert in 
security matters  he has 
succeeded in helping many 
countries that had security 
challenges in the past to 
resolve their  issues, 
without tears. 

“Our aspiration is to 
continue from where the 

President will stop in May 
2023. We will quickly fill out 
the gaps that must have 
been created and left 
behind. We will build on the 
g a i n s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu Buhar i 's  
administration and address 
the gaps that our people 
have highlighted across the 
country “.

“I will like to say that by 
my training, my experience 
and knowledge, I have 
what it takes to make a 
fundamental difference in 
the life of our people.

“That is why, what I have 
come to share with you is 
called 'My pact with the All 
Progressives Congress' and 
I believe that has been 
shared. I hope our leaders 
will take the time to go 
through and see some of 
the issues I highlighted in 
the document”

“ B u t  I  h a ve  b e e n  
fortunate to have worked in 

various capacities, I used 
to be an agitator fighting 
for democracy in Nigeria in 
the military days. I used to 
run something called Radio 
Kudirat when we were 
fighting the military for 
annulling June 12”

“I have been a consistent 
c a r d  c a r r i e r  b e f o r e  
becoming a politician. As a 
young student leader, a 
pro-democracy crusader 
and many other things that 
eventually brought us into 
politics” he said

He then solicited the 
support of the national 
delegates from Bauchi 
state at the venue of the 
party's primaries urging 
them to cast their votes for 
him in order to become the 
p a r t y ' s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
candidate in the general 
elections.

Adding that he has no 
money to influence their 
votes and even if he has he 
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Fayemi begs delegates
 mandate 

Kayode

Amao

Sule

 From ABBAS GUNGURA,
 Bauchi

S Governor Abudullahi ASule formerly picked his 
nom ina t i on  f o rm  and  
declared his intention to 
recontest his position come 
2023 general elections, the 
people of his state have been 
called upon to rally round his 
aspiration. 

Abdullahi picks renomination form
From MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, 

Keffi

 his position come 2023 
general elections, the people 
of his state have been called 
upon to rally round his 
aspiration. 

The  immed ia te  pas t  

secretary to the State 
Government Alhaji Aliyu 
Tijjani made the call when he 
received the leadership and 
members of the physically 
challenged people from keffi 
local government area who 
paid him a solidarity visit in 
h i s  coun t ry  home  i n  
Nasa rawa  du r i ng  t he  
Weekend. 

He believeds that the re-
e l e c t i o n  o f  Gove rno r  
Abdullahi Sule would help to 
c o n s o l i d a t e s  o n  t h e  
remarkable achievement 
r e c o r d e d  b y  h i s  
administration and even 
break new grounds for the 
betterment of people in the 
state. 

Tijjani who is the traditional 
titled holder of Sadaukin 
Nasarawa observed that with 
the absence of any contender 
to the seat as no one has 
formally  declared to contest 
thus making the Governors 
as a single candidate clearly 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h i s  
administration has done well 
to win the support and 
confidence of the majority 
people in the sate

“Given the absence of no 
any challenger within the APC 
signifies that the Governor 
has won the support and 

confidence of the people in 
the state and that his 
endorsement by the stake 
holders of the party is the 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  
satisfaction” he contended

The former SSG further 
observed that it was only 
recently that the Governor 
executed many laudibable 
developmental projects that 
cut across all parts of the 
state especially in the areas 
of electrifications where light 
were taken to Loko, Umasha, 
Moroa, Azara and many 
villages with a view  to 
enhance  t he i r  s o c i o -
economic activities 

While commending the 
people of the state for their 
peacefully co-existance, 
unity and harmony he 
appealed to them to continue 
to sustain the spirit and 
always remain loyal to the 
constituted authorities to 
enable it sustain its efforts in 
given the best. 

He also appealed to the 
people to always report any 
suspicious movement s to the 
a p p r o p r i a t e  s e c u r i t y  
apparatus for an immediate 
action so that the peace and 
security being enjoyed 
across the state would be 
sustained. 

HE Nigerian Air Force T(NAF) has commenced 
activities to mark its 58th 
anniversary celebration which 
is due to hold at the Nigerian 
Air Force Base, Kano from 19 
to 21 May 2022. This was 
disclosed by the Chairman, 
Organizing Committee, NAF 
D a y  2 0 2 2  
Celebration/Reunion, Air 
Commodore Olasunkanmi 
Abidoye at a press briefing 
held at the Headquarters NAF, 
Abuja. 

 The Chairman also disclosed 
that the theme of the 
ann i ve r sa r y  wh i ch  i s ,  
“Enhancing Nigerian Air Force 
Efficiency in Joint Operations 
for Effective Response to 
Contemporary  Nat iona l  
Security Imperatives,” is 
a imed  a t  emphas i z ing  
renewed focus on joint 
military operations and 
effective synergy among the 
Services and other security 
a g e n c i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  
consolidating on the gains of 
the employment of airpower 
especially at this critical stage 
in the Nation's history. The 
theme is also in tandem with 
the Chief of the Air Staff 
(CAS), Air Marshal Oladayo 
Amao's vision “To enhance 
and sustain critical airpower 
capabilities required for joint 
force employment in pursuit 
o f  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  
imperatives”.

The Chairman further 
disclosed that series of 
activities have been lined up 
to enlighten Nigerians on 
NAF's efforts in the fight 
against insurgency, terrorism 
and other forms of criminality 
in the country. He noted that 
the anniversary would feature 
a seminar and aerial display 
by some NAF platforms. 

According to him, “ there will 
be series of pre-event 
act iv i t ies  tak ing p lace 
simultaneously at NAF units 
across the country. These 
activities include Juma'at 
P r a y e r s  a n d  
Interdenominational Church 
Service on Friday, 13 and 
Sunday,  15 May 2022 
respectively”. 

He further stated that there 
would be medical outreaches 
to host communities across 

From Dorcas Pankyes,
 Abuja

the country, while the Nigerian 
Air Force Officers' Wives 
Association (NAFOWA) would 
also embark on humanitarian 
support activities to some 
selected communities in Kano 
State. 

The Chairman noted that 
activities scheduled for the 
celebration were geared 
towards winning the consent 
and support as well as 
appreciating Nigerians for 
their support and goodwill 
over the years.

Speaking further,  the 
Chairman noted that the 
seminar scheduled to take 
place on 19 May 2022 would 
provide opportunity for 
seasoned experts to present 
papers on air to ground 
integration and operational 
efficiency as well as optimizing 
NAF platforms for effective 
joint force employment. 

The focal point of the 
Seminar, he said was to proffer 
workable strategies aimed at 

checkmating various security 
challenges confronting the 
Nation. The anniversary, he 
noted, would also witness the 
Pulling out Ceremony of 
members of 35th and 36th 
Regular Course who recently 
retired from the Service. 

A golf kitty would also be 
held in Kano while other 
sporting activities would take 
place simultaneously in all 
NAF units across the country 
as well as a Re-union Night to 
honour some retired senior 
officers of the NAF after many 
years of meritorious service to 
the Country.  

The anniversary ceremonies 
are expected to end on 
yesterday, 21 May 2022 with a 
ceremonial parade, symbolic 
f ly-past, Research and 
D e v e l o p m e n t  ( R & D )  
exhibition and photo gallery 
display. The Commander-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces, 
P res iden t  Muhammadu  
Buhari GCFR is expected to be 
the Special Guest of Honor at 
the event.

NTENDING pilgrims from IPlateau State, who have 
made deposit for the 2022 
Hajj with the Muslim Pilgrims 
Welfare Board from May 
13th to 17th, 2022 should 
top up their deposit to 2.5 
m i l l i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  
announcement of the actual 
hajj fare by the  National 
Hajj Commission.

This was contained in a 
press release signed by 
Namu  Sanusi Information 
Officer to the Executive 
Secretary of the Board and 
made available to SUNDAY 
STANDARD recently in Jos.

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  
Secretary,Plateau State 
Muslim Pilgrims Welfare 
Board, Barr.Auwal Abdullahi 
disclosed this while briefing 
his management staff in his 
office.

He said that the top up of 
the deposit by the intending 
Pilgrims would enable the 

Intending pilgrims urged to top deposit

By HOSEA NYAMLONG

b o a r d  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  
prospective master list for 
the trip to Saudi Arabia.

The statement added that 
the deadline for the exercise 
b e c a m e  n e c e s s a r y ,  
considering the time frame 
for the airlift of the intending 
pilgrims to the Holy land.

Abdullahi, emphasized 
that only intending Pilgrims 
who deposited up to the 
minimum of 2.5 million by 
the deadline would be 
registered in the master list 
of the board for this year's 
hajj exercise.

He maintained that the 
board has already mapped 
out strategy to conduct 
hitch-free exercise in 
preparing the intending 
pilgrims to attain an 
acceptable hajj, in spite of 
the short time in the 
preparation.

NAF flags off 58th Anniversary activities



I, formerly known as JOSEPH 
TEMANG KYENSHAK, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
SYLVESTER KYENSHAK.All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

SYLVESTER

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
CONVENANT DAWAS FESTUS, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as LUKA PAGORETA 
DAWAS. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
please take note.
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Change of Name

I, CHUHWAK MARY YOP wish 
to state that my correct date of 
birth is 12/9/1977.All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
NGUMUWAN ZAPHANIAH 
JOEL, now wish to be known and 
a d d r e s s e d  a s  J O E L  
ZAPHANIAH .  A l l  fo rmer  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

CHUHWAK

JOEL

ARANDONG

BULUS

LONGS

OLOWONIWA

KAIWA

PETER

JOSHUA

YARNAP MOHAMMED

I, formerly known as SELFA 
NANNA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as LONGS LOHFE 
DANIEL ZAMDEDE. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
O L O W O N I W A  G B E N G A  
OLUYOMI, now wish to be known 
and addressed as OLOWONIWA  
ZION GBENGA. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as DAVID 
KAIWA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as KAIWA 
DAUDA. DOB 3/08/1988. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public please take 
note.

I, formerly known as KUMBEN 
FIRKOP, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
PETER EZEKIEL KUMBEN. All 
former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public please 
take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
A R A N D O N G  M A L L O  
ZACHEAUS, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
ARANDONG ZAKKA MALLO. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public please 

I, formerly known as TAPCHIN 
JASMINE PHILIP, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
BULUS TAPCHIN PHILIP. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ENOCH 

SELBOL YARNAP, now wish to be 

known and addressed as YARNAP 

VYAPDONG ENOCH SELBOL.  All 

former documents remain valid. 

All concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 

note.

I, formerly known as IDRIS 

AHAMED MUHAMMED, now wish 

to be known and addressed as 

MOHAMMED IDRIS AHAMED.  

All former documents remain valid. 

All concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 

note.

I, formerly known as JOSHUA 
BLESSING, now wish to be known 
and addressed as JOSHUA 
BLESSING ZALAMI. Correct date 
of birth is 01/01/1997 not 
01/01/1994. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
please take note.

IJEOMA KAMSIYOCHUKWU

I, formerly known as IJEOMA 
ANNA ALEXANDER, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
IJEOMA UBONG UDOH All 
former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public please 
take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
KACHOLLOM ANNA PAM, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
a s  K A M S I Y O C H U K W U  
KACHOLLOM-PAMKAI  IGWE. . 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public please take 
note.

DOBOER 

I, formerly known as DABOER 
STANLEY, now wish to be known 
and addressed as DOBOER 
KATPEL DAKUP. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as MERCY 
JOSEPH, now wish to be known 
and addressed as MARY JOSEPH. 
. All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public please take 
note.

MARY

DOBOER 
I, formerly known as BINBAP 
YAHNAN, now wish to be known 
and addressed as BINBAP 
YAKNAN. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
please take note.

I, formerly known as SUNDAY 
ANAH NIMYA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as SUNDAY 
NIMYA. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
please take note.

MARYSUNDAY BINBAP

I, formerly known as PHILIP 
YILLENG, now wish to be known 
and addressed as YILLENG 
PHILIP. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public please take note.

I, formerly known as MISS 
NANCHER MICHAEL VONGDIP, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as MRS. SUNDAY CHARITY 
NANCHER. DOB 19/7/1997. All 
former documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as DACHEN 
JENNIFER NAANGOEME, now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
D A C H E M  J E N N I F E R  
NAANGOEME. Correct date of birth 
is 5/11/1996 not 5/11/1959. All 
former documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

YILLENG SUNDAY

DACHEM

I, formerly known as AUGUSTINE 
MAISHIOL IGNATIUS, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
Y I L S W A N G  M A I S H O L  
A U G U S T I N E  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

YILSWANG

LUKA

OLOWONIWA

MUSA

I, formerly known as DATMIYET 
DOENMYANG KOKSHIK, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as DAIMIYET DOENMYANG. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public please 
take note.

I, formerly known as MUSA 
DODO DUNG, now wish to be 
known and addressed as MUSA 
DODO MANDYENG. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

DAIMIYET

MUSA
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HE umbrella body of all 
Catholic laity in Nigeria Treceived with sadness 

the news of the gruesome 
murder of Miss Deborah 
Samuel, a 200Lstudent of 
Shehu Shagari College of 
Education, Sokoto, who was 
killed for alleged blasphemy

T h e r e  c a n n o t  b e  a  
justification whatsoever for the 
murder of Miss. Deborah 
Samuel therefore, we call on 
the Federal and Sokoto State 
Governments to as a matter of 
urgency and for the unity of our 
dear country to go beyond just 
condemning the act and 
ensure that all those involved 
in her killing are arrested and 
punished according to the laws 
of the land.

This was contained in a press 
released signed by 

National President of Catholic 
laity council of Nigeria and 
made available to SUNDAY 
STANDARD on Friday in Jos.

We want to remind the 
Federal Government that this 
is not the first time such 
barbaric act is taking place in 
the country all in thename of 
religion and the reason we are 
witnessing same now is 
because the expected action to 
serve as deterrent was never 
taken as the perpetrators were 
o en le to go scot-free.

Enough of this act of violence 
and insensitive behavior of our 
muslim youth. God remains 
powerful and can never be 
represented by any mortal 
called human being. Our 
religious leaders must preach 
that always as no human being 
can take life he never created 

Hon. (Sir) 
Henry H. Yunkwap KSJI,JP, 

, 

ft ft 

no matter the circumstances.
We want to note here that 

nobody has the monopoly of 
violence as such our youth must 
not be allowed to be used as 
agents of destruction under any 
religious guise. We, therefore, 
call on Christians to remain 
calm and resolute in leaving the 
faith especially in a time like this 
as emphasized by the Catholic 
Bishop of Sokoto, Most Rev. 
Matthew Kuka in his press 
release.

As citizens, we must always 
note that this is the only country 
we have and that religion was 
meant to unite us therefore, we 
must do all it takes to make it 
habitable for everybody to live 
in irrespective of his or her 

religion and the geography 
location.

While we commend the pro-
activeness of the Sokoto State 
government and the security 
agents for arresting two persons, 
westate here that the number of 
those arrested is not enough 
considering the number of those 
that took part in the act as seen 
insome videos that went viral.

As we condemn in strong terms 
this senseless and barbaric way 
of life, we won’t like to use this 
medium to condole with the 
family of late Deborah Samuel 
for God to grant them the 
fortitude to bear the lost and for 
God to bless her soul with eternal 
rest. Amen.

By HOSEA NYAMLONG

O M B E  S t a t e  GG o v e r n o r ,  
M u h a m m a d u  I n u w a  
Y a h a y a ,  h a s  
c o m m i s s i o n e d  
multimillion naira worth of 
m e d i c a l  e q u i p m e n t s  
d o n a t e d  b y  M T N  
Foundation at the Federal 
Teaching Hospital Gombe.

Represented by h is 
Deputy, Manassah Daniel 
Jatau, the Governor said 
the contribution of MTN 
was apt and coming at  a 
t ime when numerous 
health challenges were 
confronting the people, 
more so that Government 
alone cannot carter for all 

Yahaya commissions Medical Equipment 
donated to FTH 

the needs of the people.
T h e  G o v e r n o r  

commended the gesture 
o f  M T N  f o r  
c o m p l i m e n t i n g  
government's efforts by 
the provision of the 
medical equipments as 
its own Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) to 
it's host community.

He said the state needs 
and deserves more of 
such interventions by 
t h e  F e d e r a l  
Government, private 
o r gan i z a t i on s ,  and 
individuals because of 
the influx of people into 
t h e  S t a t e  f r o m  

neighbouring States that 
have been devastated by 
insurgency.

Earlier in his remarks, the 
C h a i r m a n  o f  M T N  
Foundation, Prince Julius 
Adeluyi, said they have 
been collaborating with 
the Federal and Gombe 
State Government in 
touching lives positively 
not only in the area of MTN 
services but also through 
provision of other social 
services.

Represented by the 
Executive Secretary, MTN 
Foundation, Mrs Odunayo  
Sanya, the Chairman said 
the provision of hospital 
equipments at the FTH, 
Gombe was a testament 
f o r  t h e  p o w e r  o f  
partnership. She then 
thanked the federal and 
the state government for 
allowing MTN to contribute 
to Gombe State.

She said, apart from the 
hospital equipments the 
F o u n d a t i o n  h a s  
contributed in the area of 
upgrading of Primary 
Health Centres, launching 
of the Yellow Mobile Clinic, 
I CT  L ab s  and s o l a r  
boreholes in some local 
governments of the state.

She said equipments 
donated to the FTH 
Gombe, included a 50 bed 
capacity accident and 
emergency department 
w i t h  f u l l y  e q u i p p e d  
dedicated theatre, oxygen 
supply, concentrators, as 
well as plaster room, 

laboratory, pharmacy and 
cardiac monitors.

M i n i s t e r  o f  
Commun i ca t i ons and 
Digital Economy, Isa Ali 
Ibrahim Pantami, revealed 
that the supply of the 
equipments was at the 
instance of an intensive 
discussion with the MTN 
Management on how and 
where to undertake their 
CSR where the choice of 
Gombe was arrived at 
following a request by the 
Chief Medical Director of 
the Federal Teaching 
Hospital, Gombe.

The Minister of Health, 
Dr. Osagie Ehanire, who 
was represented by the 
D i r e c t o r ,  H o s p i t a l  
Services, Federal Ministry 
o f  Hea l th ,  Adeb inpe 
Adebiyi, appreciated the 
M i n i s t e r  o f  
Commun i ca t i ons and 
Dig i ta l Economy, for 
facilitating the donation of 
the hospital equipments in 
the FTH, Gombe by the 
MTN Foundation.

Chief Medical Director of 
the hosital, Dr. Yusuf 
Mohammed, appreciated 
G o m b e  S t a t e  
Government, Ministers of 
Health, as well as that of 
Commun i ca t i ons and 
Digital Economy, and the 
MTN Founda t i on  f o r  
assisting in the provision 
of the equipments. He 
appealed for a City Scan 
M a c h i n e  a n d  m o r e  
e q u i p m e n t s  f o r  t h e  
hospital to function very 
well for the benefit of the 
North East.

I, formerly known as HARUNA, 
RIFKATU DUSU, now wish to be 
known and addressed as DUSU, 
HARUNA RIFKATU. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

HARUNA

I, formerly known as TINA 
TIGA, now wish to be known and 
addressed as TIGA TINASON 
MALI. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public please take note.

TIGA

Catholic laity sad over 
Deborah’s gruesome murder

Yunkwap

Yahaya



SUNDAY STANDARD May 15, 2022  Page 36

How Son become League Golden Boot contender?
By ALEX KEBLE

T speaks volumes that on 

the day of Arsenal's trip to Itake on Tottenham, the 

player the visitors most fear is 

not the man with 11 goals in 14 

games against them, Harry 

Kane.
Only Mohamed Salah has 

scored more goals than the 

Spurs forward in the English top 

flight this season, which is the 

result of a slight tactical change.
Instead, ahead of the most 

crucial North London Derby in 

years, it his his forward partner 

who will have been giving Mikel 

Arteta nightmares.
T h e r e  i s  n o  g r e a t e r  

compliment to Son Heung-min, 

whose 27 goal contributions 

this season places him second 

in the Premier League charts 

behind Mohamed Salah.
Twenty of those have been 

goals, making him the league's 

top non-penalty goalscorer and 

Son has always been a little 

under-rated, his highlights reel 

and hard-working attitude for 

some reason failing to grab 

enough attention outside of 

Tottenham.
It is certainly strange that Son 

has not been the subject of 

record-breaking transfer bids in 

the same way that Kane has. 
Finally, though, he is getting 

the attention he deserves 

thanks to those goalscoring 

n u m b e r s  s h o o t i n g  u p  

significantly over the last two 

years.

leaves him just two behind 

Salah in the running for the 

Golden Boot.

Across all competitions, his 21 

goals this season is a joint-

career high, level with his 2020-

21 performance, but achieved in 

eight fewer matches.
The  r e a son  f o r  Son ' s  

improvements are largely 

tactical. Under a series of 

counterattacking managers, 

from Jose Mourinho through to 

Antonio Conte, Son's role has 

changed significantly from the 

days when he was part of a 

possession-centric side, and 

Tottenham's new way of playing 

is better suited to the South 

Korean's skill set.
Beginning with Mourinho and 

taken up, with wildly different 

success rates, by Nuno Espirito 

Santo and Conte, Spurs have 

spent the last three years as a 

team with a deeper base line 

than most big clubs.
The focus is on making use of 

transitions – when the ball is 

turned over – to break quickly 

into space, as opposed to 

pressing high and focusing on 

dominating possession.
Although this is a rather broad 

description of what separates 

Mourinho, Nuno, and Conte 

from most other 'Big Six' 

manage r s  such  a s  Pep  

Guardiola, Jurgen Klopp, 

Thomas Tuchel, or Arteta, it is a 

helpful way to appreciate how 

Son's role has shifted.
Whereas under Mauricio 

Pochettino, when Son would 

expect to get hold of the ball in 

the final third, taking part in a 

longer phase of build-up play 

that means he is facing an 

opponent chiefly sat behind the 

ball, now he collects possession 

in deeper areas and is part of a 

three-pronged attack to counter 

at speed.
Naturally, this suits Son's 

b r i l l i a n t  d r i b b l i n g  a n d  

acceleration, as well as his 

unusually high technical ability 

while running at pace.
And while Tuchel or Klopp, for 

example, would be equally keen 

to utilise these qualities, they 

would do so from high turnovers, 

not from the deeper shape that a 

succession of managers at 

Tottenham have deployed.

This is captured neatly in the 

statistics. As the table below 

shows, Son is passing longer 

and more vertically season on 

season, while the number of 

passes made while under 

pressure has dramatically 

reduced over the last two years.

Son and teammate

Son
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ITY won a sensational game 4-
3 and take that slender lead to 
the Bernabeu on Wednesday C

to meet a side that has since been 
crowned champions of Spain.
Winning La Liga sees Carlo Ancelotti 
become the first manager to win the 
title in Europe's top five leagues - and 
should he claim the Champions 
League, he will become the first to 
win it four times, moving clear of 
Liverpool's Bob Paisley and Real's 
Zinedine Zidane. 
But still, the Spanish giants are often 
accused of winning despite the Italian 
rather than because of him.
What is their gameplan? How many 
times have individuals bailed them 
out? 
Los Merengues are in the middle of a 
rebuild and while they may be 
signif icantly better managed 
f inancia l ly  than compet i tors 
Barcelona, they still cannot boast 
squad perfection. 
They simply do not have much money 
to spare. There are stadium 
renovations to think of and the 
purchase of PSG striker Kylian 
Mbappe to fund, not just because of 
his talent but because his marketing 
potential will generate another 
revenue stream. 
As such, the squad consists of ageing 
stars and developing kids but little 
else in between. Their net spend in 
the transfer market in the past 
decade, according to the Football 
Observatory
, is lower than that of teams such as 
Leeds, Crystal Palace and Aston Villa. 
In the past two summers, Real have 
only paid money for one player, 
Eduardo Camavinga who arrived for 
£28m from Rennes. 
Considering the squad's deficiencies, 
Real president Florentino Perez was 
limited in his choices for a coach 
when he looked for a replacement for 
Zinedine Zidane in 2021. He needed 
a pragmatist, someone who made 
the best of what was already there as 
the club continued to rebuild. 
In came Ancelotti for his second spell. 

The 62-year-old is a master at 
working with what he has and in 
putting the quality of the individual 
at the forefront of his plans but that 
wasn't always how he did things. 
He trained under the great Arrigo 
Sacchi and grew up learning the art 
of a great playing strategy. The 
system was so important to him that 
he famously did not want Roberto 
Baggio or Gianfranco Zola in his side 
because they did not suit the 
system.
His time at Juventus and training 
France legend Zidane as well as his 
ensuing experience made him learn 
to adapt and he has since become a 
pragmatist who puts the players 
first. 
Loyalty to the player means putting 
them in the ideal conditions to 
express their best. Let's take 
forwards Vinicius Jr and Karim 
Benzema as an example.
Against Borussia Monchengladbach 
in last season's Champions League, 
Benzema was caught on camera 
accusing Vinicius Jr of "playing 
against us", telling team-mate 
Ferland Mendy to not pass the 
youngster the ball. The Brazilian's 
inability to make the right decision 
under pressure was noted by many.
In December 2020, just a few weeks 
later, Spanish newspaper Marca 
asked their experts to explain why 
Real were not performing, especially 
in attack.
"There is a lack of a goalscorer to 
make the difference in matches. 
Cristiano [Ronaldo]'s departure has 
been more decisive than many 
thought," said journalist Felipe Del 
Campo. 
Fast forward 13 months from when 
that report was published and ESPN 
reminded us in January 2022 that 
"Real pair Karim Benzema and 
Vinicius Junior have outscored the 
entire Barca squad thus far, having 
s h a r ed  36  g oa l s  b e tween  
themselves as opposed to the 35 
goals collectively amassed by the 
Catalans".
Ancelotti always downplays how 
much he advises his players but 

clear data was collected and studied 
to help Vinicius Jr make better 
decisions and allow him to form a 
better partnership with Benzema. 
Ballon d'Or and World Cup winner 
Fabio Cannavaro once explained just 
how vital Ancelotti was to his own 
development. 
"What I remember the most from 
Ancelotti is learning zonal marking," 
said the former Real, Juventus and 
Inter Milan defender. "I was 
accustomed to only tracking the 
man, but with him I learned the right 
movements and posture."
As for Benzema, when he missed his 
first ever penalty for Real in January 
2022, Ancelotti absorbed all the 
criticism and told everyone it was his 
fault and not his striker's. 
Allowing the individuals to shine is 
one thing but Ancelotti is also one of 
the finest readers of the game. He 
never stops working in a match, 

adjusting and forcing tactical 
changes that provoke mistakes 
f r o m  o p p o n e n t s  w h i l e  
simultaneously putting his players 
in a better position to exploit. 
Against Chelsea in the Champions 
League quarter-final, Real suffered 
deeply in the second leg. They were 
forced deeper and deeper but kept 
adjusting to increase the energy in 
midfield and maintain an attacking 
threat. The idea was to push Luka 
Modric closer to the attack and give 
him more opportunity to find a killer 
pass by bringing on Rodrygo. A goal 
was instantly achieved.
Against another great pragmatic 
strategist in Thomas Tuchel, 
Ancelotti 's adjustments and 
substitutions were key - along with 
a large slice of luck.
In an interview with L'Equipe, 
France left-back Lucas Digne 
explained that his former Everton 

boss Ancelotti "is the best strategist, 
he analyses his opponents very well, 
he reads games very well. 
"In every game he tries to adapt to 

the players at his disposal. He can 

vary his system with one snap of his 

fingers."
It would be remiss not to note how 

important it is for Real to have 

Antonio Pintus back as their fitness 

coach. How else would such a 

collection of ageing stars continue to 

perform at the optimum levels? 

Ancelotti takes care of their 

mentality and Pintus ensures perfect 

physical conditioning. 
Make no mistake, Real deserve their 

La Liga title and to be contending for 

the Champions League final not only 

because of luck but because of 

clever strategies, attention to detail 

and the ability to convert fine 

individuals into great competitors. 

Why Carlo Ancelotti is underrated
“The quality of Madrid is not by chance or luck. They have a high level in everything." Was Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola 
just being polite in the aftermath of the first leg of their Champions League semi-final against Real Madrid?

By MINA RZOUKI

 Real Madrid manager Carlo Ancelotti celebrates with his Real Madrid La Liga title winning-team

Madrid



Page 38 SUNDAY STANDARD, May 15, 2022       

E bought it not just as a 
reflection of his ideal football 
culture but also as a H

metaphor for Arsenal Football Club. 
While the fruit and leaves are the 
showpiece of the tree - the top 
players if you like - they are no more 
vital to its flourishing than the 
branches that hold them and the 
roots that grow beneath it.

For Arteta, those roots are the 
people who help the first team 
flourish and embody the core values 
that will make the club bigger and 
richer - such as respect, humility, a 
willingness to suffer and a no-blame 
culture.

Without these roots, the top of the 
tree would wither and die.

In April, after a run of three defeats 
against Crystal Palace, Brighton and 
Southampton, Arteta held a team 
meeting around that olive tree, 
where he talked them through this 
philosophy.

It might well be a coincidence but 
Arsenal have won four straight 
games since that meeting and are a 
win against Tottenham on Thursday 
away from qualifying for the 
Champions League for the first time 
since 2015-16.

Arsenal do not need any more 
motivation for derby - Arteta

The injuries Arteta, now 40, 
suffered at the end of his playing 
career made him think long and hard 
about his profession. He would spend 
up to 12 hours a day attached to 
scanners, speaking to doctors, being 
treated by physios and so on.

He tried everything he could to 
recover - a battle he was destined to 
lose - and gradually he had to accept 
his playing time was at an end. He 
has never forgotten that something 
he loved so dearly was taken away 
from him, a feeling that still drives 
him.

His playing CV boasted 14 years in 
the top flight of English and Scottish 
football, having grown up in the 
Barcelona youth system and also 
played at Paris St-Germain, where he 
crossed paths with Mauricio 
Pochettino, then a player at the team 
he now manages.

His career has also been touched by 
managers like David Moyes at 
Everton and Arsene Wenger at 
Arsenal, and he later drew on that 
experience to build a working 
relationship with Pep Guardiola, 
spending plenty of their time 
together on the Manchester City 
coaching staff asking questions in his 
quest to improve.

The experience he gained working 
with Guardiola was priceless, not 
least because it helped him refine his 
thinking process and establish his 
own philosophy.

He has always been a student of the 
game and, after looking deeply into 
t h e  P r e m i e r  L e a g u e ,  n o w  
understands every aspect of it, from 
the interaction needed with the 
media, referees and fans, to knowing 
all about other teams.

In the last year of his coaching 
apprenticeship at City, he knew he 
was ready to take on a big job.

He was interviewed by Arsenal 
before they appointed Unai Emery in 
2018, while other clubs such as Lyon 
and Newcastle were also interested 
in signing him.

Style-wise he is similar to his 
mentor Guardiola, although more 
along the lines of Premier League Pep 
- circa 2020 - rather than the 
Barcelona or Bayern Munich Pep of 
2008 or 2012.

But in terms of his leadership, he is 
totally different to his great friend 
and former colleague. We will get to 

Arteta: Leading Arsenal to brink of Champions?

By GUILLEM BALAGUE

One of the things Mikel Arteta has done while in charge of Arsenal is plant an olive tree in the grounds outside his office.

that.
Having been an assistant, one of 

his primary aims on joining Arsenal 
was to make sure he had the right 
coaching staff around him.

Arriving with him was assistant 
manager Steve Round, who brought 
with him a wealth of experience from 
working at clubs including Everton, 
Manchester United, Derby and Aston 
Villa. There was also Albert 
Stuivenberg, the former coach at 
Belgium club Genk and former 
assistant manager of Manchester 
United and Wales.

He chose them because he trusted 
them to ask the right questions, to 
have similar expectations, the same 
standards and integrity, and the 
necessary understanding of  
leadership, tactics and gameplans 
that could help Arsenal to win at this 
level.

They also had to ask themselves 
whether they had a synergy with 
Arteta that would help him succeed 
at the start of his coaching journey. 
The answer was positive and they all 
came to north London to win.

But first came the necessary step of 
changing the culture of a club that 
has not qualified for the Champions 
League since Wenger was in charge.

What is Arteta like to work with?
Victory for Arsenal over Tottenham 

on Thursday would secure them their 
highest Premier League finish (at 
least fourth) since the 2015-16 
campaign, when they finished 
second

Working with Arteta on a daily basis 
is never going to be easy because he 
expects from those around him the 
kind of energy, passion and drive he 
expects from himself.

Most days he arrives at the training 
ground at around 8am and he 
ensures everyone is on their toes 
from the very start. I have heard 
people compare him to their 
favourite schoolteacher, someone 
whose expectat ions can be 
intimidating but similarly someone 
who you are genuinely fond of and 
who you know can bring the very 
best out of you.

He is a non-stop, perpetually driven 
ba l l  o f  energy  -  but  a l so  
fundamentally a man of compassion, 
a caring person with a natural sense 
of justice and someone whose main 
aim is to seek happiness and 
harmony in the dressing room.

It means he has to build and design 
a group that can create that required 

dynamic. That meant players like 
Shkodran Mustafi, Mesut Ozil, Sead 
Kolasinac and most recently Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang were never 
going to last too long with Arteta at 
the helm.

Once he makes his mind up about 
the way he wants to go, he is 
unmovable. The pressure on all 
fronts for him to make peace with Ozil 
was as pointless as it was 
remorseless. Once he decided the 
German was surplus to requirements 
- a football decision based on his 
performance and attitude - his 
judgement was backed by the board 
and the German's stay at the club 
was over.

In his first club-wide meetings at 
Arsenal, Arteta spoke to the first 
team and all the staff about how 
lucky and privileged he was to have 
been given one of the great jobs in 
football at one of its top clubs in one 
of the greatest cities in the world.

But the fine words came with a 
caveat - namely that while they 
should all enjoy every privileged 
minute they had, they were all still 
going to have to work hard and to 
suffer. But they should enjoy the hard 
work that lay ahead.

It is said that one of Wenger's 
obsessions was loyalty to all those 
around him, which in the end made it 
difficult for him to implement much-
needed changes. Also everything 
went through him, and in a modern 
club that is no longer an efficient way 
to run things.

Arteta is much more ruthless than 
Wenger, especially when working out 
just what somebody can bring to the 
club. He will not hesitate to grasp the 
nettle when it comes to making 
career-defining decisions regarding 
players.

Wenger's loyalty frequently clouded 
his judgement and the unwillingness 
of those close to him to change or 
adapt helped create the malaise that 
affected the club by the time of his 
departure.

Under Arteta there are new 
methods in place, creating a new 
energy. Emery helped by instilling a 
competitiveness at all levels but 
Arteta, considered more empathetic 
by the people who have known both 
regimes, has taken that to another 
level.

Gradually the message is coming 
across and the culture is being 
transformed.

The players are now finding 

themselves constantly challenged; 
competitiveness rather than a 
comfort blanket of mediocrity is now 
everywhere at the club. He has 
introduced maths and mind games, 
competitions among players and, 
above all, he and his staff spend 
much of the time noticing who leads 
the discussions, who is the most 
proactive and who consistently fails 
to join in. He realises the devil is 
always in the minor details.

It is for that reason he loves the 
contribution now being made by 
Martin Odegaard - intelligent, 
intuitive, empathetic, always willing 
to put the team first, constantly 
looking to improve.

Gone are the 'sick note' excuses 
that used to exist at Arsenal, with 
players looking for reasons not to 
play. That has been replaced with a 
desire from everyone to play every 
game, or at least do whatever is 
needed to put themselves in 
contention.

Arteta and his team will always look 
to those players who will go that 
extra mile not for themselves but for 
the team.

He also makes a point of getting 
close to them and all their families. 
When a key member of staff was 
considering another job offer, Arteta 
made it his business to contact his 
wife directly and ask her what she 
needed to make sure both she and 
her husband were happy at the club.

It is that attention to detail that 
marks much of the difference in this 
new regime.

His match talks - be they pre-
match, half-time or full-time - are 
genuinely inspirational and he always 
somehow seems to get the right tone 
with an intensity I am reliably 
informed brings out goose bumps on 
the most seasoned professionals. 
Diego Maradona's death, Ukraine and 
the return of fans following their 
absence during the Covid-19 
pandemic are some of the issues he 
has used to relate to players 
emotionally.

He is not the quickest to admit 
when he has made a mistake, 
although he invariably knows when 
he has done so. He is also not averse 
to taking risks if he feels that is the 
right thing to do, even against the 
judgement sometimes of those close 
to him. That means sometimes he 
probably feels a bit isolated, with his 
mind constantly looking forward, 
always a step ahead.

At the moment the relationship is 
very good with owner Stan Kroenke 
and his son Josh, with whom Arteta 
has the most interaction. His 
message to them has always been 
that the most important thing at the 
club is its structure, and while he 
continually tries to get the best 
footballers to the club, equally 
important to him is striving to be - 
and be seen to be - the best at 
getting those players to climb aboard 
the Arsenal train.

Sometimes it means there are 
difficult conversations. He has had 
meetings with the owners where, 
pen in hand, he has defined what his 
vision for the club is in the short, 
medium and long term. Things like 
this would suggest he already carries 
the club on his shoulders.

His relationship with technical 
director Edu is so close that many 
assume they have known each other 
for years. The reality is the two men's 
paths never crossed in their Arsenal 
playing days and they only met for 
the first time shortly before the 
interview stage for the manager's 
job - although the bond is now so 
strong that they are helping each 
other to create that competitive 
culture.

The first time they ever spoke was 
on the phone and they spent the first 
hour talking about everything other 
than football. The connection that 
existed between the two was 
palpable from the outset and has 
gone from strength to strength in 
some darkish moments.

When Edu arrived at the club, there 
were things that were missing - it 
certainly wasn't the club he had left 
as a player in 2005 - so he needed 
little persuading in trying to create 
the new culture Arteta was looking 
for. He saw in Arteta a well-prepared 
coach with the style and clear 
ideology to take the club forward and 
a man who wanted the same as he 
did.

Edu also knew it would take a while 
to put in place that style and 
structure, and Arteta knows it is still 
a work in progress and that he has to 
build it day in, day out. The Spaniard 
is not averse to taking advice from 
those in power at the club and even 
from those around him but he is 
fundamentally his own man, one who 
knows his own mind and is definitely 
not for turning. He is well aware the 
buck stops with him.

Arteta
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SP RTS
May 15, 2022

WORLD SEARCH Answer the clue and
search for the word

1. Everton and Nigerian Striker 
(5)
2. .......Woods. American golfer 
(5)
3. Host of the 2022 World Cup 
(5)
4. Former American spinter 
Marion......(5)
5. Owerri bsed football club (9)
6. Jockie.......Plateau peaks 
coach (7)
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7. .......Tourists. Bauchi 
football club (5)
8. Obfemi......(7). Popularly 
known as Oba Goal
9. .......Odegbami. Nigerian ex 
international (5)
10. Denver.......(7) NBA team
11. .......Osaka (5) Japan 
tennis star
12........Williams (6) USA 
tennis star

HE Confederation of 
Af r i can Footba l l  
(CAF) has appointed T

Namibian official Antsino 
Twanyanyukwa as the 
referee for next week's 
FIFA U17 Women's World 
Cup final qualifying round 

CAF appoints Namibian officials for Ethiopia, Flamingos clash

HE Sports Ministry has Ta p p r o v e d  t h e  
appointment of Jose 
Peseiro as the new head 
coach of the Super Eagles, 
r e p o r t s  
Completesports.com.

The Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF) has 
reportedly picked Peseiro 
to replace Gernot Rohr as 
the substantive head 
coach of the Super Eagles 
ahead of three other 
candidate

The Sports Ministry led 
b y  S u n d a y  D a r e ,  
according to several 
reports, however queried 
the procedures used by 
the NFF in selecting the 
Portuguese.

Frenchman Laurent  
Blanc, former Barcelona 
coach Ernesto Valverde 
and erstwhile Netherlands 
defender Philip Cocu are 
the three other contenders 
for the post.

Completesports.com 
scooped that the sports 
m i n i s t r y  h a s  n o w  
a p p r o v e d  Pe s e i r o ' s  
appointment after talks 
with the NFF.

Details of Peseiro's 

c o n t r a c t  i n c l u d i n g  

paperworks are almost 

d o n e  a n d  a n  

a n n o u n c e m e n t  i s  

expected be made soon.
The 62-year-old was first 

announced by the NFF to 

take over the Super Eagles 

after the 2021 Africa Cup 

of Nations in Cameroon.
Peseiro eventually did 

not take up the job after 

Augustine Eguavoen's 

temporary appointment 

was extended to cover the 

ill-fated 2022 World Cup 

playoffs against the Black 

Stars of Ghana
The Portuguese last 

managed the Venezuelan 

national team. He has 

p r e v i o u s l y  h a n d l e d  

Egyptian club Al Ahly, his 

o n l y  m a n a g e r i a l  

experience in Africa.
It remain to be seen if 

Peseiro will take charge of 

the Super Eagles for their 

friendlies against Mexico 

and Ecuador.
First assistant coach 

Salisu Yusuf released a 30-

man list for the friendlies 

on Tuesday. The friendlies 

will take place in the 

United States of America 

late May and early June.
The Super Eagles are 

also scheduled to take on 

Sierra Leone and Sao 

Tome and Principe in a 

2023 Africa Cup of Nations 

qualifier next month.

Sports ministry okays Peseiro for Super Eagles 

OME players in the SNiger ia Professional 
Football League (NPFL) have 
praised the invitation of some  
stars in the division to the 
Super  Eag les  f o r  the  
upcoming internat ional  
friendlies with Ecuador and 
Mexico.

O n  Tu e s d a y,  E a g l e s  
assistant coach Salisu Yusuf 
invited 30 players for the 

games, including eight 
home-based players.

The eight NPFL players in 
the squad are: Babatunde 
Nosiru of Kwara United, 
Chiamaka Madu of Rivers 
United, goalkeeper Adewale 
Adeyinka of Akwa United, 
Ojo Olorunleke of Enyimba 
in te rnat iona l  and  h i s  
teammate, Victor Mbaoma.

Others are defenders, Isa 
Ali (Remo Stars), Ibrahim 
Buhari (Plateau United) and 
Rivers United forward, shaq 
Rafiu Kayode.

Reacting to the invitation of 
the local players, Shooting 
Stars  fo rward ,  Was iu  
Alalade, said: “This is huge 
because it's not a CHAN 
team, but the main squad. I 
hope this continues.”

Also reacting to the 
development, Rivers United 
captain, Festus Austin noted: 
“I'm sure the invitation will 
go a long way in motivating 
the local league players.

“Indeed, it's a huge 
encouragement to the 
league and its pool of talent. 
This will also create a healthy 
competition amongst players 
in the NPFL.”

'NPFL players call up will 
motivate us' 

Peseiro

first leg match between 
Ethiopia and Nigeria's 
Flamingos in Addis Ababa.

Twanyayukwa will be 
joined at the potentially 
–explosive encounter, 
scheduled for the Abebe 
Bekila Stadium as from 

4pm Ethiopia time on Friday 
20th May, by compatriots 
E v e l i n e  A u g u s t i n u s  
(assistant referee 1), Pulen 
Agnes  Mahomo f rom 
Lesotho (assistant referee 
2) and another Namibian 
Vistoria Shangula (fourth 
official).

N i ge r i a ' s  F l am ingos  
p reva i l ed  ove r  t he i r  
Egyptian counterparts 6-0 
on aggregate in the last 
round, after dismissing their 
counterparts from the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo 8-0 on aggregate.

The Ethiopian girls edged 
into the third round of the 
series after overcoming 

Uganda on the away goal 
rule following a 3-3 
aggregate, and then 
turned back South Africa 
3-1 on aggregate in the 
last round.

For the second leg match 
already scheduled for the 
MKO Abiola National 
S t a d i u m ,  A b u j a  o n  
Saturday 4th June, CAF 
has appointed Senegalese 
officials to preside over 
proceedings, with Mame 
Coumba Faye at the 
centre.

It is an all-Senegalese 
crew with Adia Isseu Cisse 
(assistant referee 1), Fatou 
Bintou Sene (assistant 

referee 2) and Fatou 
Thioune (fourth official) 
also heading to Nigeria's 
administrative capital.

Souadatou Djallo-Kalkaba 

from Cameroon will be the 
match commissioner while 
Emmanuella Grace Aglago 
from Ghana will serve as 
referee assessor.
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