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It is not for nothing that the political atmosphere in Nigeria is charged. Arising from the 
party primaries and their outcomes, there are myriads of developing issues that must be 
addressed. KATDAPBA Y. GOBUM takes a look at what came out from the primaries as 
well as the struggle for who gets the slot for both vice president and deputy governor in 
the states in the various parties. Pages 10, 31
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E d i t o r i a l

The Ekiti gubernatorial polls which witnessed the 

emergence of Biodun Oyebanji as Governor-elect has 

come and gone but essential lessons were learnt in 

our quest for the conduct of transparent, free and fair 

elections come 2023. The Ekiti elections was another 

litmus test for the National Independent Electoral 

Commission, (INEC) knowing too well that there was 

the need to convince the electorate that their votes 

stand to count in the coming elections.

Certainly, the just concluded Ekiti elections regarded as 

most peaceful in recent times attest to the fact that 

the country can get it right if all stakeholders, security 

agencies, the electorate and the electoral umpire are 

committed to doing so.

Prior to the Election Day, many cynics did not give Ekiti 

State any chance of conducting a rancor free and 

peaceful poll. This notion perhaps is connected to 

past experiences where such exercise was 

considered by the political stalwarts and the citizenry 

as a do or die affair. It was as a result of this negative 

development that the Inspector General of Police, 

Usman Alkali Baba deployed many of his officers and 

men of the rank and file to help ensure that the polls 

were held in a peaceful manner in the state. 

Reports also indicated that to help facilitate a rancor 

free election, many civil liberty organizations and 

multifaceted Non-Governmental Organizations also 

took time out to re-emphasize the need for peaceful 

elections so as to help consolidate on the gains so far 

recorded by the National Independent Electoral 

Commission, (INEC) in the country.

The National Independent Electoral Commission, 

(INEC) and the various security agencies must be 

commended for putting their best which led to the 

success story so far recorded. Most importantly, the 

electorate in Ekiti State must also be commended for 

their peaceful conduct both before, during and after 

the polls in the state. Despite these fundamental 

successes recorded during the polls, however, there 

were reports of isolated cases of voter apathy and 

vote buying in some strategic locations in the state 

which elections observers believe was insignificant to 

affect the final outcome of the elections results.

We make bold to say that for the past decade, the 

electoral umpire in Nigeria has continued to ensure 

that it restores voter confidence by improving its 

processes to meet international best practice. Within 

this period under review, most hiccups relating to 

lack of functional card readers, transportation of 

sensitive materials and ballot box snatching reduced 

to the barest minimum. Both INEC officials and other 

ad hoc staff have consistently been educated and 

enlightened on their anticipated obligations and the 

need to shun acts of compromise which may have 

adverse effects on the integrity of the nation.

As we inch closers to the general elections, it is our hope 

that all the hurdles militating against the conduct of 

transparent, peaceful, free and fair elections would 

be seriously taken into consideration. 

Thus, if there is anytime Nigeria must get it right as far 

as general elections conduct is; it is now or never. In 

this regard, citizens of the country must also be 

adequately educated and enlightened on the need to 

conduct themselves both before, during and after the 

election in order to change the ugly narratives of the 

past.

INEC must also re-strategize on the conduct of its voter 

registration excise by conducting it simultaneously 

and not to wait until we get to the peak period of 

elections before such an excise is conducted. This, if 

done can save us the trauma constantly experienced 

by the electorates during elections period in this 

country.
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had been looted in the 1990s by 
“unknown persons.”

The disclosure was contained in an 
affidavit submitted by Tinubu to the 
electoral office, as part of his 
eligibility filings for the 2023 
presidential elections.

According to documents released 
by INEC on Friday, the APC 
candidate claimed he attended 
University of Chicago between 1972 
and 1976, where he obtained a B.Sc. 
in Economics. He also claimed he 
had B.Sc. in Business and 
Administration in 1979, as well as a 
certificate in Public Account.

Tinubu also skipped information 
regard ing h is  pr imary and 
secondary education.

“I went on self-exile from October, 
1994 to October, 1998. When I 
returned I discovered that all my 
property,  inc lud ing a l l  the 
documents  re la t ing  to  my 
qualifications and my certificates in 
respect of paragraph three above, 
were looted by unknown persons.

“My house was the target of a 
series of searches by various 
security agents from the time the 
Senate of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria was forced to adjourn, 
following the military takeover of 
government on 17th November, 
1993.

 “I was the chairman of the Senate 
committee on appropriation, 
banking and finance. I was also a 
plaintiff in one of the two suits 
against the interim national 
government in 1993. I went on exile 
when it became clear to me that my 
life was in danger”, Tinubu said in his 
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claims to INEC.
The electoral law mandates 

candidates to submit their personal 
credentials that will be published 
for public scrutiny ahead of 
elections.

Tinubu's latest claims appear to 
contradict his previous claims, 
especially in 1999 and 2003, when 
he ran for office as a governorship 
candidate in Lagos. He claimed 
both times that he attended 
primary and secondary schools.

According to a report by Peoples 
Gazette, Tinubu had claimed he 
attended St Paul Children's Home 
School, Ibadan, between 1958 to 
1964; while his secondary 
education was at Government 
College, Ibadan, between 1965 to 
1968.

From Ibadan, Tinubu said he 
proceeded to Richard Daley 
College, Chicago, from 1969 to 
1971. He stated finally, to have 
attended both Chicago State 
University and the University of 
Chicago.

The Chicago State University had 
confirmed that Tinubu was a 
student of the institution, 
graduating with a degree in 
business and administration on 
June 22, 1979.

All the submissions were, 
however,  chal lenged by a 
prominent Nigerian lawyer, the late 
Gani Fawehinmi.

The late legal luminary had 
argued the matter up to the 
Supreme Court, but was dismissed 
by the apex court on technical 
ground.

he presidential candidate 
o f  t h e  r u l i n g  A l l  TProgressives Congress 

(APC) has told the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC), that all his academic 
certificates are missing.

The former Lagos State governor, 
who claimed he had two degrees 
from two American universities, 
further stated that the certificates 

contested the June 8 presidential 
primary of the APC.

At the time Lawan and Akpabio 
were pursuing their presidential 
ambition, Bashir Machina and retired 
Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 
Udom Ekpoudom, had emerged for 
Yobe North and Akwa-Ibom 
Northwest in their primaries 
respectively, supervised by INEC 
officials.

For Umahi, his brother, Austin, won 
the party's ticket in Ebonyi South 
Senatorial District.

While there have been some 
controversies around Akpabio's 
'backdoor' emergence, Machina has 
continuously vowed not to step down 
for Senate President Lawan.

Speaking on Channels Television's 
Politics Today on Friday, INEC 
National Commissioner, Festus 
Okoye, said the commission is not 
obligated to publish the names of 
candidates that did not emerge from 
valid party primaries.

“If a political party submits to the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission the name of a candidate 
that did not emerge from party 
primaries or did not emerge from 
valid party primaries, the commission 
is not obligated to publish the name 
of such a candidate”, he said.

Okoye, however, clarified that INEC 
has not published the final list of 
validly nominated candidates.

He said, “The final list of validly 
nominated candidates will be 
published by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission on the 
20th day of September, 2022. And 
that is for presidential and national 
assembly candidates.

“What the commission has 
published, as of today, complies with 
Section 29(3) of the electoral act, 
which says that the moment political 
parties comply with the provision of 
Section 29 (1) of the electoral act in 
terms of the submission of its validly 
nominated candidates, that the 
Commission shall publish the 
personal particulars of such 
candidates in the constituencies 
where the candidates intend to 

contest the election.
“In other words, for instance for a 

senatorial candidate, if a senatorial 
d i s t r i c t  covers  four  l oca l  
governments, we will publish the 
personal particulars of such a 
candidate in the four local 
governments.

“So that is exactly what we have 
done. And we published the 
personal particulars of candidates 
that emerged from valid party 
primaries. And that's what the law 
says we should do.”

Accordingly, he said, “if the name 
of any candidate was not 
published, or if the personal 
particulars of any candidate was 
no t  pub l i shed  today,  the  
implication is that such a candidate 
did not emerge from valid party 
primaries.”

If INEC eventually throws out the 
names of Akpabio and Lawan from 
its final list, as stipulated in Section 
84(13) of the Electoral Act for such 
a case, the APC, may as well risk 
not fielding candidates for the Yobe 
North and Akwa-Ibom North-west 
senatorial seats in the 2023 
general elections.

M e a n w h i l e ,  n a m e s  o f  
presidential candidates of various 
parties have also been displayed at 
the INEC offices.

Among the names are Asiwaju 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) and 
his running mate, Ibrahim Masari; 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar of the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
presidential candidate and his 
running mate, Ifeanyi Okowa; and 
Peter Obi of the Labour Party (LP) 
and his running mate, Doyin 
Okupe, and other names and 
running mates of presidential 
candidates of other political 
parties.

The list was published along with 
the affidavit in support of personal 
part iculars (Form EC9) of  
Presidential and National Assembly 
candidates for the purpose of 
claims and objections.

he Independent National TElectoral Commission (INEC) on 
Friday, released the list and 
particulars of candidates vying for 
several positions at the federal level 
in the forthcoming 2023 General 
Elections.

The names of the Senate 
President, Ahmad Lawan, former 
Minister of Niger Delta, Godswill 
Akpabio, as well as that of Ebonyi 
State Governor, Dave Umahi, were 
conspicuously missing, as the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) released the 
names o f  the  success fu l ly  
nominated candidates of the 18 
political parties on Friday.

For the purposes of claims and 
objections, forms and particulars of 
presidential candidates were slated 
to be published on Friday, at the 
INEC headquarters in Abuja, while 
those of senatorial candidates were 
pasted at its offices across the 
federation.

Despite not participating in the 
senatorial primaries of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) held in 
May, the names of Lawan, Akpabio 
and Umahi were submitted by their 
party, the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), just before the expiration of 
the deadline given the parties to 
submit their candidates' names.

Lawan and Akpabio were 
controversially nominated as 
candidates for Yobe North and 
Akwa-Ibom Northwest respectively, 
ahead of the 2023 poll, while Umahi 
was submitted for Ebonyi South 
Senatorial District.

Lawan, Akpabio and Umahi were 
among the 23 presidential aspirants 
that vied for the APC presidential 
ticket which was later won by former 
Lagos State governor, Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu.

Although Akpabio had stepped 
down from the race in favour of 
Tinubu and decided to pursue a seat 
in the Senate, both Lawan and 
Umahi were among the 13 
pres ident ia l  asp i ran ts  who 
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OR those who do not know, 
Mrs. Jennifer Yarima, until Flast June 16, 2022, was the 

chairperson of the Nigeria 
Association of Women Journalists in 
Plateau State chapter. But that is 
not the news, what you need to 
know is the quality of service she 
rendered while on the saddle.

She arrived on the scene when 
another departing leader had set a 
mark that made women journalists 
in the state walk tall. It was Mrs. 
Tongna'an Dada Bawa, who set the 
tone for the needed change.

Her tenure marked a departure 
from what was usual to deepening 
its conversation in other areas 
hitherto thought to be out of the 
ordinary. The Association stepped 
up on its activities from the nadiral 
rungs it was consigned to by lack of 
interest by its members.

Some of the members would have 
made an impact on its activities, 
but they couldn't bring to bear 
apparently on account of certain 
cleavages which inhibited their 
interests. Some of them had 
spouses who often had excuses and 
other reasons to stop them from 
participating in the Association's 
activities.

As much as the women would love 
to associate with their colleagues 
and engage in activities related to 
the Association, the fear of being 
reprimanded from the home front 
keeps them away from even 
meetings and other related matters 
of common interest that should 
bring them together.

Gradually, the chapter slipped 
from the pecking order to obscurity, 
even when there were lots of things 
and issues to be investigated and 
resolved in the interest of its 
members and of the society.

Things improved for the better 
and more importantly, women and 
children issues began to take center 
stage. The Association had 
partnership events held and 
intervened in several different ways 
to create the perfect niche and 
attention to the benefit of the state.

It was the coming to the office of 
Tongna'an Bawa that activities 
related to NAWOJ in Plateau State 
were heightened; a pointer to the 
glory ahead of the Association.

And truly, nothing could be farther 
from the truth than to have a 
leader, whose direction is to drive 
members to the zenith of helping 
society through their activities.

Over some time, NAWOJ with the 
government, FIDA, individuals, and 
other civil society organizations 
helped in shaping Plateau State 
with different initiatives to make 
better the lives of the people.

And so she took NAWOJ Plateau 
State chapter to where its members 
were respected and offered 
platforms to state what they had for 
the society and by extension, 
Nigeria.

Talking about the visibility of 
NAWOJ in the state, the activities of 
the P lateau State became 
heightened to the point where if 
three states were to be counted in 
the last 12 years, there was no way 
Plateau would not be in the first 
three. That is how things have 
turned out to be; and basking in 
that glory, there should be where to 
remain.

But we are what we are by what 
we do. And Jennifer Yarima became 
what she was on account of what 
she did while she occupied the 
office of the chairperson, Nigeria 

Association of Women Journalists, 
Plateau State chapter.

She gave the Association  a 
different direction because she 
arrived prepared for the task of 
leadership. She started running as 
soon as she landed as its leader.

But it is not her position in the 
Association that should occupy our 
concern. You may suggest that 
being a worker with The Nigeria 
Standard, she wouldn't have 
perhaps had the time to impact on 
NAWOJ. Not really, it is by virtue of 
the fact that she is working at the 
newspaper house that she is able to 
reach that position. The point being 
made is that, journalists have the 
propensity to add value to the 
society; and she has proved that 
without doubt.

Leaders become examples by the 
quality of what they can reproduce 
while they occupy the position that 
brought them fame. In the last 
twelve years; and this is not to 
demean the others who were on the 
saddle before the last two. They 
h a v e ,  w i t h o u t  s o u n d i n g  
patronizing, been able to draw the 
attention of the world to their 
contributions.

Six years ago in 2022, the 
Association through its members 
sought a new leadership; the lot fell 
on Jennifer Yarima, who had 
deputized for Tongna'an Dada 
Bawa. Leaders who want to create a 
niche can understudy those who 
are leaders over them.

NAWOJ: When a woman 
means business

During my tenure as chairman of 
the Nigeria Union of Journalists in 
Plateau State, I had the opportunity 
of working with women members 
who could die for me and the union. 
Don't get me wrong: I meant that 
they could engage in everything 
genuine for the cause of the state 
and the union.

There was no magic about that; 
all that they did was offer support 
through various initiatives and 
programs. In the end, we all 

succeeded in taking the glory. In the 
last 10 years or thereabout, two 
women succeeded in deepening the 
activities of the Association: 
Tongna'an Dada Bawa and Jennifer 
Yarima.

During that period, as it is now, 
several women journalists showed 
character and resilience on several 
fronts helping in different causes. 
But above all, at that point, 
Tongna'an Dada Bawa, was 
chairperson of  the Niger ia   
Association of Women Journalists 
(NAWOJ).

When Jennifer Yarima succeeded 
To n g n a ' a n  D a d a  B awa  a s  
chairperson, a niche had been 
created. All it took was another who 
had ideas to build on what she met. 
Before long, her name had become a 
common place for solving gender-
related issues here and in many 
places: where her services were 
needed.

So long as she was available, she 
marched there or traveled with her 
colleague's women, and several 
men in tow to back her. She always 
returned with her bag filled with 
success stories. Such successes 
celebrated women journalists in 
Plateau State above many others.

Mrs. Jennifer Yarima found in the 
Federation of Women Lawyers 
(FIDA), Plateau State branch strong 
and credible partners who believe in 
the power of collaboration. They 
both became Siamese twins in the 
fight to right several wrongs 
perpetrated against children and 
women over the years.

Those wrongs so perpetrated on 
women and children had become 
entrenched to the point that fighting 
them was seen by many people who 
may have benefited from such as 
going against the grain of what was 
'normal' to them. These included 
rape, child molestation, women 
battery, and a lot more of such 
inhuman practices often meted out 
against children and women.

The NAWOJ under Jennifer Yarima 
was emboldened by the experiences 
of many victims who, hitherto did 

not 'bother' to speak out on the 
account of the fact that society and 
security agencies may not have 
acted when such cases were 
reported. NAWOJ became the 
vanguard on which women and 
communities found recourse in.

Most cases ended with villifying 
the victims, rather than those who 
perpetrated the crimes. In most 
instances, issues such as rape, 
child molestation, and wife battery 
were regarded as those which 
should be settled by the family. 
Bringing in police and other 
security agencies, it may have 
been discovered did not receive 
attention, as many would rather 
prefer they kept silent about it.

Rema in ing  s i l en t  fu r ther  
exterminated the state of getting 
people to understand why those 
evils must be fought. While many 
are of the view that it should be a 
private matter, however, most 
people believe that if it is not 
stamped out, more are being 
conscripted since only a few may 
have been punished.

There is a need for stricter 
punishment that should be given 
out to any perpetrator. Scratching 
the case on the surface may have 
opened the door to more. The fight 
should not stop at the community 
or family level; increasing the heat 
on perpetrators is a sure way of 
riding our society and putting the 
safety of all victims at rest.

To arrest the trend; if individuals, 
women groups, and other 
interested parties were committed 
to Yarima's NAWOJ leadership, 
many who harbor such thoughts 
would have found other things to 
be engaged in. In the last five years 
of her stewardship, Jennifer Yarima 
apart from three things she had put 
her time and energy into, rescuing 
ch i ldren and women from 
predators of crimes comes 
naturally. The three other things 
that have occupied her attention 
are Church activities, family, and 
her work.

These are not stated to praise her 
efforts. If need be she deserves 
some, after all, given the 
preponderance of the crimes she is 
committed to fighting, those who 
have benefitted from her advocacy 
should remain eternally grateful. 
They remain incandescent as they 
point to the way that people should 
behave in a given society.

T h e r e  a r e  a b e r r a t i o n s  
perpetrated on women and girls 
which should not be allowed to 
fester for long. Here, on the 
Plateau, at various police stations, 
she has registered her strong 
presence in the fight against such 
obnoxious practices.

Early in her tenure, NAWOJ 
started on a strong presence 
against the treatment of Justina 
Chado whose sister had paid the 
price for challenging her sister's 
boyfr iend for denying the 
pregnancy. Her death woke up the 
'righteous madness' in NAWOJ to 
drag him to court. In the end, it 
succeeded in getting the Emir of 
Wase, Alhaji Dr. Muhammadu 
Haruna Sambo to give him a 
scholarship. The child was named 
Justice.

In the course of the struggle, Mrs. 
Jennifer Yarima and her colleagues 
have met the old and young as well 
as the rich and poor who believe in 

the struggle. Some have accused 
and labeled her as an interloper who 
does not mind her business except 
others. In the struggle for a better 
society, all manners of things are 
said to the protagonist, her case is 
not an exception.

Again one of the cases which 
tested the souls of the members of 
NAWOJ but increased their 
resilience to create a better 
platform for justice in the society 
was when the Association came to 
the rescue of 20 young orphan girls 
mostly from the northern part of 
Nigeria who were sexually abused 
by the Director, Stephen's Children 
Home, Dr. Isaac Nwosu (now late).

That case opened the doors for 
collaboration with the Nigeria Police 
to create a window that would stem 
child molestation and other forms of 
violence against girls and women. 
In that process, NAWOJ intervened 
in several rape cases in different 
communities; including a Lebanese 
in Jos. The Association helped 2 girls 
to a safe home.

Again, for coming to the defense 
of an underage, a girl was rescued 
from being forced into marriage 
with a man already with 28 wives. 
Importantly they helped bring to 
the fore the case of the murder of a 
young mother, Wuyanga Joseph by 
her husband in far away Adamawa 
State.

The struggle for a better society by 
Jennifer Yarima does not have a 
boundary. Last year, a prominent 
businessman in Jos North got the 
taste of the stuff she is made of. The 
said man was alleged to have 
subjected the entire family to untold 
hardship. He was reported to have 
repeatedly raped his daughter. 
When the bubble was burst by 
NAWOJ when it intervened, the 
whole community achieved a sigh of 
relief, wondering what would have 
happened had there not been a 
Jennifer Yarima.

Knowing the place of peaceful 
coexistence between and amongst 
people and communities, the 
Association has, through walks, 
workshops, and advocacy visits to 
individuals and communities 
a c h i e v e d  m i l l s t o n e s  a n d  
r e c o g n i t i o n .  B u t  p e r h a p s  
recognizing the place and capacity 
of women when shouldered with 
responsibility, the Association has 
continually made a case for women 
who deserve consideration for any 
position.

Women have made the desired 
impact in many areas of human 
endeavors. As expected, they have 
proved their mettle and changed 
the narrative in the areas which 
hitherto have been considered the 
forte of men.

She galvanized her colleagues for 
the installation of one of her 
members to get national leadership 
of NAWOJ in the Minna Delegates 
Conference. From the moment Lucy 
Chindaba declared interest in 
contesting the position, it appears 
she went to Minna and return home 
with the coveted diadem.

Even though God did not give 
Chindaba victory, it became obvious 
that a statement had been made. 
Those who underrated her capacity 
for mobilization may have retreated 
to fight better against her.

Nene Dung, the ball is in your 
court now, play it well and score 
more goals. It is a prayer.
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Yarima

Yarima: A woman on a mission

“These are not stated to praise her 
efforts. If need be she deserves some, 
after all, given the preponderance of the 
crimes she is committed to fighting, 
those who have benefitted from her 
advocacy should remain eternally 
grateful. They remain incandescent as 
they point to the way that people should 
behave in a given society”
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OVER four hundred and 
sixty four poor and 
vulnerable farmers in 
Bogoro Local Government 
Area of Bauchi State, are 
set to benefit from the 
Nigeria Covid 19 Action 
R e c o v e r y  E c o n o m i c  
Stimulus N-CARES
  This was contained in a 
press statement signed by 
Gomna James,  and made 
available to SUNDAY 
STANDARD in Jos, Plateau 
State shortly after the 
C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  
Programme, Mr Danladi 
Simon, made this known to 
newsmen in his office on 
Monday.
  The co-ordinator stated 
that the N-CARES was the 
initiative of the Federal 
Government and World 
Bank in collaboration with 
t h e  B a u c h i  S t a t e  
Government to alleviate 
the hardship caused as a 
result of the Covid-19 
pandemic.
 He said,  "The N-CARES 
targeted mainly the poor 
and vulnerable rural 
farmers with a view to 
support them with farm 
i n p u t s  a n d  o t h e r  
agricultural assets in order 

for them to return to their 
e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  
r e ve a l i n g  t h a t ,  t h e  
beneficiaries were selected 
from all the thirteen wards 
in the local government 
area.
 Simon thanked the 
Bogoro Council Chairman,  
Hon.  Iliya Habila for his 
unrelenting effort to ensure 
that rural farmers in Bogoro 
Local Government Area 
b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  
programme. And that the 

b e n e f i c i a r i e s  w h i c h  
comprise of men and 
women farmers would be 
divided in group of ten will 
get agricultural inputs 
l i k e : -  s e e d s ,  a g r o  
chemica ls ,  fer t i l i zer,  
knapsack sprayer, feeds, 
vaccines and disinfectant, 
including crops like maize, 
rice, sorghum, g/nut, 
soybean etc as well as 
livestock like goat, sheep, 
poultry and aquaculture 

THE Executive Chairman 
o f  B o g o r o  L o c a l  
Government Area, Hon. Ilia 
Habila, has challenged 
supervisors and head of 
schools in the area to push 
for better service delivery in 
the educat ion sector 
t o w a r d s  q u a l i t y  
performance. 

This came in a press 
statement signed by the 
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  
Information Officer, Gomna 
James, and made available 
to SUNDAY STANDARD in 
Jos, the Plateau State 
capital, Wednesday after 
the  presentation of Tablets 
and Power banks to 13 
School Support Officers 
(SSO) by the chairman. 

He said,  "I am glad that 
our supervisors have been 

provided with Tablets which 
have been programmed to 
strengthen their capacity to 
generate school data and 
information.  I am very sure 
all of you will do your job 
properly.  
 "With these tablets in 

your hands, I believe you 
should be able to tell us the 
truth about the condition of 
things. I am going to hold 
you responsible for any 
reports and do not cover 
any teacher who do not 
report to work. Make sure 
you supervise schools 
promptly", the chairman 
said.

H a b i l a ,  h o w e v e r ,  
appealed to the teachers to 
help the children know how 
to make use of the toilet 
and other facilities around 
them, pointing out that the 

schoo l system was 
primarily designed for the 
wholistic development of 
the children.

Earlier,  the Secretary, 
Local Education Authority,  
Mr  Sau l  Mamman ,  
disclosed that the Tablets 
were provided by the 
W o r l d  B a n k  i n  
collaboration with the 
Bauchi State Government 
t o  e n s u r e  b e t t e r  
monitoring,  planning and 
change in the primary 
school system.

He explained that the 
need for better service 
delivery in the education 
system was paramount 
after an intensive research 
with results showing that 
pupils in primary 1-3 could 
not read and write. In his 
w o r d s ,  " t h e  B e s t  
Education Service Delivery 
for All (BESDA), is initiated 
with a view to help improve 
the capacity of pupils in 
class one to three for them 
to read and write ".

The Education Secretary,  
expressed gratitude that,  
Bogoro Local Government 
Area was among the 
beneficiaries of this 
scheme and charged the 
schools to support the 
officers for them to use the 
Tablets for the purpose it 
was meant for.

He assured the chairman 
that, the supervisors 
would wake up in the 
d i s cha rge  o f  t he i r  
responsibilities in making 
sure that an evidence 
based data and information 
w e r e  gene ra t ed  f o r  
decision making.

HE worst harassment I have 
ever suffered was in the airport Tin Dubai.” These were the words 

of Mrs Attah. She had arrived Dubai 
and in her excitement, instead of 
sitting around waiting for clearance 
and all what not, she decided to roam 
about the beautiful international 
airport. Foolishly, she did not inform 
her sister in law of her intention. 
As she moved from one place to the 

other, wide eyed, she did not realize 
that she was being tailed by some 
security operatives. At some point in 
her wanderings, she became 
conscious that she was being stalked. 
Attah developed cold feet and made a 
U turn. From the side of her eyes, she 
saw 2 security operatives approaching 
her. 
The police men were polite but firm. 

In no time she was whisked to their 
office. There, she went through 
thorough questioning and debasing 
thorough search was carried out on 
her. No part of her body was left out. 
Mrs Attah said that at that point, she 
felt like going back to Nigeria. All her 
excitement died in the face of the 
humiliation she suffered at the airport. 
She began to wonder if it had 

anything to do with mode of dressing. 
She was dressed like a Nigerian 
university student even though 
married. But she was not looking 
indecent. Or was it because she was 
wandering about? May be they 
thought she was a drug dealer.
It is very possible that they were on 

red alert because they saw her 
nationality. Some Nigerians are known 
to be notorious and have always put 
their security operatives on their feet. 
They makeup the bulk of illegal 
migrants and in some cases, criminal 
master minds. But do all Nigerians 
deserve humiliation because they are 
abroad? 
Mr Ibrahim said he was shocked 

when a police man approached him as 
he took a stroll on a popular bridge in 

London. “Everything alright? “he asked 
politely but heavy with suspicion. He had 
to turn back and head back home when 
another one approached him in the same 
fashion. He realized that there were 
many people there. But they singled him 
out because of his colour. 
Mr Ibrahim’s sister later told him that 

had been a popular spot for suicide. The 
fear of the security operatives may be 
that he may be headed towards that goal 
too. Ibrahim said at that moment, he felt 
home sick. He yearned for the freedom 
he took for granted back in Nigeria. 
My friend said she travelled to a country 

where at the point of entry they were 
made to queue up, Nigerians and other 
blacks who were very few in number and 
the whites on a separate queue. In no 
time, the whites were cleared. But for 
Nigerians, they were subjected to 
thorough and humiliating search 
especially for suspicious looking youth. 
The above lady who does not want her 

name in print has sworn never to go back 
to that country. They succeeded in 
making her feel debased, humiliated and 
not fit to enter their country which 
brought her to tears. 
She says that her anger stems from the 

fact that they  country couldn't hold a 
candle up for Nigeria if only our leaders 
were doing the needful. Our love for 
travelling and relocation to other climes 
has marked us off as desperados and 
criminals. The latter is due to the 
antecedents of some Nigerians in some 
countries of the world where they are 
resident. 
Another lady tells of the humiliation she 

suffered at Saudi Airport just because 
her son's name was the same with that of 
a man whose name had been blacklisted 
for criminal activities while resident 
there. What must have made it worse 
was his nationality. Their son who they 
just picked from school for the journey 
was detained for days until cleared. 
Finally, after being cleared, all they 
wanted to do was to head back to Nigeria 
without entering Saudi. The family said 
they felt hurt and their son who had no 
criminal record faced a very terrible 
time. 
Apart from all these humiliations, 

harassments, there is no place like 
home. There is no place you would feel 
completely free to be who you want to be 
and also express yourself. This is also the 
only country you will find all your 
favourite foods as cheap as they can be 
and as best as they can be. 
On top of everything, I love our 

community life, our village setting. 
Where in the world can one find that? It 
is unique. 
And the aromas in the air heralding 

Christmas. That of kuli kuli gajiya mixed 
with fried meat. What about that unique 
aroma of akara in the morning or 
evening? Or the aroma of dawadawa that 
steals its way into one's nostrils from 
neighboring houses as mothers prepare 
their evening food. The list is endless. 
I'm in love with my country because it is 

the only one I have. Please, our leaders, 
love Nigeria a little to make her better 
and our haven. 

In love with Nigeria

Buhari

464 farmers to benefit from COVID-19 
By EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Chairman charges school supervisors on 
service delivery By EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Habila

“Apart from all these 
h u m i l i a t i o n s ,  
harassments, there is 
no place like home. 
There is no place you 
would feel completely 
free to be who you want 
to be and also express 
yourself. This is also the 
only country you will 
find all your favourite 
foods as cheap as they 
can be and as best as 
they can be. On top of 
everything, I love our 
community life, our 
village setting. Where 
in the world can one 
find that? It is unique. “



Page 5SUNDAY STANDARD, June 5, 2022  

 F o r e m o s t  
strategic support 
group of Yahaya A

B e l l o  P r e s i d e n c y ,  
YouthWinNigeria, has 
called on the leadership 
of the All Progressives 
Congress  (APC)  to  
support the emergence of 
Governor Yahaya Bello 
(GYB) of Kogi  State as 
the party's flagbearer for 
the 2023 presidential 
election. 
The group's founder, 

Pr ince Abdulkareem 
Onyekehi, made the call 
in a statement made 
available to journalists in 
Lokoja recently.
According to him, the 

emergence of Yahaya 
Bello as APC candidate in 
t h e  u p c o m i n g  
presidential primary 
election would ensure 
seamless victory for the 
ruling party in the 2023 
presidential election.
Onyekehi noted that the 

g r o u p ,  w h i c h  h a s  
s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  
coordinators across the 
3 6  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  
federation including the 
FCT, have been mobilising 
Nigerians strategically to 
mass ive ly  vote  for  
Yahaya Bello come 2023.
''Yahaya Bello is highly 

revered and loved by 
Nigerian youths and 
women due to  h is  
u n m a t c h a b l e  a n d  
u n c o m m o n  
achievements in women 
and youth development 
and leadership, unity of 
the people, security, 
healthcare development, 
infrastructure,  education 
and in all other sectors of 
the economy.
''Yahaya Bello candidacy 

will defeat Atiku with 
landslide victory across 
all the six geopolitical 
zones of Nigeria,'' he 
said.
Onyekehi, who doubles 

as the Special Adviser to 
the Governor on Special 
Projects and State Focal 
Person, National Social 
Investment Programme, 
s t r e s sed  t ha t  GYB  
achievements in Kogi if 
applied at the centre, 
would perfectly address 
N i g e r i a ' s  a g e l o n g  
problems especia l ly   
insecurity and disunity.
According to him, the 

g r e a t e s t  o f  h i s  
achievements was unity 
of the people of Kogi 
State that was once 
terribly divided 
tr ibal  l ines due to 
i n j u s t i c e  a n d  
marginalization. 

along 

He emphasised that 
GYB had done excellently 
well in the areas of equity 
and fairness, security, 
healthcare, education, 
modern infrastructure, 
ru ra l  deve lopment ,  
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  
accountability, youth and 
women in leadership, and 
given due recognition to 
peop l e  l i v i ng  w i t h  

disabilities.
''The percentage of 

youth voting population in 
Nigeria is 56 percent. The 
vast majority of youths 
and larger percentage of 
w o m e n  v o t e r s  i n  
elections, have accepted 
Yahaya Bello's popularity 
and are ready to cast their 
votes for him,'' he said.’’

 Senatorial aspirant, AH a j i a  R a m a t u  
Tassalla Shehu has faulted 
the conduct of the just 
concluded APC Senatorial 
primaries in Kogi Central.

Hajia Ramatu Shehu at a 
press briefing in Lokoja, 
said that the laid down 
guidelines for the conduct 
of the election was not 
followed in addition to 
other irregularities that 
were exhibited during the 
exercise.

She therefore, declared 
tha t  the  pu rpo r ted  
outcome of the election 
should be discarded as 
t h e r e  was  no  APC  
primaries in the zone and 
n o  c a n d i d a t e  h a s  
e m e r g e d .  h e n c e  
demanding that fresh 
election be conducted.

"As it is now, APC should 
be prepared to conduct 
fresh primaries in Kogi 
Central to give room for a 
level playground for all the 
aspirants and to ensure 
that laid down guidelines 
are strictly followed," she 
pleaded.

She dissociated herself 
from what she described 
as a Kangaroo primaries 
adding that said she would 
head to the Appeal 

Committee.
" T h e r e  w a s  n o  

accreditation of delegates. 
We were still shocked that 
Alhaji Yahaya Karaku, a 
political appointee was 
made the Returning Officer 
for the election contrary to 
APC guidelines. This is a 
gross aberration of the 
rules," she lamented.

The senatorial hopeful 
described the activities of 
the congress as a selection 
and not an election. She 
said what happened at the 
venue of the primary 
election was what obtained 
in the animal farm.

Hajia Ramatu Shehu said 
no accreditation was held, 
she was never allowed to 
meet with the delegates. 
The embittered aspirant 

From  AMEDU JOSEPH,
 Lokoja

Group pleads for 
 in APC 

GYB
 ticket

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

Aspirant faults Kogi APC 
Senatorial primaries 

 coalition of APC support 

Groups in Sokoto State, A
has demanded that the 

national headquarters of the 

All Progressives Congress 

(APC), should cancel the 

governorship primaries held 

in the state recently, he said.
T h e  C h a i r m a n  a n d  

Secretary, Isah Jabbi and 

Bashar Binji while addressing 

a press conference at the 

Press Centre, recently said it 

rejected the results because 

according to them, it was 

marred with irregularities.
It also vowed to challenge 

the outcome of the primary 

election that produced former 

Deputy Governor, Ahmed 

Aliyu as the party's candidate 

for the 2023 election in the 

s t a t e  i f  t he  na t i ona l  

headquarters fai led to 

organise a fresh primary in 

the state.
“We have been compelled to 

address the press following 

the recent governorship 

p r i m a r i e s  o f  t h e  A l l  

Progressives Congress in 

Sokoto State which cannot be 

said to be credible and 

transparent.
He said as far as they are 

concerned, the process isn't 

only a rape on democracy, but 

also a complete charade 

orchestrated by enemies of 

democracy to achieve their 

selfish goals in a desperate 

attempt to impose an 

unwanted candidate against 

the wishes of the popular 

masses.
He maintained that for 

record emphasis, it wished to 

categorically state that the 

primaries of Thursday, 26 

May 2022, was from its onset 

a monumental manipulation 

by some party leaders in the 

s t a t e  t o  f a v o u r  t h e  

candidature of a certain 

aspirant by using personal 

security details and thugs 

loyal to a particular party 

l e a d e r  t o  i n t i m i d a t e  

delegates in order to vote for 

their preferred aspirant.
According to him, delegates 

who appeared not to be 

dancing to their tune were 

chased and assaulted out of 

the venue. And the other 

three gubernatorial aspirants 

were lucky to have escaped 

after being attacked by 

political thugs.

He said the venue of the 

primaries was initially 

chosen to frustrate the 

comfort of delegates in 

order to give way for a 

corrupt exercise. The state 

APC  sec re ta r i a t  was  

deliberately fixed for the 

election process knowing 

quite well the fact that it 

lacks space and security for 

the conduct of a successful 

e l e c t i o n ,  a n d  v e r y  

unsuitable for such activity.
The chairman of the group 

said its suspicions were 

later confirmed when 

officials conducting the 

e lec t ion  in tent iona l ly  

switched off power while 

delegates were casting votes 

in the middle of the night and 

left the venue in total 

darkness for a very long 

period of time.
“We are calling on the APC 

National Chairman, the APC 

N a t i o n a l  W o r k i n g  

Committee, and all relevant 

authorities concerned to 

d e c l a r e  t h e  A P C  

gubernatorial primaries held 

in Sokoto as illegal, null and 

void, and ensure justice 

comes into play in order to 

avoid the possibilities of a 

repeat of such act of carefree 

attitude”, the group stated.

APC support groups demand 
cancellation 
  

governorship primaries 

From ANENE AIKE, Sokoto

Bello

Adamu
lamented how Alhaj i  
Yahaya Karaku, a political 
actor from the district could 
be made the Returning 
Officer.

She called on her teeming 
supporters to remain calm 
desp i te  the  obv ious  
m a n i p u l a t i o n .  T h e  
embittered aspirant also 
asked for a level playing 
field for the people to 
choose their preferred 
candidate.

Shehu disclosed that in 
her estimation, no primary 
was held in Kogi Central. 
She described the results 
published in the social 
media as fictitious and 
laughable with imaginary 
votes allocated.

Bature calls for unity, synergy in APC

HE Chairman of the All TProgressives Congress, 
APC Plateau State Chapter, 
Hon. Rufus Bature has called 
for unity and synergy within 
the party. 

He made the call  when the 
state Executive Committee 
paid a congratulatory visit to 
the party's gubernatorial 

candidate, Dr Nentawe 
Yilwatda Goshwe at his 
Rayfield residence. 

In a press release by 
Sylvanus Namang, APC State 
Publicity Secretary, Hon 

Rufus Bature pleaded with all 
those who contested with the 
candidate to see reason and 
close ranks and collapse their 
lofty ideas and policies into 
those of the gubernatorial 
candidate for the overall 
interest of the party and 
Plateau State. 

He ca l led on a l l key 
stakeholders, members and 
lovers of the party to rally 
round the gubernatorial 

candidate in order to ensure 
victory for the APC in the 
2 0 2 3  elections.

While emphasising the 
need for unity,  he said the 
the party remains one big 
family where there is room 
to accommodate everybody 
irrespective of who emerges 
victorious.  

Hon.  Rufus Bature noted 
that  in a big party as the 
APC,  there are bound to be 
disagreements but the 
common denominator is the 
interest of Plateau state. 

H e  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  
gubernatorial aspirant to 
make effort to reconcile with 
all the aggrieved aspirants in 
order to have a seamless 
campaign which would 
ensure victory for the party 
at all levels.  

He urged him to work the 
talk of his laudable policies 
especially as they relate to 
secur i ty,  ag r i cu l tu re ,  
education and all things that 
are noble. 

R e s p o n d i n g , t h e  

gubernatorial candidate,  Dr 
Nentawe Yilwatda,  thanked 
the party Chairman and his 
entire exco for the honour in 
p a y i n g  h i m  t h e  
congratulatory and solidarity 
visit. 

He commended the party 
for midwifing  a successful 
primary election which led to 
his emergence as the 
governorship candidate.  

He said as part of his 
reconciliation with all other 
contestants who lost at the 
primary election, he had 
visited all of them who are in 
town with the exception of 
two who are out of town and 
who he promised to visit 
a f t e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Convention of the party next 
week. 

Dr. Yilwadda said he has a 
list of all other contestants 
from the House of Assembly 
to the Senate including those 
who won and lost and has 
placed personal calls to most 
of them.    

Adding that he intends to 

further engage them at a 
dinner and bring them  on 
board in the campaign council 
to be formed along with the 
party.

He called on the party to 
organise a dinner session for 
a l l  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  
aspirants where he would 
also be invited in order to 
f u r t h e r  c e m e n t  t h e   
relationship.

He said he would fully 
engage the party on how to 
bring a new dimension into 
the campaign and a practical 
demonstration of what 
governance is all about. 

Dr Yilwatda said he has a 
workable agenda and policies 
which are online and he is 
e n g a g i n g  a l l  P l a t e a u  
indigenes including those in 
the diaspora.  

He revealed that he has an 
invitation from Plateau 
indigenes in the United 
Kingdom for engagements 
and interface on his policies 
which he believes would also 
come from Plateau indigenes 
in other parts of the world.

By LUCY CHINDABA
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OGI State House of 
Assembly has passed 
the Local Government K

Autonomy Bill.  
T h i s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  

consideration of the Bill to alter 
the 1999 Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria as 
amended which seek to abolish 
Joint Account of the State and 
Local Governments.

The bill also seeks to create  
different accounts for local 
governments where they are 
expected to receive their 
allocation from the Federation 
Account.

The lawmakers in their 
v a r i o u s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
unanimously threw their 
support behind the bill, 
describing it as timely.

The Deputy Speaker, Alhaji 
Alfa Rabiu noted that, the Bill 
which will enhance democracy, 
will also provide financial 
independence at the local 
government level.

The member representing 
Olamaboro Constituency’, 
Anthony Ujah explained that 
the Bill is long overdue. 

He explained that, it will 
reduce financial pressure on 
the state governments.

W h i l e  t h e  m e m b e r  

representing Adavi, Ibrahim 
Usman stated that the Bill will 
enhance development at the 
grassroots,  Lokoja One 
counterpart, his Umar Tenimu 
noted that, local governments 
have not been able to meet 
their responsibilities due to the 
Joint Account.

Meanwhile, the Chairman of 
Kogi State chapter, Nigeria 
Union of Local Government 

E m p l o y e e s ,  ( N U L G E ) ,  
Comrade Tade Adeyemi, has 
applauded the State Assembly 
for the passage of the Bill 
saying the passage would 
e n s u r e  s e c u r i t y  a n d  
development on the council 
areas.

He urged other state 
Assemblies to ensure the 
passage of the Bill so as to get, 
the required two third majority 
at the National Assembly.

P O L I T I C S

From 

AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

Kogi Assembly passes Local 
Government Autonomy Bill

From 
MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI,

 Keffi

APC to set committee to reconcile  aggrieved members

APC lawmaker 
embraces AA

 to realize ambition
From MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, Keffi

'Injustice made me leave APC for SDP
From 

MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, 
Keffi

 member of the 
Nasarawa State 
House of Assembly A

representing Keffi East 
Constituency, Hon Abdulaziz 
S K Danladi, has stated that 
the deliberate plans to 
Prustrate his ambition in 
contesting for the House of 
Representatives by his 
former political party, the All 
P rogress ive  Congress ,  
(APC), informed his decision 
to dump his party the All 
Progressives Congress, APC 
and join the Action Allaince 
AA to actualize his political 
dream and aspirations. 

Speaking with newsmen 
after his formal declaration in 
Keffi during the week, the 
lawmaker accused his former 
party of being undemocratic, 
lack of level playing field as 
well as injustice to him and 
other people aspiring for one 
position or the other. 

“Infact there was a clear 
case of injustice, lack of level 
p l a y i n g  g r o u n d  a n d  
undemocratic tendencies in 
the present APC in the state, 
as such, we have to hope for 
an opportunity when justice 
would be given to us”, he 
stated. 

He contended that, unless 
the leaders of the APC decide 
to change for the better in 
their management of the 
people, they would continue 
to lose their membership 
because injust ice and 

dictatorship would never pay 
in any human activities. 

“Unless the leadership of 
the APC decides to turn over 
a new leaf, otherwise their 
membership would continue 
to be depleted and this would 
be the beginning of their 
downfall”, he asserted. 

On his chances in his new 
political party, the Action 
Alliance, the lawmaker 
described it as quite bright 
and encouraging given the 
ways and manner in which 
the people from across the 
constituency are coming to 
register their support and 
commitment towards his 
candidacy. Added to that, he 
said, is the growing wave of 
political awareness of the 
people is also an added 
advantage because now the 
people vote for a person 
regardless of his political 
party or affiliation. 

Danladi who is also the 
Sarkin Samarin Keffi and 
also the Chairman, House 
committee on Works and 
Housing, solicited for the 
continued support from the 
people of the constituency to 
enable him win and give 
t h e m  a  b e t t e r  
representation in the green 
chambers. 

Abdullahi

Bello

 Nasarawa State 
House of Assembly 
candidate under the A

platform of the Social 
Democratic Party (SDP), Hon 
Muntassim Ramalan Abbas 
has stated that the injustice 
and sheer undemocratic 
tendencies meted on him 
during the primary election of 
his former political party, the 
All Progressive Congress 
(APC) informed his decision 
to change to the present 
platform he is now contesting 

under. 
Speaking with newsmen in 

Keffi during the week, the SDP 
candidate lamented that his 
former party has neither  been 
just and fair nor provided any 
level playing field for him and 
even other contestants, as 
such, he decided to opt out and 
seek for another platform 
which he was overwhelmingly 

accepted and given the chance 
to run under it. 

Abbas expressed delight that 
this change of political 
p l a t f o r m  i s  y i e l d i n g  
encouraging results given the 
amount of support he is now 
recording from the people 
across the constituency. 

He therefore appealed to the 
people of his constituency to 
continue to sustain the tempo 
to enable him win and serve 
them better especially that he 
has all what it takes to give 
them a good representation 
that would yield unto them a 
significant amount of results. 

Muntassim who is contesting 
for the third time to the state's 
law making body, stated that 
given the ways and manner in 
which his teeming supporters 
are prevailing upon him to 
make himself available for the 
contest, he has no option than 
to answer their call and 
contest. 

“Based on the clarion  calls 
from the people of my 
constituency for me to make 
myself available for the 
contest, I have no option than 
to bow to their pressures and 
contest so as to justify the 
confidence they have in my 

capacities to give them the 
best”, he stated. 

While assuring of his 
determination to give to his 
p e o p l e  a  p o p u l a r  
representation that would 
make the difference in the 
state Assembly if elected, 
Muntassim solicited for their 
support through voting  him 
during the election come 
2023. 

He then assured that he 
would put more efforts to 
campaign to his people 
through a peaceful means. 
persuasive means with a view 
to set their support and co-
operation. 

ISTURBED by the 
growing wave of 
crisis that have D

engulfed the ruling All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC)  in Nasarawa State in 
recent times over the 
outcome of the just 
c o n c l u d e d  p r i m a r y  
elections of the party in the 
state, Governor Abdullahi 
Sule has assured that his 
administration would soon 
constitute a high powered 
committee to reconcile all 
aggrieved members.

The governor made the 
disclosure after presiding 
over the monthly State 
Executive Council (SEC) 
meeting at the Government 
House, Lafia.

According to him, anyone 
who feels aggrieved should 
endevour to follow the 
appropriate channels to put 
his or her grievances across 
for  proper mediation which 
he assured is going to be 

fair and just to all. 
“A n y o n e  w h o  f e e l s  
aggrieved should avail  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  
opportunity to channel 
t he i r  i s sues  t o  t he  
committee that would soon 
b e  s e t - u p  f o r  a n  
appropriate reconciliation 
so that we can move 
forward victoriously”, he 
assured. 
 The Governor then 
appealed to all the APC 
members to remain calm 
and be assured that they 
are going to set up a high 
powered reconciliation 
committee to hear how 
they feel and what has 
happened and how best to 
address the issues.
  Our man  observed that 
the state chapter of the 
party has been in crisis 
following the outcome of 
the just conducted primary 

elections in the state. An 
action that led to the series 
of defections by the key 
stakeholders as well as 

legal battles here and 
there. From across the 
three senatorial districts in 
the state.   

SuleAdamu
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OME civil society 
organization (CSOs), 
that monitored the S

polls, described it as a 
marked improvement, when 
compared with previous 
e l e c t i o n s  i n  N i g e r i a .
The Centre for Democracy 
and Development (CDD), 
scored INEC high on the 
conduct of the election.
P ro f.  Sho l a  Omoto l a ,  
m e m b e r,  C e n t r e  f o r  
D e m o c r a c y  a n d  
Deve l opmen t  E l e c t i on  
Analysis Centre (CDD -EAC) 
and Professor of Political 
Science, Federal University, 
Oye-Ekiti said the election 
w a s  w e l l  o r g a n i s e d .
Omotola said that the 
conduct of the election by 
INEC was a significant 
improvement on previous 
e l e c t i o n s .
He said that the general 
atmosphere of the election 
was peaceful and INEC 
officials arrived early for the 
conduct of the election.
“CDD-EAC observer reports 
showed that by 8:30 a.m. 64 
per cent of polling units 
visited had opened, and 
between 8:30 a.m. and 9:30 
a.m. another 29 per cent had 
opened.
“The data indicate that 93 

per cent of the polling units in 
the areas observed had 
started voting by 9:30 a.m.
“The CDD-EAC data point to 

a high usage of the BVAS, 
with 88 per cent of polling 
units visited reporting 
effective usage.
“Although there were 

hitches in very few locations, 
where our observers noted 
that some voters could not be 
accredited, the CDD-EAC 
observers rated the efficiency 
of the BVAS as either very 
good or excellent.”
He added that in all the 31 

reported cases where the 
BVAS malfunctioned, 71 per 
cent of those cases were 
resolved within an hour.
“On the average therefore, 
CDD-EAC data indicated that 
it took around 2.4 minutes for 
voters to be processed 
through the BVAS.
“In 45 per cent of the cases, 

voters were accredited in two 
minutes or less, while in 87 
per cent of the cases each 

voter was accredited within 
four minutes.”
The Nigeria Civil Society 

Situation Room (Situation 
Room) also rated INEC high 
in terms of logistics and 
commencement of voting in 
the election.
In an interim report jointly 

signed by the Convener, Ms 
Ene Obi; Co-conveners Ms 
Asma'u Joda and Mr James 
Ugochukwu, the organisation 
said it observed early arrival 
of poll officials and election 
materials in 93 per cent of the 
po l l i ng  un i t s  v i s i t ed .
It however, said, that there 
were many reports of delays 
and malfunctioning of BVAS 
machines in polling units 
especially those with many 
registered voters.
“ F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I N E C  

distribution of the BVAS 
d e v i c e s  w a s  n o t  
p r opo r t i o na t e  t o  t h e  
population of registered 
voters by polling units.
“The Situation Room noted 
that poll officials gave priority 
to Persons With Disabilities 
(PWD) voters,  e lder ly 
persons and pregnant 
women in most of the polling 
units observed,” it said.
Although the election was 

rated high in terms of 
logistics and early opening of 
poll, there were concerns 
about occasional delays 
caused by inadequate 
deployment of Bimodal Voter 
Accreditation System (BVAS) 
m a c h i n e s .
For example, the Situation 
Room in another statement 
signed by its Co-convener, Mr 
J a m e s  U g o c h u k w u ,  
expressed dissatisfaction 
with the distribution of the 
BVAS during the election.
Ugochukwu advised INEC to 

improve on the distribution of 
BVAS in proportion to 
registered voters in polling 
units.
H e  c o m m e n d e d  t h e  

functionality of the device 
during the election, saying 
t h e  S i t u a t i o n  R o o m  
observations indicated the 
BVAS was functional in at 
least 76 per cent of the voting 
l o c a t i o n s .
“However, there are many 
reports of delays and 
m a l f u n c t i o n i n g  B VA S  
machines in some voting 
units especially those with 
many registered voters.
“Examples of the locations 

w h e r e  t h e  m a c h i n e s  
malfunctioned are: PU 002 

Igbaletere by mechanic 
workshop, Ward 6 Ado 
Okeyinmi, Ado-Ekiti LGA 
where the machine was going 
on and off intermittently,” he 
said.
He said that reports from 

field observers indicated that 
it took at least three minutes 
to accredit a voter using the 
BVAS in 41 per cent of the 
locations observed.
“Going by this, the BVAS 

would have successfully 
accredited 20 voters per hour 
on the average in the affected 
voting locations.
“Consequently, INEC will 

need to double its effort to 
improve on the turnaround 
time of the BVAS of one 
minute per voter for a 
seamless process on election 
day.
“ F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I N E C  

distribution of the BVAS 
d e v i c e s  w a s  n o t  
proportionate to voters 
population of registered 
voters by polling unit,” he 
said.
Ugochukwu also advised 

INEC to address the problem 
of over concentration of 
voters in some polling units.
He cited the situation in 

Surajudeen School, Ado 
Dallimore (Ward 9), Ado Ekiti 
LGA, which had about 5,000 
registered voters shared 
between just two polling 
units.
Ugochukwu said that some 

of the voters complained that 

their request for transfer of 
registration to their preferred 
pol l ing units was not 
approved before the election.
“Several of the polling units 

were s i ted in pr ivate 

residences and compounds in 

Ekiti State contrary to claims 

by INEC that the Commission 

had moved polling units to 

public spaces during its 

Expansion of Voters Access to 

Polling Units Exercise in 

2021.
“We hope that INEC will 

p roper ly  address  th is  

lingering issue going into the 

2023 general elections,” he 

said.
Undoubtedly, the Ekiti 

governorship election was an 

improvement over the 

N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1  

governorship election in 

Anambra and the February 

Federal Capital Territory 

(FCT) Area Councils poll.

This is in terms of logistics, 

arrival of poll officials, 

commencement of voting as 

well as the functionality of 

the BVAS machines.
INEC must learn from the 

successes and failures of the 

Ekiti State election and 

further improve in the 

conduct of the July 16 Osun 

governorship election.
It must also use the 

elections as test run for the 

2023 general elections. 

(NANFeatures)

Ekiti election as litmus test for 2023 polls
The June 18 Ekiti governorship election has been adjudged by stakeholders as one of the best elections in Nigeria in recent times.
The election which was generally peaceful, also witnessed some improvements in terms of organisation and logistics by the 
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC).  SALISU SANI IDRIS writes.

“Furthermore, INEC distribution of the BVAS devices was not 
proportionate to the population of registered voters by polling 
units. “The Situation Room noted that poll officials gave priority to 
Persons With Disabilities (PWD) voters, elderly persons and 
pregnant women in most of the polling units observed, it said”.

MahmoodFayemi





LENARY at the Plateau State 
House of Assembly (PLHA) Pcommenced last week as 

members resumed from the short 
recess embarked earlier to enable 
them partake in the recent 
concluded primaries. As the 
lawmakers  we lcomed and 
congratulated each other, it did not 
seem to matter who lost or won. 
One thing was evidently clear, they 
were all happy to see one another. 
The icing on the cake was when the 
House Majority Leader Hon. 
Na'anlong Gapyil Daniel called 
everyone a winner, even as he 
described the election as free, fair 
with no violence whatsoever 
recorded. After the exchange of 
pleasantries, it was then time to 
settle down to the day's legislative 
business.

The session began with a motion 
on adjournment moved by the 
Majority Leader and member 
representing Mikang constituency 
Hon. Na'anlong Gapyil Daniel, 
calling on all to support the state 
Executive Governor Barr. Simon 
Bako Lalong in the quest to 
becoming the vice presidential 
candidate of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC). For the 
lawmaker,  the motion was 
necessitated by the need to draw 
the attention of the national body 
of the APC to consider the 
executive governor of Plateau 
State as running mate to Asiwaju 
Ahmed BolaTinubu, who is the 
party's presidential flag bearer. On 
why Lalong should be considered, 
he said there is no other person 
more qualified as his antecedents 
speak for itself and is there for all 
to see.

To further buttress his point, 
Na'anlong likened Plateau State to 
a mini Nigeria,  adding that Jos as 
a cosmopolitan city is home to 
people from different walks of life,  
and from the different ethnic 
groups of the country.  In his view,  
Plateau is probably the only state 
in the North Central that is known 
to accommodate people from the 
different tribes and religions. And 
for Lalong to have been able to still 
govern the state after all the 
challenges it has gone through 
shows his capabilities as a good 
leader. Worthy of mention are his 
track record and achievement in 
restoring peace and unity amongst 
all residents and citizens of 
Plateau.

Throwing more light on the 
motion, the House majority leader 
has this to say: "There is the need 
to have a leader that will represent 
the interest of the different people, 
bringing them together to discuss 
the way forward for our great 
country Nigeria. If we can give it to 
His Excellency Simon Lalong, he is 
most qualified because he has 
done perfectly well. You can see 
his passion, his desire for people to 
dwell together as one. That is the 
kind of leadership that is 
uncommon, that is the kind of 
leadership Nigeria needs in order 
for us to have a peaceful nation. 
We need leaders who will not come 
with the colour of religion, a leader 
that will see everyone as his own 
and that is what our governor has 
been demonstrating.  He is indeed 
a team player which Tinubu needs 
as his vice" .

Members in their various 
contributions while supporting the 
motion, also unanimously agreed 
to lead the campaign as they one 
after the other reeled out Lalong's 
antecedents and why he is most 
qualified to be picked as vice 
president of the APC presidential 
candidate. First and foremost, 
they noted the significant role 

being played by Lalong as 
Chairman of the Northern 
Governors Forum (NGF). Recall 
that it was the NGF, through the 
influence of Governor Simon 
Lalong as chairman that made it 
possible for the presidency slot to 
go to the South. Secondly, the 
lawmakers agreed that due to 
Lalong's initiative and pro-
activeness, the Plateau State 
Peace Building Agency was birthed 
and subsequently passed into law 
by the state assembly and today, is 
instrumental to the peace being 
enjoyed in the state.

Also during plenary, the PLHA 
passed for first, second and third 
readings a "Bill for a Law to Amend 
the Plateau State House of 
Assembly Funds Management 
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Law" which may also be cited as 
the Plateau State Legislative 
Funds Management (Amendment) 
Bill, 2022. This bill seeks to amend 
Sections 3, 18, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 30, 31, 42, 46, 51, and the 
second schedule of the Plateau 
S t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  f u n d s  
management law 2021 by 
replacing the funds management 
board with a funds management 
committee. 

This is as a result of a conflict 
between the law and Section 
109(1) (e) of the 1999 
Constitution which prohibits 
serving members of any House of 
Assembly from being a member 
of a commission,  board or any 
other body established by the 
said constitution or any other law.  
Also,  the bill seeks to reconcile 
the official designation of the 
heads of Administration and that 
of Finance and Supplies of the 
House. What is the justification for 
this, one may ask?

Firstly, Section 103(1) of the 
Nigerian Constitution provides 
that, a House of Assembly may 
appoint a committee of its 
members to serve for any special 
or general purpose as in its 
opinion, it would be better 
regulated and managed by means 
of such committee, and may also 
by resolution, regulation or 
otherwise, as it thinks fit delegate 

any functions exercisable by it to 
any such committee. Secondly, is 
to  harmonize the of f i c ia l  
d e s i gna t i o n s  o f  t h e  two  
departments of the House as 
highlighted above in line with its 
conventional practice. 

As the lawmakers deliberated 
extensively on this bill, even going 
as far as giving it an accelerated 
hearing by suspending Order 13 
Rule 3 of the House rules, they 
arrived at the conclusion that an 
amendment to the assembly fund 
management law is indeed apt and 
timely and will no doubt conform 
with obtainable legislative best 
practices. The bill was thereafter, 
permitted for passage through a 
motion moved by the House 
majority leader to the committee 
of the whole for proper scrutiny. As 
the House reverted back to 
plenary, it was passed for third 
reading as it awaits its eventual 
passage into law. 

Last but not the least for the 
day's agenda was a notice of 
motion calling on the Plateau State 
House of Assembly to resolve to 
adopt the legislative calendar for 
the fourth session of the ninth 
assembly in the fourth republic,  
as contained in the schedule to 
this motion commencing from the 
1 4th June,  2022 and ending on 
the 9th June, 2023. According to 
the 1999 Const i tut ion as 

amended, the House of Assembly 
shall seat for a period of not less 
than one month each in a year. In 
view of this, the Ninth Plateau 
State House of Assembly 
commenced its third session on 
the 28th of June, 2021. 

Therefore, there is need to set up 
and adopt a resolution for the 
fourth session of the legislative 
calendar commencing on June 
14th, 2022 and ending on June 
9th,  2023.

PLHA plenary: Support for Lalong tops agenda
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IMAN, daughter of former 
Governor of Nassarawa 
State  got married to her 
heartthrob Sadiq Kaoje in 
Abuja over the weekend. 

 A m o n g  p r o m i n e n t  
Nigerians that converged at 
International Conference 
Centre to celebrate with the 
couple during a wedding 
reception in their honour 
was Nigeria's First Lady, 

Hajiya Aisha Buhari, Plateau 
Governor, Simon Bako 
Lalong, Attorney General of 
the Federation, Justice 
Abubakar Malami, Minister 
for Women Affairs Dame 
Pauline Tallen, former Bauchi 
State Governor, Sani Muazu, 
former Governors, present 
a n d  s e r v i n g  D e p u t y  
Governors ,  M in i s te rs ,  
politicians and wives of 

Governors and Deputies 
including family and friends 
of the couple. 

Governor Simon Bako 
Lalong who represented 
Nigerian Governors at the 
forum urged the couple to 
beat all challenges and make 
their marriage work.

"Anytime we see such 
celebrity marriages, we say 
don ' t  joke wi th  that  
marriage, prioritise and take 
your marriage seriously and 
nurture it to grow," he said 
and wished the couple a 
happy married life.

In a goodwill message, 
Nigeria's First Lady, Aisha 
Buhari advised the bride to 
be a very caring wife to her 
husband even as she urged 
the couple to love and create 
time for each other while 
taking the tenets of the Holy 
Quaran to be their guide.

She challenged Imams and 
Pastors to begin to counsel 
men on marriage as they 
prepare new couples for 
marriage. 

Said the First Lady: Many 
times it is only the women 
that are counselled. But I 
want to encourage men of 
God to start counselling men 

lateau State Governor, 
Simon Bako Lalong has 
tasked fathers to play P

their role and impact 
positively in their families. 

Lalong was speaking during 
a Mass at Our Lady Queen of 
Niger ia Pro-Cathedral ,  
Fumilayo Kuti Street, Garki 
Abuja on Sunday, June 19, 
2022.

Lalong at the mass which 
he attended with his family 
unveiled the launch of The 
Century Magazine, with over 
100 pages and 30 articles 
tagged "The father's voice", 
which highlights challenges 
of why marriages are 
crumbling in a high rate in 
the society. 

After leading a procession 
of father's to offer the special 
thanksgiving to mark the 
day, Lalong congratulated 
t h e  C a t h o l i c  M e n  
Organisation (CMO) on the 
occasion of 'Fathers Day'.

President Catholic Men 
Organisation (CMO), Sir 
Martins Dibangs said fathers 
are pillars of the home,  
urging them to continue 
being great fathers to their 
wives, children and entire 
family. 

He described Governor 
Lalong as a great father who 
has shown a great example 
by holding his family 
together. 

In a homily, Rev. Fr. 
Nicholas Onyema, Cathedral 
Administrator who took the 
homily from Luke 19: 11-17 
congratulated father's for 
marking the 2022 Fathers 
Day, describing the day as a 
blessing to fathers.  

He said "Father's are 
pillars. Our fathers are 
precious to us just as our 
father in heaven is". 

H e  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  

congregation to put a call to 
their fathers and celebrate 
them because they need to 
be celebrated.

He said though some 
fathers may be experiencing 
challenges in their marital 
relationships, they have a 

great role to play in their 
families. And added that the 
church is also celebrating 
'Corpus Christi' which is 
celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist and communion , 
known as the centre of 
worship of the Christian life 
and the Catholic Church.

He lamented the poverty 
in the country saying 
Nigeria is listed among 
countries with the highest 
poverty levels not because 
the country is poor but 
because of greed from 
leaders.   

O nye m a  c a l l e d  o n  
C h r i s t i a n s  t o  g i v e  
generously to the poor and 
to  enab le  in terna l ly  
d i s p l a c e d  p e r s o n s  
displaced by conflicts and 
attacks in various parts of 
the country to return to 
their homes. 

While warning against the 
disunity in the country with 
clear divisions across 
ethnic and religious lines 
from cit izens of the 
country, the man of God 
however advised against 
tribalism, ethnicity, saying 
Christians should embrace 
every member of their 
f a m i l y  w i t h o u t  
discrimination.  

" L ove  p eop l e  w i t h  
different ethnic divides 
with tolerance, and without 
discrimination" He said.

T H E  P l a t e a u  S t a t e  

Governor, Simon Bako 

Lalong has described the 

demise of a former Military 

Administrator of the State, 

Col. Musa Sheikh Shehu Rtd. 

as shocking and a huge loss.
The Late Shehu who passed 

on Sunday June 19, 2022 

was also the former Military 

Administrator of Rivers State 

r e p o r t s  S U N D A Y  

STANDARD.
Governor Lalong while 

attending the funeral rites of 

t h e  l a t e  M i l i t a r y  

Administrator at the Apo 

Cemetery in Abuja said the 

late Col. Shehu was a fine 

officer and gentleman who 

served the nation with 

dignity and honour. 
“Shehu was Plateau's 

Mi l i tary Administrator    

between 1998 and 1999, 

and he demonstrated 

enormous passion for peace, 

justice and development by 

carrying all segments of the 

s o c i e t y  a l o n g  i n  

governance", Lalong stated 

in a statement. 
He acknowledged his 

efforts in implementing 

projects and programmes 

that impacted the lives of 

the people across the entire 

17 local government areas 

of the state. 
The  Governor  a l so  

praised his contributions to 

the political development 

of the country and his 

e f f o r t s  t o w a r d s  

consolidating democracy 

where he served as the 

Secretary General of the 

Arewa Consultative Forum 

(ACF).
While commiserating 

with his family, Lalong 

urged them to accept his 

death as the will of God and 

continue to pray for the 

repose of his soul.

as well, not only the 
women to prepare them 
both for marriage ".

 In their remarks, 
Ambassador Hassan Tukur, 
who stood as father of the 
g r o o m  a n d  f o r m e r  
Governor of Bauchi State, 
Sani Muazu wished the 
couple a very peaceful and 
successful marriage. 

Attorney General of the 
Federation and Minister of 
Justice Abubakar Malami, 
who was chairman of the 
occasion also prayed for a 
marriage of love and 
understanding with many 
blessings for the couple

Co-ordinating the cutting 
of the cake, Minister for 
Women Affairs, Dame 
Pauline Tallen prayed God 
to bless the wedding and 
give the couple attributes 
of patience to make them 
continue to love each other 
and be faithful to one 
another.

In her message of 
goodwill, mother of the 
b r ide ,  Ha j i ya  Ma i ro  
Almakura wished the 
couple a very peaceful and 
successful home.

Be great fathers to your family
- Gov. Lalong 

Stories by 
PALANG KASMI

Lalong mourns former Military Administrator 

Aisha Buhari, Lalong attend Al-makura's daughters wedding 

A new leadership has emerged for the Plateau State 
Chapter of the Nigeria Association of Women Journalists 
(NAWOJ) with Comrade Nene Dung, of the PRTVC as its 
new Chairman to be deputized by Comrade Grace Akwe 
Gotip of the NTA. 

Others elected included Comrade Mwuese Adem of 
HighLand FM as Secretary and to be assisted by 
Comrade Yvonne Ishola of THE NIGERIA STANDARD 
with Comrade Eunice Agabus of the PRTVC as the 
Treasurer and Comrade Patience Aliyu of the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) as Financial Secretary while the 
position of Auditor went to Janet Jinawa of the State 
Ministry of Information and Communication. 

Fire destroys properties at ATBU
An inferno that occurred at the Yelwa Campus of 

Tafawa Balewa University Bauchi, has consumed 
properties worth millions of naira with 42 shops at block 
"D" of the University including computers business 
centres, barbing salon and provision stores. 

The exact time that the fire started was unknown, but 
many believed that the incident possibly started at about 
2am Wednesday and was reportedly caused by an 
electricity fault. 

Laity Council decries spate of wanton killings, 
kidnapping and terrorism 

 The apex body of the Catholic Laity Council of 
Nigeria (CLCN) ,  has decried the rising spate of 
wanton killings, kidnapping, banditry, terrorism and 
idolatry ravaging the nation who are calling on other 
parishes and dioceses to beef up internal security 
arrangement to protect the Church from further attack. 

This was the resolution of CLCN at the 148 National 
Executive Council (NEC) Meeting at the Archbishop A. K. 
Obiefuna Retreat, held at the Conference Centre Akwa 
Diocese in Anambra State recently after indepth 
deliberations and made available to SUNDAY 
STANDARD in Jos, the Plateau State capital.

460 poor and vulnerable farmers benefit from 
COVID-19 palliatives

OVER four hundred and sixty four (464) poor and 
vulnerable farmers in Bogoro Local Government Area of 
Bauchi State  are set to benefit from the Nigeria Covid 19 
Action Recovery Economic Stimulus N-CARES.

This was contained in a press statement signed by 
Gomna James, and made available to SUNDAY 
STANDARD in Jos, Plateau State shortly after the 
Coordinator of the Programme, Mr Danladi Simon, made 
this known to newsmen in his office on Monday.

The coordinator stated that the N-CARES was the 
initiative of the the Federal Government and World Bank 
in collaboration with the Bauchi State Government to 
alleviate the hardship caused as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Ekiti attracts $ 5 0 0m World Bank projects
Governor Kayode Fayemi of Ekiti State has disclosed 

that the state has attracted about $ 5 0 0m to 
prosecute various projects under the World Bank-
assisted programmes within the last three and a 
half years.  

He disclosed this while receiving an award presented to 
Ekiti State Nigeria Erosion and Watershed Management 

Project (NEWMAP),  for emerging the overall best in 
Trier- 4  of 2 2  other benefiting states.  

Man jailed for posting false information on 
facebook 

Magistrate Court sitting in Lokoja, has sentenced a 
middle age man, Habibu Achile Rabiu to two months in 
prison with payment of #5,000 as fine for the offence 
which contravened section 393 of the Kogi State Panel 
Code for posting false information on his facebook 
timeline. 

Rabiu, who was standing trial at the Magistrate 
Court 3  over the comments on his facebook 
timeline that the rate of which fever was killing 
people in the state was alarming,  particularly 
during the heat of Covid- 1 9  pandemic in the 
country.  

Sport Minister to receive football development 
master plan report 

The ten years Football Development Master Plan 
Committee set up by the Presidency to redesign football 

development in Nigeria will on June 29,  2 0 2 2  submit its 
report to Minister for Youth and Sports 
Development, Chief Sunday Dare, in his office.

Compiled by EZEKIEL DONTINNA

NAWOJ Plateau elects new EXCO

Lalong

Aisha





an you tell us your 

name?C
My name is Daniel Danladi 

Gotring, FMAN, Meaning, Fellow 

Mathematical Association of 

Nigeria. I am from Duk village in 

Pankshin District of Pankshin 

Local Government Area, Plateau 

State. Duk village is popularly 

known as Duk City. 
Y o u  a r e  t h e  b r a n c h  

C h a i r m a n  o f  D U K  

Development Association, 

Jos, Bukuru and its environs, 

can you tell us what has  

b e e n  y o u r  w o r k i n g  

relationship with your Exco 

members since assumption 

of office?
Yes! I am the current Chairman 

of Duk Development Association 

(DDA) Jos, Bukuru and its 

environs. We have our National 

President that is Mr. Monday 

Sani. He is the current National 

President of Duk Development 

Association. And as for me the 

Chairman DDA here in Jos, 

Bukuru and its environs, as a 

matter of fact, I am enjoying my 

executive members. We are 

working together as a team for 

the progress, growth and 

development of the association 

here and in diaspora. I am 

enjoying the support and 

cooperat ion of my exco 

members to the fullest because 

they are really cooperating and 

working with me to ensure that 

Duk people are developed in all 

facets of life. Presently, I am on 

my third tenure as the 

Chairman.
You see sometimes, it will not 

be fair, if your people call on you 

to come and serve them and you 

reject their call, you know when 

they came to me to take the 

position of the DDA Chairman 

for the third term, I told them  

openly that the stool of the 

Chairman is not meant for me 

alone. But when they left me, I 

quickly gave it a second 

thought, and I decided within 

me to take up the challenge. And 

you know what, people cannot 

tell you to laed them without 

seeing some leadership qualities 

in you. I am enjoying the total 

support and cooperation of the 

Exco and the entire members of 

the association.
We usually meet monthly, it is 

rotational. The main objectives 

for our meetings is to get 

acquainted with each other’s 

houses.
What are some of your 

a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  s i n c e  

assumption into office?
I think the Duk Development 

Association Jos, Bukuru and its 

environs branch has made a 

great mark in the past years of 

its existence. I can remember 

s o m e  y e a r s  b a c k ,  t h e  

Association organized a revival 

in Duk Village and it was quite 

successful, since then people at 

home have been coming to me 

yearning for the same revival to 

be organized again. Secondly, 

some years back the Association 

thought of those who couldn't 

get what they want in life and we 

immediately thought of the 

widows both at home and in  

d iaspora .  We organ ized  

ourselves as an Association in 

Jos, Bukuru and its environs and 

we bought some items and 

other materials and went down 

to the village and presented 

those items and materials to the 

people at home for onward 

d istr ibut ion to the less 

privileged people and the 

widows and so many things 

h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

presentation of the items and 

materials.
And for now, we are still 

thinking that some positive 

things must be done again. I 

just took over the mantle of 

leadership of the Association 

this January 2022  because 

elections were conducted in 

December 2021 and the 

handing over proper was done in 

March 2022, and we have just 

settled down to work with my 

Executive.
You came on board as the 

DDA Chairman for the third 

time. Can you tell us briefly if 

there are changes or  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  

Association compared to 

those years when you were a 

floor member?
Yes! I can proudly tell you that 

there are very great growth and 

developments in the Association 

a n d  a l s o  t h e  h u m a n  

deve lopment .  When the  

Association was formed some 

years ago, men and women 

used to meet separately. But 

w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  

development that has taken 

place within the association in 

recent times, the Association 

decided that why must we meet 

separately and what are the 

reasons behind it? So we came 

together and formed a one 

formidable force which is Jos, 

Bukuru and its environs branch 

and its now a force to be 

reckoned with in diaspora. And 

let me tell you right now, we 

have made it mandatory that 

any child who is up to the age of 

eighteen (18) years is an 

automatic member of the 

Assoc iat ion and we are 

compelling parents to bring  

their children that are up to the 

age of 18years and they must be 

seen attending meetings.
Another plus is that about 80 to 

90 percent of the Duk people 

residing within these enclave are 

living in their personal houses. 

Living as tenants and they now 

have built their own houses. So, 

I can now tell you that there is a 

very great development.
What is the polit ical 

influence of a Duk people in 

Jos Bukuru and its environs 

as great percentage of the 

D u k  p e o p l e  a r e  n o w  

landlords in another man's 

land?
There is no any much political 

influence. I can only attribute all 

these developments to the hard 

work of the Duk people as we 

were taught by our parents. 

Because no lazy boy or lazy girl 

is tolerated in Duk Village. If you 

are the lazy type, you are always 

given a name and you will have a 

song, sung after you and you will 

not like to live within the 

environment. As such, people 

strive to develop themselves 

and not to wait for government 

and also not wait for any political 

appointments. Although the 

Duk man interacts with the 

politicians, political leaders and 

those who play politics within 

us; we also play politics too but 

politics is not the main factor 

that has brought growth and 

development to the Duk people 

within this enclave, its hard 

work.
I could still remember, I 

started holding a very big hoe to 

go to the farm at the age of six or 

seven years and there used to 

be this farming system that we 

called “Wuk”. You can form 

yourselves into either four, five, 

eight or there about as farming 

groups. Today, the group will go 

to my farm, tomorrow they go to 

the other person's farm and next 

tomorrow to another person's 

farm. It continues in that way 

until they round up.
And when it goes round all of 

them, they can still start again 

and if it comes to my turn in the 

second round and my farm is 

already finished and I don't have 

any, I can go and request 

somebody who has farmlands, 

then I will take my Wuk to that 

farm, then he will give me a 

meager amount of money or 

anything as we agreed upon. 

That is to tell you a Duk man is 

not known for laziness and all 

those who are lazy are not 

making any impact in Duk 

Village.
Is that to say that a Duk 

man does not play active 

politics in another man's 

land?
Well, I am not telling you no, I 

am only telling you that bulk of 

the development strides as it 

can be seen or displayed by the 

Duk man is all self-efforts. 

Politics also has its own part, but 

let me tell you that most of the 

Duk people residing in Jos, 

Bukuru and its environs 

normally register our voters 

cards at home because once it 

comes to elections period, we 

find our way home to vote 

during elections.
Yes! Here in the diaspora, 

challenges are so many. There is 

a downturn of economic 

activities. Things are not moving 

as the used to be and so those 

who are striving to become 

landlords are just crawling and 

moving gradually to see that 

they achieve, yet they are not 

giving-up struggling and going 

back home in Duk Village. 

Challenges of Development 

Association, mostly with some 

people is that they don't want to 

give their farmlands for 

d eve l o pmen t .  Bu t  w i t h  

development and awareness, 

they now understand in the past 

years, it used to be very great 

challenge. And let me also talk 

a b o u t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

worshippers as part of the 

development, the traditional 

worship is no longer in existence 

in Duk Village. There is no single 

traditional worshipper in Duk. 

We used to call them “Ngukum,” 

in Duk they used to pose a big 

challenge because there were 

certain area one could not go or 

touch including “shrine”. And 

there were certain periods of the 

year that you cannot go outside, 

particularly the women. But now 

these things are no longer in 

existence.
So development has made a 

landmark in Duk Vil lage 

although there are still some 

minor challenges but thank God, 

most of the major challenges 

have been overcomed.
As an illustrious son of Duk 

Village, can you compare or 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t h e  

Development in Duk Village 

in the past and present 

years?
Come to Duk Village now, 

houses are close to each other 

and even with the development 

in Duk Village, we can boast of 

having electricity and pipe born 

water, except that the pipes 

have been vandalized. In those 

days when people fell sick, we 

transport them either on neck or 

horse to Pankshin General 

Hospital. But today with the 

development, there is a 

standard Primary Health Care 

clinic in Duk Village.
S i r ,  i s  t h e r e  a n y  

arrangement made by sons 

and daughters of Duk, 

interms of improving the 

educational standard of the 

younger generation apart 

f r o m  t h e  p a r e n t s  

responsibilities?
Yes! You have said it all, right 

now let me tell you that most of 

this people that are highly 

placed come from certain 

families in Duk Village. And 

actually when you go to such 

families you discover that their 

children are not lagging behind 

in education and this is because 

of the help rendered to them by 

these people that are highly 

placed. Personally, I remember 

four years ago that I made a 

move to begin giving gifts to 

those that are outstanding in 

Mathematics in schools in Duk 

Village to another primary 

school and no one fed me with 

the information as regards to 

when it will be the speech and 

prize giving day of the school.
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Gotring

‘As an Association we are trying-Gotring’
Mr. Daniel Danladi Gotring is a Senior Lecturer with the Mathematics Department of the University of Jos and he is also the 
Chairman Duk Development Association Jos, Bukuru and It’s environs Branch. He spoke to Polycarp Ishaya recently on some 
number of issues of importance concerning the Association . Read on.
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E find out from 
 James 4 and 1

Peter 1 that we W
are to resist the spirit of fear. 
Now we have also mentioned 
that if you do not know how 
the spirit of fear operates, 
how can you successfully 
resist it? You must know 
what to look out for and then 
you will know exactly how to 
resist the spirit of fear. We 
have made a very important 
point and it bears repetition; 
the spirit of fear operates 
through thoughts, ideas, 
s u g g e s t i o n s ,  a n d  
impressions that are injected 
or introduced into our minds 
by the devil to create feelings 
of fear. 
Fear creates physical 

reaction in people; the saliva 
dries, the bodies begin to 
shake, the knees sometimes 
lose strength and begin to 
shake and quake, people 
begin to do crazy and dumb 
things reacting from the 
spirit of fear. We said in 
previous broadcasts that 
when the spirit of fear is in 
operation, when it has taken 
over an individual, it is 
almost like insanity. People 
begin to do things they would 
not have done in their normal 
minds. Initiative is lost; it is 
paralyzed or stifled. 
So resisting the devil is 

resisting fear, and resisting 
fear is resisting thoughts of 
fear, ideas of that are full of 
fear, concepts in our minds, 
and suggestions that are 
introduced into our minds 
that create impressions and 
create feelings that motivate 
us to fear filled actions. So 
when you understand this, 
then it becomes easy for you 
to deal with the spirit of fear. 
Again, the word resist as 

used in the Bible talks about 
standing against or opposing 
or setting ones self against 
something. When the Bible 
says in James 4:7 Submit 
yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you and 
then in 1 Peter 5:8 & 9, Be 
s o b e r ,  b e  v i g i l a n t ;  
because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may 
devour: Whom resist 
stedfast in the faith, 
knowing that the same 

a f f l i c t i o n s  a r e  
accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the 
world; we have to know 
exactly what we are to 
resist.
W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  

established the fact that in 
the context in which we are 
speaking, resisting the 
spirit of fear is resisting the 
devil because the devil is 
the initiator and the 

sponsor of the spirit of fear. 
He is the one behind the 
spirit of fear. Therefore 
resisting the devil as it says 
in the Bible is to stand 
against the spirit of fear. 
Refuse to let fear have 
control over your life.
Now, if you do not know 

how the spirit of fear 
operates, you will not know 
how to stand against it.the 
spirit of fear operates 
through thoughts, ideas, 
s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d  
impressions. These in turn 
create feelings, physical 
reactions and actions in the 
life of the one who has 
yielded to them.
Now, it is important for us 

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
thoughts have origin. 
Thoughts do no come from 
n o w h e r e  b u t  f r o m  
somewhere. Thoughts are 
not just thoughts; they 

come from somewhere. If 
we understand this, then we 
must also understand that 
we have the right of control 
as free moral agents to 
decide what thoughts we will 
allow in our minds.
I like the way one man of 

God described it; he said 
that a man cannot stop birds 
from flying over their head, 
but he can the birds from 
making a nest on his head. 

Just as we will think a person 
who lets birds build nests on 
his head to be not normal, so 
also with thoughts; you 
cannot stop them from 
entering your mind but you 
can decide which thoughts 
remain in your mind.
You have authority as a 

free moral agent, especially 
if you are born again, you 
have the authority in the 
name of Jesus, to cast down 
wrong thoughts. You can 
refuse by a simple act of 
your will making a decision 
to refuse thoughts that 
create fear to remain in your 
mind; use the name of Jesus 
against them.
Thoughts are governed or 

controlled by associations 
and by what we hear; 
teachings that we hear. 
Thoughts are also controlled 
by experiences that we go 
t h rough  and  by  ou r  

env i ronment .  I f  you  
associate with people that 
are fearful, the Bible says in 
Proverbs 13:20, He that 
walketh with wise men 
shall be wise: but a 
companion of fools shall 
be destroyed. If you have 
close companions or friends 
who are constantly talking 
fearful thoughts and whose 
lives are governed and 
controlled by fear, most 
likely their reasoning will 
affect you.
The unfortunate reality 

about our country Nigeria 
today is that there is so 
much terror of banditry and 
terrorism going around in all 
kinds of forms seemingly 
unbridled but the promise of 
the scripture is that God is 
able to take care of you in 
the midst of all of these 
things. Psalm 91 gives us 
that promise. It tells us in 
categorical terms that God 
will be with us in trouble; He 
said that He will keep us in 
the midst of trouble. While 
we are praying for change in 
our country and for change 
in issues in your life you 
must understand that in the 
middle of that crisis God is 
able to take care of you.
So thoughts are not just 

random but they have origin 
and if you understand how 
thoughts are controlled and 
governed, you can be an 

active participator in your life 
to see to it that only The right 
kind of thoughts remain in 
your mind.
 So again, it is very important 

to understand that you cannot 
resist the devil without 
resisting fear and you cannot 
resist fear without resisting 
fear-filled thoughts. The Bible 
instructs us on this matter and 
you know that if God asked 
you to do something that He 
has not empowered you to do, 
He will be an unjust God. God 
is a just God and He is not 
asking you to do anything that 
He has not given you the 
capacity and grace to do.
You must come against 

thoughts of fear in your mind. 
Anytime a thought of fear is 
introduced into your mind that 
produces fear in you, know 
that it is not of God but of the 
devil because 2 Timothy 1:7 
says, For God hath not 
given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind. 
What you are to do when 

such thoughts come is to say 
no, I resist that thought of fear 
in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. You must refuse to 
allow thoughts of fear to 
control your live because to 
the extent that they do, is the 
extent to which Satan has 
access to the affairs of your 
life. You must learn to say, 
fear, I resist you in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Praise 
the Lord.

Fear not, trust God (14)

To be continued…

“

“

“Fear creates physical reaction in people; the saliva dries, the 

bodies begin to shake, the knees sometimes lose strength 

and begin to shake and quake, people begin to do crazy and 

dumb things reacting from the spirit of fear. We said in 

previous broadcasts that when the spirit of fear is in 

operation, when it has taken over an individual, it is almost 

like insanity. People begin to do things they would not have 

done in their normal minds. Initiative is lost; it is paralyzed or 

stifled” 

You have authority 

as a free moral agent, 

especially if you are 

born again, you have 

the authority in the 

name of Jesus, to cast 

d o w n  w r o n g  

thoughts. You can 

refuse by a simple act 

of your will making a 

decision to refuse 

thoughts that create 

fear to remain in your 

mind; use the name of 

Jesus against them.
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INCE Russia invaded 
Ukraine on 24 February, 
many German politicians S

have publicly admitted they got 
Vladimir Putin wrong. Even 
German President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier has apologised, 
saying it was a mistake to use 
trade and energy to build bridges 
with Moscow.

"It's a bitter acknowledgement 
that for 30 years we emphasised 
dialogue and co-operation with 
Russia," says Nils Schmid, 
foreign affairs spokesperson for 
Mr Steinmeier's party, the 
centre-left Social Democrats 
(SPD). "Now we have to 
recognise this has not worked. 
That's why we have entered a 
new era for European security."

That new era was dubbed 
"Zeitenwende" - l i teral ly 
meaning a turning point - by 
Germany's SPD Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz in a now-famous speech 
in the German parliament a few 
days after the invasion. 

It means scrapping rules about 
weapons exports, a huge boost 
in defence spending and an end 
to Russian energy imports. A 
Russian gas pipeline to Germany 
called Nord Stream 2 has already 
been suspended.

"For the foreseeable future, co-
operation with Russia will not 
occur. It will be more about 
containment and deterrence 
and, if needed, defence against 
Russia," Mr Schmid tells me.

Unexpectedly hawkish words 
for a party that until seven 
weeks ago believed Germany's 
historical guilt and moral duty to 
make up for Nazi crimes meant 
peace with Russia at all costs. 

But in Berlin, the war in Ukraine 
feels very close. The images of 
shelled Ukrainian buildings look 
like German cities in World War 
Two. And the third-of-a-million 
refugees, mostly women and 
children, arriving at German 
train stations remind many here 
of their parents or grandparents 
as children fleeing Russian 
soldiers in 1945.

Until the invasion mainstream 
opinion was that German 
reunification was thanks to 

dialogue with Moscow by another 
SPD chancellor, Willy Brandt. But 
now the debate has shifted, with 
reminders that Mr Brandt's 
diplomacy was backed up by 
strong deterrence, including a 
West German defence budget of 
3% of GDP. 

The issue of German historical 
war guilt has also become more 
nuanced. Before the invasion the 
government argued against 
weapon deliveries to Ukraine 
because of Nazi crimes against 
Russia.

"Under Putin, official Russian 
policy tried to monopolise the 
memory of the Second World 
War for the bilateral German-
Russian relationship," explains 
Mr Schmid. This blinded parts of 
German society to the suffering 
of Ukrainians during the war, he 
adds.

Now there is a greater 
awareness of Ukraine's traumas 
under the Nazis.

Berlin's rhetoric has shifted 
dramatically. But some ask 
whether actions are following 
fast enough. Certainly warm 

words of support are not enough 
f o r  Uk ra i n e ' s  P r e s i d en t  
Volodymyr Zelensky. He has 
criticised Germany's continued 
reliance on Russian oil and gas. 

In a BBC interview last week, 
Mr Zelensky called payments for 
Russian energy "blood money". 
And a planned visit to Kyiv by 
President Steinmeier was 
cancelled at the last minute. 

There are conflicting reports 
about what happened: some 
Ukrainian officials say Mr 
Steinmeier was not "disinvited". 
But certainly German politicians 
and commentators interpret the 
failed visit as a sign of Ukraine's 
d i s t rus t  i n  the  German 
president, who as foreign 
minister under Angela Merkel 
spent years trying to achieve 
peace by engaging with Russia. 

At the Brandenburg Gate - a 
symbol of another "Wende", the 
word used in German for the 
process of German reunification 
- I meet Claudia Major, defence 
specialist at SWP, the German 
Institute for International and 
Security Affairs. 

"Our partners look at us, and 
say: OK, you do a Zeitenwende 
but what are you practically 
doing?" she says. "On sanctions 
we are timid and on weapons 
delivery, we are reluctant. So, 
rightly, they wonder what that 
Zeitenwende is about, and given 
that Germany is a big economic, 
military, political power in the 
middle of Europe, whatever we 
do makes a difference, in good 
ways and bad."

Germany has committed to 
sanctioning Russian energy 
imports, but wants a gradual 
phase-out, rather than an 
i n s t a n t  e m b a r g o .  T h e  
government argues this would 
tip Germany into recession and 
cost hundreds of thousands of 
jobs. 

"This is a dilemma that 
Germany has created itself," 
argues political scientist Liana 
Fix, head of the Körber 
Foundation. "That's obviously 
difficult to accept for other 
countries, who are willing to go 
ahead with an embargo and have 
done their homework on energy 
diversification." 

German President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier said he was 
told he was not welcome in 
Ukraine due to his close ties with 
Russia

Ironically, it's a Green Party 
politician, Economy Minister 
Robert Habeck, from a party that 
for years has been calling for 
energy independence from 
Russia, who is having to solve 
this dilemma. 

On military support for Ukraine, 
Berlin says it is prepared to send 
whatever weapons Kyiv needs. 
But there are allegations that 
some ministries are getting tied 
up in bureaucracy. Here, too, it is 
a Green politician, Foreign 
Minister Annalena Baerbock, 
who is pushing the governing 
coalition to go faster. She has 
called for heavy weaponry, such 

as tanks or fighter jets, for 
Ukraine. 

The chancellor, meanwhile, 
appears to dodge the question 
when asked - possibly nervous of 
losing his party's support. 

Olaf Scholz has to keep his 
party onside, govern in a three-
way coalition and overturn 
Germany's guilt-laden pacifist 
identity overnight. 

But even his allies say the 
chancellor should at least 
communicate better what's 
going on. One speech in 
parliament and a few TV chat 
shows are not enough, says 
Claudia Major. 

Meanwhile, it feels like many 
individual Germans are going 
through their own Zeitenwende. 
Ariane Bemmer, a columnist for 
the Tagesspiegel newspaper, has 
written about reassessing her 
own feelings towards Russia. "I 
definitely got it wrong, it's like 
losing a friend," she tells me.

Like many in the former West 
Germany in the 1980s, she was 
wary of US-style cutthroat 
capitalism. She bought a book 
called Ami Go Home - she never 
read it, but felt it would look good 
on her bookshelf - and was 
intrigued by the reforms in 
Russia.

"In America you had Ronald 
Reagan as a president, which 
was a shock for us. We thought: 
what will he do, this crazy actor 
with his cowboy boots? Will he 
set the world on fire? Russia was 
a place where all the good 
changes were, perestroika, 
freedom, wind of change," she 
says.

Few in Germany think that now. 
In one recent poll, 55% of 
Germans said Berlin should send 
heavy weapons, such as tanks 
and fighter jets, to Ukraine to 
fight against Russia.

For Ariane, and many other 
Ge rmans ,  any  l i nge r i ng  
Ru s s o p h i l e  r o m a n t i c i s m  
vanished for good the day Putin's 
tanks rolled over Ukraine's 
border.

Source: BBC

Ukraine: Germany's conundrum over its ties with Russia
A protest in Bonn, Germany: The German government has previously argued against weapons deliveries to Ukraine. Repenting 
historical wrongs is a national pastime in Germany. But even by German standards, the soul-searching over Berlin's Russia 
policy is remarkable.DAMIEN MCGUINNESS writes.

 Steinmeier Putin
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UNISIAN police have 
a r r e s t ed  f o rmer  TP r i m e  M i n i s t e r  

Hamadi Jebali, a former 
senior member of the 
Ennahdha  pa r t y,  o n  
s u s p i c i o n  o f  m o n e y  
laundering, his lawyer told 
Reuters.

Police in the city of Sousse 
seized the phones of Jebali 
and his wife, and then took 
him to an unknown location 
on Thursday, according to a 
statement by his family on 
Facebook.t

Jebali's arrest raises 
opposition concerns over 
the human rights situation 
in Tunisia since President 
Ka is  Sa ied d isso lved 
parliament last July, in a 
move his opponents called a 
coup.

The interior ministry 
declined to comment on 
Jebali's arrest. The ministry 
called a press conference 
for Friday, without giving 
any details.

Jebali's defence team 
have said they have been 
able to meet with him at the 
detention centre where he 
is being held.

“Jebali told us he will not 
answer the investigators' 
questions and he entered 
into a hunger strike as the 
issue has a pol i t ical  
motivation and nothing to 
do with money laundering,” 
Jebali's lawyer Mokhtar 
Jemai said.

E n n a h d h a ,  w h i c h  
describes itself as a Muslim 
Democrat  party,  was 
previously the biggest party 
in Tunisia's parliament.

At the time, Saied said the 
m o v e  t o  s u s p e n d  
parl iament and seize 
executive powers was 
temporary and was needed 
to save Tunisia from what 
he saw as a corrupt, self-
serving elite.

“ T h e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  
personally responsible for 
Jebal i 's  physica l  and 
psychological well-being,” 
Jebali's family said in the 
Facebook post, and called 
on civil society and human 
rights organisations “to 
stand up against these 
repressive practices”.

Jebali was prime minister 
in 2012 and resigned in 
2013 following a political 
crisis.

Earlier this year, police 
arrested Noureddine Bhiri, 

the vice president of 
Ennahdha, and detained 
him for more than two 
months before releasing 
him without any charges 
being brought.

Saied's rule
Saied's opponents say he 

is waging a campaign 
through the police and the 
judiciary to target his 
opponents, a charge he 
denies.

Since his seizure of 
executive powers he has set 
as ide  Tun is ia ' s  2014 
constitution, and rules by 
decree.

His moves initially won a 
large amount of public 
support, after years of 
frustration with Tunisia's 
political elite, but public 
anger is growing amid high 
i n f l a t i o n  a n d  
u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  a n d  
declining public services.

Saied is now planning a 
referendum on July 25, 
where Tunisians will vote on 
a new constitution, a vote 
the opposition has said they 
will boycott. The Tunisian 

parliament will remain 
suspended until a vote is 
held for a replacement 
assembly on December 17, 
2022.

O n  J u n e  1 ,  S a i e d  
dismissed 57 judges, 
accusing them of corruption 
and protecting “terrorists” – 
charges the Tunis ian 
Judges' Association (TJA) 
sa id  were  po l i t i ca l l y  
motivated. In response the 
TJA launched a national 
strike, which has now been 
extended for its third week.

I n  Feb rua r y,  Sa i ed  
dissolved the Supreme 
Judicial Council, which had 
acted as the main guarantor 
of judicial independence 
s ince  Tun i s i a ' s  2011  
revolution, which overthrew 
former President Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali.

Sa ied has sa id  the 
decisions were needed to 
cleanse the judiciary of 
rampant corruption and that 
he does not aim to control 
the judiciary.

Source: Al Jazeera and 
news agencies

Tunisian ex-PM Jebali arrested

HE United States Senate Th a s  a p p r o v e d  a  
bipartisan package of modest 
gun safety measures as the 
country's Supreme Court 
broadly expanded gun rights 
by ruling that Americans 
have a constitutional right to 
carry handguns in public for 
self-defence.

The Senate's action on 
Thursday and the Supreme 
Court ruling, which was 
pushed through by its 
conservat ive  major i ty,  
illustrate the deep divide over 
firearms in the US, weeks 
after mass shootings in 
Uvalde, Texas, and Buffalo, 
New York, killed more than 30 
people, including 19 children.

The Senate bill, approved in 
a 65-33 vote, is the first 
significant gun control 
legislation to pass in three 
decades, in a country with 
the highest gun ownership 
per capita in the world and 
the highest number of mass 
shootings annually among 
wealthy nations.

The bill, which supporters 
say will save lives, is modest. 
Its most important restraint 
on gun ownership would 
tighten background checks 
for would-be gun purchasers 
convicted of  domest ic  
violence or significant crimes 
as juveniles.

Republicans refused to 
c omprom i se  on  mo re  
sweep ing  gun cont ro l  
measures favoured by 
Democrats, including Biden, 
such as a ban on assault-style 
r i f les or high-capacity 
magazines.

“This is not a cure-all for the 
ways gun violence affects our 
nation, but it is a long-
overdue step in the right 
d i rec t ion,”  Democrat i c  
Senate Majority Leader 

Chuck Schumer said on the 
floor ahead of the vote.

Democratic House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi applauded the 
bill's passage and said in a 
statement that it would 
advance in the House on 
Friday, with a vote coming as 
soon as possible. House 
Republicans had instructed 
their members to vote 
against the bill, although 
s ince the chamber is  
controlled by Democrats their 
support was not needed for 
the bill's passage. Biden will 
sign the bill into law.

The day proved bittersweet 
for advocates of curtailing 
gun violence. Underscoring 
the enduring potency of 
conservative cIout, the right-
leaning Supreme Court 
struck down New York state's 
limits on carrying concealed 
handguns outside the home.

The court found that the 
law, enacted in 1913, 
violated a person's right to 
“keep and bear arms” under 
the US Constitution's Second 
Amendment.

Democrats warned that the 
Supreme Court ruling on 
Thursday could have dire 

consequences for gun safety 
nationwide.

“The Supreme Court got the 
ruling wrong,” Senator Chris 
Murphy, the lead Democratic 
negotiator on the gun safety 
legislation, said in an 
interview.

“I'm deeply worried about 
the court's willingness to take 
away from elected bodies the 
abi l i ty  to protect  our 
constituents and that has real 
grave implications for the 
safety of our country,” said 
Murphy, whose home state of 
Connecticut saw 26 people 
killed in a 2012 shooting at an 
elementary school.

Conservatives defend a 

broad reading of the Second 

Amendment, which they say 

limits most new restrictions 

on gun purchases.
Mitch McConnell, the Senate 

minority leader, however, 

hailed the justices' decision 

and Senate passage of the 

gun bill as “complementary 

victories that will make our 

country freer and safer at the 

same time”.
In a nod to the Second 

Amendment right to bear 

arms that drives many 

c o n s e r v a t i v e  v o t e r s ,  

McConnell said. 
He added, “It does not so 

much as touch the rights of 

the overwhelming majority of 

American gun owners, who 

are law-abiding citizens of 

sound mind.”
The Senate's 80-page 

Bipartisan Safer Communities 

Act would encourage states to 

keep guns out of the hands of 

t h o s e  d e e m e d  t o  b e  

dangerous and t ighten 

background checks for would-

be gun buyers convicted of 

d omes t i c  v i o l e n c e  o r  

s i g n i f i c an t  c r imes  a s  

juveniles.
The bill provides funding to 

help states adopt “red flag” 

laws to keep firearms out of 

the hands of those deemed a 

danger to themselves or 

others. It would also fund 

alternative intervention 

measures in states where red 

flag laws are opposed and 

provide for enhanced school 

security.
It closes the “boyfriend 

loophole” by denying gun 

purchases to those convicted 

of abusing intimate partners 

in dating relationships, 

although if they have no 

fur ther  conv ic t ions  or  

penalties they will be allowed 

to buy again.

US Senate passes bipartisan
gun safety bill

Jebali 
People cross the Brooklyn Bridge as they attend 'March for Our Lives',
one of a series of nationwide protests against gun violence

Clashes in Ecuador continue despite small concession
OLICE in Ecuador's 
capital, Quito, have P

used tear gas to disperse 
Indigenous protesters who 
tried to storm the National 
Assembly on the 11th day of 
crippling demonstrations 
over rising fuel prices and 
living costs.

The confrontations on 
Thu r sday  c ame  a f t e r  
protesters won a concession 
f r o m  t h e  E c u a d o r a n  
government when President 
Guillermo Lasso, currently in 
isolation because of a COVID-

19 infection, granted them 
access to a cultural centre 
e m b l e m a t i c  o f  t h e  
Indigenous struggle but 
commandeered by police 
over the weekend.

However, later in the day, a 
g r o u p  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  
protesters, led by women, 
headed towards the National 
Assembly only to be pushed 
back by police as violent 
clashes broke out.

Police fired tear gas shells 
while protesters threw rocks 

and fireworks.
Leonidas Iza, a protest 

leader who heads the 
Indigenous group CONAIE 
and who had earlier hailed 
the government concession 
over the cultural centre as a 
“triumph for the struggle”, 
expressed concern over the 
clashes.

The protests, which started 
on June 13 amid anger over 
prices for fuel, food and other 
basics, have claimed the lives 
of three people and have 
seen the government impose 
a state of emergency on six of 
the country's 24 provinces.

An est imated 14,000 
protesters are taking part in 
the mass show of discontent, 
and some 10,000 of them are 
in Quito, which is under a 
night curfew.

The protesters' demands 
include a cut in already 
subsidised fuel prices which 
have risen sharply in recent 
months, as well as jobs, food 
price controls, and more 
p u b l i c  s p e n d i n g  o n  
healthcare and education.

F r a n c i s c o  J i m e n e z ,  

Ecuador ' s  min i s ter  o f  

government, announced the 

concession on the cultural 

centre earlier on Thursday, 

saying it was made “for the 

sake of dialogue and peace”.
In exchange, he asked for 

people and goods like food 

and medicines to be allowed 

to circulate freely, and called 

for a “stop to roadblocks, 

violent demonstrations, and 

attacks”.
Lasso's government says it 

is also complying with other 
requests of the protesters, 
i n c l u d i n g  s u b s i d i z e d  
fertilisers, forgiving bank 
debts ,  and increas ing 
budgets for health and 
education. But it has ruled 
out cutting fuel prices, saying 
this would cost the state an 
unaffordable $1bn per year.

The protests, which have 
involved the burning of tyres 
and tree branches by vocal 
marchers brandishing sticks, 
spears and makeshift shields, 
have paralysed the capital 
and severely harmed the 
economy with barricades of 
key roads.

The Alliance of Human 
Rights Organizations said a 
38-year-old man died on 
Wednesday in the southern 
town of Tarqui in clashes 
between protesters and 
police, which it accused of 
violent tactics.

Mendoza
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HETHER it's being 
g h o s t e d  b y  a  
Tinder match or W

losing out on that dream job, 
rejection is an inevitable part of 
life. It can be hard not to take 
being turned down personally, 
but there will usually be 
n u m e r o u s  f a c t o r s  a n d  
circumstances beyond our 
control that mean that the 
answer can't always be yes.
While spending a few days 

sulking can help, coping well 
with rejection is an important 
life skill that will set you up to 
b e t t e r  h a n d l e  f u t u r e  
disappointments. Honing an 
ability to pick yourself up and 
try again is crucial to achieving 
your goals. Next time that you 
get knocked back, remember 
this:That being rejected 
shows that you had the 
courage to put yourself 
forward
You 've been re jected?  

Congratulations! The fact that 
you have even been turned 
down in the first place shows 
that you were brave enough to 
put yourself forward for 
something that was difficult to 
achieve—and that doing so 
takes a tremendous amount of 
courage and self-belief.
When you get rejected, take 

some time to remember the 
challenges that you overcame 
by going for that job interview, 
asking for a pay rise, or putting 
yourself out there on a dating 
app. Striving for what you 
wanted is still a success, 
regardless of whether or not it 
ultimately leads to rejection. 
That rejection happens to 
everyone
Even the seemingly most 

successful among us will have 
struggled with rejection at 
some stage. Don't believe me? 
Check out this list of celebrities 
who were rejected by other 
celebs, or this one of famous 
people who failed before they 
succeeded. 

That some factors that 
lead to rejection are out of 
our control
Perhaps you spent hours on 

that job application. Maybe you 
thought that things were going 
really, really well with that 
person that you were dating. 
You might have been convinced 
that that presentation to land 
an important new client was 
perfect.
Your performance, skills, and 

personal attributes will only 
ever be part of the story. There 
could simply have been 
someone else who was better 
suited to that job opening. That 

person you were seeing just 
might not have had the space in 
their life for a relationship right 
now. The other client could 
have offered a cheaper rate 
that your company couldn't 
beat. Instead of internalizing 
rejection, remember that many 
of the factors that contributed 
to it were likely unknowable 
and out of your control. Why 
you had the opportunity in 
the first place
The more that we strive for 

difficult-to-achieve things, the 
more we open ourselves up to 
rejection. Try and view this 
setback as evidence that you 
are pushing your limits and 
coming closer to the things that 
you want to achieve.
Focus on the small successes 

that you experienced on the 
way to rejection—perhaps you 
can celebrate that you landed 
an audition in the first place, or 
that you had opened yourself 
up to getting to know someone 
new. Take stock of the 
s t r e n g t h s  t h a t  y o u  
demonstrated rather than the 
reasons for the rejection, and 
w o r k  o n  r e f i n i n g  a n d  
showcasing them the next time 
that you get a new opportunity.

 What you can learn from 
the experience
Although it might take time to 

be able to view a rejection as a 
learning opportunity, it can be 

valuable to attempt to 
understand the reasons why 
you were turned down. For 
career rejections, you should 
ask for feedback so that you're 
prepared when another  
opportunity presents itself. 
Meet with the decision-maker 
to ask them areas that you 

performed well in, and what 
ultimately motivated their 
choice.
Romantic rejections can also 

be a chance to learn about 
yourself and what you want 
from a relationship. Is it losing 
the chance to be with that 
person that hurts, or the 

rejection itself that is painful? 
Would you change anything 
about the situation given the 
chance, or did the rejection 
come from being true to 
yourself and what you want in a 
partner? Try journaling your 
thoughts or discussing them 
with a friend or therapist to 
learn about your own emotions 
when it comes to rejection, and 
how you can be better placed to 
deal with it in future.

What you still have to offer
Rejection can be a blow to 

self-esteem and confidence. 
Avoid becoming too caught up 
in negative emotions by 
focusing on what you have to 
offer. Make a list of all of the 
best things about you and the 
reasons why you were hopeful 
for success in the first place. 
Revisit this every time that you 
doubt yourself or fear rejection 
as a reminder that you deserve 
a shot.

 That fearing rejection will 
hold you back
A fear of rejection can easily 

become what stops us from 
asking out someone we really 
like, applying for a dream job or 
internship, or attempting to 
achieve our goals. That 
emotion that you're feeling 
right now? Really feel it. Get 
comfortable with it. Remember 
that it isn't the worst feeling in 
the world. Learning to be OK 
with rejection will set you up for 
success in the future. There will 
be a time when the answer is 
yes. Make sure that you're 
ready when it comes.

Things women should know about rejection 
By KATIE BISHOP
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HYNESS  i s  o f t en  
m i s u n d e r s t o o d  
because it is not one S

emotion, but a mixture of fear, 
tension, apprehension and/or 
embarrassment. Shy children 
seem to lack confidence and are 
self-conscious especially in new 
surroundings or when they are 
the center of attention. 
Changes in the environment 
and school pressures are also 
factors that affect a child's 
demeanor. Symptoms of 
shyness may include gaze 
aversion, a soft tone of voice, 
and/or hesitant or trembling 
speech. 
It is noteworthy that shyness 

is not necessarily a negative 
attribute. Many shy children 
exhibit an ability to please and 
think for themselves. Being 
reserved can also be a worthy 
personality trait. It is when 
shyness is  severe that  
e du c a t o r s  n e ed  t o  b e  
c o n c e r n e d .  
 Heredity, culture, and 
environment can each play a 
role in a child's shyness. If a 
child's family tends to be aloof 
and sequestered, there is a 
likelihood that the child will be 
somewhat  inh ib i ted.  In  
addition, if the adults in a 
child's life constantly call 
attention to what others think 
of the child or allow him or her 
little autonomy, shyness may 
result. 
The problem with a child being 

extremely shy is that he or she 

may be perceived by peers as 
unfriendly and disinterested. 
Children may avoid playing 

with a shy chi ld,  thus 
hampering his or her social 
development and increasing 
the chances of a child having 
low self-esteem. With few 
friendship or communication 
skills, shy children may become 
lonely and depressed, which 

can interfere with reaching 
their full potential. Educators 
can assist children, whose 
shyness interferes with their 
soc ia l  development and 
learning, by helping them 
relate comfortably with others. 
If no assistance is provided, 
s h y n e s s  m a y  w o r s e n .  
It should be noted that the 
process of socialization takes 

time. In order to feel safe, shy 
children often stand back and 
watch an activity. They begin 
the socialization process by 
observing and listening to the 
interactions of others. When 
they feel comfortable they 
move closer. Later, they may 
speak to a teacher or peer, and 
after time begin to relate to 
o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .  
What can educators do to 
facilitate the development 
of a shy child's social skills?
 Create a caring relationship 

with the child by attempting to 
understand his or her thoughts, 
fears and other emotions. 
Reassure the child that all 
children feel inhibited at times. 
 2. Since a shy student may 
become more self-conscious 
when confronted with a loud 
voice, speak softly and clearly. 
Be prepared to wait patiently 
for a reply to a question 
because the child may need 
t i m e  t o  r e s p o n d .   
  Be accepting of a shy child's 
reticence to participate. Allow 
the child time to adjust to a 
situation. This will increase his 
or her sense of security and 
s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e .  
  Refrain from forcing a child to 
participate in group activities. 
I n s t e a d ,  p r o v i d e  
nonthreatening ways for the 
child to interact with peers. 
Sometimes pairing a quiet child 
with an extroverted child can 
produce a positive learning 
experience for both students. 
 Notice and comment on a 
child's strengths including 

qualities such as kindness and 
athletic or academic ability. If 
you feel the attention will 
embarrass the child make the 
comp l iment  in  p r i va te .  
6. Help the child see that 
everyone makes mistakes and 
that no one is perfect. 
Encourage him or her to keep 
trying by emphasizing that 
making an effort is what you 
c o n s i d e r  i m p o r t a n t .  
 If you label a child as "shy," 
your description may become a 
permanent characteristic of the 
child. Instead, say something 
like, "Everyone is different. 
Melissa is a thinker. She 
watches and learns about 
what's happening before 
participating." 
Teach specific social skills 

through var ious  means 
including role playing, and/or 
using dolls or puppets. Have 
the children practice: 
�Holding their heads up, 

smiling and making eye contact 
when they are speaking. Say, 
"If you look at me while you are 
talking, I will be able to hear 
what you have to say." 
�Greeting a peer with 

enthusiasm. For example, have 
the children say things like, "Hi, 
my name is Tommy! What's 
your name?" 
�Beginning a conversation by 

saying, "What school did you go 
to last year?" or "What do you 
like to play?" 
�Listening, smiling, and 

enjoying social interactions. 
Have them smile and say things 
such as, "It's fun to play this 
game with you!" 
�Making simple conversation 

about school work, sports, or 
television shows. Comments 
the children may make are: "I 
like reading too." "What sport 
do you like?" or "What's your 
favorite TV show?" 
�Being good listeners and not 

interrupting. 
Meet with the parent or 

guardian. Ask the parent to 
reinforce the social skills listed 
above. Encourage the parent to 
help the child do things for him 
or herself. Brainstorm ways to 
i n c r ea se  pos i t i ve  pee r  
interactions for the child so that 
he or she can become more 
outgoing and independent. 
Stress that the parent should 
not label their child "shy" or call 
the shyness a "problem." 
Instead, have the parent call 
the child a "thinker." Help the 
parent recognize that every 
child is different and that it's 
okay for a child to take time 
b e f o r e  r e s p o n d i n g  o r  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  
If the above measures are 
unsuccessful and extreme 
shyness and/or anxiety persist, 
refer the child for additional 
professional help.

The shy child
By LEAH DAVIES
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UST like mother's, father's 
have a key role to play in Jtheir families and the lives of 

their children. 
A popular saying says "A dad is the 

anchor upon which his children 
stand". This year's father's day on 
June 19, 2022 was widely 
celebrated across religious and 
social circles, the social media was 
also awash with posts by users on 
how they love their dads; and those 
who had lost theirs gave post 
humus eulogies. Other people 
celebrated their mentors, guardians 
and men who played key fatherly 
roles in their lives.  

Special Church services was held 
to mark the day and celebrate 
fathers for playing a role in the 
development of their families. Many 
people celebrated the day by 
recol lecting their chi ldhood 
memories with their father's and 
some gave them gifts to make their 
father's happy. 

Father's day was mainly to honour 
goodhearted and strict paternal 
figures, by celebrating fatherhood, 
and the influence of father's in the 
society.

Father is descr ibed as a 
glamorised figure in almost every 
religion and culture and this is 
because of the important role he 
plays in nurturing and growth of a 
child.  

In his message on father's day 
2022, Pope Francis who centred his 
message on teaching children well, 
and always being by their side 
urged all dads in the world to stick 
by their children's side, teaching 
them, guiding them and loving 
them.

“I ask that you have the grace to 
be very close to your children, 
letting them grow, but being by 
their side. They need you, your 
presence, to be there, your love!” 
the pope told fathers present in St. 
Peter's Square on June 19th.

In his main audience address, the 

The role of a father in the family

pope gave his heartfelt greetings to 
all fathers in the square, asking 
them to show who they were by 
raising their hands. “Oh, how many 
dads!” he said. “Best wishes! All the 
best on your day!"

According to Gabrielle Applebury, 
the role of a father in the family is 
incredibly important to their child 
or children's psychological and 
physical wellbeing. She said when 
a child has a healthy relationship 
with a father figure, they tend to 
grow up to have higher levels of 
psychological health, as well as 
better quality relationships.

"Father figures can play many 
roles within the family system. 
There is no one type of family 
where the child enjoys the 
h e a l t h i e s t  f a t h e r - c h i l d  
relat ionship" she said but 

according to her, Father figures 
may not be related at all to the child 
or children they care for, may be a 
step-parent, may have adopted a 
child or children. And regardless of 
what the family looks like, the most 
important factor is the quality of 
the parent-child relationship.

Applebury however in her piece 
says the roles of Fathers in Families 
Today are so important to building 
a good family and parent child 
relationship. 

"Fathers today may be expected 
to parent and assist with household 
chores equally with their partners. 
In a study of married men and 
women who had just had their first 
child, results illustrated that a good 
partnership, as well as an effort to 
reduce their wife's stress, led to 
overall decreased aggravation for 
both partners, even when their 
baby was fussy" She said.

"Within the family, fathers can 
take on multiple roles which may 
include financial contributors, 
supportive partners, loving 
parents,

stay at home parents, healthy co-
parents, even after a breakup or 
divorce".

"Why having a father is important 
is because a father figure can 
significantly influence the life and 
wellbeing of their child. In families 
where the father figure is present, 
the father serves as one of the first 
male role models and male 
relationships the child will 
encounter. Children are extremely 
sensitive and observant beings and 
internalize relational experiences. 
These early interactions with their 
father serve as a blueprint for what 
a relationship with a man looks like 
and impacts both the father-son 
relationship, and the father-
daughter relationship. This means 
that unhealthy relationships with a 
father figure can significantly 
impact not only the child's 
psychological wellbeing, but their 
unconscious relational choices as 
they become adults".

"If a child has a healthy 
relationship with their father, they 
tend to have higher levels of self-

esteem, confidence, and more 
stable relationships with men in 
general. If a child has an unhealthy 
relationship with their father, they 
m a y  e x p e r i e n c e  m o r e  
psychological distress and struggle 
with forming healthy relationships 
with men as they become adults.

Keep in mind that it is very 
difficult to alter the internalized 

relational blueprint that forms 
when children are quite young. 
While it is possible, it often takes 
high levels of insight, as well as 
significant psychotherapeutic 
intervention to shift these deep 
rooted, and often unconscious 
mental pathways".

"In terms of healthy parenting, 
responsibilities of the father may 
include modeling healthy relational 
behavior with the other caregiver 
(if applicable), and other adults, 
being kind, nurturing, and 
genuinely connecting with your 
ch i ld  without d istract ions,  
expressing love in healthy ways, 
taking good care of yourself both 
physically and mentally and 
modeling appropriate behavior 
when help is needed, being 
understanding and forgiving, 
o f f e r i n g  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  
compass ion,  teach ing and 
modeling healthy communication 
skills among others". 

The father figure plays a 
significant role in affecting the 
mental and physical health of their 
child or children. Regardless of how 
the father figure is connected to the 
child, the most important aspect of 
the parent-child relationship is the 
quality of it, and not whether the 
child and father are blood 
relatives", said Applebury and as 
such playing a fatherly role in the 
life of his family remains the best 
assets to give.



SUNDAY STANDARD, June 26, 2022Page 22

Living

LOWERS are great, 
aren't they? They Fmake a fabulous gift, 

are natural and beautiful and 
make people smile. However, 
there's a lot more these 
marvels of nature can do for 
you and your home. Take a 
look at why you should have 
fresh flowers at home and see 
if you can take advantage of 
any of these amazing 
benefits.
It is now both intuitive and 

scientifically proven that 
i n c o r p o ra t i n g  n a t u ra l  
elements, such as flowers, 
into interior design improves 
well-being."
Flowers purify the air
Flowers, of course, boost 

the smell of a room, but did 

you  know  tha t  some  

 can also filter 

and clean the air in the room?
They can assist to eliminate 

harmful toxins from the air 

and can even improve night's 

sleep by emitting significant 

amounts of oxygen. So they 

not only look good, but they 

also help to clean the air! 

Furthermore, the flowers that 

people commonly choose for 

their perfumes, such as 

roses, helps to improve 

people's moods and maintain 

a peaceful atmosphere due to 

flowering plants

their aroma & therapeutic 

qualities.
Y o u ' l l  f e e l  m o r e  

connected to nature
There  a re  numerous  

advantages to bringing a 

sense of the outdoors inside 

your house. People are more 

inspired than ever before by 

nature and how flowers and 

plants can bring them closer 

to nature, improve their 

environment, and create a 

natural ambiance.
Bring large potted flowers 

into your living room or use 

hanging baskets. You'll 

benefit from the fresh, 

filtered air they create, as 

well as the mental health 

advantages of being outside.
Keeping huge plants in your 

h o m e ,  c a n  g i v e  t h e  

impression of greater space. 

H a v i n g  a  n a t u r a l  

environment in your home 

can make you feel like you 

have more space and feel 

more connected to nature, 

which is established health-

promoting environmental 

exposure.
Add a feeling of purpose 

to your space
A bouquet of fresh flowers 

completes any room and can 

even make the place appear 

prepared for a showing. 

Choose your indoor flowers 

carefully to achieve the 

des ired aesthet ic .  For 

example you like the soft 

petals and nearly translucent 

colors of peonies for their 

capacity to calm down a 

crowded décor environment 

and connect competing 

pieces together.
Improve your mood
When you're surrounded by 

beauty, it's difficult to have a 

bad day. Flowers help our 

mental health by eliciting 

good emotions and even 

positive social behavior.
Even decorating a fresh 

bouquet, make people feel 

more compassion for others, 

experience less stress and 

anxiety, and develop less 

sensations of depression.
They strengthen your 

bonds
Being around flowers boosts 

people's sympathy for others 
and makes them more eager 
to provide a helping hand to 
those in need.
It's amazing how much a 

simple bouquet of flowers can 
affect us and our well-being. 
Displaying some stunning 
bouquets at home has 
numerous advantages, so the 
next time you feel like buying 
some flowers for yourself, do 
not hesitate! Remember to 
take good care of them if you 
want them to last a long time.

Amazing benefits of having flowers at home



HILE electric vehicles 
could help to make the Wtransition away from 

fossil fuels much faster, the changes 
needed to reduce emissions and 
avoid some of the absolute worst 
effects of the climate emergency 
require changes that are more far 
reaching.

A report from the Institute for 
Transportation Development Policy 
(ITDP) and the University of 
California, Davis (UC Davis) says 
that electric cars on their own won't 
save us – the only way we can keep 
under 1.5 degrees Celsius of 
warming is a combination of 
electrification and increased urban 
density. Researchers say electric 
vehicles need to be combined with a 
much greater effort to make cities 
bikeable and walkable to curb 
climate emissions.

And the vehicles themselves do not 
come without challenges. While no 
greenhouse gas emissions come 
directly from electric vehicles, they 
run on electricity that is still mostly 
produced from fossil fuels. Energy is 
also used in the mining of minerals 
that the batteries rely on, such as 
l ithium and cobalt, and to 
manufacture the vehicles. Not to 
mention the large amounts of 
energy needed to ship vehicles from 
manufacturers to global markets. 
Human rights groups have also 
called attention to abuses in the 
supply chain for these minerals such 
as child labourers working in 
hazardous conditions in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

Producing and burning fossil fuels 
creates air pollution that harms our 
health and generates toxic 
emissions that drive climate change.

While Nigeria is Africa's largest 
crude oil producer, a lack of refining 
capacity means that the country 
often experiences fuel supply 
problems. This means that despite 
being a major producer of crude oil, 
Nigeria is heavily reliant on fuel 
imports.

But we are fast running out of time 
to slash carbon emissions and limit 
the worst effects of the climate 
crisis, and this means that moving 
away from fossil fuels is both a 
challenge and an opportunity. To 
keep the rise in global temperature 
to below 1.5°C this century, we must 
halve annual greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2030, a target that 
scientists say is already out of reach. 
This means that exposure to air 
pollution beyond safe guidelines will 
increase by 50 percent within the 
decade and plastic waste flowing 
into aquatic ecosystems will nearly 
triple by 2040.

Nigerian entrepreneur Olukokun 
Tolulope cares as much about the 
bottom-line as he does about social 
inclusion. He is the founder and CEO 
of  Th inkE lectr ic  Af r ica,  an 
organization with a mission to 
accelerate Africa's transition to 
renewable energy and sustainable 
transport.

He also runs Thinkbikes – a 
micromobility company that is 
manufacturing two and three-
wheelers locally for last-mile 
transportation of goods and people. 
The bike sharing service operates in 
higher education institutions, 
estates and factories in Nigeria 
through the use of a mobile app and 
is driven by a passion to empower 

the young people in his country.
Tolulope is the fourth child in a 

family of five from Kajola, Oyo State in 
the south west region of Nigeria. He 
proceeded to school in that area and 
majored in mechanical engineering, 
earning a master's degree in the field. 
He's always been a business person at 
heart who had been running an ICT 
firm before he graduated. “I was 
teaching people and building software 
for a variety of clients, both 
government and commercial. During 
my academic years, I had a lot of fun 
registering two or three businesses.”

But how did Tolulope make the 
transition from building software to 
electric vehicles?

On January 1, 2012, Nigerian former 
president, Goodluck Jonathan 
announced the removal of the 
government fuel subsidy. This meant 
a hike in the price of petrol. Most 
Nigerians saw only the negative 
impact the changes had on their daily 
lives, leading to a serious backlash 
against the government and mass 
protests under the banner of “Occupy 
Nigeria” across major cities. But the 
move prompted Tolulope to consider 
how he could get to his office without 
using fuel. Turning necessity into 
opportunity, he decided he wanted to 
launch an electric vehicle company.

In the midst of researching and 
following that desire, he decided to 
study computer science. “I was 
interested because I was already in 
ICT, developing software and studying 
mechanical  engineer ing, and 
computer science gives me a different 
perspective to how things work. I later 
found myself in mechatronics and 
engineering departments, and have 
been lecturing for the past 10 ten 
years.”

This however wasn't going to be an 
easy ride for him. Just after he had 
converted two vehicles from gasoline 
to electric power, he quickly realized 
that retrofitting autos is rather costly. 
“I was not going to have a reasonable 

business converting cars so I had to 
look at what else could make a good 
business case for mobility, and 
electric bicycles came up.”

Initially, he planned renting bikes 
to people who want to ride from one 
location to another. But then he 
realised that cargo bikes could bring 
in more money. This wasn't only 
great business, but a win for the 
climate too, because cargo bikes 
have been found to be faster and 
much cleaner than traditional vans in 
the  las t-mi le  log is t i cs  and 
distribution sectors.

“Now, the idea was to buy these 
cargo bikes. Bring them in, and start 
leasing them to small businesses. 
But the cost was too high, I couldn't 
afford it. That was when I challenged 
myself that after all, I'm a 
mechanical engineer, I should be 
able to manufacture bicycles.”

His bikes offer important co-
benefits such as reduced energy 
imports, green growth and local job 
creation in Nigeria. They also help 
reduce the health risks vehicles pose 
to women and children, who are 
more vulnerable to the impact of air 
pollution. And bike deliveries not 
only help reduce CO2 emissions, but 
also cut noise pollution.

“I didn't know much about climate 
change in 2012, but as I learned 
more about the situation, it became 
a mission,” Tolulope said. “I've got 
what it takes. I have the knowledge 
and expertise to help mitigate the 
effects of climate change.”

ThinkBikes has since received 
recognition in the form of several 
awards. In 2021, the company made 
it to the top 10 ClimateLaunchpad 
(CLP) global Grand Finals, the 
world's largest cleantech business 
idea competition. “We entered the 
competition from a national level to 
regional, then to the World Top 16,” 
he said. The award turned up the 
volume for Tolulope and his project 
and he put his own money behind it, 

and resigned from his job shortly 
after the competition.

In 2020, Tolulope became the 
African Under-40 Green Award 
Winner and was named the Global 
Youth Climate Network ambassador 
for 2021. In March 2022, the Savvy 
Fellows announced Tolulope as one 
of the four finalists who shared the 
U.S. $4,450 Savvy Prize 2022 for 
Impact-Driven Entrepreneurs. 
Savvy is a virtual fellowship 
programme for passionate and 
brilliant young professionals wanting 
to be part of the new generation of 
impact entrepreneurs. It recognizes 
and supports the efforts of 
innovators working to solve some of 
the world's most pressing problems 
through innovative and sustainable 
ways.

He currently operates the Think 
Electric Africa YouTube channel, 
where he shares skills related to 
clean tech and sustainable energy. “I 
teach them the skills they need in 
order to be sustainable, such as how 
to create a biogas digester and how 
to do things in a clean way, and quite 
a few people have been able to make 
things for themselves,” he said.

ThinkBikes' journey has been far 
from easy. This is the first time this 
has been done in Nigeria and was 
one of the first in Africa. So the 
company has made numerous 
mistakes along the way. “We don't 
have a standard to follow so we have 
to learn on the job. And we've gone 
to market several times,” said 
Tolulope.

Many leaders can pull off an 
incredible presentation, but they 
always give credit to the people who 
helped them to shine. So does 
Tolulope. He believes that team 
development is one of the most 
critical aspects of running a 
successful firm. “Building a team is 
the most difficult thing in any 
business and the right one, I think 
it's a continuous thing. So basically, 
people who are inefficient will drag 

you down one way or the other. I had 
issues with the people I started with. 
They couldn't see the clear cut 
vision. They eventually left.”

He doesn't blame them though, 
because new businesses take time 
to make money let alone profits, and 
compensation or benefits is the top 
reason employees leave their jobs at 
small businesses. “People run away 
quickly. So apart from money issues, 
some will not just buy into the idea. 
There's no specific rule for me in my 
books, on how to build a great team. 
You just have to keep the ones that 
you feel are good, motivate them, 
then be open minded. If they say 
they want to leave you, let them.”

Tolulope has gained a lot of 
knowledge thus far. Due to financial 
challenges, the company has had to 
adjust various aspects of its 
operations, including completely 
revamping some of its products. He 
is however thrilled by how people 
have responded to his service thus 
far and at the excitement over the 
fact that the bikes are produced 
locally. “I love when a lot of people 
are reaching out to us to say they 
need our product. That's exciting for 
us.”

The company seeks to expand 
beyond Nigeria in the near future 
and with global giants like Siemens 
backing them, doing so will be a bit 
easier.

Young entrepreneurs like Tolulope 
are the lifeblood of Nigeria's 
economy. They boost the local 
economy and help bui ld a 
community of people with the skills, 
resources and networks necessary 
to deal with challenges that the 
climate crisis presents

Desperat ion,  accord ing to 
Tolulope, prompted the start of this 
project. From a simple search for a 
faster route to his office, Tolulope's 
company is now handling logistical 
and transportation challenges for 
individuals and small enterprises 
and helping to lower carbon 
emissions.

Source: PremiumTimes
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The bike-sharing service operates in higher education institutions, estates and factories in Nigeria through the use of a mobile app 
and is driven by a passion to empower the young people in his country.People need to move around. Whether it's going to school or 
buying the basics, we need to move from place to place, but how we do that moving has a profound impact on other species and the 
planet itself. There are many reasons for this, but a large part is due to the use of fossil fuels to power our vehicles, airplanes and 
rockets. JERRY CHIFAMBA writes.

Nigeria's petrol crisis inspires locally produced electric bicycles
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N187bn earmarked for 2023 census 

H E  H o u s e  o f  TRepresentatives has 
queried the 2019, 49 million 
dollars contract for integrity 
test on Nigerian refineries 
awarded to Technimont 
company, by the Nigerian 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m  
C o r p o r a t i o n  ( N N P C ) .
Rep. Ganiyu Johnson, the 
chairman of the House ad hoc 
committee investigating the 
state of the refineries issued 
the query during a meeting 
with the company and NNPC 
officials on Thursday in 
Abuja.

Johnson said that the 
company had failed to 
execute the contract properly 
as the state of the refineries 
were not verified.

He also blamed the NNPC 
for failing to undertake 
r e g u l a r  t u r n  a r o u n d  
m a i n t e n a n c e  o n  t h e  
refineries leading to their 
current poor state.

Reps query NNPC's refineries
 integrity test contract

He asked the company and 
the NNPC to submit the 
c o n t r a c t  d o c u m e n t s ,  
especially the approval by 
the Federal Executive Council 

a n d  p a y m e n t  p r o o f s  
including the level of work 
done to the committee for 
scrutiny.(NAN)

HE UK Government says it 

has appointed Mr John T
Humphrey as the new Trade 

Commissioner to Africa.
The British High Commission 

in Nigeria made this known in a 

statement on Thursday.
It said that as the new Trade 

Commissioner for Africa, 

Humphrey would generate 

business opportunities for the 

UK while contributing to the 

growth o f  susta inab le ,  

resilient, and productive 

economies across the African 

continent.
According to the statement, 

p r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  t h e  

Department for International 

Trade (DIT), Humphrey held a 

variety of commercial, general 

management and executive 

roles in the UK and overseas.
It said that most recently, he 

was the Group Chief Executive 

at Kent HoldCo Ltd. and Chief 

Executive and Accounting 

Officer of the UK Hydrographic 

Office (a MOD Trading Fund).
The statement said that 

Humphrey was also a Lay 

Trustee of the Royal College of 

Speech  and  Language  

Therapy.
The International Trade 

Se c r e t a r y,  Anne -Ma r i e  

Treve lyan sa id:  “ I  am 

delighted to announce the 

a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  J o h n  

Humphrey as the new Trade 

Commissioner for Africa, 

joining our international 

network of Her Majesty Trade 

Commissioners (HMTCs) 

across the globe.
“John will be an asset to DIT 

in Africa; championing Global 

Britain and helping UK 

businesses to succeed in new 

markets, from Tunisia to 

Tanzania, or Senegal to South 

Africa.
“With a growing population 

and economy worth $2.4 

trillion, a thriving trade and 

investment  re lat ionsh ip 

between the UK and Africa 

presents huge opportunities 

across a variety of sectors 

including tech, transport, clean 

e n e r g y ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  

infrastructure, and Agri-Tech.”
The Trade Commissioner for 

Africa, Humphrey, said, “It is a 

great honour to be appointed 

as the Trade Commissioner for 

Africa.”
Humphrey said Africa is a 

diverse, vibrant, innovative, 

and abundant continent that is 

home to over 1.3 billion, 

mainly young, people and 

accounts for 20 per cent of the 

world's land mass.

He said that as someone who 

spent his most memorable 

childhood years in Africa, he 

was thrilled to have the 

opportunity to continue the 

Department for International 

Trade's vital work.
Humphrey said that he would 

continue the work of enabling 

Br i t i sh  bus inesses  and 

investors to discover the 

remarkable African continent 

and generate long-term, 

m u t u a l l y  p r o s p e r o u s  

relationships.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  f o r  

International Trade Country 

Director in Nigeria, Chim 

UK appoints new trade commissioner for Africa 

HE Association for Public 

Policy Analysis (APPA), a T
Civil Society Organisation, has 

called for the protection and 

education of Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 

on their rights to electricity 

supply to promote business.
Mr Princewill Okorie, the 

National Coordinator of APPA, 

made the call in Abuja at the 

Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 

version of National Micro, 

Small and Medium Enterprises 

(MSME) Electricity Consumers 

P r o t e c t i o n  A d v o c a c y  

Programme.
The programme has the 

theme: “Developing and 

Promoting Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises operating 

in the Federal Capital Territory 

th rough  expos i t i on  on  

C o n s u m e r  P r o t e c t i o n  

Component of Electric Power 

Sector Reform Act 2005?.
Okorie, who is also the 

National Coordinator of MSME 

E l e c t r i c i t y  C o n s u m e r  

Protection, said that there was 

need to expose MSMEs to the 

c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  

component of Electric Power 

Sector Reform ACT 2005.
He said that this would 

prevent unfair business 

practices which Distribution 

C o m p a n i e s  ( D i s C o s )  

perpetrate against consumers 

in the country.
He said that the programme 

which was in line with the 

vision and mission of Abuja 

Enterprises Agency and the 

National Policy of MSME would 

enable the entrepreneurs in 

FCT to know their right as 

electricity consumers.
According to him, knowledge 

of these rights and acquisition 

of skills and capacity to ensure 

their lawful implementation 

will enable MSMEs to escape, 

resist and seek redress against 

unfair business practices 

perpetrated against them by 

l i c e n c e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

companies.
He said this would lead to 

sanctions against Electricity 

D is t r ibut ion  Compan ies  

( D i s C o s )  t h a t  v i o l a t e  

consumers' rights of MSMEs.
He added that the measures 

would enable MSMEs to save 

money,  e n j oy  h ea l t hy  

customer relationship with 

D i s C o s  a n d  i m p r o v e  

product ion and serv ice 

delivery.
In his keynote address, Mr 

Oluwale Fasanya, the Director-

General, Small and Medium 

Enterprises Development 

Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN), 

said that it was the agency's 

responsibility to formulate 

policies to ensure the ease of 

doing business.

Fasanya, represented by FCT 

Director of SEMEDAN, Mrs 

Mary Kolawole, said that it was 

also the responsibility of the 

agency to ensure Nigeria's 

MSMEs competitiveness in the 

global market.
He said that to ensure that 

small and business enterprises 

thrived in the country the 

agency was working with 

relevant stakeholders in both 

the public and private sectors.
According to him, the 

multiplier effect of high 

electricity tariff and poor 

supply on businesses are in no 

doubt very grievous as this will 

increase MSMEs production 

cos t  and reduce  the i r  

competitiveness in the global 

market.
He said it would also 

a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  

imp lementa t ion  o f  the  

electricity consumer licences 

performances standard and 

f o l l o w  u p  o n  M S M E s  

enlightenment programmes 

and advocacy.
Fasanya said that SMEDAN in 

a bid to establish credible data 

of MSMEs in the country was 

now undertaking the MSMEs 

mass registration project 

across the country.
On her part, Mrs Janet Udo, 

Assistant Director, Federal 

Competition and Consumer 

P ro tec t i on  Commiss i on  

(FCCPC), said that the 

commission was ready to 

support the APPA to educate 

consumers in that sector to 

know their rights.
Udo said that the commission 

had supported consumers to 

know their rights and insist on 

their rights and demand for 

quality service.(NAN).

MSMEs protection, education
 panacea for business growth

 Gbajabiamila

HE Act ing Director-
G e n e r a l ,  N a t i o n a l  T

Population Commission (NPC), 
Ms Ugoeze Mbagou, has said 
t ha t  t he  N187  b i l l i o n  
e a r m a r k e d  f o r  2 0 2 3  
Population and Housing 
Census slated for April 2023 
was inadequate.

She made this known during 
a  Round tab l e  mee t i ng  
organised by the National 
Institute for Legislative and 
Democratic Studies (NILDS) 
on Thursday in Abuja.

The theme of the event is 
“The 2023 Population and 
Housing Census: Issues, 
challenges and Way Forward.''

Mbagou said that the census 
was going to be a digital 
exercise, therefore the amount 
required far exceeded the 
N187 billion.

“What we need is far above 
that (N187 billion). That is why 
we might need supplementary 
budget.

“What delayed the census 
th i s  year  was  ge t t i ng  
government's approval for us 
to do it.

“The President graciously 
with the State Council said we 
can do population and housing 
census.

“We requested for about 187 
billion which is not adequate, 
but with the go ahead of the 

Chalemera, said: “It is 

fantastic to have Humphrey 

join the DIT team.

“Nigeria is a priority market 

for DIT in Africa and having 

lived in Nigeria before, we 

know Humphrey will already 

be familiar with the diverse 

opportunities that Nigeria has 

to offer to UK businesses.

“We are particularly excited 

to showcase our diversification 

efforts away from oil and gas 

into key sectors such as 

creatives and tech where 

Nigeria is a leader in the 

c o n t i n e n t ,”  C h a l e m e ra  

said.(NAN)

Federal Government, we are 
asking for supplementary 
budget.

“And since there is an 
approval from them and they 
appreciate the importance of a 
census, I do not think funding 
will be a problem with the help 
of United Nations Population 
Fund (UNPF) and other donor 
agencies.

“We are relying on 50 per 
cent from us and 50 per cent 
from development partners,” 
she said.

The acting director-general 
f u r t h e r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
commission would on Monday, 
June 27, commence a trial 
census.

“The trial census is based on 
geopolitical zones; six states 
of the federation will have full 
100 per cent census coverage 
while the rest of the states will 
have one local government 
area.

“The trial census is actually 
the training. We are going to 
train enumerators before we 
go into proper enumeration 
which is when enumerators 
have to go to households, 
Mbagou said.

The acting director-general 
said that arrangements had 
been made to ensure the 
security of the enumerators at 
the different venues of the 

training.
She said the commission had 

successfully demarcated 772 
local government areas out of 
the 774 in the country.

“We have not demarcated 
two LGAs in Borno and 
Zamfara because of the 
security challenge,” Mbagou 
said.

In his remarks, Director-
General of the Institute, Prof. 
Abubakar Sulaiman said that 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
had approved April 2023 for 
conduct of the Census across 
the country.

Sulaiman, who noted that 
the step was in the right 
direction, said there were 
several issues needed to be 
cr i t i ca l ly  assessed and 
considered to ensure a 
successful, acceptable and 
accurate census.

“The proposed 2023 census 
is coming 17 years after the 
last exercise. This is a violation 
of the UN recommended 10 
years period.

“Therefore, there is need to 
confront and understand the 
issues associated with this 
delay and those that were 
raised in the 2006 exercise 
especially by the international 
obse rve r s  and  f o re i gn  
agencies,” he said.

Some of the issues, Sulaiman 
said, included: the politics of 
federal character, ethnicity and 
rel igious consciousness, 

r e c o r d  d o c t o r i n g  a n d  
geopolitics of resources.

“It is also envisaged that the 
growing insecurity in several 
parts of the country may 
significantly hamper the 
conduct of the census.

“Other important issue that 
may shape the conduct of the 
census is the use of ICT and 
the synchronisation of census 
data with other national 
identity databases in the 
country such as the National 
Identity Number (NIN),” he 
explained

T h e  A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r,  
Department of Economic and 
Social Research, NILDS, Dr 
Asimiyu Abiola, said that the 
size and structure of a given 
population was one of the 
major  determinants  o f  
economic performance and 
future prospects.

“Having an accurate picture 
of the size and structure is 
critical for economic planning 
and policy formulation.

“The last population census 
in Nigeria was conducted in 
2006, a scenario that falls 
short of the United Nations 
(UN) recommendation that 
census exercise be carried out 
at least once in every 10 
years,” he said.

Ab io l a  sa i d  tha t  t he  
challenges posed by religion 
and cultural mind-set were 
potent and would require 
adequate attention. (NAN)

inadequate –NPC

Adebayo
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WITH CELESTINE D. ATTSAR

OME of my top fashion 

icons are André Leon 

Talley, former editor-at-S
large of Vogue magazine; 

Dapper Dan, the underground 

creative genius that bootlegged 

luxury fashion to pimps and 

gang stars; Diana Vreeland, who 

worked as a columnist and 

editor of Harper's Bazaar and 

later served as the editor-in-

chief of Vogue magazine, and 

finally Anna Wintour, the private 

and mysterious British journalist 

who has served as editor-in-

chief of Vogue since 1988, and 

global chief content officer for 

Condé Nast since 2020.
I study the work and follow the 

moves of these four individuals 

because I believe their subject 

matter knowledge is endless, 

obsessive passion is contagious, 

thinking is insanely divergent, 

product appreciation is deep, 

and the rebellious attitude to 

getting their work done is 

alluring to me.
These five variables are the 

essential ingredients that are 

c on s i s t e n t  a c r o s s  e a ch  

individual's profile, and I believe 

makes them extra-ordinary. 

Fashion or not, they are 

extremely savvy marketers of 

concepts and products who I 

believe can sell anything as long 

as they are interested in it or 

care about it enough. It's like 

what Jay-Z said in 'Dirt Off Your 

Shoulder' – “I'm the realest that 

run it, I just happen to rap”.
So, these are incredible 

humans, but why are they great 

marketers? First factor we will 

explore is Vanity. As you know, 

the fashion world has been 

criticised for being unreal and 

vain.

People in the industry 

supposedly act as if fashion is 

the true religion (pun intended), 

and nothing else exists – and I 

wonder why that is so wrong. If 

you don't believe so much in the 

work that you do, how do you 

expect to make someone else 

believe in it?
If Steve Jobs did not have a 

blinding belief in interface and 

experience design, would he 

have been able to convince 

others to become advocates 

enough to make Apple attain 

the status of the world's most 

valuable company? I think not.
Anna Wintour is considered 

the most powerful woman in the 

global fashion industry, and I'm 

not even sure she's ever sewed 

a stitch of fabric. Fashion 

designers treat her like the 

Queen  o f  Eng l and  and  

consumers are constantly 

trying to demystify her.
But what makes Anna so 

powerful, is not only the 

mystery that lurks behind her 

dark shades and wicked bobs, it 

is that she captains Condé Nast 

– the ultimate lifestyle brand 

conglomerate, and a melting 

pot of vanity – which is a 

guaranteed marketing machine 

that sells out anything and 

anyone.
Next factor to look at will be 

Personality. Everyone that was 

or is a leading voice in the 

fashion industry, is an absolute 

o r ig ina l .  F rom phys i ca l  

appearances to personal 

Marketing lessons from the fashion industry

id iosyncras ies,  the four  

aforementioned people are very 

authentic and unapologetic 

a b o u t  h o w  t h e y  c a r r y  

themselves and how they are 

perceived.
T h i s  c o m e s  a c r o s s  

authentically in their personal 

branding which makes them 

absolute magnets to their 

various tribes. It makes 

connecting with their audiences 

easier, and it makes persuasion 

and conversion easier.
While reading Dapper Dan's 

memoir aptly titled 'Made in 

Harlem' – I noted an interesting 

story he told about touring 

Africa and ending up in Senegal, 

where the bulk of his money 

was spent buying beautiful 

fabrics which tailors made into 

nice suits for him. This almost 

got him stranded in Africa by the 

way.
Dap likes to look fly, and one 

thing that is consistent about 

him and all the other fashion 

icons I follow, is the compulsive 

need to cultivate and appreciate 

style.
Another important factor is 

Showmanship. If you skim 

through fashion history; study 

roll-out plans, exhibitions, and 

sustaining conversations to 

drive sales and talkability, you'd 

note that fashion is highly 

histrionic.
Fashion designers and some 

fashion editors are the greatest 

showmen. They know how to 

put on a show or magazine that 

makes everyone stop, point and 

talk.
To me, Diana Vreeland still 

remains the only fashion editor 

who understood the charm of 

the human pose, the soul of an 

outfit, the personality of a 

typeface, and the architecture 

of a brilliant layout.
She was the master of detail 

and exaggeration – and she 

embodied these two elements 

completely. Checkout her 

documentary 'Diana Vreeland: 

The Eye Has to Travel' whenever 

you can.
The final factor that makes 

fashion icons market ing 

geniuses is sustenance. They 

understand the art of sustaining 

conversations long after 

exhibitions are over. The phrase 

'paint a picture with words' was 

probably originally used to 

describe André Leon Talley.
His deep love for style, taste 

and character, merged with his 

vast knowledge of the fashion 

industry helped him connect 

with fashion designers on a 

purely artistic level. This 

enabled him to tell the stories of 

their personality and collections 

long after the last model had left 

the runway.
Source: BusinessDay

To me, the greatest marketers are fashion icons. And by fashion icons I don't mean supermodels or the best dressed celebrities. I 
mean the ordinary individuals who put in captivating work that suddenly makes them seem extraordinary. SHARON GREY writes.
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H E  T e a c h e r  TRegistration Council of 
Nigeria is set to probe the 
recent sacking of teachers 
b y  s o m e  s t a t e  
governments. 

It would be recalled that 
no fewer than 9,392 
Teachers were sacked by 
some states governments 
between January, 2020 and 
June 2022. 

Recently, the Kaduna 

S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  
reportedly sacked over 
2,000 teachers. The State 
government said they were 
sacked because they failed 
competency test. 

 In August, 2020 Abia 
state governor, Okezie 
Ikpeazu, sacked a total of 
5,666 teachers. The state 
government said they were 
sacked because they were 
illegally recruited.

In October 2020, the 
Plateau state government 

announced the sacking of 
1 2 2  t e a c h e r s  a f t e r  
discovering that they 
presented fake certificates. 
In May, 2021, Niger State 
government through the 
s t a t e  U B E  b o a r d ,  
announced a total of 20 
teachers sack. 

In December, 2021, the 
Kaduna state government 
sacked 233 Seachers for 
p r e s e n t i n g  f a k e  
certificates. 

In 2022, newly elected 
Ggovernor of Anambra 
S t a t e ,  C h u k w u m m a  
Soludo announced the 
sacking of 1,000 teachers 
from its teaching services, 
according to Soludo, the 
sacked teachers were “the 
affected PTA  teachers who 
were converted  to the 
school system in the last 
d a y s  o f  t h e  l a s t  
administration.

FROM JIDAUNA 

YANUNG ABUJA

TRC to probe state governments 
for mass sacking 

THE management of the 
Naitional Hospital Abuja 

has set up a panel to look into 
allegations of assault leveled 
against a medical doctor by 
name Atinko-Sunday Ikeya.

The Federal Capital Territory 

(FCT) chapter of the National 

Association of Nigerian 

Nurses and midwives had 

demanded justice after Dr. 

Ikeya allegedly slapped a 

nurse, Ebalu Marvis. 
 C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  

Association, Deborah Yusuf 

while briefing journalists in 

Abuja alleged that Ikeya of 

the same Hospital, assaulted 

Marvis while she was going 

about her duties at the 

hospital. 

Yusuf alleged that on June, 

13, Ikeya disregarded the 

medical and professional 

c ode  o f  c onduc t  and  

“Physically and verbally 

assaulted the nurse working 

as a colleague with him   at 

the hospital 
 The chairman explained 

that the accused medical 

doctor insisted that the nurse 

must leave a patient she was 

attending to and dress the 

wound of another patient in 

the female medical ward. 
She further stated that 

Marvis explanation to the 

doctor that she was attending 

to a patient on Naso- Gastric 

tube feeding fell on deaf ears. 
“Ikeya went ahead and 

accosted Marvis, who was at 

the point of wheeling a 

medication trolley out of the 

ward. The next thing that 

fo l lowed can only be 

imagined for a horrendous 

scene in a horror film as he 

slapped her”.
But the National Hospital in 

a swift reaction said it has set 

up a panel to look into it. 
“We have set up a panel of 

investigation on this and we 

have appealed to both sides 

to exercise patience”, the 

spoke man of the hospital 

said”. 

From JIDAUNA YANUNG, 

Abuja

Green chamber decries abduction of Panyam’s monarch

Director General, ITF, Sir Joseph Ari, KSM flanked by wife, Lady Victoria Ari, Peter 
Dama, Mrs. Ife Enyi and other guest after the Church service of his son, Dr. Shitnaan 
Joseph Ari’s wedding yesterday at St. Monica’s Catholic Church, Rantya, Jos.

Photo: By Fwenji Goar

T h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives had 

decried the abduction of the 
district head of Panyam 
community  in Mangu Local 
Government  Area of Plateau 
State, Dan Aminu Derwam 
and some of his subjects. To  
this  end, the House resolved 
to summon the Inspector 
General  of Police, Usman 
Alkali and the Chief of Army 
Staff, Lt. Gen. Farauk Yahaya  
and other  relevant security 
agencies to appear before it. 

FROM JIDAUNA YANUNG,
 ABUJA

NANNM demands justice 
against doctor who assaulted nurse

To f  B o g o r o  L o c a l  
Government Area of Bauchi 
State, Hon. IIiya Habila, has 
advised citizens of Lafiyan 
Sara Kwara village to ensure 
that they receive the 
o n g o i n g  a n t i - r a b i e s  
vaccination exercise to 
guard against rabies.

This was contained in a 
press statement signed by 
the Council's Information 
Officer, Gomna James, and 
made available to SUNDAY 
STANDARD in Jos, the 
P lateau State capi ta l  
Wednesday, shortly after 
the flagging off ceremony of 
the Annual Vaccination 
Exercise against rabies, held 
in Lafiyan Sara Kwara village 
.

The Chairman whi le  
stressing on the importance 
of anti-rabies vaccination 
enjoined citizens to take 
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  
opportunity to vaccinate 
their dogs. He thanked 
veterinary officers for the 
success in this year's 
vaccination exercise and 
promised to give priority to 
veterinary services in the 
area.

He, said, "I am calling on 
everybody to bring out his or 
her dog to be immunized 
with the anti-rabies vaccine. 
It is free. Nobody is going to 
pay for the vaccination. On 
the issue of veterinary 

he Executive Chairman 

hospital, I will work hard to 
c o m p l e t e  t h e  t w o  
uncompleted veterinary 
hospital projects. 

"I am direct ing the 
Director of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources to give 
m e  a  r e p o r t  a b o u t  
veterinary services in 
Bogoro on Monday. I call for 
synergy between state and 
the local government 
veteranary officers in 
p r o m o t i n g  a n i m a l  
production in the area", 
Habila advised. 

Earlier in speech, the Area 

Veterinary Officer, Dr. Chida 

D. Kushi, thanked the 

Bogoro Council Chairman 

for the moral and financial 

support given to them 

towards the success of this 

year's annual vaccination 

exercise saying, "I want to 

sincerely thank you Mr 

chairman for your efforts 

towards the success of this 

Annual Vaccination that has 

taken place today. 
"I equally want to thank all 

those who attended the 

occasion despite the short 

notice. The significance of 

the vaccination against 

rabies includes to protect 

people from dog bite and to 

ensure the wellbeing of dogs 

in the society, she enthused. 
She, however, used the 

opportunity to appeal to the 

Chairman for the provision 

of veterinary hospitals and 

outposts in major villages of 

Bogoro Local Government 

Area to enable them provide 

better service delivery to the 

people of the state. 
In his vote of thanks, the 

village head of Kwara, Mr 

Peter Danbiram, promise to 

ensure that all dogs within 

the area are vaccinated.

Guard against rabies Bogoro 
Chairman advises residents 
BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

o r m e r  e xe c u t i v e  FSecretary General of 
N i g e r i a  F o o t b a l l  
Association (NFA) Alhaji 
Sani Ahmed Toro, former 
Assistant Coach of the 
Nigeria Super Eagles, 
Garba Ila and one of their 
friends, Alhaji Isa Jah has 
been confirmed released 
by their Kidnappers.

T h e  P o l i c e  P u b l i c  
Relations officer of the 
state Police command, SP 
Ahmed Mohammed Wakil, 
gave the confirmation in a 
press release through 
wattsup platform of Police 
Media Forum where he 
explained details of how 
and when the abductees 
regained freedom.

It can be recall that the 
former NFA Secretary and 
his co travellers were 
kidnapped while coming 
ba ck  f r om  wedd i ng  
ceremony in Abuja around 
Nasarawa state.

The kidnappers were 
r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  
demanded for N150 million 

ransom before they are 
released.

It was reported that the 
kidnapped victims were 
driving back from Abuja 
last week Saturday when 
they were kidnapped along 
Akwanga road in Nasarawa 

state at about 7.30pm.
The report added that 

the abductees were 
returning to Bauchi from 
Abuja after attending the 
wedding of the son of 
former NFF President, Alh. 
Aminu Maigari.

Bauchi Police confirms release 
of NFA Chieftain 2 others

From Abbas Shehu Gungura, Bauchi

 This resolution followed a 
motion by the member 
representing Mangu/Bokkos 
Federal Constituency of 
Plateau State in the House  of 
Representative, Hon. Bulus 
Solomon Maren under urgent 
national importance. He 
noted that the kidnap of the 
district head was the latest in 
the series of abductions 
targeted at traditional rulers 
and clergymen in the state. 
He stated that kidnapping 
and attacks of traditional 
rulers have been systematic 
and coordinated. 

Hon. Maren regretted that 
the spate of kidnapping, 
abductions and attacks in the 
constituency and Nigeria at 
large is alarming and of great 
concern, and no concrete or 
deliberate action has been 
taken to forestall or even 
arrest and prosecute these 
hoodlums. 

He however, urged the 
House to call on federal 
government through the 
Inspector General of Police to 
immediately do everything 
possible  to ensure the safe 

release of the traditional ruler 
and other Nigerians in 
captivity across the country. 

 In his contributions on the 
motion, Deputy Speaker, 
Hon. Idris Wase said the 
abduction for ransome is a 
daily occurrence in the 
const i tuency.  He sa id  
kidnappers demand as much 

as N10 million from villagers  
who are struggling to 
survive. 

 He said that it was 
heartbreaking that despite  
all the resolutions by the 
House to put up formation in 
the trouble areas, nothing 
has happened. 

Alkali

Habila
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HE Kogi State Ministry of 
Education, Science and 
Technology, on Tuesday T

organised a send-off session 
for her outgone Permanent 
Secretary, Pastor Emmanuel 
Idenyi and two directors who 
recently retired from the 
service. 

I t  w a s  a  g a t h e r i n g  
demonstrative of praises and 
goodwill messages for the 
three retirees as they got 
affectionate valedictory from 
their colleagues from the 
Ministry of Education as well as 
other MDAs and family 
members.

The two retired directors are 
Pastor Isaiah Abah, Director, 
Internal Audit and Alhaji Nafiu 
Dare Suleiman, a Director in 
Quality Assurance Department 
of the ministry.

Speaking at event, the 
Ministry's Commissioner, Hon. 
W e m i  J o n e s ,  F C I B ,  
c ommended  t h e  t h r e e  
celebrants for their hard work 
and commitment towards the 
development of education 
sector in the state while in 
active service.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  
specifically eulogised the 
outgone Permanent Secretary, 
Pastor Emmanuel Idenyi, for 
being a very dependable and 
reliable ally with a high sense 
of humility and respect.

J o n e s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
Permanent Secretary as a 
respons ib le ,  ded ica ted ,  
punctual and loyal civil 
servant, while commending 
the management and staff of 
the Ministry for their support 
and commitments to duty.

He stressed that the cordial 
working relationship and 
h a r m o n i o u s  w o r k i n g  
environment in the Ministry 
coupled with the necessary 
support provided by the state 
government, brought about 
t h e  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  
transformational development 
witnessed in the state's 
education sector under his 
watch.

H e  a p p r e c i a t e d  H i s  
Excellency, Governor Yahaya 
Bello, for creating an enabling 
environment and giving all the 
n e e d e d  s u p p o r t  a n d  
encouragement to carry out 
the Ministry's functions 
w i t h o u t  a n y  f o r m  o f  
interference.

He specially praised the 
governor for giving education 
sector the topmost priority and 
attention especially the 30 per 
cent allocation to education 
sector in the 2022 annual State 
budget 

H e  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  
achievements of the Ministry 
within the period of his service 
to include a fully enacted State 
Education Law, improvement 
in WAEC ranking from 28th to 
14th, drastic reduction in 
examination malpractices to 
almost zero level,  and 
successful establishment of 
Education Strategic Plans.

Other achievements include: 
approval for recruitment of 
3900 secondary schoo l  
teachers, facelift of the 
ministry, partial automation of 
i n t e r n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  
registration process, among 

others.
He also commended the two 

retiring Directors for giving 
their  best  towards the 
development of education in 
the state, while assuring them 
of open doors for continual 
consultat ion even after  
retirement.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  
congratulated the celebrants 
for their years of meritorious 
and selfless services, and 
prayed God to continue to 
guide them in all their future 
endeavours.

He however challenged the 
new Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry, Alhaji Yakubu Dele 
Musa, to step into the big shoes 
his predecessor left behind, 
and ensure that he surpassed 
his feats.

The ministry presented gifts 
to the retirees in appreciation 
of their contributions towards 
the development of education 
in the state.

In their separate responses, 
the new senior citizens 
expressed their heartfelt 
gratitude to the Commissioner 

and the entire management 
and staff of the ministry for the 
honour bestowed on them.

Pastor Idenyi thanked the 
Commissioner for the trust he 
reposed in him and the 
h a r m o n i o u s  w o r k i n g  
relationship he enjoyed under 
his leadership, describing the 
Commissioner as a great 
leader.

I d e n y i  e x t e n d e d  h i s  
appreciation to the Governor 
for the opportunity given to him 
to serve as a Permanent 
Secretary especially in the 
education sector.

He thanked the management 
and staff of the Ministry for 
their unalloyed support and 
commitments to duty which 
resulted into the tremendous 
achievements recorded under 
his tenure as the education 
Permanent Secretary. 

The two retired Directors; 
Abah and Suleiman, in turn 
thanked the Commissioner, the 
management and staff of the 
Ministry for their cooperation 
while in service and the honour 
done them at retirement.

Encomiums As Ministry 
Celebrates Retired  Directors

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja
By DANLADI DUK

HE Federal Polytechnic 
Nasarawa in Nasarawa T

S t a t e  h a s  c o n f e r r e d  
fellowship of the polytechnic 
to Governor Abdullahi Sule 
o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  
distinguishing himself in the 
leadership of the state and 
other relevant contributions 
to the country along with 
Nigerians of high repute. 
T h e  R e c t o r  o f  t h e  
Polytechnic, Dr. (ESU) 
Abdullahi Alhassan Ahmed 

thstated this during the 10  
Combined convocat ion 
ceremony of the institution 
in Nasarawa during the 
weekend. 
He stated that others that 
were honoured by the 
Polytechnic includes Hajiya 
Zainab Shamsuna Ahmed, 
the current Minister of 
F i nance ,  Budge t  and  
National Planning. 
Similarly, the fellowship 
award was conferred on Hon. 
Aminu Suleiman Goro, the 
c h a i r m a n  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives Committee 
on Tertiary Education and 
Services. 
The Polytechnic has also 
awarded late Alhaji Jibrin 

Ma i r i ga  (Pos t  humous  
thAwards) the 9  Emir of 

Nasarawa and the founder of 
the polytechnic due to the 
roles he played in its 
establishment. 
The fellowship also goes to 
another two royal fathers the 
present Emir of Nasarawa and 
f o r m e r  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Environment, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Usman Jibrin as well as Alhaji 
Halilu Bala Usman, the Osu 
Ajiri of the Edege chiefdom 
and former Deputy Governor 
of Plateau state. 
Responding on behalf of the 
awardees, Governor Abdullahi 
Sule thanked the Board and 
M a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
polytechnic for finding them 
worthy for such honour and 
pledged to ensure that they 
continue to justify the 
confidence reposed on them. 
He assured that the state 
government is in synergy with 
the polytechnic especially in 
the production of the skill 
manpower needs of the state 
and for the country as a 
whole. 
While congratulating the 
p o l y t e c h n i c  f o r  t h e  
remarkable achievement it 
was able to record as far as in 
its academic activities are 
concerned, the Governor 
however tasked both the 

Board and Management not 
to relent is that especially 
now that the production of 
skill manpower that can be 
self-reliant and job providers 
in what the country needs at 
these times. 
T h e  G o v e r n o r  a l s o  
commended the institution 
for ensuring a peaceful 
academic process and urged 
it to continue with such noble 
spirit with a view to take the 
polytechnic to a higher 
heights. 
Highlight of the occasion 
includes the decoration of 
the recipients and all their 
representatives with the 
fel lowship regal ia and 
certificates. 

From 
MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, 

Keffi

HE Rector of the Federal TPolytechnic Nasarawa in 
Nasarawa State Dr. (ESV) 
Abdullahi A. Ahmed has re-
stated the determinations of 
the institutions to continually 
ensure imparting quality and 
relevant education to its 
student for them to become 
self reliant and contribute to 
t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
development of the nation on 
graduation. 

th
In his speech during the 10  

c o m b i n e d  c o n v o c a t i o n  
ceremony of the polytechnic 
that saw the graduation of 
students for 2017/2018, 
2018/2019, 2019/2022 and 
2020/2021 academic sections, 
he expressed the delight that 
as it is today, the Federal 
Polytechnic Nasarawa is among 
the top ranking polytechnics in 
Nigeria. And this can be 
directly attributed to the 
commitment of both the board 
and management to promote 
high quality standard of 
academic activities of the 
institution. 

Ahmed then expressed the 

From
 MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI,

 Keffi

delight that as it is today, the 
federal Polytechnic, Nasarawa 
is among the top ranking 
Polytechnics in Nigeria and this 
is factual because of the 
availability of astute and 
itellectual human resources as 
well as the quality of its 
graduates and other research 

Rector promises to graduate self reliant students
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breakthrough recorded by the 
polytechnic over the years, 
mostly in the fields of 
agriculture, technical and 
vocational education. 

O u r  f o c u s  s i n c e  
establishment has been 
towards  ach iev ing  the  
polytechnic objective and also 

tailored towards our mission of 
“molding students to become 
d i sc ip l i ned ,  sk i l l ed  and  
innovative for self-actualization 
and national development  he 
explained. 

Earlier in his welcome address 
the chairman Governing Council 
of the Polytechnic, Emeritus 

Professor Godwin Sogolo 
expressed the delight that the 
i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  m o v i n g  
successfully from strength to 
strength in the successful 
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  q u a l i t y  
graduates that would prove 
their worth and contribute 
significantly in the nation's 
socio-economic development 

Sogolo then commended 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
for giving him yet another 
opportunity to lead the Board 
of Polytechnic and assured of 
his determination to continue 
to do his best so as to justify 
the confidence reposed on 
him, his members and 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
institutions. 

He then pledged to continue 
to ensure cordial working 
relationship and synergy in 
such a way that the institution 
will continue to record a 
significant progress in its 
academic programmes and 
activities and also retain its 
reputation of producing 
quality graduates. 

Highlights of the occasion 
includes the presentation of 
awards and prizes for the best 
graduating students who have 
distinguished themselves in 
both character and learning. 

Federal Polytechnic confers fellowship honour 
on governor others

HE Executive Chairman of TJ o s  S o u t h  L o c a l  
G o v e r n m e n t  C o u n c i l ,  
A m b a s s a d o r  G i d e o n  
Dandereng has approved 
budget of over four billion 
naira for the year 2022 tagged 
" budge t  o f  Hope  and  
Consolidation"

It was accented to after its 
presentation to the chairman 
by the clerk and leader of the 
legislative arm at the Local 
Government Secretariat in 
Bukuru.

Signing the two thousand 
and twenty two budget,  
Dandereng promised to work 

with the legislative arm and 
critical stakeholders to ensure 
the full implementation of the 
budget for the progress and 
development of the area and its 
people.

While appreciating the cordial 
working relationship between 
the  execu t i ve  and  the  
legislative arms, Dandereng 
promised to fulfill social 
contract he entered into with 

people of Jos South Local 
government Area.

Speaking, leader of the 
leg is lat ive arm, S imon 
Dungkhan said that the 
budget was scrutinized and 
speedily passed to enable the 
chairman, Gideon Dandereng 
deliver the dividends of 
democracy to people of the 
grassroots.

He called on the technocrats 
and citizens to support the 
chairman in actualizing the 

Jos South chair signs 
over N4bn budget

HE  Un i ve r s a l  Ba s i c  
Education Commission T

(UBEC) said it disbursed 
N533.7 billion to the 36 states 
and the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) between 2005 
and 2021. 

According UBEC N30.5 bn was 
not accessed as of June 6, 
2022. It noted that only 17 
states had accessed up to the 
fourth quarters of 2021. 

  This is contained in a 
statement by the Director of 
Public Relations David Apeh 
which copy was obtained by 
SUNDAY STANDARD in Abuja 

 The statement explained that 
UBEC under Dr. Hamid Babboyi 
has achieved a lot in bringing 
down drastically the level of 

unaccessed funds through 
stakeholders engagement 
w h i l e  a l s o  e n s u r i n g  
transparent management of 
the funds. 

It added, that “Currently, 17 
states have already granted so 
far. 

 The states are Bayelsa, 
Bauchi, Cross River, Borno, 
Benue, Ekiti Edo, Delta, Kebbi, 
Gombe, Jigwa, Kano, Katsina , 
Nasarawa, Osun, Taraba and 
Zamfara. 

“While all states and FCT 
have accessed the 2005-2017 
marching grant, three states 
of Anambra, Imo and Ogun 
have not accessed any quarter 
in the 2019 marching grant”. 

It would be recalled that 

U B E C  i s  t h e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a g e n c y  
responsible for the supervision 
of basic education in Nigeria 
a n d  d i s b u r s e m e n t  o f  
intervention funds in areas of 
basic education. 

UBEC disbursed N533bn to states, 
FCT between 2005 - 2021

Bello

Sule

Adamu
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THE Kogi State Government 
has trained beneficiaries 
towards the disbursement of 
N150,000 Livelihood Support 
Grant (Disbursement Linked 
I n d i c a t o r - D L I  1 . 3 )  
intervention to each of the 570 
beneficiaries across the state 
the intervention is under the 
state's Covid-19 Action 
Recovery and Economic 
S t imu l u s  (KG-CARES) .
Hajia Falilat Abdulrasaq, the 
Head of Delivery Platform for 
Social Transfer and Livelihood 
Support Grant (DLI 1.1 & 1.3) 
KG-CARES, disclosed this at a 
one-day training organised for 
beneficiaries on Thursday in 
L o k o j a .
She said each benefiary would 
be given the sum of N150,000 
after he or she must have 
completed  the Business Plan 
showing the details about the 
business before intervention.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r,  2 7  
beneficiaries were carefully 
selected from each of the 21 
local government areas 
through the state social 
register of less privileged and 
vulnerable, which is domiciled 
with the State Operations 
C o o r d i n a t i n g  U n i t .
She noted that the register 
generated for this purpose had 
been verified and certified 
credible and reliable by the 
W o r l d  B a n k .
''As a result of the effect of 
covid 19 pandemic on families, 
t h e  s t a t e s ,  f e d e r a l  
government and World Bank, 
initiated the programme to 
assist and improve the 
economic fortunes of families.
She noted that the training 
had been held in the East , 
West and Central senatorial 
districts of the state, stressing 
that the local government 
areas, Bassa, Kogi, Lokoja and 
Ajaokuta which are contiqous 
to the state capital are having 
training today Thursday.
''After this training, the 
recipients are expected to 
complete the business plan, 
and anywhere they found it 
difficult, they are expected to 
contact the Desk officers, CTFs 
and GROs who are our foot 
s o l d i e r s .
"They are to work alongside 
Cash Transfer Unit to develop 
the business plan and once it is 
concluded and certified by 
independent verifier to be ok, 
grant will be disbursed.
''However, not all will receive 
the fund the same time, it will 
be on first come first served. 
All these mechanisms were 
put in place to ensure the fund 
is judiciously utilized," she 
s a i d .
She noted that the livelihood 
support grant DLI 1.3 was the 
second DLI that the state Cash 
Transfer Unit would be 
i m p l e m e n t i n g .
In his remarks, the Permanent 
Secretary, Kogi Ministry of 
Women Affairs, who is the 
Chairman of the training 
session, Mr. Teddy Adegbola, 
thanked Governor Yahaya 
Be l lo  and the Federa l  
Government for their care and 
support for the vulnerable and 
the poorest of the poor, 
a f f e c t e d  b y  C o v i d - 1 9  
P a n d e m i c .  
He urged the beneficiaries to 

make judicious use of the fund 
to improve their economic 
well-being and that of their 
families and communities.
The royal father of the day, the 
Maigeri of Lokoja, HRM, 
Muhammudu Makarfi 11, 
commended the governments 
for the wonderful financial 
package, aimed at reducing 
economic burden on families 
as a result of Covid 19.

The traditional ruler warned 
the beneficiaries against 
engaging in frivolities, and 
urged them to invest in 
endeavours with low risk in the 
v o l a t i l e  e c o n o m y .

A beneficiary from Lokoja 
m e t r o p o l i s ,  w h o  i s  a  
professional barber, Teidi 
Adamu, said the grant was a 
dream come through for him 
to grow the bus iness.
Also, Miss Falilat Yisa, a POS 
operator, expressed her 
gratitude to God, Gov. Yahaya 
and President Muhammadu 
Buhari for choosing her for the 
grant.

‘'I will use the money to 
register my own POS business, 
which will be the biggest and 
m o s t  p a t r o n i s e d  i n  
Kotonkarfe/Kogi LGA,'' she 
said.

HE Sokoto State House of TAssembly on Wednesday 
confirmed the appointment of 
nine commissioner nominees 
submitted by Governor Aminu 
Tambuwal as members of the 
State Executive Council. This 
development followed the 
adoption of a motion by the 
majority leader, Malami 
Basakkwace (PDP-Sokoto 
South II), at the Committee of 
the Whole in Sokoto.

 Tambuwal had in a letter on 
Tuesday requested the 

c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  
appointment of the nominees. 
Present ing the motion, 
Basakkwace said the request 
was in line with the provision 
of Section 192 subsection (1) 
and (2) of the Constitution of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

1999 as amended. 
“However, the nomination 

arose due to the existence of 
vacancies within the State 
E xe cu t i v e  Coun c i l ,  a s  
enshrined in the public service 
rules and regulations. “This is 
as well as other processes 
required by the law pertaining 
to such appointments,” he 
said.

KG-CARES: Trains beneficiaries
 towards disbursement of grant 

HE candidate and Tflagbeaer for the Jos 

South,Jos East Federal 

Constituency, Ambassador 

Gideon Dandereng has 

appreciated delegates and 

people of his constituency 

for giving him their trust 

come 2023 elections.
All Progressives Congress ( 

APC ) stakeholders in Jos 

Eas t , Jos  South  have  

extolled the capacity of and 

capabilities of Ambassador 

Gideon Dandereng to bring 

development closer to their 

communities.
This was made known 

when the APC candidate was 

on thank you tour to the two 

local government areas 

having secured victory as 

sole candidate of the party 

at the just concluded 

primaries.
In a statement from the 

SSA Media and Publicity to 

the Executive Chairman of 

Jos South LGC, Shamaki 

Gyang and made available 

to SUNDAY STANDARD 

newspapers, he stated that 

Dandereng said this is to 

appreciate delegates,party 

executives and elders in 

delivering on their promises.
Some of the stakeholders 

spoken from the two 

localties said the landmark 

a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  

Ambassador Dandereng is 

visible for all the see, hence 

the need for him to go 

further.
Dandereng appreciated 

votes given to him by the 

delegates and promised to 

engage the Youth,unify and 

develop the constituency.
He added that, he promised 

to bui ld a funct ional 

constituency hall where 

there will be a quarterly 

br ie f ing between the 

constituents and also to get 

the people's views in the 

g r a s s r o o t s  o n  t h e i r  

immediate needs.
C h a i r m a n , G r e a t e r  

M o ve m e n t  C a m p a i g n  

Council,Pam Danzos and 

Director General of the 

Counci l ,  Daniel Izang 

encouraged stakeholders to 

reach the grassroots in 

mobilising all.
APC Party Chairman of Jos 

South Dapam Mwanvwang 

and that of Jos East,Gideon 

Azi Nyako appealed to 

electorate to get their 

Permanent Voters Card, 

PVCs to participate fully in 

voting.
In all the places the 

flagbeaer visited,elders 

showered their blessings on 

him and promised to support 

him in his ambition as they 

are solidly behind him.

Dandereng appreciates APC delegates 

S part of preparation Afor  the Nat ional  
Population Commission 
and Housing Census, to 
conduct the best census in 
the country by 2023, the 
Federal Commissioner, 
Hon.Mrs Cecilia Dapoet, 
representing Plateau State 
has assured stakeholders 
of the commission's 
readiness to conduct a 
credible census that would 
be error free. 

She disclosed this during 
a two day Town Hall 
Meeting held in Southern 
Senatorial and Central 
Senator ia l  zones o f  
P l a t e a u  S t a t e  l a s t  
Wednesday, Thursday at 
Shendam Youth Centre 
and NUT Hall Mangu.

She stated that the trial 
census that would be 
conducted within the 
zones was to test their 
equipment and the quality 
of staff to evaluate all of 
the census operation 
before the main census 
next year 2023 on a 
limited scale of population.

Dapoet added that the 
Local Government Areas 
that the trial census would 
be conducted within the 
central zone are Mongun in 
Mangu LGA, Chip in 

Pankshin LGA and Maiduna 
D a f f o ,  i n  B o k k o s  
LGA.While in Southern 
zone are Panwasa in 
Shendam LGA, Jak in 
Qua'an-Pan LGA and Pil 
gani in Langtang North 
LGA.

According to her, "The 
t r i a l  c e n s u s  w o u l d  
commence next month 
July 20-24 , 2022.She 
maintained that the 
Commission has already 
c o n d u c t e d  t h e  

NPC holds town hall meeting
By Hosea Nyamlong 

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

Sokoto Assembly confirms 
Tambuwal's 9 commissioner 

From ANENE AIKE, Sokoto

By DANLADI  DUK

E n u m e r a t i o n  A r e a  
Demarca t i on  (EAD) ,  
exercise in all the 17 local 
government areas of the 
state and nationwide. First 
and second pre-test was 
conducted that covered 
Jos  Sou th ,  M i kang ,  
Riyom,Jos North, Kanam 
a n d  K a n k e .  T h u s ,  
demarcating areas into 
smaller units to make the 
work easier for our staff to 
know their boundaries 
during the exercise".

 During the stakeholders 

open discussion session, 
the State Director of the 
commission, Mr.Pam Dung 
Deme has called on 
t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e r s ,  
Community leaders, Youth 
leaders, Religious leaders 
to educate their people on 
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
census,because census 
data help Government in 
the Development plan of 
the country and not only 
the commission that  
needs the census data, 
o t h e r  M i n i s t r i e s ,  
D e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  
Agencies like health, 
education, agriculture etc, 
need census data for 
research purposes that 
w o u l d  e n h a n c e  
deve lopment  in  the  
country.

He stressed that it is 
important to inform the 
community stakeholders 
to know what is about to 
take place in their various 
locality and to also 
sensitize their people 
about the exercise 

Deme solicits for support 
during the trial census 
exercise,for communities 
to open their doors to their 
staff and to respond 
effectively to question that 
would be asked by their 
staff and to serve as their 
guide.

Dapoet

Bello

Dandereng

nominees





IKIPEDIA defines fashion 
as a form of self-Wexpression and autonomy 

at a particular period and place and 
in a specific context,  of clothing,  
footwear,  lifestyle,  accessories,  
makeup,  hairstyle,  and body 
posture.  The term implies a look 
defined by the fashion industry as 
that which is trending. Everything 
that is considered fashion is available 
and popularized by the fashion 
system (industry and media).

According to a renowned fashion 
designer,  Susan Kaiser,  fashion is 
unique, self-fulfilling and may be a 
key part of someone's identity.

Similar to art,  Kaiser says the 
aims of a person's choices in 
fashion are not necessarily to be 
liked by everyone,  but instead to be 
an expression of personal taste. A 
person's personal style functions as a 
"societal formation, always 
combining two opposite principles.  
It is a socially acceptable and secure 
way to distinguish oneself from 
others and,  at the same time,  it 
satisfies the individual's need for 
social adaptation and imitation."

Today the prevailing hair style 
among the teeming youths is the 
dreadlocks. While many Nigerians 
view wearing of dreadlocks as 
dangerous,  cons ider ing the 
background where the person is 
coming from, sometimes the 
dreadlocks hair, untamed hair style 
connotes show of disharmony with 
the society where people associate 
such hair style as improper or 
unruly behaviour that should not be 
seen among our youths.

On this scale, METRO FOCUS 
correspondent went round the Jos 
metropolis to sample opinions of 
citizens on the recent trend of 
dreadlocks.

Monday Philemon, reacts that 
dreadlocks is normal, considering 
the fact that most of our artists,  
athletes wear it.

He said that the popular musician 
Mr. Flavour wears his dreadlocks in 
peace without any harassment 
because he is a popular figure in the 
entertainment industry.  So he sees 
nothing wrong about dreadlocks 
since it does not disrupt the peace 
of people.

METRO FOCUS gathered that some 
citizens say that people with 
dreadlocks are mentally disturbed 
people who have been neglected,  
left alone to roam the streets and 
they are associated with violence.  
This was the notion we grew up with.

However, dreadlocks to some 
people are myths, cultural beliefs 
and lifestyle. Some people have 
different coloration for keeping 
dreadlocks as a way of fashion.

To some women, wearing of 
dreadlocks hair style helps them to 
save cost of plaiting their hair all the 
time at the salon. What they only do 
every day when they wake up in the 
morning is style it and they are okay 
for the day.

What is becoming worrisome today 
with many of our youths wearing the 
dreadlocks is the ignorance 
associated with the public 
perception and the wrong 
interpretation.

In an interview with a security 
personnel who refused his name to 
be in print,  he said that dreadlocks 
is a hairstyle where the hair is 
washed but it is not combed.  It can 
also be referred to as a Rastafarian 
hair style.  These kind of hair styles 
are commonly found among youth 
and few among aged people.  
History has it that some people are 
born with dreads;  but also studies 
reveal that even those born without 

dreads can keep and maintain 
dreadlocks hairstyle if they so desire.

According to the above security 
man, studies have shown that 
majority of people in the society,  
perceive people with dreads as 
dangerous and volatile as they 
mostly appear unkempt and unruly.
'To the best of my knowledge, 

there is no universal agreement 
among security personnel as to how 
people with dreads be perceived.  
Rather, they should be seen as 
citizens that have equal rights,  
freedom and privileges like other 
citizens without dreads.  Beside, 
there is no law prohibit ing 
dreadlocks' ,  he said.

Stressing further, he said as always 
said,  "Experience is the best 
teacher.  Security personnel in 
exercising their constitutional 
mandates,  they arrest,  profile and 
prosecute citizens that go against 
the law of the land. And based on 
experience,  most of the young men 
arrested in connection with drugs 
dealings, cyber-crimes, (Yahoo) 
cultist activities are mostly keeping 
dreads. Iam not saying dreads has 
been the perceived identity of 
criminals among security personnel.  
But based on the dynamic nature of 
crimes and trends of some criminal 
elements with dreads, it informed 
the decision of security personnel to 
suspect and question whoever they 
come across with dreads in their bid 
to discover the author of crime or 
whom they think would be a source 
of useful information about a crime,  
where and when necessary as 
prescribed by law. '  

He added that any security 
operations involving people with 
dreads should not be perceived as 
deliberate efforts to discriminate or 
infringe on their rights and liberties.  
But the aforementioned reason 
should be considered as this exercise 
of constitutional powers is meant to 
be handled politely and within the 
ambit of the law,  as same can be 

carried out on other citizens without 
dreads where and when necessary.

Security personnel are usually on 
red alert whenever they come along,  
dreadlocks.  They automatically 
assume that persons with 
dreadlocks are fraudsters, 
hoodlums and criminally minded, 
the security operative concludes.

Mr.Israel Ocheme, popularly called 
"Deco" who said that since from 
childhood, he loved to see people 
that wear dreadlocks and love to 
keep dreads as a way of life style 
and fashion.  His inspiration came 
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from Travis Greene,  an American 
gospel artist that also wears 
dreadlocks.

He narrated his ordeal with the 
security personnel on several 
occasions mistaking him for a 
criminal while on transit.  Ocheme 
said that the most important thing 
is not the dreads but your 
appearance and character should 
speak whether you are criminal or 
not.

Pastor Joel Sani with the Lliving 

Faith Church, advised youths to 
always wear a decent hair style to 
avoid any harassment from any of 
the security agencies and to avoid 
mistaken identity in the society.   
He also called on parents to ensure 
that their children wear a decent 
hair cut or style that would depict the 
kind of home training their children 
have received, including the homes 
they are coming from.

He stressed that many youths were 
killed, harassed, molested in the 
name of criminal while they are not.

METRO-FOCUSMETRO-FOCUS

Dreadlock trending among youths
By HOSEA NYAMLONG

Photos: By DANLADI DUK
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PLATEAU State beats other 
twenty-three states to be 
second to none in terms of 
Financial Management and 
reporting according to the 
rating of Nigeria Erosion and 
Watershed Management 
Project (NEWMAP) In the 
World Bank assisted project 
in Nigeria.  

T h e  S t a t e  P r o j e c t  
Coordinator of NEWMAP,  Engr.  
Levi Dechi Gofwen,  disclosed 
this while briefing journalists 
in his office in Jos,  the state 
capital shortly after receiving 
the award conferred on them 
by the World Bank recently. 

The Project co-ordinator 
said, "It was eventful for us in 
Plateau State. It is a great 
achievement and we are 
delighted sharing our joy with 
staff,  stakeholders and most 
importantly,  our Executive 
Governor,  Rt.  Hon.  (Dr)  
Simon Bako Lalong,  who 
actually breathe life into this 
project by paying the 
counterpart funds.
"This,  otherwise,  nothing 

would have happened in the 
state.  He did that generously 

and we are very grateful to 
h im .  Ac t ua l l y ,  wha t  
happened was,  each of the 2 3  
NEWMAP family states that 
participated,  Plateau State 
was singled out in terms of 
Financial Management and 
Reporting.
"This is critical in the 

implementation of project 
because in the World Bank 
Project,  documentation is key.  
All expenses in monitoring 
terms must be documented 
no matter how in terms of 
implementation and without 
this,  the bank will not 
recognize whatever you are 
doing. 
"And so,  we are found to be 

the best out of the 2 3  states 
and we appreciate God for this 
award. This is a great 
achievement for us in 
NEWMAP family Plateau State. 
It makes us unique in terms of 
Financial Management and 
Reporting. As far as the bank 
is concerned, it is one of the 
best award to receive. We are 
really grateful to God for 
standing by us to win this 
award", he appreciated. 

Gofwen, promised to 
sustain, maintain and stand 
in that position by continuing 
t o  k e e p  f i n a n c i a l  
management and reporting 
and brainstorm on other 
areas to rate as the best in all 
aspects to place the state 
high above other states in 
Nigeria.  

He, however, expressed 
concern that the NEWMAP 
Project would end this month 
of June and that, they were 
working day and night to 
ensure that all projects 
ongoing meet the date line 
especially the one at Mangu 
and Munchogopeng gully 
erosion site in Jos-South 
Local Government Area.  
  He explained some of the 

challenges faced in the 
course of these contracts 
that to include,  "when these 
contracts were signed in 
August 2 0 2 0 ,  bag of cement 
was going for # 2 , 4 0 0  and 
along the line in March 2 0 2 1 ,  
we had Covid- 1 9  and it 
became a different ball game.  
Prices jumped up and the 
procurement for the contract 
we signed cannot be 
adjusted for prices of 
contracts.

NFORMATION from other vehicles?  
lights You can get a great deal of Iinformation from the front and rear 

lights of other vehicles; for example, the 
sweep of the headlights of vehicles 
ahead approaching a bend can indicate 
the sharpness of the bend, and the brake 
lights of the vehicle in front can give you 
an early warning to reduce speed. 

Reflective studs and markings
Reflective studs and markings are a 

good source of information about road 
layout at night. To get the most out of 
them you need to be familiar with the 
Highway Code. Roadside marker posts 
reflect your headlights and show you the 
direction of a curve before you can see 
where the actual road goes. 

Cat? s eyes
Cat ? s eyes indicate the type of white 

line along the centre of the road. 
Generally, the whiter paint in the line, the 
greater the number of cat? s eyes. 
Cat? s eyes are particularly helpful when 
it is raining at night and the glare of 
headlights makes it difficult to see.

Other ways to improve observation at 
night include:

Keep your speed down when you leave 
brightly lit areas to allow time for your 
eyes to adjust to lower level of lighting.

Any light inside the vehicle which 
reflects off the windows will distract you 
and reduce your ability to see. In modern 
vehicles, the dials and instruments are 
positioned and illuminated to avoid this 
but interior lights, torchlights, rally lights 
and cigarette lighters can cause 
reflections, so you should limit their use 
as much as possible.

Certain types of spectacles-such as 
those with tinted lenses and those with 
photo chromatic lenses-may be 
unsuitable for night driving, so check 
with your optician.

Night fatigue
Night driving is generally tiring as it 

puts extra strain on your eyes, and your 
body naturally wants to slow down as 
night draws. Be aware of this problem 
and take appropriate action to deal with 
it. If you are having difficulty keeping 
your eyes open, you are a danger to 

yourself and other road users. In such 
circumstances you are an accident 
waiting to happen. Your best bet is to find 
a somewhere to stop, get some fresh air 
and rest until you are alert enough to 
continue safely.

Night driving according to Nigeria 
Highway Code (2018) is two to three 
times more dangerous than day time 
driving dur basically to poor visibility. 
Extra care is therefore required through 
the following measures:

Lower the beam of your headlights for 
both oncoming vehicles and the ones 
travelling ahead of you in the same 
direction

Reduce speed and lower beams in 
foggy weather

Use high beam ONLY when it is safe to 
do so; especially when there is no 
approaching vehicle.

Avoid looking directly into the lights of 
oncoming vehicles, instead, watch the 
right-hand edge of the road

Keep the headlights properly adjusted 
and focused

Keep the wind screen clean 
Slow down when facing glare from 

oncoming headlights,
Your security is not guaranteed at night 

as helps are inaccessible at night. 
In case of mechanical faults in the 

middle of the bush, you cannot access 
mechanics and other technicians at 
night. 

Incidences of robbery are more 
prevalent at night and helps are hard to 
come by

Drivers of articulated vehicles such as 
trucks, tankers and trailers are in the 
habits of harassing others, particularly 
smaller vehicles at night, sometimes 
deliberately pushing them out of the road 
to their graves. They do this and go scot 
free under the cover of darkness.

NOTE: Much as the you are guaranteed 
freedom of movement by the 1999 
constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, it is wiser and safer to travel less 
at night. It has been proven time and 
again that driving is easier and safer in 
the day than night. 

HE apex body of the Catholic TLaity Council of Nigeria 
(CLCN), has decried the rising 
spate of wanton killings, 
kidnapping, banditry, terrorism 
and idolatry ravaging the nation 
calling on other Parishes and 
Dioceses to beef up internal 
security arrangement to protect 
the Church from further attack. 

This was the resolution of 
CLCN at the 148 National 
Execut ive Counci l  (NEC) 
Meeting at the Archbishop A. K. 
Obiefuna Retreat, Pastoral, held 
at the Conference Centre Akwa 
Diocese in Anambra State 
recently after an in depth 
de l i be ra t i ons  and  made  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  S U N D A Y  
STANDARD in Jos, the Plateau 
State Capital. 

The resolution which was 
signed the CLCN National 
President and Secretary Hon. 
(Sir) Henry H. Yunkwap KSJI 
and Barr. Dame Chisara W. 
Egwim-Chima (LSM, JP,  DSS)  
said,  
"the general insecurity in the 

country should be a major 
source of utmost concern to all 
people of goodwill,  both the 
government and the governed.  
"We urge the government to 

live up to its responsibility of 
protecting lives and properties 
and strengthening the existing 
security platforms. The Church 
is the conscience of the society 
and must live up to this role by 
striving to bring about positive 
changes in the larger society. 
"This demands that the clergy 

and the lay faithful should live 
Christ-like life by being 
exemplary and courageous 
even in the face of violence,  
terrorism and insecurity.  We 
decry the rising spate of 
wanton killings,  kidnapping,  
banditry,  terrorism,  idolatry 
ravaging the nation" ,  it stated.  

T he  C LC N ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
condemned  the  bru ta l  
massacre of worshippers of St.  
Francis Catholic Church,  Owo,  
Ondo State and 

e m p a t h i z e d  w i t h  t h e  
immediate bereaved families 

and the Diocese of Ondo over 
the ignoble act and prayed for 
the quick recovery of the 
wounded. 

The President, said, "we urge 
the local parishes and Diocese 
to beef up internal security 
arrangements to protect the 
church from further attacks, 
while looking forward to the 
perpetuators of the heinous act 
being apprehended and brought 
to book accordingly".

However, In line with the 
Catholic Social Teachings, he 
said, "we enjoin all Catholics to 
actively participate in secular 
politics. We 

passionately urge all parishes 
to conscientize the people via 
sundry awareness programs. All 
eligible individuals should 
obtain their Permanent Voters 
Card (PVC) and exercise their 
franchise in the forthcoming 
elections. The Catholic Social 
Forum (CSF) should be up and 

doing in this direction.
"As the election year 

approaches,  the church is 
challenged to produce a 
template for good governance 
which should serve as a 
roadmap for the people in 
government. Furthermore, we 
must build robust coalition, 
s yne rgy  and  e s t ab l i sh  
formidable network with other 
relevant organizations", the 
resolution advised. 

Meanwhile, the Council also 
reacted to the unending 
negotiations between the 
unions of tertiary institutions 
and the Federal Government 
which has led to the continued 
closure of tertiary institutions 
in the country describing it as 
a contributory factor to the 
rising wave of insecurity in the 
country and called for a quick 
and permanent resolution of 
t he  seem ing  unend ing  
impasse.

Stories by EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Night driving (ii)

Laity Council decries killings, 
kidnaping and terrorism 

NEWMAP: Plateau emerges best 
in financial management

Sir Yunkwap
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IT is a sign of a very good 
player when even the euphoria 
of signing one of world football's 
most exciting attacking talents 
cannot entirely compensate for 
his departure.

This is the place where 
Liverpool find themselves - 
delighted at the record arrival of 
Darwin Nunez, but saddened at 
end of Sadio Mane's stellar six 
years at Anfield. 

Mane's move to Bayern Munich 
leaves one of the Premier 
League's greatest forward lines 
in history shorn of a key 
component - one who has 
scored 120 goals in 269 games 
to help Liverpool win every 
major trophy available.

BBC Sport looks at the impact 
the Senegal striker had at 
Liverpool and what their 
remodelled forward line needs 
to thrive without him.

As the season wore on with 
p l e n t y  o f  t a l k  b u t  n o  
confirmation of a contract 
extension for Mane, Mohamed 
Salah or Roberto Firmino 
beyond 2023, the likelihood 
grew of one or more of them 
departing.

Before the Champions League 
final with Real Madrid, Salah 
pledged he would be at the club 
next season, but Mane was 
more coy on his future and has 
now forced Liverpool's hand.

H is  depar ture  ac ts  as  
something of a bookend to the 
first phase of Jurgen Klopp's 
tenure as manager, during 
which the club have risen to the 
top of the global game.

Mane was the German's first 
major signing at Liverpool, 
taking what has become a well-
worn path from Southampton to 
Merseyside for £34m in 2016.

His 13 goals in his first season 
helped Liverpool return to the 
Champions League after a 
couple of seasons out of it, 
paving the way for the 
remarkable run of success that 
followed.

Within two years they were 
champions of Europe and 12 
months later won the Premier 
League for the first time in 30 
years.

T h e y  h ave  a l s o  b e e n  
Champions League runners-up 
twice and finished second in the 
Premier League twice, including 
the 2021-22 season in which 
they won the FA and League 
Cup.

The summer after Mane's 
arrival, Salah signed and, along 
with Firmino, formed one of the 
finest forward lines in English 
football history. It produced 338 
goals in five seasons in all 
competitions.

In that time, Mane has shown a 
positional versati l ity few 
possess, playing on the right in 
his first season, then switching 
to a predominantly left-sided 

role to accommodate Salah 
and, more recently, excelling 
centrally.

With this trio moving into or 
near to their 30s, the evolution 
of Liverpool's attacking stable 
was already well under way 
before Mane's departure, with 
the signing and integration of 
Diogo Jota and Luis Diaz and the 
recent acquisition of exciting 
young talent Fabio Carvalho 
from Fulham. 

The signing of Nunez before 
the summer transfer window 
opened was another proactive 
move from Liverpool.

Mane, though, has shown no 
signs of fading. Far from it. His 
form in the second half of 2021-
2 2  w a s  e x c e p t i o n a l ,  
contributing as much as anyone 
to the club fighting on four 
fronts until the very end.

He scored home and away 
against Villarreal in the 
Champions League semi-finals. 
It was his goal that earned 
Liverpool a Premier League 
point at Manchester City in April 
and his superb header that kept 
their title bid alive at Aston Villa 
the following month.

In total he netted 13 times in 
27 games - operating largely as 
a number nine - after helping 
Senegal win the Africa Cup of 
Nations in February. He scored 
the winning penalty in the 
shootout against Egypt in the 
final.

"For the past four or five years 
he's been unbelievable," former 
Manchester City midfielder and 
Ivory Coast midfielder Yaya 
Toure told BBC World Service.

How Sadio Mane "volleyed" 
Liverpool into the FA Cup final

"Without any disrespect to 
Mohamed Salah, who was done 
brilliantly as well, Raheem 
Sterling, Lionel Messi, Cristiano 
Ronaldo, how can you tell me 
this lad is not in the top three of 
the Ballon d'Or? How is it 

possible? 
"In term of winning trophies, he 

is up there. Liverpool at the 
moment are everywhere - 
Champions League, Premier 
League, FA Cup, League Cup."

With Mane now joining Divock 
Origi out of the Anfield exit and 
Takumi Minamino available for a 
move, all eyes will be on who 
comes in to bolster Liverpool's 
attacking resources.

An instinctive eye for goal is a 
given in a potential Mane 
successor, with the forward 
averaging 20 goals a season in all 
competitions at Liverpool, many 
of them well-taken, predatory 
first-time finishes with feet or 
head.

Last season his 16 league goals 
fell just short of his expected 
goals (xG) tally of 18.34, 
according to Opta, with his shot 
conversion rate of 16.33% lower 
than some of his peers but on a 
par with team-mates Jota 
(16.67) and Salah (16.55).

Mane has great awareness and 
timing to both find space and 
capitalise upon it. Allied to this is 
his dribbling and passing ability, 
making him as difficult a foe 
outside the box as in it.

S t r e n g t h ,  s p e e d  a n d  
acceleration are huge assets of 
his, not only in helping his 
attacking output, but for what he 
brings to a team who like to press 
fiercely from the front.

According to football statistics 
site FBref.com, Liverpool's 
proactive approach to the market 
has already paid off, with Diaz 
and Jota the two closest matches 
to Mane in style and output in the 
winger and forward categories 
respectively.

Jota provided very similar 
attacking numbers (21 goals and 
eight assists), provided an even 
more efficient pressing game and 
demonstrated a versatility to 
operate across the forward line.

In just a few months, Diaz has 

shown he can provide goals, 
assists and more from the left 
side of attack, with his 
directness and slightly superior 
dribbling helping him create 
1.54 chances per game to 
Mane's 1.21 last season.

Rather than a direct Mane 
replacement then, Nunez ticks a 
slightly different box - as a 
predominantly central striker 
with an ability to roam to good 
effect and with an elite eye for 
goal.

Last season the 22-year-old 
scored 34 goals in 41 games for 
Benfica, including two against 
Liverpool in the Champions 
League quarter-finals. But for 
some better-timed runs and 
Liverpool goalkeeper Alisson, he 
could have had three or four at 
Anfield alone.

Quick, skilful, an extremely 
proficient ball carrier - it is clear 
to see why Klopp is so enthused 
by Nunez's signing, telling the 
Liverpool website: "He has all 
the pieces we look for. He can 
set a tempo, brings energy, can 
threaten space from central and 
wide areas and he is aggressive 
a n d  d y n a m i c  w i t h  h i s  
movement."

Above all, though, Nunez can 
finish. In the past year his goals 
per shot (0.31 per 90 minutes) 
and non-penalty xG (+0.41 per 
90) puts him in the 99th 
percentile among his attacking 
peers in Europe's top five 
leagues, according to FBref.

As Klopp also recognised, the 
Uruguayan is a "work in 
progress" who will be granted 
the time to develop as part of 
some "wonderful attacking 
options".

Mane may have pushed for his 
exit somewhat, but in their 
clever forward planning and 
spending big on a supreme 
talent, Liverpool have sought to 
minimise the transition period 
to what could become another 
feared front three.

What does Mane's departure mean for Liverpool?
By Phil DawkesBBC Sport
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i g h t  m e d i c a l  
personnel are to Es t a n d  t r i a l  

accused of criminal 
negligence in the death 
of legendary Argentinian 
f o o t b a l l e r  D i e g o  
Maradona.

BBC SPORT said that, a 
judge has ordered a 
culpable homicide trial after 
a medical panel found 
Maradona's treatment was 
rife with "deficiencies and 
irregularities".

M a r a d o n a  d i e d  i n  
November 2020 of a heart 
attack in Buenos Aires, 
aged 60.

He had been recovering at 
home from surgery on a 
brain blood clot earlier that 
month.

A few days after his death 
Argentine prosecutors 
launched an investigation 
into the doctors and nurses 
involved in his care.

Last year, the panel of 20 
experts appointed to 
examine his death found 
Maradona's medical team 
acted in an "inappropriate, 
deficient and reckless 
manner".

It also concluded that the 
footballer "would have had 
a better chance of survival" 
with adequate treatment in 
an appropriate medical 
facility, according to the 
court ruling.

Among those facing 
charges are Maradona's 
neurosurgeon and personal 
doctor, Leopoldo Luque, a 
p s y c h i a t r i s t  a n d  
psychologist, two doctors, 
two nurses and their boss. 
They have all denied 
responsibility for his death.

All eight will be tried on a 
legal definition of homicide 
based on negl igence 
c o m m i t t e d  i n  t h e  
knowledge that it may lead 
to a person's death.

The crime can hold a 
sentence of eight to 25 
years in prison, according 
to Argentina's penal code. A 
date for the trial is yet to be 
set.

Mario Baudry, a lawyer for 
one of Maradona's sons, 
told Reuters that the 
football legend was "in a 
situation of helplessness" 
by the time of his death.

"As soon as I saw the 
cause, I said it was 
homicide. I fought for a long 
time and here we are, with 
this stage completed," he 
said.

The legal proceedings 
were prompted by a 
complaint filed by two of 
Maradona's daughters. 
They raised concerns about 
their father's treatment 
after the brain operation.

Media caption, 
Diego Maradona's doctor 

gave a tearful interview 
after the footballer's death

In an emotional press 

conference in November 
2020, Dr Luque cried, 
saying he had done all he 
could to save the life of a 
friend.

At one point, the doctor 
shot back at reporters: "You 
want to know what I am 
responsible for? For having 
loved him, for having taken 
care of him, for having 
extended his life, for having 
improved it to the end."

The doctor said he had 
done "everything he could, 
up to the impossible".

Diego Maradona is largely 
considered to be one of the 
greatest footballers to ever 
play the game. He was 
captain when Argentina 
won the 1986 World Cup, 
scoring the famous 'Hand of 
God' goal against England 
in the quarter-finals. 

During the second half of 
his career, Maradona 
struggled with cocaine 
addiction and was banned 
for 15 months after testing 
positive for the drug in 
1991.

The news of his death 
threw the football world - 
and his home country of 
Argentina - into deep 
mourning, with many 
thousands o f  peop le  
queuing for hours to walk 
by his coff in at the 
presidential palace in 
Buenos Aires. 

Not even the most 
f a n a t i c a l  M a r a d o n a  
supporter would deny the 
damage that years of 
addiction had done to his 
body or the debilitating 
effects of his gruelling brain 
surgery. Yet there was a 
sense in Argentina that, 
aged just 60, probably the 
greatest player ever to have 
graced the pitch was taken 
before his time. 

As the demands for 
answers grew with each 
reve la t ion  about  h i s  
treatment, the subsequent 
findings by the medical 
panel were damning in the 
extreme.

The outpouring of grief 
and respect in Argentina 
following Maradona's death 
is still fresh in the memory - 
when thousands of fans 
trooped past his flag-
draped coffin in tears in the 
presidential palace over 
three days of national 
mourning. 

It was far earlier than they 
had wanted to say goodbye 

Medical staff to be tried for
 Maradona's death

named the coach of the 
Super Eagles by the 
N i g e r i a n  F o o t b a l l  
Federation, where he 
impressed during his 14 
games in charge, losing 
only two matches as the 
Super Eagles scored 19 
goals, and conceded six.

During his stint with the 
Super Eagles, he qualified 
the team for the Chan 
tournament in Rwanda, and 
also the group phase of the 
2018 World Cup qualifiers.

However, he tendered his 
resignation as Nigeria's 

coach on February 26, 
2016, exactly a month 
before they took on the 
Pharaohs of Egypt in the 
Afcon qualifiers. His last 
managerial post was with 
Fortuna Sittard of the 
Netherlands, whom he 
joined on December 27, 
2016, but he was fired on 
February 14, 2018.

He played 63 international 
matches and scored three 
goals for Nigeria, played at 
the World Cups of 1994 and 
1998, and participated in 
the Olympic gold medal-
winning team of 1996.

ERMAN  c l ub  SV  
S t r a e l e n  h a v e  G

confirmed reaching an 
agreement with Sunday 
Oliesh to take over as their 
head coach.

Goal said that, the North 
Rhine-Westphalia-based 
side, who feature in the 
Regionalliga West league, 
reveal talks to hire the 
services of the 47-year-
old.

According to the club's 
p r e s i d e n t  H e r m a n n  
Tecklenburg, the 47-year-
o l d  f o r m e r  N i g e r i a  
international has already 
signed a one-year contract 
to handle the side and will 
start work this week.

“Yes, Sunday Oliseh will 
be our new coach,” 
Tecklenburg told reporters 
as quoted by . 

“A good 14 days ago we 
had delicious asparagus at 
the Straelener Hof. That 
was a good conversation.

“In the last 24 hours, we 
were also able to discuss 
an employment contract 
until June 30, 2023."

O l i s eh  s t a r t ed  h i s  
coaching career in Belgium 
with youth teams in the 
Belgian third division and 
was appointed the coach of 
RCS VISE Belgium in the 
Third Division during the 
2014-15 season.

In 2015-16, Oliseh was 

WAZ

Oliseh primed for coaching return 
with German club

orino defender Ola Aina Thas claimed he has “no 
regrets whatsoever” after 
his decision to represent 
Nigeria at the Africa Cup of 
Nations finals restricted him 
to fewer matches in Serie A.
Goal said that, the 25-year-
old discusses how his 
season had its ups and 
downs after representing 
the West Africans at the 
cont inenta l  f ina l s  in  
Cameroon.
Before heading to the 33rd 
edition of the competition in 
Cameroon, the 25-year-old 
was among the regular 
starters for the Serie A 
outfit but on returning from 
the tournament, where 
Nigeria failed to go past the 
Round of 16, he saw less 
game time.
 “My season was up and 
down. The first half from 
August before I left for the 
Afcon was okay, a few good 
performances and some 
things in those games I 
think were quite nice as 
well," Aina said as quoted 

.
“And then after the Afcon 
things really slowed up for 
me. I wasn't being selected 
in the starting XI and 
playing games wasn't free-
flowing as prior, but I have 
no regrets whatsoever.”
Before the Afcon, several 
clubs in Europe tussled with 
national teams arguing 
about the timing of the 
tournament, which was 
played from January 9 to 
February 6, and some even 

by BBC Sport Africa

went ahead to delay 
releasing the players while 
others did not release them 
altogether.
On whether the Afcon finals 
should be scheduled to fit in 
the European calendar, Aina 
said: “I don't think it's 
difficult because if it was a 
t o u r n a m e n t  f o r  t h e  
Europeans to go to, I don't 
think it will be a problem for 
anyone to go to.
"The next World Cup [in 
Qatar] is happening during 
the season and everyone is 
stopping because it's the 
World Cup - it 's an 
international tournament 
and there's no problem with 
that.

No regrets picking Super Eagles
“For me, I didn't have any 
issue. I was looking forward 
to it (the Nations Cup) from 
the time we had qualified to 
go and play in that 
tournament.
“I think there should be a 
middle ground. Obviously, 
as players, we understand 
that while we are away the 
team have to adapt and 
other players may take 
their opportunities and 
that's understandable and 
acceptable because we are 
not there.“In my case, 
that's what happened. 
Someone  t ook  t he i r  
opportunity and they did 
very well, and that's just 
the nature of the game.”

Aina, who can play as a 
wing-back or right-back, is 
unsure of his future with 
only a year left on his 
contract with Torino.
“Nothing is really clearer, 
but hopefully in a few 
weeks I'd know exactly 
wha t  I  am work ing  
towards,” he added. 
“Obviously a player wants 
to go to a place or team 
where they can play 
regularly. For me, that's a 
must and I wouldn't look 
anywhere if I am not trying 
to play regularly or if I can't 
force myself to play 
regularly.
“For the future, I just want 
to be able to play at the 
highest level for the biggest 
clubs possible. That's a 
dream and aspiration of 
m i ne ,  s o  hope f u l l y,  
something happens.
 “We'll see what the future 
holds,  and hopeful ly 
whatever team it is or 
whether I stay at Torino, 
they will understand that 
the African Cup of Nations 
and playing for my country 
is a big part of my career 
and life, so I will be hoping 
to continue to play for 
N ige r i a  w i thout  any  
problems.”
In total, Aina managed 21 
appearances overall and 
played 1,442 minutes for 
Torino last season. He was 
selected in the starting XI in 
17 of these appearances 
across their 38 fixtures and 
come on as a substitute on 
four occasions.

Aina

 Oliseh

Maradona

-Aina
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AVING gone from 
being a fan and mascot 
for her beloved Arsenal H

to a key player for the Gunners, 
and the first name on the 
teamsheet for her country, she 
feels like an impostor.
Her appointment as England 

captain for this summer's 
European Championship could 
h a v e  r a i s e d  e y e b r o w s  
cons ider ing  the  Arsena l  
defender's major tournament 
experience. 
She previously had only six 

minutes as a substitute in the 
2019 World Cup in France before 
landing England's top job.
But the lack of naysayers 

speaks volumes for the 25-year-
old's standing within the game. 
"Things have changed a little 

bit, haven't they?" says 
Williamson, who was yet to 
make her senior international 
debut when the last Euros took 
place in 2017 but has now made 
2 9  a p p e a ra n c e s f o r  t h e  
Lionesses. 
"Somebody said to me the 

other day that if I start that 
opening game - that would be 
my first start in a major 
tournament. Now I'm doing it as 
captain. 
"I've not maybe had the 

opportunities in the past, but 
I've been building to be ready 
for this now. It's the next bit of 

Williamson: England captain with impostor syndrome

By TOM REYNOLDS

Leah Williamson, whether she likes it or not, has become the face of England women's football.

my role models in football - you, 
Kel [Kelly Smith], Yanks [Rachel 
Yankey]. So now to be in that 
position, I feel - what's the word 
- a bit of an impostor because I 
don't see myself anywhere near 
what you guys were when you 
were playing. 
"Now somebody's looking up 

to me. They come to watch me 
week in, week out, so I'm a bit 
like, 'tough shoes to fill'."
Her appointment as the 

replacement for long-term 
captain Steph Houghton was 
greeted warmly by her England 

footballer was even feasible, but 
now top players can expect to 
earn approaching £500,000 a 
year in wages and commercial 
deals - and a home Euros is only 
going to increase the earning 
power of the Lionesses.
"My dad always said to me that 

he hoped there would be a wage, 
so that I could be a footballer as 
a job," says Williamson.
"The game has blown up. The 

opportunities that now come 
with it, obviously we benefit 
from them, but it's never been 
what I thought I was going to 

ever saw myself being in that 
position," she says.
Bu t  w i t h  t h e  g r ow i ng  

opportunit ies and media 
coverage comes added scrutiny, 
something the England players 
are all too aware of.
Williamson says conversations 

on how to approach social media 
during the Euros - "posting, not 
scrolling" and "absolutely" 
avoiding the comments - have 
taken place in the Lionesses 
camp. 
"At the 2019 World Cup, I 

didn't play, so I was fine," she 
explains. "I was on every [social 
media platform], I didn't care."
Williamson says this time she 

will be much more careful, 
though will still use it: "I'll be 
posting and I want to be 
engaging, because it's a nice 
time of my life and I want to 
celebrate with my people and 
share my story." 
Players had originally got on 

board with social media to help 
grow the game, she says, "but a 
lot of the girls have been hit hard 
by it".
"They've had to go backwards 

to remove themselves from it. 
And I don't know many now that 
are involved on their socials, 
because it's nasty."
Many female footballers face a 

constant stream of messages 
from people who want to put 
women's football down. "I think 

women footballers take the 
patronising personally, because 
it's my game, I'm here to 
protect it," says Williamson.
"I don't particularly like 

watching fencing, but I don't 
tweet to say that I don't like it.
"If you are a football fan, not a 

rugby fan, you don't want rugby 
to not exist. You just think that 
football's better, so you just 
watch football. But if it's 
women, then it means we need 
to remove it. 
" Bu t  we ' r e  n o t  g o i ng  

anywhere," she adds.
Williamson negotiates the 

wide-ranging conversation with 

all the calmness that England 

head coach Wiegman pointed to 

when she announced her 

appointment as captain. 
But the 25-year-old becomes 

like a wide-eyed child when she 

talks about the world record 

crowds of more than 90,000 

that watched Barcelona's 

Women's Champions League 

quarter-final and semi-final 

matches at the Nou Camp.
"I didn't think I'd see that in 

my lifetime," she says. "I'm 

jealous. It would have been 

unbelievable to play in."
When it comes to a home 

Euros, where England's three 

group matches and the final at 

Wembley have all sold out, that 

excitement spills over again.
"I think there's always been a 

direct correlation between 

success in a tournament and 

then what happens to the 

league off the back of it," she 

says. "I'm excited to see where 

we go and how much it can give 

to the game in this country.
"If you had told me as a kid 

that I'd be playing at Old 

Trafford, which is sold out for 

England in a home Euros, I 

would have bitten your hand off. 

It gives me chills because I just 

think that it is l iterally 

incredible."
And with that, Williamson is 

off. Off to catch a flight to Italy 

to start her summer which could 

end with her becoming the first 

England football captain to lift a 

major trophy since 1966. 
Now those are tough shoes to 

fill.

the journey, that's how I look at 
it."
During 60 minutes in her 

company strolling the streets of 
North London, nothing is off 
limits for a player England 
manager Sarina Wiegman 
called a "great leader" when 
giving her the captain's 
armband in April.
Talk of where the women's 

game is heading is why 
Williamson is chatting with 
Arsenal legend Alex Scott for a 
BBC documentary focusing on 
the future of the game in this 
country - and the world. 
She tells Scott: "When I was 

younger, I was the girl that had 

team-mates. 
Millie Bright described her as 

someone who " leads by 
example" and a "very mature 
individual" on and off the pitch. 
D e f e n d e r  D e m i  S t o k e s  
h igh l i gh ted  Wi l l i amson ' s  
"consistent" personality as a key 
trait, while Houghton said she 
was "a driven leader" with "all 
the attributes an England 
captain needs to be successful".

'We don't have to graft'
Williamson is just 25 but even 

in her time in the game the 
l ands cape  ha s  changed  
immeasurably. 
As a youngster she didn't know 

whether making a living as a 

grow up into - the complete 
landscape has changed.
"Now we are all footballers and 

that's what we do - we don't 
have another job, we don't have 
to graft. I don't know what I 
expected, but it wasn't this. It 
wasn't people recognising you 
on the street."
Speaking during the break 

between the end of the domestic 
season and joining up with 
England, Williamson will shortly 
be heading to Italy for a Gucci 
fashion show - another 
o p p o r t u n i t y  s h e  n e v e r  
envisaged. "People will invite 
you because you have influence 
in society and I don't suppose I 

Leah Williamson has won the FA Cup twice with Arsenal, 
as well as one league title and two League Cup crowns 

Ten-year-old Leah Williamson (sixth from left) was a mascot for Arsenal's 
match in the Women's Uefa Cup final in 2007 

Lifelong Arsenal fan Leah Williamson interrupted a family holiday to be a mascot and meet Theo
 Walcott at a League Cup match in 2006
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HE Board of the 
Nigeria Basketball 
Federation (NBBF) has T

commended Pres ident  
Muhammadu Buhari for 
rescinding the Federal 
Government's decision to 
withdraw the national teams 
f r o m  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
basketball.

This is contained in a 
statement by Mr Afolabi Oni, 
on behalf of NBBF Media 
Team, and made available to 

the News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) on Friday in Ilorin.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
statement, the reaction 
f o l l o w e d  t h e  n e w s  
conference presided by the 
Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports 
Development, Alhaji Ismaila 
Abubakar, to announce the 
decision.

The statement quoted 
NBBF President, Mr Musa 
Kida, as saying he was glad 

to see a decision reached 
after the back and forth.

“After the back and forth, I 
am quite glad to see that this 
decision is reached, and it is a 
major victory for basketball. 
This is what I truly will say, no 
victor and no vanquish”.

“It gladdens our heart that 
the Federal Government has 
decided to return basketball 
to where it rightfully belongs”.

“We recognise that some of 
t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
stakeholders and their effects 
are regrettable.

”Vital lessons have been 
learnt and stakeholders are 
now committed to close ranks 
in the overall interest of the 
game.

”There can be no viable 
grassroots development 
w i t h o u t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
exposure.

”No country can be an island 
while every kid who takes up 
sports wants to play on the 
global stage and represent its 
fatherland, with the resultant 
huge economic benefit to the 
child that attains global 
recognition in the game,” Kida 
said.

He also said the NBBF 
pledged, in line with its 
decision at its last meeting in 
Lagos, to set up a high-
powered and all-inclusive 
committee to reconcile every 
genuine grievance amongst 
stakeholders.

“At our last board meeting, 
we resolved to put machinery 
in motion to bring every 
genuine stakeholder to the 
table.

”We have also resolved to 

maintain a very high level of 
respect for the Federal 
Government, through the 
Ministry of Sports, as we 
recognise their supervisory 
role in line with global laws 
g o v e r n i n g  s p o r t s  
federations.

”The reconciliatory move 
will herald the necessary 
constitutional amendments 
recommended by  the  
stakeholders, through the 
FMYSD and others, as 
approved by the NBBF 
congress- the highest 
governing body of basketball 
in Nigeria,” 

Meanwhile, Super Eagles 
full-back Ola Aina has 
admitted that his 2021/2022 
Serie A season with his 
Italian side, Torino was full of 
ups and downs but disclosed 
that he had no regrets 
playing in the 2021 Africa 
Cup of Nations, AFCON in 
C a m e r o o n ,  
bestchoicesports.com.ng 
can report.

The  fo rmer  Che l sea  
defender made just five 
appearances from a possible 
16 after returning from the 
continental showpiece in 
Cameroon where Nigeria 
was eliminated in the Round 
of 16 following a 1-0 defeat 
against Tunisia

“My season was up and 
down. The first half from 
August before I left for the 
AFCON was okay, a few good 
performances and some 
things in those games I think 
were quite nice as well,”

“And then after the AFCON 
things really slowed up for 

me.
“I wasn't being selected in 

the starting XI and playing 
games wasn't free-flowing as 
prior, but I have no regrets 
whatsoever.”

“I don't think it's difficult 
b e cau se  i f  i t  wa s  a  
t o u r n a m e n t  f o r  t h e  
Europeans to go to, I don't 
think it will be a problem for 
anyone to go to.

“The next World Cup [in 
Qatar] is happening during 
the season and everyone is 
stopping because it's the 
Wor ld  Cup  –  i t ' s  an  
international tournament 
and there's no problem with 
that,” he said.

On his future in Serie A, the 
former Fu lham p layer  
remained coy desp i te  
reported interests from 
Premier League clubs, 
Crystal Palace and Leeds 
United.

“We'll see what the future 
ho l d s ,  a nd  hope f u l l y  
whatever team it is or 
whether I stay at Torino, they 
will understand that the 
African Cup of Nations and 
playing for my country is a 
big part of my career and life, 
so I will be hoping to continue 
to play for Nigeria without 
any problems,” he told BBC

In another development, 
the President, Nigeria 
Weightlifting Federation, 
NWF, Dr Ibrahim Abdul 
arrived Albania on Thursday 
ahead of the two-day 
International Weightlifting 
Federation, IWF Congress.

The physical congress, first 
in recent times, will elect new 

P r e s i d e n t ,  G e n e r a l -
Secretary as well as the new 
Executive Board of the IWF.

NWF President, Dr Ibrahim 
Abdul arrived the venue of 
the Congress by 3pm.

The two-day Electoral 
Congress will hold from June 
25 to 26.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  h i s  
attendance, Dr Abdul said 
that it was critical for the 
NWF to be fully respresented 
at the IWF Congress.

He noted that under his 

administration, weightlifting 

will be on the front burner 

both locally and globally.
 “It is important that I 

attended the Congress. The 

IWF member federations 

have been meeting virtually 

leading to this physical 

congress. It will afford NWF 

great propensity to get 

involved in international 

weightlifting activities. My 

aim, apart from the welfare 

of our athletes, is to ensure 

that Nigeria weightlifting is 

on the front burner both at 

local and global stage.
“Besides, it is an a venue 

for all federations presidents 

to gather, cross-fertilise 

ideas and collaborate for the 

development of the game in 

our various countries,” he 

said.
A total of 11 candidates 

with two US Americans are 

contesting for the post of 

President, 16 for General-

Secretary while 33 are vying 

for the posts of Vice 

Presidents

WORLD SEARCH Answer the clues and
search for the word

1. Sandy.........(6) American 
Polevaulter
2. .....Mihambo (7) German long 
jumper
3. Sadio.....(4) Liverpool/Senegal 
striker
4. Host country of the 2022 Africa 
women’s Nations cup
5. Musa.......(7) Nigeria’s head 
tennis coach
6......Troost-Ekong (8), Super 
Eagles captain

7.......Pesiero (4) Super Eagles 
coach
8......Motsepe (7) CAF president
9. Where the Olympics started 
(6)
10. Plateau....(5) Jos based 
basketball team
11. Nigeria’s Junior national 
football team (9)
12.....Warriors (8) Maiduguri 
football outfit
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Basketball ban: NBBF lauds Buhari on reversal
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