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The Senate, at plenary on 
Tuesday, however said the 
r e s i g n a t i o n  
no tw i t h s t and i ng ,  i t s  
committee would still go 
ahead with the probe.
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allegations of corruption 
raised in the petition by the 
14 justices of the Supreme 
Court.

The ex-CJN resigned his 
appointment on Monday on 
health grounds.

Muhammad.
The red chamber had, at 

plenary last Thursday, 
mandated its Senate 
Committee on Judiciary, 
Human Rights and Legal 
M a t t e r s  t o  p r o b e  

he Senate on Tuesday Tvowed to proceed with 
its ongoing probe of 
corruption allegations 
levelled against former 
Chief Justice of Nigeria 
(CJN), Justice Tanko 

 new page was turned Ain the history of 
Nigerian Judiciary Monday, 
following the sudden 
resignation of Chief Justice 
of Nigeria (CJN) Tanko 
Muhammad.

J u s t i c e  O l u k a y o d e  
Ariwoola, 67, the second 
most senior justice of the 
Supreme Court, stepped in 
as Acting CJN. He took the 
oath of office before 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to run the Judiciary 
while awaiting the Senate's 
con format ion  o f  h i s  
appointment as the 22nd 
CJN.

Jus t i c e  Muhammad  
bowed out of office with 
one and half years to his 
statutory retirement on 
health grounds. He would 
have retired on December 
31, 2024.

I t  was learnt  that  
Muhammad, who was 
appointed in 2019, had 
been battling with memory 
disorder, making him 
unable to fully discharge his 
responsibilities.

It was also learnt that the 
ex-CJN could no longer 
cope with the rigours of the 
bench, especially legal 
research.

But he didn't want some 
forces to take advantage of 
his challenge to hijack or 
influence Supreme Court 
decisions, which they 
reckoned could cause crisis 
in the country.

The protest by his 
colleague-justices against 
his management of the 
apex court exposed his 
deteriorating condition.

The 14 justices on the 

everything possible to 
make this Electoral Act 
serve the purpose for which 
it was passed and assented 
to.

“Therefore, I believe that 
we should work tirelessly to 
take note of those areas 
that we feel are not strong 
enough – that are weak 
points in the law – with a 

come up with measures, 
amendments to deal with 
the issues of weaknesses in 
the law.

“And, I'm sure it will come 
full circle when the 2023 
elections are held.

“I have no doubt in my 
mind that all of us in the 
National Assembly, not 
only in the Senate, but in 
the House as well, feel that 
we must do everything and 

 “But as we implement 
the Electoral Act 2022, we 
are supposed to be very 
observant of the strengths 
and weaknesses of the 
law.

“This law is supposed to 
improve on the electoral 
processes and procedures 
in our country.

“So, it is for us to ensure 
that where there are 
weaknesses, we try to 

of the 2023 general 
elections.

He said: “Let me say that 
this is one major landmark 
judgement by the Supreme 
Court that the National 
Assembly had done their 
job and the court upheld it.

“The idea of what method 
of primaries should be 
adopted at the moment is 
entirely left for the political 
parties to decide.

the Electoral Act as a 
“landmark” judgment that 
vindicates the National 
Assembly.

According to him, further 
amendment to the act 
would strengthen it ahead 
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Acting new CJN, Justice Olukayode Ariwoola (left) signing the oath papers being administered by 
President Muhammadu Buhari on Monday at the Presidential Chambers after the resignation of the 
former Justice Ibrahim Tanko Mohammed

NASS to amend
Electoral Act 2022 
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resident of the 
Senate, Ahmad PLawan, has said 

that efforts will be made 
b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Assembly to amend the 
Electoral Act 2022 to 
serve as safeguard 
against weaknesses 
identified in the law.

Lawan made this known 
on Tuesday during plenary 
following a matter of public 
na t i ona l  impo r t ance  
brought to the floor by 
Senator Yahaya Abdullahi 
(APC, Kebbi North).

Lawan described the 
judgement by the Supreme 
Court on Section 84(12) of 

...Senate to probe ex-CJN

  
ex-CJN's exit

Suspected memory

disorder forced

PVC: Massive turn out as Lalong declares work free day

‘FG spends N1.243 trn monthly on fuel subsidy’

Zamfara prescribes death penalty for banditry, kidnapping

Lawan Gbajabiamila

Lalong did 
not abandon 

Plateau for Lagos
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The upper chamber took 
the decision after the 
consideration of a motion 
by the Chairman of the 
Judiciary, Human Rights 
and Legal Matters, Senator 
Opeyemi Bamidele.

T h e  r e d  c h a m b e r  
accordingly resolved that: 
“Senate Committee on 
Judiciary, Human Rights 
and Legal Matters to go 
ahead with its assignment 
in the quest to find a lasting 
solution to the matter by 
interacting with relevant 

view to strengthening 
them before we finally take 
our exit in 2023.”

Rising under Order 42 of 
the Senate Standing 
Orders, Senator Abdullahi 
lauded the 9th Assembly 
for resisting the pressure 
from the executive to 
amend section 84(12) of 
Electoral Act 2022.

He also applauded the 
Supreme Court for the 
clarity, decisiveness and 
unanimity of its verdict in 
upholding the separation of 
powers principle enshrined 
in our 1999 constitution.

He said the Supreme 
Court verdict is a major 
v i c to ry  toward  t rue  
democratic governance 
anchored on the rule of 
law.

“In my view, the Supreme 
Court verdict should be 
celebrated for the following 
reasons. It restored and 
anchors the power of 
making laws to the National 
Assembly; and establishes 
a principle that once the 
president assents to a bill 
he/she can't approbate and 
reprobate, i.e. he/she 
cannot go to the courts to 
amend/reject the Bill in 
part or in whole,” he said.

Abdul lah i ,  however,  
underscored the need to 
amend the Electoral Act to 
revert to the direct mode of 
primaries.

“One issue still remains 
outstanding, and that is 
amending the act (after the 
2023 elections) to revert to 
our earlier stance on direct 
primaries.

“Our  r e cen t  nas ty  
experience of the misuse of 
consensus and delegate 
system has vindicated our 
earlier position on the 
merit of direct primaries 
provided that a verifiable 
membership register of 
political parties kept 
simultaneously at the ward 
level and with INEC with all 
the necessary safeguards 
against corruption and 
data manipulation, is put in 
place.

“As the political process 
towards 2023 unfolds, the 
National Assembly needs 
to be observant of the 
loopholes and weaknesses 
of the 2022 Electoral Act, 
so that a comprehensive 
assessment is undertaken 
to provide adequate 
grounds  fo r  mak ing  
amendments to the act 
before the end of the term 
of office of the 9th 
Assembly in May 2023,” 
the lawmaker added.

apex court bench wrote to 
the ex-CJN on the poor 
condition of service they 
were faced with.

Sources said Justice 
Muhammad got a medical 
advisory to “slow down 
drastically.”

Investigation revealed 
that the ex-CJN had 
wanted to resign about 
eight months ago, but he 
was prevailed upon to stay 
for a while.

It was also gathered that 
the resignation of the CJN 
was delayed to allow 
Justice Mary Odili to leave 
the bench, because if she 
had taken over, it would 
have been for a short 
period, thereby causing 
instability in the system. 
She retired on May 12.

Acting CJN Ariwoola will 
retired in 2024.

A source, who spoke in 
confidence, said: “Right 
from the time he took over 
from former CJN Walter 
Onnoghen, CJN Tanko 
Mohammed had been 
managing his health 
challenges.

“The weight of office as 
the CJN made him to slip 
into suspected dementia. 
Each time he had meeting 
with his colleagues, he 
would forget resolutions 
and might not follow up 
with any action.

“Apart from the rigours 
of legal research, the 
health situation of the CJN 
could not allow him to 
a t t e n d  t o  s o m e  
administrative duties, 
including non-signing of 
amended Rules of Court 
for almost three years.

“He has no disdain for his 
colleagues, but his health 
challenge accounted for 
the lapses which led to a 
letter of  protest by 
Supreme Court Justices.

“In spite of the fact that 
on March 23, the CJN 
constituted a Welfare 
Committee, all was not well 
in the Supreme Court.

“The committee on March 
24 submitted a list of 
demands by the Supreme 
Court Justices to the CJN, 
which could not be met.

“The issues raised by the 
j u s t i c e s  a r e  n o n -
replacement of  poor 
vehicles; accommodation 
problem; lack of drugs at 
the Supreme Court clinic; 
epileptic electricity supply 
to the Supreme Court; 
increase in electricity tariff; 
no increase in the cost of 
diesel; lack of internet 
services to residences and 

chambers.
Others are internal 

problems including non-
signing of amended Rules 
of Court for almost three 
years; sudden stoppage of 
two to three foreign 
workshops and trainings 
per annum for justices; no 
provision of qualified legal 
assistants

“In the midst of the 
protest by Justices of the 
Supreme Court, there was a 
medical advisory that he 
s h o u l d  s l o w  d o w n  
drastically.

“The  s i tuat ion  was  
becoming complex and to 
avoid some forces taking 
advantage of the ill- health 
of the CJN to tamper with 
crucial judgments, he had 
to quit.”

NASS to amend
Electoral Act 2022 

...Senate to probe ex-CJN
stakeholders to address 
the complaints raised in the 
petition by the Justices of 
the Supreme Court;

“Mandate the Senate 
Committee on Judiciary, 
Human Rights and Legal 
Matters to interface with 
the relevant stakeholders 
in the three arms of 
government, as well as at 
the Bar and  the Bench and 
collate aggregate views 
and positions on the short 
term, medium term and 
long term measures 

needed to decisively 
address the crisis facing 
the Judiciary, including the 
i m m e d i a t e  f i s c a l  
intervention, as well as 
long term and sustainable 
budgetary allocations, 
required for the optimal 
pe r fo rmance  o f  the  
Judiciary, in line with global 
best practices; and

“Urge the Senate to wish 
the Hon. Chief Justice well, 
following many years of 
meritorious service to the 
nation and to pray for his 
good health.”

  
ex-CJN's exit

Suspected memory

disorder forced

IT appears the two work free 
day declared by the Plateau 
State Governor, Rt. Hon. 
Simon Bako Lalong, to enable 
people register for Permanent 
Voter's Card (PVC) would not 
be enough as mammoth 
crowd trooped Registration 
Centres to participate in the 
exercise.

This is because all the PVC 
Registration Centres visited 
by our  correspondent,  
revealed that the show of 
interest by electorate to 
participate in the ongoing 
registration exercise ahead of 
the forthcoming General 
Elections was a pointer to the 
fact that people are ready to 
elect the representatives of 
their choices come 2023.

However, in the course of 
trying to ensure that their 
families gain entrance to the 
Registration Centre to be 
registered, some hoodlums 
broke the gate of Jos-South 
INEC office. It took the 
intervention of police and 
officers of the Special Task 
Force to control the situation.

Speaking to the Electoral 
Officer of Jos-South INEC 
Office in Dadin-Kowa, Mr. 
Emmanuel Fayor, he said, "a 
number of hoodlums who are 
not after the registration 
came up to this place and 
broke the gate and I had to 
call the Divisional Police 
Officer (DPO) to bring more 

hands assist.
"They almost broke the 

Machine we are using in 
registering them. I pleaded 
with them to be patient since 
this exercise may be extended, 
but to no avail. When I looked 
carefully, I discovered that 
those boys were not after the 
registration because when 
they entered, they went and 
sat down without trying to 
register.

"So, I told the Police to order 
them out, but they were 
unable to do that because of 
the crowd. I called my 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  h e  

contacted the Director in 
charged of Security to the 
Government House and at a 
point in time, I saw officers of 
the Special Task Force (STF) 
who came and helped in 
sending them out. Some of 
them did not come back here 
again ", he narrated.

Fayo r  de s c r i bed  t he  
exercise thereafter as okay 
and that the response was 
alright because all the four 
machines were working and 
the registration was going on 
smoothly. But said, "actuality, 
if I say we will finish the crowd 
today, I am a liar because of 

the way the crowd is.
" Since the holiday is meant 

for two days, we will still try 
our best to see what we can 
do. We will register a 
reasonable number today and 
before 3pm, we should be 
able to register a good 
number of people so that, at 
the end of the day, we will be 
able to capture a reasonable 
number", he assured.

Communities like Alheri, 
Jenta-Adamu, Tudun Wada 
etc, of Jos-North Local 
Government Area, people 
were seen as early as 7:00 am 
at the PVC Registration 

Centres struggling to queue 
up waiting patiently even in 
the rains, for the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC)'s officials to register 
their PVC.

The Deputy Chairman of 
Jos-North LGA, Hon. Ezekiel 
Shina Agada, who was at the 
Jos-North INEC office spoke in 
an interview with THE 
NIGERIA STANDARD. In his 
opinion, “the turnout is very 
encouraging and I really want 
to appreciate the Governor of 
Plateau State for declaring a 
two day holiday in respect of 
this issue of PVC.

"You can see for yourself 
that the turnout is very, very 
encouraging and the people 
are out to get their PVCs so 
that they will come out to vote 
in the forthcoming 2023 
elections.

I just want to appeal that 
INEC should be able to extend 
the days for the registration 
because you can see a chunk 
of population have not 
registered for their PVCs.

"Apart from this particular 
crowd, you can also see that, 
people are turning out 
enmasse all over the local 
government. I want to call on 
the people of Jos-North LGA to 
exercise patience and as they 
go on with the normal 
registration, there should not 
be any chaos so that we finish 
i t  i n  g o o d  t i m e  a n d  
peacefully", he appealed.

The Zamfara State House 
of Assembly has passed a 
bill, prescribing death 
penalty for all banditry-
related offences.

Spec ia l  Adv i ser  on  
Intergovernmental Affairs 
to the Governor, Abdullahi 
Shinkafi, said the bill would 
be signed into law Tuesday.

“Today, the governor is 
going to sign into law, death 
penalty for kidnappers, 
informants and any other 
banditry-related issues.

“The House of Assembly, 
yesterday in Zamfara 
passed into law death 
penalty to kidnappers, 
i n f o r m a n t s  a n d  t h e  
contributors.”

Shinkafi said the 'shoot 
on sight' order by Bello 
Matawalle, the governor, is 
limited to a section of the 
state.

“The issue of shoot on 
sight is only limited to Mada 
town in Gusau LG, where 
there's a rampage of 
banditry attacks on the 
i nnocen t  c i t i zens  o f  
Zamfara State,” he said.

This development comes 
on the heels of the 
governor's directive that 
residents should arm 
t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  
bandits.

Matawalle also directed 
the police command to 
issue gun licences to all who 
qualify and are willing to 
obtain firearms to defend 
themselves.

PVC: Massive turn out as Lalong declares work free day
By EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Zamfara 
prescribes 

death 
penalty for 

banditry, 
kidnapping
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A group, Birnin-Gwari 
Emirate Progressives' Union, 
(BEPU) of Kaduna State, North 
West Nigeria has cried out that 
Ansaru terrorists group has 
banned political activities in 
many communities in the 
Eastern part of Birnin-Gwari 
Local Government Area of the 
state. 

This is just as the adherents 
are reportedly calling for the 
establishment of an Islamic 
state

A statement signed by the 
Union's Chairman, Ishaq 
Usman Kasai and made 
ava i lab le  to  newsmen,  
indicates that the group has 
continued to gain strength in 
the area whereby locals, 
particularly the youth are 
being recruited.

” Infact the group continues 
to gain acceptance from many 
members of the commuties 
particularly in Old Kuyello and 
Damari of Kazage Ward.

“Even this week, two 
members of the group were 
engaged for wedding with two 
girls and will be tying the 
nuptial knots by the coming 
Saturday.

“The Ansaru (grooms) laid 
down some rules to the in-laws 
for the wedding. They ruled 
that, after the wedding, they 
will take the brides to the 
forests and live there with 
them and do not want the 
bride's to go along with any 
furniture except plates 
(coolers) and matresses 
because anything other than 
that, is not in tandem with 
the i r  be l i e f s  and  and  
convictions.”

It said the Union noted with 
dismay that the locals who 
have joined the group are 
afraid to live in the town 
because of the fear that they 
could be arrested by the police 
or security agencies .

According to BEPU “the 
clarion call among the newly 
r e c r u i t s ,  i s  f o r  t h e  
establishment of an Islamic 
state.

“The Ansaru and the newly 
recruits are of the belief that 
their numerical strength will 
help them to bring the present 
democratic government down.

“Presently, the Ansaru are 
going round distributing 
memory cards to the locals 
which contains their beliefs 
and doctrine.

“A disturbing scenario is 
where the group banned all 
political activities in many 
communities such as Damari 
of Kazage Ward. Politicians 
from these communities have 
to go far away secretly to the 
neighboring communities 
before they hold political 
meetings.

“For instance, this week an 
okada rider who lives in 
Unguwar Makera of Kazage 
Ward was seen with a sticker 
of one of the candidates vying 
for the Kaduna State House of 
Assembly  and he  was  
thoroughly beaten by the 

Ansaru.
“ P e o p l e  i n  t h e s e  

commun i t i e s  a re  now 
disenchanted and frustrated 
about participating in political 
activities.

'We don't know how the 
coming elections will take 
place in those areas. Because 
e v e n  t h e  l a s t  l o c a l  
government election did not 
hold in the area due to the 
escalating insecurity which 
made the election results to 
be declared inconclusive and 
a Sole Administrator was 
appointed overseeing the 
affairs the local government 
up to now.

“In short, the Ansaru are 
now in charge of many of the 
communities in the area and 
the group is expanding its 
occupation. They now call the 
shots and determine what is 
to be done in the villages they 
are dominating.

“Those among the locals 
who are interested in joining 
the group are increasing. 
Those who have joined 
already used to come back to 
the commuties and take 
those interested to the 

forests to spend days for 
indoctrination. When they 
come back, they usually 
narrate that, the Ansaru 
members used to tell them to 
go and join them to to fight 
Government and democracy 
in order to install Islamic 
State.

“We are disturbed that 
despite the worr isome 
development, no meaningful 
response from authorities. 
Even recently when our 
people were attacked and 8 
cars were burnt and scores of 
our people were kidnapped on 
Birnin-Gwari to Kaduna Road, 
nothing has been done by the 
Government. Government 
has never acknowledge the 
incident or sympathize with 
our community.

“Our communities are being 
attacked, people kidnapped 
and killed daily without a 
response, acknowledgement 
or report from government.

“We call on Government to 
please organise a coordinated 
security operation both aerial 
and ground to the hideouts of 
these criminals in our forests 
in order to flush them and 

THE Executive Chairman of 
Q u a ' a n  P a n  L o c a l  
Government Council, Plateau 
State,Hon. Ernest Abner Da'a 
has enjoined eligible voters in 
the locality to take advantage 
of the two days public holiday 
declared by the state 
government to register and 
acquire their Permanent 
Voters Cards ( PVCs ). 

He made the appeal in a 
statement issued and made 
available to THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD newspapers, Jos 
by his Special Adviser on 
Media and Public Affairs, 
Stephen Sarki Musa. 

He also called on the eligible 
voters to cont inue to 
patronize the designated 
I ndependen t  Na t i o na l  
Electoral Commission (INEC ) 
continuos voters registration 
centers for the registration 
exercise and cautioned them 
against waiting until the last 
minute.

According to him, with the 
two days public holiday and 
the extension of time by INEC 
for  Count inous Voters  
Registration exercise, he 
appeals to all eligible voters 
to turn out in their numbers to 
register and obtain their PVC, 
the chairman said.

The statement added that 
the advantages of obtaining 
the cards are numerous,as it 
creates opportunities for 
choices in election of credible 

leaders in the 2023 and 
subsequent elections in the 
country.

Hon. Da'a commended the 
i n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l  
Electoral Commission, INEC, 
for listening to the voices of 
the people by extending the 
period of the exercise. And 

appealed to them to provide 
more facilities and personnel 
to meet up with the upsurge in 
the number of people coming 
out for the exercise.

The chairman also called on 
traditional and religious 
leaders to join the various 
authorities of Government in 
educating and mobilizing their 
wards towards the success of 
the exercise

From JOHN FWAH,
 Kaduna 

Da'a enjoins eligible
 voters to register

Ansaru bans political 
activities in 

Kaduna communities
By DANLADI DUK

el-Rufai

Da’a

The Federal University 
Duts in -Ma  ( (FUDMA) ,  
Katsina State said that Lawal 
Abba,  the “one-man” 
protester, who carried a 
placard to register his 
d i sp leasure  over  the  
ongoing ASUU nationwide 
strike, was not a registered 
student of the institution.

This is contained in a 
statement issued by Malam 
Habibu Aminu, Publ ic 
Relations Officer (PRO), of 
the University in Katsina on 
Tuesday.

“Abba, is not a student of 
the University. He is rather, a 
ghost student who said he 
was disturbed by the 

ongoing national ASUU 
strike.

”His claims that he has 
been pursuing a Bsc Degree 
for a four-year programme 
due to incessant strike 
actions, is completely false, 
baseless, unfounded and 
misleading.

”To any sane person such 
claims wouldn't have desired 
a reply because they may 
just be a waste of time but for 

the benefit of setting the 
record straight and clearing 
the name of our exalted 
citadel institution I on 
compelled to clear such 
unwarranted statement 
which are just full of lies and 
figment of his imagination.

“ T h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
management is urging the 
media not  to publ ish 
unverified stories,” the 
management said.

SENATOR I. D Gyang, of 

Plateau North Senatorial 

District has presented an 

OPEL ZAFIRA car to 5 

loaves gospel music crew, 

to support their ministry.
Gyang had during the 5 

Loaves Album Launch at 

Zang Secondary School 

B u k u r u  o n  S u n d a y  

17/04/22, announced the 

donation of a car to support 

the group's evangelism 

ministry.
This was contained in a 

statement signed by the 

Special Assistant on media 

to Senator Gyang, Precious 

Nyako.
The  Sena t o r  wh i l e  

presenting the Car to the 
group in Jos on Saturday 
25th, June 2022, through 
his Senior Legislative Aide, 

Katsina Varsity disowns “one-man” protester
From Ibrahim Suleiman 

Ingawa, Katsina

T H E  K o g i  S t a t e  
Governor, Alhaji Yahaya 
Bello, on Monday, sworn-
in the newly appointed 
acting Chief Judge of the 
state, Justice Josiah 
Mejebi with a charge to 
strive to perform his 
duties without fear or 
favour.
Governor Bello while 

performing the ceremony 
at the Lugard House, 
Lokoja, also charged the 
erudite jurist to ensure 
quick dispensation of 
justice in the state.
He described the Chief 

Judge as a man of 
impeccable character and 
urged him to sustain the 
feat.
He promised that his 

administration will give 
him necessary support 
a n d  e n a b l i n g  
environment to perform 
h i s  du t i e s  w i t hou t  
interference.
Responding, Justice 

Mejeb i  assured the 
governor that he will  

d e l i v e r  o n  h i s  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
responsibility to the 
expectat ions of  the 
citizens of the state.
"In addition I wil l 

endeavour to uphold the 
tenet of an unbiased 
judiciary under my watch" 
the new CJ further 
promised.

Bello swears-in 
new Kogi CJ

Lawmaker present car to 5 Loaves

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

 Bello

H o n .  D a n i e l  D e m  
accompanied by other staff, 
said, the gesture is to 
promote the commendable 
evangelism activities of the 
group.

In his speech having 

received the car, the Leader 

of the group, Mr. Davou 

Choji, commended the 

Senator for his enormous 

contr ibut ions  to  the  

ministry so far.
"We are immensely 

grateful to Senator Gyang, 

a leader indeed, for this gift 

and support to our ministry. 

In him we find a father and 

mentor and we urge him 

not to be deterred by the 

outcome of the last primary 

elections. God still has good 

plans for him".
It is noteworthy also that 

in March 2022, the Senator 

had also donated a car (golf 

3 Wagon) to the Berom 

Youth Moulders Association 

- BYM and  financial 

support to the 2nd phase of 

rebuilding IDP homes in 

Berom Land after he had in 

the first phase, sponsored 

the complete roofing of 35 

houses at Jong, B/Ladi 

Local  Ggovernment Area.

From
 DORCAS PANKYEs,

 Abuja

Gyang
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THE Northern group in an 
elaborate Press Conference in 
Kaduna recently said the 
positions of those persons are 
not only incorrect, but an 
attempt to mislead the good 
people of the Northern region 
into thinking that religion or 
e thn i c i ty  i s  the  major  
determining factor for the 
voting pattern of the North
To demonstrate how untrue 

such positions of religion are, 
one can give a good example 
with the current leadership of 
the Northern Governors Forum 
which is chaired by the 
Governor of Plateau State Rt. 
Hon. Simon Bako Lalong who 
happens to be a Christian 
amidst his colleagues who are 
majorly Muslims.
“Again, such very unfortunate 

voices seem to destroy the 
foundation of unity, oneness 
and equity which the founding 
fathers of the region toiled for”, 
they said.
The group which was 

represented at the Press 
Conference held at the Kaduna 
State NUJ Council secretariat, 
by its President Zakariya 
Abdul'aziz, General Secretary 
Mr. Moses Ladan Auta and the 
Publicity Secretary Bashir Bala 
Mustapha, respectively noted 
that the position of Muslim-
Muslim ticket is divisive, 
careless and callous. “For some 
persons to say that the choice 
of a Christian from the North 
will not guarantee Northern 
votes for certain political 
parties.
“Again, such very unfortunate 

voices seem to destroy the 
foundation of unity, oneness 
and equity which the founding 
fathers of the region toiled for”, 
t h e y  s a i d .
“As a group, we are very 
concerned and disturbed by the 
utterances of some few voices 
that have attempted to push 
out their narratives (using 
religion and ethnicity) under 
the guise of speaking for the 
North over the choice of 
political party candidates and 
their running mates.
“In particular, we find it very 

divisive, careless and callous 
for some persons to say that 

THE leadership qualities of the Chairman of the Northern Governors Forum, Hon Simon Bako Lalong, the Plateau State Governor, has echoed, 
as a group under the auspices of Northern Nigeria's Front for Equity and Good Governance strongly kicked against agitations for Muslim – 
Muslim ticket as the only way for victory for the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) in the 2023 presidential election, describing the 
position as misleading and very unfortunate. JOHN FWAH, writes.

the choice of a Christian from 
the North will not guarantee 
Northern votes for certain 
political parties.
'For instance, they have 

brazenly and openly said that 
only the choice of a Muslim 
from the North as running mate 
to candidate of the ruling party 
can guarantee the votes of the 
North.
“In other words, they are 

saying that a Muslim-Muslim 
ticket is the only way to victory 
for the ruling party. This is 
m i s l e a d i n g  a n d  v e r y  
unfortunate.
“The position is not only 

incorrect, but an attempt to 
mislead the good people of the 
region into thinking that 
religion or ethnicity is the 
major determining factor for 
t h e
voting pattern of the North. 
Again, such very unfortunate 
voices seem to destroy the 
foundation of unity, oneness 
and equity which the founding 
fathers of the region toiled for.
“To demonstrate how untrue 

such positions of religion are, 
one can give an example with 
the current leadership of the 
Northern Governors Forum 
which is chaired by the 

Governor of Plateau State Rt. 
Hon. Simon Bako Lalong who 
happens to be a Christian 
amidst his colleagues that are 
majorly Muslims.
“Despite that, he has led 

them well and enjoyed their full 
cooperation and support. 
Where then is the religious 
dichotomy coming from? It is 
our strong view that this 
argument is unfair and capable 
of portraying the North as 
being politically insensitive in 
the current effort to conclude 
the nomination exercise in 
some political parties.
“Our stand has always been 

that the North is known to be at 
the forefront of promoting 
inclusive politics in the country. 
Despite some challenges, the 
Nor th  a lways  emerged  
exceptional in expressing itself 
as a nationalistic region.
“The recent stand of the 

Northern Governors Forum led 
by its Chairman and Governor 
of Plateau State, Rt. Hon. 
Simon Bako Lalong and 
political leaders, who insisted 
on power shift to the Southern 
part of the country, is a clear 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
patriotism of the Northerners 
which should not be lost by the 

actions and utterances of a few 
persons. We have always 
made sacrifices to maintain 
the unity of the country in spite 
of obvious pains in some 
instances.
“In that regard therefore, we 

insist that justice, equity and 
fairness must be allowed to 
prevail in all situations.
“To this end, the organisation 
wishes to make a clarion call 
for due regard and respect for 
the country's diversities in 
fielding candidates for national 
offices.
“Most importantly, offices of 

the President and the Vice 
President of the country 
require careful thought and 
balance in the current fragile 
state of affairs where the main 
concern is to bring all 
segments on board. This, 
when done would sustain the 
current political balance 
thereby ensuring peace and 
harmony.
“While we believe that 

competence should always be 
considered, it needs to also be 
stressed that as a result of the 
perceived attempt to neglect 
the critical aspect of justice 
and fairness in building our 
national unity, some actors are 
trying to overheat the polity.
“Others who are sensing 
exclusion on the grounds of 
faith or ethnicity are also 
agitated. This ought not to be 
so because the North has 
respected and supported 
power sharing arrangements 
(written and unwritten) 
overtime”, they said.
The group therefore called on 

the political leaders to, as a 
matter of national concern, 
demonstrate appropriate 
p a t r i o t i s m  a n d  m a k e

necessary  sac r i f i ces  to  
maintain peace, promote unity 
and stability in the country by 
insisting on fairness, equity and 
j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l  p e o p l e  
irrespective of their faith, 
ethnicity, state of origin and 
others”, adding” The North is 
one and we must remain 
united.
“The North has done justice 

and fairness to other parts of 
the country; it is therefore 
imperative that such should be 
seen within it in terms of equal 
opportunities to all. We have no 
doubts in our minds that our 
leaders are mindful of this and 
do not have to wait to be served 
a reminder to do the needful.
“While we appeal for calm and 

decorum on the part of all, 
citizens and leaders alike, we 
reiterate our call to religious, 
polit ical, tradit ional and 
community leaders in the North 
to bring their voices to the fore 
in stopping the very toxic 
narrative by a few selfish voices 
who are bent on creating 
divisive tendencies in the 
Northern region.
“For equity and fairness in 

handling sensitive issues that 
have a bearing on our peaceful 
coexistence and shared 
prosperity, inclusion should be 
our collective pursuit as against 
exclusion”, it added.
According to them the unity 

which puts the general good 
above personal and group 
interests was initiated and 
sustained by their revered 
father, the Sardauna of Sokoto 
and Premier of the Northern 
Region, the Late Sir Ahmadu 
Bello; late Sir Kashim lbrahim; 
Late J.S. Tarka and a host of 
others in spite of political, 
ethnic and religious differences.

APC VP: As group echoes Lalong’s name 

“The group which was represented at the Press Conference held at 

the Kaduna State NUJ Council secretariat, by its President 

Zakariya Abdul'aziz, General Secretary Mr. Moses Ladan Auta and 

the Publicity Secretary Bashir Bala Mustapha, respectively noted 

that the position of Muslim-Muslim ticket is divisive, careless and 

callous. “For some persons to say that the choice of a Christian 

from the North will not guarantee Northern votes for certain 

political parties”.

Tinubu Lalong
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 THE National Human Rights 
Commission NHRC has called 
for the eradication of t 
torture,  inhuman and 
degrading treatment or 
punishment meted out on 
citizens by security and law 
enforcement personnel.
The Executive Secretary of 

the Commission, Chief Tony 
Ojukwu, SAN, made this call 
in Abuja Over the weekend 
as Nigeria joins the rest of 
the world to commemorate 
the 2022 International Day 
in Support of Victims of 
Torture. The Day is observed 
on 26 June every year.  
The Executive Secretary 

called on security agencies to 
desist from any form of  
t o r tu re  i nhuman  and  
degrading treatment while 
carrying out their operations, 
urging them to embrace 
international best practices 
in conducting investigations 
which according to him gives 
high regard to respect for 
human rights. Ojukwu 
equally expressed concern 
over  pr ivate c i t i zens '  
involvement in this ugly 
practice, describing it as 
deeply disturbing to the 
Commission.
According to the Chief 

Human Rights Officer, “the 
internat ional  event is  
s igni f icant because i t  
provides the opportunity to 
reassess the conduct of law 
enforcement agencies, 
groups, and individuals in 
order to ensure that they 
operate within the ambit of 
nat ional ,  reg ional ,  or  
international law.
The Senior Advocate of 

Nigeria disclosed that 
violation of the right to 
freedom from torture and ill-
treatment has remained one 
of Nigeria's highest recorded 
human rights violations. “A 
good  number  o f  t he  
complaints treated by the 
Commission during the 
Independent Investigative 
Panel on Alleged Human 
Rights Violations by Officers 
of the disbanded Special  
Anti-Robbery Squad and 
other Units of the Nigeria 
Police relates to several 

incidents of torture, cruel, 
inhuman and degrading 
treatment by the Police, our 
records are there to show,” 
he said.
He further stated that the 

commission has conducted 
severa l  t ra in ings  and 
developed manuals on 
mainstreaming human rights 
in the operations of the law 
en f o r c emen t  o f f i c i a l s  
including those involved in 
c o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y  
operations in the northeast. 
Similarly, he said the 
commission has embarked 
on a series of advocacy visits 
and conducted inspections in 
detention facilities across the 
country to ensure that their 
operations are in line with 
international human rights 
standards. “Where we are 
not satisfied with what we 
o b s e r v e ,  w e  m a k e  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  
appropriate authorities for 
improvement ”  Ojukwu 
added.
Finally, the Human Rights 

b o s s  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  
government to up its game in 
prov id ing the needed 
security to everyone living in 
Nigeria in order to protect 
them from falling victims of 
the dreaded kidnap activities 
which have recently become 
the order of the day, 

expressing concern that 
many victims have lost their 
lives as a result of the 
inhuman treatment in which 
they are subjected to. “The 
government must put a 
mechanism in place to get rid 
of these syndicates and 
prosecute those of them that 
have been arrested to serve 
as a deterrent to others” he 
added.

Coalition for Peace, Progress 
endorses Dogara for VP 

From
JOHN FWAH Kaduna 

 A Northern group, the 
Coalition For Peace and 
Progress says the best 
suited person  to hold the 
position of Vice President 
u n d e r  t h e  A P C  
government  i s  Hon 
Yakubu Dogara, the 
former Speaker of the 
F e d e r a l  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  
Coordinator of the group, 
Dr. Muhammad Chindo, 
during a Press conference 
at NUJ Kaduna State 
Council secretariat, said, 
"we of the coalition for 
peace and progress, have 
unanimously come to the 
conclusion that the best 
person most suited to 
hold the position of the 
future Vice President 
under the APC, is none 
other than the Rt.  
Honou rab l e  Yakubu  
Dogara, former Speaker 
of the Federal House of 
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
Nigeria.”

He said, the coalition 
took into considerations a 
number of factors in 
arriving at the group's 
decision to pick Rt 
Honou rab l e  Yakubu  
Dogara as running mate 

to Asiwaju Bola Tinubu. 
"It is imperative that 

the future Vice President 
must be a Christian who 
c o u l d  t r a n s c e n d  
primordial sentiments 
bordering on religion, and 

the twin evils of tribalism 
and sectionalism. Such a 
person must also be a 
good Christian who could 
promote the cause of 
unity and togetherness 
among the diverse and 
heterogeneous citizens of 
our great country.”

From DORCAS PANKYES,
 Abuja

Farouq

 THE National Population 
Commission, (NPC) has said 
that it is going to use a total 
of 13,500 field functionaries 
for the upcoming trial 
census in Nigeria.

The field functionaries 
compr i ses  o f  11 ,510  
E n u m e r a t o r s ,  1 , 5 2 9  

Supervisors and 823 facilities 
for the trial Census toward 
2023 population and Housing 
Census.

The Chairman National 
Population Commission, 
Nasir Isa Kwarra made this 
known  during the flagg off 
ceremony of state level trial 
Census training in Lokoja, 
Kogi State.

The chairman who was 
represented by the Federal 

From AMEDU JOSEPH, 
Lokoja

c ommi s s i o ne r  o f  t h e  
Commission in Kogi State, 
Professor Jimoh Habibat Isah 
said, the trial Census will 
cover thirty six states and 
federal capital territory.

He assured that the trial 
census will be carried out 
meticulously, professionally 
and scientifically to provide a 
good foundation for the 
smooth conduct of the 2023 
population and Housing 
Census.

He said that six local 
government areas will be 
selected from six states in 
the six geo-political zones of 
Nigeria for full population 
enumeration while forty-five 
EAs shall be selected each 
from the remaining thirty 
states and FCT.

“In total, four thousand, 
six hundred and eight EAs 
have been selected for this 
trial census to test run their 
suitability and readiness for 
the actual census.

“The quality of the 
personnel for the trial census 
has a great impact on its 
ou tcome.The  need  t c  

2023 census: NPC to use field functionaries for 
trials p r o p e r l y  t r a i n  t h e  

enumerators and supervisors 
at the state level cannot be 
over  emphas ized,”  he 
stressed.

According to him, the 
commission is determined to 
successfully conduct the trial 
census in their quest to 
deliver a credible, reliable, 
acceptable and verifiable 
census to the nation.

He further disclosed that 
t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  h a s  
introduced new technologies 
such as census PAD and CSP 
to ensure that the upcoming 
trial census serves as a good 
rehearsal that will make the 
2023 Population and Housing 
Census credible, reliable and 
acceptable.

“To ensure that the trial 
Census does not lose focus in 
view of predetermined 
objectives and processes, 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
instruments have been 
developed to assess the 
extent to which objectives 
are being met or not and 
whether the processes are 
being adhered to or not.

 THE Chairman, Bauchi 
Loca l  Government  
Council, Hon. Mahmood 
B a b a  M a ' a j i  h a s  
assured communities of 
Kofar Dumi Ta Gabas 
and Kofar Dumi Ta Kasa 
of Majidadi B  that his 
council would exhibit 
justice in the planned 
construction of water 
drainage cutting across 
the two wards.

Hon. Mahmood Baba 
Ma'aji was speaking 
while being conducted 

Bauchi LGA boss assures communitie of justice
From ABBAS GUNGURA, 

Bauchi

r o u n d  t h e  w a t e r  
flooding ways affecting 
the two communities, 
along with a joint team 
that comprised his 
council, Engineers, 
BASEPA and Bauchi 
council Directors, SSS 
director, Township DPO, 
Ward heads and some 
elders.

The Bauchi council 
chairman assured that 
the joint team and 
o t h e r  
stakeholders/elders in 
the communities would 
sit to arrive at a 
d e c i s i o n  f o r  t h e  

drainage construction 
that could minimize 
flooding that has for 
more than a decade 
b e e n  r a v a g i n g  
inhabitants of the area.

Cha i rman  Baba  
Ma'aji said he would 
after the team and 
stakeholders' decision 
report to Governor 
B a l a  A b d u l k a d i r  
Mohammed about the 
flooding ravaging the 
two communities for 
the state government's 
intervention and the 
way forward on the 
problem.

B a b a  M a ' a j i  
described the two 
K o f a r  D u m i  
communities as birds 
of the same feathers 
who should bury their 
minor differences to 
flock together into the 
peace fu l l y  l a rge r  
B a u c h i  s o c i e t y  
championing its socio-
economic, political and 
cultural development 
for the benefit of all.

It could be recalled 
that the Kofar Dumi ta 
Gabas community 
Sunday reached a 
decision to cut-off the 
state government's 
newly constructed 
Kofar Dumi road to 
provide for water 
passage fo l lowing 
flooding affecting four 
houses and Jordan 
Jumu'at Mosque in the 
ward.

The cutting off of the 

Kofar Dumi new road to 
provide for water flow 
from the side of Kofar 
Dum i  Gabas  was  
however reacted to by 
communi t ies  f rom 
Kofar Dumi Kasa who 
s o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  
flooding would over 
loaded to them, and 
who for over a decade 
been suffering from 
ravages of annual 
flooding affecting over 
50 houses, as it had 
f o u r  y e a r s  a g o  
consumed the lives of 
three school children.

Speaking during the 
inspection visit to the 
flood affecting sites, 
the Ward Head of Kofar 
Dumi ta Kasa, Alhaji 
Ibrahim Mai Unguwa 
said, following the 
protest Sunday by 
some people in his 
domain, he took along 
with him some elders to 
the Bauchi council 
Chairman, Hon. Baba 
M a ' a j i  t o  l o d g e  
compla in t  on the  
matter.

Alhaji Ibrahim Mai 
Unguwa commended 
the sagacity of the 
council chairman, Hon. 
Ma'aji for listening to 
their grievances, where 
Ma'aji assured of site 
visit to the affected 
waterways Monday 
which they did today, 
and appealed to people 
to remain calm for 
possible solution to the 
flood problem by the 
Bauchi LG council.  

NHRC calls for torture, degrading 
treaments eradication

Bello

Dogara
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THE 2023 elections are 
around the corner and 
political activities are 
ga in ing  momentum.  
Ral l ies and pol i t ica l  
meetings are the order 
even though it is yet eight 
months away from when 
the elections are to be 
held.  It is expected that in 
the next few weeks, the 
tempo of political activity 
would increase and usual 
hyped up activities would 
again become the order. 
Since the conclusion of the 
p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n s ,  
alliances and realignments 
have occupied the time of 
the political gladiators and 
they have been cautious 
not to further hurt the 
many interests that exists 
so as to alienate the 
various candidates.

Unfortunately, mundane 
things that should not 
have stirred up issues and 
the things that have 
o c c u p i e d  p o l i t i c a l  
d i s c o u r s e  a n d  i s  
threatening to tear apart 
the disparate groups and 
interests in the country. 
What should not have 
mattered at all seem to be 
what is central at the 
moment? All parts of the 
country are brandishing 

the religious card. They are 
threatening hell should 
their interests not be 
reflected in the various 
choices that would be 
made of the leaders that 
would govern the country 
come 2 0 2 3 .  

For the moment, issues 
that have taken the centre 
stage are not those that 
would in any way impact on 
the society positively. 
Instead, issues that would 
further polarize the society 
have become the order. For 
instance, what value has 
the Muslim/Christian or 
Christian/ Muslim ticket 
added to the country since 
1999 when democracy was 
restored in Nigeria? I dare 
say none. But that is the 
way of our country where 
what matters are our 
sentiments not what value 
or quality can be added for 
the growth of the society.  
We invest so much energy 
fighting on behalf of our 
religion,  tribe and region 
that we forget the real 
essence of governance.  

And because our politics is 
warped and laced with 
selfishness, we are not able 
to develop our potentials. 
Look at how endowed our 
country is yet we depend on 
o the r  l e s s  endowed  
c o u n t r i e s  f o r  b a s i c  
provisions. Our democratic 
experience in the fourth 
republic is over twenty 
years, yet we glorify the 
past rather than making 
progress. We talk glowingly 
about what used to be 
instead of how much we 
have improved. That is the 
sad reality that has come to 
define our present day 
democracy. Painfully, we 
seem to have learnt 
nothing from the past and 
are not building our 
i ns t i tu t i ons i n any 
sustainable manner.  

Our  educa t i on  ha s  
suffered these past years. 
As a result, we have failed 
to do right. This is reflected 
in the fact that our health 
institutions have become 
mere consulting clinics. 
And, indeed, we have not 
only lost our value systems 
b u t  o u r  s e n s e  o f  
responsibility have taken 
flight. Look at our road 
infrastructure, they are in 
very deplorable and sorry 
state even when we churn 
out engineer's year in and 
year out from our 
institutions of learning.

What about other aspects 
of life? They are all full of 
decay and nothing is being 
done to bring us out of the 

wood but we occupy our 
time with what should not 
be. 

Some of us have made 
deliberate efforts to 
ensure that majority of the 
population remain as 
uneducated as possible so 
that we can always find an 
army of destitute to be 
used to fight our wars. Yes, 
we would rather have a 
follower ship that would 
die fighting for us rather 
than those who would 
make rational decisions 
a n d  a s k  t h e  r i g h t  
questions. Because of the 
very large i l l i terate 
populat ion we keep 
feeding them wrong 
information that are not 
found in either of our 
religious books so that 
when our interests and 
ambitions are unfulfilled, 
we go back there fetch 
t h e m  a n d  u n l e a s h  
mayhem on the very 
society we aspire to lead.

So fighting for and on 
behalf of God has become 
the order. The 'mallam 
yace' would die for what 
they truly know nothing 
about. And their rewards? 
H u n g e r ,  d i s e a s e ,  
kidnapping,  banditry,  and 
lack of good quality 
schools,  hospitals and 
other infrastructure.  Yet 
twenty something years 
after we have refused to 
wise up and act like 
reasonable beings.  Again, 
we would rather travel the 
part to perdition than 
change course and 
redeem ourselves.  So 
long as we al low 
ourselves to be toyed with 
we will continue to turn in 
c irc les and not get 
anywhere. We would keep 
being messed up and 
accept to continue to 
wallow in abject poverty 
rather than carve a niche 
for ourselves and make 
progress.

We must therefore, not 
make the same mistakes 
like we did in the past. We 
must choose quality over 
sentiments. We must 
accept that we are 
stronger as a collective 
rather than as single 
entities. We must begin to 
set agendas and move 
away from being tools in 
the hands of a few who 
truly do not believe in the 
Nigerian project but their 
own interests alone.  That 
way we would not be 
taken for granted and the 
bumpy rides that we have 
been made to go on would 
be stopped.

P L A T E A U  S t a t e  

Government has debunked 

allegations and described as 

false, some media reports 

that said Governor Simon 
Bako Lalong had abandoned 
governance of his state 
relocating to Lagos State to 
lobby for Vice President post.  

Government’s response to 

the allegations was given in a 

statement signed by the 

Director of Press and Public 

Affairs to the Governor, Dr. 

Simon Makut Macham.
"The attention of the 

Governor of Plateau State 
has been drawn to a story 
published by Sahara 
Reporters on its online 
platform dated 24th June 
with the caption "How 
Governor Lalong abandoned 
P l a t e a u  f o r  L a g o s ,  
desperately lobbying, 
squandering state resources 

to become Tinubu's Running 

Mate-Sources", which is 
being consumed and 
circulated by innocent 
persons that are unaware of 
its falsehood,  mischief and 
bad taste" said the 
statement.  

The statement described 

the report as "The perfect 

case study for fake news, 

yellow journalism, and 

sponsored hatchet job". 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

statement: “The “Source” 
also claimed that the 
Governor is spending 
billions of the state’s funds 
for the said endeavour" .
"But to put the records 

straight,  Governor Lalong 
has not been to Lagos in the 
last couple of months. The 

last time he was in Lagos was 

during the inauguration of 

the Dangote Fertilizer Plant 

and the new Murtala 

Mohammed International 

Airport Terminal which was 

performed by President 

Muhammadu Buhari and 

a t t e n d e d  b y  m a n y  

Governors". 
"We cha l l enge the 
"Source"  to come up with 
the details or at least show 
pictures of Governor Lalong 
in the "relocated"  part of 
Lagos if he has any" .
"On the contrary,  we have 

many reports of official 
engagements of the 
Governor in Jos and Abuja 

where he performed his 

official duties that were 

widely reported by the 

media. The "source" who 

perhaps lives on another 

planet has either chosen to 

demonstrate total ignorance 

or go on with his mischief". 
The statement referred the 

public and Sahara Reporters 

to the official handles of the 

Gove rnmen t  and  t he  

Governor's Directorate of 

P r e s s  

(https://www.facebook.com

/ p l s g d o p p a ;  
https: //www.facebook.com

/PLSGov)  for stories and 
pictures of the Governor's 
activities and engagements 
during the period the 
allegations were made.

On the "billions" purported 

to have been spent by the 

Governor, the statement 

described it as cheap 

allegations that are without 

substance, adding that "The 

"source" could not quote a 

figure even after the claim of 

having collaborators at the 

office of the Accountant 

General" because it lacks 

facts to back it up. It is 
urging members of the 
public to disregard the 
fabrication which is totally 
false and another gimmick 
sponsored by opponents of 
the government.  

The statement challenged 

writers of the story for not 

giving a fair hearing to both 

sides and advised Sahara 

Reporters to uphold one of 

the most basic tenets of 

journalism which is fair 

hear ing and ba lanced 

reporting which demands 

that two sides of every story 

are presented to the public 

always.
"It is clear that Sahara 

Reporters has availed the 
enemies of Lalong their 

platform for misinformation 

and mischief. We wish to 

remind those behind this 

hatchet job to calm down 

over Governor Lalong's 

name being considered for 

running mate to Asiwaju Bola 

Tinubu, APC Presidential 

candidate Stating further "It 

is not a coincidence or matter 

of lobby that his name keeps 

resonating, it's because he 
fits the post and is ably 
qualified in his own right" .

Based on Lalong's political 
"Let everyone remember 

that it is God who gives 
power to whomsoever he 

pleases" the statement 

stressed.

“

“

So fighting for and on 
behalf of God has 
become the order. The 
'mallam yace' would 
die for what they truly 
know nothing about. 
And their rewards? 
H u n g e r ,  d i s e a s e ,  
kidnapping,  banditry,  
and lack of good 
q u a l i t y  s c h o o l s ,  
hospitals and other 
infrastructure. Yet 
twenty something 
years after we have 
refused to wise up 
a n d  a c t  l i k e  
reasonable beings. 
Again, we would 
rather travel the part 
to perdition than 
change course and 
redeem ourselves.  So 
long as we allow 
ourselves to be toyed 
with we will continue 
to turn in circles and 
not get anywhere. We 
would keep being 
messed up and accept 
to continue to wallow 
in abject poverty 
rather than carve a 
niche for ourselves 
and make progress.

By PALANG KASMI

Lalong did not abandon 
Plateau for Lagos 

Sending wrong signals

- govt spokesperson 

THE Executive Chairman of 
Bogoro Local Government 
Counci,  Hon.  Iliya Habila,  
has admonished all ethnic 
communities living in the  
local government area to 
use their various platforms 
to promote the unity and 
development of the area.
  This was  contained in a 
press statement signed by 
the Local Government 
Information Officer,  Gomna  
James and made available to 
THE NIGERIA STANDARD 
in Jos,  the Plateau State 
capital after delivering his 
goodwill message during a 
football match between Zaar 
community and Ayaah 
community of Bogoro LGA.
  The Chairman charged the 
Zaar (sayawa)  and Ayaah 
(Boyawa)  two indigenous 
tr ibes in Bogoro to 
contribute to the progress of 
the local economy saying,  
"the development of Bogoro 
LGA will have no positive 
i m p a c t  w i t h o u t  t h e  
cooperation of the existing 
different ethnic groups living 

By EZEKIEL DONTINNA

in the area.
  "I urge the good people 

of Bogoro LGA to support the 
administration of Governor 
Bala Mohammed towards 
s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  
developmental blueprint laid 
for our dear state" ,  he 
admonished

He,  thanked the organizers 
of the football match and 
urged leaders of ethnic 
groups to sensitise their 
members on the dangers of 
disunity and attitudes that 
breed hatred among them in 
the area.

Ear l ier, the branch 
Chairman of Zaar Youth 
Development Association 
(ZAYODA) ,  Comrade Habila 
Yawa Ndit, said, the 
objective of the football 
match was to reactivate the 
spirit of unity,  love for one 
another and create a 
p l a t f o r m  f o r  m o r e  
development support in 
Bogoro LGA and Bauchi 
State.
 

Ethnic groups tasked on
promoting unity for 

development

Lalong
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News

 IT was a gathering of 
distinguished personalities as 
Dr. Shitnaan Ari; son of 
Industrial Training Fund, (ITF) 
Director General, Joseph Ari 
got married to his hearthrob 
Laetitia.

The wedding took place on 
Saturday, June 25, 2022 at St. 
Monica's Catholic Church, 
State Lowcost, Jos Plateau 
State.

Among dignatories that 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  C h u r c h  
solemnisation were Plateau 
Governor Simon Bako Lalong 
and his wife Regina, Deputy 
Speaker, House of Reps, Rt. 
Hon.Ahmed Idris Wase,  
former Plateau Governors Sen. 
Jonah David Jang and his wife 
Talatu, Samuel Bitrus Atukum, 
Fidelis Tapgun, including 
member representing Plateau 
Southern Zone, Senator Nora 
Daduut ,  and Execut ive  
Secretary, Nigerian Christian 
Pilgrims Commission.

Other distinguished guests 
that graced the event were 
ministers, parliamentarians at 
the national and state levels, 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  
politicians, traditional rulers, 
members of the academia, 
business men and women, and 

people from the public and 
private circles.  

Seven Bishops led by Bishop 
Matthew Audu of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Jos were 
among the clergy who 
attended, including members 
of the Knights of St. Mulumba, 
family members and friends of 
the couple.

Governor Simon Bako 
Lalong in his remarks 
described the groom as his 
son and prayed  God to bless 
and give the couple a peaceful 
home.

He stated that anytime he 
attends celebrity weddings, 
he admonishes the couple to 
remember the cream of 
distinguished guests that 
gathered to grace the 
ceremony to play their part by 

keeping to their promise of 
marriage.

In a homily, Archbishop of 
Jos, Rev. Fr. Matthew Audu 
described marriage as a step 
of faith which couples are 
willing to take because of 
love.

He decried the high level of 
broken homes in the society 
blaming it on selfish attitude, 
lack love and respect which 
spouses display to one 
another.

He challenged the couple to 
show each other love, build 
their home on Biblical tenets 
and bring God into their home 
with prayers.

Bishop of Nasarawa State, 
David Ajang, performed the 
martial rites urging the couple 
to keep to their promise to 
each other.

Monarch for collaborating 
with his administration to 
organize a unique social 
cultural programme "tagged" 
Unity Day with the aim of 
bringing people of area 
together irrespective of tribe, 
r e l i g i o n  a n d  e t h n i c  
differences.

He urged the Monarch to 

continue to be a unifier and 
nationalist who worked with 
other patriots to strengthen 
the unity of the state and the 
country through his efforts 
and advocacy as a great 
Monarch.

Usman also wished Pozoh 
Johnson JauroMagaji sound 
health and many more years 

THE Executive Chairman of 
Jos North Local Government 
Council, Shehu Bala Usman 
has congratulated the Ujah 
Anaguta, Pozoh Johnson 
Jauro Magaji on the occasion 
of his one year anniversary on 
the throne.

T h e  C h a i r m a n  i n  a  
congratulatory message 
described Pozoah Johnson 
Jauro Magaji as a unifier who 
believes in the unity, love and 
security of his domain as well 
as uniting his community as 
an agenda for development.

He explained that his 
administration had enjoyed 
the support, cooperation and 
understanding of the ujah 
since his accession on the 
throne.

Usman who conveyed his 
greetings on behalf of his 
Deputy, Leader and Members 
of the Council, Legislative and 
Executive Arm as well as the 
good and hospitable people of 
Jos North Local government 
Area, not that the Ujah 
Anaguta Pozoh Johnson Jauro 
Magaji is a kind-hearted King 
whose reign endeared many 
towards the well-being of his 
people.

H e  c o m m e n d e d  t h e  

Jos North boss eulogizes Ujah 
Anaguta on anniversary

Lalong, others grace DG ITF son’s
 wedding

Guluwa facilitates with   
pastor Sagai on birthday 

CP Onyeka deploys policemen to secure FCVMLT, Vom

EXECUTIVE Chairman 

Bokkos LGC, Hon Joseph 

Guluwa has congratulated   

Hon Pastor Alheri Sagai on 

his birthday.
In a statement issued, 

Guluwa prayed our Lord, 

grant him many more 

years to serve Him and 

humanity.
The chairman noted that 

the man of God has over 

the years been a blessing 

to the people and served 

the Lord diligently.

Rector's community gets 
classroom block, borehole

 T H E  K o g i  S t a t e  
government through the 
State Community and Social 
Deve lopment  Agency,  
(KCSDA), has honoured the 
Rector with the provision of 
c l a s s room b lock  and  
borehole worth N14.9m to 
his community, Angwa 
Ogebe, in Ankpa Local 
Government Area of the 
State.

 The Head, Public Relations 
and Protocol Unit of the 
institution, Uredo Omale in a 
statement made available to 
Our correspondent in Lokoja 
on Saturday  noted that the 
General Manager of Kogi 
Community and Social 
Deve lopment  Agency,  
(KCSDA) Alhaji Dauda 
Momoh, while speaking at 
the flag off of the projects in 
A n k p a ,  l a u d e d  t h e  
exemplary and resourceful 

leadership style of Governor 
Yahaya Bello as evidenced in 
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  r u r a l  
communities in Kogi State 
continue to benefit from the 
Wor ld  Bank  ass i s t ed  
projects which are executed 
t h r o u g h  c o u n t e r p a r t  
funding.

 The statement posited 
that Alhaji Momoh assured 
the people of Angwa and 
other communities of the 
s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
determination to provide 
their basic needs through 
the interventions of the 
agency.

 The General Manager 
according to the release also 
applauded the Rector of Kogi 
State Polytechnic, Dr. Salisu 
Ogbo Usman for being a 
committed disciple of His 
E x c e l l e n c y ' s  g o o d  
governance, vision and for 

being a worthy ambassador 
of his community as 
reflected in the facilitation of 
the projects and payment of 
counterparts fund on behalf 
of the Angwa- Ogebe 
community.

 In his remark, the Rector, 
Dr.  Usman descr ibed 
Governor Yahaya Bello as a 
selfless and people oriented 
leader who is passionately 
c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
development of every part 
of the state, particularly the 
rural areas.

  Dr Usman, urged the 
Angwa- Ogebe community 
to utilise the fund prudently, 
transparently and efficiently 
so as to just i fy the 
confidence reposed in them.

 The Rector assured his 
community of Governor 
Bello's unrestrained efforts 
to see to the completion of 
all projects initiated by his 
administration for the 
benefit of mankind.

 He stressed that the 
achievements recorded thus 
far in Kogi State Polytechnic, 
Lokoja and the facilitation of 
the projects would never 
have been possible without 
the uncommon support, 
invaluable encouragement 
and enabling environment 
created by His Excellency, 
Alhaji Yahaya Bello.

  He described the 
Governor as a promise 
keeper and pillar of support 
at all times.

 Earlier, Dr. Usman had 
joined the KSCSDA team in 
flagging, off similar projects 
at Abache Community in the 
same Local Government, 
w h e r e  c h e q u e s  f o r  
construction of a clinic and a 
b o r e h o l e  w e r e  a l s o  
presented to the Youth 
leader of the community.

The issue of security was 
the focal point of discussion 
between the Commissioner 
of Police Plateau State 
C o m m a n d ,  C P  
B a r t h o l o m e w  N .  
O n y e k a , a n d  t h e  
management of  Federal 
College of Veterinary and 
M e d i c a l  L a b o r a t o r y  
Technology, Vom, Jos when 
the CP visited following a 
distress letter he received 
from the institute recently.

While speaking at the 
secur i ty  meet ing,  the 
Commissioner of Police 
said that he was in the 
institute as the Chief of 
Internal Security in the State 
to deliberate with the 
management of the institute 
on how to strategize and 
make it habitable and 
conducive for learning.

The  P la teau  Po l i ce  
helmsman hinted that most 
of the hoodlums, terrorizing 
the staff and students could 
be people within the school 
community, since it was 
alleged that the assailants 
usually cover their faces 
when they come around. 

CP Onyeka further tasked 
the school management 
especially the representives 
of students union to provide 
information that will assist 
the Police nip crime in the 
bud, adding that, part of 
their role as SUG officials 
involves securing those who 
elected them leaders.

To adequately secure the 
institute; the CP directed the 
Department of Operations 
(DOPs), 8 PMF and State 
Intelligent Bureau, (SIB) 
attached to his Command to 

deploy a good number of 
their personnel to the 
institute immediately to 
contain further attacks.

C P  O n y e k a  w h o  
bemoaned the level of 
moral decadence in our 
contemporary society,  
blamed some parents for 
failing to put their children 
and wards on a rational 
course when they deviate, 
adding that some of them 
find it unnecessary to 
question their children's 
sou rce  o f  a f f l uence ,  
knowing that they are 
jobless.

Earlier in his remarks, the 
Provost of the institute, Dr. 
Joseph Okwori told the 
Commissioner of Police 
that in recent times, the 
college had become almost 
difficult to run as a result of 
activities of kidnappers who 

trespassed into the college, 
carry out their naferious acts 
and escape easily because 
the institute is partially 
fenced.

The  Provos t  fu r the r  
disclosed that recently, a 
staff of the institution was 
picked by kidnappers until 
ransom was paid before she 
was released while a final 
year student of the college 
was shot dead by unknown 
gunmen. He added that the 
school needs security cover 
to carry out its functions 
properly. 

Dr. Okwori also told the 
Police boss that his entry to 
the college with his gallant 
convey has allayed their 
fears and given them hope 
that the insecurity being 
witnessed in the College will 
soon be a thing of the past.

By BULUS GAMBO

According to him, 'I wish 

to on behalf of the good 

peop le  o f  ou r  a rea  

congratulate him over the 

mercy of God which has 

seen him through all these 

years. We are really 

grateful to our Lord for His 

tremendous blessings.” 
He  p rayed  God  to  

continue to bless Pastor 

Sagai as he serves the Lord 

for the rest of his life here 

on earth.

CP OnyekaBello

Dr and Mrs Ari

By PALANG KASMI
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SEVERAL months in and Russia 
has been partially successful. Two 
of Ukraine's five main commercial 
ports have been taken – Berdyansk 
and, after a brutal siege, what 
remains of the port of Mariupol. 
Both are in the northeast of the 
Black Sea.

Commercial shipping that sails 
from the Black Sea is well placed, 
having immediate access both to 
the countries bordering the 
Mediterranean and to the Suez 
Canal and the markets beyond.

Ukraine accounts for 9 percent of 
the world's wheat, 15 percent of its 
maize and 44 percent of global 
sunflower oil exports. A quarter of� 
Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia and 
Pakistan's wheat comes from 
Ukraine.

The country's main port, Odesa, is 
still in Ukrainian hands, as is 
Mykolaiv. Between the two of them, 
they accounted for 80 percent of 
Ukraine's pre-war grain exports. 
Russia's attempts to take these 
important trade hubs and the 
surrounding territory have failed 
and its advance has stalled. Russian 
units now face mounting resistance 
as Ukrainian units have launched a 
sharp counterattack on Russian 
forces in and around Kherson and 
Mykolaiv, as they struggle to retain 
control of this vital southern coastal 
sector.

O d e s a ,  M y k o l a i v  a n d  
Chernomorsk still function as ports 
but Russia has initiated a blockade 
in order to ensure no grain leaves 
the country. Commercial shipping 
has been warned off, sea mines 
have been deployed in the waters 
leading to the port and the whole 
area of the Black Sea is constantly 
patrolled by Russian warships and 
fighter aircraft.

The key to this blockade has been 
Snake Island. A tiny islet 48km (30 
miles) off the coast of Ukraine and 
Romania, it was taken by Russia in 
the opening days of the war. 
Strategically placed, it controls the 
approach waters to Ukraine's last 
three remaining commercial ports 
and is being heavily armed by 
Russia.

Ukraine's navy is almost non-
existent and at the start of the 
conflict Russian warships operated 
with near impunity. That all 
changed when the Russian heavy 
missile cruiser Moskva was sunk 
on�April 14. The powerful warship – 
the pride of the Russian navy – was 
hit and sunk by two Neptune anti-
ship cruise missiles some 96km 
(60 miles) from Odesa. The 
Neptune is locally made and based 
on an earlier Russian design. With 
a range of 280km (174 miles), it is 
designed to drop to between 3 
metres and 10 metres (10-33 feet) 
above the surface as it approaches 
its target, making it hard to detect. 
Its 145kg (320 pounds) warhead is 
designed to sink vessels of up to 
5,000 tonnes, but two strikes on 
the Moskva did so much damage 
that it eventually sank, much to the 
alarm of the Russian navy, which 
pulled back its warships from the 
Ukrainian coast.�Snake Island has 
since then taken on greater 
importance and has been heavily 

fortified with advanced weapons.
Considered an “unsinkable 

destroyer” by some analysts, the 
island is bristling with search radar, 
at least five Tor and two 
Pantsir�anti-aircraft systems and 
fuel and ammunition dumps. 
Protected by trenches and 
revetments, it is now a far tougher 
target for Ukraine's military to 
destroy.

Several attacks by Ukrainian 
armed TB2 drones have done 
damage but many of these 
valuable weapons have also been 
shot down in the process. Heavily 
armed, the Russian forces on the 
islet are increasingly able to repel 
attacks.

The expected arrival of offensive 
systems like long-range artillery 
and S-400 air defence units would 
allow Russia to dominate the 
airspace over the south of Ukraine 
in addition to the northwestern 
section of the Black Sea. The 
addition of artillery would allow the 
island to act as a firebase from 

which targets on land could be 
attacked and destroyed.

Ukraine's military, supremely 
aware of Snake Island's strategic 
position, has kept up the attacks 
which have helped degrade 
Russia's military presence there.� A 
helicopter supplying troops has 
been shot down, at least one radar 
site has been damaged and a 
supply boat delivering troops, food 
and an air defence system to the 
garrison was hit and sunk by a 
newly-supplied Western Harpoon 
missile, in an effort to drive 
Russian forces from the island.

Russia still has control of Snake 
Island and its position and heavy 
defences are a thorn in Ukraine's 
side. The battle between the two 
sides has�intensified as Ukraine 
tries to take back control of the 
islet, striking out at other targets 
in order to draw Russian forces 
away.

On June 20, a Russian offshore�oil 
platform was badly damaged by 
air raids – by American-made 
rocket artillery, according to the 
Russians. Situated off the coast of 
Crimea, the platform is the latest 
target to be considered by Ukraine 
as it seeks to increase the number 
of targets it strikes, hoping to 
spread Russia's forces and 
defences over a wide area, 
thinning them out and exhausting 
Russia's large reserves of military 
equipment. The Kerch Bridge 
joining the Crimean Peninsula with 
the mainland is now said to be a 
target, requiring Russia's military 
to expend even more resources 
defending it.

While attacks pick up the pace, 
more subtle weapons have been 
brought into use by Russia as it 
attempts to ensure civilian 
shipping is not tempted to brave it 
out and use the commercial ports 
still under Ukrainian control. Sea 
mines have been laid at the 
entrance to these ports, most 
notably in Odesa.

While these ships may have been 
tempted to call Russia's bluff on 
whether they would be fired on by 
manned weapons systems, mines 

are automated and will explode 
regardless of the nationality of the 
vessel that collides with them.

One of the dangers of floating 
mines is they will eventually drift. 
Warnings have been�issued to 
maritime traffic in the Black Sea 
and mines have been spotted as 
far south as the Bosphorus. The 
Turkish military has defused them 
and urged, along with a host of 
other countries, that a solution be 
quickly found. Turkey controls 
much of the Black Sea, which it 
considers a vital interest to the 
country. It also controls – and is 
the custodian of – the sole 
waterway that leads from the 
Mediterranean to the Black Sea, 
making Turkey a strategic player in 
the region.

A Turkish military delegation is 
due to visit Moscow to negotiate 
safe passage of commercial 
shipping to Ukraine's commercial 
ports, in an effort to kick-start 
stalled grain exports that are vital 
for food production in countries 
around the world. There are fears a 
growing food crisis – made worse 
by global climate patterns 
affecting harvests and a general 
global supply-chain slowdown – 
could start to have serious 
consequences for regional stability 
if these vital commodities do not 
begin flowing in serious quantities. 
Meanwhile, Russian missiles 
continue to hit Ukraine's economic 
infrastructure and grain silos in 
Mykolaiv have been badly 
damaged, further hampering 
Ukraine's ability to supply the large 
amounts needed.

The naval war in Ukraine, the 
mining of its ports and the attacks 
on strategic targets are Russia's 
attempt to strangle Ukraine 
economically, denying it the raw 
materials and funds needed to 
fight an industrial war. In 2020, 
Ukraine's exports amounted to 
$52.7bn and it badly needs the 
money as the prospect of a longer 
war now seems more likely.

Vital crops in Ukraine are due to 
be harvested in a few weeks which 
has added to its sense of urgency. 
Despite alternative routes being 
considered for its exports, such as 
a route to Baltic ports, most are 
overland and just do not have the 
capac i ty  to  expor t  these  
commodities in the amounts 
needed. A single container ship is 
equal to 50 trainloads of grain and 
with at least 80 percent of all global 
trade travelling by sea, control of 
these Black Sea ports is vital.

Russia's grip on Ukraine's vital 
trade arteries shows no sign of 
easing up, despite international 
pressure. The effect of the 
blockade is not just being felt in 
Ukraine but around the world as 
both demand for, and prices of, 
basic foodstuffs continue to rise. 
With Ukraine's harvest season 
almost here, most of its able-
bodied population caught up in the 
fighting and the continued attacks 
on the country's agricultural 
infrastructure, the likelihood that 
Ukraine can export the amounts it 
needs to sustain its war with 
Russia is starting to fade, which is 
exactly what Russia is hoping for.

(Al Jazeera)

Foreign Commentary

From the opening days of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, one of Moscow's earliest strategic aims quickly became apparent as its 
armoured columns advanced along the coast in an effort to seize Ukraine's coastline and cut it off from the sea. The seizure of 
Ukraine's ports would strangle the country economically at a time when Ukraine most needs the funds to fend off Russia. ALEX 
GATOPOULOS writes.
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Russia, Ukraine vying to control vital grain routes

A worker loads a truck with grain during barley harvesting in the Odesa region 

A screengrab from a drone video shows a fire on Snake Island on May 8, 2022
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TWO senior Libyan 
officials began two days 
of talks on constitutional 
a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  
elections, the latest 
United Nations effort to 
bridge gaps between the 
country's rivals.

Agui la Saleh, the 
influential speaker of the 
country's east-based 
parliament, and Khaled 
al-Meshri, head of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  
r e c o g n i s e d  
government ' s  H igh  
Council of State, based in 
the west, in the capital, 
Tripoli, met at the UN 
headquarters in Geneva.

According to the UN, 
the talks will focus on a 
draft  const i tut ional  
framework for elections 
a f te r  L ibya ' s  r i va l  
factions failed to reach 
an agreement earlier in 
June in their last round of 
talks in the Egyptian 
capital of Cairo.

The criteria for a 
presidential candidacy 
were a contentious point 
in the previous round of 
talks, according to 
Libyan media.

The  Tr i po l i - based  
counci l  insisted on 
b a n n i n g  m i l i t a r y  
personnel from running 
for the country's top post 
– apparently a move 
directed at the divisive 
commander  Kha l i fa  
Haftar, whose forces are 
loyal to the east-based 
administration.

Haftar had announced 
h i s  c a n d i d a c y  f o r  
presidential elections 
slated for last December, 
but the vote was not held 
because of  myr iad 
i s s u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
controversial candidates 
and  d i spu tes  over  
election laws.

There are growing 
tensions on the ground, 
and clashes between 
rival militias recently 
erupted in Tripoli.

Living conditions have 
also deteriorated, mainly 
b e c a u s e  o f  f u e l  
shortages in the oil-rich 
nation. Tribal leaders 
have shut down many oil 
facilities, including the 
country's largest field.

The blockade was 
largely meant to cut off 
key state revenues to the 
i n c u m b e n t  P r i m e  
Minister Abdul Hamid 
Dbe ibah ,  who  has  
refused to step down.

Now, Dbeibah and a 
rival prime minister, Fathi 
Bashagha, appointed by 

t h e  e a s t - b a s e d  
parliament to lead a 
transitional government, 
are both claiming power. 
The rivalry has sparked 
fears the country could 
slide back to fighting 
after tentative steps 
towards unity last year.

Libya has been racked 
by conflict since a NATO-
backed uprising toppled 
and kil led longtime 
d i c t a t o r  M u a m m a r  
Gaddafi in 2011. The 
country was then for 
years split between rival 
administrations in the 
east and west, each 
supported by different 
militias and foreign 
governments.

“Libyans here aren't 
very hopeful talks are 
going to achieve any 
breakthrough.

“In the last years, since 
the UN started these 
talks, agreements are 
made and then when one 

side of the conflict 
doesn't like it, things fall 
through”, he said.

However, Traina added 
that even if the talks are 
successful, there are still 
pitfalls ahead.

“[If an] agreement is 
made and they agreed on 
a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
f ramework to  ho ld  
e l e c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  
government will oversee 
those elections?” Traina 
said.

The talks were aimed at 
moving Libya away from 
further conflict.

“What they are trying to 
do is to get the country of 
L i b ya  b a c k  t o  a n  
improved and more 
stable version of where it 
was on December 21 
when those presidential 
a nd  pa r l i amen t a r y  
elections were banned at 
t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e ,”  
Challands said.

Rival Libyan officials hold 
UN-led election talks 

Fighters loyal to Libya's Tripoli-based Prime 
Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah sit with their 
weapons in the back of a pick-up truck in the 
capital

THE leaders of the G7 
have condemned a deadly 
Russian missile attack on 
a crowded Ukrainian 
shopping centre as an 
“abominable” war crime.

In a statement on 
Monday, the G7 leaders, 
who are hold ing a 
meeting in Germany, 
promised that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
and those responsible for 
the attack would be held 
to account.

At least 18 people were 
killed in the raids on the 
city of Kremenchuk, while 
59 were wounded.

“Indiscriminate attacks 
on innocent civilians 
constitute a war crime,” 
the G7 statement said.

Ukraine accused Russia 
of deliberately targeting 
civilians, with President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 

calling it “one of the most 
brazen terrorist acts in 
European history” in his 
evening broadcast posted 
on Telegram.

“A peaceful town, an 
ordinary shopping centre 
– women, chi ldren, 
ordinary civilians, inside,” 
said Zelenskyy, who 
earlier shared a video of 
the shopping centre 
engulfed in flames with 
dozens of rescuers and a 
fire truck outside.

Ukraine's air force 
command said the mall 
was hit by two long-range 
X-22 missiles fired from 
Tu-22M3 bombers that 
flew from Shaykovka 
airfield in Russia's Kaluga 
region.

R u s s i a ' s  d e f e n c e  
ministry on Tuesday said 
it had fired missiles at a 
w e a p o n s  d e p o t  i n  
Kremenchuk, with the 

subsequent explosion of 
ammunition triggering a 
fire in a nearby shopping 
centre.

“ I n  K r e m e n c h u k ,  
Russian forces struck a 
weapons depot storing 
arms received from the 
United States and Europe 

with high-precision air-
based weapons. As a 
result of the precision 
strike, Western-made 
weapons and ammunition 
concentrated in the 
warehouse … were hit,” 
M o s c o w ' s  d e f e n c e  
min is t ry  sa id  in  a  

statement posted on its 
Telegram channel.

“The detonation of 
stored ammunition for 
Western weapons caused 
a fire in a non-functioning 
shopping centre located 
next to the depot,” it 
added.

G7, UN condemn 'deplorable' Russian mall attack 

The United States 
military says it carried out 
a raid in Syria's Idlib 
province that targeted a 
senior leader of an al-
Qaeda-aligned group.

The attack targeted Abu 
Hamzah al Yemeni, a 
“senior leader” of al-
Qaeda-aligned Hurras al-
D in,  whi le  he was 
travelling alone on a 
motorcycle, the US 
Central Command said in 
a statement.

It added that an initial 
review did not indicate 
civilian casualties.

“The removal of this 
senior leader will disrupt 
al-Qaeda's ability to carry 
out attacks against US 
citizens, our partners and 
innocent civilians around 
the world,” the statement 
added.

T h e  S y r i a n  C i v i l  
Defence, a humanitarian 
organisation, said in a 
tweet that a man was 
killed shortly before 
m idn igh t  a f t e r  h i s  
motorcycle was targeted 
with two rockets, adding 
it has transferred the 
body to the forensic 
department in Idlib city.

Huras  a l -D in  was  
founded in 2018 by al-
Qaeda supporters.

In June 2020, the US 
military killed Khaled 
Aruri, a top Jordanian 
commander with Huras 
al-Din, also in Idlib. A 
drone attack in December 
2019 killed a senior Huras 
al-Din commander, the 
Jordanian citizen Bilal 

Khuraisat, also known as 
Abu Khadija al-Urduni.

Separate US air attacks 
in Syria have also killed 
al-Qaeda's then second-
in-command, Abu Kheir 
al-Masri, in 2017, the first 
leader of ISIL (ISIS), Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi, in 
2019, and his sucessor, 
Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi 
al-Qurayshi, in February.

US kills 'senior leader' 
of al-Qaeda- group 

At least 49 inmates 
have died and dozens 
were injured during a riot 
in a prison in the 
southwestern Colombian 
city of Tulua, according to 
officials.

G e n e r a l  T i t o  
Castellanos, the head of 
the national prisons 
agency, described the 
overnight incident on 
Tuesday as “a tragic and 

disastrous event”.
He told the local Caracol 

Radio station that 30 
people were injured.

A spokesperson for the 
National Penitentiary and 
Prison Institute confirmed 
the death toll of what they 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a n  
attempted prison escape, 
telling AFP news agency 
that the figure was 
preliminary and “may 
change”.

I v a n  D u q u e ,  t h e  

outgoing president of 
Colombia who is on a visit 
to Portugal, said the 
i n c i d e n t  w o u l d  b e  
investigated.

“We regret the events in 
the prison in Tulua, Valle 
del Cauca. I am in touch 
w i th  [Genera l  T i t o  
Castellanos] and I have 
given instructions to 
c a r r y  f o r w a r d  
investigations that allow 
us to clarify this terrible 
situation,” Duque said in a 
Twitter post.

Dozens of inmates die in Colombia
prison riot

At least 18 people were killed and 59 wounded in a Russian attack 

Biden
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Lots of Fiber 
Beans is  a great source of 

fiber. That's important because 

most people don't get the 

recommended 25 to 38 grams 

each day. Fiber helps protect 

against heart disease, high 

cholesterol, high blood pressure, 

and digestive illness. Navy 

beans have about 19 grams of 

fiber per cup. Add some smoked 

turkey, kale, onions, and 

carrots, for a hearty soup.
Beans is a great way to get low-

fat, low-calorie protein that 

already has the fiber and carbs 

mixed in. A single cup has 

around 15 grams. That's two to 

three times more than rice or 

wheat. It's especially good for a 

protein building block called 

lysine that you might not get 

enough of if you're a vegetarian. 
keeps a healthy weight 
If you make it a habit to eat 

beans, you're more likely to 

have a lower body weight, 

slimmer waist, and a lower body 

mass index (BMI). Studies show 

that obesed men put on a 

protein-rich diet lost more 

weight with beans as their top 

protein source. Try a nourishing, 

low-fat, spicy kidney bean chili 

as a main course instead of meat
Boosts your heart health 
You'll do your self a favor if you 

make beans a regular part of 

your diet. Studies show it can 

l o w e r  y o u r  L D L  " b a d "  

cholesterol. 
A good food for diabetes 

control 
Eating a variety of beans not 

only seems to help prevent 

diabetes, it also to help control 

the high blood sugar that is 

both a cause and symptom of 

the disease. 
Great source of iron 
Your body uses iron to make 

blood proteins (hemoglobin and 

myoglobin) that help move 

oxygen around your body. It's 

also a key nutrient for your 

hormones, and connective 

tissue l ike tendons and 

ligaments. A cup of soybeans 

has almost 9 milligrams. You 

can cook soybean pods, also 

called edamame, in salted 

boiling water.  Eat them warm, 

straight out of the pod.
Provides magnesium 
Magnesium helps make 

protein and bone, and stabilizes 

blood sugar. Black beans is a  

good source at 120 milligrams 

in a single cup. That's about a 

third of the recommended daily 

amount. Try the tried-and-true 

combination of black beans and 

rice. Add a bit of shredded 

chicken and some lettuce and 

salsa for a delicious, healthy 

lunch.
Chock-full of potassium 
Your body needs the stuff for 

almost everything, including 

your heart, kidneys, muscles, 

and nerves. Beans have quite a 

bit of potassium, especially lima 

beans, which will give you 

almost 1,000 milligrams per 

cup. That's about double what 

you'll get from a banana.
Loaded with zinc 
Your cells need it to fight off 

germs, make genetic material, 

and heal wounds. It helps 

children develop properly and 

aids your senses of smell and 

taste. A cup of chickpeas, also 

called garbanzo beans, has 

about 2.4 milligrams. That's 

about a quarter of what you 

need for the day. You can make 

it into a dip called hummus that 

works as a snack or a meal in 

itself.
Scads of folate 
This B vitamin is especially 

important for women who are 

pregnant or trying to have a 

baby because it helps prevent 

certain birth defects. It's also 

good for heart health, cell 

division, and your nervous 

system. You'll get about 300 

micrograms -- three-quarters 

of the recommended daily 

amount -- in just one cup of 

pinto beans. It's the traditional 

base for the delicious refried 

beans used in many dishes.
Contains resistant starch 
Resistant starch acts like fiber 

in that it's harder to digest. It 

moves to the large intestine, 

where "healthy" bacteria in 

your gut feed on it. Resistant 

starches make you feel more 

full and keep your blood sugar 

down. You'll increase the 

resistant starch if you let your 

b e a n s  c o o l  d o w n  a n d  

refrigerate them. Try a mixed 

bean salad.
Canned beans work, too 

Don't worry if you don't have 

time to soak and cook your 

beans. You just need to heat 

them up, and you're good to go. 

Canned beans have many of the 

same nutrients, though home-

cooked beans may have slightly 

more. Just watch out for the 

extra salt that some brands 

add. You can rinse some of it off 

with water after you open them.
What about the Gas? 
There is one downside to 

beans. You may get gas if you 

suddenly add a lot of beans to 

your diet. It's not usually 

unhealthy, but it can be 

unpleasant. You should get less 

gas after the first week, as your 

body gets used to it. Drinking 

plenty of water can help. So can 

ove r - t h e - c oun t e r  meds .  

Preparation makes a difference, 

too. You'll get less gas from dried 

beans if you soak them 

overnight and throw away the 

water.
Source: Healthnews.
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WE all dream of a soft, smooth 
and spotless skin. However, due 
to a variety of factors like sun 
damage, ageing, and lifestyle 
changes among others, our skin 
encounters  du l lness  and 
pigmentation. One of the best 
ways to take care of your skin is 
through professional facial 
treatments. With a professional 
facial treatment, you can tighten 
saggy skin, soften skin texture, 
improve skin elasticity, fight 
hyperpigmentation and reduce 
wrinkles and fine lines on your 
face.
Getting a facial treatment is a 

great way to improve your look 
without resorting to plastic 
surgery. Below are the types of 
facials you can get to rejuvenate 
your skin and fade blemishes: 

Brightening Facial
A brightening facial specifically 

t a r g e t s  a r e a s  o f  
hyperpigmentation on our skin. 
It also helps to even out our skin 
tone. A brightening facial uses 
powerful ingredients like Vitamin 
C which improves skin texture 
while boosting radiance. It is 
definitely one of the must check 
out facials if you suffer from 
hyperpigmentation or dull skin.

Microdermabrasion
This facial is ideal for anyone 

looking to remove age spots and 
a c n e  s c a r r i n g .  A  
microdermabrasion facial buffs 
away the top layers of your skin. 
It brushes off dead skin cells and, 
as a result, improves cell 
turnover and promotes elastin 
growth and collagen production. 
A microdermabrasion facial 
reduces the appearance of fine 
lines and wrinkles, blemishes, 

age spots, blackheads and 
enlarged pores, just to name a 
few. It is important to avoid 
direct sunlight exposure for a 
few hours after getting this 
facial treatment. 

Laser Skin Resurfacing 
A laser skin resurfacing facial 

tightens the skin using infrared 
light. This procedure removes 
the outer layers of the skin and 
stimulates the production of 
collagen and new cells. It is also 
used to reduce the appearance 
of wrinkles and lines on the face 
and neck.

Visopeel Glycolic Facial
Visopeel Glycolic Facial has 

been praised for improving skin 
appearance. Visopeel glycolic 
facial combines Alpha Hydroxy 
Acids (AHAs) and Beta Hydroxy 
Acids (BHAs) to provide a 
clearer, fresher looking skin by 
removing dead skin cells 
through exfol iation. The 
ingredients penetrate and 
deliver anti-oxidants and 
v i tamins into the sk in,  
promoting new cells to grow 
stronger and healthier. This 
treatment combats acne and 

oily skin. If you want youthful 
and radiant skin, you'll love this 
facial treatment.

Fruit Facial Treatment
A fruit facial is one of the best 

types of facial for your skin. AHA 
acids, which are derived from 
fruits, can help in gently 
removing dead cells and giving 
radiant skin. For example, 
lemon brightens while malic 
acid in apples is a great 
exfoliator. A fruit facial is rich in 
vitamins and anti-oxidants. It is 
a perfect option to deeply 
cleanse and improve tone and 
texture. It is also great at 
minimising the appearance of 
dark spots and wrinkles. It is 
recommended for all skin types 
and it has little or no side 
effects.

Chemical Peels
This type of facial is typically 

used as an ant i-ageing 
treatment. A chemical peel is a 
technique used to improve the 
appearance of the skin on the 
face, neck, or hands. A chemical 
solution is applied to the skin 
that causes it to exfoliate and 
eventually peel off. The new skin 
is usually smoother and less 
wrinkled than the old skin. The 
new skin is also temporarily 

more sensitive to the sun. A 
chemical peel can also be used to 
improve the appearance of mild 
scars, treat certain types of 
acne, reduce age spots, freckles, 
and melasma. After getting a 
chemical peel, your skin is more 
sensitive to the sun. It is 
important to avoid the sun for at 
least a week and use sunscreen 
too.

Dermaplaning 
Dermaplaning (aka blading or 

microplaning) is a skin treatment 
that involves using an exfoliating 
blade to slough off dead skin cells 
and hairs from your face. 
Dermaplaning helps to deal with 
acne scars, sun-damaged skin, 
dull skin, fine lines and wrinkles.  

Aromatherapy Facial
Aromatherapy facial is a type of 

facial that is prepared with 
essential oils which deeply 
nourish the skin.
This type of facial helps with 

stress relief because the 
essential oils have stress-
relieving properties. It also 
detoxes your skin, relieves skin 
dryness,  improves b lood 
circulation in the body, treats 
poor skin conditions and, 
improves skin texture as the oils 
contain anti- inf lammatory 
properties.

Facial treatments and their benefits
By OREORITSE TARIEMI 

With a professional facial treatment, you can 

tighten saggy skin, soften skin texture, improve 

skin elasticity, fight hyperpigmentation and reduce 

wrinkles and fine lines on your face. Getting a facial 

treatment is a great way to improve your look 

without resorting to plastic surgery. Below are the 

types of facials you can get to rejuvenate your skin 

and fade blemishes:
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Education can be defined 
as the field of study that is 
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  
pedagogy of teaching and 
training. Other defination 
include the act of process of 
training and developing the 
knowledge, skill, mind, and 
character. In a nutshell, 
education is the process of 
gaining knowledge.

In recent times, education 
has been faced with diverse 
challenges, ranging from 
i n s e c u r i t y,  c u l t i s m ,  
bu l l y ing ,  l esb ian i sm,  
gayism, and a host of 
others. This has greatly 
retarded the wheel of 
progress and thrown the 
sector into a state of 
comatose and disarray. 
Parents, guardians, care 
givers are in a state of 
dilemma as to what to do 
next. With huge resources 
budgeted to the education, 
sector, the downward spiral 
has remain unabated, with 
the sector begging for rapt 
and urgent attention.

Cov id-19 i s  a l so  a  
contributory factor to the 
nose diving of education in 
Nigeria. In the year 2020, 
schools were shut down for 
almost a year in a bid to 
contain the surge in the 
dreaded Corona virus 
pandemic resources in the 
hands of parents are quite 
lean, forcing them to 
withdraw their wards from 
schools, to a new one with a 
lesser school fees. The 
challenge on the part of 
parents is quite enormous 
with little options at their 
disposal, they struggle to 
make ends meet with the 
ever increasing school fees 
and other basic amenities in 
the market, and this has 
become apt in other to 
avert the imminent collapse 
of the education sector.

Discipline has  been 
eroded in our institutions of 
learning as parents are ever 
ready to go fight teachers 
and school administrators, 
in view of that, the school 
management is likewise 
reluctant to instill discipline 
in this wards so as to avoid 
confrontation. Obviously, 
there is a trust deficit on the 
part of the parents and the 
school management. This 
has linger for so long that if 
not properly address, can 
lead to the burial of 
education in Nigeria.

Furthermore, students on 
their parts chal lenge 
teachers  and  schoo l  
authority any time the rod 
is used. Some even come to 
school with dangerous 
weapons. A similar case 
was reported in a state in 
Nigeria, where a female 

student brought a gun to 
school to shoot a teacher 
that flogged her. This 
dangerous trend is taking 
different dimensions that 
might possibly escalate if 
not properly tamed.

Moreso, the teachers 
become the albatross of 
some of this students' they 
engage in illicit affairs with 
this minors and naïve set 
o f  s tuden ts ,  t ak ing  
a d va n t a g e  o f  t h e i r  
exuberance, which has led 
to teachers impregnating 

students and students 
impregnating their female 
teachers. This dirty and 
displayable act takes place 
in the education sector. 
What then is the future of 
education in our country?

Looking at the recent case 
at Dowen College in Lagos, 
it leaves much to be 
desired, cultism among 
high school students, 
increasing rate of truancy 
and bullying. A lot of 
parents will be discourage 
to adopt the boarding 
facility of schooling because 
it led to the death of the boy 
in question.

In addition, lesbianism 
and gayism is on the 
increase in boarding 
houses, translating into 
monsters that will become 
albatross of others. This 
de f in i te ly  negate  the  
morality instill in them by 
their parents and wards. A lot 

needs to be done urgently.
Government, through the 

affected agencies need to 
draft laws that will restore 
the trust deficit currently 
been experienced among 
school administrators and 
parents. Parent's needs to 
know that their children are 
in safe hands and not 
teachers praying on the 
students like the recent case 
reported in Kano State 
where a 5 year old Hanifa 
was murdered and buried in 
a shallow grave. It is a 
matter of national public 
importance to arrest the 
degrading and deplorable 
situation.

Charity begins at home, 
parent's needs to start the 
discipline from home before 
handing their wards to the 
school management, if both 
parties are playing their part 
concurrently, frictions will be 
greatly averted. Parents 
must inculcate the right 
values into their children.

Government must provide 
a secured environment that 

will be conducive for 
learning. Without security, 
little will be adhered. In the 
world today, Nigeria has the 
highest out of school 
children with over 10 million 
students roaming the street 
or in IDP camps, wasting 
a w a y .  S e c u r i t y  i s  
paramount if we must stem 
the tide and change the 
narrative. Nothing can be 
achieved without proper 
security.

Deliberate efforts must be 
put in place to achieve the 
desired goal, students must 
be thought skills that will 
support the knowledge they 
are acquiring in school. 
Certificate is given in 
character and in learning. 
The students must be 
molded both in character 
and in learning. By so doing, 
generations unborn will 
benefits from this laudable 
step.

By Ajang Ajiji John, 
Rikkos, Jos.

NEW CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE FEDERATION ROLE IN

My resignation 
is personal no one 
should disturb me 

about that 
“walahi”. Litigation

I will try my 
best “kawai” for CJ of 

the Federation to resign 
in Naija no be small thing 

(so help me God)

Standard Cartoon

Editorial

THE 

The dwindling fortune of education 

in Nigeria

In support of continuous 

voter registration
AS our democratic experience grows older by 

the day, it is our expectation that citizens of 

the country would do everything it takes to 

make it enduring and a lasting experience. 

Contributing to the political development 

and the strengthening of our institutions 

would not only mean voting for candidates 

of ones' choice but ensuring that the elected 

government does the will of the people by 

performing its responsibilities as best as it 

can. 
The continuation of the voter registration 

exercise by the Independent National 

Electoral Commission (INEC), which is to 

allow eligible Nigerians who have attained 

the age of 18 is a call to duty. To participate 

in the democratic process, every eligible 

person needs to register. This opportunity 

should not be misused as it would guarantee 

that more Nigerians would have a say in the 

selection of their leaders.
Now that we are about ushering in another 

phase of electing our leaders, it is incumbent 

on Nigerians who had not done the INEC 

registration to spare some time and go to 

the nearest registration centres to get 

themselves registered so that they would be 

able to participate in the process of electing 

the political leaders of the country.
 To ginger the people to participate in the 

process, some organizations have subtly 

threatened their members especially those 

that do not have their Permanent Voters 

Cards (PVC) to go and get registered or risk 

being sanctioned. This, to us, is a welcomed 

development considering the lackadaisical 

attitude of Nigerians to willingly perform 

their civic responsibilities.
As a matter of fact, the declaration by the 

Plateau State government to allow for work 

free days for it citizens especially the civil 

servants to participate in the process is 

commendable.  This  attest  to the 

commitment of the present administration 

in the state to advancing the course of our 

democracy. 
And, since a court of competent jurisdiction 

had asked INEC to go ahead with the 

registration, the citizenry must take 

advantage of the opportunity and make the 

most of it. On our part, we call on all well-

meaning citizens that have reached the 

stipulated age of voting to use the 

opportunity to go to the nearest registration 

centre and exercise their franchise. We also 

call on the electoral umpire to make the 

process a continuous one so as to allow 

those who turn 18 at whatever point to 

register. Indeed, registration should be a 

continuous process and be done across all 

the electoral units in the country to take 

away the burden of travelling far distances 

to get registered.
It is our considered view that when 

registration is continuous, Nigerians would 

have no option but to participate and own 

the process. This would go a long way in 

ensuring that last minute rushes are 

avoided. That, as a matter of fact, would 

save the country a lot of money.
 We appeal to all those that have not 

registered to do so, so as to elect leaders of 

their choice who would run our affairs fairly 

and not just anybody who would not add 

value to the growth and development of 

society.

I want to use this medium of 
THE NIGERIA STANDARD 
Newspaper to urge the 
Nigerian government to 
improve on scounting for 
talents in the sports circles in 
the  country.

Sport is one of the most 
regular activities that most 
people participate in  and also 
earn a  living through it.

Nigerian sports is facing a 
major challenge due to the 
absence of sporting facilities 
that are  required. The country 
is known to have produced the 
best in most games  in the 
world. That should give the 
government a better way of 
promoting people who are 
good and have dreams in 
doing so.

Most of Nigerian sports men 
and women nowadays,  prefer 
to trade their talents outside 
Nigeria as a result of the 
country’s underdeveloped 
sportsmanship. 

For example in football, 
there are so many great 
footballers that are not playing 
for Nigeria as a result of the 
non development in the 

football federation.
N ige r i an  government  

s h o u l d  w o r k  o n  t h e  
development of sports so as 
to help the upcoming youth 
who have the desire to go into 
sports and also help in 
bringing facilities that will 
help Nigeria’s Sports to 
develop.
By Malynyim Jamaine 
Goma

Federal Government should improve
on talent hunt

BE PATRIOTIC AND 

RESPONSIBLY NIGERIANS 

BY GETTING YOUR PVCs AND 

VOTING DURING ELECTIONS
Y

il
b

is
a
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I, formerly known as DANLADI 
PETER, now wish to be known 
and addressed as DASHE 
PETER JOHN All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as NENGAK 

DANJUMA, now wish to be known 

and addressed as DANJUMA 

NENGAK GOMOS. Correct date of 

birth is 05/10/1998 not 05/05/1998. 

All former documents remain valid.  

All concerned authorities and the 

general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as DEBORAH 
YAKUBU AGWOM, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
DEBORATH ATANG IZANG.  All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

DASHE

DANJUMA

DEBORATH

I, formerly known as PETER 
SELZING, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
SELJING, PETER.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take 
note.

I, formerly known as NANKO 

NANZING, now wish to be 

known and addressed as 

NANKO DEBORAH BELLO. All 

former documents remain valid.  

All concerned authorities and 

the general public please take 

SELJING

NANKO

I, formerly known as FAVOUR 
CHINAZA NDUBUISI, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
F A V O U R  P R E C I O U S  
NDUBUISI.   Al l  former  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as FAISAL 

DAHIRU AHMAD, now wish to 

be known and addressed as 

FAISAL DAHIRU. All former 

documents remain valid. All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 

note.

I, formerly known as DOMTIM 
JULBYEN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
PONFA JULBYEN.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

FAVOUR

FAISAL

PONFA

I, formerly known as IBRAHIM ELI 
IBRAHIM, now wish to be known 
and addressed as MAGIT ELI 
ELISHA. Correct date of birth is 
08/12/2000 not 08/12/1992. All 
former documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
MIENSHEL CLIFFORD K.S, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as MIENSHEL 
C L I F F O R D .  A l l  f o rme r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I , T O K K E  S H A N G S H I K M W A  
S U N D A Y ,  S U N D A Y  
S H A N G S H I K M W A ,  
S H A N G S H I K M W A  S U N D A Y  
TOKKE is one and the same person 
hence wish to be known as TOKKE 
SHANGSHIKMWA SUNDAY. All 
former documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

MAGIT

MIENSHEL

TOKKE

I, formerly known as COMFORT 

EMMANUEL OTEH, now wish to 

be known and addressed as 

COMFORT YILJI MWATAM.   

All former documents remain 

valid. All concerned authorities 

and the general public should 

please take note.

COMFORT

ZALIHA
I, formerly known as ZALIKA 
TIJJANI, now wish to be known and 
addressed as ZALIHA AHMAD 
MOHAMMED. Correct date of birth is 
15/1/2003 not 15/1/1992. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

News

THE Chairman of Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDP), in 
Jibia Camp, Katsina State, 
Malam Salisu Sa'adu said 
that the refugees are 
suffering from hunger, 
starvation and deaths in the 
camp.

Salisu disclosed this in an 
interview with the Nigeria 
Standard in Jibia on Tuesday.

He said that, the refugees 
who were camped in  
Government Girls Secondary 
School (GGSS), Jibia were 
mainly from Kwari, Zango, 
Shimfida,Tsauni, Far Faru, 
Tsanbe, and Gurbin Magarya 
vi l lages of Jibia local 
Government of the state.

According to him, food that 
is provided to the refugees is 
not enough, hence, they are 
suffering of starvation, 
hunger and deaths.

He said that, there was no 
enough feeding for them, 
stressing that there are only 
two policemen guarding the 
camp.
"Most (refugees) are 

sleeping without mosquito's 
nets and blankets,  but we 
thanke a non-governmental 
organisation, medicene san 
frontier, Doctors without 
borders that supply drugs to 
us always at the camp.
"In.  fact,  let me tell you,  

in view of the hardship we 
are passing through,15 of 
us died,  while,  35 women 
g a v e  b i r t h  u n d e r  
unfavourable conditions,"  he 
said.

Salisu appealed to state 
government to return them 
to their villages to enable 
them farm,  and get what to 
eat with their families before 

By IBRAHIM SULEIMAN INGAWA, Katsina 

the rainy season ends.
"We are now almost three 

months here,  we can't 
continue like this,  we really 
want to go back to our 
villages and look for what to 
eat with our families."
"So we are appealing to 

government to take cogent 
measures and relocate us to 
our places. "  he said.  

When contacted, the 
chairman of Jibia Local 
Government, Alhaji Bashir 
M a i - t a n ,  s a i d  t h a t  
government is trying its best 
in providing feeding to the 
refugees in the camp. 

Mai-tan said that, apart 
f rom that ,  the  loca l  
government releases N200,  
0 0 0  each day for some of the 

daily needs of the refugees.  
According to him, he always 

have sleepless nights, to 
ensure peace and security in 
the area, as well as paying of 
ramsome to secure release of 
his people from bandits.

He said that, currently, over 
1,500 of his people are still 
being held hostage by 
bandit's hostage,  advising 
that, government alone, 
cannot fight the issue of 
banditry.

The Nigeria Standard 
observed, during a visit to 
the camp, some of the 
r e f ugees  a r e  l ook i ng  
Haggard, worried, hungry as 
well as in tears looking 
forward for more help.

Ganduje

BANJAMIN
I, formerly known as YILKIME 

ZAKA GOFUP, now wish to be 

known and addressed as 

BANJAMIN ISHAYA MWAWAL.   

All former documents remain 

valid. All concerned authorities 

and the general public should 

please take note.

FAITH

I, formerly known as FAITH 
UMATER DANIEL MAPIS, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as FAITH DANIEL ADISA. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and 
the general public should please 
take note.

JURDIMMA
I, formerly known as JOSHUA 
DORKAT, now wish to be known 
and addressed as JURDIMMA 
DORKAT JOSHUA. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

Hunger, starvation hits 
IDP camp in Katsina

 Federal Commissioner of 

the National Population 

Commission and Housing 

Census representing Plateau 

State, Hon. Mrs Cecilia 

Dapoet  has urged the 

functionaries staff to put in 

their best.
Speak ing  dur ing  the  

training of adhoc staff for the 

census trai l  for three 

senatorial zones in Plateau 

State, held at the Nigerian 

Institute of Mining and Geo-

Sciences Jos, on Monday, said 

the exercise was timely. 
She  admon ished the  

participants to be serious with 

their training as only those 

who are dedicated would be 

picked at the end of the 

exercise expected to  last for 

12 days 
She  added  tha t  the  

participants should not 

disappoint the commission's 

mandate, which is to conduct 

a credible census, because 

the trial census is in line with 

the preparation to the 

forthcoming general census 

by next year 2023.
Dapoet stressed that the 

commission want to assure 

N i g e r i a n s  a n d  t h e  

International Community of 

her readiness to conduct the 

best and reliable census.
Earlier in a welcome speech 

by the state Director Mr. Pam 

Dung Deme, he stated that 

the trial census would be 

conducted in 9 Local 
Government Areas selected 
out of the three senatorial 
zones of the state,  Plateau 
Northern zone comprising 
Jengre in Bassa LGA,  Gindin 
Akwati in Barkin-Ladi LGA 
and Jarawan Kogi in Jos East,

In Plateau Central zone,  
Mangun in Mangu LGA,  Chip 
in Pankshin LGA and Maiduna 
Daffo,  in Bokkos LGA are 

selected.
Similarly, areas to be 

covered for trial censes in 

Plateau Southern zone are 

Panwasa in Shendam LGA, Jak 

in Qua'an-Pan LGA and Pil gani 

in Langtang North LGA 

respectively.
He expressed that the trial 

census is very important at 

this material time, with the 

c o m m i s s i o n ' s  n e w  

methodology on ground for 

the census, our equipment 

would be tested including the 

quality of the functionaries 
staff.

Deme emphasized that 
participants should be of good 
character and behaviour,  for 
in every stage of the training,  
they would be monitored to 
ensure that only the best are 

selected for the exercise at 
the end of the day.

He assured the participants 

that those that would be 

trained as enumerators and 

supervisors, would receive the 

best tra in ing from the 

controllers of the commission 

selected from the local 

government areas, where the 

t r i a l  census  wou ld  be  

conducted. Deme concluded by 
wishing them the best as they 

commence the training.

NPC flags-off staff 
training 
 

By HOSEA NYAMLONG

I, formerly known as LABARAN 
TANIMU INWA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
LABARAN TANIMU. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as DAN 
SIRPO YAKUBU, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
DAN SIRPO YEPWA. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

LABARAN DAN

I, formerly known as GOTOM 
PARDUNG GOLADI, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
GOLADI PARDUNG FILISBUS.  
Correct date of birth is 1/1/1985. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 

GOLADI

Dapoet

The general public is hereby inform of 
the dead of SATI BAKSHAKA SEKAT, 
held from Kor in Pankshin LGA, who 
deid on the 20th June, 2022 and have 
since been buried on the 25/6/2022. 
All concerned authorities should please 
take note.

Signed:
ROTJI SATI SEKAT and 
PLANGNAN SATI SEKAT

Next of kin to the deceased.

NOTICE OF DEATH

AGBO

I, formerly known as AGBO 
CHARITY ONYINYE, AGBOEZE 
CHARITY ONYINYE,  AGBO 
ONYINYE CHARITY and ONYINYE 
AGBO, now wish to be known and 
addressed as AGBO CHARITY 
ONYINYE. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public to 
please take note.

HASSAN

I, formerly known as HASSAN 
INUWA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as HASSAN 
MUHAMMAD INUWA. Correct 
date of birth is 5/4/1984. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

SALEH

I, formerly known as ISMAIL 
IDRIS, now wish to be known 
and addressed as SALEH 
IDRIS. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

MOHAMMED
I, formerly known as SHOLA 
JOSEPH SANGARU, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
MOHAMMED ABBA SANGARU. 
Correct date of birth is 15/4/1998. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as MATHIAS 
ISHAYA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as MATHIAS 
ISHAYA PEMELEM. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

MATHIAS

PUBLIC NOTICE
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News

THE Bauchi State Police 
Command has announced the 
arrest of three suspects in 
connection with the forceful  
removal of a 16-year-old boy’s 
that lost his two eyes to 
unknown criminals

The spokesman of the 
Command DSP Mohammed 
Ahmed Wakil, made this public 
in a press release circulated  to 
newsmen in Bauchi where he 
said, “Suspects arrested in 
connection with the crime 
include Isaac Ezekiel 'M' 32-
year-old of Rafin Zurfi Yelwa, 
Bauchi Metropolitan; Nensok 
Bawa 'M', 38-year-old of 
Kabwir District, Kanke Local 
Government Area of Plateau 
State, and Yohana Luka (AKA 
Doctor Samu), 52-year-old of 
Golbong Vil lage, Amper 
District in Kanke Local 
Government Area of Plateau 
State

“The prime suspect, Isaac 
Ezekiel, after he was arrested, 
voluntarily confessed to the 
unfortunate crime.

“A prompt search of his 
house by the police led to the 
recovery of Uzairu Salisu's 
eyeballs and other exhibits – 
The two human eyeballs in a 
calabash, cable wire used in 
perpetrating the heinous act, 
travelling bag containing some 
native medicine.”

The release further explained 
that “Findings revealed that in 
April 2022, the principal 
suspect (Isaac Ezekiel) 
conspired with the two other 
suspects to conceive the idea 
to commit the atrocity of 
getting the eyeballs of a 
human being.

“On 24th June 2022 at about 
nine o'clock in the morning, 
the principal suspect lured one 
Uzairu Salisu 'M', 16-year-old 
of Jahun Bauchi Metropolitan 

into a nearby bush for a casual 
job on his farm, Isaac Ezekiel 
used a wire to strangulate 
Uzairu Salisu into a coma and 
used a knife to remove the two 
eyes for a ritual purpose”.

D S P  Wa k i l  s a i d  t h e  
Commissioner of Police, Umar 
Sanda, has reassured the 
commitment of the Command 
to arrest ritualists and tackle 
crimes while urging residents 
to be supportive of the police.

He added that the task has 
not been an easy one, “but in 
line with our constitutional 
mandate, we shall remain 
fierce, tireless and relentless in 
committing ourselves to the 
safety and security of lives and 
property of the people of 
Bauchi state and the country at 
large.”

DSP Wakil said in furtherance 
of their commitment to 
steaming down crime and 
criminality, the command has 
made adequate use of  
intelligence gathering towards 

the continuous maintenance 
of law and order which has 
yielded positive outcome.

He said the investigation is in 
progress, after which the 
suspects will be charged to 
court.

Bauchi Police arrest ritualists
From

 ABBAS GUNGURA, Bauchi

Alkali

The Permanent Secretary, 
Federal Ministry of Science 
Technology and Innovation 
(FMSTI) Mrs Monilola Udoh 
h a s  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  
traditional medicine to be 
included in the School 
curr iculum to enable 
Nigerians develop interest 
in the traditional medicine.

Mrs Udoh said this when 
the Nigerian Traditional 
Medicine Practit ioners 
Association (NTMPA) paid 
her a courtesy visit in her 
office in Abuja.

Monilola Udoh stated that 
traditional medicine if 
properly developed will not 
only eliminate medical 
tourism but will be a great 
s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e  
generation for Nigeria.

She further said that 
development of traditional 
medicine will improve the 
scientific, research and 
innovation sector in the 
country.

U d o h  n o t e d  t h a t  

traditional medicine is pure 
undiluted and organic 
natural medicine which is 
provided by God and will be 
an alternative medicine to 
Nigerians, adding that 
traditional medicine should 
be included in the school 
curriculum in order to avail 
the children its importance 
in our health and national 
growth.

S h e  a s s u r e d  t h e  
association of the ministry's 
support and advised her to 
keep with her God endowed 
medicine, document it as 
much as possible, store the 
data for posterity so that 
students can study and 
continue on their research 
in the future.

Earlier, the Commissioner 
for Science, Technology and 
Innovation Plateau state, 
Honourable Gyang Dung 
Musa who introduced the 
association to the ministry, 

noted that traditional 
medicine has been of 
immense health benefit to 
Nigerians.  

Gyang Musa however 
called on the Federal 
Government to remove the 
association from the Federal 
Ministry of Health and place 
her under the Federal 
M i n i s t r y  o f  S c i en ce ,  
Technology and Innovation 
f o r  t h e  d e s i r e d  
development.  

Speaking, the President of 
the Association Dr. Peter 
Luke Dako said that the 
association has a lot to offer 
the country and the world in 
t e rms  o f  t r a d i t i o na l  
medicine but she is highly 
c on f r on t ed  w i t h  t h e  
c ha l l e nge s  o f  o f f i c e  
a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  
registration with NAFDAC 
among others which have 
been hindering the progress 
of the Association.

Udoh advocates for traditional
 medicine curriculum inclusion 

NCEA matriculates new students
THE Nasarawa State College 

of Education Akwanga has 
matriculated over 2,000 
students for the 2021/2022 
academic session with the 
tasked on them to endeavor to 
be of good conducts and role 
models as potential teachers 
and character moulders as 
potent ia l  teachers and 
c h a r a c t e r  f o r  t h e i r  
pupils/students and the 
society in general to copy from 
them.  

The Provost of the College 
Rev Thani Jonathan gave the 
t a s k e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
matriculation ceremony of the 
newly admitted students 

saying that it has become 
highly imperative upon them 
as teachers and role models to 
be of good moral conducts, 
s o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  
character and also make 
disciplinary behaviours their 
watch words.

“As potential teachers who 
are the lifewire in the 
education industry you should 
always be guided by sound 
knowledge to impact to your 
pupils/students be great role 
modes in character, displine 
and all good moral conducts so 
as to help build a better society 
just as expected of you” he 
admonished. 

On the other hand, the 
Provost who spoke through the 
Deputy Provost Administration 
Alhaji Umar Shafa  warned the 
newly matriculated students to 
shun all forms of vices such as 
drug abuse, drinkeness, 
i n d e c e n t  d r e s s i n g s ,  
examination malpractice,  
sexual promiscuity, cultism, 
stealing, fighting, gossiping 
among others saying that such 
negative attitudes would 
attract serious  sanction for 
anyone of them caught 
indulging on them. 

“Since all the vices stated 
above were inimical towards 
the development of the school 
and  t he  s t uden t s  t he  
authorities of the college 
would invoke the appropriate 
provision of the law to deal or 
punish the perpetrator(s) of 
the act” he warned. 

The Provost who assured 
that the col lege would 
cont inue  to  prov ide  a  
conducive and learning 
friendly environment for all its 
students and lecturers as well, 
advised the students to ensure 
that they are always diligent in 
all their studies in order to 
achieve academic excellence 
as well as their desired targets. 

Speaking about the current 
s e c u r i t y  c h a l l e n g e s  
confronting the nation, the 
Provost advised the students 
to adhere strictly to the 

security arrangements put in 
p l a ce  by  the  secu r i t y  
operatives within the colleges 
and always be security 
conscious by reporting all 
suspicious movements to the 
security agencies for an 
appropriate and prompt 
a c t i o n s  t o  a v e r t  a n y  
unfortunates situation or 
happenings. 

He further advised the 
student s to always carry along 
their  ident i ty cards to 
anywhere they may go for an 
easy identification. 

While commending Governor 
Abdullahi Sule of the state for 
his recent visit to the college 
and the approval of funds for 
the accreditation of the 
colleges Degree and NCE 
programmes and also the 
release of funds for the 
convocation of the eight sets of 
graduates of the colleges, the 
Provost assured that on their 
parts they would continue to 
make the best use of all what 
was given and ensure good 
standards in their activities. 

Thani who used the occasion 
to congratulate the newly 

From MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, Keffi 

From DORCAS PANKYES, 
Abuja

Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN), Kaduna State, 
has described the lack of 
concern by the government on 
the killings of Christians as 
“ d i s a p p o i n t i n g  a n d  
disgraceful”.
The State Chairman Rev John 

Joseph Hayab accused the 
federal and state governments 
of keeping silent while Islamic 
terrorists under the cloak of 
bandits massacre Christians in 
the state.

Rev. John Joseph Hayab, who 
stated this in a statement on 
Sunday, described the killings 
as too many and the lack of 
concern by the government as 
“ d i s a p p o i n t i n g  a n d  
disgraceful”.
“The  band i t s  a re  now 
hardened and brutal. They are 
killing without mercy and the 
rate at which they have turned 
on the Church in Kaduna State 
and Nigeria is alarming and 
worrisome," he said.
He added, “The last three 
weekends have all been 
periods of mourning and 
anguish from our communities 
to the church.”
He lamented the killing of Rev 
Fr Vitus Borogo on his farm on 
Saturday.
Borogo, 50, was killed at 
Prison Farm, Kujama, along 
K a d u n a - K a c h i a  R o a d ,  
following a raid on the farm by 
terrorists.
The deceased priest was the 
Chaplain of the Catholic 
Community of the Kaduna 
State Polytechnic, and the 
Chairman of the Nigerian 
Catholic Diocesan Priests 
Association (NCDPA), Kaduna 
Chapter.

Government's concern on killing of Christians 
disappointing, disgraceful -CAN

Ayokunle

matriculated students for 
scaling through the admission 
process of the colleges also 
reminded them that the 
matriculation oath taking by 
the new students in the 
institution signals the first of 
initiation and acceptance into 
the institution's community 
adding that the oath of 
allegiance taken they have 
formally been enrolled as 
student of the College of 
Education Akwanga. 

Ourmen reports that highlight 
of the ceremony include the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
matriculation oaths to the 
students by the Registrar of the 
college Mr. Yakubu Akiru 
Ojikpa. 

Meanwhile, some students 
interviewed expressed their 
h a p p i n e s s  w i t h  t h e i r  
matriculation and pledged to be 
of good moral behaviours 
throughout their stay in the 
college and face their studies 
squarely in order to meet-up 
with their academic targets and 
the expectations of both their 
parents and society in them.   

Sule

From JOHN FWAH,  Kaduna
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The EU Ambassador to 
Nigeria and Economic 
Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), Ms 
Samuela Isopi, on Tuesday, 
s a i d  t h e  E U  w a s  
collaborating with the 
Federal Government to 
improve infrastructure and 
security.

Isopi, who said this at a 
briefing with business 
editors in Lagos, noted that 
it was imperative for 
Nigeria to improve critical 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  
o v e r c o m e  s e c u r i t y  
challenges to attract 
investments into key 
sectors of the economy.

Isopi said: “We are 
working to support the 
government to address 
security challenges in the 
area of farmers/herder 
clashes, oil bunkering and 
others.

“Nigeria needs to create 
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

environment to attract 
investments in the several 
sectors of the economy.”

The ambassador said the 
EU was also focusing on 
investments in the oil and 
gas as well as agriculture 
sectors as key drivers of the 
Nigerian economy.

“We want to wean 
ourselves from dependence 
on gas from Russia. By 
continuing to buy gas from 
Russia, we will continue to 
support their economy.

“We are reaching out to 
the Nigerian government 
and other African countries 
as alternatives.

“But we are confronted by 
the issues of inadequate 
infrastructure, vandalism, 
banditry and kidnapping. 
T h a t ' s  w hy  w e  a r e  
collaborating with the 
Nigerian government,” said 
Isopi.

Isopi, who described the 
EU bloc as Nigeria's biggest 

trading partner, said the 
European bloc accounted 
for 20.9 per cent of 
Nigeria's trade with the 
world.

She added that the EU 
accounted for 25.4 per 
cent of Nigeria's exports to 
the global market, and was 
Nigeria's second largest 
i m p o r t  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  
accounting for 16.1 per 
cent of the country's total 
imports.

She further noted that 
the bloc was Nigeria's first 
partner in foreign direct 
investment, with EU 
companies, together with 
their Nigerian business 
partners, contributing to 
the country's economic 
growth, job creation and 
wealth generation.

She said all the issues 
hindering investments in 
Nigeria would be tackled at 
t h e  8 t h  E U - N i g e r i a  
Business Forum, themed 
'Nigeria and the New 
Economy,' scheduled to 
hold in Lagos from June 30 
to July 1.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r,  
business leaders and 
government officials from 
Nigeria and Europe will 
seek to identify new 
opportunities to unlock the 
Nigerian economy towards 
win-win outcomes for 
Nigeria and Europe at the 
forum.

“This year's event will 
focus on three key sectors: 
backward integrat ion 
policy of the Nigerian 
government; opportunities 
to increase gas exports to 
Europe; and new initiatives 
in the agricultural sector.

They are accusing the 

Jimeta marshalls of using 

arm twisting to extort from 

them even as they pay a 

hundred naira daily and 

even twice each per day.

On why they blocked 

selected routes thereby 

causing hardship to other 

commuters, they said it 

was because they learnt 

Governor Ahmadu Umaru 

Fintiri was passing through 

it to commission a four 

kilometer road that leads 

to the NYSC Camp.

Most traders even had to 

lock up their shops for fear 

of looting by miscreants.
Contacted over the nasty 

development, Permanent 
Secretary of the Ministry of 
Transportation, Barrister 
Asiyale Ananze disclosed 
that the N6,500 was 

EU partners FG on infrastructure, security
–Envoy

Police in Imo State 
Monday, paraded some 
suspects who allegedly 
killed former Presidential 
aide of President Goodluck 
Jonathan, Alhaji Ahmed 
Gulak last year.

Gulak was murdered on 
Ngor Okpala Airport Road, 
Owerri, the state capital.

The suspects were 
paraded alongside others 
who allegedly bombed the 
residence of the President 
General of Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, Prof. George 
Obiozor.

Commissioner of Police 
Mohammed Barde said the 
suspects confessed to be 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
Indigenous People of 
Biafra (IPOB) and Eastern 
Security Network (ESN). 

He said detectives, on 
June 20, arrested one 
Anosike Chimobi, 28, who 
confessed being among 
IPOB/ESN members that 
murdered Gulak on May 
30, 2021.

Barde also claimed that 
Anosike was also involved 
in the burning of police 
stations in Aboh Mbaise, 
Ahiazu Mbaise, Ezinihitte 
Mbaise, Ihitte-Uboma and 
Obowo .

The police chief equally 

s a i d  t h e  s u s p e c t  
participated in the attack 
on a truckload of onions at 
Enyiogwugwu Junction 
shortly after killing Gulak.

I n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  
n e w s m e n ,  A n o s i k e  
confessed that some 
politicians were behind 
some of their crimes in the 
state.

“ S o m e t i m e s  t h e  
politicians will come and 
meet our commander, 
Ebube Uche Madu aka Virus 
but our leader will drive us 
away each time they came 

to discuss with him,” he 
said.

Also paraded were three 
suspects, Ifeanyi Awaenyi, 
28, Ahanotu Chimezie, 24, 
and Ahazie Chukwudi, 24, 
arrested in connection with 
the burn ing o f  Pro f  
Obiozor's residence on 
March 19.

The suspects, who were 
arrested in Lagos, were 
said to have taken part in 
the kidnap of one Chief 
Okoro Junior, and the killing 
of his police guard on April 
28.

Imo police arrest 
suspected 

killers of Ahmed Gulak

The  Chairman of the 

N i g e r i a  D e p o s i t  

Insurance Corporation 

(NDIC) Board , Mrs 

Ronke Sokefun has 

ca l led for s t ronger 

collaboration on the 

implementation of the 

N a t i o n a l  A n t i -

Cor rupt ion St ra tegy 

( N A C S )  t o w a r d s  

strengthening the fight 

against corruption in the 

country.

Mrs Sokefun made the 

ca l l i n Abu ja a t a 

sensitization seminar 

f o r  B o a r d  a n d  

Management o f the  

Corporation facilitated  

by the National  Anti-

Cor rupt ion St ra tegy 

Secretariat.

The NDIC Chairman 

s a i d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  

t h r o u g h  e f f e c t i v e  

s e n s i t i z a t i o n  o n  

c omponen t s o f t h e  

NACS, particularly the  

National  Ethics and 

Integrity Policy, and  the  

Freedom of Information 

Act would go a long  way 

in enhancing the buy-in 

and ownership of the 

a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n  

campaign of the Federal 

Government amongst 

t o p  e c h e l o n s  o f  

government agencies.

While stressing the 

total commitment of the 

board and management 

o f  N D I C  t o  s o u n d  

corporate governance, 

Mrs Sokefun said the  

d r i v e  t o w a r d s  

d e e p e n i n g  a n t i -

corruption practices in 

t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  

informed the invitation 

of the NACS secretariat 

to host the sensitization 

seminar for the board 

and management.

In his presentation on 

the National Integrity 

Ethics and Integrity 

Po l i c y,  t h e D e p u t y 

D i r e c t o r ,  P u b l i c  

Institutions Ethics and 

V a l u e s  o f   t h e  

Independent Corrupt 

Pract ices and other 

r e l a t e d  O f f e n c e s  

Commission (ICPC), Mr 

John Ode lauded the 

NDIC Board for being the 

first institution in both 

the public and private 

sector to accept and also 

t a k e  t h e  N A C S  

sens i t izat ion to the 

board level.

Mr.  Ode  sa id  the  

collaboration with NACS 

and the emergence of 

NDIC as overall best 

agency in the 2021 ICPC 

Ethics and Integrity score 

card among over 300 

public institutions were 

t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  

c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

m a i n s t r e a m  a n t i -

corruption policies and 

p r a c t i c e s  i n t o  i t s  

operations. 

Ode who noted that the 

Ant i-Corrupt ion Unit  

(ACTU) of the NDIC was 

the most active among 

other public institutions 

charged the Corporation 

to further imprint its anti-

corrupt ion campaign 

messages on all its 

communication channels 

as a way of reinforcing the 

conduct of staff.

From DORCAS 
PANKYES, Abuja

i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  I C T  
registration of all tricycle 
and motorcycle owners in 
order to reduce security 
challenges involving them 
(tricycles) popularly called 
Keke Napep.

They were asked to 
procure form that cost 
N1,000 and another 
N3,000 paid to the Board 
of Internal Revenue while 
it is not true that they were 
asked to pay N6,500.

As at the time of this 
report, the protesters had 
destroyed the offices of the 
Jimeta marshalls.

The State Police boss 
S.K. Akande when our 
correspondent called was 
said to be at a meeting 
with Chairman of Yola 
North and that he has 
since visited the scenes of 
the protest and would not 
comment.

M e a n w h i l e ,  m a n y  
people, frowned at the 
protests as it deprived 
many of the opportunity to 
attend to their businesses.

From GYANG PAM, Yola

Alkali

Commercial activities 
came to a halt Tuesday 
when t r icyc le  r iders  
blocked several spots in 
Jimeta, the commercial city 
of Yola, Adamawa State 
capital over what they say 
was undue extortion by 
Jimeta marshalls.

Furthermore, the riders 
complained about the 
ex to r t i on  o f  doub l e  
taxation at both Jimeta and 
Yola South by officials of 
the riders association.

One  o f  the  r i de rs  
disclosed that every year, 
they pay the sum of N6,500 
to the state government 
through the Ministry of 
Transportation.

 “Worrisome is the fact 

that we are forced to pay 

monies to these Jimeta 

marshalls, an outfit put in 

place by the Yola North 

L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  

Council”, some of the riders 

claimed.

Commercial tricycle riders 
protest over extortion 

NDIC advocates for 
collaboration with ICPC 

Fintiri

Buhari
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CO-OPERATIVE societies are 

c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t  

institutions for uplifting the 

socio-economic conditions of 

their members and local 

communities. To be successful, 

these co-operatives need to 

have dedicated, trained and 

vibrant leaders that would 

sustain and maintain the growth 

of various  societies in Plateau 

State.
It is important to know that 

leadership skills, management, 

information technology, and 

application of co-operative 

principles need leaders that are 

pragmatic in nature that would 

drive modern day co-operative 

societies to greater heights in 

development.
Again,professional behaviours, 

i n t e r p e r s ona l  r e l a t i o n s ,  

governance and motivation of 

leaders, need to be cultivated 

through constant training, 

sem ina r s ,  wo rkshop,  t o  

adequately equip leaders of 

primary societies with the 

modern day skills, knowledge 

and experience.
Similarly, the Plateau State Co-

operative Federation Limited, 

(PLASCOFED) held a two day 

Workshop/Summit for her 

leaders of various primary 

societies in Plateau, with the 

theme:"Developing Pragmatic, 

Vis ionary and Purposeful 

Leadership for Co-operative 

Sustainability" at Sarau Event 

Centre in Jos recently.
However, leadership is the 

ability of an individual or group of 

individuals to influence and 

guide fol lowers or other 

members of an organization in 

making sound and sometimes 

difficult decisions, creating and 

articulating a clear vision, 

establishing achievable goals 

and providing followers with the 

knowledge and tools necessary 

to achieve planned goals.
Moreover, an effective leader 

possesses the characteristics of 

s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e ,  s t r o n g  

communication,management 

skills, creativity, innovative 

thinking and perseverance in the 

face of failure, willingness to 

take risks, openness to change 

etc.
The resource person during the 

two day programme, Mr.Buden 

Augustine Dunka, is from the 

Department of Co-operative 

E c o n o m i c s  a n d  

M a n a g e m e n t , C o l l e g e  o f  

Business and Management 

Studies, Kaduna Polytechnic, 

Kaduna State.
He said that, "with the rising 

global prospects in population 

and development that are 

connected with increasing usage 

of resources and environmental 

influences, it appears that 

business entities do not have a 

direct option for reliable future 

sustainability.However, there is a 

need for a hol ist ic  and  

pragmatic approach to combat 

the various difficulties of future 

sustainabi l i ty that would 

withstand the ever-changing 

market environment."
"Therefore, nowadays the  

corporate leaders, firm manager 

and  owner-managers  o f  

enterprises are being challenged 

By HOSEA NYAMLONG

society but conflicts if left 

unchecked can disrupt the 

achievement of these ideals. 

Conflicts in co-operative need to 

be well managed and properly 

resolved in a non-violent way. 

This would lead to a stronger co-

operatives on the Plateau and 

would also help in building a 

better human community, the 

resource person concluded 
The PLASCOFED President, 

Mrs. Hannatu Paul Mershak in her 

remarks, stated that the 

leadership workshop was timely, 

considering the state of the 

economy of our country today 

and world wide.
Leaders who have a sense of 

direction can work towards 

achieving the common goals of 

the co-operative and to also 

sustain the future through  

pragmatic steps.
She urged co-operative leaders 

to ensure that they put what 

they have learned into practice 

in order to build a lasting 

economic viability of our 

country, Nigeria.
Mershak called on Plateau 

state government to kindly 

e n s u r e  t h a t  m o n t h l y  

remittances of various co-

operative societies are being 

paid as at when due, co-operativ 

societies cannot survive without 

funds and is the life wire and 

hope of every Civil Servant in 

the state.
Highlights of the event was the 

fund raising of 10 million naira 

by members of co-operative 

societies, supported by bankers, 

fr iends and wel l-wishers 

towards  the purchase of a bus 

for PLASCOFED official use so as 

to enhance the smooth running 

of the act ivit ies of the 

Federation.

to make inputs to sustainable 

development on economic, 

organisational, soceital and 

environmental matters." In 

today's competitive market 

environment, for a business to 

achieve sustainability,it is largely 

dependent on a business 

sustainability model to highlight 

the logic behind firm value 

creation and its potential effect”.
On the other  hand,Co-

ope ra t i ves  soc i e t i e s  a re  

democratic in nature when it 

comes to decision making, 

processes of selecting leaders to 

man the affairs of the society.
It would be highly adaptable 

and very resilient when we 

compete to make our society 

better by having pragmatic 

leaders who would focus on 

pract ica l  approaches and 

solutions rather than allowing 

their emotions to distract them in 

the cause of administration.
Pragmatic leaders are goal 

driven, they value hitting their 

goals above anything and are 

very bold thinkers, even when 

others are afraid of the risk in 

business.
Nonetheless, you don't have to 

b e  a  C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  

Officer(CEO), but  to be a 

v i s i o n a r y  l e a d e r,  t h i s  

management skill can exist in all 

levels of leadership, whereby, 

they are persistent to navigate 

challenges and push through 

them in keeping the team on 

course by leading with a "never-

give-up" attitude no matter how 

tough things get.
Whereas, in the cause of 

running the affairs of co-

operative societies, obstacles, 

conflicts are bound to happen as 

a result of an autocratic 

management style, inadequate 

regular meetings, inadequate 

information inflow between 

management and members, 

inadequate Co-operat ive 

Education for both members 

and Exco, ignorance of the 

society's bye-law, injustice and 

selective treatment of some 

members by management 

committee etc.
When such conflicts occur, it 

should be handled carefully to 

avoid escalation of further 

conflicts among members of the 

society by putting in measures in 

the resolution that encompasses 

the use of non-violentce in 

promoting effective resolution 

without fear or favours by being 

proactive in handling issues, 

getting facts of the matters and 

to keep communication open to 

get a feedback.
Dunka added that, there are 

ways of minimizing conflict in 

Co-operative societies in 

creating  of a democratic 

atmosphere, holding regular 

effective meetings, organizing 

i n t e n s i v e  c o - o p e r a t i v e  

education, abiding by the 

provisions of the law and bye-

laws, to understand and 

harmonize the needs of various 

sub-groups in the co-operative, 

maintaining free flow of 

essential information, building 

membership-management trust 

etc and increasing co-operative 

spirit of oneness among 

members.
He stressed that, existence of 

conflicts in an organization 

where persons work together is 

normal, as conflict is a part of life 

conflict in co-operative is an 

evidence that there is a wealth of 

experience, knowledge and 

ideas among members.
Co-operatives are well known 

for economic entities that 

pursue social justice and fair 

distribution of income in the 

Sustaining  co-operative societies through 
pragmatic leadership training









Last week, Plateau Governor Simon Bako Lalong and some members of his 
executives stormed the premises of NASCO Foods, Yakubu Gowon Way, Jos to 
celebrate the company's success story. 
NASCO Foods had organised the forum on June 23, 2022 to launch its new 

multi- billion Naira production plant, that was described to be world class and 
state of the art technology and facilities that would increase the output of 
the production of its popular 'NASCO Cornflakes'. 
The event attracted political big wigs, many personalities and 

representatives of organisations, heads of banks and industries and officials 
from the private and public circles.
Among corporate entities present were First Bank Nigeria PLC, Bank of 

Industries, Manufacturers Association of Nigeria, Industrial Training Fund, 
Standards Organisation of Nigeria, National Agency for Food, Drugs and 
Control (NAFDAC), among others. They all praised the over 6-decade old 
company for sustaining 
its production tempo 
and sustaining the 
business enterprise to a 
leading one despite 
Covid-19 and other 
challenges. 
NASCO Foods is the 

biscuit, cereal and 
snack unit of the group 
and  i t  p roduces  
breakfast cereals,  as 
well as a variety of 
biscuits and snacks.
Governor Lalong who 

was Special Guest of 
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Honour at the forum was glad that since its establishment in 1963,  the 
company which produces various brands across the country and Africa has 
become one of the leading companies in Plateau.  He said it has grown to 
become a major booster to the state's economy, aside being a job creation 
determinant,  wealth creation catalyst and source of pride to Plateau.  
Parts of the accolades he poured on NASCO was their resilience during the 

period when the state was faced with ethno-religious crisis,  conflicts that led to 
a mass exodus of businesses from the state to other states. 
"I am delighted that this foremost company has not only deepened its 

presence in Jos,  but has endured all the challenges that emerged at various 
times which led to the exodus of many investors from the state" said Lalong.
He also said his administration has worked hard to regain the confidence of 

both foreign and local investors in the state by fulfilling one of its policy thrust- 

“Sustainable Economic Rebirth" .
He gave a tribute to the founding father of the company, the late great 

Industrialist, Ahmed Nasreddin who died at the age of 97 in May 2021 for laying 
a solid foundation for the company and nurturing it to a sustainable level 
before his demise. Lalong said he was glad that his son, Dr. Attia Nasreddin who 
is the Chairman of NASCO group is continuing in his father's footsteps by 
making the Jos-based company a leading industrial conglomerate.  
He thereafter commissioned the new cornflakes production plant before 

taking a tour of the facility alongside other key stakeholders.  
The NASCO Foods visit climaxed with the organisers treating special guests to 

lunch on a roundtable, and serving corn-flakes as the major meal.

A veteran journalist and 
former General Manager of 
the Plateau Publishing 
Corporation (PPC), the 
p u b l i s h e r s  o f  T H E  
NIGERIA STANDARD 
a n d  S U N D A Y  
S T A N D A R D ,  N d e  
Jonathan Ishaku, has 
encouraged youth to 
develop courage and call 
out names of those who 
betrayed Plateau dreams 
and ideals.

He made the call while 
presenting a paper Tittled:  
" P l a t e a u  D r e a m ;  
Sustaining the Vision of 
our Fathers"  at the 5th 
Edition of the Plateau 
Leadership Summit, held 
at the Crest Hotels and 
Gardens Jos, the Plateau 
State capital recently.

The veteran said, "I 
believe that the only way 
we can continue to be 
inspired by the vision of 
our forefather, is to 
remember their struggle 
for a free, just, peaceful 
and united society. We 
should document as well as 
teach about the lives and 
history of our heroes past. 
"In the Benue Plateau 

State, the Mil i tary 

Governor,  Joseph Dechi 
Gomwalk,  a Commissioner 
of Police,  consolidated on 
the newly found freedom of 
the independent state and 
worked tirelessly to give 
concrete political and 
economic expression to the 
dream of the Middle Belt 
ideology.   
"Th i s  enta i l ed  the  

demonstration of self-
determinism by introducing 
policies aimed at cutting the 
umbilical cord of feudalist 
domina t ion .  Adopt ing  

“Liberty and Peace” as its 
motto,  Benue Plateau State 
paid due tribute to its long 
years of struggle against 
conquest by jihadists and 
later resistance to Northern 
feudal oligarchy.  

This aspiration to be free 
and to evolve political and 
economic inst i tut ions,  
po l i c i e s ,  mode l s  and  
systems that enhance self-
reliance are what, in my 
view, constitute the Plateau 
Dream through the years. It 
is the same dream our 
generation share with our 
early nationalists such as the 
David Lots, the Patrick 
Dokotris, the Moses Rwangs, 
the Azi Nyakos, the Solomon 

Lars, Michael Bubas, etc, 
who toiled to give us 
freedom with dignity.  
"We should list the 

accomplishment and honour 
the achievers of the Plateau 
Dream.  We should also 
have the courage to call out 
those who betray our ideals.  
Now that we stand at the 
pedestal of a new dawn,  
with these young and 
energetic young men and 
women,  it is my hope that 
the Plateau Dream would 
inspire this generation 
anew" ,  he enthused.

Ishaku,  disclosed that, in 
order to educate, inform and 
g ive  a  vo i ce  to  the  

“ liberated” people of the 
state,  Gomwalk established 
The Nigeria Standard and 
t h e  B e n u e  P l a t e a u  
Television (BPTV) ,  which 
incidentally was the first 
colour TV station in Nigeria,  
if not the entire West Africa 
and also pursued the 
transfer of Jos and environs 
to NEPA's national grid to 
free the service of NESCO for 
part transfer to the rural 
a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
respectively. 

He,  also opined that 
Solomon Lar realized the 

THE Al l  Progressive 
Congress gubernatorial 
candidate of Plateau State,  
Dr. Nentawe Yilwatda 
Goshwe,  said there was 
the need for Plateau people 
to de-emphasize their 
differences and focus on 
how first they are Plateau 
people before tribes to help 
move the state forward.

He stated this recently, 
while speaking at the 5th 
Edition of the Plateau 
Leadership Submit (PLS) 
where he happened to be 
one of Discussants, held at 
the Crest Hotels and 
Gardens Jos, the state 
capital. 

T h e  G o v e r n o r s h i p  
c a n d i d a t e  w h o  w a s  
represented by Mr. Kelvin 
Pankshin, said, "all started 
from God when He was 
about to create man. He 
said "Let us make man in 
our image. That is multi-
lateral and not unilateral. 
Despite the infinite capacity 
of God to anything, He still 
recognized the importance 
and essence of unity that 
was why he made that 
statement. 
"You have seen across the 

globe that, whenever there 
is no unity, you expect that 
there is no development. 
So, unity is key and how can 
we get unity? First, we must 
inculcate those values, we 
must deny ourselves and we 
must de-emphasize things 
t h a t  d i v i d e  u s  a n d  
emphasize on things that 
unite us because we are first 
Plateau people, before any 
tribe. 
"If we do that,  it means 

we are ready to grow.  Yes,  
if there is no problem,  then 
there will be no reward.  For 
those who will solve this 
tribal problem,  they will be 
rewarded for it. So,  it is 
natural because society 
changes and always have 
challenges .
"I know there are people 

who can step in and I have 
this deep conviction that at 
every point in time 
whenever there is a 
problem,  it is an invitation 
for those have solution to 
step in.  I look forward to 
seeing one Plateau where 
we will look at ourselves in 
the eye and sincerely say 
my brother in unity" ,  he 
enthused.  

extent to which the Middle 
Belt Dream had suffered 
under the preceding military 
dispensation in his words, 
"the personality clashes 
between former comrades-
in-arms, the treachery and 
betrayals within the Middle 
Belt-officer corps as well as 
the increasing rivalry of sub-
ethnic groupings previously 
subsumed under the Middle 
Belt banner had seriously 
undermined its solidarity. 
"This was what led him to 

e m b a r k  o n  h i s  
“ E m a n c i p a t i o n ”  
programme.  His agenda was 
to reunite the ethnic 
minorities for the political 
liberation under the middle 
B e l t  D r e a m  o f  o u r  
forefathers. Indeed, true to 
expectation, Chief Lar carried 
on exactly from where the 
late J.D. Gomwalk stopped, 

“away from and without the 

influence of the Northerners", 
he revealed

Early,  the Chief Executive 
of COA Media Group and 
Coordinating Executive of 
Plateau Leadership (PLS) ,  
A m b a s s a d o r  C l e t u s  
Akhimiem, said, "the 
Plateau Leadership Submit 
has held grounds to foster 
critical reasoning for the 
sustainable development of 
P l a t eau  S t a t e  am id s t  
prevailing challenges and 
emerging leadership issues".

The visit to NASCO Foods

Call out those who betrayed our 
Plateau ideals Stories by EZEKIEL DONTINNA

We are first Plateau
people before tribes

-Nentawe
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Sports

NIGERIA will not take part in 
the 2022 World Athletics 
Championship 4x100m relay 
following extended ban 
handed to Blessing Okagbare 
in the wake of her anti-doping 
v i o l a t i o n s ,  
www.bestchoicesports.com.n
g can report.

The Athletics Integrity Unit, 
AIU of the Word Athletics, WA 
announced that banned 
Nigerian sprinter Blessing 
Okagbare has been found to 
have committed additional 
anti-doping rule violations – 
specifically evading sample 
collection, and tampering or 
attempted tampering with 
the doping control process.

While Okagbare has had her 
current 10-year ban from 
athletics extended by one 
year (now 11 years in total), 
a n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  
consequence of this decision 
against her is that Nigeria has 
lost its potential qualification 
place for the women's 
4x100m relay at next 
month's World Athletics 
Championships Oregon22.

This is because six days 
after Okagbare evaded 
sample collection (13 June 
2021), she competed in the 
4x100m relay event at the 
Nigeria Olympic Trials, with 
her relay squad qualifying for 
t h i s  y e a r ' s  W o r l d  
Championships.

All individual and relay 
results involving Okagbare, 
from 13 June 2021, are now 
disqualified under the rules.

Head of the Athletics 
Integrity Unit (AIU), Brett 
Clothier, is encouraging 
athletes and entourage to 
report suspected doping, 
noting the unscrupulous 
behaviour of dopers could 
have damning repercussions 
for their team-mates and 

country.
His comments come in the 

wake of already-banned 
Nigerian sprinter Blessing 
Okagbare being found to have 
committed additional anti-
doping rule violations.

“Over the years, we have 
repeatedly seen how one 
person's actions adversely 
affect team-mates who have 
trained hard and worked 
honestly for their results,” 
noted Clothier.

 “In a relay team, if one 
member violates the anti-
doping rules, everyone bears 
the brunt of results being 
expunged. They all pay the 
price. In this instance, Nigeria 
has lost an important 
qualification spot. Those are 
the rules and we will not 
compromise on integrity.”

On 14 February, 2022, the 
Disciplinary Tribunal banned 
Okagbare for 10 years; 
consecutive five-year bans for 
the presence and use of 
m u l t i p l e  p r o h i b i t e d  
substances, and for her 
refusal to co-operate with the 
AIU's investigation into her 

c a s e .  T h e  p r o h i b i t e d  
substances were human 
Growth Hormone (hGH) and 
recombinant erythropoietin 
(EPO). This decision stemmed 
from charges which the AIU 
brought against Ms Okagbare 
on 07 October, 2021. Details 
can be read here.

On 10 June, 2022, the AIU 
further charged Ms Okagbare 
w i t h  E va d i n g  S a m p l e  
Collection, and Tampering or 
Attempted Tampering with 
the Doping Control process. 
These charges related to the 
circumstances of the athlete's 
Whereabouts Failure on 13 
June, 2021, and were pursued 
based on information in a 
criminal charge, brought 
a g a i n s t  U S - b a s e d  
“naturopathic” therapist Eric 
Lira, on 12 January, 2022, by 
the United States Department 
o f  J u s t i c e  unde r  t h e  
Rodchenkov Act. Mr Lira is 
alleged to have supplied 
per fo rmance-enhanc ing  
drugs to athletes before the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games 
(delayed until summer 2021 
because of the Covid-19 

…Nigeria disqualified from 2022 World 4x100m relay

NIGERIAN sprinter Blessing 
Okagbare has been handed 
an extra one-year ban for 
additional doping violations 
to add to her existing 10-
year suspension.

The Athletics Integrity Unit 
charged her with "evading 
sample collection, and 
tampering or attempted 
tampering with the doping 
control process".

In February, the 33-year-
old was handed her original 
ban for "multiple breaches of 
anti-doping rules".

She was suspended during 
the 2021 Tokyo Olympics 
after failing a drug test.

As a result of Okagbare's 
additional ban, Nigeria has 
lost its potential qualification 
place in the women's 
4x100m relay at July's World 
Championships in Oregon.

Six days after she evaded 
sample collection - on 13 
June 2021 - she competed in 
the relay event at Nigeria's 
Olympic trials, helping her 
team to qualify for the World 
Championships. However, all 
results involving Okagbare 
have now been disqualified.

"Over the years, we have 
repeatedly seen how one 
person's actions adversely 
affect team-mates who have 
trained hard and worked 

honestly for their results," 
AIU head Brett Clothier said 
in a statement.

"In this instance, Nigeria 
has lost an important 
qualification spot. Those are 
the rules and we will not 
compromise on integrity."

Okagbare ,  the  2008 
Olympic long jump silver 
medallist, was a medal 
contender for the women's 
100m in Tokyo last year and 
won her heat in 11.05 
seconds.

But she was ruled out of the 

semi-finals after the AIU said 
she had tested positive for a 
human growth hormone 
f o l l o w i n g  a n  o u t - o f -
competition test on 19 July.

Okagbare ban 
extended to 11 years

THE Local Organising 
Committee for the 2022 
National Sports Festival has 
announced Thursday, 30th 
June for the unveiling of the 
logo and mascot for the 21st 
National Sports Festival, NSF, 
scheduled to commence in 
November this year.

Speaking with journalists, 
Secretary of the LOC, Sir, 
Chris Anaziah said the logo 
and mascot would be unveiled 
in Asaba at the Government 
House Unity Hall by 11am, 
with his Excellency,, the 
Executive Governor of Delta 
State, and the People's 
Democratic Party's Vice-
Pres ident ia l  candidate,  
Senator Dr Ifeanyi Okowa as 
the chief host of the event.

Minister of Youth and Sports 
Development, Sunday Dare 
with other members of Main 
Organising Committee (MOC) 
headed by the Sports' 
M i n i s t r y  P e r m a n e n t  
Secretary, Alhaji Isma'il 
Abubakar, will also be present 
that the unveiling ceremony.

The LOC had earlier though 
its Chairman and Secretary to 
the Delta State Government, 
(SSG) Chief Patrick Ukah, 

r e i t e r a t e d  D e l t a ' s  
commitment to the hosting of 
the 21st National Sports 
Festival as the best of the 
festival since its inception.

He had asserted that the 
Asaba 2022 National Sports 
Festival will be the best of its 
kind as it will be second to 
none since the inception of the 
games in the country since 

1973.
He noted that Delta as a 

major sporting state in the 
country, are committed to 
providing the best of facilities 
for citizens of the country and 
not just Deltans alone.

Delta 2022, will be the first 
time perennial champions, 
Delta State, will be hosting 
the “National Olympics”

DEBUTANTS in para-
sport at next month's 
Commonwealth Games, 
Innocent Nnamdi and 

Jubril Ademola Popoola 
h a v e  p r o m i s e d  
Nigerians exciting times 
at the Birmingham 2022 

e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
competit ion, which 
holds from July 27 to 
August 7.
Speak ing  to  The  

Guardian at the flag-off 
of the 2022 Olympic Day 
celebration, Nnamdi and 
Popoola, said they are 
looking forward to 
registering their names 
in gold.
Nnamdi, featuring in 

the 72 kg category of 
para-weightlifting, said 
despite the camp not 
o p e n i n g ,  h e  h a s  
commenced serious 
training to keep himself 
in good shape for the 
Games.
“This is my f irst 

participation in the 
Commonwealth Games 
and as you know, the 
camp has not officially 
opened. But on my own, 
I have been training 
hard at the National 
Stadium, pending when 
the sports ministry will 
declare it open.
“My teammates and I 

have high expectations 
of performing well in 

Birmingham. I believe I 
will come out on top in 
my weight category. My 
target is to win a gold 
medal for my country in 
the para-weightlifting 
event,” he said.
To Popoola, who is 

participating in the 
para-basketball team 
event, the fact that he is 
a first-timer at the 
Games will not stop him 
from winning a gold 
medal. 
“My ambition is to 

ensure that my team 
wins the gold medal, 
which will help create an 
awareness of the need 
t o  s t a r t  a  p a r a -
basketball league in the 
country. This is needed 
so that basketbal l  
athletes with disabilities 
wi l l  not go about 
begging for alms, as this 
will also take them out of 
joblessness,” he said. 
Popoola revealed that 

the para-basketball 
team had a training tour 
of some West African 
countries, where they 
featured in competitions 
as preparation for the 
Games.

Nnamdi, Popoola promise exciting times 
at Commonwealth Games

Okagbare

Para-athletes in training

The Sporst festival trophy

Dare with weeping Okagbare 

pandemic).
The complaint against Mr 

L i ra  p rov ides  spec i f i c  
information of his interaction 
with a person named 'Athlete 
1', including a written 
exchange on or around 13 
June, 2021, demonstrating 
that 'Athlete 1' knowingly and 
deliberately avoided testing 
by a Doping Control Officer in 
Jacksonsville, Florida. There 
was also other pertinent 
information about 'Athlete 1' 
in the criminal complaint 
which led the AIU Disciplinary 
Tribunal's sole arbitrator to be 
“comfortably satisfied” that 
'Athlete 1' is Blessing 
Okagbare, including text 
conversations imaged from 
Ms Okagbare's mobile phone 
by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI).

Ms Okagbare failed to 
respond to the charges by the 
extended deadline (21 June, 
2022) and is therefore 
deemed to have admitted the 
anti-doping rule violations 
(under Rule 2.3 and Rule 2.5 
of the World Athletics Anti-
Doping Rules) and to have 
accepted the consequences.

2022 National 
Sports Festival's logo, Mascot get  

unveiled tomorow
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The Super Eagles Captain, 
Ahmed Musa has maintained 
his charitable activities by 
distributing N20,000 to 5,000 
people in Jos, Plateau State, 
as a way of giving back to the 
community.

Acco rd ing  to  seve ra l  
sources, Musa made the 
decision to financially and 
materially support a number 
of individuals in Jos.

In pictures that have gone 
viral, the 29-year-old Super 
Eagles skipper can be seen 
giving money to a number of 
individuals.

Musa, who represents Fatih 
Karagümrük in the Turkish 
Süper Lig, is renowned for his 
charitable works and recently 
opened the M&S International 
School in Bukuru, Jos South 
Local Government, Plateau 
State.

Go out and conquer
PRESIDENT of the Nigeria 

Football Federation and FIFA 
Council Member, Mr Amaju 
Melvin Pinnick has told the 
Super Falcons of Nigeria to 

thbulldoze their way to a 10  
African tit le when they 

thparticipate in the 12  Women 
Africa Cup of Nations in 
Morocco next month.

Pinnick spoke on Sunday 
night while hosting the nine-
time champions to a special 
dinner at the Eko Hotel & 
Suites, Victoria Island, Lagos.

“There is not much for me tell 
you about the need to go all out 
there and conquer; it is 
something you are used to 
because you have the spirit, 
the energy and the aura of 
champions. You have won this 
trophy nine times out of 11 and 

th
you have to go for the 10  with 
equal passion and desire.

“Surely, there will be teams 
that would believe they can 
topple you from your throne; 
f r om your  pos i t i on  as  
champions. I have no doubt 
that you have the capacity to 
deal with every opposition and 
emerge champions once 
more.”

Pinnick's dinner guests 
inc luded NFF Execut ive 
Committee Member and 
Chairman of the Nigeria 
Women Football League, Ms 
Aisha Falode; Head Coach 
Randy Waldrum and his 
assistants; 25 players and; 
Super Falcons' backroom staff.

Meanwhi le ,  the  Super  
Falcons' contingent has landed 

in Casablanca, and already 
m o v e d  t o  M o r o c c o ' s  
administrative capital, Rabat 
where the team will camp for 
seven days before their 
crunch opening match of 
Group C against South 
Africa's Banyana Banyana in 

ththe same city on Monday, 4  
July.

The Falcons will also play 
thBotswana (Thursday, 7  

July) and Burundi (Sunday, 
th10  July) in the group phase.

All four semi-finalists in 

Morocco will qualify to 

represent Africa at the FIFA 

Women's World Cup in 

Australia & New Zealand next 

year, with the fifth-placed 

team handed an opportunity 

to also gain a place through a 

Playoff Tournament taking 

place early next year.

Musa personally handed 
the gift to them one by one 
as the crowd was heard 
praying for the Super 
Eagles captain.

M u s a ' s  o f f e r  w a s  
intended to assist the 
recipients in growing and 

e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  
enterprises.

In  the  past ,  Musa 
gaveKingsley Obiekwu, 
aformer Nigerian player 
who is now a bus driver, a 
donation of two million 
naira.

The Bauchi state Chairman of 
Sports Writers Association of 
Nigeria (SWAN)  has tasked 
members of the need to be 
professionals in reporting 
sporting activities in the state to 

avoid sensationalism and 
bias in their coverage.

M a h m u d  Y a k u b u  
Muhammad of NTA Bauchi is 
the chapter’s Chairman in 
the state and he threw the 

challenge  during the 
opening ceremony of the 
Bauchi SWAN 2022 Inter-
media sports competition 
week held at the NUJ Press 
Center Bauchi on Monday.

According to him, the aim of 
the SWAN week was to foster 
cordial relationship among 
media practitioners via sports 
and to  serve as forum to 
relax and interact with one 
another in the spirit of sports, 
adding that the week was 
also an avenue to create 
healthy competition through 
various games that will take 
place during the week long 
events.

Mahmoud further said that 
the Association will be 
organizing trainings for 
Sports Writers in the state to 
keep them abreast with 
trends in the sporting world 
as well as enhancing their 
reporting skills in sports.

He emphasized the need for 
Journalists to always exercise 
themselves to stay healthy as 
it enhances the physical well 
being of individuals and 
p romotes  menta l  and  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  h e a l t h  
considering the nature of 
their job.

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  
Chairman of the Nigeria 
Union of Journalists (NUJ), 
Bauch i  State  Counc i l ,  
Comrade Umar Sa'idu said 
that sports is today beyond 
entertainment or business 
but a tool for national unity 
and unification of the world.

He commended media 
organizations in the state for 
promoting sporting activities 
through their reportage and 
encouraged them to sustain 
the tempo.

In his contributions at the 
occasion, the Director of 
Sports,  Bauchi  Sports 
Commission,  Alh.Lawan 
Garba appreciated the 
positive contribution of 
Sports writers to sports 
development of the state 
s t r e s s i ng  tha t  spo r t s  
administrators and sports 
writers are partners in 
progress. 

He assured that the Sports 
Commission will continue to 
partner SWAN for sustainable 
development of the sports 
sector the state urging them 
to in always approach him for 
clarifications on sports 
issues. 

Bauchi SWAN kicks off 2022 Media Sports Week

The Board of the Nigeria 
Basketball Federation has 
extended its gratitude to His 
Exce l l en cy,  P r e s i den t  
Muhammadu Buhari for 
rescinding the Federal 
Government's decision, 
through the Honourable 

Minister of Youth and Sport, 
Chief Sunday Dare, to 
withdraw the national teams 
from international basketball.
In its immediate reaction, 
following the press conference 
p res i ded  ove r  by  the  
Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports 
Development, Alh. Ismaila 
Abubakar, held on Thursday in 

Abuja to announce the decision, 
the NBBF board said it was 
heart-warming that the best 
interests of the players and 
stakeholders have prevailed.
Speaking through its President, 
Engr Ahmadu Musa Kida, the 
board said, “After the back and 
forth, I am quite glad to see that 
this decision is reached, and it is 
a major victory for basketball. 

This is what I truly will say, 
n o  v i c t o r  a n d  n o  
vanquished”.
“It gladdens our heart that 
the Federal Government has 
decided to return basketball 
to where it r ightful ly 
belongs”.
“We recognize that some of 
t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
stakeholders and their 
effects are regrettable. Vital 
lessons have been learnt and 
stakeholders are now 
committed to close ranks in 
the overall interest of the 
game”.
“There can be no viable 
grassroots development 
w i t hou t  i n t e rna t i ona l  
exposure. No country can be 
an island while every kid who 
takes up sports wants to play 
on the global stage and 
represent its fatherland, with 
the resultant huge economic 
benefit to the child that 
attains global recognition in 
the game”, Kida said.
Kida also emphasized that 
the NBBF pledged, in line 
with its decision at its last 
meeting in Lagos, to set up a 
high-powered and all-
inclusive committee to 
reconcile every genuine 
g r i e v a n c e  a m o n g s t  
stakeholders.
“At our last board meeting, 
w e  r e s o l v e d  t o  p u t  
machinery in motion to bring 
every genuine stakeholder 
to the table. We have also 
resolved to maintain a very 
high level of respect for the 
Fede ra l  Gove r nmen t ,  
through the Ministry of 
Sports, as we recognize their 
supervisory role in line with 
global laws governing sports 
federations”.
I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
reconciliatory move will 
hera ld  the  necessary  
constitutional amendments 
recommended by  the  
stakeholders, through the 
FMYSD and others, as 
approved by the NBBF 
congress- the highest 
governing body of basketball 
in Nigeria.

NBBF hails Buhari for reversal
From Dorcas Pankyes, 

Abuja

THE 2022 edition of the 
N a t i o n a l  B a d m i n t o n  
Tournament hosted by the 
Antau Badminton Club, 
Ke f f i  i n  Ke f f i  Loca l  
Government Area of  
Nasarawa State  and 
supported by the Emir of 
Ke f f i ,  A l h a j i  S h eh u  
Muhammadu Yamusa III,  
kick started at the Youth 
Centre Keffi. 
The tournament which 

a t t rac ted  badmin ton  
players, male and female 
across the 22 state of the 
federat ion, was k ick 
started with p layers 
displaying their skills and 
talents to the admiration of 
the spectators who trooped 
in to catch a glimpse of the 
competition. 
Declaring the tournament 

open, the Emir of Keffi, Dr. 
Shehu Yamusa, assured 
them of all the necessary 
enabling environment to 
play and display their skills 
and talents in the game. 
The royal father who 

further assured them of all 
the necessary support for 
t he  su c ce s s  o f  t he  
tournament, thanked them 
for their choice of keffi to 
show case their talent in 
the game.

While congratulating 
the officials of the 
Badminton Association of 
N i g e r i a  f o r  t h e  
remarkable success they 
have achieved in their 
endeavour, he pledged to 
host them for a gala night 
at the end of the 
tournament. 
Earlier, the National 

C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
Badminton Association of 
Nigeria (BAN) Barrister 
Francis Orihi, thanked 
the Emir, the Nasarawa 
State Government and 
t h e  K e f f i  L o c a l  
Government chapter of 
the association for their 
rare display of hospitality 
a n d  a d e q u a t e  
preparation towards the 
successful kick-starting 
of them tournament. 
He then assured that 

they would continue to 
do their best in the 
promotion of the game 
across Nigeria to enable 
m a n y  p e o p l e  t o  
participate in it. 
In his remarks the state 

Commissioner for Sports 
and Youth Development 
Ambassador Lucky Isaac 
Yargwa, on behalf of the 
S ta te  Government ,  
a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  
Engineer Abdullahi Sule 
led administration is 

highly committed towards 
the deve lopment of  
sporting activities and 
youth development as part 
of efforts towards keeping 
away their minds from 
indulging in miscreant 
behavior. 
He stated that it was 

based on that the state 
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
embacked on the upgrade 
and the provision of 
sporting facilities across 
the state to make them 
conducive for the proper 
sporting activities 
He further disclosed that 

very soon the state 
government would start 
t h e  r e c r u i tmen t  o f  

altheltes and other players 
to replace the already aged 
and underperforming ones 
and therefore, tasked the 
teeming youths in the state 
to avail themselves with 
opportunity which he 
described as good for them. 
A l s o  s p e a k i n g  t h e  

chairman of the Badminton 
Association of Nigeria 
(BAN), MalamLawal Yusuf 
Yashi, thanked the national 
body of the association for 
the honour done to them by 
bringing the tournament to 
Keffi which is the first of its 
kind and assured that it has 
become one of the best and 
memorable one. 
He further assur

National badminton tournament kicks off in Nasarawa
From 

MUHAMMED ABDULLAHI, 
Keffi

Sule

Musa empower 5000 

Nigerians with N50m

Pinnick

Pinnick charges Falcons 
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THE Nigeria Football 
Federation NFF, is yet to 
pay the Super Eagles their 
2021 Afr ica Cup of  
N a t i o n s ,  A F C O N  
o u t s t a n d i n g  m a t c h  
bonuses and allowances.

Nigeria played four 
matches at the Cameroon 
2021 Afr ica footbal l  
showpiece winning three 
and losing one

However, some players 
have come out to say that 
their match bonuses and 
camp alliances for the 
tournament have not been 
paid

The players who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
said they have contacted 
the secretariat of the NFF 
t h r o u g h  t h e  t e a m  
secretary, Dayo Enebi who 
keeps telling them that the 
NFF has since sent the 
monies to the central bank 
whose duty it is, to deposit 
the money into individual 
accounts.

“After the loss to Tunisia 
in Garoua, the team 
secretary collected our 
account  deta i ls  and 
assured that our match 
bonuses and allowances 
will be paid directly into 
our accounts.

That has always been the 
practice so it wasn't 
strange to any of us. It is 
five months since AFCON 
and we are yet to get any 
alert. We have made 
frantic efforts to know 
where our money is and all 
they keep telling us is that 
the money will be paid 
soon.

“We don't know when 
that will be and our 
patience is waning. That is 
because, we are beginning 
to suspect foul play since 
most of our colleagues 
have received their full 
entitlements,” one of the 
players told NSM Media

“We have decided at this 
point to petition the 
honorable minister of 
youth and sports Sunday 
Dare on this matter 
because it is now obvious 
that someone is sitting on 
our money”, another 

player added.
All four players have been 

invited for post AFCON 
matches involving the 
Super Eagles and have 
vowed not to stop honoring 
National team invitations 
while stressing too, that 
they will not rest until their 
o u t s t a n d i n g  m a t c h  

bonuses and allowances 
are paid.

The Super Eagles who 
dropped places in the 
latest FIFA ranking will 
regroup again for the 
double header 2023 Africa 
Cup of Nations, AFCON 
qualifiers against Guinea 
Bissau in September.

NFF owing Super Eagles 
AFCON match bonuses, allowances

THE League Management 
Company (LMC) has 
rearranged the Nigeria 
Professional  Footbal l  
League (NPFL) Mathchday 
Day 36 game involving 
Dakkada Fc and Katsina 
United FC

.The relegation battle 
match is scheduled to hold 
on Sunday the 3rd of July 
2022 but now shifted back 
to Saturday the 2nd of July 

2022
The LMC therefore called 

on the two NPFL teams to 
ensure that all logistics are 
put in place for successful 
conduct of the match.

Dakkada are second to 
the last on the table with 

40  po i n t s  f r om  35  
matches. Just four points 
better than MFM FC who 
have 36 points to be placed 
20th. Katsina United 
however have not escaped 
relegation as they have 
just two points (45) above 
relegating teams.

LMC reschedules 
Dakkada, Katsina Utd 

NPFL match 

The 23-year-old Nigerian 
forward joined the Partenopei 
in September 2020 from the 
French side in a deal that was 
valued at around €71.2m, 
including the estimated 
market values of the four 
p layers  inc luded .  The  
valuation was so high that 
doubts have been raised by 
both French and Italian law 
enforcement  agenc ies ,  
creating a headache for both 
Osimhen and Napoli.

Reports from Nigeria detail 
how a complaint has been 
filed at the Court of Ikeja, in 
Nigeria's Lagos State, by 
Osimhen's former agent Osita 
Okolo. The agent, who is also 
the Napoli striker's brother-

in-law, alleges that the player 
kept most of the commission 
from that transfer for himself, 
on the grounds that some of 
his family members in Nigeria 

needed it.
Osimhen replaced Okolo as 

his agent earlier this year, 
switching to Italian agent 
Roberto Calenda.

Osimhen sued by former agent

Osimhen

SUPER Eagles Coach, Jose 
Peseiro, is thrilled by the 
quality of talents in the 
Nigeria Professional Football 
League (NPFL), saying the 
league has the potential to 
become Africa's best. 

Speaking after watching a 
Matchday 35 game between 
Akwa United and Plateau 
United at the Godswill 
Akpab io  Internat iona l  
Stadium, Uyo, Peseiro 
described Nigeria as a 
country full of talented 
players, who have proven 
themselves at the highest 
level of football, while 
commending the organisers 
of the league and the Nigeria 
Football Federation (NFF) for 
upholding high standard to 
discover and nurture football 
talents in the country.

The Portuguese said he 
enjoyed the quality of play 
by the teams, as well as the 
fans' passion, promising to 
go around all the football 
venues next season to see 
the players and also know 
where he can contribute to 

the development of the 
league.

“This is my second time 
watching the NPFL game… 
first was in Kwara, now in 
Uyo and so far, I can say the 
quality of the league is high 
and  the  p laye rs  a re  
committed. 

“The season is almost over, 
but from next season, I will 

go round all the football 
venues and watch the 
players and see how many 
we can bring into the 
national team. After the 
game, I interacted with the 
c o a c h e s ,  g a v e  m y  
assessment and also asked 
them how I can improve my 
team.”

He reiterated his promise 

that the Super Eagles are 
o p e n  t o  e v e r y o n e ,  
regardless of where they 
play.

Meanwhile, Rivers State 
Governor, Nyesom Wike, has 
congratulated Rivers United 
for winning the 2021/22 
NPFL.

Rivers United has officially 
confirmed the champion of 
the 2021/2022 NPFL season 
following Plateau United's 1-
2 away loss to Akwa United 
on Saturday.

A statement Wike's Special 
Assistant (Media), Kelvin 
Ebiri, said the governor 
commended the players and 
coaching staff of the club on 
Sunday, fol lowing the 
memorable victory, which 
ended their five-year title 
wait.

Wike  at t r ibuted the  
achievement to the talented 
team's determinat ion, 
adding that it is most 
heartening that by virtue of 
the league win, the club will 
represent the country at the 
Confederation of African 

Football (CAF) Champions 
League next season.

He added that Rivers 
United's triumph at the 
2021/2022  NPFL  has  
brought a wave of joy and 
happiness to the people of 
Rivers State and the country 
at large.

“I wish to express my 
heartfelt appreciation to the 
coaching staff, particularly, 
the capable players of Rivers 
United for the valuable 
efforts they made to emerge 
the winner of the 2021/2022 
NPFL.

“The government and good 
people of Rivers State are 
very proud of the team's 
exploits following their 
dogged performances and 
r e s i l i e n c e  d i s p l a y  
throughout the 2021/2022 
season. It is worthy to note 
that over the years, Rivers 
United has brought so much 
joy and happiness to football 
fans and supporters all over 
the country. This victory, no 
doubt, marks a major 
milestone in Rivers State 
football's history.”

Peseiro eyes NPFL talents 

 Peseiro

RODNEY Mokoka, Banyana 

Banyana team Doctor has 

confirmed that there are no 

injuries or any medical 

conditions within the squad 

and all the players are fit to 

take on rivals Super Falcons 

and other teams in Morocco, 

BSNSports.com.ng.
Mokoka spoke in a short 

video released by the South 

Afr ican women team, 

assuring fans at the Rainbow 

Nation of the Banyana 

Banyana players good 

progress as the 12th 

Women's Africa Cup of 

Nations kicks-off in Rabat, 

Morocco, in less than a 

week.
"Good day South Africans, 

I have great news for you as 

all Banyana Banyana players 

are fit, available and we 

don't have any medical 

conditions that were are 

really concerned of, as we're 

really looking forward to the 

TotalEnergies WAFCON."
Super Falcons, who are 

nine-time African champions 

will take on rivals Banyana 

Banyana in a crunch Group C 

opening game on July 4 in 

Rabat.
M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  

Confredation of African 

Football has appointed SAFA 

administrator Ms Potso 

Mohami as a General Co-

ordinator (GC) for the 

upcoming 2022 African 

Women Cup of Nation 

scheduled for Morocco.
T h e  u p - a n d - c o m i n g  

Mohami will be the GC for 

‘Banyana Banyana players are fit for Super Falcons’

Group C in the Moroccan 

capital of Rabat where she 

will oversee a total of four 

matches comprising Nigeria, 

South Africa, Burundi and 

Botswana.

Super Eagles in trainig

Bayana Bayana train for victory in Morocco
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