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E d i t o r i a l

Nigeria as a nation is today confronted with myriads of 

challenges that are unfortunately man made. While some 

countries around the world are daily grappling with 

carnages or natural disasters like earthquakes, flooding and 

famine of some sort, which frequently render untold havoc 

on their citizens and economy, the story appears to be a 

different ball game entirely in the Nigerian situation. A deep 

reflection on the recent disturbing challenges confronting 

this giant of Africa appears to confirm the fact that some 

personalities from both within and without are bent on 

bringing the nation to its knees.  

What is disturbing is the fact that the current security 

quagmire causing Nigerians daily to have sleepless nights 

appears not to be a source of worry to some people. The crux 

of the matter is that some religious leaders, who ordinarily, 

should be seen as peace makers and unifiers, have in recent 

months, been adding insult to injury to the already 

horrifying situation in the country. A number of them have 

been making inflammatory remarks that are likely to pitch 

the citizens against themselves, if government does not 

quickly muster the political will to arrest the situation. The 

unfortunate video clips that have bombarded the social 

media space and are threatening to rain fire and brimstone 

on the land, is a sign that we are far from living in peace and 

as a united nation.

Nigeria as a nation has always been a secular state. Meaning 

that there is no state religion and no one religion can impose 

her teachings and doctrines over the rest of the people. In 

the same vein, it also means that every citizen can practice 

the religion of his or her own choice. Indeed, this secularity 

is firmly enshrined in the Nigerian constitution. In effect, 

the constitution of the nation is supreme and sacrosanct.

  However, what is becoming more disturbing is the fact that 

some so called clergymen are dragging the precepts of their 

religion into politics. The several video clips that adorn the 

social media where some clerics of a particular religion are 

threatening religious war and establishment of a Sharia 

Islamic government in Taraba State over the recent APC 

primaries in that state is truly worrisome. In fact, even, 

recently, there was another video clip of a purported clergy 

man calling on government to stop the Christian Association 

of Nigeria from their planned demonstration over the 

gruesome stoning of Miss Deborah to death in Sokoto over 

allegation of blasphemy. These are a few examples of these 

threatening clips that have been in circulation on the social 

media of late and are not good for the peace and unity of this 

country.

While those propagating this may be self acclaimed religious 

leaders speaking for themselves, but using the umbrella of 

their religion and probably operating even beyond the 

shores of Nigeria, we call on our highly respected men of 

God in Nigeria from both religions who are known for their 

pedigrees for justice, peace and unity of the nation to arise 

and disown them.

Government must expedite action by promptly bringing such 

people to book. A delay in bringing them to book will afford 

them the fertile ground to germinate and grow in their 

numbers and a replication of the Boko Haram phenomenon 

may be in the offing. 

The silence of government on some of these emerging signs 

of security threats breeds contempt and opens up the 

cankerworm of insinuations against the government that 

are often difficult to verify. However, when government is 

seen to promptly act on some of these emerging signs of 

threat, it does not only nip-them in the bud but also create 

confidence in the hearts of the citizens. If governments in 

the past had done the needful when the challenges 

threatening us today first started, Nigeria would have been 

a peaceful nation wallowing in the euphoria of progress and 

economic development.

Indeed, we make bold to note that none of the political parties 

in Nigeria belong to people of a particular religion, as 

Nigerians can choose and have chosen already where they 

want to belong. No one should be allowed to use religion to 

win presumed public sympathy.

We hold the view that Nigeria is not too small for us and the 

available resources God has bestowed on the land can go 

round to all when prudently managed. As a matter of facts, 

every bonafide citizen of this country has the right and 

privilege of becoming a leader at any of the levels God has 

prepared for him or her, irrespective of any religious 

inclination. Religious leaders should be cautioned not to 

always drag themselves into political issues.
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Complex located in the High 
Court premises which had also 
been completed but was 
awaiting furnishing. 

The Governor who was 
accompanied by his Deputy Prof. 
Sonni Tyoden, Secretary to 
Government of the State, Prof. 
Atu, Chief of Staff, Noel Donjur 
and some members of the State 
Executive Council, said he was 
happy that the project will soon 
be completed to be put to use 
which will greatly enhance 
judicial services. 

Chief Judge of Plateau State, 
Justice David Mann and other top 
judicial officers were present 
during the visit. He expressed 
delight that the new complex is 
at the final stage of completion. 

At the construction site of the 
Br i t ish-Amer ican F lyover,  
Governor Lalong inspected the 
pace of work and expressed 
delight on the quality of work.

While stressing that he will pay 

more unscheduled visits to the 

site, Lalong said the project 

which is key to the economic 

development of the state will 

bring a lot of relief to motorists 

who use the road to connect to 
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states in North East and other 

parts of the country. 

Plateau State Commissioner 

for Works, Hon. Pam Botmang 

told the Governor that the work 

is going on as scheduled and 

the contractor, Craneburg 

Construction Company is doing 

its best to adhere to the terms 

of the agreement. 

He also said apart from 

creating jobs for citizens, some 

of the project service lines have 

been relocated, while work is 

going on to ensure that the 

disruption caused by the 

relocation is addressed to ease 

the challenges faced by the 

citizens. Botmang also assured 

residents that water pipe lines 

will soon be restored to make 

water available. 

Representat ive  o f  the  

c o n t r a c t o r  C r a n e b u r g  

Construction Company, Engr. 

Dani also assured the Governor 

that the foundation stage of the 

work has reached 80 percent, 

and they will do their best to 

deliver the state of the art 

bridge on schedule to meet the 

government expectations.

ontractors handling 
the New Jos High 
Court Complex have C

been given two months to 
complete the work for 
commissioning. 

Likewise, contractors working 
on the British American Junction 
road and overhead bridge have 
been tasked to finish the project 
before the end of the year in line 
with the specified agreement. 

The directives was given by 
Plateau Governor, Simon Bako 
Lalong who inspected the 
ongoing projects in Jos, 
Thursday June 2, 2022.

Lalong started the visit with 
t h e  n e w  H i g h  C o u r t  
Headquarters Complex in Jos, 
and after touring the facility 
expressed satisfaction with the 
level of the work and its quality. 
He said he was happy that 
structurally, the facility had 
been completed and is being 
furnished but cal led on 
contractors handling the project 
to complete it within two 
months for commissioning.

The Governor also visited the 
Plateau Multi Court Door House 

security operatives to invest 
more in the fight against these 
criminals who are becoming 
bolder.

A mechanic who pleads 
anonymity says that the car 
thieves have strategised. They 
now have hidden places where 
they take stolen cars and 
dismember them within a few 

hours. They then sell them in 
parts to spare parts dealers, a 
market that is very viable.

His advice is for every car 
owner to fortify his car's 
security. He buttressed that the 
hands  o f  ou r  secu r i t y  
operatives are already full and 
t h e i r  e y e s  c a n n o t  b e  
everywhere.

he prevalence of car theft in 
Jos and environs has T

become an issue of great 
concern to residents of Jos.

The situation is so bad that 
owners of cars have been forced 
to fortify their car's security.

A business man was shocked 
recently at Ahmadu Bello Way 
when he saw his car being 
reversed from the point he 
parked it. Fortunately, he was 
just coming back after picking a 
few things.

He shouted at the top of his 
voice, as he ran towards his car, 
' That's my car! Thief!! Stop that 
red car! It's mine”.

People moved into action and 
the thief was rounded up and 
almost killed but for the timely 
arrival of security operatives.

Mr Innocent was not so lucky 
as the man above. He parked 
his car in a nice street in 
Rayfield. By the time he came 
back, the car was nowhere to be 
found. Till date, police have not 
located it.

Mrs Pam's case was the one 
that raised a lot of eyebrows. 
She drove her car to the church 
and parked it within the 
premises on a Sunday morning. 
However, within the hours she 
was in church, someone came 
and opened her purse, picked 
her keys and drove off with her 
Toyota Camry. Till date it has 
not been sighted.

The number of stolen vehicles 
are too many to recount. The 
worst case scenerio is the car 
theft that take place around 
bars or joints. Those ones take 
place on a regular basis.

Worried by the success being 
recorded by the car thieves and 
the fact that only a negligible 
number have been arrested, 
Jos residents are pleading with 

Unbecoming utterances
 of some religious leaders

Complete High Court complex, 
overhead bridge now -Lalong
By PALANG KASMI

Car theft, taking a toll on Jos residents
By YVONNE ISHOLA

The Federal Government has 

been called upon to as a 

matter of importance dredge the 

River Benue for more economic 

development.
According to Dr. Adeyanju 

Prince Adewale, this would boost 

and facilitate transportation of 

products and passengers to the 

Northern part of the country, 

Adeyanju is the President 

General of the Maritime Workers 

Union of Nigeria (MWUN).
He was represented at the 

inauguration of Adamawa branch 

of the Maritime by comrade Ebiye 

Atoul President of seamen/NIWA 

and water transport branch of 

Maritime Workers Union of 

Nigeria.
 The President recalled that the 

River Benue in the past used to 

be an easier and cheaper means 

of transportation of goods and 

services to the Northern part of 

the country.
 Lamentably he says, sand, 

stones and tree trunks have 

taken over the river thereby 

rendering it useless.
If harnessed, the river can be 

well utilized by both farmers and 

traders who can easily transport 

their products through the 

waterway.
He observed that Adamawa 

State has a lot of opportunities 

at the water front whose 

potentials are yet to be 

harnessed It behoves on all 

according to him to give out 

expertise, experience and time 

in the task of building and 

harvesting the resources of 

this project for the mutual 

interest of all. The branch exco 

inaugurated are comrades 

Mamuda Abdullahi who is 

Chairman, Tanko Adamu as 

Vice Chairman and Aaron Y. 

Silang who is the Secretary 

Others elected are, Adamu 

Ubareku, Idris Aliyu, Audu 

Gambo NEC who are the 

Assistant Secretary, Treasurer 

and NEC officer respectively.
The post of Financial 

Secretary went to Usman 

Awepa while Dahiru Yahaya, 

Abdullahi Abubakar, Andrea 

Storis bagged the positions of 

PRO, organizing Secretary and 

Special Female respectively.
In his acceptance speech 

Mamuda Abdullahi thanked 

those who elected him, 

promising to run an open 

administration.

FG charged to 
dredge River Benue 

From GYANG PAM, Yola
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Abject poverty versus 
stupendous riches

OT satisfied with the Nrecent conduct of 
primary election of Bogoro 
Constituency as aspirant for 
House of Assembly of Bauchi 
State under the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
Honorable Philip Bulus said he 
dumped the party for the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
over imposition of candidate 
by the party.

The aspirant who lost in his 
bid to fly the PDP ticket ahead 
of the 2023 general elections, 

al leged that the party 
stakeholders imposed a 
candidate on the people of the 
area.

He accused the party of 
changing the real names of 
the delegates by replacing 
them with fictitious ones to 
satisfy their personal interest.

He said, as a result of the 
development, he had no other 
option than to dumped the 
PDP and join New Nigeria 
Peoples Party (NNPP).where 
justice and popularity is the 

yard stick of winning election.

Hon. Philip described the 
recent PDP state assembly 
primary election in Bogoro 
Local Government Area as 
criminable, unfortunate and 
road to total failure for PDP 
administration in Bauchi 
State.

The reaction of the PDP 
House of Assembly aspirant 
for Bogoro Constituency was 
contained in a letter dated 
22nd day of May, 2023.

The letter was addressed 
and conveyed to the ward 
p a r t y  c h a i r m a n ,  M r.  
Andarawus Ayuba at Mwari, 
Bogoro Local Government 
Area of Bauchi State.

Philip, said he has now 
joined the NNPP to deliver the 
good people of Bogoro 
constituency from the forces 
t h a t  h a v e  h e l d  t h e  
constituency down.

“My  commi tmen t  f o r  
rescuing our constituency will 
remain firm even if the route 
differs”, Philip vowed.

It was gathered that Philip 
d e c a m p e d  a l o n g s i d e  
thousands of his supporters 
who were aggrieved by the 
lack of  internal democracy in 
the PDP.

 once undertook a journey to my 

village as a young lady. For the first Itime in my life, I didn't travel in the 

company of my sisters. I travelled with 

my cousin. And for some reasons, it 

has remained fresh in my memory.
My cousin's house was so lively not 

that ours wasn't. But since I didn't 

come with my sisters, I decided to 

spend the night there. The house was a 

beehive of activities because the 

mother used to brew local alcoholic 

drink (burkutu), and there were young 

girls selling different types of meat. 

Most of their customers were the male 

folk who entertained us with very 

funny stories of their escapades.
We were lying down in their 

compound on mats as we chatted. 

However, we were forced to enter the 

room when it was almost midnight. I 

must have slept the moment my head 

hit the pillow. But it was not for long.
At a point in the middle of the night, I 

was awoken by mosquitoes bites, 

intense heat and some kind of bites 

that were taking place inside my 

clothes. I never thought I would ever 

prefer mosquito bite to any bite. But I 

blessed mosquitoes for being kinder 

than those silent and invisible killers.
At some point in the night, I just 

decided to sit through the night. It was 

then one noticed what one bargained 

for. As a mark of respect, I and my 

cousin were the only occupants of the 

bed. But the room was jam packed. 

The bed we were sleeping on was an 

old fashioned bed that looked 

rectangular with an iron rod running all 

round its head at the very top close to 

the ceiling. . On those rails all around 

were hung some dirty clothes. Those 

too were obstructing ventilation.
Every available space was taken up 

by a sleeping form. I counted about 8 

women and a toddle. Added to our 

number, that makes ten. At every edge 

of the room were either millet, corn or 

guinea corn spread to dry. A dimly lit 

kerosene lantern was kept close to the 

door at a safe distance. That too added 

to the humidity in the room. There was 

no window open. The room's only 

window was very small but was without 

net. That explained why it was closed.
As if that was not enough, the room 

was polluted. The air became very 

heavy with humidity, pollution and 

snoring of different types. The baby 

began to complain. She became 

restless and finally burst into a loud 

cry. The mother pulled her to her, 

discovered she had soiled herself with 

excrement. Nevertheless, she used the 

wrapper the baby soiled to clean her 

up. She then simply balled the wrapper 

and kept it by their side. And then 

stuffed a dry breast in the baby's 

mouth who sucked happily as she went 

back to sleep.
Slowly, the hours dragged by. My 

cousin slept like a log. It was like she 

was sleeping in a palace. I was tempted 

to think the parasites in their house 

were familiar with them and as such, 

don't harm them. Just like dogs. At the 

break of dawn, I ran to our family 

house.
Juxtaposing the above experience 

with the dollar rain recently during the 

PDP presidential election, is enough to 

tell one that the heart of man is 

desperately wicked. While some 

people can't afford to eat at all, we 

have people in Nigeria who are so filthy 

rich, they can comfortably cough out 

about a 100 million to purchase 

presidential ticket. And on top of it, 

cough out millions in dollars to oil 

palms of delegates to influence them to 

vote for them.
One has heard musicians like David 

and Wizkid who build houses and give 

to total strangers. But I'm yet to see a 

politician who gives without expecting 

something in return.
 In my neighbourhood, there is a 

politician who constructed road. But 

stopped it right at his gate. It was a 

business man that took it up from there 

to the end of the road.
One would think these people's 

relations must be at least comfortable 

but no. Most of them are not 

approachable. They are self serving, 

self centred, who  invest in anything 

good if it will favour them not for 

common  good. That is why they can 

live among poor people but not impact 

upon their lives positively. They prefer 

to live among them as peacock among 

ducklings. 
Our public tertiary schools are closed 

down because of issues to do with 

funding, finances that one individual in 

Nigeria can take care of without feeling 

the pain or without being ruffled. But 

the big wigs turn the other way 

because their kids are untouched.
When it suited them, they brought 

out money to aid their course. When it 

suited them, they gave our youth 

motor cycles because they were buying 

their votes. Meanwhile, our lives are 

not better. The rural dweller is still 

wallowing in abject poverty. Our 

schools are still under- funded, our 

hospitals still need state of the art 

equipment, our roads are dead traps. 

And power is still erratic.
Nigeria needs leaders. God bless us 

with leaders! We need selfless leaders 

who will put Nigeria's interest ahead of 

theirs . We need leaders who can 

sacrifice for Nigeria not  sacrifice 

Nigeria for their personal interests.
It is time for us to allow God's choice 

be. He knows what is best for us 

because he knows the plans he has for 

us. Plans for good not for evil. 

 group of Nigerian youths Ain South African, has 
solicited support for the 
presidential aspiration of 
Governor Yahaya Bello of Kogi 
State.

The youths under the aegis 
of Nigeria Diasporan Youths in 
South Africa (NDYSA) at their 
quarterly meeting, held in the 
Centre for Human Rights, 
University of Pretoria, UP, 
Pretoria, South Africa on the 
26th May, 2022, appraised the 
political development in 
Nigeria against the backdrop 
of 2023 Presidential Elections.

The outcome of the meeting 
was made available to our 
correspondent through the 
leader and Executive Director 
of the group, Dr. Sunday Ayo-
Ojo Bayode.

The meeting which had in 
attendance over 40 youths 
drawn from Johannesburg, 
Pretoria, Durban and Cape 
Town having considered 
allpPoliticians aspiring to 
s u c c e e d  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammed Buhari in 2023, 
decided to endorse and 
support Alhaji Yahaya Bello, to 
take over and drive Nigeria to 
the Eldorado of their dream.

The Leader and Executive 
Director of the Group, Dr 
Sunday Ayo-Ojo Bayode, a 
Research Assistant at the 
Univers i ty  of  Pretor ia,  
stressed the need for  
N iger ians,  part icu lar ly,  
Nigerian youths to play a lead 
r o l e  i n  e n s u r i n g  t h e  
emergence of Yahaya Bello as 
the next president of Nigeria.

Dr Bayode stated that their 
findings revealed that over 80 
per cent of Yahaya Bello's 
appointees were youths below 
the age of 40.

He added: “His widespread 

endorsement among most 
youths' groups in Nigeria 
stands him out, his interest for 
the youths, the less privileged 
and persons living with 
disabilities could be read 
e v e r y w h e r e ,  w i t h  a n  
unprecedented 80 per cent of 
appointees coming from the 
youth class, is the realization 
that the young as leaders of 
tomorrow”.

Also speaking at the 
gathering, Group's Secretary 
Genera l ,  Igba  Samue l  
Ajogwu, an indigene of Kogi 
Sta te ,  exp la ined what  
informed the decision of the 
Group.

Ajogwu, a PhD Candidate, 
University of Pretoria, said the 
greatest challenge in Nigeria 
presently remained the issue 
o f  i n s e c u r i t y  a n d  
unemployment.

“My recent visit to Nigeria 
and my state clearly indicates 
that Kogi State is one of the 
secured places in Nigeria. As 
we speak across Nigeria, the 
highest concentration of 
youths in Nigerian are in 
tertiary institutions that have 
been at home owing to ASUU 
strikes for the past 3 to 4 
months.

'The two state owned 
Universities in Kogi have been 
h a v i n g  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  
academic sess ion.  The 
governor must be doing 
something serious.

’He is youthful and down to 
earth courageous. We shall 
mobilize ourselves to Nigeria 
to support his emergence,'' he 
said.

Privileged to be at the 
meeting at the instance of 
some officials of the group, 
was Abdullahi W. Zakari, the 
Director General of the Kogi 
State Office of the Public 

Defender and Citizens' Rights 
Commission, PDCRC.

Zakari was at the Centre for 
Human Rights, University of 
Pretoria, South Africa with 
other officials of Commission 
including the Chairman of the 
Governing Council, Muizideen 
Abdullahi Yoonus.

Zakari thanked the group 
for their support for the 
Governor, His Excellency Alh. 
Yahaya Bello, and promised 
to convey their message to 
him accordingly.

The Director General said 
that the Governor has 
demonstrated leadership and 
capacity in the handling of 
state Affairs, adding that 
posterity will commend them 
for their decision.

He informed the group of 
the purpose of their visit 
which speak volumes of the 
human capacity development 
of His Excellency as well as his 
interest in access to justice 
for the less privileged and 
human rights of citizens and 
residents of the state. 

He explained that the 
officials of the state were in 
the Centre to conclude on the 
implementation modalities of 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  ( M o U )  
b e t w e e n  K o g i  S t a t e  
Government for the benefit of 
Kogi PDCRC and Centre for 
Human Rights.

‘Apart from establishing the 
commission exclusively for 
the indigent in accessing 
justice free of any fee, and to 
take responsibility for human 
rights in the state, he has 
executed an agreement for 
the continuous training of law 
officers of the Commission,'' 

From 
ABBAS SHEHU GUNGURA,

 Bauchi

Embittered PDP aspirant carpet
crosses to NNPP

Nigeria group in S A, drums support 
for Bello From AMEDU JOSEPH, 

Lokoja

Ayu
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 F o r e m o s t  
strategic support 
group of Yahaya A

B e l l o  P r e s i d e n c y ,  
YouthWinNigeria, has 
called on the leadership 
of the All Progressives 
Congress  (APC)  to  
support the emergence of 
Governor Yahaya Bello 
(GYB) of Kogi  State as 
the party's flagbearer for 
the 2023 presidential 
election. 
The group's founder, 

Pr ince Abdulkareem 
Onyekehi, made the call 
in a statement made 
available to journalists in 
Lokoja recently.
According to him, the 

emergence of Yahaya 
Bello as APC candidate in 
t h e  u p c o m i n g  
presidential primary 
election would ensure 
seamless victory for the 
ruling party in the 2023 
presidential election.
Onyekehi noted that the 

g r o u p ,  w h i c h  h a s  
s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  
coordinators across the 
3 6  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  
federation including the 
FCT, have been mobilising 
Nigerians strategically to 
mass ive ly  vote  for  
Yahaya Bello come 2023.
''Yahaya Bello is highly 

revered and loved by 
Nigerian youths and 
women due to  h is  
u n m a t c h a b l e  a n d  
u n c o m m o n  
achievements in women 
and youth development 
and leadership, unity of 
the people, security, 
healthcare development, 
infrastructure,  education 
and in all other sectors of 
the economy.
''Yahaya Bello candidacy 

will defeat Atiku with 
landslide victory across 
all the six geopolitical 
zones of Nigeria,'' he 
said.
Onyekehi, who doubles 

as the Special Adviser to 
the Governor on Special 
Projects and State Focal 
Person, National Social 
Investment Programme, 
s t r e s sed  t ha t  GYB  
achievements in Kogi if 
applied at the centre, 
would perfectly address 
N i g e r i a ' s  a g e l o n g  
problems especia l ly   
insecurity and disunity.
According to him, the 

g r e a t e s t  o f  h i s  
achievements was unity 
of the people of Kogi 
State that was once 
terribly divided 
tr ibal  l ines due to 
i n j u s t i c e  a n d  
marginalization. 

along 

He emphasised that 
GYB had done excellently 
well in the areas of equity 
and fairness, security, 
healthcare, education, 
modern infrastructure, 
ru ra l  deve lopment ,  
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  
accountability, youth and 
women in leadership, and 
given due recognition to 
peop l e  l i v i ng  w i t h  

disabilities.
''The percentage of 

youth voting population in 
Nigeria is 56 percent. The 
vast majority of youths 
and larger percentage of 
w o m e n  v o t e r s  i n  
elections, have accepted 
Yahaya Bello's popularity 
and are ready to cast their 
votes for him,'' he said.’’

 Senatorial aspirant, AH a j i a  R a m a t u  
Tassalla Shehu has faulted 
the conduct of the just 
concluded APC Senatorial 
primaries in Kogi Central.

Hajia Ramatu Shehu at a 
press briefing in Lokoja, 
said that the laid down 
guidelines for the conduct 
of the election was not 
followed in addition to 
other irregularities that 
were exhibited during the 
exercise.

She therefore, declared 
tha t  the  pu rpo r ted  
outcome of the election 
should be discarded as 
t h e r e  was  no  APC  
primaries in the zone and 
n o  c a n d i d a t e  h a s  
e m e r g e d .  h e n c e  
demanding that fresh 
election be conducted.

"As it is now, APC should 
be prepared to conduct 
fresh primaries in Kogi 
Central to give room for a 
level playground for all the 
aspirants and to ensure 
that laid down guidelines 
are strictly followed," she 
pleaded.

She dissociated herself 
from what she described 
as a Kangaroo primaries 
adding that said she would 
head to the Appeal 

Committee.
" T h e r e  w a s  n o  

accreditation of delegates. 
We were still shocked that 
Alhaji Yahaya Karaku, a 
political appointee was 
made the Returning Officer 
for the election contrary to 
APC guidelines. This is a 
gross aberration of the 
rules," she lamented.

The senatorial hopeful 
described the activities of 
the congress as a selection 
and not an election. She 
said what happened at the 
venue of the primary 
election was what obtained 
in the animal farm.

Hajia Ramatu Shehu said 
no accreditation was held, 
she was never allowed to 
meet with the delegates. 
The embittered aspirant 

From  AMEDU JOSEPH,
 Lokoja

Group pleads for 
 in APC 

GYB
 ticket

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja       

Aspirant faults Kogi APC 
Senatorial primaries 

 coalition of APC support 

Groups in Sokoto State, A
has demanded that the 

national headquarters of the 

All Progressives Congress 

(APC), should cancel the 

governorship primaries held 

in the state recently, he said.
T h e  C h a i r m a n  a n d  

Secretary, Isah Jabbi and 

Bashar Binji while addressing 

a press conference at the 

Press Centre, recently said it 

rejected the results because 

according to them, it was 

marred with irregularities.
It also vowed to challenge 

the outcome of the primary 

election that produced former 

Deputy Governor, Ahmed 

Aliyu as the party's candidate 

for the 2023 election in the 

s t a t e  i f  t he  na t i ona l  

headquarters fai led to 

organise a fresh primary in 

the state.
“We have been compelled to 

address the press following 

the recent governorship 

p r i m a r i e s  o f  t h e  A l l  

Progressives Congress in 

Sokoto State which cannot be 

said to be credible and 

transparent.
He said as far as they are 

concerned, the process isn't 

only a rape on democracy, but 

also a complete charade 

orchestrated by enemies of 

democracy to achieve their 

selfish goals in a desperate 

attempt to impose an 

unwanted candidate against 

the wishes of the popular 

masses.
He maintained that for 

record emphasis, it wished to 

categorically state that the 

primaries of Thursday, 26 

May 2022, was from its onset 

a monumental manipulation 

by some party leaders in the 

s t a t e  t o  f a v o u r  t h e  

candidature of a certain 

aspirant by using personal 

security details and thugs 

loyal to a particular party 

l e a d e r  t o  i n t i m i d a t e  

delegates in order to vote for 

their preferred aspirant.
According to him, delegates 

who appeared not to be 

dancing to their tune were 

chased and assaulted out of 

the venue. And the other 

three gubernatorial aspirants 

were lucky to have escaped 

after being attacked by 

political thugs.

He said the venue of the 

primaries was initially 

chosen to frustrate the 

comfort of delegates in 

order to give way for a 

corrupt exercise. The state 

APC  sec re ta r i a t  was  

deliberately fixed for the 

election process knowing 

quite well the fact that it 

lacks space and security for 

the conduct of a successful 

e l e c t i o n ,  a n d  v e r y  

unsuitable for such activity.
The chairman of the group 

said its suspicions were 

later confirmed when 

officials conducting the 

e lec t ion  in tent iona l ly  

switched off power while 

delegates were casting votes 

in the middle of the night and 

left the venue in total 

darkness for a very long 

period of time.
“We are calling on the APC 

National Chairman, the APC 

N a t i o n a l  W o r k i n g  

Committee, and all relevant 

authorities concerned to 

d e c l a r e  t h e  A P C  

gubernatorial primaries held 

in Sokoto as illegal, null and 

void, and ensure justice 

comes into play in order to 

avoid the possibilities of a 

repeat of such act of carefree 

attitude”, the group stated.

APC support groups demand 
cancellation 
  

governorship primaries 

From ANENE AIKE, Sokoto

Bello

Adamu
lamented how Alhaj i  
Yahaya Karaku, a political 
actor from the district could 
be made the Returning 
Officer.

She called on her teeming 
supporters to remain calm 
desp i te  the  obv ious  
m a n i p u l a t i o n .  T h e  
embittered aspirant also 
asked for a level playing 
field for the people to 
choose their preferred 
candidate.

Shehu disclosed that in 
her estimation, no primary 
was held in Kogi Central. 
She described the results 
published in the social 
media as fictitious and 
laughable with imaginary 
votes allocated.

Bature calls for unity, synergy in APC

HE Chairman of the All TProgressives Congress, 
APC Plateau State Chapter, 
Hon. Rufus Bature has called 
for unity and synergy within 
the party. 

He made the call  when the 
state Executive Committee 
paid a congratulatory visit to 
the party's gubernatorial 

candidate, Dr Nentawe 
Yilwatda Goshwe at his 
Rayfield residence. 

In a press release by 
Sylvanus Namang, APC State 
Publicity Secretary, Hon 

Rufus Bature pleaded with all 
those who contested with the 
candidate to see reason and 
close ranks and collapse their 
lofty ideas and policies into 
those of the gubernatorial 
candidate for the overall 
interest of the party and 
Plateau State. 

He ca l led on a l l key 
stakeholders, members and 
lovers of the party to rally 
round the gubernatorial 

candidate in order to ensure 
victory for the APC in the 
2 0 2 3  elections.

While emphasising the 
need for unity,  he said the 
the party remains one big 
family where there is room 
to accommodate everybody 
irrespective of who emerges 
victorious.  

Hon.  Rufus Bature noted 
that  in a big party as the 
APC,  there are bound to be 
disagreements but the 
common denominator is the 
interest of Plateau state. 

H e  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  
gubernatorial aspirant to 
make effort to reconcile with 
all the aggrieved aspirants in 
order to have a seamless 
campaign which would 
ensure victory for the party 
at all levels.  

He urged him to work the 
talk of his laudable policies 
especially as they relate to 
secur i ty,  ag r i cu l tu re ,  
education and all things that 
are noble. 

R e s p o n d i n g , t h e  

gubernatorial candidate,  Dr 
Nentawe Yilwatda,  thanked 
the party Chairman and his 
entire exco for the honour in 
p a y i n g  h i m  t h e  
congratulatory and solidarity 
visit. 

He commended the party 
for midwifing  a successful 
primary election which led to 
his emergence as the 
governorship candidate.  

He said as part of his 
reconciliation with all other 
contestants who lost at the 
primary election, he had 
visited all of them who are in 
town with the exception of 
two who are out of town and 
who he promised to visit 
a f t e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Convention of the party next 
week. 

Dr. Yilwadda said he has a 
list of all other contestants 
from the House of Assembly 
to the Senate including those 
who won and lost and has 
placed personal calls to most 
of them.    

Adding that he intends to 

further engage them at a 
dinner and bring them  on 
board in the campaign council 
to be formed along with the 
party.

He called on the party to 
organise a dinner session for 
a l l  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  
aspirants where he would 
also be invited in order to 
f u r t h e r  c e m e n t  t h e   
relationship.

He said he would fully 
engage the party on how to 
bring a new dimension into 
the campaign and a practical 
demonstration of what 
governance is all about. 

Dr Yilwatda said he has a 
workable agenda and policies 
which are online and he is 
e n g a g i n g  a l l  P l a t e a u  
indigenes including those in 
the diaspora.  

He revealed that he has an 
invitation from Plateau 
indigenes in the United 
Kingdom for engagements 
and interface on his policies 
which he believes would also 
come from Plateau indigenes 
in other parts of the world.

By LUCY CHINDABA
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N line with this therefore, the 
c om i ng  2023  g ene ra l  
elections is therefore one that I

the PDP is not taking for granted or 
lying low as it has yet another 
opportunity to stage a comeback to 
power.  Ac t i v i t i e s  t owards  
actualizing this have been put in 
place and this commenced with the 
National Delegates Conference to 
elect party officials to run the 
affairs of the party in which Prof 
Iyorchia Ayu emerged. 

On assumption of office, Ayu and 
his team immediately set the ball 
rolling and put in place various 
committees among which was the 
committee to come up with the 
zoning plan for the party. However, 
the committee was not able to 
come up with what members were 
actua l ly  expect ing as the 
presidency was eventually thrown 
open to all. The result of which was 
the fact that aspirants emerged 
from across the country. 

While the expectation from all and 
sundry was the fact that it was the 
turn of someone from the south, 
either from the South East or the 
South South, the decision of the 
committee and eventually the 
party hierarchy, candidates from 
the North East, North West, South 
South and south West emerged. In 
the end, fourteen aspirants went in 
for the contest. Those who 
initiatially went in for the contest 
include: Atiku Abubakar, Nyesom 
Wike, Bukola Saraki, Udom 
Emmanuel, Bala Mohammed, 
Anyim Pius Anyim, Mrs Tari Diana 
Oliver and Sam Ohuabunwa. 
Others were: Charlie Ugwu, Aminu 
Tambuwa l ,  De l e  Momodu ,  
Chikwendu Kalu, Ayodele Fayose, 
Dr. Nwachukwu Anakwenze and 
Hayatu-Deen who later stepped 
down before the start of the 
convention.

As the convention commenced, 
delegates as well as their 
supporters and delegates were 
seen at the venue of the event 
waiting patiently. And as soon as it 
was declared open by the chairman 
of the party, Prof Iyorchia Ayu 
aspirants were each given five 
minutes to speak to the delegates 
and canvass for their votes. And 
they all took turns to convince 
delegates who had the power to 
decide their fate. Shortly after the 
aspirants did their campaigns, a 
message came from the anchor of 
the event to the effect that one of 
the aspirants,  Hon Aminu 
Tambuwal, who just spoke to the 
delegates to say that he was the 
most qualified and suitable 
candidate in the race, had an 
announcement to make. Tambuwal 
took the podium and announced his 
withdrawal from the race and did 
not stop there but went ahead to 
say his delegates and supporters 
should vote for Atiku Abubakar. 
What he said did not come to some 
as a surprise but it shocked to the 
marrows the likes of Nyesome 
Wike.

The convention has come and 
gone and is still a topic on the front 
burner as there was the good, the 
bad, and the ugly sides to it. First 
and foremost, the number of 
delegates was controlled to just 
about eight hundred and eleven 
(811). It was also adjudged to have 
gone well, peaceful, free, fair and 
transparent. The accreditation 
process was said to have gone on 
smoothly without rancour. 

In a television discussion 
programme, discussants were 
of the opinion that the 
leadership of the party is very 
focused, has lots of experience, 
and well organized. That 
aspirants were given a level 
playing field was another good 
thing as without the zoning, it 
was free for all to come and test 
their popularity. 

One cause for concern 
however, was what was 
referred to as the 'Dollarisation' 
of the delegates which has 
since been denied by members 
of the PDP. 

Another point to the credit of 
the party is the internal 
democracy which culminated in 
the transparent manner the 
delegates chose who they 
wanted to choose via an open 
ballot system in the full view of 
all at the presidential primary 
election venue which was also 
aired live for Nigerians to see. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  s o m e  
stakeholders in the industry, 
the success of the PDP primary 
election shows that the party is 
ready for the 2023 General 
Elections, but was quick to say 
that the story of money 
exchanging hands cannot be 
denied as being delegate has 
now been described as the best 
way to make money currently.

Our politics today has been so 
monetized that an average 
person cannot afford to contest 
for even the lowest position 
owing to the humongous 
amounts being charged by 
political parties for the 
purchase of forms and 
expression of interest, for 
campaigns and of recent 
'buying' of delegates.

It is very sad that over the years, 
women, youths and the physically 
challenged have been sidelined 
and one of the challenges they 
have faced is the issue of finance. 
But with this new dimension of so 
much money going into the 
process, the future looks black for 
them.

It cannot be denied also that a 
lot of intrigues have also gone into 
it. Imposition of candidates as well 
as a non transparent method of 
coming up with the list of 
delegates. At the moment, while 
some states have done their 
primary elections, others such as 
Ebonyi State is yet to conduct 
primary elections in the state for 
state assembly, House of Reps 
and senate because of the crisis in 
the state where the party has 
been factionalized and both have 
their own list of delegates.

At the end of the day, His 
Excellency, Alhaji Atiku Abubakar 
emerged as the party's flagbearer 
with His Excellency Nyesom Wike 
coming second.

The convention has come and 
gone but there are a lot of lessons 
to be learnt from it, particularly 
since the ruling All Progressives 
congress Party (APC) is yet to hold 
its convention whose date has 
once more been shifted, to see if 
they will right some of the wrongs 
experienced in the case of the 
opposition party PDP.

A recent article by Femi Fani 
Kayode captured a lot of the 
things that happened in the past 
and its buildup to what transpired 
at the convention.  Some parts of 
the issues he captured were 
particularly as it concerns the fact 
that a northerner emerged as 
against the expectation that a 
southerner was to emerge. He 
said, “I believe it is time that they 

start thinking differently and 
adopting a new approach in order 
to achieve their noble objectives 
of a fair, equitable and just 
Nigeria in which we are all equals 
regardless of ethnicity or faith.”

According to him, “Constantly 
supporting and relying on the 
PDP and hoping they will come to 
power to do something new, fix 
the problems and provide the 
solutions is an ill-placed illusion 
and dangerous delusion. It 
simply cannot work. I advise 
them to have a rethink and to 

realign. In doing so, they may 
well make a difference and 
achieve their noble objectives.”

From all that has transpired, it 
can be said that Nigeria has 
made progress in our political 
journey but we are not yet there. 
There is still a lot more that 
needs to be done if we are to get 
it right. And one dares say the 
issue of the high monetisation of 
our politics needs to be checked 
else we will gradually move from 
democracy to plutocracy.

Ever since the PDP lost elections in 2015, it has been doing all it can to stage a comeback to wrestle power out of the 
hands of the All Progressives Congress (APC). This however has not paid off thus far as it lost again to the APC in the 
2019 general elections. LUCY CHINDABA writes.

A review of PDP primaries

Ayu Atiku

Wike
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Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong acknowledging cheers 
on arrival

L - R: Hon. Dan Manjang, Commissioner of Information, Hon. Shehu Bala 
Usman, Chairman, Jos North LGC, Dr. Nentawe Yilwatda Goshwe, APC 
Governorship flagbearer and the Adviser to Governor Lalong on Security, 
Maj. Gen. Augustine Agundu (behind)

Plateau State Deputy Governor, Prof. Sonni Gwanle Tyoden (left) with Dr. 
Nentawe Yilwatda Goshwe

A cross section of heads of denominations singing hymn

HRH Rev. (Dr.) Isaac Wakili, Agwom Izere (left) and His Majesty Pozoh 
Johnson Jauro Magaji, Ujah Anaguta of Jos North

Rev. Dr. David Laje, Adviser to the Governor on Religious affairs (left) with 
Rev. Ezekiel Dewan, Deputy Chaplain, Government House Chapel, Jos

ECWA Women Fellowship Choir Jos rendering peace song at the Plateau 
Solemn Assembly
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Governor Lalong (right) with his Deputy, Prof. Sonni Gwanle Tyoden at the 
Plateau Solemn Assembly

PLATEAU HOLDS SOLEMN ASSEMBLY
Plateau Solemn Assembly (PSA) a call to repentance and prayers held on June, 1st 2022 at the Rwang Pam Township Stadium, Jos with Plateau State 

Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong and others in attendance



HE build up to the 2023 
general elections in the Tstate commenced with 

the party primaries conducted 
by the two major political 
parties that is the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
and the Peoples'  Democratic 
Party (PDP).  For the state 
House of Assembly primaries,  
elections were conducted at 
the various constituencies 
across the seventeen (17) local 
government areas of the state.  
Of course,  for an exercise of 
this nature one should expect 
that there must be some sort 
of chaos, suspence and 
intrigues at play.  Luckily 
enough,  no violence was 
recorded during the exercise.  
However,  to say that many 
were not surprised at the 
outcome of the results is an 
understatement.
For members of the Plateau 

State House of Assembly, the 
shock experienced can better 
be imagined and will linger for a 
long time. For starters, most of 
the legislators who are first 
timers were confident of coming 
back for another tenure. But as 
it is, the results through the 
exercise has decided otherwise. 
No one envisaged that out of 
the twenty four (24) 
candidates,  only four (4) will 
make it through the primaries.  
A major factor which most 
peop l e ,  i n c l ud ing  t he  
candidates did not foresee 
playing out is the issue of 
zoning arrangement.  Believe it 
or not,  investigations showed 
that most members who lost did 
so on the basis of this 
arrangement.
Here is a list of those who 

made it through the primaries 
and those who did not:
Jos North North constituency:
Aliyu Adamu (Winner)
Hon. Ibrahim Baba Hassan 

(Won Jos North/Bassa House of 
Representatives).
Jos North West costituency:
Sunday Mark (Winner)
Hon. Esther Simi Dusu
Jos East constituency:
Isa Madaki Ajiji (Winner)
Rt. Hon Abok Ayuba
Pengana constituency:
Rt. Hon. Yakubu Yackson 

Sanda (Winner)
Rukuba/Irigwe constituency:
Eli Bako Ankala (Winner)
Jos South constituency:
Dalyop Isaac Gyang (Winner)
Hon. Gwottson Fom Dalyop
Barkin Ladi constituency:
Dickson Chollom (Winner)
Hon. Ibrahim Peter Gyendeng 

( Won Riyom/ Barkin Ladi House 
of Representatives)
Riyom constituency:
Moses  Dachung Dadon 

(Winner)
Hon. Timothy Dantong
Bokkos constituency:
Sylvester Wallanko (Winner)
Hon. Amurudu Usaini
M a n g u  N o r t h  E a s t  

constituency:
Hon. Abdul Yanga (Winner)
Mangu South constituency:
Matthew Kwarpo (Winner)
Hon. Bala F. Fwangje
Pankshin North constituency:
Manji Luka Manchi (Winner)
Hon. Philip Peter Dasun
Pankshin South constituency:

Laven Denti Jacob (Winner)
Hon. Ezra Dakup
Kanke constituency:
Joseph Gomos (Winner)
Hon. Wallok Philip Goma
Kantana constituency:
Hon. Ismaila Bala Hudu 

(Winner)
Dengi constituency:
Kalamu Idris Dal (Winner)
Rt. Hon. Saleh Shehu Yipmong
Wase constituency:
Ibrahim Galadima Adamu 

(Winner)
Hon. Adamu Yahaya Mavo
Langtang North constituency:
Abel Nimchak (Winner)
Hon. Pirfa Philip Tyem
Langtang North Central 
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constituency:
Nanbo l  J o s i ah  C i r dum 

(Winner)
Hon. Daniel Nanbol Listick
Langtang South constituency:
Bendal Nanchwat (Winner)
Hon. Zimting Zindul
Mikang constituency:
Hon. Na'anlong Gapyil Daniel 

(Winner)
Shendam constituency:
Joseph Bukar (Winner)
Hon. Livinus James Kwapfuan
Q u a ' a n  P a n  S o u t h  

constituency:
Theodore Ba la Maiyak i  

(Winner)
Hon. Mohammed Ballo
Q u a ' a n  P a n  N o r t h  

constituency:
O w e n  D a g o g o t  Ka r y i t  

(Winner)
Hon. Eric Dakogol
M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  A l l  

Progressives Congress (APC) 
caucus in the Plateau State 
House of Assembly have 
reaffirmed their loyalty and 
suppor t  t o  the  pa r ty ' s  
gubernatorial flag bearer, Dr. 
Nentawe Yilwada towards next 
year's general elections. The 
lawmakers made their position 
known recently, when the 
Speaker Rt. Hon. Yakubu 
Yackson Sanda led them on a 
solidarity visit to Dr. Yilwada's 
residence in Jos.
According to the Rt. Hon. 

Speaker, leading members of 
the party on the visit was simply 
to identify with their party's 

candidate on his victory in the 
just concluded primary election, 
and to also use the opportunity 
in celebrating and rejoicing with 
him. Sanda who described the 
choice of Yilwada as not a 
mistake, explained that the 
vision and blue print as outlined 
by the gubernatorial candidate 
will be of great benefit to 
Plateau State and its people.
This in the speaker's opinion, 

can only be achieved if all 
efforts and strategies are put in 
place. He equally assured that 
the APC caucus in the House will 
work assiduously with the flag 
bearer to ensure the success of 
the party. Those present include 

the Deputy Speaker Rt. Hon. 
Saleh Shehu Yipmong, the 
House Majority Leader Hon. 
Na'anlong Gapyil Daniel, 
Deputy Majority Leader Hon. 
Wallok Philip Goma, Hon. 
Ibrahim Baba Hassan and Hon. 
Amurudu Usaini. Others are 
Hon. Livinus James Kwapfuan, 
Hon. Eric Dakogol, Hon. Ismaila 
Bala Hudu, Hon. Ezra Dakup 
and Hon. Philip Peter Dasun. 

The visibly elated Dr. Nentawe 

Yilwada who was full of 

appreciation to the lawmakers 

for the show of solidarity 

assured that if elected, he will 

run an all-inclusive government,  

while consolidating on the 
infrastructural development of 
the state.  He was also quick to 
applaud the legislators for their 
proactiveness in initiating and 
passing people oriented laws,  
adding that when elected as 
governor,  he will work closely 
with the legislative arm so as 
to keep providing better and 
more effective legislative 
framework.
Highlight of the visit was the 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  

congratulatory letter by the 

speaker on behalf of the APC 

PLHA caucus to the APC 

gubernatorial flag bearer.

PLHA primaries: The winners and losers
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HE NFIU had on May 6, 

2019, issued guidelines to 

stimulate the reduction of T
c r i m e  r e l a t e d  t o  c a s h  

w i t h d rawa l s  f r o m  L o c a l  

Government funds in Nigeria, 

beginning from June 1,2019. 

This move did not go down well 

with the governors who through 

the Nigerian Governors' Forum 

[NGF] quickly approached the 

court urging it to stop any 

attempt by the NFIU to 

implement any guideline to that 

effect.
But in his ruling over the matter, 

Justice Inyang Ekwo, dismissed 

the plea of the Governors which 

according to him; ''I am also 

unable to see how the provisions 
ndof the 2  defendant (NFIU)'s 

guidelines contradict or conflict 

with the provisions of section 

162[6] of the constitution which 

creates the State Joint Local 

Government Account into which 

a l locat ions  to  the  Loca l  

Government Councils of the 

states from the Federation 

A c c o u n t  a n d  f r o m  t h e  

Government of the state shall be 

paid,'' He said.
The ruling elicited excitement 

among many Nigerians who felt 

that for too long the states have 

been eating fat on the Local 

Governments thereby stagnating 

and frustrating any meaningful 

development at the grassroots. 

SUNDAY STANDARD gathered, 

the Nigerian Labour Congress 

[NLC], in its reaction over the 

ruling through its President 

Ayuba Wabba said; '' Its a 

welcome develop development, 

we congratulate and salute the 

courage of the judiciary for the 

landmark decision.
''NLC has always campaigned 

for the strengthening of the Local 

Government system and allowing 

them to function effectively 

through financial autonomy.'' 

Wabba noted.
According to Daniel Wapmuk, a 

local government employee in 

Plateau state, observed that, '' 

the local Government system will 

remain underdeveloped if the 

states are allowed to maintain a 

grip on the finances of the Local 

Councils. Just take for instance 

how much finally is left after 

salaries are paid for the provision 

of other basic amenities to the 

people such as provision of clean 

water, health facilities and job 

creation for the youth and so on.
''We even have a system where 

people just line up in the Local 

Governments to see the 

Chairman who they believe does 

not do anything except 'Share' 

the money that belongs to them 

due to the bad impression past 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  h a d  

demonstrated. But you cannot 

blame them, they only hear of 

millions spent but hardly see the 

commensurate impact as 

d i s e a s e ,  h u n g e r  a n d  

unemployment on a daily basis 

drives the young ones to the 

urban centers where the 

situation is even worst,''he said.
Perhaps the absence of good 

governance, high level corruption 

at the third tier given the fact that 

Governors appoint their cronies 

who also serve as conduit pipes 

for syphoning council's funds, the 

NFIU was established to check 

–financial leakages at that level. 

Part of the guideline stipulates 

that; ''It only limits cash 

withdrawals made from any Local 

Government Account anywhere 

in the country to amount not 

exceeding N500,000.00[Five 

Hundred Thousand Naira Only. 

Per day.
''Any amount higher than that 

can be done using other methods 

of banking transaction save cash, 

the guideline further stated 

However, SUNDAY STANDARD 

findings revealed that most 

Nigerians are happy that at last, 

the Local Government system 

may get  respite from the state 

who have for many years 

c o n t i n u e d  t o  u s e  t h e  

instrumentality of the monthly 

Jo in t  Account  A l l oca t i on  

Committee [JAAC], meeting to 

execute certain policies and 

programmes not in accordance 

with the provisions of the law.
A l t h o u g h  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

engagement and interference 

may vary, yet the modus 

operandi remains the same 

among all the states that is, the 

state Governor in this case 

operates as; 'The Godfather', he 

is the one who determines the 

sharing formula while the Council 

Chairmen are like the errand 

boys at his whims and caprices. 

The routine is the same and the 

cardinal purpose is just to fulfill 

the wishes of the master or the 

boss.
The leadership editorial of 

Thursday, June 2, 2022, 

described the High Court ruling 

as a good omen for the Local 

Government system while noting 

that; ''Fundamentally, the council 

areas in most states of the 

Federation, are in chains and 

deprived of the needed financial 

autonomy that would have 

enabled them function effectively 

as the government closest to the 

people.
''In our considered opinion, the 

Judgment by Justice Ekwo is 

plausible just as the NFIU 

guidelines which form the crux of 
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Continued on page 31

It was a significant victory for the nation's 774 Local Governments at the Federal High Court Abuja which recently dismissed the 
suit filed by  state governors challenging the constitutionality of regulations by the Nigerian Fiscal Intelligence Unit [NFIU]which 
had issued a guarantee financial autonomy for all local governments across the country. KENNETH  DARENG, writes.

I am also unable to see how the 
ndprovisions of the 2  defendant [NFIU]'S 

guidelines contradict or conflict with the 
provisions of section 162[6] of the 
constitution which creates the State Joint 
Local Government Account into which 
allocations to the Local Government 
Councils of the states from the Federation 
Account and from the Government of the 
state shall be paid.

Financial autonomy: Between LGs and Governors’ Forum
Tanko Fayemi Wabba
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A member  o f  t he  

Nasarawa State House of 

Assembly representing 

Keffi East Constituency 

who was aspiring for the 

House of Representatives 

for Keffi, Karu and Kokona 

Federal Constituency, 

Hon.  Abdu laz iz  S.K  

Danladi has announced 

his formal withdrawal 

from the race of the House 

of Representatives due to 

what he described as 

foreseeable irregularities. 
The withdrawal letter 

from the race addressed 

to the State chairman of 

the  A l l  p rogress ive  

Congress (APC) in the 
th

state and dated 27  May 

2020 through his counsel 

H a r u n a  I l y a s  a n d  

A s s o c i a t e s  ( Fa vo u r  

chambers). 
The withdrawal letter 

stated that despite the 

facts that he is a leading 

contender at the party's 

primary election for the 

House of Representative 

representing Keffi, Karu 

and Kokona slated for 

Saturday 28, May 2022 and 

that the list of accredited 

delegates monitored by the 

Independent National 

E lectoral  Commission 

(INEC) at the party has 

been altered so as to pave 

way to compromise the 

exercise contrary to the 

provision of the party's 

const i tut ion and the 

electoral guidelines. As 

such he will never be party 

to such, irregularities.  
It further stated that the 

said alteration of the list of 

the delegates affected all 

the local government that 

constituted the federal 

c o n s t i t u e n c y  u n d e r  

reference. And as a law 

abiding citizen and an 

aspiring federal legislator, 

he will not be a party to 

such illegal arrangement 

as such, he has lost 

confidence in the whole 

exercise and shall take 

appropriate measure to 

redress the anomaly. 
“It is in view of the above 

that our client instructed 

us to communicate his 

withdrawal from the 

forthcoming party primary 

election for federal House 

o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

representing Keffi, Karu 

and Kokona slated for 

HE N200m Rivers State 
Governor Nyesom Wike Tdonated in Kaduna 

recently has put smiles on the 
faces of Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPS) in Southern 
Kaduna as the umbrella union 
flagged off distribution.

Recall that the governor 
announced the donation 
when he visited Kaduna State 
on  campa ign  t ou r  i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  P D P  
Presidential primaries. 

The Southern Kaduna 
People's Union (SOKAPU) 
flagged off the distribution of 
relief materials for the IDPs in 
Southern Kaduna from their 
share of N200m.

 The relief materials include 
180 bags of rice, 100 bags of 
beans, 80 bags of garri, 200 
packs of pampers, 200 
cartons of Indomie and 100 
tins of vegetable oil.

Other items purchased for 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n c l u d e d  
educational items, food and 
medical needs, among other 
needs of the displaced 
persons.

Flagging off the distribution 
of the materials, SOKAPU 
President, Jonathan Asake 
said the donation was shared 
between Northern and 
Southern parts of the state 
IDPs' camps.

The SOKAPU chieftain 
lamented that “from far away, 
Rivers State it is only 
someone from Rivers that 
remembered the plight of 
IDPs in Kaduna State, 
particularly in Southern 
Kaduna.”

Thus, he opined that 
because of the humanitarian 
crisis caused by terrorism in 
Southern Kaduna, there's a 
need to establ ish the 
S o u t h e r n  K a d u n a  
Development Commission 
(SKDC) by the federal 
government in order to 
address the plight of the 
affected persons in the zone.

“A template was developed 
with relevant stakeholders on 
how to share the N200 million 
donated by Governor Nyesom 
Wike of Rivers to IDPs across 
Kaduna State. The money 
was shared between the 
North and Southern parts of 

Wike puts smiles on faces of IDPS 

the state.
“Relevant stakeholders like 

Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN), development 
associations, NGOs, SOKAPU 
as well as local government 
areas.

“In Southern Kaduna, 148 
communities have been 
displaced and no fewer than 
200,000 persons displaced. 
Some of them are in IDPs' 
camps and many others 

squatting with their relations.
“This intervention will also 

get to the families who have 
helped the displaced persons 
one way or the other.

“On this note, we want to 
commend Governor Nyesom 
Wike of Rivers State for his 
magnanimity. We pray to God 
to guide and protect him.

“It is unbelievable that of all 
the presidential aspirants 
that came to Kaduna to 

campaign, it was only 
Governor Wike of Rivers 
that remembered to donate 
to the IDPs. May God 
continue to bless him and 
refund him abundantly. 

“We are calling on all good 
sp i r i t ed  i nd i v i dua l s ,  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  
international bodies to 
come to the aid of the 
displaced persons in the 
S ta t e ,  e spec i a l l y  i n  
Southern Kaduna where we 
have a huge humanitarian 
c r i s i s .  Human i t a r i an  
intervention is needed 
here.

“We, therefore, call on 
both the Federal and State 
governments to intervene 
by creating Southern 
Kaduna Deve lopment  
Commission to help in 
a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  
humanitarian crisis in the 
area.

“A s  f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  
materials, we just did a 
symbolic distribution, but 
by the time we are doing 
the full distribution, every 
party involved will be 
represented, and the 
distribution will be strictly 
supervised by SOKAPU,” 
Asake said.

Bauchi State Chief Judge, 
Justice Rabi Talatu Umar, 
T h u r s d a y  e x p r e s s e d  
concerned that some inmates 
at the Bauchi Custodial 
Centre lack proper records of 
their trial awaiting period 
ranging between 4, 5 and 6 
years of languishments.

Justice Rabi also noted with 
concern that some of the 
awaiting trial inmates have 
not been presented to the 
courts for years, a situation 
that makes their records go 
out of hand.

Rabi was speaking while 
releasing a number of 14 
awaiting trial inmates at the 
Bauchi Custodial Centre, 
attributing the release to 
God's intervention in their 
cases.

J u s t i c e  U m a r  w a s  

undertaking a rout ine 
periodic visit to correctional 
centres across the state to 
review the cases of awaiting 
trial inmates, especially 
those that have stayed long 
in those centres without trial

The chief judge and her 
entourage during the two day 
operation visited Darazo, 
Misau, Azare, Jama'are,  
Ningi, on the first day while 
on the Second day, she 
visited Bogoro, Tafawa 
Balewa and Bauchi where 
she released five (5) at 
Tafawa Balewa, two (2) each 
at Misau and Azare while 14 
regained freedom from the 
Bauchi centre.

Our correspondent who 

was part of the entourage 
reports that none of the 
inmates at Jamare, Ningi, 
D a r a z o  a n d  B o g o r o  
regained freedom during 
the CJ's review visit which is 
being undertaken in every 
three months.

The Chief Judge while 
commenting on some of the 
awaiting trial inmates 
whose litigation records 
were completely out of 
sight remarked, “We don't 
know who brought them 
here”.

Justice Rabi Talatu Umar, 
therefore counseled the 
released awaiting trial 
inmates having gained 
freedom to find legitimate 
means of livelihood and this 
should serve as a deterrent 
to others.

From JOHN FWAH, KADUNA 

Saturday 28, May 2022 to 

you”, the statement 

explained. 
The statement also 

disclosed that “Our client 

has drawn our attention 

to a result sheet being 

circulated on media 

outfits bearing his name, 

among others with an 

acclaimed vote scored 

purported to be the 

outcome of the party 

primary election which he 

categorically opted out of 

before the purported 

election”. 
“We have our client's 

specific instructions to 

inform you to omit his 

name from purported 

result sheet forthwith or 

risk a legal action for 

appropriate remedy, It 

further stated. 

Wike

The Federal High Court sitting in Abuja, has granted Senator 
Rochas Okorocha bail.

Okorocha, a presidential aspirant of the ruling All Progressives 
Congress(APC ),was granted bail on Tuesday, by Justice Inyang 
Ekwo in the sum of N500 million and a surety in like sum.

Ekwo granted the bail while ruling on the bail application filed by 
Okorocha, who currently represents Imo West Senatorial District in 
the National Assembly 

The former governor is being tried on a 17-count charges to the 
tune of 2.9 billion filed against him by the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC)

He was accused of conspiring with others, including a member of 
the All Progressives Congress(APC) and five companies to steal 
from public coffers,although he has since denied any wrongdoing.

Fuel subsidy to increase year end 
Nigeria's fuel subsidy payout averaging N500 billion monthly, 

total expenditure on subsidy could hit a record of N6 trillion mark by 
year end, the International Monetary Fund(IMF) warned Monday.

The multilateral lender also revealed that a macro fiscal stress 
test it conducted on the country showed that interest payments on 
debts in the country could amount to Nigeria using 100 per cent of 
its revenue to service debts by 2026 if not closely monitored.

IMF's Resident Representative for Nigeria, Mr. Ari Aisen made 
these disclosures while presenting the latest sub-Saharan Africa 
Regional Economic Outlook, in Abuja 

He revealed that Nigeria received a total of $6.8 billion facilities 
from the IMF following the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic in 
2020.

According to him, Nigeria received $3.4 billion in Special Drawing 
Rights (SDR) and as well as a loan in the same amount.

The IMF chief expressed worry that many African 
countries,including Nigeria risk sliding into critical debt servicing 
problem unless urgent actions were explored to significantly raise 
revenue.

Police probe 26 officers
Twenty-six police officers,allegedly involved in in the extortion of 

money and brutalisation of youths, students among other 
motorists in Kwara State are being investigated by the state Police 
Command 

It is reported that victims of police officers' extortion and 
brutality along routes in Kwara State, namely Offa/Oro/Ajase-Ipo, 
Ogbomoso /Ilorin and Jebbe/Shao, had taken to Twitter with 
overwhelming evidence in the last couple of days.

The victims who highlighted with videos and audio conversations 
of alleged police brutality and extortion of money, also indicated 
senior officers, who reportedly posted the affected officers to 
roadblocks from their respective units.

FG: Okays Nigeria -Morocco gas pipeline deal
Federal Executive Council (FEC) has given approval for the NNPC 

to enter into agreement with ECOWAS for the construction of the 
Nigeria-Morocco Gas Pipeline.

Minister of State for Petroleum Resources, Timipre Sylva, briefed 
State House correspondents after FEC meeting presided over by 
Vice President Yemi Osinbajo on Wednesday at the Presidential 
Villa, Abuja. Sylva said that the project was still at the point of the 
front end engineering design after which the cost would be 
determined.

The pipeline would traverse 15 West African countries to Morocco 
and Spain. “The Ministry of Petroleum Resources presented three 
memos to Council. “The first memo, Council approved for the NNPC 
Ltd to execute MoU with ECOWAS for the construction of the 
Nigeria-Morocco Gas Pipeline.

“This gas pipeline is to take gas to 15 West African countries and 
to Morocco and through Morocco to Spain and Europe.'

FIBA replace with Mali for Women's World Cup
The crisis rocking the Nigeria Basketball Federation (NBBF), took 

another twist globally as the world governing body for basketball, 
FIBA has named Mali as Nigeria's D'Tigress replacement at the 
2022 FIBA Women's Basketball World Cup in Sydney, Australia.

FIBA's decision to replace Nigeria was based on the decision by 
the Federal Government through the Ministry of Youth and Sports 
Development to withdraw Nigeria from all international 
tournaments for two years.

The NBBF has been embroiled in a relationship crisis after the 
July 2021 election with two separate elections held in Benin and 
Abuja producing Musa Kida and Mark Igocha as presidents and this 
prompted the government to withdraw the country from all 
international tournaments for two years while an interim (IMC), 
has been set up to oversee the affairs of the sport in the country.

Suspended Accountant General release on bail
Economic and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC), has 

confirmed the release of the former Accountant General of the 
Federation (AGF), Mr. Ahmed Idris, from its custody.

The commission's Head of Media and Public Affairs Mr.Wilson 
Uwujaren, in Abuja that Idris was released after meeting his bail 
conditions.

Recall that the former AGF was arrested on May 16, 2022 by the 
EFCC over alleged diversion and laundering of N80 billion

The EFCC said verified intelligence showed that Idris raked off the 
funds through bogus consultations and other illegal activities using 
proxies, family members and close associates 

New investor take over Union Bank
A gale of change swept through the management and board of 

Union Bank of Nigeria (UBN) Plc. The chairman, chief executive 
officer and eight other non-executive directors were retired by the 
banks core investor Titan Trust Bank (TTB), Limited.

In a regulatory filing obtained on Thursday at the NGX, UBN 
stated that with the completion of the acquisition, TGI Group's 
parent company TTB has become the majority shareholder and 
core investor in UBN.

Compiled by Hosea Nyamlong 

Court grants Okorocha bail

23 inmates regain freedom in Bauchi
 From 

ABBAS SHEHU GUNGURA, 
Bauchi

From MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, Keffi

Aspiring lawmaker withdraws from race
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HE word Almajiri is derived 
f r om the  A rab i c  “A l -TM u h a j j i r u n ”  a n  

“Emigrant”,who migrates from his 
home to a particular Islamic school 
in the quest for knowledge.  Over 
the years, it has been a normal 
feature, a cultural norm to have 
seen children roaming the streets in 
certain parts of (mainly northern) 
Nigeria all in the name of seeking 
Islamic education through system of 
Almajiri.
 Prior to the arrival of British colonial 
masters, a system of education 
called 'Tsangaya' has since 
prevailed in the Kanem-Borno 
Empire. It was established as an 
organised and comprehensive 
system of education for learning 
Is lamic  pr inc ip les ,  va lues ,  
jurisprudence and theology.
 Established after Madrasahs in 
other parts of the Muslim world, 
Tsangaya was funded largely by the 
s t a t e .  I s l a m  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
encourages charity, so the 
community readily supported these 
Almajiri. In return, the (Almajiri) 
gives back to the society, mostly 
through manual labour.
 The system also produced the 
judges, clerks, and teachers who 
provided the colonial administration 
with the needed staff. The first set of 
colonial staff in Northern Nigeria 
was provided by the Almajiri 
schools.
The Colonial masters abolished 
state funding of Tsangaya, arguing 
that they were religious schools. 
“Karatun Boko”, western education 
was introduced and funded instead. 
With this loss of support, the system 
collapsed.
A 2014 UNICEF report put the 
number of Almajiri in Nigeria at 9.5 
million, or 72 percent of the 
country's 13.2 million out-of-school 
children. This is a disaster unfolding 
before our eyes, as some estimates 
claim that the number of out-of-
school children in the country has 
risen past the 15 million mark, in 
which majority of them originated 
from the North.
 Regrettably, the Almajiri culture 
has since outlived its purpose and 
has become a breeding ground for 
child begging and in the extreme 
cases, potential materials for 
recruitment into terrorist groups. 
The pupils who were meant to be 
trained to become Islamic scholars 
have now had to struggle to cater for 
themselves, begging rather than 
learning under the watch and 
supervision of some semi-literate 
Quranic teachers or Mallams who 
themselves lacked the requisite 
financial and moral support. Hence, 
the system runs more as a means of 
survival rather than a way of life.
 This is because, the Qur'anic 
schools became hapless, thereby 
not been able to render any help 
because the head of the school is not 
also financially stable which 
ultimately leads him to enforcing a 
rule that ensures the students to get 
him food or money. The most 
annoying part of it is making it 
mandatory, as punishment was to 
enforce on any one who fail to turn 
in what is expected from him.
 Deprived of a normal and decent 
upbringing, Almajiri children who 
are usually little boys between the 
ages of 4 and 15 may have been 
direct products of polygamous 
marriage or broken homes or simply 
due to economic challenges that hits 

the family. They lack adequate 
family cover as children are sent out 
to the streets under the guise of 
Almajiri, as soon as the family's 
resources are overstretched.
 The Almajiri grows up in the streets 
without the love, care, and 
guidance of their parents; his 
struggle for survival exposes him to 
abuse  (homosexua l i ty  and  
pedophilia), used as a slave, 
brainwashed, and recruited for anti-
social activities, and used for 
destructive and violent activities. 
This is the picture of the pitiful plight 
of an Almajiri child in Nigeria.
 Additionally, Almajiri culture 
epitomizes child abuse, social 
exclusion, and chronic poverty in all 
ramifications. Because the system 
is believed to be rooted in Islamic 
religion and Fulani cultural 
practices, many attempts to 
reverse the trend or put an end to 
such abuse of humanity have 
always hit a brick wall.
 The fact that Islamic teaching 
strongly forbids begging, except in 
very special circumstances which 
include a man's loss of properties or 
wealth in a disaster, or when a man 
has loaned much of his money for 
the common good, such as bringing 
peace between two warring parties, 
already proves that Almajiri system 
as it is being practiced today is 
unIslamic. A child neglected by his 
parents is vulnerable to diseases 
and social crimes. To survive, he 
often has to beg from 'dusk to dawn' 
after which he returns to the 
Tsangaya (Almajiri school).
 For the past years and present, 
Almajiri system has created a cover 
for criminally minded individuals to 
abuse the Nigerian child through 
trafficking and exposing them to 

anti-social behaviors such as force 
labour and sex slaves.
 Even though the immediate past 
administration of former President 
Goodluck Jonathan designed a 
program under which a few Almajiri 
Model Boarding schools were 
established courtesy of a Federal 
Government intervention, which 
was  a imed  a t  i n t eg ra t i ng  
conventional western education into 
Islamic education only turned out to 
be merely 'removing a spoonful of 
water from a filled tank' as it wasn't 
enough to properly address the 
problem of the destitute children. 
Less than five percent of the 
children were captured by the 

Federal Government's program, 
which was meant to remove the 
Almajiri off the streets.
 Therefore, government should as a 
matter of urgency put plausible 
measures of addressing the issue of 
Almajiri system in Nigeria with a 
view to taking them off the streets 
even if it means banning the culture.
Unless it is banned or adequately 
reformed to meet the modern 
challenges realities, the problems of 
underdevelopment, educational 
backwardness, and mass poverty in 
(northern) Nigeria would continue 
to go from bad to worse, as people 
continue to bear children they do 
not have the resources to cater for, 
knowing that they could easily push 

such children out into Almajiri 
system.
 To conclude that the Almajiri 
system has deviated from its 
original purpose and is currently 
giving Nigeria a bad image in the 
international community is to 
admit the obvious. This problem is 
a ticking time bomb waiting to 
explode at anytime. And when it 
does, it will consume us all. It is 
still not late, something can be 
done to stem the tides.
Beware!
Fagge is a Student of Mass 
Communicat ion,  Sky l ine  
University Nigeria.

Almajiri is a system of Islamic education practiced mostly in Northern Part of Nigeria. The term is also 
used to denote to a person who is taught or undergoing learning within this system called “Almajiranci.
 ”KABIR FAGGE ALI

Wanted: Reformation of Almajiri system in Nigeria

“Therefore, government should as a matter of 
urgency put plausible measures of addressing the 
issue of Almajiri system in Nigeria with a view to 
taking them off the streets even if it means 
banning the culture. Unless it is banned or 
adequately reformed to meet the modern 
chal lenges real it ies,  the problems of  
underdevelopment, educational backwardness, 
and mass poverty in (northern) Nigeria would 
continue to go from bad to worse, as people 
continue to bear children they do not have the 
resources to cater for, knowing that they could 
easily push such children out into Almajiri 
system.”



OTHING in its 18-point 
long  communiqué  Nexpressed sorrow or 

regret over the thousands of 
youths and civilians who have 
perished in the war. It did not 
express concern about more 
who might die due to the 
needless elongation of the war, 
and it was not interested in any 
peace deals or negotiations to 
end the war.
Rather, the European nations 

were focused on their usual 
condemnation of “Russia’s war 
of aggression against Ukraine… 
and to immediately and 
unconditionally withdraw all its 
troops and military equipment 
from the entire territory of 
Ukraine”. In wars, there are 
Prisoners Of War, POWs held by 
both sides. The European 
nations might not see this 
conflict as a war, so rather than 
ask both sides to treat the 
POWs in accordance with 
international conventions or 
even ask for an exchange of 
prisoners, they treat this issue 
as one of kidnapping. So, they 
c a l l e d  “ o n  R u s s i a  t o  
immediately allow the safe 
return of Ukrainian individuals 
forcibly removed to Russia.” 
As usual, they hailed “ the 

courage and determination of 
the Ukrainian people and 
leadership in their fight to 
defend the(ir) sovereignty”. 
They promised to provide the 
Ukrainians increased military 
support to continue the war. 
Again, the Europeans vowed to 
“investigate war crimes” which 
of course does not include 
those the Ukrainians might 

have committed.
The main focus of the 

meeting    was the packaging 
of the sixth round of sanctions 
against Russia to cover crude 
oil, as well as petroleum 
products. But with so much 
dependence on Russian oil to 
survive, they exempted crude 
oil delivered by pipeline. They 
also had issues about including 
Russian gas but resolved to 
ban most Russian oil imports 
by the end of the year. The 
implication to me is that the 
European countries look 
forward to the war extending 
to the end of the year.
Although the European states    

claim the sanctions are to 
punish Russia and check its 
war machine, the facts are to 
the contrary. They are aware 
that sanctions cannot procure 
a ceasefire, force Russia to the 
negotiation table, slow its 
military advances in Ukraine, 
or cripple its economy. In fact, 
with steady exports and far 
less imports due to the 
European sanctions, the 
Russian economy appears to 
be doing better than the pre-
sanction era.
First, the European states are 

aware that the oil sanctions 
may not have a negative effect 
on Russian economy because 
there are countries like China 
and India waiting to lap up 
Russian oil supplies. It is not 
for nothing oil has shot beyond 
$123 per barrel, thereby 
earning Russia huge revenue 
even at discounted prices. Oil 
was $92.81 per barrel when 
the sanctions were first 

imposed.
Part of the old sanctions 

against Russia included cutting 
its largest bank, Sberbank, 
from the SWIFT messaging 
system and a ban on insurance 
and reinsurance of Russian 
ships by 27 European states. 
But this has led to Russia 
sidestepping the dollar and 
insisting on payment with 
other currencies, particularly 
its rouble. 
At the back of the war and 

sanctions, the rouble initially 
dropped, but quickly picked 
up, gaining 25 per cent against 
the dollar and becoming the 
best-performing currency in 
the world. The May 28, 2022 
edition of the Economist 
reported that: “The rouble 
reached its highest level 
against the dollar in four years, 
and against the euro in five 
years.” The rouble is in such a 
high demand that in Russia, it 
is difficult to convert the dollar 
into local currency or any other 
currency. Also, the Russian 
Central Bank has cut interest 
rate from 14 per cent to 11 per 
cent.
When the Russians seemed 

to change their war plan by 
turning    away from an 
outright take-over of Kiev and 
concentrating on Eastern 
Ukraine, the West hailed 
Zelensky as a giant killer. The 
West mistook the stalking of 
the  Russ ian  t i ge r  fo r  
cowardice, forgetting that 
when the ram seems to retreat 
in a duel, it may be doing so in 
order to gather more speed 
and force for the head-butts it 

is about to deliver. Poor 
Zelensky revelled in accolades 
and talked glowingly about the 
Ukrainian spirit triumphing. 
His Adviser and Peace Talks 
N e g o t i a t o r,  M y k h a i l o  
Podolyak, just this Saturday, 
ruled out peace talks with 
Russia,  saying:  “Any 
agreement with Russia isn’t 
worth a broken penny”. The 
result today is that Russia and 
its allies have virtually 
completed their conquest of 
Eastern Ukraine and are likely 
to push further while officials 
of the Ukrainian region of 
Kherson, north of Crimea, are 
mulling a possible referendum 
to join Russia.
I have no military training 

whatsoever, but common 
sense tells me that a country 
whose territory is the battle 
ground, whose Air Force and 
Navy have virtually vanished, 
a rmy  bad l y  ba t t e r ed ,  
i n f ra s t ru c tu re ,  ma in l y  
destroyed, a quarter of whose 
populace is displaced, with 
factories, farms, offices and 
s ch o o l s  v i r t u a l l y  u n -
operational,  cannot be 
bragging about winning the 
war. Common sense dictates 
not a greater commitment to 
war, but one to immediate 
ceasefire and negotiations. 
Ukraine’s supporters in 
Washington and Brussels are 
basically cheerleaders; merely 
supplying more weapons and 
watching how far Ukraine and 
its youths can survive a clearly 
unequal war in which    the 
dying are Ukrainians and 
Russians. Zelensky, with a 
propensity to seeking a live 

stage to perform, forgets that 
a person who allows coconut 
to be cracked on his head is 
unlikely to partake in the 
eating.
Unfortunately, the only 

narration allowed in Ukraine is 
that of Zelensky. Opposition 
parties suspected of having 
contrary positions were 
labelled as “pro-Russia” and 
banned by parliament.    Even 
Zelensky’s warmongering 
p r e d e c e s s o r ,  P e t r o  
Poroshenko,    was twice 
prevented from leaving the 
country for meetings with the    
NATO Parliamentary Assembly 
in Vilnius. It was only this 
week he was allowed out to 
participate in the Summit and 
Congress of the European 
Peoples’ Party in Rottedam. 
The Zelensky government 
ensured this single line of 
thought when on March 5, 
2022 it executed without trial, 
Denis Kireev, 45, one of its 
negotiators at Peace talks with 
Russia in Belarus. While he 
was accused of being a double 
spy, others said he was 
stepping out of line at the 
peace talks. Ironically, the 
Uk ra i n i an  gove rnmen t  
described Kireev as a “hero”.
I know the tendency is to 

label those of us who insist on 
an end to the war and 
negotiated settlement, as sell 
outs and Pro-Russian; I am 
glad that our small club has 
seen new members in French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
and German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz. Our club motto 
remains: ‘Peace is costly, but 
far cheaper than war.’
 Credit  sahara reporters
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Peace is costly but cheaper than war
THE European Council met last Monday, May 30, 2022 on the Ukrainian-Russian War, 
made the same old arguments, declarations, threats against those who do not 
support Ukraine, imposed additional sanctions on Russia, and returned to the comfort 
of their homes.OWEI LAKEMFA writes.



T is with a heavy heart that Bangles 
mourns the death of one of our own, 
Mrs. Osinachi Nwachukwu. It is alleged I

that she died as a result of domestic violence 
meted to her by her husband. Today's topic is 
the correlation between spousal killings and 
the stigmatization of divorce and the 
divorced. But before we go into the heart of 
it, let us look at the correlation between 
mental ill-health and spousal abuse in order 
to understand abuse.

We live in a society where divorce is seen as 
a taboo and a stigma and because of that, a 
lot of women and men stay in abusive 
marriages with the hope and prayer that one 
day, the abusive spouse will change. That is 
the mistake of a lifetime. Abusers do not 
change because of their psychological make-
up. This means that prevention is the 
solution.

What we need to start doing as a society is 
to make basic psychology a part of our 
curriculum. A knowledge of basic psychology 
can tell you when someone's behaviour 
reflects a personality disorder or any other 
type of mental health. This of course, is 
subject to confirmation by a clinical 
psychologist. Let me give you an example. If 
your spouse takes your picture and cuts it up 
in anger, that is a form of violence in 
psychology. This is an indication of a deeper 
problem. If you do not know this, you will put 
it down to anger and think nothing of it. It 
could be your car or credentials or something 
very important to you. When a spouse starts 
to display this type of  violence towards you, 
you either ask for him to get the help he or 
she needs or you think of how to start 
protecting yourself because sooner than 
later, the big one will happen.

First and foremost, abuse starts in the mind 
and as such, before we can prevent or stop 
abuse, we have to  understand and address 
the mind of an abuser. Most abusers have 
one form of personality disorder or mental 
health issue that is undiagnosed. This means 
that if we are serious as individuals, we have 
to educate ourselves and our children about 
the possibility of these and then as a society, 
we have to enshrine psychological testing 
and profiling for intending couples and 
leaders, medical personnel, military and the 
police. The test should be part of the criteria 
for entry into these areas. 

Psychological/psychiatric test and profiling 
should be critical in marriage because it is 
safer to end a relationship with a potential 
abuser than it is to die in marriage. It is also 
critical for our society to teach basic 
psychology not only in school but to young 
people of marriage age and married couples 
because there is a scientific correlation 
between abuse and personality disorder or 
mental health. 

Mental ill-health is often associated with 
violence, and  personality disorders, which 
closely relates to mental ill-health, are  
particularly sneaky because the perpetrator 
does not look or behave mad. He or she can 
live a life that seems normal and yet he or 
she may have a personality disorder that is 
violent. An understanding of personality 
disorders and mental health in general will 
help in preventing domestic violence and 
spousal abuse or Intimate Partner Violence 
(IPV), According to Forbes:

Intimate Partner Violence is defined 
broadly as physical, sexual, or psychological 
harm inflicted by a current or former 
romantic partner or spouse…. To better 
understand the risk factors associated with 
Intimate Partner Violence, the researchers 
examined 10 personality disorders defined 
by the DSM-5 (paranoid, schizoid, 
schizotypal, antisocial, borderline, histrionic, 
narcissistic, avoidant, dependent and 
obsessive–compulsive) and explored their 
associations with intimate partner violence. 
They found antisocial personalities, or people 
who tend to lie, break the law, act 
impulsively, and lack consideration for their 
own safety or the safety of others, and 
borderline personalities, or those who 
experience frequent feelings of instability 
and worthlessness and who struggle to 
maintain healthy relationships, were most 
likely to be the perpetrators or victims of 
intimate partner violence. “At the global IPV 
perpetration level, every personality 
disorder except for histrionic and obsessive-
compulsive demonstrated significant and 
positive effects,” say the researchers. 
“Perhaps unsurprisingly, the largest effect 

psychologist. According to FHE health, in an 
article titled “Domestic violence and 
personality disorder, the eye opening link”:

It's not uncommon for people diagnosed 
with personality disorders to have been 
victims of violence themselves as children. 
Psychiatric professionals will look for 
symptoms when assessing someone's 
condition, such as an unstable sense of self 
or a history of social difficulties. Often, for 
instance, people with a borderline 
personality disorder may struggle to trust 
others in their close interpersonal 
relationships and/or act impulsively, without 
thinking about the likely consequences of 
their actions.

The Forgoing is from FHE. We can see that 
the problem of domestic violence or Intimate 
Partner Violence is not as simple as it looks. 
It is a problem that could stem from 
childhood based on how parents treat their 
children and what experiences a child goes 
through generally, and only a clinical 
psychologist can confirm and treat this. We 
can suspect and report  mental health 
disorder in our intimate partners and 
spouses, if we have basic understanding of 
personality disorders and mental health 
issues. 

Any organization that stands against 
spousal abuse must understand the need 
and importance of attacking the problem of 
spousal abuse from its roots and must also 
empower men and women to know when a 
man or woman has potentials for abuse. 
Abusers do not change because their 
problem is intrinsic. It is in their 
psychological make-up. A spouse who is not 
abusive in nature, will not abuse his or her 
spouse even if the environment and culture 
provide the enabling environment to do so. 
An abusive partner will abuse even when the 
law will take its course. Question is, do we 
want to be victims in the name of marriage? 
Why are we more reactive than proactive? 
Why do we look so solutions when 
irretrievable harm has already been done?

Marriage does not only deal with human 
behaviour,it deals with the creation of life 

itself. It births a child and lays the 
psychological foundations for that child. It 
determines the psychological profile of that 
child as an adult in future. It determines 
whether that child will grow into a balanced 
individual who has respect for human beings 
and is protective of same, not minding the 
gender or if he or she will develop an abusive 
personality disorder. This is why carrying out 
psychiatric and psychological tests BEFORE 
marriage becomes crucial, whether it is 
customary, court or church marriage. This is 
the proactive approaching in stopping 
domestic violence or Intimate Partner 
Violence(IPV).

Any NGO, Government or organization will 
be proactive because the damage caused by 
a reactive approach to spousal abuse is often 
fatal. I propose that a bill to make this a law 
should be formulated and submitted to the  
Houses of Assembly for the creation of a law 
that makes psychological and psychiatric  
tests mandatory. This is because we have 
seen clearly that there is correlation between 
mental ill-health and domestic violence. 
Personality disorders in particular, affects 
people who look and function “normally” 
until some of their behaviour calls into 
question, the soundness of their minds.

Marrying or remaining with an abusive 
partner is gambling with your life .This why A 
test will give partners a very clear idea of the 
risk involved if they decide to marry a partner 
who has a mental health condition or an 
abusive personality disorder. We should not 
only test people who beat traffic lights. We 
should also test before the issuance of any 
type of license, be it drivers license , 
professional license or marriage license or 
certificate. Testing before marriage is crucial 
because marriage does not only shape lives 
but it can also destroy lives when it is 
abusive.

 An example of the general traits of an 
abusive personality disorder and how they 
can affect relationships are highlighted by 
FHE. It says that people who have an 
untreated abusive personality disorder may 
demonstrate traits like  sensitivity to 

rejection or abandonment, poor social skills, 
hostility toward a gender, high levels of 
dependence, controll ing behaviors, 
heightened feelings of rage,and acts of 
mental and/or physical abuse.

  Secondly, it is apparent that a lot of us 
think that physical abuse is the only type of 
abuse or violence. If someone is not beating 
up his or her spouse, he or she is  not an 
abuser. Wrong. There are various types of 
behaviour that are classified as violence. The 
New Found land Labrador itemizes the types 
of violence as follows: Physical Violence 
occurs when someone uses a part of their 
body or an object to control a person's 
actions.Sexual Violence occurs when a 
person is forced to unwillingly take part in 
sexual activity. Emotional Violence occurs 
when someone says or does something to 
make a person feel stupid or worthless. 
Psychological Violence occurs when 
someone uses threats and causes fear in an 
individual to gain control. Spiritual 
Violence  (or religious) occurs when 
someone uses an individual's spiritual beliefs 
to manipulate, dominate or control that 
person. Cultural Violence occurs when an 
individual is harmed as a result of practices 
that are part of her or his culture, religion or 
tradition. Verbal Abuse occurs when 
someone uses language, whether spoken or 
written, to cause harm to an individual. 
Financial Abuse occurs when someone 
controls an individual's financial resources 
without the person's consent or misuses 
those resources and Neglect is when 
someone has the responsibility to provide 
care or assistance for an individual but does 
not.The Forgoing is from the New found Land 
Labrador.

  In my opinion,killings or maiming of wives 
and husband, girlfriends and boyfriend for 
money ritual and other purposes is a form of 
spiritual abuse that may not be very obvious 
but happens in African marriages. Health 
Abuse occurs when the chronic and 
persistent behaviour of a spouse can cause 
the partner to develop stress related disease 
such as cancer and high blood pressure. 
Infidelity is a form of emotional abuse that 
can cause high blood pressure in the one 
being cheated on and neglect by the cheating 
spouse.

  Knowledge of what constitutes violence 
and abuse will go a long way in stemming or 
stopping domestic abuse before or while it is 
happening and this can only be done through 
formal or informal teaching of basic 
psychology. How do I know when I am being 
abused? when do I know when to leave? How 
do I avoid marrying an abuser?  how do I 
know if my husband is an abuser? how do I 
raise my children to ensure that they do not 
become abusers? What are forms and types 
of abuse? Where can I find a psychologist  
and a psychiatrist? How do I teach my 
children to identify abusers?  These are a few 
questions that our NGOs and  Government 
through exper t  psycho log is t  and 
psychiatrist, can answer to help prevent 
abuse in our society.

  We have taken a look at the correlation 
between mental health and personality 
disorders on one hand, and spousal abuse on 
the other hand. Next week we will look at 
how the stigmatization of divorce has also 
kept women and men in their marriages with 
the hope and prayer of their spouses 
changing, until they got killed. We will look at 
why it has become important for the society 
at large to stop stigmatizing divorce and 
divorcees as a way of giving respite to the 
abused and saving their lives.

sizes were found for antisocial and 
borderline, which are also the two most 
widely studied personality disorders in 
relation to IPV.To arrive at this conclusion, 
the researchers scoured the scientific 
literature for studies examining intimate 
partner violence and personality disorders. 
They identified 163 such studies with 189 
individual samples.

The forgoing is from Forbes. Clearly, we 
can see that there is a correlation between 
abuse and some  personality disorders. In 
some cases, this could be outright 
undiagnosed psychosis. This personality 
disorders  and mental health disorders could 
stem from childhood. If an individual is 
suspected to have a personality disorder, it is 
better to convince him to see a clinical 
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Spousal killings and the stigmatization of divorce
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ELCOME back to 

today's edition of 

t h e  C ove n a n t  W
Word print messages.  We left 

off sharing some very 

precious thoughts from the 

word of God that gives the 

child of God confidence 

concerning God's enduring 

presence,  act iv i ty and 

participation in all the affairs 

of our lives. 
We read Isaiah 41:10-14 

where the Spirit of God told us 

clearly, fear thou not for I am 

with you. Be not dismayed; 

[do not lose all hope, courage 

or confidence concerning the 

future], for I am your God. I 

will strengthen you, yes I will 

help you; yes I will uphold you 

with the right hand of my 

righteousness. 
Behold, all they that were 

incensed or angry or enraged 

against you shall be ashamed 

and confounded. They shall 

be as nothing. They that strive 

with you shall perish. You will 

seek them and you will not 

find them, even them that 

contended with you. 
They that war against you 

will be as nothing; and they 

shall be as a thing of nought. 

For I the Lord your God will 

hold your right hand saying 

unto you, fear not I will help 

you.  Fear not thou worm 

Jacob, and ye men of Israel. I 

will help you saith the Lord, 

and thy redeemer, the Holy 

One of Israel. 
So here is one of those 

places in the word of God 

where we see a definite 

commandment not to fear. 

Now we cannot in the scope of 

th is  wr i te-up read a l l  

scriptures that are relevant to 

this topic, but it will serve you 

well to go through the bible, 

from the old testament to the 

new testament and see the 

places where the Spirit of God 

instructs us not to be afraid. 
Fear not is a commandment; 

it is not a suggestion, because 

of how important it is for you 

to shut off the activity of the 

Spirit of fear in your life. 

Remember, Satan can do 

nothing in your life outside of 

the operation of the spirit of 

fear. 
Isaiah 8:11 & 12 which says 

For the LORD spake thus to 

me with a strong hand, and 

instructed me that I should 

not walk in the way of this 

people, saying, Say ye not, A 

confederacy, to all them to 

whom this people shall say, A 

confederacy; neither fear ye 

their fear, nor be afraid.
Here we have a very strong 

instruction from the word of 

God. If you are faced with 

any battle, any crisis in life or 

any threat to your life or your 

livelihood; the Spirit of God is 

instructing here saying do 

not say a confederacy to all 

them to whom this people 

shall say a confederacy 

neither fear you their fear. 
Now another  way  o f  

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  w o r d  

confederacy is do not 

announce what is happening 

as though you have no 

defense against it. Do not say 

they will consume us, do not 

say where will the money 

come from or how will I 

survive. Do not say this 

sickness will consume me. Do 

not say a confederacy to all 

them to whom this people 

shall say a confederacy, 

neither fear their fear.  
Do not say that our nation is 

in turmoil, where will we go? 

How will we survive? Will our 

lives ever be safe? 
Isaiah 8:13 goes on to say, 

Sanctify the LORD of hosts 

himself; and let him be your 

fear, and let him be your 

dread; do this and He the Lord 

of Host shall be a sanctuary 

for you. So you see, the Spirit 

of God is giving us very strong 

instruction: this is more than 

an exhortation. This is not a 

suggestion; this is an 

instruction; a commandment 

if you will, to refuse to be 

afraid. 
Right now, wherever you 

are, I would like for you to 

gather yourself, gather your 

breath and put your right 

hand on your chest if you can 

and say, “I refuse to be afraid. 

Concerning insecurity, I 

r e f u s e  t o  b e  a f r a i d .   

Concerning perceived lack or 

shortage in my life, I refuse to 

be afraid”. 
Maybe it is a sickness or 

disease in your body that you 

are battling with; it may even 

seem to be swallowing you 

up. It may look like in the 

physical realm, there is no 

way out of that situation' but I 

tell you, the first way to 

activate God's power in your 

life is to refuse to be afraid. So 

say to yourself and say to the 

circumstance, “in the name of 

Jesus, I refuse to be afraid. 

The Lord is with me. God is 

with me, God is my helper”. 
Hebrews 13:5-6 Let your 

conversation be without 

covetousness; and be content 

with such things as ye have: 

for he hath said, I will never 

leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

So that we may boldly say, 

The Lord is my helper, and I 

will not fear what man shall do 

unto me. You can boldly say 

today, I refuse to be afraid 

because the Lord is with me. 

The Lord is my helper, the 

Lord is helping me today. 

Glory to the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
No matter  what the 

circumstance may be, 

remember the Lord is your 

helper. Insecurity will not 

consume you or your family 

because the Lord is your 

helper. The Lord will provide 

for you: the Lord will take 

care of you, he is your helper.
Whatever seems to be 

looming across the horizon of 

your life today; no matter 

what kind of a battle or 

challenge you are faced with 

today, no matter what is 

a g a i n s t  y o u  t o d a y ,  

remember the reason why 

you should refuse to be afraid 

is because the Lord is your 

helper: Glory to the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now let us proceed further. 

Some other important things 

for us to understand about 

how to handle the spirit of 

fear can be found in James 

4:7, which say, submit 

yourself therefore to God. 

Resist the devil and he will 

flee from you. Now we have 

already taught about the fact 

that fear is of the devil. 

Therefore, in this context, 

resisting the devil, is equal to 

resisting the spirit of fear. We 

can say it this way: resisting 

the spirit of fear is equal to 

resisting the devil. 
Furthermore, James 4:7 is 

telling us that you should 

submit yourself to God and then 

resist the devil and he will flee 

from you. In other words, to 

resist the devil, we are to 

submit ourselves to God. 

However, what does the word 

resist mean? It means to stand 

against. It means to oppose, to 

withstand or to set oneself 

against something. So here, the 

scripture is saying do not permit 

or tolerate the spirit of fear; 

stand against it, oppose it, 

withstand it, set yourself 

against it. 
You have to understand that 

the Christian in this life is in a 

battle at the war front. The 1 

Timothy 6:12 that we should 

fight the good fight of faith. It is 

called a good fight because we 

already know we are the 

winners but we have a 

responsibility in cooperating 

with God in this fight against 

fear. 
Now how does the spirit of fear 

operate? If we are talking about 

resisting the devil and the spirit 

of fear we must know how the 

spirit of fear operates. If we do 

not know how the spirit of fear 

operates, we will not be able to 

understand how to resist it. The 

spirit of fear operates through 

thoughts, ideas, suggestions 

and impressions. These create 

feelings in our lives which in-

turn move us to do and act in 

certain ways. 
This means resisting the spirit 

of fear is resisting thoughts, 

i deas ,  sugges t ions  and  

impressions that seek to stoke 

fear in the heart. Know that all 

of these thoughts, ideas, 

suggestions and impressions 

come f rom somewhere:  

thoughts do not just come from 

nowhere: they come from 

somewhere. 
They come from what we see 

and hear.  Satan's strategy is to 

use the things that we see, hear 

and experience to put thoughts, 

i deas ,  sugges t ions  and  

impressions of fear into our 

minds. 
Hence, if we are going to 

successfully resist the spirit of 

fear, we must learn to resist the 

thoughts, ideas, suggestions 

and impressions that come to 

us because of what we are 

s e e i n g ,  h e a r i n g  a n d  

experiencing that seek to 

generate fear. 

Fear not, trust God (12)

“Fear not is a commandment; it is not a suggestion, 

because of how important it is for you to shut off the 

activity of the Spirit of fear in your life. Remember, Satan 

can do nothing in your life outside of the operation of the 

spirit of fear”. 
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The  30 -yea r - o l d  
artist, born Damini 
Ebunoluwa Ogulu in 
Port Harcout, Nigeria, 
now splits his time 
between London and 
Lagos. And as his 
career  gets  more 
globe-spanning, the 
c o n c e p t  o f  h i s  
homeland seems to 
only become more and 
more important to him 
— and central to his 
identity as an artist. 
After pandemic delays, 
he has finally been 
touring the songs from 
his fifth album, Twice as 
Tall, released nearly 
two years ago on 
Atlantic Records/Bad 
Habit/Warner Music 
International and his 
own label, Spaceship 

Collective.
It won the 2021 Grammy Award for best global 

music album, along with the praise of Nigeria’s 
minister of information and culture, Alhaji Lai 
Mohammed, who called the award “a global 
endorsement for the Afrobeat genre of music that 
has propelled Nigeria’s increasing dominance of 
the music world.” And Burna is adamant that his 
signature “Afro-fusion” sound — a blend of 
Afrobeats folklore, dancehall riddims, hip-hop 
swagger, reggae and R&B, all sung in his distinct 
baritone mix of Yoruba, English and pidgin — is 
leading the way.
As the genre’s profile has risen abroad, more 

Afrobeats artists have, post-lockdown, embarked 
on their first U.S. tours, and among that group, 
Burna has played the biggest stages yet — the kind 
that can mint superstars. With historic sold-out 
shows at London’s Wembley Arena and Paris’ Accor 
Arena already accomplished, he became the first 
African artist to headline Los Angeles’ Hollywood 
Bowl in October 2021. Then in April, he became 
the first Nigerian act to headline and sell out New 
York’s Madison Square Garden.

But as Ugeh knows well, Burna’s arrival at the 
Garden was far from preordained. Since founding 
Duke Concept in 2013, he has struggled to get 
artists like him into big rooms. “[Production 
managers and theaters] would be under the 
assumption that Afrobeats artists cannot sell this 
number of tickets. They didn’t believe in the 
genre,” Ugeh recalls. In 2019, even as he and Mr. 
Eazi made history as the first Afrobeats performers 
to play Coachella, Burna grumbled about the tiny 
printing of his name on the festival slate. “l am an 
AFRICAN GIANT,” he wrote on his Instagram story. 
“I represent a whole Generation of SOLID 
AFRICAN creatives going Global.”

Now, as Afrobeats continues to expand its reach, 
Ugeh says he and his 15-person team are starting 
to see that reflected in the kind of venues the 
genre’s artists can play: He has gone from booking 
two to three U.S. tours for Afrobeats artists a year 
to booking two to three a month, with Davido, Tiwa 
Savage, Rema and more scheduled for later this 
year. A different concert promoter, Cokobar, is 
helping Burna book shows in the United Kingdom 
and France. And with both the Bowl and the 
Garden in the books — as well as recent gigs at the 
Outside Lands and Governors Ball festivals last 
year — Burna and his team have their sights set on 
bigger stages, and more of them. “When the artist 
gives you good music, and gives you a fantastic 
show, you’re able to sell the artist,” Ugeh says. 
“Burna puts in the work with his performance, his 
production.”

When his “One Night in Space” show at the 

URNA Boy  i s  
soaring over the 
c r o w d  a t  B

Amsterdam’s  Z iggo 
Dome, yelling the Yoruba 
term that loosely means 
“move your legs.” His six-
foot-one frame explodes 
into the air, seemingly 
powered by enough 
energy to fuel the Space 
Drift Tour race car he 
zoomed onto the stage in 
earlier. Wearing a blue 
custom Botter jumpsuit, 
he looks like some kind of 
Afro-futurist astronaut, 
ready to fly even higher.

“He gives his all. And 
when he comes off 
[stage], you’ll see him in 
the dressing room, 
falling flat out on the 
floor and shaking,” says 
h is  younger  s i s ter  
Ronami Ogulu, who’s 
also his stylist and creative director. “Then he 
comes up and we patch him all together and we go 
again the next day.”

Three days later, Burna is in South London and 
decidedly more earthbound, slouched in an 
antique red leather chair. He takes long, drawn-out 
puffs from his Backwood, taking care that his 
denim Off-White ensemble doesn’t turn into a 
designer ashtray. He speaks in aphorisms, like “It 
is better to stick with the devils you know” (why he 
keeps family, including his sister and “momager” 
Bose Ogulu, on his team) and “I hope for the best 
and am prepared for the worst” (when he thinks 
about the future of the African continent). When 
he laughs, tiny diamond tooth gems glint at the 
edges of his kilowatt smile. When he’s finished 
answering a question, he gestures toward me with 
his hand and sternly commands, “Proceed.”

Especially for a fellow African who shares his 
passion for our motherland, an audience with 
Burna feels a bit like one with a dignitary. And 
while he may have just flown here from 
Amsterdam a few nights before, his exhaustion 
does not take precedence over his calling — his 
mission — to spread his signature Afro-fusion 
music all over the world. “It has always been my 
vision to build a bridge between all Black people in 
all parts of the world through the music and 
performance,” he states. “Music is the No. 1 
messenger.”

Continued on page 25Continued on page 25

he 2022 Billboard Music Awards took over the MGM Grand 
Garden Arena in Las Vegas on Sunday (May 15), with Sean 
“Diddy” Combs hosting and performing. Mary J. Blige was T

honored with the Icon Award during the show, broadcast on 
NBC and Peacock. Check out some of the best photos from the 
2022 BBMAs red carpet, including the best fashion looks and 
outfits from performers and presenters at the awards show. 
The 2022 BBMAs feature a huge list of performers that includes 
Silk Sonic, Rauw Alejandro, Jack Harlow, Bryson Tiller, Florence 
+ the Machine, Elle King & Miranda Lambert, Megan Thee 
Stallion, Machine Gun Kelly, Latto, Burna Boy, Becky G, Ed 
Sheeran, Dan + Shay, Travis Scott and Morgan Wallen. Maxwell 
is taking the BBMAs as an opportunity to pay homage to Michael 
Jackson's Thriller on its 40th anniversary with a performance. 
The 2022 Billboard Music Awards were preceded by Billboard's 
first-ever Billboard MusicCon. It hosted panels featuring 
Machine Gun Kelly, Anitta, Rauw Alejandro and Burna Boy, with 
Anitta performing as well. Ty Dolla $ign also performed at the 
inaugural Billboard MusicCon in Las Vegas leading up to the 
2022 BBMAs.

Eleven of the performers are nominees this year, including Ed 
Sheeran (nine nods), Rauw Alejandro, Silk Sonic, and Morgan 
Wallen (four nods each), and Miranda Lambert (two nods). Mari 
Copeny, a 14-year-old environmental justice advocate, will 
receive the third annual Billboard Music Award Changemaker 
Award.

Billboard music awards 2022Burna Boy: Taking 
Afro-fusion to next level

Travis Scott, Stormi Webster & Kylie Jenner

Travis Scott, Stormi Webster, and Kylie Jenner attend the 2022 
Billboard Music Awards at MGM Grand Garden Arena on May 15, 
2022 in Las Vegas.

Megan Fox & Machine Gun Kelly

Megan Fox and Machine Gun Kelly attend the 2022 Billboard Music 
Awards at MGM Grand Garden Arena on May 15, 2022 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada.





SUNDAY STANDARD,  June 5, 2022Page 18

FTER talks in Sochi, 
Macky Sall said the 
Russian leader had A

promised to ease the export 
of cereals and fertiliser, but 
gave no details.
Mr Putin denied Moscow was 

preventing Ukrainian ports 
from exporting grain.
Over  40% o f  wheat  

consumed in Africa usually 
comes from Russia and 
Ukraine.
But Ukraine's ports in the 

Black Sea have been largely 
blocked for exports since the 
conflict began. Kyiv and its 
allies blame Moscow for 
blockading the ports, which 
Ukraine has mined to prevent 
a Russ ian amphib ious 
assault.
"Failure to open those ports 

will result in famine," the 
UN's crisis coordinator Amin 
Awad said in Geneva.
He said a grain shortage 

could affect 1.4 billion people 
and trigger mass migration.
The war has exacerbated 

already existing shortages in 
Afr ica caused by bad 
harvests and insecurity.
Food prices have shot up 

across the continent since 
Russia invaded Ukraine 100 
days ago, pushing huge 
numbers towards hunger.
The head of the World Food 

Programme, Mike Dunford, 
said more than 80 million 
people were acutely food 
insecure, acutely hungry in 
Africa - up from about 50 
million people this time last 
year.
Chad has declared a 

national food emergency. A 
third of the population needs 
food aid, according to the UN 
and the government has 
appealed for international 
assistance.
Mr Sall, who is Senegal's 

president, told Mr Putin he 
should be "aware that our 
countries, even if they are far 
from the theatre [of action], 
are victims of this economic 
crisis".
He said he was also pleading 

on behalf of other countries 
in Asia, the Middle East and 
Latin America.
Mr Putin said Russia was 

ready to guarantee the safe 
export of Ukrainian grain via 

ports on the Azov and Black 
seas it controls. He said the 
best solution would be to lift 
sanctions on Belarus, a close 
Russian ally, so the grain 
could be shipped that way.
Some analysts argue the 

Kremlin is hoping that a 
looming food crisis will put 
political pressure on the West 
by provoking big new refugee 
flows towards Europe from 
food-insecure countries in 
the Middle East and Africa.
Before Friday's meeting, Mr 

Putin said he was always on 
the side of Africa, but didn't 
expl ic i t ly mention the 
continent's food crisis.
L i k e  m a n y  A f r i c a n  

countries, Senegal has 
avoided taking sides in the 
conflict and the Senegalese 
leader also said food supplies 
should be "outside" the 
West's sanctions on Russia. 
He said he had made this 
point when he spoke to the 
European Council earlier in 
the week.
Last Friday, US President 

Joe Biden dismissed the idea 
t h a t  t h e  We s t  b o r e  
responsibility for the global 

price rises.
"This is a Putin price hike. 

Putin's war has raised the 
price of food because Ukraine 
and Russia are two of the 
world's major bread baskets 
for wheat and corn, the basic 

Ukraine: Hungry Africans 
are victims of the conflict-Sall

 Sall and Putin

 United Nations human 
rights expert on Sudan A

has called for accelerated 
investigations into the 
killings of protesters and 
other atrocities, as the death 
toll since last year's coup 
nears 100.
Sudan has been rocked by 

deepening unrest and a 
violent crackdown against 
near-weekly mass protests 
since army chief Abdel 
Fattah al-Burhan's power 
grab on October 25 derailed 
a fragile transition to civilian 
rule.
“It is simply unacceptable 

that 99 people have been 
killed and more than 5,000 
injured as a result of 
excessive use of force by the 
joint security forces,” Adama 
Dieng told reporters on 
Saturday, quoting a toll 
provided by pro-democracy 
medics.
He called on authorities “to 

expedite” investigations into 
the killings of protesters.
On what is his second visit 

to Sudan since last year's 
coup, Dieng raised concerns 
during talks with senior 
officials over arbitrary and 
mass arrests of activists, 
sexual and gender-based 
violence, and “acts of torture 
and ill-treatment” during 
detentions.
He said an inquiry set up by 

Sudanese authorities has 
confirmed “four cases of 
sexual violence” during the 
protests.
The UN expert also pointed 

to an intensification of an 
existing economic crisis 
since the coup, which has 
seen Western donors return 
to the sidelines, after a brief 
engagement with a civilian-
mil itary power-sharing 
government established in 
the wake of the deposing of 
President Omar al-Bashir in 
2019.
Spiralling prices and a poor 

harvest are “forecast to 
dramatically increase the 
number of people living in 
poverty”, he noted.
Dieng is scheduled to meet 

al-Burhan later on Saturday.
On Friday, thousands of 

protesters took to the 
streets across Sudan to 
mark the third anniversary 
of a crackdown that medics 
say killed 128 people in June 
2019, when armed men in 
military fatigues violently 
dispersed a weeks-long sit-
i n  o u t s i d e  a r m y  
headquarters.
A protester was killed 

d u r i n g  F r i d a y ' s  

demonstrations despite calls 
by Dieng, echoed by Western 
diplomats, for security 
forces to “refrain from 
excessive violence against 
protesters”.
The UN, along with the 

African Union and regional 
grouping IGAD, has been 
pushing for Sudanese-led 
talks to break the post-coup 
political impasse.
On Friday, UN special 

representa t i ve  Vo lker  
Perthes announced the 
Security Council had voted 
to extend by one year the 
UN's mission in Sudan.
Perthes, as well as AU and 

IGAD representat ives,  
agreed with military officials 
to launch “direct talks” 
among Sudanese factions 
next week.
On Sunday, al-Burhan 

lifted a state of emergency in 
force since the coup to set 
the stage for “meaningful 
dialogue that achieves 
stability for the transitional 
period”.
Since April, Sudanese 

authorities have released 
several civilian leaders and 
pro-democracy activists.

UN demands probe into 
Sudan post-coup killings

The vigil organisers, the 
Hong Kong Alliance in Support 
o f  Pa t r io t i c  Democrat i c  
Movements of China, disbanded 
last year after many of its 
leaders were arrested on 
suspicion of violating the 
national security law, which was 
imposed following massive pro-
democracy protests in 2019.

Authorities have cited risks 
from the coronavirus for 
b a n n i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  
commemoration over the past 
three years. Critics say the 
pandemic is used as an excuse 
to infringe on the right to 
assemble.

A government statement on 
Friday said that parts of Victoria 
Park, which traditionally served 
as the venue for the candlelight 
vigil, will be closed as it may be 
used for “illegal activities”. The 
move was to “prevent any 
unauthorised assemblies” in 

the park and to reduce the 
possibility of Covid-19 spread.

The city's leader, Carrie Lam, 
said this week that any events 
to commemorate those killed in 
the 1989 crackdown would be 
subject to national security 
laws.

Earlier in the week, a police 
superintendent warned that 
anyone who gathered in a 
group “at the same place, with 
the same time and with a 
common purpose to express 
certain views” could be 
cons i de red  pa r t  o f  an  
unauthorised assembly.

Since the British handed 
over Hong Kong to China in 
1997, the city has been 
governed under a “one country, 
two systems” framework that 
gives it freedoms not found on 
the mainland, inc luding 
freedom of speech and 
assembly.

For years, Hong Kong and 
Macao were the only places on 
Chinese soi l al lowed to 
commemorate the Tiananmen 
crackdown. In China, keywords 
such as “Tiananmen massacre” 
and “June 4” are strictly 
censored online, and people are 
not allowed to publicly mark the 
events.

Hong Kong's crackdown on 
t h e  T i a n a n m e n  
commemorations has drawn 
criticism internationally.

Blinken said the United 
States would continue to speak 
out and promote accountability 
for human rights abuses by 

China, including those in Hong 
Ko n g ,  a g a i n s t  M u s l i m  
minorities in the western 
Xinjiang region as well as Tibet.

Taiwan's foreign ministry 
wrote on its Facebook page that 
“when this time of year comes 
around, there is a lot one can't 
say, a lot one can't write, and a 
lot one can't even look up on 
the internet”.

The  pos t  encouraged  
Chinese citizens who use a VPN 
to access Facebook, which is 
blocked in China, and search for 
information on the Tiananmen 
Square massacre “to see what 
their country is hiding from 
them”.

Amid the ban on events in 

H o n g  K o n g ,  o v e r s e a s  

gatherings and seminars in the 

US, Taipei,  Prague and 

elsewhere have taken on larger 

significance, with calls online 

en cou rag i ng  peop l e  t o  

participate.
In recent years, institutions 

including universities have also 

removed sculptures and 

ar twork  that  mark the 

Tiananmen massacre to comply 

with a harsh national security 

law that Beijing imposed on the 

city in June 2020.
Authorities have been using 

the law to crack down on the 

opposition, with more than 150 

people arrested on suspicion of 

o f f e n c e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  

s u b ve r s i o n ,  s e c e s s i o n ,  

terrorism and foreign collusion 

to intervene in the city's affairs.

OZENS of police officers 
patrolled Hong Kong's D

Victoria Park on Saturday after 
au thor i t i es  fo r  a  th i rd  
consecutive year banned public 
c ommemora t i on  o f  t he  
anniversary of the deadly 
Tiananmen Square crackdown 
in 1989.

For decades, an annual 
candlelight vigil was held in the 
park to remember the violent 
suppression by troops of 
student protesters demanding 
greater democracy in Beijing's 
Tiananmen Square on June 4, 
1989. Hundreds, i f  not 
thousands, were killed.

The ban is seen as part of a 
move to snuff out political 
dissent and a sign that Hong 
Kong is losing its freedoms as 
Beijing tightens its grip over the 
semi-autonomous Chinese city.

Hong Kong police enforce ban on Tiananmen 
vigil

A woman  in Hong Kong is stopped and searched by police 
officers on the 33rd anniversary of the Tiananmen Square killings

 told him [Putin ] that he Imade a historic and 
fundamental error for his 
people, for himself and for 
history,” said Macron. “I think 
he has isolated himself. 
Isolating oneself is one thing, 
but being able to get out of it 
is a difficult path.”
France's leader also said he 

did not “rule out” a visit to the 
Ukraine capital, Kyiv.
Thousands of people have 

been killed and millions 
others displaced since Russia 
invaded Ukraine on February 
24, creating the worst 
refugee crisis in Europe since 
World War II.
Meanwhile, Putin on Friday 

b lamed  the  Wes t  f o r  
emerging global food and 
energy crises and repeated 
his government's offers of 
safe passage for ships 
exporting grain from Ukraine 
if mines are removed from 
the waters.The Kremlin 
leader said Russia was not 
blocking grain shipments 
from Ukraine and the West i 

using Russia as a scapegoat 
for its problems.
As reported by the state-run 

TASS news agency, Putin also 
said Western sanctions 
against Russia would only 
worsen world markets – 
reducing the harvest and 
driving up prices.
He said inflation stemmed 

from the unprecedented 
dollar “printing press” during 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and blamed short-sighted 
European policies for under-
investment in alternatives to 
traditional energy supplies 
and price increases.
Putin pledged if Ukraine 

waters were de-mined, 
Russia would not attack grain 
shipments and suggested 
they could be made from the 
port of Berdyansk or other 
countries, such as Belarus. 
Berdyansk is under Russian 
occupation.Putin accused the 
West of “bluster” by claiming 
Moscow was preventing grain 
exports from Ukraine.
Russia and Ukraine account 

for nearly a third of global 
wheat supplies, while Russia 
is also a key global fertiliser 
exporter and Ukraine is a 
major exporter of corn and 
sunflower oil.
Russia's army has seized 

much of Ukraine's southern 
coastline in the course of its 
100-day war and its warships 
control  access to the 
country's Black Sea ports. 
But it continues to blame 
Ukraine and the West for the 
resulting halt in Ukrainian 
grain exports.
He also said ports under 

Kyiv's control, in particular, 
Odesa, could be used but 
called for the waters around 
the Ukrainian-held ports to 
be “cleared” of mines by 
Ukraine.
Russia would in exchange 

allow the ships safe passage, 
Putin said. Other transport 
options include the Danube 
River via Romania, Hungary 
or Poland, he added.

Vladimir Putin made 'historic' error in Ukraine 

-Macron







E are surrounded on 

a daily basis by 

happenings that W
could be positive or negative 

and as each one comes our 

way, how we handle or come 

out of it matters. 
Experts however advise that 

whatever the challenge we are 

going through, we must take 

care of our mind so as not to 

lose it yo depression and other 

negat ive consequences,  

whether it is in the event of the 

loss of a loved one, job, 

relationship, or being a victim 

of divorce, disaster, fraud, or 

any challenge. Having a good 

mindset that allows one to still 

see the need for life and the 

positive sides to issues 

prevents suicidal thoughts too.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  Pa t r i c k  

H a n n e b e r y o n  

sisuhealthgroup.com, being 

healthy isn't simply exercising 

and eating well, mental health 

also plays a major role in your 

overall wellbeing, however 

many of us forget to check-in 

and make time to practice a 

healthy mindset. For instance  

App r ox ima t e l y  1  i n  4  

Australians experience some 

form of mental illness, while 

o thers  may exper ience  

intermittent feelings of stress, 

a lack of confidence or feeling 

overwhelmed. 
He said there is a myriad of 

different things you can do to 

promote a healthy mindset, 

from exercising to meditating. 

He lists some things you can try 

to ensure you are promoting a 

healthy mindset and to support 

feeling your best.
Eat well:
Research supports a diet of 

highly processed foods, with 

littlenesses nutrients, play a 

significant impact on not only 

your body but also your mind. 

Good nutrition allows you to 

feel good from the inside out.
Surround yourself with 

positive people:
Ta k e  t i m e  t o  m a k e  

meaningful connections with 

friends and family and the 

people around you. By 

surrounding yourself with 

positive people you will feel 

happier and supported. Many 

of us lead busy schedules, but 

it is important to make time to 

socialise and to have fun.
Take time to practice 

gratitude:
It can be easy to forget to 

take a minute or so to reflect 

and to think about the things in 

your life that you are grateful 

for. Something as simple as 

having a cup of tea without 

technology, or meditating can 

go a long way in feeling 

happier and promoting mental 

clarity.
Avoid self-comparison:
Comparison can take its toll 

for many people resulting in 

lowered self-esteem or a lower 

sense of self-worth. Take 

comfort in the fact that no one 

person is the same and 

remember to make time to 

disconnect from social media 

platforms every now and 

again.
Find a hobby:

A balance between work or 

study and spending time doing 

things that make you happy 

can make a big difference to 

having a healthy mindset. Try 

something new or pick up a 

class to help you feel fulfilled.

Give back:
G i v i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  

community can help build 

meaningful connections with 

those around you but can also 

be so powerful for your 

mindset. Volunteer within 

your community or show small 

acts of kindness to those 

around you during the day and 

you will feel better and 

happier as a person.
Talk about your feelings:
It's important to share how 

we are feeling with people 

close to us. If you don't feel 

comfortable sharing your 

f e e l i n g  w i t h  a n y o n e ,  

sometimes a personal journal 

can help you to express what 

you're experiencing.
 Reflect:
Making time to reflect is a 

powerful thing. Take time to 

reflect on the past day or week 

and reflect on how you 

resolved problems and how it 

felt. Reflection is a great way 

to stay in tune with yourself, 

learn and maintain a fresh 

mind.
Exercise:
There are many studies that 

support the idea that exercise 

is very powerful in supporting 

mental  health because 

exercise can improve body 

image, resilience, quality of 

life and can even assist in 

cases of mild to moderate 

depression.
 Use failure to encourage 

success:
Fa i l u r e  c a n  b e  t h e  

cornerstone to personal 

growth and development. 

Remind yourself to pick 

yourself back up again and try 

again!

Ways to promote a healthy mindset
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WITH CELESTINE D. ATTSAR

N a good weekend he can 
collect 400 of them. On top Iof that, he manages a 

team of six agents doing the 
same thing in other parts of the 
country, and between them 
they expect to collect around 
30,000 phones this year.
Mr Arthur and his agents pay a 
small amount to sellers for each 
phone, 2.5-2.7 Ghanaian cedis, 
or around 44 US cents (33p).
Even though the phones are 
beyond repair, sometimes it can 
take some persuading to get 
people to part with them.
"A [new] Android phone goes 
for like $150 and I offer them 
less than $1 for it. Even though 
it is no longer usable, they're 
like: 'But I bought it at this 
price. So why should I give it as 
cheap as that?'"
His weekend work is paid for by 
a Dutch company called Closing 
the Loop. The company ships 
the phones collected by Eric and 
his team over to Europe, where 
they are broken down and 
recycled. Then a specialist 
smelting firm retrieves around 
90% of the metals in the phone 
- a process which incinerates 
the plastic parts.
But why ship phones thousands 
of miles from West Africa?
Closing the Loop has partners in 
Africa including Hinckley 
Recycling in Lagos, Nigeria
Joost de Kluijver, who co-
founded Closing the Loop with 
Reinhardt Smit, says the 
answer is simple. Africa does 
not yet have the sophisticated 
smelting plants needed to 
retrieve the small quantities of 
highly valuable metals that go 
into making a mobile phone.
"Everything you need to have in 
a plant that is financially 
sustainable, is missing," he 
says. "There's no legislation, 
infrastructure and no consumer 

awareness. As a result, you 
don't have any money to fund 
proper collection and recycling."
Meanwhile around 230 million 
phones are sold in Africa every 
year. When they are no longer 
needed, some are picked up by 
the informal recycling industry, 
but most are thrown away.
According to the Global E-waste 
Monitor, Africa generated 2.9 
million tonnes of electronic 
waste in 2019, of which only 1% 
was effectively collected and 
recycled.
"African countries are experts in 
life-cycle extension, in repair 
and also to some extent in 
recycling. So the mindset is 
already there but the proper 

tooling is missing, especially for 
this type of waste," says Mr de 
Kluijver.
To pay for the collection of 
phones in Africa, Closing the 
Loop str ikes deals with 
companies and organisations 
which pay Closing the Loop 
around €5 ($5.60; £4.20) per 
new phone that they buy or 
lease from whoever provides 
their technology.
For every new workplace 
device, Closing the Loop 
recycles an equivalent amount 
of electronic waste in countries 
that lack formal recycling 
capacity.
The €5 per phone covers the 
col lect ion, shipping and 

recycling of a phone in Africa, 
plus some profit for Closing the 
Loop.
The growing list of customers 
includes the Dutch government 
and financial services firm, 
KPMG. For the clients it is a 
relatively small investment but 
i t  h a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
environmental benefit.
Mr de Kluijver is critical of some 
recent efforts to set up waste 
recycling schemes in Africa. He 
a r gues  t ha t  w i t hou t  a  
sustainable financial model and 
enforced legislation in place 
they will struggle to get off the 
ground.
Simone Andersson is well aware 
of those challenges. She is the 
Chief Commercial Officer of 
Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment Centre (WEEE) 
which recycles these goods in 
Kenya.
Kenya does not have a national 
government-run recycling 
system, just a waste collection 
service in some areas. The idea 
for WEEE Centre sprang from 
Computers For Schools Kenya, a 
non-profit organisation which 
s u p p l i e s  s c h o o l s  w i t h  
refurbished computers.
Its work with schools showed 
that there was a need to deal 
with unwanted electronic waste 
and in 2012 the recycling firm 
was launched., 
S imone Andersson w i th  
technician Ibrahim Kimani at 
WEEE Centre's workshop
This year, WEEE Centre expects 
to collect 250 tonnes of 
electronic waste, mostly 
through deals with big firms like 
Total Energies and Absa. 
But this is only a small fraction 
of the estimated 50,000 tonnes 
o f  e -was te  tha t  Kenya  
generates every year. Ms 

Why broken African phones are shipped to Europe

Andersson has ambitious plans 
to set up collection points all 
over the country where people 
will be able to leave their 
unwanted electronics.
She says that Kenyans are 
becoming more aware of the 
environmental problems caused 
by e-waste and would like to do 
something about it.
"Most people are very aware of 
the general waste problems. 
Many would like to change their 
ways, if there was only some 
infrastructure, supporting it - 
we want to be part of solving 
that when it comes to e-waste," 
she says.
The Kenyan government is 
taking some steps to help: there 
is a plan underway to introduce 
E x t e n d e d  P r o d u c e r  
Responsibility legislation (EPR), 
which will assign the financial 
burden of recycling products 
back to the producers or 
importers of electronic goods.
"We are pushing for it because 
we see it's needed in this 
country," says Ms Andersson. 
"And we also want Kenya to be a 
good role model for the rest in 
Africa.
"Having the EPR is going to help 
if we get the laws in place. 
Maybe not immediately, but for 
sure it puts a totally different 
mindset and will have a great 
e f f e c t  o n  t a r g e t s  a n d  
structures." 
WEEE Centre's technicians 
dismantling electronic devices - 
iron and copper can be 
recovered in Kenya, but 
precious metals have to be dealt 
with out of Africa
WEEE Centre's workshop team 
of 10 technicians carefully sorts 
and dismantles electronic 
devices. Some metals - iron and 
copper - can be recovered 
locally, but precious metals like 
gold, platinum and palladium 
that are embedded in the circuit 
boards can only be retrieved by 
specialist smelting firms in 
Europe or Asia.
One day Ms Andersson would 
like to build a smelting plant in 
Kenya: "As we expand, we 
definitely want to bring that 
technology to Africa. Why not 
eastern Africa? Why not Kenya 
and Nairobi? That is one part of 
our vision."
Mr de Kluijver also hopes that 
Closing the Loop will be able to 
finance recycling plants and 
smelters in Africa, but until 
then, the next best option is to 
ship phones to Europe.
Back in Cape Coast in Ghana, 
E r i c  A r t h u r  h a s  s e e n  
improvements in the handling 
of electronic waste in recent 
years, but thinks more needs to 
be done.
"With more education, I believe 
that people will come to 
understand the need for one to 
dispose of electronic waste," he 
says.
Source: BBC

Eric Arthur does not have much time for hobbies he spends most weekends driving all over Ghana collecting broken mobile 
phones. From his home in Cape Coast he can rove more than 100 miles (160km) in one weekend visiting repair shops and scraps 
yards - anywhere that has a decent supply of broken devices, BEN MORRIS writes.
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Power generation in Nigeria improves to 
76,444MWh

Sylva

Ahmed

OPEC boost Nigeria crude 
oil quota to 1.799 million

Buhari set to convenes National 
Food Security Council meeting

‘Energy security key to Nigeria economic growth’

HE Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) has T

increased Nigeria's crude oil 
quota from 1.772million 
barrels per day for June 2022 
to 1.799million barrels per 
day in July 2022.

According to the World's oil 
supply governing body, the 
raise was by 27,000 barrels, 
translating to a 3.4% 
increase in the month of July.

The cartel disclosed the 
news in press statement at its 
29th OPEC and non-OPEC 
ministerial meeting which 
was held via video conference 
recently.

In the statement, OPEC also 
approved  the  h ighes t  
p roduc t i on  vo lume o f  
10.833million barrels per day 
for Saudi Arabia and Russia.

As the United Arab Emirates 
is to produce 3.127million 
barrels per day, Iraq and 
Kuwait are to produce 
4.580million barrels per day 
and 2.768millions barrels per 
day  r e spec t i ve l y,  t he  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  r a t i f i e d  
1.753million barrels per day 
for Mexico and 1.680million 
b a r r e l s  p e r  d a y  f o r  
Kazakhstan.

The increase made Nigeria 
to be top on the list of its 
African counterparts and 
followed by Angola that got 
approval for 1.502million 
barrels per day.

According to OPEC, the 
meet ing “advance the 
planned overall production 
adjustment for the month of 
September and redistribute 
equally the 0.432 mb/d 
production increase over the 
months of July and August 
2022.

“Therefore, July production 

will be adjusted upward by 
0.648 mb/d as per the 
attached schedule.”

The meeting, said the 
cartel, resolved to reaffirm 
the decision of the 10th OPEC 
and non-OPEC Ministerial 
meeting on 12 April 2020 and 
f u r t h e r  a p p r o v e d  i n  
subsequen t  mee t i ngs ,  
including the 19th OPEC and 
non-OPEC Ministerial Meeting 
on the 18 July 2021.

It  a lso af f i rmed the 
production regulation plan 
and the monthly production 
adjustment mechanism 
approved at the 19th OPEC 
and non-OPEC Ministerial 
Meeting and the decision to 
adjust upward the monthly 
overall production by 0.432 
mb/d for the month of July 
2022.

I t  e x t e n d e d  t h e  
compensation period until 
the end of December 2022 as 
r e q u e s t e d  b y  s o m e  
underperforming countries 
a n d  r e q u e s t  t h a t  

underperforming countries 
submit their plans by 17 June 
2022.

On compensation plans, 
OPEC said it should be 
submitted in agreement with 
the statement of the 15th 
O P E C  a n d  n o n - O P E C  
ministerial meeting.

It, however, restated the 
cr i t i ca l  s ign i f i cance o f  
observing total conformity 
and to the compensation 
mechanism.

The meeting resolved to hold 
the 30th OPEC and non-OPEC 
Ministerial Meeting on June 
30, 2022.

RESIDENT Muhammadu PBuhari will soon convene 
a National Food Security 
Council meeting to address 
food price inflation.

The Minister of Finance, 
Budge t ,  a nd  Na t i o na l  
Planning, Zainab Ahmed, 
disclosed this to reporters, 
after the Federal Executive 
Council meeting.

The minister, who presented 
the first quarter of the 2022 
Gross Domestic Product 
report to FEC, said she 
reported to the council that 
inflation had started going 
upward.

She said the Central Bank 
had to adjust the Monetary 
Policy Rate (MPR) to 13% in 
the last meeting of the 
Monetary Policy Committee to 
manage the cost of inflation.

“Council has also decided 
that the National Food 
Security Council will very 
quickly meet to address the 
issue of food inflation, and 
also provide a plan and some 
methods in which we can 
reduce the cost of food to 
support improved food prices 
for the citizens,” she added.

On the GDP report, the 
minister said it showed that 
the Nigerian economy had 
grown by 3.1% in the first 
quarter of 2022.

According to her, “This 
growth shows a gradual 
economic stability from the 
recession that we witnessed in 
2020. It also shows the six 
quarter of positive growth that 

the Nigerian economy has 
presented.”

She said “though there has 
been growth in some sectors, 
t he re  a r e  s i gn i f i c an t  
contraction than others but 
the net effect is positive 
growth.

Also, Buhari urged world 
leaders to come together and 
strategise on ways to avert 
the looming food crisis 
around the globe.

He spoke in Madrid, Spain 
at the Royal Palace during an 
audience with his Royal 
Majesty, King Felipe VI in 
continuation of his State Visit 
to the country.

A statement by the 

presidential spokesman, 

Femi Adesina, said the two 

leaders, who canvassed a 

global action to stem the food 

problem especially in wheat 

production occasioned by the 

ongoing war in Ukraine, 

urged world leaders to take 

concrete actions to avert the 

crisis.
The King, according to the 

statement, said Nigeria was 

an important country and 

looked forward to an 

opportunity to visit the 

country especially against 

the background of stronger 

cooperation being forged by 

the two countries.

IMIPRE Sylva, minister of Tstate for petroleum 
resources says energy 
provision is key to Nigeria's 
economic  g rowth  and  
security.

Sylva, while delivering a 
keynote address at 'the 
N ige r i a -A f r i ca  na tu ra l  

resource and energy summit' 
in Abuja on Thursday, said 
energy propels economic 
growth, which makes energy 
security synonymous with 
optimum and sustainable 
economic growth.

“Energy is an indispensable 
i n g r ed i en t  f o r  human  
development and socio-
economic prosperity. It is 
central to job creation, 
security, health, and other 
challenges facing humans.

“This is why access to energy 
is prominently addressed in 
the UN Agenda 2030 for 
Sustainable Development 
Goals – In particular, SDG 7 
f o cuses  on  access  t o  
a f f o r d a b l e ,  r e l i a b l e ,  
sustainable and modern 
e ne r g y  f o r  a l l ,  a s  a  
fundamental right,” he said.

The minister said that as of 
today, energy poverty is still 
much prevalent in the world, 
especially in Africa where 
millions of people still do not 
have access to electricity or 
clean cooking fuels.

“Based on the UN data, 
about 760 million people lack 
a c c e s s  t o  e l e c t r i c i t y  
worldwide, with 3 out of 4 of 
them living in sub-Saharan 
Africa.

“Furthermore, one-third of 
the world's population – about 
2.6 billion people – have no 
access to clean cooking fuels, 
with over 900 million of these 
in sub-Saharan Africa.”

The minister said on 
average, only 48 percent of 
the Sub-Saharan African 
population have access to 
electricity, while only 18 
percent have access to clean 
cooking fuels compared to a 

global average of 90 and 70 
percent, respectively.

I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  CO2  
emiss ion,  Wor ld Bank 
statistics show that the world 
average of CO2 emissions 
was 4.48 metric tons per 
capita in 2018, with some 
regions and individual 
countries recording five to 
seven times this value. 
Emissions by Sub-Saharan 
Africa in total was only 0.76 
metric tons per capita.

At the core of this challenge 
is the issue of climate change 
that is eliciting clamour for 
the transition to greener 
energy sources to reduce 
carbon emissions, the 
minister said.

It is important that every 
nation and region come up 
with a green initiative to 
foster collective effort to 
combat incessant threats to 
the planet caused by CO2 
emissions. Such initiatives 
must be bold, decisive and 
on target, the minister said.

In addition to the current 
high level of energy poverty 
worldwide, especially in 
Africa, Sylva stated that all 
energy sources will be 
required to achieve the 
sustainable development 
goal of providing access to 
a f f o r d a b l e ,  r e l i a b l e ,  
sustainable and modern 
energy for all.

However, he argued that 
this goal cannot be achieved 
by renewable energy sources 
alone. All available energy 
s o u r c e s  s h o u l d  b e  
considered, while available 
technologies, like carbon 
capture, utilisation and 
storage (CCUS), should be 

employed to make them 
cleaner, he said reiterating oil 
and gas will remain important 
components of the global 
energy mix for decades to 
come, he said.

Fossil fuels, he said, will 
continue to be needed and 
essential for propelling global 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
development, especially in 
energy-poor countr ies, 
mostly in Africa, specifically 
sub-Saharan Africa but they 
have to be used with 
appropriate technologies and 
this should be a part of the 
solution to climate change in 
energy-poor countries.

“Natural gas is widely seen 
as a low carbon-emitting 
energy source that could play 
a major role in the energy 
transition quest.

“Natural gas is known to 
emit 30 percent less CO2 
compared to oil, and almost 
70percent less compared to 
coal, for an equivalent 
amount of energy supply,” he 
said.

The minister stated that the 
European Commission is 
making a move to classify 
nuclear and natural gas 
energy sources as 'green' 
and Nigeria has already made 
a strong commitment to 
embracing energy transition, 
pledging to significantly 
reduce its greenhouse gas 
emissions under the Paris 
Agreement on Cl imate 
Change.

This is in addition to the 
commitment Nigeria made 
t h r o u g h  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu Buhari, at COP 
26 in 2021 to attain carbon 
net-zero by 2060, Sylva said.

IGERIA'S electricity 
generation rebounded N

slightly recently, as the 
gene ra t i ng  compan ie s  
gene ra t ed  a  t o t a l  o f  
76,444.98MWh of energy, 
representing an increase of 
5 . 1 3 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  
72,712.08MWh generated 
the previous day.

Energy generation had 
fallen to an almost two-
month low on Wednesday, 1st 
June 2022, to 72.71GWh. 
Consequently, the energy 
supply improved by 5.08% to 
75,342.22MWh on Thursday.

This  is  according to 
i n f o rma t i on  f r om the  

Transmission Company of 
Nigeria (TCN).

Nigeria's energy generation 
and supply has fallen further 
b e l o w  t h e  m i n i m u m  
105,000MWh required to 
record some level of stability 
in power supply in the 
country. Nigerians continue 

to grapple with epileptic power 
supply as a resul t  of  
disruptions at the national grip 
and the inability to operate at 
full capacity.

The highest frequency for 
the day was 50.38Hz, while 
the lowest frequency was 
49.12Hz.

NADDC to partner UAE firm on 
solar tractors

HE National Automotive TDesign and Development 
Council (NADDC) says it will 
partner a UAE-based firm to 
produce so lar-powered 
tractors.

The Director-General (DG) 
of the council, Mr Jelani Aliyu, 
disclosed this shortly after 
participating as a panelist at 
the Electric Vehicle Innovation 
Summit (EVIS), in Abu Dhabi, 
UAE, which was held from May 
23 to May 25.

The  summi t  b rough t  
t o g e t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  
eng ineers ,  government  
officials, and electric vehicle 
companies and institutions 
from around the world.

T h e y  e x p l o r e d  a n d  
discussed the technical, policy 
and market achievements and 
potentials in e-mobility.

The DG spoke on the current 
Nigerian achievements in e-
mobility, and elaborated on 

the strong potentials in the 
sector in Nigeria and Africa.

Aliyu also had a talk with a 
number  o f  execut ives ,  
including the delegation of a 
firm that produces solar-
powered agricultural tractors.

The discussion was with a 
view to collaborating with the 
company  i n  t he  l o ca l  
production of tractors and 
make them available to 
Nigerian farmers.

This engagement was also in 
order to cost-effectively 
promote food production and 
sufficiency in the nation.

Aliyu later paid a courtesy 
v i s i t  t o  t h e  N i g e r i a n  
Ambassador to the United 
Arab Emirates, Mohammed 
Dansatta.

The Ambassador thanked 
h im for  the v is i t  and 
acknowledged the good work 
of Aliyu in developing the 
automotive industry in 
Nigeria, while urging him to 
continue with his efforts. 
(NAN) (www.nannews.ng)

Edited by Razak OwolabiAliyu
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our celebrations, our problems — and no one is 
able to tell the story better than us,” she says. That 
attitude rules how Burna’s sister Ronami runs his 
creative endeavors, too. She helped him secure a 
120-piece collection with U.K. fashion retailer 
boohooMan in 2020, featuring odes to the green-
and-white Nigerian flag, and a spot in Calvin 
Klein’s spring 2022 campaign alongside Vince 
Staples, Solange and Dominic Fike — something 
Ronami says Burna would never have done two 
years ago, when he wasn’t comfortable being 
“some sort of spectacle” offstage. But after 
starting to attend fashion shows with her, she says 
her brother has taken an interest in everything 
from “talking about fabrics and buttons” to 
“modeling a product” — always, of course, on their 
own terms. “Even when they come to us, if we’re 
not able to do [that], then it’s not worth it,” she 
says.

“They operate as a family, but they’re focused on 
building a legacy. They’re preserving that legacy 
to push African music globally, and that’s what I 
love and support,” says Jason Johnson, vp of 
marketing and brand strategy at streaming 
platform Audiomack, which has the biggest 
footprint on the continent among Western digital 
service providers (DSPs) and is the No. 1 free 
music app on Apple’s App Store in Nigeria. 
Johnson and the team have worked closely with 
Burna’s to amplify his streaming presence through 
playlisting and editorial projects — like a Trap 
Symphony performance with a string, piano and 
percussion ensemble and a “Burna Comics” pop-
up in Brooklyn to promote Twice as Tall. Backstage 
at the Hollywood Bowl last fall, Johnson presented 
Burna with a plaque celebrating his 300 million-
plus streams on Audiomack, where Johnson says 
he is “one of the biggest global artists.” (He’s now 
up to over half a billion streams.)

It was 2017 when Matthew “Baus” Adesuyan — 
the Nigerian American co-founder of Atlantic 
Records imprint Bad Habit — heard Burna on a 
PartyNextDoor playlist and became determined to 
sign him and bring his music to a wider audience. 
The same year, Burna had signed to Warner Music 
International for territories outside Africa. “What 
we could definitely do was run our own business in 
Africa, so we took that out of every deal we made,” 
Bose says, “so that we could control that side of 
the narrative.” Adesuyan, who acts as Burna’s 
main A&R representative, now describes Bad 
Habit as “the center” of a 50/50 joint venture: The 
imprint handles all aspects of the album creation 
process for Burna while Atlantic and Warner act as 
global marketing partners.

As his profile continues to expand far beyond the 
continent, Burna has recorded with artists outside 
the Afrobeats world — like Ed Sheeran on the 
Stormzy-assisted “Own It,” his first U.K. No. 1, and 
Justin Bieber, whose Justice: Triple Chucks Deluxe 
he’s featured on (and for which he therefore also 
received a 2022 Grammy album of the year 
nomination). Source: Billboard.com

Garden was announced in December, Duke 
Concept launched a joint venture with Live Nation, 
expanding upon a relationship that began in 2018, 
when Burna himself approached the company 
about a tour deal. He insisted on bringing Ugeh 
along; subsequently, UTA’s Christian Bernhardt, 
Burna’s touring agent, introduced Ugeh to Live 
Nation’s director of touring, Andy Messersmith.

Selling out the Garden was one kind of history; 
opening the door for other African artists to do so 
could be another huge staircase to climb. But 
Burna is used to it, and no one’s more confident in 
his abilities than he is. “It’s like I’m better at 
[performing] than making music. And that says a 
lot because I’m really good at making music,” he 
says with a loud laugh, the gems on his teeth 
sparkling. “You see how with Christ, there’s B.C. 
and A.D.? I feel like that’s how it is for me with 
performing. There’s going to be a ‘Before Burna 
Came’ and ‘After Burna’s Death’ time period in the 
performing arts world. That’s my legacy.”

Benson Idonije, Burna’s maternal grandfather 
and one of Nigeria’s most widely respected music 
critics, was the first band manager for Afrobeat 
pioneer Fela Kuti. Growing up, Bose witnessed her 
father’s relationship with Kuti, the first artist to 
combine American jazz and funk, Ghanaian 
highlife and Yoruba chanting and drumming with 
unabashedly political lyrics addressing the reality 
of life in his home country.

“The one thing that stuck out to me was, here 
was this man with so much talent, but he didn’t 
have a clue about how to manage his business,” 
Bose recalls. “When things weren’t working, the 
band members didn’t go to [Kuti], they came to 
my dad.” Long after he stopped managing Kuti, 
she recalls, the singer would still call Idonije to 
play him new music or for help if he was in trouble. 
“It was clear to me that a manager plays a big role 
in an artist’s life,” Bose continues. “And it was also 
clear to me that a manager has to be someone that 
the artist respects.”

Bose, known to her son’s fans as “Mama Burna,” 
has managed Burna since “before he gave himself 
a stage name” and in 2015 co-founded a label, 
Spaceship Entertainment, with him. (Her 
daughter Nissi — a musician and animation artist 
she also manages — is signed to it.) Launched as a 
one-stop shop for Burna, she expanded the label 
to its current incarnation as Spaceship Collective, 
a home for both artists and producers that 
recently added a publishing division.

For Bose, launching the company was not only 
about ownership of Burna’s business, but of his 
inherently African personal narrative, too. “I 
strongly believe that African music is born out of 
our everyday life — our woes, our tears, our joys, 

Continued from page 16

Burna Boy: Taking 
Afro-fusion to next level

Billboard music awards 2022
Jack Harlow

Jack Harlow at the 2022 Billboard Music Awards held at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena on May 15th, 2022 in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Becky G

Becky G attends the 2022 Billboard Music Awards at MGM Grand 
Garden Arena on May 15, 2022 in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Ty Dolla $ign

Ty Dolla $ign at the 2022 Billboard Music Awards held at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena on May 15th, 2022 in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Diddy

Diddy at the 2022 Billboard Music Awards held at the MGM Grand 
Garden Arena on May 15th, 2022 in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Mary J. Blige

Mary J. Blige at the 2022 Billboard Music Awards held at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena on May 15th, 2022 in Las Vegas, Nevada.
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I, formerly known as, NWANKWO 
PRECIOUS EZINNE , now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
KENECHUKWU PRECIOUS 
EZINNE. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

I, formerly known as TALATU 

INUWA JADO now wish to be 

known and addressed as MRS. 

TALATU BULUS BABUJAYI. All 

former documents remain valid.  

All concerned authorities and the 

general public to please take 

note.

I, formerly known as       WUYE 
LADI AUDU, now wish to be 
known and addressed as LADI 
EMMANUEL ATTAH. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s        
DANLADI WUYEP SONLE, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as DANLADI WUYEP. correct 
date of birth is 25/1/1987 not 
6/5/1980. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

KENECHUKWU

LADI

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
ISTIFANUS PONNAN, now 
wish to be known and 
add res sed  a s  DOKCHI  
P O N N A N .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take 
note.

I, formerly known as MUTLE 

JENNIFER NANRET, now wish 

to be known and addressed as 

MUTLE JENNIFER DABI,  All 

former documents remain valid.  

All concerned authorities and 

the general public please take 

note.

I, formerly known as CHRISTY 
V FELIX, now wish to be known 
a n d  a d d r e s s e d  a s  
DACHOLLOM CHRISTY 
V E R R A T .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take 
note.

DOKCHI

MUTLE

DACHOLLOM

I, formerly known as ASHIA 
AUDU, now wish to be known 
and addressed as JULIET 
DAVOU ASHIA. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as FLORENCE 

PETER, now wish to be known 

and addressed as  LABI 

MAFENG PETER.  All former 

documents remain valid. All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 

note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
AGBOGUNGBORO JULIANAH 
FUNMILAYO, now wish to be 
known  and  add ressed  as  
AGBOGUNGBORO JULIANA 
FUNMILAYO.  Al l  former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

JULIET

LABI

AGBOGUNGBORO

NICODEMUS

I, formerly known as MISS BITRUS 
ROSE CHOJI now wish to be 
known and addressed as MRS. 
DASLE ROSE ELIAS. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as NYARUM 
DAUDA MAGANI, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
N Y A R U M  F W A N G S H A K  
KYESDUHUN. Al l  former 
documents remain valid. Toro 
LGA, Bauchi state. All concerned 
authorities and the general 

public should please take note.

DASLE

NYARUM PLANGKAT

I, formerly known as IJEH 

EMMANUELLA OLOHIRERE, IJEH 

EMMANUELLA ATAGUMA, now 

wish to be known and addressed as 

IJEH EMMANUELLA OLOHIRERE 

ATAGUMA. All former documents 

remain val id. Al l  concerned 

authorities and the general public 

should please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
PANKWAT DACAR,  now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
PLANGKAT ELISHA GUKAS. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

IJEH

I, formerly known as MOSES 
BITRUS BOTSON, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
MOSES BITRUS BOT. All 
former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

I, formerly known as AYUBA 
LADI, now wish to be known 
and addressed as DANIEL 
LADI AYUBA. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

MOSES

DANIEL

DAKIYES

DANLADI   ONMONYA JOHN

I, formerly known as NANJIP 
PONMAN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
NANJIP LOHJUL RINDAP. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

NANJIP

JOHN

I, formerly known as AZI 
EMMANUEL ARIN, now wish to 
be known and addressed as AZI 
EMMANUEL KAZE.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

AZI

I, formerly known as CHOJI, 
NANCY NGUNAN, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
RICHARD, NANCY. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

RICHARD

I, formerly known as SUNDAY 
RAWANI JOSHUA, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
SUNDAY SALEH RAWANI.  All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ISHAKU 
SHENDAM, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
KUMLENG ISHAKU SHENDAM.  
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as MISS 
QUEENTINA IGOCHE, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as MRS. QUEENTINA IGOCHE 
PETER.  All former documents 
remain valid.All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I, formerly known as JUSTINA 
SAMUEL, now wish to be known 
and addressed as SAMUEL, 
JUSTINA MASHINGIL.  All 
former documents remain 
valid.All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as ABBA 
ALHAJI YUSUF, now wish to be 
known and addressed as ABBA 
YUSUF.  All former documents 
remain valid.All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I, formerly known as MONSURAT 
OLAYINKA MURTALA, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
M O N S U R A T  O L A Y I N K A  
AKINDELE .   A l l  f o rme r  
documents remain valid.All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as AIWAGBE 
JUNIOR OSAMUPIAMEN, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
a s  AIWAGBE DICKSON 
JUNIOR.  All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I, formerly known as SHUAIB 
ADAM UMAR, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
SHUAIB UMAR.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as STEPHEN 
JOSEPH PETER, now wish to be 
known and addressed as DASHE 
JOSEPH PETER.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as YUSUF 
MUFTAHUDEEN BADAMASI, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as MUFTAHUDEEN 
BADAMASI YUSUF. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as 
DUNG GODWILL, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
SUNDAY GYANG GODWILL. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

SUNDAY 

I, formerly known as 
SERAH , now wish to be known 
and addressed as JOB SARAH 
KABORI. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

JOB 

I, formerly known as BLSSING 
FOLAKE OWOLABI, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
BLESSING FOLAKE OKOYE. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
EMMANUEL CHRISTOPHER, 
now wish to be known and 
a d d r e s s e d  a s  Z A K A R I ,  
CHRISTOPHER EMMANUEL. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as JATAU 
SAM JENNIFER, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
JENNIFER NIRI JATAU. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

SUNDAYSUNDAY IGOCHE

KUMLENG

MUFTAHUDEEN SUNDAY

JOB

SHUAIB

ANGHAI

BLESSING

SAMUEL

AIWAGBE

JENNIFER 

SARAH

IBIDUN

DASHE

ANNA

I, formerly known as SARAH 
DATCIT SUNDAY, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
SARAH DATCIT DANIEL.  All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as IBIDUN 
TUNDE SEGUN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as IBIDUN 
TUNDE.  Correct date of birth is 
5/5/2001. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

I, formerly known as MICAH 
SUNDAY, now wish to be 
known and addressed as SULE 
MICAH SUNDAY. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as RINGLE 
M A R G A R E T ,  M A R G A R E T  
RICHARD RINGLE, RICHARD 
MARGARET, now wish to be 
known and  addressed  as  
RICHARD MARGARET RINGLE. 
All former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

SULE EMMANUEL

SAMUEL

I, formerly known as SAMUEL 
EMMANUEL now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
S A M U E L  E M M A N U E L  
IORNYAGH .  A l l  f o rmer  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

JUMMAI EPHRAIM

I, formerly known as JUMMAI 
GIMBA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
JUMMAI JOHN. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as EPHRAIM 
KATE OUDIRI, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
EPHRAIM KATE IBISI. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as SILAS 
HELEN MAGDALENE, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as ANGHAI HELEN ERNEST. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as MISS. ANNA 
E N I M I E N  A Y O T U N D E ,  
ANUOLUWAPO OVONLEN, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as MRS. ANNA ENIMIEN 
OKOSUN. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

ALICE

I, formerly known as PLANGNAN 
JOSEPH DILJAK, now wish to be 
known and  addressed  as  
CHRISTOPHER, PLANGNAN 
MARY.  All former documents 
remain valid. First Bank PLC. All  
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as JOHN SULE, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as JOHN SULE 
S Y L V A N U S .   A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. First 
Bank PLC. All  concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

I, formerly known as ABAYOMI 
AKINTUNDE JOHN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as JOHN 
THOMAS.  correct date of bbirth is 
26/5/2000. All former documents 
remain valid. First Bank PLC. All  
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as DAKIYES 
ELISHA FILIMON, now wish to be 
known and  addressed  as  
DAKIYES PHILEMON ELISHA.  
All former documents remain valid. 
All  concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ALICE 
AYUBA MATAWAL, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
ALICE SHANPEPE TERDOO.  
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

 CHRISTOPHER

JOHNVONCIR

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
EMMANUEL, MICHEAL,  now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as EMMANUEL, MICHAEL 
SAMBO. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I, formerly known as JOHN 
SHEDRACK, now wish to be 
known and addressed as JOHN 
SHEDRACH KERINA.A l l  
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as VONGCIR 
DOLE TIMZING, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
VONCIR DOLE TIMZING. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
OCHINYABO ANN ENE, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as ONMONYA ANN ENE. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as DUMFA 
DASLE, now wish to be known 
and addressed as DUMFA SALE 
DASHE. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

I, formerly known as NANKPAK 
NANKO, now wish to be known 
and addressed as NANKPAK 
TANKO. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

EMMANUEL

SUNDAY

I, formerly known as OLUSE 
DODO , now wish to be known 
and addressed as SUNDAY 
AUGUSTINE OLUSE. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

TALATU

DUMFA NANKPAK

BAU

I, formerly known as BAU DOKA 
CLEMENT, now wish to be 
known and addressed as BAU 
CLEMENT DOKA. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

FELICITY

I, formerly known as FELICITY 
DADAI, now wish to be known 
and addressed as FELICITY 
NITAN DABOER. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

DACHUNG

I, formerly known as LAMBA 
SELE DACHUNG, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
DACHUNG SELE LAMBA. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

RINGLE
I, formerly known as FEVOUR 
VENCHANG, now wish to be known 
and addressed as EMMANUEL 
NANSIK VENCHANG. Correct 
date of birth is 13/11/1989.  All 
former documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

ZAKARI MAHANAN

I, formerly known as JOYCE 
MAHANAN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
MAHANAN JOYCE BITRUS.  All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

ABBA MONSURA
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Consultant, Malaria in 
Emergency North East 
WHO Office Dr. Ini Abasi 
Nglass says the exercise 
had recorded tremendous 
success in 2021.

Dr. Abasi however noted 
t h a t  t h e  e x e r c i s e  
encountered some pockets 
of challenges like late 
arrival of materials to the 
end users and lack of a clear 
understanding of the 
process by some health 
personnel.

According to her, in order 
to avoid similar challenges, 

materials have been 
deployed early this year 
j u s t  a s  t h e  h e a l t h  
personne l  ge t  more  
training.

Dr. Abasi noted that the 
event will last for four days 
while a mop up exercise 
will be conducted to attend 
to those children that were 
not attended to during the 
exercise.

The North East WHO 
officer expressed the hope 
that this year exercise will 
attain 100 percent success 
which means all children 
targeted will be duly 

HE West Africa Youth TCouncil (WAYC), has 
appointed Tarzan Onimisi 
Saahibfatiu, the Founder of 
Tazan Onimisi Saahibfatiu 
Foundation as 'West Africa 
Youth, Ambassador’.

The gesture is in recognition 
of his giant strides in youth 
engagement, empowerment 
and humanitarian services in 
Nigeria.

The event which took place 
at his office in Okene was 
a t t e n d e d  b y  t h e  
representatives of WAYC, 
Mayorkings Agency Group, 
staff of the foundation, 
friends and well-wishers.

Speaking at the event, the 
President/Chairman of WAYC, 
Amb. Emmanuel William 
congratulated Amb. Tazan, 
noting that his achievements 
made the selection process 
easy for the Council.

He disclosed that the office 
of the Presidency, West 
African Youth Council also 
p resen ted  the  Ne l son  
Mandela Leadership Award Of 
Excellence and Integrity to 
Amb. Tazan Saahibfatiu 
Onimisi as ” ECOWAS Youth 
Ambassador.

This award from ECOWAS he 
stressed is an outstanding 
recognition due to his 
humanitarian services, his 
great effort as a young 
selfless leader of high repute 
w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n c e ,  a  
philanthropist, hardworking 

and goal-oriented individual 
with passion for youth and 
societal development.

In addition to his award and 
appointment, Amb. Tazan 
was also given a Certificate of 
Allocation for a Diplomatic 
Car Plate Number and a 
working Identity Card.

While advising youths 
across the country to be 
agent of peace promotion 
within their immediate 
communities, William urged 
the founder  o f  Tazan 
Foundation not to relent in his 
humanitarian impacts.

Similarly, in line with his 
international award, Amb. 
Tazan was equally recognized 
with an award as ” The 
Influential Kogities 2022 by 
Mayorkings Agency.

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  
President and Founder of 
Mayorkings Agency Group, 
Amb. Temisan Louis stressed 
that Tazan has become a 
household name due to his 
al l-round achievements 
across various sectors of 
society.

He added that his face was 
not known to the people, but 
his works through his 
Foundation are what qualified 

T has been stated that 
over one mi l l ion 
children between the I

ages of three months to five 
years are to get free 
malaria treatment this 
year.

Speaking at a one day 
sensitization workshop for 
media personnel, the 
Programme Manager,  
Benjamin Nashon disclosed 
that the feat will be 
implemented through a 
World Health Organization 
( W H O )  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
p r o g r a m m e  c a l l e d  
S e a s o n a l  M a l a r i a  
Chemoprevention (SMC).

According to Nashon, the 
programme will kickstart 

nd
on Thursday 2  June, 2022 
and expected to run till the 
end of October this year.

The programme manager 
pointed out that the reason 
f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  t h e  
programme during the 
rainy season is because it is 
the time when malaria is 
prevalent.

He urged the media 
practitioners to help in 
sensitizing the general 
public of the programme for 
optimum results.

Also speaking, National 

1,000,000 children get 
free malaria treatment

Water services corporation embarks 
on maintenance work

From  GYANG PAM, Yola.

WAYC appoints founder of Tarzan 
Foundation as  ambassador
From AMEDU 

JOSEPH, Lokoja

THE Managing Director, CEO of 
PFTN Nig. Ltd, and president 
E n e m o n a  F o u n d a t i o n ,  
Ambassador Gabriel Enemona 
Onoja has dragged Sahara 
Reporters, an online news 
publication outfit to court, 
demanding the sum of 
N100million for damages.

Briefing journalists on the 
action, Wednesday, in Lokoja 
shortly after filing statement of 
claims, Barrister Salifu Oguche 
Usman of Rise, Rise Adejo 
Andrew, Law Firm, said that 
Sahara reporters were being 
dragged to court for failing to 
r e t r a c t  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  
considered to be injurious to 
the personality of  Ambassador 
Gabriel Enemona Onoja and his 
business.

This was in spite of series of 
letters earlier written to them 
titled "Notice of Defamation 
and demand for retraction" 
dated 10th May, 2022 to the 
defendant.

He said in the publication 

Philanthropist drags Sahara Reporters to court
From 

AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

titled: 'Kogi Deputy Governor 
business partner defraud Mr. 
Olawole', was entirely false 
publication and injurious 
making his reputation and 
businesses to suffer collosal 
loss.

He said the publication by 
Sahara Reporters has defamed 
his character in the eyes of the 
pub l i c  a nd  n ega t i v e l y  
impacted on his businesses 
Onoja added that Sahara 
Reporters missed the point by 
mistaking his name to have a 
semblance with that of the 
Kogi State Deputy Governor, 
Chief David Onoja.

The Claimant avers that he 
had some disagreements with 
Mr Olawale Olaoluwole over 
some business down turns 
owing to multiplicity of factors 
wh i ch  resu l t ed  i n  the  
Company's inability to pay the 
agreed returns on investment 
for the month of February, 

which he communicated the 
reasons to Mr Olawale vial a 
letter dated 28th February, 
2022. A copy of same shall be 
relied upon during the hearing 
of this suit.

The Claimant further avers 
that after exchange of 
correspondence between him 
and Mr Olawale, rather than 
allow matters to be resolved 
amicably and in a civilized 
manner, he was arrested by 
men of the Nigeria Police 
Force, Lagos Command and 
shipped away to Lagos on no 
clear allegations.

That without justification 
whatsoever and proper 
understanding of the facts 
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  s à i d  
development, it went ahead to 
publish a very defamatory and 
damaging publication in her 
31st March, 2022 edition of 
SAHARA REPORTERS News 
titled 'Kogi Deputy Governor's 
Business Partner, Enemona 
Josh arrested by Police over 
#530 million debt.

That in the said publication, 
the Defendant alleged that the 
Claimant is a business partner 
of the Deputy Governor of Kogi 
State, Chief David Onoja and 
that he has rather continue a 
with the business of the 
Company and has ventured 
into humanitarian services on 
behalf and as a tool for the 
D e p u t y  G o v e r n o r  i n  
furtherance of his supposed 
gubernatorial ambition in 
2023.

T h a t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  
imputat ion of business 
relationship between the 
Claimant and the Deputy 
Governor which is out rightly 
unfounded had placed the 

Claimant in a very precarious 
situation as his business 
partners and associates 
including other acquintances 
are now weary of his integrity 
and doing business with him 
as they might have difficulties 
in bringing him to honor 
agreements. Further that 
mark the imputation also rob's 
t h e  E n e m o n a  J o s h  
Humanitarian Foundation, the 
credit and commendation for 
her humanitarian activities as 
same has been ascribed to the 
Depu t y  Gove rno r  and  
rationalized on the altar of his 
2023 gubernatorial ambition.

While noting that Sahara 
Reporters didn't do due 
diligence and verification 
before publishing its story, he 
explained that the Managing 
Director, CEO of PFTN Nig. Ltd, 
was at no time a front nor a 
business partner to him.

In a statement of claims filed 
at Lokoja High Court, Gabriel 
Onoja among others is 
seeking an order of the court 
mandating the Defendant to 
pay the sum of Five Million, 
Nine Hundred Thousand Naira 
(#5, 900, 000. 00) only being 
the investment sum paid to 
the Defendant by the Claimant 
on behalf of herself and 
members of her family and 
Faculty for a business venture 
floated by the Defendant 
which have completely failed.

An Order of this Honorable 
C o u r t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e  
Defendant to pay the sum of 
One Hundred Million  Naira 
(#1, 000, 000) being part of 
the return on investment due 
to the Claimant and members 
of her family and Faculty from 
the Defendant for the 
business venture as promised 
by the Defendant.

him for the award and 
recognition.

A m b .  T e m i s a n  
congratulated him and urged 
him to continue to do more 
for the society and not relent.

Earlier in his speech, the 
founder of Tazan Foundation, 
A m b .  Ta z a n  O n i m i s i  
Saahibfatiu while expressing 
his profound gratitude to God 
for the grace to impact life, 
thanked the two bodies for 
the recognition.

According to him, helping 
the needy has been part of 
him from childhood and a 
culture he learned from his 
parents, adding that he 
capitalised on the blessings 
from Allah to impact more 
heterogeneous people within 
and across the state.

He however promised to 
continue impacting the lives 
of the needy, while stressing 
that the appointment and 
awards are a morale booster 
for him and his staff to do 
more.

While dedicating the awards 
to his parents and staff of the 
Foundation, he encouraged 
youths who are well placed in 
the society to invest more in 
humanitarian services, to 
alleviate those in extreme 
poverty to a good healthy 
lifestyle.

HE Ag Managing Director Tof Jos Water Services 
Corporation, Mrs Stella T. 

Buge has disclosed that the 
corporation is to immediately 
embark on its yearly routine 
maintenance work on its 
facilities at the treatment 
plants, reservoirs, including 
the entire pipelines network 
in Jos and Bukuru Metropolis.

The Ag Managing Director 
made this known recentlyat 
t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  
headquarters in Jos.

According to Mrs Buge,the 
yearly maintenance work is 
being done to allow effective 
production and distribution of 
water to the public. This was 
disclosed in press statement 
issued by the management of 
the Jos Water Services 
Corporation, signed by the 
Public Relations Officer, and 
made available to the media. 

The statement also advised 

that, customers and the 

general public should utilise 

any water that will be 

released within the period 

wisely, because the period 

would witness irregular 

supply.
The Ag Managing Director 

mentioned areas to be 

affected by this exercise to 

include, Bukuru, Bukuru Low-

Cost,NyangoGyel,Zarmagan

da, Kufang,State Low-Cost, 

a n d  F e d e r a l  L o w -

Cost,Hwolshe andTudun 

Wada. Other places are 

G R A , K a b o n g ,  

Rayfield,Sha'aka, Abattoir, 

Rukuba Road and Alheri. 
The routine exercise, which 

is a yearly occurrence, 

commences Monday, June 6, 

and is to be completed on 

Sunday, June 12, 2022. By 

this, members of the public 

are being called upon to bear 

with the corporation, as 

management regrets any 

inconveniences this might 

cause the consumers and the 

general public.

By FWENJI GOAR

 Buge

Onoja

Nashon 
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HE Stallion Times 
Media Services has 
trained 40 practicing T

journalists in Kogi on disability 
reporting in the Media' to 
boost their efficiency in giving 
adequate publicity to the 
physically challenged within 
their areas of coverage.
The beneficiaries were drawn 
across the print, electronic 
and social media within Kogi 
state.

The One-day tra in ing 
workshop  has three main 
objectives to achieve which 
includes; to ensure that 
journalists were equipped 
with rudiments of reporting on  
persons with disability issues, 
to engage journalists to 
reporting issues in ways that 
highlights the concern of the 
physically challenged and to 
promote issues focussed on 
giving desired publicity to 
d i s a b i l i t y .
In his welcome address, the 
Project Coordinator of the 
programme, Isiyaku Ahmed, 
said that the target was aimed 
at giving equal opportunities 
to both the able bodied and 
the physically challenged 
citizens in media reportage.
"Disabled citizens need to be 
carried along in the scheme of 
things especially giving them 
the desired publicity as well as 
issues around them Ahmed 
e m p h a s i z e d .
The project coordinator, 

reminded the trainees on the 
need to make judicious 
opportunity to improve upon 
their standard of reporting 
d i s a b i l i t y  i s s u e s .
A consultant with Stallion 
Times Media Services who is 
also a resource person for the 
training, Anselm Okolo 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s o c i a l  
respons ib i l i ty  ro les  o f  
journalists as very sensitive 
a n d  t a s k i n g .
"What you do as journalist is 
sensitive and difficult and that 
is why the job is not meant for 
the lazy and the unintelligent. 
What you do is very important 
to the society. To succeed in 
journalism practice therefore, 
you must be hardworking and 
be ready to even do extra 
jobs" Okolo admonished.
In his goodwill message, the 

Chairman of the Kogi State 
Council of the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists, (NUJ), Adeiza 
Momoh -J imoh  t hanked  
Stallion Times Media Services 
for the opportunity of the 
training in critical area of 
r e p o r t i n g  d i s a b i l i t y .
He gave the assurance that 
the workshop would be useful 
for the beneficiaries to impact 
on the lives of the physically 
c h a l l e n g e d .
Participants were lectured on 
objectives and expectations in 
reporting disability social 
inclusion of persons with 
d isab i l i t ies  in  N iger ia:  
challenges and opportunities, 
disability laws in Nigeria: how 
effective? and the overview of 
disability issues in Nigeria

From 
AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

NGO trains 40 journalists
in Kogi 

HE Executive Vice TC h a i r m a n  ( E V C )   
Nigerian Communications 
Commission (NCC), Prof. 
Umar Danbatta has promised 
the new leadership of the West 
Africa Telecommunications 
R e g u l a t o r s  A s s e m b l y  
(WATRA) of the unflinching 
support of the commission 
towards advancing the socio-
economic agenda of the 
Assembly for the sub-region.

 Danbatta gave the pledge 
during a recent courtesy visit 
of the new executives of 
WATRA, led by its new 
Chairman, Sekou Oumar 
Barry of the Republic of 
Guinea. Barry came to vist 
Danbatta in company of the 
f i r s t  and second V ice  
Chairmen of the Assembly, 
representing Mali and Sierra 
Leone respectively; as well as 
the Executive Secretary of 
WATRA, Aliyu Aboki, among 
others.

 “In my capacity as the 
immediate past Chairman of 
WATRA, I  promise my 
commitment to always share 
ideas with the new leadership 
o f  W A T R A  t o w a r d s  
consolidating the successes so 
far recorded by WATRA under 
my leadership. I will give 
advice that will make you 
succeed as a friend and not 
the one that will undermine 
your authority,” Danbatta 
said, while welcoming the 
WATRA team in his office.

 Speaking further, the EVC 
urged the new WATRA 
chairman to ensure diligent 
implementation of the new 
Strategic Management Plan 

(SMP) 2022-2024 developed 
for WATRA. The EVC also 
emphasized that the strategic 
vision plan is expected to 
guide the activities of the 
Assembly over the next years.

 According to Danbatta, the 
past one year of his tenure as 
former chair of WATRA has 
been eventful with a lot 
measures put in place towards 
deploying the power of 
I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
Communications Technology 
(ICT) for advancing socio-
economic development of the 
sub-region.

 Danbatta acknowledged the 
important role WATRA has 
been playing in creating 
policy, legal and regulatory 
frameworks in the sub-region 
since the mid-1990s and 
commended the synergy 
among member states that 
has resulted in significant 
growth to the ICT ecosystem.

 “I would like to congratulate 
my dear brother, Sekou 
Oumar Barry, on your 
emergence as the new WATRA 
chairman and to express, in 
very c lear  terms,  our  
commitment as NCC and in 
my capacity as immediate 
past Chairman of WATRA to 
support your leadership to 
succeed in consolidating on 
existing achievements of the 
Assembly towards taking 
WATRA to a greater height,” 
he said.

 Reinforcing his delight, 
Danbatta said, “This is an 
action in the right direction 
because we cannot deny the 
fact that successes are 
needed and financial and 

human resources are crucial 
to achieving success in any 
organization and WATRA with 
16 member countries is not 
different. The expectation of 
our citizens is very high, 
especially in the area of ICT 
and we must strive to meet 
and surpass their yearnings.”

 He further tasked the new 
WATRA executives to roll their 
sleeves and deepen the work 
they had started towards 
achieving the mandate, vision 
and mission of the Assembly. 
“If we work together as a 
team, I believe we would 
make a lot of difference in a 
manner that will result in the 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
transformation of our sub-
region in order to improve the 
standard of living of our 
people as we have seen this 
done successfully in many 
countries. So, we can repeat 
the same feat here in Africa,” 
he said.

In his response, Barry, who 
thanked Danbatta for making 
giant strides during his one-
year tenure as Chairman of 
WATRA, assured of his 
readiness to work closely with 
member states and the EVC 
for valuable advice and 
guidance to collectively take 
WATRA to the next level over 
the next one year.

 He pointed out that his 
leadership will focus on four 
key areas of priorities. These, 
according to him, include 
ensuring that the SMP is 
finalized and fully becomes 
operational, ensuring that 
member fees contribution is 
revised upward so that WATRA 

will have adequate resources to 
run its operation, build its  
permanent structure, and 
ensuring that the regional 
roaming policy for the sub-
region becomes a reality.

 “We want to ensure that the 
plan you started is not going to 
stop. We understand that the 
time left for us is short. We 
know we cannot do everything 
and that is why we are going to 
be focusing on the four key 
priorities areas as itemized 
above so that at the end of the 
tenure we can say we have 
succeeded on those priorities,” 
Barry said.

 Danbatta handed over to 
Barry as the new WATRA 
Chairman during the 19th 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
of the Assembly which took 
place from March 29-31, 2022, 
in Conakry, Republic of Guinea. 
The Assembly currently has 16 

members  states including 
Togo ,  S i e r ra  L eone ,  
Senegal, Nigeria, Niger 
Republic, Mauritania, Mali, 
Guinea Bissau, Republic of 
Guinea, The Gambia, Cote 
d'Ivoire, Cape Verde, 
Burk ina  Faso,  Ben in  
Republ ic ,  Ghana and 
Liberia.

 WATRA, among other 
objectives, serves as a 
platform through which 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
regulators work together to 
broaden access to ICT 
services in the sub region. It 
also promotes the adoption 
of best global practices that 
stimulate investment in 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
infrastructure and services, 
deliver cheaper services to 
more citizens and connects 
people, societies and 
economies across West 
Africa and beyond.

From 
DORCAS PANKYES, Abuja

From DORCAS PANKYES, Abuja

HE Director General,(DG) TNational Institute for Policy 
and Strategic Studies,  

(NIPSS), Kuru, Professor Ayo 
Omotayo has commended the 
Nigerian Army (NA) for her 
support to the institute 
especially in areas of staffing 
and logistics. 

Professor Omotayo gave the 
commendation recently in 
Abuja during a courtesy call on 
the Chief of Army Staff, (COAS), 
Lieutenant General Faruk 
Ya h a ya  a  t  t h e  A r m y  
Headquarters Abuja.

 The DG stated that the NA has 
been dauntless in protecting 
lives and property of Nigerians 
in the face of security 
challenges bedeviling the 
nation. He noted that the NA 

has been forthcoming in 
providing logistics support 
to facilitate the operations 
of the institute.

 He lauded the NA on the
achievements so far 

recorded in the fight against 
terrorism and insurgency in 
the country, urging the 
troops not to relent until the 
adversaries are defeated.

 In his response, the COAS 
Lieutenant General Faruk 
Yahaya congratulated the 
DG on his appointment and 
appreciated the institute for 

q u a l i t a t i v e  h u m a n  
development of the Army's 
future leaders. 

Gen Yahaya assured that the 
NA will continue to support the 
institute to promote national 
development. The COAS 
donated a utility vehicle to the 
institution in appreciation of her 
contr ibution to capacity 
development of NA officers. 

Present at the visit were 
Principal Staff Officers of the 
Army Headquarters and 
Nigerian Army Resource Centre 
Management and Directing 
Staff of the institute, amongst 
others.

HE Nigerian Army (NA) 

has  debunked been T
notified of the insinuation 

making the rounds on social 

media alleging complicity of 

troops of the Nigerian Army in 

the kidnap incident of the 

Methodist Prelate in Abia State 

recently.  In a statement 

released to journalists in Abuja 

by Brigadier General Onyema 

Nwachukwu, Director Army 

Public Relations said, while the 

Nigerian Army  expresses 

concern and sympathy for the 

victim of this heinous crime and 

shares in his pains, the 

insinuation that troops are 

complicit in the kidnap incident 

is not entirely premised on any 

findings of investigations and 

therefore cannot be swallowed 

hook line and sinker.  This 
allegation therefore raises some 

pertinent questions which are 

still unanswered.
The statement said given the 

spate of insecurity in the region, 

the question would be, was the 

issue reported to the unit 

covering the area? Did the 

Methodist Church take the NA 

i n t o  c o n f i d e n c e  w h i l e  

negotiating the ransom with the 

k i d n appe r s ?  No  f o rma l  

complaint has been received by 

the unit. More worrisome is the 

fact that it was alleged that the 

ransom was paid in less than 24 

hours. Was the ransome paid to 

troops? These are questions 

that beg for answers. 
Moreso, the NA unit has not 

received any debrief from the 

Prelate or the Methodist Church.
It is therefore important to state 

that troops are deployed at 

Forward Operating Base,(FOB) 

Okigwe and in front of the Abia 

State University Uturu and no 

information was made available 

to them or to 14 Brigade or any 

other formation, except the 

information making the rounds 

in the social media.
It must be clarified that troops' 

deployment in the Nigerian 

Army is  not  done with 

considerations for ethnic 

affiliation, hence a deployment 

of troops of Fulani ethnic 

extraction who as alleged by the 

Prelate,  carried out the 

dastardly act is not our practice 

or modus operandi in the NA.
G i ven  ou r  p r o f e s s i o na l  

disposition and zero tolerance 

for any misconduct in the 

Nigerian Army , we will take this 

weighty allegation seriously and 

approach the Prelate and the 

Methodist church to unravel the 

basis for the allegation.

Isiguzor

NIPSS commends Nigeria
 Army for support

Army debunks allegations of complicity 
on clergy’s kidnap

Danbatta pledges support to WATRA

Danbatta

Yahaya





the judgment is commendable. 

Council areas must be allowed to 

determine how monies accruing 

to them from the Federation 

Account are expended.
''We are aware of the concerns 

that full financial autonomy for 

council areas could breed abuse 

and financial recklessness on the 

side of the executives at that 

level. That is why the nation has 

anti-graft agencies like the 

Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) and the 

Independent Corrupt practices 

Commission (ICPC), to fully 

monitor those entrusted with 

such funds.'' The publication 

opined.
SUNDAY STANDARD also 

gathered that the implication of 

the ruling is that the regular 

monthly meeting of Joint Account 

Allocation JAAC, in all the states 

may likely be terminated, while 

the role of the Ministry for Local 

Government and Chieftaincy 

affairs is also going to change 

focus.
However, there are insinuations 

which was conf i rmed by 

SUNDAY STANDARD source 

that the Governors who are 

already agitated by the ruling are 

likely going to appeal the case up 

to the Supreme Court in the 

coming days ahead.
But no matter the stand of the 

Nigerian Governors’ Forum 

(NGF), most commentators are 

of the view that the Forum is only 

buying time as most of the 

proponents of the anti- NFIU 

guidelines are already faced with 

the task of either seeking other 

''executive recklessness'' that 

should be stopped immediately.
 The practice of dissolution of 

Council officials have been a 

recurring decimal in almost all 

the states of the federation as 

every governor wants to assert 

authority as the Chief executive 

of the entire state but many 

observers point to the fact that 

the main interest is the appetite 

by the governors to control local 

government funds.
According to Barrister Edmond 

Jimoh, a Jos based legal 

practitioner in a chat with  

S U N D A Y  S T A N D A R D  ,  

described the running of Local 

Government Administration in 

the country as at variance with 

the 1999 constitution as 

[amended], ''This is another 

layer of Government known as, 

the third tier of government with 

well spelled out functions and 

responsibilities yet, it is absurd 

how governors have decided to 

hijack every aspect of it and place 

them way below the standard 

and status which they ought to 

be.
''It is even laughable that those 

that are in that system don't even 

know their own statutory rights 

because most of them are either 

cronies of the governors and felt 

they cannot contest any action or 

in action with their benefactor, or 

are simply not vast in Local 

Government Administration and 

how it is expected to be driven.
''This is the most important tier 

of governance because it is 

grassroot based which requires 

serious minded people with the 

r equ i s i t e  educa t i on  and  
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political offices or may be bowing 

out of the forum’s terrain 

especially as the 2023 general 

elections draw  near.
There is also the general feeling 

that the returning governors in 

their desperate bid to perpetuate 

their control of council areas 

have decided to handpick those 

who were said to be elected 

through the influence of those at 

the corridors of power always 

actualized by the use of State 

I n d e p e n d e n t  E l e c t o r a l  

Commission-SIEC, where such 

individuals emerged either as 

Council Chairmen or Councilors 

as leaders that are used like 

pencils in the hands of the 

governors.
Another vex issue which 

political pundits are making 

comments on is the way and 

manner some state governors 

h a v e  t u r n e d  t h e  l o c a l  

government administrations to 

glorified parastatals where they 

have refused to conduct 

elections. Instead, some have 

been running the councils with 

Sole Administrators or Caretaker 

Chairmen.
It would be recalled, in the 

j u d g m e n t  d e l i v e r e d  o n  

December 9, 2016, the Supreme 

court had voided laws enacted by 

States' Assembly that empower 

governors to sack elected Local 

Government Chairmen and 

councilors and replace them with 

h a n d p i c k e d  c r o n i e s  a s  

caretakers.
In a unanimous judgment five 

Justices of the Supreme Court 

described the sacking of elected 

Local Government officials as; 

e x p e r i e n c e  t o  r u n  i t .  

Unfortunately, it has become just 

like another avenue for people to 

secure employment or a ground 

for politicians to compensate the 

boys for their loyalty and use 

them as pipes to siphon public 

money at that level.''  Jimoh said.
Also in his opinion, Kefas 

Mandoh,  a  ret i red Loca l  

Government official in Plateau 

state said, ''For us as a people to 

get it right with the Local 

administration, the National 

Assembly must work out a 

t e m p l a t e  o n  h o w  L o c a l  

Government officials are going to 

be elected. The power of 

conducting local polls must be 

transferred to the Independent 

National Electoral Commission 

(INEC]) instead of the normal 

charade usually organized by the 

State Independent Electoral 

Commission (SIEC). Secondly, let 

the people decide the called of 

their representatives who would 

work for their own interest rather 

than that of an individual. Then 

we can talk about a system that 

can propel  progress and 

development.'' Mandoh added.
However, while there is the 

general consensus on allowing 

L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  t h e  

autonomy over their funds, there 

seems to be the public view that 

the recruitment into the council 

areas be rejigged and  there 

seems to be a lot of complicity 

between the workers union with 

the Nigerian Union of  Local 

Government Employees (NULGE) 

on the other hand and the States' 

Assembly who appear in most 

cases to be compromised on 

finding a way forward to enable 

the leadership of the councils 

function effectively as a third tier 

of Government.

Continued from page 10

We are aware of 
the concerns that 

full financial 
autonomy for 
Council areas 
could breed 
abuse and 
financial 

recklessness on 
the side of the 

executives at that 
level. That is why 

the nation has 
anti-graft 

agencies like the 
Economic and 

Financial Crimes 
Commission 

[EFCC] and the 
Independent 

Corrupt practices 
Commission 

[ICPC], to fully 
monitor those 
entrusted with 

such funds.'

Financial autonomy: Between LGs and Governors’ Forum
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METRO-FOCUSMETRO-FOCUS

F recent, the serene 
city of Jos has been Ow i t n e s s i n g  a n  

increase in criminal activities 
by the most unlikely people. 
A few weeks ago, a barbecue 
stand that is usually kept in 
the premises of Plateau 
Publishing Corporation 
(PPC), the publishers of THE 
NIGERIA STANDARD and 
SUNDAY STANDARD was 
carted away by someone 
who gained access to the 
property via a stream which 
runs outside the fence of its 
shopping complex.

In the place where the 
barbecue stand used to be 
was a sack containing used 
b o t t l e s  a n d  p l a s t i c  
containers of drinks meant 
for recycl ing. Nobody 
needed a soothsayer to say 
who the thief disguised as.

Sometime ago in Rantya, 
the activities of scavengers 
became suspect. They would 
appear at hours when they 
knew most of the residents 
had gone to their offices or 
business premises. They 
would be calling out “ 
maikwalabe” to test the 
water. All the while on the 
look out for easy prey, as it 
was later discovered by 
residents.

On a fateful Sunday 
morning, a resident of 
Rantya went out as usual 
with his family to go for 
service. On his way, he had 
to make a U-turn because he 
forgot something. To his 
surprise, as he unlocked the 
gate to his house, he saw the 
retreating figure of someone 
running for cover. He raised 
alarm and lo and behold, it 
was the pathetic looking 
scavenger that frequented 
their area that was trying to 
run away with his loot. He 
had gained entry into his 
house and stole everything 
he could carry. It took the 
grace of God to save him 
from being lynched. He was 
very glad to be handed over 
to the police.

Sometime last year, Mr 
Ibrahim of Rayfield, Shinco 
Road was alerted on a 
working day by the barking 
of his dogs around 11:00 am 
that something was out of 
order. He said then his fence 
was low. Suspecting that the 

petty thieves that usually 
steal items from unguarded 
houses may be around, he 
quietly went round his 
house. It was then that, he 
sighted a scavenger taking 
a leisurely stroll outside his 
house.

 The way the man acted 
when he saw him made him 
suspicious. “What is it? “ He 
a s ked  h im  and  t h e  
scavenger picked offence. 
He answered harshly, 
“What do you mean? “  The 
argument that ensued 
attracted the attention of 
his 2 adult sons and 
neighbours that were 
indoors. The scavenger was 
asked to empty the 
contents of his sack. He was 
ve ry  re l u c t an t  un t i l  

threatened that the police 
would be called. When he 
f inal ly did,  a lmost 
everyone saw one thing or 
the other belonging to 
them. Most of them had 
dogs and could not imagine 
how he tricked his way to 
their compound. The 
mistake they made was not 
handing him over to the 
police but booing him out 
of the area.

Another offence added to 
the s cavengers list is the 
fact that it has been 
observed that some of 
them act as informants to 
criminally minded people. 
Towards the end of last 
year,  a woman was 
kidnapped in Rayfield. 
Prior to the kidnap, some 

By YVONNE ISHOLA

Scavengers or thieves in disguise 

s cavenge r s  u sed  t o  
frequent their area. And a 
few times, they were seen 
on the hill opposite their 
house trying to have a good 
look  into their house. They 
thought it was just out of 
curiosity until the woman 
was kidnapped the same 
week.

Most people are of the 
view that these criminals 
disguised as scavengers 
are usually the ones that 
lead attacks to certain 
areas during ethnic or 
religious crises. It's been 
observed that in their 
roaming, they tend to 
familiarise themselves with 
t h e  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  
weaknesses of an area and 
the residents' status.

It is equally possible 
that even a legitimate 
scavenger can be lured 
into being an informant to 
make easy money. All it 
takes is to go around 
pretending to be picking 
rubbish around the said 
environment. A lot can be 
gathered by doing just 
that.

It behoves on everyone 
to be wary of strangers in 
o n e ' s  e nv i r o nmen t  
because the heart of man 
is desperately wicked. 
Secur i ty  operat ives  
should also direct their 
searchlights on such 
questionable characters. 
A lot could be nibbled in 
the bud by that simple 
act. 



SUNDAY STANDARD, June 5, 2022 Page 33

Governor Lalong (middle) SGS, Prof. Danladi Abok Atu, Speaker, PLHA, Rt. 
Hon. Yakubu Sanda, Deputy Governor, Prof. Sonni Gwanle Tyoden, ECWA 
President, Rev. Dr. Stephen Panya Baba, COCIN President, Rev. Dr. Amos 
Musa Mohzo and PFN State Chairman, Rev. Dr. Steven Dangana

Mr. John Naandoet, PA to the Governor (left) with DC Operations, Emma Ado 
Sunday Garba Biggs and others

CAN Plateau State Chairman, Rev. Fr. Polycarp Lubo with other Heads of 
Denominations on the Plateau during the special prayers

Hon. Ernest Da’a, Chairman of Qua’an Pan LGC (left) with his colleague of 
Jos South LGC, Hon. Gideon Dandereng

Christian faithfuls  at the Plateau Solemn Assembly

Apostle Chris Bature (left) with Rev. Taiwo Dina at the Plateau Solemn 
Assembly

A cross section of chairmen of local government council
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L - R: Rev. Mikang Gukam Tomkung, COCIN Protocol Officer, Barr. Caleb 
Mutfwang, PDP Governorship Aspirant and Pastor Usaini Gotan, Chapel 
Secretary, Government House Chapel

Plateau Solemn Assembly (PSA) a call to repentance and prayers held on June 1st, 2022 at the Rwang Pam Township Stadium, Jos with Plateau State 
Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong and others in attendance

PLATEAU HOLDS SOLEMN ASSEMBLY
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IRJI: the earth of which 
both mortar and tubali Bare made is called birji. It 

is dug out from the kududdufi. 
The borrow-pit carefully chosen 
by the builder since the birji 
varies considerably from town, 
and even from pit to pit. Before 
the decision is made, samples 
are taken from a depth of 
between one and two meters.

Timbe: The best timber used 
in the north is obtained from the 
trunk of the male palm tree, 
locally called deleb or giginya 
(barassus flabellifer). The 
outermost layer of the truck is 
extremely hard, in contrast to 
the softer centre. It is sliced into 
narrow rods length wise and 
radially towards the centre of the 
truck, which gives each piece its 
trapezoid cross section, about 10 
x 6 centimeters, occasionally 
more. The builder decides the 
length of the pieces according to 
his needs.

R e e d s  a n d  g r a s s e s :  
Cornstalks and reeds are 
commonly  used bu i ld ing 
materials. In recent years, they 
appear  most ly  in  minor  
buildings, especially outside 

thcities, but before the 19  century 
large town residences were also 
erected in this way.

The Masallaci Juma'a in Zaria 
was erected during the reign of 
Abdul Karim, who ended the 
centuries old Habe autonomy of 
Zazzau. The decision to build the 
mosque was made on the advice 
of Muhammed Bello, Sultan of 
Sokoto (1817-37) and with his 
moral and material support.

The building construction was 
assigned to the famous Sokoto 
master builder Mallam Mikhaila, 
who enjoyed the honourable title 
of Babban Gwani (supreme 
expert) and also Kakan Magina 
(grandfather of the Builders) 
Mikhaila arrived in Zaria with his 
children and grandchildren and 
was generously received by the 
Sarki, who gave him a hundred 
slaves as laborers. He also 
provided him with a ward near 
the city market place and that 
sire remained the family 
res idence unt i l  recent ly,  

retaining the name Babban Gwani 
ward while his slaves were settled 
in a ward, Unguwan baya south of 
the mosque. He designed and 
erected the whole masallaci 
complex with its wall. The main 
hall, the surrounding haraban 
masallaci with it wall, ginin haraba 
and the three gates on the North, 
West and South side (Kofar 
Masallacin Arewa, Yamma, da 
Kudu respectively). The Zaria 
Masallaci is considered as the most 
notable achievement of Nigerian 
ecclesiastic architecture.

Kano city wall
Tradition maintain that Kano was 

founded (at the end of the first 
millennium AD) by iron workers of 
the abagayawa tribe, descendants 
of the Gaya Smith, named Kano, 
and it seems certain that iron 
workers played a vital part in 
establishing the economic power 
of the city.

There is no doubt for instance, 
that the geographical position of 
Kano has much to do with the city's 
development.

The edifies were constructed to 
e d u c a t e ,  a p p r e c i a t e ,  
communicate, research and creat 
avenue for tourism which will be 
beneficial to both the state and the 
country in general. As good as the 
concept of the brain behind the 
establishment. The building were 
beautifully built and maintained 

over the years only recently the 
place is looking the shadow of what 
it originally look. The reason 
behind the present state is not lack 
of maintenance as people could 
think. This is largely due to the 
weather  and the c l imat ic  
conditions of the host environment 
that is different from where the 
building was originally from.

The measure reasons for building 
MOTNA is to serve as centre for 
research, inspiration to Nigeria 
students and to boost eco-tourism 
thereby exhibiting some great 
architectural achievement that 
was made in the past.

Average temperature in Jos
Jos has a geo-coordinate of 

0 latitude 8-10 N and longitude 7 – 
0 

11 E, it is bounded in the North by 
Bassa local government, to the 
East by Bauchi State and the South 
by Riyom and Barkin-Ladi local 
government areas. The climate of 
Jos, Plateau is dominantly 
influenced by its relatively high 
attitude and position along the 
Inter Tropical Convergence Zone 
(ITCZ) and has an average height 
of about 1250m above mean sea 
level. It has a mean minimum and 

0 maximum temperature of 16-26
C.

It is controlled by 2 wind system 
that affects the Nigerian climate, 
the moist south-westerly winds 
during the rainy season and the 

dry north easterlies during the dry 
season. The South-westerly 
easterlies are responsible for the 
dry season lasting from November 
to March.

Kano, where the original city wall 
is found is always hot with hot 
season lasting for 2-3 months, 
from March, 17 to May 26, with an 
average daily high temperature 

0Fabove 98 . The hottest month of 
the year in Kano is May, with an 

0Faverage high of 99  and low of 
0F75 . While the cool season last for 

1.7 months, from December 4 to 
January 28, with an average daily 

0Ftemperature below 89 . The 
coldest month of the year in Kano 
is January, with an average low of 

0F 0F54  and high of 87 .
Katsina is also one of the host 

community of the monuments is 
hot, with hot season lasting for 
2.5months, from March 20 to June 
3 with an average daily high 

0F
temperature above 98 . The 
hottest months of the year in 
Katsina is May, with an average 

0F 0Fhigh of 100  and low of 79 . The 
cool season last for 1.6 months, 
from December 11 to January 30, 
with an average daily high 

0Ftemperature below 87 . The 
coldest month of the year in 
Katsina is January, with an average 

0F 0Flow of 59  and high of 84 .
Similarly, Kaduna is also hot, with 

hot season lasting for 2.0 months 

from February 20 to April 22, with 
an average daily high temperature 

0Fabove 92 . The hottest month of 
the year in Kaduna is April, with an 

0Faverage high of 93  and low of 
0F71 .

The cool season last for 3.4 
months, from June 25 to October 6 
with an average daily high 

0Ftemperature below 84 . The 
coldest month of the year in 
Kaduna is December, with an 

0Faverage low of 56  and high of 
0F84 .

To this extent therefore, 
considering the differences in 
weather and climatic conditions 
that is totally different in nature, 
contributed seriously to the 
decaying and damaging nature of 
the monuments replica in Jos. Rain 
is liquid water in form of droplets 
that have condensed from 
atmospheric water vapour, it then 
becomes heavy enough to fall 
under gravity. Rain is a major 
component of the water cycle and 
is responsible for putting most of 
the fresh water on the earth. It 
provides suitable conditions for 
hydroelectric power plants, crop 
irrigation and many types of 
ecosystems as well as water for 
domestic purposes. Rainfall is a 
determinant factor of many 
natural occurrences; moisture 
consent of the soil is much affected 
by rainfall from time to time. One 
of the most important contrasts in 
rainfall is the multi-decadal 
persistence of abnormalities over 
middle or north central state 
particularly Jos, Plateau State. 
Hence, anthropogenic activities 
play a prominent feature in the 
drying of a region.

By and large: The management 
of the museum now under the able 
leadership of Prof. Isa Abba Tijani 
is doing everything possible to 
substitute the dilapidating MOTNA 
building through private public 
partnership with the view to 
bringing it to it last glory.

The writer is the curator, 
Museums of Nigeria Traditional 
Architecture (MOTNA)

Rahina Garba Haruna is a 
Curator, Museums of Nigeria 
Traditional Architecture.

The Museum of Traditional Nigerian Architecture (MOTNA) in Jos was established under the direct supervision of Professor Z. R. Dmochowski between 1965 
to 1972 as an open Air Museum, which is originally hosting forty-eight (48) monument and historical building replicas on 64 hectares of land cutting across 
Northern, Western and Eastern region and the Middle Belt. Materials that are used in the construction of the building includes: tubali the broken birji is 
wetted, spread and trampled by foot until it reaches the consistency of thick paste. It is left for a couple of days to dry and then wetted and trampled again 
before being formed into tubali. When the quantity of birji is inferior, it is mixed with grass (datsi) the colour of dusty straw. Datsi is used dry and is broken 
into small pieces by rubbing one buddle of it against another. Tubali were generally made in the vicinity of the building site and under the supervision of the 
master-builder. In Kano there was specialist who earned their living by producing tubali for sale. RAHINA GARBA HARUNA, writes.

S U N D A Y F E A T U R E

Effect of weather, climate on MOTNA project in Jos
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Change of Name
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I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s ,  
CHRISTOPHER GODGIFT  
TEIWAI , now wish to be known 
and addressed as CHRISTOPHER 
NINEH TEIWAI. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s ,  
ABDULSALAM MUHAMMED , 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as ABDUSSALAM 
MUHAMMAD. Correct date of birth 
is 7/3/1981. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s        
YOHANA DAVOU JACK, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as YOHANNA DAVOU JACK. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as       GOTUS 
NJINA WILLIAM, GOTUS 
W I L L I A M  a n d  G O T U S  
WUBATDA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as GOTUS 
WILLIAM WUBATDA.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s       
G O O D W I L L  K Y E N S H A K  
SAMSON, now wish to be known 
and addressed as GOODWILL 
KYENSHAK DANAT.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as      MISS 
STEPHANIE FATMUNA ANGA, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as MRS. STEPHANIE 
ANGA AKOR.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as      SALISU 
MUHAMMED and MUHAMMAD 
SALISU, now wish to be known 
and addressed as MUHAMMED 
SALISU ISMA’IL.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

CHRISTOPHER

YOHANNA

I, formerly known as MISS 
PETER PAMELA GOPUK, now 
wish to be known and 
addressed as MRS. PAMELA 
EMMANUEL  PEWAR. All 
former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public please 
take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
TAMWAKAT JONATHAN, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as TAMWAKAT SAMSON 
MAREN. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public please take note.

I, formerly known as HOSEA 
LYDIA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as AGAGAK 
LYDIA MARTINA. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take 
note.

I, formerly known as JOSIAH 
NANRIBET TUKDEN, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
TOKDEN NANRIBET JOSIAH. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public please 
take note.

I, formerly known as STEPHEN 
ANNA UKANWA, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
A N N  U K A N W A  
ENWEREMADU. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as SANI 
MUHAMMAD KHADIJAT, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
a s  S A N I  K H A D I J A  
MUHAMMAD. Al l  former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as ANGELA 
MONDAY, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
ANGELA KESUWO MONDAY. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public please 
take note.

PAMELA

TAMWAKAT

ANGELA

I, formerly known as AZI 
YAKUBU, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
YAKUBU ITSE AZI. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as MUSA 
SHEHU JABIR, now wish to be 
known and addressed as IDRIS 
SHEHU ALIYU.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

YAKUBU

IDRIS

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
AMEACHI CLEMENT RUTH 
NKIRU, now wish to be known 
and addressed as AMAECHI 
RUTH NKIRU. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

AMAECHI

TOKDEN ANN

I, formerly known as ILIYA 

GWAP, now wish to be known 

and addressed as MBANG 

ILIYA GWAP. All former 

documents remain valid. All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public should please 

take note.

MBANG

I, formerly known as FWANBE 
BITRUS, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
T U N G K U N  F W A N B E  
B I T R U S .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

TUNGKUN

SANIAGAGAK

INUSA

GOTUS   GOODWILL YAKUBU

I, formerly known as YUSUFU 
ABUBAKAR, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
Y U S U F  A B U B A K A R  
S U L E M A N .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

YUSUF

MUHAMMAD

I, formerly known as AUDU 
MUSA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as ZHI AUDU.  
All former documents remain 
va l id .   A l l  concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

ZHI

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
YANGJONG DINCI, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
YANJONG DINCI. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

YANJONG

MOHAMMED

I, formerly known as ONYEKACHI 
OLUCHI, now wish to be known 
and addressed as ONYEABOR 
OLUCHI CHRISTIAN.  All former 
documents remain valid. First 
Bank PLC. All  concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

I, formerly known as SALIHU 
RUKAYATU, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
YAKUBU RUKAIYATU.  All 
former documents remain valid. 
All  concerned authorities and 
the general public should please 
take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
MOHAMMAD KASIMU, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as MUHAMMAD KHASIMU.  All 
former documents remain valid. 
All  concerned authorities and 
the general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as GOYANG 
INUSA LAGWIM, now wish to be 
known and addressed as INUSA 
GOSEP.  All former documents 
remain valid. All  concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
MOHAMMED ALHAJI BALA, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as MOHAMMED 
BALA USMAN.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 
note.

 ONYEABOR

SALEABUBAKAR

I, formerly known as ABIGAIL 
AGUN AGUN,  now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
AMABU ABIGAIL AGUN. All 
former documents remain 
va l i d .   A l l  c on ce rned  
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

AMABU

ABDUSSALAM 

STEPHANIE MUHAMMAED

MASOK

I, formerly known as MISS 
MAREN RAHILA MASOK, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as MRS MASOK RAHILA 
JIMIM. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

AZI

I, formerly known as AJIJI 
GABRIEL ARIN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as AZI 
ARIN AJIJI. Correct date of 
birth is 1979 not 1977. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

ADITIK LONGS
I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
BLESSING ABUBAKAR, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
a s  A D I T I K  A N G Y A  
ABUBAKAR.  A l l  f o rmer  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as PATRICK 
ROMANUS DAMTAP LONGS, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed  as  DAMTAP 
ROMANUS PATRICK. All 
former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
ABUBAKAR BUKAR, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
ABUBAKAR SALE. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as SALE 
BUKAR, now wish to be known 
and addressed as SALE 
ABUBAKAR .  A l l  f o rmer  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

SPACE FOR SALE SPACE FOR SALE

he Senatorial flag 
bearer of the People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) T

in the Nasarawa South 
Senator ial  Zone, Hon. 
Mohammed Ogoshi Onawo 
has expressed his gratitude 
to the delegates of the party 
for giving him the mandate to 
fly the party's ticket in the 
election come 2023. 

Speaking with newsmen in 
Keffi during the week, Hon 
Ogoshi Onawo described the 
g e s t u r e  a s  h i g h l y  
encouraging and assures 
that the final victory is on his 
side especially given their 
commitments towards his 
emergence. 

Onawo who is a one time 
Speaker of the Nasarawa 
State's House of Assembly 
and a former member of the 
House of Representatives 
assured that he would if 
elected, strive to bring forth 

his wealth of experience to 
b e a r  I n  g i v i n g  h i s  
const i tuents  a  resu l t  
oriented representation that 
would yield unto them the 
dividends of democracy 
t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  
developmental projects and 
programmes. 

The Senatorial hopeful who 
i s  a l s o  t h e  d e p u t y  
gubernatorial candidate of 
the party in the 2019 
election also disclosed that 
plans are under way for him 
and the party to embark on 
campaigns with a view to 
ensure victory for the party 
assuring that the campaign 
activities is going to be 
peaceful and persuasive so 
as to win the support and 
confidence of the people. 

Onawo then solicited for 
the general support of the 
people in the senatorial zone 
to enable him win especially 

that he has all the necessary 
qualities and competences.

He further assured that 
y o u t h  a n d  w o m e n  
development, provision of 
basic infrastructure, social 
amenities, job creation 
establishment of institutions 
that would impact positively 
on the lives of the people 
would be his major focus 
when the mandate is given to 
him to be at the Senate. 

“ You ths  and  women  
development, provision of 
basic infrastructure and 
amenities, job creation 
among others would be my 
major focus especially that 
they are capable of impacting 
on the lives of my people 
positively. As such they 
would be pursued vigorously 
f rom the  appropr i a te  
quarters” he assured. 

To the party officials and 
major stakeholders, the 
S e n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e  
appreciated them for their 

Stories from MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, KEFFI

 former member of the ANasarawa State House of 
Assembly, Hon Babawi Bulus 
Chetubo has emerged as the 
flag bearer of the People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) in the 
fo r th  coming  House  o f  
Representatives election for 
Karu, Keffi and Kokona Federal 
Constituency come 2023. 

In the primary election  
conducted at the Lion-gate 
Hotel Keffi during the week, Hon 
Babawi Bulus scored a total 
number of 72 votes to beat his 
co-contestant Mr. Danlami 
Awaje who scored 32 votes. 

The exercise which was 
conducted in a peaceful and 
orderly manner saw the 
Returning Officer of the election 
declaring Hon. Babawi as the 
winner. 

Speaking with newsmen after 
the declaration of the result, 
Hon Cheubo described the 
outcome of the result as quite 
encouraging and assuring 
towards winning the main 
election come 2023. 

He then expressed his 

gratitude to his co-contestant 
for accepting the outcome of 
the election in good faith and in 
the spirit of sportmanship by 
congratulating him, a situation 
he described as heartwarming 

The House of Representatives 
hopeful further expressed his 
happiness with the remarkable 
contributions of the party's 
delegates, stakeholders and 
his teeming supporters whom 
he said stood by him firmly 
during the rains and sunshine 
to ensure that he emerge 
victorious at the end of the day.

Chetubo then appealed to 
them to re-double their effort 
towards ensuring that he 
emerges successful at the end 
of the day, assuring that his 
victory would be directed 
towards serving the people in 
return as a mark of justifying 
the confidence reposed on him. 

He therefore assured that if 
elected to the House of 
Representative, he would 
make the best use of his 
mandate to pursue a peoples 
oriented activities saying that 
the wishes and aspiration of 
the people would continue to 
be his guiding light. 

PDP’s Senatorial flag bearer 
appreciates delegates

Former lawmaker becomes
 house of |reps flag bearer

efforts toward ensuring that 
the exercise was conducted 
peacefully and in a credible 
manner an indication that is 
showing that the ends 
would justify the means at 
the end of the day.  

“The peaceful and credible 
manner, in which the 
pr imary elect ion was 
conducted give the hope 
that the PDP is working 
towards victory at the end 
of the day in order to restore 
its lost glories and that is for 
the betterment of people of 
not only  Nasarawa State 
but for Nigeria as a whole”, 
he asserted 

He then appealed to the 
electoral umpire  the 
Independent Nat ional  
E lectora l  Commiss ion 
(INEC) to always ensure 
that it is guided with equity, 
fairness and justice to all 
the contestants with a view 
to make the exercise a 
credible and accepted one 
not only here but even in 
the outside world especially 
that Nigeria is priding itself 
as a democratic nation.
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ARIM Benzema seems to be 
the overwhelming favourite 
to win the Ballon d'Or after K

Real Madrid's Champions League 
victory - so is this the French 
veteran's finest hour?

BBC SPORT revealed that, the 
34-year-old, who scored 44 goals 
in 46 games this season, would 
become the second-oldest player 
to win it after Blackpool's Stanley 
Matthews, who was 41 when he 
won the first ever award in 1956.

Goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois was 
man of the match in Paris and 
Vinicius Jr scored the only goal in 
the 1-0 win over Liverpool. It was a 
rare quiet night for Benzema - who 
had a goal disallowed for offside - 
in a brilliant season.

"Of course," Benzema told Canal 
Plus if he was thinking about the 
Ballon d'Or - the prize organised by 
France Football which is awarded 
annually to the world's best 
footballer.

"Now I will join up with the 
national team but I don't think I 
can do much more with my club. 
We will see what happens, but in 
any case I am proud of what I have 
done."

He added: "Let's see what 
happens. I have trophies and I 
have nothing else [to prove] on the 
pitch. The important thing is to 
enjoy it."

France legend Thierry Henry, 
speaking on American television, 
said: "I just want to say something 
to France Football or whoever is 
watching - close the votes. 
Benzema won it. Bye."

So how good has Benzema been, 
who usually wins the Ballon d'Or 
and what would this mean?

There is one quite simple 
argument for Benzema to win the 
2022 Ballon d'Or on 17 October - 
he has been the star player for the 
best team in Europe.

Real Madrid won La Liga and the 
Champions League - and Benzema 
won the Golden Boot in both.

He scored 27 league goals, nine 
clear of anyone else, and 15 
Champions League goals - one 
every 74 minutes.

Should Benzema win Ballon d'Or?

Benzema was a clutch player too, 
with 10 of those 15 goals coming in 
the knockout stages alone - a joint 
record in a season.

He netted a hat-trick at home 
against Paris St-Germain and 
another at Chelsea in the next 
round - plus the winner against 
Manchester City in the semis.

"The argument is over for the 
Ba l lon d 'Or,"  sa id  former  
Manchester United defender Rio 
Ferdinand on BT Sport. "If 
Benzema doesn't get it, that will be 
a travesty."

Real Madrid boss Carlo Ancelotti 
said: "We are dependent on 
Benzema. Karim is a modern 
forward and [does] what is 
required of strikers - everything, 
including defensive work. 

"He is the perfect representation 
of what a centre-forward should be 
in today's football."

Benzema's two top-scorer 

trophies this season were his first 
since the 2007-08 Ligue 1 Golden 
Boot, when he scored 20 goals for 
champions Lyon as a 20-year-old.

He has experienced a huge career 
revival since Cristiano Ronaldo's 
departure from Real in 2018. 
Benzema's role in that team was 
largely to help Ronaldo score, but 
he has come into his own since 
Ronaldo left for Juventus, 
becoming the star forward himself.

In Ronaldo's final two seasons at 
Real, Benzema scored 11 and five 
La Liga goals respectively. In the 
following four years he has 
averaged 23 league goals a season, 
on Saturday won his fifth 
Champions League, and after a six-
year exile from the France team he 
returned last year to score nine 
goals in 13 games for Les Bleus.

However, it has all come amid the 
backdrop of a scandal which 
stunned the football community in 

France.
In November 2021, Benzema was 

found guilty of conspiring to 
blackmail former France team-
mate Mathieu Valbuena with a sex 
tape.

A judge gave Benzema a one-
year suspended jail term and 
ordered him to pay a fine of 75,000 
euros (£63,000).

Before Saturday's game people 
speculated the winner of the 
Champions League final could 
decide the winner of the Ballon 
d'Or.

Liverpool's Sadio Mane won the 
Africa Cup of Nations with Senegal 
- and Mohamed Salah won a third 
Premier League Golden Boot.

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp 
was asked before the match if the 
winner of the final could scoop the 
individual trophy.

"When you think about how these 
type of competitions are decided 

the answer is probably yes," he 
said.

"You are either Cristiano Ronaldo, 
Lionel Messi or you won the 
Champions League final. That is 
the way it goes. That's how it was 
in the last few years. It will 
increase the chances definitely."

Klopp is not wrong. You have to 
go back to 2006 and World Cup 
winner Fabio Cannavaro for the last 
time the Ballon d'Or was awarded 
to someone other than Messi, 
Ronaldo or a Champions League 
winner.

Admittedly Kaka in 2007, and 
Luka Modric in 2018, were the only 
players apart from the big two to 
win in that time. 

It was widely believed Robert 
Lewandowski, who won the 2019-
20 treble with Bayern Munich, 
would have won in 2020 but the 
award was cancelled because of 
Covid.

Benzema has been nominated 
several times - and will certainly be 
on the shortlist announced on 12 
August - but he has never finished 
in the top three.

He would become the first 
Frenchman since Zinedine Zidane - 
Benzema's former manager at Real 
Madrid - in 1998 to win.

BBC Sport went to Benzema's 
hometown of Bron in Lyon before 
the game to talk to some of his 
childhood friends.

Farouk said Benzema, whose 
parents are both Algerian, gives 
"hope for the youth" for people 
who share his background.

"Now everyone thinks they can 
make it as footballer, or at least 
make their dreams come true," he 
said.

"In Bron we support Real Madrid 
100%, we watch all the matches. 
When Real Madrid are playing 
everyone is watching.

"When he can come to Lyon or 
Bron he'll visit and play a five-a-
side with us older guys, and when 
the kids see him, he'll stop and 
speak to them.

"I would say that he has inspired 
m a n y  i n  T e r r a i l l o n  [ a  
neighbourhood in Bron].

"We're proud of him. We have one 
dream here - and that is that he 
wins the Ballon d'Or and we wish 

Benzema

Vinicious and Benzema 
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OACH Bala Nikiu of 
Nasarawa United 
Football Club of Lafia C

has emphase that Plateau 
State and Nassarawa are 
one, which enables them to 
play their home matches 
comfortably at the Jos 
International Stadium.

He disclosed this to sports 
Journalists during the post-
match interview after his 
boys beat visiting Abia 
Warriors 2-1 in the Nigeria 
Professional Football League 
(NPFL) mid-week game, 
p l a y e d  a t  t h e  J o s  
International Stadium.

The Technical Adviser 
maintained that, they were 
given birth out of Plateau 
State. 

“Well, like I said earlier, 
Nasarawa and Plateau are 
one, 

if you born a child and it 
happen you built a house for 
him, it doesn't mean you 
disowned him. So, Nasarawa 
is still part of Plateau and we 
are really feeling at home,” 
he said.

“Today's encounter with 
Abia Warries was a good one, 
because at this crucial 
moment of the league every 

team have to breast up, 
because losing any game 
could lead to a problem. If 
you observed the point's 
gap between the teams are 
not much, so I think it was 
a good game. They are 
directly behind us and I am 
sure they came to pick a 
point, but we thank God we 
came out successful.

Nikiu stressed that at the 
beginning of the league 
they had a target, but their 
target now is to remtain in 
the league.

“In the beginning, we had 
a target but along the line 
it slipped off. Now our 
target is to retain a 
position in the premiership 
to enable us prepare well 

next season, “said.
A l s o ,  I m a m a   

Amapakabo, the Technical 
Adviser of Abia Warriors 
s a i d  t h a t  h i s  b oy s  
conceded a cheap goal in 
the first half as a result of 
pressure intensified by the 
homers.

“ E ve r y  l o s s  c o u n t  
seriously in the league at 
this crucial time. We loss 
two consecutive games 
now, so we need to go back 
home and put ourselves for 
the game coming up this 
weeken.

Meanwhi le ,  P la teau 
United Football Club of Jos 
have suffered a 2-0 loss 
a g a i n s t  t h e  l e a g u e  
toppers, Rivers United but 
maintain their second 

By ANDRE D BISYIT

ADIO Mane would be 
jo in ing the wrong S

Bundesliga team if he signs 
w i t h  B a y e r n  M u n i c h ,  
according to Karim Adeyemi.

Goal said that, the Senegal 
star is being linked with a 
move  t o  t he  Ge rman  
champions.

The 30-year-old has decided 
he wants to leave Liverpool 
this summer and is being 
heavily linked with a move to 
the Bavarian club.

Adeyemi is also on the move 
ahead of next season, as he 
has sealed a €38 million 
(£32.5m/$40m) move to 
Bayern's Bundesliga rivals 
Borussia Dortmund from Red 
Bull Salzburg.

Asked about the prospect of 
Senegal winger Mane moving 
to the German top-flight, 
Adeyemi told reporters: "It 
would be great for the 
Bundesliga if he played there. 
That  wou ld  make the 
Bundes l iga even more 
attractive - but, just with the 
wrong club!

"You can see what he's 
added over the years.

"Mane is an incredible 
player. He has developed 
brutally. He is one of the best 
wingers."

GOAL reported on Sunday 
that there has been no official 
offer from Bayern for Mane.

The Bundesliga champions 
would have to pay over €30m 
(£25m/$32m) to convince 
Liverpool to let him leave this 
year.

Mane, just like fellow 

Liverpool attackers Mohamed 
Salah and Roberto Firmino, is 
entering the last year of his 
contract with the club, and 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  o v e r  a n  
extension have been on hold 
for some time.

Mane made 51 appearances 
for Liverpool as they finished 
runners-up in the Premier 
League and Champions 
League, while they won the FA 
Cup and Carabao Cup.

Bayern Munich, wrong club 
for Mane - Adeyemi 

Nikiu
Munich

UPER Eagles coach Jose 
Peseiro has stated that S

despite their 1-0 loss to 
Ecuador, Nigeria put up a 
better performance than the 
previous game against 
Mexico, which they lost 2-1.

Newsnow said that, the 
Super Eagles locked horns 
with Ecuador in their second 
g a m e  u n d e r  P e s e i r o .  
However, the result did not go 
as expected, as an early goal 
from Pervis Estupinan was 
enough to do the damage for 
La Tri.

Nigeria created many 
chances and recorded five 
accurate shots, but none beat 
the 34-year-old Ecuadorian 
keeper Alexander Dominguez.

Following the loss, Super 
Eagles tactician Peseiro 

believes that there was a rise 
in performance levels, and he 
believes that if the team gets 
more time to train together, 
they will perform better.

 
“I think we played much 

better than Mexico,” Peseiro 
said at the presser after the 
game, as per Colin Udoh.

“Today I saw more pressure, 
w e  c r e a t e d  m o r e  
opportunities, we created 
some against Mexico, but 
today I saw more and some 
organization in how we 
played.

Peseiro gives verdict on Super
 Eagles' performance 

Peseiro

-Nikiu

o r m e r  N i g e r i a  
internat ional Henry 
Nwosu believes the F

Super Eagles are headed in the 
right direction under new coach 
Jose Peseiro despite suffering 
two international defeats 
against Mexico and Ecuador.

Goal said that, the 58-year-
old feels the Portuguese 
tactician needs more time to 
implement his own ideas into 
the Super Eagles squad.

On Friday, the Super Eagles 
went down 1-0 defeat against La 
Tri courtesy of a third-minute 
goal from Pervis Estupinan at 
Red Bull Arena to end their tour 
of the USA in disappointment.

The defeat came after they 

had lost 2-1 against El Tri at 
AT&T Stadium on May 29. The 
two matches mean the 62-
year-old Portuguese tactician 
has now suffered two straight 
d e f e a t s  s i n c e  h i s  
appointment to replace 
German Gernot Rohr as the 
new permanent coach on May 
16.

“The results of the two 
games the Super Eagles 
played against Mexico and 
Ecuador may not be too 
good,” the 58-year-old, who 
managed 60 caps for the 
Super Eagles and scored 
eight goals, said as quoted by 

.
“However, the performance 

Completesports

of the players showed the 
level of improvement in the 
team.

“I know results also matter a 
lot because Nigerians always 
want to win but then, we need 
to give him time to implement 
his own ideas into the team. 
Besides, he has done well by 
not just including the players 
in the NPFL but also using 
them in the two games.”

Meanwhile, Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF) president 
Amaju Pinnick believes they 
have achieved their objectives 
despite the Super Eagles 
losing in the two matches.

“I am happy and I can tell 
you that we fulfilled our 

objectives of restoring the 
spirit of the Super Eagles 
following the failure to qualify 
for the Fifa World Cup,” Pinnick 
said.

“We lost both games against 
Mexico and Ecuador narrowly 
but we were up for it and 
never finished on the back 
foot. The boys gave a good 
account of themselves in both 
games.

“Given the number of first-
team players that were not 
available, we have to praise 
the boys, who showed up here 
and gave their all. They have 
given us confidence going into 
the Africa Cup of Nations 

Nigeria defeats against Mexico, Ecuador 'not too good’
– Nwosu

E
 in the first 

half and should have caused 
them more problems.

Newsnow said that, in his 
answers to questions from 
journalists, he said the team 
should be proud of how it has 
understood what the coach, 
Jose Peseiro wants from the 
players.

“First of all I thought it was a 
good performance from the 
boys bearing in mind we've 
only been working with the 
coach for maybe five or six 
training sessions.

“It was an improvement 
from what we showed against 
Mexico especially in the first 
half. It was a strong Ecuador 
team. We gave them a good 
game and in my opinion, we 
deserved more in the end. 
One of the reasons we are 
playing these games is to 
understand what the coach 
wants and prepare for the 

kong said they showed 
the Ecuadorian team 

too much respect

game we have in Africa. We 
hope to correct our small 
mistakes by the time we play 
Sierra Leone next week.

“The start of the game was 
for Ecuador, they took the 
momentum of the early goal. 
Playing at home here felt like 
we were playing away. Good 
to see so many Ecuador and 

Nigerian fans.
“It was a good performance 

and I think we deserve a little 
bit more.”

Ekong said he's proud of the 
NPFL players who made their 
debuts and is thrilled by the 
future of the team.

We deserved more from Ecuador’s game 
– Troost-Ekon

Troost-EkonNwosu

We are at home in Jos
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H E  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Basketball Federation T(FIBA) has threatened to 

further sanct ion Niger ia 

fo l l ow ing  the  count ry ' s  

withdrawal from international 

basketball competitions.
Meanwhile, Nigeria has 

already been banned from the 

World Cup in Sydney, Australia 

and replaced the country's 

female basketbal l  team, 

D'Tigress with Mali.
Newsnow said that, the 

withdrawal, which took effect 

t h r ee  week s  ago ,  was  

announced by the Minister for 

Youth and Sports, Sunday Dare.
According to the government, 

the decision was taken to 

restore sport and resolve the 

crisis affecting it in the country. 

However, the move has been 

criticised by members of the 

public and basketball players, 

who have lamented the effect 

the withdrawal would have on 

their careers.
A letter addressed to factional 

Nigeria Basketball Federation 

president Musa Ahmadu-Kida, 

signed by Jaime Lamboy, Head 

of Legal, FIBA and dated May 

18, 2022, said Nigeria had 

breached Article 9.7 of FIBA's 

General Statutes.
The article states that 

“National member federations 

shall manage their affairs 

independently and with no 

influence from third parties.”
 Meanwhile, Article 10.2 of the 

FIBA Statutes gives the 

Secretary-General of FIBA 

Central Board the power to 

suspend a national member 

federation for breaching Article 

9.7.
 FIBA wrote on its website, 

“FIBA was informed about the 

decision of the President of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria to 

withdraw the Nigeria Basketball 

Federation (NBBF) from all 

i n te rna t iona l  baske tba l l  

competitions and activities for a 

period of two years.
 “ I n  s u b s e q u e n t  

communications with the NBBF, 

and despite FIBA's request, it 

has become clear that against 

the circumstances created by 

the government's decision, the 

NBBF is unable to confirm its 

participation in the FIBA 

Women's Basketball World Cup 

2022.
 “Given the multiple strict 

deadlines that cannot be 

postponed in order to ensure 

the successful staging of a 

major international event 

(visa procedures, schedules, 

t i c k e t  s a l e s ,  

accommodations, friendly 

games, preliminary rosters, 

flight tickets, accreditations, 

etc.) and to protect the 

integrity of the competition, 

t h e  F I B A  E x e c u t i v e  

Committee has decided as 

follows: Nigeria's withdrawal 

from the FIBA Women's 

Basketball World Cup 2022 is 

confirmed.”
 “Mali, as the next ranked 

team from Group B of the 

FIBA Women's Basketball 

World Cup 2022 Qualifying 

Tournament in Belgrade, is 

invited to participate in the 

FIBA Women's Basketball 

World Cup 2022,” FIBA also 

said.
FIBA said it would announce 

if there would be further 

sanctions against Nigeria.
 “FIBA will announce 

whether there will be any 

other decisions related to the 

NBBF's participation in other 

FIBA competitions and any 

p o t e n t i a l  d i s c i p l i n a r y  

measures in due course,” the 

statement added. 
D'Tigress had qualified for 

the next edition of the FIBA 

Women's Basketball World 

Cup which will take place from 

September 22 to October 1st, 

2022 in Sydney, Australia.

FIBA may announce 
sanctions against Nigeria 

D'Tigress

I G E R I A ' S  f e m a l e  Nb a s k e t b a l l  t e a m ,  
D'Tigress, has been replaced 
with Mali for the upcoming 
FIBA Women's Basketball 
World Cup 2022 that will take 
place in Belgrade, Serbia.

Newsnow said that, this 
follows a development where 
the Federal Government of 
N i g e r i a ,  l a s t  m o n t h ,  
announced the withdrawal of 
their national teams from all 
international basketbal l  
competitions for a period of 
two years.

 Sunday Dare, the Nigerian 
Minister of Sports said at that 
time that the decision to 
withdraw the teams was due 
t o  c r i s e s  t h a t  h a v e  
characterised the country's 
basketball in the recent past.

 “Following the unending 
crisis which have plagued and 
n e a r l y  c r i p p l e d  t h e  
development of basketball in 
Nigeria, President Buhari has 
approved the withdrawal of 
Nigeria from all international 
basketball competitions for a 
period of two years. This is 
with immediate effect,” he 
said.

In a statement, FIBA 
recognised that it had been 
informed of Nigeria's decision 
and moved to replace the 
team with Mali.

“FIBA was informed about 
the decision of the President 
of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria to withdraw the 
Nigeria Basketball Federation 
(NBBF) from all international 
basketball competitions and 
activities for a period of two 
years,” a statement from FIBA 
said.

“ I n  s u b s e q u e n t  

communications with the 
NBBF, and despite FIBA's 
request, it has become clear 
t h a t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
circumstances created by the 
government's decision, the 
NBBF is unable to confirm its 
participation in the FIBA 
Women's Basketball World 
Cup 2022.

“Nigeria's withdrawal from 
the FIBA Women's Basketball 
World Cup 2022 is confirmed. 
Mali, as the next ranked team 
from Group B of the FIBA 

Women's Basketball World 
C u p  2 0 2 2  Q u a l i f y i n g  
Tournament in Belgrade, is 
invited to participate in the 
FIBA Women's Basketball 
World Cup 2022

The international basketball 
governing body (FIBA) noted 
that it will announce whether 
there will be more decisions 
r e l a t e d  t o  N i g e r i a ' s  
participation in other FIBA 
compet i t i ons  and  any  
p o t e n t i a l  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
measures in this regard.

Mali replaces Nigeria at
 FIBA World Cup 

Dare

W E D E N ' S  I n g r i d  
L indblad shot the S

lowest score by an amateur 
in US Women's Open history 
in the first round of this 
year's championship.
BBC SPORT said that, her 
six-under 65 at Pine 
Needles saw the 22-year-
old set the early pace at the 
second women's major of 
2022.
However, American Mina 
Harigae, who was among 
the later starters, holed nine 
birdies in a 64 to lead by 
one.
"I hit a few close to the pin 
and my putting was great," 
said Lindblad, who played 
with her idol Annika 
Sorenstam. 
"It just worked from the 
fairway to the green. It's a 
great US Open course."
The legendary Sorenstam, a 
three-time US Women's 
Open champion, retired at 
the end of 2008 but 
returned to competitive golf 
after turning 50.
Lindblad's round at the 
North Carolina course 
eclipsed the previous best of 
66 by an amateur which has 
been recorded three times, 
most recently by Gina Kim 
in 2019.
Asked about playing with 
L indblad,  51-year-o ld 
Sorenstam, who carded a 
three-over 74, said: "She's 
authentic. She's got a 
special look, but she's a 
fearless player.

"She's confident in her own 
game. I know she doesn't 
shy away from the limelight 
that maybe I did as a young 
girl."
Lindblad, from Halmstad on 
the west coast of Sweden, is 
one of the stars on the US 
c o l l e g e  c i r c u i t  a n d  
demonstrated her power 
game in her dazzling 

opening round, averaging 
nearly 270 yards off the tee.
Another Swede, Women's 
Open champion Anna 
Nordqvist, shot a 67 to lie 
two  beh ind  L i ndb l ad  
alongside Australian Minjee 
Lee.
American Lexi Thompson is 
in a group at three under. 

Thompson was aged 12 and 
the youngest player to 
qualify for a US Open when it 
was last held at Pine Needles 
- a record since lowered by 
Lucy Li.
England's Bronte Law is in a 
group that contains world 
number one Sei Young Kim 
at two under.

Ireland's Leona Maguire is a 
shot further back, alongside 
America's world number two 
Ne l l y  Korda ,  who  i s  
returning after recovering 
from a blood clot in her arm. 
Michelle Wie West, the 2014 
champion who is stepping 
away from competitive golf 
after this tournament, 
opened with a two-over 73.

Lindblad fires lowest amateur score in history

Ingrid Lindblad (left) was playing alongside her idol Annika Sorenstam at Pine Needles



Page 39SUNDAY STANDARD, June 5, 2022       

AUL Pogba summed up 
the general feeling about 
his time at Manchester P

United quite neatly in a recent 
interview with French newspaper 
Le Figaro.

"You have to be honest, the last 
five years have not satisfied me - 
really not at all."

When he gave the interview, it 
was just under five years since 
Pogba opened the scoring for 
United in their Europa League 
final victory against Ajax.

That marked the end of his first 
season since a much-hyped 
return to Old Trafford, when 
United paid a then-world record 
£89m to bring back a player they 
had in their academy but had lost 
on a free transfer to Juventus 
after Sir Alex Ferguson refused to 
offer Pogba's controversial agent 
Mino Raiola any guarantees 
about how much game-time the 
player would get.

But United have won nothing 
since. Pogba leaves Old Trafford 
for a second time, six prime years 
of his club football career 
unfulfilled.

"This year it is dead," said 
Pogba in his recent interview. 
"We will not win anything. I want 
to win trophies."

So where did it all go wrong?
'Pogback', trumpeted the club's 

social media channels on 9 
August, 2016. "I'm back," said 
Pogba, at the end of a brilliantly 
produced 26-second video clip 
confirming his arrival. With a 

collaboration with British rap 
artist Stormzy as well, this was a 
very modern transfer.

The fact Pogba was, and 
remains, one of Adidas' highest-
profile athletes and was sealing a 
union with United, who were just 
12 months into their own 10-year 
deal with the German sportswear 
giant, meant the deal made 
sense commercially.

New manager Jose Mourinho 
wanted him. And for chief 
executive Ed Woodward, starting 
to feel the heat after sacking two 
managers, it made sense too.

This was a chance to right 
Ferguson's wrong, to prove 
United could attract high-profile 
players and bring an academy 
graduate back into the fold.

However, there was a heavy 
price to pay. Raiola was far too 
shrewd an operator to let it be 
any other way.

According to information put 
into the public domain by the 
Football Leaks website,

which has never been contested 
at Old Trafford, Pogba's contract 
was a basic £7.75m-a-year. A 
loyalty bonus of £3.75m-a-year 
was also included. If United 
qualified for the Champions 
League, Pogba netted a further 
£1.85m. In addition, Pogba had a 
£3m-a-year image rights deal. 
Raiola himself was paid an 
astonishing £41m.

This is what United were signing 
up to by bringing Paul Pogba back 
to the club.

This still feels incredible, but if 
you journey back through 

Pogba's time at United, there is 
no consistent thread for where 
Pogba should be used.

As part of a deep-lying two man 
midfield? On the left of a three? 
As a number 10? Wide of a more 
advanced attacking unit beyond 
two holders?

It is apparent that even with 
France - with whom he won the 
2018 World Cup - Pogba's 
strengths are offensive. His 
control and range of passing is 
world class. If he runs from deep, 
he is a major threat. But he needs 
cover. Defensively he can be a 
liability.

Yet in that first season, when 
Pogba was given licence to roam 
forward, quite often Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic was dropping back 
into the same spaces the 
Frenchman wanted to occupy.

At the time, it felt like a teething 
problem and something that 
would be sorted out naturally 
given the Swede's age meant he 
was hardly likely to be Pogba's 
team-mate for long.

But United never found an 
adequate solution. Even without 
Ibrah imov ic ,  the i r  major  
offensive players: Anthony 
Martial, Marcus Rashford and 
Jadon Sancho, liked to operate in 
the same areas where Pogba 
excels.

If he dropped deep, it exposed 
United's midfield. The axis of Fred 
and Scott McTominay has been 
derided. Neither have anywhere 
close to Pogba's talent. But Pogba 
simply does not run hard enough, 
often enough to take one of them 

out without United being at risk of 
getting completely overrun.

"It's simple with France, I play 
and I play in my position - I know 
my role and I feel the confidence 
of the coach and the players," 
Pogba told Le Figaro.

"It's normal to feel a difference 
at Manchester United because it's 
hard to be consistent when you 
often have a change to your 
position, or the team system, or 
your partners."

An already unsatisfactory 
situation was exacerbated by the 
off-field issues Pogba brought.

Jose Mourinho stripped Pogba of 
the vice-captaincy at United in 
September 2019 after the 
Frenchman had criticised his 
tactics. By the time Mourinho 
took charge for the final time - at 
Liverpool three months later - his 
most expensive signing was 
unused on the bench.

Mourinho's exit appeared to 
signal Pogba and his team-mates 
had won a power battle. A 
'Caption This' post on Pogba's 
Twitter feed immediately after 
the announcement certainly 
indicated so and drew a stinging 
rebuke from former United 
skipper Gary Neville.

For a while harmony broke out 
as Ole Gunnar Solskjaer enjoyed 
an extended honeymoon period 
as the Portuguese's successor. 
But further issues were not far 
away. 

Raiola was happy to stir the pot 
on Pogba's behalf, saying he had 
spoken to Juventus about a 
return early in 2020, then getting 

into a spat with Solskjaer when 
he ef fect ively said what 
happened to the Frenchman was 
none of the super-agent's 
business because he was 
contracted to United.

The chances are, Solskjaer was 
ready to sanction a transfer at 
that point. But when the 
pandemic hit, United knew they 
would get nothing like the 
player's value in a fee, so they 
kept Pogba and tried to negotiate 
a contract extension to protect 
their asset. It didn't work.

Pogba made 20 Premier League 
appearances in his final season 
as a United player. He scored 
once - against Burnley - and 
claimed nine assists. Four of 
them came in the opening game 
against Leeds. 

That match at Old Trafford is 
one of Pogba's stand-out United 
moments. The famous 3-2 
comeback win at Manchester City 
in 2018, when he scored twice, 
was another. That Europa League 
final against Ajax and his 
volleyed winner at Burnley two 
seasons ago were others.

But  they were f leet ing 
moments. Each injury absence 
came with the suspicion among 
some fans that Pogba no longer 
wanted to play for the club.

When he left the field after what 
turned out to be his last 
appearance for United, against 
Liverpool in April, he was jeered 
off by his own supporters.

And now it is over.
Source: BBC Sport

'It's hard to be consistent when you often have a change to your position, or the team system, or your partners’

Paul Pogba: Where it went wrong 
By SIMON STONE
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1. Mutaz Essu.......(7) Qatar 
high jumper
2. Deji.......(4) former 
Nigerian sprinter
3. Patrice......(6)Crystal 
Palace Manager
4. David......(5) West Ham 
Manager
5. Usein......(4) Fomer 
Jamaican sprinter
6. Didier.......(6)Former 
Chelsea striker

7.George......(4)The only world 
best footbaler from Africa
8.Anthony....(6)Nigerian/British 
boxer
9. Golf Peg (3)
10. Rashidi.....(6) Nigeria’s first 
world cup scorer
11..........Jo (8) Former Super 
Eagle handler
12. Two under Par in golf (6)
13. San Antonion baskeball team 
(5)

By IBRAHIM T. LOT

O R M E R  N i g e r i a n  
winger, Garba Lawal 
believes the list of F

invited players by Super 
Eagles Coach,  Jose Peseiro 
to face Sierra Leone for the 
2023 Africa Cup of Nations 
qualifiers are capable of 
picking the maximum six 
points against Sierra Leone 
and Sao Tome.

Recall that in the early 
hours of Saturday morning, 
the Portuguese tactician 
named a 25-man squad that 
i n c l ude  two  N i ge r i a n  
Professional Football League 
(NPFL) players.

They include Adewala 
Adeyinka of Akwa Ibom 
goalkeeper and Faisal Sani of 
Katsina United to the squad.

 I n  a  c h a t  w i t h  
Completesports.com, Lawal 
said that Peseiro has invited 
some of the best legs for the 
2023 AFCON qualifiers.

“The list of invited players 
by Jose Peseiro for the 
upcoming qualifiers against 
Sierra Leone and Sao Tome 
has little or no question 
marks.

“However, you can't invite 
everybody to the team. I am 
most impressed with the 
performance of the NPFL 
players and I hope they will 
also play a key part against 
Sierra Leone and Sao Tome.”

Meanwhile, head Coach 
José Santos Peseiro has 
called up captain Ahmed 
Musa, deputy captain William 
Ekong and 25 other players to 
the camp of the Super Eagles 
for this month's 2023 Africa 
Cup of Nations qualifying 
matches against Sierra Leone 
and São Tomé and Príncipe.

The Portuguese tactician 
has also invited goalkeepers 
Francis Uzoho and Adewale 
A d e y i n k a ,  d e f e n d e r s  
Olaoluwa Aina,  Calv in 
B a s s e y,  S a n i  Fa i s a l ,  
Oluwasemilogo Ajayi and 

C h i d o z i e  A w a z i e m ,  
midfielders Joseph Ayodele-
Aribo, Alex Iwobi and 
I nnocen t  Bonke ,  and  
forwards Moses Simon, 
Terem Moffi, Cyriel Dessers 
and Emmanuel Dennis – who 
were all part of the squad that 
played Mexico and Ecuador in 
prestige friendlies in the 
United States of America.

Peseiro has added Israeli 
–based goalkeeper Adebayo 
Adeleye, defenders Abdullahi 
Shehu, Zaidu Sanusi, Leon 
Ba logun  and  Kenneth  
O m e r u o ,  m i d f i e l d e r s  
Oghenekaro Etebo and Frank 
Onyeka, and forwards Victor 
O s i m h e n ,  S a m u e l  

C h u k w u e z e ,  A d e m o l a  
Lookman and Sadiq Umar.

Nigeria welcome Sierra 
Leone to the MKO Abiola 
National Stadium in one of the 
Day 1 matches in the 
campaign, on Thursday 9th 
June, before f ly ing to 
Marrakech, Morocco to play 
away to São Tomé and 
Príncipe on Monday, 13th 
June.

Super Eagles for Sierra 
Leone and São Tomé & 

Príncipe
Goalkeepers: Francis Uzoho 

(AC Omonia, Cyprus); 
Adewale Adeyinka (Akwa 
United); Adebayo Adeleye 
(Hapoel Jerusalem, Israel)

Defenders: Olaoluwa Aina 
(Torino FC, Italy); William 
E k o n g  ( Wa t f o r d  F C ,  
England); Abdullahi Shehu 
(AC Omonia, Cyprus); Zaidu 
Sanusi (FC Porto, Portugal); 
C h i d o z i e  A w a z i e m  
(Alanyaspor FC, Turkey); 
Oluwasemilogo Ajayi (West 

Bromwich Albion, England); 
Calvin Bassey (Glasgow 
Rangers, Scotland); Sani 
Faisal (Katsina United); Leon 
Ba logun (Unat tached);  
Kenne t h  Ome ruo  (CD  
Leganes, Spain)

M i d f i e l d e r s :  J o s e p h  
Ayodele-Aribo (Glasgow 
Rangers, Scotland); Alex 
Iwobi (Everton FC, England); 
Oghenekaro Etebo (Watford 
FC, England); Innocent Bonke 
(FC Lorient, France); Frank 

Onyeka (Brentford FC, 
England)

Forwards: Ahmed Musa 
(Fatih Karagumruk, Turkey); 
S a m u e l  C h u k w u e z e  
(Villarreal CF, Spain); Moses 
Simon (FC Nantes, France); 
Victor Osimhen (SSC Napoli, 
I ta ly); Cyr ie l  Dessers 
( F e y e n o o r d  F C ,  T h e  
Netherlands); Ademola 
Lookman (Leicester City, 
England); Sadiq Umar (UD 
Almeria, Spain); Terem Moffi 
(FC Lorient, France).

Lawal thumbs up Peseiro's list for Sierra Leone qualifiers

 South African club in the Alower division of the 
county's football system, 
Matiyasi FC has been banned 
for life after scoring fifty-nine 
goals in one match.

Matiyasi FC who were vying 

for promotion to the 

Provincial ABC Motsepe 
League, beat Nsami 
Mighty Birds 59-1, with 
forty-one of the goals 
scored as own-goals.

A player who was 
recorded to have been 
given a red card in the first 

half was also recorded to 
have scored a goal in the 
second half.

The incident occurred last 
week and the South 
A f r i c a n  F o o t b a l l  
Association (SAFA) has 
swiftly reacted.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  
FarPost.co.za, SAFA's 

regional office in Limpopo 
summoned both Matiyasi 
FC and Nsami Mighty 
Birds to a Disciplinary 
Committee hearing on 25 
May 2022 in Giyani.

B o t h  t e a m s  w e r e  

charged and found guilty 

o f  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  

c o n t r a v e n i n g  t h e  

association's statutes.
In the verdict, the clubs 

have been permanently 

banned from all football 

act iv i t ies  whi le  the 

officials implicated from 

both teams have also 

been given a five-year 

suspension within the 

region.
Also, in another match 

from the same league, 

Shivulani Dangerous 

Tigers beat Kototo Happy 

Boys 33-1 on the same 

date. Seven own goals 

were recorded.
The teams were also 

f o u n d  g u i l t y  o f  

contravening the SAFA 

rules and were handed a 

life-ban from all football 

activities.

South African club banned after beating 
opponent 59-1

Matiyasi FC

Super Eagles
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