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complaining about high 
cost of operation were 
emboldened to raise the 
pump price rising from a 
meeting with the NNPC 
Group Managing Director 
(GMD), Malam Mele Kyari, 
last week.

In Lagos, Jos, Abuja and 
in many other states, the 
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organised by Fidelity Bank 
PLC in partnership with the 
Lagos Business School 
(LBS) and NEPC. 

Represented  by  Mr  
Babatunde Falake, Director, 
International Export Office, 
NEPC, Yakusak said that 
emphasis must shift from 
crude oil export and be laid 
on export of Nigeria's vast 
resources. 

“Recent developments in 
our national economy and, 
indeed, the global economy 
have made it clear to us that 
more emphasis should now 
be laid on export of our vast 

THE Nigerian Export 
Promotion Counci l  

(NEPC) has reiterated the 
need to promote non-oil 
exports for Nigeria to meet 
its national and global 
economic demands. 

D r  E z r a  Ya k u s a k ,  
Executive Director/CEO of 
NEPC, said this at a five-
day export promotion 
c a p a c i t y - b u i l d i n g  
programme which began 
on Monday in Abuja. 

According to the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN), 
the programme, designed 
to train stakeholders in the 
e x p o r t  s e c t o r,  w a s  

conf idence with our 
correspondent, said the 
Federal Government and 
ASUU may reach an 
amicable agreement in a 
“short time.”

The source said: “So far, 
the government may 
concede to a 100 per cent 
salary increase for the 
striking lecturers. This is a 
key part of the ongoing 
review of the 2009 FG-
ASUU agreement.

“The payment of all 
outstanding allowances 
will be mutually agreed 
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still being weighed at 
Monday's meeting.

A source, who spoke in 

Federal Government has 
shifted its position on the 
percentage of salary 
increase.

A committee led by the 
Pro-Chancellor of the 
Federal University of 
Lokoja, Prof. Nimi Briggs, 
had recommended a 180 
per cent pay rise for 
lecturers.

The Briggs panel has 
been renegotiating the 
2009 pact with ASUU.

But the government 
was said to have favoured 
a 100 per cent increase, 
although options were 

C o m m i s s i o n  ( N U C )  
Executive Secretary Prof. 
A b u b a k a r  R a s h e e d  
w a r n e d  a g a i n s t  
weakening the university 
system, which he said was 
crit ical to economic 
development.

But, the Permanent 
S e c r e t a r y,  F e d e r a l  
Ministry of Education, 
Andrew Adejo, expressed 
confidence that the strike 
would end soon.

The lecturers have been 
on strike since February 
14.

It was learnt that the 

100% pay rise likely 
for varsity teachers

Marketers who have the 
product to dispense sell at 
arbitrary prices above the 
N162/N165 approved for a 
litre, citing the hike in ex-
depot prices.

Those who shut their 
f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n s  t o  
consumers say they would 
be selling at a loss if they 
buy a litre from the depot at 

between N170/N175 and 
dispense at the regulated 
price.

The ex-depot price as 
fixed by the regulators 
stood at N148 as at last 
night.

Only few stations vend 
petrol at the regulated 
pr ice.  Pr ices ranged 
between N170 and N200 

per litre in Lagos and the 
Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT). The litre price is 
higher in the hinterlands.

But the regulators have 
been  s i l en t  on  the  
arb i t rar iness  o f  the 
market.

It was gathered from a 
reliable source that the 
marketers who had been 

here is confusion in the Tpetrol supply chain. 
The regulators – Nigerian 
M i d s t r e a m  a n d  
Downstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Author i ty  
( N M D P R A )  a n d  t h e  
N i g e r i a n  N a t i o n a l  
Pe t r o l e um  Company  
(NNPC) Limited — appear 
to have lost control.

Monday, threatened to 
shut down the airports in 
solidarity with the striking 
lecturers.

Also, the Coalition of 
N o r t h e r n  G r o u p s  
Students Wing (CNG-SW) 
directed the 19 northern 
state chapters to mobilise 
students and parents to 
join the NLC protest.

The National Union of 
Banks, Insurance and 
Financial Institutions 
Employees (NUBIFIE) 
said it would join the 
protest.

National Universities 

here were strong 
i n d i c a t i o n s  TM o n d a y  t h a t  

university lecturers 
might get a 100 per 
cent pay rise. President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
has decided to wade 
into the protracted 
crisis.

The union's position has 
been strengthened by the 
massive support it is 
getting from critical 
stakeholders.

The Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) had 
directed its state councils 
to mobilise for a protest in 
support of ASUU next 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

The Association of 
N i g e r i a  A v i a t i o n  
Professionals (ANAP) 

He may meet all those 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
n e g o t i a t i o n  b e f o r e  
opening talks with the 
Academic Staff Union of 
Universities (ASUU). 

Why Nigeria must diversify from 
crude oil exports -NEPC Boss

Long queue waiting to refuel at a petrol station, Abuja.

FG keeps mum as marketers hike petrol price
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Fresh CVR registration hits 10.1 million2023: INEC to 
resume storage 

of materials 
with CBN

Ghana confirms first cases of deadly Marburg virus

Alkali donates operational vehicle to NIPPSS
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resources if we must 
survive as a nation. 

“It is unfortunate that 
Nigeria, having been 
blessed with resources in 
agriculture, solid minerals, 
entertainment industry, 
creative arts, Information 
a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  
Technology, fashion and of 
course manufacturing has 
continued to rely on export 
of crude oil as the major 
s o u r c e  o f  f o r e i g n  
exchange,” Yakusak said. 

He said that the council's 
zero oil plan developed in 
response to the recession 
in 2016 following the crash 

upon by both parties 
based on the nation's 
economic situation.

“ Th i s  i s  why  t he  
government is bringing in 
some ministries and 
p a ra s t a t a l s  t o  t h e  
negotiation table.

“They inc lude the 
ministries of finance, 
education, labour and 
employment, Budget 
Office of the Federation, 
Office of the Head of 
Service of the Federation 
and National Salaries, 
Income and  Wages  
Commission.”

T h e  s o u r c e  a l s o  

confirmed that President 

Buhari has decided to 

intervene by meeting with 

all the parties.
The source said the 

President will in the next 
few days receive a brief 
f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Government negotiating 
team before having an 
audience with ASUU.

The source added: “The 
President has chosen to 
personally intervene to 
ensure that universities 
are reopened in the 
shortest time possible.

“Once he gets an update 
on the negotiation, he will 
meet with ASUU leaders to 

arb i t rary  pr i ces  are  
displayed on the metres.

Fueling speculations that 
the regulators were privy 
to the price increase was 
the fact that NMDPRA has 
refused to post the PMS 
price template on its 
website.

A  membe r  o f  t h e  
Independent Petroleum 
Marketers Association of 
Nigeria (IPMAN), who 
pleaded for anonymity, put 
the landing cost of the 
Premium Motor Spirit 
(PMS) at N500 per litre.

The source confirmed 
that marketers were 
getting supplies from the 
depots at N175 per litre as 
against the approved N148 
per litre.

According to the source, 

this could trigger fresh 
hike in pump price and 
long queues at the retail 
outlets.

The IPMAN source said: 
“The fact is that private 
d e p o t s  o w n e r s  a r e  
increasing their prices to 
N170 per litre. We don't 
know what is really 
happening.

“Some have even selling 
N175 per litre. There is an 
increase of N27 per litre. 
But because of Sallah, we 
c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  
whether it is the cause of 
the fresh queues in Abuja.

“There is no circular for 
increase of pump price 
from the government. 
However, I learnt they 
(some marketers) held a 
meeting with the GMD.

“He is the one who said 
they (marketers) should 
increase it (the pump 
rate).”

Most of the fi l l ing 
stations in the FCT were 
shutdown.

Besides, while some sold 
the product for N185 and 
N195 per litre, major 
marketers boldly changed 
the rate to N175 per on 
their sign posts.

NMDPRA ' s  Gene ra l  
Manage r,  Co rpo ra t e  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
Department, Mr. Kimchi 

Apollo could not be reached 
for two days through his 
phone for confirmation of 
the official pump price. He 
did not respond to the call.

He also did not reply to 
the text messages.

The NNPC spokesman, 
Ma l l am Garba  Deen  
Muhammad,  d id  not  
respond to calls from The 
Nation.

Checks carried out on the 
NMDPRA's report titled: 
“Petroleum products stock-
days,” showed that as at 

in crude oil prices, was 
targeted to prepare Nigeria 
for a world with less 
emphasis on export of 
crude oil. 

According to Yakusak, it 
was a strategy for boosting 
foreign exchange through 
the non-oil export policies 
for 22 major products that 
could generate up to $30 
billion foreign exchange 
within a period of five 
years. 

“The 22 products include 
cotton, petrochemicals, 
fertilisers, palm oil, rubber, 
cement, tomatoes, and 
bananas. Others are 
oranges, cashew, cassava, 

sesame, spices, ginger, 
shea butter and cowpea,” 
he said. 

He expressed NEPC's 
commitment to continue to 
s u p p o r t  e f f o r t s  i n  
sensitising Nigerians to 
embrace non-oil export as 
a  v iab le  opt ion  fo r  
economic growth and 
survival. 

“The Council recently 
launched the 'Export 4 
Survival' campaign which 
is aimed at sensitising 
Nigerians from all walks of 
life to embrace non-oil 
export as a viable option 
for our economic growth 
and survival. 

opportunity to sit down 
with the Central Bank to 
review the entire issue 
surrounding our moving 
our materials with the 
Nigerian Air Force.

“We are definitely going 
to do that. If at the end of 
the day, we are not 
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  
arrangement, then we are 
going to look for a new 
logistics pathway for how 
to manage logistics during 
the 2023 elections. But no 
decision has been made”, 
he said.

Okoye insisted that the 
r e c e n t l y  c o n c l u d e d  
elections in Ekiti and Osun 
governorship storage 
measures will not be 
tenable going into the 
general elections in 2023.

His words: “You cannot 
use the Ekiti governorship 
e l e c t i o n  a n d  O s u n  
governorship election as a 
measure of what will 
happen in 2023.

“This is because, for 
instance, in the Ekiti 
governorship election, we 
had less than a million 
registered voters. In the 
O s u n  g o v e r n o r s h i p  
election, we were shy of 
two million registered 
voters. These are stand-

 
-FG

declared that sensitive 

election materials would no 

longer be in the custody of 

the apex bank, over the 

criticisms that trailed the 

affiliation of the Governor 

of CBN, Godwin Emefiele, 

w i t h  t h e  r u l i n g  A l l  

Progressives Congress.
Okoye, however, said 

INEC would face what he 
described as “a logistics 
nightmare” if it does not 
reach a deal with the CBN 
over its election materials.

“It is going to be a huge 
logistics nightmare. What 
we intend to do going 
forward, since there are 
issues with keeping our 
materials with CBN. We 
have not had enough 

T h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  

N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  

Commission has said it will 

continue to keep sensitive 

election materials with the 

Central Bank of Nigeria 

ahead of the 2023 general 

elections.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  

Information and Voter 

Education, INEC, Festus 

Okoye, who made this 

known in an interview with 

Channels Television on 

M o n d a y ,  s a i d  t h e  

commission would resume 

engagement with the CBN 

on how to resolve issues 

concerning the storage of 

election materials.

INEC had  in  June  

FG keeps mum as 
marketers hike petrol price

July 17, 2022, there was a 
total petrol stock of 
1,786,121,330 litres.

The document noted that 
land based stock was 
645,360,193 litres and 
m a r i n e  s t o c k  w a s  
1,077,106816 litres.

It added that there was 
total stock less dead stock 
of 1.722,467,009 litres and 
a depot dead stock of 
63,654,321 litres.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
document, the stock would 
last for 28.71 days.

100 per cent pay rise likely 
for striking varsity teachers

Why Nigeria must diversify from crude oil exports -NEPC Boss

alone elections.
“For the Ekiti election, 

we utilised the service of 
the Nigerian Air force and 
they flew the materials 
into Akure airport. We did 
the same thing with the 
Osun election, and we 
moved the materials to 
our state offices.”

T h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  
Commission (INEC) has 
said fresh registration in 
the ongoing Continuous 
Voter Registration (CVR) 
hit 10.1 million on Monday, 
July 18.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  
disclosed this in a weekly 
update, quarter four, week 
13, released on Monday 
night, on its social media 
platform.

INEC said 10,139,247 
registrants had completed 
their registrations, out of 
which 3,357,188 were 
done through online, while 
6,782,059 were done via 
physical registration.

It said that 5,022,392 of 
the  reg is t rants  that  
c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  

registrations were males; 
while 5,116,855 were 
females and 75,422 were 
Persons With Disabilities.

The age distribution 
acco rd ing  to  INEC ' s  
statistics, showed that 
7 , 1 9 5 , 6 7 6  o f  t h e  
registrants were youth of 
age 18 to 34; while middle 
aged between 35 and 49 
were 2,025,258.

The elderly between aged 
50 and 69 were 808,021 
and the old from 70 and 
above were 110,292.

INEC said it has also 
r e ce i ved  a  t o t a l  o f  
26,645,124 applications for 
voter transfer, requests for 
replacement of PVCs and 
update of voter information 
record, etc.

Fresh CVR registration 
hits 10.1 million

2023: INEC to resume 
storage of materials with CBN

GHANA has confirmed its 
first two cases of the 
deadly Marburg virus, a 
highly infectious disease in 
the same family as the 
virus that causes Ebola. 

It says both patients died 
recently in hospital in the 
southern Ashanti region. 

Their samples came back 
positive earlier this month 
and have now been 
verified by a laboratory in 
Senegal. 

Health officials in the 
West African nation say 98 
people are now under 
quarantine as suspected 
con tac t  cases ,  BBC  
reported. 

T h e  Wo r l d  Hea l t h  
Organisat ion (WHO), 
which is supporting the 
c o u n t r y ' s  h e a l t h  

authorities, has praised 
Ghana's swift response. 

“This is good because 
without immediate and 
decisive action, Marburg 
can easily get out of hand,” 
said Dr. Matshidiso Moeti, 
the WHO's Africa director. 

No treatment yet exists 
for Marburg – but doctors 
say drinking plenty of water 
and treating specif ic 
symptoms improves a 
pat ient 's  chances of  
survival. 

The virus is transmitted 
to people from fruit bats 
and spreads between 
humans through the 
transmission of bodily 
fluids. 

It is a severe, often fatal 
illness with symptoms 
including headache, fever, 

muscle pains, vomiting 
blood and bleeding. 

Officials are warning 
people to keep away from 
caves and to thoroughly 
cook all meat products 
before consumption. 

This is the second time 
that Marburg has been 
identified in West Africa. 

There was one confirmed 
case in Guinea last year, 
but that outbreak was 
d e c l a r e d  o v e r  i n  
September, five weeks 
a f t e r  t he  case  was  
identified. 

E l s e w h e r e  o n  t h e  
c o n t i n e n t ,  p r e v i o u s  
outbreaks and sporadic 
cases have been reported 
in Angola, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, 
Kenya, South Africa and 
Uganda, the WHO says. 

Ghana confirms first cases 
of deadly Marburg virus

Mamood

Buhari Kyeri
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DESPITE this recent boom, the 
construction sector’s overall 
contribution to GDP is still 
significantly low. Amongst other 
factors responsible for this slow 
impact is, shortage of funds for 
p r o j e c t  e x e c u t i o n .  
Infrastructure in Nigeria in 
particular has suffered some of 
the major consequences of 
deferred maintenance and 
under inves tment  in  the  
construction industry. This has 
constantly led to fatal building 
collapses, bad roads and loss of 
lives and property.
Working to solve these 

problems by creating lasting 
so lu t i ons ,  t he  N ige r i an  
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  b e e n  
leveraging publ ic-pr ivate 
partnership (PPP) as its core 
strategy in the financing of 
infrastructure projects. Public-
private partnership is a generic 
term that rightly describes the 
multitudes of structures put in 
place to pave the way for private 
sector involvement in the 
provision of public services. It 
helps to ensure optimal use of 
resources as well as efficiency in 
service delivery. These added 

benefits translate to an 
increased value for money as a 
result of utilisation of private 
sector expertise and technology, 
leading to superior products and 
services at a lower cost.
Looking at infrastructure in 

Nigeria, this particular strategy 
is borne out of a desire to solve 
Nigeria’s huge infrastructural 
needs coupled with inadequate 
funding for such needs. It has 
the capacity to both meet these 
needs and generate the 
requisite funds for the provision 
and management of these 
infrastructure. So far, quite a 
number of projects have been 
successfully executed over the 
years. Some very popular 
examples include the Lekki-Epe 
Expressway, the Lagos State 
Blue Line, the domestic Wing of 
the Muritala Muhammed Airport 
General Aviation terminal II 
amongst others.
Recently, also in partnership 

with private sector players the 
government established Infra-
Co. a trillion naira ($2.4 billion 
dollar) company. This company 
is backed by the Central Bank of 
Nigeria, Nigerian Sovereign 

Investment Authority and the 
Africa Finance Corporation. 
Infra-Co is expected to grow its 
capital and assets to 15 trillion 
naira over time and will fund 
public Infrastructure projects 
like housing, road, rail and 
power. It is also projected to 
help Nigeria achieve a Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) growth 
by ten percent over the next ten 
years.
Interestingly, the public-

private partnership strategy has 
not only helped governments to 
p r o c u r e  l o n g - t e r m  
infrastructure services from 
private providers, but has 
brought about added benefits 
for other stakeholders. Private 
companies for instance have the 
oppo r tun i t y  t o  deve l op  
knowledge, experience and 
s k i l l s ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  
constructively reapplied into the 
private sector. They can also be 
provided with access to reduced 
r i sk ,  secure ,  l ong- te rm 
investment opportunities that 
a r e  u n d e r w r i t t e n  b y  
government contracts. It has 
a lso drast ica l ly  reduced 
construction costs and tax 

burdens on citizens, allowing 
funds to be redirected to other 
infrastructural projects.
Capitalising on this massive 

economic potential of private-
public partnership is Arkland 
Group through its construction 
subsidiary, Arkland Structures. 
Being the first purely indigenous 
construction company to build 
towers in the Eko Atlantic City — 
land reclaimed from the Atlantic 
Ocean — the company has set 
itself apart as not just any 
construction company, but one 
with sustainability at its core. 
Designed in compliance with the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F i n a n c e  
Corporation’s (IFC) Green Edge 
Standard, the City is built to be 
utterly self-sufficient, managing 
water consumption and energy 
consumption, greenhouse gas 
emissions, waste disposal and 
more. It is projected to house 
about 250,000 residents once 
completed, taking a small but 
significant amount off the 
current 17 million housing 
deficit.
With a total of 10 districts, 

spread across a land area of 

approximately 10 square 

kilometres, Eko Atlantic is 

expected to rise as a new breed 

of property on the continent, 

c a t e r i n g  t o  f i n a n c i a l ,  

commercial, residential and 

tourist accommodations.
C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  t o t a l  

construction project pipeline in 

Nigeria, as tracked by the 

Construct ion Intel l igence 

Centre (CIC), including all mega 

projects with a value above 

US$25 million, stands at N167.4 

trillion ($511.7bn), with private 

sector involvement in a vast 

majority of the projects. This 

shows a promising outlook for 

Nigeria’s construction space.
It is projected that efforts to 

enhance  t ran spo r t  and  

residential infrastructure will 

support the growth of the 

industry over the next few 

years. Considering the immense 

benefits provided by private 

sector participation, one can 

confidently say that the growth 

of the construction sector is on a 

steady, upward trajectory, 

triggering development at every 

level.
Source: Business Day.

PPP as driver for infrastructural development  
The building and construction sector is one of the most crucial — mainly for its contribution to the basic human need of shelter — 
and fastest growing industries in the Nigerian economy. In the last three years, the industry has experienced rapid double digit 
growth rates, outgrowing all other sectors in the economy. OLUSEUN AWOFISOYE writes.
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THE Group Managing Director 
of the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Company Limited, 
Mele Kyari, says the Federal 
Government will still determine 
the pump price of premium 
motor spirit (PMS) popularly 
called petrol, even after the 
expected unveiling of the new 
NNPC Limited by President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

He stated in an interview  that 
the company would be more 
transparent and ensure 
continued disclosure of its 
operational reports.

He said that such would be 
pleasing to the lending 
community and the global 
energy community that will like 
to see what they are doing.

He noted that once the trust 
becomes higher and the ability 
to access capital becomes real 
and easier, then ultimately, it 
would give NNPC limited all the 
advantages that it requires.

The NNPC limited is expected 
to officially transit to a private 
entity after being unveiled by 
President Buhari.

It would then be regulated in 
line with the provisions of the 
Companies and Allied Matters 
A c t  ( C A M A )  a n d  t h e  
nomenclature of the Group 
Managing Director (GMD) of 
NNPC would also change to the 
Group Chief Executive Officer 
(GCEO), in line with the 
Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) 
2021.

Pres ident  Muhammadu 
Buhari, on August 16, 2021, 
signed into law the PIA 
following its passage by the 
National Assembly in July 
2021.

Sec t i on  53(1)  o f  the  
Petroleum Industry Act 2021 
requires the minister of 
petroleum resources to cause 
for the incorporation of NNPC 
limited within six months of the 
e n a c t m e n t  o f  P I A  i n  
consultation with the minister 
of finance on the nominal 
shares of the company.

With the registration by CAC, 
NNPC limited was floated with 
an initial capital of N200 billion 
and so made history as the 
company with the highest 
share capital in Nigeria.

Kyari said: “We will procure 
the product, we will sell to the 
stakes and the stakes will sell to 
the public. There is nothing to 
suggest that there is any 
indication at this point in time 
that there will be a change in 
the pr ice of  petro leum 
products. It has nothing to do 
with our operation. For us, 
those who are doing business 
for us, we charge them fees so 
that this company can make 
money.

NNPC is a partner company. 
You have to make certain basic 
d i s c l o s u r e s  t o  y o u r  
shareholders and to the oil 
community that companies are 
ordinarily not required to do. It 
is not just publishing your 
financial statement.

“There are other disclosure 
requirements by being a 
partner company. We believe it 
is good for our company, we will 
continue to sustain this. We are 
the only company that 
publishes our operational 
reports such as production, 

FG to maintain petrol pricing 

shares and others on a 
monthly basis. We are not only 
transparent but we are 
actually naked.

“And because companies and 
their partners, particularly the 
lending community, the global 
energy community will like to 

see what we are doing. Once 
the trust becomes higher and 
the ability to access capital 
becomes real and easier, then 
ultimately, it gives you all the 
advantages that you require. 
So, you lose nothing by being 
transparent.”

THE  N i g e r i a n  E xpo r t  
Promotion Council (NEPC) has 
emphasized the need to 
promote non-oil exports in 
order for Nigeria to meet its 
national and global economic 
demands.

Dr Ezra Yakusak, Executive 
Director/CEO of NEPC, says 
this at a five-day export 
promotion capacity-building 
programme which began in 
Abuja.

A report by the News Agency 
of Nigeria (NAN) revealed that 
the programme, designed to 
train stakeholders in the 
export sector, was organised 
by Fidelity Bank PLC in 
partnership with the Lagos 
Business School (LBS) and 
NEPC.

R e p r e s e n t e d  b y  M r  
Babatunde Falake, Director, 
International Export Office, 
NEPC, Yakusak said that 
emphasis must shift from 
crude oil export and be laid on 
export of Nigeria's vast 
resources.

“Recent developments in our 
national economy and indeed 
the global economy have 
made it clear to us that more 
emphasis should now be laid 

Nigeria must diversify 
from crude oil exports-NEPC

on export of our vast resources 
if we must survive as a nation.

“It is unfortunate that 
Nigeria, having been blessed 
with resources in agriculture, 
solid minerals, entertainment 
industry, creat ive arts,  
I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
Communication Technology, 
fash ion  and o f  course  
manufacturing has continued 
to rely on export of crude oil as 
the major source of foreign 
exchange,” Yakusak said.

He said that the council's zero 
oil plan developed in response 
to the recession in 2016 
following the crash in crude oil 
prices, was targeted to prepare 
Nigeria for a world with less 
emphasis on export of crude 
oil.

According to Yakusak, it was 
a strategy for boosting foreign 
exchange through the non-oil 
export policies for 22 major 
products that could generate 
up to $30 billion foreign 
exchange within a period of 
five years.

“The 22 products include 
cot ton,  petrochemica ls ,  
fertilisers, palm oil, rubber, 
cement,  tomatoes, and 
bananas. Others are oranges, 
cashew, cassava, sesame, 
spices, ginger, shea butter and 
cowpea,” he said.

He  expressed  NEPC ' s  
commitment to continue to 
support efforts in sensitising 
Nigerians to embrace non-oil 
export as a viable option for 
economic growth and survival.

“The Counc i l  recent ly  
launched the 'Export 4 
Survival' campaign which is 
aimed at sensitising Nigerians 
from all walks of life to 
embrace non-oil export as a 
viable option for our economic 
growth and survival.

“The campaign is already 
making an impact as the 
council, with its activities, is 
now more on the limelight 
nationwide.

“It is expected that this will 
definitely result in increased 
revenue from the non-oil 
sector in the near future.

“What we are doing today 
through partnership with 
Fidelity Bank and Lagos 
Business School is highly 
commendable.

“A look at the various topics 
f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  c l e a r l y  
demonstrates our readiness to 
equip the participants with the 
required knowledge and skills 
for successful export business 
and specially to curtail the 
rejection of non-oil exports 
from Nigeria,” Yakusak said.

One of the facilitators, Dr 
Frank Ojadi, faculty member, 
Lagos Business School, said 
that building the capacity of 
Nigerians and providing the 
needed infrastructure were 
critical in attracting people into 
exports.

“One of the challenges of 
export trade lies more in 
equipping people, building 
the i r  capac i ty  in  what  
exporting means and therefore 
you need to learn the trade, 
the processes and the 
procedures.

THE African Development 
Fund (ADF) said that it has 
approved the sum of a 
US$11.02 million support 
pa ckage  t o  he l p  t he  
Permanent Secretariat of the 
African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCFTA) run its 
operations effectively and 
achieve its set goals.

The amount was approved 
by the Board of Directors and 
was a part of the contractual 
support it promised when the 
secretariat was created in 
Accra, Ghana on August 17, 
2020. This sum is an added 
amount to the earlier US$5 
million given.

With the secretariat getting 
this funding, the continent, 
which is regarded by the 
African Development Bank as 
having the second-largest 
free trade area with a 
potential market of 1.2 billion 
consumers, will try to 
i m p r ove  i t s  l e v e l  o f  
intraregional trade, which 
currently stands at less than 
18 percent. This number is 
far below that of Latin 
America, Asia, and Europe 
which stand at 22 percent, 50 
percent, and 70 percent 
respectively.

The funds from ADF “will 
help AfCTFA to increase this 
by up to $35 billion per year 
(25 percent) over a decade, 
lower annual imports by $10 
billion, and boost agriculture 
and industrial exports by up 
to $45 billion (7 percent) and 
$21 billion (5 percent), 
respectively.”

The  f unds  w i l l  a l s o  
“encourage sustainable intra-
African trade and to increase 
the share of African countries 
participating in it. It is also 
intended to move the African 
trade integration agenda 

forward by enabling the 
secretariat and the countries 
of the zone – especially 
transition countries – to 
harmonize and integrate 
national and regional trade 
policy initiatives”. What that 
means is that the AfCTFA will 
help member countries 
develop regional trade 
policies that will promote free 
trade of goods and services 
amongst member countries.

Accordingly, the ADF said 
that “the support will be 
structured under three 
components: institutional 
strengthening of the AfCFTA 
Secretariat; private sector 
support to implement the 
AfCFTA, and support of 
climate-resilient regional and 
continental value chains to 
boost intra-Africa trade.”

“Studies and initiatives will 
be undertaken to identify new 

business and economic 
opportunities for women, to 
help develop the AfCFTA 
Women and Youth in Trade 
Protocol, and to support 
capac i ty  bu i ld ing  and 
targeted business skills for 
women.” It added.

Abdu Mukhtar, Director of 
the  Bank ' s  Indus t r i a l  
Development and Trade 
Department, points out the 
importance of these ties. 
“The relationship between 
the AfCTFA Secretariat and 
the African Development 
Bank Group is crucial to 
achieving greater continental 
trade and the economic 
transformation of Africa. Our 
Board's approval of this grant 
will enable the Secretariat to 
further ensure that trade is 
conducted in a harmonious, 
predictable, and free manner 
on the continent.”

AfCFTA secretariat gets $11m 
from African Development Fund

57% electricity consumers on estimated billing 

Kyari

Sylva

 – Kyari

THE Nigerian Electricity 
Regu la tory  Commiss ion  
(NERC) says 57.07 per cent of 
electricity consumers in the 
country were still on estimated 
billing as at September 2021.

NERC made this known in its 
Third Quarter Report 2021 
obtained recently by the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in 
Lagos from its website.

The document showed that 
only Ikeja, Benin, Enugu and 
Port Harcourt electricity 
Distribution Companies had 
metered over 50 per cent of 
their customers as at the 
period

The huge metering gap for 
end-use customers, according 
to NERC, remains a key 
challenge in the Nigerian 
Electricity Supply Industry 
(NESI).

It added that a total of 
288,431 meters were installed 
in 2021/Q3 as compared to the 

315,717 meters installed in
2021/Q2.
The data showed that out of 

the 11,069,200 registered 
energy customers as at 
Sep tember  2021 ,  on ly  
4,753,027 (42.93 per cent) 
have been metered compared 
to 4,404,013 (39.08 per cent) 
metered as at June 2021 out of 
11 , 058 , 939  r eg i s t e r ed  
Customers.

According to the document, 
the metering status of the 
DisCos as at September 2021 
is: Benin DisCo, 54.54 per 
cent; Abuja, 45.10 per cent; 
Eko, 43.24 per cent; Ikeja, 
63.96 per cent and Enugu, 
55.49 per cent.

Others are: Port Harcourt, 
54.81 per cent; Ibadan, 37.64 
per cent; Jos, 29.12 per cent; 
Kaduna, 21.84 per cent; Kano, 
27.64 per cent; and Yola, 
17.19 per cent

It said as a safeguard against 

overbilling of unmetered 
customers via estimated 
billing, the commission had set 
maximum limits to the amount 
of energy (in kWh) that may be 
e s t i m a t e d  a g a i n s t  a n  
unmetered customer on a 
feeder.

The report said this depends 
on the customer category and 
tariff band with the maximum 
limits computed based on 
three months data of actual 
consumption records of 
metered customers according 
to customer category and tariff 
band.

The document also provided 
update on the efforts of NERC 
to close the metering gap in the 
country through the Meter 
Asset Provider (MAP) scheme 
and the Nat ional  Mass 
Metering Programme (NMMP).

It said: “The MAP initiative 
has since its inception metered 
a total of 591,223 customers.

“Similarly, the NMMP is an 
initiative of the Federal 
Government  o f  N iger ia  
launched in 2021 to rapidly 
bridge the metering gap in the 
NESI.

“This is a policy intervention 
with support from the Central 
Bank of Nigeria for the 
provision of long-term (10-
year tenure) single-digit 
interest loans to DisCos strictly 
for the provision of meters to 
customers.

“This policy provides that 
o n l y  l o c a l  m e t e r  
manufacturers or assemblers 
shall participate in the NMMP.

“Customers are metered on 
DisCo's own account without 
paying for the meters by 
customers except through 
end-user tariffs.

“The NMMP has since its 
inception metered a total 
n u m b e r  o f  7 9 3 , 9 7 8  
customers.” (NAN)

- NERC
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DIGITAL  l i t e racy  i s  

demonstrated when you 

read a book on a Kindle, 

evaluate the reliability of a 

news article that is linked in 

y o u r  s o c i a l  m e d i a  

newsfeed, or make and post 

a YouTube video. Even the 

technology you’re using to 

access this article falls 

under the umbrella of 

digital literacy.
Finding the appropriate 

tools for information 

consumption, sharing, and 

producing content for 

others are some indications 

of someone who is digitally 

literate.
The capacity to search, 

ana lyze,  and convey 

information online or in a 

digital format is known as 

digital literacy. You may 

typically divide the idea of 

“digital literacy” into three 

key abilities, while the 

precise definition may differ 

be tween  bus inesses ,  

academic institutions, or 

other organizations:
Y o u r  m e t h o d  o f  

information intake: This is 

the capacity to carry out 

digital duties like reading an 

online news item, seeing 

your  on l i ne  bank ing  

statements, or utilizing an 

e-reader in a classroom.
E v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  

developing and editing 

videos to writing articles to 

producing and editing PDFs 

falls under this skill set.
Y o u r  m e t h o d  o f  

in format ion t ransfer:  

K n o w i n g  h o w  t o  

communicate knowledge is 

necessary after you have it. 

Writing a tweet, sending an 

e m a i l ,  e x c h a n g i n g  

documents online with your 

Accelerating digital literacy in Nigeria’s economy

team, and other forms of 

communication are all 

e x a m p l e s  o f  

communication.
Digital literacy is essential 

in many aspects of life, from 

education to the workforce. 

It is, however, simply a 

requirement for anyone 

who utilizes the internet.
You may need to access 

a n d  u s e  f o r ms  an d  

applications online because 

they are occasionally the 

only ones available. Knowing 

how to distribute documents 

can keep workflow going, and 

the ability to determine 

whether a website is legitimate 

can save you from headaches. 

The ability to navigate in our 

c o n t e m p o r a r y,  d i g i t a l  

environment requires a basic 

understanding of digital 

literacy.
Acco rd ing  to  UNESCO 

Institute for Information 

Technologies in Education 

(UNESCO IITE 2011), digital 

literacy has beneficial effects on 

learning skills and competencies 

because it broadens the scope of 

potential knowledge.
The importance of digital 

literacy to the successful 

implementation of Nigeria’s 

d i g i t a l  e c o n o m y  w a s  

underscored by the Minister of 

Communications and Digital 

Economy, Prof. Isa Pantami, at 

the one-day virtual workshop, 

organized by NGSTQB, themed: 

“Role of Software Testing in 

Nigeria’s Digital Economy”.
Pantami noted that, for Nigeria 

to achieve its ambitious target of 

95 percent digital literacy level 

by 2030, “we will need to build 

the literacy of citizens, in order, 

for them to understand and 

consume digital services.”
Thus, the awareness of what 

digital literacy is and the reality 

of its influence on our daily lives 

will significantly improve its 

promotion in Nigeria. We can 

dominate our environment in 

many ways with digital literacy. 

We develop into creators of 

ideas that can arouse wants, 

lead to the creation of tools that 

can lessen stress, and effect a 

shift from consumers to 

producers.
R e g a r d l e s s  o f  e a c h  

e m p l o y e e ’ s  f u n c t i o n ,  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  

communication technologies 

(ICT) competencies are 

becoming more and more 

c r u c i a l  f o r  m a n y  

organizations. The variety of 

t e c h n o l o g y  t o o l s  a n d  

r e s o u r c e s  u s e d  t o  

c o m m u n i c a t e ,  c r e a t e ,  

distribute, store, retrieve, and 

m a n a g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

demonstrates the significance 

of digital literacy.
Each technology has a 

different potential depending 

on how it is used. Knowing 

how to evaluate internet 

sources for accuracy and 

reliability of information would 

be considered to be good 

digital literacy.
For instance, utilizing a 

computer requires procedural 

skills (file management), 

c o g n i t i v e  s k i l l s ,  a n d  

emotional-social abilities. 

Digital literacy is a mix of 

these talents (intuitively 

reading the visual messages in 

graphic user interfaces). As 

such, Nigerian educators must 

c o n s t a n t l y  a d a p t  t h e  

curriculum to integrate the 

most recent technological 

developments because the 

components of computer 

literacy are changing as a 

resul t  o f  technologica l  

advancements.
Of course, one cannot 

overstate the value of 

fostering a culture of digital 

literacy in Nigeria. When we 

can use digital technology 

safely and responsibly to 

learn, communicate, and 

collaborate, every citizen of 

this nation can become a 

decent digital literate person.
To support effective and 

integrated quality learning for 

all and to make sure that 

everyone has the necessary 

digital skills to productively 

engage in the digital economy, 

organizations in the public and 

commercial sectors must 

collaborate.
As a result, citizens with 

strong digital literacy will be 

a w a r e  o f  t h e  l e g a l  

rami f i ca t i ons  o f  us ing  

technology negatively as well 

as the rights and obligations 

that come with being online.
S o u r c e :  E c o n o m i c  

confidential.

We live in a technologically dependent world, thus digital literacy is crucial. You may now purchase movie tickets using a 

smartphone, read the news on a portable tablet, or carry books around with you. Digital literacy is the capacity to use, 

comprehend, evaluate, and communicate across a range of digital platforms. FOM GYEM writes.

“Regardless of each employee’s function, information 

and communication technologies (ICT) competencies 

are becoming more and more crucial for many 

organizations. The variety of technology tools and 

resources used to communicate, create, distribute, 

store, retrieve, and manage information demonstrates 

the significance of digital literacy. Each technology has 

a different potential depending on how it is used. 

Knowing how to evaluate internet sources for accuracy 

and reliability of information would be considered to be 

good digital literacy.”

Pantami
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Politics
GOVERNO Ifeanyi Okowa 

o f  De l t a  and  v i ce -
presidential candidate of 
the People's Democratic 
Party (PDP), says the 
v i c t o ry  o f  Ademo la  
Adeleke in the Osun 
governorship election is an 
affirmation of the will of 
the people.

Okowa stated this in a 
congratulatory message 
by  h i s  c h i e f  p r e s s  
secretary, Olisa Ifeajika, 
on Sunday in Asaba.

T h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  
C o m m i s s i o n  ( I N E C )  
declared Adeleke the 
winner of the election after 
scoring 403,371 votes to 
defeat the incumbent, 
Governor Adegboyega 
Oye t o l a  o f  t h e  A l l  
Progressives Congress 
(APC), who polled 375,027 
votes.

According to Okowa, 
Adeleke's victory is the 
af f i rmat ion of  Osun 
people's will, adding that 
Nigerians should always 
stand for good leaders 
with the interest of the 
people at heart as Osun 
people just did.

He said the electorate 
across the 30 local 
government areas of the 
state spoke loudly and 
very  c lear ly  in  the 

affirmation of their choice 
for Adeleke as next 
governor.

He lauded the former 
governor of the state, 
Olagunsoye Oyinlola, Olu 
Alabi and other party 
leaders in Osun for working 
together in the interest of 
PDP and the people of the 
state.

Okowa said the election of 
Adeleke had signposted the 
r e a l i t y  o f  P D P ' s  
determination to rescue 
Nigeria, adding that “the 
mission has just begun.

“Let me congratulate my 
brother, Ademola Adeleke, 
on his victory in the July 16 
governorship election in 
Osun.

AS reactions continue to 
trail the Osun Governorship 
r e s u l t s ,  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu Buhari, the 
People's Democratic Party ( 
PDP) and Atiku Abubakar — 
PDP's presidential candidate 
have congratulated Ademola 
Adeleke, over his victory in 
Saturday's gubernatorial 
election in Osun State.

The PDP candidate won the 
election with a total of 403, 
371 votes to defeat the 
i n c u m b e n t  G o v e r n o r,  
Adegboyega Oyetola, who 
scored 375, 027 votes

President Buhari expressed 
conviction that the people of 
Osun have expressed their 
will through the ballot, 
adding that “ the will of the 
people must always matter 
and be respected in a 
democracy”

President Buhari noted that 
the successful conduct of the 
e l e c t i on  i s  a  f u r the r  
testimony to the maturity 
and commitment of all 
stakeholders, including the 
electoral body, security 
agencies, political parties, 
the media, civil society and 
the electorate, to further 
strengthen the integrity of 
the electoral process in the 
country.

The President reassured the 
nation that the commitment 
of  th is  admin istrat ion 
towards having credible 
elections remains unshaken.

The PDP in a statement, 
also congratulated Adeleke 
for emerging victorious in the 
keenly contested election

In a statement by the 
party's National Chairman, 
Iyorchia Ayu, stated that the 
convincing win of 403,371 
against Gov. Oyetola's 
375,027 is ample proof of 
Osun people's loyalty to the 
party.

Ayu had recalled how a few 
days ago, the defeated and 
o u t g o i n g  G o v e r n o r,  
Adegboyega Oyetola and his 
p a r t y,  t h e  A P C ,  d i d  
everything to frustrate the 
party

“This included denying us 
the use of any public facility 
in the state capital for our 
mega-rally.

“We had to use the party's 
state secretariat. As it were, 
we couldn't have access to 
the stadium, but we had 
access to the people's hearts, 
loyalty and votes.

“ Tw e l v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  
specifically on November, 
2010, the PDP lost Osun state 
– not through the ballot-box 
– but via a judicial coup 
(ruling).

“ T ha t  c oup  ( r u l i n g )  
terminated the action-
packed tenure of Olagunsoye 
Oyinlola. And since then, 
Osun has been frozen in 
execut ive misrule and 
underdevelopment.

“Four years ago, the PDP 
won the governorship, but 
our Candidate, Sen. Adeleke, 
was robbed of victory in 
broad daylight. We went back 
to the drawing-board, and 
today, we have reclaimed our 
victory.

“Today is, therefore, not 
just a day of double 
restoration – it's a day of 
redemption too. It restores 

Buhari, PDP, Atiku hail victorious Adeleke

PDP to power and redeems 
the Osun people from the 
scourge of mediocrity, empty 
promises and excuses.

“You have kept faith with 
the PDP. You refused to be 
intimidated. You refused to 
be bought  over  w i th  
foodstuffs and 30 silver 
coins. You said no to 
thuggery and vote-fraud. 
You have done well.

“I thank the PDP National 
Campaign Council for the 
Osun State Governorship 
Election, headed by His 
Excellency Gov. Duoye Diri, 
f o r  a  s u p e r l a t i v e  
performance. I thank our 
Vice Presidential Candidate 
Governor Arthur Ifeanyi 
Okowa for tireless work.
PDP is proud of all of you.

The party described the 
election as a referendum on 
t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  A P C  
stewardship, and proves 
conclusively that Nigerians 
want PDP back, adding that “ 
indeed, PDP is coming!”

The party also commended 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
as well as security agencies 
for toeing the path of 
neutrality and ensuring that 
the votes counted.

“The task before us now is 
to transit from Opposition to 
Governance . This we shall 
do. With OSUN DONE, NEXT 
VILLA!”

The party's flag bearer in 
the 2023 President ia l  
election, Atiku Abubakar, in 
his congratulatory message, 
stated that he has always 
had affection for the people 
of Osun State for obvious 
reasons.

“Yes, my wife hails from 
there, but if you have to walk 
a difficult path and you need 
men and women of courage 
and astute valour, the people 
of Osun will never be a 
disappointment.

“At this point in time when 
our country needs to take a 
break from the shameful 
effects of bad governance, it 
shall be on record that Osun 
State provided the compass 
into that brighter future that 
awaits us at the horizon.

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
r e f e r e n d u m  o n  t h e  
administration of the APC 
has commenced with the 
verdict of the people of Osun 
State in electing Ademola 
Adeleke, while we know that 
the 2023 general election 
will be a full referendum.
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APC will respond to PDP's victory after studying 
election result 

ADEGBOYEGA Oyetola, 
Osun State Governor and 
governorship candidate of 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), says he has taken 
cognisance of the results 
of  the governorship 
election in the state as 
a n n o u n c e d  b y  t h e  
Independent National 

Electoral Commission 
(INEC) and will respond 
appropriately.

The governor, who was 
defeated by Ademola 
Adeleke of the People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) in 
the recently concluded 
governorship election, said 
he would need time to 

study the results as 
declared by INEC and 
consult with some critical 
stakeholders of the party, 
before a response.

In a statement issued by 
his Chief Press Secretary, 
Ismail Omipidan, Oyetola 
called on his supporters to 
remain calm, and the 
people of the State to go 
about their businesses 
without let or hindrance.

The Governor also called 
on security operatives to 
ensure maintenance of law 
and order.  He,  has 
t h e r e f o r e ,  d i r e c t e d  
security operatives to take 
adequate charge so as to 
prevent break down of law 
and order.

T h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  
Commission (INEC) had 
announced the Peoples' 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
governorship candidate, 
Senator Ademola Adeleke 
as the winner of the July 16 
election. 

Bauchi NNPP exco condemn suspension of chairman 

Adeleke's victory affirmation
 of the people's will-Okowa

Okowa

T H E  B a u c h i  S t a t e  
Executive of the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party 
(NNPP) has condemned 
the purported suspension 
of its state chairman, 
Alhaji Sani Shehu Sanin 
Malam, by the North East 
Zonal Secretary of the 
party, Babayo Liman.

Legal Adviser of the party 
in the state,  Barrister 
Mohammed A Mohammed, 
told journalists in Bauchi 
that the action of the so 
called Zonal Secretary of 
the party was illegal and 

therefore not acceptable by 
the state chapter. 

Adding that the Zonal 
Secretary's interference in 
the state affairs was 
unconstitutional, null and 
void because he and his 
cohorts didn't follow due 
process. And he has no 
constitutional right to 
suspend any member of 
the  state executive.

Barrister Mohammed said 
the speed by which it 
r e m o v e d  t h e  s t a t e  
chairman from office 
without recourse to the 
a r t i c l e  1 7  o f  t h e  
Constitution of the party, 
violating any section of the 
constitution makes their 
action null and void.

He said the section said 
“If any member of the State 
Executive Committee of the 
party is accused of any 
wrongdoing, a disciplinary 

committee must be set up 
to investigate, give the 
accused fair hearing by 
giving him the opportunity 
to defend himself and 
s u b m i t  t h e i r  
recommendations before 
taking any action. But they 
didn't do anything like 
that.”

“Since nothing was done 
to authenticate their 
action, their action is null 
a n d  v o i d .  We  t h e  
E xe cu t i ve s  Ne two r k  
Committee are with our 
chairman, and we will not 
allow the unconstitutional 
action of any member to 
cause confusion in the 
party”

Mohammed reaffirmed 
that Sani Shehu Sanin 
Ma l am rema in s  t he  
chairman of NNPP in 
Bauchi State.

From ABBAS 
GUNGURA, Bauchi

– Oyetola

Oyetola

Alkali

Adeleke
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AHEAD of the 2023 general 

elections, the Senior Special 

Assistants (SSA) to Governor  

Abdullahi Sule of Nasarawa 

State on Urban Development 

Alhaji Ibrahim Bala Mulki has 

drummed support for the 

Governor to enable him renew 

his mandate and consolidate 

o n  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  

a c h i e v e m e n t s .  B y  h i s  

administration. 
Speaking with newsmen in 

Keffi the SSA contended that 

since the Governor was able to 

secure the ticket of the party to 

enable him re-contest for his 

position what has become 

imperative for the people of 

the state is to support him to 

enable him do more and break 

new ground in terms of service 

delivery to the people of the 

state. 
The SSA who was full of 

praises for the Governor for 

t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  

developmental programmes 

a n d  p r o j e c t  t h a t  h i s  

administration was able to 

i n i t i a t e  a n d  e x e c u t e  

particularly in Keffi to include 

the construction of various 

roads culverts, drainage and 

bridges across the local 

government. 
He further expressed de light 

that the construction of Keffi 

ne ighbourhood  market ,  

schools, Health care facilities 

among others have been 

impacting on the lives of the 

people positively as such a 

good turn deserves another 

meaning that the gesture 

should be a reciprocal one. 
“Given the remarkable 

performances of the governor 

in terms of the initiation and 

e x e c u t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  

developmental programmes 

and projects that have been 

impacting positively on the life 

the people, the governor 

therefore deserves another 

mandate to enable him 

consolidate on his various 

achievements and even break 

new grounds in service 

delivery to the people” he 

stated.     
Mulki who is quite confident 

that given the good intentions 

of the Governor to live the 

state better than he met it, 

m o r e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

programmes and projects 

were in the pipeline as such it 

has become necessary for the 

people of the state not the to 

allow such opportunity to slip 

away from them. 
“With the body language of 

the Governor that indicates 

that he has good intentions to 

leave the state better than he 

met it is another opportunity 

for the people of the state to 

rally round him by re-electing 
him to enable him does more,” 

he stressed. 
On the issues of peace and 

security of the people's lives 

and property across the state, 

the SSA further commended 

the governor for the various 

measures taken to guarantee 

the safety of the people's lives 

THE People's Democratic 
Party (PDP), has insisted 
that the embattled Taraba 
governorship candidate of 
the party, Col. Agbu Kefas 
(rtd) was screened by a 
"special committee" of the 
party.

This was part of a witness 
statement presented at a 
Federal High Court sitting in 
Jalingo on Monday presided 
over by Justice Simeone 
Akpa Amobeda, in the 
ongoing pre-election case 
between the Peop les  
Democratic Party (PDP) 
governorship candidate, 
Ke f a s  A g b u  a n d  a n  
aggrieved governorship 
aspirant of the party, 
Professor Jerome Nyameh.

A  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  
defendant, Jacob Oche 
Otopa, while testifying on 
Thursday before the Judge, 
said Agbu did not only 
purchase the forms but was 
as well screened by "a 
s p e c i a l  s c r e e n i n g  
committee" set up by the 
party.

The witness who came 
f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
secretariat of the party 
t h r o u g h  i t s  l e g a l  
d e p a r t m e n t ,  s a i d  a  
s c r een i ng  commi t t ee  
a s s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  
responsibility of screening 
eligible aspirants who "due 
to one reason and the other 
could not participate in the 
initial screenings was set up 
by the party, admitting that 
Agbu fell into such a group.

Otopa, an official of the 
legal department of the 
party affirmed that the 
incumbent governorship 
candidate of the party for 
the state "was screened and 
found fit to participate in the 
pa r t y ' s  gove rno r sh i p  

primary in Taraba."
The witness who also doubles 

as the Secretary of the Taraba 
state governorship primary 
election committee, said the 
National Working Committee of 
the party, also "issued him 
(Agbu) a qualification to 
contest in the primary."

The aggrieved aspirant had at 
last week closed his case and 
prayed for the court to restrain 
Agbu from parading himself as 
the party's governorship 
candidate of the state.

He alleged that Agbu did not 

p u r c h a s e  t h e  p a r t y ' s  

expression of interest and 

nomination forms, and that he 

did not also participate in the 

party's governorship screening 

exercise which took place in 

Bauchi state.
The party backed up their 

evidence with various exhibits 

and also told the court that the 

plaintiff did not appeal against 

the outcome of the primary 

which according to them, was 

monitored by the Independent 

National Electoral Commission 

(INEC). 
Counsel to the plaintiff also 

objected to most of the exhibits 

tendered by the defendant 

before the court.
The Judge then went ahead 

and directed the counsels 

involved to go ahead and file for 

adoption of all their written 

addresses. 
The sitting then adjourned till 

Thursday 21 July, 2022.

Stories by 
MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, 

Keffi

and properties especially by 

taking the various security 

strategies in many flash 

points of the state. 
He however appealed to the 

people of the state to continue 

to live in peace and harmony 

with one another and support 

constituted authorities to 

enable the authorities serve 

them better as well as report 

any suspicious security issues 

to the appropriate authorities 

for necessary actions. 
The SSA who contended 

that  s ince secur i ty  is  

everybody's business all 

hands must be on deck to that 

the security of lives and 

prosperities were adequately 

provided through synergy 

and collaborations.  Darius

Sule

Politics

2023: SSA drums 
support for Gov. Sule

PDP stands on Kefas as 
Taraba guber candidate

From, VICTOR GAI, 
Jalingo

THE Chairman Board of 

Trustee (BoT) of the People's 

Democratic Party (PDP) 

Senator Walid Jibrin has 

described the recent victory 

recorded by the party in the 

j u s t  c on c l uded  Osun  

Governorship election as a 

great turning point for the 

party in the forth coming 

general elections in the 

country. 
S p e a k i n g  w i t h  T H E  

NIGERIA STANDARD via 

telephone interview, Senator 

Jibrin further described the 

victory recorded by his party 

as highly encouraging and a 

ray of hope that has 

strengthened them to work 

Osun victory is turning point for party - Walid

A Nasarawa State House of 
Assembly candidate under 
the platform of the Social 
Democratic Party (SDP) for 
Keffi West Constituency Hon. 
Muntassim Ramalan Abbass 
has re-assured of his 
determination to be guided 
by the wishes and aspirations 
o f  the  peop le  o f  h is  
constituency if elected in 
2023 general elections. 

Addressing his teeming 
supporters in Keffirecently, 
Abbass stated that unlike 
what was obtained before 
from the other legislators he 
would do his best to change 

the narrative by making his 
representat ion  peop le  
based. 

“Unlike what it used to be 
b e f o r e ,  my  s t y l e  o f  
representation which was 
based on services is going to 
be people driven or people 
focus in such a way that their 
wishes and aspirations are 
going to be my guiding 
lights” he assured. 

Abbass who was a senior 
civil servant before venturing 
into politics stated that his 
burning desire to provide 
services to his people 
informed his decision to 
make himself available for 

the contest. 
I n f a c t  m y  s t r o n g  

determination to provide 
meaningful services to my 
people responsible for my 
continued outings to contest 
for the state House of 
Assembly seat especially 
that I possess all that is 
required to make the 
difference in terms of service 
delivery,” he asserted. 

On why he dumped his 
former  par ty  the A l l  
Progressive Congress (APC) 
to SDP he attributed such to 
injustice, undemocratic 
t endenc i e s  and  non-
provision of level playing 

ground for him to contest 
as such he has no option 
than back out and happily 
he was warmly accepted 
and provided with the 
ticket to contest under the 
present platform. 

The Nasarawa State 
House of Assembly hopeful 
who expressed delight that 
his candidature under the 
auspices of the SDP is 
recording a significant 
amount of acceptance and 
encouraging, thanked his 
teeming supporters for 
standing firmly behind him 
despite all odds. 

While describing such 

‘I will be guided by people’s wishes, aspirations’

harder towards future 

v i c t o r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  

upcoming elections in the 

country. 
“In fact the recent Osun 

victory is a great stimulus 

that has strengthened us and 

given us a ray of hope that 

future elections in the 

country would produce 

victory for us”, he asserted.  

“I also want to say that the 

Osun victory is a litmus test 

that would continue to 

inspire us to do more 

believing that we will be able 

to change the narrative and 

restore our lost glory and be 

back in power,” he further 

asserted.    
The BoT Chairman who 

specially congratulated the 
Governor-elect and the PDP 

family in the state however 

tasked them to see their 

victory as an opportunity to 

serve the people not to be 

served. 
“You should see the victory 

as an opportunity to serve 

because leadership is not a 

bed of roses but a platform for 

whoever is in that position to 

serve those under him justly 

and fairly,” he stated. 
Jibrin then tasked the 

teeming PDP supporters to be 

firm, resolute and committed 

towards promoting the ideals 

of the party which he said is 

now adequately prepared to 

regain its lost glory by 

clinching the seat of power in 

all the available political 

positions in the country in 

2023.  
To the people of Osun state, 

the BOT chairman thanked 

them for electing the PDP this 

time around and assured them 

that they would never regret 

their actions because their 

new Governor-elect Senator 

Nurudeen Adeleke is a 

committed and competent 

person that has the passion, 

zeal and determination to 

serve the people diligently. 
Jibrin also commended the 

e l e c t o r a l  b o d y ,  t h e  

I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l  

Electoral Commission (INEC) 

for what he described as a job 

well done. 

development as a sign of 
victory, he however appealed 
to his teeming supporters to 
remain firm, resolute and 
committed with a view to 
make the end justify the 
means.
He then stressed the need for 
his supporters to endeavour 
to obtain their Permanent 
Voters Cards (PVCs) to enable 
them have the power or 
opportunity to vote during the 
election saying that the PVC 
has become a veritable 
e l e m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  
guarantee them their civic 
responsibilities during the 
exercise.

Jibrin
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Ademola Adeleke, candidate of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) has won the Osun election. Adeleke won in 17 Local 
Government Areas while Governor Gboyega Oyetola of the All Progtessives Congress (APC) won in 13 Local Government Areas.  
ZEBULON AGOMUO and RAZAQ AYINLA writes.  

Meet Adeleke, Osun governor-elect

Politics

PROFILE of Ademola 
Adeleke 

Early life
Adeleke was born on March 6, 

1960, to the family of Ayoola 
Adeleke and Esther in Enugu, 
South East geopolitical zone of 
Nigeria. Ademola Adeleke is 62 
years old.

 Academic qualifications
A d e l e k e  b e g a n  h i s  

elementary education at 
Methodist Primary School in 
Surulere, Lagos State, and later 
transferred to Nawarudeen 
Primary School in Ikire. He also 
attended Ede Muslim Grammar 
School Ede, completing his 
secondary education before 
moving to the US to join his two 
elder brothers.

He enrolled at Atlanta 
Metropolitan State College, 
where he earned a Bachelor of 
Science in criminal justice in 
2021.

 Working experience
Ademola Adeleke is a 

successful businessman and 
administrator who served as 
Pacific Holdings Limited's group 
Executive Director from 2001 to 
2016.

Pacific Holdings Limited was 
his brother's company as at 
then. From 1985 to 1988, 
Ademola worked as a service 
contractor for Quicksilver 
Courier Company in Atlanta, 
Georgia, the United States.

From 1990 to 1994, he served 

as vice president of Origin 
International LLC, a flavour and 
f ragrance manufactur ing 
company in Atlanta, Georgia, 
US.

Personal life
Ademola Adeleke is an affable 

man and is fondly called the 
Dancing Senator, following his 
dramatic victory dance when he 
was declared the winner of the 
Osun West Senatorial District 
by-election.

Adeleke is an uncle to popular 

pop artiste, Davido and the 
father of another popular singer 
B-red.

His hobbies include dancing 
and singing; he even claims to 
have taught his son and his 
nephew, Davido, how to sing.

Senator Adeleke, holds the 
traditional title of Otunba of Oke-
Ila Orangun.

 Adeleke's political career
Until the death of his elder 

brother, Isiaka Adeleke, the head 
of Adeleke's empire, who died on 
April 23, 2017, Ademola was 
relatively unknown in politics 
before then.

Osun West Senatorial District 
and other party powerful men 
agreed to return the ticket to 
Adeleke's empire, as such; 
Demola stepped in to fill Isiaka's 
vacancy in the Senate since it is 
required to do so by the 
constitution.

It was a shock win in the by-
election for Adeleke. Nine of the 
ten local governments in the 
senatorial district elected him, and 
he received 97,280 votes in total. 
He dedicated his victory to his late 
brother.

On September 22, 2018, 
Adeleke ran for governorship of 
Osun State as a member of the 
People's Democratic Party (PDP) 
against APC's Gboyega Oyetola 
and Iyiola Omisore, candidate of 
the Social Democratic Party (SDP).

The Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) ruled 
the election inconclusive and 
scheduled a rerun for September 
27, 2018. Oyetola, a candidate for 
the APC, won the run-off election.

Adeleke called the election a 
“coup” and opposed the outcome. 
On March 22, 2019, a Tribunal 
proclaimed Adeleke, winner of the 
election.

BusinessDay

Until June 2019, he served as a 
senator for Nigeria's Osun-West 
senatorial district. His family hails 
from Ede in Ede Local Government 
Area.

Does who wins February's presidential election ? matter

BUHARI came to power in a 
blaze of glory in 2015, his global 
goodwill rose high to the 
heavens. However, seven years 
after, the nation's economy is 
gasping for breath and in the 
unusually long-lame-duck 
presidency that Nigeria faces, 
the odds are that the flagging 
economy will relapse even 
further.

Buhari had replaced Goodluck 
Jonathan who was infamously 
called clueless by Buhari's 
propaganda machine, and many 
western governments had 
vowed not to do business with 
t h e  t h e n  o u t g o i n g  
administration over mounting 
cases of corruption. However, 
today, Buhari's administration is 
arguably the one better suited to 
be called clueless.

The president,  h imsel f,  
betrayed his own ignorance of 
simple economic matters when 
he failed to identify the 
magnitude of the burden that a 
r e ck l e s s  pe t ro l  subs i dy  
programme placed on the 
economy and in the end, he 
chooses to ignore what is 
perhaps today the biggest hole 
in the country's finances

Senior officials in Buhari's 
government say privately they 
are aware of the hopeless state 
of the economy, especially in the 

midst of a devastating cost of 
living crisis that is not abating.

Why is Nigeria's economy in 
such a bad state? Buhari came to 
power  w i th  l i t t le  or  no  
preparation to stem the collapse 
of the continent's biggest 
economy, which was already 
challenged by the fall in oil prices, 
and instead he superintended 
over its worsening.

For six months, the president 
could not appoint his ministers 
and when he eventually did, 
Nigerians bemoaned a cabinet 
that was at best second class and 
even at that the president failed 
to give clear mandate to his 
cabinet to urgently turn around 
the economy. The president, 
himself, betrayed his own 
ignorance of simple economic 
matters when he failed to identify 
the magnitude of the burden that 
a reckless petrol subsidy 
programme placed on the 
economy and in the end, he 
chooses to ignore what is 
perhaps today the biggest hole in 
the country's finances.

Buhar i  embarked  on  a  
borrowing binge after the petrol 
subsidy spending emptied the 
treasury and Nigeria's debt level 
rose, an already weakened fiscal 
position became even more 
helpless. Nigeria's debt servicing 
relat ing only to interest 

payments now consume virtually 
all of the government's revenues 
and the country's bonds are 
facing the threat of being 
declared junk.

Last week, the president called 
the job of managing Nigeria 
tough, saying, “I am eager to 
go.” But he has made the job 
tougher than it should have been 
and for the people who voted him 
into power, he is leaving them 
worse off.

According to Bloomberg, 
“Buhari's policies such as import 
curbs have spurred inflation as 
they limit supplies of some 
goods, yet manufacturing is still 
inadequate.  The country 
produces way less power than it 
needs and imports petrol despite 
being Africa's biggest oil 
producer. Debt repayments eat 
up almost all of government 
revenue and the naira has 
plummeted to repeated lows 
during Buhari's time in office.”

It concluded, “Nigeria is home 
to more extremely poor people 
than any other country,  
according to a United Nations' 
m e a s u r e ,  a n d  t h e  
unemployment rate has surged 
to among the world's highest. 
The outgoing president may be 
satisfied with his performance 
but it's unlikely that most 
Nigerians will agree with him.”

Nigeria is poised to lose its 
frontier market status because 
of persistent foreign-exchange 
shortages in Africa's largest 
economy with MSCI Inc. 
considering downgrading the 
MSCI Nigeria indexes to 
standalone markets status from 
frontier market because of “a 
c o n t i n u a l  a n d  s e v e r e  
deterioration in the ability to 
repatriate funds from Nigeria.”

The loss of frontier market 
status could cast doubts on 
perhaps the only bright spot in 
Nigeria's flagging economy and 
stir more despair for investors 
with Africa's biggest crude 
producer rationing dollars 
despite a surge in oil prices.

Nigerian bonds have sold off 
sharply this year, with the spread 
on the Bloomberg EM Sovereign 
Nigeria index rising by 327bps 
year-to-date (ytd) through 17 
June versus a 105bps rise in the 
aggregate index. This has 
happened largely because of a 
chronic mismanagement of 
Nigeria's exchange rate regime 
t h a t  h a s  l i m i t e d  t h e  
improvement of Nigeria's 
current account and weighed 
severely on its financial account, 
with gross reserves actually 
declining to below $39 billion 
from $40.5 billion at the 
beginning of the year,

Does it matter who wins February's presidential election? Nigeria's economy is already damaged. The front runners in next year's presidential 
election are stepping up their campaigns, but more and more Nigerians are asking if it would matter who wins the crucial election in 2023, given 
that the country's economy has already been damaged by seven years of mismanagement under the outgoing government of President 
Muhammadu Buhari. TITI OMOBUDE writes.

PDP National Chairman with the Osun governor elect 
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THE Chief of Plateau State 
indigenes resident in Nassarawa 
State, Chief Enoch Bulus Dalang 
(SP) Rtd has assured the 
Nassarawa Sate Government of 
the continued support, co-
operation, commitment and 
loyalty to the implementation of 
Policies and Programmes of the 
State Government under the  
leadership of Engr. Abdullah 
Sule, the Executive Governor of 
Nassarawa State by the Plateau 
indigenes resident in the state.

He made the assurance in a 
statement issued and made 
available to THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD Jos.

According to him, he was in the 
office of the Commissioner to 
solicit for the support and 
cooperation of the Ministry as it's 
the Ministry that is saddled with 
the responsibility of Chieftaincy 
Affairs in the State,  which is also  
the office of the chief of Plateau 
indigenes resident in the state is 
under. He pointed that it is only 
by coming to the office of the 
Commissioner to introduce 
himself and also to identify with 
the laudable achievements of 
the ministry in the area of 
chieftaincy disputes, and to 
carve a nuctre in the state.

Chief Dalang added that he 
was also in the office to try to 
establish a cordial relationship 
and partnership with the 
Ministry because as the chief of 
Plateau indigene in the State he 
needs to always collaborate with 
the  ministry in order to Know its 
activates from time to time in 
a r e a  o f  c o m m u n i t y  
development.

The statement added that 
there are advantages the 
PLATEAU INDIGENES WILL 
STAND TO BENEFIT AND 
ACHIEVE IN Nasarawa State but 
this can only be achieved when 
his subjects are loyal and 
committed to Government of the 
state by doing the needful at all 
times. 

He further said, he has 
mobilized his people in all Local 
Government Areas of the state 
to come out and register in the 
on-going voters registration and 
also to make sure they collect 
their Permanent Voters Card 
(PVCs), as it is the only way for 
them to make a choice during 
election, in the 2023 general 
election in the state. 

H e  d i s c l o s e d  t o  t h e  
Commissioner for Government 
and Chieftaincy Affairs, Alhaji 
Turaki that plans are on ground 
by his palace to go on 
enlightening campaign and 
create awareness among the 
people of Plateau resident in 
Nasarawa State. This is aimed to 
help them their franchise. And 
that is the only way they can be 
respected and have a fair 
sharing of the dividends of 
democracy in the state.  

Chief Dalang commended the 
laudable achievements of 
Governor Abdyullahi Sule in the 
a r e a  o f  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  
development in the state among 
many others.

Responding the Commissioner 
for Ministry of Local Government 
and  Ch ie f ta incy  A f fa i r s ,  
Nasarawa State, Alhaji (Hon 
Yusuf Aliyu Turaki, and although 
the visit is unscheduled but it is 
timely. He appreciated Chief 
Dalang for finding time to come 
to the ministry for an advocacy 
visit in other to establish 
relationship and also to find 
ways  on  how they  can 
collaborate and partner together 
for the growth and development 
of the state. 

He assured Chief Enoch Dalang 
that the ministry wi l ldo 

everything humanly possible to 
see that the stool of the Chief of 
Plateau indigenes in the state is 
highly honoured and given 
recognition at all times, as 
Plateau and Nasarawa State are 
brothers and sisters. He pointed 
out that as long as Plateau 
indigenes in Nasarawa State will 
be supporting the administration 
of Engr. Abdullahi Sule, the sky 
will be their limit in acheiveing 
whatever they want to achieve in 
the state, assuring him of a 
cordial working relationship 
between the ministry and the 
palace o the Schief of Plateau 
indigenes in the state

The commissioner wish him 
long life and prosperity as he 
pilots the affairs of the Plateau 
people resident in Nasarawa 
State. And advised him to be 
transparent in dealing with the 
affairs of the people because 
they are the major constituency 
in which he operates within, and 
he should always ask. God for 
wisdom and guidance to enable 
him succeed in the heetic task 
before him.

Turaki assured him that the 

ministry's doors are widely open 

for any consultation that will lead 

By
 POLYCARP ISHAYA

to a peaceful co-existence among 

the people of Plateau State with 

their host communities in 

Nasarawa State and the country 

at large.
The statement also added that 

Chief Enoch John Bulus Dalang 
th

was coronated on the 26  

November 2021 (Friday) and he 

was also issued with a certificate 

of conferment of chieftaincy title 

as chief of Plateau indigenes 

resident in Nasarawa State by his 

Royal Highness, the Emir of Lafia 

Nasarawa State, Justice Sidi 

Bage Mohammed I jsc rtd.
Chief Enoch Dalang served in 

the Nigeria Police Force and rose 

to the rank of Supt. of Police (sp) 

AND HE was also the pay master 

of the Nigeria Police Force in 

Lafia, Nasarawa State Command 
st

and retired on the 1  April 2009.
Chief Enoch Dalang hails from 

Abwor-Dyis village in Lankan 

district of Pankshin Local 

Government Area of Plateau 

State, Nigeria. He is married with 

seven children, four boys and 

three girls. He is a devoted 

Christian of the COCIN faith.

Plateau indigenes in Nasarawa 
pledge support, cooperation

KADUNA State Governor, 
Malam Nasir El Rufai has 
approved the work plan of 
the Kaduna State Universal 
Basic Education Board 
(KAD-SUBEB), for the 
recruitment of 10,000 
teachers through an online 
process.

 A statement issued by 
theExecutive Chairman of 
KAD-SUBEB, Malam Tijjani 
Abdullahi, stated that the 
Board ''had commissioned 
Kaduna State University 
(KASU) to design and upload 
a recruitment portal, which 
will go live on Thursday, July 
21st,2022.”  

 The Executive Chairman 
further said that'' suitably  
qualified candidates with 
either a National Certificate 
of Education (NCE) from an 
accredited institution, a 
Bache lor ' s  Degree  in  
Education(B. Ed, B.A Ed, 
B.Sc, Bd, B. Tech in any 
discipline from a reputable 
university) are eligible to 
apply.”

According to him, ''the 
portal will be opened for two 
weeks from the first day it 
goes live on July 21st,  2022, 
to August 5th, 2022 when it 
willbe closed. 'There will be a 
s c h o o l - b y - s c h o o l  
requirement on the portal 
and applicants are expected 
to apply to schools closest to 
their residences,” he said. 
He also explained that they '' 

w i l l  be  sc reened  and  
successful ones will be invited 
to sit for a Computer-Based 
Examination at three centres 
Kaduna, Zaria and Kafanchan 
towns.” ''Only those that 
s c o r e d  7 5 % i n  t h e  
examination, which is the 
standard that has been set by 
Kaduna State Government, 
will be invited for oral 
interview,” he clarified.

Malam Tijjani also said that 

''successful applicants are 
expected to come along  with 
originals and photocopies of 
their credentials for the  
interview. The originals will 
be sighted while photo-
copies of all certificates will 
be given to the panel.” 

The executive chairman  
promised that KADSUBEB 
will immediately send all 
photocopies of  credentials 
to various schools for 
verification.

Kaduna government 
to recruit teachers online

From  JOHN FWAH Kaduna

A total of 22,415 Taraba 
citizens, 2740 households 
and 32 markets are to benefit 
from the Nigeria Covid-19 
A c t i o n  Re c o ve r y  a n d  
Economic Stimulus (NG 
CARES) program.

This was made known by 
the Taraba State Governor, 
Darius Ishaku, during the 
Nigeria Covid-19 Action 
Recovery and Economic 

S t imu lu s  (NG  CARES)  
programme for result which 
held in Jalingo, Saturday.

According to Ishaku, who 
was represented by the 
Commissioner of Budget and 
Economic Planning and 
Chairman, State CARES 
Steering Committee, Solomon 
Elisha, Taraba has met all the 
requirements to participate in 
the programme as well as 
intervention in three result 
areas and six disbursement 
link indicators.

"With this intervention, 
Taraba citizens numbering 
22,415 are expected to 
benefit directly from the 
programme. This is aside the 
livelihood grants to 2,740 
households targeting the 
economically active youth and 
women with the upgrading of 
32 wet markets to safer 
functional ones.

“The intervention in the 
state has four (4) components 
referred to as Delivery 
Platforms (DPs) Namely: 
Community  and Soc ia l  
Development Agency (CSDA), 
FADAMA, Special Grant 
Transfer (SGT) and Micro and 
Small Enterprise (MSE).

"I am aware that the 

implementation of NG-CARES 

will cost the nation the sum of 

$750 million and each state 

will be accessing the sum of 

$ 2 0  m i l l i o n  t h r o u g h  

Programme for Result (PfR) to 

cushion the effect of the 

pandemic on her citizenry, I 

am also aware that the sum of 

N900 mill ion has been 

advanced to the State for 

intervention in three result 

a r e a s  a n d  s i x  ( 6 )  

d i s b u r s e m e n t  l i n k  

indicators," Ishaku stated.
According to him, in order 

t o  f a s t  t r a c k  t h e  

implementation of the 

program, he approved the 

flag off of the 2022 wet 

season input distribution 

and also rendered technical 

support in terms of capacity 

building for the officers that 

will be implementing the 

programme. 
S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  

programme,  Nat iona l  

Coordinator, NG-CARES, Dr. 

Abdulkarim Obaje, said N-

CARES has 4.5 million direct 

beneficiaries and that they 

are targetting 20 million 

d i r e c t  a n d  i n d i r e c t  

beneficiaries after two 

years of implementation, 

drawn from the physically 

challenged, urban poor, the 

chronically ill and the aged.
He disclosed that Taraba 

was not doing well in 

implementation of the 

programme which was what 

prompted the capacity 

building training.
"The governor, Darius 

Ishaku wants all the 

delivery platforms to be at 

the top of their games 

before the resources are 

released for them to start 

implementation. And that is 

why this this training is 

deliberately called to enable 

us give them the required 

capacity," he said.
He added that fadama has 

been singled out as a 

delivery platform because 

of its special requirement.
Ishaku was very confident 

that with the resources 

available, implementation 

would move fast.

Taraba to benefit from
 Covid-19 NG-CARES

By 
VICTOR GAI, Jalingo

THE Bauchi State Council of 
the Nigeria Union of Journalists 
(NUJ) recently conducted a one 
day training workshop for 
members of the State Executive 
Council (SEC).

The training workshop which 
took place at the Mohammed 
Abdullahi Conference Hall of the 
union centered on ethical 
issues, reporting for peaceful 
coexistence in the society and 
how journalists can protect 
themselves from falling victims 
to cyber frauds, among others.

Comrade Umar Sa'idu, the 
state chairman of the union in 
his opening remarks said  the 
workshop was mainly organized 
for  SEC members and was  first 
of its kind in the history of the 
union in Bauchi.

The NUJ Chairman reiterated 
h i s  des i r e  t o  con t i nue  
organizing such training and re-
training for members in order to 
update them with the current 
knowledge of how to contribute 
towards the development of the 
society.

T h e  N U J  c h a i r m a n  
commended the Bauchi State 
government for providing  
befitting office accommodation 
for the union as well as studio 
for the NTA Bauchi and for 
showing commitment towards 
resuscitating the State owned 

media houses, BATV/ BRC.
He said that the development 

will enable the two media houses 
owned by the Bauchi State to 
compete  w i th  i t s  s i s te r  
organizations across the country.

The NUJ chairman however, 
used this opportunity to remind 
the state government of it earlier 
promise to upgrade the NUJ 
secretariat to enable journalists 
have a conducive environment to 
operate.

Comrade Umar frowned at 
groups and individuals who are 
fun  o f  i n t im ida t ing  and 
humiliating journalists while 
carrying out their constitutional 
obligations.

He  re - emphasized that the 
leadership of the NUJ will not fold 
its hands and watch such class of 
people looking down on his 
members  w i thout  tak ing  
necessary actions to protect 
them, concluding that enough is 
enough.

According to him, there is no 
society or government that 
would succeed without press 
freedom.

The NUJ Chairman however, 
cautioned his members to always

pract i ce  the profess ion 

according to its ethics, especially 
by ensuring objectivity, fairness, 
accuracy and balancing in their 
reportage.

C o m r a d e  U m a r  w h i l e  
commending journalists in 
Bauchi for their fair and 
balanced reportage, especially 
during the last party primaries, 
warned that the union will not 
hesitate to sanction any erring 
member.

He therefore, urged his 
members to continue with the 
good efforts to ensure peaceful 
general elections come 2023.

Comrade Umar urged the 
participants at the workshop to 
pay serious attention during the 
training in order to derive 
maximum benefit from it which 
he said will not only benefit the 
participants but the society in 
general.

Three resource persons who 
were invited to train the SEC 
members by the NUJ include, 
the immediate past  National 
Secretary of the union, Mr. 
Shuaibu Usman Leman, former 
NUJ chairman and lecturer with 
the Department of Mass 
Communication, Abubakar 
Tatari Ali Polytechnic Bauchi , 
Comrade Mohammed Sani 
Mohammed and an IT expert in 
Bauchi, Malam Biliyaminu 
Jambil.

Bauchi NUJ holds training workshop 
for SEC members 

From 
ABBAS GUNGURA,, Bauchi

el-Rufai
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THE Federal Ministry of 
Humanitarian Affairs, Disaster 
Management and Social 
Development (FMHADMSD), 
said it had employed and 
trained 7,452 Independent 
Monitors to ensure effective 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  
monitoring of the integrated 
National Social Investment 
Programmes (N-SIP) across 
t h e  c o u n t r y .
 The Minister, FMHADMSD, 
S a d i y a  U m a r - Fa r o u q ,  
disclosed this at inauguration 
of the training and onboarding 
o f  3 0 0 0  S t r e a m  2  
Independent Monitors of the 
N-SIP in Lokoja at the 
w e e k e n d .
The Minister, who was 
represented by her Special 
Assistant on Monitoring and 
Evaluation, Mrs Bil ikisu 
Dauda-Damisa, said the 
training and onboarding of 
Stream 2 Independent  
Monitors was flagged off June 
9, 2022, in Abuja.

She noted that the Stream l, 
had 4,452 Independent 
Monitors trained and enrolled 
in February and March 2021, 
while Stream ll had 3000, 
totaling 7, 452 Independent 
monitors across the country.

Umar-Farouq added that the 
Ministry had provided working 
tools in the form of Tablets for 
them to carry out their 
monitoring activities on the 
field.

She said the NSIP was 
c r e a t e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu Buhari in 2016 
with the mandate of lifting 
citizens out of poverty through 
a  n u m b e r  o f  S o c i a l  
I n t e r v e n t i o n s .
According to her, the NSIP 
include: Job Creation - 
NPOWER, National Home-
Grown Schoo l  Feed ing  
(NHGSFP), Conditional Cash 
Transfer (CCT), and the 
Government Enterprise and 
Empowerment Programme 
(GEEP).

She said that since NSIP 
commenced in 2016, over one 
million youths had been 
employed under NPower, two 
million beneficiaries under 
CCT, 10 million pupils under 
HGSFP and 230,000 under the 
G E E P  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
p r o g r a m m e s .
She said the Independent 
Monitors are responsible for 
monitoring the NSIPs in their 

var ious communit ies in 
schools, households, and 
market clusters with the focus 
of ensuring that its primary 
objectives were achieved. 

She urged the independent 
monitors to work hand in hand 
with the state NSIP team, and 
cautioned them against 
intimidation or harassment of 
beneficiaries.

''Any Independent Monitor 
found intimidating or harassing 
a beneficiary will be taken off 
the programme. 

''Be informed that we have 
officials of the EFCC and DSS 
working with us on this 
programme, and those found 
culpable will be handed over to 
relevant authorities,'' she said.

Earlier, the state's Focal 
Person of N-SIP, Mr Suleiman 
Onyekehi, said the social 
intervention programmes had 
achieved a tremendous 
success in alleviating poverty 
in the state.

He disclosed that the State 
Government had recently 
disengaged over 100 cooks 
who defaulted in one way or 
the other against the national 
rules and guidelines.

On his part, the state 
C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  
Independent Monitors, Adam 
Imam, commended the 
federal government for the 
initiative in using independent 
monitors for N-SIP activities 
which he said, had ensured 

FG trains  independent 
monitors, distribute tablets
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From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

A United States-based 
billion dollar company, 
SIVAD group, has hinted 
Governor Yahaya Bello on 
its plans to establish a 
w o r l d  c l a s s  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l ,  
agricultural and other allied 
industries in the confluence 
state.

The arrangement which 
has reached advanced 
stage is  to commence 
operation in couple of 
weeks.

T h e  g r o u p ' s  
President/Chief Executive 
Officer, Mr Lenzie Davis 
gave the hint when he paid 
a  cou r tesy  v i s i t  on  
Governor Yahaya Bello at 
the Government House, 
Lokoja over the weekend.

He told Governor Bello 
that the incorporation of 
Kog i  S ta te  in to  the  
company's investment plan 
was as a result of its 
strategic location, security 
architecture and other 
factors.

He  no ted  tha t  the  
company was in Africa 
some 30 years back and 
expressed optimism that 
this period would be 
different because of the 
energy, relationship and 
what he has been told 
about the governor's 
leadership acumen.

He said: “We are here to 
understudy how we could 
really help Kogi State and 
by extension Nigeria 
d e ve l o p  i t s  h e a l t h ,  

agriculture, technology 
sectors.  And as far as with 
developing vaccines, other 
type of medicine.”

Mr Davis added that the 
company also has a sickle 
cell rapid test which he 
believed would be able to 
help monitor some of the 
sickle cell patients, help 
save lives, offer more 
education on how to 
prevent the disease.

He added that aside from 
i t s  p l a n  i n  t h e  

pharmaceutical industry, 
SIVAD in the areas of 
agriculture would help 
develop new technologies 
for growing food, which 
could make Nigeria the 
leader in shipping food and 
other products throughout 
Africa.

“The goal is to work 
closely with some of the 
key people here, so as to 
put together a solid plan of 
execution based on some 
of our findings and which of 
our plans to prioritize,” he 
added.

The governor in his 
remarks noted that Kogi 
state was on the part of 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  i t  
continued to witness 
business interests from 
outside the shores of the 
nation stressing that his 
administration met the 
state in shambles and had 
made conspicuous effort to 
reverse the trend.

He pointed out that 
Nigeria remained the 
trigger point for Africa and 
Kogi state sits confidently 
in the centre of the nation's 
geography hence the state 
was where things must 
happen before reflecting in 
other part of the country.

The governor noted that 
the State was opened to 
any investor while he 
admonished them to feel at 
home as many of the state 
officials were on ground to 
guide them on modes of 
operation. He added that 
the government would 
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  
personnel, investments 
and every other thing were 
adequately secured.

He promised to give them 
the necessary cooperation, 
to ensure that they 
invested safely in a bid to 
further encourage other 
investors into the state. He 
added that his government 
was doing its best in the 
h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  
agriculture by putting in 
p l a c e  t h e  n e e d e d  

US-based 
company to be established in kogi

pharmaceutical
 

From AMEDU JOSEPH, 

Lokoja

ONE of the sons of THE 
NIGERIA STANDARD 
representative in Bauchi,  
Lawal Umar Abubakar, 
Usman Lawal, got missing 
few minutes after he 
returned home from 
school for Eid-el- Kabir 
Sallah break.
Usman Lawal, a student 

of former Teachers College 
Toro, now Government 
Secondary School in Toro, 
the headquarters of the 
local government area, 
according to the parents 
returned in good-mood to 
celebrate the Sallah 
festival with his parents. 
According to the report, 

Usman returned home at 
about 12:45pm Friday July 
8, 2022, wearing school 
compound uniform.  His 
mother served him food 
and after eating the food, 
he was about to take his 
bath and go to Jumma'a 
Mosques and pray, when 
his senior brother received 
a call from an unknown 
person through Usman’s 
phone, asking him where 
is Usman. He handed the 
phone to Usman who went 
outside the house to hear 
the caller very well. But 

unfortunately, that was 
the last time he was seen.
The report added that 

e a r l i e r  on  he  was  
consistently telling his 
sisters that during the  
Sallah occasion, he would 
visit his friend in Bauchi 
who invited him to come 
and spend the Sallah 
holiday in his house in 
Bauchi city, adding that all 
efforts made by his 
parents to know his 
whe r eabou t  p r oved  
abortive.  However, the 
security agents have been 
informed about the 
incident.
However, the parents are 

appealing to members of 

the general public to help 
with any information 
about his where about if it 

will help. This should be 
reported to the nearest 
police station and the 

From
 LAWAL UMAR ABUBAKAR

 Bauchi

 Nigeria Standard reporter’s son missing

THE Bauchi State Police 
Command has banned 
the use of Police SPY 
vehicles Number plates 
by vehicle owners and 
has directed for strict 
c o m p l i a n c e  o n  
enforcement of the order.
This was contained in a 

press release and made 
available to newsmen in 
Bauchi by the Police 
Public Relations Officer,  
PPRO, SP Ahmed Wakili.
“The use of Police SPY 

Vehicle Number Plates by 
vehicle owners  across 

t h e  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  
f e de ra t i o n  w i t h ou t  
exceptions, irrespective 
of whether it has been 
a u t h o r i z e d  o r  
u n a u t h o r i z e d .  A l l   
authorizations are hereby 
revoked indefinitely with 
immediate effect” the 
statement said.
T h e  S t a t e  

Commissioner of Police,  
Umar  Sanda  wh i l e  
charging the Commander 

to ensure the order is 
professionally enforced 
to the letter, cautioned 
motorists in the state to 
desist from using SPY 
Number Plates.
The state Police boss  

warned all Police officers 
and officers of other 
s e c u r i t y  a g e n c i e s  
attached to VIPs in the 
state against the use of  
the SPY number plates, 
stressing that they 
should ensure prompt 
compliance with these 
directives.

From ABBAS GUNGURA, 
Bauchi

Police ban  Spy vehicle number plates 

Bello

N-SIP recruited staff on training

Alkali
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IN 2020, Joe Biden appealed to 
voters by being many things that 
Donald Trump was not: a relatable 
everyman with blue-collar roots; an 
empathetic avuncular figure; a 
seasoned statesman and a qualified 
adult.
His “Build Back Better” slogan was 

a boring but informative declaration 
that he was going to restore the 
things that had been wrecked under 
Trump. This included the economy 
of course, but also the political 
stability and respect for institutions 
that had been eroded during the 
Trump presidency – and would be 
attacked directly once Trump 
refused to acknowledge his loss.
But many Democrats looking at 

their candidate as the anti-Trump 
also hoped that Biden would match 
Trump's aggressive energy and 
governance style, but for the goal of 
progress instead of regressive 
conservatism. And Biden seemed 
up for the fight. On the campaign 
trail, Joe Biden would taunt Donald 
Trump, saying that he'd love to 
“take him behind the gym” for a 
high school-style rumble. And while 
t h e  p r o spe c t  o f  t h e  two  
septuagenarians battling was 
rather ridiculous, Biden's rhetoric 
symbolised the type of “tough guy” 
politics that many Democrats 
longed for as a counterweight to 
Trump.
While Biden has lived up to his 

reputation for empathy and his 
record of competence, Democrats 
in Washington and voters across the 
country are growing increasingly 
frustrated by the lack of fight. 
Despite controlling two of the three 
b r a n c h e s  o f  g o ve r n m e n t ,  
Democrats seem to still be at the 
mercy of a Republican Party 
determined to roll back rights for 
women and racial and sexual 
minorities and entrench an arch-
conservative, anti-democratic 
political order.
D e m o c r a t s  a r e  f e e l i n g  

disappointed, if not deceived, that 
they have only gotten part of the 
Biden they were promised: the 
builder but not the brawler. What 
Biden's supporters – and perhaps 
Biden himself before sitting in the 
Oval Office – failed to realise was 
that the roles of restorer and fighter 
would come into conflict, and that 
Biden would reflexively choose the 
former over the latter nearly every 
time.
As president, Trump disregarded 

political norms and decorum to 
push through his agenda, with a 
unified Republican Party marching 
in lockstep. He stacked the courts, 
funnelled billions of dollars towards 
a racially motivated border wall, 
banned Muslims from travelling to 
the US, and frequently violated 
governmental norms and actual 
laws to personally profit from his 
role as president. When it became 
clear that Biden was the clear 
favourite to win the 2020 election, 
many Democrats looked forward to 
their turn to govern with the same 
aggressiveness and singularity of 
purpose,  b ipart isanship be 
damned.
In the weeks leading up to the 

2020 e lect ion,  there were 
heightened expectations that Biden 
would have an overwhelming 
electoral victory and Democrats 
could gain decisive majorities in 
Congress, allowing them to expand 
the Supreme Court into a liberal 

majority, pass legislation like 
voting protections, gun control and 
some version of the Green New 
Deal, and maybe even enact 
statehood for highly Democratic 
Washington, DC and Puerto Rico, 
granting a congressional and 
electoral college advantage.
Instead, the presidential election 

ended up being closer than 
expected – though still decisive, 
despite Trump's dangerous 
fantasies to the contrary – and 
control of the Senate manifested 
as a razor-thin majority. This 
meant that simply returning to the 
pre-Trump status quo became a 
series of f ights against a 
recalcitrant and obstructionist GOP 
who have used the Senate 
filibuster, conservative Supreme 
Court supermajority, and unified 
Republican control of nearly half of 
state governments to expand a 
conservative agenda to restrict 
voting rights, repeal or limit 
abortion, scale back LGBTQ 
protections, and more.
With the Republicans seeming to 

accomplish as much now as they 
did when they were formally in 
power, fingers are increasingly 
pointing towards Biden and his 
seeming unwillingness to put up a 
fight.
Wh i l e  t he  f r u s t ra t i on  i s  

understandable given the string of 
conservative victories against 
rights – except for gun rights, of 
course – we shouldn't be surprised 
by Biden's actions, or inactions.
For better or worse, Biden is 

exactly who Democrats elected. 
The scrappiness of the campaign 
has not so much disappeared as it 
has been limited to the confines of 
the existing political structure and 
alignments.
Biden believes in the institutions 

of American democracy and the US 
political system. Of course, he 
does. In contrast to Donald Trump 
– who never before held an elected 
political office and who has 
consistently acted with little regard 

to the limits of political office or the 
sanctity of elections – Biden has 
been in Washington for nearly 50 
years and naturally believes in the 
system to which he's dedicated his 
life.
Biden believes that preserving 

the rules of the Senate, such as the 
filibuster, or refraining from the 
partisan expansion of the Supreme 
Court are important norms for 
constraining and maintaining the 
larger political apparatus of the 
government.
If he pushes harder to eliminate 

the filibuster in the US Senate or 
expand the court or uses executive 
authority to bypass the spirit of the 
court's ruling on abortion rights, 
Republicans will be able to use 
these same tactics when they are 
in power. And perhaps even more 
importantly, Biden sees using 
these tactics would undermine the 
legitimacy of these institutions, 
which will cause long-term 
damage that he fears would be 
more devastating than the specific 
rights reversals that are being 
enacted by the GOP.
Fo r  B i den ' s  i n c r eas i ng l y  

frustrated supporters, however, 
this restraint begs a question: if 
the current assaults on Americans' 
rights and on American democracy 
itself are not enough to risk some 
damage to the system, what is?
What good are institutions if the 

rights they're meant to uphold 
have been systematically eroded 
to the point of oblivion? If pressed, 
Biden would argue that a 
Republican government could do a 
lot more damage than it does now 
if it could pass any national 
legislation with a simple majority 
that the Democrats couldn't block 
and if it could restructure the 
courts at will to uphold any 
interpretation of the Constitution 
that fit the GOP agenda.
But the GOP is becoming 

increasingly radicalised and 
unconcerned with institutional 
continuity and political legitimacy.  

Most of the party publicly espouses 
the Big Lie about a stolen election, 
the ultimate challenge to the 
legitimacy of our political system, 
while downplaying the insurrection 
that physically attacked the most 
fundamental institutions of 
American democracy. Even if 
Democrats preserve the filibuster, 
maintain the current size of the 
Supreme Court or show restraint 
in their use of executive power, 
there's little reason to expect that 
Republicans will follow suit.
Remember that Mitch McConnell 

has already used every trick in his 
arsenal to manipulate the 
composition of the Supreme 
Court. It was McConnell and 
Senate Republicans who created a 
non-existent “election year” norm 
to block President Obama's 
nomination of Merrick Garland; 
implemented a filibuster exception 
for Supreme Court nominees to 
push through Trump's nominees, 
and violated the election year rule 
they had created in order to rush 
through Amy Coney Barrett's 
nomination and confirmation.
At the state level, Republicans are 

changing election laws to not only 
make it harder for Democrats – 
especially Black ones – to vote, but 
creating laws and procedures that 
would allow partisan political 
appointees to throw out election 
results they oppose – essentially, 
creating a legal framework for the 
type of antidemocratic election-
rigging that Trump attempted after 
the 2020 vote.
Still, Biden would probably argue, 

if pressed, Republicans could go 
much farther than they have 
already, and Democratic moves to 
“rig” the system could give them 
the cover they need to do even 
more damage.
It was Democrats, for instance, 

who initially created a filibuster 
exception for non-Supreme Court 
judicial nominees, allowing 
McConnell to justify extending this 
exception to the confirmation 

process for justices.
While this is true, it may not be 

relevant. It's not immediately 
obvious that Republicans are 
cons t ra ined  by  norms  o r  
Democratic example. If the current 
GOP finds itself in a position where 
it could enact a major piece of its 
agenda by expanding the Supreme 
Court or creating a new filibuster 
exception, I have little doubt that a 
large core within the GOP would 
take these moves without 
hesitation and a larger contingent 
of Republican policymakers would 
remain afraid to challenge their 
radically conservative colleagues.
In this light, Biden's refusal to 

fight for voting rights or use 
additional tools to expand 
reproductive options resembles 
unilateral disarmament. And 
failing to use all the weapons 
available to Democrats right now 
endangers the very system that 
B i d en  wan t s  t o  p r o t e c t .  
Republicans have demonstrated 
an unwillingness to protect 
anything except their own agenda, 
even at the cost of American 
institutions or democracy itself. If 
Biden finally comes to see the 
Republican agenda as the 
existential threat to American 
democracy that it is, there is yet 
hope that he will put up more of a 
fight to defend the political system 
to which he has devoted most of 
his life.
Biden has proven as a candidate 

and president that he is not an 
ideologue, but that he is 
adaptable. Even as a candidate, he 
notably shifted left on a variety of 
issues as public opinion shifted and 
more progressive policies that 
were once seen as subversive 
became compatible with the 
existing system. As president, 
Biden has continued to change his 
pos i t ions in pract ica l  but  
progressive ways.
In light of the recent Supreme 

Court decision to end abortion 
rights, Biden has become more 
willing to use executive power to 
mitigate the court's decision, 
issuing an executive order to 
protect access to medical abortion 
drugs and limit the possibility that 
patient and consumer records 
from being used to prosecute 
individuals.
At a time when only a quarter of 

Americans have confidence in the 
Supreme Court, Biden has also 
become less concerned with 
protecting the legitimacy of the 
court; he now accuses the 
conservative justices of playing 
“fast and loose with the facts” in 
making their anti- Roe v Wade 
ruling
For many, these legal and 

rhetorical moves are much too 
little and far too late, but they do 
indicate that Biden may be 
amenable to stepping up his fight. 
If Biden eventually embraces the 
idea of an America under 
fundamental attack from within, 
he may finally reconcile the two 
sides of his appeal, the builder and 
the fighter, acknowledging that 
both are necessary for defending 
Americans' rights and American 
democracy.

The views expressed in this 
article are the authors' own 
and do not necessarily reflect 
Al Jazeera's editorial stance.

Foreign Commentary

US President Joe Biden gestures as he delivers remarks after the the US Supreme Court ruled in the Dobbs v Women's Health Organization abortion 

case, overturning the landmark Roe v Wade abortion decision, at the White House in Washington, US, June 24, CHRISTOPHER RHODES writes.
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CAN Children Really Have 
Depression?

Yes. Childhood depression is 
different from the normal "blues" and 
everyday emotions that children go 
through as they develop. Just 
because a child seems sad doesn't 
necessari ly mean they have 
significant depression. But if the 
sadness becomes persistent or 
interferes with normal social 
activities, interests, schoolwork, or 
family life, it may mean they have a 
depressive illness. Keep in mind that 
while depression is a serious illness, 
it's also a treatable one.

How Can I Tell if My Child Is 
Depressed?

The symptoms of depression in 
children vary. The condition is often 
undiagnosed and untreated because 
symptoms are passed off as normal 
emotional and psychological changes. 
Early medical studies focused on 
"masked" depression, where a child's 
depressed mood was evidenced by 
acting out or angry behavior. While 
this does happen, particularly in 
younger children, many children 
display sadness or low mood similar to 
adults who are depressed. The 
primary symptoms of depression 
revolve around sadness, a feeling of 
hopelessness, and mood changes.

Signs and symptoms of depression 
in children include:

·Crankiness or anger
·Continuous feelings of sadness and 

hopelessness
·Social withdrawal
·Being more sensitive to rejection
·Changes in appetite, either 

increased or decreased
·Changes in sleep (sleeplessness or 

excessive sleep)
·Vocal outbursts or crying
·Trouble concentrating
·Fatigue and low energy
·Physical complaints (such as 

stomachaches and headaches) that 
don't respond to treatment

·Trouble during events and activities 
at home or with friends, in school, 
during extracurricular activities, and 
with other hobbies or interests

·Feelings of worthlessness or guilt
·Impaired thinking or concentration
·Thoughts of death or suicide

Not all children have all of these 
symptoms. In fact, most will show 
different symptoms at different 
times and in different settings. 
Although some children may 
continue to do reasonably well in 
structured environments, most kids 
with significant depression will have 
a noticeable change in social 
activities, loss of interest in school, 

poor academic performance, or a 
change in appearance. Children may 
also begin using drugs or alcohol, 
especially if they are over age 12.

Although relatively rare in youths 
under 12, young children do attempt 
suicide -- and may do so impulsively 
when they are upset or angry. Girls 
are more likely to attempt suicide, 
but boys are more likely to actually 
kill themselves when they make an 
attempt. Children with a family 
history of violence, alcohol abuse, or 
physical or sexual abuse are at 
greater risk for suicide, as are those 
with depressive symptoms.

What Causes Depression in 
Children?

As in adults, depression in children 
can be caused by any combination of 
things that relate to physical health, 
l i fe  events,  fami ly h istory,  
environment, genetic vulnerability, 
and biochemical disturbance. 
Depression is not a passing mood, 
nor is it a condition that will go away 
without proper treatment.

Can Depression in Children Be 
Prevented?

Children with a family history of 
depression are also at higher risk of 
depression. Children who have 
parents with depression tend to have 
their first episode of depression 
earlier than children whose parents 
don't have the condition. Children 
from chaotic or conflicted families, or 
children and teens who abuse 
substances like alcohol and drugs, 
are also at greater risk of 
depression.

How Is Depression Diagnosed 
in Children?

If the symptoms of depression in 
your child have lasted for at least 2 

weeks, schedule a visit with their 
doctor to make sure there are no 
physical reasons for the symptoms 
and to make sure that your child gets 
proper treatment. A consultation 
with a menta l  heal th care 
professional who specializes in 
children is also recommended. Keep 
in mind that the pediatrician may ask 
to speak with your child alone.

A mental health evaluation should 
include interviews with you (the 
parent or primary caregiver) and 
your  ch i ld ,  and any other  
psychological testing that is needed. 
Information from teachers, friends, 
and classmates can be useful for 
showing that these symptoms are 
consistent during your child's various 
activities and are a marked change 
from previous behavior.

There are no specific medical or 
psychological tests that can clearly 
show depression, but tools such as 
questionnaires (for both the child 
and parents), combined with 
personal information, can be very 
usefu l  in  he lp ing d iagnose 
depression in children. Sometimes 
those therapy sessions and 
questionnaires can uncover other 
concerns that contribute to 
depression such as ADHD, conduct 
disorder, and OCD.

Some pediatricians start using 
mental health screens at a child's 
11th-year well visit and each year 
after.

The United States Preventive 
Service Task Force recommends 
screening for anxiety in children and 
adolescents ages 8 to 18 years and 
screening for major depressive 
disorder (MDD) in adolescents ages 
12 to 18 years.

What Are the Treatment 

Options?
Treatment options for children with 

depression are similar to those for 

adults, including psychotherapy 

(counseling) and medication. 
Most medications used to treat 

depression in children have a black 

box warning about the possibility of 

increasing suicidal thoughts. It is 

important to start and monitor these 

medications under the care of a 

trained professional and talk with 

them about the potential risks and 

benefits for your child.
Long-Term Outlook
Studies have found that first-time 

depression in children is happening at 

younger ages than previously. As in 

adults, depression may come back 

later in life. Depression often appears 

at the same time as other physical 

illnesses. And because studies have 

shown that depression may precede 

more serious mental illness later in 

life, diagnosis, early treatment, and 

close monitoring are crucial.
As a parent, it is sometimes easier 

to deny that your child has 

depression. You may put off seeking 

help because of the social stigmas 

associated with mental illness. It is 

very important for you -- as the 

parent -- to understand depression 

and realize the importance of 

treatment so that your child may 

continue to grow physically and 

emotionally in a healthy way. It is also 

important to seek education about 

the future effects depression may 

have on your child throughout 

adolescence and adulthood.
Source

Depression in children By DAN BRENNAN
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 Have you ever been in a 
relationship that had you thinking 
that your partner had put a “spell” 
on you?

And not the good kind of spell, 
like one that allows you to have 
superpowers, but a spell that 
seemed to make you do things 
that you weren't fully convinced 
were in line with who you viewed 
yourself to be?

Could it be that you were being 
manipulated in your relationship?

Manipulation in relationships is 
subtle, and because of this, it is 
difficult to see when it is 
happening.

What is manipulation in 
relationships

M a n i p u l a t i o n  r e f e r s  t o  
contro l l ing or  in f luenc ing 
someone to do something they do 
not want or not do something they 
want.

Common man ipu la t ion  
tactics

Have you often asked yourself, 
“Am I being manipulated?” but are 
not sure?

Manipulators use different 
m a n i p u l a t i o n  t a c t i c s  i n  
relationships to manipulate the 
other person and influence their 
decisions. These can be the 
f o l l o w i n g  m a n i p u l a t i o n  
techniques in relationships: 

· abusive
· deceptive
· underhanded

Manipulat ive behavior in 
relationships is part of an 
emotionally abusive pattern. The 
manipulator uses unhealthy 
relationship manipulation tactics 
to control their partner.

It is hard for the person being 
manipulated to see or confront 
because it is not an overt abuse, 
visible to the outside world like 
physical violence. They only know 
that something is not quite right 
with how they are being treated.

Not sure how manipulation 
works? Let's look at some of the 
signs of manipulation in marriage 
or relationships.

· Y o u r  p a r t n e r  i s  
controlling

The need for total control is a 
blaring red flag and the number 

one sign of a manipulative 
relationship.

Does your partner often dictate 
when and where they will see 
you? Do you need to conform to 
their schedule, and when you 
suggest an alternative, do they 
pout, get upset, or freeze you out 
with the silent treatment?

· Making you feel guilty
Inducing guilt into someone 

can cause a lot of distress. Guilt 
is known to influence our 
conscious and unconscious 
minds.

The manipulative partner uses 
guilt-tripping to make you do 
certain things that you might 
not be comfortable doing.

I n  a  n o r m a l  h e a l t h y  
relationship, decisions are 
discussed and considered by the 
two of you. You spend time 
going over the pros and cons of 
any big life decision; In a 
manipulative relationship, the 
manipulator makes the decision 
unilaterally.

If you voice any disagreement, 
they will try to guilt you into 
agreeing with their decision.

· U s i n g  e m o t i o n a l  
blackmail to get you to stay 
in the relationship

Let's say you have recognized 
the unhealthy nature of your 
relationship. You've decided to 
end it. But when you broach the 
subject of splitting up, your 
partner tells you that they will 
kill themselves if you leave.

Using the threat of suicide is, 
sadly, another typical behavior 
in a manipulative relationship. It 
combines a heavy hit of control, 
fear, and guilt to get you to 
remain.

While it may be difficult for 
you, you must not be tricked by 
this threat. 

4. Gaslighting
Gaslighting is a verb used to 

describe someone manipulating 
someone psychologically to the 
point of questioning their own 

sanity. This is a terrible thing to 
do to someone you claim to love. 
I t  can  make  them fee l  
d i s o r i e n t e d ,  c r a z y,  a nd  
emotionally unstable.

Signs of gaslighting include:
· Telling blatant lies
· Not living up to their word
· Verbally or physically 

attacking things you love (such 
as your children)

· U s i n g  p o s i t i v e  
reinforcement after being 
verbally belittling as a method of 
confusion

· Projecting their faults 
onto you (for example, they are 
secretly having an affair but will 
project this guilt by constantly 
accusing you of being unfaithful)

· Denying the truth, even 
when proof is presented

· Turning friends or family 
against you

· Telling others that you are 
a liar

Research shows that 1 in 4 
women and 1 in 9 men 
experience intimate abuse that 
results in fearfulness, post-
traumatic stress disorder, and 
the use of a victim service such 
as a hotline. Gaslighting is a form 
of abuse that is commonly used 
to manipulate and control a 
spouse. Isolation from friends 
and family

Abusers and manipulators will 
often use the method of isolation 
as a means to control you.

They will cut you off from close 
friends, refuse to let you go out 
with them, and may even try to 
move you far away from where 
your family lives.

When you don't have the 
support of friends and family, it 

makes it more difficult to leave an 
abusive relationship. You don't 
have the constant reassurance 
from loved ones that your partner 
is not treating you well.

The farther your spouse can get 
you from friends and family, the 
easier it will be for them to control 
you.

 Using love as a weapon
The oxytocin released from 

physical intimacy, be it holding 
hands, making love or just 
cuddling together on the couch, 
has been shown to promote 
bonding and making partners 
more trusting of one another.

These are beneficial qualities to 
spouses in a healthy relationship, 
but for those in a toxic one, these 
can actually do more harm than 
good. Trusting a partner who 
doesn't have your best interest at 
heart and having an emotional 
attachment to them can make you 
stay in a toxic relationship longer 
than you should.

Having these strong bonded 
emotions can also make it easier 
for your partner to use your love 
for them against you. Phrases like 
“If you loved me you would…” and 
“You said you would do anything 
for me” become a twisted form of 
control.

Playing the victim
Emotional or physical blackmail 

is another common form of 
manipulation in relationships.

You may think that most people 
do not have devastating secrets to 
be used as blackmail, but the 
truth is that technology has given 
partners plenty of ammunition to 
coerce their spouses.

To be continued.

Recognize and handle manipulation in relationships
By SYLVIA SMITH
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I, formerly known as ALBERT 
MORI EPHRAIM, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
ALBERT EPHRAIM. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as CYNTHIAN 

BABA ZUGWAI, now wish to be 

known and addressed as BABA 

CYNTHIA JOHN. All former 

documents remain valid.  All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as AYODELE 

VERONICA OMOWUMI, now wish 

to be known and addressed as 

A D E Y E M O  V E R O N I C A  

OMOWUMI.  All former documents 

remain valid.  All concerned 

authorities and the general public to 

please take note.

I, formerly known as ISHAKU 

HALIDU, now wish to be known 

and addressed as YAKUBU 

HALIDU ISHAKU.  All former 

documents remain valid.  All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as ZULIAH 
IBRAHIM, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
IBRAHIM ZULAIHAT SHITU.  
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as YILKAP 
MAXWELL JONAH, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
MAXWELL VONGNAP JONAH.  
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as SUNDAY 
DARING, now wish to be known 
and addressed as JWANSHAK 
SUNDAY DARING.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

ALBERT

BABA

YAKUBU

IBRAHIM

MAXWELL

JWANSHAK 

I, formerly known as UMAR MAR 
AYUBA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as AYUBA UMAR 
UMAR.  Correct date of birth is 
22/10/2004 not 22/06/2000. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as STEPHANIE 

NAANKWAT MUNALONG, now 

wish to be known and addressed as 

N A A N K W A T  K W A P Y E N  

M U A N L O N G .  A l l  f o r m e r  

documents remain valid.  All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public please take note.

AYUBA

ADEYEMO

NAANKWAT

I, formerly known as NITNI 
MICHAEL, now wish to be 
known and addressed as NITNI 
MARY OBONYIRO.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as LAWAL 

YAWALE NAVOM, now wish to 

be known and addressed as 

LAWAL GARBA. All former 

documents remain valid. All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 

note.

I, formerly known as ASAKU 
ABUS RITA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as RITA 
ABUS AJIK.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as AMOS 
VICTORIA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
GORIP, VICTORIA AMOS.  All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and 
the general public should please 
take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
MOHAMMED YAHAYA ANAS, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as MOHAMMAD 
ANAS YAHAYA.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

NITNI

LAWAL

RITA

BADIDI

MOHAMMAD

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
A B U B U B A K A R  H A U W A U  
ABDULL, now wish to be known 
and addressed as ABUBAKAR 
HAUWA’U ABDULLAHI. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I,  BATURE ISAAC DAUDA, wish 
to state that my correct date of 
birth is 06/02/1999 and not 
0 6 / 0 2 / 1 9 9 6 .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as GWOM 
ABDULLAHI ADAMU, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
ADAMU ABDULLAHI GAMBO.  
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

ABUBAKAR

DORCAS

GORIP

JAMILU

BAMAIYI

BATURE

BOYI

IBRAHIM

NANBAK

I, formerly known as IBRAHIM 
GOMBIJI KAMSHIWE, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
a s  I B R A H I M  S I T J I  
KAMSHIWE.  A l l  f o rme r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as GEOFREY 
MICHAEL, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
NANBAK SILAS LUKA. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and 
the general public should please 
take note.

ADAMU

YUNUSA

TIMZING

I, formerly known as DUNG 
DORCAS TEYEI, now wish to be 
known and addressed as DORCAS 
EZEKIEL TEYEI.   All former 
documents remain valid. Federal 
Polytechnic Bauchi, all concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

I, formerly known as TIMZING 
NIMMAK, now wish to be known 
and addressed as TIMZING 
VENCHAK. Correct date of birth is 
1 0 / 0 9 / 1 9 9 7 .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

ODALIGBO

NANDOM

I, formerly known as IDRIS 
SADIK YUNUSA, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
YUNUSA SADIQ IDRIS. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as NANDOM 
JOK, now wish to be known and 
add re s sed  a s  NANDOM 
DINDAM JOR. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as AGARA, KI 
EMMANUEL, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
AGARA, EMMANUEL KI. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as SAMUEL 
SUNDAY, now wish to be known 
and addressed as GUKWAT 
SAMUEL SUNDAY. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as WAZIRI 
MUHAMMED SAMBO, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as MUHAMMED NASIRU 
SAMBO. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public should please take note.

I, formerly known as NZOKU 
UCHE MICHEAL, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
NZOWU UCHE MICHEAL. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as SANI 
SAUDI KOLI, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
MUHAMMAD BABANGIDA 
SANI. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public should please take note.

I, formerly known as CHARITY 
JOHNSON ZIPYA PAKKA, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as CHARITY JOHNSON PAKKA. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

AGARA

YUSUF

MUHAMMED

NZOWU

MUHAMMAD

CHARITY

I, formerly known as UCHOLA 
VICTOR OJOCHE, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
UCHOLA OJOCHE AKWU. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as AZI 
MATHEW, now wish to be known 
and addressed as AJIJI 
MATHEW AZI.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as JIBOH 
JIKIRITMWA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as JIBOH 
JIKIRITMWA CLARA.  . All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

UCHOLA

AJIJI

JIBOH

SATI

I, formerly known as DATONG 
DANJUMA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as SATI 
DATONG DANJUMA. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

SILAS

GODWIN

I, formerly known as SILAS 
DAVID MADAKIYA, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
SILAS MADAKIYA DAVID. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as GWONG 
GODWIN GYWA, now wish to be 
known and  addressed  as  
GODWIN GYWA GWONG. 
Cor rec t  da te  o f  b i r t h  i s  
01/01/1998. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

HATA

OTTACHE

IDRIS

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
MENSHINE DONGNAAN 
SOPHIA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as HATA 
DONGNAAN SOPHIA. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as OTTACHE 
JESSE JESSE, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
OTTACHE JESSE OYIJEWU. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as IDRIS 
UBAIDULLAH ABUBAKAR, now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
IDRIS UBAIDU ABUBAKAR. 
Cor rec t  da te  o f  b i r t h  i s  
15/12/1999. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

HEZEKIAH

MUHAMMAD

UYAH

I, formerly known as MONDAY 
JANET OKON, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
HEZEKIAH JANET ESSIEN. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
MOHAMMED ALHAJI LAWAN, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as MUHAMMAD 
LAWAN MUHAMMAD.  All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as DAMARIS 
INTO UYAH, now wish to be 
known and addressed as UYAH 
PATIENCE K. SHEPLAT. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as SUNDAY 
SANMANG, now wish to be known 
and addressed as PESDING 
SANMANG SUNDAY.  Correct 
date of birth is 01/01/1975. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

PESDING

I, formerly known as JAMILU 
GRADAM MAHAMMADU, now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
JAMILU SAIDU. Correct date of 
birth is 23/03/2001. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

NAANMAN

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
NAANMAN DAKOGOL JOHN, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as NAANMAN 
EZEKIEL DABWAAT.  All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

CHINOYE

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  

OKONKWO CHINONYE MARY 

L., now wish to be known and 

addressed as CHINONYE MARY 

UDEZE. All former documents 

remain valid.  All concerned 

authorities and the general 

public please take note.

KUSAAJAK

I, formerly known as ALI 
MAFULUL, now wish to be 
known and addressed as AJAK, 
ALI MAFULUL. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as BALA 
NAOMI, now wish to be known 
and addressed as KUSA 
NAOMI BALA. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as BAMAIYI 
JOHNSON GARBA, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
B A M A I Y I  J O H N S O N  
B U T K U N A M .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

ABDULRASHEED
I, formerly known as YUSUF 
MUIBAT MOHAMMED, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
ABDULRASHEED MUIBAT 
MOHAMMED.  A l l  f o rme r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as YOHANNA 
JOSEPHINE MATURU, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as YOHANNA JOSEPHINE 
MATUR. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

YOHANNA

I, formerly known as ALAO 
COMFORT ADIYA, now wish to be 
known  and  add ressed  as  
ODALIGBO COMFORT ADIYA. 
Co r r e c t  da t e  o f  b i r t h  i s  
02/12/2002. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

I, formerly known as YAKUBU 
JULCIT PRAISE, now wish to be 
known and addressed as BOYI 
JULCIT PRAISE.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

FATIMAMUAZU

I, formerly known as FATIMA 
NADABO, now wish to be known 
and addressed as FATIMA 
NADABO DANLAMI. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ABDULLAHI 
MAAZU MAAZU, now wish to be 
known and addressed as MUAZU 
ABDULLAHI. Correct date of 
birth is 10/03/1965. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

IKPOOKWA

I, formerly known as CHIKEZIE 

IZUNNA CHIEMEKA, now wish 

to be known and addressed as 

IKPO IZUNNA CHIEMEKA. All 

former documents remain valid.  

All concerned authorities and 

the general public please take 

note.

I, formerly known as ANI MARY 

ONYINYEDIKACHI, now wish to 

be known and addressed as 

O K W A  M A R Y  

ONYINYEDIKACHI. All former 

documents remain valid.  All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public please take note.

I, formerly known as AYUBA 
BENKEN BADIDI, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
B A D I D I  B E N K E N  
SAWUCHINYE. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

GUKWAT

AYUKU
I, formerly known as UGO 
GABRIEL DAUDA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as AYUKU 
GABRIEL DAUDA.  Correct date 
of birth is 10/11/1997 not 
21/11/1991. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

ANTHONY GYANG

I, formerly known as BANG 
NYAM GYANG, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
GYANG BANG NYAM.  All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ANTHONY 
MERCY CHIDINMA, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
ANTHONY CHIDINMA.  All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.
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THE Provost of Plateau State 
College of Health Technology 
Pankshin, Dr. (Prince) Francies 
Isah Fwangje has re-iterated 
h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
determination, commitment 
and ded icat ion to  the 
infrastructural development of 
the college. He also  promises 
that his administration will not 
leave any stone unturned in 
his desire to turn the fortune 
of the institution for good in 
the area of developmental 
s t r i v e  a n d  a c a d e m i c  
performance in the College.

He stated this during the 
official commissioning of the 
newly constructed security 
post and uniforms, the 
renovated college main gate, 
administrative block of the 
provost office, the Bursary 
Department,  the Audi t  
D e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  t w o  
classroom blocks, the board 
room, the new student seats, 
the introduced tailoring unit 
for the proper dressing code of 
students, the new college 
block  industry and other 
projects to be commissioned 
by the commissioner for 
Higher Education, Mr. Dan-
Philip Hirkop in the college 
promise.

Dr. Fwangje said the 
achievement s of mile store of 
his administration have not 
been hitch-free judging by the 
fact that the college has been 
confronted with numerous 
challenges, despite the 
financial constraints. He 
h o w e v e r  a d d e d  t h e  
management, staff opted for 
possibilities of utilization of 
the limited resources by 
prioritizing the college's need.

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  t h i s  
administration since inception 
decided to priorities physical 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  
environment to create a 
conducive environment for 
research and learning to be 
able to produce creditable 
health workers that are 
worthy both in character and 

st
knowledge in the 21  century.

Other achievement recorded 
by the management staff of 
the institution include: the 
fencing of the col lege 
premises, a new clinic 
laboratory for the college 
demonstrative clinic, the 
constructions of drainage 
system in the front view of 
Senator Joshua Dariye hall, 
the purchased of an official 
vehicle for the Provost.

The list also includes the 
renovation of female hostels,  
old suck away repaired  and 
new one constructed, the 
p u r c h a s e  o f  r e l e v a n t  
textbooks to equip the college 
library for re-accreditation: 
(the also init iated the 
f o r m a t i o n  o f  a l u m n i  
association of the old students 
which yielded fruit as the 
association built a block of 
toilets for both male and 
female students. They have 
also put in effort for a bill to 
change the name of the 
college from College of Health 
Technology to College of 
H e a l t h  S c i e n c e  a n d  
Technology, Pankshin that is 
f r o m  M o n o t e c h n i c  t o  
polytechnic to assess TETFund 

News

intervention and for more 
courses of studies in the 
college.

Payment of pension and 
gratitude of fifteen (15) 
retirees out of the twenty-five 
(25) retirees' staff of the 
college and ten (10) are to be 
paid in instalments in order to 
settle all the retiree's staff of 
the college. The introduction   
of HND course in Health 
Information Management and 
Biostatistics and also the 
introduction of two new 
courses, the is i.e. National 
Diploma in Epidemiology and  
Communicable Disease and 
National Diploma in Public 
Health,  in addition the 
employment of casual security 
men, installation of solar 
system lights holders  in 
s t ra teg ic  locat ions  for  
monitoring movement of 
people in the college.

Dr. Fwangje further added 
that funding the college is 
m a i n l y  b y  t h e  s t a t e  
government including the 
internally generated revenue, 
which won the college Plateau 
State revenue league award 
2021 amounting to the sum of 
N437, 184.00 and this was 
awarded by the Plateau State 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
Policy.

He said the challenges of the 
college include: lack of 
standard modern laboratory, 
poor electricity supply and 
need for the maintenance of 
the college generating plant 
.Other  include insufficient 
office accommodation water 

shortage in the college, hostel 
accommodation  for students, 
no official vehicles for principal 
officers and pending cases of 
accreditation of courses in the 
college.

The Provost Dr. Fwangje 
appreciated the Executive 
Governor of Plateau State and 
the Chairman Northern 
G o v e r n o r  F o r u m ,  t h e  
honorable Commissioner for  
Higher Education and the 
entire staff of the ministry, the 
Governing Council Chairman, 
Hon, Nandang Bako and his 
members, staff and students 
for their support, cooperation 
and understanding with the 
management staff  at all 
times.

Delivering his address at the 
occasion, the honorable 
commissioner for Higher 
Education, Mr. Dan-Philip 
Hirkop commended the 
Governing Council members 
and the management staff of 
the college for embarking on 
the fencing of the college 
premises and construction and 
renovation of projects. Adding 
that this initiative is in line with 
the directive both at the state 
and federal level that all 
educational institutions must 
be fenced to address incessant 
theft and incursion into 
campuses.

He added that government is 
determined to re-engineer all 
tertiary institutions for global 
c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  b y  
addressing accreditation and 
manpower requirements of all 
state tertiary institutions.
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NMA eulogises Osinbajo for medical treatment locally

MASTER  Bake r s  a nd  

Carterers Association of 

Nigeria has threatened two 

weeks withdrawal of services 

to the public if government 

fails to intervene on the 

operational challenges of its 

members.
The national body of the 

association has resolved to 

begin the down tool as from 

today.
The Chairman of Kogi State 

chapter of the association,  

Chief Gabriel Bamidele 

Adeniyi who gave the hint 

while briefing journalists in 

Lokoja on Monday, said that 

members of the state branch 

are ready to join the strike if 

the national body gives the go 

ahead.
The chairman explained 

that the proposed strike 

followed series of challenges 

confronting the bakery and 

catering industry in Nigeria 

which remained unattended 

to by government of the day.
He noted that all efforts 

made by the Association 

towards remedying them, 

w e r e  b l u f f e d  b y  t h e  

government and its agencies.
Chief Adeniyi enumerated 

reasons for the proposed 

industrial action to include; 

shortage of raw materials, 

increasing cost of materials, 

over taxation and levies. 
“ S i n c e  t h e  b a n  o n  

importation of flour into the 

country, no serious effort has 

been made for home grown 

wheat as promised by the 

government and it's relevant 

agency, the Federal Ministry 

of Agriculture.
“The Master Bakers have 

requested for Palliative in 

form of soft loans or subsidy 

to bakers to enable them 

p r o d u c e  q u a l i t y  a n d  

affordable quanity bread for 

mass consumption, which 

was promised   but not fulfille
“These challenges facing the 

association are threatening 

production of affordable and 

quality bread in the country.
"The  commod i ty  w i l l  

therefore be off the street, 

markets,  shops and dinning 

table to drive home the points 

raised for necessary action by 

government.
"Constant increase in the 

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

From AMEDU JOSEPH, 
Lokoja

Bakers association
 threatens withdrawal 
of  services nationwide

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoj prices of baking materials 

especially flour, sugar and 

other ingredients have led 

to souring costs, poor 

quality and great loss of 

customers and consumers, 

consequently threatening  

closing down the industry.
" I f  tha t  i s  a l l owed 

thousands of bakers,  

millions of their employees 

w i l l  b e  j o b l e s s  a nd  

marketers will also be 

affected, while millions of 

t h o u s a n d s  o f  n a i r a  

extracted from the industry 

will be lost to smugglers and 

foreign bakers of bread, the 

Chairman further explained.

leadership, saying he 
deserves an award.

''The attention of the Kogi 
State Chapter of the 
N i g e r i a n  M e d i c a l  
Association(NMA), has 
b e e n  d raw n  t o  t h e  
successful treatment of the 
Vice President, Prof Yemi 
Osinbanjo, by a team of 
Nigerian doctors in a 
Nigerian hospital following 
an injury he sustained while 
playing squash. 

''NMA Kogi commends this 
great leadership of the Vice 
President, and is deserving 
o f  award .  The  V i ce  
President has acted like the 
late Mandela.

''The highly cerebral Vice 

THE Nigerian Medical 
Association (NMA), Kogi 
S t a t e  c h a p t e r,  h a s  
eulogised Nigeria Vice 
President, Prof Yemi 
Osinbanjo, for undergoing 
medical treatment locally. 
They described him as ''a 
true leader''.

The Vice President had on 
Saturday underwent a 
successful surgery for a leg 
f rac ture  a t  Duchess  
International Hospital in 
Ikeja, Lagos State.

A statement joint ly 
signed by NMA Chairman, 
Dr Abubakar Alhassan; and 
its Secretary, Dr Chimezie 
Odebuani, on Sunday in 
L o ko j a ,  c o m m e n d e d  
Osinbanjo for his great 

President didn't resort to 
flying out of the country to 
Berlin, Paris, or any of the 
advanced countries of 

Europe or America for 
medical tourism. 

''The VP chose to seek 
medical attention within 
the country even with the 
avalanche of resources at 
his disposal which would 
have enabled him to seek 
attention outside the 
shores of Nigeria.

''NMA Kogi sees this 
d isp lay by the V ice 
P r e s i d e n t  a s  g r e a t  
patriotism and should be 
applauded,'' NMA said.

 The association also 
noted that the former 
Governor of Kogi State, 
Idris Wada, similarly chose 
to seek medical attention at 
h o m e  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  
involvement in a ghastly 

From 
POLYCARP ISHAYA,Pankshin

Fwangje committed to 
infrastructural devt of college

THE Kogi State Audit 

Service Board on Monday 

began a two week training for 

100 of its staff on Computer 

Application to keep them 

abreast on the modern 

techniques in performing 

their official functions.
The Kogi State Auditor-

General, Yakubu Okala while 

declaring the in-house 

t ra in ing  open  a t  the  

Conference Hall of the State 

Secretariat, Lokoja, said that 

the effort is aimed at 

ensuring that the Audit Staff 

migrate from the analogue 

ways of writing reports to the 

digital age.
The  Aud i t o r -Gene ra l  

reiterated the commitment of 

the present administration in 

Kog i  S ta te  to  i ns ta l l  

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  

transparency in all its 

financial transactions hence 

the desire to embark on the 

in-house ICT training for all 

the Audit staff in the state 

civil service.
"We as government, want 

to carry all staff along in 

exposing their knowledge 

and potentials to meet up 

with modern technology in 

their operations so as to 

enhance efficiency and 

productivity in the system.
"We advice the beneficiaries 

of this training to see the 

opportunity as a rare 

pr iv i lege and shou ld  

endeavour to take it very 

serious.
“ L e t  m e  u s e  t h i s  

opportunity to warn that 

any staff of the Board  found 

in sharp practices in the 

discharge of his or her 

duties will not only be 

shown the way out of the 

service but be made to face 

the full wrath of the law,  

Okala warns.
He also admonished them 

that as civil servants, they 

shou ld  dev ia te  f rom 

involving themselves in 

partisan politics and remain 

100 percent loyal to the 

government of the day.

Kogi trains 100 Audit staff on ICT

road traffic accident as a 
governor. 

 The  as soc i a t i on ,  
there fore  used the  
medium to ca l l  on 
Nigeria's leaders to take a 
cue  f rom the  V ice  
President and believe in 
the nat ion 's  heal th 
institutions and her 
professionals who were 
among the best trained in 
the world.

 NMA Kogi also calls on 
government to fund 
medicare development in 
Nigeria better and also 
develop our hospitals to 
standards for healthcare 
delivery of the highest 
s t a n d a r d s , ' '  t h e  
association said.

 Osinbajo

 Abubakar

Fwangje



I, formerly known as GORO 
JOSHUA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
JOSHUA GORO ADAM.  All 
former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public please 
take note.

JOSHUA

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
ZUHUMBEN GUMANANMAH 
KEIVIN, now wish to be known 
and addressed as ZUHUMBEN 
GUMANANMAH KEVIN.  All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

ZUHUMBEN
I, formerly known as ZALIKA 
TIJJANI, now wish to be known and 
addressed as ZALIKHA AHMAD 
MOHAMMED. Correct date of birth 
is 15/01/2003 not 15/01/1992. All 
former documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

ZALIKHA

Change of Name

SPACE FOR SALE

PATE

MANKAM

I, formerly known as FAVOUR 
FRIDAY, now wish to be known 
and addressed as MANKAM 
S H A G A Y A .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

RITA

I, formerly known as RITA 
KACHOLLOM ABA, now wish to 
be known and addressed as RITA 
KACHOLLOM PAM . All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

BLESSING

I, formerly known as BLESSING 
NANSHEP, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
BLESSING DORBIT. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ISMA’ILL 
ISAH IBRAHIM, now wish to be 
known and addressed as PATE 
ISMA’ILA ISAH. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

GUSAN

SPACE FOR SALE

I, formerly known as MOSES 
MANJI, now wish to be known 
and addressed as GUSAN 
MOSES MANJI. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

YAHAYAAJIGO

I, formerly known as ADIJA 
PATIENCE, now wish to be 
known and addressed as AJIGO 
PATIENCE ADIJA. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as YAHAYA 
ZUBAIRU HARUNA, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
YAHAYA ZUBAIRU. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

BASSA LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL
PLATEAU STATE

With reference to publication of July 3, 2022 in respect of the above subject 
matter.

The Management of Bassa Local Government Council, wish to invite the 
general public to bid for the sales of the following properties.

a) Two (2) main flat (Bungalow) and two (2) blocks of adjoining boys 
quarters located at Utan area Jos North LGA, built on about  five and half plots 
of land.

Any interested persons, organisation or institution wishing to purchase the 
said properties, should contact the management of Bassa LGC from now and 
Monday, July 25, 2022.

For further information and inquiry contact the Director, Budget and 
Planning, Bassa LGC. 08062615693

Signed:
Director Budget and Planning, 

Bassa LGC.

NOTICE FOR SALE
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Provost CHST pours accolades
 on Governor Sule 
From MOHAMMED 
ABDULLAHI, Keffi

THE Provost Nasarawa 

State College of Health 

Science and Technology, 

Keffi in Nasarawa State, Dr. 

Suleiman Muhammed has 

expressed his gratitude to 

the Governor of Nasarawa 

State, Engineer Abdulahi 

Sule for his passion in the 

provision of basic learning 

infrastructure to the college 

most especially with the 

construction of classrooms, 

laborator ies hal ls and 

administrative offices at the 

permanent site of the college 

to make teaching, learning, 

and administrative duties 

convenient. 
The Provost make the 

commendation during the 

week at the college premises 

while conducting entrance 

examination to applicants 

seeking admission in to the 

college programmes at the 

permanent site located along 

Keffi- Abuja express way. 
He  recalled that the college 

which was operating at the 

temporary site in Keffi town 

was re located to i t ' s  

permanent site through the 

efforts of the education 

friendly Governor Sule who 

approved and released funds 

for the relocation of the 

college after granting it the 

current status from a School 

Health to College of Health.
"Let me first appreciate 

what the Governor of 

Nasarawa State, Engineer 

Abdullahi A. Sule is doing to 

the state particularly this 

college as the governor has a 

passion for this college 

because he was the one who 

actually kick started the 

process of upgrading the 

college after which he 

directed us to go and seek for 

National Board for Technical 

E d u c a t i o n  ( N B T E )  

collaboration. NBTE came 

and assisted us with good 

THE Permanent Secretary 
Federal Ministry of Education, 
Andrew David Adejo says it has 
become pertinent in the light of 
a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  n a t i o n s  
educa t i ona l  i n s t i t u t i ons ,  
kidnapping of innocent children, 
wards and even parents and 
guardians to discuss and find 
ways to keep them save as they 
have become a global concern.

Adejo was speaking Monday on 
the occasion of a collaboration of 
his ministry and the Adamawa 
State Ministry of Education on the 

st
theme of this years 81  meeting 
“Strengthening security and 
Safety in Nigerian Schools for the 
Achievement of Education 2030 
Agenda.

The four days deliberation will 
discuss all problems associated 
with these problems.

According to the Permanent 
Secretary, it is for this reason 
that current on-going work on 
the transforming Education 
summit, was convened by the 
United Nations Secretary General 
and has the first thematic action 
track focusing on inclusive, 
equitable, safe and healthy 
schools.

This says Adejo was a means to 
improve learning outcomes, 

prevent discriminatory attitudes 
and behaviours, address the 
health and well 

being of all learners, build an 
inclusive society and ensure the 
right education for all.

T he  Fede ra l  Pe rmanen t  
Secretary noted that the nation 
was yet to come to terms with the 
consequences of the covid 19 
pandemic on the schools system 
as it presented the greatest safety 
risk for education in the last 
century.

“Within this context that we 
need to ensure the existence of a 
peaceful, secure and severe 
environment for effective teaching 
and learning”, he says.

The challenge today he told the 
delegates from the 36 states 
including the Federal capital is how 
to make some that solutions are 
proffered to making our schools 
remain safe for staff and students 
and indeed the communities in 
which they are situated.

Adejo observed that there was 
need to address issues of drug 
use, putting an eye on the kind of 

books they read and film they 
watch, appropriate mentoring of 
our wards and  “every child 
belongs to the community”, that is 
responsible for making majority 
of us here, who we are today.

children and reviving the age 
old African culture of “every child 
belongs to the community”, that is 
responsible for making majority 
of us here, who we are today.

He proffered some safety 
measure as abolishing of 
boarding schools in rural areas for 
the meantime.

Teachers and students should 
be drilled on emergency security 
measures, creating a special 
security unit for schools among 
several others.

In his speech Adamawa State 
Governor Ahmadu Umaru Fintiri 
described as apt the theme of the 

st81  conference of the joint 
consultative committee on 
education (JCCE) which is 
“strengthening of security and 
safety in Nigerian schools for the 
achievement of education 2030 
agenda”.

FG set to ensure safety
of students From GYANG PAM,

 Yola

advises which we channeled 

them to the governor and 

without wasting time he 

implemented them for us," 

the Provost stated.
The Provost who reiterated 

the 
determinat ion of  h is  

administration to turn 

around the fortunes of the 

c o l l e g e ,  h o w e v e r  

commended the National 

B o a r d  f o r  Te c h n i c a l  

Educat ion  (NBTE)  fo r  

accrediting three courses for 

the college where the Joint 

Admission and Matriculation 

Board (JAMB) wi l l  be 

conducting admissions. 
He stated that the entrance 

examination is an annual 

event that afford them the 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g i v e  

admissions, adding that 

a b o u t  o n e  t h o u s a n d  

candidates will be admitted 

this year through computer 

based test (CBT) and the 

applicants are responding 

well, adding that only 10 

percent of the said number 

w i l l  b e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  

prospective students outside 

the state
only 10 percent of the said 

number will be allocated to 

prospective students outside 

the state
On his part, the College 

Academic Planning Officer, 

Mr. Emmanuel Timshana 

stated that the orientation 

done for the applicants afford 

them the opportunity to give 

password and also enable 

them upload the results of 

the entrance examination as 

soon as the exercise is over.
He assured that the 

admission which is given to 

applicants on quarter basis 

will issue admission strictly 

on merit as the graduates are 

expected to handle human 

lives and cannot be toiled 

with.

I, formerly known as HANNAH 
PARAH BAKO, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
HANNATU AUSTIN SOLOMON. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

HANNATU
I, formerly known as DEWAN 
DANJUM YOHANNA, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
Y I L K O P B A  D A N J U M A  
Y O H A N N A .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

YILKOPBA

Adamu

I, formerly known as MARK 
JESSICA CHUNDUNG DAVOU, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as MARK JESSICA 
CHUNDUNG. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

CHUNDUNG

SPACE FOR SALE

COMFORT

I, formerly known as MISS. 
COMFORT PAM, now wish to be 
known and addressed as MRS. 
COMFORT ZAM PAM. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and 
the general public should please 
take note.

SPACE FOR SALE

SPACE FOR SALE

SPACE FOR SALESPACE FOR SALE













Out of the series of activities of government last week, one of the most historic was 
the symbolic signing ceremony of the expression of commitment to peace between 
the Irigwe and Fulani of 
Bassa LGA on Wednesday 
July 13, 2022 at Prestige 
H a l l ,  B a s s a  L o c a l  
Government Area.

Key officials from the 
g o v e r n m e n t  c i r c l e s  
i n c l u d i n g  P l a t e a u  
Governor Simon Bako 
Lalong, Speaker Plateau 
House of Assembly, Rt. 
Hon Yakubu Sanda, Chief 
Judge, Justice David Mann, 
a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  
witnessed the signing 
process of the peace 
agreement by both parties 
to end the over two decades long conflict. 

As the various parties signed the document which government promised to gazette 
and use as a lasting document, speakers including traditional rulers, tribal, religious 
leaders, youth groups, security agencies, Civil Society Organisations and others 
prayed for the parties to adhere and sustain the agreement.

They all commended the Governor for his commitment to peace through his peace 
strides and policies and for personally mediating. 

As a representative of one group and the other came forward to sign, the Gov. 
observed the process and signing process of the agreement, urging them to 
remember to use it as a tool to fish out criminals and bad eggs among them who will 
want to thwart the resolutions. 
He called for one-minute silence to be observed in honour of those who lost their 

lives in the conflict. 
Lalong commended the Bra Irigwe, Rev. Ronku Aka setting up a 16-man intertribal 
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and interreligious committee in Bassa Local Government that came up with the 
laudable peace agreement, and the Plateau Peace Building Agency (PPBA) for 
mediating the process.

As he called the names of the 16 members of the committee to come out and be 
recognized publicly for doing good, Lalong like the other speakers also made a 
confession concerning his desire for the conflict to end. 

He disclosed that while coming out to attend the event, he had butterflies and 
personal conflict within him on whether it will really come to fruition or not but 
expressed gladness that his fears had been put to rest with the successful signing. 
He urged the parties to adhere to the agreement, recalling that when he came on 

board, he had spearheaded a similar peace process with the Beroms and Fulanis and 
today, their challenges have been greatly reduced. 

"I pray that the whole process will succeed and be sustained. I pray that God will keep 
the Bra Irigwe for his foresight in setting the peace committee and spearheading the 
peace process" Lalong said, urging all the stakeholders and people in the communities 
to fish out and denounce the criminals among them whether they are their brothers 
and sisters if they try to bring the success story recorded back to its dark days. 

The Governor also recalled that when his administration came in 2015, he inherited 
numerous security challenges and it was so pronounced that some places was termed 
'no-go areas' because of the serious nature of the conflict, while in some areas, there 
was no construction and government interventions because the people in that 
community did not vote the ruling party. But he said he has worked hard to change the 
narrative to the present peaceful scenario being experienced in most parts of the 
state. 

While urging the media to desist from sensational reporting that inflames conflict, 
Lalong urged all stakeholders and communities who were a part of the peace 
agreement to be committed to its execution so as to set the pace and be an example to 
Nigerians.

THE Academic Staff Union 
of Universities (ASUU), 
Bauchi State University, 
Gadau chapter have been 
dissolved.

Their dissolution has come 
as a result of their refusal to 
s t e p d o w n  a f t e r  t h e  
expiration of their two-year 
tenure.

The National Industrial 
Court, sitting in Gombe made 
the dissolution after a 
lecturer in the university, Dr 
Ibrahim Danjuma had 
instituted the suit, marked 
N I C N / B a u / 0 5 / 2 0 2 2 ,  
challenging the respondents 
for meddling in the electoral 
process of BASUG chapter of 
the union as officials, leaders 
as well as jettisoning of their 
mandate to conduct an 

election for the chapter as 
assigned in congress.

The respondents in the suit 
are the ASUU National 
President, Professor Emanuel 
Osodeke; Bauchi  Zonal  
C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  A S U U ,  
Professor Lawan Abubakar; 
the chairman, Bauchi State 
University chapter of the 
association; Dr Yusuf Musa 
Yahaya; BASU ASUU excos and 
the chapter 's  e lectora l  
committee.

In its judgment, delivered on 
Thursday, 16th June, 2022, the 
court ordered the Dr Yahaya-
led executive council to leave 
office on or before 16th 

August, 2022.
The trial judge, Justice 

Mustapha Tijjani further 
d i r e c t ed  t h e  e l e c t o ra l  
committee to continue with the 
process of electing a new set of 
leaders for the union.

Justice Tijjani also restrained 
the National President of the 
Union, Professor Osodeke and 
Bauchi Zone Coordinator of 
ASUU, Professor Abubakar 
from further recognising Dr 
Yahaya and other executive 
council members as official 
leaders of ASUU, Bauchi State 
University, Gadau, chapter.

The judge then warned the 
national leadership of ASUU 
against interfering with the 
electoral process of the union 
at the university.

increase; noting that WRAPA 
has worked with government 
to end all forms of violence 
perpetrated against women in 
our society.

Deputy Director in the 
Ministry of Justice, Barr Lyop 
Rwang took time to educate 
participants on the various 
sections of the new law and the 
punishment that goes with 
breaking the law. She 
observed that it seeks to 
eliminate all forms of violence 
against women.

Barr Rwang advocated that it 
was expedient for all relevant 
agencies to develop action 
plans for the implementation 
of the law as well as Sexual 
Response Centers as captured 
in the law.

A s  f o r  t h e  G e n d e r  
Opportunity Law (GEO), Barr 
Lyop Rwang appealed to the 
government for the speedy 
establishment of the Gender 
Commission as enshrined in 
the law.

Participants who spoke 
variously to THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD noted that it was 
an opportunity to hold people 
accountable, who have violated 
with levity women, children 
and sometimes men.

They expressed gratitude 
that the state can be proud to 
have a legal framework to 
execute the fight against 
gender based violence.

The two day workshop was 
held at Le Monde Hotel, Jos.

The Irigwe and Fulani peace agreement

T H E  W o m e n  R i g h t s  
Advancement and Protection 
Alternative (WRAPA) has 
e n g a g e d  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  
organizations and critical 
government agencies to 
advance knowledge towards 
a c h i e v i n g  t h e  r i g h t  
implementation strategies in 
fighting gender-based violence.

Plateau State Governor, Barr 
Simon Bako Lalong recently 
signed into law the Violence 
Against Persons Prohibition 
(VAPP) Act to strengthen the 
fight against gender based 
violence.

Senior Programme Officer, 
WRAPA, Mallam Mohammed 
Ibrahim observed that it has 
become a thing of worry that 
despite all the social and 
pol i t ica l  commitment to 
promote women's rights, 
gender based violence is on the 

WRAPA engages CSOs, agencies,
others against violence 

From
LAWAL UMAR ABUBAKAR 

Bauchi,

ASUU Gadau chapter dissolved

THE Directorof USAID 
Funded Intergrated Health 
Programme (IHP), Dr Siaka 
Alhassan Bauchi State, has 
urged the members of 
Journalists for Public Health 
Development Init iat ives 
(J4PD), to be more effective 
and engage in sustainable 
reportage of health related 
issues. 

Dr Siaka Alhassan at the 
opening of a 2 day workplan 
development meeting of the 
NGO held at Chartwell Hotel, 
Misau recently, commended 
members of the NGO for their 

Journalists urged on effective, sustainable reportage

resolve to work in one of the 
delicate areas of journalism, 
health reporting which he said 
is all about humanitarian 
services to the public. 

Alhassan said that their 
efforts have been noted by the 
Country Director of USAID who 
has developed interest in 
supporting the NGO in areas of 
sustainable health reporting for 
development. 

He however urged them not 
to limit their sources of funding 

to one place but partner with 
relevant agencies as many as 
possible in order to expand 
their horizons of sponsorship 
and funding. 

Represented by the Director 
Finance of IHP, Daniel Yerima, 
the State Director of IHP 
stressed the need for J4PD to 
develop an implementable 
work plan in order to attract 
partnership and funding. 

Earlier, Coordinator of J4PD, 
Ms Elizabeth Kah commended 
USAID IHP for training 
members of the NGO on a 
r u d i m e n t s  o f  h e a l t h  

journal ism which is a 
specialized area of the 
profession. 

She also appreciated USAID 
I H P  f o r  f u n d i n g  a n d  
facilitating the work plan 
development meeting saying 
that it will put the NGO on the 
firm stand at the end. 

He then charged members 
to actively participate in the 
work plan development in 
order to have a starting point 
for operation as well as 
ensure that the NGO win 
p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  
collaborations.

 
From

LAWAL UMAR ABUBAKAR 
Bauchi,

Osodeke
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Ballon d'Or 2022

NIGERIA withstood a 
number of adversities before 
narrowly losing to host nation 
Morocco after penalty shoot-

th
out, in a supercharged 12  
Women Africa Cup of Nations 
semi final match in Rabat on 
Monday.

Newsnow said that, a total 
of 45,562 spectators turned 
the Complexe Prince Moulay 
Abdellah into a boiling 
cauldron, and only their 
experience, guts, grit and 
determination kept the nine-
time African champions firmly 
in the game as their every 
move was booed while the 
Lionesses were roared on the 
moment they had the ball.

The Lionesses, who last 
played at the Women AFCON 
22 years ago, before the 
current finals that they are 
hosting, started like a house 
on fire and pegged the 
Falcons to the rear in the early 
minutes. But gangling Ifeoma 
Onumonu should have given 

thNigeria the lead in the 13  
minute when she was 
brilliantly set up by Ngozi 
Okobi-Okeoghene.

Three minutes later, Okobi 
a g a i n  s h o w e d  g o o d  
anticipation to truncate the 
Moroccan surge, and set up 
Onumonu, but the forward 
again failed to make hay.

th
In the 34  minute, Okobi 

deftly intercepted again at 
the edge of the box, but her 
effort screamed away from 
goal.

Admittedly, the Lionesses 
were comfortable on the ball 
with excellent control and 
crisp passes, with captain 
Ghizlane Chebbak, Sanaa 
Mssoudy and the precocious 
Fatima Tagnaout threatening 
the Nigeria goal now and 
again as they weaved swiftly 
about the pitch.

Three minutes into the 
second half, Mauritian referee 
Maria Rivet stopped play for a 
VAR check, only to return and 
hand a red card to midfielder 
Halimat Ayinde. The decision 
shocked the Super Falcons, 
w h o  h a d  b e e n  b e e n  
challenged by lasers focused 
on their eyes by spectators, 
but they refused to cave in to 
onslaught after onslaught by 
Mssoudy, Tagnaout, Yasmin 
Mrabet and Rosella Ayane.

nd
In the 52  minute, captain 

Onome Ebi saved on the line 
with goalkeeper Chiamaka 
Nnadozie stranded, and it was 
the turn of Ashleigh Plumptre 
to do same two minutes later 
as Ebi crashed into Nnadozie 
in yet another invasion by the 
Lionesses.

t hI n  t he  55  m inu te ,  
Rasheedat Ajibade's pull-out 
was plucked by goalkeeper 
Khadija Er-Rmichi, but seven 
minutes later, Nigeria were 
ahead after Ajibade twisted, 
turned and crossed for 
I f e aoma  Onumonu  t o  
powerfully head against the 
upright. The melee saw 
Yasmin Mrabet flick the ball 
into her own net.

Morocco were level only four 
minutes after, when Nnadozie 
failed to deal with a cross by 
the ubiquitous Tagnaout and 
Mssoudy gratefully slammed 
into the net.

stIn the 71  minute, Rivet 

again stopped play for a VAR 
check, and this time handed 
Rasheedat Ajibade a red card, 
reducing the Falcons to nine 
women.

Nnadozie made a dozen 

saves towards the end and in 

the ensuing extra time, with 

the Lionesses all over the 

place, but Nigeria could have 

won it when Gift Monday beat 

the hosts' defence on the 

counter and crashed a well-

measured shot against the 

crossbar, only for the ball to roll 

out.
In the penalty shootout, 

forward Ifeoma Onumonu 

missed for Nigeria as Rita 

Chikwelu, Regina Otu, Ashleigh 

Plumptre and Gift Monday 

scored. Morocco scored all their 

kicks, through Yasmin Mrabet, 

Ghizlane Chebbak, Zineb 

Redouane, Nesryne El Chad and 

Rosella Ayane.

Morocco prevail over nine 
players Super Falcons 

LINDA Motlhalo struck 

deep into stoppage time to 

fire Banyana Banyana into a 

s e c o n d - s u c c e s s i v e  

Women's Africa Cup of 

Nations final following a 1-0 

victory over Zambia at 

Mohamed V Stadium on 

Monday.
Goal said that, it was a 

close contest between the 

two Cosafa teams and it 

took a spot-kick to separate 

them in the dying stages of 

the match.
Djurgarden midfielder 

Motlhalo scored from the 

penalty spot in the fourth 

minute of injury time in 

what was her second goal of 

this tournament. 
W a f c o n :  B a n y a n a  

Banyana anticipated tough 

Zambia encounter
South Africa defender 

B a m b a n a n i  M b a n e  

anticipates a tough Wafcon 

semi - f i na l  encoun te r  

against Zambia on Monday
South Africa will now wait 

to know who they will meet 

in the final between hosts 

Morocco and Nigeria who 

are due to clash in another 

semi-final match. 
Having previously finished 

as Wafcon runners-up on 

five occasions, Banyana will 

be hoping to finally get it 

right this time around for 

their first continental title.
Banyana coach Desiree 

 Motlhalo penalty sends Banyana 
Banyana into final

Ellis dropped from the 

starting line-up midfielder 

Mapula Kgoale, Lebohang 

Ramalepe while left-back 

Sibulele Holweni was 

absent.
Ful l -backs Bongekla 

Gamede and Karabo 

Dhlamini were back to start 

as  Mel inda Kgad iete  

r e tu rned  to  pa r tne r  

Jermaine Seoposenwe 

upfront. 

Zambia coach Bruce 
Mwape replaced goalkeeper 
Hazel Nali with Catherine 
Musonda in what was the 
only change from the line-
up that beat Senegal in the 
quarter-finals.

Mwape also opted to set up 
a frontline of three forwards 
Xiomara Mapepa, Lubandji 
and Avell Chitundu.

Shepolopolo showed from 
the start they were going to 
give Banyana a tough 
e v e n i n g  w i t h  s o m e  
threatening play. 

An unmarked Ochumba 
Lubandji failed to connect 
while being inside the box, 
connecting with a cross 
from the left side off Grace 
Chanda nine minutes into 
the contest.

Moments later, it was 
Chanda's turn to shoot just 
wide, failing to direct her 
effort having been well-
positioned.

Following the trouble of 
having to thwart Zambia's 
danger, Banyana got a good 
opportunity to take the lead 
from a freekick outside the 
box but Refiloe Jane's kick 
did not trouble goalkeeper 
Musonda just after the half-
hour mark.

But Shepolopolo were 
back shortly after with 
Mapepa forcing Gamede to 
clear the danger.

Jane tried again on 34 
minutes but shot weakly 
from the edge of the box and 
the teams went into the 
half-time break goalless.

Banyana then thought 
they  had  a  g lo r ious  
opportunity to score 13 
minutes into the second half 
when they were awarded a 
penalty by referee Lidya 
Tafesse Abebe. 

But the video assistant 
referee overturned Tafesse 
Abebe's decision for a free-
kick as South Africa had got 
back into the game to stop 
Zambia's dominance.

Goals, however, continued 
to elude both sides but with 
seven minutes to go, South 
Africa substitute Hilda 
Magaia almost got the 
breakthrough from close 
range but Musonda did well 
to save.

Banyana Banyana

taking part in any form of 
betting activities.”

He went on: “We as a 
t e a m  w e r e  u t m o s t  
disappointed with the level 
o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  
officiating of the games in 
the state cup.”

“Just before the end of 
the normal time, the 
match officials ended the 
m a t c h  w i t h o u t  t h e  
additional time and before 
the end of the 90th minute 
so the game could end in 
penalties. We opted not to 
play the penalties, but the 
Ogun State FA insisted we 
played, or risk being 
banned.”

Remo Stars: FA to investigate match fixing
N I G E R I A  F o o t b a l l  

Federation (NFF) will launch 
a probe into allegations of 
match-fixing following the 
bizarre penalty shoutout 
between Remo Stars and 
Ijebu United during the 
Ogun State FA Cup final last 
Thursday.

Goal said that, NFF wants 
to find out exactly what 
happened after the two 
teams were involved in the 
unusual shootout.

This follows an incident 
captured in a video, that has 
since gone viral, where the 
Remo Stars goalkeeper 
appeared to do little to stop 
the opposition penalties 
while Remo players seemed 
to purposely miss the 
target.

Ijibu went on to win the 
match 3-0 on penalties in 
what was the regional 
qualifying tournament 
where both finalists qualify 
for the National FA Cup 
competition but the incident 
left a bitter taste in the 
mouths of observers who 
suspec ted  someth ing  
sinister might have been at 
play and now NFF what to 
find out what exactly 
happened.

 "There wi l l  be an 
investigation," said NFF 
g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  
Mohammed Sanusi as 
reported by 

He added: "It is very, very 
embarrassing. I have 
already directed the head of 
the NFF Head of Integrity to 
handle the investigation."

Remo Stars had, however, 
denied the match-fixing 

ESPN.

a l l ega t i ons  w i t h  c l ub  
secretary Michael Onikute 
telling GOAL that the players 
were protesting against the 
refereeing decisions during 
the final.

“ We l l ,  f i r s t  o n  t h e  
allegations of match-fixing, 
this is totally false,” said 
Onikute.

“What I can deduce from 
the social media posts is that 
some individuals are trying to 
get much attraction by 
posting the [penalties] video 
with the word match-fixing, 
because they know it would 
alert the football world,” he 
added.

“You will also see that 
they never presented a 
concrete explanat ion 
about the game rather 
than match-fixing. That 
shows  the  l eve l  o f  
unprofessionalism of such 
journalists involved in the 
propaganda. If indeed the 
match was fixed, we would 
not have streamed the 
game live on our social 
media channels.”

“That being said, the 
game in question was not 
even credible enough to be 
on any sports betting 
platform and all team 
members are banned from 

 Remo Stars

Falcons
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THE Chairman, Plateau 
State Football Association, 
Sunday  Longbap,  has  
highlighted that the Nigeria 
Football Federation (NFF) has 
its election procedures of 
which must be duty followed 
in any of their election.

He disclosed this in an 
interview with THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD sports desk, 
during the opening ceremony 
o f  t h e  Coa ch  F i d e l i s  
Ilechukwu's Peace Football 
Tournament, held at the 
Rwang  Pam Townsh i p  
Stadium recently.

Longbap who is NFF Board 
member stressed that, the 
date line of the election is 
September.

“well, in any elections, there 
are procedures that must be 
duely followed, September is 
the time frame of this present 
Board to windup their 
programmes in order for 
election to be conducted, but 
I don't want to join words with 
the executive Board of the 
association, who are saddled 
with the responsibility of 
fixing dates of congress, in 
order to bring out a blue print 
for the election, but we had 
hitches, especially with the 
Corona Virus pandemic, 
which affected the calendar”, 
he said.

“The Federal Government 
advised that the date line 
should be adhered to but not 
interfering with the activities 
of the Board, because the 
association is an independent 
body and there are those 
s a d d l e d  w i t h  t h e  

responsibility of handling its 
issues, he added.

The chairman expressed 
happiness with the organizer 
of the tournament, which he 
said hidden talents will be 
discovered.

“I am here to witness a 
peace football competition 
organized by the Technical 
Adviser of Plateau United 
which is a grassroots football 
tournament and I will always 
identify with such kind of 
tournament because hidden 
talents will be discovered and 
engaged positively”, he 

declared.
While commenting on the 

Plateau United continental 
slot, the chairman stressed 
that this is not the first time 
the club is representing the 
country at the continental 
championship.

“Plateau United has been 
champions of the Nigerian 
Professional Football league 
(NPFL) in the past seasons 
and  had p layed the 
continental tournament, we 
will do our best to ensure they 
p e r f o r m  w e l l  i n  t h e  
championship”, he concluded. 

FG orders all athletes to undergo drugs
 tests ahead Commonwealth games 

By ANDRE D. BISYIT 

T H E  P l a t e a u  S t a t e  
Government has assured 
players and management of 
Plateau United Football Club 
of Jos that it will not relent in 
supporting the team as they 
represent Nigeria in next 
season's CAF Champions 
League.

This was contained in a 
press sttement signed by the 
club’s media officer, Albert 

P/Utd assures of state government support
Dakup and made available to 
THE NIGERIA STANDARD 
sports desk, it stated that, 
the State Commissioner for 
S p o r t s  a n d  Y o u t h  
Development, Victor Lapang, 
gave the assurance while 
addressing the team shortly 
after they defeated Enyimba 
International of Aba one-nil 
in the last match of the 

2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2  N i g e r i a  
Professional Football League 
p l a y e d  a t  t h e  J o s  
International Stadium , 
Sunday.

Lapang explained that 
government will provide all 
that is needed to ensure the 
team perform well in the 
competition  and urged them 
to reciprocate that gesture 

SERENA Williams will 
continue her comeback next 
month at the National Bank 
Open in Toronto, Canada.

BBC SPORT said that, the 
23-time grand slam singles 
champion played in her first 
singles tournament for a 
year at Wimbledon but did 
not commit on her future 
plans.

However, the American, 
40, has signed up to play at 
one of the US Open warm-up 
tournaments, beginning on 
8 August.

She has won the US Open 
six times but is currently 
unranked having not won a 
singles match for more than 
a year.

Wil l iams returned to 
competitive tennis in the 
doubles at Eastbourne last 
month having not played 
since retiring injured from 
her first-round match at 
Wimbledon last year.

Many wondered whether 
one of the greatest players 
of all time might have 
s l i p p e d  q u i e t l y  i n t o  
retirement, but before this 
year's Wimbledon she said: 
"I didn't retire. I just needed 
to heal physically, mentally.

"I had no plans, to be 
honest. I just didn't know 

when I would come back. I 
didn't know how I would 
come back."

Williams is one major short 
o f  Au s t ra l i a n  p l aye r  
Margaret Court's record 24 
Grand Slam singles titles.

At this year's Wimbledon 
she lost in the first round to 
Harmony Tan and, speaking 
about her hopes of playing 
at Flushing Meadows, she 
said: "When you're at home, 

especially in New York, and 
the US Open, that being the 
first place I've won a Grand 
Slam is something that's 
always super special.

"There's definitely lots of 
motivation to get better and 
to play at home."

Williams' first Grand Slam 
title was the US Open in 
1999, and her most recent 
at the Australian Open in 
2017.

by remaining focus and 
committed to the task ahead.

The Commissioner who 
congratulated the team for 
finishing second in the NPFL 
by picking one of the two CAF 
Champions League tickets at 
stake, said they have made 
the state proud with that 
achievement.

He commended the General 
Manager of the Club , Pius 
Henwan  fo r  i n s t i l l i ng  
discipline, hardwork and 
commitment in the team and 
p rom i sed  gove rnment  
support to enable him 
succeed in the continental 
assignment.

General Manager of the 
Club, Pius Henwan  informed 
the players that preparations 
ahead of the CAF Champions 
L e a g u e  h a s  a l r e a d y  
commenced and assured 
them that management is 
working round the clock to 
ensure that their welfare is 
properly taken care of.

" Remember, in our last two 
previous campaigns, we 
failed to go beyond the 
preliminary stages of the 
competition . This time 
around , I want you to brace 
up for the challenges ahead 

and   get into the group stage 
of the competition , so that 
we can make Plateau State 
and Nigeria proud.

Henwan who expressed 
confidence in the ability of his 
team to deliver , assured that 
they will be properly kitted 
while their welfare which is 
always a paramount concern 
to management, will be 
accorded top priority more 
than ever before.

Technical Adviser of the 
team ,  Coach F ide l i s  
Ilechukwu commended the 
Genera l  Manager  and 
Technical Director of the club 
for their unflinching support , 
describing them as the best 
he has ever worked with.

Captain of the team, Golbe 
Elisha who spoke on behalf of 
the players , appreciated  the 
management for their 
massive support and urged 
them to improve on the 
existing welfare of the team.

 The Peace Boys who 
finished second at the end of 
the season, will now fly 
Nigeria's flag in the CAF 
Champions League alongside 
newly crowed Champions , 
R i v e r s  U n i t e d  o f  
Portharcourt. 

32  teams to participate in Tukur's Football Tourney
FROM MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI,

 KEFFI

THE football competition 
sponsored by the Senatorial 
c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  A l l  
Progressive Congress (APC) 
in the Nasarawa West 
Constituency of Nasarawa 
State, Architect Shehu 
Ahmed Tukur among 32 
football clubs in Keffi Local 
Government  Area  has  
officially kick – off at the keffi 
mini stadium during the 
weekend. 
Already, all the football teams 
to  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  the  
competit ion have been 
registered and adequately 
prepared to make  their 
debut. 
Speaking with the NIGERIA 
STANDARD SPORTS desk, 
during the opening match, 
the Chairman of the Keffi 
Amatuer Football Association 
(KAFA) ,  Ma lam Sa l lau  
Zubairu stated that the 
purpose of organizing the 
competition is to promote the 
game of football amongst the 
teeming football loving 
youths in the area especially 
that it is loaded with 
advantages apart from being 
a source of lesure. 
He started that the since the 
Senatorial candidate has a 
great passion towards the 
development youths and 
sporting activities he feels 
highly  committed  to 
organize the competition so 

that the youths can build a 
carrier in football since it has 
already assume the status of 
a vehicle for national and 
international integration 
diplomacy and job creation. 
Meanwhile, the chairman of 

the competition Mohammed 
Yakubu Dikko has assured 
that adequate preparation 
has been put in place, 
explaining that after this 
edition the competition would 
be expanded to cover the 

w h o l e  s e n a t o r i a l  
constituency. 
Meanwhile, the opening 
match between the Goriya 
A c a d e m y  a n d  A u n a m  
Academy has ended up in a 
one-one draw.  

 COACH Zakary Baraje has 

so far selected 40 players that 

would later be screened to 

form the newly Keffi United 

Football Club of keffi to play in 

the National Football League 

in the country. 
Speaking with newsmen in 

Keffi immediately after the 

final match of the Turaki Unity 

Football match competition a 

platform that was used for the 

selections of the players, 

coach Baraje described the 

selection exercise as quite 

successful and promising. 
“The selection process was 

quite successful and it 

appears to be impressive and  

promising also as all the 

players selected to be later 

screened are good ones that 

can hit the ground running as 

far as the game of football is 

concerned” he asserted. 
He stated that it was after 

40 players  to play at the
 lower division league

From
MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI,

 KEFFI

the screening exercise that 

the best ones would be 

selected to form the new team 

that would play its matches in 

t h e  N a t i o n a l  L e a g u e  

Competition. 
Bara je  then  thanked  

Senator Adamu for the 

opportunity given to him to 

perform his duties in that 

regards as well as the officials 

and co-coordinators of the 

competitions for the support 

rendered to him in that 

regards. 
The NIGERIA STANDARD 

SPORT desk recalled that 

Coach Zakary Baraje was 

appo in ted  by  Sena to r  

Abdullahi Adamu the current 

National Chairman of the All 

Progressive Congress (APC) 

and sponsor of the Turaki 

U n i t y  F o o t b a l l  C u p  

competition to use the 

competition as a platform to 

select players that would be 

use to form the keffi  United 

Football Club. 
The players would be 

selected from the five Local 

Government Areas namely; 

Ka r u ,  Ke f f i ,  Ko k o n a ,  

Nasarawa and Toto that 

made-up the Nasarawa 

Western Senatorial District. 

NFF guidelines must be 
followed in election-Longbap

Longbap

Williams to continue comeback 
at US Open 

Williams

Plateau United
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ALEX Morgan's 78th-minute 

penalty sealed the USA's 

place at the 2024 Olympics as 

they beat Canada 1-0 in the 

Concacaf W Championship 

final.
BBC SPORT said that, 

Morgan netted her 118th 

international goal after 

Allysha Chapman fouled 

American Rose Lavelle in the 

area.
Victory in Mexico avenged 

the world champions' shock 

defeat by Canada in last 

year's Olympic semi-finals.
Canada, the reigning 

Olympic champions, will face 

Jamaica next year for the 

other Concacaf spot at Paris 

2024.
Jamaica qualified for the 

Olympic play-off by winning 

the W Championship's third-

place match, as Kalyssa van 

Zanten scored in the 102nd 

minute to give them a 1-0 

extra-time victory over Costa 

Rica.
Morgan only returned to 

international duty with the 
USA in June after an eight-
month break that she says 
helped her "mentally and 

physically".
"I feel like I'm in form, and 

some of the younger players are 

able to look up to the older 

players," she said. 
"It always feels good to be 

called a champion. So this game 

means a lot to us. It's always 

going to mean a lot. Canada 

gave us a run for our money. But 

we prevailed and feel good 

about the performance."
All four W Championship semi-

finalists have secured places at 

the 2023 World Cup in Australia 

and New Zealand.

CAMEROON and Senegal 

have secured a passage into 

the 2023 Fifa Women's World 

Cup inter-confederation play-

offs following victories over 

Botswana and Tun is ia  

respectively in the fifth and 

sixth place play-offs of the 

Women's Africa Cup of 

Nations on Sunday.
Goal said that, we now know 

which nations from Africa are 

through to the World Cup 

inter-confederation play-offs.
Cameroon, who qualified for 

the 2019 World Cup in France 

by virtue of reaching the 2018 

Wafcon semi-final, suffered a 

1-0 loss to holders Nigeria in 

the quarter-finals and needed 

a brilliant goal from Ajara 

Nchout to seal their ticket.
The Inter Milan forward 

picked the ball outside the 

box before firing in a 

thunderous shot that flew 

past Botswana goalkeeper 

Maitumelo Bosija on the 

stroke of half-time.
The second half was quiet with 

neither side posing danger but 

the Indomitable Lionesses 

were reduced to 10 when 

Fadimatou Aretouyap was 

sent off for a stump on Bosija 

with 10 minutes remaining.
C a m e r o o n  l e a v e  t h e  

tournament disappointed, 

having failed to achieve their 

main target of a semi-final 

p lace  whi le  they on ly  

managed one win before 

Sunday's match with two 

draws in the group stages 

landing them the difficult 

knockout fixture with Nigeria.
Botswana, meanwhile gave a 

good account of themselves in 

what  was  the i r  debut  

appearance at Wafcon given 

they played the top three 

ranked nations (Nigeria, South 

Africa and Cameroon) and still 

managed to reach the quarter-

finals. 
Senegal secured their passage 

into the inter-confederation 

play-offs after edging out 

Tunisia 4-2 on post-match 

penalties following a 1-1 draw in 

r e g u l a t i o n  t i m e .  T h e  

Senegalese will now try their 

luck in the 10-team playoff in 

New Zealand in Februarya and 

Europe have one place apiece.

Morgan penalty secures CONCACAF
 victory for US

Cameroon, Senegal seal Women's World 
Cup play-off slots

THE government  o f  
B a y e l s a  S t a t e  h a s  
challenged Bayelsa United 
to double efforts to gain 
promotion to the Nigeria 
P ro fess i ona l  Foo tba l l  
League (NPFL).

NPFL News said that, 
Bayelsa State Deputy 
G o v e r n o r  L a w r e n c e  
Ewhrudjakpo gave the 
charge at the weekend 
when he hosted the players 
and technical crew of the 
club to a dinner at the 
Government House in 
Yenagoa.

The quarterly dinner, an 
initiative of the Deputy 
Governor, was put together 
as a morale booster for the 
team to surmount their 
opponents in upcoming 
matches.

A statement by the Senior 
Special Assistant to the 
Deputy Governor on Media, 
Doubara Atasi, quoted 
Senator Ewhrudjakpo, as 
saying that both female and 
male teams of the state had 
become signature names in 
the nation's football history.

Consequently, Corporate 
Nigeria , according to the 
Deputy Governor, are now 
showing interest in the 
sponsorship of the state-
owned football clubs.

While calling on the 
players to keep their eyes 
fixed on qualifying for the 
premier league, particularly 
as they currently sit top on 
the log, he urged them not 
to rest on their laurels as 
winners of the nation's 
National League.

He used the opportunity to 
r e a s s u r e  t h e m  o f  
government's unflinching 
support, noting that the 
Governor Douye Diri-led 
admin i s t ra t i on  wou ld  
continue to prioritise their 
welfare.

Ewhrudjakpo said: “We 
are very proud of you. Our 
t e ams  have  b e c ome  
signature and household 
names in national football. 
When I travelled recently 
with the Commissioner for 
Youths and Sports, to get 
sponsors, a lot of them said 
they couldn't wait to 

State Gov't back Bayelsa United 
to qualify for NPFL’

become your sponsors.
“So, you can be rest 

assured that you will get 
sponsors from banks and 
companies by next year. I 
want you to know that, you 
are already the pride of 
Nigerian football, and when 
you gain promotion into the 
premier league, you are 
going to defeat those same 
teams you defeated during 
the AITEO Cup.”

“We have broken all the 
records of the state 
governor when he was 
Commissioner for Youths 
and Sports. Our major 
challenge now is, the 
promotion of Bayelsa 
United to the premier 
league, and we believe that, 
by the next two matches 
the coast will be very clear 
for us.

“We will not joke with your 
welfare. This dinner is part 
of our promise to you that 
we are going to be meeting 
every quarter and we are 
determined to keep every 
promise made to you. That 
is why we are doing 
everything possible to 
equip you for every game 
ahead.”

In their separate goodwill 
messages, the Majority 
Leader of the Bayelsa State 

House of Assembly, Hon. 
Monday Obolo- Bubou and 
the Minority Whip c, Hon 
Timi Omubo-Agala, praised 
the state government for its 
unrelenting support and 
commitment to sports 
development in the state.

n his remarks, the State 
Commissioner for Youths 
and Sports, Dr. Daniel Igali, 
described the state-owned 
football clubs as ranking 
among the best-looked-
after teams in the country, 
irrespective of the league 
and position they occupy. He 
thanked Governor Diri and 
h i s  Depu ty,  Sena t o r  
Ewhrudjakpo, for attaching 
high premiums on sports 
development.

Meanwhile, the Chairman 
of Bayelsa United FC, Ebiki 
Timitimi, while narrating 
their journey in the National 
League, explained that 
though the road was rough 
at the beginning, the Team 
is now confident about 
victory as the season 
gradually winds down.

Timitimi equally thanked 
the state government for 
t h e  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  
encouragement being given 
to the team with a view to 
getting their best in both 
home and away features.

KANO Pillars' frantic effort to 
escape being relegated from 
the Nigeria Professional 
Football League, NPFL has 
suffered a terminal blow.

NPFL News said that, this 
follows the decision by the 
Appeals Committee of the 
Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF) to turn down the club's 
appeal against the three points 
deduction earlier sanctioned 
b y  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n ' s  
Disciplinary Committee.

With 45 points going into 
their last match of the season 
against Shooting Stars, Pillars 
already had the herculean task 
of beating the Oluyole Warriors 
by at least a three-goal margin 
to save their Premier League 
status.

However, with the deduction 
of the three points, Pillars are 
left with 42 points which all but 
confirms their relegation to the 
Nigeria National League (NNL).

Pillars will have themselves 

to blame for their avoidable 
predicament as the latest 
points deduction means 
they lost six points this 
season to violent conduct 
either by their fans or 
officials.

The Decision of the 
Appeals Committee read: 
“F inding No.5 of the 
Disciplinary Committee, 
which was not appealed 
against by the Appellant, 
was what the Committee 
found as the main crux of the 
disruption of the match by 
the attack of the Kano 
Pillars' former Chairman on 
Asst. Referee 1, as shown in 
the pictorial evidence 
presented before the 
Committee. In view of the 
above, the appeal fails.

“On the issue of the 
destroyed camera, the 
Committee agrees that the 
memory card was removed 
and the pouch of the 
microphone was destroyed, 

as such, this constitutes 
damage to  property,  
therefore, the appeal fails.

“The decision of the 
Disciplinary Committee is 
h e r e b y  u p h e l d .  
Consequently, the appeal is 
hereby dismissed.

“ O n  t h e  L e a g u e  
Management Company's 

letter dated 14th July 2022, 
addressed to the General 
Secretary, Nigeria Football 
Federation, having found 
t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  i s  
contemptuous, League 
Management Company is 
hereby barred from sending 
such letter to the Nigeria 
Football Federation.

NPFL: Kano Pillars relegated after losing appeal

Morgan

PillarsCameroon
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