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Alarming back log 
of workers’ salaries

There is clear evidence that several state Governments in Nigeria are now struggling to meet up with monthly 
payment of workers' salaries which in the midst of the present economic realities is adding an excruciating pain to 
families who rely solely on their bread winners to put bread on the table. KENNETH DARENG examines the situation 
and its impact on civil servants.                           Pages 10, 31
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E d i t o r i a l

THE Nigeria Police Force (NPF) is an important organ of 

the security networking in the country saddled with the 

onerous task of maintaining internal security. It then 

means that the force should be courteous, civil and 

friendly at all times since its jurisdiction of operation 

has to do with the citizens of the country. Little wonder, 

a popular saying goes thus: Police is your friend!”

RECENTLY,   the news media, particularly the social 

media variant, were agog with the story of a Nigeria 

police personnel brutalizing openly, a Nigerian citizen, 

for no crime done. This perfidy of brutalization of 

Nigerian citizens by the Nigerian police, whose taxes of 

the citizens are used to maintain and pay (police) has 

become legendary.

EVEN with outcry from the citizens, the police personnel 

seem emboldened with this aforementioned instance. 

The police personnel was said to have boasted that 

“nothing dey happen.” Allegedly adding that after all he 

will give return.” This is not only shameful, but a 

scandal of monumental proportion. After being caught 

in this heinous act, you are talking of returns. Returns 

to who?

WE believe that, so many things have gone wrong with 

the Nigeria Police Force NPF) over the years. The 

recruitment process into the force of recent has been 

without proper security thereby allowing crooks and 

criminals to get access into the system. Again, apart 

from the recruitment process being faulty,   it has also 

been monetized. How can you collect money from a 

recruit and once he/she gets successful, you want such 

a personnel to be loyal and patriotic without resorting 

to all means possible for him/her to recoup the 

recruitment money?

MERIT as a prime criterion for joining the Force has since 

taken a flight. Today, the field is wide for misfit and 

charlatans whose mental status is questionable. If not, 

why should police personnel embark on this brazen 

bizarre act of brutalizing the Nigerian citizens? We are 

therefore of the opinion that, there should be a 

comprehensive mental and drug tests for people who 

want to join the force and even periodic tests for those 

who are already in the system.

IT is equally on record too that politicians of all colours 

have sadly hijacked the police institution. Notoriously 

known for this are a large number of members of the 

National Assembly. At every recruitment, they have 

their allotted number of recruits given. Playing politics 

with such a sensitive exercise will not augur well for the 

security of the nation and the safety of its people and 

their property. But it must be said here that, it is not 

only members of the National Assembly that are guilty 

of this misdemeanor. Other elites, the high and mighty, 

are equally involved.

WE believe that decentralization of the Police Force will 

go a long way in curbing the excesses presently being 

exhibited by the Nigerian police. For instance, with 

community policing, it is expected that those to be 

recruited must be known by most, if not all members of 

that community. That done, monitoring of such a 

personnel will equally be easier and the recruit will 

avoid all acts of misbehavior.

AGAIN, we strongly discourage payment before 

recruitment into the Nigeria Police Force (NPF).It is 

obvious that anybody that pays before getting the job, 

that persons loyalty and patriotism cannot be 

guaranteed and it is an ill  wind that blows no one any 

good! Therefore, recruitments not only into the Police 

Force but elsewhere should be seen to have followed 

due process with merit as a sine quo none.

WE are aware that the brutal police personnel has been 

dismissed from the Force. As commendable as it may 

be, they should be arraigned, prosecuted and if found 

guilty, commiserate punishment should be metedton 

him to serve as deterrent for his likes. The victim too, 

should be adequately compensated.
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conducive learning environment for 
the girls in the pursuance of their 
education career".

"My administration is committed to 
the project inaugurated in April 2022 
in the state because it protects girls 
and children on securing education", 
the governor said.

While commending the World Bank 
for extending this timely funding 
partnership to Plateau State, Lalong 
said the entire project, when fully 
completed, will change the face of 
education in Plateau State and give 
the girl-child a brighter future, while 
the state will eventually benefit from 
a total sum of $3,972,000 dollars in 
scholarship and infrastructural 
expansion.

Tasking the implementing partners 
to desist from corrupt practices that 
will jeopardise the success of the 
p ro j e c t ,  La l ong  u rged  the  
beneficiaries to strive to make 
Plateau and Nigeria proud.

"I wish to warn all those that will 
benefit from the programme and 
those who shall be responsible for 
implementation that we shall not 
tolerate any act of corruption, 
manipulation and abuse in this 
journey. I will personally carry out 
m y  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o n  t h e  
implementation through anonymous 
channels that will report directly to 
me about the progress of the project. 
Anyone found in breach will not be 
spared", he warned. 

Plateau State Commissioner for 
Secondary Education, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Wapmuk, disclosed that the first 
tranche of the disbursement covers 9 
selected Local Governments with 
funds to be disbursed for School 
Improvement Grant, and Conditional 
Cash Transfer to adolescent girls of 
between 10 and 20 years in both 
junior and secondary schools. 

She said "under the Schools 
Improvement Grant, various public 
secondary schools across the State 
will get between 3 to 6 million naira 
to carry out critical interventions that 
address the challenges of the girl 
child in order to enable them stay 
and complete their studies". 

The commissioner appealed to the 
beneficiaries to use this opportunity 
to make their families proud, register 

Page  2

Plateau State in the map of 
successful States in the utilization 
of the intervention, and also put 
Nigeria in the map of very serious 
and committed nations so that 
others can enjoy similar gesture in 
the future. 

Giving the project overview, 
State Project Coordinator Mr. Saje 
Joseph Adeh said over N828 million 
will be given to 309 Junior and 
Senior Secondary Schools for the 
Schools Improvement Grants while 
over N183 million will be accessed 
by 18,036 students in 618 schools 
across the entire State for the 
Conditional Cash Transfer. 

He explained that the selection of 
the benefitting Local Governments 
and schools is carried out with a 
strong focus on areas with low 
Secondary transition rates for girls 
from the poorest households. 

"The project is part of FG's long 
term education agenda to curtail 
high rate of our of school girls, 
early marriage, adolescent 
pregnancy and other challenges to 
school education and the aim is to 
improve rate of completion of 
secondary school and encourage 
girl child education, and the project 
area is across the 17 Local 
government areas", said the 
Coordinator. 

Consultant of the Agile Project, 
Engr Aliyu Hamman in his remarks 
said his team has gone round the 3 
senatorial zones of the state on 
assessment tour. 

He said the state will benefit 
immensely from the project and 
commended the government for 
being proactive and the next 
benefiting state after Katsina to 
kick-off the project. 

Responding on behalf of the 
benefitting schools, All Nigeria 
Confederation Of Principals of 
Secondary Schools ( ANCOPSS) 
Chairman Plateau State, Mr. James 
Dimlong, said the step taken by 
Governor Lalong to pursue this 
fund ing  w i l l  revo lu t ion i se  
education in the state by 
address ing many press ing 
challenges that have to do with 
infrastructure and capacity 
building.

Also, a Good will message from 
Zenith Bank representative 
assured of proper distribution of 
the money through internet 
banking.

lateau Governor Simon 
Bako Lalong has flagged 
off the Adolescent Girls P

Initiative for Learning and 
Empowerment (AGILE) as well 
as the Condit ional  Cash 
Transfer (CCT) to 300 schools to 
facilitate the education of girls 
from poor backgrounds. 

This is part of efforts of his 
administration to improve access to 
education among rural and indigent 
girls in the state.

While distributing the grants on 
Friday, August 19 2022 at New 
Government House, Little Rayfield, 
Jos, Governor Lalong said the 
programme which is a partnership 
between the World Bank, Federal 
Government and Plateau State was 
initiated to encourage and restore 
hope to girls that have dropped out 
of school as a result of lack of funds 
for fees, cultural hindrances to 
education, or non-availability of 
schools in their immediate 
communities.

He disclosed that Plateau is 
among the 7 pioneer states for the 
project and assured that his Rescue 
Administration places high value in 
the girl-child education, hence, the 
commitment on seeing to the 
successful launching of the 
conditional cash transfer and school 
improvement grants. 

He said his administration has 
made frantic efforts in providing 
safe and accessible learning spaces, 
fostering an enabling environment 
for girls, and in the recent past, 
signed into law bills passed by the 
Plateau State House of Assembly to 
protect girls, children, womanhood 
and the vulnerable in general from 
molestations of any kind.

Lalong explained that, "The World 
Bank in collaboration with the state 
a n d  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
intervention faci l i tated this 
counterpart arrangement which 
involves large expansion in 
infrastructure which is intended to 
support adolescent girls in junior 
and senior secondary schools to 
en j oy  s pe c i a l  s c ho l a r sh i p  
programmes, adding that, "the 
programme is also meant to provide 

May 2022, given the affected 

stations “ two weeks to renew their 
licenses and pay their debts or 

consider their licenses revoked⋯”
“ Three months after the 

publication, some licensees are yet 

to pay their outstanding debts,”  
NBC wrote in the Friday statement.

It listed some of the affected 
stations. They include Silverbird TV, 
Rhythm FM, AIT/RayPower FM, and 
MITV.

in Ogun State.
Ms Odeh was murdered 10 days 

after she won a beauty pageant 
contest in the school.

She was killed by suspected 
kidnappers while on her way to 
Ipara, in the Ode Remo area of the 
state.

She was said to have boarded a 
commercial motorcycle at night 
before her disappearance.

“The modus operandi of the serial 
killer is to pretend as a commercial 
motorcyclist popularly known as 
'okada'  and pick his targeted victim 
as passenger,” Mr Oyeyemi said in 
the statement.

Such victim who are mainly women 
will be taken to an isolated area, 
raped and brutally murdered in cold 
blood.

While many of the affected 
stations are privately owned, there 
were also some public stations 
such as Kogi State Broadcasting 
Corporation and Kwara State 
Broadcasting Corporation.

NBC, which regulates the 
broadcast industry, has been 
criticised in the past for arbitrarily 
imposing fines on TV and radio 
stations over controversial 
programmes.

While the Command is doing 
everything possible to apprehend 
the hoodlum, it is necessary to 
alert the public to be on their guard 
and be wary of any okada man with 
whom they want to embark on a 
journey, most especially in the 
night.

“ For safety reasons, the 
command hereby advise that 
passengers should endeavour to 
demand for the phone number of 
okada rider who wants to carry 
them in the night. They should also 
make a call to such number to 
ascertain its authenticity.

“This will give security agencies 
a lead in their investigation in the 
e ven t  o f  a ny  un t o wa r d s  

development.”

he Nigerian government has 
announced the revocation of the T

broadcast licenses of 52 television 
and radio stations. It also ordered 
the affected station to “shut down 
their operations” within the next 
2 4  hours.

The Niger ia  Broadcast ing 
Commission (NBC) in a statement 
said the licenses were revoked 
because the stations failed to renew 
their licenses as required by law.

The commission said it had, in 

he police in Ogun State have Traised an alarm over the 
activities of a yet to be identified 

“ serial killer”  disguised as a 
commercial motorcyclist.

The command in a statement on 
Friday warned residents against 
boarding commercial motorcycles 
at night, especially at or to an 
isolated area.

Abimbola Oyeyemi, the police 
spokesperson in the state, advised 
residents, in a statement on Friday, 
to henceforth demand the phone 
number of okada riders before 
boarding their motorcycles.

The warning comes days after the 
murder of Happiness Odeh, a 
student of the Moshood Abiola 
Polytechnic (MAPOLY), Abeokuta, 

By PALANG KASMI

Lalong flags-off 1bn WB 
AGILE grants to 300 schools  

Police launch manhunt for 'serial killer' 

Nigeria revokes 52 radio, TV stations  licenses

Police must stop 
incessant brutality
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whose humility knows no bounds, is 
increasingly rising as a cowboy 
would use the back of a horse 
instinctively protecting and aiming 
steadily from relative obscurity to 
where he has found himself today; 
even if he may not have succeeded 
in all endeavours as the governor.

God may have used a number of 
people to catapult him to where he 
is today; that is enough reason to 
believe in the efficacy of the powers 
of God to raise men from grass to 
grace. It is understood, much was 
expected of him when he rode to 
Government House. The question to 
ask is: Have we remained where we 
used to be since 2015?

Depending on which side of the 
divide you may be placed, an 
answer to his style of governance 
may be acerbic and caustic; 
however for many others, they may 
be circumspect as to where we are 
coming from with a view to correct 
and move ahead with our 
development.

From what we may have 
observed, it will be difficult for the 
youths to be dissuaded from 
criticizing; as they know they have a 
responsibility to hold leaders to the 
best of standards, even if they have 
to bring the heavens down. The 
manner may be harsh and or nice, it 
is the responsibility of the leader to 
read through and discover if he 
needs help from the myriads of “the 
noise of malice or avarice or politics 
or sycophancy and do what they 
should do. Whether it is said with 
sugar topping or served with 
bitterness. We pamper politicians 
too much and that's why we get 
what we get: Underperformance, 
entitlement, arrogance. Little 
wonder (some of) our leaders will 
never understand that leadership is 
about service”.

The tilt towards the hatred for one 
another rather than the pursuit of 
other engagements opened to us is 
not for the want of better things; 
they are consistently recruited and 
found willing tools in the hands of 
'aggrieved and failed politicians'. 

RUTH be told, I cannot lay 
claims to knowing the Plateau TState Governor, Barr Simon 

Bako Lalong to the point of holding 
fort for him, however, if there is 
nothing that may attract you to 
him; I am nonetheless challenged 
by his humility. It is the price he has 
paid from being a local Ajikamai boy 
to the exalted position he now 
occupies. Only God can be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s u c h  a  
transformation.

For those who do not know, 
Governor Simon Bako Lalong came 
to our aid when I served as state 
chairman, Nigeria Union of 
Journalists. My colleagues had 
given us the nod to establish an 
Endowment Fund for the purpose of 
helping journalists who had 
challenges, without resorting in 
most cases to government, 
corporate and individuals for 
assistance.

Pronto, when he was informed 
that we needed his assistance to get 
a link to then Rivers State Governor, 
Rotimi Amaechi, who has had a 
personal relationship with him, he 
agreed without hesitation. That 
opened for the Council, the doors by 
him: Not only did the Rivers State 
governor agree, he represented 
him on the launch date and donated 
a whopping sum of N7m to the 
Fund. He didn't charge nor ask us 
for a penny; as he had to travel to 
Port Harcourt several times for the 
t a s k  a n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  
engagements.

I thought you needed to know the 
details, so that what you are 
reading will not be misconstrued as 
patronizing. If you thought so, I 
have a hundred reasons why he 
deserves to be supported. But these 
four may suffice: He is governor of 
my state and he had come to my aid 
in the past, when at that time he 
was out of power as Speaker and 
needed to also 'struggle' to take 
care of himself and family.

School schedules had made us 
cross paths in Keffi and Zaria; but 
more importantly, the Bible 
admonishes that I pray for those in 
authority, whether we support them 
or not. And his case cannot 
therefore be exceptional.

In the last couple of years, 
Governor Lalong has come under 
intense attack on the social media 
and other platforms. As usual, he 
has maintained his cool without 
'hitting' back at the band of his 
attackers; knowing him as many 
do, his humility would not let him.

But occasionally, we have had a 
few explanations from his media 
managers; and I know that such 
may not be satisfactory to the army 
of young men and women 
demanding more of such about his 
performance. That may shut their 
mouths.

They think and believe more 
needs to be done. But I am at a lost 
when we got to this station of the 
kind of attacks leaders go through. 
The question to ask is: Who has 
bewitched us as to descend to this 
despicable level of hating one 
another for a cause that we can't 
even explain? The hatred is spread 
as if our future depended on the 
dose that are sent into the hearts of 
community members; whose 

gullibility is exploited to maximum 
advantage, but to our chagrin and 
disadvantage.

Criticism of any nature if well 
conceived is to the advantage of the 
state and or any society. While any 
that is ill-conceived drive motives 
that are insipient with destruction in 
tow. Make no mistake; there is a 
place of criticism in government, as 
well as holding our leaders 
accountable to their actions, no 
doubt.

We have had governments in the 
state that were bashed from all 
fronts, Lalong's from all intent and 
purposes have largely been 
embroidered with grains of ethnic 
hatred. I do not belong to his ethnic 
group; however, the thread of the 
venom suggests that we have 
reached a station that we must look 
at ourselves with respect.

Let me enter a caveat here: I hope 
this makes sense at the end of your 
reading. This is not a publicity stunt 
for the government; I believe the 
media managers of the Governor 
are indeed capable and able to come 
to his defence of the many areas a 
number of people are asking 
questions about.

You recall the interview involving 
JayFM and a commissioner in the 
state. For me, I did not listen to the 
altercations between the Reporter 
o f  J a y F M  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  
Commissioner for Information and 
Communication, Dan Manjang over 
a year ago. I made efforts to, but 
discovered it had been yanked off 
from the station's platform. How 
ingenuous that could be! Such 
always happens, if a station believes 
that it may work against their 
business and or had injured the 
person involve.

Those who followed the interview 
discussion have different opinions 
about what took place. I have 
reason to believe that issues of 
governance, particularly here in 
Plateau take dimensions when they 
come up for discussion, obviously 
for reasons that may take 
nomenclatures that are laced with 

divisive tendencies.
The manner of the 'ethnic 

m o n g e r i n g '  a n d  ' p o l i t i c a l  
disagreement' are alarming, just so 
that 'the worse of the Plateau man' 
is clearly displayed and could even 
make us vulnerable to various 
pursuits which may not favour our 
togetherness. Our concern is to kill 
t h e  d r i f t  a n d  r e c a l i b r a t e  
understanding for the future.

In the course of all these, over 
time, we have witnessed vicious 
hatred, vitriolic castigation of his 
person and office; and indeed of his 
tribe. Those who know, governance 
on the Plateau has remained largely 
a thankless job, no thanks to a band 
of young men and women acting on 
various fronts of frustrations and 
inhibitions they believe government 
has placed on their path to cast 
aspersions on those in authority.

Prof John Wokton Wade, the 
Director General, Directorate for 
Research and Documentation, 
Government House has an 
ingenious way of describing the 
personality of the governor. A few 
months ago after reading a post 
titled: 'The Lalong Enigma' by Nde 
Jonathan Ishaku, a man who has 
remained a model in journalism; I 
arrived at the conclusion that the 
drift has got to be refined by 
schooling this band of young men 
and women to have an introspection 
of their attitude to governance and 
criticism.

The avalanche of criticism against 
the governor and his administration 
are so nuanced in the social media 
space, so much so that one may 
imagine that everyone in this 
government has had nothing to 
offer. That is a rather sour 
conclusion from a band that feeds 
on costly assumptions. Note that 
criticisms are expected, but when 
they are from imaginations, they 
create more problems than their 
solutions.

In that post, he had described the 
governor thus: 'Lalong the cowboy, 
riding high on the Horseback'. What 
that means is that the governor, 

The fact that they are sacrificing 
their future to be engaged for 
motives other than challenging 
endeavours and initiatives which 
the state should address could be 
areas that need attention to give 
them a desired end.

It is in this regard that the 
government is challenged to 
encourage the youth (not) to 
dissipate their energies but put 
them to productive usage. Truly, I 
am  awa r e  o f  c h a l l e ng i n g  
entrepreneurial initiatives by the 
(then led) Haggai Gutap-run 
Plateau Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprise Development Agency 
(PLASMEDA) that has made 
younger persons acquire skills that 
will help them stay off the streets by 
creating over 50,000 jobs. If the 
s t a t e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  
implementing SDGs, and I know 
Plateau has leapfrogged several 
states in that regard.  There cannot 
be hindrance to the expression of 
their potentials, if we consider that 
the following agencies: Plateau 
S t a t e  P r ima r y  Hea l t h c a r e  
Development Agency, Plateau Rural 
and Urban Water Agency and the 
P l a t e a u  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
Commun ica t i on  Techno logy  
Development Agency (PICTDA) are 
up and doing to change lives and 
communities.

To address these challenges, we 
must know that if the state 
admin i s t ra t i on  focuses  i t s  
attention; as it has done, towards 
attaining SDGs that are spread 
across education, health, human 
capital development, job creation 
and infrastructure development, 
but particularly peace and justice 
for an inclusive society, we can 
change the direction for the state 
and assuage feelings that may 
sound genuine but badly couched.

But the issue is: “We cannot all be 
praise singers, we cannot all be 
critics. We cannot all be quiet. The 
course of society is advanced when 
there is a fair mix of all three 
categories. Young people should not 
be told to lower their expectations, 
o r  h o w  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  
disappointments. There are 
(constructive) criticisms that are 
aimed at achieving some positive 
changes, adding value or pointing to 
a direction. On the other hand, 
there are criticisms that are 
aimless, self serving, misleading 
and,  somet imes,  vengefu l .  
Examining the motive of the 
criticisms often gives a clue about 
the purpose. These days of politics 
sometimes pure undiluted hatred is 
the basis of criticism; whether such 
hate emanates from politics or 
ethnicity I consider it destructive.”

At this point, I dare to say that the 
ideals of “not too young to run” for 
the benefit of all and sundry must be 
embellished with sustainable 
mentorship in civic education and 
leadership.

NOTE: This material was 
published over a year and a half 
ago again; however, given 
recent events involving the 
Plateau State Governor Simon 
Bako Lalong, the Editor is 
republishing it. Next week's 
shall concentrate on the recent 
outburst of the governor on the 
Tinubu/Shettima ticket's DG 
role.

gobum_katt@yahoo.co.uk

“Depending on which side of the divide you 

may be placed, an answer to his style of 

governance may be acerbic and caustic; 

however for many others, they may be 

circumspect as to where we are coming 

from with a view to correct and move 

ahead with our development.”

Lalong: The humble 'Cowboy' from Ajikamai

Lalong

God may have used 
a number of people 
to catapult him to 
where he is today; 
that  i s  enough 
reason to believe in 
the efficacy of the 
powers of God to 
raise men from 
grass to grace. It is 
understood, much 
was expected of 
him when he rode to 
Government House. 
The question to ask 
i s :  H a v e  w e  
remained where we 
used to be since 
2015?

“

“
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HERE is a lingering problem, a 
global problem which seems to Tbe claiming more and more 

people as it assumes a monstrous 
nature. It is cancerous in nature and 
loves to recruit more people on a daily 
basis. Yes, like Satan's mission, it goes 
around like a hungry lion looking for 
who to devour. And like wild fire, it is 
very destructive. Leaving only waste, 
pain and death in its wake.
Some people became hooked by the 

monster due to youthful exuberance, 
peer pressure and or quest for 
experiment. But for Daniel, a young 
promising undergraduate, he was 
lured into it and unfortunately, it has 
cost him his education and responsible 
friends. On top of it, he has been 
blacklisted as an ex-convict due to the 
influence of the monster.
So many vices are perpetrated under 

the influence of this monster. When it 
takes over somebody, it takes control. 
No wonder some of the recruits said 
they need the monster to boost their 
confidence, make them brave and 
courageous. And in that condition, they 
feel they can do anything good or bad. 
They can murder, steal, kill, rape, beat 
to death, maim and commit 
unprintable crimes, when the monster 
possesses them.
Narrating their ordeal with their 

younger brother who is a recruit, 
Halima, a friend said he has taken the 
nature of the monster himself. “He is 
now a nocturnal person who keeps 
very late night and wakes up very 
late–(from 10:00am). Halima says he 
roams around the house with red shot 
eyes and easily snaps at his younger 
ones. For that reason, they are all in 
dread of him.”
Halima said her brother eats like he is 

eating for himself and the monster that 
controls him. And no matter the hour 
he comes back every day, he heads 
straight to the kitchen where he eats 
anything he can lay his hands on. 
“Because of him, we can't keep our 

soups in the kitchen but in our parents’ 
room”, Halima lamented. “We have 
learnt the hard way that at times like 
that, it is the monster in control and he 
can do and undo; which includes 
making eba and eating straight from 
our pot of stew”, explained Halima.
One of the attributes of the monster 

that manifests in the recruits is that it 
turns a good boy/girl bad. This nature 
does not only manifest itself when they 
are possessed by the monster. It 
showcases itself when they need the 
monster but lack the money to get it. A 
friend whose brother has been a recruit 
for the past 10 years said “We can't 
keep anything valuable in the open.  
My brother who is an ardent lover of 
this monster, would take anything he 
can lay his hands on and sell it at a 
give-away price to enable him to have 
access to the monster.”
Recounting how much the family has 

suffered in the hands of their brother, 
my friend said, “he has sold our 
phones, new sets of food flasks, wall 

clock, flower vases that is apart from 
his own belongings. His room is now 
bare. Unfortunately, he has started 
selling our own shoes, clothes even 
weave-on caps,” my friend lamented.
Their case is so bad that the doors to 

their rooms- girl's rooms and parents' 
rooms now have sophisticated locks as 
if they are living with criminals. Even 
with that she said, “one can't go to the 
toilet or bathroom and leave one's door 
open, it may be one's undoing. Even 
something like bedsheet could be 
taken and sold cheaply to give my 
brother access to that monster.”
Most of the monster's recruit turn to 

stealing to patronise it because there is 
no responsible parent that will 
continue giving his child money when 
they know the child will use it for 
something destructive.
Another family is today licking its 

wounds because their child who is the 
monster's recruit has smeared the 
family name with shame. Their relative 
who got married about a year ago had 
left most of the gifts she got in one of 
their rooms because they couldn't take 
everything with them to Lagos where 
her husband resides. She came back 
recently to get her things, and was 
shocked at what she saw. Nobody 
needed to be told what happened to 
her things. He was caught only twice. 
The family never knew he continued 
stealing his cousin's gifts. More than 
half of the gifts were gone. The sad 
thing was that the thief was 
unrepentant. 
My problem is, we all know the root 

cause of this problem. It is weed, 
cannabis, (Coke) cocaine. Some of 
these drugs are sold on street corners 
and the community knows those 
involved. But we don't take it serious 
until our children- our very own 
become victims and we start suffering 
from things mentioned above.
We often forget that if we don't do 

something, we will suffer the 
consequences all the same. Our streets 
will be unsafe, thieves, rapists, armed 
robbers, will abound and operate 
without remorse under the influence of 
drugs.
You may be among the categories of 

parents whose children are addicts and 
yet live in self-denial, refusing to take 
them to rehabilitation centres. Their 
problem is: 'What will people say?' 
What about what is the best in this 
situation? 
You could be an onlooker who seems 

nonchalant with what is happening 
around you. Whether we like it or not, 
we are all victims. One person's actions 
or inactions affect us all.
The ball is in our courts parents to 

draw our children close and lead them 
on godly paths. Spend quality time 
with them and pray together.
Government on its part should be 

proactive and give the society 
legislatures that will serve as deterrent 
against sell and intake of illicit drugs. 
Please we must act fast to salvage the 
next generation.

Taming the monster

HE Federal Road Safety TCorps (FRSC) Sector 
Command in Kogi State on 
Wednesday confirmed the 
death of three persons after an  
vehicle rammed into a 
stationary bus.

Our correspondent reports 
that the crash occurred at 
Ogudar village along Okene – 
Auchi Road at 10.00 a.m.
Corps Commander Stephen 
Dawulung, Kogi Sector of 
FRSC, said that the corpses of 
the three occupants of the bus 
had been deposited at the 
Morgue of Okengwen General 
Hosp i t a l ,  Okene  Loca l  
Government Area. 

The FRSC commander 
described the incident as “very 
s ad ”  and ”un f o r t una t e ”  
considering the way and 
manner the crash occurred.

“The Nissan Sunny Sedan 
Bus was parked behind a truck 
at a military checkpoint when 
another truck lost control and 
rammed  i n t o  t he  bus  
squeezing it in between.

“Investigation showed that 
the brake of the truck failed, 
resulting in it smashing the 
bus from the rear leading to 

the death of three people; all 
males, while two others, were 
rescued unhurt.

“The truck was believed to 
be mechanically deficient 
leading to its loss of control 
and the crash,” he explained.

Dawulung said his officers 
and men had been able to 
clear the traffic obstruction for 
i Road.

free flow of traffic along the 

Okene – Auchi Road.
He said there was the need 

for motorists to ensure 
r o u t i n e  c h e c k s  a n d  
maintenance of vehicles to 
avoid unfortunate incidents 
along the highways.

He also charged motorists 
to always observe stipulated 
speed limits and other rules 
and regulations as they drive.

“This, we believe, will not 
only reduce the rate of 
crashes but also the severity 
of injuries, " he said.

Auto crash kills 3 in Kogi

ISTULA Foundation Nigeria F( f f n ) ,  a n  N G O ,  i n  
c o l l a bo ra t i on  w i t h  UN  
Population Fund (UNFPA) with 
support from global affairs 
C a n a d a  ( G A C )  h a v e  
commenced free repair 
surgery on 50 VESICOVAGINAl 
Fistula (VVF) patients in 
Sokoto.

VVF is an abnormal opening 
between the bladder and the 
vag ina that  resu l ts  in  
continuous and unremitting 
urinary incontinence.

The condition is among the 
m o s t  d i s t r e s s i n g  
complications of gynecologic 
and obstetric procedures.  The 
common causes of VVF are 
obstructed labour, early 
marr iage, poverty, and 
women's limited control over 
the use of family resources.

The condition can cause a lot 
of discomfort, and if left 
untreated, it may cause 
serious bacterial infection, 
which may result in sepsis, a 
dangerous condition that can 
lead to low blood pressure, 
organ damage or even death.

However, the condition can 
be reversed and repaired 
through surgery.  The FFN 
Director, Mr Musa Isa said in 
Sokoto on Wednesday that the 
repair surgery, scheduled for 
between August 15 and 19, 
would be carried out by a team 
of specialized doctors.

He added that the team, 
including auxiliary workers 
have so far performed surgery 
on 13 patients and hoped to do 
more as 50 patients are being 
targeted.

He explained that 73 
patients had already been 
screened, saying that the 
exercise is ongoing at the 
Maryam Abacha Women and 
Children Hospital in Sokoto, a 
VVF treatment centre and 
urged fistula patients from any 
part of the country to access 
the centre for treatment.

Isa, who said that a patient 
from Niger Republic and three 
from Lagos State were among 
the patients to undergo the 
ongo i ng  f r ee  su rge ry,  

exp la ined that  VVF is  
treatable, and that women 

living with the condition 
should not be scared or 
ashamed, as it can be 
reversed.

He thanked the government 
and people of Canada for 
making it possible to have VVF 
treatment in the country 
through the Global Affairs 
Canada, the Department of 
the Government of Canada 
that manages Canada's 
diplomatic and consular 
relations and humanitarian 
assistance.
He also thanked UNFPA 
Nigeria for the support, as well 
as the Sokoto and Federal 
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  
respective support toward 
ensuring the success of the 
patients who registered and 
are awaiting surgery (names 
withheld as they are below 18 
years) some are 15 years old 
one is 15 year old and another, 
who is 13 years, expressed joy 
for the opportunity and 
thanked the sponsors of the 
free surgery.
The 15-year-old from Wababe 
community in Dange Shuni 
Local Government Area said 
that she contracted VVF ery at 

home as she was married off 
at the age of 13.
during her first delivery at 
home as she was married off 
at the age of 13.
She said she is the only wife to 
her husband, Hamisu because 
he is a young man and a 
farmer, while her father is also 
a farmer and her mother is a 
housewife without any 
business.
Also waiting for the surgery, 
the second 15-year-old said 
that she contracted VVF as a 
result of an accident when a 
wood used to tie small animals 
for domestic livestock got 
hooked in her vagina when 
she was nine years old and 
could not access proper 
treatment.
The 13-year-old said she got 
VVF during childbirth after a 
local barber carried out the 
t rad i t i o na l  c u t t i n g  o f  
unwanted flesh from her 
vag i n a  c a l l e d  Yankan  
Gurya.She added that it was 
after the cutting that she 
continued to leak urine 
without control and without 
medicat ion unt i l  some 
relatives forced the father to 
bring her to the Maryam 
Abacha Hospital, Sokoto, for 
the free repair surgery.

From AMEDU JOSEPH,
Lokoja

FROM ANENE AIKE, 
SOKOTO 

Tambuwal

Bello
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Constituency in the Plateau 
State House of Assembly 
and aspirant in the just 
conc luded  House  o f  
Representatives primaries, 
Hon. Yahaya Adamu Mavo, 
has dragged his party the 
All Progressives 

Congress (APC), Deputy 
Speaker, Rt. Hon. Idris 
A h m e d  W a s e  a n d  
Independent Electoral 
Commission (INEC) to the 
Federal High Court in Jos 
for his exclusion and lack of 
due process in the conduct 
of the congress held.

Counsel to the aspirant, 
Barr. Vincent Orifummishe, 
said the matter came up 
for mention and all parties 
have been duly served with 
the processes where 
Counsel to 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
de fendants  admi t ted 
receiveing the service of 
motion on notice from him. 

According to him, "the 
w h o l e  i s s u e  w a s  
concerning the primary 
election conducted in Wase 
Federal Constituency and 
my client was completely 
sidelined from the conduct 
and not allowed by APC to 
participate in the exercise 
so he was aggrieved by the 
action of the party.

"As counsel to the 
plaintiff, we have the right 
to respond to them on 
points of law through our 
counter affidavit. That is 
why the matter sought an 

adjournment and we can't 
oppose the application. 

The way and manner the 
exercise went did not follow 
due process of conducting 
party primary elections in 
Nigeria.

"The aggrieved APC 
congress purported to have 
been conducted didn't take 
place because my client 
was not served with pre 
notice for the conduct of the 
election which is not so, we 
c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  t h e  
purported primary election 
is a nullity so we want the 
court to dismiss the 
election and conduct fresh 
elections into the seat of 
Wase Federal Constituency 
Representatives".

Re spond i ng  t o  t h e  
allegations, Counsel to 2nd 
defendant, Barr Sunday S. 

Obende, explained that 
t h e y  m o v e d  t h e i r  
application for extension of 
time which was filed and 
the appearances of the 
time including counter 
a f f i d a v i t  a n d  t h e i r  
preliminary objections 
c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  
c o m p e t e n c y  o f  t h e  
claimant.

He, however, said, "We 
oppose the application 
because the su i t  i s  
challenging the election of 
my client, Rt. Hon. Idris 
Ahmed Wase so we have 
filed against the merits of 
the application which we 
are entitled to do so. 

The presentation which 
he has given in processes is 
clearly not correct which 
the court will determine in 
the long run".

BDULLAHI Adamu, the ANational Chairman of the 
All Progressives Congress 

ITH the internal Wcrisis eating deeper 
i n t o  t h e  P e o p l e s  
Democratic Party (PDP), 
pitching some governors of 
the party against the 
l e ade r sh i p  and  t h e  
Presidential Candidate, 
Atiku Abubakar, some 
other parties seem to have 
begun moves to harvest 
from the internal political 
impasse.

In the last one week, 
many chieftains of the 
ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC), including 
Governors Dave Umahi of 
Ebonyi; Babajide Sanwo-
Olu of Lagos State and 
Fe m i  G b a j a b i a m i l a ,  
S p e a k e r,  H o u s e  o f  
Representat ives, had 
visited Port Harcourt to 
commission some projects 
completed by the Governor 
N y e s o m  W i k e  
administration.

The latest visit by Peter 
Obi, presidential candidate 
of the Labour Party (LP), 
has set off conversation on 
the social media, with the 
permutation by Nigerians 
that Wike may be “porting” 
to Obi's party with his team 
o f  a g g r i e v e d  P D P  
chieftains.

Among those being 
s u s p e c t e d  t o  h a v e  
something up their sleeves 
i n  t ha t  r ega rd  a r e  
Governors Seyi Makinde, 
Samuel Ortom, Okezie 
Ikpeazu and Ifeanyi  
Ugwuanyi of Oyo, Benue, 
A b i a  a n d  E n u g u  
respectively.

The  bas i s  f o r  t he  

permutation is predicated 
on the disposition of the 
affore-mentioned politicians 
and others towards the 
party since the emergence 
of Governor Ifeanyi Okowa 
of Delta State as the PDP 
vice presidential candidate, 
a selection, the process of 
which did not go down well 
with many party faithful, 
which also has deepened 
the internal rancour in the 
umbrella organisation.

Since he declared his 
intention to run for the 
presidency, Peter Obi has 
become a serious brand in 
the country, particularly on 
the social media, which is 
believed would shape the 
2023 general election. 

T h e  L a b o u r  P a r t y  
candidate has continued to 
tour round the country 
making consultations. He 
ha s  me t  w i t h  s ome  
important personalities 

more than once.
He had visited Governor 

Wike two months ago. He 
also had a meeting with 
Olusegun Mimiko, a 
former governor of Ondo 
State, recently.

I t  w a s  a l s o  t h e  
consultation that took him 
to Port Harcourt for the 
Monday night meeting.

Among those he met 
with at the residence of 
the Rivers State governor 
in Port Harcourt were 
Wike, Mimiko, Ikpeazu, 
Ortom, Donald Duke, a 
former governor of Cross 
River State, and Ibrahim 
Dankwambo, a former of 
Gombe State.

The details of the 
meeting were not made 
known to the press, 
fuelling insinuation that it 
must be something in 
connection with 2023 and 
a possible alliance.

Mavo drags APC, Maje,
  INEC to court 

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

P it cal r al gnme t li l  ol i  e i n ke y as 

bi meet Wike, othersO s  

‘All we get is criticism, negative publicity

HE Council of Wise of the TSavannah Centre for 
Diplomacy and Democracy, 
an NGO, has urged the Inter- 
Party Advisory Counci l  
(IPAC), to abide by its codes 
during the forthcoming 2023 
General Elections.

Chairperson of the council, 
ret i red Just ice  Za inab 
Bulkachuwa, made the appeal 
when she led her colleagues 
o n  a n  a d v o c a c y  
visit/engagement with the 
leadership of IPAC, in Abuja.

Bulkachuwa also enjoined 
the leadership of IPAC to 
ensure that political parties 
d i s c h a r g e  t h e i r  
responsibilities to their 
members in the country 
without recourse to violence.

”Let me on behalf of the 

counci l  appeal to the 
leadership of IPAC to always 
abide by its Code of Conduct 
and declared objectives.

“ T h e y  s h o u l d  b e  
encouraged to be guided by 
democratic principles such 
as: inclusive participation, 
equity and fairness in all their 
activities.

” We wish to advise that the 
leaderships should also take 
steps to compel their 
members and officials to fully 
comply with the electoral 
laws.

”They should also follow 
guidelines issued by the 
electoral umpire (INEC), in 
order to develop a culture of 
integrity and trust.

”It's also the responsibility 
of the Advisory Council to 

ensure that the political 
campaigns by political parties 
are devoid of rancor, hate 
speech, inflammatory and 
unguided utterances capable 
of instigating violence,” she 
said.

The former President of the 
Court of Appeal stated that 
Nigeria deserves peaceful, 
transparent 2023 elections, 
adding that for Nigeria to 
develop, there must be stable 
good governance  which 
could best be put in place 
through free and transparent 
elections.

” The council believes that 
the ability of Nigerians to once 
more prove the prophets of 
doom and our detractors 
wrong largely depends on the 
conduct of the parties during 
the  fo r thcoming 2023 
elections:

” They owe it a duty to the 
Nigerian people to improve 
upon and consolidate the 
democratic successes so far 
achieved in Nigeria,” she said.

Bulkachuwa assured that 
the council would continue to 
remind stakeholders to 
always listen to their own 
wise counsel before they act.

According to her, the council 
played a very important role 
in ensuring a free, fair and 
violence-free election in 2015 
through i t s  numerous  

engagements with many 
stakeholders.

Earl ier, the Executive 
Director, Savannah Centre, 
Amb. Sani Bala, explained 
that the council of wise which 
comprise of credible and 
reputable Nigerians is a 
platform for early detection 
and deliberations of major 
issues around the general 
elections.

Responding, the IPAC 
National Chairman, Mr Yabagi 
Sani, commended the efforts 
of the council towards 
ensuring violence-free, fair 
and credible 2023 General 
Elections.

According to him, IPAC 
stands on nothing short of 
peaceful, transparent and 
credible elections come 2023.

He said; ” our meeting with 
t he  counc i l  was  ve ry  
informative and highly 
educative in the sense that we 
learn a lot.

It has further confirmed the 
need for Nigeria to have 
credible and transparent 
elections.

” We will take the message of 
the council of wise to other 
political parties and we will 
deepen interaction and 
interface with the council in 
order to benefits from the 
fountain of knowledge.

(APC), has said that all that the 
party gets from most Nigerians 
is criticism and negative 
publicity while the good works 
d o n e  b y  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
government go unnoticed.

Adamu made his feelings 
known when he received the 
APC professional forum led by 
Isa Yuguda, former governor 
of Bauchi State who paid him 
an advocacy visit at the party's 
national secretariat in Abuja 
on recently.

He said all the good things 
that have happened in the 
APC-led administration have 
not received the kind of 
publicity it deserves and urged 
the group to take up the task of 
projecting the party.

The former Nasarawa State 
governor said: “See the social 
p r og rammes  t ha t  t h i s  
government is having for 

teachers, for farmers, for 
market women; the school 
feeding programme. These 
are critical programmes that 
have not been undertaken by 
the PDP for the 16 years they 
were in government.

“We are doing it but nobody 
praises government for it. All 
that we get is criticism. If we 
get ourselves involved in 
positive reporting of what is 
happening, the electorate 
will know the difference. 
They will know what is the 
truth.

“One thing we want you to 
pay attention to, to see how 
you can be of help, is the 
activity of the party at the 
grassroots. It is very critical. 
It is driven by those who are 
uneducated thus,  the 
leadership at that level is 
very vulnerable.

Bulkachuwa to IPAC: Abide by codes of conduct

Maje

Obi

Yabagi Adamu





HEY  have  a t t r i bu ted  th i s  
development to the patriarchal 
n a t u r e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  T

environment, while others have pointed to 
the culture that does not encourage 
women to go into politics. However, the 
most important factor, they aver is the 
mercantile politics that is practiced in 
Nigeria.

The mercantile and monetisation of 
politics, makes the political terrain not to 
be favourable to women, who obviously 
most cannot afford such political 
enterprise.

Statistics by the Gender Strategy 
Advancement International, (GSAI), on 
the low political participation of women in 
Nigeria showed that their participation 
falls below the world and African 
continental standards.

According to the report, the national 
average of women's political participation 
in Nigeria remains at 6.7 percent in 
elective and appointive positions which is 
far below the global average of 22.5 
percent and Africa regional average of 
23.4 percent and the West African Sub 
Regional average of 15 percent, according 
to the report.

Prof. Joy Ezeilo, the Founder of Women 
of Aid Collective (WACOL), and an activist 
with over 20 years experience, frowned at 
the dismal participation of women in 
politics in this dispensation, saying they 
have continued to be disenfranchised. She 
said it was unfortunate that the efforts to 
get affirmative action entrenched in the 
nation's constitution or to get gender 
equal opportunities bill passed have not 
yielded expected results. The moves were 
meant to enhance women's chances at 
running and winning election, she says 
and the country has never seen this type 
of retrogression in women's political 
fortune and a decline in their political 
entrepreneurship.

“In Nigeria, to get gender equal 
opportunities bill passed that would have 
enhanced woman's chances at running 
and winning election, failed. And then, 
now the results from the primaries have 
shown poor performance for women and 
we are really worried. I have done this 
work for two decades and I am saying 
when are we going to get it right?

“We have done it in other countries and 
we have seen how they succeeded. In 
Rwanda, I was part of the movement for 
affirmative action and getting it into their 
constitution and more women are 
participating in politic in that country. The 
rejection of the five Gender Bills presented 
to the National Assembly early this year, 
which resulted in weeks of massive 
protests by women activists has also 
contributed to the low participation of 
women.

The demonstration described as the 
“mother of all protests” was aimed at 
calling on the federal lawmakers to 
reconsider all the gender bills that were 
rejected during the Constitution 
amendment earlier in the year. The 
National Assembly in early March voted 
against bills providing for 35 percent 
affirmative action for women in political 
parties' administration, they also voted 
against the bill to create special seats for 
women in the national and state 
assemblies.

Another activist, Ms Ene Obi, the 
Country Director of ActionAid, also 
lamented the low participation of women 
in politics in this dispensation as 
compared to 2011 and 2015. “I think 
there are several factors responsible for 
low participation of women, there are very 
few women right now in politics, because 
of the patriarchal nature we have in our 
environment. And because of our culture 
and also not receiving the encouragement 
from the political class from the 
government of Nigeria,'' Obi said.

She said governments lacked the 
political commitment to implement the 35 
per affirmative action for female 
participation in governance, both 
appointive and elective, even though the 
National Gender Policy has stipulated it. 
According to her, with the present 6.7 per 
cent of women representation, whether it 
is an appointive position or elective 
position, the impact of women cannot be 
felt. This, she said stemmed from lack of 
recognition of women in the political 
parties.

“Do the major parties recognise women 
participation? Let's come down to the 
current one where we have 109 senators 
and we have only eight women and we 

have 306 house of representatives and we 
have only about 13 women.' So what we 
should be saying now is that we are at a 
point where things need to be done and 
that is why the gender bills was sent to the 
National Assembly, because we try to 
review and reflect on what is done in the 
other parts of the world,'' she said.

Obi says the 35 percent affirmative 
action women are seeking for now is that 
political parties need to make it as a rule to 
insert in their own constitution 35 per cent 
of women representation in both 
appointments and elective positions.

She cites Rwanda, which is in Africa, as a 
country which deliberately encourages 
women's participation and the percentage 
of their women in governance “is very 
impressive.'' Making reference to the 
Federal Character Commission, she says it 
came into being because of diversity in the 
country's representation, and advises that 
the concept should be reflected to correct 
the imbalance in the quality of the 
population in the national life that will lead 
to quality decisions.

“When decisions are taken in the board 
room; who are those present in these 
boardrooms? And the reason why we are 
taking it seriously now is because women 
are dying in the maternity wards, dying in 
road accidents, and through terrorist 
attacks, they are dying, their husbands 
and children are also dying. But women 
are not there to make decisions that will 
help them survive the vagaries of the 
system.

Obi praised the role played by the late 
wife of the military president, Mrs Maryam 
Babangida, after the Beijing Conference of 
1995, when through the Ministry of 
Women Affairs created the National 
Women Commission.

“You remember that under her husband 
then, she was very active and very 
concerned about the women of Nigeria 
and so because of her, women that were 
not ordinarily coming out had to be 
coming out.

“She will ask for the wives of the local 
government chairmen to come out, 
likewise, when she goes to the states, she 
will want the wives of the state governors 
to come out and that was the time that 
many women in the north were not 
coming out.

“And that made it look like a fiesta but 
then it actually brought women out and 
when you come out and learn about new 
things, you would not go back and do the 
same. Women started becoming politically 
active then,'' she said.

The ActionAid boss is of the opinion that 
men are just being insensitive to the 
choices to be made for quality living, 
quality population and quality decisions by 
not including women in the scheme of 
things.

She says the call for the creation of an 
extra seat in every senatorial zone, to 
bring them on board for quality discussion 
was not taken.

“This extra seat in the house of 
representatives for example accounts for 
only one percent of the budget and you 
can easily accommodate it because the 
Nigerian parliament is one of the highest 
paid in the world in a place where is the 
poverty capital in the world,” Obi said.

According to a GSAI report, Nigeria 
ranks 181 of 193 countries on the Gender 
Equality Index, for countries with low 
women representation in governance. The 
ranking took into consideration reasons 
such as poor resource allocation in the 
economic and social sectors, frequent 
conflicts, forced displacements and 
inadequate inclusion of women and girls' 
perspectives in policy-making decisions.

“Despite all efforts to promote the 
contribution of women in the domain of 
politics and decision making, women have 
continued to record low representation at 
all tiers and levels of governance although 
they constitute almost half of the 
electorate.

“Findings reveal that males constituted 
94.2 percent of the members of the 
National Assembly in the periods from 
1999 to 2015 (on average), while female 
participation remained low at 5.8 per cent 
(National Bureau of Statistics, 2019),” the 
report said.

The Executive Director, GSAI, Ms Adaora 
Onyinchere, wonders why the Federal 
Government has not considered certain 
policies on gender inclusion.

Onyinchere spoke at a two-day capacity 
building workshop with the theme: 
“Capacity Building Workshop for 
Reporters and Editors on Media 
Independence to Promote Women's 
Economic Inclusion and Gender 
Accountability in Governance”, in Abuja.

“Statistics of women from 1999 to date 
both in governance, in politics and the way 
government  has  ta i l o red  the i r  
implementation of gender budget has 
totally been null and void, for a population 
with over 49.2 percent.

In the same vein, Hajiya Lami Adamu 
Lau, the National President of the National 
Council of Women Societies (NCWS) calls 
on political parties to restructure their 
policies to reflect gender balance.

Lau says that is why the council has been 
embarking on advocacy drives to all 
political parties seeking ways of working 
together with them to strengthen the 
country's democracy to ensure that 
women are actively involved parties 
politics.

“A truly egalitarian nation is possible 
when we embrace our differences and 
give every Nigerian a sense of belonging, 
irrespective of gender and other mundane 
considerations,'' she said.

Lau decries that Nigerian women have 
continued to register poor representation 
in politics and leadership in spite of the 
huge numerical strength and various 
national, international legal instruments 
on gender inclusion and mainstreaming.

According to her, “in the history of 

Nigeria's democratic rule, women have 
not attained up to 11 percent 
representation in both elective and 
appointive positions thus denying the 
huge population of capable and credible 
women with robust credentials and sound 
moral values the opportunity to 
contribute meaningfully to the economic 
development of our dear nation. Political 
parties play very key roles in leadership 
selection in any democratic system”, she 
said.

Lau also condemns the National 
Assembly's recent rejection of five gender 
bills, saying women have continued to 
experience subtle discrimination bias and 
stereotyping within the party leadership 
structures. None of the major parties live 
up to the recommendation of the 2008 
Electoral Reform Committee of 20 per 
cent of women in governing boards of 
political parties,” she said.

Another activist, Ms Ene Ede, the 
Executive Director, Equity Advocates says 
apart from corruption and corrupt 
practices which are the bane of political 
parties, there has been no will for women 
to push hard in making demands on 
leaders on their exclusion and 
marginalisation.

Ede says if legal actions are taken 
against violations of compliance to 
affirmative action principles of minimum 
of 35 per cent reserved positions on both 
elective and appointive are for women, 
then the attention of the government will 
be drawn to their issues.

She added that, if media as watch dog 
keeps track of published documents, then 
the issue of women participation in 
governance and politics, will be effectively 
pushed to the front burner,'' she said.

According to Ede, women and other 
people of conscience must stop this 
democratic retrogression. See the 
composition of Presidential campaign 
organisations of the two main political 
parties – APC and PDP is very 
retrogressive by standard and intention. 
The two parties are ready for war and 
distraction,'' she said.

Specifically, the U.S.-based National 
Democratic Institute has expressed 
concern over the exclusion of women as 
running mates in the presidential 
primaries for the 2023 elections. It, 
therefore, emphasises the need for the 
media to beam attention on the 
marginalisation of women in the last 
presidential primaries by political parties.

These recommendations were among 
the highlights of a communiqué issued at 
the end of a two-day media training in 
Calabar for 25 journalists on gender 
reporting. The event was organised by 
Women In Politics Forum (WiPF) for 
selected journalists, and the communiqué 
was signed by the President of WiPF, 
Ebere Ifendu.

Ifendu said that the media needed to be 
intentional in projecting women in politics 
through the publication of stories that 

would focus on issues rather than 
irrelevant personal matters.

“The media should beam attention on 
the marginalisation of the last 
presidential primaries in this regard. 
Journalists should generate story ideas 
and write stories on women in politics and 
amplify women's success stories either in 
politics or other spheres of life. The media 
should ensure that more women are 
f e a t u r e d  r e g u l a r l y  o n  g u e s t  
programmes.''

Also on the way forward, Ezeilo 
expresses belief that women can raise the 
quality of leadership, adding that for 
2027, women have to start working 
towards that now and expressed hope 
that the female members of National 
Assembly will not give up the good work of 
pursuing the passage of the gender bills, 
which she describes as “a beautiful piece 
of legislation, progressive piece of 
legislation''.

She says the problem is deep seated 
and women have to get to the root of it 
and says it is time for decisive action by 
women to negotiate power, we can't be 
waiting for them to serve us. We just have 
to serve ourselves. We have to just serve 
our interests.

For Obi of ActionAids, a lot of education 
is going on about the Continuous Voters 
Registration for people to make sure they 
get their PVCs. “If I see a woman on a 
ballot paper and no matter the party, and 
if you are bold enough to come out to 
contest, you will get my vote,'' Obi said.

She also stresses the need for unity 
among women to overcome the 
patriarchal struggle.

“If we can unite and come together it 
will result to a lot of bonding. And we are 
working with other organisations to make 
sure the needful is done. We have not 
given up on the gender bills, because 
there are conventions that Nigeria that 
signed into that have not been 
domesticated, so will continue until those 
gender bills are represented,” Obi said.

Beside recommitting and reconsidering 
all the five gender bills, women are also 
asking the lawmakers to pass the Gender 
and Equal Opportunities bill currently 
before the Senate and immediately 
domesticate the African Charters Protocol 
on the Rights of Women in Africa, which 
Nigeria ratified in 2004. The National 
Assembly is also being asked to 
domesticate the UN Convention on 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW), which Nigeria 
ratified in 1985.

For Dr Abiola Akiyode-Afolabi, the 
Nigeria's legislature, which is male-
dominated with a very poor women 
representation, which spreads across 
political and elective positions, must be 
changed to also favour both genders.

“Nigerian women have resolved to 
continue to struggle to push back on the 
misogynistic attitude of some of the 
lawmakers and the pattern of neglect 
toward women concerns and disregard for 
“womanity''.

“We reject further dehumanisation of 
Nigerian women. The constitution should 
cure the defect and we will continue to 
protest to show our dissatisfaction.

“We call on the Senate President and the 
Speaker to call an urgent meeting to 
discuss how to readdress the wrong, if not 
we shall continue to occupy the National 
Assembly,” Akiyode-Afolabi, the Co-
convener of Womanifesto, said on behalf 
of protesting women.

A member of the All Progressives 
Congress, (APC), and former Deputy 
Speaker, Lagos State House of Assembly, 
Adefunmilayo Tejuosho, says nobody will 
give any woman free position; rather, 
women will continue to ask for affirmative 
action.

“We will continue to encourage more 
women to be in positions of authority. We 
should be able to come together as 
women to say, “No Women, No Vote. If we 
do not put women in positions of 
authority, women will not vote. I think this 
affirmative action will help to bring 
women on board.

“Stepping down is not only a woman's 
issue. I think we need to re-organise 
ourselves to make sure that our 
grassroots are intact, that the delegates 
that will vote are those who will vote for 
women. When we look at the population 
of women in Nigeria, we have more 
women than men. When we look at the 
population of voters, we have more 
women than men,” Tejuosho said. 

(NANFeature)
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 After the just-concluded party primaries, many stakeholders are at loss as to why the participation of women in politics this time around has been abysmally low. The 
stakeholders, especially women activists, have decried the decline in women's political fortune and their political entrepreneurship in this dispensation, writes GRACE 
YUSUF.

Politics: Strengthening frameworks for improved women participation 
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The Governor of Plateau State and chairman, Northern Governors’ Forum, Rt Hon Simon Bako Lalong recently kickstarted  and presented 
1.012b naira grants of the World Bank Assisted project (AGILE) at the Victoria Gowon Multi Purpose Hall, Government House Rayfiled, 

Governor Simon Bako Lalong (middle) in a group photograph with a 
benefitting secondary school

Plateau State Governor, Rt Hon Simon Bako Lalong delivering his speech

A cross section of Principals of secondary schools at the ceremony

A cross section of Commissioners at the event

Rt Hon Simon Bako Lalong in a photograph with students of one of the schools 
at the ceremony

Hon. Mrs. Elizabeth Wapmuk, Commissioner for Secondary Education making 
some remarks

Deputy Governor, Prof. Sonni Gwanle Tyoden (right) with the Plateau 
State APC chairman, Hon. Rufus Bature

Governor Simon Bako Lalong (middle), his Deputy, Prof. Sonni Gwanle 
Tyoden (right) and the Commissioner of Secondary Education, Hon. Elizabeth 
Wapmuk

LALONG KICKSTARTS IMPLEMENTATION OF WORLD BANK PROJECTS













 love my country. I have been to 
20 African countries and on each Ioccasion, I have longed to come 

back home. I have been to only one 
European country. I was indifferent. I 
wanted to come home. However, the 
love for Nigeria has not made me 
blind in any way. Much as I love 
Nigeria, I have to tell it like it is. That 
is tough love. True love is tough love.

Nigerians, we are in the habit of 
normalizing the abnormal. It starts 
as a habit and ends up as a lifestyle. 
For example, long time ago, when 
advanced fee fraud started, we all 
thought that it would be a flash in the 
pan but today, it has been 
normalized to the point where young 
men and women consider 419 to be a 
career path. Today, it is yahoo plus, 
where ritual murders are committed 
for money rituals. Young men and 
women are involved in these for 
wealth and the parents of some of 
these young men and women accept 
the wealth that their children bring 
home without any questions asked. 
If they know, they endorse it because 
their “poverty” has been put to an 
end. Others use their parents for 
same and countless have run mad, 
yet society is beginning to 
accommodate these types. Add to 
these, kidnapping of all colorations. 
This only happens in my country. The 
end justifies the means. We have 
come to accept these and leave with 
them. In essence we have come to 
normalize this just the way we have 
normalize corruption and exporting 
women to Italy for prostitution. That 
is the society we live in, where the 
end justifies the means.

 I truly wish that this mentality 
would stop because the end often 
does not justify the means because 
there are always colossal damages 
and losses and people get hurt in the 
process. An average Nigerian is 
satisfied with his or herself 
notwithstanding the consequences, 
as long as his or her needs are met.

The end justifies the means. The 
more we continue to accept and 
practice this mentality, the more it 
eats into the fabric of our existence 
as individuals, groups, community 
and society. The more we are 
accepting  it the more we and other 
members of society lower the 
thresholds of conscience and engage 
in it. In little things and in big things, 
we say to ourselves that the end 
justifies the means. However, there 
is a catch in all of these. There is and 
African adage that says that one 
should be careful when throwing 
stones in the market place because 
that stone could hit one's own family 
member who could be in the market 
place at the time. I could go on and 
on.

The matter of normalizing 
feaces 

That is the crux of the matter. 
Recently, the story was told of 
Nigerian young ladies who travel to 
Dubai for prostitution. These young 
ladies do not only engage in sexual 
acts with the Arab men but they also 
engage in bestiality and the ingestion 
of human feaces. This is the fetish 
that some Arab men enjoy. To see 
young Nigerian ladies ingesting their 
Arab feaces. This young ladies get 
handsomely paid and some of the 
Arab men have video-taped this acts 
and put them on social media for the 
whole world to see. Some of these 
young ladies have also confessed to 
engaging in these acts. Is this 
normal? No. But because we come 
from a culture that normalizes the 
abnormal, because we believe that 
the end justifies the means, a lot of 
Nigerian ladies are still travelling to 
Dubai to ingest Arabian feaces so 
that they can return home with 
stupendous wealth. 

Nigeria has normalized quick 
wealth, ill-gotten wealth, stolen 
wealth, wealth of any kind, wealth by 
all means as long as we achieve 
wealth. Some call it survival. Are we 
the only society that has poverty? 
No. What we have is a skewed value 
system that glorifies money and 

has become. Please, who does this? 
We are one country that has been 
preaching diversification of our 
economy through agriculture and yet 
our farmers cannot afford fertilizer to 
the point of garnishing our food with 
human feaces! What are we doing? I 
do not even want to know if these 
feaces are treated or not. What 
relationship has human feaces with 
food?

If this is the Nigeria I know, the 
press will report this and nothing will 
be done to stop this. Do we still have 
health inspectors? Do we still have 
agricultural extension workers? 
When we say diversification of the 
economy through agricultural 
development, we are talking about 
farming for exports. If we do not 
have fertilizer for subsistence 
farming, is it export farming that we 
are going to have fertilizer for? It is 
only when we can export our farm 
produce that agriculture can be said 
to be a diversification or a foreign 
exchange earner. So what are we 
doing?

Furthermore, using feaces for 
agriculture is the type of thing that 
will soon start making other 
countries reject our agricultural 
export. As an individual, I find it 
extremely disgusting. I went to the 
market this week after a long while 
and all I could do was stare. My 
imagination would not let me buy the 
tomatoes when I saw the green flies 
on them. Right now, I am going to my 
friend's farm, Queen Iwang Farms in 
Abuja, to buy tomatoes, because I 
am sure that she does not use human 
feaces as fertilizer. I am also going to 
start growing my food or buying 
imported food. Period.

 I think of catching one million 
diseases that one can contact 
through human feaces in my food. I 
am not sure that many people have 
the expertise of washing out germs 
from vegetables. If they do, I am not 
sure that they can afford the amount 
of salt or vinegar involved. Why 
should I expose myself and my 
family to germs because one farmer 
has normalize the use of human 
feaces for fertilizer and there is no 

because they are right. This is how 
we consistently allow the rot of our 
bad image to permeate every sphere 
of our polity, starting with the things 
t h a t  s e e m  s m a l l  a n d  
inconsequential.

I did some research to find out how 
many diseases could be transmitted 
through human feaces and the 
forgoing is for our education. 
According to Very Well health, 
disease could be spread through the 
oral-fecal route. According to this 
article titled “How Diseases Spread 
Through the Fecal-Oral Route:Proper 
handwashing is your best defense 
(By Charles Daniel Updated on 
February 23, 2022, Medically 
reviewed by Jay N. Yepuri, MD, MS):

“There are many microbes that can 
be passed along through the fecal-
oral route, including two of the 
hepatitis viruses, hepatitis A and 
hepatitis E. The other hepatotropic 
viruses spread by direct contact with 
infected blood, such as from sharing 
used needles, bodily fluid, or through 
childbirth”

It goes on to add a few diseases 
that can be spread through the fecal-
oral route and these include hepatitis 
A, hepatitis E, cholera, adenovirus, 
and E. coli. These diseases occur due 
to the viruses, bacteria, fungi, and 
parasites that can spread through 
fecal-oral transmission. The article 
proposes proper hand washing. 
These writers are unaware that in 
one part of the world called Nigeria, 
feaces is not passively transmitted 
but actively and calculatively, 
consciously and deliberately applied 
to food as fertilizer. Imagine if these 
writers, people who educate us on 
global health, know this. Imagine 
that Nigeria exports food to their 
countries. Imagine what advise they 
would give their government on food 
importation from Nigeria. With the 
western world, there is no half-
stepping. Since they do not know 
who does what and who does not or if 
the sewage is treated or not, they will 
but a full ban on Nigerian Agricultural 
import. This will happen from one 
country to the other while we sit here 

in Nigeria, deceiving ourselves that 
we are diversifying our economy 
through agriculture. What country is 
going to import food that has the 
potential of spreading cholera and 
hepatitis? What are we so proud of 
as a nation when we cannot provide 
basic fertilizer to our farmers? The 
same farmers we are looking up to, 
not only to create food security but 
earn foreign exchange for our 
country. 

I love this country but sometimes I 
feel like running away as fast as my 
legs can carry me. Why do we keep 
doing this to our collective self? The 
end may justify the means for us but 
it is appalling for other countries. It 
is a sickening aberration, a taboo, a 
stigma. It is nauseating and 
disgusting. It is taking them back 
ward in their quest for good health 
care. I will eat all the GMOs in this 
world before I put one morsel of food 
in my mouth that has been fertilized 
with human feaces because there is 
no fertilizer. Are the farmers 
compelled to tell their buyers that 
what they are selling has been 
garnished with human feaces and 
they stand to spend more in the 
hospital or are we all expected to say 
as usual, “what is the big deal” and 
normalize the abnormal?

The Following is an excerpt from 
drgreene.com. Dr. Alan Greene is a 
practicing physician, author, national 
and international TEDx speaker, and 
global health advocate. He is a 
graduate of Princeton University and 
University of California San 
Francisco:

W h a t  i s  f e c a l - o r a l  
transmission?

Fecal–oral transmission occurs 
when bacteria or viruses found in the 
stool of one child (or animal) are 
swallowed by another child. This is 
especially common in group-daycare 
settings, where fecal organisms are 
commonly found on surfaces and on 
the hands of providers. Usually, the 
contamination is invisible.

With some infections, such as 
rotavirus, only a few viral particles 
are needed to cause an infection. 
These can spread directly through a 
group-care setting quite quickly, 
often spreading by fomites. Other 
infections, such as salmonella, 
require a larger number of 
organisms to establish an infection. 
In the absence of visible stool 
contamination, these infections 
often travel through infected food or 
beverages.

Swimming pools and water parks 
can also be locations of fecal–oral 
transmission. If the water is not 
visibly contaminated and is 
adequately chlorinated, just getting 
the water in the mouth is usually not 
enough to cause an infection; the 
risk is greatly increased by 
swallowing.

Many common infections can 
spread by fecal–oral transmission in 
at least some cases, including: 
Adenov i rus ,  Campylobacter,  
Coxsackievirus (hand-foot-mouth 
disease),Enteroviruses, E. coli 
infection, Giardia, Hepatitis A virus, 
Pinworms, POLIO, Rotavirus 
Salmonella, Shigella, Tapeworms, 
Toxoplasmosis

H o w  c a n  f e c a l - o r a l  
transmission be prevented?

Frequent hand cleansing, including 
with instant hand sanitizers, is the 
most significant step to help prevent 
fecal–oral transmission. Hand 
cleansing is most important after 
toileting or diapering and before 
eating.

Safe and careful food-handling 
practices are also vital.

Teach children never to swallow 
water in pools or water-play areas.

In daycare settings, the fewer 
children in diapers or under age 3, 
the smaller the risk for fecal–oral 
transmission of infections. Diaper-
changing surfaces should never be 
close to food-preparation areas and 
should be sanitized between uses. 
Soiled diapers need to be properly 
disposed of.

Using disposable towels and cups 
reduces the risk for infection. 
Cleaning or disinfecting commonly, 
infected surfaces (doorknobs, faucet 
handles, shared toys, sleep mats) 
can also help.

HEPATITIS
Hepatitis is an illness of the liver. It 

can have many causes. The alphabet 
soup of hepatitis can be confusing for 
parents. Hepatitis A, B, C, D, E and G 
are all different viruses. They differ 
in their symptoms and in the way 
they are spread.In the United 
States, hepatitis A is one of the most 
commonly occurring of the vaccine-
preventable diseases. It is even 
more common in developing 
countries.

What is it?
Of all the viruses that can cause 

infectious hepatitis, hepatitis A is 
one of the most important. It is the 
most common and the easiest to 
catch. (Other viruses include 
adenoviruses, arboviruses, CMV, 
enteroviruses, Epstein-Barr virus, 
herpes simplex, HIV, parvovirus, 
rubella, varicella, and the hepatitis 
viruses themselves.) The hepatitis A 
virus is one of the enteroviruses 
(enterovirus 72).

Who gets it?
Anyone can get hepatitis A. In the 

United States it is most common in 
school-age children. Those that are 
most likely to get it are those who 
have close personal contact with 
someone with hepatitis A, those who 
swallow the virus in infected food or 
water, those who are part of an 
outbreak (such as in a day care 
center), or those who travel 
internationally.

What are the symptoms?
The classic symptoms are jaundice 

(yellow skin and eyes), fever, 
fatigue, nausea, and loss of appetite. 
It is important to note that most 
young children with hepatitis do not 
have jaundice. In fact, most have no 
symptoms at all – but they can still 
spread the disease. Also, hepatitis A 
can cause other symptoms, such as 
vomiting, diarrhea, constipation, or 
tummy aches.

Is it contagious?
Yes. It is spread when the virus 

(usually in stool or on hands, food, or 
water contaminated by stool) gets in 
the mouth and is swallowed. People 
who are sick are most contagious for 
the weeks before they develop 
symptoms. By the time they have 
been jaundiced for about a week, 
they are usually no longer 
contagious.
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l o o k s  u p o n  l a b o u r  w i t h  
condescension and this is why we 
can do anything to make money not 
minding what the consequences will 
be. This is what we teach our young 
by word and by actions.

Nigerians have come to be seen as 
dubious people globally. In fact, 
some people refer to Nigeria as the 
most hated country in the world or 
the most corrupt country in the 
world. We keep trying to address this 
global bad image without getting 
down to brass tags.

Last week, I was reading the news 
and I read about how farmers are 
now using feaces as fertilizer 
because of how expensive fertilizer 

law to punish him or grants to help 
him buy fertilizer? Why should I 
become a constant patient at the 
hospital because of the food I eat? 
What stringent measures is the 
government taking against farmers 
that use human feaces as fertilizer? 
Or are we going to normalize this one 
as wel l? How much is the 
Government spending on preventive 
medicine? Where are our agricultural 
extension workers and our health 
inspectors? Does the end justifies the 
means? 

When other countries start banning 
our agricultural exports in order to 
protect their populace, we start 
talking loud and saying nothing 

Normalizing the abnormal in agriculture
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OW it is important for us 
to know more about our Nthoughts. Thoughts do 

not just occur randomly but they 
have an origin or a source; they 
come from somewhere. Many 
have thought that they cannot 
do anything about the thoughts 
they think about. This is not the 
case.
e usually make this analogy, 

that just as you cannot stop 
birds from flying over your head 
but can stop them from landing 
and making a nest on it, so also 
you may not be able to stop 
thoughts from coming into your 
mind but you can decide which 
thoughts remain there. This is 
where the real authority is and 
this area of authority is the one 
that is most advantageous for 
you. 
If a thought comes into your 

mind which is not producing 
peace in your heart, or joy in 
your l i fe,  or conf idence 
concerning God's ability to take 
care of you; to preserve, protect 
and fight for you;  know that you 
have the right to eject that 
thought. Just as you have the 
right to tell someone you do not 
want in your house to leave, you 
can tell those thoughts to leave 
your mind also.
Thoughts do not have to 

remain in your mind if you do not 
want them there. Now some 
people have not understood this 
and i t  has  made them 
powerless. They think, “oh, the 
thought is in my mind and there 
is nothing I can do about it”. No, 
you can do something about it. 
You can choose not to be afraid. 
You can choose to refuse to 
accept any thought, any idea, 
any imaginat ion or  any 
suggestion that is attempting to 
sell the lie to you that nothing 
can be done about your 
circumstance. 
Refuse any thought suggesting 

to you that God is not able to 
protect you, provide for you or 
preserve you and the lives of 
your loved ones in any situation 
or circumstance you may find 
yourself. 
Thus, thoughts are not just 

thoughts. They have origin. 
What is the origin of thoughts? 
Thoughts are as a result of 
association (people whose 
company you stay in most of the 
time), observation (what you 
observe all the time) and 
teachings (the teachings you are 
exposed to).
Thoughts are also a result of 

the environment you find 
yourself. If you want to change 
the kind of thoughts that 
dominate your life, you must 
make sure that you bring your 
associations, your observations, 
your environment and the 
teachings you expose yourself 
to, to agree with the word of 
God, which is truth. Jesus, in 
John 17:17 says, Sanctify them 
through thy truth: Thy Word is 
truth. 
It is very important for us to 

understand that i t  is a 
combination of these things (the 
associations, the kind of 
company you keep, your 
environment, the teachings you 
are exposed to and what you 
constantly observe), that 
influences the thoughts you 

environment. If you cannot do 
something about your physical 
environment, you can do 
something about your mental 
environment. 
Your mental environment is 

controlled by the associations 
and teachings you expose 
yourself to. First ly, The 
strongest influences in your life, 
your inner circle, the people you 
consider your closest friends, 
must be people of faith. They 
must be people you can draw 
from and encourage yourself 
with. They must be people who 
are not negative, people who 
have exalted the Word of God in 
their lives. Your inner circle must 
consist of people who have more 
respect for the Word of God than 
for anything else.
Secondly, the teachings you 

are exposed to must be 
teachings that exalt the truth of 
God's Word; that make the Word 
of God the final authority. 
Teachings that put the word of 
God and what it says ahead of 
man ' s  exper i ences ,  the  
philosophies of men and the 
traditions of men.
If you can handle the 

associations of your life and the 
teachings you expose yourself 
to, two things that are based 
solely on your own choice and 
nothing else, then you can 
c o n t r o l  y o u r  i n t e r n a l  
environment. I tell you, when 
you control your internal 
environment - the environment 
of your mind and heart; where 
you live life essentially, you 
begin to attract the right things 
into your life. 
You handle the environment of 

your mind and your heart and 

there.
Now the Bible teaches the 

principle of taking thought 
captive. Let me conclude by 
saying this - you do not have to 
be captive to any thought in 
your mind. If an unfavourable 
thought comes into your mind, 
you can decide to disconnect 
from it. You can decide to refuse 
to allow that thought to become 
a permanent resident in your 
mind. You may not be able to 
stop its entry into your mind but 
you can facilitate its exit. You 
can use the name of Jesus. It is 
available to you as a child of 
God. 
You can say in the name of 

Jesus, I refuse to think that 
thought. My mind is my mind 
and I refuse to think any thought 
that is not consistent with the 
Word of God. You can choose to 
begin to rehearse and speak 
God's Word. This is how you 
displace thoughts that you do 
not like out of your mind. You 
can choose to say, even though I 
may not know how I am going to 
come out of this situation, I 

believe that my God will 
preserve me, that he will provide 
for me, defend me, I believe my 
God will take care of me. 
Hallelujah!
As you think and speak God's 

Word out loud, it creates a 
different environment in your 
mind and in your heart. As the 
environment of your heart and 
mind begin to change, faith 
begins to come into your heart 
and faith is released out of your 
mouth as you speak God's Word. 
As you begin to speak God's 
Word, you literarily give Him 
authority and authorize Him to 
function and to pour out His 
blessings in your life and to use 
His power to do whatever is 
required and necessary to give 
you a test imony and a 
favourable outcome. 
God is able to provide for you 

abundantly. God is able to 
preserve you, to take care of 
you. He is able to defend you 
against anything that can 
threaten your security. If you 
will learn to trust God's word, 

you will see God doing amazing 
miracles in your life. If you will 
learn to trust God's word and to 
speak it out of your mouth and 
refuse thoughts of fear, you will 
begin to give God permission to 
start operating in the natural 
circumstances of your life. 
God will start doing things that 

you never knew how to do. God 
will start bringing things to pass 
that your own natural expertise, 
resources or connections can 
ever bring to pass in your own 
life. 
Give God the opportunity to do 

the impossible in your life today. 
Give God the opportunity to 
protect you. Give Him the 
opportunity to preserve you. 
Give Him the opportunity to 
manifest His great provisions in 
your life today.
I bless you in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. I bless you 
with the blessings of Almighty 
God. I declare that as you 
receive grace to act upon these 
words, God will be a mighty 
defense and a mighty deliverer 
for you in the name of Jesus. 
Amen!

Fear not, trust God (21)

think. You must make sure you 
bring these four areas into 
agreement with the Word of 
God. 
Now, of these areas, let me 

highlight associations and 
teachings because some people 
may argue that they are unable 
to do anything about the 
neighbourhood they live in or 
their environment. I want you to 
know that even if this is the 
case, yet you can still do 
something about your mental 

you can determine what 
eventually will be the outcome 
of your life. This is what we call 
the inside out philosophy of life. 
The word of God, in Matthew 

12:34, teaches that, out of the 
abundance of the heart, the 
mouth speaketh, and Proverbs 
23:7 says, for as he thinketh in 
his heart, so is he… You can do 
something about your thought 
life; you are not helpless. You 
can refuse a fearful thought that 
comes into your mind to remain 

“If you can handle the associations of your life 
and the teachings you expose yourself to, two 
things that are based solely on your own choice 
and nothing else, then you can control your 
internal environment. I tell you, when you control 
your internal environment - the environment of 
your mind and heart; where you live life 
essentially, you begin to attract the right things 
into your life.” 

Give God the 
opportunity to 
d o  t h e  
impossible in 
your life today. 
Give God the 
opportunity to 
protect you. 
Give Him the 
opportunity to 
preserve you. 
Give Him the 
opportunity to 
manifest His 
g r e a t  
provisions in 
your life today.

“

“

















SUNDAY STANDARD,  August 21, 2022  Page 23

INANCIAL inclusion is 

not merely a fancy 

term but a globally F
recogn ised cata lyst  for  

e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d  

development. The World Bank 

defines financial inclusion as 

individuals and businesses 

having access to useful and 

affordable financial products 

and services such as payments, 

savings, credit and insurance, 

delivered responsibly and 

sustainably.
This could equally result in 

wealth creation, reduction in 

unemployment and poverty, as 

well as an improved standard of 

living. In fact, on the strength 

of the definition above, the 

NFIS housed other specific 

targets – to boost inclusion in 

payments to 70 percent, 

savings to 60 percent, credit to 

40 percent, insurance to 40 

percent and pension to 40 

percent, all by 2020.
While financial inclusion has 

steadily improved over the last 

decade, the country fell short of 

the NFIS targets for 2020. That 

year, only 50.5 percent were 

formally served, with 35.9 

percent  st i l l  f inanc ia l ly  

excluded (EFInA). On the 

specific targets, payments hit 

45 percent, savings at 32 

percent, credit and insurance 

at a staggering 3 percent and 2 

percent, respectively, while 

pension only went as far as 7 

percent.
Though these targets were 

not met, there is no denying the 

progress that has been made 

so far. According to the Central 

Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Nigeria 

has gained 64 percent financial 

inclusion in 2022 and now 

targets 95 percent in 2024.
Among other factors such as 

government programmes and 

policies, the gradual rise in the 

financial inclusion rate has been 

significantly impacted by the 

proliferated deployment of 

digital financial services (DFS) 

in the country; though it may 

also be argued, vice versa, that 

financial inclusion targets have 

facilitated the drive for DFS.
Either way, digital platforms 

continue to provide innovative 

avenues for distributing and 

accessing financial services 

while liberalising traditional 

transaction processes. Nigeria is 

home to the majority of the 

f intech unicorns on the 

continent, most of which 

operate in the payments 

system.
It comes as no surprise that 

the payments and savings 

segments have been the most 

improved on the country's 

financial inclusion index.
Further, with a combined 

subscriber base of 130.3 million 

in Nigeria, MTN and Airtel 

recent ly  launched the i r  

respective Payment Service 

Banks (PSBs), which would 

have them offer SIM-based 

mobile banking services like 

deposits and withdrawals, 

transfers, bill payments and 

credit. Subsidiaries of Glo and 

9Mobile are also PSB-licenced 

by the CBN.
More so, PSBs are required to 

have a 25 percent rural 

presence to ensure they focus 

on the unbanked and financially 

excluded populations. It is also 

noteworthy that the various 

licence categories (switching 

and processing, mobile money 

operations, payment solution 

services, agent banking and so 

on) available to banks and other 

financial institutions (OFIs) 

have also contributed to the 

penetration of DFS.
Agent banking – which 

involves the provision of 

f inancial services within 

communities on behalf of banks 

– alone contributed about 19 

percent to the 2020 financial 

inclusion gains, compared to 

the 3 percent it contributed in 

2018 (EFInA). Contactless 

payments are growing in 

popularity as Quick Response 

(QR) Code usage and Near Field 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  ( N F C )  

technology continue to be 

adopted by financial service 

providers.
The CBN is now looking more 

closely at enforcing digital 

financial literacy. In one of its 

most recent steps at driving 

financial inclusion, it released 

the Exposure Draft on the Digital 

Financial Services Awareness 

G u i d e l i n e s  ( D r a f t  D F S  

Guidelines) in July 2022. The 

Draft DFS Guidelines sets 

minimum consumer knowledge 

and practice standards that 

financial services providers are 

to adopt when providing DFS. 

Among other things, DFS 

providers are required to – 

p r o m o t e  c a m p a i g n s  t o  

underserved popu la t ions  

regarding DFS available to 

them; ease access to product 

information to allow consumers 

make informed f inancia l  

decisions; provide product 

information in English and local 

l a nguage s ;  d i s s em ina t e  

educat ional mater ia ls to 

prospective and exist ing 

customers through basic 

channels like SMS, USSD and at 

agent locations in addition to 

web and social media platforms; 

and provide reliable customer 

support services. The apex bank 

intends to implement these 

standards to the letter as non-

compliance attracts sanctions.
From the foregoing, DFS has 

and will continue to deepen 

financial inclusion in Nigeria – 

perhaps even at an exponential 

rate. However, in light of the 

country's 2.5 percent annual 

population growth rate, along 

with existing inclusion gaps and 

i nequa l i t i e s  pa r t i cu l a r l y  

r e g a r d i n g  g e n d e r  a n d  

geographic location, regulators 

must find more sustainable 

ways for low-cost financial 

services to expand to the 

unbanked and underbanked.
Also, the crusade to promote 

financial literacy and consumer 

protection has to be further 

intensified, as people will only 

use systems they veritably 

understand and can trust. As the 

government continues to roll out 

more f inanc ia l  inc lus ion 

initiatives, it must ensure it 

keeps nurturing an enabling 

environment for digital financial 

products and services to thrive, 

though within a regulated 

ecosystem.
Source: BusinessDay.

Financial inclusion and digital financial services in Nigeria
According to Enhancing Financial Innovation and Access (EFInA), 52.5 percent of Nigeria's adult population was 
excluded from financial services in 2008. Two years later, financial exclusion further declined to 46.3 percent. On the 
back of this development and with the ambitious mandate of reducing the financial exclusion rate to 20 percent by 
2020, the National Financial Inclusion Strategy (NFIS) was launched in 2012. TAYO FABUSIWA writes.

Pantami

“The CBN is now looking more closely at enforcing digital 
financial literacy. In one of its most recent steps at driving 
financial inclusion, it released the Exposure Draft on the Digital 
Financial Services Awareness Guidelines (Draft DFS Guidelines) 
in July 2022. The Draft DFS Guidelines sets minimum consumer 
knowledge and practice standards that financial services 
providers are to adopt when providing DFS. Among other things, 
DFS providers are required to – promote campaigns to under 
served populations regarding DFS available to them; ease access 
to product information to allow consumers make informed 
financial decisions; provide product information in English and 
local languages; disseminate educational materials to 
prospective and existing customers through basic channels like 
SMS, USSD and at agent locations in addition to web and social 
media platforms; and provide reliable customer support services. 
The apex bank intends to implement these standards to the letter 
as non-compliance attracts sanctions.”





New and power of social media entrepreneurs 
The social network, which has the online community as one of its subdivisions, has become a crucial part of our daily lives as technology 

advances. With the dawn of online networking, people getting in touch with each other has been made easy. You can connect in seconds with 
a large number of people – friends, families, and strangers – individually or as a group. AYODEJI ADEGBOYEGA writes.
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CCORDING to Forbes, as 
of January this year, there 
were 4.02 billion internet A

users around the globe – that is 53 
per cent of the world's total 
population. Active social media 
users make up 3.2 billion, or 42 
percent of the population. “These 
numbers alone prove that social 
media is here to stay, if not to 
flourish further.”

Significantly, in the marketing 
world, social media cannot be 
disregarded especially as it gives 
much penetration.

According to recent research by 
the Global System of Mobile 
Communicat ion Assoc iat ion 
(GSMA), the mobile market is 
significantly contributing to 
Nigeria's economic growth. In 
2017, it contributed $21 billion to 
the GDP, representing 5.5 per cent 
of the country's total GDP. This has 
resulted in the creation of nearly 
500,000 direct and indirect jobs.

Transacting business online is no 
longer a new thing to online active 
Nigerians as some prefer it to other 
modes of transaction. It is arguably 
more comfortable, as many of the 
online vendors have a means of 
delivering the goods to the buyer at 
little or no extra cost.

Premium Times interviewed some 
entrepreneurs breaking borders on 
the social media.

When Taiwo Hassan graduated 
from the Obafemi Awolowo 
University, Ile-Ife in 2014, he was 
bent on creating his own job so he 
enrolled in an event planning class.

The graduate of Political Science 

and the brain behind @AHT_events 
said he had to register with the 
Corporate Affairs Commission in 
order to get an edge over others in 
the business. When he started two 
years ago, his main challenge as a 
newbie was customers asking for 
his previous works. But he said his 
boss came to his aid at that time.

He said he attracts customers on 
Instagram by paying a few social 
media influencers who help him to 
gain followers who later became his 
customers. Also, he gives his 
followers what he calls the “referral 
package.” This package, he 
explained, attracts a percentage of 
the profit from a deal to any 
follower who refers him to the client 
with whom he makes the deal.

“The main challenge I have right 
now is how clients price the services 
that they want to be rendered,” 
Hassan said.

“You have to take cognizance of 
the fact that you will pay for 
equipment rentals, so if you are not 
careful you will end up not getting 
anything from the work.”

Asked why he sti l l  rents 
equipment, he said, “It is not 
economically wise to keep buying 
them as new ones keep coming 
out.”

But he is looking into opening an 
equipment rental outlet of his own 
to generate additional cash flow.

Hassan said he gets his customers 
more on Instagram and also 
through referrals.

“The social media has helped all 
businesses a great deal. Lately, it 
has narrowed down some sorts of 

extra movement into just pictures 
and chats,” said Kema Abuede of 
@cakepriest.

A cake maker who has been in the 
business for 14 years, Kema 
stressed how the social media has 
helped make business easy for him 
in recent times as his clients no 
longer have to travel from other 
cities to see his work and what he is 
capable of doing.

“All they need to do is get your 
page ID, check your previous 
works, discuss and make payment 
and they, in turn, deliver.”

This, he said, saves time and 
helps people to keep their works 
online for a lifetime as against the 
archaic tradition of snapping and 
going about with hard copies.

The Mass Communicat ion 
graduate of Auchi Polytechnic is 
also a teacher. He said the social 
media helps him publicise not just 
his work but his training, unlike in 
the past when he had to wait for a 
gathering, such as an exhibition, to 
share his fliers to publicise his 
training. “All you need to do now is 
post it on Instagram, Facebook or 
twitter. Your followers see it, 
broadcast it and it goes viral,” he 
said.

Kema said he registered since 
2014 and by 2019, he hopes to be 
taking his chain of businesses to a 
different level. “I am taking 
different studies in movie making, 
and I have my instruments already. 
Hopefully soon, I will start by next 
year.”

Asked if he would consider an 
offer of a white-collar job, and how 
good he was doing with his 

business, he said, “To a great 
extent, it has been good. You know 
in the country we are now if you can 
feed your family and you are okay 
to a large extent, it is a big deal.”

Eighteen years old Precious 
A d e l a g u n  o f  
@preciousbugatti_wears started 
her clothing business online two 
years ago because she was just not 
used to “depending on people for 
money.”

“I just want to be independent,” 
she said.

That was the reason she decided 
to start selling wears, “mostly 
ladies' wear.” The ND 2 student of 
The Polytechnic, Ibadan said so far, 
her customers are more of people 
she met online and the business 
has really helped her in paying for 
her education.

“By next year, I will be launching 
my eyelash line. Everyone has been 
paid, the photographer, the model 
and also my supplier,” she replied 
coyly when this reporter asked her 
how profitable the business has 
been.

Aisha Afolabi and Ada Ezeh are 
students of the National Open 
University in Lagos and run 
@ k a i s h a _ s k i n c a r e a n d  
@adahairline respectively. They 
said the social media has been a 
blessing for them as it allows them 
to operate their respective 
businesses without demanding 
much from them.

Aisha said the business is helping 
her fund her education and also 
gave birth to a new business of skin 
care, which she sees as “the 

trending business presently.”
“My hair business was doing well 

but later on, a lot of people started 
selling it, so I had to look for 
another biz that will move traffic for 
me.”

She explained that the process is 
not stressful for her as all she needs 
to get the cream prepared are there 
in Lagos. She has her customers 
and she had a medium of delivering 
to them without stress, so her 
schooling is not disturbed and she is 
making enough for herself.

Ada Ezeh, who is married, said 
she started her hair business 
recently and the worth now is more 
than triple her startup capital.

She said her only challenge 
initially was getting authentic 
followers who were willing to buy.

According to Ada, the first few 
months of the business was 
challenging as her goods were just 
in the house “staring at me.” But 
now, she is making sales and also 
able to look after her toddler at 
home.

M r s  E l l a h  U m e h  r u n s  
@veronicasdaughter, a fabric page 
on Instagram. She started selling 
her fabrics from the trunk of her car 
until she opened business pages 
both on Facebook and Instagram. 
Now she delivers to customers 
nationwide.

The doctoral student of the 
University of Port Harcourt said “I 
sell more online, all I need to do is 
snap a very good picture of the 
fabric and advertise on my business 
pages. Customers call and ask for 
price and for delivery too.”

Source: PremiumTimes.







SUNDAY STANDARD, August 21,  2022Page 28

NLC debunks reports that
NASG owes salaries

HE Nasarawa State 

chapter of the Nigeria TLabour  Congress  

(NLC) has stated that the 

state government does not 

owe the state civil servants 

any salary contrary to reports 

that the government owes 

workers six months salaries. 
The State Chairman of the 

NLC, Comrade Yusuf Iya 

made the clarifications during 

a news confrerence with 

reporters in Lafia, the State 

capital saying that Governor 

A b d u l l a h i  S u l e ' s  

administration is up to date in 

the payment of workers as no 

worker is owed any kobo as 

far as salaries are concerned. 
He stated that their attention 

has been drawn to a report 

credited to one organization 

called Budg IT that Nasarawa 

State is among the eight 

states in the country that are 

in arrears of its worker's 

salaries between six months 

and above.
“We the leadership of the NLC 

in Nasarawa State who are 

the representatives of the 

workers, hereby debunk, 

condemn and describe the 

report as false, malicious, 

concocted and baseless,” the 

NLC further stated.
He stated that since the 

assumption of Engineer 

A b d u l l a h i S u l e  l e d  

administration in the state, 

the State government and 

Local Government workers as 

well as the retirees are all up 

to date in the payment of their 

monthly entitlements. 

From MOHANNED ABDULLAHI,
Keffi

Karu chairman partners agric 
company to train youth

XECUTIVE Chairman of EKaru Local Government 

Council Hon James Thomas, 

has earlier today visited 

PANDAGRIC NOVUM LTD, in 

Panda Development Area of 

Karu Local Government, and 

s o u g h t  p a r t n e r s h i p  

collaboration to train youth 

on agricultural production.
He said “we appreciated 

your investment in our 

domain, which as a result 

many youths were employed 

on this note we request for 

your technical support to 

train our teeming youth on 

agricultural production to be 

self reliant".
Chief Executive Officer of 

the Company, Mr. Bruce 

Spam while acknowledging 

the presence and visit of the 

E x e c u t i v e  C h a i r m a n  

appreciated him as the first 

Executive Chairman to 

personally come to their 

company on a courtesy visit. 

He  promised to work with 

the local government to 

achieve success.
Spam promised to support 

the Government through tree 

planting and all other support 

for people to feel their impact 

in the area.
PANDAGRIC NOVUM LTD is 

From DORCAS PANKYES, Abuja

OLLOWING a security 

threat in some parts of F
Karu Local Government 

area, the authority of the 

council have imposed a 

curfew from 10: pm to 

6:00 am every day. 
Chairman of the council, 

James Bawa Thomas, 

made the pronouncement 

during the expanded peace 

and security meeting held 

at the council Secretariat 

on Monday. 
Pres id ing over  the  

expanded Peace and 

security meeting which 

i n v o l v e d  t h e  

representatives of the 

Nigerian Army, the Police, 

DSS, Civil Defence Corp, 

Road safety, the Nigeria 

... Imposes curfew 
Cor rec t i ona l  Serv i ce ,  

Religious and Traditional 

Rulers among others, the 

Chairman explains that the 

security meeting became 

imperative considering the 

security threat in some 

parts of Karu and its 

environs.
He further stated that the 

curfew will take effect on 

Thursday this week from 10: 

pm to 6: am. 
James Thomas disclosed 

that even though Karu is 

enjoying relative peace but 

they cannot fold their hands 

without taking proactive 

measures to take a holistic 

approach to the situation to 

avert any peace and 

security breach.  

From MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, Keffi

Education commissioner bags integrity stewadship award
From AMEDU JOSEPH, 

Lokoja

Thomas

NKNOWN gunmen Uh a v e  s t o r m e d  
Nasarawa Eggon and 
kidnapped the Nasarawa 
State Commissioner for 
In fo rmat ion  Yakubu 
Lawal.

The bandits were said to 
have stormed the house 
of the commissioner in the 
wee hours of the night  
forced him out of his 
house and took him away 
to their hide out. 

The kidnappers were 
said to have announced 
their arrival to house of 
the commissioner in 
Nasarawa Eggon by firing 
several shots to disperse 
the people around him 
and all other people that 
were willing to bring help. 

Meanwhile, the state's 
police command were 
confirmed the incidence 
a n d  r e - s t a t e d  i t ' s  
determinations to ensure 

From MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI, Keffi

Commissioner for information kidnapped in Nasarawa

H E  K o g i  S t a t e  TC o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
Education, Science and 
Technology, Hon. Wemi 
Jones, FCIB, has been 
honoured with 'Certificate of 
Integrity Stewardship Award 
w i t h  t i t l e  ' ' S e r v i c e  
Ambassador'' by the Centre 
for Save and Serve Humanity 
Organisation (CSSHO).

Presenting the award to the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o n  
Wednesday in Lokoja, the 
Executive Director of CSSHO, 
Mrs Anthonia Aihinoria, 
eulogised the commissioner 
for thinking right, acting 
ethics and serving as 
a d v o c a t e  o f  g o o d  
governance.

Aninoria said that the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  h a d  
distinguished himself among 
his colleagues as a silent and 
great achiever, whose track 
of indelible achievements 
had made them proud as an 
organization.

She explained that from 
t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n t  
a s s e s s m e n t  e x e r c i s e  

conducted on State MDAs in 
North Central Nigeria, Kogi 
State Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology, 
under the stewardship of 
Wemi Jones, came out very 
outstanding after the 
exercise.

''We also gathered with 
great delight in terms of your 
performance such as: 
display of ethical leadership, 
and developmental policy 
p e r f o r m a n c e ,  p u b l i c  
accessibi l i ty, servicom 
compliance, commitment to 
State transformational 
agenda, attitude against 
corruption, and obedient to 
the rule of law.

''You are hereby declared 
''an outstanding leader in 
service'' Aihinoria said.

She however said that the 
award was expected to spur 
the Commissioner to do 
more for his people, and add 
his voice to the ongoing 
clarion call to reform Nigeria 

in the years ahead.
In his response, the 

Commissioner appreciated 
t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  
considering him and the 
Ministry worthy of the award, 
saying it was a call for more 
dedication and hard work. 

The Commissioner thanked 
His Excellency, Governor 
Yahaya Bello, for givng him 
the privilege to serve his 
people at the state, and for 
making education sector his 
topmost priority.

Jones stressed that the 
recorded achievements in 
education sector would not 
have been possible without 
the full support of the 
Governor, as well as the 
commitment and dedication 
of the staff and management 
of the ministry.

He emphasised that the 
G o v e r n o r  h a d  m a d e  
education his number one 
focus thereby increasing the 
annual budgetary allocation 
to 30% beyond the 26% 
UNESCO bench mark for 
educa t i on ,  hence  t he  
tremendous achievements 
being recorded in the sector.

Jone stressed that the State 
Government was focusing 
more attention on Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) through 
the establishment of GYB 
Model Science Secondary 
Schools across the three 
senatorial districts of the 
s t a t e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
establishment of Confluence 
University of Science and 
Technology (CUSTECH), 
Osara.

The commissioner said that 
Kogi State Government under 
the leadership of Governor 
Yahaya Bello had enacted 
Kogi State Education Law, 
w h i c h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
Administrations were not able 
to achieve.

He added that all the tertiary 

institutions in the state have 
had all their programmes 
accredited by their various 
regulatory bodies, under the 
table leadership of Gov. 
Yahaya Bello.

The Commissioner further 
said that the process of 
r e c ru i t i ng  compe ten t  
professional teachers for 
secondary schools in the 
state were ongoing with due 
process followed, to ensure 
that qualified teachers were 
engaged.

He assured that greater 
achievements would be 
recorded in the state 
education sector, saying the 
Governor was determined 
and committed to making 
Kogi the best in education in 
the Northern States.

an Integrated Agriculture and 

Agric Processing Company, 

specializing in the Production 

and Distribution of High Quality, 

High Performance Poultry 

Feeds.

Sule

Alkali

Bello

that it rescues him unhurt. 
The State's Police Public 

Re lat ion Of f icer  Mr.  
Rahman Nansel stated 
that on hearing that, the 
P o l i c e  C o m m a n d  
immediately mobilized its 
forces to track down the 
kidnappers and rescue the 
commissioner.

He therefore appealed to 
a l l  t he  res iden ts  o f  
Nasarawa Eggon to support 
the Police and all other 
security agencies to support 
them with all the relevant 
information to enable them 
succeed in  prov id ing 
adequate security to the 
people.
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HE Vice-President, 
Prof. Yemi Osinbajo Thas officially launched 

Nigeria's 2021 Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Survey and 
Nat iona l  Immunizat ion  
Coverage Survey report, 
aimed at providing reliable 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  
comparable data to monitor 
the situation of children and 
women in Nigeria.

The Multiple Indicator 
Cluster Survey is a household 
survey developed by UNICEF 
to assist countries in filling 
data gaps for monitoring 
h u m a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  
indicators in general and the 
situation of children and 
women, in particular. It has 
evolved over the years to 
respond to changing data 
needs, expanding from 28 
indicators in the first round in 
1999 to 200 in its current 
sixth. This was made know to 
press recenty Abuja.

The Vice president who was 
represented by the Minister of 
Finance, Budget and National 
P l a n n i n g ,  D r.  Za i n a b  
Shamsuna Ahmed assured 
MICS-NICS of government 
support financially, and the 
implementation of the Survey 
report in order to achieve the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).

The F inance Min is ter  
Recommended the good work 
carried out by the National 
Bureau of Statistics, (NBS) 
implemented MICS which 
provides data on child 
mortality, health, nutrition, 
education, child and social 
protection, women's health 
care and empowerment, 
water, sanitation and hygiene. 
W h i l e  N I C S  a s s e s s e s  
v a c c i n a t i o n  c o v e r a g e  
provided through the health 
systems.

 Also speaking in an 
address, the Statistician-
General of the Federation and 
Chief Executive Officer, 
National Bureau of Statistics, 
Prince Adeyemi Adeniran 
stated that the survey which 
has over 200 indicators, 
r e c o r d ed  t h e  h i g he s t  
response rate in the MICS 
series, with and impressive 
r e s p o n s e  r a t e  o f  9 9  
percentage.

The 2021 Nigeria MICS-
N ICS  r epo r t  p r ov i de s  
evidence-based data for all 
key stakeholders to prioritise 
quality services for children 
and women with higher 
efficiency and effectiveness,” 
said Statistician-General of 
the Federation/CEO National 
Bureau of Statistics Prince 
Adeyemi Adeniran. The 
information collated will 
inform policies aimed at social 
inc lus ion of  the most  
vulnerable population, help 
identify disparities, and allow 
f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
comparability 

It also had some notable 
improvement to the survey, 
m a k i n g  i t  t h e  m o s t  
comprehensive MICS Survey 
ever to be conducted in 
Nigeria. This is the first round 
to be conducted since the 
advent of covid-19 in Nigeria. 
With the severe effect of the 
pandemic on the health status 
of the citizens, the results of 
the survey will shed more 
light on how the pandemic has 

affected households. 
Prince Adeniran added that 

these improvements were in 
the form of an addition of an 
entirely new questionnaire to 
the survey, as well as the 
inclusion of the new modules 
to existing questionnaires. A 
completely new questionnaire 
which focuses on Children 
aged 5 to 17 was introduced 
under this round.

 He added that questionnaire 
deals with issues such as 
foundational learning, Child 
functioning, and parental 
involvement. However, these 
New modules include; Energy 
use, Social Transfers, and 
Food Security, which were 
added to the Household 
Questionnaire. "The picture is 
a mixed one. While there has 
been some good progress, and 
we should celebrate that – we 
still have a long way to go to 
towards ensuring the well-
being of children in Nigeria.,a 
dding that the findings of this 
survey will help guide the 
federal and state governments 
as they plan their budgets – 
providing evidence for where 
more support and funds need 
to be  wisely allocated and 
utilized.” 

Statistician-General of the 
Federation said, they build 
back better from the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
MICS-NICS survey provides 
e v i d e n c e  t o  s h a p e  
interventions and focus 
resources in a way that helps 
children and their families 
reach their full potential,” 
While New modules on 
Victimisation and Financial 
Inclusion were added to the 
M e n  a n d  W o m e n  
Questionnaires. Looking 
critical at the nature of these 
New additions, It is evident 
that these are topical issues 
and areas in which more 
information is required by 
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  
policymakers, to enable them 
to monitor relevant policies 
and  p rog rammes ,  and  
intervene where necessary. 
He said.

Therefore, using the data to 
monitor progress towards our 
collective commitments to 
children and families, and 
inform future action is critical 
if we must leave no one 
behind.

Peter Hawkins, UNICEF 
Representative in Nigeria, who 

represented UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator a.i 
in Nigeria Mr. Matthias 
Schmale said, Data is critical 
for effective budgeting and 
decision making – and the 
data from these surveys 
together paint a picture of the 
situation for children and 
families in Nigeria.

Hawkins, stressed that the 
indicators produced for the 
first time include social 
transfer, household energy 
use, child functioning and 
foundational learning skills. 
The survey measures the 
government ' s  p rogress  
t o w a r d s  n a t i o n a l  
commi tments  and  the  
Sustainable Development 
Goals.

He said, the MICS results 
reveal that Nigeria has made 
progress in some sectors. 
Child mortality decreased 
from 1 in 8 children dying 
before their fifth birthday 
(MICS 2016) to 1 in 10 
children (MICS 2021). There 
has also been significant 
p r og r e s s  i n  e xc l u s i ve  
breastfeeding and birth 
registration rates - the 
exclusive breastfeeding rate 
increased from 24 per cent to 
34 per cent, while nearly 60 
per cent of Nigerian children 
are now registered at birth 
w i th  c i v i l  au tho r i t i e s ,  
compared to 47 per cent in 
2016.  cent to 30 per cent 
since 2016.

INISTER of Science, MTe c h n o l o g y  a n d  
Innovation, Dr. Adeleke 
Olorunnimbe Mamora has 
called on Nigerians to embrace 
and support deployment of 
Clean Energy Innovations as a 
solution to climate change 
mitigation and adaptation in 
the country.

Dr. Adeleke made the call 
during the inauguration of the 
Project Steering Committee of 
the Nigeria, UNIDO /GEF on 
promoting Clean Energy 
Technologies for sustainable 
Start-UPS and Small and 
Medium Scale Enterprises 
Development in Nigeria in his 
office, recenty in Abuja.

The Minister said that Clean 
Energy Technology is a project 
that will provide the national 
platform for partnership with 
t h e  G l o b a l  C l e a n t e c h  
Innova t i on  P rog ramme 
(GCIP) being piloted by United 
N a t i o n s  I n d u s t r i a l  
Development Organization 
(UNIDO) and the Rural 
Electrification Agency (REA) 
as well as Co-Creation Hub for 
providing niche technical 
services within the project.

According to the Minister, the 
M i n i s t r y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
conducting technology needs 
assessment for climate in key 
sectors of the country's 
economy in line with the 
global transition of the world 
technology towards the use of 
clean energy.

To this end, Dr. Adeleke 
emphasized that production 
and value addition to the 
country's immense natural 
resources is critical to fast 
tracking the socio-economic 
development of the country.

He pointed out that the 
Steering Committee members 
are selected from the pool of 
experts in the Public and 
Private Sectors of the 
economy and enjoined them 

t o  m a k e  m e a n i n g f u l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
development of the nation 
through this laudable project.

The Minister enumerated the 
membership of the steering 
committee to include Federal 
M i n i s t r y  o f  S c i e n c e ,  
Technology and Innovation, 
F e d e r a l  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Environment, Federal Ministry 
of Industry, Trade and 
Investment, Smal l  and 
M e d i u m  E n t e r p r i s e s  
Development Agency of 
Nigeria (SMEDAN) Bank of 
Industry, Rural Electrification 
Agency, amongst others.

Ear l ier,  the Managing 
D i r e c t o r / C E O  R u r a l  
Electrification Agency (REP). 

Eng. Ahmad Salihijo said that 
their mandates are to 
support ,  promote and 
provide electricity to the rural 
areas in Africa.

In his acceptance speech, 
the Chairman of the steering 
c o m m i t t e e  D r.  P e t e r  
Ekweozor commended the 
efforts of the Ministry and 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 
(UNIDO) partner. Added that 
despite all obstacles the 
i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
committee members has 
become a reality.

He assured the Federal 
Gove rnment  t ha t  t he  
c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  w o r k  
assiduously to achieve the 
full implementation of the 
policy.

FG launches MICS-NICS, 
promises financial support
From DORCAS PANKYES, Abuja

Minister charges Nigerians on
 clean energy innovations

From DORCAS PANKYES, Abuja

ORMER Nigerian Military FP r e s i d en t  Gene ra l  
Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida 
has called on Nigerians to be 
patient over challenges facing 
the country, saying insecurity 
will soon be history.

Speaking with members of 
the Correspondent Chapel at 
his Uphill Mansion, I BB who 
said tough time don’t last, 
assured that the insecurity will 
soon go. 

IBB urges Nigerians to be patient over  
insecurity 

"But I appealed to those 
perpetrating the dastardly act 
of insecurity to stop"

He emphasized that the 
bullet was not made with any 
particular tribe or region on it 
be it Yoruba, Hausa, Fulani etc

I will never forget what my 
father told me when I was 
growing up that no matter 
what happens to you if you are 
able to be patient it will come 
it will happen and it will past 

He called on Nigerians to be 

hopeful, determined, faithful 

and prayerful for the end of 

the current insecurity 

challenges facing the nation. 

adding that those behind it 

will realize the consequences 

and impact of their actions in 

no distant time.
IBB who commended 

journalists for their role of 

reportage said, if they 

continue the good work they 

will be able to change the 

psyche of many Nigerians, 

and the whole narrative of 

the nation.

From MATHEW JWANTU, 
Minna 

ENATOR I. D. Gyang, 
Deputy  Cha i rman S

Senate Committee on 
Defence has  led a joint team 
of the Senate and House of 
Representatives on a one-
week oversight of Defence 
Missions in Paris, France and 
Ankara, Turkey 

 The quest for Nigeria to 
find lasting solution to the 
challenges of insecurity 
requires engagement with 
countries that are strategic 
to the security of the nation, 
thus necessitating Defence 
Missions 

The Paris Defence Section 
covers 11 countries in 
Europe while that of  Ankara, 

has 5 countries within its 

area of responsibility.
The team was briefed in 

From DORCAS PANKYES, 
Abuja

both Paris and Ankara by 
the Defence Attaches on 
activities of the missions 
and efforts at expanding 
mutua l l y  bene f i t t i ng  
opportunities between 
Nigeria and the host 
countries which have, to a 
large extent, attained self-
sufficiency in their defense 
needs and capabilities and 
Nigeria can leverage on 
same to win the war 
against terrorism.

The team was also 
received on courtesy call by 
Nigerian Ambassadors to 
France and Turkey, their 
Excellencies Kayode Laro 
and Ismail Yusuf Abba 
respectively.

Gyang leads Senate, Reps to Paris, Turkey

Osinbajo

Gyang

Mamora
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IRST Bank of Nigeria 
(FBN) workers under 
the aegis of Employee F

Giving and Volunteering 
Scheme has donated surgical 
equipment for free Vesico 
Vaginal Fistula (VVF) repairs 
in Sokoto State.

The support was part of the 
Start Performing Acts of 
Random Kindness (SPARK) 
initiative by the workers.

Adamu Gambo, Group 
Head, Northwest II Group of 
FBN said the 2022 SPARK 
amplification event targeted 
Fistula patients at Maryam 
Abacha Women and Children 
Hospital, Sokoto.

Gambo said that the 
initiative involved staff 
donating money and creating 
time to execute noble 
engagements in the society.

“The initiative focuses on 
creating and reinforcing 
attitudes which goes beyond 
meeting people's material 
needs  to show compassion, 
civility and charity,” he added.

He explained that First Bank 
places premium on corporate 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  
sustainability as it remains 
committed to impacting 
pos i t ive ly on i ts  host  
communities.

”We are proud of being 
woven into the fabric of the 
society.

“This is a wholesome 
approach that involves 
meeting the needs of our 
stakeholders both presently 
and in the future.

” O u r  c o r p o r a t e  
responsibi l i ty approach 
structurally delivers value 
along the core pillars of 

educat ion,  hea l th  and 
welfare,” he said.

Gambo said his team 
identified Maryam Abacha 
Women and Children Hospital 
due to its consistency in 
rendering VVF services to 
victims.

”We admire your strength, 
tenacity, resilience and 
infectious disposition to 
improve the quality of 
individuals' lives.

“We urge the hospital's 
management to view the 
equipment as a token of love 
and kindness while we hope 
to render more assistance in 
the future,” he stated.

The Chief Medical Director 
of the hospital, Dr Bello Lawal 
commended the staff for the 
donation pledging that the 
e q u i p m e n t  w o u l d  b e  
judiciously utilised.

 “The victims of VVF are 
classified among the most 
vulnerable in the society as 
they suffer stigmatisation and 

From ANENE AIKE, 
Sokoto

Bankers donate surgical 
equipment for VVF repairs 

ostracisation by their families 
and communities,” he said.

The CMD however noted 
that VVF was preventable and 
curable while its victims are 
re-integrated into the society 
after adequate treatment and 
psychological care. 

WO kidnappers have 
lost their lives during a 
gun duel with security T

operatives in Idah Local 
Government Area of Kogi 
State.

Our Correspondent gathered 
that the incident which 
happened on Tuesday also saw 
two other kidnappers escape 
with different degrees of bullet 
w o u n d s .
According to reports, the 
kidnappers have perpetuated 
havoc within the area of their 
operations and security 
operatives had been on their 
trail

Confirming the information 
on Wednesday, the Chairman 
of Idah Local Government, 
Hon. Abuh Odoma stated that 
with the support received from 
the state governor, they have 
continued to secure victories 
o v e r  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  
miscreants.

He expressed that they were 
committed to ensuring that as 
declared by the state governor 
in their several meetings, 
every nook and cranny of Kogi 

State was guaranteed safe and 
secured.

In his reaction, the State 
Security Adviser, Commodore 

Jerry Omodara stressed the 
need for continued vigilance 
by citizens, particularly those 
within the rural communities.

Two kidnappers killed, others
 escaped with bullet wounds 

HE Management of 
Federal University, 
Lokoja, FUL, has T

issued a stern warning to 
those encroaching into the 
land of the University at the 
Permanent Site, Felele to 
desist forthwith or be made 
to face the consequences of 
their actions.

The warning followed an 
on-the-spot assessment of 
the institution's Permanent 
Site land at Felele where the 
management and security 
agents discovered various 
unwholesome activities of 
land grabbers in the area.
Rea c t i n g  du r i n g  t h e  

inspection visit, the Vice-
Chancellor of the University, 
Professor Olayemi Akinwumi 
decried the level at which 
some unpatriotic citizens 
have devalued education by 
attempting to sell portions of 
l a n d  m e a n t  f o r  t h e  
Institution to individuals.

He said that the university 
would no longer fold its 
hands and watch them 
succeed in their nefarious 
ventures.

The  V i c e -Chance l l o r  
pointed out that the team, 
during the tour discovered 
that some new buildings 
were already at different 
levels of completion while 
other parcels of land were 
allocated to unidentified 
individuals who are yet to 
commence work. 

The VC, therefore, warned 
"owners" of such projects 
not to make any further 
efforts at completing them, 
saying all legal actions would 
be enforced to reclaim the 
landed property belonging to 
t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n .
In his words: "It has come to 
t h e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  
Management of the Federal 
University Lokoja that some 
unscrupulous elements were 
making merchandise of the 
University's landed property 
at the Felele Campus.
" T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
Management and some 
security agencies were 
conducting an oversight 
f u n c t i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  
University landed property 
at the Permanent Site in 
Felele and came to a 
shocking discovery that 
some individuals have been 
selling off portions of the 
land to their cronies. During 
the inspection, we saw 
beacons with names and 
phone numbers, some 
r o o f e d  u n c o m p l e t e d  

buildings and new structures 
s p r i n g i n g  up  ra p i d l y  
everywhere in the University 
land to our utmost surprise.

" T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
management was appalled 
by the level of unpatriotic 
activities of people who 
should be partners-in-
progress with the Institution, 
and therefore has instituted 
concrete moves immediately 
to inform all relevant 
stakeholders, while security 
agents have been stationed 
to arrest and prosecute any 
trespasser. 

"We want to sound this note 
of warning to discourage 
anyone wishing to further 
get involved in this criminal 
activity to as a matter of 
urgency desist from it, while 
those who have made 
payments in acquiring the 
land are  advised to request 
for a refund of their money.

"It should be noted that 
encroaching into the landed 
property of the Federal 
University Lokoja and selling 
any portion of it to the 
h i g h e s t  b i d d e r s  wa s  
tantamount to stealing and 

an outright confrontation on 
the University which will no 
longer be tolerated. Any 
further attempt on this will 
be met with severe penalties 
by relevant authorities of the 
g o v e r n m e n t .  To  b e  
f o rewarned  i s  t o  be  
f o r e a r m e d !
"Again, we still want to 
appeal to traditional rulers in 
the host communities to 
speak to their subjects who 
are involved and notorious in 
such illegal and criminal 
activities to discontinue 
forthwith. However, we want 
to commend and appreciate 
some of the communities 
that have refused to join the 
bandwagon and distanced 
themselves from this evil 
act. 

“Last ly,  farmers are 
equally warned to stop 
unauthorized activities on 
the University land with 
immediate effect. But those 
who already have their crops 
on the land are given ample 
time to harvest their farm 
produce during the next 
harvest season.

From AMEDU JOSEPH, 
Lokoja

NUJ PPC pays courtesy
 call on State Council

By HOSEA NYAMLONG

HAIRMAN of the 
Nigeria Union Of C

Journalists (NUJ), Plateau 
State Council, Mr. Paul 
J a t a u  h a s  a s s u r e d  
collaboration with the 
newly elected EXCO of the 
P l a t e a u  P u b l i s h i n g  
Corporation (PPC), NUJ 
Chape l  fo r  pos i t i ve  
development.

Jatau disclosed this 
during a courtesy visit of 
the EXCO, NUJ  PPC 
Chapel at the state Council 
Secretariat recently.  He 
said the visit was timely.

The state chairman 
commended the EXCO for 
being the first to pay such  
visit to the council's 
secretariat and urged 
them to put in their best so  
as to pilot the affairs of the 
union by initiating new 
ideas and programmes 
that would move the union 
forward.

He said that his doors are 
always open for new 
innovations, ideas and 
criticisms that would 

better the union.
Jatau prayed for God's 

guidance and wished the 
EXCO a successful tenure of 
office.

Speaking earlier, the 
chairman of the NUJ PPC 
Chapel, Mr. Israel Nanjul 
Lar,  apprec ia ted the 
council's chairman for the 
audience given to them and 
pledged the union's  loyal 
support to the leadership of 
the state council and the 
National body of the Union.

He said that it is the 
desire of the new EXCO to 
work in synergy with the 
state council to strengthen 
f u r t h e r  a r e a s  o f  
partnerships that would 
enhance the success of the 
union and the welfare of it's 
members.

Lar stressed that under 
his leadership, they would 
ensure that the needful 
was done to uphold the 
tenets of the profession for 
progress.

From AMEDU JOSEPH 
Lokoja

Lar

Bello

Prof. Akinwumi

A cross section of the bankers





T has become quite interesting 
these days that we now have Iyoung people with practical 

skills. Most of them are  becoming 
interested in putting their talents 
into constructive uses. This surge is 
adding their numbers to the 
manufacturing industry,  the 
earlier ignored industrial space 
that should have kept our youth 
out of the streets.  Many are now 
prepared to learn one skill or the 
other because of the current 
realities that white collar jobs are 
very scarce and this has rendered  
our productive population helpless.

Over the years,  this has not in 
small measure affected our 
productive space and would have 
complemented our theoretical 
academic pursuit that we so much 
hang unto with no employment 
opportunities for our youth. But, 
today, you see most of them 
attending classes in the morning 
and later retire to learning one skill 
or the other after school hours.  

Interestingly, the Federal 
Government under the leadership 
of President Muhammad Buhari, 
saw the need for the diversification 
of our economy through the 
introduction of skills acquisition 
progammes in schools and other 
organisations. And this is truly 
yielding positive fruits in most 
communities across the country. 

Those most commonly seen 
rushing to respective skills 
acquisition centres are those 
within the age bracket of twelve 
and seventeen. Most of them are 
learning shoes making,  tailoring,  
carpentry,  smart phone repairs,  
mechanic work and other so that 
they will be able to fall back on it 
while waiting for admission or if 
unable to get any available white 
collar jobs.

However, for Mr. Gabriel 
Wapanida Manaseh,  an indigent of 
Adamawa State resident in Jos,  
the Plateau State capital and a 
graduate of Methodist Theology, it 
was a dream come true for him 
having been a trainer and an 
employer of labour in his capacity 
for the past 8 years through shoes 
making.

He said,  “I have heard on several 
occasions that skills acquisition is 
another complementary factor to 
formal education and that, learning 
skills is an added advantage. So, I 
started learning shoes making in 
2009 to 2010 from a friend of mine, 
Mr. Peter Cletus. In fact, I have 
learned different aspects of it (both 
males and females shoes).

“Today,  I am the Chief Executive 
Officer of Kharis Footwears in Jos, 
Nigeria and I make sales of 20 to 30 
shoes in a week with N15,000 to 
N30,000 always realized.  I have 
students who go to school but still 
retire to the workshop to learn 
shoes making.  Among the 14 
students,  three are through with 
their secondary school and are 
awaiting University admission, but 
the rest are still in secondary 
schools.

“The level of patronage is high.  
In fact,  we sometimes are not able 
to meet up with people's demand 
because everybody wears shoes. 
You know, the high and mighty, the 
middle and the lower classes wear 
shoes. It is just that we do not have 
the necessary machines to upgrade 
our productions. Had it been we had 
these machines to move faster, we 
would have gone far by now”, 
Manaseh highlighted.

Some of the challenges he listed,  
include finances and government 
policies because shoes making 
these days has been very 
expensive because of the rise in 
exchange rate of a dollar in the 
world market,  making the prices of 
materials to always be on the 
increase.  "the rising and falling of 
dollars affect shoes making 
because most of the materials we 
use are not manufactured here in 
Nigeria, but imported.

“So,  any time the dollar rises,  
the prices of materials rise too and 
we have found it very difficult to 
convince our customers about the 
new prices of materials and that  we 
need to upgrade in the prices of 
shoes. Of recent, we had to do some 
adjustments in our prices because 
of the change in dollar. We used to 
sell the least shoes for N1,800 and 
N1,900 but right now, we sell one 
for N3,500 and the patronage is still 
high", he disclosed.

The Khiris CEO,  called on 
government and sp i r i t ed 
individuals to support them by 
giving them a level  playing ground 

to compete with other countries of 
the world. Because the same shoes 
produced by these countries lack 
new designs we have in Nigeria, 
hence the need for government to 
stop these brands coming from 
outside for them to boost the 
economy of  the country.

“Access to funding is another 
challenge.  I know sometime 
government announced that there 
was loan scheme through micro 
finance banks, but when we 
applied for it, there was nothing to 
show at the end of the day.  So,  if 
government can make these loans 
accessible to us,  we can invest in 
the business and the payment will 
not be a problem because some of 
us have existing businesses.
"Like in my case,  I have been 

into this business for over eight 
years now.  So,  if I have this loan,  
it will boost this business by buying 
machines that can cut,  sew and 
flatten the shoes and it will go very 
far placing Niger ia in the 
international shoes market. I will 
also employ more hands which will  
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get our youths out of streets.
It really shows that it is high time 

we took this seriously as a nation 
and provide soft loans for those 
with exceptional talents.  This will 
not in small measure sell our 
products and will not only be sold 
here in the country but 
internationally because you need 

to see what these gifted young 
people are doing. A little 
encouragement morally and 
financially will go a long way.    
Judge for yourself some of the 
products made by Mr.  Gabriel 
Wapanida Manaseh.  You can reach 
him through this phone line: 
(08061391858)

METRO-FOCUSMETRO-FOCUS

 ‘International standard is my dream’
By EZEKIEL DONTINNA

These are shoes made by Mr. Gabrial Wapanida Manaseh
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Plateau  State Governor, Rt Hon Simon Bako Lalong, represented by the SGS, Prof. Danladi Abok Atu during the week 
attended the valedictory Court session in honour of late Justice Ladi Agyer Madaki at the High Court Jos

Barr. Rautha Dakok delivering her condolences to the deceased family

Governor Lalong, through Prof. Danladi Abok Atu, SGS delivering his 
condolence message

A cross section of Justices and members of Bar during the event

A cross section of memers of the law profession listening to procession 

High Court Justices at the valedictory session in honour late Justice Ladi 
Agyer Madaki

Barr. Jonathan Mawiyau, Adviser to Governor Lalong on Legal Matters 
speaking at the valedictory session

A cross section of family members of late Justice Ladi Agyer Madaki at the 
event

Justice David Mann, Chief Judge (right) flanked by other Justices presiding 
over the valedictory Court session.

LALONG ATTENDS VALEDICTORY OF LATE JUSTICE LADI MADAKI
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ERSONS below the age of 18 
years are categorized as children Paccording to Unite Nation 

Convention on the Rights of the Child
Child safety
Drivers and cyclists are urged to be 

careful in built-up areas such as 
schools, churches, mosques, markets, 
snack shops, ice cream stalls, parks or 
fruit trees because children are usually 
found in such places. When driving, if 
you see a ball rolling across the road, 
expect a child to coming chasing after 
it; slow down and be ready to stop. 

Safe way to travel with children in 
vehicle:
Provide a safety seat (child 

restraints) fitted into a car for the 
child's use
Ensure that the child is correctly 

placed in the seat. This reduces the 
likelihood of injury or death in the 
event of a crash

Children sitting in a vehicle:
Children less than 12 years or 

persons less than 4 to 5 feet should not 
sit in the front seat. This guarantees 
their safety.
Children less than 12 months old 

must ride in a rear facing car seat fixed 
at the back seat of the vehicle.
Children from ages 1 to 7 should sit 

facing the front of the car in a child's 
seat strapped properly to the back 
seat.
Avoid carrying a child in your lap as it 

may be crushed between your body 
and dashboard in the event of a crash.
Do not allow children to play with the 

handle of the doors or locks. Use child 
lock where available. 
Do not leave children to sit in the 

luggage area of hatchback station 
wagons or vans.
Do not leave the hatchback open 

when a child is sitting at the back seat.
Do not allow children to stick any part 

of their body out of the vehicle.
Do no transport children under 16 at 

the back of a pick-up van. 
Do not carry a child on your lap while 

driving.
Do not kill the child; kill the speed. # 

Use a car seat
What to do when walking with A 

Child:
Walk on the walkway/extreme left 

facing oncoming vehicles
Hold the child on the left while 

positioning yourself in between the 
child and the traffic

REMEMBER: Pedestrians have right 
of way immediately they step on zebra 
crossing

Guides for Children of School Age 
Using the Road:
When crossing the road, use 

pedestrian bridge or zebra crossing 
where available
Walk facing oncoming traffic
Use the walkway where provided
Do not play on the road
While riding bicycle, use the bicycle 

paths where available or ride towards 
the kerb facing oncoming traffic where 
there is no bicycle path
Wear bright-coloured clothing when 

walking at night.
Did you know?
Did you know that it is not safe to lap 

a child in a vehicle?
Did you know that it is unsafe for 

children under 17 years to sit on the 
front passenger seat?
Did you know that the safest way to 

carry a child is to use a child seat that is 
suitable for its weight and size?
Did you know that at a speed of about 

48.3 km/h, an unrestrained child would 
be thrown forward with a force 30 to 60 
times its body weight?
Did you know that such a child would 

be thrown about in the vehicle injuring 
themselves and others?
Did you know that such a child could 

be ejected from the car through one of 
the windows?

On child safety

Michael Agada

ORUM of Independent FMedia Practitioners of 
N i g e r i a  ( F I M N )  h a s  
concluded arrangements to 
honour Mr. Austine Nyama 
a staff of the National 
Assembly, Abuja. 

A statement signed by the 
National Coordinator of the 
Forum, Mr.  Abraham 
Ogwaje said the awards is 
to celebrate the impact of 
Mr. Nyam on the lives of so 
many people across the 
country. 

Nyam,  who  i s  t he  
secretary of  P lateau 
Indigenes Forum in the 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  
(PIFNASS)  contributed a 
lot to the development of 
t h e  f o r um  and  ha s  
impacted on the National 
Assembly in general. 

Ogwaje in the statement 
made available to newsmen 
in Abuja described the 
secretary of  P lateau 

Indigene Forum in the 
National Assembly as a 
quintessential leader 
whose contributions would 
remain indelible in the 
sand of time. 

The statement further 
leads “Mr. Austine Nyam is 
a bastion of knowledge, 
w h o  h a s  i m p a c t e d  
positively on the lives of 
Nigerians. This award is 
also to encourage him into 
m o r e  a c t i o n s ”  h e  
emphasized.  

HE Nigeria Association of TWo m e n  J o u r n a l i s t s  
(NAWOJ) has noted with 
concern, the alarming spikes 
in the cases of physical and 
domestic violence against 
women by their spouses. 

It is particularly worrisome 
to note that in the month of 
August 2022 alone, there were 
three documented cases of 
wife battery that inflicted 
serious physical injuries, 
mental torture, dehumanised 
sanctity and dignity of victims 
by their husbands in the 
country. 

These cases include that of a 
Local Government Transition 
Committee chairman of Nnewi 
North of Anambra State, who 
is being accused of committing 
violence against his wife that  
led to her untimely death. 
Thankfully, the culprit has 
been suspended from office by 
the Anambra State Governor 
and apprehended by the 
police. 

Also of serious concern is an 
alleged case of a man along 
with his side female lover who 
macheted his wife in Rivers 
State but, now cooling off in 
Police net at Elele in Rivers 
State and the most recent 
being the case of a female 

journalist, a mothers of three 
working with the Adamawa 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(ABC) Yola, Nafessah Vandi, 
who was beaten to a point of 
stupor by her estranged 
husband, who inf l icted 
various degree of injuries 
including dislocation of one of 
her hands.

The painful irony reveals 
that the wife beater, one 
Ibrahim Aliyu, a dismissed 
staff of PHCN has not been 
living up to his responsibility 
of fending for his family as he 
totally abdicated such to his 
his wife that turned his victim. 

T h i s  d e h u m a n i s i n g  
development must not be 
condoled and tolerated by any 
sane and civilised society.

It is disheartening to note 
that in spite of the ongoing 
sensitization campaign on 
sexual and gender based 
v i o l e n c e  a s i d e  t h e  
domestication of the VAPP 
laws in many states of Nigeria, 
some brute men are still in the 
habit of beating their wives 
and threating them as slaves 
and  partners by inflicting 
injuries on them.

These cases shall not be 

allowed to slide away. It is 
against this backdrop that the 
Nigeria Association of Women 
Journalists, called on the 
Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) and the Commissioner 
of Police in Adamawa State, 
to fish out the perpetrator of 
this heinous and barbaric act 
against a female Journalist, 
Nafessa and bring him to 
book.

“ A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
association Ibrahim Aliyu 
must be made to face the full 
wrath of the law to serve as 
deterrent to his like minds 
from ever contemplating such 
an unacceptable and criminal 
act.

The fundamental rights and 
dignity of women must be 
upheld and respected by all at 
all times.

No spouse deserves to be 
brutalised and dehumanised 
in the guise of provocation of 
any form or reason.

NAWOJ equally calls on 
Faith based organisations, 
human rights activists as well 
a s  r e l e v a n t  N o n -
Governmental Organisations, 
(NGOs) to rise to the occasion 
and speak out against such 
societal ills in the country.

It should be noted that an 
injury to one is injury to all.

There  can  never  be  
justification for violence 
against a spouse or any 
human being”.

NASS to honor staff

HE Minister of Science, TT e c h n o l o g y  a n d  
Innovation Dr. (Sen). Adeleke 
Olorunnimbe Mamora has 
said that the ministry will put 
in more efforts in reflecting on 
its recent achievements and 
adopt emerging trends in the 
application of Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
(STI) to achieve the Ministry's 
set mandates.

He added that more efforts 
will be made in tackling 
c o m m o n  c h a l l e n g e s  
e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  t h e  
implementat ion of STI 
policies in Nigeria.

Dr. Adeleke made this 
known at the Ministry's one 
day ministerial retreat held 
today in Abuja.

According to the Minister, 
the  repos i t i on ing  and  
strengthening efforts of the 
Ministry in STI will no doubt 
address the problem of 
innovation in its statutory 
responsibility and growth of  
national economy.

He further stated that  
r e c e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
recorded were by the 
thorough and purposeful 
leadership of them ministry 

and immeasurable support by 
President Buhari.

In his words, “These 
achievements were made 
possible without any doubt, as 
a result of purposeful and 
quality leadership style 
p rov ided  by  P res i den t  
Muhammadu Buhari. The 
President demonstrated this 
t h r ough  chang i ng  t h e  
na r ra t i ve s  o f  h i t he r t o  
inadequate funding of the 
m i n i s t r y  t o  i m p r o v e d  
budgetary provisions which 
has resulted in improved 
Research and Development 
(R&D) outputs across the 
ministry and its agencies of 
recent times.”

Speaking at event, the 
Minister of State for Science, 
Technology and Innovation, 
Chief Henry Ikechukwu Ikoh 
sa id  that  the nat ion 's  
leadership cannot fail the 
citizens anymore adding that 
the country expects more 
positive impact from the 
ministry in view of its 
dwindling revenue generation 
and increasing importation 
which is weakening the value 

of Naira.
Chief Ikoh further stated 

that  the country was 
endowed with human and 
material resources and if 
properly harnessed would 
boo s t  s o c i o - e conom i c  
wellbeing of the people and 
Nigeria in general.

In her goodwill address at 
the retreat, the Senate 
Committee Chairman on 
Science, Technology and 
Innovation, Sen. Lillian Uche 
Ekwunife said that her 
committee had contributed 
their quota towards the 
development of STI through 
passage of bills that will boost 
and sustain the cause of STI 
in Nigeria.

The Chairman, House 
Committee on Science 
Research Institute, Hon. 
Olaide Akinremi, called on 
relevant stakeholders in the 
STI ecosystem to ensure R&D 
outputs are commercialized 
for the benefit of the nation.

The Chairman, House 
Committee on Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
Hon. Beni Lar said that more 
legislative efforts would be 
m a d e  t o  e n h a n c e  
development of STI in 
Nigeria.

NAWOJ raises concern on violence 
against women

FROM JIDAUNA YANUNG, 
Abuja

Science ministry to collaborate with AMSU 
on set mandate 

From DORCAS PANKYES, 
Abuja

From DORCAS PANKYES, 
Abuja



Associate Pastor, Church of 
Christ in Nations, (COCIN)  
LCC   Church Nassarawa 
Gwong, Jos Rev. Musa 
Hassan has urged believers 
in Christ to live a transparent 
lifestyles, here on earth.

Hassan stated this during 
the funeral service of Late 
Elder Bulus Dalyop at the 
Church auditorium on Friday, 
adding that it has become 
unfortunate that believers 
are carried away by their 
sinful life, forgetting that 
there is death.

In his sermon, titled "Death 
is Certain, Be Prepared", he 
took his Bible reading from 
the book of Hebrew chapter 9 
verses 27 through 28.

H a s s a n  a d m o n i s h e d  
believers to live a life that 
would bring glory to God 
Almighty, if they want to 
meet with God on the last 
day saying, “Believers must 
always be ready, for death 
would not announced its 
coming.

According to him, "the only 
way to live a transparent life 
in this world is by accepting 
Christ as one’s personal Lord 
and  Sav i ou r  and  be  
committed to the things of 
Christ."

Hassan maintained that 
transparent life is better than 
false life and advised 

believers to stay off  sinful 
life, ethnicity, nepotism and 
tribalism etc, which would 
hinder them from life that 
depicts Christ likeness.

Late Dalyop, until his 
demised, was a staff of 
University of Jos, Head of 
Department of Medical 
Instructional Technology 
Unit,(MITU).

Left to mourn him are his 
aged parents, Da Catechiest 
and Ngo Dalyop, Wife Mrs. 
Mary Bulus Dalyop, 5 
children, many brothers, 
sisters and relatives.

His final interment was 
held at the family compound, 
chairman quarters, opposite 
B/Ladi Club Barkin Ladi Local 
Government Area.
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XECUTIVE Chairman of 

B o k k o s  L o c a l  E
Government Council, Hon. 

Joseph Guluwa joined 

millions of well wishers to 

welcome Chief Joshua 

Dariye home, on his 

release from the Kuje 

Correctional Center, Abuja.
T h e  C h a i r m a n   t o  

appreciated the efforts of 

all those that facilitated 

Chief Dariye’s Presidential 

p a r d o n  w h i c h  w a s  

approved and ratified by 

the Council of State  

headed by President 

Muhammadu Buhari.Hon. 

G u l u w a  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

commended  the Executive 

Governor of Plateau State 

and Chairman , Northern 

Governors Forum, Rt. Hon. 

Barrister Simon Bako 

Lalong  for his efforts and 

all Traditional and Religious 

leaders in the state who 

stood in the gap praying 

and making consultations 

to see that Chief Dariye 

regained his freedom.
“As His Excellency, Senator, 

Ch ie f  Joshua  Dar iye  

reunites with his family and 

well wishers, it is our 

earnest desire that he will 

not be tired  dipping from 

his fountain of knowledge 

and experience to add to 

the development of  

Bokkos LGA, Plateau State 

and Nigeria at Large.
*"Only to those who have 

been in prison does 

freedom have such great 

meaning”

Guluwa expresses joy over 
Dariye releaseCOCIN LCC Nassarawa Gwong 

loses former elder

EMBER Representing Jos MNorth North in the Plateau 
State House of Assembly 
Ibrahim Baba Hassan has 
commenced engagement with 
key stakeholders in Jos North 
Local Government Area to 
f a s h i o n  o u t  w a y s  f o r   
understanding the  economic 
benefits of  rebuilding  the Jos 
Main Market to be financed by 
Jaiz Bank.

Baba Hassan explained that, 
though   Jaiz Bank is owned by 
an Islamic body, the bank has 
no religious or sentiment 
embedded whatsoever in its 
operation.

He explained that among the 
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
approached, Jaiz Bank provided 
the best option   with no 
interest on its funding of over 
Nine Billion as against over 
Eighteen Billion Naira quoted by 
other institutions.

The engagement was, a 
continuation of the directives 
fto all members of the House of 
Assembly to engage and 
enlighten relevant stakeholders 
in their respective local 
government areas, which was 
held at Jos North council 
Chairman's office.

Governor Simon Lalong had 
during an enlarged Town Hall 
meeting with stakeholders in 
the state advised all members 
of the State House of Assembly 
to engage their various 

constituents on the economic 
benefits of rebuilding the Jos 
Main Market in collaboration 
with Jaiz Bank. 

Member Representing Jos 
North North in the Plateau State 
House of Assembly, Ibrahim 
Baba Hassan invited key 
representatives of various 
groups which included some 
C o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s ,  
Development Associations, the 
Y o u t h s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
representatives of each tribe in 
the Area.

He  noted that the meeting 

shall continue with different 

groups to enable  citizens 

understand the content of the 

planned Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with Jaiz 

Bank. 
The Jos North representative 

noted that the market when 

built will be allocated to 

interested groups through the 

17 Local Governments
Hon Baba Hassan, who 

acknowledged the outcry of 

citizens  said that the planned 

M e m o r a n d u m  O f  

Understanding will be clear and 

explicit in it's terms and 

condit ions, stat ing that 

Governor Simon Lalong meant 

well for Plateau and has no 

plans  to mortgage the future 

of the state as it is being 

speculated in some quarters.
Contributing, Chairman of 

Jos North Local Government 

Shehu Bala Usman called on  

Stakeholders  to step down the 

engagement to the grassroots 

and promised to give a 

l i s t e n i n g  e a r  t o  a l l   

stakeholders who would 

contribute their quota towards 

the rebuilding of the market.
I n  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  

contributions, stakeholders 

appreciated the steps  taken by 

the government towards 

rebuilding the Jos Main Market 

but queried  lack of earlier 

engagements that would have 

prevented negative responses 

to the good initiative.
They promised to take the 

messages down to their 

people.

Hassan commences  engagement
 with citizens  on Jos Main Market project 

EMBER representing Jos MN o r t h  - W e s t  
Constituency in the Plateau 
State House of Assembly, 
Hon. Esther Simi Dusu has 
met with some organizations 
and Community Development 
associations over the state 
Government's plan to rebuild 
the Jos Main Market in 
collaboration with Jaiz Bank.

Towards has this end, the  
lawmaker parleyed  with the 
leadership of the Christian 
Associat ion of Nigeria, 
Jama'atul Nasril Islam JNI, 
Plateau Youth Council , Jos 
Nor th  Chapter,  Berom 
Educational and Cultural 
Organization, BECO, Jos 
N o r t h ,  A f i z e r e  Yo u t h  
Movement, Civil Society and 
Development Associations to 
aggregate the opinion of her 
c o n s t i t u e n t s  o n   
government’s intention to 
resuscitate the project.

W h i l e  a d d r e s s i n g  

stakeholders in company of 
the Executive Chairman of Jos 
North Local Government 
Council, Shehu Bala Usman, 
Dusu noted that as  people's 
representative, it is incumbent 
to intimate her constituents by 
giving them the Rescue 
Administration's position on 
the terms and conditions as 
enshrined in the Memorandum 
of Understanding yet to be 
signed between the state 
government and Jaiz Bank.

S h e  a p p e a l e d  t o   
s takeho lders  to  f ree ly  
ventilate their thoughts on the 
matter which she said will in 
turn be presented to the 
House of Assembly for onward 
submission to Governor 
Simon Lalong.

The Executive Chairman of 
Jos North Local Government 
Council Shehu Bala Usman in 
his submission, explained the 
economic benefits of the 
contract.

Usman noted that Jaiz Bank 
provided the best terms 
among financial institutions 
that bided for the project.

He noted that the market if 
rebuilt, will be overseen by the 
Jos Main Market Authority 
stressing the Bank will only 
recoup her money through the 
authority of the market.

On the issue of Forty years 
duration for the bank to get 
back its funds, the Chairman 
took time to explain that the 
duration was a deliberate plan 
to give the common man in 
the rural area an opportunity 
to own and control a shop 
where the rent will be spread 
and paid without stress.

The Jos North Council boss 
appealed to citizens to 
understand the position of 
government which was aimed 
at reviving the economic 
fortunes of the state thereby 
boosting its revenue base.

Stakeholders at the meeting 
welcomed the initiative of 
government to rebuild the Jos 
Main Market but where quick 
to observe that it must 
e m b a r k  o n  t h o r o u g h  
consultations with citizens for 
their buy in.

Lawmaker engages constituents on  plans 
to rebuild Jos Main Market 

RIPARTITE Union of Jos North 
Local Government Council has T

expressed grat i tude to the 
Association of Heads of Local 
Government Administration of 
Nigeria for the choice of the Director 
of the Personnel Management of the 
Jos North, Samuel Laksing as its 
National Treasurer.

While congratulating Samuel 
Laksing for emerging victorious at 
the National Convention of the 
Association of Heads of Local 
Governments of Nigeria, the Nigeria 
Union of Local Government 
Employees NULGE Chairman Jos 
North Local Government Council 
Comrade Kish Kida noted that With 
the emergerce of Laksing as National 
Treasurer of the body, it will  give 
hope to the third tier of government 
workers in the country.

The Chairman Nigeria Union of 
Local Government Employees Jos 

North Chapter and that of the 
Medical and health Union Peter Pam 
Davou were proud of the DPM Jos 
North Samuel Laksing for bringing 
glory to the Local Government 
prayed  God to see them through in 
their tenure.”

They assured him of their 
unflinching support and cooperation 
to enable him succeed in his quest of 
rebranding the Local Government 
Administration in Nigeria. 

Other stakeholders who spoke 
described Mr Samuel Laksing as a 
seasoned administrator with sterling 
leadership prowess whose position 
as National Treasurer of the Parent 
body of Head of Local Government 
Administration of Nigeria would help 
in reviving the Local government 
system in the country.

Reacting over the development, 
t he  D i r e c to r  o f  Pe r sonne l  
Management Mr Samuel Laksing 

appreciated the stakeholders of Jos 
North Local Government for their 
love, loyalty and trust in identifying 
with him after he returned from the 
National convention and emerged as 
National Treasurer of the body.

He pledged to contribute his quota 
especially in the area of having one 
scheme of service for local 
government workers in the country.

The DPM maintained that as 
National Treasurer, he will rally round 
his colleagues to galvanize the local 
government system in the country to 
make more effective and viable.

He noted that his administration 
will prioritize welfare and well-being 
of Jos North Local Government 
Council as panacea to boost staff 
moral to be more productive in the 
d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e i r  c i v i c  
responsibilities.

He praised the gallantry and 
resilience of staff and promise them 
better days ahead.

Jos North union joyful over DPM  as national treaurer

Late Dalyop

Shehu

Dusu

Guluwa

By HOSEA NYAMLONG
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TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

EURO 2020: 

he Chairman of the 
N F F  E l e c t o r a l  
Committee 2022, T

Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
Aikhunegbe Anthony Malik 
has declared that himself 
and his team are ready to 
accomplish the task at 
hand with utmost integrity 
and credibility, saying 
transparency and diligence 
will be their watchwords.

Speaking on Friday (a day 
after the Congress of Nigeria 
Football constituted the NFF 
Electoral Committee and NFF 
Election Appeals Committee at 
its Annual General Assembly 
in Lagos), the Senior Advocate 
assured that the business of 
giving Nigeria a new NFF 
Executive Committee will be 
done without fear or favour, 
and within the 42 –day time-
span.

A native of Edo State, Senior 
Advocate Malik was born and 
brought up in Ibadan, where 
he had his primary and 
secondary education, and 
attended the University of 
Ibadan and the Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. 
He has a master's degree in 
law and certif icates in 
international criminal justice 
and administration as well as 
public prosecution.

A former special assistant to 
the Attorney-General of the 
Federation and Minister of 
Justice, Malik was the best 
graduating student in library, 
archival and information 
studies at the University of 
Ibadan in 1993.

thAt its 77  Annual General 
Assembly on Thursday, the 
NFF Congress set aside the 
provisions of the NFF Statutes 
2010 and the NFF Electoral 
Code 2009 that provide for a 

certain duration between the 
time of constitution of the 
Electoral Committee and the 
conduct of elections. This 
enabled the Congress to set up 
both the Electoral Committee 
and the Election Appeals 
Committee with a mandate for 

th
the conduct of elections on 30  
September 2022 in Benin City.

Meanwhile, former Gombe 
United FC Chairman, Alhaji 
Shuaibu Gara Gombe has 
disclosed why he is yet to 
declare interest to contest for 
t h e  N i g e r i a  F o o t b a l l  
Federation, NFF Presidential 
e l e c t i o n .
Bestchoicesports.com.ng can 
report.

The election into the NFF 
Executive Committee Board as 
well as President of the 
federation wil l  hold on 
September 30, 2022

And while several other 
individuals including ex 
Internationals have declared 
their intentions to contest for 
the position of president, the 
former Senior Special Adviser 
to Kano State Governor said he 
is buying his time and will take 
the right and appropriate 
decision when the situation is 
ripe.

Speaking in a 4.12 minutes 
voice note he shared on social 
media on Friday, Alhaji Gara 
Gombe who is the consultant 
to Avadas Football Club and 
Academy in Morocco, noted 
that he would study the 
electoral situation and thanked 
stakeholders who have 
continued to mount pressure 
on him to declare for the 
position

“Distinguished stakeholders 
in Nigeria football affairs. I 
would like to transmit this 

short audio in response to 
stories and news from 
different sources and different 
s takeho lders  regard ing  
whether or not I will be 
contesting the upcoming 

elections into the Executive 
Committee of Nigeria Football 
Association (Federation) 
particularly the office the 
president.

“I feel highly honoured and 
privileged for the calls, 
responses, messages both 
p r i va t e l y  a nd  o pen l y  
including from people that I 
d o n ' t  e v e n  k n o w ,  
encouraging me to come into 
the race to contest the 
elections. No doubt, our 
football administration needs 
a total overhaul.“However, 
currently I am weighing the 
options, even though I do not 
want to go into a competition 
where the rules are not 
known to me. As you are all 
aware, the guidelines for the 
elections are not yet out, so I 
don't see the rush in declaring 
interest now.

“ T h o u g h ,  t h e r e  a r e  
stakeholders who hold the 
school of thought that there is 
nothing wrong in declaring 
while waiting for the rules. In 
as much as I agree with that 
school of thought, at the 
same time, I will like to 
appeal and thank all for the 
sustained interest in urging 
me to contest. I will make my 
position known shortly. And I 
will make it very clear in a 
short while.

“In the meantime, I thank 
you so much for all the 
messages. I was really 
overwhelmed.  I  never  
expected it. I didn't know that 
people have been following all 
that I have been saying and 

doing.
“But I don't want to believe 

that I am the only one that can 
solve the problems. We need all 
of us to unite and appreciate all 
others who have shown 
interest to contest. They 
personally called and informed 
me. By the time I am ready, I 
will do the same. Thank you 
and God bless Nigeria football

T h e  N i g e r i a  Fo o t b a l l  
Federation on Thursday set up 
E l e c t o r a l  a n d  A p p e a l s  
Committees for the election 
slated to hold in Benin City, Edo 
State on September 30, 2022.

In another development, the 
Federal Government has set up 
a 12-man Committee to work 
towards  the  success fu l  
Production and Second Launch 
of the Sports Book of Record, 
with a view to documenting 
athletes' achievements for 
posterity.

The Honourable Minister of 
Y o u t h  a n d  S p o r t s  
Development, Mr Sunday Dare 
wh i l e  inaugura t ing  the  
Committee today in his office in 
Abuja, called on them to work 
assiduously towards ensuring 
the production and launch of a 
one-stop shop document for 
the country's sportsmen and 
women as well as their 
achievements, both past and 
present.

This he said, is to ensure that 
the sacrifices and patriotic zeal 
of the athletes are written in 
g o l d  a n d  d o c u m e n t e d  
accordingly.

R e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  
M i n i s t r y ' s  P e r m a n e n t  

Secretary, Alhaji Ismaila 
Abubakar, Dare charged the 
Committee to be proactive and 
approach the assignment with 
utmost responsibility and 
patriotism, also urging them 
to bring their wealth of 
experience to bear in ensuring 
a successful production and 
launching of the Record Book.

According to him, the Sports 
B o o k  o f  Re c o r d  i s  a  
Compendium chronicling the 
achievements of Nigeria's 
sportsmen and women over 
the years. “It is expected to 
serve as a reference research 
material for the athletes and 
younger generation”, he said.

Dare  h igh l ighted  the  
Commi t t ee ' s  t e rms  o f  
reference among others to 
include, putting in place all 
necessary logistics for a 
s u c c e s s f u l  l a u n c h i n g ;  
identifying prominent Nigerian 
sports stakeholders and 
organisations that will sponsor 
the Book and suggesting 
names of sportsmen and 
women to receive meritorious 
awards at the launch.

Responding, the Chairman 
of the Committee and Director, 
Planning, Research and 
Statistics, (PRS) of the Federal 
Ministry of Youth and Sports 
Development, Ms Victoria 
Agbo, thanked the leadership 
of the Ministry for the 
opportunity granted to them 
to serve in this capacity and 
pledged the Committee's 
commitment to the successful 
production and launching of 
the Record Book.

m e e t i n g  a n d  m a k e  
recommendations on the 
way forward for the Senior 
Women National Team, 
Super Falcons, including 
but not limited to a 
thorough evaluation of the 
capability of the coaching 
crew to lead the team to a 

creditable performance at 
the FIFA World Cup finals 
in Australia and New 
Zealand next year.

The Falcons finished 
four th  a t  the  l as t  
WAFCON tournament in 
Morocco and lost three 
matches in six games.

of Delegation of Nigeria 
team to the 12th Women 
Africa Cup of Nations in 
Morocco,  Ms. Aisha 
Falode, the Executive 
Committee directed its 
T e c h n i c a l  a n d  
D e v e l o p m e n t  S u b -
Committee to hold a 

he Nigeria Football TFederation (NFF) may 
replace Super Falcons 
coach, Randy Waldrum 
following the team not-
too-good performance at 
the just-concluded African 
Women Nations Cup in 
Morocco. The United 
States tactician led the 
n i n e - t i m e  A f r i c a n  
champions to a fourth 
finish at the 2022 African 
Women Nations Cup.

The coach will only 
escape being axed if the 
N F F  Te c h n i c a l  a n d  
D e v e l o p m e n t  S u b -
C o m m i t t e e  a f t e r  
evaluation are convinced 
that his technical abilities 
can take Nigeria far at the 
FIFA Women World Cup 
next year.

I n  a  c o m m u n i q u e  
released after NFF 77th 
Annual General Assembly 
in Lagos on Thursday and 
made available to BSN 
Sports which reads; 
"Following a detailed 
presentation by the Head 

FIFA Women's World Cup:
 Randy Waldrum faces sack

Waldrum

We're ready for the task at hand 
- Chairman, NFF Electoral Committee

Dare
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