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Kojo suggested that for 
the issue to be resolved, 
ASUU and the education 
ministry should engage 
global monetary agencies 
to access funding or better 
still, the education sector 
should be privatised for 

community leaders from the 

United Nations, Sustainable 

Energy for All, The World 

Bank, African Development 

Bank, IRENA, The Rockefeller 

Foundation and the Global 

Energy Alliance for People and 

Planet.

clinical student in the 
Un ivers i ty  o f  Abuja  
(UNIABUJA), said that 
ASUU strike has become a 
regular occurrence for 
many years for public 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  w i t h  
prolonged academic years 
as the obvious effect. 

the long stay at home had 
inflicted permanent injury 
on them and damage to the 
education system. 

They made the appeal in 
separate interviews with 
the News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) in Abuja on Monday. 

Ms Philemon Kojo, a 

Partnership (PPP) to 
fund the university 
system. 

The students,  who 
recounted losses caused by 
the six months strike by 
ASUU,  cont inued  to  
express serious concerned 
about the situation, saying 

OME s tudents  
have appealed to St h e  F e d e r a l  

G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  
Academic Staff Union of 
Universities (ASUU) to 
r e s o l v e  t h e i r  
differences, as they 
suggest Public-Private 

Energy for All, The Rockefeller 
Foundation and the Global 
Energy Alliance for People 
and Planet.

The launch will also feature 

remarks from prominent 

of f ic ia ls  f rom Niger ia,  

Rwanda, Egypt and Senegal 

as well as international 

energy transition plan in 
Abuja.

The Energy Transition Plan 
will also map out strategies for 
Nigeria to provide enough 
energy to the power industry 
and other productive uses.

The Energy Transition Plan 
is supported by Sustainable 

energy system by 2060.
According to a statement 

signed by the Director of 
Communications, Sustainable 
Energy for All (SEforAll), 
She r ry  Kennedy,  V i ce  
President, Yemi Osinbajo, 
SAN ,  w i l l  l e ad  o t he r  
stakeholders to launch the 

h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
In format ion and TCulture, Alhaji Lai 

Mohammed has said that 
f a k e  n e w s  a n d  
m i s i n f o rma t i on  have  
exacerbated insecurity and 
created apprehension 
among citizens.

The Minister said this  
yesterday at the Citizens 
Summit  fo r  Nat iona l  
Integration, Peace and 
Security, organised by the 
Nigerian Institute of Public 
Relations.

He said terrorists and 
bandits are not spirits, but 
human beings who reside in 
communities. He added 
that they must all be 
exposed and crushed for 
peace to reign.

He said, “this crisis of 
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Osinbajo launches Energy Transition Plan
he Federal Government of TNigeria(FGN) will on 

today, August 24, 2022, 
launch its Energy Transition 
Plan(NETP) tailored to guide 
the country towards the twin 
objectives of achieving 
universal access to energy by 
2030 and a carbon-neutral 

Fake news 
fueling 

insecurity 
-Lai Mohammed

Why I 
want to 

kill Dogara 
-Suspect Member’s assault: NAWOJ demands ex-husband arrest, prosecution
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THE National Pension 

Commission has vowed to 

take action against relatives, 

workers and retirees who 

fake deaths of contributors to 

the Contributory Pension 

Scheme in order the get the 

benefits entitled to deceased 

persons.
To ensure that a worker is 

truly dead apart from other 

means of  ver i f icat ion, 

PenCom has also asked the 

banks to close the accounts of 

reported dead persons so 

that they would not be able to 

operate bank accounts again 

in the country.
The pension industry's 

regulator decided on this 

move due to growing 

incidences of fake deaths 

being organised to get out the 

balances in the Retirement 

Savings Accounts of reported 

dead workers.
The Head, Benefits & 

Insurance Department, 

PenCom, Obiora Ibeziako, 

disclosed this while speaking 

o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

retirement benefits and 

efforts to safeguard the 

pensions of workers.
He said, “Nigerians have 

been dying and resurrecting. 

If you send us a notification 

that you are dead, we will 

make sure that your bank 

blocks your account also.
“We have seen people fake 

their own deaths; we have 

seen spouses fake the deaths 

of their partners when the 

PFAs start the due process.
“In fact, in a particular case, 

they were processing a man's 

death benefit and he walked 

in and everybody picked up. 

The wife had actual ly 

p r o c u r e d  o b i t u a r y  

announcement, everything 

that required to be done 

without the man knowing.”
He added that, “There was a 

particular case, we called the 

man and he said yes, he 

arranged his death that he 

needed the money.
“So, the PFAs shall seek the 

commission's approval to get 

the legal beneficiaries and the 

available balance in the 

deceased RSA account. For 

any deceased RSA account, 

the PFA must send the 

request to the commission for 

approval.”
PenCom had earlier said in 

c i r c u l a r  t h a t ,  “ T h e  

commission has received 

series of complaints from 

retirees, who alleged that 

their PFAs have wrongfully 

paid their benefits to their 

next of kins or legal 

beneficiaries, while they are 

still alive and in active service 

without their consent.
“Following these complaints 

and reports by the PFAs, it 

has become imperative to 

issue additional measures to 

curb these complaints and 

strengthen the processes and 

practices of processing and 

payment of death benefits.”
PenCom ordered the PFAs to 

contact the employer of the 

deceased for verification and 

confirmation of death of 

employees.
The pension regulator 

ordered the PFAs to ensure 

due diligence and conduct 

search at the probate registry 

of the issuing authority to 

confirm the genuineness of 

the documents as well as the 

verification of the information 

of the named administrator 

and sureties.

Why I stoned my two kids to death

O P E R AT I V E S  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  D r u g  L a w  
E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y  
(NDLEA) has apprehended a 
63-year-old grandfather, 
Afolabi Abideen Kolawole, for 
allegedly shipping illicit 
substances to his daughter in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE).

NDLEA spokesman, Femi 
Babafemi, in a statement on 
Sunday said Afolabi was 
behind an intercepted drug 
exhibit going to Dubai.

Afolabi's consignment had 
earlier been intercepted on 
the 4th of August, he was 
however, arrested in Ibadan, 
Oyo state on Thursday 18th 
August after more than four 
sets of arrests eventually 
unraveled him.

The 63-year-old confessed 
that he was responsible for 
the packaging of cannabis 
inside the black native soap 
u s e d  a s  m o d e  o f  
concealment.

According to Babafemi, 
while Abibu was still being 
interviewed in custody, a 
37.1kg consignment of Loud 
intercepted on July 7, 2022, 
was also traced to him.

Meanwhile, over 2.3million 
t a b l e t s  o f  i l l i c i t  
pharmaceutical opioids and 
o t h e r  p s y c h o a c t i v e  
substances meant for  
d i s t r i bu t i on  i n  seven  
Northern states of Borno, 
Kano, Kaduna, Sokoto, 
Zamfa ra ,  Gombe  and  
Na sa rawa  have  been  
intercepted by operatives of 
the National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency, NDLEA 
in series of interdiction 
operations in the past week.

In all, a total of Two Million 
Three Hundred and Twenty 
Five Thousand Five Hundred 
and Fifty Three (2, 325, 
553.00) tablets and capsules 
of Tramadol, Pregabalin, 
Hypnox, Diazepam and Exol-
5 including 7, 353 bottles of a 

new psychoactive substance 
locally called Akuskura meant 
for the seven states were 
seized from locations across 
Kaduna, Kogi, Sokoto, and 
the FCT.

In Kaduna, a drug dealer 
Umar Sanusi, was arrested 
on Friday 12th August during 
a follow up operation in Kano 
and brought back to Kaduna 
where his consignment of 50 
cartons of pregabalin 300mg, 
containing 750,000 capsules, 
weighing 375kgs earlier 
seized along Abuja-Kaduna 
expressway was counted and 
weighed in his presence.

Same day, operatives also 
intercepted along Abuja-
Kaduna express road 7,068 
bottles of a new dangerous 
substance of abuse called 
Akuskura meant for Kaduna, 
Zamfara, Gombe, Kano and 
Borno.

The recipients in Kaduna 
and Zamfara have been 
arrested during follow up 
operations. The following 
day, Saturday 13th August, 
285 bottles of the NPS were 
recovered from a dealer, 
Abubakar Ahmad, along the 
same highway.

In Kogi, no fewer than 
696,000 tablets of Tramadol 
and Exol-5 among others 
loaded into a truck at 
Onitsha, Anambra state and 
heading to Maiduguri, Borno 
state, were seized along 
Okene-Abuja expressway on 
Friday 19th Aug, while NDLEA 
operatives also recovered 
300,000 tablets of Diazepam 
from a suspect, Faruku Bello, 
30, in Sokoto State on 
Wednesday 17th Aug.

Anti-narcotic officers of the 
Agency in Abuja FCT equally 
at the weekend intercepted a 
bus loaded with 323, 200 
tablets of Tramadol 225mg 
and others at Onitsha, 
Anambra state heading to 
Nasarawa state. Driver of the 

vehicle, Osita Nwobodo, 45, 
who made fruitless bids to 
compromise the operatives is 
now in custody.

A major importer of Loud 
variant of cannabis from the 
United States, Abibu Afis 
Sola and a 63-year-old 
grandfather who ships illicit 
substances to his daughter in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 
UAE are among those 
a r r e s t e d  b y  N D L E A  
operatives at the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport, MMIA, Ikeja Lagos.

Abibu was arrested in 
connection with a 19.30kg 
Colorado consignment from 
Los Angeles, USA, which was 
intercepted on 30th June at 
the NAHCO cargo import 
shed of the Lagos airport. 
While Abibu was still being 
interviewed in custody, a 
37.1kg consignment of Loud 
intercepted on 7th July was 
also traced to him.

Meanwhile, a freight agent, 
Miss Njoko Elizabeth, 37, has 
been arrested for attempting 
to export 250grams of 
Tramadol and cannabis to 
Dubai through the NAHCO 
export shed. The drug 

exhibits were concealed 
inside some gallons of palm 
oil and honey, which were 
packed among food items 
and hair attachment.

An Italy-bound passenger, 
Oziengbe Ehighalua Andrew, 
55, was on Friday 19th Aug 
arrested with 600grams of 
Tramadol 200mg while 
attempting to board Royal 
Air Maroc flight to Italy, via 
Casablanca.

In the same vein, seven 
cartons of khat leaf with a 
total weight of 295kg have 
been seized at the NAHCO 
import shed of the Lagos 
airport. The consignment 
came into Nigeria from 
Tanzania through Cairo on 
Egypt Air.

O p e r a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
Directorate of Operation and 
General  Invest igat ion,  
DOGI, in NDLEA attached to 
c o u r i e r  f i r m s  h a v e  
intercepted 11.36kg heroin 
and cannabis packaged for 
UAE, Netherlands and Omar. 
The drugs were concealed in 
dictionary, fancy light and 
body cream

In Niger state, 139 bags 
and 176 compressed blocks 

of cannabis loaded in Ogere, 
Ogun state and heading to 
Zaria, Kaduna state were 
seized by NDLEA operatives 
along Abuja-Kaduna road, 
Suleja from a company 
vehicle while the driver, Sani 
Mohammed, 44, and his 
a s s i s t a n t ,  A b u b a k a r  
A b u b a k a r,  3 0 ,  w e r e  
arrested.

Raids carried out in Akala, 
Mushin area of Lagos also 
led to the arrest of Pelumi 
Goodness and Ola Funke 
while over 1,171.75kg 
cannabis and 29 litres of 
c o d e i n e  s y r u p  w e r e  
recovered.

Chairman/Chief Executive 
of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. 
Mohamed Buba Marwa 
(Retd) commended the 
officers and men of the 
MMIA,  Kaduna,  Kog i ,  
Sokoto, and FCT Commands 
as well as DOGI for the 
arrests and seizures. He 
urged them and their 
compatriots across the 
country to intensify their 
drug supply reduction and 
drug demand reduction 
efforts.

Illicit drugs: NDLEA arrests 63 yr- old

A 25-year-old man known 
as Elisha Tari, has disclosed 
why he stoned his two 
children to death in his 
home.
Recall that the Adamawa 

State Police Command 
arrested Elisha for stoning 
two of his children, aged 3 
and 5 years old, to death.
While being paraded on 

Monday,  the  suspec t  
confessed that he has a 
psychological problem and 
was once tied in chains some 
time ago.
“I smoke Indian hemp, 

drink alcohol, and inhale 
snuff. I don't take tramadol 
or any other hard drugs,” he 

said.
Tari explained that an 

attempt to bring his wife and 
the mother of the deceased 
children, who left her 
matrimonial home for two 
months, proved abortive.
On that fateful day, he said 

the deceased children 
approached him while he 
was cooking and he asked 
them “When is our mother 
returning back home?”
He said that he also asked 

them to say “God” but 
instead, they said “fire, and 
kept saying fire, fire, instead 
of God.”
According to him, this 

infuriated him and led him 
to pick stones to hit the 
children.
“I became irritated and 

provoked by their action as 
a result which I picked up 
stones and hit them on their 
heads to death,” Tari added.

I, formerly known as MUSA 
AROMA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as HARUNA 
Y E R I M A .   A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

HARUNA

CHANGE OF NAME

 THE attention of the 
Comptroller General of 
Immigration Isah Jere Idris 
has been drawn to some 
reports  announc ing a 
recruitment exercise into the 
Service. In some of the 
reports, unsuspecting job 
seekers are required to visit 
a certain portal to apply and 
later be directed to a link 
where they would be 
expected to make some 
payments.

These reports including the 
portal are NOT only false but 
are also calculated ploys to 
d e c e i ve  and  de f raud  
unsuspecting job seekers 
into parting away with their 
hard-earned resources. The 
Service is currently NOT 
conducting any recruitment 
exercise and therefore 
members of the public are by 
this notice, enjoined to 
ignore such publications to 
avoid falling into the antics of 
job scammers.

The Comptroller General 
hereby restates that the 
Service has always used all 
the conventional as well as 
its verified social media 
platforms including the 
website to announce any 
recruitment exercise and 

that in such exercises, 
members of the public are 
NEVER required to make any 
payments whatsoever.
4. He therefore, wishes to 
use this medium to call on 
the public to completely 
ignore such spur ious 
publications of recruitment 
exercise into the Service to 

avoid being defrauded by 
unscrupulous and deceitful 
elements out there. He 
assures that deliberate 
efforts are being made to get 
at  those behind such 
fraudulent recrui tment 
activities with a view to 
bringing them before the law.

 – Father

Oni

We aren’t recruiting 
Immigration Service raises alarm

Idris
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SPEAKER, Plateau State 
House of Assembly (PLHA) 
Rt. Hon. Yakubu Yackson 
Sanda has described the 
former governor of the 
state, Senator Joshua Chibi 
Dariye as a bridge builder 
and epitome of humility.

He stated this recently, 
when he led members of the 
state assembly on a 
solidarity visit to the 
Maitama, Abuja residence of 
Dariye as a mark of respect, 
honour and appreciation to 
God for his release.

Sanda noted that as 
representatives of Plateau 
people, their visit was to 
express the joy and prayers 
of their constituents over 
the release of the elder 
s t a t e sman ,  who  ha s  
contributed immensely to 
the unity, peace and 
development of the state.

Dariye who was visibly 
emot iona l ,  expressed  
delight over the visit by 
members of the Plateau 
State legislature, adding 
that the visit had further 
s t r e n g t h e n e d  h i m ,  
especially seeing the unity 
and brotherly love existing 
among them.

While admonishing them 
to keep aside their political 
differences and work for the 
p e a c e ,  u n i t y  a n d  
development of the state, he 
stated that his stay in prison 
has given him an insight to 
the other side of life.

H e  a l s o  u s e d  t h e  
opportunity to express his 
gratitude and appreciation 
to the good people of 

Plateau and other well 
meaning Nigerians for their 
support and prayers, which he 
said led to his release while 
promising to offer his advise 
and wealth of experience 
whenever he was called upon.

Meanwhile, the speaker and 
his entourage were also at the 
Wuse 11 residence of the 
Minister of Women Affairs, 
Dame Pauline Tallen to 
condole and commiserate with 
her over her ill health and 
demise of her elder brother.

The minister who was in 
company of the Senator 
representing Plateau South 
Senatorial District, Dame 
Nora Dadu'ut thanked the 
delegation for the kind 
gesture saying that she was 
i n d e e d  h o n o u r e d  a n d  
humbled.

The round of visits also took 

the PLHA members to the 
Maitama residence of the 
Deputy Speaker House of 
Representatives, Rt. Hon. 
Ahmed Idr i s  Wase to  
commiserate with him over 
the demise of his sister, 
Sanda prayed God to grant 
the departed soul peace, 
while urging the family to 
accept the death as the will of 
God. 

Responding, the deputy 
speaker who was full of 
gratitude for the visit 
described it as reassuring and 
comforting, and encouraged 
the  lawmakers to work as a 
team for the benefit of their 
c o n s t i t u e n t s  a n d  
development of Plateau, 
noting that no individual or 
group interest should be 
greater than that of the state.

‘Dariye: Epitome of humility, 
bridge builder’

By PAULINE DALLONG

Kaduna Assembly denies plan to 
impeach el-Rufai

THE Speaker of Kaduna 
State House of Assembly, 
Yusuf Zailani, on Sunday, 
denied a rumour making the 
rounds that the state's 
lawmakers are planning to 
impeach the governor of the 
state, Nasir El-Rufai.

Mr Zailani's media aide, 
Ibrahim Danfulani, in a 
statement, said the rumour 
was “fictitious and handiwork 
of the opposition”.

The statement referenced 
an unnamed media outlet, 
which reported that the state's 
lawmakers are making moves 
to impeach the governor over 
alleged corruption.

“The attention of the 
Speaker of Kaduna State 
House of Assembly has been 
drawn to the report of 
purported impeachment move 
against Governor Nasir El-
Ru f a i  ove r  c o r r up t i on  
allegations circulating on 

social
media  platforms.
“ T h i s  i s  s i m p l y  t h e  

handiwork of opposition and 
enemies of progress of the 
relationship between the 
legislative arm of government 
and the executive under the 
able leadership of Malam Nasir 
El-Rufai, apparently creating 
crises between the legislative 
and the executive and into the 
good people of Kaduna State 
the dividends of democracy 
they are benefitting courtesy 
o f  t h e  g o o d  w o r k i n g  
relationship between the 
executive and the legislative, 
the statement said.

“The report also said the 
relationship between the 
governor and the Speaker of 
the Kaduna State House of 
Assembly, Rt. Honourable 
Yusuf Zailani has been frosty 
for quite some time now and is 
also nothing but the figment of 
the imagination of the writer 

and perhaps their sponsors, it 
added.

Mr Danfulani said: “It is also 
untrue that  the state 
lawmakers are currently 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
expenditures of all the 
Ministries, Agencies and 
Parastatals of the state 
government.

“I, therefore, wish to state 
categorically that the entire 
r e p o r t  i s  m a l i c i o u s l y  
concocted to misinform the 
general public and should be 
disregarded in its entirety.

“Meanwhile, the origin of the 
purported report will be 
thoroughly investigated with 
the view to bringing the 
perpetrators and their  
sponsors to book to serve as a 
deterrent to others.

 “Let it however be noted 
that the relationship between 
the legislature and Executive 
is cordial and it is expected 
not only to remain so but be 
i m p r o v e d  u p o n ,  t h e  
statement said.

Unfair for North to have party presidential 
candidate, chairman’

WALID Jibrin, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees (BoT) of 
the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), says it's unfair for the 
party's presidential candidate 
and national chairman to hail 
from the same region. 

Jibrin said this on Sunday 
when he featured on Sunday 
Politics, a programme on 
Channels Television.

A t i k u  A b u b a k a r ,  
presidential candidate of the 
PDP, Iyorchia Ayu, the party's 
national chairman, and 
Jibrin, the BoT chairman, are 
all from the north.

Jibrin said the national 
caucus, BoT and the National 

Executive Committee(NEC) 
of the party are yet to 
schedule their meetings 
because they are awaiting the 
recommendation of the 
committees set up to 
reconcile the aggrieved 
members.

 “To tell the truth, it will not 
be fair for the president of 
Nigeria to be from the north, 
the chairman of the party 
from the north and the BoT 
chairman from the north,” he 
said.

“By next week we will get 
the report. And when we find 
out that somebody is wrong 
in what has happened we will 
come up openly to tell the 

party that it is wrong. 
Whatever we can do, we will 
do it in the interest of the party 
to make the party remain as 
PDP.

Jibrin said if necessary, he 
will give up his position as the 
BoT chairman for peace to 
reign in the party.

The opposition party has 
been embroiled in crisis since 
t he  c onc l u s i on  o f  i t s  
presidential primary election 
in May.

Wike had contested the 
presidential ticket but he lost 
to the former vice-president.

The cracks widened after 
Atiku Abubakar named Ifeanyi 
Okowa, governor of Delta, as 
his running mate for the 2023 
presidential election.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  
announcement, some party 
stakeholders expressed 
concerns that Abubakar 
overlooked Wike — who was 
s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
recommended by a panel set 
up at Abubakar's instance.

The division in the party 
worsened after Abubakar 
granted an interview to Arise 
TV, during which he explained 
his rationale for overlooking 
Wike.

Days after the interview, 
Wike fired back, accusing the 
party's presidential candidate 

of telling “many lies”.
Abubakar has been making 

efforts to reconcile with Wike 
but there has been little 
progress thus far. Last week, 
a three-member delegation 
he constituted met with 
Wike's team in Rivers.

Dariye

Jibrin

T H E  A l l  P r o g r e s s i v e  
C o n g r e s s  G r a s s r o o t s  
Mobilizers for Dr Nentawe in 
J ib l ik Federal  Ward of 
Pankshin-South Constituency 
of Plateau State, have 
unanimously endorsed the 
APC candidate,  Dr Nentawe 
Yilwatda, as the credible 
candidate for the 2023 
governorship election.

The endorsement took place 
at the Miskom Manna hall in 
Abwor Dyis of Pankshin Local 
Government Area of Plateau 
State, where the youths came 
out in large numbers during a 
town hall meeting to throw 
their weight behind the 
candidate.

The convener  o f  the 
meeting, Mr Bizuum Yadok 
said, all the groups have 
unanimously endorsed the 
governorship candidate of the 
APC due to his blueprint for 
the youth in the state and 
appealed to the governorship 
candidate to give the needed 
attention to the lingering 
challenges of the youths which 
include unemployment and 
lack of skills if elected 
governor of the state.

Other stakeholders who 
graced the occasion included; 
the APC State Assistant 
Financial Secretary, Hon. 
Danladi Dagor, APC Federal 
Ward Chairman, Jiblik Hon. 
Patrobas Bangs and Women 
Leader, Mrs Nantok Joel 
Dakok.

They all in their separate 
remarks, assured Dr Nentawe 
of APC winning the polls come 
2023 and pledged to mobilize 
their supporters towards the 
success of the APC in the 2023 
general elections. "We cannot 
abandon the Party at this level 
having produced credible 
candidates that will bring 

By EZEKIEL DONTINNA Mupun youths endorse 
Nentawe ahead of 2023

development to the State, he 
said".

R e s p o n d i n g ,  t h e  
Governorship candidate Dr 
Nentawe Yilwatda Goshwe, 
assured them of his resolve to 
give his best to uphold the 
Plateau agenda through 
various initiatives that are 
beyond tribal or religious 
agenda, "I have in my 
blueprint the setting aside of 
10% of public funds for youth, 
women and Persons Living 
With Disability to access loans 
through the bank with zero 
interest.

"These funds will help our 
teaming youths to go into 
productive ventures like 
animal husbandry, crop 
farming, trading and other 
SMEs that will grow the 
economy of our state. This is 
the best way to engage our 
teaming unemployed youths 
into a profitable venture", he 
assured.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
gubernatorial candidate, "the 
d r i v e  f o r  t h i s  
entrepreneurship is because, 
if I say I am going to employ 

every unemployed youth in 
the state, I must be lying 
because the white collar 
employment opportunities 
cannot take all the number of 
unemployed youths.  I will 
appoint commissioners that 
will be in their 20s , 30s, 35s 
and a few of 50s.

Earlier, while at the Royal 
Father’s Palace to receive 
royal blessings, the Miskon 
Abwor Dyis, Da Thomas 
Dawam, applauded  the 
landmark activities of the 
House of Representatives  
member, Yusuf Gagdi, who 
a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  
governorship candidate and 
assured them of the support 
of his subjects in the coming 
general elections. 

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  A P C  
gubernatorial candidate, Dr 
Nentawe Yilwatda Goshwe, 
b e f o r e  p r o c eed i n g  t o  
P a n k s h i n - S o u t h  
Constituency, had earlier 
commissioned a campaign 
office in Mangu (Polu-Polu) 
also known as Door to Door 
amidst a mammoth crowd of 
party faithfuls.

Yilwatda
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EXECUTIVE Chairman of 
Karu Local Government 
Counci l   Hon James 
Thomas, vowed to continue 
to put more resources at 
his disposal to ensure 
health is given more 
adequate attention.

H e  m a d e  t h e  
proclamation when he met 
w i t h  t h e  c o u n c i l  
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  
t r a d i t i o n a l / r e l i g i o u s  
leaders, security agents, 
and Primary Healthcare 
Commit tee  fo r  the 
a w a r e n e s s  a n d  
m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
distribution of ROTA VIRUS 
VACCINE led by Hajiya 
Fatima Asiba ( Deputy 
Health Secretary, Karu LGA 
).

ROTA Virus Vaccines is a 
newly introduce Vaccine to 
treat diarrhea for infants 
between zero to fourteen 
weeks of child birth.

The Oral Drugs is to be 
given to all the 19 Northern 
States from 22nd of August 

this year in all the Public 
Clinics and Healthcare 
Centres, free of charge.

KOGI State Office of the 
Public Defender and Citizens' 
Rights Commission (PDCRC), 
recently submitted its report of 
enquiry on the ENDSARS 
protests that triggered across 
the country in 2020, to the 
State Governor, Alh. Yahaya 
Bello.

 Director General of PDCRC, 
Barr.Abdullahi Zakari, said that  
the committee which was 
inaugurated on October 15, 
2020 was established to deal 
with matters arising from the 
ENDSARS protests in 2020.

''Today, we are submitting 
the Kogi State report of its 
f i n d i n g s  a n d  m a k i n g  
appropriate recommendations 
to government on what to do.

''We identified the immediate 
and remote causes of the 
protests and also made 
recommendations for the 
purposes of implementation.

''In all, the recommendations 
would go a long way into 
resolving some of the issues 
that undermined the ENDSARS 
protests that swept across the 
country,'' Zakari said.

In  h i s  response ,  the  
Governor commended the 
committee for a job well done, 
assuring that the state 
government would look into 
the recommendations for 
implementation.

The Governor, who was 
represented by the Secretary 
to the State Government, 
(SSG) Dr Folashade Ayoade, 
promised to continue to give 
necessary support to ensure 
that Kogi PDCRC is well 
positioned to deliver on its 
objectives.

H e  c o m m e n d e d  t h e  
commission for several civil 
and criminal cases and 
interventions it had handled 

and resolved across the state 
since it was established. 

''I want to assure you that 
eve ry  re commenda t i on  
therein will be well noted and 
carried out because of my 
strong believe in promotion, 
protection and enforcement of 
human rights,'' he said.

B e l l o  r e a f f i r m e d  h i s  
commitment to ensuring that 
the residents and citizens of 
the state especially the 
indigents and vulnerable have 
access to justice free of 
charge.

The  governor  fu r ther  
restated his determination to 
ensure protection, promotion 
and enforcement of human 
rights across the state.

Earlier, the Attorney General 
and Commissioner for Justice, 
Ibrahim Mohammed SAN, said 
Kogi PDCRC was a product of 

j u s t i c e  sec to r  r e fo rms  
established through the 
instrumentality of law.

He   c ommended  t he  
commission for a job well done 
in putting up the ENDSARS 
report, assuring them of the 
S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
continuous support without 
any interference in delivering 
their mandates.

Also speaking, Kogi State 
Acting Chief Judge, Hon. 
J u s t i c e  J o s i ah  Ma jeb i ,  
appreciated the Governor for 
his proactive-ness in ensuring 
that  human r ights are 
promoted, protected and 
enforced in the state without 
interference.

He assured the commission 
of the total support of the 
judiciary in its bid to deliver 
justice for the vulnerable  
indigent residents and citizens 
of the state.

From 
AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

From DORCAS PANKYES,
 Abuja

Thomas

Alkali

Bello

LG boss pledges support for 
health sector

THE Commissioner of Police, 
Kogi State Command, CP Edward 
C. Egbuka has charged twenty six 
newly decorated Police Officers to 
redouble their efforts at combating 
crimes and criminalities in the 
s t a t e .
The twenty six officers were newly 
p romoted  to  the  rank  o f  
Super in tendent  o f  Po l ice .
The Commissioner of Police gave 
the charge at the weekend, during 
the decoration ceremony held at 
the M.M. Katsina Conference Hall, 

Enabulele, the Keynote 
Speaker, who spoke on the 
event's theme, said politics 
could advance medical 
profession through the 
Executive and Legislative 
positions, Public policy 
making, Political party 
membership, and other 
appointive positions.

He urged the medical 
doctors to think beyond the 
Consulting room, develop 
self-confidence, take risk, 
strategise, as well as a 
mass political education, 
and resource mobilisation.

H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  
physicians were better 
positioned more than any 
other group to utilise their 
God given potentials and 
attributes of medicine and 
politics as veritable tools 
for national building and 
sustainable advancement 
of the medical profession.

According to him, when 
credible doctors with good 
conscience step into the 
political rings, politics in 
Nigeria will regain its noble 
status and the medical 
p r o f e s s i o n  w i l l  b e  
advanced.

''I urge you to take up 
courage and rise up to the 
challenge of leadership and 
actively participate in 
politics, especially having 
been sensitized by this 
modest presentation on the 
harmony that  ex i s ts  
between medicine and 
politics,'' he said.

In his remarks, Kogi State 
Governor, Alh. Yahaya 
Bello, encouraged the 
medical practitioners to be 
sacrificial and dedicated to 
their profession as well as 
being active in politics.

Represented by h is  
Deputy, Chief Edward 
Onoja, the governor said 
that his administration had 
ach ieved t remendous 

infrastructure development 
in the health sector.

He assured that the state 
Government would do her 
best to ensure that the best 
brain in terms of manpower 
is retained to manage those 
infrastructure to avoid 
brain drain. 

On his part, the Chairman 
NMA Kogi, Dr. Abubakar 
Alhassan, thanked the 
G o v e r n o r  f o r  t h e  
implementation of the 
revised CONMESS 2014, as 
well as the unprecedented 
infrastructure development 
in the state health sector.

He, however called on 
both State and Federal 
Governments to initiate 
policies and programmes 
that would minimizlse the 
mass exodus of doctors out 
of the country.

The chairman noted that 
the outgoing NMA EXCO 
had made tremendous 
achievements in fulfilling 
some of its campaign 
promises.

According to him, they 
have improved the welfare 
of members; making NMA 
Kogi more visible and 
vibrant, brought maturity 
i n to  i t s  a f f a i r s  and  
workings, engendering 
financial transparency, and 
strengthening a l l  i ts  
affiliates.

A l so  speak ing ,  t he  
Chairman Local Organising 
Committee (LOC), Dr 
Adeyemi William, said the 
event was organised 
annua l l y  t o  educa te  
members on the job and 
the emerging threats in the 
professor.

The Director of Publicity 
NMA Kogi, Dr Emmanuel 
Bola Kelvin Jonah, stressed 
the need for government at 
all levels to create the 
enabling environment for 
medical practitioners to 
operate to avoid braindrain.

THE President, World 
Medical Association (WMA), 
Dr. Osahon Enabulele at the 
weekend, urged medical 
doctors to take up the 
challenge of leadership by 
participating activly in 
politics in advancing the 
medical profession.

Enabulele made the call at 
the 2022 Annual General 
M e e t i n g  ( A G M )  a n d  
Scientific Conference of the 
N i g e r i a n  M e d i c a l  
Association (NMA), Kogi 
State chapter in Lokoja, 
with the theme: ''Politics: 
Advancing The Medical 
Profession''.

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

State Police Headquarters, Lokoja.
In a statement signed by the 
Command's Public Relations 
Officer, SP William Aya and made 
available to newsmen in Lokoja, 
noted that the ceremony was 
consequent on the promotion of 1, 
939 Deputy Superintendents of 
P o l i c e  t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  
Super intendents of  Pol ice.
The ceremony was attended by 
former Commissioner of Police, 

Kogi  Sta te ,  Dr  Emmanuel  
O j u k w u ( r t d ) .
He congratulated the newly 
promoted Officers and charged 
them to see the promotion as a call 
for improved services to the nation.
He advised the officers to make 
more friends and minimize 
enemies while carrying out their 
d u t i e s .
The Commissioner of Police, Kogi 
State Command, CP Egbuka while 
congratulating the Officers for their 
well-deserved promotion, charged 
them to leave a life of discipline, 
professionalism and integrity.
He added that any officer that 
desires to go high on the job must 
cultivate the attitude of discipline, 
noting that their attitudes would be 
a reflection of what Police is all 
a b o u t .
He further stated that even the 
least Police officer ought to know 
that discipline is the bedrock on 
which the Force is built, which is 
key to a successful career in the 
f o r c e .
He thanked the Inspector General 
of Police, IGP Alkali Usman Baba  
for recommending officers of the 
Command to be part of the 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s .  H e  a l s o  
congratulated the newly promoted 
officers and wished them well in 
t h e i r  n e w  t a s k .
Also at the ceremony was the 
ALGON Chairman Hon Taofiq Isa 
who congratulated the newly 
promoted officers and urged them 
to double their efforts in the 
ongoing onslaught  against  
c r i m i n a l i t y  i n  t h e  S t a t e .
He stated that he was at the 
occas ion to  ce lebra te  h is  

Divisional Police Officers of 
Aiyetoro and Iyara Divisions.
The newly promoted officers 
includes: SP Obafemi Ojo,  
Commander Quick Response Unit, 
SP Yusuf Isa  O/C Confidential, 
Esinulo Cletus  DPO Gegu, Sani 
Yahaya  DPO Ibaji, Sule Musa DPO 
Ajaokuta, Alozie Chukwuemeka 
DPO Ayetoro, Orimolade Akinwumi  
DPO Iyara, Ovanja Yakubu DPO 
Okehi and Felix Adjarho DPO 
I t a k p e
others includes Eneka Ugwuoke 
DCO Adogo, Emmanuel Odai Unit 
Commander 37 PMF, Akinwumi 
Adeniran Unit Commander 37 PMF, 
Ibe Chidebere Nwadoika Unit 
Commander 37 PMF, Yakubu Abu 
O/C Anti-Cultism, Aye Enejo DCO 
'C' Division, Salisu Ahmed ACO 
Koton-karfe, Samade Ladi Medical, 
Diribe Victor DCO Ife-Olukotun, 
Agbo Emmanuel Obajana, Layi 
Labija Ayetoro, Yakubu Bitrus Idah  
Area Command, Samuel Oye- 
Medical and Yamang Swanta Idah.
Speaking on behalf of the promoted 
officers, SP Enemka Ugwuoke 
thanked the Inspector General of 
Police Usman Baba, and the Force 
Management team for finding them 
worthy of the elevation to the new 
r a n k .
He further appreciated the 
Commissioner of Police, Kogi State 
Police Command, CP Edward 
Egbuka  and the management team 
for finding time out of their tight 
schedules to decorate them. He 
promised that this would make use 
of the promotion to discharge their 
duties professionally to make Kogi 
and Nigeria safe from unwarranted 
e l e m e n t s .
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 PLATEAU State Governor 
Simon Bako Lalong says 
urgent steps need to be taken 
to tackle illegal mining which 
has continued to cause 
economic  and secur i ty  
challenges to the nation 
especially in the North. 

He described the situation as 
worrisome saying it can be 
compared to the challenge 
that oil bunkering is causing to 
the country.

Governor Lalong stated this 
du r i ng  h i s  speech  on  
"Addressing the intervention 
o n  g e t t i n g  N i g e r i a ' s  
administration out of oil" at 
the ongoing 2022 Annual 
National Conference of the 
Nigerian Bar Association 
(NBA) holding in Lagos. 

Lalong said the losses 
resulting from illegal mining 
include carting away of 
precious solid minerals which 
constitute a huge loss to 
governments at all levels. 

He however observed that 
due to the focus on crude oil, 
not much attention is devoted 
to solid minerals theft thereby 
leaving illegal miners from 
within and outside the country 
to have a field day in ripping 
o f f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  
d e v a s t a t i n g  l o c a l  
communities.

"That is why I have remained 
an advocate of the inclusion of 
solid minerals in both the 
exclusive and concurrent list 
in order to enable states 
properly assert control over 
mining activities which in 
many cases result into 
criminality and provide 
funding for bandits, terrorists 
and their collaborators" he 
said. 

On the issue of enhancing 
s e cu r i t y  o f  l i v e s  and  
properties, Lalong said 
adopting state police was 
germaine and crucial but 
needs to be guaranteed by 
factors including the capacity 

to train, deploy, monitor, and 
regularly pay the personnel 
in order to avoid a situation 
where people with arms are 
owed salaries or turn out to 
constitute another security 
problem.

He stressed that the unity 
and progress of Nigeria is 
paramount adding that, 
"There must be a deliberate 
ef fort  to address the 
manipulation of religion and 
ethnicity" which according to 
him has been exploited to the 
detriment of the diversity and 
variety they represent. 

T h e  G o v e r n o r  a l s o  
disclosed that under his 
leadership, Plateau State has 
made progress is diversifying 
from dependence on oil 
p r o c e e d s  w i t h  t h e  
empowering of citizens to 
engage in commercia l  
agriculture, value addition, 
extension services and 
leveraging on crops of 
comparative advantage such 
as exotic fruits, potatoes, 

‘Illegal mining cause 
of Nigeria’s insecurity’

flowers among others which 
are unique to Plateau State. 

He told the forum that his 
Government has acquired the 
Inland Container Terminal 
and also received approval for 
the upgrade of the Yakubu 
Gowon Airport Heipang into 
an International Cargo 
A i rpo r t  f o r  expor t  o f  
agr icu l tura l  and other  
commodities. 

Lalong further disclosed 
that so much has been done 
to restore peace in Plateau 
State which has brought back 
tourism and investors as well 
as enhanced the creative 
industry and sports which are 
synonymous with Jos and 
contributing significantly to 
the economy. 

He spoke about the training 
of thousands of youths in 
various entrepreneurial skills 
in his state which has made 
Plateau State a household 
name at the national MSME 
competition organised by the 
office of the Vice President 
among others.

 By PALANG KASMI

THE abducted Plateau girl 
and social worker, Mwanret 
Daspan has regained her 
freedom after spending 20 
months in the hands of Boko 
Haram terrorists. 

Daspan a Mwagavul from 

Mangu Local Government 
Area of the state , was 
abducted in Maiduguri, the 
Borno State sometime in 
December, 2020 by the 

insurgents and later moved 
to Chad Republic by the 
terrorists group before 
regaining her freedom about 
two weeks ago.

Governor Simon Lalong 
who received the abducted 
girl at Government House, 
Rayfield, Jos, Monday, 
described her release as an 
act of God having gone 
through terrible experiences 
in the hands of evil people 
for the past 20 months. 

Lalong who spoke through 
his Deputy, Professor Somni 
T y o d e n ,  s a i d  h e r  
d i s a p p e a r a n c e  w a s  
traumatic for the family and 
the entire state.

The issue of security in the 
country requires the prayer 
and contribution of citizens 
according to the governor. 
He stated that government 
will provide funds to cater 
for her health needs in order 
to rehabilitate and integrate 
her into the society.

Commissioner of Women 
Affairs, Rebecca Adar 
Sambo while formally 

presenting the abductee to 
the Governor, appreciated 
God and the intervention of 
government and security 
operatives for ensuring her 
release.

 Relieving her experience, 
the abductee, Mwanret 
Daspan who worked as a 
social worker in Maiduguri 
the Borno State capital said 
she was abducted in 
December, 2020 by the 
Boko Haram terrorists and 
appreciated all those who  
have been praying and 
working for her safe release 
from captivity.

Speaking on behalf of the 
family, Monday Daspan said 
their daughter was kept in 
captivity around Chad 
Republic by the insurgents 
but found her way out to 
communicate with her 
family after spending 
a lmost two years in 
captivity.

He expressed gratitude to 
the government and the 
security operatives for 
working to ensure she 
regain her freedom.

Plateau girl regains freedom from Boko Haram
By DUMAH RANDONG

Lalong

Bala

Alkali

BAUCHI State commissioner 
for Agriculture, Barr. Jidauna 
Mbami Tula said the state was 
delightful with the World Bank 
and the Federal Government for 
coming up with the capacity 
building training workshop for 
Fadama CARES beneficiaries 
aimed at supporting the 
vulnerable households and the 
poorest to regain their means of 
livelihood.

Barrister Jidauna Mbami Tula 
while declaring open the 
capacity building workshop for 
(FARMERS), facilitators and 
desk off icers in Bauchi 
Thursday, explained that the 
workshop in the state became 
possible with the release of 
preparatory funds approved by 
Governor Bala Mohammed.

Tula attributed the conduct of 
the workshop to the state 
government's commitment 
towards boosting agricultural 
production in the state, as well 
as the provision of grant by the 
World Bank to alleviate the 
hardships caused people as a 
result of the noble corona virus 
pandemic.

“In addition, the government 
has brought Agro Liquid 
Fertilizer and distributed to 
2,000 farmers as grant and 
subsidized the price for farmers 
to find it affordable. Also, 
knapsack sprayers were 
distributed to farmers across 
the twenty local government 
areas in order to cushion the 
e f fec t  o f  the  Cov id-19 
pandemic”, he said.

Barr is ter  J idauna Tula 
however recalled with concern 
that the outbreak of corona 
virus has devastated the world 
economy and the agricultural 
sector in particular, hence the 
idea of the programme came to 
being in the country and 
particularly the state to cushion 
its effects.  

From ABBAS 
GUNGURA, Bauchi

The commissioner also 
desc r i bed  the  t ra i n i ng  
programme as  another  
empowerment process where 
farmers will be trained on how 
to prepare Community Action 
Recovery Plans (CARPS) across 
the 20 LGAs, targeting rural 
f a rmers  and  the  most  
vulnerable in the society.

He told the participants, “It 
will interest you to know that, 
agricultural inputs and other 
productive assets will be 
provided to this category of 
people as grant by the state 
government to support them 
regain their means of livelihood 
lost as a result of Covid-19 
pandemic”.

Barr i s ter  Tu la  fur ther  
explained that the programme 
also intends to upgrade the 

existing wet markets across the 
twenty local government areas 
through the provision of VIP 
latrines, solar boreholes and 
many other social amenities.

Tula also disclosed that the 
state government has procured 
desk top  computers  and  
generators for the 20 desk 
officers across the local 
governments in the effort to 
ensure that farmers find it easy 
to  document  the  CARP  
processes and implementation 
accordingly.

The Commissioner therefore 
implored upon the workshop 
participants to be focused, 
t ransparent  and ensure 
accountability in the discharge 
o f  t he i r  r ep resen ta t i ve  
responsibilities, while calling on 
them to ensure the safety of the 
facilities at their respective local 
government areas.

  Fadama: BASG happy 
with World Bank

THE 2021 Nigerianpost 
Newspapers' Annual Lecture 
and Impact Series/Awards will 
hold Thursday, August 25, 2022 
at the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists, Press Centre, 
Lokoja.

According to a statement 
signed by Abu Michael, 
Publisher/Editor in Chief, the 
event which is part of activities to 
mark the anniversary of the 

From 
AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

creation of Kogi State, would be 
chaired by Prof. Chief Stephen 
Ocheni, former Minister of State, 
Labour and Productivity.
  The Kogi State Governor, Alh. 
Yahaya Bello would serve as the 
Special Guest of Honour, with His 
Royal Highness, the Maigari of 
Lokoja, Alhaji Mohammed 
Kabiru Maikafi 111, as the Royal 
father of the day.

 The Nigerianpost lecture 
series, with the theme " 
Governance,  Leadersh ip  
Redefined; this House Must Not 
Fall", would be delivered by an 
a c adem i c s ,  J o e l  Tope .
According to the statement, the 
Chief of Staff to the Kogi State 
G o v e r n m e n t ,  P h a r m  
Abdulkareem Jamiu Asuku is 
expected to deliver the keynote 
add ress  a t  t he  even t .
  The statement also said Pharm. 
Asuku would speak on “Kogi @ 
31: This House Must Not Fall" a 
presentation that would look at 
Politics, National Security and 
Nigeria's Stability.

The statement said the choice 
of the topic was informed by the 
need to contribute to the 
country's political development, 
engender peace and national 
cohesion.

Mr. Abu also said the event is 
dedicated to finding workable 
solutions to the challenges 
associated with elections, 
national security, peace and 
stability of the country.
  The Publisher said the event “is 
also organised to honour key 
political actors, players in the 
private sector, individuals and 
h e a d s  o f  M i n i s t r i e s ,  
Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs) among others, who have 

proven their worth in specific 
areas of governance and human 
endeavours.”

The Kogi State Commissioner 
f o r  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
Communication, Hon Kingsley 
Fanwo and the Chairman of NUJ, 
Comr. Adeiza Momohjimoh 
would be the Chief Host of the 
Nigerianpost lecture and award 
series.

  Some of those listed for the 
awards at the event are Governor 
Yahaya Bello of Kogi state who is 
nominated as Nigerianpost Man 
of the Year.

Pharm. Abdulkareem Jamiu 
Asuku would be honoured with 
the Outstanding Administrator 
award, whose giant strides as the 
engine room of government 
administration in the state 
remains remarkable.

  The Kogi State Commissioner 
for Education, Science and 
Technology, Hon. Wemi Jones 
would be honored for his positive 
impacts in the Education Sector 
of the State, while the Rector of 
Kogi State Polytechnic and 
Provost, College of Education 
Ankpa, Dr. Salisu Usman Ogbo 
and Dr. Mohammed Kabiru would 
f o r  t h e r e  o u t s t a n d i n g  
performances in quality learning 
and infrastructure development 
would equally be bestowed with 
awards.

Also listed for  Nigerian post 
best Council  Chairmen of the 
Yea r  awa rds  a re  Hon .  
Abdulraheem Ohiere  ( Security) 
and Hon. Yakubu Aboh of Okehi 
and Omala LGA, (Grassroots 
d e v e l o p m e n t )
Comr. Onuh Edoka, Kogi State 
NLC Chairman is billed to receive 
the Nigerian post Outstanding 
Labour Chairman Award in the 
State's  history.  Among  many 
others.

Annual lecture, impact series holds tomorrow
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AFTER polls closed on 9 August, 
many Kenyans marvelled at how 
quickly results started populating an 
online portal run by the electoral 
commission - a process that had 
often been beset by controversy and 
suspect delays in previous polls. By 
the following morning, 80% of 
returns from more than 46,000 
polling stations across the country 
had been posted.
It was a remarkable achievement for 

an agency that had gone into the 
election with credibility concerns - 
even if the verification process did 
not match the speed of the 
transmission of results, leading to 
intense public frustration and 
anxiety, and the current legal 
challenge.
Glowing in the praise streaming in 

from Kenya and beyond, the head of 
the electoral body Wafula Chebukati 
mocked the local media - whose 
tallies of the results were running 
behind - for struggling and not being 
"prepared" to keep up with the speed 
at which the agency was posting the 
results.
Keen to demonstrate transparency, 

the electoral body had decided to 
encourage the media and the public 
to tally the results themselves, 
instead of giving its own updates on 
the close presidential race.
The speed and transparency of the 

publication of the initial results left 
some in other African countries in 
awe. 
Noting that there was no internet 

shutdown, arrest of opposition 
leaders, and no hint that the 
incumbent was planning to cling on to 
power, they compared what they 
perceived as deficiencies in their 
country's electoral systems to what 
they saw happening in Kenya. 
"Genuinely, we need to pick a whole 

tree from the Kenya electoral process 
because what we have in Uganda 
doesn't qualify to be called an 
election," Dr Sarah Bireete was 
quoted as saying in Uganda's NBS TV 
station. 
"Thank you Kenya for teaching the 

East African Community what 
transparent election is. Hopefully 
Tanzania will borrow a leaf for the 
next election," a Tanzanian tweeted.
"Kenyans have shown us how 

elections can be conducted with 
dignity. Over to you Independent 
National Electoral Commission of 
Nigeria," another user tweeted. 
Kenyan public law scholar Prof Migai 

Akech told the BBC the commission 
did "an excellent job of transmitting 
results in record time".
"The process was much more 

transparent. Even if there are 
disputes, you just tally the polling 
stations outcomes."
Poll officials had to compare whether 

results sent using electronic gadgets 
from more than 46,000 polling 
stations matched physical copies
The efficiency in the results 

transmission was not a fluke but a 
consequence of a case brought by Mr 
Odinga after he lost the last election 
alleging massive fraud, including the 
failure of the electoral commission to 
transmit all results electronically as 
required by law, to reduce the risk of 
them being tampered with.
In a majority ruling, the Supreme 

Court judges found that "illegalities'' 
and "irregularities'' had taken place 
and therefore annulled the 2017 
election and ordered a rerun. 
"Essentially the Supreme Court was 

saying that there was no election. 
Counting and tallying were not faulty 

- the problem had to do with the 
transmission and verification of 
results. Because of this it constituted 
a violation of the law," said Prof 
Akech. 
According to lawyer Omwanza 

Ombati, who successfully argued to 
overturn an MP's election win in 
2008 - the first since the 
reintroduction of multiparty in the 
early 1990s - although Mr Odinga 
has a mixed record in terms of his 
election challenges, he has made "a 
large contribution to how electoral 
law is applied in presidential 
contests".
And yet Mr Odinga, who has now 

lost five presidential elections, has 
been widely mocked online.
"I can't believe he started rejecting 

election results before I was born," 
one Tweeter said, referring to the 
1997 election when Mr Odinga was 
among opposition leaders to reject 
then President Daniel Moi's win.
"He would have rejected his own 

victory if he had won," said another. 
But Mr Ombati says the various 

challenges brought by Mr Odinga 
and others have improved Kenyan 
democracy in numerous ways, 
including the procurement of 
election materials, hiring of electoral 
staff, and that results at polling 
stations should be final. 
After his 2013 challenge to 

President Uhuru Kenyatta's victory 
was dismissed, Mr Odinga explained 
why he had no regrets about going to 
court.
"My decision to file a petition at the 

Supreme Court to challenge the 
validity of the election was a 
statement of my faith in the 
independence of the judiciary. We 
did so for the sake of our democracy 
and for the sake of all Kenyans who 
w a n t e d  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  
constitutional right to elect their 
leaders through free and fair 
elections." 
He was speaking just five years 

after the country had imploded after 
claims that election rigging had 
cheated him of victory. The inter-
ethnic violence killed more than 

1,200 people and forced 600,000 
others from their homes. 
Mr Odinga was also one of the key 

advocates for a new constitution, 
which was passed in 2010.
Under the previous constitution, it 

sometimes took five years - a full 
political term - to hear a case 
challenging an election, Mr Ombati 
said. 
While Mr Moi was in power, from 

1978-2002, the opposition could not 
serve him court papers challenging 
his victories because they were 
required to do so physically. "That 
constitution gave special status to 
the election winner," Mr Ombati 
said. 
Judges also showed loyalty to Mr 

Moi - "the law was used as an 
ins t rument  to  serve  Mo i ' s  
totalitarianism," he added. 
The 2010 constitution created the 

Supreme Court and an open and 
expedited process that provides a 
path for election losers to argue 
their case.
Mr Odinga's latest petition against 

the declaration of William Ruto as 
president-elect is being seen as yet 
another opportunity to help address 
some of the grey areas that have 
emerged during the conduct of the 
recent election, Mr Waikwa says. 
Seven Supreme Court judges will 

listen to the petition
Although the election was widely 

praised as being transparent and 
credible by other electoral agencies, 
four out of the seven members of 
the electoral commission have 
alleged that the latter stages of the 
results verification process was 
"opaque",  and accused Mr 
Chebukati of acting unilaterally to 
declare results the team had not 
agreed on.
The dissenting commissioners 

a c c u s e d  M r  C h e b u k a t i  o f  
announcing results that were a 
"mathematical absurdity that defies 
logic".
They said that if you added the 

percentages each candidate 
received as announced by the 
chairperson of the commission the 

sum came to 100.01%.
But Mr Chebukati said this was 

down to a rounding error and was 
not suspicious. 
The electoral commission chief in 

turn accused his colleagues of 
betraying their oath of office and 
wanting him to "moderate" the 
results to force a re-run.
After Mr Odinga's previous case led 

to an improvement in the 
transmission process, now the 
judges must make a ruling to 
improve the verification stage, 
which has led to the current dispute, 
lawyers say.
These are the questions that Mr 

Waikwa wants the Supreme Court to 
answer:
What should the electoral 
commission do if its verification 
p ro ces s  f i nds  subs tan t i a l  
discrepancies? 
Should the electoral team take a 
vote on how to resolve these 
discrepancies and would their 
action disenfranchise voters?
Are there distinctive duties for the 
chairperson of the electoral 
c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e  
commissioners and if so what are 
they? For example, is declaring 
presidential results the job of the 
commission or the chairperson? 

In a very closely contested 
election, what factors will the 
Supreme Court take into account 
in deciding whether to order a 
fresh election?
In the next 14 days, Kenyans will 

be treated to the spectacle of the 
country's best and brightest 
lawyers engaging in legal jousting 
at the Supreme Court, which might 
rekindle the intense passions felt 
dur ing  the  c lose ly  fought  
presidential campaigns. 
But it will also be a time to 

celebrate the culture that has now 
taken root - challenging elections 
results in court and not on the 
streets which has often sparked 
deadly violence in the past.
"The capacity of Kenya institutions 

has now outpaced the political 
culture," remarked Murithi Mutiga, 
Africa Director of Crisis Group. 
Win or lose, Mr Odinga, who has 

been imprisoned and tortured for 
his fight for a better Kenya, is likely, 
for the third time in a row, to inspire 
a ruling that will help make 
elections more credible and 
transparent - and that is a 
monumental contribution to the 
country's democracy. 
Source: BBC NEWS

Foreign Commentary

For the third time in a row, Raila Odinga has challenged the result of Kenya's presidential elections. The 77-year-old long-time 
opposition leader has been ridiculed by some as a bad loser, but analysts say his petitions have been crucial in shaping and 
strengthening the conduct of elections in Kenya. So whatever the Supreme Court decides, this case will help improve subsequent 
polls. DICKENS OLEWE writes. 
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Kenya 2022: Why Odinga's election challenge matters

Supporters of President-elect William Ruto are adamant that he is the 
rightful winner

Supporters of President-elect William Ruto are adamant that he is the rightful winner
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Foreign News

Malaysia's ex-PM starts
 jail term 

MALAYSIA former Prime 
Minister Najib Razak has been 
sent to jail to begin serving a 
12-year sentence, after the 
top court rejected his appeal. 

The 69-year-old's charges 
relate to a corruption scandal 
involving state-owned wealth 
fund 1Malaysia Development 
Berhad (1MDB).

He was convicted in July 
2020, but had been out on bail 
during the appeal.

The court also denied Najib's 
request to delay his sentence. 
He has continued to deny any 
wrongdoing.

In 2020, a court had found 
him guilty on seven counts - 
centred on a total of 42m 
ringgit ($9.4m; £8m) which 
was transferred from SRC 
International - a former unit 
of 1MDB - into his private 
accounts. 

He was sentenced to 12 
years' jail and a fine of 210m 
ringgit ($46.8m; £39.7m). 

The defence team had 
argued Najib was led to 
believe the funds in his 
accounts were donated by the 
Saudi royal family rather than 
misappropriated from the 
state fund.

They also claimed he was 
misled by financial advisers, 
particularly fugitive financier 
Jho Low - who has been 
charged in both the US and 
Malaysia but also maintains 

his innocence.
In his final push for freedom 

on Tuesday, Najib's lawyer 
requested the removal of Chief 
Justice Tengku Maimun Tuan 
Mat from the panel presiding 
over the case - in what was 
seen as a bid to forestall a final 
verdict. 

They claimed she could be 
biased as her husband had 
made a Facebook post in 2018 
which was critical of Najib. 

However, the chief justice 
declined the request as she 
said the post was before the 
charges were brought against 
Najib.

In her verdict, the chief 
justice said the five-judge 
panel unanimously found that 

the conviction of Najib on all 
seven counts was safe and the 
appeal "devoid of any merits".

"The defence is so inherently 
inconsistent and incredible 
that it has not raised 
reasonable doubt on the 
case," she said. 

The charges addressed on 
Tuesday make up only the the 
first of five trials relating to 
1MDB. 

Naj ib 's  wi fe ,  Rosmah 
Mansor, faces separate 
money-laundering and tax 
evasion charges related to a 
solar hybrid project - to which 
she has pleaded not guilty. 
The High Court is scheduled to 
deliver her verdict on 1 
September.

UN concerned about 
Ukrainian POW trials

THREE people were killed in a 
series of attacks on Donetsk, 
which has been under the 
control of Russian-backed 
separatists since 2014, the 
Russian-installed mayor of 
Donetsk said in a post on his 
Telegram channel.

Ukrainian forces have also 
shelled a building housing the 
l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
headquarters in the centre of 
separatist-controlled Donetsk 
w i t h  We s t e r n - s u p p l i e d  
weapons citing Russian-
installed officials.

A separatist official said at 
least one of the shells used in 
the attack was fired from a US-
made HIMARS artillery system, 
Russian state news agencies 
reported.

The UN human rights office 
has expressed concern about 
plans by Russian-backed 
authorities to try Ukrainian 
prisoners of war (POWs) in the 
port city of Mariupol, saying 
such a process could itself 
amount to a war crime.

T h e  R u s s i a n - b a c k e d  
authorities appear to be 
installing metal cages in a hall 
in Mariupol as part of plans to 
establish what they were 
call ing an “international 
tribunal”, Ravina Shamdasani, 
spokeswoman for the Office of 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR), told a 
briefing.

Willfully depriving a prisoner 
of war of the right to a fair trial 
would amount to a war crime 
by Russia, she said, adding that 
Ukrainian POWs were entitled 

to protection under the Geneva 
Conventions.

For most people, they are 
going to have to be very careful, 
Bo said. The mayor of Kyiv has 
asked people to stay at home 
and public gatherings around 
the capital have been banned.

Curfews have also been 
enforced in cities like Kharkiv, 
where fighting is still ongoing.

Hundreds gathered for the 
Moscow funeral of Darya 
Dugina, the daughter of a 
prominent ultranationalist 
intellectual who was killed in a 
car bombing that Russia blames 
on Ukraine.

Alexander Dugin  a vocal 
supporter of the Kremlin's 
military campaign who has 
claimed to be close to President 
Vladimir Putin  may have been 
the intended target of the 
attack that killed his 29-year-
old daughter.

U k r a i n e  d e n i e s  a n y  
involvement.

Mourners many carrying 
flowers paid their respects to 
Dugina at a hall in Moscow's 
Ostankino TV centre where her 
black-and-white portrait was 
displayed over an open casket.

Dugin and his wife, both 
dressed in black, sat next to 

their daughter's coffin.
“She died for the people, for 

Russia, at the front. The front – 
it is here,” Dugin said at the 
start of the ceremony.

Dugina was killed on Saturday 
when a bomb placed in her car 
went off as she drove on a 
highway outside Moscow.

Russ ia  says  Ukra in ian  
intelligence was behind the 
attack – a claim dismissed by 
Kyiv.

The success achieved in 
integrating refugees from the 
war in Ukraine should serve as 
an example for the future, the 
G e r m a n  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
commissioner for integration 
told the Deutsche Presse-
Agentur (dpa) news agency.

Immediate access to the 
labour market and integration 
c o u r s e s ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  
assistance from Germany's 
government employment 
offices, meant that the arrivals 
had gone well, Reem Alabali-
Radovan said.

“This should be a blueprint for 
our migration and integration 
polices, so that we become an 
immigration and integration 
country in line with the times,” 
she said.

An elderly woman sits on a bench in a yard of destroyed 

residential buildings in Mariupo.

Stop FBI’s reviews of document
LAWYERS for Donald Trump 

have asked a federal judge to 
p revent the FBI f rom 
c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e v i e w  
documents recovered earlier 
this month from the former 
United States president's 
Florida home, until a neutral 
“special master” is appointed 
to inspect the records.

The request was included in 
a court filing on Monday, the 
first by Trump's legal team 
since the search at Mar-a-
Lago on August 8, that takes 
broad aim at the FBI 
i nves t i ga t i on i n to  the 
d iscovery of c lass i f ied 
records from the estate.

The motion, filed in federal 
court in West Palm Beach, 
F l o r i d a ,  a l s o  a s k e d  
investigators to return any 
items outside the scope of the 
search warrant.

“Politics cannot be allowed 
to impact the administration 
of justice,” the filing stated, 
adding: “Law enforcement is 
a shie ld that protects 
Americans. It cannot be used 
as a weapon for political 

purposes.”
The f i l ing spec i f ica l ly 

requests the appointment of a 
special master not connected 
to the case who would be 
tasked with inspecting the 
records recovered from Mar-
a-Lago and setting aside 
those that are covered by 
executive privilege — a 
p r i nc i p l e  tha t  pe rm i t s  
presidents to withhold certain 
communications from public 
disclosure.

In other cases, the role of 
s p e c i a l  m a s t e r  h a s  
sometimes been filled by a 
retired judge.

“This matter has captured 
the attention of the American 
public. Merely 'adequate' 
s a f e g u a r d s  a r e  n o t  
acceptable when the matter 
at hand involves not only the 
const itut ional r ights of 
President Trump, but also the 
presumption of executive 
privilege,” Trump's lawyers 
wrote.

Trump's request on Monday 
was assigned to US District 
Judge Aileen M Cannon, 

whom the former president 
appointed to the bench.

A Just ice Department 
spokesman said prosecutors 
will file their response in 
court. “The August 8 search 
warrant at Mar-a-Lago was 
authorised by a federal court 
upon the required finding of 
probable cause,” spokesman 

Anthony Coley said.
The search of Mar-a-Lago 

m a r k e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
escalation in one of the many 
f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  
investigations Trump is facing 
from his time in office and in 
private business.

Trump

-Trump

The economy takes centre stage ahead of Angola's elections
Angola will vote for a new 

president and parliament on 

Wednesday, in what looks set to 

be the closest election in Africa's 

second-biggest oil producer 

s i n c e  t he  c oun t r y  won  

independence from Portugal in 

1975.
President João Lourenço of the 

governing MPLA, who has made 

corruption reforms in the 

southern African country his 

priority since taking office in 

2017, faces Adalberto Costa 

Júnior of the rebel-turned-

opposition group, the National 

U n i o n  f o r  t h e  T o t a l  

Independence of  Angola 

(UNITA).
A May Afrobarometer poll gave 

the ruling MPLA, which has 

g o ve r n e d  A n g o l a  s i n c e  

independence, a lead of 7 

percent over UNITA. Analysts 

expect it to win despite growing 

support for the opposition.
Angola is one of Africa's largest 

economies. It is the continent's 

second-largest oil producer after 

Nigeria, according to OPEC, 

while Kimberley Process data 

ranks it as the world's seventh-

biggest producer of rough 

diamonds.
Long dominated by state-

owned companies, a legacy of its 

socialist past, Angola has 

embarked  on  amb i t i ous  

privatisationprogrammes but 

progress has been slow. 

Au t h o r i t i e s  e x p e c t  t h e  

restructuring of state oil 

c ompany  Sonango l  and  

diamond miner Endiama ahead 

of partial IPOs to take a further 

12 to 18 months.
Lourenço has also opened 

anti-corruption probes against 

t h e  p r e v i o u s  M P L A  

administration.
After five years of recession, 

Angola's GDP increased 0.7 

percent in 2021, according to 

the World Bank, and the finance 

ministry expects growth of 2.7 

percent for this year. Inflation is 

falling but remains above 20 

percent.
A return to growth linked to 

higher oil prices has, as usual, 

not benefitted most Angolans, 

about half of whom live in 

poverty, according to the Angola 

Multidimensional Poverty Index. 

Such desperation could easily 

spill over into violence during 

the elections, said Risk Advisory 

Group's Laura SearaCabeça.
Investors in the country's 

$9bn of outstanding Eurobonds 

are pricing in a win and a 

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  2 2 0  

parliamentary seats for the 

MPLA, which would mean the 

continuation of Lourenço's 

market-friendly policies.
Angola's Eurobonds currently 

yield above 10 percent, 

Tradeweb data show, the level 

at which a country is often 

considered to be locked out 

from issuing new debt.
The country's debt burden 

soared to a record high of 131 

percent of gross domestic 

product (GDP) in 2020 then fell 

to 75 percent last year, helped 

by higher oil prices.
A JPMorgan index of Angola's 

bonds is down 9.3 percent in the 

last six months, compared with 

a 12.5 percent fall for the 

continent as a whole.
Both Lourenço and Costa 

Júnior have presented similar 

proposals aimed at diversifying 

the economy and tax base away 

from oil and encouraging 

investment in sectors such as 

renewable energy, fisheries and 

tourism, according to Fernandes 

Wanda, an economist at 

University AgostinhoNeto in 

Luanda.
But Jon Schubert, a political 

anthropologist at the University 

of Basel, says he thinks the 

rul ing MPLA has yet to 

demonstrate the political will to 

end Angola's continued heavy 

dependency on oil.
Lourenço told a campaign rally 

on Saturday that the MPLA had 

lifted the “taboo” against 

privatisation in a country long 

dominated by socialist thinking 

on the economy. He also praised 

a $3.7bn deal it reached with 

the IMF in 2018.
“Above all, we gained the 

international credibility we 

needed  i n  i n t e rna t i ona l  

markets,” he said.
UNITA has promised to end the 

“concentration of the economy in 

a single political and social 

group” – a reference to Angola 

being one of the world's most 

stratified societies, whose elite 

comprises only those with ruling 

party connections.
But the opposition has not 

criticised the government's 

broader macroeconomic reforms 

because it would most likely 

pursue the same policies, said 

South Africa-based independent 

analyst Marisa Lourenço, not a 

relative of the president.
UNITA presidential candidate 

Costa Junior told Reuters on 

Sunday he would continue to 

push for the implementation of 

an agreement between his party, 

the MPLA and others to maintain 

economic stability regardless of 

which party took power.
“I have pushed for a stability 

pact and I will continue to do so 

indefinitely,” he said.
Whoever wins will still face 

volatility in the price of oil, which 

accounts for more than half of 

Angola's government revenues 

and 94% of exports, according to 

the International Monetary 

Fund, which said any fall in crude 

prices could quickly trigger debt 

problems in the country.
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Editorial

THE I wish to crave the indulgence of 
the management and or editorial 
staff of this newspaper to advise 
our politicians to conduct 
themselves in an appropriate 
manner so as to be role models 
in our society. Basically, our 
political heads have a better 
platform towards impacting 
positive change in our societal 
behavior.
Unfortunately, over the years, 

the behaviours of some of these 
politicians have left much to be 
desired. Indeed more worrisome 
are the unguided statements 
provocatively uttered even when 
they know it has the tendency of 
causing significant  damage on 
the polity. A few days back, I 
listened with keen interest, the 
unguided statements offered by 
a Nigerian politician which for me 
was uncalled for.
In the aftermath of his 

submission, I was left to wonder 
if our politicians really know and  
are aware of the implications of 
their utterances in public space 
or gathering. If I would be 
allowed to suggest, I think 
relevant government authorities 
should begin to monitor with 
keen interest activities of both 
political office holders and 
political actors in Nigeria. I 
equally think that it's high time 

that sanctions are effected 
against any politician who is 
found wanting in the area of 
becoming a role model to our 
future generations. But again, 
these politicians themselves 
must learn from their past 
lessons and repent from any 
negative activity which can 
drag this nation into crisis.
As we get closer to the 2023 

general elections, it is hopeful 
that our politicians will begin 
to exhibit good conduct and 
character that would unite the 

citizens of this nation. This is 
because, Nigeria cannot afford 
to experience any breakdown of 
law and order which would be 
devastating to the entire West 
African sub-region. As we 
continue to pray for a peaceful, 
fair and free elections come 
2023, we must also avoid any 
behavior which can puncture 
the peaceful coexistence of the 
nation. 
Danjuma Wakili, Anguwan 

Rukuba, Jos.   

Standard Cartoon

We no want problems oh! go 
finish with ASUU, Jailbreaks, 

Subsidy and others. When they 
cannot pay 30K minimum wage, 
they are talking about increase.

No carry us play politics.
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Paris Club refund debacle

Politicians should be role 
models in our society

Of elections and right to choose
IT is a fact that democracy is simply 

defined as  government for the people by 
the people and of the people. This is no 
doubt a system that gives citizens rights 
to participate fully in politics when it 
comes to election time for the people to 
elect leaders that would represent them 
at different levels or offices.
It was in view of this system of 

government that the people of Osun State 
in the South West of Nigeria on July 16, 
2022 came out to exercise their civic 
rights by electing a democratic leader that 
would govern the state for the next four 
years as a governor as provided by the 
Nigerian Constitution.
The peaceful conduct of this election that 

has come and gone, indeed confirmed 
that the electorate have begun to think 
inside not outside the box, particularly 
when it comes to issues that are capable 
of sparking up violence either before,  
during or after election.
The Osun polls should as a matter of fact 

serve as an eye opener for Nigerian 
electorate now that the 2023 general 
elections is fast approaching for  people to 
go out and make choices of the leaders 
that are going to represent them through 

the ballot papers.
Certainly, the peaceful conduct of 

the Osun election did not witness any 
voter apathy because the people 
were ready or out to massively vote 
the candidate of their  choice. As 
reported, despite some cases of the 
so called vote buying by some 
candidates, the people were said to 
have received money from the 
candidates who insisted on vote 
buying and perhaps voted against 
such politicians.
With this kind of pace set from  Osun 

recently conducted gubernatorial 
election, it therefore, behooves on all 
and sundry in the country to shun 
politicians who belief in money bag 
syndrome in politics 
It may interest you to know that the 

people of Osun have really spoken 
through their votes by voting out the 
incumbent governor who is from the 
ruling party, APC and electing the 
candidate of the PDP. Senator 
Adeleke was the People's choice to 
unseat the incumbent.
It is equally believed that the new 

governor elect was elected based on 
credibility not because of candidate’s 
platform or party. Nigerian electorate. 
should from now henceforth see 
election beyond financial inducement 
and party so that credible leaders will 
always be elected into  various offices.
In fact, the success story of the just 

concluded Osun election cannot be 
complete without saying a job well 
done to the INEC for conducting a free 
and fair polls. 
Nigerians should commend INEC for 

making election very interesting, 
particularly with the improved 
technology through the use of BVAS, 
election would  no longer be rigged. 
This is because any vote cast is 
transmitted directly into INEC server. 
Therefore, if it is maintained, the era of 
rigging is now gone.
Our security agencies should also be 

applauded for playing significant roles 
before, during and after the election, 
especially for maintaining law and 
order. This was achieved with the 
support and cooperation of the Osun 
people.
By JIDAUNA DARING.

THE back and forth that has characterized the 
Paris Club refund issue between the Nigeria 
Governors Forum, the Minister of Justice 
and the consultants has stretched to its 
limits the glue of relationship.This has 
blurred to an extent the arguments being 
propounded and Nigerians do not know who 
to believe anymore.

 ON the one side, the Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General of the Federation, the 
chief law officer of the federation, is 
vociferous in pushing forward the position 
of the consultants for reasons only him can 
say. On the other hand, the NGF has said it 
did not enter into any agreement with these 
consultants and vowed to resist any 
deduction being made on their resources on 
behalf of the consultants.

IT is sad and unfortunate that a matter such as 
this would generate so much bad blood. One 
would have thought that since the matter 
had been taken to court, the reasonable 
thing to do would have been allowing the 
process to run its course. Embarking on 
media trial, to say the least is unnecessary 
and should not have been contemplated at 
all. 

INDEED, for the chief law officer of the 
federation to engage in the brickbats is 
itself sad and uncalled for. He should have 
been the one calling both parties to order, 
knowing that issues that are still in court 
should not be discussed in the media until 
they are vacated. Trying to enforce a 
judgement that has been appealed is 
tantamount to truncating a process that is 
still ongoing and the Attorney General 
should know that.

UNTIL and unless the process runs its course, 
there is no reason for the media war and the 
unnecessary salvos being thrown at each 
other. What Nigerians expect at the moment 
is for the various tiers of government to 
work together in synergy and smoothen out 
whatever grey areas they have without 
rocking the boat and creating further 
confusion in an already tense economic 
atmosphere.

THAT Nigeria has suffered untold hardships 
from the activities of political actors and 
scavengers in the recent past is evident in 
the rot that has come to characterize our 
society. No one needs to keep punishing 
innocent Nigerians because of their 
ego.Making Nigerians suffer unduly for no 
fault of theirs is unacceptable and must not 
be allowed to continue.

THE NGF, Attorney General and the 
consultants must work out ways to reach an 
agreement that would not distract 
Nigerians from focusing on pursuing their 
daily living. Besides, fleecing the coffers of 
the government in whatever guise should be 
discouraged at all cost. A situation where 
government money is seen as free money is 
long past. The consultants must therefore 
provide empirical evidence that they did 
anything at all to warrant them being given 
the humongous sums they are claiming.

SO long as the Attorney General does not 
demonstrate neutrality, he is bound to be 
suspected of conniving to benefit from the 
heist that the consultants are laying claim 
to. He, as the Chief Law officer should be the 
chief defender of the government not the 
other way round.
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CLIMATE Change is not a 
foreign word in the English 
dictionary and in the ears of our 
people. Although there is no 
actual term for it in the major 
Nigerian languages of Yoruba, 
Igbo, and Hausa, we have still 
heard of the impact of climate 
change through the common 
mottled phrases: “my house is 
flooding,” “the car is stuck in the 
road's swimming pool,” “it has 
been raining for the past three 
days,” “we have not had a 
successful crop yield this year,” 
“I do not know what I am going 
to eat today.” The list spreads 
longer than any line of traffic 
seen in this nation. Its effects 
are also visible in headlines – 
“The Crashing Naira” and “The 
Rising Death rates linked to the 
Farmer/Herder Conflict,” Yet, we 
still fail to associate our 
devastating problems with one 
of the fundamental causes – our 
worsening climate.
According to the United 

Nations, “Climate change refers 
t o  l o ng - t e rm  s h i f t s  i n  
temperatures and weather 
patterns.” While some of the 
noticeable environmental shifts 
have been natural, human 
actions like the burning of fossil 
fuels, excessive use of coal, 

deforestation, pollution, and 
u n s t r u c t u r e d  u r b a n  
development have accelerated 
the pace at which the earth is 
warming, fostering devastating 
effects on our lives.
With the turn of the 21st 

Century and the technology 
age, there is a heightened 
awareness of the devastation 
destined for humankind. While 
there is increased global 
momentum to  genera te  
awareness, effect changes, 
p r o p e l  a c t i o n  i n  o u r  
communities, and is more 
p r e s e n t  i n  o u r  d a i l y  
conversations – Nigeria is 
relatively silent. Countless 
coastal communities have 
gotten fully submerged by 
water, yet, the government has 
no reliable report on the lives 
and infrastructure lost. It does 
not adequately cater to the 
needs of those most affected.
The pertinent questions have 

not been asked, and we have 
failed to create a foolproof plan 
that ensures a hopeful and just 
future for the citizens of our 
country. How will we all migrate 
and relocate 200 million people 
who call Nigeria home? At this 
rate, even the rich will not make 
it out.
Lagos, home to 20 million 

people, is severely affected by 

climate change. With all our 
communities built around and 
near the coastline, the daily 
pushing of water closer to our 
land sadly means disaster for 
us – no matter how much we 
want to deny it.
Despite the alarming trends 

of rising temperatures and sea 
levels, unpredictable weather, 
and mass, we are still investing 
a large amount of money in 
infrastructure, inc luding 
hotels, resorts, malls, and 
recreational centers, which are 
bound to disappear unless 
urgent action is taken. We all 
have critical roles to play in 
averting a looming disaster.
As a government, Nigeria 

must develop and implement a 
comprehensive plan for climate 
action at the Federal, State, 
a n d  l o c a l  l e v e l s .  T h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  
constructively invest time and 
money into urban renewal 
projects, including developing 
greener environments, urban 
and rural resilience and 
sustainability interventions to 
address flooding, droughts, 
and erosion.
Private companies and 

institutions should uphold 
ethical climate forward values 
and ensure a limited carbon 
footprint. They also partner 

with nonprofit organizations to 
implement sustainabi l i ty 
initiatives.
Our educational and nonprofit 

institutions must teach the 
younger generation about the 
impact of climate change and 
our role as climate champions. 
They must also hold the public 
a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  
accountable to ensure that 
they meet and even exceed 
their commitments.
As citizens, we must change 

our lifestyles by educating 
o u r s e l v e s  a b o u t  o u r  
contributions to cl imate 
change through our actions 
and inactions. We must 
develop the habit of recycling 
and using energy sparingly. 
Every little step counts. For 
example, if you go to the 
supermarket and buy an item 
that does not require a plastic 
bag, politely decline the 
packaging, or better yet, bring 
your cloth shopping bag!

Turn off the water heater after 
your shower and bring your 
container to mama put. We 
must also plant trees and invest 
in greening our public spaces. A 
movement could be spurred if 
we all start incorporating 
climate action into our daily 
lifestyle.
I remain optimistic that if we 

work together, change our 
mindset on this topic and take 
swift and constructive action – 
we can turn around the fate of 
climate change in Nigeria. 
Nigerians have the grit, 
determination, and the power to 
accomplish anything. It is not up 
for discussion whether or not we 
need change. We are doing it for 
us, for our country, and for the 
future. Nkiruka! 

Amara Nwuneli is a 15-
year-old social innovator 
driven to make an impact. 
She manages a social media 
m o v e m e n t  c a l l e d  
FightGlobalWarmingNg.

 “He Who Comes Into Equity Must Come 
With Clean Hands.”
This old maxim is the basis of the clean 
hands doctrine and constitutes the meat 
of this treatise that seeks to thrust a 
beamlight on the activities of NGO's and 
CSO's in the democratic realm of Nigeria. 
The core thrust of mainstream civil 
society organizations (CSO's) and Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGO's) is 
to promote human rights, democracy, 
good governance, and the protection of 
civil liberties in ecosystems where they 
operate.
Indeed, many of Nigeria's civil society 
startups exist precisely because the 
barrier for entry is so low. Unlike under 
military rule, today's newly formed NGOs 
are relatively free to operate, build 
relationships, and seek support with 
international donors. They are also now 
able to leverage transformative outreach 
and fundraising tools on social media 
platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, WhatsApp amongst others.
Since 2015, legislators have twice 
introduced bills to strictly regulate NGOs, 

even though they are already subject to 
corporate laws such as the Companies and 
Allied Matters (CAMA) Act. It claims that 
some NGOs “solicit funds for selfish 
motives” and “fund the activities of 
insurgents,” based on submission(s) of 
Nigeria's military agencies much earlier. 
The House deputy majority leader 
introduced the first such bill in 2016, but it 
failed to pass before the legislative 
session ended in 2019.
The Speaker, Federal House of 
Representatives, Right Honourable Femi 
Gbajabiamila championed a similar bill in 
2019, declaring that NGOs needed stricter 
regulation because some were aiding the 
Boko Haram insurgency. This second bill 
aimed to create a civil society regulatory 
agency with just four civil society 
representatives on its nineteen-seat 
board. Two of those four would be 
nominated by the National Youth Council 
of Nigeria.
In early 2020, the bill stalled amid sharp 
criticism from civil society and some 
legislators, one of who reminded his 
colleagues how, under military rule, pro-
democracy NGOs gave their “blood, sweat 
and resources to win democracy for the 

country.” Nevertheless, legislators 
amended the Companies and Allied 
Matters Act (CAMA) in 2020 to increase 
state influence over civil society groups, 
empowering the government to remove 
trustees from the board of an NGO when, 
for instance, it deems that doing so is in 
the “public interests.”
Mainstream NGOs of all sizes and 
construct need funds to operate, 
organize events, conduct training and 
research, pay staff, and rent office 
space. Most legitimate NGOs are 
supported either directly by grants or 
t a s k- s p e c i f i c  c o n t r a c t s  f r o m  
international development agencies and 
charitable foundations, or indirectly via 
partnerships with larger NGOs. Many 
disclose their funding pipeline on their 
web portal, at their events, or in their 
annual reports. Most international 
donors likewise publish details of the 
projects and organizations they fund.
It has been expressed in some quarters 
that some NGO's represent a meaningful 
threat to Nigeria's democrat ic 
development, social cohesion, and long-
term stability. Professor of International 
Studies and professor of Anthropology at 
Brown University, Daniel Jordan Smith 
noted much earlier, that a large 
proportion of Nigeria's NGOs of were 
created in response to the growing 
ava i l ab i l i t y  o f  donor  mon ies ,  
contributing to the average citizen's 
belief that NGOs were somehow linked 
to a world of “fraud, deceit, and 
corruption.”
Nigeria's mainstream Civil Societies 
sector are the primary conduit for 
international assistance focused on 
democracy, good governance, and 
human rights promotion in Africa's most 
populous nation. It's strongly advised 
that the Nigerian government via the 

levers of legislation of the National 
Assembly to enforce existing corporate 
laws, ensuring that all NGOs register 
with the Corporate Affairs Commission 
(CAC), identify a board of trustees 
populated by ind iv iduals  wi th 
unblemished records, and submit annual 
financial reports to the commission – 
These lacunae are drawbacks that are 
not strictly adhered to by a large number 
of NGO's and CSO's in the civil society 
ecosystem. Some of the grants and the 
description of the grants does not match 
the beneficiary NGO/CSO's scope, from 
2008-2021 Socio-Economic Right and 
Accountability Project (SERAP) have 
been awarded $3,142,167 from one 
donor, Connected Development 
Initiative (CODE) was awarded 
$350,000 by the same donor to Monitor 
the funds in Kaduna State's Universal 
Basic Education Commission, and also 
International Centre for Investigative 
Reporting got $1,537,255 from 2016-
2021 from the same donor. Enough Is 
Enough (EIE) was given $100,000 to 
disburse as Covid19 Palliative Support 
with no evidence of disbursement.
Nigeria's tax enforcement and anti-
corruption agencies should also 
inves t iga te  ma ins t ream NGOs  
particularly with respect to their sources 
of funding, tax compliance, and 
relationships with politically exposed 
persons. It's highly imperative for 
diplomats, donors and development 
partners, as well as legitimate domestic 
and international NGOs, also could do 
more to call out pro-government groups 
toxic tendencies and exert requisite 
pressure on their high-level sponsors. 
T i m e  w o u l d  t e l l ,  i f  t h e s e  
recommendations are implemented by 
the parties that operate in these 
ecosystem.

By AMARA NWUNELI  

By IBRAHIM TANKO SALISU

The pertinent questions have not been 
asked, and we have failed to create a 
foolproof plan that ensures a hopeful and just 
future for the citizens of our country. How will 
we all migrate and relocate 200 million people 
who call Nigeria home? At this rate, even the 
rich will not make it out.

Mainstream NGOs of all sizes and construct 
need funds to operate, organize events, 
conduct training and research, pay staff, and 
rent office space. Most legitimate NGOs are 
supported either directly by grants or task-
specific contracts from international 
development agencies and charitable 
foundations, or indirectly via partnerships with 
larger NGOs.

Dark consequences of climate change in Nigeria
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THE National Pension 

Commission has vowed to 

take action against relatives, 

workers and retirees who 

fake deaths of contributors to 

the Contributory Pension 

Scheme in order the get the 

benefits entitled to deceased 

persons.
To ensure that a worker is 

truly dead apart from other 

means of  ver i f icat ion, 

PenCom has also asked the 

banks to close the accounts of 

reported dead persons so 

that they would not be able to 

operate bank accounts again 

in the country.
The pension industry's 

regulator decided on this 

move due to growing 

incidences of fake deaths 

being organised to get out the 

balances in the Retirement 

Savings Accounts of reported 

dead workers.
The Head, Benefits & 

Insurance Department, 

PenCom, Obiora Ibeziako, 

disclosed this while speaking 

o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

retirement benefits and 

efforts to safeguard the 

pensions of workers.
He said, “Nigerians have 

been dying and resurrecting. 

If you send us a notification 

that you are dead, we will 

make sure that your bank 

blocks your account also.
“We have seen people fake 

their own deaths; we have 

seen spouses fake the deaths 

of their partners when the 

PFAs start the due process.
“In fact, in a particular case, 

they were processing a man's 

death benefit and he walked 

in and everybody picked up. 

The wife had actual ly 

p r o c u r e d  o b i t u a r y  

announcement, everything 

that required to be done 

without the man knowing.”
He added that, “There was a 

particular case, we called the 

man and he said yes, he 

arranged his death that he 

needed the money.
“So, the PFAs shall seek the 

commission's approval to get 

the legal beneficiaries and the 

available balance in the 

deceased RSA account. For 

any deceased RSA account, 

the PFA must send the 

request to the commission for 

approval.”
PenCom had earlier said in 

c i r c u l a r  t h a t ,  “ T h e  

commission has received 

series of complaints from 

retirees, who alleged that 

their PFAs have wrongfully 

paid their benefits to their 

next of kins or legal 

beneficiaries, while they are 

still alive and in active service 

without their consent.
“Following these complaints 

and reports by the PFAs, it 

has become imperative to 

issue additional measures to 

curb these complaints and 

strengthen the processes and 

practices of processing and 

payment of death benefits.”
PenCom ordered the PFAs to 

contact the employer of the 

deceased for verification and 

confirmation of death of 

employees.
The pension regulator 

ordered the PFAs to ensure 

due diligence and conduct 

search at the probate registry 

of the issuing authority to 

confirm the genuineness of 

the documents as well as the 

verification of the information 

of the named administrator 

and sureties.

Why I stoned my two kids to death

O P E R AT I V E S  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  D r u g  L a w  
E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y  
(NDLEA) has apprehended a 
63-year-old grandfather, 
Afolabi Abideen Kolawole, for 
allegedly shipping illicit 
substances to his daughter in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE).

NDLEA spokesman, Femi 
Babafemi, in a statement on 
Sunday said Afolabi was 
behind an intercepted drug 
exhibit going to Dubai.

Afolabi's consignment had 
earlier been intercepted on 
the 4th of August, he was 
however, arrested in Ibadan, 
Oyo state on Thursday 18th 
August after more than four 
sets of arrests eventually 
unraveled him.

The 63-year-old confessed 
that he was responsible for 
the packaging of cannabis 
inside the black native soap 
u s e d  a s  m o d e  o f  
concealment.

According to Babafemi, 
while Abibu was still being 
interviewed in custody, a 
37.1kg consignment of Loud 
intercepted on July 7, 2022, 
was also traced to him.

Meanwhile, over 2.3million 
t a b l e t s  o f  i l l i c i t  
pharmaceutical opioids and 
o t h e r  p s y c h o a c t i v e  
substances meant for  
d i s t r i bu t i on  i n  seven  
Northern states of Borno, 
Kano, Kaduna, Sokoto, 
Zamfa ra ,  Gombe  and  
Na sa rawa  have  been  
intercepted by operatives of 
the National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency, NDLEA 
in series of interdiction 
operations in the past week.

In all, a total of Two Million 
Three Hundred and Twenty 
Five Thousand Five Hundred 
and Fifty Three (2, 325, 
553.00) tablets and capsules 
of Tramadol, Pregabalin, 
Hypnox, Diazepam and Exol-
5 including 7, 353 bottles of a 

new psychoactive substance 
locally called Akuskura meant 
for the seven states were 
seized from locations across 
Kaduna, Kogi, Sokoto, and 
the FCT.

In Kaduna, a drug dealer 
Umar Sanusi, was arrested 
on Friday 12th August during 
a follow up operation in Kano 
and brought back to Kaduna 
where his consignment of 50 
cartons of pregabalin 300mg, 
containing 750,000 capsules, 
weighing 375kgs earlier 
seized along Abuja-Kaduna 
expressway was counted and 
weighed in his presence.

Same day, operatives also 
intercepted along Abuja-
Kaduna express road 7,068 
bottles of a new dangerous 
substance of abuse called 
Akuskura meant for Kaduna, 
Zamfara, Gombe, Kano and 
Borno.

The recipients in Kaduna 
and Zamfara have been 
arrested during follow up 
operations. The following 
day, Saturday 13th August, 
285 bottles of the NPS were 
recovered from a dealer, 
Abubakar Ahmad, along the 
same highway.

In Kogi, no fewer than 
696,000 tablets of Tramadol 
and Exol-5 among others 
loaded into a truck at 
Onitsha, Anambra state and 
heading to Maiduguri, Borno 
state, were seized along 
Okene-Abuja expressway on 
Friday 19th Aug, while NDLEA 
operatives also recovered 
300,000 tablets of Diazepam 
from a suspect, Faruku Bello, 
30, in Sokoto State on 
Wednesday 17th Aug.

Anti-narcotic officers of the 
Agency in Abuja FCT equally 
at the weekend intercepted a 
bus loaded with 323, 200 
tablets of Tramadol 225mg 
and others at Onitsha, 
Anambra state heading to 
Nasarawa state. Driver of the 

vehicle, Osita Nwobodo, 45, 
who made fruitless bids to 
compromise the operatives is 
now in custody.

A major importer of Loud 
variant of cannabis from the 
United States, Abibu Afis 
Sola and a 63-year-old 
grandfather who ships illicit 
substances to his daughter in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 
UAE are among those 
a r r e s t e d  b y  N D L E A  
operatives at the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport, MMIA, Ikeja Lagos.

Abibu was arrested in 
connection with a 19.30kg 
Colorado consignment from 
Los Angeles, USA, which was 
intercepted on 30th June at 
the NAHCO cargo import 
shed of the Lagos airport. 
While Abibu was still being 
interviewed in custody, a 
37.1kg consignment of Loud 
intercepted on 7th July was 
also traced to him.

Meanwhile, a freight agent, 
Miss Njoko Elizabeth, 37, has 
been arrested for attempting 
to export 250grams of 
Tramadol and cannabis to 
Dubai through the NAHCO 
export shed. The drug 

exhibits were concealed 
inside some gallons of palm 
oil and honey, which were 
packed among food items 
and hair attachment.

An Italy-bound passenger, 
Oziengbe Ehighalua Andrew, 
55, was on Friday 19th Aug 
arrested with 600grams of 
Tramadol 200mg while 
attempting to board Royal 
Air Maroc flight to Italy, via 
Casablanca.

In the same vein, seven 
cartons of khat leaf with a 
total weight of 295kg have 
been seized at the NAHCO 
import shed of the Lagos 
airport. The consignment 
came into Nigeria from 
Tanzania through Cairo on 
Egypt Air.

O p e r a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
Directorate of Operation and 
General  Invest igat ion,  
DOGI, in NDLEA attached to 
c o u r i e r  f i r m s  h a v e  
intercepted 11.36kg heroin 
and cannabis packaged for 
UAE, Netherlands and Omar. 
The drugs were concealed in 
dictionary, fancy light and 
body cream

In Niger state, 139 bags 
and 176 compressed blocks 

of cannabis loaded in Ogere, 
Ogun state and heading to 
Zaria, Kaduna state were 
seized by NDLEA operatives 
along Abuja-Kaduna road, 
Suleja from a company 
vehicle while the driver, Sani 
Mohammed, 44, and his 
a s s i s t a n t ,  A b u b a k a r  
A b u b a k a r,  3 0 ,  w e r e  
arrested.

Raids carried out in Akala, 
Mushin area of Lagos also 
led to the arrest of Pelumi 
Goodness and Ola Funke 
while over 1,171.75kg 
cannabis and 29 litres of 
c o d e i n e  s y r u p  w e r e  
recovered.

Chairman/Chief Executive 
of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. 
Mohamed Buba Marwa 
(Retd) commended the 
officers and men of the 
MMIA,  Kaduna,  Kog i ,  
Sokoto, and FCT Commands 
as well as DOGI for the 
arrests and seizures. He 
urged them and their 
compatriots across the 
country to intensify their 
drug supply reduction and 
drug demand reduction 
efforts.

Illicit drugs: NDLEA arrests 63 yr- old

A 25-year-old man known 
as Elisha Tari, has disclosed 
why he stoned his two 
children to death in his 
home.
Recall that the Adamawa 

State Police Command 
arrested Elisha for stoning 
two of his children, aged 3 
and 5 years old, to death.
While being paraded on 

Monday,  the  suspec t  
confessed that he has a 
psychological problem and 
was once tied in chains some 
time ago.
“I smoke Indian hemp, 

drink alcohol, and inhale 
snuff. I don't take tramadol 
or any other hard drugs,” he 

said.
Tari explained that an 

attempt to bring his wife and 
the mother of the deceased 
children, who left her 
matrimonial home for two 
months, proved abortive.
On that fateful day, he said 

the deceased children 
approached him while he 
was cooking and he asked 
them “When is our mother 
returning back home?”
He said that he also asked 

them to say “God” but 
instead, they said “fire, and 
kept saying fire, fire, instead 
of God.”
According to him, this 

infuriated him and led him 
to pick stones to hit the 
children.
“I became irritated and 

provoked by their action as 
a result which I picked up 
stones and hit them on their 
heads to death,” Tari added.

I, formerly known as MUSA 
AROMA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as HARUNA 
Y E R I M A .   A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

HARUNA

CHANGE OF NAME

 THE attention of the 
Comptroller General of 
Immigration Isah Jere Idris 
has been drawn to some 
reports  announc ing a 
recruitment exercise into the 
Service. In some of the 
reports, unsuspecting job 
seekers are required to visit 
a certain portal to apply and 
later be directed to a link 
where they would be 
expected to make some 
payments.

These reports including the 
portal are NOT only false but 
are also calculated ploys to 
d e c e i ve  and  de f raud  
unsuspecting job seekers 
into parting away with their 
hard-earned resources. The 
Service is currently NOT 
conducting any recruitment 
exercise and therefore 
members of the public are by 
this notice, enjoined to 
ignore such publications to 
avoid falling into the antics of 
job scammers.

The Comptroller General 
hereby restates that the 
Service has always used all 
the conventional as well as 
its verified social media 
platforms including the 
website to announce any 
recruitment exercise and 

that in such exercises, 
members of the public are 
NEVER required to make any 
payments whatsoever.
4. He therefore, wishes to 
use this medium to call on 
the public to completely 
ignore such spur ious 
publications of recruitment 
exercise into the Service to 

avoid being defrauded by 
unscrupulous and deceitful 
elements out there. He 
assures that deliberate 
efforts are being made to get 
at  those behind such 
fraudulent recrui tment 
activities with a view to 
bringing them before the law.

 – Father

Oni

We aren’t recruiting 
Immigration Service raises alarm

Idris



News

BAUCHI State Commissioner 
of Police, Umar Mamman 
S a n d a  h a s  d e b u n k e d  
insinuations credited to the 
immediate past Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Rt. 
Hon. Yakubu Dogara of alleged 
dereliction of responsibility by 
men and officers of the Bauchi 
Police Command, especially  
concealing information on the 
alleged plan by one of his 
constituents, said to have 
mooted an idea of killing him.

D e s c r i b i n g  D o g a r a ' s  
statement as false, without 
any aorta of truth, the police 
commi ss ioner  sa id  h is  
Command lacks  established 
fact in the alleged plan to kill 
the former Speaker, saying it is 
only a thorough investigation 
that could determine and 
conclusively put to rest the 
orchestrated plan by the 
suspects.

“What initially happened was 
we have got an intelligence 
report that one of our officers is 
trying to sell guns which were 
said to have already been in his 
car. So we went out looking for 
him. When we got him with a 
car and asked who own it, he 
answered that it belongs to 
him, whereas upon search 
guns were found inside”.

The commissioner while 
fielding journalists' questions 
on the matter in Bauchi further 
narrated about the happening. 
“The suspect was asked who 
gave him the guns, and 
answered that he picked it 
from the Command's armoury 
to sell. Are you selling 
Command's guns? And he 
answered in the affirmative, so 
we arrested him.”

Sanda explained that in the 
course of investigations, the 
suspect mentioned his brother 
with whom they were living 
together  in  the  same 
compound who was also 
subsequently arrested. “Upon 
interrogation, the first suspect 
admitted he had contact with 
someone in Tafawa Balewa 
who wanted to buy gun, based 
upon which he picked the guns 
from the Command's armoury. 
We also went and arrested the 
prospective buyer of the guns.

“The prospective guns' buyer 
when questioned about the 
need for the guns' purchase, 
said he was disturbed with the 
incident of December 2021 of 
late Baba Gonto book launch 
during which event his house 
was burnt. He alleged that the 
incident was masterminded by 
some people including Dogara 
and mentioned the names of 
the other persons, and that 
was the reason he was looking 
for gun to kill them”.

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
investigations,  we also 
discovered after auditing the 
armoury that apart from the 
two guns we earlier seized 
from the suspects, some 
weapons in our armoury were 
also missing.  As I'm talking to 
you now, one of our armoury 
staff who retired three years 
ago has also been arrested.” 

CP Umar Sanda further 
explained that it was in the 
c o u r s e  o f  t h o r o u g h  

investigations by the Command 
when suddenly the former 
Speaker wrote to the IGP Alkali 
Baba Usman about the threat 
to his life, accusing the Bauchi 
Police Command of not 
informing him about what has 
been transpiring right from the 
onset.

Dogara said that he has been 
authoritatively informed that 
“One Barau Joel Amos has 
confessed that the reason he 
sought to buy the rifles is to kill 
me  and  th ree  o f  my  
constituents, vis: Bar Istifanus 
Bala Gambar, Rev Markus Musa 
(CAN Chairman, T/Balewa) and 
Emmanuel (Chairman NL, 
T/Balewa)”.

“I find it worrisome that there 
has been no official advice from 
the police relating to this 
credible threat to our lives to 
enable us beef up security 
around us or just to be careful 
about our movements. More 

so, there is a spike in cases of 
kidnappings and killings by 
unknown gunmen especially in 
Lere District of T/Balewa. A 
case in point was the recent 
attack at Boto town where 
some relations of a former 
Governor of the state were 
killed while some were 
abducted”, Dogara said.

Commissioner of Police, Umar 
Sanda said however in the 
Sunday's press interview that 
apart from the allegation of the 
lone suspect, there wasn't any 
collaborative statement from 
any other person or the guns 
purportedly sold to conclude 
that Dogara's life is under any 
threat.

“So it is wrong insinuations 
credited to former speaker 
Dogara against the Bauchi 
Police Command that its 
operatives were not up and 
doing, particularly on this case 
of threat to his life. 

Following recommendations 

arising from discoveries by Kogi 

High Court's Council of Judges' 

subcommittee on Repositioning 

and Supervising the Directorate 

of Personnel Management of 

the Court, the Acting Chief 

Judge of Kogi State, Hon. 

Justice Josiah Joe Majebi, has 

pledged to implement the 

recommendations of the 

committee without delay.

 T h e  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  

recommended the termination 

of the employment of staff 

employed into the system 

through a process it described 

as an “abnormality”.

  Members of the committee 

who were received by the 

Acting Chief Judge in his office 

at the High Court of Justice 

headquarters in Lokoja stated 

in their report that names of 

persons on the pay roll of the 

High Court were not found on 

the court's nominal roll 

(register).

  The committee stated that the 

numbers of employed staff 

within the period of January 

2021 to June 2022, falls within 

the period of its terms of 

reference.

 “After a careful check of the 

names of newly employed staff 

from January 2021 to June 

2022, the staff disposition list 

and payroll, it was discovered 

that some of the names on the 

payroll could not be found on 

the staff disposition list of the 

courts and other departments.

 “Therefore, it is an indication 

that though their names are on 

the pay roll but they do not 

have duty stations and do not 

wo rk  anywhe re  i n  t he  

Inspectorate offices” stated the 

committee in its interim report.

  The four man committee 

which also comprised a Deputy 

Director in the Directorate, Mr. 

Paul B. Egwu, as member also 

has the Acting DPM/DCR of the 

High Court, Ezema A. Beatrice 

Esq., as its Secretary.
 According to the Chairman of 
the committee, Hon. Justice 
Umar, who had earl ier 
appreciated the Chief Judge 
for deploying his experience in 
carving out a vision that will 
strengthen and restore the 
integrity of the judiciary, he 
said as supervisors of the 
Directorate of Personnel 
Management, the committee 
ensured that they aligned with 
the CJ's vision and in doing 
that a lot of things were 
unraveled.
 He said since their focus was 
from January 2021 to June 
2022, they relied upon the 
report of the Committee on 
Staff Verification of the High 
Court of Justice submitted in 
December, 2020 to appraise 
the entire workforce of the 
High Court shortly after the 
unfortunate demise of the late 

Chief Judge, Hon. Justice 
Na s i r u  A j anah ,  wh i c h  
“changed everything in the 
system”.
 H e  s a i d  s u b s e q u e n t  
administrations, not minding 
the finances of the judiciary, 
threw the organization into 
what led to agitations for 
implementation of promotions 
and minimum wage by 
judiciary workers.
 He said the committee 
realized that the agitations 
were not unconnected with 
the “astronomical rise” in the 
High Court workforce within 
this period and decided to be 
rightly guided.
 “If doing the right thing has 
any negative effect on some 
individuals such action cannot 
be faulted so long as the 
decis ion and act ion is 
beneficial to the system and it 
is sustainable for both the 
staff of the organization and 
the overall administration of 
j u s t i c e  i t s e l f .

CJ to implement committee's recommendation

 on staff employment
From AMEDU JOSEPH, LokojaBauchi police debunk

 insinuations
From ABBAS GUNGURA, Bauchi
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THE Nigeria Association of 
Women Journalists (NAWOJ) 
has raised an alarm over the 
insensit ive  and brutal  
treatment given to one of its 
members, demanding the 
immediate  arrest  and  
prosecution of her ex-
husband in Adamawa State 
recently.

This was contained in a 
press statement signed by 
NAWOJ's President, Ladi Bala, 
and made available to THE 
NIGERIA STANDARD in Jos, 

Member's assault: NAWOJ demands ex-husband’s arrest, prosecution
By EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Dogara

Ariwoola

the Plateau State capital 
yesterday following report of 
physical and domestic 
violence against women by 
their spouses.

The statement stated that, 
"the Nigeria Union of Women 
Journalists (NAWOJ) has 
noted with concern, the 
alarming spikes in the cases 
of physical and domestic 
violence against women by 
their spouses. The ugly 
development is becoming 
worrisome, reprehensible, 

dastardly  thus,  total ly  
unacceptable .

 "It is particularly worrisome 
to note that in the month of 
August 2022 alone, there were 
three documented cases of 
wife battery that inflicted 
serious physical injuries, 
mental torture, dehumanised 
sanctity and dignity of victims 
by their husbands in the 
country. One of the sad cases, 
is confirmed dead from the 
alleged  unfortunate violence.

 "These cases include that of 
a Local Government Transition 
Committee Chairman of Nnewi 
North of Anambra State, who 
is being accused of committing 
violence against his wife that  
led to her untimely death. 
Thankfully, the culprit has 
been suspended from office by 
the  Anambra State Governor 
and apprehended by the 
police", it stated.

The President also observed 
with serious concern the 
alleged case of a man along 
with his side female lover who 
macheted his wife in River 
State but, now cooling off in 
police net at Elele in Rivers 
State,

"The most recent being the 
case of a female journalist, a 
mother of three working with 
the Adamawa Broadcasting 

Corporation (ABC)  Yola, 
Nafessah Vandi.

 "She was beaten to a point 
of stupor by her estranged 
husband, who inflicted various 
degree of injuries including 
dislocation of one of her 
hands. The painful irony 
reveals that the wife beater, 
one  Ibrah im A l iyu ,  a  
dismissed staff of PHCN has 
not been living up to his 
responsibility of fending for 
his family as he totally 
abdicated such to his wife that 
turned his victim.

 "Painfully but, curiously, is 
the fact that he resolved to 
brutalise the wife few minutes 
after issuing her with a divorce 
letter as a parting gift. This 
dehumanising development 
must not be condoled and 
tolerated by any sane and 
c iv i l i sed  soc iety,"  she  
narrated.

  Bala, described as 
disheartening the ongoing  
sensitization campaign on 
sexual and gender based 
v i o l e n c e  a s i d e  t h e  
domestication of the VAPP 
laws in many states of Nigeria, 
some brute men were still in 
the habit of beating their 
wives and treating them as 
slaves and not partners by 
inflicting injuries on them.

 She stressed that these 

cases shall not be allowed to 
slide away and called on the 
Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) and the Commissioner 
of Police in Adamawa State, to 
fish out the perpetrator of this 
heinous and barbaric act 
against a female Journalist,  
Nafessa and bring him to 
book.

"Ibrahim Aliyu must be 
made to face the full wrath of 
the law to serve as deterrent 
to his like minds from ever 
contemplating such an 
unacceptable and criminal 
act.The fundamental  rights 
and dignity of women must be 
upheld and respected by all at 
all times. No spouse deserves 
to  be  b ruta l i sed  and  
dehumanised in the guise of 
provocation  of any form or 
reason", the President 
warned.
  Meanwhile,  NAWOJ has 
equally called on faith based  
Organisations, human rights 
activists as well as relevant 
N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l  
Organisations (NGOs) to rise 
to the occasion and speak out 
against such societal ills in the 
country . She noted that an 
injury to one is  injury to 
all.There can never be 
justification for violence 
against a spouse or any 
human being".

Bala
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ASUU sets date to call off strike
The Academic Staff Union of 

Universities (ASUU) will on 
Sunday meet in order to 
decide whether to call off the 
ongoing strike or continue with 
the industrial action.

Sources among the union's 
National Executive Council 
( N E C )  m e m b e r s  t o l d  
Journalists on Monday that the 

meeting will hold at the 
u n i o n ' s  n a t i o n a l  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  t h e  
University of Abuja.

It was gathered that the 
council will take a decision on 
the industrial action based on 
reports from the various 
state congresses.

“The NEC meeting will hold 
on August 28. The four weeks 

ultimatum that we gave is 
expiring that same day. We 
will be making our decisions 
based on the results of the 
state congresses.

“The NEC has to depend on 
the result of the congresses. 
The zones have held their own 
congresses; the branch 
chairmen will also talk to their 
members and they will get 
feedback which will be 
transmitted to the NEC,” one 

T H E  H i n a - G a n a  
Foundation, a Humanitarian 
based Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) has 
assisted 100 indigent 
pregnant women from four 
area councils in the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT) with 
birth kits.

Its Founder, Hajiya Hadiza 
G a n a  M o h a m m e d ,  
distributed the items to the 
beneficiaries on Monday, 
during the launch of the 
Foundation's maiden edition 
of “Birth a Child Programme 
” which held at Atlas Hotel, 
Gwagwalada, Abuja.

According to her, the “Birth 
a Child Programme” was 
conceived to prevent deaths 
of innocent babies during 
delivery, saying that some 
women cannot afford basic 
k i t s  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  
endanger the babies and 
themselves.

“We noticed that most of 
this women doesn't have the 
basic necessities to give 
birth to a child so this is a 
show of love to the innocent 
child.

“We take care of street 
children and try to ensure 
they are enrolled into school 
to get some education but 
during one of my outreaches 
i n  K a i d a  v i l l a g e ,  
Gwagwalada, I witnessed a 
pregnant woman who died in 
my presence while trying to 
birth a child.

“During the delivery there 
was nothing like hand gloves 
or pads not a single delivery 
kit and it was from that day I 
decided that I was going to 
involve pregnant women 
because no woman deserves 
to die while giving birth,” she 
explained.

T h e  b i r t h  a  c h i l d  
Programme will be an annual 
project and we will do our 
best to help those really in 
need. For this particular 

ma i den  ed i t i o n ,  we  
selected women from 
Kwali, Gwagwalada, Zuba, 
area councils.

In his remarks, the 
Founder of  Soulbrax 
W o m e n  a n d  Y o u t h  
Empowerment Initiative, 
Hono rab l e  Su l e iman  
Ibrahim Barde Kutunku, 
lauded the Programme 
calling on everyone to have 
Humanitarian attitude to 
make our country a better 
place.

“If there is genuine love 
we won't have crises in the 
country. “Most times 
women have high blood 
pressure because they 
don't have delivery items 
and they know they will be 
h a r a s s e d  b u t  H i n a  
Foundation has settled that 
problem in her own 
capacity and it's very 
c o m m e n d a b l e  a n d  
deserves all the support to 

cater for needs of more poor 
pregnant women,” he said.

One of the beneficiaries 
Alonge Esther, a residence of 
Dukpa village Gwagwalada, 
said most pregnant women 
in rural areas can't afford 
delivery kits so they end up 
giving birth at home,  adding 
that the items will go a long 
way in reducing delivery cost 
for her and other pregnant 
women.

Foundation empowers 
indigent pregnant women 

A 22-year old Student, Umar 
Farouk, was on Tuesday 
sentenced to six months 
imprisonment at a Kado 
Grade 1 Area Court Abuja, for 
stealing two laptops worth 
N325,000.

Farouk of Jahi Abuja, who 
pleaded guilty to the charges 
of criminal trespass and theft, 
however, prayed the court to 
temper justice with mercy 
and be lenient with him.

“Yes I committed the 
offence, the economy has 
been really difficult especially 
with the ongoing strike and I 
regret my actions; I ask that 
the court have mercy on me,'' 
the convict said.

Delivering judgment, the 
A r e a  C o u r t  J u d g e ,  
Mohammed Wakili Justice, 
convicted and sentenced him 
following his admission of the 
offence.

Justice said the court found 
the defendant guilty of the 
offence, in line with his plea 
for mercy.

“Farouk is hereby sentenced 
to six months imprisonment 
with an option to pay N10, 
000 fine,'' Wakili pronounced.

He ruled that the sentence 
would serve as a deterrent to 
those with similar intentions, 
adding that cases of theft 
were becoming rampant in 
the society.

The Area Court Judge 
advised the convict to be of 
good behaviour by using his 
talent as an IT student to take 
care of himself and avoid 
committing crime in future.

Ealier, the prosecution 
counsel, Mr Edwin Ochayi, 
said Mr Sadiq Aroke of Lugbe 
Abuja, also the Manager of 
Prized Photos Jabi Shoprite, 

reported the matter at Life 
Camp Police station on July 
27.

Ochayi told the court that 
the convict had committed 
the offences at 8:50 p.m. on 
April 5, at Prized Photos Jabi 
Shoprite, Abuja.

According to him, the 
convict entered into the photo 
shop at Jabi shoprite and 
complained that the ATM 
m a c h i n e  i n  t h e  m a l l  
swallowed his ATM card.

He said while at the shop, 
Farouk tactically picked the 

office keys, which gave him 
access into the photo studio 
where he stole two HP 
laptops, one valued at 
N225,000 and the other 
N100,000.

The counsel further said 
the convict ran to an 
unknown destination, not 
knowing the CCTV camera 
captured him, saying during 
police investigation on July 
27, Farouk was arrested.

The offence, Ochayi said, 
contravened the provisions 
of the Penal Code Law.

Student jailed 6 months 
for stealing laptops 

of the sources said.
When asked if the union 

will consider calling off the 
strike, the source asked, 
“Does it look like the 
government wants to end 
the strike?”

Confirming the date of 
the NEC meeting, the 
chairperson, ASUU, Federal 
University of Technology, 
M inna,  Dr  Gbo lahan 
Bolarin, simply said, “Yes, 
Sunday.”

Northern Socio-Economic 
Recovery Team (NSERT), a 
civil society organisation, 
h a s  b e r a t e d  t h e  
Amalgamated Arewa Youth 
Groups for accusing the 
Chief of Defence Staff, Gen. 
Lucky Irabor of romancing 
with Niger Delta militants.

NSERT Convener, Yusuf 

Gidado and its Secretary, 
Danladi Goni, stated on 
Tuesday in Abuja that the 
youth group was also 
wrong to have accused 
Irabor of militarising other 
zones, but the Niger Delta 
region.

The Arewa Youth Groups 

made the al legations 
against Irabor during a 
protest to NNPC Ltd.

The protest was to 
demand the termination of 
a pipel ine protect ion 
contract awarded by the 
Federal Government to 
former militant leader, Mr 
Government Ekpemupolo 
(Tompolo).

NSERT described the 
youth group as misguided 
and ungrateful.

It stated that they were 
likely being backed by those 
e n g a g i n g  i n  i l l e g a l  
b u n k e r i n g  o r  t h o s e  
benef i t t ing f rom the 
security challenges in the 
northern part of Nigeria.

“As stakeholders who are 
monitoring developments 
in our region, we are 
appalled by those wild and 
unsubstantiated allegations 
against the military and the 
Chief of Defence Staff 
(CDS).

“ T h e y  s h o u l d  t e l l  
Nigerians the linkage 
between pipeline protection 

contract awarded by the 
Ministry of Petroleum and 
the Armed Forces of Nigeria.

“The CDS since his 
appointment has visited the 
Niger Delta several times 
and intensified the fight 
against illegal oil bunkering 
which has saved the country 
hundreds of billions of 
naira,'' NSERT stated.

It noted that the synergy 
being promoted by the 
defence chief had ensured 
that bandits and terrorist 
groups in the northern 
region were constantly 
under fire leading to mass 
surrender.

It urged the youth group 
that protested to NNPC to 
realise that it would take 
Nigeria decades to recover 
f r o m  b a n d i t r y  a n d  
i nsu rgency  tha t  had  
plagued the region.

“We are beginning to think 
they are being sponsored by 
those who are angry with 
on-going successful military 
operations in the northern 
region,'' NSERT stressed. 

CSO tackles youth group over Niger Delta romance
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IT happened about four 
years after Leon Edwards 
moved to England. 

He, his mum and little 
brother had said their 
goodbyes in Jamaica and 
come to Birmingham to start 
a new life. 

They'd left their old home 
behind - a one-room wooden 
shack with a zinc roof in a 
poor part of Kingston where 
"hearing gunshots was 
normal".

Edwards had his own room 
now. That's where he was 
when the phone rang one 
night at 2am in October 
2004, aged 13. 

The boys' father had been 
the first to come over to 
England from Kingston. He'd 
sent for them to follow, but 
they didn't live together. 

Edwards' mum picked up 
the phone. He could soon 
hear her crying. 

"I knew what he was 
involved in, so I knew 
eventually something would 
happen to my dad," Edwards 
says. 

"When it's a late phone call 
you know it's something bad. 
It was a traumatic situation. 
It wasn't like he died in his 
sleep - he got murdered.

"It was like a spiral effect; it 
definitely made me more 
angry and more willing to 
partake in that life. It pushed 
me into a life of crime." 

Edwards, now aged 30, still 
does not know the full story 
behind his father's death, just 
that he was shot and killed at 
a nightclub, over "something 
to do with money". He'd been 
involved in gang crime back 
in Kingston and, growing up, 
Edwards often found himself 
exposed to its dangers.

Over the next few years - 
the "darkest" of his life - 
Edwards too was increasingly 
drawn into the world of gang 
violence in Birmingham. 

But he would get out, 
forging a path in MMA against 
t h e  o d d s  w h i c h  h a s  
culminated in him winning 
the sport's biggest prize - a 
UFC world title.

Edwards was born and grew 
up in a small neighbourhood 
in Kingston, Jamaica with his 
mum, dad and younger 
brother, Fabian.

He would play football with 
his friends, build and fly kites 
in the Caribbean breeze and 
climb trees to pick mangoes.

But there was also a 
dangerous side to life - one 
Edwards says he could not 
imagine his own children 
having to experience.

Edwards' father was the 
leader of a local gang. He was 
known as The General. 
Edwards was so often exposed 
to gun violence in his 
neighbourhood that he 
became desensitised to it.

"There were shootouts 
around me," he says.

"You had to run and hide. It's 
weird because you kind of get 
used to it, living in this mad 
warzone, you know? I've got a 
son now who's nine and I 
couldn't imagine him in that 
environment. 

"But at the time you hear 
gunshots. You're like 'OK, no-
one got hit and no-one died', 
so you're back out playing 
again. It just becomes 
normal."

By this point, when Edwards 
was nine, his parents had 
separated and his father was 
already living in London while 
still helping to take financial 
care of the family from 
abroad.

His father's decision to move 
the rest of the family over to 
the UK - to Aston in 
Birmingham - was supposed 
to represent a new beginning. 
Edwards found it difficult from 
the start.

"You don't want to move 
because all your friends are in 
Jamaica. You don't want to 
leave them, and at the time I 
was upset," he says. 

"You're also an immigrant 
coming to a new country, but 
it's still better than worrying 
about getting shot by a stray 
bullet or whatever."

Edwards recalls getting into 
fights with the other kids at 
school, who would pick on him 
because of his Jamaican 
accent.

His willingness to fight is 
where his nickname 'Rocky' 
comes from - a reference to 
the boxer from the movie that 
still endures.

Soon things would take an 
even more troubling turn.

"There was a big gang thing 
at the time in Birmingham, the 
Johnsons and the Burger 
Bars," Edwards says.

"They were rivals and 
violence constantly broke out 
between both sides.

"I got involved from school. 
Obviously you're in the same 
neighbourhood and you go to 
the same school [as the gang 
members]. 

"The older guys, the 

younger brothers, all at the 
same school, and you get 
used to hanging around with 
them and it just trickles into 
that." 

Edwards was 13 when he 
learned of the death of his 
father. He says it was a tipping 
point that pushed him further 
into that life. 

"I had a shorter temper, I 
was more angry and I ended 
up in more fights," he says.

"There were a few things I 
did during this time that I truly 
regret. It's hard to believe it 
was me who did it. I don't like 
talking about it.

"I've been in situations 
where, I wouldn't say I feared 
for  my l i fe ,  but  l i fe-
threatening situations. We did 
what all gangs do. Sell drugs, 
there  were  robber ies ,  
shootings and stabbings.

"I was arrested a few times, 
for fights and having a knife. 
My mum had to come to the 
police station many times to 
get me out. 

"I knew what I was doing 
was breaking her heart, but I 
just kept doing it because 
your friends are doing it and 
as a teenager you're just 
involved.

"At the time your brain is so 
diluted and so focused you 
think this is life, and this is 
your world. You can't see 
outside of it."

One day, at the age of 17, 
when Edwards was walking to 
the bus stop with his mother, 
she spotted a gym above a 
DVD rental store offering 
training in mixed martial arts. 

Edwards joined. He hadn't 
even heard of MMA before. His 
perception of fighting was so 
skewed by gang culture that 
the idea of a fair fight, played 
out in a competitive, sporting 
context, felt alien to him.

"It was odd because at the 
time I used to think that 
fighting was, not weird, but 
I'd never straight nose [have 

a fair fight with] somebody, 
you know?" he says.

"[Gangs] are more likely to 
stab you. That was the 
mentality."

After attending a few 
classes, Edwards' coaches 
told him he had a natural 
talent. 

He soon started winning 
awards, and the positive 
reaction he got from his 
mother pushed him to achieve 
even more.

"I could see my mum was 
proud of me, when I was 
bringing home trophies and 
that, and that's what kept me 
at it," Edwards says.

"If you did something 
negative [in gangs], everyone 
supports you, then if you do 
something good I realised you 
get the same praise, so I was 
thinking 'well I might as well 
do good then'. 

"I was thinking I should 
enjoy my life and not have to 
look behind my back at people 
trying to stab me, see the 
world - and that's what I did. I 
put all my energy into training 
at 17 and just never looked 
back."

At the age of 18 Edwards 
made his amateur debut, 
which he won by submission, 
with a victorious professional 
bow coming just over a year 

later.
By the age of 23 he'd 

signed with the UFC, where 
he has 12 wins from 15 
fights.

He hasn't suffered defeat 
since losing against current 
pound-for-pound number 
one Kamaru Usman seven 
years ago - the same 
opponent he beat for the 
welterweight title at UFC 278 
in Salt Lake City, Utah on 
Saturday.

In doing so he became 
Britain's first champion since 
Michael Bisping in 2016, and 
only the second in UFC 
history.

Edwards has always been 
reserved when talking about 
his story. Unlike a selection 
of other fighters, he has 
n e ve r  emb rac ed  t h e  
'gangster' narrative.

Instead he recognises the 
p o w e r  b e h i n d  h i s  
remarkable transition - and 
wants to help others who are 
looking for change. He 
credits sport with potentially 
saving his life. 

"I didn't want to glorify it, I 
didn't want to come across 
as this gangster," he says.

"I wanted to be a better 
person than my story was. 
The more my profile grows, 
the more I succeed, the 
more I want to help other 
people. I want to show 
people now it's not where 
you start, it's where you 
finish.

"In the UK, knife crime is 
such a big thing, I've lost 
friends to it, been involved 
with it, so if I can go back 
and help someone and show 
them a different path, I'm 
willing to do that. 

"One of my friends, he 
went to prison, got stabbed 
and died. Some of them 
have made good and work 
and stuff, but most of them 
are still doing what they're 
doing. 

"So yeah, I take it from 
that - [without MMA] I'd 
either be in prison, dead or 
working a 9-5.

"I'm 100% relieved. Not 
just me but my family too, 
you know. It would be sad 
for my mum to have a 
husband that got killed and 
then a son that got killed.

"I always had a feeling I 
could be better and there 
was more to life, but I didn't 
know how to get it. There 
was nobody around me with 
a blueprint to success so I 
didn't know how to achieve 
it.

"That's what I'm saying: if 
I do it - if I become champion 
- it shows everyone else 
what's possible, too.”

Edwards: UFC fighter's rise, escapes ‘darkest years’

Usman, 35, and Edwards at a press conference before their 20 August fight Edwards has won 12 of his 15 UFC bouts

Edwards says he wants to inspire others to transform their lives
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Briton Leon Edwards pulled 
off a fifth-round head-kick 
knockout out of nowhere to 
dethrone Nigeria's Kamaru 
Usman and win the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship (UFC) 
welterweight title at UFC 278.

The win for Edwards at the 
Vivint Arena in Salt Lake City, 
U. S. on Saturday was one of 
the greatest comebacks in 
mixed martial arts history.

The 30-year-old Jamaican-
born British fighter looked to 
be headed for a defeat on the 
judges' scorecards.

But then faked a jab with his 
left hand and then landed a 
left-foot kick to the head that 
sparked the 35-year-old 
Nigerian to claim the belt.

“They all doubted me, they 
all said I couldn't do it – look at 
me now!” Edwards roared in 
his post-fight interview in the 
cage.

Edwards is only the second 
British fighter to hold a UFC 
title, following in the footsteps 
of Michael Bisping, who won 
the middleweight tile in 2016.

On a streak of 15 wins in the 
UFC coming into the bout, 
Usman struggled in the first 

round.
Edwards, whom he beat in 

their only previous meeting in 
2015, shocked him by taking 
him down to the mat for the 
first time in his UFC career.

Edwards threatened to finish 
the fight with a rear naked 
choke but Usman, who was 
making his sixth title defence, 
survived.

He came roaring back in the 
second round as Edwards 
appeared to stumble early on.

The 35-year-old Usman then 
returned to the kind of 
suffocating wrestling that has 

been the bedrock of his 
fighting style since he turned 
pro in 2012.

He backed his opponent up 
to the fence and took him 
down at will.

He dominated Edwards and 
looked like he would retain the 
belt again until the challenger 
starched him with that kick 
with just 56 seconds left in the 
fight.

“I'm from the trenches, I'm 
built like this, I battle until the 
battle is done. I've been down 
my whole life, and look at me 
now!” an elated Edwards said.

Edwards stuns Usman to
 win UFC welterweight title

A "historic" heavyweight 
unification fight between 
Tyson Fury and Oleksandr 
Usyk "will be made", says the 
Briton's promoter Frank 
Warren.

Ukrainian Usyk retained his 
WBA, WBO and IBF titles with 
a split-decision win over 
Anthony Joshua on Saturday.

This month WBC champion 
Fury said he would stay 
retired. After Usyk's win he 
said he "would annihilate them 
- get your cheque book out".

"He and Usyk would be a 
really good fight," Warren told 
BBC Radio 5 Live.

"It's a fight that I think will be 
made because both teams 
would like to see that happen."

Britain's Lennox Lewis was 
t h e  l a s t  u n d i s p u t e d  
heavyweight champion after 
beating Evander Holyfield in 
1999.

Since 2007 the undisputed 
heavyweight championship 
has included the WBO title, 
and there has never been a 
fight where all four belts were 
on the line.

Fury remains unbeaten after 
33 fights. After extending his 
unbeaten record to 20-0, Usyk 
said: "If I'm not fighting Tyson 
Fury, I'm not fighting at all."

Warren said: "Usyk said after 

the fight that it's the only fight 
he's interested in, and it's 
certainly the same case with 
Tyson.

"It's just a matter of where it 
will generate the most income 
because it's a unique fight, a 
historic fight.

"It's the first time for God 
knows how long that the four 
belts are on the line. Both 
fighters are undefeated. The 
whole world of boxing will be 
captivated by this fight."

In failing to reclaim the titles 
he lost to Usyk in September 

2021, Briton Joshua suffered a 
third defeat in his past five 
fights.

Although Joshua has now 
lost his belts, Warren said an 
all-British clash between Fury 
and Joshua could still happen 
"down the road maybe".

He said: "If AJ manages to 
get a couple of wins under his 
belt - and I believe Tyson will 
beat Usyk - that may be a fight 
to be made.

"But AJ's got to re-establish 
himself before you can even 
think about fights like that.”

Fury v Usyk unification fight 
'will be made' - Frank Warren

ON August 21, 2019, Chief 
Sunday Akin Dare was 
assigned const i tut ional  
portfolio of the ministry of 
Y o u t h  a n d  S p o r t s  
Development to oversee.

As the Sports Minister 
marks his three years in office 
today, August 21, 2022, the 
P r e s i d e n t ,  N i g e r i a  
Weightlifting Federation, 
NWF, Dr Abdul Ibrahim has 
joined millions of Nigeria 
sports fraternity to celebrate 
a man that has great passion 
for his works

In a statement issued in 
Abuja and personally signed 
by the Weightlifting boss, Dr 
Abdul lauded the many giant 
strides sports have recorded 
under the minister for the 
past three years noting that 
he  has  demons t ra t ed  
leadership credibility and 
sanguine personality in 
overseeing the affairs of 
sports in the country which 
have fetched her laurels 
globally.

“The Sports Minister, Chief 

Sunday Akin Dare, is one of the 
best ministers in the history of 
sports in this country. You can 
see from the outcome of the 
Commonwealth Games, in 
collaboration with the Nigeria 
Olympic Committee, NOC, that 
we have not achieved such feat 
as we recorded in Birmingham 
for a very long time.

“When he came into office, he 
was able to get things done. 
There are people who have 
grace and this minister has 
grace. He does not only believe 
in God, he also puts team work 
and every apparatus in place to 
achieve what he wants.

“The last three years have 
been historic in our sports. He 
has demonstrated pragmatic 
leadership in turning around 
our fortunes in sports. His 
leadership credibility and 
capacities are endearing.

 “However, there are teething 
problems here and there but 
that is expected in a large 
family as we have in sports. He 
has been able to find solutions 
to l ingering issues and 

repositioned Nigeria sports on 
the path for greater glory.

“He has a dream of what he 
wants to accomplish and he is 
gradually getting towards the 
end of it; he has done very 
well.”

Chief Sunday Akin Dare's 
achievements and successes 
in Nigeria sports in the last 
three years are legendary.

After assuming office on 
21st August, 2019, Chief 
Dare's first major assignment 
was participation in that years 
Africa Games in Morocco 
where Team Nigeria came 
second in the overall table 
with 127 medals.

D e s p i t e  t h e  g l o b a l  
coronavirus pandemic that 
disrupted socio-economic 
activities occasioned by 
months of national lockdown 
in the year 2020, the Minister 
rose above the wind to 
galvernise support for Nigeria 
sports. He ensured the 
hosting of the 2020 National 
sports Festival, NSF in Edo 
which held in 2021 after 

several postponements due to 
COVID-19 as well as the 
National Youth Games in 
Illorin.

Sports Minister with three Nigerian weightlifters who 
won medals at the 2022 Commonwealth Games in 
Birmingham, England 

Finishing with the most men's 
Grand Slam singles titles is Novak 
Djokovic's ultimate career goal.

The Serb won his 21st major title 
with victory at Wimbledon in July, 
leaving him one behind Rafael 
Nadal's all-time men's record.

But Djokovic's decision not to be 
vaccinated against Covid-19 has 
meant he has missed opportunities 
this year to add to his haul.

The nine-time Australian Open 
champion was unable to play in 
Melbourne and could also be 
missing at the US Open, although 
the 35-year-old recently said he 
had his "fingers crossed" he will be 
in the draw when the Grand Slam 
starts on 29 August.

Djokovic, who was still on the US 
Open entry list on Monday, has not 
been vaccinated against Covid-19 
and since October 2021 the United 
States has not allowed non-
vaccinated visitors to enter the 
country.

The US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), 
which is the nation's health 
protection agency, demands a 
non-US citizen must "show proof of 
being fully vaccinated against 
Covid-19" before travelling by air 
from a foreign country.

The ruling stopped Djokovic from 
playing ATP Masters 1000 events 
at Indian Wells and Miami in March 
and April, along with last week's 
Cincinnati Open.

He was also not allowed to play 
at the Rogers Cup in Montreal - 
another Masters event that took 
place this month - because of 
Canada's ban on unvaccinated 
visitors.

Watch: Novak Djokovic gave an 
exclusive interview to the BBC's 
Amol Rajan in February

In February, Djokovic told the 
BBC "the principles of decision 
making on my body are more 
important than any title or 
anything else", but added he was 
keeping an open mind about being 
vaccinated in the future.

When asked by a reporter at 
Wimbledon in June whether he had 
dismissed the option of getting a 
jab in order to compete in the 
United States, he replied: "Yes.”

The CDC relaxed some of its 
Covid-19 restrictions on 11 
August, including bringing some 
rules for unvaccinated US citizens 
into line with those who are 
vaccinated. 

When announcing the changes, 
the CDC said it would also "work to 
align stand-alone guidance 

where the details of vaccination 
proof for visitors are outlined - 
says it is "reviewing this page to 
align with updated guidance".

These factors have raised the 
hopes of Djokovic fans - and 
perhaps the player - that travel 
restrictions for unvaccinated 
visitors will be eased before the 
US Open begins.

Many people have questioned 
the scientific rationale behind not 
letting Djokovic enter the US, 
particularly since the CDC's rules - 
which a l low unvacc inated 
Americans to travel overseas - 
were updated.

But with a week to go until the 
Grand Slam tournament begins, 
there has been no further 
movement and time is running out 
for Djokovic.

Almost 50,000 people have 
signed a petition asking for 
Djokovic to be allowed to play, 
with the world number six 
thanking fans for their support 
shortly after its creation.

"I am preparing as if I will be 
allowed to compete, while I await 

to hear if there is any room for me 
to travel to the US. Fingers 
crossed," he added in a social 
media post on 30 July.

Djokovic has long admitted he 
did not want to be vaccinated and 
told the BBC in February he was 
willing to sacrifice playing in the 
biggest tournaments to stick to his 
principles.

That came a few weeks after he 
was deported from Australia 
following a dramatic and high-
profile court case about the validity 
of his visa to enter the country.

Asked why he did not want to be 
vaccinated, Djokovic said he was 
trying to be "in tune" with his body 
as much as he could be.

Djokovic said he had "always 
been a great student of wellness, 
wellbeing, health and nutrition" 
and his decision had been partly 
influenced by the positive impact 
factors such as changing his diet 
and his sleeping patterns had had 
on his abilities as an athlete.

But he insisted he was "never 
against vaccination".

Not being vaccinated did not 
prevent Djokovic playing at the 
French Open or Wimbledon and, 
with most countries which host 
ATP events having now relaxed 
rules, the US Open could be one of 
the last events where this is an 
issue for the former world number 
one.

Will Novak Djokovic be able to play in US?

Djokovic is a three-time US Open champion, but lost in 
last year's final to Russia's Daniil Medvedev

Weightlifting President lauds Dare's pragmatic sports development

Usyk 

Edwards’ kick knocks Usman out
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THE Niger ia  Footba l l  
Federation, NFF has blamed 
the exit of Nigeria's female U-
20 footbal l  team, the 
Falconets from the ongoing 
2022 FIFA U-20 Women's 
World Cup in Costa Rica on 
“litany of factors” including 
bad refereeing and poor 
f i n i s h i n g ,  
Bestchoicesports.com.ng can 
report. 

The Falconets who were 
optimistic of a semi-final 
berth succumbed to a two 
first-half goals by the 
Europeans and got their 
already flourishing campaign 
punctured.

In a release after the match 
signed by its head of 
communication, Ademola 
Olajire, the federation noted 
that poor finishing, hard luck 
as well as unfavorable 
decisions by the Costa Rican 
official Marianela Araya saw 
the Nigeria U-20 bow out of 
the tournament

“A l i tany of  factors,  
including poor finishing, hard 
luck and dodgy officiating by 
Costa Rican official Marianela 
Araya saw the Nigeria U20 
girls bow out of the FIFA U20 
Women's World Cup with a 
two-goal defeat by The 
Netherlands in their quarter-
final match in Alajuela,” NFF 
said.

“Flourish Sabastine, who 
scored Nigeria's three-point 
winner against France in the 
opening match of Group C, 
was cynically stopped in the 
Dutch's box in the 7th minute, 
but just as she did all night, 
A r a y a  l o o k e d  a w a y  
unimpressed,” the NFF said.

Four minutes later, the 
Dutch were ahead, when Zera 
Hulswit rammed a perfect 
dipping shot beyond Omini 
Oyono as the conquerors of 
USA pulled away on the 
counter-attack.

In the 15th minute,  
Sabastine again pulled away 
and let fly, but the ball was 
tipped away by impressive 
goal-tender Claire Dinkla

On the half-hour, Nigeria 
nearly got the leveller that 
their endeavour deserved 
when Deborah Abiodun 
seized the ball as the Dutch 
defence fell into confusion, 
but her own dipping shot from 
25 metres rocked the 
crossbar and was then tipped 

away from the head of 
Chiamaka Okwuchukwu.

Only three minutes later, the 
deficit doubled against 
Nigeria, when the Dutch 
broke through the right once 
more, and with captain 
Oluwatosin Demehin and 
Omowumi Oshobukola in a 
fumble, Ziva Henry bundled 
the ball past Oyono.

Substitute Joy Jerry came 
close to pulling one back when 
her head met the ball from 
Rofiat Imuran's cross in the 
62nd minute, but the ball 
floated away.

S a b a s t i n e ,  f o r e v e r  
unstoppable, was hacked 

severally in the Dutch penalty 
area as she darted in 
whenever she had the ball, 
but Araya saw no reason to 
award a penalty kick to 
Nigeria.

The federation further noted 
that “In the second minute of 
added time, a Dutch defender 
handled the ball in the box as 
Nigeria poured forward. But 
after consulting the Video 
Assistant Referee, Araya 
overturned her own decision 
to award a penalty kick.”

T h e  “ d e f e a t  m e a n t  
elimination for a team that 
had won all three group phase 
matches, scoring five goals 
and conceding only one.”

NFF blames Falconets elimination
 on poor officiating, finishing

Nigeria and Algeria are set 
to meet in a friendly 
encounter at the New 
Stadium in Iran, Algeria, on 
September 27.
The two African giants were 
at the last Africa Cup of 
Nations in Cameroon, where 
t h e  D e s e r t  F o x e s  
relinquished the trophy they 
won at the 2019 edition.
The Super Eagles also 
ended the tournament in 
disappointment, exiting at 
the first knockout stage 
despite winning all their 
three group matches.
Coach Jose Peseiro's men 
will next do battle against an 
Algerian team that has won 
four of five games since that 
Afcon debacle, beating Uganda, Tanzania, and Iran.

The only defeat they 

suffered to Cameroon, 
though, cost them a ticket 
to the FIFA World Cup to be 
held in Qatar in November.
“Best striker we have! “ - 
Nottingham Forest fans ask 
Taiwo Awoniyi for 20 goals
The Nigerian forward 
scored a historic first on his 
full Premier League debut 
and on The Reds' return to 
the top flight after more 
than two decades It took 
Nottingham Forest 23 years 
to get back to the top flight 
and their promotion had an 
element of fate to it. 
Despite being in the lower 
rungs of the Championship 
table in...

Super Eagles to face dethroned African champions

September friendly: 

Two of Africa's most successful football teams are
 looking to stay competitive after missing 
football's biggest fiesta later in the year

VICTOR Osimhen has 
provided the reason behind 
his unpleasant disposition 
after he was replaced in the 

closing stages of Napoli's 
Serie A clash with newly 
promoted Monza on Sunday 
evening.

Osimhen scored for the 
second game in a row as 
Napol i  handed a 4-0 
thrashing to the Serie A new 

boys.
With barely six minutes 

left on the clock, Napoli 
manager Luciano Spalletti 
subst i tuted Os imhen,  
sending Adam Ounas in his 
stead.

But the Super Eagles 
striker did not appear 
pleased with the decision.

Howeve r,  a f t e r  t he  
e n c o u n t e r,  O s i m h e n  
explained to the press that 
he was not angry at being 
replaced.

“Best striker we have! “ - 
Nottingham Forest fans ask 
Taiwo Awoniyi for 20 goals

The Nigerian forward 
scored a historic first on his 
full Premier League debut 
and on The Reds' return to 
the top flight after more 
than two decades It took 
Nottingham Forest 23 years 
to get back to the top flight 
and their promotion had an 
element of fate to it. 
Despite being in the lower 
rungs of the Championship 
table in...

Osimhen explains his anger after being substituted 

NIGERIA'S Super Eagles B 
forward Valentine Odoh has 
insisted that they are primed 
to conquer the Black 
Galaxies of Ghana in the 
u p c o m i n g  g a m e s ,  
B S N s p o r t s . c o m . n g  
understands.
The Nigerian side under 
coach Salisu Yusuf has been 
in camp ahead of the all-
i m p o r t a n t  2 0 2 3  
Championship of African 
Nations qualifiers.
The Abia Warrior striker said 
they are working hard with 
the help of the coaching to 
secure a good result against 
the Ghanaians.
"The preparations have been 
top-notch and we have been 
pushing so hard and the 
coaching crew also have 
been doing their best.
"Nigerians should expect the 
best from us because we are 
going to Ghana to defeat 
them.
"We don't have fears as you 
can see, we believe we are 
going there to knock them 
out and they will come here 
and still receive the same 
treatment, we are going to 
conquer them," he said.23 
CHAN Qualifier: Super 
Eagles Will Conquer Ghana- 
Odoh
Sampson Adedeji
Nigeria's Super Eagles B 
forward Valentine Odoh has 
insisted that they are primed 
to conquer the Black 
Galaxies of Ghana in the 

u p c o m i n g  g a m e s ,  
B S N s p o r t s . c o m . n g  
understands.
The Nigerian side under 
coach Salisu Yusuf has been 
in camp ahead of the all-
i m p o r t a n t  2 0 2 3  
Championship of African 
Nations qualifiers.
The Abia Warrior striker said 

they are working hard with 
the help of the coaching to 
secure a good result against 
the Ghanaians.
"The preparations have been 
top-notch and we have been 
pushing so hard and the 
coaching crew also have 
been doing their best.

"Nigerians should expect 
the best from us because 
we are going to Ghana to 
defeat them.
"We don't have fears as you 
can see, we believe we are 
going there to knock them 
out and they will come here 
and still receive the same 
treatment, we are going to 
conquer them," he said.

2023 CHAN Qualifier: Super Eagles
 Will Conquer Ghana- Odoh

THE Electoral Committee 

which was inaugurated last 

Thursday in Lagos will have 

their inaugural meeting on 

Tuesday (yesterday) as 

sale of forms begins the 

following day, Wednesday, 

B S N S p o r t s . c o m . n g  

reports.
The meeting of the 

Committee will determine a 

lot of things like the 

amount forms will be sold, 

screening of aspirants and 

date to mention but few. 

They are saddled with the 

responsibility of ushering in 

new NFF board. 

To set the stage for new 

board, the Nigeria Football 

F e d e r a t i o n  ( N F F )  

inaugurated the Electoral 

and Appeal Committees 

during the 77th Annual 

General Assembly in Lagos 

ahead of September 30 

elections in Benin City, Edo 

State
Candidates who will be on 

the ballot will be known in 

the next few days as forms 

will be picked by interested 

aspirants.

NFF elections: Sale of forms
 commences today

Flourish Sabastine stopped inside  the box but referee waved it aside 

Dare

The Nigeria international enjoyed a memorable evening at the Stadio Diego 
Maradona but nearly marred it with his attitude at the end




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32

