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2023 election: 

Media and
accurate 
political 

 

reportage
The Independent National Electoral Commission, (INEC) in Nigeria recently had 
course to debunk an erroneous media reportage indicating that the body had 
resented its decision to continue with its earlier arrangement of conducting the 
2023 general election via the electrical collation of results. While debunking the 
reports, INEC further noted that it had never decided at any point in time to 
renege from its earlier arrangement by resorting to the manual process of 
results collation as reported by the said media organization. 
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2023: Politicians waste billions 
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Bauchi 
govt privatises 
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FG invests $2.5bn in power transmission, distribution

UCL: Osimhen to face Bassey

Food sellers lament high cost of foodstuff



E d i t o r i a l

Nigerians are currently going through perilous times 
given the wave of criminality, banditry and ritual 
killings taking place in the society. Every day, 
horrifying developments occur and trust has 
become a scarce commodity that can hardly be 
found even in holy places like Churches and 
Mosques. The days are evil, as forces of the kingdom 
of darkness seem to be spreading their tentacles in 
all directions.

The recent gory and unpleasant discovery of about 
twenty mummified bodies in an alleged “ritualist's 
den” along Asoro slop, Ekehuan road of Benin City, 
Edo State on August 17, 2022, is not only shocking 
but incomprehensible. The corpses were said to 
have been kept in particular positions close to the 
wall, with others in lying position in an uncompleted 
building that could hardly be regarded as a morgue.

Indeed, this ugly episode has raised a lot of questions 
begging for answers. How could an uncompleted 
building be used as a mortuary with no facilities 
required for a modern-day morgue. The alleged 
presence of shrines all over the places with fresh 
blood of animals dotting the area makes it even 
more suspicious. 

This episode if true, should serve as a poser to both 
the government, the security agencies and, indeed, 
to the common Nigerian living in the society. The 
concept of owning of private mortuaries by 
individuals and running them as business ventures 
is a welcome development that will promote 
economic development. There is nothing wrong for 
individuals to own these types of businesses, so 
long as the needed licenses and protocols are 
granted by government. One of the obvious 
advantages is that it helps in decongesting the 
mortuaries owned by government hospitals in 
addition to offering employment opportunities to 
many job seekers.

As good as this type of business may be, government 
must not only issue the license but must frequently 
do the necessary checks and inspection of available 
facilities that should meet up with international 
standard. The character of persons involved in this 
business and the availability of the needed facilities 
and manpower should serve as vital factors before 
any approval is granted. We live in a time where 
ritual killings and fetish practices are on the rise in 
our society and caution must be the watch word, not 
to mistake ritualists for real mortuary owners.

It is not only the security agencies that should be on 
the watch for criminal elements in the society, but 
people in every community owe it a responsibility to 
be on the watch. There should be no public or 
private morgue that can be located anywhere that 
the immediate people in the community will not 
know about. Even at that is not enough, should be 
raised when suspicious objects are found around 
such facilities

It behooves on the police to quickly and thoroughly 
investigate to confirm whether any part of the 
mummified bodies in the Edo saga were removed 
for ritual purposes. The outcome of such 
investigation should also be made public with 
punitive measures taken to serve as deterant to 
others operating same in yet to be identified places. 

While it is gratifying to note that the Edo State 
government under the leadership of Governor 
Obaseki had acted swiftly by giving the police in the 
state a seven-day ultimatum to unravel the truth of 
this issue, Nigerians are watching and waiting 
patiently for the outcome of such an investigation 
and hope it would not be swept under the carpet. 
The security agents should henceforth also beam 
their searchlight on the operations of mortuary 
operators, as nothing can be left to chance since the 
days are evil.
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visas.
The top three nationals granted 

'Skilled Worker' visas are Indians, 
accounting for 39 per cent 
(34,186), followed by United States 
nationals with 6 per cent (5,637) 
and South Africans with 4 per cent 
(3,578).

“Grants for 'Skilled Worker' visas 
have grown every quarter since 
they were first introduced in 
December 2020, and together 
represent over half (55%) of all 
work visas granted in the latest 
year,” the report said.

There has been public outcry on 
the mass exodus of health workers 
from Nigeria including from Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo.

In January, the Medical and 
Dental Consultants Association of 
Nigeria (MDCAN) lamented the exit 
of more than 100 of its members 
who left the country in 2021.

The president of the association, 
Victor Makanjuola, while speaking 
at a briefing in Abuja said the 
medical officials left the services of 

Page  2

17 tertiary health institutions in 
the country.

Mr Makanjuola said the mass 
exodus of medical and dental 
consultants to more developed 
countries has brought significant 
disruptions to Nigeria's health 
care ecosystem.

A 2017 survey by the Nigerian 
Polling organisation (NOIPolls) in 
partnership with Nigeria Health 
Watch, revealed that about 88 per 
cent of medical doctors in Nigeria 
were seeking work opportunities 
abroad at the time.

As of 2020, Nigeria had a doctor-
patient ratio of 1:2,753, in sharp 
contrast to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO)'s minimum 
recommended ratio of 1:400-600.

However, in 2019, Chris Ngige, 
Nigeria's Minister of Labour, said 
Nigeria had 'surplus doctors' and 
he was, thus, not worried about 
Nigerian doctors leaving the 
country to go practice in other 
climes.

h i l e  N i g e r i a n  
hospitals continue to Ws u f f e r  f r o m  

insufficient doctors and other 
health personnel, over 13,000 
healthcare workers left the 
country for the UK in the past 
year.

A new report by the UK 
government showed that the 
13,609 Nigerian healthcare 
workers granted working visas 
within the period are second only 
to the 42,966 from India.

According to the UK immigration 
report released, Nigeria is second 
only to Indians in the number of 
visas granted for the 'Skilled 
Worker – Health & Care' with 14 
per cent (13,609) of the total.

India has the highest in this 
category with 45 per cent (42,966) 
of the total while The Philippines is 
third with 11 per cent (11,021).

However, i t  is  not only 
healthcare workers that are 
leaving Nigeria to work in the UK.

Nigerians are also the second 
highest recipients of the 'worker 
visa', second only to Indians.

In the year ending June 2022, 
Nigerians made up 15,772 of the 
'worker' visas granted; a 303 per 
cent increase when compared to 
the 3,918 worker visas granted in 
2019.

India, which ranked first, 
received 102,981 work visa 
grants. The Philippines ranked 
third with 12,826; Zimbabwe 
fourth with 8,378 and the United 
States fifth with 7,748.

According to the report by the 
UK Home Office, “in the year 
ending June 2022, 'Worker' visa 
grants increased by 96 per cent 
(+108,794) to 222,349 compared 
with 2019, and now represent 67 
per cent of all work visas.”

It added that there were 87,266 
grants of 'Skilled Worker' visas and 
an additional 96,249 grants of 
'Skilled Worker – Health & Care' 

Port Harcourt.
Before their dinner with Atiku, Mr 

Wike and his friends also on 
Thursday in London met with former 
President Olusegun Obasanjo and 
the presidential candidate of Labour 
Party, Peter Obi.

That meeting came after the group 
had met with the presidential 
candidate of the rul ing Al l  
Progressives Congress (APC), Bola 
Tinubu, on Monday in the same city.

Before the latest series of 
meetings in London,  Mr Wike's 
group was in Turkey in June for what 
an aide of the governor described as 
a strategic session, as the crisis 
between the winner and runner up in 
the PDP presidential primaries 
blossomed.

PREMIUM TIMES reported how Mr 
Wike had shunned an emissary of 
Atiku, Adamu Waziri, whom the 
presidential candidate had deployed 
to the Eastern European country to 
seek audience with the Rivers 
governor.

Since June Mr Wike and his 
associates have been seen in 
different European countries several 
times. But they are not the only 
Nigerian politicians involved in the 
new political tourism escapades.

Mr Tinubu was hosting political 
meetings in the United Kingdom and 
France even before he announced his 
presidential bid early this year, while 
Atiku had also been hosting his in 
Dubai where he relocated after his 
defeat in the 2019 presidential 
election.

The politicians are indulging in 
these escapades despite the high 
costs in hard currencies, as a result 
of the collapse of the value of the 
naira.

As allocations from the Federation 

Account shrinks, many state 
governments are depending on 
loans and bailouts from the Federal 
Government to pay salaries while 
mostly defaulting in payment of 
pensions to retired workers.

A report last month by The 
Nation newspapers showed that 
almost all the 36 states of the 
federation have a backlog of 
pension and gratuities to clear.

According to the report, apart 
from owing retired workers 20 year 
gratuities and 38 month pensions, 
Mr  Ikpeazu 's  Ab ia  S ta te  
Government has also not paid 
lecturers in Abia State University 
(ABSU) for 10 months and those in 
the State Polytechnic for 30 
months, while Benue, Lagos, Ekiti 
and Adamawa are among states 
also owing huge amounts of 
gratuities.

Nigerian state governors usually 
pass the bills for their political 
activities to their states, mostly 
drawing hundreds of millions of 
naira from their treasuries to cover 
the costs of air tickets, hotel 
accommodation and shopping for 
themselves, aides and political 
hangers on.

This has led to many Nigerians 
on social media and news 
p l a t f o r m s  d e c r y i n g  t h e  
development. Reacting to a report 
by The Punch on the meeting of 
Thursday between Atiku and Mr 
Wike, a commentator, Lanre 
wrote:

“What are these people doing in 

London, for pete's sake? The cost 
of lodging at The Carlton, Jumeirah 
where these guys are is about 
=N=500,000.00 per night. These 

are not leaders but dealers.”

igerian politicians, especially Nstate governors, have recently 
adopted Europe as venues of their 
political meetings towards the 2023 
general elections

As Nigerians groan under the 
nation's severe economic crunch, 
their politicians and top public office 
holders, especially state governors, 
have taken to flying to Europe for 
their horse-trading over next year's 
general elections.

Since the end of party primaries in 
early June, some politicians have 
flown to different European 
countries almost weekly for 
strategic meetings and negotiations 
over the presidential election.

At least three of such meetings 
were held in London this week, all of 
which involved Rivers State 
Governor Nyesom Wike who is 
leading a rebellion in the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), arising 
from the nomination of Atiku 
Abubakar as the presidential 
candidate of the party and his 
choice of Delta State Governor 
Ifeanyi Okowa as his running mate.

The latest saw Mr Wike and his 
associates in the PDP, including Oyo 
State Governor Seyi Makinde, 
Benue State Governor Samuel 
Ortom and Abia State Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu, meeting with Atiku 
over dinner at the pricy Park Lane 
Carlton Hotel in London.

This came three days after a 
meeting between representatives of 
Atiku and Mr Wike's group in Port 
Harcourt ended in a deadlock.

The guests at the London dinner 
included Adamawa State Governor 
Ahmadu Fintiri,  who had led 
Atiku's delegation to the failed 
reconciliation meeting of Friday in 

Nigerian hospitals lament 
insufficient personnel 

2023: Politicians waste billions on political meetings abroad

The Edo mortuary saga

Dr. Ehanire
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very important. So, you should 
take the panel discussions very 
seriously and come up with very 
clear and implementable decisions 
that you will circulate to all of us 
elected to lead in northern Nigeria'.

Senator BabafemiOjudu however 
counters in an article he titled: El 
Rufai is wrong: The average 
southerner wants an office job, and 
there are not enough to go around! 
In vast areas of our land, young 
people roam the streets with half 
bottle filled up with codeine and 
hard drugs, when they grow 
despondent and dangerously 
educated.

'In the past four years there has 
been a near revolution in the 
agricultural production and 
processing in the North. The 
landscape of Kebbi, Kano, Jigawa, 
Sokoto and many other northern 
states have been turned to huge 
plantations of wheat, rice, and 
sugar cane. This is being followed 
up with huge processing plants put 
in place by the private sector in 
collaboration with the Central 
Bank.

'These programs were on willing 
state, willing partner basis. After 
all, the CBN Governor is Igbo and 
we cannot claim discrimination. 
Over three hundred billion has 
been disbursed through Anchor 
Borrower Program and NIRSAL was 
originally capitalized to the tune of 
$500 million to work with states 
that have leadership and capacity 
to engage.

'El Rufai knows the truth. He is 
too clever not to. I think he may be 
saying what he said to ginger his 
brother governors to do more for 
their people or at best humoring 
our people for political advantage. 
Least of course and very unlikely 
was that he sought to lure the 
South of the country to a false 
sense of accomplishment.

'Yet our governors live in 
affluence, appointing several 
assistants with no defined or 
productive functions. All they are 
after is making money from 
government. This for me is not an 
indicator of development. We have 
too many gods rather than 
governors. This may not be 
pleasant to some of my friends who 
are governors. My apologies. I am 
saying this because it time we must 
say the truth to ourselves. It is 
kidnapping and banditry we are 
seeing now. If we don't take 
actions rebellion may knock on the 
door.

In poverty ranking, while the 
impact of a more diversified 
economy is felt in lower poverty 
rates, the Southwest especially 
continue to house the highest 
numbers of the urban poor who 
continue to depend on welfare 
from remittances to stay afloat.  
Poverty better measured in the 
number of people living their best 
life will reveal a very different 
measure I suppose.

'Truth is, a fair comparison will 
reveal that we are jostling for 
position among laggards. Let our 
governors, both in the North and 
the South, come up and reassess 
themselves and govern in the true 

T is no longer in contention that 
we are sadly in the worst of Itimes in Nigeria; just as we 

know that poverty has become 
domiciled in our communities. It is 
a fact that we are indeed a 
b a c k w a r d  c o u n t r y ,  y e t  
stupendously endowed but all 
being taken away from the 
commonwealth by its leaders.

Mallam Nasir el-Rufai, Kaduna 
State Governor, has a style that is 
combative without being ignored. 
It is not always that one agrees 
with a position he has taken on 
governance. It is not always that 
h i s  cont rovers ia l  s ty le  i s  
acknowledged. His statement 
about two Nigeria; one the 
backward North and second the 
developing south needs our 
attention.    

A few months ago's stirring of the 
hornet nest by the Governor of 
Kaduna State, Nasir el-Rufai; to 
the effect that 'Nigeria is made up 
of a developing South and a 
backward, less educated and 
unhealthy North, with the highest 
number of poor people in the 
world', brings to the fore the 
challenges that stare us directly.

Rightly for me, the governor is of 
the that the problems of the region 
must be addressed collectively as a 
group of 19 northern states 
governors, not as individual states, 
yet, it should be stated that he 
easily took his eyes off what the 
leaders of the region have done to 
bring us thus far.

Someone recently alluded to the 
fact that 'it is a fallacy to say that 
the south is developing. Every part 
of Nigeria is at best yearning for 
development. At worst we have a 
profound reality, an uneven pace of 
development across states around 
which Nigeria has been divided 
since 1967. We have one large 
underdeveloped country which 
calls for the attention of all of us be 
it North or South. I know and I can 
assert that the neglect of many 
years has come to haunt both the 
North and the South'.

We have come a long way. The 
journey has been tedious and 
suffocating particularly for the led 
in most of the states in the north; 
however, by a major of indication 
rewarding to most of those we 
have had to represent us over 
time. Time has come to put a stop 
to it; the region has a huge task 
ahead to rid itself of the malaise.

Quickly, el-Rufai answers the 
poser about what should be done 
to stem off the sad development if 
the future of the north is anything 
to go by. Truth must be stated, 
there is something we all that is 
latent which needs to be awaken. 
In his words 'when we talk about 
awakening the spirit, it means the 
spirit is either sleeping or dead'.

The development indicators are 
damning and threatening to 
Nigeria, particularly to the north 
such that they can be compared to 
what is obtainable in Afghanistan, 
a country still at war. This, to me is 
disappointing, yet it does appear 
that, there is need to wake up from 
our complacency.

'But, looking at the statistics, 

Nigeria appears to be a middle-
income country. But, if we 
segregate those statistics across 
states and zones, you will see that 
in terms of human development 
indicators, Nigeria consists of two 
countries; there is a backward, less 
educated and unhealthy northern 
Nigeria and a developing, largely 
educated and healthy southern 
Nigeria.

 'We have the largest number of 
poor people in the world, most of 
them in northern Nigeria. Nigeria 
also has the largest number of out-
of-school children, virtually all of 
them in Northern Nigeria.

“Northern Nigeria has become the 
centre of drug abuse, gender 
violence, banditry, kidnapping and 
terrorism. We have also been 
associated with high divorce rate 
and breakdown of families. These 
are the challenges that confront us. 
This is the naked truth that we have 
to tell ourselves.

“We must, therefore, as leaders 
at all levels have a conversation 
about the way forward for our part 
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y.  B e c a u s e  
increasingly, as many of you must 
have seen on social media, we are 
being considered as the parasite of 
the federal economy, even though, 
that is not entirely true. Because 
northern Nigeria still feeds the 
nation. The richest businessman in 
Nigeria is still Aliko Dangote, not 
someone from southern Nigeria, 
thank God for that.

“So, we still have a lot to be proud 
of. We should be proud of our 
culture and tradition, as well as 
unity. You hardly can find someone 
from northern Nigeria convicted of 
419 or being a Yahoo boy. That is 
something we should be proud of.

“We are generally considered to 
be more honest and less corrupt 
than other Nigerians. That is 
something we should be proud of. 
In addition, our demographic 
superiority gives us a very powerful 
tool to negotiate in politics. And 
that is something we should be 

proud of, and we should preserve. 
So, we have every reason to unite 
and not be divided.

“I, therefore, call on you the 
youth; you account for 80 per cent 
of the northern population and the 
future of this region lies in your 
hands, not in the hands of 
Dinosaurs like me. I'm 59 and 
among the oldest five per cent of 
the northern population. I 
shouldn't even be governor; I 
should have been governor ten 
years ago. But 'na condition make 
crayfish bend,' so we are here.

“But, why are we here? In my 
view, we are here to prepare the 
next generation of leaders. That is 
why the agenda for this summit is 

s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d .  T h e  
accoutrements of power are so 
much than the responsibility. They 
should begin to do away with the 
meretricious and opt for the things 
that will uplift their people. They 
should not abandon their role to the 
omnibus Federal Government.

‘Nigeria as a whole cries for 
development not a part as 
expostulated by my dear friend 
Governor el Rufai. The devil is in 
the details. We must rise up and 
demand good governance across 
board.

Whether it is el-Rufai or Ojudu's 
we know that Nigeria is still in the 
quandary needing surgica l  
operation to free us from the 
malaise built over the years of 
neglect and lack of planning.

Our governors all have a 
responsibility to dare to rise above 
what they are doing now. They 
know that we are in this state 
because of the profligacy of their 
colleagues and including them.

All over, we are poor because 
some of our leaders are bereft of 
ideas to do what is right. A lot of 
things about us are not right. 
Corruption is our first name, but 
beyond that in some cases, we 
have allowed poverty to be our 
middle name.

There cannot be anything more to 
it than to agree with the position. 
After all, was it not recently that 
Nigeria was described as the 
world's headquarters of poverty? 
Was it not us that we were also 
described as 'fantastically corrupt' 
without any rebuttal of such?

All of the above are truthfully so 
as we have failed to carry out 
certain surgery on ourselves. It is 
difficult to know why we are so poor 
in the midst of abundance; a 
situation that many countries 
would have loved to be in our 
shoes. We are corrupt by choice, 
despite the fact that government 
has tried to fight the malaise 
without success.

Individuals in Nigeria are far 
richer than the country. Civil 
servants and politicians steal from 
the public till as if our currency 
naira is going out of fashion. Such 
are rarely apprehended and dealt 
with. The famous story that has 
made headline is that of the former 
Accountang General of the 
Federation, who is in court for 
stealing about N109 billion in 
dubious deals while in office.

That may be an exception; there 
are many walking the streets and 
corridors of power in Abuja and 
other metropolitan cities as free 
men and women. There are many 
serving politicians who should have 
been in jail today, but are not on 
account of the fact that they are 
b e i n g  ' s h e p h e r d e d '  f r o m  
prosecution; or that they know 
those who should protect them 
from the law.

There is no way we can continue 
in this fashion. If we hope for the 
best and for the country to have a 
future, justice must be seen to be 
given in all circumstances; 
otherwise, we shall continue to 
walk in the same circle with nothing 
working for us.  

gobum_katt@yahoo.co.uk

“There is no way we can continue in 
this fashion. If we hope for the best 
and for the country to have a future, 
justice must be seen to be given in all 
circumstances; otherwise, we shall 
continue to walk in the same circle 
with nothing working for us.“

Backward north, and a developing south

el-Rufai

I n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
Nigeria are far richer 
than the country. 
Civil servants and 
pol i t ic ians steal  
from the public till as 
if our currency naira 
is  going out of  
fashion. Such are 
rarely apprehended 
and dealt with. The 
famous story that 
has made headline is 
that of the former 
Accountang General 
of the Federation, 
who is in court for 
stealing about N109 
billion in dubious 
deals while in office.

“

“
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HE heart of man is desperately wicked 
as the Bible says, rightly describes Thuman nature in the times we are in.  

And desperate times call for desperate 
measures.

If you are a parent who still operates as if 
the world is an extension of heaven, then 
you are shooting yourself in the leg. We are 
in an era where female children are not 
even safe with their fathers talk more of 
relations or neighbours.

Daycare centres are gaining popularity, 
not because parents and or guardians have 
money to throw around. But for the fact that 
it is safer to keep one's children among 
several other children under the watchful 
eyes of several nannies than to have one's 
child with a nanny alone at home when one 
is at work. So many atrocities take place 
when your eyes are not on the caregiver.

Sometime ago in Abuja, a family went out 
leaving their 10 year old girl in the company 
of an almajiri who always came around to 
help out in the house in exchange for food 
and some stipends. He had become like 
family since the family discovered he could 
not retrace his steps to his original family 
even after the Federal Government had 
ordered every almajiri to go back to his 
root.

On that particular day, the parents came 
back and met their daughter in an 
unconscious state, lying in the pool of her 
blood with her private part torn to pieces.

After several surgeries, her life was saved 
but she suffered irreparable damages to her 
womb. The parents cried tears of regret 
when their daughter informed them that 
she was mercilessly raped by the almajiri 
they had taken in as one of their own. He 
had disappeared into thin air since the 
incident.

A family here in Jos have been made to 
treat everyone as a suspect or child 
molester because of what happened to their 
children. This young couple then had 3 
children, 2 boys and a girl age around 10, 8 
and 6. The girl was the youngest.

The wife's younger brother was living with 
them. And for some reasons, the children 
feared him more than they feared God. He 
was a disciplinarian that never spared the 
rod. Any time the children went out of line, 
the mere mention of this uncle's name was 
enough to turn them around.

It was a shocker to most of us when one 
day it was discovered that this uncle had 
been molesting his nephews and niece who 
were sleeping in the same room with him. 
For obvious reasons, the children did not 
say a word. The only thing that everyone 
noticed was that the children became 
reserved and very unhappy.

And how was it discovered? An uncle of 
theirs on their father's side who used to 
keep late night and could only access his 
room through theirs stumbled upon it 
several times but was not sure. It was until 
he caught him right in the act on 2 
occasions when he woke up in the middle of 
the night to use the toilet he shared with 
them. 

Unfortunately, he was not handed to 
security operatives. The sister almost 
lynched him when she was told. The 
punishment he received was being 
banished to the village where he is till today. 
God only knows how many more innocent 
souls, minors have been defiled by this 
pervert.

In a similar case, a boy of 12 became 
sexually active because the nanny who was 
taking care of him since he was 8, had 
introduced him to some unwholesome 
attitudes. Anytime they were alone, she 

would undress him and standing naked 
before him, she would either keep him on 
her lap or put her breast in his mouth, 
asking him to suckle, or lie him down and 
direct his hands.

The boy said she used to finger herself 
using his hands and caress herself, her 
breast, using his hands. It was not until he 
was 12 years that she actually started 
guiding him to caress her and have sex with 
her. 

The nanny has been dismissed but the 
problem is that this boy who is in his early 
teens is wreaking havoc in his area, 
molesting children. He confessed that he 
can't do without sex. 

Unverified reports have it that in a very 
similar case, the nanny was impregnated by 
the 14 year old boy she had been molesting 
for years. And has vowed to keep the baby 
to the horror of the boy's parents who 
wanted her to give it up for adoption. She 
explained that it was the first time she was 
getting pregnant as her marriage ended 
because she was said to be barren.

The stories are endless. So many of us are 
familiar with the story of the driver that 
took his master's daughter's innocence and 
turned her into his sex slave. Almost on 
regular basis, he would park the car in an 
isolated area on the way to school and have 
his fun before dropping the girl off at school.

If it is not sexual molestation, it could be 
spiritual attack. A mother was informed by 
her neighbours that every time she went to 
office, at a particular time, her toddler 
would begin to cry so hard and in a 
terrifying manner for more than 30 
minutes.

The mother decided to discover things for 
herself. She arrived at that particular time, 
and true to her neighbours warning, her 
baby was crying in a terrifying manner, and 
squirming. But the nanny did not lift a finger 
to end its misery. Instead she was standing 
before a mirror and doing some funny 
things.

This mother approached with the 
intention to beat her. But the reflection she 
saw in the mirror held her bound and sent 
fear to her. The lady was changing from one 
animal to another and looking straight into 
the mother's eyes. The mother just picked 
her baby and asked the nanny to leave her 
house in the name of Jesus. All the while the 
nanny wore an arrogant look with an ugly 
smile.

Out of desperation, some parents just 
employ the service of any one that comes 
around to serve as their babies nannies 
when their maternity leave is over. One of 
our neighbours in Rikkos, Jos North fell into 
this category. Unfortunately, her nanny was 
immature, irresponsible, insensitive and 
adventurous.

Anytime this mother who was a banker 
went to office, the moment the child slept, 
the nanny would lock him in the house and 
take off to God knows where. The baby 
would wake up along the line and cry for 
more than an hour. I used to leave 
everything I was doing to go behind the 
window to speak comforting words to the 
baby and it would stop crying before 
resuming again at high pitch due to hunger 
or discomfort.

We would send people around to look for 
this nanny but it never yielded anything and 
she kept on repeating herself. There was no 
way we could keep quiet, so we informed 
the mother who sent her packing after 
giving her a thorough beating.

Over the years, Daycare centers have 
gained acceptance. For most mothers, it is 
better to have several eyes on their baby 
than to regret.

Parents aiding the enemy 

OMBE State Governor, GMuhammadu Inuwa 
Yahaya has been conferred 
with a fellowship award by the 
the Nigerian Institute of 
Building (NIOB) in recognition 
of his contributions to the 
building profession. 

The award was presented to 
the Governor during the 
Builders Conference/Annual 
General Meeting, which took 
place in Akure, Ondo State. 

T h e  G o v e r n o r  w a s  
represented at the occasion 
by his Special Adviser on 
Project Monitoring and 
Evaluation, Professor Keftin 
Namala Amuga. 

Other dignitaries who 
accompanied the Special 
Adv iser  were D i rector  
General, Federal Government 
Relations Bureau, Mr. Nuhu 
Sada Laumara and Alhaji 
Auwal Abdulkadir, Chairman 
Mile 3 Market Gombe. 

Presenting the award 
insignia to the Governor, 
President of the NIOB, 
Professor Yohanna D. Izam, 
who is also the Vice chancellor 
of Plateau State University 
Bokkos, described the Gombe 
State Governor as a bridge 
builder with track record of 

good governance, prudent 
financial management and 
uncompromising posture for 
excellence in execution of 
projects.  

Also in attendance was the 
Ondo s ta te  Governor,  
Oluwarotimi Akeredolu who 
was also a recipient of the 
same award. 

Meanwhile, the Gombe 
State Chapter Chairman of 
the NIOB, Bldr Mahmood 
Yusuf has described the 
award on Governor Inuwa as 
a well deserved one.

He said, "We are proud of 
this feat and we are happy 
that we now have the State 
chief executive as a fellow of 
the our institute, FNIOB in 
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  
outstanding performance". 

The Nigerian Institute of 
Building (NIOB) is the 
professional body for builders 
and those who are about to 
be engaged in the building 
Profession in Nigeria. 

This year's conference had 
the theme: "The Role of 
Building Profession in the 
Maintenance of National 
Assets”.

I t  b rough t  t oge the r  
government functionaries, 
s e a s o n e d  i n d u s t r y  
practitioners,  experienced 
academics and building 
environment stakeholders to 
discuss asset management 
practices for buildings, skills 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  
frameworks for building 
assets management.

HE Federal Government Thas said it has invested 
over $2.5 billion in power 
transmission and distribution 
t h r o u g h  t h e  S i e m e n s  
President Power Initiative and 
others.

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  Ye m i  
Osinbanjo said this recently, at 
the Presidential    Villa, Abuja, 
while virtually inaugurating 
the National Council on 
Infrastructure, which he 
chairs. 

Speaking further, he also 
called for collaboration with 
the private sector in order to 
b r i d g e  t h e  n a t i o n s ' s  
infrastructure deficit. 

 According to a statement by 
his spokesman, Laolu Akande, 
O s i n b a n j o  s a i d :  “ T h e  
Adminstration is investing 
more than $2 billion in 
distribution and transmission 
t h r o u g h  t h e  S i e m e n s  
Presidential Power Initiative, 
t h e  T r a n s m i s s i o n ,  
Rehabilitation and Expansion 
Plan, the CBN financed 
transmission distribution 
interface programme and the 
recently approved $500 
million World Bank DISREP 
p r o g r a m m e  f o r  t h e  
distribution segment.”

On need for collaboration 
with the private sector 
Osinbajo pointed out that the 
est imated $2.3 t r i l l ion 
resource required to bridge 
the nation's infrastructure 
could not be provided solely by 

the government but with the 
partnership with the private 
sector. 

“For efficient and effective 
implementation of enrapture 
p ro jec ts ,  the  Nat iona l  
Integrated Infrastructure  
Master Plan recommended the 
establishment  of the National 
Council on  Infrastructure and 
its Technical  Working Group 
(TWG),” he disclosed.

He added that the plan was 
developed to provide “an 

i n t e g r a t e d  v i e w  o f  
infrastructure development in 
Nigeria with clear linkages 
across key sectors and 
ident i f ies  enablers  for  
successful implementation in 
line with the current economic 
realities. 

 According to him, the plan 
took stock of exist ing 
infrastructure and specifically 
set out the goal of raising   
Nigeria's infrastructure stock 
to at least 70 per cent by the 
year 2023. 

Institute of Building confers 
fellowship award on Gov Inuwa

From WILLIE ATTAH, 
Gombe 

Inuwa

FG invests $2.5b in power
transmission, distribution

From
 JIDAUNA YANUNG, 

Abuja

Buhari





n d e r s t a n d a b l y,  s o m e  
members of the governing All UProgressives Congress and 

the Peoples Democratic Party seem 
to be the biggest culprits.

Several party chieftains and ward 
chairmen have reportedly jumped 
ship at the grass roots level. Before 
their recess, some aggrieved 
members  o f  the  House  o f  
Representat ives and Senate 
defected to other parties over unmet 
demands and perceived injustice.

However, there are some influential 
politicians who are not interested in 
jumping on the bandwagon but seem 
content in giving their parties 
sleepless nights. They also do not 
show remorse for their perceived 
anti-party activities.

The examples are many. A former 
Secretary to the Government of the 
Federation, Babachir Lawal, and a 
former Speaker of the House of 
Representatives,  Yakubu Dogara,  
recently threatened to mobilise 
northern Christian electorate to vote 
against their party, APC, for fielding 
the contentious Muslim-Muslim 
ticket.

The party's presidential candidate, 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, had named a 
fellow Muslim, Senator Kashim 
Shettima as his running mate, a 
development considered insensitive 
and unacceptable by several 
Chr is t ian bodies and many 
prominent politicians like Lawal and 
Dogara.

Two weeks after Tinubu named 
Shettima as his running mate, Lawal, 
Dogara;  a former minister of Youths 
and Sports Development,  Solomon 
Dalung;  and Senator Ishaku Abbo 
(representing Adamawa North), at a 
gathering of northern Christian 
leaders said Tinubu made a fatal 
error by agreeing to run on a Muslim-
Muslim ticket.

A livid Lawal, who was the 
chairman on the occasion, exclaimed 
that it was a grand conspiracy 
against northern Christians. A few 
days after the outburst, he and 
Dogara held a closed-door meeting 
with Rivers State Governor, Nyesom 
Wike, at his private residence in 
Rumueprikom, Obio-Akpor Local 
Government Area of the state. The 
visit came barely 24 hours after Wike 
broke the silence following the 
disagreement between him and 
PDP's presidential candidate, Atiku 
Abubakar.

The reaction that greeted the m
When asked to comment on the 

drama, the Director of Media and 
Communications, Tinubu Campaign 
Organisation, Bayo Onanuga, said 
his principal would not want to take 
issues with the two, adding that they 
would rather “ leave them to their 

conscience.”
Onanuga said, “We don't want to 

go into that. We are not interested in 
cautioning anybody. We leave them 
to their conscience. God has a way of 
pun i sh i ng  peop l e  who  a re  
hypocritical and go about telling lies 
to the people.”

A former Deputy National Publicity 
Secretary of the APC, Yekini Nabena, 
however, called on the party to expel 
Dogara over the embarrassment he 
and the others had caused the party. 
He however urged the party to reach 
out to Lawal, whom he said had 
shown an appreciable loyalty and 
commitment to the party over the 
years.

He stated, “ Dogara, to me, is a 
very inconsequential politician. His 
first address is the PDP;  the APC is 
just his second home.  People like 
him should not be talking because 
they are political vultures that jump 
from one party to the other to see 
what they can benefit. He is only 

reacting because things didn't 
favour him.

He came to the APC when things 
didn't favour him. He left for the PDP 
when things didn't go his way and 
returned to the APC again. He 
wanted to be national chairman, but 
it still didn't favour him. That is to tell 
you that all he does is for selfish 
interest. Who brought him from the 
grass roots? Is he a Christian? He is 
very inconsequential.”

He stated, “As a former Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, how 
many votes can he garner? In the 
case of Babachir Lawal, I will advise 
the leadership of the party to find a 
way to talk to him, because even at 
the height of his travail, he showed 
maturity by remaining in the APC.

“When Babachir Lawal had 
problems with the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission, the 
party didn't stand by him but he 
went through and remained in the 
party. That's why I said you can't 
compare him with Dogara, who was 
jumping from one place to the other. 
He is just seeking an excuse to say 
the party was unfair to him to be able 
to move to the PDP. If he wants to 
leave, let him just go quietly.”

Meanwhile, Wike is unperturbed 
over the outrage that greeted his 
romance with the ruling party. Even 
at the height of the anger that 
surrounded his invitation of an APC 
governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu of 
Lagos State to inaugurate a project, 
Wike didn't give a hoot. This perhaps 
explained why a socio-political 
group, PDP New Fora, accused him of 
anti-party activities and called on the 
party's national working committee 
to suspend him.

The group's pro tem leader, 
Mohammed Adamu, said the 
governor was ungrateful given his 
unguarded utterances and for 
projecting the PDP in a bad light. 
Adamu also urged the party to 
caution and punish Wike before his 
excesses would jeopardise the 
party's chances in 2023 elections.

When contacted, the National 
Publicity Secretary of the PDP, Debo 
Ologunagba, in an interview with 
Saturday PUNCH, said people should 
not buy the narrative that Wike was 
planning to dump the party.

He said there was nothing strange 
in the governor's recent fraternity 
with an APC delegation that included 
Sanwo-Olu;  his counterpart from 
Ondo State,  Rotimi Akeredolu;  
Kayode Fayemi of Ekiti State and 
other chieftains of the ruling party.

The meeting, which took place at 
Wike's private residence in Port 
Harcourt, also had a former governor 
of Ekiti State, Ayo Fayose, in 
attendance. Wike's continued 
silence after he lost the PDP 
presidential and running mate 
tickets to Atiku Abubakar and 
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa of Delta 
State, respectively has unsettled the 
party and pitted his supporters 
against the chieftains.

He said, “What is disturbing about 
governors'  meetings?  Does it mean 
governors can't meet again? They 
have a progressive forum, so a 
simple meeting should be turned into 
something else? I don't understand.

“Let us concentrate our attention 
on issues facing Nigeria today;  the 
killings,  the insensitivity of Mr 
President;  his lack of capacity and 
competence,  which he himself has 
admitted to by saying he is 
disappointed with the security 
agencies. We can only play politics 
when there is peace. I am not sure 
anybody is playing politics today in 
Ukraine. We all need to step up and 
do the right thing in this country, 
which is by voting the APC out of 
power.”

Ologunagba's position was re-
echoed by his predecessor, Kola 
Ologbondiyan, who affirmed that the 
Rivers State governor was free to 
meet or associate with anyone.

Speaking on Arise Television, the 
former spokesperson said, “ He's 
allowed. When Bukola Saraki left the 
APC and joined the PDP or when 
Aminu Tambuwal left the APC and 
joined the PDP, did it just happen? 
No, you go and consult. No matter 
the consultation, no matter the 
discussions, until Governor Wike 
goes out and picks the membership 
card of the APC or he goes out to pick 
the membership card of the Labour 
Party, there are no issues as far as I 
am concerned. People can come and 
see him, they can hold parties, 
discuss and analyse things. They can 
discuss all manner of things. He 

remains a member of the party.”
Amosun, others'  rebellion
On the other side of the divide, 

disgruntled members of the APC in 
Ogun and Osun states raised the 
dust over alleged anti-party 
activities respectively championed 
by former governor Ibikunle Amosun 
and the Minister of Interior, Rauf 
Aregbesola. While the Aregbesola 
group was accused of colluding with 
the opposition in a move that saw 
the ruling party lose Osun State to 
the PDP, Amosun has been labelled a 
'disaster'  waiting to happen in 
Ogun State.

To avoid what it called an 
impending danger, a pressure group 
under the aegis of Ogun Renaissance 
Movement appealed to the 
leadership of the APC to expel 
Amosun, who has been under fire 
over his recent comment that the 
2019 governorship election in the 
state was rigged in favour of his 
successor, Prince Dapo Abiodun.

Amosun, who spoke at an event in 
Abeokuta, pledged to work towards 
removing Abiodun from office (in 
2023). The group warned that failure 
to sanction Amosun would embolden 
him to carry on with his anti-party 
activities.

Is there a party where people don't 
disagree over issues or during 
negotiations? The good thing is that 
none of those people you mentioned 
insinuated that there was rigging 
during the APC presidential primary. 
Is anybody saying that? Amaechi's 
outburst, just like those of a few 
other noticeable ones, was obviously 
done out of frustration. I understand 
that when one loses an election, one 
is bound to hold grudges. You can't 
rule that out, after all, we are human 
beings and Nigerians,” Shittu added.

Morka explained that he 
was unmoved by pressure from APC 
supporters and pressure groups, 
saying expulsion or punitive 
measures for recalcitrant party 
members were not the solution. He 
disclosed that the party was instead 
looking to reconcile every aggrieved 
member ahead of the 2023 
elections.

He said, What is anti-party activity 
in people expressing their opinions? 
This is democracy. Even party 

National Publicity Secretary of the 
APC Felix 

members are entitled to their 
opinions. I mean everything people 
say in the realm of their individual 
liberty does not have to amount to 
anti-party activity. The APC is more 
interested in reconciling people who 
are aggrieved and have reasons to 
be dissatisfied with one another. We 
are not looking to remove people 
from the party. We are trying to unite 
the party and make it stronger. 
That's our priority as we go 
forward.”

On whether Amosun, who is also 
threatening to remove his successor 
from office, would be left off the 
hook, Morka said the aim was to 
carry everybody along without 
grudges.

“I am not interested in discussing 
any individual case. As a party, even 
when you believe that someone is 
not getting along well with another 
person for one reason or the other, 
our goal is to bring our leaders 
together. Whatever we do on that 
score, we do it internally. We have a 
mechanism that we are trusting can 
help us bring the people back to the 
path of loyalty to the party, rather 
than dwell on why they need to be 
penalised,” he stated.

However, while some members of 
the APC and the PDP had at one time 
or the other been suspended or 
expelled for their involvement in acts 
detrimental to the progress of their 
political parties, the bigwigs who 
have also fallen short of expectation 
in terms of their conduct within and 
outside their associations appear to 
have gone unscathed.

On December 16, 2020, three 
members of the Lagos PDP were 
axed by the State Executive 
Committee for alleged anti-party 
activities.  The affected members 
are Secretary of the party,  Muiz 
Shodipe;  Publicity Secretary,  Taofik 
Gani;  and ex-officio member,  
Nurudeen Adewale.

The chairman of the party, Adedeji 
Doherty, told journalists that the trio 
was suspended for “ consistently 
and flagrantly breaching major 
provisions of the party's constitution 
and had been found to have involved 
themselves in anti-party activities, 
which could cause disunity among 
the party faithful.”

In Kwara State, the leadership of 
the state PDP clamped down heavily 
on nine party members on 
December 30, 2021, expelling four 
and suspending five for similar 
offences in the Adewole Ward of the 
Ilorin West Local Government Area.

The 'fantastic four'  kicked out by 
the party were Nureni Omoyooba,  
Yakubu Agodi,  Alao Hakeem and 
Tunde Muhibudeen,  while the five 
suspended members were Musbau 
Agodi,  Tunde Odo,  Tunde Khalifa,  
Alagbon Fatimoh and Moshood Elere.

The party leaders announced that 
the victims were tried at the ward 
level and found guilty of gross 
misconduct, and making crude and 
disparaging commentaries against 
the party, especially on several radio 
stations.

In a related development, the 
membership card of Mohammed 
Kumalia was withdrawn on August 
10, 2022 by the Borno State Chapter 
of the ruling APC following an 
allegation of anti-party activities.

Also, a ward chairman of the APC in 
Umudomi area of the Onicha Local 
Government Area of Ebonyi State, 
John Ogboji, was expelled on August 
15, 2022 after he was said to have 
been found guilty of alleged anti-
party activities.

His ward members claimed that he 
was expelled for his alleged 
disagreement with the party 
leadership over the purported 
expulsion of an aspirant, Mrs Ann 
Agom-Eze, who is laying claim to the 
senatorial ticket of the party for the 
Ebonyi South zone.

Amosun Dogara
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With one month to the campaigns as prescribed by the Independent National Electoral Commission, political parties have been hit 
by a gale of defection and anti-party activities. ADEBAYO FOLORUNSHO-FRANCIS examines how influential politicians appear to 
be untouchable by their parties despite their brazen involvement in alleged anti-party activities.   

The 2023 elections and anti-party politicians







T is no longer news that we 
are witnessing a detoriating Ilevel of insecurity in the 

country. What is most worrisome 
is the fact that the security 
challenges are threatening our 
existence as a nation and if 
nothing urgent is done about it, 
one doubts if this entity called 
Nigeria will still be standing in 
the next few years. From the 
North, West and South, the story 
is the same. Acts of terrorism, 
kidnapping, banditry, resulting 
to killings have become the 
order of the day. No where and 
no one is safe anymore. The 
most frustrating part is that the 
perpetrators seem to be having 
it their own way.

Recently, the Senate passed a 
bill seeking to amend the 
Terrorism (Prevention) Act 
2013, which prohibits the  
p aymen t  o f  r a n s om  t o  
kidnappers. This is coming on 
the heels of a report by the 
Financial Act Task Force (FATF). 
For those who are oblivious of 
what it is all about, a mutual 
evaluation report was conducted 
o f  N iger ia ' s  Ant i -money 
Laundering (AML) and Counter-
Financing of Terrorism (CTF) by 
t h e  E C O W A S  I n t e r -
Governmental Action Group 
Against Money-Laundering in 
West Africa in collaboration with 
the FATF, where Nigeria fell short 
and was rated below par.

And so for the National 
Assembly, the passage of this bill 
will save Nigeria from being 
included among countries in the 
FATF grey list with its attendant 
negative consequences, which 
might in the long run result in 
certain international sanctions 
that would affect the country's 
image particularly before the 
comity of nations. As such, the 
Senate first thought towards 
reversing this was to come up 
with a legislation that will repeal 
the act. A proposed repeal and 
act will put in place a set of 
standards and regulatory 
framework aimed at preventing 
terrorist groups from laundering 
money through the country's 
banking system and other 
financial network.

In the lawmakers opinion, the 
bill when signed into law will 
complement government's 
effort in the fight against 
insecurity. However, majority of 
Nigerians are not in tandem with 
the lawmakers point of view.  It 
is viewed that this bill which 
seeks to criminalise the 
payment of ransom by victims 
of kidnapping or their families,  
does not add much value in the 
efforts to curb the crime.  The 
long and short of it is that if the 
amendment becomes law, 
Nigerians who pay ransoms to 
kidnappers risk spending fifteen 
(15) years in prison. In other 
words, families of victims will no 
longer be able to help their loved 
ones who are kidnapped and 
held captive. 

Sponsored by Senator Francis 
Onyewuchi from Imo State, 
section 14 of the bill reads: 
"Anyone who transfers funds,  
makes payment or colludes with 
an abductor,  kidnapper or 
terrorist to receive any ransom 
for the release of any person 
who has been wrongfully 
confined, imprisoned or 

kidnapped is guilty of a felony 
and is liable on conviction to a 
term of imprisonment of not less 
than fifteen (15) years".

The question is if the Senate 
gets this legislation through 
criminalising ransom payment 
for kidnapped victims, what 
punishment has it proscribed for 
the perpetrators who commit 
such heinous crimes. As far as 
one can remember,  no offender 
has been caught and brought to 
book yet.  While it is agreed that 
payment of ransoms help in 
fortifying these criminals and 
terrorists who see this act as an 
avenue to enrich themselves,  
government must also share in 
the blame for failing in its 
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responsibility to protect and 
safeguard citizens. Government 
must also show responsibility by 
looking at ways of managing 
these incidents when they occur 
and ensure that victims are 
rescued safely.

Fortunately or unfortunately, 
the bill is generating so much 
outcry with some members of 
the society calling on the Senate 
to step down the bill. Among 
those who reacted to the issue is 
a group under the auspices of 
Southern Kaduna Peoples Union 
(SOKAPU) who warned the 
National Assembly on the 
decision to outlaw payments of 
ransom to terrorists without any 
effort or attempt at rescuing 
kidnapped victims. The body 
who faulted the passage of the 
bill, blamed the government for 
not doing enough to curb the 
security challenges being faced. 

Addressing a press conference 
on the matter, President of 
SOKAPU Jonathan Asake said: 
"We are surprised that the 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  a r e  
contemplating to criminalise 
payments for ransom to bandits 
who kidnap their victims. The 
question is, has the government 
or lawmakers made alternative 
measures in securing victims or 

bill. The Navy had proffered that 
instead of criminalising ransom 
payments to abductors, such 
n ego t i a t i o n s  s hou l d  b e  
subjected to security vetting. 
While applauding certain 

hostages from the hands of 
terrorists? Another body known 
as the Pan Yoruba Socio-Politcal 
organisation, Afenifere has also 
faulted the Senate over the bill's 
passage.

In a statement credited to the 
body's Publicity Secretary Jare 
Ajayi, he stated that the 
terrorism amendment act left 
the substance to chase shadows 
as well as further punishing 
victims and their families. He 
further added: "According to 
those behind the bill, the 
intention is to block the source 
of money,  which seems to be 
the motivation for kidnappers 
but what happens to the victims?  
Without advocating the 
continuation of this destardly 
act,  is the Senate saying that 
families of kidnapped victims 
should fold their arms and 
watch their person's life wasted?  

It will interest you to know that 
the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) and 
the Nigerian Navy had both 
during the public hearing for the 
bill, put together by the Senate 
Committes on Judiciary, Human 
Rights and Legal Matters as well 
as that of Anti-Corruption and 
Financial Crimes rejected the 

provisions of the bill, the anti-
graft agency on its part 
suggested that the penalty be 
narrowed down to receivers of 
the ransom rather than the 
givers.

On the terrorism act amendment bill

Onyewuchi
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E have been sharing a 
very powerful series Wentitled, Fear Not Trust 

God. I believe it is God's 
intention and purpose to subdue 
the spirit of fear in your life and 
to bring you to a place of trusting 
Him. So that you will understand 
that in the face of the worst 
happenings in this world, you 
can prosper, thrive, and know 
that God's provision to protect 
and preserve you is greater than 
any activity of the devil to 
destroy you.
I believe this is the heart of 

God's Spirit in inspiring us to 
share these precious thoughts. 
The aim is to teach us how to 
resist the spirit of fear and not to 
tolerate it and to open the door 
for God to move in our lives as 
we learn to trust Him.
Our text has been from Isaiah 

12:2, which says, Behold, God 
is my salvation; I will trust, 
and not be afraid: for the 
LORD JEHOVAH is  my 
strength and my song; he 
also is become my salvation. 
This verse begins by saying 
Behold, God is my salvation; in 
other words, there may be all 
kinds of opportunities for me to 
be afraid based on what I am 
seeing and experiencing but 
because God is my salvation, I 
will trust in Him and I refuse to 
be afraid.
This has been our text for this 

series and we have all through 
emphasised the fact that there 
are two clear paths that every is 
presented with in this life. These 
paths are either the path of fear, 
which will open the door for the 
devil to steal, kill and destroy or 
secondly, the path of trusting 
God, which is the gateway and 
the open door for the power of 
God to flow into our lives and 
establish the blessing of God in 
our lives.
I tell you there is nothing we 

will ever go through all the days 
of our lives that the power of 
God cannot handle. God is able 
to take care of us. Whatever you 
may be experiencing, the 
antidote and the cure for fear is 
trusting God. Fear and the devil 
will not have their way in your 
life in the name of Jesus but as 
you learn to trust God, He will 
have His way all the time and 
when He does, you end up with a 
favourable outcome and a 
testimony and you being 
blessed.
Now, we have a l ready 

established the fact that fear is a 
spirit and an abnormality. It is of 
the devil. 2 Timothy 1:7 For 
God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound 
mind. Fear is not one of God's 
gifts to His children. He tells us 
what to do with the spirit of fear 
because fear is of the devil. 
James 4:7 and 1 Peter 5:8&9 

tell us that we are to resist fear 
steadfastly in the faith. We are 
to submit ourselves to the 
authority of God's word, see fear 
the way the word of God says it 
is -  not a gift to be treasured 
and valued and embraced but as 
something to be resisted 
because it is of the devil.
The Bible in James 4:7 says, 

submit yourselves therefore 
to God. Resist the devil, and 

believer. Satan has no authority 
to operate in the life of a believer 
outside of fear. In Christ Jesus, 
the devil is already defeated. 
The Bible says in Colossians 
2:15 that having spoiled 
principalities and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it.
Hebrews 2:14 and 15 says, 

Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of 
the same; that through 
death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; And deliver 
them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. These 
verses tell us that Satan is the 
custodian of the power of death 
– all that threatens the human 
race. However, Jesus has 

Christ Jesus but when men yield 
to the spirit of fear, it resurrects 
the operation of death and 
opens the door for Satan to kill, 
steal, destroy and enforce his 
will over the human race.
The key here is to understand 

that when you learn to 
shutdown the operation of fear, 
you learn to shutdown anything 
that death has to offer whether 
it is poverty, sickness and 
disease, premature death or 
anything which will seek to hurt 
your sense of security, peace 
and joy.
When you shutdown the spirit 

of fear, you make its operation 
impotent and then when you 
substitute it with trusting God, 
you allow God to unleash His 
blessings upon your life and 
bring you to the state and 
quality of life that He has always 
intended for you. The blessing of 
God preserves protects and 

abundantly provides for His 
people.
We also found out that if you do 

not understand how the spirit of 
fear manifests itself, you will not 
be able to confront it or 
shutdown its operations. We 
also found out that the spirit of 
fear manifests itself through 
t h o u g h t s ,  i d e a s  a n d  
suggestions. Your thoughts are 
the doorways into your life. 
Proverbs 23:7a says as he 
thinketh in his heart, so is he. 
It is through your thoughts that 
either God or the devil enter 
your life. 
Just as you may have a gate 

that secure to entrance to your 
house or compound, so also is 
your mind the doorway into your 
life. You secure your mind, you 
secure your life. Satan seeks to 
breach your defences in life by 
penetrating your thought life. 
He seeks to take over your 

t h o u g h t s ,  i d e a s  a n d  
suggestions. If you think on 
something long enough, it will 
take over your imagination. Your 
imagination is like a magnet that 
pulls things into your life. You 
must understand that the 
moment your thought life or 
mind is compromised, you have 
a breach in your life.
Defeating the spirit of fear 

starts with understanding how it 
manifests itself, which is 
through your thoughts, ideas, 
imagination and suggestion. 
Satan's greatest power is the 
power of suggestion. To 
shutdown the devil, you must 
shutdown these thoughts, 
ideas, suggestions that come 
from him. The only way you can 
do this is by substituting Satan's 
thoughts with the truth of God's 
word.
Our perceptions define our 

lives. For example, I can tell 
someone you are handsome or 
you are pretty over and over 
again, but if they do not see 
themselves that way, they will 
never have a consciousness of 
the fact that they are handsome 
or pretty. In other words, your 
perceptions actually rule your 
life. Your perception of yourself 
and your situation is what 
actually determines how you 
live your life. 
If you do not take charge of 

your thinking and allow the word 
of God to rule your mind, you will 
never be able to defeat the spirit 
of fear. He who rules your mind 
will eventually control your life. 
So, shutdown the spirit of fear 
by identifying how it operates 
and then learn to trust God.

Fear not, trust God (22)

he will flee from you. To resist 
fear is to resist the devil. In 
other words, it is possible to live 
your life free from fear.
Now, we are not denying that 

there will be occasion for fear to 
come, but fear does not have to 
grip and take hold of your life. 
We have also found out that 

another reason the Bible tells us 
to resist the spirit of fear is 
because it is the open door that 
authorises the devil to perform 
his wicked acts in the life of the 

stripped him of this authority 
when He died and went to hell on 
our behalf and was raised again 
to life.
Furthermore, these verses say 

it is through the fear of death 
that men are held in bondage. 
So as wicked and as hurtful as 
death is, it has been destroyed, 
but its ability to manifest itself 
now is through fear. Fear 
resurrects the power of death so 
to speak even though that 
power has been destroyed in 

Our perceptions 
define our lives. For 
example, I can tell 
someone you are 
handsome or you are 
pretty over and over 
again, but if they do 
not see themselves 
that way, they will 
n e v e r  h a v e  a  
consciousness of the 
fact that they are 
handsome or pretty. 
In other words, your 
perceptions actually 
rule your life. Your 
p e r c e p t i o n  o f  
yourself and your 
situation is what 
actually determines 
how you live your 
life. 

“

“

“I tell you there is nothing we will ever go 
through all the days of our lives that the power of 
God cannot handle. God is able to take care of us. 
Whatever you may be experiencing, the antidote 
and the cure for fear is trusting God. Fear and the 
devil will not have their way in your life in the 
name of Jesus but as you learn to trust God, He 
will have His way all the time and when He does, 
you end up with a favourable outcome and a 
testimony and you being blessed.”
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HEN Somalia's new 
P res iden t  Hassan  
Sheikh Mohamud took W

office in May he declared a top 
priority was bringing an end to the 
country's 15-year Islamist 
insurgency.

Three months later al-Shabab 
staged one of its most spectacular 
ever attacks, storming a hotel a 
short drive away from the 
presidential palace in the capital, 
Mogadishu.

They held it for 30 hours. 
Officials said more than 20 people 
died in the siege of the Hayat and 
117 were injured.

Less than a month earlier, the 
group mounted an unprecedented 
invasion of neighbouring Ethiopia.

It was as if they were cocking a 
snook at the new president.

International diplomats have 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  c o m p l e x ,  
coordinated attack as a "game-
changer" that took at least 18 
months to plan and involved an 
estimated 1,200 fighters.

The then-commander of US 
Afr ica Command, Genera l  
Stephen Townsend, said the 
militants penetrated 150km (93 
miles) inside Ethiopia.

One reason why the group was 
able to stage this brazen assault 
was the increase in conflict in 
Ethiopia after years of general 
stability and growth.

Shortly after civil war erupted in 
the northern Tigray region in 
November 2020, a member of al-
Shabab called me up.

"We are simply crossing our 
arms and enjoying the spectacle 
of Ethiopia destroying itself," he 
gloated. "The time to strike our 
pr imary enemy is  f ina l ly  
approaching."

Ethiopia is one of the countries in 
the region which has sent troops 
to Somalia to support the 
government.

President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud pledged to end the al-
Shabab insurgency

This is the second time President 
Mohamud has been in power. 
When I interviewed him shortly 
after the start of his first term in 
2012, he said he would defeat the 
militants within two years.

Ten years later, they are still 
going strong.

The chairman of the Mogadishu-
based Hiraal security think-tank, 
Mohamed Mubarak, says they are 
"more powerful and sophisticated 
than they were in 2012".

Al-Shabab has developed a 
parallel government and controls 
large swathes of territory.

It taxes people inside and 
outside areas it controls. Even 
Mogadishu residents prefer to use 
its justice system, which they 
consider more efficient and less 
corrupt than official courts.

The group continues to attack at 
will, firing mortars at parliament 
and into the heavily fortified 
international airport which houses 
embassies, the UN and foreign 
troops.

No wonder al-Shabab has been 

described as al-Qaeda's most 
successful affiliate.

P r e s i d e n t  M o h a m u d  
acknowledges that al-Shabab 
cannot be defeated by brute force 
alone.

On 2nd August, the government 
took the bold gamble of bringing in 
one of its former arch-enemies as 
part of a new strategy to end the 
conflict.

I was in Mogadishu at the time, in 
a car with friends stuck at a 
roadblock.

For once, nobody was in the least 
bit bothered about being ordered 
out of the car, bodies searched, 
vehicle and bags gone through 
with a fine-tooth comb.

As we waited in the only small 
patch of shade we could find, we 
went into a kind of trance, eyes 
glued to our mobile phones as we 
watched the prime minister's 
spokesman announce the new 
cabinet.

The name we were waiting for 
was that of a founding member of 
al-Shabab, trained in Afghanistan.

Mukhtar Robow was under house 
arrest before he was appointed 
religious affairs minister

Al-Shabab's former deputy 
leader and spokesman, Mukhtar 
Robow, was named religious 
affairs minister.

While some were horrified by the 

move, many Somalis have greeted 
with enthusiasm the entry into 
government of a man who used to 
be on the US list of most-wanted 
terrorists with a $5m (£4.2m) 
bounty on his head.

They include the MP and former 
BBC correspondent Moalimuu 
Mohamed who bears the scars of 
being caught up in five al-Shabab 
attacks. A targeted suicide bombing 
earlier this year left him fighting for 
his life.

" I  w e l c o m e  M r R o b o w ' s  
appointment," says Mr Mohamed.

"As a former jihadist leader he will 
contribute a lot to the fight against 
al-Shabab. He can work with the 
religious community to challenge 
extremist ideology and convince 
the militants that their beliefs do 
not follow the true path of Islam."

MrRobow fell out with al-Shabab 
in 2013. He publicly denounced the 
group, even donating blood for 
victims of a huge truck bombing in 
Mogadishu in October 2017 which 
killed nearly 600 people.

He was detained in December 
2018 and kept under house arrest 
unti l  he was named as a 
government minister. He said he 
received the phone call while in 
detention.

The security expert, Mr Mubarak, 
describes MrRobow's appointment 
as a "brilliant idea from a counter-
terrorism perspective".

"He is a powerful tool, especially in 
terms of ideology, as he will provide 
strong doctrinal pushback against 
al-Shabab. As a founding member 
of the group he knows them inside 
out. He knows how they think and 
how they act."

Others have reacted with horror to 
MrRobow's appointment and see it 
as yet another sign of the impunity 
that has marked Somalia's more 

than three decades of conflict.
Social media has been ablaze 

with criticism. Many of the 
remarks on Twitter were hostile:

"If Somalia was a working 
society, Robow would have been 
executed publicly."

"The appointment of this 
ruthless and vicious killer means 
only one thing: Al-Shabab has 
officially infiltrated Somalia's 
government."

Al-Shabab believes its former 
deputy leader's acceptance of a 
government job is a heinous 
crime, meriting the ultimate 
punishment.

In a 10-minute recorded 
s t a t e m e n t  t h e  g r o u p ' s  
spokesman, Ali Dheere, said 
"Robow is  an apostate.  
S h e d d i n g  h i s  b l o o d  i s  
permissible."

President Mohamud believes 
his appointment combined with 
a renewed military offensive will 
weaken al-Shabab sufficiently 
to force it into talks.

"It all depends on political 
will," says Mr Mubarak.

"The downfall of al-Shabab will 
only come if the African Union 
and other foreign forces, federal 
and regional troops, and local 
militias all come together. Only 
then will they negotiate and 
make compromises."

Militant-turned-minister Mr. 
Robow now talks of peace and 
forgiveness. He says he will 
work with Islamic scholars to 
persuade people to leave al-
Shabab by convincing them that 
what they do is un-Islamic.

But it is unclear whether the 
government's gamble will pay 
off, or simply strengthen al-
Shabab's resolve to fight harder 
than ever before.

Sosurce: BBC News

In an audacious appointment, Somalia's new government has included a former al-Shabab militant, who once fought against the 
authorities, in the cabinet, but the weekend's deadly hotel siege is a reminder of the tough task ahead for those in power. Mary 
Harper writes

Somalia:Struggle to defeat al-Shabab

The fight over control of the Hayat Hotel left much of it destroyed

Mohamud
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UROPE faced the 
prospect of a radiation 
disaster on Thursday E

when a Russian-occupied 
n u c l e a r  p l a n t  w a s  
disconnected from Ukraine's 
power gr id, President 
Volodomyr Zelensky has 
said.

It was only due to back-up 
electricity kicking in that the 
Zaporizhzhia plant was able 
to operate safely, he added.

Fires had earlier damaged 
overhead power l ines, 
cutting the plant off.

There is growing concern 
over fighting near the 
complex, which is the 
largest nuclear plant in 
Europe.

"If the diesel generators 
hadn't turned on, if the 
automation and our staff of 
the plant had not reacted 
after the blackout, then we 
would already be forced to 
overcome the consequences 
of the radiation accident," 
President Zelensky warned 
on Thursday night.

The damage was caused by 
fires which Ukraine's state 
nuclear agency said had 
interfered with power lines 
connecting the plant on 
Thursday,  temporar i ly  
cutting Zaporizhzhia off 
from the national grid for the 
first time in its history.

"As a result, the station's 
two working power units 
were disconnected from the 
network," Kyiv officials said.

The state nuclear company 
said work was under way on 
Friday to try to reconnect 
the reactors to the grid. 
Zaporizhzhia's other four 
reactors have been out of 
action for most of the war.

Satellite images taken on 
Wednesday showed an 
extensive fire burning in the 
immediate vicinity of the 
nuclear complex.

President Zelensky blamed 
the damage on Russian 

shelling, and in his nightly 
address accused Moscow of 
putting Ukraine and Europe 
"one step away" from 
disaster.

B u t  l o c a l  R u s s i a n -
a p p o i n t e d  g o v e r n o r  
Yevgeny Balitsky blamed 
the Ukrainian military for 
the strikes, accusing them 
of causing power outages to 
the region as a result. 
Russia's military took over 
the plant in early March, but 
it is still being operated by 
Ukrainian staff under 
difficult conditions.

Zaporizhzhia: World narrowly avoided radiation accident 
- Zelensky

HE  Wor l d  Hea l th  
Organization (WHO) T

b o s s ,  D r  T e d r o s  
Ghebreyesus, has revealed 
he is unable to send money 
to his "starving" relatives in 
Ethiopia's war-torn Tigray 
region.

"I have many relatives 
there. I want to send them 
money. I cannot send them 
money," he said in a press 
conference.

"I don't know even who is 
dead or who is alive," he 
continued.

Since the war began in 
2020, the region has been 
cut off from the outside 
world, with no phone or 
internet.

Ethiopia's government 
has been accused of 
imposing an aid blockade 
on the region which 
impeded crucial deliveries - 
something it blamed on the 
fighting.

Tens of thousands of 
civilians have died and 

millions are in urgent need 
of food aid. The World Food 
Programme says that 
almost half of Tigray's 5.5m 
population are in "severe" 
need of food.

It is not the first time Dr 
Tedros, a former Ethiopian 
health minister, has spoken 
a b o u t  t h e  w a r.  O n  
Wednesday he said the 
situation was worse than 
that  in  Ukra ine and 
suggested that racism was 
behind the difference in the 
global response.

"I can tell you that the 
humanitarian crisis in 
Tigray is more than Ukraine, 
without any exaggeration. 
And I said it many months 
ago, maybe the reason is 
the colour of the skin of the 
people in Tigray."

In 2020 he denied an 
E t h i o p i a n  g e n e r a l ' s  
accusations that he had 
helped procure weapons for 
the Tigray rebels. "There 
h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t s  

suggesting I am taking 
sides in this situation. This 
is not true," he tweeted at 
the time.

Fighting resumed this 
week after months of calm 
following the humanitarian 
truce agreed in March 
between Tigrayan forces 
a n d  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  
government.

On Friday Tigrayan forces 
said the government had 
conducted air strikes in the 
region's capital, Mekelle.

Television affiliated with 
the Tigrayan forces showed 
images of a destroyed 
building and said civilians 
were killed in the strikes, 
but there has been no 
government comment and 
the reports cannot be 
independently verified.

A spokesperson for the 
Tigray People's Liberation 
Front (TPLF), Getachew 
Reda, told the BBC's 
Newsday programme that 
heavy fighting was still 
going on and that the 
people of Tigray were 
suffering.

The TPLF blames the 
Ethiopian army for the 
outbreak of fighting, while 
Ethiopia blames the TPLF.

"We have people who are 
starving because of the 
siege imposed on us by the 
authorities in Addis Ababa 
and their partners in crime. 
We have people who 
d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d  
humanitarian aid, Mr 
Getachew said.

"It would be foolhardy for 
us to start a war when in 
actual fact our people are in 
need of humanitarian aid."

The government has not 
responded to BBC requests 
for comment.

Residents of Kobo, a city 
approximately 15 miles (25 
km) away from some of the 
reported fighting areas told 
the BBC what they saw 
amid the fresh outbreak of 
violence.

"We are hearing sounds of 
heavy weaponry. It can still 
be heard. The war has 

I can't help my starving family
- Ghebreyesus

already been escalated. An 
additional defence force is 
also entering the area," one 
woman said.

" The  commun i t y  i s  
confused and some are 
fleeing to the nearby city. 
But most of them are 
alongside the federal 
defence force and the 
Amhara special force to face 
what is coming," a man 
said.

The Tigray war broke out 
in Ethiopia's northernmost 
region in November 2020 - 
later spreading south to the 
Amhara and Afar regions.

Thousands were killed, 
over two million people fled 
their homes and some 
700,000 people were left 
l iving in "famine-l ike 
conditions", US officials 
said.

Israel drops prosecution 
of Jewish settler 

LI Hassan Harb was Astabbed and killed by an 
Israeli settler while on his land 
near Salfit in the West Bank, his 
family and rights groups said.

Illegal Jewish settlements are 
built across the occupied West 
Bank,, where settlers have 
conducted repeated attacks on 
Palestinians 

Ramallah, occupied West 
Bank  –  I s rae l ' s  S ta te  
Prosecutor has closed the case 
of an Israeli settler who 
stabbed a Palestinian man to 
death in June in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank.

The prosecution informed the 
family on Thursday that the 
investigation into the unnamed 
settler was closed “on the basis 
that the attack was a case of 
self-defence”, the youth's 
uncle.

Ali Hassan Harb, 27, was 
stabbed in the chest and killed 
on June 21 by an Israeli settler 
while on the Harb family's land 
in the town of Iskaka on the 
outskirts of Salfit city, near the 
illegal Jewish settlement of 
Ariel, according to rights 
groups and Harb's family.

He had gone down to the land 
along with other family 
members after a group of 
settlers arrived to set up an 
outpost.

Naeem Harb, the main 

witness to the attack and the 
youth's uncle, said the family 
intends to keep pushing for 
accountability despite the 
closure of the investigation.

The  State  Prosecutor  
released a statement on 
Thursday saying, “after 
reviewing evidence in the case, 
including statements from 
those involved in the incident … 
the decision was made to close 
the case since the claim of self-
defence could not be ruled 
out,” according to Israeli 
media.

He was approximately a 
metre away from his nephew 
when he was stabbed.

“The settlers came to our 
land and the killing happened 
in front of the army's eyes and 
under their protection,” said 
Naeem. “The settlers were not 
exposed to any danger. We 
went to the land and told them 
to leave, and they left, and 
then came back with the army 
and killed the martyr, Ali.”

“After the settler stabbed 
him, the soldiers prevented us 
from advancing to him or 
giving him any help. He was on 
the ground for 20 minutes, 
bleeding out,” added Naeem.

Documentation by rights 
group Yesh Din, which 
monitors settler attacks in the 
occupied West Bank, showed a 
similar sequence of events.

“Settlers arrived at the scene 
and attempted to set up a tent. 
Friction ensued and settlers left 
the place. Immediately 

afterward, soldiers arrived at the 
scene, and later the settlers 
returned,” Yesh Din said in a 
statement.

Settler violence and attacks 
are a daily reality for Palestinians 
in the occupied West Bank and 
East Jerusalem, where at least 
600,000 Israeli settlers live in 
approximately 250 illegal 
settlements, according to rights 
groups.

The  vas t  ma jo r i t y  o f  
investigations into attacks are 
closed without any punishment 
for the settlers.

According to Yesh Din, since 
2005, 92 percent of cases were 
closed at the end of an 
investigation without an 
indictment filed.

Only three percent of files have 
led to convictions in the same 
period.

Murad Samara, a social and 
political activist in Salfit, a 
governorate in the northern 
West Bank highly affected by 
settler attacks, said the closure 
of the investigation is part of 
longstanding Israeli policy.

“There is no justice in Israel's 
justice system,” Samara added. 
“Our people and our political 
leaders must search for 
alternatives in order to seize our 
rights and to hold settlers, and 
soldiers, and officers of the 
occupation accountable in 
international courts.”

“This is an occupation 
government. They give impunity 
to the settlers and to the army to 
kill Palestinians as they wish,” he 
said. “We do not bet on their 
government, or their justice.” 

N July Germany handed 
over two Benin BronzesI

Germany has signed an 
agreement to transfer 
ownership of 512 Benin 
Bronzes, hailed as the largest 
return of cultural artefacts 
looted from the continent in 
the 19th Century.

The agreement was signed 
between the Foundation of 
Prussian Cultural Heritage 
(SPK) and Nigeria's National 
Commission for Museums 
and Monuments (NCMM).

The first objects will be 
returned to Nigeria this year 
f rom the Ethno log ica l  
Museum in Berlin, according 
to a statement by the 
foundation.

"Around a third of the 
objects transferred will 
remain in Berlin on loan for 
an initial period of ten years 
and will be exhibited in the 
Humboldt Forum," it added.

The Benin Bronzes consist 
of thousands of metal 
sculptures and ivory carvings 
seized from the West African 
kingdom of Benin - in what is 
today Edo State in southern 
Nigeria - by a British military 
force in 1897.

Most ended up in European 
museums after being sold by 
businessmen and dealers.

In April 2021, the German 
government said it wanted to 
give back hundreds of Benin 
Bronzes.

A toxic gin concoction that 
killed 14 people in north-
western Uganda has left 
others blind, a doctor has 
said.

All the victims are believed 
to have consumed a locally 
manufactured spirit called 
City 5 Pineapple Flavoured 

Gin over the weekend in Madi-
Okollo district.

“These people have now lost 
their sight, some of them 
partially, while others are 
completely blind. Partially 
means they can still have a 
degree of vision but not what 
they used to have,” said Dr 
Onesmus Misoa from the Arua 
Referral Hospital.

Police have arrested four 
people over the incident while 
t h e  o w n e r  o f  a  g i n  
manufacturing plant is on the 
run.

Germany to return hundreds of Nigerian Benin Bronzes

Zelensky

Two Benin bronze earlier handed over to Nigeria
Ghebreyesus
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INISTER of Science, MT e c h n o l o g y  a n d  
Innovation,  Dr Adeleke 
Mamora  has said that 
development of the welding 
industry was vital to the 
growth of the steel sector.

Dr Mamora said this when 
the President of the Nigerian 
Institute of Welding Mr. 
Solomon Edebiri paid him a 
courtesy visit in his office in 
Abuja.

This was contained in a 
statement signed by the 
Deputy Director, Press and 
Public Relations in the 
ministry, Atuora Obed.

The Minister stated that the 
welding industry if properly 
developed, managed and 
sustained will not only create 
jobs for teeming unemployed 
youths but will also encourage 
mass production and growth of 
the steel industry in Country.

 He reiterated  government's 
efforts to ensure that welding 
is maintained in the school 
curriculum particularly in 
technical schools, adding that 

i t  w i l l  lead to  overa l l  
development and sustainability 
of the welding industry.

Dr Mamora however, warned 
that meaningful achievement 
will not be made without 
s yne r g y  and  e f f e c t i v e  
application of principle of 5Cs 
w h i c h  i s  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  
Communication, Coordination, 
Cordiality and Collaboration in 
order to lift the country to 
greater heights.

Earlier, the Minister of state, 
Chief Ikechukwu Henry Ikoh, 
said that to achieve rapid 
industrialisation, Nigerians 
must be trained on the skill of 
welding so as to avoid 
employing  professionals from 
abroad.

He  fu r ther  sa id  that  
indigenous welders must be 
encouraged to be thorough in 
their work so as to be 
internationally competitive.

The President of the institute 

Dr. Solomon Edebiri said that 
his institute and the ministry 
have collaborated on many 
fronts, including the drafting of 
the National Institute of 
Welding.

Development of welding industry, vital 
From Dorcas Pankyes, 

Abuja

H E  a t t e n t i o n  o f  THeadquarters Sector 2 
Joint Task Force North East 
Operation Hadin Kai has been 
drawn to a publication by 
Premium Times dated 21 
August 2022 alleging that the 
Nigerian Police in Yobe State 
have arrested two soldiers 
over the murder of an Islamic 
cleric, Sheikh Goni Gashua.
This was contained in a 

statement issued by the 
Assistant Director, Army 
Public Relations
Headquarters Sector 2, 

Operation HADIN KAI, Capt. 
Kennedy Anyanwu Sunday.
The Sector, in collaboration 

with Yobe State Police 

Command is carrying out 
investigation to unravel the 
identity of the suspected 
soldiers. Additionally, the 
Sector has instituted a Board 
of Inquiry to unravel the 
circumstance surrounding 
the unfortunate incident. At 
the end of the investigation, 
the soldiers will be made to 
face the full wrath of both 
military and civil laws.

This incident is highly 
regrettable given the Sector's 
d i s p o s i t i o n  a n d  z e r o  
tolerance on violation of Code 
of Conduct and Rules of 
engagement for troops, the 
statement read in part.
Consequently, the Sector 

wishes to commiserate with 
the family of the victim and 
the good people of Yobe State 
and promised that justice 
would be served accordingly.

From DORCAS PANKYES,
 Abuja

JTF reacts to allegation of 
murder by soldiers

INISTER of Defence Maj MGen Bashir Salihi 
Magashi (rtd) has demanded 
quick  act ion  towards  
implementing bilateral  
military agreements between 
the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria and the Republic of 
India.
This was contained in a 

statement signed by the 
Special Assistant to the 
Minister of Defence on Media 
and Publicity, Mohammad 
Abdulkadri.
General Magashi stated this 

during a courtesy call on him 
by the Indian Minister of State 
for External Affairs and 

Parliamentary Affairs  Shriv 
Nuraleedharam at the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  De f ence  
Headquarters, Ship House 
Abuja.
He said, moving forward 

time is of essence towards 
achieving the desired end - 
s t a t e  i n  i m p r o v e d  
collaboration to support the 
Armed Forces of Nigeria in the 
areas of equipments in aid of 
the current fight against 
banditry, terrorism and piracy 
in the nation's territorial 
waters.
While appreciating the visit 

of the Indian powerful 
delegation, the Defence 
Minister placed on record the 
valued military capacity 
bui lding  programmes,   
trainings and intelligence 
sharing between the two 
countries and assured them 
that he will attend the forth 
coming Defence Expo in India 
slated for October this year.
The Indian Minister of State 

For External Affairs Shriv 
Muraleedharam who led the 
8- man delegation on the 
courtesy call thanked the 
Defence Minister for oiling the 
wheel of progress of the age-
long military bilateral  
partnership between the two 
countries which he said dates 
back to 1958, two year before 
Nigeria got her independent.
The leader of Indian 

delegation congratulated the 
Defence Minister for his three 
years in office and assured 
him of quick impact support 
to  dr ive  the  mutual  
agreements between the two 
countries.

Minister to drive military partnership 
between Nigeria/India

From DORCAS PANKYES,
 Abuja

N line with its philosophy 
of rescue, Governor 
Simon Bako Lalong I

approved the payment of 
fifteen year backlog of 
licenses of the Plateau Radio 
and Television (PRTVC) owed 
the Nigerian Broadcasting 
Commission (NBC), totaling 
one hundred fourteen million, 
five hundred thousand Naira 
(1, 14,500,000.00)only. This 
happened months before the 
regulatory body took the 
drastic action of shutting 
down over 50 defaulting 
broadcasting station.
G o v e r n o r  L a l o n g ' s  

magnanimity is an uncommon 
demons t ra t i o n  o f  t h e  
commitment he has exhibited 
to see that democracy thrives 
by providing the citizens 
platforms to be informed, 
educated and entertained.
Management of PRTVC 

expresses appreciation to 
Governor Lalong for this 
p r o g r e s s i v e  a c t  o f  
commitment and resilience 
and assures him that PRTVC 
will rise up to the occasion by 
discharging its mandate with 
u t m o s t  d e c o r u m ,  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  
professionalism.
The Ministry of Information 

and Communication as well as 

management and staff of 
PRTVC consider the Governor's 
intervention as a boost to 
action which will translate to 
greater commitment to duty 
by rejigging the Corporation's 
programme content and 
service delivery.
By this development, the era 

Lalong offsets N114.5m
 to rescue PRTVC from NBC

Lalong

Bashir

Mamora

Audu

HE Catholic Archbishop of TJos, His Grace, Most Rev Dr 
Mathew IshayaAudu, has 
inaugurated the House of 
Prayer, Poor and Peace of the 
Community of Sant' Egidio 
Nigeria to accommodate both 
the weak, poor, aged and the 
vulnerable to the glory of God.

  This took place at the 
Sant'Egidio,BusaBuji in Jos-
North Local Government Area 
of Plateau State, Saturday 
where members trooped 
enmasse as early as 8:00am to 
witness the occasion.

While delivering a sermon on 
the occasion, the Archbishop of 
Jos prayed that the house 
become the home of peace, and 
urged them to be patient with 
one another because they were 
instruments of peace saying, 
"when you are in peace with 
each other, you will be able to 
translate same to the larger 
society".

  He observed that, majority 
of people these days were so 
pessimistic and so much belittle 
the God-given talents in them, 
challenging them not to think 
about the quantity of the 
talents they may have to offer, 
but the results of what they 
could offer for the propagation 
of the Good News of peace in 
connection with God.

Audu, therefore, called on 
them to stay away from tribal 
sentiments because it destroys 
the purpose of God for 
mankind, hence the need for 

them to work toward bringing 
back the family foundation of 
God which started with Adam 
since all religions profess to 
the fact that humanity started 
with Adam and Eve.

  However, the Cleric 
expressed concern that, the 
selfishness and greed of man 
has denied many people today 
the privilege to enjoy God's 
plan for mankind He has 
provided everything sufficient 
for us to live peacefully.

  Appreciating God for his 
faithfulness, the Country 
Representative, Community 
of Sant'Egidio Nigeria, Prince 
Henry Ezike, thanked the 
Archdiocese of Jos for this 
prominent feat, and the gift of 
having His Grace' acceptance 
to come and bless the House 
of the Community today 

irrespective of his busy 
schedules.

  "We are also grateful to the 
Mother Community in Rome 
and the Community in Belgium 
for their unflinching moral 
support and we are most 
grateful to friends of Late 
Bishop Leon for the financial 
support as reflected in this 
structure we all see today, we 
call the Community House of 
Peace", he appreciated.

  The House of Peace Land 
was donated by His Grace, 
A r c h b i s h o p  I g n a t i u s  
AyouKaigama, on November 7, 
2018 and commissioned by 
A r c h b i s h o p  M a t h e w  
IshayaAudu on August 27, 
2022 as this House of the 
Community of Sant' Egidio, 
and dedicated to Bishop Leon 
Lemmens who died in 2017.

Archbishop inaugurates home of peace
BY EZEKIEL 
DONTINNA

of lackadaisical attitude, 
t r u a n c y  a n d  
unprofessionalism by staff of 
PRTV should be eschewed as 
any breach will not tolerated.
It will be recalled that prior 

to the Governor's gesture, 
PRTVC was under threat of 
closure by NBC for unpaid 
license fees of up to 15 years.

He informed the minister of 
the establishment of a 
Nat ional  Capac i ty  and 
Capability Development Plan. 
for Welding and related skills.



BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

HIEF Medical Director of 
Plateau Specialists 
Hosp i ta l  Jos ,  Dr.  C

Filimon Golwa, has expressed 
optimism that Plateau State 
has enough space for the 
hosting of National Orthopedic 
Centre approved by the 
Federal Government.

 He gave the assurance 
recently in an interview with 
SUNDAY STANDARD in his 
office in Jos, the state capital 
following the approval of siting 
of the agency by the Federal 
Ministry of Health in the state.

 The CMD said "it is so 
difficult to say because that is 
a policy thing. Government 
from the Ministry of Health is 
working assiduously to really 
get a better location that will 
fit the National Orthopedic 
Centre in Plateau State.

 "I cannot say for now, 
because government is 
working frantically to make 
sure that they get befitting 
place where it will fit for this 
agency. We have enough place 
at the extreme end of our 
hospital and all we need to do 
is to reclaim the land and turn 
it around for any services that  
will good for us.

We have space for
 National Orthopedic Centre 

-Golwa

 "But, we have enough space 
on the Plateau here. We have 
the old JUTH, we have the 
Lalong Legacy Projects that 
are all over the state. So, 
government can decide to use 
any one of these projects and 
turn it around to be the 
National Orthopedic Centre. 
We do not have a problem 

with that", he assured.
 Golwa, added that Plateau 

State has been blessed with so 
many life changing agencies, 
hence the need for the 
government to rise up to its 
responsibilities and take a 
swift action that would help 
create job opportunities for 
the youth in the state. 

Golwa

Ishaku

By DUMAH RANDONG

HE Chr is t ian Hea l th  TAssociation of Nigeria, 
(CHAN) has said it was poised 
t o  f o r g e  a  f o rm i dab l e  
partnership with the Plateau 
State government to explore 
areas of mutual benefits.
  Executive Director of CHAN, 
Michael Idah who stated this 
when he paid a visit on 
Governor Simon Lalong at 
Government, House, Rayfield, 
Jos, Wednesday, noted that 
they were mindful of the fact 
that the state vision and 
mission were at tandem with 
that of their organization which 
was to provide accessible and 
affordable healthcare services 
to citizens of the state.
  He said the organization was 
also mindful of the fact that 
government could not achieve 
these alone hence; the need to 
par tner  w i th  the  s ta te  
government as its facilities and 
services were a great strength 
to help it achieve laudable 
health for all.

The Executive Director 

however commended governor 
Lalong for his passion and 
commitment to the Universal 
Health Coverage which was one 
of the most prominent global 
health services and strategy.

  He appealed to the state 
government to make policies 
that recognize, encourage, 
support CHAN and other faith 
based organizat ions for 
effective health delivery 
especially the hard- to -reach 
areas among others.

Governor Simon Lalong 
represented by his Deputy, 
Prof. Sony Tyoden commended 
CHAN for complimenting 
government in providing health 
care delivery to citizens over 
the years noting that what they 
have been doing was in line with 
the history of faith based 
organizations who did not only 
come with the gospel but health 
care as well. 

Lalong pointed out that the 
issue of health care was not the 
business of government alone 
and called on other well 
meaning individuals and 

organizations to compliment 
governments efforts stressing 
that his administration was 
committed to qualitative health 
care to the people of the state.

W h i l e  a s s u r i n g  t h e  

organization, Lalong said 
government will study areas of 
partnership with the view to 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o w a r d s   
successful implementation of 
the programme.

CHAN to partner PLSG for mutual benefits

Bogoro GL boss warns on bad elements habouring

From VICTOR GAI, 
Jalingo

ARABA State House of TAssembly has screened 
eight nominees for the post of 
commissioners and caretaker 
chairmen for the 16 Local 
Government Councils of the 
state.

The House had received an 
executive communication 
from Governor Darius Ishaku 
seeking the endorsement of 
the House for the eight 
commissioners and caretaker 
chairmen, vice chairmen and 
councillors.

When the Speaker of the 
House, Joseph Albasu Kunini, 
read the communication 
during plenary; the House 
gave a speedy approval.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r -
nominees screened and 
approved by the House 
include: Lois Emmanuel, Iliya 
Agabi, Emmanuel Masa-Ibi, 
Shuaibu Yakubu Maliki, 
Hassan Bappa, Saleh Saad, 
Dr. David Ishaya Kassa and 
John Mboli.

The 16 caretaker committee 
chairmen include: Ismaila 
Zakari for Ardo Kola LGC, 

Aminu Hassan for Jalingo 
LGC, Bale Bako for Ibi LGC 
and Abershi Musa for Ussa 
LGC.

Others are: Paul Garba 
Dogo- Gashaka LGC, Boyi 
Manja Abershi- Takum LGC, 
Amamzalla John Joseph- 
Kurmi LGC, Ali Nicodemus Iki- 
Donga LGC, Micah Danbaba- 

TRHA screens eight 
commissioner-nominees

Bali LGC and Andrew Luka 
Zanya for Zing LGC.

Former lawmaker,  Dr.  
Abubakar Jugulde, Pastor 
Daniel Zading, Dan Asali Biru, 
Adi Daniel, Nemuel Tuno, Barr. 
Shehu  Vok s  we r e  f o r  
Sardauna, Lau, Gassol, 
WukariW, Yorro and Karim 
Lamido LGCs respectively. 

IFE of Niger State 

Governor Hajiya Amina W
Abubakar Sani Bello has said 

Niger State has the highest 

number of youths involved in 

drug abuse in North Central 

Nigeria.
 Hajiya Amina Bello stated 

this while declaring a two day 

stakeholders, workshop on the 

implementation of the At-Risk 

Children programme open at 

Haske Hotel, Minna Niger 

State.
This finding, according to her 

was as a result of 2017 

research which put Niger State 

at the peak of drugs related 

vices resulting to some clashes 

among youths in the state.
 "I am aware that the At-Risk 

Children Programme is an 

intervention that offers a multi-
dimensional, broad-spectrum 

approach to its nearly 13.2 

million out-of-school children 

as estimated by the UNICEF". 

She said
 " The Northern part of the 

country including Niger State 

has been more devastated 

accounting for the 69% of the 

devastated children scattered 

across the region".
She was optimistic that the 

workshop was conceptualized 

among other things as cardinal 

milestone in the journey to 

implement ARC-P in the state.
Dr. Amina reiterated that the 

workshop will also help the 

state define a clear path on 

w h a t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  

programme should be pursue 

to remedy the vulnerabilities of 

children lacking basic social 

protection across the state.

From MATHEW 
JWANTU, Minna

Niger leads in drug addiction surge

She called on religious 

leaders, traditional rulers, 

government, parents and other 

relevant stakeholders to 

double thier efforts to ensure 

these feat is achieved.
Also speaking, Secretary to 

Niger State Government, Alhaji 

Ibrahim Matane  applauded the 

Federal Government for 

pioneering this solution based 

programme finding solutions to 

the documented vulnerabilities 

of children lacking basic social 

protection across an array of 

areas of need.
 He said, Niger State 

government  under  the  

leadership of Alh. Abubakar 

Sani Bello has since keyed into 

related areas of interest by 

ARC-P programme. 
"For instance, in order to 

increase equitable access for 

out-of-school children and 

improve basic literacy in Niger 

S t a t e  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  

accountability for results in 

basic education, the state has 

completed mapping on Almajiri 

clusters around 20 out of the 

25 local governments in the 

state. And having met all other 

conditions it is graded category 

'A' among the 17 participating 

states in BESDA programme of 

the Federal Government. This 

is an indication that keying into 

t h e  A t  R i s k  C h i l d r e n  

programme in Niger state will 

h a v e  a  s e a m l e s s  

implementation if given the 

needed support". 

Part of his statement 

e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  

enthronement of functional 

and coordinated programme 

that aims at remedying the 

vulnerabilities of the At-Risk 

Children especially at the basic 

education level has been part 

of our deliberate attempt at 

reducing the number of out-of-

school children in the state.
 This has been instrumental 

to the swift successes recorded 

by the (Better Education 

Service Delivery for All) BESDA 

programme in the state. Our 

overall target in this direction is 

to ensure the creation of a 

purposeful and sustainable 

system that supports the 

development of character and 

learning in our youths for self-

reliance", he explained.
Matane added that Niger 

State government will leverage 

on the existing state initiatives 

and programmes to provide 

support and strengthen efforts 

f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

implementation of The At-Risk 

Children programme in Niger 

State.
He stated that Niger State 

Government will collect all 

required data on At-Risk 

Children and young adults, that 

fall under the 19 categories of 

vulnerable children which we 

have already identified with the 

mindset to create a benign 

environment for the vulnerable 

and out-of-school kids, as well 

as of reprogramming the minds 

of these targets through 

continuous stakeholder's 

HAIRMAN of Bogoro CLo ca l  Gove rnmen t  
Council in Bauchi State, Hon. 
Iliya Habila has warned 

traditional rulers and the 
people of the area against 
acts that would breach peace 
and security.  

Habila gave the warning 
while addressing traditional 
rulers, religious leaders, 
leaders of farmers and 
herders, security agents and 
other stakeholders during a 
meeting in the area.  The 
Chairman warned the 
traditional rulers and leaders 

of Fulani groups against 
indiscriminate acceptance of 
strangers whose mission and 
purpose were not known in 
the area.  

According to him, Bogoro 
which is currently peaceful is 
surrounded by neighboring 
areas which had serious 
security challenges, hence 
the need to be cautious in 
entertaining strangers. 

He said of late, following 
p r e s s u r e  f r o m  t h e  
n e i g h b o r i n g  L o c a l  
Governments and Plateau, 
bad elements have been 
making attempts to come to 
t h e  a r e a  wh i c h  wa s  
detrimental to peace and 
security. Habila told the 
traditional rulers that on no 
account would they accept 
any stranger except after due 
scrutiny by the authorities in 
consultation with ardos.  

On  the  re l a t i onsh ip  
between farmers  and 
herders especially during the 
rainy season, the chairman 
advised either parties from 
taking the laws into its hand 
in cases of breach of any law.    

Habila advised farmers 
against blocking cattle routes 
while urging the herders 
against destruction of 
farmlands in order of to have 
harmonious relationship.    

Habi la also enjoined 
parents to monitor the 
activities of their wards as 
part of efforts to ensure 
peace and security. 

The Chairman commended 
the three district heads of 
BOGORO, Boi and Lusa as 
well as security agents in the 
area for their prompt report 
and mediation in crises. In 
their separate remarks, the 
village heads, hamlet heads, 
s e c u r i t y  a g e n t s ,  
representatives of youth 
tribal groups, religious 
groups thanked the Local 
Government authorities for 
providing an avenue for the 
interaction.
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A U C H I  S t a t e  
Primary Health BCare Development 

Agency (BSPHCDA) has 
launched ROTA vaccines 
that will be mainstreamed 
i n t o  i t s  r o u t i n e  
i m m u n i z a t i o n  ( R I )  
campaigns across the 
State.

Addressing mothers, 
hea l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e  
providers and other key 
stakeholders on Thursday 
25th August 2022, at Kofar 
Dumi Primary Healthcare 
Centre in Bauchi, shortly 
before launching the ROTA 
vaccine, the state executive 
chairman of the Agency Dr. 
Rilwanu Mohammed said 
the oral vaccine is meant to 
check Diarrhoeal Disease 
that is caused by ROTA 
Virus among under five 
children.

  According to Dr. Rilwanu 
Mohammed,

“ROTA vaccine is meant to 
protect your under five 
children against Diarrhoeal 
diseases, Dehydration and 
Hospitalization.

“Ensure that your children 
get the required doses of 
the ROTA vaccines at 6, 10 
and 14 weeks of age. All 
vaccines are effective, safe 
and free”, Dr. Mohammed 
urged mothers and care 
givers".

He disclosed that Bauchi 
State Government has 
received 200,000 doses 
f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Government and that more 
will be received in due 
course.

He thanked the Federal 

G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  
International Partners for 
making available the ROTA 
vaccines, assuring that it will 
be judiciously utilize across 
all the 20 local government 
areas of the state.

“Going forward, the ROTA 
vaccines will be included into 
all RI campaigns as one of 
t h e  a n t i g e n s  t o  b e  
administered to all eligible 
children in the State”, said 
Dr. Mohammed.

In a goodwill message, the 
representative of WHO Mr. 
Tarik Beru congratulated the 
state for launching ROTA 
v a c c i n e  a n d  a l s o  
mainstreaming it into their 
RI campaign.

He called on care givers to 
avai l  themselves the 
opportunity by bringing 
the i r  ch i ldren  to  be  
immunize, stressing that, 
“this is another effort at 

mitigating child mortality 
and morbidity in the 
community”.

Also speaking, the Zonal 
Coordinator of NPHCDA, 
Mallam Bashir Maidabino, 
said the launching of the 
ROTA vaccine could not 
have come at a better, 
time than now looking at 
the damage diarrhoea is 
causing among children.

He also appeal to the 
mothers to complement 
the efforts of health 
agencies by imbibing the 
culture of hand washing, 
sanitation and personal 
hygiene at the household 
level.The two ret i red 
D i r e c t o r s ;  A bah  and  
Suleiman, in turn thanked 
the Commissioner, the 
management and staff of the 
Ministry for their cooperation 
while in service and the 
honour done them at 
retirement.

BSPHCDA launches Rota vaccine
From ABBAS GUNGURA,

Bauchi From WILLIE ATTAH, Gombe

OVERNOr Muhammad 
Inuwa Yahaya of  G

Gombe State says his 
administration has been 
executing programmes and 
projects that goes in tandem 
with the aspirations of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG's) in the last 
three years.

He told the Senior Special 
Assistant to the President on 
SDGs, Princess Adejoke 
Orelope-Adefulire, when she 
visited him in Abuja that, 
"we identified our priority 
areas across all sectors and 
so far, what we have been 
able to do within the last 
three years are in tandem 
with the aspirations of the 
SDGs”. 

According to him, "We have 
a clear vision and we have 
focused our attention to the 
p r o v i s i o n  o f  q u a l i t y  
e d u c a t i o n ,  e f f e c t i v e  
h e a l t h c a r e ,  s o c i a l  
infrastructure and human 
capital development that 
cascade all through the 
state”.  

He said, his administration 
a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e  
significance of the SDGs in 
driving global and national 
deve lopment  agenda ,  
describing its 17 goal as the 
b e d r o c k  o f  h u m a n  
development. 

However, going through 
Gombe State's 3rd year 
scorecard and progress 
report document presented 
to her by the Governor, 
Princess Orelope-Adefulire, 

was visibly astonished with 
the feats attained by the 
Inuwa-led administration 
within three years of its 
stewardship.  

According to the Director 
General, Press Affairs, Gombe 
Government House, Ismaila 
Uba Misilli, Gombe State 
Government and the office of 
the Senior Special Assistant to 
the President on SDGs, has 
been hav ing a s t rong  

RESIDENT of Plateau 
Publishing Corporation, P

Multi-Purpose Cooperative 
Society Limited (PPC MCS 
LTD), Mrs. Jennifer Yarima 
has assures collaboration 
with the Apex body of 
Cooperatives Financing 
Agency.

Yarima disclosed this 
during a courtesy visit by the 
Board members of Plateau 
State Cooperatives Financing 
A g e n c y  ( P S C FA ) ,  o n  
Wednesday in PPC Board 
room, adding that the visit 
was apt, considering the 

By HOSEA NYAMLONG economic challenges faced by 
the Primary Cooperative 
Societies today.

She pointed out that the 
delay in remittances from the 
s tate  government  has 
affected the smooth running 
of the primary societies, while 
members are in need of 
money to solve their pressing 
needs cannot access funds.

"The remittance is in piece 
meals, which is not enough to 
meet up with the needs of 
members, let alone to attend 
to other projects in the 
society that would benefit 
members."

She appealed to the Apex 

PPC MCS to collaborate with PSCFA
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body to intensify more 
efforts, by ensuring that 
the needful is done by 
government, because 
societies cannot operate 
successfully without funds.

 Earlier speaking, the 
Pres ident  of  PSCFA, 
Pharm. Lenka Musa, stated 
that their aimed of the visit 
was to familiarize and 
interact with PPC MCS 
EXCO to know their 
challenges and where they 
can assist in solving the 
problems.

He stressed that most of 
the primary societies, 
especially the workers 
cooperative societies in 
both Federal and State 
government are being 
faced with the challenged 
of non-remittances of their 
deductions. 

He encouraged societies 
to have share capital, for 
this funds would be used to 
i nve s t  i n t o  va r i ou s  
lucrative businesses that 
would generate more 
income to the society at 
the end of the day.

Musa observed that most 
o f  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  
societies are in the habit  
of using member's savings 
to invest into businesses, 
which is wrong and is not 
proper.

"Savings are meant for 
l o a n s  t o  m e m b e r s ,  
because at the point of exit 
of members from service, 
the savings would serve as 
a bedrock that would 
sus ta ined  members ,  
pending when retirement 
benefits would be ready”.

He maintained that the 
apex body have outlined a 
lots of programmers for 

the primary societies and 
one of the programme they 
have embarked is the 
familiarization tour to all the 
primary societies in Plateau 
State.

He called on societies to 
think within and outside of 
the box, in which he believes, 
it would help in generating 
more economic ideas in 
sustaining the viability of the 
primary societies in this 
present day economy.

We've executed programmes in 
tandem with SDG's...

Bauchi gov't Presents brand new fire fighting vehicles to State fire service

Mohammed

collaboration in the areas of 
high quality education, good 
primary health care, human 
capital development and girl 
child development among 
others. 

He said during the meeting, 
Governor Inuwa and the 
Senior Special Assistant to 
the President discussed ways 
of strengthening the already 
e x i s t i n g  p a r t n e r s h i p  
between Gombe State 
Gove rnmen t  and  t he  
Presidency. 

Gov. Inuwa

O V E R N O R  B a l a  GM o h a m m e d ,  o f  
Bauchi state has purchased  
brand fire fighting vehicles 
for the State fire 
service with a view to 
render effective respond to 
fire disasters related 
issues.

new 

The Secretary to the state 
government,  Barr ister  
Ibrahim Kashim, while 
presenting the keys of the 
donated vehicles to the fire 
Service Management, urge 
them to handle the vehicles 
with proper care for effective 
service delivery. 

He said the donation of the 
fire fighting vehicles was 
part of the determination of 
the administrat ion of  
Governor Bala Mohammed 
to provide the fire service 
w i t h  w e l l - e q u i p p e d  
equipment's to discharge its 
responsibilities efficiently. 

"We are grateful to His 
Excellency, Governor Bala 
Mohammed for purchasing 
these vehicles to Fire Service 
to improve operations, we 
are all aware that fire service 
in our state is facing 
challenges of lack of modern 
equ ipment ' s  and  the  
vehicles we are donating 

today is part of efforts to 
address the challenges" he 
said.

Barrister Kashim used the 
occasion to reassure the 
people of the state that the 
state government is doing 
everything possible to 
prov ide  modern  f i re  
fighting vehicles in each of 
the local government area 
of the state to alleviate 
their sufferings during fire 
disasters.

In his response, the 
Director of Fire Service in 
the state, Engineer Bala 
Garba expressed gratitude 
t o  B a u c h i  s t a t e  
Government particularly, 
Governor Bala Mohammed 
for the donation of the 
vehicles, assuring to utilize 
them timely, efficiently and 
effectively  by responding 
t o  f i r e  d i s a s t e r s  
immediately.

From ABBAS GUNGURA, Bauchi

HE T
University of 

Benin, Edo State has 
graduated students in 
various Departments of the 
institute. 

Among the graduated 
students is Mr. Zakka  Isa 
Fom from Plateau State, a 
senior Legislative Aide  to RI 
Hon. Onofiok Luke Akpan a 
federal lawyer from Akwa 
Ibom State, Who backed a 
master in parliamentary 
administration.

The ceremony which took 
place within the National 
Assembly complex was 
attended by Representatives 
of both the Senate President, 
Senator Ahmed Lawal and 
S p e a k e r,  H o n .  F e m i  
Bajabiamila and other 
dignitaries including the Vice 
Chancellor University of 
NILDS among others. 

In their separate messages 
on the occasion both the 
Senate President and the 
speaker who said the 
importance of Education can 

National Institute 
f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  

Democratic studies (NILDS  
affiliated with  

never be over emphasized; 
urged the grandaunts not to 
relent in pursuing further 
studies, because education 
according to them is from 
cradle to grave.

On their part, the vice 
chancellor and the Director 
General of NILDS urged the 
graduating students to be 
good ambassadors of the 
schools anywhere they find 
themselves just as they also 
advise them not to forget their 
alma mata because any river 
that ignores its source will dry 
up in no  time.

The occasion was witnessed 
by so many dignitaries across 
all walks of life, especially 
members of the college old 
student's association.

One of the graduating 
students, Mr. Zakka Isa Fom 
expressed his happiness over 
the successful completion of 
his studies. 

H e  t h a n k e d  t h e  
management of the college 
for the support given them 
during their studies. 

Fom stated that the studies 
will enhance his productivity 
in the parliament being one 
of the oldest legislative Aids 
in the National Assembly 
(NASS).

From JIDAUNA YANUNG Abuja

UniBen graduates NILDS students

Yarima
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XECUTIVE Chairman of 

J o s  N o r t h  L o c a l  

Government Shehu E
Bala Usman has reiterated the 

desire of his administration to 

complete all ongoing projects 

initiated by his administration.
This according to the council 

chairman is in fulfillment of the 

social contract between his 

administrat ion and the  

inhabitants of the area to 

b oo s t  s o c i o  e c onom i c  

activities of the people. 
The chairman stated this at 

the commissioning of the 

rehabi l i tated pedestr ian 

bridge in Gangare linking 

Rikkos in Jos.
It would be recalled that last 

month houses in Gangare and 

some parts of Rikkos were 

submerged by floods which 

affected some pedestrian 

bridges within the community.
Worried by this development, 

stakeholders of the two 

c ommun i t i e s  me t  and  

intimated the chairman who 

promptly visited these areas 

to assess the situation for 

himself and immediately 

directed the Supervisory 

Councilor for Social Services 

John Ar i  Voda to  put   

measures to ameliorate the 

plight of inhabitants.
While commissioning the 

pedestrian bridge, amidst 

jubilation by elated residents, 

the chairman said, the 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

pedestrian bridge was part of 

the continuous efforts by his 

administration to transform 

the area and make life 

bearable for the people.
He lauded Governor Simon 

Lalong for executing several 

developmental projects in Jos 

North coupled with the ongoing 

const ruc t ion  o f  Br i t i sh  

American overhead bridge, 

rehabilitation and construction 

of road network in the locality.
This among several others, 

the Chairman stated have 

proven the love Governor 

Simon Lalong have for the 

people of Jos North Local 

Government.
The Chairman used the 

opportunity to restate his 

relationship with the legislative 

arm of Jos Council remains 

cordial noting that together 

they will offer democratic 

dividends  to the people.
Counc i lor  represent ing 

G a n g a r e  Wa r d ,  U m a r  

Abubakar commended the Jos 

North Chairman for responding 

quickly to the plight of his 

constituents stressing that 

Shehu Usman’s commitment 

I will complete all my projects

to governance and the social 

economic prosperity of the 

area was unparalleled and 

assured him of the total 

support of the people of 

Gangare to his administration.
APC Chairman of Jos North 

Local Government, Sani 

Gangare and the Gangare 

Community Leader, Malam 

Guda  appreciated the 

chairman for coming to the aid 

of the people noting that the 

road linking Gangare to Rikkos 

was a source of worry adding 

that with the intervention of 

the the Local Authority  a sight 

o f  r e l i e f  t o  t h e  t w o  

communities.
Highpoint of the occasion was 

the presentation of  an award 

of excellence by the Gangare 

community to the Council 

Chairman for his outstanding 

contribution to humanity as 

well as Gangare community. 

RATTAWU eulogises Bello
 over payment of NBC fees

OGI State Chapter of KRadio, Television, Theatre 
and Art Workers' Union 
(RATTAWU), has praised 
Governor Yahaya Bello for the 
payment of operational licence 
f e e s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Broadcasting Commission 
(NBC) and purchase of new 
transmitter for Radio Kogi.

T h e  u n i o n  h a s  a l s o   
commended the state governor 
,  for creating enabling 
environment for the state Radio 
station to thrive.

The state Chairman of 
RATTAWU, Comrade Haruna 
Isah gave the commendation 
during a courtesy visit to the 
General  Manager of  kogi State 
Broadcasting coperation, the 
management of Radio kogi, Mr 
Ojo Oyila in his office on Friday.

Comrade Isah appreciated 
the efforts of the state 
governor in  attempt to arrest 
the challenge bedevilling the 
state broadcasting station, 
particularly the purchase of 
new transmitter for Radio Kogi 
and settlement of National 
B r o a d c a s t i n g                                              
C o m m i s s i o n ' s  
service fees recently .
W h i l e  C o m r a d e  I s a h   
condemned the action of 
N a t i o n a l  B r o a d c a s t i n g  
Commission, NBC for shutting 
down the station and others 
over non payment of service 
fees, he stated that the 
commission should note that 
the media is an oxygen of 
d e m o c r a c y .

" The action of the NBC was 
uncalled for, considering the 
security challenges and the 
forthcoming general election in 
the country. NBC should 
understand that the media is an 
oxygen of democracy", he said.

Comrade Isah thanked the 
general manager of Radio Kogi 
for his efforts in ensuring that 
the station bounce back to 
function shortly, stressing that 
the union will stand by him in 
this direction. 

The RATTAWU state chairman 

added further that the new 
leadership  was ready to assist 
in any form to ensure his efforts 
yield the desired result and the 
situation become normal in the 
radio station

In his remarks, the general 
manager thanked the new 
executive members, soliciting 
their cooperation for smooth 
operation of the state radio 
s t a t i o n .
Mr Oyila who assured that the 
s ta t ion  w i l l  commence  
operation shortly thanked 
Governor Yahaya Bello for 
standing by the state radio at 
this period. 

From AMEDU JOSEPH,

 Lokoja

From Abbas Gungura, 

Bauchi
I N I S T E R  o f  MHumanitarian Affairs, 

Disaster Management and 

Social Development, Sadiya 

Umar Farouq has called for 

improved actualization of 

the Humanitarian ministry's 

mandate. 
The Minister made the call 

while declaring open a two-

day Management Retreat 

for staff and agencies of the 

Ministry of Humanitarian 

A f f a i r s ,  D i s a s t e r  

Management and Social 

Development. 
In her keynote address 

made at the NAF Conference 

Centre, Abuja, 
Farouq noted that natural 

disasters and man-made 

crises across the country 

have adversely impacted 

-Usman

Farouq to actualise humanitarian ministry’s mandate

the lives and the well-being 

of many Nigerians hence the 

need for the ministry to look 

i n w a r d  t o w a r d s  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  

organizational structure of 

the ministry for improved 

service delivery. 
“This exercise is the 

a s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  

management staff of the 

h u m a n i t a r i a n  s e c t o r  

designed to brainstorm on 

ways of improving the 

actualization of the mandate 

of the ministry. It is also a 

period of stock taking and 

winding down to under-

s t u d y  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

implementation and impact 

of the various programmes 

of the Ministry including the 

National Social Investment 

Programmes (NSIPs).
“I commend the leadership 

of our various agencies, 

departments and units 

w h i c h  h a v e  w o r k e d  

tirelessly to ensure that the 

p oo r  a nd  vu l n e rab l e  

members of the society are 

given sustainable sense of 

belonging in the Country.
In his welcome address, 

the Permanent Secretary of 

the Ministry Dr Nasir Sani- 

Gwarzo, mni. NPOM noted 

that the in-house event is 

designed to assess the 

achievements, shortfalls 

and challenges of the 

ministry since its inception. 
“This auspicious gathering 

of the management staff of 

the entire humanitarian 

sector was designed as a 

veritable platform for 

brainstorming and stock 

taking on the journey so far. 
“We  have  t h e r e f o r e  

gathered here to critically 

e x a m i n e  o u r  m o d u s  

operendi, identify existing 

gaps and proffer enduring 

solutions to them.
We shall also examine the 

ministry's organizational 

structure as approved by 

the Office of the Head of Civil 

Service of the Federation 

with a view to strengthening 

it for efficient and effective 

service delivery”.
The Director of Planning , 

Research and Statistics of 

the ministry Mr Ralph 

Oraeluno said while setting 

the context for the retreat 

the objective was to enable 

participants to assess the 

strides taken so far by the 

ministry. 
“We are here as critical 

s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e  

humanitarian sector for two 

days to x-ray and assess our 

journey so far. How we have 

fared, possible gaps and 

proffer solutions to them so 

as to continue achieving.
“We are expected to find 

solutions to the problems 

that may be presented here 

by departments, agencies 

and units that tend to 

mi l i tate against the i r  

productivity.
“It is also a period of 

winding down so as to 

gather more strength for the 

great task ahead of the 

Min is t ry in  manag ing 

humanitarian issues in 

Nigeria”.
There were goodwi l l  

m e s s a g e s  f r o m  

representatives of the 

N a t i o n a l  E m e r g e n c y  

Management Agency, the 

National Commission for 

Refugees, Migrants and 

I n t e r n a l l y  D i s p l a c e d  

Persons, the Commission for 

Persons With Disabilities 

and the Office of the  Senior 

Special Assistant to the 

President on Sustainable 

D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s  

(OSSAP-SDGs).
The retreat with the  theme 

'S t reng then ing  Soc ia l  

Inclusion For Improved 

L i v i n g  S t a n d a r d  o f  

Nigerians' ends on Friday. 

HE relative peace being Tenjoyed in Plateau state 
has been attributed to the 
synergy among the various 
security agencies in the state.

 Governor Simon Lalong 
who s ta ted th i s  wh i le 
receiving the state directors 

o f the Department o f 
Security Service, DSS, 
North-Central geopolitical 
zone who paid him visit at 
G o v e r n m e n t ,  H o u s e  
Rayfield, Thursday, noted 

that the collaboration among 
the security agencies has 
anabled them to share 
intelligence which has helped 
in no small in restoring peace 
in the state.

Lalong represented by his 
Deputy, Professor Sonni 
Tyoden appreciated the 
contr ibution of DSS in 
particular for their role in 
intelligence gathering which 
has helped to achieved 
relative peace.

The governor said the issue 
of peace was the concern of 
everyone hence the need for 
citizens to contribute their 
quota and stressed that the 
state was the first to establish  
the Plateau Peace Building 
Agency in the country as a 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  h i s  
administration's commitment 
to peace.

He tasked the service to 
c o m e  u p  w i t h  
recommendations that will 
help the government address 
the security chal lenges 
bedeviling the state and the 
country at large especially 
with the increasing tempo of 
political activities ahead of 
the 2023 general election.

Earlier, Chairman of the 
Forum of State Directors, 
DSS, North-Central zone and 
Kogistate Director of DSS, 
Tosin Ajayi had said they were  
in Jos for their zonal quarterly 
meeting to share intelligence 
lia strategize on the security 
challenges such terrorism, 
banditry, kidnapping and all 
forms of criminality.

Ajayi stated that the 
meeting was the seventh in 
the series since it began as 
directed by the Director of the 
D S S  a n d  c o m m e n d e d  
governor Lalong for the peace 
efforts as well as the synergy 
among the security agencies 
in the state.

By DUMAH RANDONG

Bello

Farouk

Usman

Lalong urges security agencies to synegize





NE of the commonest 

bu s i n e s s e s  t h a t  Oabound on every 

street corner and market in 

Nigeria is milling. This is 

because the millers provide a 

vital service to the home 

managers that aids their 

cooking.
Our country is a developing 

nation with more than half its 

population struggling to 

survive. Basic necessities like 

food, shelter, health care are 

reserves of the rich. Those in 

this category are a negligible 

number. The majority of the 

population live from hand to 

mouth.
It is no wonder, having 

home appliances like blender 

to enable a housewife grind 

food ingredients is perceived 

as luxury. This mind set 

necessitated the setting up of 

milling business in every 

corner one turns.
Millers of grain are usually 

found in markets or crowded 

areas. However, millers of 

liquid things abound around 

residences where their 

services are in high demand.
One of the features that 

characterises millers is their 

noise pollution. It pierces 

deep into one's bone marrow 

until one's eardrums seem 

like exploding.
Noise pollution apart, take a 

cursory look around the 

surroundings of the millers, 

and you would agree with me 

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  

environmental pollution. It is 

the type that gives one the 

creeps.
Sometime last year, one 

w e n t  t o  m a ke  s o m e  

purchases in Bukuru. When I 

was through, I decided to 

grind my tomatoes in the 

market (Kugiya). By the way, 

it is commendable that there 

is a place designated for 

millers of liquid at the centre 

of the market. As one 

approaches it, different 

sounds of engine would lead 

you to the millers. 
It is a large open place 

which looks as if it was built in 

a hurry. It is roofed but it is 

an open building without 

walls. 
Every engine seemed to be 

hard at work, and the floor 

was a testimony of how busy 

the day had been. The floor 

was very wet and full of mud. 

On every corner were 

peelings of onions, head of 

peppers and or seeds. Some 

were carelessly strewn 

around.

Uncaring, the women went 

about their normal business, 

grinding away. When it was 

my turn, I watched as the 

woman washed the grinding 

machine because she had 

just ground beans.
The lady used unclean 

water that was collected in a 

bucket in the course of 

b lending. I  looked in 

amazement as she almost 

poured my tomatoes into the 

milling machine without 

rinsing it thoroughly. She 

used about 2 cups to rinse 

the milling machine and 

immediately poured my own 

into the milling machine. I 

was miffed.
The lady then pulled a 

pestle from a black coloured 

zinc which had seen better 

days and went to work, 

pushing the tomatoes in with 

the pestle.
As I waited, I took a good 

look at the milling machine 

and  l i k e  g ove rnmen t  

property that suffers lack of 

maintenance, it was all 

rusted. There was a filthy 

bowl underneath the engine 

that was collecting the 

escaped tomatoes. It looked 

more like a bowl we used to 

use on our playground as 

kids. 
After grinding the tomatoes 

into my container, she picked 

a container that looked more 

like a public toilet bucket, 

rinsed it and made to 

exchange my container with 

it so that she would grind it a 

second time. 
“Leave it rough like that! ' I 

stopped her. But before I 

knew it, she quickly emptied 

the contents of the filthy 

SUNDAY STANDARD, August 28, 2022 Page 32

container underneath the 

miller. 
There is no gainsaying that 

if Nigeria is ever going to 

move out of the wilderness of 

diseases, one of the areas 

that government should 

direct its search light on is the 

millers. It is where we grind 

ingredients for every day 

cooking and our paste for 

akamu, corn for corn flour. 
What government should 

note is that it is the same 

rusted milling machines that 

those who make kunu aya, 

dabino and dates patronise. 

This set of people don't cook 

their kunu. After blending it, 

all they do is to sieve out the 

chaff and serve or package 

for sale. 
Diseases abound in Nigeria. 

This may not be unconnected 

to our careless way of living. 

A Miller sees no reason to 

keep his or her milling 

machine free of rust or the 

surrounding neat. The only 

thing that stops them from 

using their milling machine is 

if it packs off. 
Our nature is very self 

centred. If what I'm doing 

won't affect me, then I'm OK. 

Many a times, we eat food 

and end up with stomach-

a che .  Ru s t ed  m i l l i n g  

m a c h i n e s  a n d  f i l t h y  

environment where the 

business is operated could be 

a contributing factor. 
Take a good look at the 

items used at the millers, the 

surroundings, the millers 

t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e i r  

appearance, aprons or 

clothes that give them the 

appearance of masons. 
Regulatory bodies need to 

be up and doing. Whatever 

needs to be done, should be 

done to bring sanity to the 

system. 

METRO-FOCUSMETRO-FOCUS

Millers and noise polution
By YVONNE ISHOLA
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CKNOWLEDGING the need to 

change attitude is difficult because Athe evidence is statistical and most 

people trust their own experiences rather 

than statistics on pages. If you are a fast or 

aggressive driver, you may not make the 

connection between your attitude and the 

way you drive even if you had had a crash 

before. Research has shown that drivers 

have a strong tendency to blame road 

conditions or other drivers rather than 

themselves for the crashes they cause. 

This explains why there is a strong 

tendency for drivers to repeatedly make 

the same mistakes and become involved in 

the same kinds of crashes. 
 A fully professional approach to driving 

requires taking an objective look at the 

facts, being prepared and where there is 

evidence, discarding inappropriate 

attitudes and developing a critical 

awareness of your own attitudes and 

capabilities. 
These are the key steps to achieving 

this critical self-awareness:
Acknowledge that attitudes affect driving 

performance 
Be aware of your own attitudes and 

recognize that they affect your risk of 

having a crash
Recognize that you are vulnerable
Make safety your primary concern in all 

your driving decisions
Consider your own experience of near 

misses or crashes and what you have learnt 

from them 
Carry through changes in attitude to your 

driving performance by applying them in 

every driving situation
Concentration and alertness
These are also key mental aspects of 

driving skill. What are the factors that can 

hinder concentration and alertness?
Our ability to handle information about 

the environment is limited. We handle this 

by giving more attention and concentration 

to some parts of the environment than 

others (selective process theory). This is 

important in driving because we react most 

quickly to things happening in the part of 

the environment in which we are 

concentrating.
One way of seeing this is to imagine your 

field of view as a picture -you can see the 

whole picture but you can only concentrate 

on one part of it at a time. If you 

concentrate your vision on a small area you 

are less aware of the whole picture. If you 

scan different areas of the environment in 

turn, you become more aware of the 

picture as a whole.
Scanning the environment 
Drivers who can rapidly scan the whole 

environment looking for different kinds of 

hazards have a lower risk of crash than 

those who concentrate on one area. There 

are several ways you can develop your 

ability to do this: 
Move your eyes around
Look for hazard in any shape or size and 

from any direction
Develop your sensitivity to the variety of 

possible hazards in different driving 

situations-this depends on learning, 

experience and a commitment to 

developing this awareness.
Looking but not seeing. 
Whatever we see depends to a large 

extent on what we expect to see. You may 

have experienced at one time or the other, 

a situation where you pull out and narrowly 

miss a bicycle coming from the direction in 

which you just looked. Errors of this nature 

are commonplace because drivers are 

generally looking out for cars and lorries 

rather than other road users smaller in size 

such as bicycles, motorcycles, pedestrians, 

animals, hence they fail to see them. When 

we concentrate, we do not just look at a 

particular part of a scene, we look rather for 

a particular type of objects that we expect 

to see and react quickly to them. 

Conversely, we often fail to see objects that 

we do not expect to see. In looking out for 

cars and lorries, drivers can become blind 

to smaller and less expected road users. 

This explains why road traffic authorities 

and professionals insist that smaller and 

more vulnerable road users go extra mile to 

make themselves visible to drivers by 

adorning themselves with bright and 

reflective attires.  A group of pedestrians 

strolling at night should ensure they carry 

white lights in front and red light behind. 

These are measures to promote visibility 

and prevent road traffic crashes. 

The key to safe driving skill

Michael Agada

N its efforts to boost Ieconomic activities and 
create more job opportunities 
to the teaming youth in the 
s t a t e ,  B a u c h i  S t a t e  
government has decided to 
privatise its six moribund 
industries in the state.

The six are Bauchi Meat 
Factory, Bauchi Furniture 
Company, Bauchi State 
Fe r t i ze r  and  B lend ing  
Company, Zaranda Hotels, 
Wikki Hotels and Tours and 
Gallambi Cattle Ranch.

This development was made 
public recently by the 
Cha i rman,  Bureau  fo r  
Privatisation and Economic 
Reforms, Senator Baba Tela, 
who is the Deputy Governor of 
Bauchi State. 

Senator Baba Tela, who 
spoke with journalists at 
Government House, Bauchi, 
shortly after the close of 
financial bidding for the six 
a i l i ng  compan i e s  and  
industries, said it was in the 
b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  
stakeholders for the process 
to be carried out.

“Government is not just 
interested in selling the 
assets off but interested in 
seeing them work because it 
has realized it's incapacitated 
to run them profitably,” he 
said.

“If you look at all those 
places, they were doing well. 
Now they are sorry sites, so if 
you bring in somebody who 
can make them look good, 
that is fantastic,”

The Deputy Governor 
explained that the state 
government would bring in 
people who have the financial 
and managerial capacity to 
resuscitate the six ailing 

companies.
He said the purpose was to 

g e n e r a t e  m o n e y  f o r  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  c r e a t e  
employment and boost 
economic activities of the 
state.

“This is the first round. More 
industries and entities have 
been slated for and we will 
continue to do it as long as 
there are those entreprose 
that need to be privatized,” he 
said.

Speaking earlier after the 
f inanc ia l  b id  open ing,  
Secretary to the State 
Government ,  Bar r i s te r  
Ibrahim Kashim, described 
the process as smooth and 
transparent.

Kashim disclosed that AY 
Shafa beat two others and 
emerged preferred bidder to 
clinch Bauchi Fertilizer and 
Blending Company after 
offering 80 percent shares at 
the price of N400 million.

While New Frontier was 
preferred bidder to acquire 75 
percent of Bauchi Meat 
Factory at N301 million, 

Galambi Cattle Ranch was 
acquired N150 million by H & 
Y Global Ventures for the 
same amount.

While Zaranda was leased 
out for 25 years to preferred 
bidder Butfield who offered 
N1.2 billion while Butfield 
also beat other bidders to get 
Wikki Hotels offer at N200 
million for a lease for period 
of 25 years.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  
development, the Chairman 
of the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) in the state, 
Comrade Danjuma Seleh, 
assured workers that the 
state government has 
carried them along in the 
process.

Damjuma expressed the 
hope that the privatisation of 
public assets in the state 
would not lead to sack of 
workers in the affected 
entities.

He appealed to the state 
government to consider 
workers who have worked for 
over a decade to be 
considered for pension. 

ORMER Minister of State, FLabour and Productivity, 
Professor Stephen Ocheni has 
been conferred with Worthy 
Servant Leadership Award by 
the Nigerianpost Newspaper
Professor Ocheni whi le 
reacting to the honour 
bestowed  on him at the 
Nigerianpost lecture series to 
ma r k  t h e  t h i r t y  f i r s t  
anniversary of the creation of 
Kog i  S ta te ,  expressed  
gratitude to the Nigerian post 
publisher, Mr. Mike Abu and 
m a n a g e m e n t  f o r  t h e  
recognition.

He expressed confidence 
that those given awards at the 
ceremony actually deserved 
it.

The minister noted that such 
awards which are not borne 
o u t  o f  m o n e t a r y  
considerations, is a wakeup 
call for such recipients to do 
more for the development of 
society.

Speaking about the theme of 
the event "This house must 
not fall" , the former Minister 
of State for Labour and 
Employment noted that the 
only antidote is effective 
leadership .

According to him,if practical 
and effective Leadership must 
be embraced, the principle of 
management by objective 
must be embraced

He said Leaders must be 
determined to follow up on the 
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e i r  
followers.

The  f o rme r  m in i s t e r  
commended the publisher of 
Nigerian Post Newspaper,Mr. 
Mike Abu and management 
for their giant strides to 
encourage citizens of the 
state to put in more in the 
development of the state.

Professor Stephen Ocheni 
who was the chairman of the 
occasion expressed hope that 
at the end of the event many 
who attended the event will 
be able to redefine leadership 
from different perspectives.

Earlier the publisher of the 
Nigerian Post Newspaper,Mr. 
Mike Abu thanked guests for 
honouring their invitation.
He commended Governor 
Yahaya  Be l l o  f o r  h i s  
achievements in all sectors 
despite daunting challenges.

From 
ABBAS GUNGURA, 

Bauchi

Bauchi Gov't  privatise Moribund 
industries 

Ocheni bags Worthy Servant Leadership Award
From 

AMEDU JOSEPH, 
Lokoja

Bala

Ocheni
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HE 22nd edition of the 
Commonwealth Games 
ended with Nigeria the T

top-performing African country 
in Birmingham following a 
record haul of 35 medals.

Africa's most populous nation 
topped the continent's medal 
table for the first time since 
1994, with South Africa second 
and Kenya third.

However, the multi-sport 
event has its critics - not least 
for the £778m ($952.6m) cost 
of staging it this year and its 
battle to remain relevant in a 
packed calendar.

Kenyan middle-distance 
runner Conseslus Kipruto 
believes the event still produces 
competitive contests.

"The Commonwealth Games is 
a big event. It's almost like an 
Olympic event because many 
countries come to compete," 
the 27-year-old told BBC Sport 
Africa.

"We ran a good steeplechase 
event for example, very 
competitive.

"We always come to compete 
as we were colonised by the 
British. We come to battle for 
these medals - it's always good 
to have a Commonwealth gold 
medal in your cabinet."

The 2016 Olympic and two-
time world steeplechase 
champion may have finished 
fourth in Birmingham, but 
deeply adores his gold from the 
Gold Coast Games four years 
ago.

"It doesn't come with any 
money because it is not 
included in the contracts we 
have, but it's good to represent 
your country and gauge 
yourself," he added.

"I won it in 2018 and I am 
happy I have a gold from the 
Commonwealth Games.”

Botswana's lawn bowls 
players got the chance to 
compete in Birmingham

The Games, which were first 
held in Canada in 1930, feature 
athletes from 72 nations and 
territories - mostly former 
British colonies.

However, the last four 
c o u n t r i e s  t o  j o i n  t h e  
Commonwealth of Nations - 
Rwanda, Mozambique, Gabon, 
and Togo - have no historical 
ties to the British Empire.

Some argue that the Games 
lack the Olympic spirit and 
appeal, but participants from 
Africa enjoy the national pride, 
glory and exposure on offer.

Birmingham 2022 became the 
first major multi-sport event to 
hand out more medals to 
women than men and one of 
those champions, Folashade 
Oluwafemiayo, says the 
quadrennial event has a place in 
the hearts of Nigerians.

"I was hoping to be at my first 
C o m m o n w e a l t h  G a m e s  
because it's special to Nigeria," 
the world record-setting 
powerlifter told BBC Sport 
Africa.

"To win gold here makes it 
more special.  I 've also 
discovered there are lots of 
sports at the Games which 

African countries don't have, so 
I'm imploring the African 
countries to develop more 
sports."

Lawn bowls player Lephai 
Marea Modutlwa, meanwhile, 
was delighted to participate in an 
event that is yet to get Olympic  
approval.

"The Commonwealth Games 
are very relevant to lawn bowls 
because it is the pinnacle of our 
sport," the Botswanan said.

"Competing here is a great 
honour. We have lots of good 
bowlers who have never had 
opportunity to compete at the 
Games but finally did in 
Birmingham."

The lure of a large audience 
and national pride was enough to 
convince world 100m hurdles 
champion and record holder Tobi 
Amusan  to  compete  i n  
Birmingham.

As the athletics reached its 
climax and the likes of Jamaican 
sprint stars Shelly-Ann Fraser-
Pryce and Shericka Jackson were 
racing at a more lucrative 
Diamond League event in 
Poland, Amusan was claiming 
two golds for Nigeria.

Meanwhile, compatriot Ese 
Brume set a new Games record 
with a leap of exactly seven 
metres to regain her long jump 
t i t l e ,  add i ng  a  s e cond  
Commonwealth gold to the one 
she claimed in Glasgow in 2014.

"The Commonwealth Games is 
very massive and whenever it's 
time to represent my country, 
and I get the chance to attend I 
never hesitate to do that," the 
three-time African champion 
said.

"This gold means a lot and I 
hope it will inspire other young 
athletes to aim high, work hard 
and grow up to become 
champions one day. Encouraging 
the next generation

Along with sports not included 
i n  t h e  O l y m p i c s ,  t h e  
Commonwealth Games also 
offers a chance to those not able 
t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  W o r l d  
Championships and younger 
athletes at the beginning of their 
careers.

Tanzanian powerlifter Yohana 
Assa Mwila finally participated in 
the first major competition of his 
career at the age of 38.

"This is a big event that is 
attracting countries that was 
never colonised by Britain; 

c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  R w a n d a ,  
Mozambique, Togo are also here, 
next we will see Ethiopia," he said.

"It teaches us more about 
friendship. We meet different 
people from different countries. It 
gives us some good lessons.

"The dream of every athlete is to 
see their national anthem being 
played at such events. I am 
inspired by just participating and 
attending."

Mozambican boxer Tiago Osorio 
Muxanga and South African 

Commonwealth Games: Event remains 
special for Africa

triathlete Jamie Riddle, 22, 
were also debutants and the 
latter said representing his 
country had been "a lifelong 
goal".

"I didn't really get the true 
message of the Commonwealth 
Games until I watched the 
opening ceremony," Riddle 
added.

"I think the whole point is to 
bring us all together and, 
through sports, unite people."

Muxanga, a 21-year-old who 
won a silver medal in the men's 
light-middleweight division, 
said: "This means a lot for me, 
because I represent something 
like 10 million people in 
Mozambique who are suffering, 
who are fighting for a good life.

"This Games can inspire more 
youth people to follow boxing or 
other sport. I think this will 
inspire more young people in 
Mozambique to follow their 
dreams."

For Maxwell Jele of Eswatini's 
Olympic and Commonwealth 
G a m e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
Birmingham offered the tiny 
Southern African nation a great 
opportunity to showcase its 
athletes.

"We brought a relatively small 
team compared to other 
countries, however we ensured 
a good mix of sporting codes 
and gender," Jele told BBC 
Sport Africa.

"We set out objectives based 
on our long-term strategy and 
focused on athletes that are 
building towards a bright 
future."

The Games is yet to be staged 
in Africa, but the world's 
s e c o n d - m o s t  p o p u l o u s  
continent remains committed 
to the Commonwealth Games.

Source: BBC Sport Africa.

Nigeria's Ese Brume set a new Commonwealth Games record as she won long jump gold

Tobi Amusan added the Commonwealth 100m hurdles crown to her World Championships 
success in Eugene last month - and then she helped Nigeria to 4x100m relay gold in Birmingham




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40

