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WHEN the Minister of Finance, 
Budget and National Planning, Mrs. 
Zainab Ahmed, disclosed at the 
public presentation of the draft 
2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 5  M e d i u m  Te r m  
Expenditure Framework and Fiscal 
Strategy Paper (MTEF/FSP) that 
Nigeria plans to spend N3.61 trillion 
or 21 per cent of total expenditure, 
and 34 per cent of total revenues to 
service debt in 2023, it became 
obvious to many that the country 
was in deep trouble.
A look at the projected revenue for 

2023 showed that the federal 
government would rake in N6.340 
trillion in revenues. However, with a 
budget deficit of N6.26 trillion, 
experts say the nation would be 
thrown into more debt.
Interestingly, a look at actual 

spending for the first quarter of 2022 
revealed the fears being expressed 
by many. According to data from the 
Budget Office of the Federation, 
N1.92 trillion was spent on debt 
service as against revenue of N1.6 
trillion.
Debt-driving debits
A closer look at the public debt 

trend from 2015-2021 revealed that 
Nigeria's public debt increased 
rapidly. A breakdown showed that in 
2015, Nigeria's public debt stood at 
N12.603.705; in 2016, it moved to 
17.306.010. Then in 2017 and 2018, 
it rose to N21.725.773 and 
N24.387.072 respectively. Between 
2019 and 2021, public debt rose 
from N27.401.381 to N32.915.515 
and N35.465.005, respectively.
Many have blamed the accelerating 

debt on persistent low crude oil 
production output occasioned by oil 
theft and oil pipeline vandalisation 
on the one hand and insecurity on 
the other.
Increasing debts
The data gathered from the Debt 

Management Office (DMO) revealed 
that a whopping N15.22 trillion was 
spent by Nigeria to service domestic 
and external debts in 10 years.
An analysis of the DMO numbers 

showed that domestic debt service 
contributed 88.7per cent or 
N13.5trillion, while external debt 
interest/service contributed 11.35 
per cent or N1.73 trillion ($5.3 
billion) out of the N15.1trillion total 
debt services from 2012-2021.
According to the DMO, interests on 

NTBs and FGN Bonds amounted to 
N3.4tril l ion and N9.27tril l ion 
respectively in the time under 
review.
F o r  t h e  e x t e r n a l  d e b t  

interest/service on Multilateral and 
Eurobond, the federal government 
borrowed funds from foreign 
financial institutions amounted to 
$940.86million and $3.42billion in 
the years under consideration.
The  mu l t i l a t e ra l  f i n an c i a l  

institutions FG pays interest/service 
on loans borrowed are: International 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, Africa Dev. Bank, 
International Fund for Agric. Dev., 
Africa Dev. Fund, European Dev. 
Fund, Arab Bank for Economic 
Development in Africa (BADEA), 
among others.
A further look at the data showed 

that the federal government 
domestic debt stock by Instrument 
moved to N19.24 trillion as at 
December 31st, 2021 from N6.54 
trillion in 2012, while Nigeria's 
External Debt Stock closed 2021 at 
$38.391million from $6.527million 
in 2012.
In addition, Nigeria's total public 

debt portfolio as at December 31, 
2021 stood at $95.779 million 
(external) and N39.556billion 
(domestic) from $48,496.23 
(foreign) and N7, 554,258.00 
(domestic) as of December 31, 2012.
However, the breakdown of 

domestic debts service showed a 
movement from N720.55 billion in 
2012 to N2.05trillion in 2021, while 
external debt service closed 2021 at 
$1.10 billion or N455.99 billion from 
$131.48million or N20.35billion 
reported by DMO in 2012.
It is also worth noting that 

N2.05trillion and $1.10billion spent 

on servicing domestic debts and 
external debts in 2021 were the 
highest on DMO record.
DMO forecast that the federal 

government is likely to spend a 
cumulative amount of $10.19billion 
servicing the nation's external debt 
obligation between 2021 and 2030.
Sounding the alarm bells
Speaking at the public presentation 

of the MTEF/FSP for 2023-2025, 
Minister of State for Budget and 
National Planning, Prince Clem Agba, 
warned that with way things were 
going, the federal government would 
not be able to carry out any capital 
project and payment of salaries 
would be a big burden.
He added that with the additional 

burden of fuel subsidy which is 
expected to gulp about N6 trillion, 
the government would practically 
not be able to carry out its 
obligations.
“I think that the time to remove the 

subsidy was yesterday. We are only 
eating away our future and that is 
w ha t  s o me  p eo p l e  c a l l  a  
consumption economy.
Finally, it is difficult to understand a 

situation where citizens say that they 
want omelets and then when the 
government wants to break eggs so 
that they can produce they say don't 
break them. So, it's a decision that 
Nigerians will have to take because if 
you look at scenario one, it means 
that we will not have any capital 
expenditure in 2023.
“There'll be no capital expenditure 

at all, and taking care of recurrent 
expenditure will be a huge challenge 
with a scenario 2 where we'll say let's 
take it out to June. It means we only 
have about one trillion left for capital 
expenditure,” he said.
The International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) predicted that Nigeria's debt 
service-to-revenue ratio would jump 
to 92 per cent in 2022 from 76 per 
cent in 2021.
Experts' takes
Experts are of the view with the 

revenue on a continuous downward 
movement, it would be difficult for 

the country to escape being sucked 
into the debt pit.
A former president of the Chartered 

Institute of Bankers of Nigeria 
(CIBN), Prof. Segun Ajibola, said, “If 
you look at the fiscal budget in the 
past two years, funding of the budget 
has been about 30-40 per cent and 
that alone has put pressure on the 
financing profile of Nigeria.
“Of course, our major source of 

revenue is oil, which is currently 
unstable because of the global and 
domestic issues attached to Oil 
prices.
“These challenges have reduced 

Nigeria's capacity to generate 
revenue  i n i t i a l l y.  However,  
governance must continue and there 
is a need to borrow both local and 
foreign. Mind you, when you borrow, 
you will have to service them, which 
has contributed substantially to our 
debt service burden and it is 
expected to impair other aspects of 
g o v e r n m e n t  f i n a n c i n g  o f  
government, especially the capital 
expenditure.”
For the CEO, Centre for the 

Promotion of Private Enterprise 
(CPPE), Dr. Muda Yusuf, the country's 
weak revenue base is largely 
responsible for the crisis presently.
He said, “When we take account of 

the borrowings from the CBN and the 
stock of the AMCON debts, the debt 
profile would be in excess of N60 
trillion. Although the government 
tends to argue that the conditions 
were not a debt problem, but a 
revenue challenge. But debt 
becomes a problem if the revenue 
base is not strong enough to service 
the debt sustainably. It invariably 
becomes a debt problem and 
possibly a debt cr is is. The 
government actual revenue can 
hardly cover the debt service 
obligations.
“This implies that the entire capital 

b u d g e t  a n d  t h e  r e c u r r e n t  
expenditure may have to be funded 
from borrowing. This is surely not 
sustainable. The finance minister 
reported recently that in the first four 

months of this year, debt service to 
revenue ratio was over 100 per cent. 
What is needed is the political will to 
cut expenditure and undertake 
reforms that could scale down the 
size of the government reduce 
governance cost and ease the fiscal 
burden on the government.”
Also speaking, the CEO, Wyoming 

Capital & Partners, Mr. Tajudeen 
Olayinka, said, “The negative aspect 
of debt-servicing in Nigeria is the 
sustainability problem that has now 
greeted the current administration of 
President Muhammadu Buhari, 
whereby, more than 100 per cent of 
revenue is now being expended on 
debt servicing, giving room for 
possible default and failure of 
government in no distant future, 
especially with respect to foreign 
debt component.”
Also, the president the Lagos 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(LCCI), Dr. Michael Olawale-Cole, 
warned  that  the  count ry ' s  
borrowings were significantly 
increasing, and that the nation was 
struggling to service these debts due 
to revenue mobilisation challenges 
and an increased fuel subsidy 
burden.
These developments, the LCCI boss 

said, were disturbing seeing that 
debt- servicing alone was higher 
than actual retained revenue in the 
first four months of this year.
“There are already concerns that 

most, if not all, of the assumptions in 
the Medium-Term Expenditure 
Framework (MTEF) 2023-2025 will 
be missed as we continue to 
experience unprecedented levels of 
disruptions to supply chains and 
agricultural production.
“The 2022 budget assumptions 

have already fallen short in terms of 
inflation, exchange rate, and GDP 
growth rate and all of these 
a s sump t i on s  have  be come  
inadequate. Nigeria's debt-to-GDP 
ratio now stands at 23.27 per cent, 
as against 22.43 per cent on Dec. 31, 
2021,” he said.
Source: Economic Confidential.

In the last decade, Nigeria has continued to spend a substantial part of its earnings in servicing its ever increasing debts piled up by the inability to meet 
production targets amongst others. With debt servicing gulping N3.61 trillion, the citizens are worried that the economy may be shutting down; BENJAMIN 
UMUTEME writes.

Debt-servicing pushing Nigeria to the brink
Ahmed

Oniha
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The National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) has observed 
that poor economic activities 
witnessed last year in the 
nation has contributed to the 
recent  dec l ine  in  the  
economy.

NBS stated this while 
highlighting the figures 
recorded in the nation's 
economic sector in Q2 2022.

Discharging its duty as an 
agency responsible for 
c o l l e c t i n g ,  c omp i l i n g ,  
analyzing, interpreting, 
publishing and disseminating 
statistical information relating 
to the socio-economic life and 
conditions of the people of 
Nigeria, NBS said at least 
twenty-eight sectors of the 
economy declined in the 
second quarter of 2022.

This according to NBS is as 
real Gross Domestic Product 
shrunk by N63.49bn quarter-
on-quarter.

The statistics revealed that 
while real GDP grew by 3.54 
per cent year-on-year in Q2 
2022, it declined by 0.37 per 
cent from the N17.35tn that 
was recorded in the first 
quarter of 2021 to N17.29tn 
in Q2, 2022.

The analysis of real GDP 
data revealed that only 18 of 
t h e  46  NBS - c ap t u r e d  
economic activity sectors 
experienced growth in the 
quarter under review.

In the agriculture sector, 
two sub-sectors witnessed an 
increase and the other two 
recorded a decline.

Crop production according 
to the stats grew from 
N3.39tn to N3.59tn; livestock 
declined from N318.49bn to 
N282.02bn; forestry grew 
from N44.14bn to N51.28bn; 
while fishing declined from 
N125.46bn to N88.3bn.

NBS revealed in its reports 
that the mining and quarrying 
sector, crude petroleum and 
natural gas witnessed a 
decline from N1.15tn to 
N1.09tn.

While coal mining grew from 
N1.61bn to N4.79bn; metal 
ores declined from N4.87bn to 
N1.26bn, and quarrying of 
other minerals grew from 
N363.29m to N25.51bn.

Oil refining grew from 
N1.66bn to N2.82bn; cement 
declined from N188.81bn to 
N143.74bn; food, beverage 
and tobacco declined from 
N875.94bn to N760.08bn; 
textile, apparel, and footwear 
declined from N342.48bn to 
N283.34bn; wood and wood 
products declined from 
N53.81bn to N44.41bn; 
whereas pulp, paper, and 
paper products declined from 
N13.38bn to N9.70bn.

C h e m i c a l  a n d  
pharmaceutical products 
according to NBS grew from 
N42.75bn to N47.37bn; non-
metallic products declined 
from N63.52bn to N49.24bn; 
plastic and rubber products 
declined from N60.12bn to 
N53.01bn; electrical and 
electronics increased from 
N839.34m to N921.50m; 
basic metal, iron and steel 
declined from N39.93bn to 
N37.31bn; motor vehicles 
and assembly declined from 
N9.53bn to N7.63bn, and 

Nigeria's economy declines by N63bn – NBS
The Central Bank of 

Nigeria has been advised by 
aviation experts to allow 
foreign airlines to access 
their funds.

The Federal Government 
of Nigeria, a few days ago, 
bowed to pressure from 
foreign airlines after a 
number of them raised the 
alarm over FG's inability to 
allow them access to their 
revenues in the country, 
which was said to be around 
$450 million.

CBN on Friday, released 
$265 million to foreign 
airlines operating in the 
country for the remittance 
of a part of their revenues 
trapped in the country.

The Head of Research & 
Corporate Travel at Zenith 
Traval & Consul, Olumide 
Ohunayo said, “Wel l ,  
they're not doing them a 
favour. What happens is 
that you've paid them what 
you owe them, but what 
does the rule say? The rule 
says that at every day of 
sales after the airlines have 
paid their local taxes and 
charges, the remaining 
revenue should be remitted 
based on the exchange rate 
for that day.

“So, delaying it for some 
time gives us a bad name 
and makes our credit 
w o r t h i n e s s  i n  t h e  
i n te rna t i ona l  marke t  
doubtful. It doesn't give us 
a good rating. It's not a 
favor that they have done, it 
was face-saving because 
after the Emirates' letter, 

Aviation experts blame CBN over aviation crisis
British Airways and others had 
begun to issue subtle threats to 
withdraw their services or limit 
their frequencies. I think that 
was what they acted upon.”

“The CBN did not block access 
to the funds, it only did not 
facilitate the remittance because 
the funds are in those bank 
accounts in Nigeria. But of what 
value is the naira to them when 
they need the money for their 
operations and reportage back 
at home? So, under the bilateral 
agreement, you're supposed to 
remit their funds to their country 
based on the official exchange 
rate, not black markets as at the 
day of operation.”

A former Managing Director of 
t h e  N i g e r i a n  A i r s p a c e  
Management Agency and 
President/CEO of Top Brass 
Aviation, Roland Iyayi, said, 
“Ideally, when you sign a 
bilateral agreement or a 
multilateral agreement with 
another country, their foreign 
airlines or designated airlines 
are allowed to operate into your 
country. The bilateral or 
multilateral agreement actually 
enjoins clauses in there. It 
provides that each carrier must 
be able to repatriate their funds 
and also avoid double taxation, 
that's what the bilateral says. 
So, by the Central Bank of 
Nigeria helping to repatriate 
their funds, it's not a favour, it's 
an obligation.”

Also, the Chief Executive 
Officer of Centurion Aviation 
Security and Safety Consult and 
aviation expert, John Ojikutu, 

said, “They are not doing any 
favour to foreign airlines. If 
foreign airlines stay away from 
us, the aviation industry in this 
country will collapse. But 
because we don't tell the truth to 
ourselves, and like I always say, 
80 per cent of our earnings in 
aviation are from the foreign 
airlines. The money they pay us 
for service charge, for landing 
and parking, for every other 
thing, passenger service keep us 
going. The CBN is not part of the 
BASSA Agreement. Those who 
are part of the agreement are 
ministries of foreign affairs, 
aviation and Justice. Those are 
ones that signed it.

“We are legally bound in BASSA 
to allow them take their money 
out of this country in dollars. We 
are legally bound and those who 
sit down in the Ministry of 
Aviation know that. There's a 
kind of unilateral decision in so 
many things they do here. We 
should be making a lot of money 
from them. There's a lot of 
money and the commercial 
agreement money they should 
be giving us is in dollars. So when 
they told you they want to take 
their money out of this country, 
when they pay us, calculate it, 
you remove their money from all 
these money.

“We are duty-bound, legally-
bound to allow them take their 
money earned in this country out 
because they pay us in dollars. 
So, what we should do is to look 
for the dollar they paid us, give to 
CBN and allow CBN to take their 
money out.”

o t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
declined from N76.07bn to 
N55.55bn

The electricity, gas, steam 
and air conditioning supply 
sector grew from N32.72bn 
to N118.79bn. The water 
supply, sewerage, waste 
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
remediation sector grew 
from N39.06bn to N61.12bn. 
Construction declined from 
N725.99bn to N554.11bn. 
The trade sector grew from 
N2.79tn to N2.91tn.

Accommodation and food 
services also recorded a 
decline from N173.41bn to 
N68.17bn.  Under  the  
transportation and storage 
sector, road transport grew 
f r o m  N 1 5 1 . 9 7 b n  t o  
N293.85bn; rail transport 
and pipelines declined from 
N40.96m to 19.92m; water 
transport increased from 
N802.77m to N1.04bn; air 
transport declined from 
N25.26bn to N9.69bn; 
transport services grew from 
N7.11bn to N11.14bn; and 
post and courier services 
declined from N6.26bn to 
N2.42bn.

A l s o ,  t h e  e conomy,  
telecommunications and 
information services under 
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
communication sector grew 
from N2.25tn to N2.59tn; 
publishing declined from 
N5.45bn to N4.66bn; motion 
pictures, sound recording 
and music product ion 
declined from N229.67bn to 
N 1 5 7 . 5 7 b n ;  a n d  
broadcasting grew from 
N330.47bn to N433.43bn.

Unfortunately, the arts, 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
recreation sector recorded a 
decline from N35.69bn to 
N51.85bn. In the financial 
and insurance sector, the 
f i nanc i a l  i n s t i t u t i ons '  
subsector declined and 
insurance declined from 
N85.11bn to N80.18bn.

The real estate sector was 
one of the sectors that 
shrunk, declining from 
N927.32bn to N920.49bn. 
The professional, scientific 
and technical services sector 
fell from N560.47bn to 
N525.94bn; administrative 

and support services grew 
from N3.39bn to N3.54bn; 
public administration also 
grew from N283.59bn to 
N375.59bn, but education 
fell from N333.06bn to 
N231.85bn.

While the other services 
sec to r  dec l i ned  f rom 
N702.74bn to N473.72bn, 
the human health and social 
services sector increased 
f r o m  N 1 2 6 . 0 1 b n  t o  
N131.28bn.

Non-oil sector interventions help diversify economy – Emefiele
The Central Bank of Nigeria 

(CBN) says its various 
interventions in the non-oil 
sector have complemented 
the federal government's 
efforts to diversify the 
economy.

Governor of CBN, Mr 
Godwin Emefiele, stated this 
at a seminar organised by 
CBN for journalists in Abuja 
tagged, 'Policy Options for 
Economic Diversification: 
Thinking Outside the Crude 
Oil-Box.'

According to Emefiele, 
“ N i g e r i a  h a s  l a r g e l y  
depended on the oil sector for 
revenue generation over the 
past four decades, and the 
sustained decline in crude oil 
production has continued to 
negatively undermine the 
performance of the economy.

“Thus, there is the urgent 
need for a conscientious 
effort to diversify to other 
non-oil sectors,” Emefiele 

said.
Emefiele, represented by 

the Director, Corporate 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
D e p a r t m e n t ,  O s i t a  
Nwanisobi, said the apex 
bank had supported non-
o i l  sectors  such as  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  
healthcare, education, 
power and aviation and 
other allied economic value 
chains.

He said Nigeria had 
become a rice exporting 
country as the banks' 
flagship Anchor Borrowers 
Programme (ABP) had 
changed the long-standing 
dependence on imported 
rice.

Emefiele also said the 
new 100 for 100 Policy on 
P r o d u c t i o n  a n d  
P r o d u c t i v i t y ,  w a s  
beginning to yield quality 
results.

On digitisation, Emefiele 

noted, “To consolidate its efforts 
toward engendering a digital 
economy, the bank deployed the 
eNaira, Africa's first Central 
Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) in 

preparation for the payment 
landscape of the future, given 
the potential benefits that will 
accrue to a digital economy.”

An economist, Prof. Uche 
Uwaleke urged the fiscal 
authorities to do better in 
complementing the efforts of the 
CBN in driving export growth.

“There should be a law that will 
mandate all ministries and 
agencies of government to 
purchase made in Nigeria goods 
not only executive orders,” said 
Uwaleke.

He called for the revival of 
industries including vehicle 
plants to boost exports and ease 
the pressure on exports.

Additional, the president of the 
Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria (MAN), Dr Mansur 
Ahmed, called for more synergy 
between monetary and fiscal 
authorities to identify challenges 
and prospects of the non-oil 
sector with a view to improving 
growth

CBN slashes e-Naira transaction cost by 50%
The Central Bank of Nigeria of 

Nigeria says it is slashing 
transaction costs for its e-Naira 
platform by 50%, a move the 
bank claims will increase the 
volume of transactions on the 
central bank's digital currency 
platform (CBDC).

Additionally, the apex bank 
believes that wider adoption of 
the CBDC will bolster Nigeria's 
cross-border commerce volumes.

In one more transfer geared 
toward boosting the embrace and 
adoption of the e-naira central 
financial institution digital forex 
(CBDC), CBN reportedly stated it 
can slash the service charges 
incurred by people and retailers 
utilizing the digital forex platform 
by 50%.

As well as, Nigerian companies 

signing on to turn into e-naira 
retailers have a possibility to 
extend the volumes of their 
r e spec t i ve  e - commerce  
transactions by 50%, a report 
has stated.

The CBN deputy governor, 
Kingsley Obiora, says a Each 
day Belief report means that 
Nigerian companies adopting 
the CBDC may enhance money 
administration and doubtlessly 
enhance the nation's cross-
border commerce volumes.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  
implementation of cross-
border transactions in section 3 
of the e-naira challenge is 
anticipated to extend cross-
border commerce by about 
30%. Moreover, the decrease 
transaction value is anticipated 

t o  ex tend  the  u t i l i z a t i on  
(transaction quantity and worth) of 
eNaira and enhance revenue era by 
companies.

Obiora, who reportedly spoke at a 
service provider onboarding 
occasion, come simply days after 
CBN Governor Godwin Emefiele 
revealed that the CBDC had lower 
than 1 mi l l ion customers. 
Nonetheless, as reported by 
Bitcoin.com information, the CBN is 
now focusing on a tenfold improve 
within the variety of e-naira 
customers.

In order to accomplish this, 
Emefiele said the CBDC would add 
a feature that would allow 
customers without bank accounts 
or smartphones to access the 
CBDC. It added that the USSD code 
launched by the bank will deepen 
monetary inclusion.

Emifiele

Adeniran
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Consequently, SEC released 
new guidelines titled 'New 
Rules on Issuance, Offering 
Platforms and Custody of 
Digital Assets' and dated May 
11, 2022. The guidelines 
proffer fuller details and spell 
new omens for the digital and 
crypto assets industry. It's a 
striking departure from the 
clampdown on the industry by 
the Central Bank of Nigeria 
C B N .  N o  d o u b t ,  t h i s  
represents the preliminary 
building blocks in filling in the 
huge gap in the legal 
framework and could offer a 
measure of stability and 
regulatory backing to a 
market that is susceptible to 
volatility and attendant risks.

Conversely, the guidelines 
cou l d  have  f unc t i ona l  
limitations in respect of 
decentralization and freedom 
of innovation – features which 
are at the core essence of the 
technology.

The CBN's position has been 
one of hostility. The initial 
approach was to highlight 
associated risks and dissuade 
the banks and other financial 
institutions (BOFIs) from 
transactions related to digital 
assets without necessarily 
placing an outright ban. This 
directive was contained in a 
circular dated January 12, 
2017.

However, in early 2021, the 
attitude changed from mild 
irritation to an outright ban on 
the BOFIs from dealing and 
facilitating payment for crypto 
currency exchanges. It 
directed the BOFIs to close all 
accounts involved in crypto 
currency transactions.

In April, 2022, the CBN went 
ahead to fine six banks over 
alleged non-compliance with 
its regulation on crypto-
currency accounts. Despite 
this ban, over Four Hundred 
Billion Naira in digital assets 
was reported to have been 
traded in Nigeria in 2021, 
using decentralized peer to 
peer (P2P) platforms. The new 
SEC rules boxes CBN in a tight 
corner

Overview of the SEC Rules

A: Rules on Issuance of 
D i g i t a l  A s s e t s  a s  
Securities: This part of the 
rules is applicable to all issuers 
seeking to raise capital 
t h r o u g h  d i g i t a l  a s s e t  
offerings, and defines digital 
asset to mean 'a digital token 
that represents assets such as 
a debt or equity claim on the 
issuer'.

The process begins with the 
submission of an assessment 
form and a draft white paper, 

w h i c h  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  
information regarding the 
initial digital asset offering 
projects, business plan and 
feasibility study.

A disclaimer should also be 
endorsed on the whitepaper 
indicating that it does not 
represent an offer to sell. If the 
Commission, within 30 days, 
determines that the digital 
asset is a security under ISA, 
the issuer can then apply to 
register the said digital assets.

B :  R e g i s t r a t i o n  
Requirements for Digital 
Assets Offering Platforms 
(DAOPs): In the guidelines 
DAOP means an electronic 
platform operated by a DAOP 
operator for offering digital 
assets.

An applicant seeking to 
register as a DAOP must make 
an application via Form SEC 2 
and 2D, and pay the prescribed 
fees, including a registration 
fee of N30,000,000 (Thirty 
Million Naira only).

It needs to have a minimum 
paid up capital of N500 million 
(five hundred million naira 
only) which can include bank 
balances, fixed asset or 

investment in quoted Securities); 
and a current fidelity bond 
covering at least 25% of the 
minimum paid-up capital.

C: Registration Requirements 
for Digital Asset Custodians 
(DACs): The guidelines define 
Digital Asset Custodian as 'a 
person who provides the services 
of providing safekeeping, storing, 
holding or maintaining custody of 
virtual assets/digital tokens for 
the account of another person'.

The rules require a DAC applicant 
to comply with the general 
requirements for VASPs, in 
addition to the following: (a) 
Satisfy eligibility requirements for 
registration as a Custodian or 
Trustee; (b) Where a registered 
Custodian or registered Trustee 
seeks to provide DAC services, 
such CMO shall apply to the 
Commission for approval.

A foreign DAC may be registered 
by SEC provided it is authorized to 
carry out an activity of a similar 
nature in the foreign jurisdiction; 
and is from a comparable 
jurisdiction with whom SEC has 
regulatory arrangements on 
enforcement, supervision and 
sharing of information.

D: Rules on Virtual Assets 

Service Providers (VASPs): The 
rules under this part also covers 
requirements for registration of 
Digital Asset Exchange, Digital 
Asset Custodian, Digital Asset 
Offering Platform, and Issuance of 
Digital Assets.

They are applicable to platforms 
that facilitate or are involved, 
including on behalf of other 
persons, in any aspect of the 
trading, exchange and transfer of 
virtual assets. It also applies to 
issuers or sponsors of virtual/digital 
assets, including foreign or 
nonresidential.

Operators that actively target 
Nigerian investors directly or 
through their agents, through 
promotions, publications in Nigeria 
or direct e-mails to Nigerian 
addresses are also captured under 
the rules including foreign 
operators. All VASPs are required to 
be structured as corporate bodies.

Though the rules are not applicable 
to a technology service provider 
who  mere l y  p r ov i des  t he  
infrastructure, software or the 
system to a Digital Asset Exchange 
(DAX) ;  an  ope ra to r  o f  a  
communication infrastructure that 
merely enables orders to be routed 
to an Exchange; and an operator of 

a financial portal that aggregates 
content and provides links to 
financial sites of service and 
information provider.

E: Rules on Digital Assets 
Exchange (DAX): In addition to 
the general requirements for 
VASPs, an applicant seeking to 
register as a DAX must make an 
application via Form SEC 2 and 
2D, and pay the prescribed fees, 
including a registration fee of 
N30,000,000 (Thirty Million Naira 
only).

It needs to have a minimum paid 
up capital of N500 million (five 
hundred million naira only) which 
can include bank balances, fixed 
asset or investment in quoted 
Securities); and a current fidelity 
bond covering at least 25% of the 
minimum paid-up capital. DAX 
applicants are to provide 
corporate documents including 
copies of their certificate of 
incorporation, Memorandum and 
Articles of Association, tax 
clearance and audited accounts.

Furthermore, a copy of its draft 
rules and sworn undertakings to 
keep proper records and abide by 
SEC rules and regulations.

Source: BusinessDay

Recall that in September 2020, the Nigerian Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) had released a 
statement indicating its intention to regulate digital assets that qualify as securities transactions under the 
Investment and Securities Act (ISA) 2007.Ozi Nwadike writes

Legal implication of SEC's guidelines for digital assets

Yuguda
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BARRISTER Ibrahim Kashim, 
SSG Bauchi State has belittled 
the leading opposition Party in 
the state (APC ) of its 
understanding on the concept 
of privatization, particularly on 
the government's resolve to 
lease out the state comatose 
industries that have continued 
to heap liabilities onto the 
public domains.

The Secretary to the State 
Government, Barrister Ibrahim 
Kashim, made the remarks  on 
the opposition party recently at 
the New Banquet Hall of the 
government house Bauchi 
where he explained that 
privatization in its real sense 
means bringing the private 
sector to participate in an area 
that is traditionally left to the 
government.

The SSG who was refuting the 
APC statement on leasing out 
some of the state-owned 
companies to private sector 
participation, said it basically 
meant either to sell shares or 
Public Private Participation 
(PPP) which means the private 
sector should build the bridge 
and turn it around until it 
recovers its invested money 
and hand it back to the owner.

He said It could be recalled 
that the APC had Friday at a 
press conference in Bauchi 
presided over by its state 
chairman, BabayoAliyuMisau 
c o n d e m n e d  t h e  s t a t e  
government's privatization 
programme, describing it as a 
f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  P D P  
administration in the state to 
manage and resuscitate the 
state-owned industries for the 
advantage of the people.

The State Government's Chief 
Scribe further explained that 
privatization is a concept that is 
being done all over the world 
a s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h im ,  
governments all over the world 
realized that they lack the 
n e c e s s a r y  m o n e y  a n d  
expertise, as well as the spirit to 
run business.

“These are concepts that are 
being done all over the world, 
and why did it become 
necessary to develop and 
pu rsue  the  concep t  o f  
privatization? Governments all 
over the world realized that, 
g o v e r n m e n t  l a c k s  t h e  
necessary money and expertise 
to run business”.

He said it was because of the 
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  
intellectuals overtime started 
thinking on how to provide 
services to the people which is 
traditionally government, but 
without government's money, 
h e n c e  t h e  t a l k  a b o u t  
deregulation all over public 
domains globally.

“So we started talking about 
deregulation, let government 
come and make deregulation 
and invite the private sector 
who have the experience, 
money and the spirit, because 
government is a bureaucracy, 
but under the PPP while using 
public funds, there must be 
checks and balances”.

“Government has no business 
in business, what governments 
do is governance. You come up 
with deregulation, you establish 
level playing fields and you 
allow private sector businesses 
or joint venture businesses to 
operate. It became very clear 
all over the world, and Nigeria 
adopted it, as it started with the 
Adebo and Udoji Commissions', 

the SSG recalled.
Kashim therefore drew the 

attention of the APC in Bauchi 
to the Federal Government's 
recent privatization of the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) and the 
privatizations of so many public 
corporations by the APC –led 
governments in Kano and 
Kaduna privatized to ridicule 
itself in Bauchi.

The Bauchi SSG described 
the APC's condemnation of the 
PDP government in the state on 
the ongoing privatization as 
mere calculated attempt to 
blackmail the government, 
denigrate its activities, pool the 
people of the state, to misled 
the public and cast the 
government in negative light.

Barrister Kashim who further 

explained that the state 
government follows all due 
process in the privatization 
drive, backed up by state laws, 
categorically stated that the 
money derivable from the 
exercise is to reactive the ailing 
and comatose industries, 
offset liabilities including 
workers' salaries, taxes 
backlog, and turn them around 
while employing indigenes to 
earn for a living.

On the threat of APC in 
Bauchi taking the state 
government to ICPC and EFCC, 
the Bauchi SSG said that “If it is 
the work of these agencies, let 
them do it, I would be the last 
person to teach them how to do 
their work, if they feel there is 
any undertaking in this 
privatization”.
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GOVERNOR of Lagos State, 
BabajideSanwo-Olu, on 
Sunday, urged youths in the 
country to take charge of 
their future, from today.

Sanwo-Olu charged the 
youth to participate actively 
in different activities geared 
towards nation-building, 
saying leadership is not only 
achieved when people are 
elected as governors or 
president but from various 
roles assigned wherever 
they find themselves such as 
in the church.

According to the governor, 
serving in the church is a 
sure foundation for greater 
career service.

He spoke at this year's 
children and youth harvest 
thanksgiving of the Our 
Saviour's Church, Diocese of 
L a g o s  ( A n g l i c a n  
Communion) at Tafawa 
Balewa Square (TBS), 
Marina, Lagos, with the 
t h e m e  “ h a r v e s t  o f  
restoration and divine 
satisfaction.”

 “What the church stands 
for is to give the youth the 
foundation and space to be 
able to do those things they 
want to do and fly to 
whatever height. Because 
indeed, you are not just the 
future of the nation, you are 
indeed the future of the 
world and the future is now. 
And so you need to be 
partaker of it and take full 
charge of it.”

Sanwo-Olu and his wife, 
Ibijoke, who were Parents of 
the Day at the harvest 
thanksgiving service, also 
urged Nigerians to unite, 
shun division and make the 

right choices to create a 
tomorrow that everybody will 
be proud of.

He said his government will 
continue to be responsive to 
the people of Lagos and 
ensure development in every 
part of the state in line with 
t h e  ' G r e a t e r  L a g o s  
Development Agenda.'

“Let us hold ourselves 
together.  Whatever  i s  
dividing us as a country are 
the little things that can also 
unite us. Let us make the 
right choices. Let us create a 
tomorrow that all of them can 
be proud of.

“We have that responsibility 
to continue to make Lagos 
s a f e .  We  h a v e  t h a t  
responsibility to continue to 

make sure that we don't 
divide ourselves. We will 
c on t i nue  t o  c r ea t e  
opportunities for every 
citizen. We will continue to 
make Lagos a home to all 
for as long as they remain 
peaceful and law-abiding.”

Earlier, the Vicar of Our 
Saviour's Church, TBS, Ife 
Okupevi, urged Sanwo-
Olu to intervene in the 
ongoing strike by the 
Academic Staff Union of 
University (ASUU) by 
speaking to President 
Muhammadu Buhar i ,  
minister of education and 
other stakeholders for 
quick resolution of the 
strike that has grounded 
tertiary education for 
about months.

The clergyman also 
praised Sanwo-Olu for 
taking necessary actions 
against COVID-19 and 
provision of security in 
Lagos State.

I n  h i s  s e r m o n ,  
Emmanuel Mordi, urged 
Christians and those in 
positions of authority to 
serve God and ensure that 
justice is done in society.

Tinubu

Mohammed

GOVERNOR Bala Mohammed, 
of Bauchi State has dumped 
Senator Baba Telaand picked 
former Bauchi Speaker and 
current Member representing 
Zaki federal constituency in the 
House of Representatives, 
H o n o u r a b l e  M o h a m m e d  
AuwalJatau as his running mate 
in the 2023 governorship 
election in the state. 

Jatau made this known to 
journalists in Bauchi recently 
where he expressed profound 
gratitude to the Governor for 
finding him worthy to be his 
running mate in the forthcoming 
election.

Honourable Jatau, a former 
Speaker of the State House of 
A s s emb l y,  p r om i s ed  t o  
reciprocate the honour by being 
a loyal and supportive running 
mate for the success of the PDP 
led administration in the 
implementation of peoples-
oriented projects.

"I want to use this medium to 
e x p r e s s  m y  p r o f o u n d  
appreciation to His Excellency, 
the incumbent Governor of 
B a u c h i  S t a t e ,  
S e n a t o r B a l a A b d u l k a d i r  
Mohammed for finding me 
worthy to be his running mate in 

Running mate : Gov Bala drops Tela, picks Jatau
the 2023 governorship 
election in Bauchi State. This 
is a great honor to me and I 
want to assure the Governor 
that I wil l justify the 
confidence reposed in me.

“No Government in the 
history of Bauchi State that 
has performed well like what 
the Kauran Bauchi is doing to 
us now, all of us are surprised 
with the performance of our 
Governor in the delivery of 
devidends of democracy to 
the entire people of the state 
and we must appreciate His 
Excellency for making us 
proud. 

"Our 2023 campaign would 
be based on what we have 
achieved so far and things 
that we can do in our second 
term, and Insha Allah the 
achievements recorded by the 
Governor would be the key to 
our collective victory in the 
outcome of the governorship 
election. 

Honourable Jatau assured 
the people of the state that 
the performance of Governor 
Bala Mohammed in his second 
term would be better than 
that of his first tenure in the 
area of execution of projects 
and urged them to rally round 
the administration for better 
service delivery.

Take charge of
 the future - Sanwo-Olu 

 A former Inspector-General 
of Police (I-G) Mr Mike Okiro, 
said since Sen. Bola Tinubu, 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) 2023 presidential 
candidate fixed Lagos  as a 
governor, he would be able to 
fix Nigeria .

Okiro made this known on 
Friday in Abuja at the 
unveiling of the summit 
planning committee for 
Tinubu's support group, 
'Defect Together Movement 
for Tinubu-Shettima 2023.'

According to him, Tinubu is 
a man with foresight and 
capacity to fix Nigeria, 
because his developmental 
legacy were glaring.

“When Tinubu became the 
g o v e r n o r  o f  L a g o s ,  
criminality was at its highest 
peak in Lagos, robbery, killing 
,OPC, everything was in 
shambles and people were 
running away from Lagos.

“Then, Asiwaju made a 
special request to the I-G that 
if he wanted Lagos to be 
peaceful, he should bring 
Okiro back to Lagos .

“That was how I found 
myself back in Lagos, so I 
worked along with him to be 
able to keep Lagos calm.

”I left Lagos in glory to the 
extent that I was promoted 
from Commissioner of Police 
to DIG, all glory goes to 
Asiwaju.

“If as governor of Lagos, he 
did it, I have no doubt in my 
mind therefore, that given 
th i s  one rous  t ask  o f  
championing the course of 
the entire Nigeria, he is going 

to replicate what he did in 
Lagos,” he said.

Okiro said that although he 
was campaigning for Tinubu, 
”but it is what I know I am 
only telling you that one plus 
one is two.”

Okiro commended the 
group for selecting him as 
the its Chairman, Board of 
Trustees and pledged his 
support to make the vision 
come true.

Dr Kenneth Ibe-Kalu, the 
group's Chairman, said that 
Okiro was chosen as BOT 
chairman because of his 
wealth of experience, 
exposure and knowledge.

“He had contr ibuted 
i m m e n s e l y  t o  t h e  
development of the nation 
and had a credible career 
with the Nigeria Police Force, 
rising to the position of I-G 
and served as chairman, 
Police Service Commission.

“He is a destribalised 

‘Tinubu fixed Lagos, he'll fix Nigeria too‘
Nigerian, who has earned the 
respect of most Nigerians, 
this in a nutshell is what 
informed our choice of him .

“He will bring his wealth of 
exper i ence ,  exposure ,  
goodwill and foresight to 
being our chairman, because 
we believe in him to be able to 
guide us to the promised land 
,” he said.

Dr Umar Yakasai, Deputy 
National Campaign Director 
of the movement, said the 
group made painstaking 
search before settling on 
Okiro to add value to its quest 
of Tinubu's ambition to fix 
Nigeria .

Yakasai said, ”this is in view 
of Okiro's long term closeness 
to Tinubu and his vantage 
position to spur other 
eminent persons to support 
the group's plan.

“Okiro initiated the idea of 
the Amnesty Programme that 
doused the tension in the 
Niger Delta region during the 

late AlhajiUmaruYar'Adua's 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  
guaranteed peace in that 
region.

“So, in all ramifications, Sir 
Mike Okiro qualifies to be 
recognised as a foremost 
statesman in Nigeria, ” he 
added.

No going back on PPP
 in Bauchi - SSG

From ABBAS GUNGURA,
Bauchi

From ABBAS GUNGURA,
Bauchi

Sanwo-Olu
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WHEN nations found the speed 
they travel at is not good enough 
and or their destination is nowhere 
in sight as expected, review 
becomes inevitable. In the journey 
to nationhood, the destinations of 
interest include but not limited to 
holistic freedom, peace and 
stability, unity and integration as 
well as economic self-sufficiency!

 At different points in history, 
nations, leaders and pundits have 
had course to ask questions. Ask 
questions about the quality of their 
existence. For example Edmund 
1972 once asked, “Have we 
travelled three thousand miles not 
to be free?”

 In Nigeria today, concerns about 
bad conditions of life of the 
c i t izenry have thrown up 
questions. What is the essence of 
the independence our founding 
fathers fought for (and attained in 
1960)? Why do we have to fight for 
30 months if we cannot guarantee 
the peace and security of one 
another? What is the democratic 
struggle we fought to enthrone 20 
years ago all about? Is Nigeria's 
roof top collapsing? Is this nation 
of ours on the right path to 
nationhood? Are we lost in the 
wilderness, where exactly are we?

 Over the years, the leadership 
baton of Nigeria has been 
changing hands as it is in a relay 
manner. Each generation of the 
succeeding leaders had, at least, 
made modest achievements to 
their credit but there is still much 
left undone. The likes of king Jaja 
of Opopo played their part in 
defending the ownership of our 
land; Awolowo, Ahmadu Bello, 
Azikiwe, Tafawa Balewa all fought 
hard and ejected colonial intruders 
from our soil. Gowon and many 
others fought for the unity of the 
country while progressive forces 
l ike members of Nat ional  
Democratic Coalition (NADECO), 
Solomon Lar etc. fought for the 
return of democracy in the 

country. Yet, there are still 
more battles to fight: the 
battle against structural 
imbalances,  corrupt ion,  
i n s e c u r i t y ,  e c o n o m i c  
backwardness, etc. These 
many prob lems by a l l  
standards are deep rooted and 
cannot be solved by wishful 
thinking.

 Anyway, every problem is an 
opportun i ty  to  prov ide 
solution. Therefore, the 
opportunity to end Nigeria's 
economic slavery, insecurity, 
corruption and structural 
imbalances is here with us. 
Many countries around the 
world had had such huddles 

but overcame courtesy quality 
leadership. For example, in 
China, it was Dend Xiaoping that 
came to the rescue; in India, it 
was Manmohan Singh (finance 
Minister); For Singapore, it was 
Lee Kuan Yu, etc. In Nigeria, who 
can help us? An opportunity to 
write somebody's name in the 
sands of time, as the man who 
brought Nigeria out of the wood 
of underdevelopment is here.

 Political leaders must know that 
they shall not be leaders forever 
and the followership must also 
know that they might be on the 
saddle tomorrow. Today as 
always, while most of incumbents 
whom the law allows are seeking 

reelection; we have also seen 
former leaders fighting their way 
back to the corridors of power. 
There are some from the 
followership who are trying to 
give a shot for the first time. 
Which way do we go, the way of 
the incumbents or the-voted-
out-of-power bidders, and or 
should we go for new hands 
entirely? Here lies the dilemma 
of decision making in an election 
season. The choice (s) to make 
often come with certain degree 
of uncertainty.

 The Nigerian state seems to be 
in a state of leadership limbo. 
The atmosphere is always 
suggesting lack of faith in those 
who are in power and lack of 
power in the hands of those who 
have faith. In order to manage 
this limbo, it must be understood 
that every leadership is the 
product of the larger society it 
emerged from. Leaders are 
spec imens  o f  t he  t o t a l  
population and culture from 
where  they  a re  d rawn .  
Therefore, citizens have to do 
the needful to get credible 
leaders. In other words, it takes 
rare determination to produce 
good leaders from a largely 
corrupt population.

 Those who aspire to be in 
position of leadership must 
acquaint themselves with tested 
leadership qualities which 
include fearlessness (Humble 
fear lessness);  emot iona l  
intelligence (not easily angered 
or acting on impulse) and moral 
decency. What morality does is 
that even when there is legal 
lacuna, a moral leader will 
e x h i b i t  r i g h t  s e n s e  o f  
statesmanship.

 Leaders belief in the abilities of 
their followers and seek to 
inspire and motivate them in 

speech and action. Hear this 
inspiring one: “In view of men 
like those in the advanced 
guards, there is no doubt the 
regeneration of human race” 
(Edmund, 1972). The guard, to 
whom this inspiring line refers, 
will most likely put their best in 
the discharge of their duties, I 
imagined. Leaders have vision, 
seeing and taking action that will 
serve a country's greatest good 
in future times, say the next 50 
years.

 Fellow Nigerians, before us 
now is yet another opportunity 
to choose those that will lead us 
in the next four years, 
commencing from May 29, 
2023. In times like this, the 
advice and caution of Octavia 
Estelle Butler, multiple awards 
winning American Science 
f i c t i o n  w r i t e r  b e c o m e s  
instructive and should be 
reflected upon with all the 
seriousness it deserves. Her 
words: “Choose your leaders 
with wisdom and forethought. 
To be led by a coward is to be 
controlled by all that the coward 
fears. To be led by a fool is to be 
led by the opportunist who 
controls the fool. To be led by a 
thief is to offer up your most 
precious treasures to be stolen. 
To be led by a liar is to ask to be 
told lies. To be led by a tyrant is 
to sell yourself and those you 
love into slavery.” This quote 
needs meditation to fully 
internalize the implications of 
voting wrong leaders!

In few months ahead,  
Nigerians of voting age who 
have registered with the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) and have 
their respective Permanent 
Voters' Card (PVC) shall be 
going to the polls to elect from 
among us leaders who will 
represent at various levels as 
members of state houses of 
assemblies, national assembly 
(both senate and House of 
Representatives), governors 
and, indeed, President of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. We 
must go into this all important 
exercise with the “unfinished 
dreams” of the country in mind. 
The  d r eams  a s  e a r l i e r  
mentioned and for the purpose 
of emphasis include but not 
limited to the need to end 
economic slavery, insecurity, 
corruption and structural 
imbalances in the country. The 
issue therefore is to determine 
which of these candidates or 
combinations of candidates 
have what it takes to address 
our pressing problems?

 The choice is ours to make.  
We must wear our thinking cap 
and think clearly before we vote 
in the coming general elections. 
We must learn to choose wisely 
if bridging the leadership gab 
the country is battling with, for 
decades, is anything to go by. 
Preparation in leadership 
matters a lot. Best wishes to 
Nigeria and Nigerians!

Politics

Journey to nationhood: Filling the leadership gap
Nations are organic, therefore they evolve, changing from one stage or form to another. One of the major catalysts of state 
evolution and revolution is leadership. Leaders are like drivers, pilots or captains of cars, aeroplanes or ships (vessels) 
respectively, who take people to destinations of interest. The quality of leadership therefore determines how well and far a nation 
can go, writes AYUBA YILGAK'HA.

Over the years, the leadership baton of Nigeria 
has been changing hands as it is in a relay 
manner. Each generation of the succeeding 
leaders had, at least, made modest achievements 
to their credit but there is still much left undone. 
The likes of king Jaja of Opopo played their part in 
defending the ownership of our land; Awolowo, 
Ahmadu Bello, Azikiwe, Tafawa Balewa all fought 
hard and ejected colonial intruders from our soil. 
Gowon and many others fought for the unity of 
the country while progressive forces like 
members of National Democratic Coalition 
(NADECO), Solomon Lar etc. fought for the return 
of democracy in the country. Yet, there are still 
more battles to fight: the battle against structural 
imbalances, corruption, insecurity, economic 
backwardness, etc. These many problems by all 
standards are deep rooted and cannot be solved 
by wishful thinking.

Buhari
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Since Nigeria returned to democratic rule in 1999, the presidential poll has always been a contest between the two dominant 
parties in the country. This is despite the fact that Nigeria operates a multi-party system, where in most occasions the smaller 
parties' present candidates during the presidential elections, IWOK INIOBONG & EMELIKE OBINNA write.

Obi

After dislodging the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) which 
ruled for 16 years in 2015, the 
ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC) government headed by 
President Muhammadu Buhari is 
expected to be succeeded by 
another president, after the 
expiration of his tenure in May 
2023.

Unlike in the past when the 
presidential poll was a straight fight 
between the candidates of the 
nation's two major parties, the APC 
and PDP, the reverse appears to be 
the case this time around, with the 
entrance to the race of the Labour 
Party’s  presidential candidate, 
Peter Obi, a former governor of 
Anambra State.

Across the country, the candidacy 
of Peter Obi has continued to gain 
wide popularity, among ordinary 
Nigerians and political elite alike.

Obi's growing popularity and 
acceptance has also brought the 
Labour Party into national 
reckoning, turning it into a 
beautiful bride where aspirants 
now line up to contest on the 
platform.

Until now, the Labour Party, 
linked to the nation's main trade 
union, the Nigeria Labour Congress 
(NLC), was largely an obscure 
party, with little or no presence in 
several states of the federation.

However, Obi's entrance into the 
presidential race on the platform of 
the LP changed the narrative, 
bringing the party to national 
consciousness ahead of the 2023 
general elections.

Perhaps, the birth of the 
'Obidient' movement, named after 
him, has brought a different 
dimension to the presidential race.

Largely driven by youths, the 
movement leverages on youths 
present on social media to mobilise 
and garner support for Obi's 
presidential bid.

The movement is determined to 
leverage the good image of Obi to 
create a third force, giving 
Nigerians an alternative away from 
the candidates of the two dominant 
parties.

Obi is perceived as the candidate 
that can take the country out of its 
woes, amid the widening poverty 
and economic crisis in the country.

This year marks 20 years of the 
Labour Party in the Nigerian 
political scene. The party, which 
started as Party for Social 
Democracy in 2002, keeps 
struggling since then to make an 
impact, especially to woo the 
electorate to  its side.

Though Olusegun Mimiko broke 
the jinx in 2009 to become the first 
Nigerian governor to be elected on 
the Labour Party platform, the 
party had no stake at the National 
Assembly until the recent defection 
of a senator out of the 109 senators 
and two out of the 360 House of 
Representatives members.The 
figures represent a very poor 
performance of the party.

However, the once obscured 
Labour Party, which is often 
missing in the ballot paper for lack 
of a presidential candidate, is now 
becoming influential, and even 

giving the two major parties a 
strong headache for the 2023 
presidential election.

Of course, credit goes to 
Peter Obi, the former governor 
of Anambra State, and running 
mate to Atiku Abubakar in the 
2019 presidential election. 
Since joining the Labour Party 
in May and emerging as its 
presidential flag bearer, the 
party has been growing in 
i n f l u e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
popularity among the youths, 
who believe in the change Obi 
is promising.

The #Obidient has been 
among the highest trending on 
social media and youths are 
catching the fire, supporting it 
and insisting that a true 
change is possible with Obi's 
presidency.

Again, it is now fashionable 
to run under the party as many 
are defecting from the two 
major parties to join Labour 
Party while some political 
b i g w i g s  a r e  s e c r e t l y  
#Obidient.

According to Ezenwa Francis 
Onyewuch i ,  a  s ena t o r  
representing Imo East, who 
dumped PDP for Labour Party 
recently, Peter Obi has proven 
himself as a business man with 
high integrity, as a governor, 
who impacted his state, 
ensured stability in the once-
hot political scene of Anambra 
and as a Nigerian who has 
capacity to enforce true 
change for all Nigerians.

Toeing the same line, 
Oseloka Obaze, Obi's top aide, 
noted that Obi has all it takes 
to renew, transform and to 
free the country from the 
current security and socio-
economic challenges.

Considering all that is going 
for Obi, the Labour Party is 

now reaping bountifully from the 
calibre of Obi's person, his 
integrity, practical solutions to 
Nigeria's problems and love for 
the masses.

Abidemi Olosa, a former staff of 
Fidelity Bank, described Obi as Mr. 
Integrity and that the politicians 
are courting him because they 
know he can deliver and will not go 
out of his cool personality to give 
them trouble.

Emem Itoro, a big follower of Obi 
and his #Obidient movement, 
noted that the Anambra-born 
politician has offered Nigerians a 
good option for the 2023 election.

“In 2015, Nigerians were faced 
with two wrong options, the PDP 
that ran the country down and the 
APC fielded a candidate most 
people opposed. In 2023, Labour 
Party is offering Nigerians respite 
from the enslavement of die-hard 
old politicians and looters of the 
country,” Itoro said.

From the party angle, Clement 
Ojukwu, National Organisation 
Secretary, Labour Party, said that 
the move by Obi to the party was a 
huge blessing because the party is 
becoming more active now, with 
members growing and party 
activities increasing daily.

Currently, the party, according 
to him, has been carrying out 
m e m b e r s h i p  u n v e i l i n g s  
nationwide, a move aimed at 
informing Nigerians that the 
Labour Party is fully prepared for 
the 2023 e lect ion in  a l l  
ramifications.

Aside from Peter Obi of Labour 
Party, Bola Tinubu of the APC and 
Atiku Abubakar of the PDP, there 
are many other presidential flag 
bearers for the 2023 election, but 
little is heard of them.

While Rabiu Kwankwaso of the 
New Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
makes headlines because of his 
large followership in Kano, the 

rest seem only interested in 
having the appendage of a 
former presidential flag bearer. 
They include: Prince Malik Ado-
Ibrahim of Young Progressive 
Party (YPP), Omoyele Sowore of 
Africa Action Congress (AAC), 
Prince Adewole Adebayo of 
Social Democratic Party (SDP), 
Ko l a  Ab i o l a  o f  Peop l e s  
Redemption Party (PRP), Hamza 
Al- Mustapha of Action Alliance, 
Peter Umeadi of All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) and 
Dumebi Kachikwu, of African 
Democratic Congress (ADC).

Speaking on why the flag 
bearers and their parties are not 
being heard of, Chij ioke 
Umelahi ,  a  former Abia 
lawmaker, noted that there is no 
need to stand for an election, 
which you know you cannot win, 
but that the flag bearers are not 
just trying their luck but see 
their emergence as status 
symbol.

“There was a time Tunde 
Bakare, Chris Okotie and lately 
Kingsley Moghalu were all vying 
at any presidential election. 
They knew they would not win, 
but it was just to be there. I think 
INEC should checkmate this 
mess and prune the numbers of 
parties. They are too many,” he 
said.

Observers say, unlike in the 
pas t  h i s  en t rance ,  has  
dramatically changed the tempo 
from the usual grandstanding 
campaign promises by the usual 
politicians.

They say that he has changed 
the narrative of the campaign to 
issue-based, problem-solving 
solutions, and ideas being 
discussed in the forefront.

“What he has brought to the 
table is issue-based discussion 
and campaign unlike in the past. 
Telling us what the problems are 

and providing solutions. If he is 
sincere or his facts are true, 
sometimes I can't say. It is a 
clear departure from the abuse, 
name calling we have seen by 
our politicians. I hope the tempo 
can be sustained when the main 
campa ign beg ins ,”  Tope 
Musowo, a public affair analyst, 
said.

Pundits say Obi and the LP's 
wide acceptance across the 
country is an indication that 
Nigerians are disillusioned with 
the existing two major parties. 
Some say the youths are tired of 
the present crop of leaders and 
want someone with capacity 
that they can engage with.

“The popularity of Peter Obi 
and Labour Party is to show you 
that Nigerians don't have 
interest in the PDP and APC 
again, who have failed them 
over the years.

“People are tired. Is it not the 
same APC ruling us for seven 
years now, what has changed? 
Look at how the country is; 
Nigerians are looking for a third 
force and they see him as 
someone who is different,” 
Adewale Bolaji, a member of the 
Action Democratic Party (ADP) 
National Executive Committee 
and Lagos State chairman, said.

“I think with good strategy Obi 
will do well. LP is popular, what 
do you expect, they gave him 
that opportunity when the PDP 
did not value him. People moved 
with him to the Labour Party 
when he moved because of his 
charisma. I pray there is no 
crisis in the party; Peter obi 
would make the needed 
changes,” he said.

Gbadebo Rhodes-Vivour, the 
LP gubernatorial candidate for 
the 2023 election in Lagos 
State, said that Nigerians were 
tired of the status quo, stressing 
that the candidates of the two 
major parties had failed the 
nation in the past.

According to him, “The APC 
has thrown up Bola Tinubu that 
has been linked to all sorts of 
things and corruption. On the 
other hand, we have Atiku that 
has allegations trailing him as 
well. Then you have a Peter Obi, 
that everything about him is 
about transparency, managing 
resources and accountability 
and this is what the people want.

“Is time for Nigeria to do what 
the people want? The reality is 
that we have so much crude oil 
and yet we are importing crude 
oil. We have so many resources 
constantly borrowing to pay 
d e b t .  T h e r e  i s  p u b l i c  
acceptance, because Nigerians 
are tired, that is why the party is 
popular.”

The governorship candidate 
stressed that the other 
candidates lacked capacity to 
challenge Obi.

“I don't think any of the 
candidates can compete with 
him, it is time for leaders that 
can change the way things are 
done,” he added.
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VCDP distributes tricycles worth millions to farmers

THE former Minister of 
I n t e r i o r ,  L t -  G e n .  
Abdurrahman Danbazau 
said that tackling insecurity 
in the country is the 
business of everybody.

Danbazau who was also 
the former Chief of Army 
Staff (CoAS) said this in an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  T H E  
NIGERIA STANDARD on 
the sideline of the wedding 
fatiha of the daughter of the 
f o r m e r  D i r e c t o r  o f  
Depar tment  o f  S ta te  
Security Service, (DSS), 
Alhaji Lawal Musa Daura in 
Daura on Friday.

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
addressing the current 
insecurity is the business of 
everybody. Danbazau point 
out that all hands must be 
on deck to do that.

"I urge members of the 
public never to assist 
perpetrators of evils with 
information. They hide in 
the forest to continue with 
their heineous crimes" he 
said.

Danbazau advised the 
publ ic  to report  any 
suspectected movement 
around them to the security 
agencies, pointing out that 

maintenance of security is 
encompassing and involves 
everyone.

He said that government is 
doing its best in line with the 
constitution to protect the 
lives and property of every 
citizen in the country.

"The way people are 

saying that there is too 

much insecurity in the 

country, is not that bad. At  

least government is doing 

its best, you can see people 

are moving around"
"Danbazau appealed to 

people not to lose hope, 

stressing that the issue will 

one day become history.

THE Value Chain Development 
Programme (VCDP) in Kogi 
under the FGN/IFAD assisted 
project, has distributed tricycles 
worth millions of naira to VCDP 
farmers to boost their farming 
ac t iv i t i es  in  the  s ta te .
The distribution ceremony was  
w i t n e s s e d  b y  H o n .  
Commissioner of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Hon. 
David Apeh, at the Kogi VCDP 
office in Lokoja.

The Commissioner was happy 
with the happenings in VCDP 
and how farmers were being 
supported in the state. 
Presenting the tricycle to one of 
the farmers Haj ia  Rab i  
Abubakar from Ajaokuta LGA, 
Apeh lauded the government of 
Alhaji Yahaya Bello for always 
standing by the programme in 
t h e  s t a t e .
He advised beneficiaries to be 

good ambassadors of the 
project and the State as they 
continue to work hard to earn a 
good living. 

The Commissioner also 
commended the efforts of the 
state Programme Coordinator 
to keep the flag of success flying 
always as she pilot the affairs of 
V C D P  i n  t h e  S t a t e .
Also speaking, Mrs  Vera 
Onyilor, the National Knowledge 
M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
Communicat ions Advisor, 
IFAD/VCDP, who monitored the 
distribution, commended the 
managerial acumen of the State 
Programme Coord inator.
She said that there was every 
assurance that the lives of the 
beneficiaries would change for 
the better courtesy of VCDP, 
while urging the beneficiaries to 

make judicious use of the 
machine.

Earlier, the State Programme  
Coordinator, Dr Stella Adejoh, 
sa id  the t r i cyc les  were 
distributed to help the farmers 
in transporting their farm 
produce it is alsomeant for them 
to engage in transportation 
business to generate income.

Adejoh explained that the 
beneficiaries were some of the 
farmers already captured on 
their data base in the five 
benefiting local government 
a r e a s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .
She urged the beneficiaries to 
make judicious use of the items 
for the benefit of their families, 
the state and the nation in 
general.

The Programme Coordinator 
noted that the tricycles were not 
totally free. She explained that 
the beneficiaries had paid their 
matching grants, which was to 
enable them show commitment 
and take ownership of the items 
given to them.

She disclosed that several of 
such tricycles had been 
distributed in batches to 
beneficiaries in the past, saying 
the feedback from them had 
been success stories with 
p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s .
Adejoh reiterated that the 
development objective of VCDP 
“is to ensure food security, 
empower the rural farmers to 
lift them out of poverty and 
enhance the economy on 
s u s t a i n a b l e  b a s i s .
She expressed her delight in the 
distribution and the impacts the 
VCDP had made in achieving its 
goals and objectives in the 

From SHEHU DANJUMA 
Katsina

Tackling insecurity is everyone’s 

business  -Danbazau

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

state.
Dr Adejoh thanked His 

Excellency Gov. Yahaya Bello for 
his commitment towards the 
VCDP project, noting that the 
governor was always interested 
in improving the wellbeing of the 
citizens of the state.

On his part, Engr. Gabriel 
Salihu who is in charge of the 
sub component, encouraged the 
beneficiaries to always maintain 
the tricycles so that the 
machines will make them better, 
stressing that the life span of 
every equipment is dependent 
on the level of maintenance.

One of the beneficiaries, who 
is Physically challenged, Mr 
Armstrong Shuaibu, thanked 
the State Government and Kogi 
VCDP for the gesture in 
alleviating their suffering.
He opined that the opportunity 
w i l l  n o t  b e  m i s s u s e d .  
He promised that the tricycle 
would be used for the intended 
purpose to enhance his 
productivity and support his 
family and indeed render 
s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  
community.

The Value Chain
 Development Programme 

(VCDP) in Kogi under the 
FGN/IFAD assisted project, has 
distributed tricycles worth 
millions of naira to VCDP 
farmers to boost their farming 
ac t i v i t i e s  i n  the  s ta te .
The distribution ceremony was  
w i t n e s s e d  b y  H o n .  
Commissioner of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Hon. 
David Apeh, at the Kogi VCDP 
o f f i c e  i n  L o k o j a .

Flood wrecks  havoc in Qua'an Pan 
FLOOD has caused havoc 

in Kwa, Doemak, Kwalla, 

Kwande and Namu districts 

o f  Qua 'an-Pan Loca l  

Government  Area o f  

Plateau State, where 

bridges and farmlands 

were washed away; streets 

f looded, as buildings 

collapsed and many areas 

submerged in water.
The flood which occurred 

during the unceasing heavy 

rains from August 15th to 

28th, 2022; affected 

several communities within 

the local government area.
The Executive Chairman, 

Hon. Ernest Abner Da'a, 

r e p r e s en t ed  b y  t h e  

Secretary to the Council, 

Hon. Gideon Godenaan 

Dashe in company of the 

Supervisory Councilors for 

Works and WASH, took an 

on the spot assessment of 

some of the affected areas.
The team visited Doemak 

and Kwalla Districts, where 

they saw the two bridges 

linking the commercial 

centre of Doemak town and 

the one linking Doemak - 

Bwall road were destroyed, 

leaving those communities 

in isolation.
The flood also ravaged 

farmlands, while dozens of 

h o m e s  h a v e  b e e n  

submerged in water forcing 

some households to move 

t o  e m e r g e n c y  

accommodation in public 

buildings.
The Council Chairman, 

while commiserating with 

victims of the flood, 

e xp r e s s ed  s adne s s ,  

describing the disaster as 

a terrible set back to the 

victims and the entire local 

government.

The Chairman assured 

that government will do 

everything possible to 

intervene and mobilize 

interventions from relevant 

stakeholders. He appealed 

to the National Emergency 

Management  Agency  

(NEMA) and the State 

Emergency Management 

Agency (SEMA) to come to 

their rescue.

AGILE project: Qua'an-Pan commends 
government, funding partners

As part of processes 

t o w a r d s  t h e  

implementation of the 

Adolescent Girls Initiative 

f o r  L e a r n i n g  a n d  

Empowerment (AGILE) 

Project, a team from the 

Plateau State Government 

on Friday August 26, 2022, 

undertook an assessment 

visit to benefitting schools 

Q u a ' a n - P a n  L o c a l  

Government Area (LGA) 

Playing host to the team 

before their visits to the 

targeted schools, the 

E xe cu t i v e  Cha i rman  

Qua'an-Pan LGC of Plateau 

State, Hon. Ernest Abner 

Da'a, commended both the 

F e d e r a l  a n d  S t a t e  

Governments for the 

initiative. He said that the 

creation of AGILE would 

address the issues of 

gender gaps in school 

enrolments for girls and 

other children.
Speaking through the 

Deputy Chairman, Hon. 

Helen Henniet Wapmuk; 

who was flanked by the 

Secretary to the Council, 

Hon. Gideon Godenaan 

Dashe; Hon. Da'a said the 

programme would restore 

hope to young girls in the 

state who had dropped out 

of school due to lack of 

either funds, cultural 

h i n d r a n c e s  o r  

inaccessibility of schools in 

t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  

communities.
T h e  c o u n c i l  b o s s  

expressed gratitude to the 

f u n d i n g  p a r t n e r s ,  

especially the World Bank, 

for extending the project to 

Plateau State. 
He expressed happiness 

that Qua'an-Pan LGA shall 

be a beneficiary of the 

programme in the areas of 

s c h o l a r s h i p  a n d  

infrastructure expansion.
“The benefitting students 

a n d  s c h o o l s  m u s t  

reciprocate this gesture by 

making their families and 

the government at all levels 

proud, which we believe will 

eventual ly encourage 

future interventions and 

improved standard of 

education in the Local 

Government,” he stated.
The Chairman assured 

that the stakeholders in the 

locality, will collaborate 

with the agency to project 

and guard against any act 

that will jeopardize the 

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  

implementation of the 

programme. 
Earlier, the leader of the 

delegation, Barr. Cyrinus 

Naanmiap had informed 

their host that the goal of 

AGILE Project is to improve 

secondary  educa t i on  

opportunities among girls 

in some targeted schools 

across the state, including 

Qua'an-Pan LGA.
Barr. Naanmiap noted 

that the adolescent girls 

face many constraints in 

accessing and completing 

secondary educat ion, 

especially in Northern 

Nigeria. 

Da’a

Danbazau

Bello
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THE Nigeria Union of 
Journalists, NUJ, Plateau 
Council has set aside 
Thursday, September 1, 
2022 to engage political 
players on the Plateau on 
what they intend to do if 
given the chance to 
govern the state in 2023. 
The discourse is Plateau 
N U J ' s  m o d e s t  
contr ibut ion to the 
political development of 
the state in fulfilment of 
its agenda setting role. 
Professor Gyang Pam Sha 
of the National Institute 
for Policy and Strategic 
Studies,  Kuru Jos,  would 
be the guest speaker and 
the event would be 
chaired by Professor 
Nanven Gambo, the 
pioneer Vice Chancellor 
of Karl Kum University, 
Vom. 
The interaction would 

provide an avenue for 
P l a t e a u  p e o p l e  t o  
interface with those that 
are aspiring to run their 
affairs at various levels. It 
is expected that all 
shades  o f  po l i t i ca l  
op i n i ons  wou ld  be  
represented and would 
discuss an agenda for the 
state and how it can be 
achieved.  The event,  
would to a large extent,  
also open a window for 
the people to tel l  
politicians what they 
want and how they think 
the state can be run.
The event with the 

t h e m e ,  ‘ B e y o n d  
Politicking: Harnessing 
Plateau' potentials ’ 
would x-ray the many 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  
abound in the state and 
how they can be tapped 
to improve the quality of 
life of the people. As a 
matter of fact, all strata of 
the society has been 
invited to, not only grace 
the occasion but share 
their thoughts on how 
they think the state ought 
to be run so as to 
m a x i m i z e  t h e  
opportunities therein. 
This is a clear departure 

from the past where the 
society depended on the 
political class to tell them 
what they have in stock 
for them. This bottom up 
process would encourage 
a new approach to 
governance in the state 
and would make it 
possible for the populace 
to be listened to and their 
ideas integrated into the 

political programme of the 
var ious contestants.  
Besides, contributing to 
the political process, the 
NUJ sees as important the 
input of the people who 
are the final beneficiaries 
of the political process. 
And, bringing the various 
s hade s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
opinions under the same 
roof would help douse 
some of the political 
tensions often witnessed 
d u r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
campaigns.
The Nigeria Union of 

Journalists sees the 
political parties as taking 
different vehicles to the 
same destination. And if 
that be the case, then the 
unneces sa ry  ranco r  
should be eliminated from 
the process and made 
seamless. After all Plateau 
State has gone through 
enough troubles and 
cannot afford to leave its 
flanks open for mischief 
makers to take advantage 
of. 
At this point, the political 

discourse should and must 
be issue based. The 
people must be taken a-
long and contribute in 
creating the platform for 
the development of the 
state. The benefit of doing 
this are numerous. They 
wou l d  n o t  j u s t  b e  
consumers but would have 

shared in molding the 
i d e a s  t h a t  w o u l d  
ultimately be used to 
determine the future of 
their state. This would set 
Plateau aside as a state 
that thrives on the ideas 
of its people. Also, it 
would through th is 
process become a model 
for others to emulate.
P l a t e a u  h a s  a n  

opportunity to determine 
its path at the discourse 
and fashion a way out of 
its present political 
wilderness so as to lead 
from the front not playing 
the second fiddle as is the 
case at the moment. 
Issues that are germane 
f o r  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  m u s t  
always be debated for the 
good of all and get the 
buy in of all and sundry so 
that at the end, no strata 
of society would feel left 
out. 
The needless tension 

created by polit ical 
jobbers must not be 
allowed to divide the 
s o c i e t y .  A n d ,  a l l  
politicians must hem-in 
their supporters and, 
make them see the 
bigger picture not just 
their political interests. 
After all, if there is no 
state, their interest 
cannot be achieved in a 
void.  The state must 
therefore, be able to 
exist for the various 
interests to flourish.
On the whole, we must 

take advantage of our 
diversity to develop and 
grow our state. We 
cannot afford to keep 
going in circles in the 
name of politicking and 
making no meaning. 
Plateau is the only state 
we can lay claim to and 
we do not have a choice 
but to run it in a manner 
that we will all be proud 
of. Beside, we must find 
ways of creating new 
sources of wealth in view 
of the lean resources that 
accrue to the state from 
the centre. 
It is only by engaging in 

rigorous interactions and 
opening up to new ideas 
that we can chart a new 
course for our state and 
country. Posterity will 
only be kind to us and 
remember us in its 
footnotes when we set in 
motion ideas that would 
p rope l  g rowth  and  
renewal.

“

Setting an agenda

The event with the 
theme, ‘Beyond 
P o l i t i c k i n g :  
H a r n e s s i n g  
P l a t e a u '  
potentials’ would 
x-ray the many 
opportunities that 
abound in the 
state and how they 
can be tapped to 
i m p r o v e  t h e  
quality of life of 
the people. As a 
matter of fact, all 
s t r a t a  o f  t h e  
society has been 
invited to, not only 
grace the occasion 
but share their 
thoughts on how 
they think the 
state ought to be 
r u n  s o  a s  t o  
m a x i m i z e  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
therein. 

The Nigerian Red Cross 
Society (NRCS), has 
disbursed the sum of N35, 
000 each to 4,912 
households in Kaduna 
State to enable them 
prepare for flood.

Mr Abubakar Kende, the 
Secretary-General of Red 
Cross said this in a 
statement issued by Mr 
Chima Nwankwo, the 
C o o r d i n a t o r ,  
Communica t ion  and  
Advocacy of the society in 
Abuja on Monday.

Kende said that the 
beneficiaries were drawn 
from six communities 
from three flood prone 
local government areas of 
the state.

According to him, the 
areas are Kaduna South, 
Kaduna North and Chikum 
in Kaduna state.

“The six communities 
are Narayi, Kabala West, 
Bachma, Kigo Extension, 
Nasarawa and Romi.

“The communities are 
close to River Kaduna, 
wh i ch  i s  p r e sen t l y  
overflown due to heavy 
rains as predicted by the 
Nigerian Meteorological 
Agency (NiMET),'' he said.

According to Kenda, the 
Shock Responsive Social 
Protection Programme 
(SRSP) of the Society is 
the first of its kind in 
Nigeria.

He said it was a pilot 
project  that  equips 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  w i t h  
financial resources as well 
as other community 

members with messages on 
flood mitigation.

Kende  l i s t ed  o the r  
messages to inc lude 
h y g i e n e  p r o m o t i o n ,  
protection against sexual 
abuse and exploitation, 
prevent ion of sexual  
exploitation and abuse as 
well as other empowerment 
initiatives.

“Flooding is not an 
unforeseen occurrence, 
there are usually early 
warning signs but most 
people choose to ignore 
them because of lack of 
resources to take action.

“This project helps people 
to plan, prepare and 
prevent devastation, which 
is better than responding 
when the disaster has 
already struck,'' he said.

The statement quoted Mr 

Benson Agbro, the Director, 

Disaster Management of 

Red Cross as saying “as an 

anticipatory activity, this 

project will go a long way in 

shaping future approaches 

to disaster management.

“A time will come when 

few people will be affected 

by such predicted disasters 

and thus there will be less 

risk to human lives and 

property.''

Agbro said that the SRSP 

wa s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  

E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  

Humanitarian Aid (ECHO), 

supported by the United 

Nations Childrens Fund, 

UNICEF, the International 

Federation of Red Cross 

(IFRC), and the IFRC 

C l i m a t e  C e n t r e .  

(NAN)(www.nannews.ng)

Empire Area of Surulere.
Hundeyin said police 

operatives attached to 
S u r u l e r e  D i v i s i o n  
responded to a distress 
call from the area and 
rescued the man, who was 
alleged to lured a 15-year-
old boy.
The spokesman said that 

preliminary investigations 
revealed that the boy was 
at his mother's shop, 

w h e n  t h e  s u s p e c t  
attempted to take him to 
an unknown destination.
T h e  s u s p e c t  w a s  

however accosted by a 
neighbour who raised the 
alarm.
“The suspect had already 

dispossessed the boy of an 
Itel Android phone to cut 
off communication with 
his mother.
“While the boy has been 

rescued unhurt and the 
p h o n e  r e c o v e r e d ,  
investigation is ongoing to 
establish the full extent of 
the suspect's culpability.
“The suspect will be 

a r r a i g n ed  i n  c ou r t  
d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  
o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  
investigation,” he said.
Hundeyin said that the 

Commissioner of Police in 
Lagos, Abiodun Alabi, 
commended residents of 
the area for promptly 
alerting the police.
He, however, warned 

members of the public to 
desist from jungle justice, 
“as it is a crime”. (NAN

Red Cross disburses N35, 000 
to 4,912 households 

Police in Lagos State 
said they arrested a 22-
year-old man, Ayomide 
Fawehinmi for alleged 
child trafficking.
The Po l i ce  Pub l i c  

Relations Officer in 
Lagos, SP Benjamin 
H u n d e y i n ,  w h o  
confirmed the arrest in a 
statement on Monday, 
said the suspect was 
rescued from a mob in 

Police arrest child trafficking suspect 

CP Alabi
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GOVERNOR Muhammadu 
Inuwa Yahaya has led Gombe 
State delegation to the 
funeral prayer of the late Emir 
of Funakaye, His Royal 
Highness, Alhaji Mu'azu 
Muhammad Kwairanga who 
passed away in the late hours 
of Saturday, 27th August, 
2022 in Bajoga.

The funeral prayers, which 
was held at the Funakaye 
Central Mosque, Bajoga was 
attended by thousands of 
sympathisers from within and 
outside the state. 

Shortly after the funeral 
p r a y e r ,  G o v e r n o r  
Muhammadu Inuwa Yahaya 
proceeded to the the Emir's 
Palace where he condoled 
with the royal family  and also 
received commiserations 
from traditional rulers, 
c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s ,  
g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  
a s s o c i a t e s  a nd  o t h e r  
sympathisers.  

In an emotion-laden voice, 
Governor Inuwa said, "Today, 
a giant tree has fallen in 
Gombe State. We have lost a 
rare gem, a humble and 
dedicated royal father who 
was highly cherished by his 
subjects and the entire people 
of the state".

The Governor noted that the 
late monarch lived a life of 
service and offered counsels 
and fatherly guidance for the 
peace, unity, growth and 
development of the state in 

particular and Nigeria as a 
whole within less than 2 
years of his reign as Emir of 
Funakaye.  

He said, "his sudden exit is 
a lesson to all of us, 
especially considering his 
status and age, but what was 
destined by Allah is not 
questionable; as such I am 
using this medium to urge us 
all to take solace in the fact 
that it is Allah who gives and 
takes at decreed times. 

"On behalf of myself, the 
government and good people 
of Gombe State, I wish to 
extend our condolences to 
t h e  b e r e a v e d  f a m i l y  
members and the entire 
Funakaye Community over 
this monumental loss", he 
stated emotionally.

The Governor expressed 
appreciation to all that 
at tended the funera l ,  

especially the traditional 
rulers from the neighbouring 
State of Yobe.  

NRC commences operations
  in Bauchi soon

Gov, traditional rulers, attend late Emir’s funeral prayers

Ten persons died in flood

Lalong receives award-winning Plateau 
Agric-preneur 

TEN persons are said to have 
lost their lives following a 
massive flood that ravaged 
Girei Local Government Area 
of Adamawa State.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e  
Development, Executive 
Secretary Adamawa State 
Emergency Management 

From GYANG PAM, Yola

Willie Attah, Gombe

From Abbas Gungura, Bauchi

NORTH Eastern District 
Manager of the Nigerian 
Ra i lway Corporat ion 
(NRC), Mr Aliyu Mainasara 
h a s  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  
commencement of five 
k i lometers  ra i l  l ine  
services from Bauchi 
met ropo l i s  t o  Ink i l  
community, along Bauchi-
G o m b e  r o a d  f o r  
passengers and students 
on excursion.

The Railway District 
Manager (RDM) gave the 
hint while unveiling the 
rail line services in Bauchi 
recently, said only N200 
would be charge per trip 
from Bauchi station to 
Inkill Community.

Mainasara unfolded that 
the rail services would 
operate three times a day, 
from Monday to Saturday, 
adding that each trip 
would be accompanied by 
security personnel to 
protect passengers and 
their luggages.

The District Manager 

who said that the train 
has the capacity of 
carrying about 70 to 100 
p a s s e n g e r s  w i t h  
comfortable facilities, 
pointed out that full 
s e r v i c e s  w o u l d  
commence on Monday 
September 5, 2022 with 

d a i l y  a n d  m o n t h l y  
schedules.

He said that the North 
eastern district has not 
run a single train in the 
last seven years due to 
cha l lenges posed by 
insecurity and vandalism 
of its track.

According to the RDM, the 
initiative would accord the 
citizens and children to test 
the rail services, as there 
are people who don't have 
experience of rail services.

He noted that by the end 
of 2022, the Corporation 
will extend the services to 
Alkaleri local government 
area of the state and even 
to Gombe state.

The RDM said engineers in 
the district are working on 
the track for the expansion 
of the scope of services to 
Alkaleri local Government 
area of the state.

H e  a p p e a l e d  t o  
stakeholders to support the 
initiative of the North-East 
District office of the 
corporation with credible 
information to ensure 
effective surveillance and 
protection of the tracks.

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  
reports that during the pre- 
test and commencement of 
the rail services, the rail 
c o n v e y e d  t h e  R D M ,  
Management team and 
passengers from Bauchi 
station to Inkill Community 
in two trips.

By Palang Kasmi

TO encourage young 
budding ta lents  and 
entrepreneurs, Plateau 
Governor Simon Bako 
Lalong has received a 
young award-winning Agri-
p r e n e u r,  M i s s  Ly o p  
Christopher Malo

Miss  Lyop recent ly  
emerged the Best Business 
Plan Participant in the West 
Africa Liventis Foundation 
Business Competition. 

While commending her at 
G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e  
Rayfield Jos, Lalong said he 
was delighted that the 
efforts of the Rescue 
Administration to shift 
away focus of youths from 

NEWLY posted Zonal 
Commanding Officer of 
the Federal Road Safety 
Corps(FRSC Zone 4), 
H e a d q u a r t e r  J o s ,  
Assistant Corps Marshal 
(ACM), Gilbert Igbokwe 
has charged officers and 
m e n  o f  t h e  z o n e  
compr i s i ng P l a teau , 
Benue and Nasarawa 
S ta t e s t o be more 
courteous, fair, firm and 
civil in discharging their 
duties in line with the 
FRSC s t a t u t o r y.

This was contained in 

Agency (ADSEMA), Dr. 
Suleiman Mohammed said 
the lives were lost following a 
flood.

He also revealed that three 
ch i ld ren  were  equa l l y  
admitted to a hospital 
following the collapse of a 
hospital building as a result of 
the flood.

Many people have as a 
result, fled the areas affected 
for safer haven.

Dr. Suleiman disclosed that 
following the development 
the ADSEMA swing into action 
to assess the needs of the 
people with a view to sending 
relief materials to them.

He also said ADSEMA has 
Communicated the NEMA 
Head Office in Abuja over the 
situation.

In a related development,  
flood has also affected some 
communities in Madagali 
Local Government Area 
causing a massive crack on a 
bridge called the Wuro-
Gyandi bridge.

An elder of the area Mr. 
Emmanuel Tsamdu disclosed 
that there is urgent need for 
governments intervention.

seeking white collar jobs 
to entrepreneurship and 
s k i l l s  d e v e l o p m e n t  
particularly in agriculture 
is gradually yielding 
results with many youths 
from the state excelling in 
national and international 
competitions. 

T h e  G o v e r n o r  
congratulated Miss Lyop 
for excelling and winning 
the competition with her 
brilliant business proposal 
and promised to ensure he 
gives her the required 
support to make her 
succeed in actualizing her 
bus i nes s  p l an ,  and  
motivating other youths to 

embrace agriculture as a 
major source of income for 
themselves and their 
families. 

La long  commended 
Liventis Foundation for its 
partnership with his state 
for many decades, where 
m a n y  j o b s  a n d  
competencies have been 
built for the benefit of the 
citizens. 

Chairman of Barkin Ladi 
Local Government Council 
Hon. Jock Alamba said the 
Government of Simon 
Bako Lalong has done so 
much in building the 
capacity of youth and 
creating institutions that 
have become pivotal for 
harnessing the potentials 
o f  t h e  y o u n g e r  
generation. 

He said in appreciation of 
the performance of Miss 
Lyop  Ma lo,  L ivent i s  
Foundation has decided to 
establish an Agricultural 
Training School in Barkin 
Ladi.

The APC Chairman in 
Plateau State, Hon. Rufus 
Bature restated the 
determination of the APC 
to continue to focus on 
h u m a n  c a p i t a l  
development among other 
developmental strides.

By HOSEA NYAMLONG a press releases signed 
by Superintendent Route 
Commander(SRC),Elizab
eth Eniaye-Chris, Acting 
Zonal Public Education 
Officer, Zone RS4, Jos and 
made available to THE 
NIGERIA STANDARD on 
Monday in Jos.

He stressed the need to 
improve patrol activities 
with zero tolerance for 
corruption by his men, he 
pointed out that dedicated 
and hard working staff 
would be rewarded.

Igbokwe added that 
those found violating the 
operational guidel ine 

s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e  
commission would be 
sanctioned accordingly.

He assured citizens of 
t h e i r  r e a d i n e s s  t o  
collaborate with other 
s i s t e r  a g e n c i e s ,  
stakeholders,traditional 
rulers, religious leaders 
and media in achieving the 
corps mandate in ensuring 
that they educate the 
public on  post-crash care 
and other responses would 
be part of their focus 
among other activities to 
ensure a h i tch free 
exercise.

According to him"he 

Lalong

Inuwa

FRSC zone 4 officers commended on conduct

Sambo

Governor Inuwa Yahaya's 
entourage included the 
Speaker of Gombe State 
House of Assembly, Hon. 
Abubaka r  Mohammed  
Luggerewo, Secretary to the 
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t ,   
Professor Ibrahim Abubakar 
Njodi, Chief of Staff, 
Abubakar Inuwa Kari, Head 
of Service, Bappayo Yahaya, 
Commissioners, Special 
Advisers, Directors-General 
a m o n g  o t h e r  t o p  
Government functionaries.  

The late Alhaji Muazu 
Muhammad Kwairanga was 
installed as the Emir of 
Funakaye in May, 2021 and 
died on Saturday 27th 
August, 2022 at the age of 
45. 

assures various states 
and local government 
across the zones of their 
readiness for a better 
synergy with a view to 
crash down road traffic 
offenders.

H e  a p p e a l e d  t o  
motorists to obey all 
t r a f f i c  r u l e s  a n d  
regulations while plying 
the road,especially during 
this rainning season.

He urged motorists to fix 
functional wipers, brake 
system, good tyres and 
lighting system to avoid 
auto accident.
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THOUSANDS of people have 

since died, towns and cities lie in 

ruins and over 13 million people 

have been displaced. But the 

question remains, what was it 

for and how will it end?

Since the fall of the Soviet 

Union and when Ukraine 

achieved independence in 1991, 

Russian leader saw this as a 

t h r e a t ,  a n d  c a l l e d  t h e  

development as, “disintegration  

of his history as well as anti-

Russian project” where he 

claimed that Russians and 

Ukrainians were one people, 

hence denying Ukraine history to 

become an independent state.

However, Vladimir Put in 

unleashed this war with the 

just i f icat ion that modern 

Ukraine was a constant threat 

and Russia could not feel safe, 

develop and exist.

The Russian leader’s initial aim 

according to a BBC news report 

was to overrun Ukraine and 

dispose its government, ending 

for good its desire to join the 

western defensive with North 

Alantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO). After a month of failure, 

he abandoned his bid to capture 

the capital Kyir and turned his 

ambition to Ukraine East and 

South.

It will be recalled that in 2013, 

due to the pressure on Ukraine 

the then pro-Russian leader 

Viktor Yanukovyeh refused to 

sign a deal with the European 

Union (EU) that led to mass 

protest that ultimately ousted  

Ukraine’s President in February 

2014.

Since the Soviet Union collapse 

and in 1991 when Ukraine 

achieved independence, it had 

gradually looked to the West, 

both the European Union and the 

N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  T r e a t y  

organization which has support 

Ukraine with devoted resources 

to increase its defensive 

capabilities and increase military 

support from the United States 

of America (USA).

Launching the invasion of 
thUkraine on 24  February 2022, 

…Russian-Ukraine perspective
IT’S been six months Russia invaded Ukraine. Since then, billions of properties including humans are 

continually being lost. ISRAEL NANJUL LAR writes with agency report.

Vladimyr Putin told the Russian 

people that his goal was to 

“demilitarise and de Nazify 

Ukraine.” He declared his aim as 

to protect people subjected to 

what he called  years of bullying 

and genocide by Ukraine’s 

government as well as to 

ensuring Ukraine's neutral 

status.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  R u s s i a n  

President Putin criticized the 

engagement of European Union 

and NATO as a threat to his 

country and demanded Ukraine 

be barred from ever joining the 

military alliance. 

For Russia's leaders, the 

European Union and NATO 

members' defensive military 

alliance has one aim, that is to 

split society in Russia and 

alternately destroy it especially 

by launching an active military 

built-up, a tertiary adjacent to 

Russia.

The question one may ask is 

whether Russian forces have the 

number to press forward or pull 

back from Kyiv. But, the head of 

Russian International Affairs 

Council, Andrei Kortunov said 

that Putin needs a victory to 

present to his constituency at 

home as a victory.

Andrei adds that, Russian 

officials are now focused on 

seizing the two big eastern 

regions and creating a land 

corridor along the South coast, 

east from Crimea to Russian 

border. Hence, if Russia does 

capture both eastern regions, it 

will most likely try to annex them 

as it did with Crimea in 2014.

Due to the lingering war 

between Russia and Ukraine, a 

wide array of western sanctions 

geared to contract Russian's 

economy by up to 10 percent as 

well as hike inflation by more 

than 20% were placed on 

Russia.

Some of the Sanctions include 

freezing Russian Central Bank 

assets as well banning imports 

of oil and gas aim to phase out 

Russian oil by the end of 2022; 

Russian Airlines also have been 

barred from airspace over the 

European Union (EU), USA, UK 

and Canada as well as personal 

sanctions imposed on the 

President and his government 

amongst others.

There is little sign of any 

negotiation end this war even  in 

the immediate future such as 

s t r a t e g i c  p r o p o s a l s ,  

negotiations for Russians to 

withdraw its troops from all 

territories seized from Ukraine.

Moreso, strategic dialogues to 

strictly adhere to by all parties 

as well as legally binding 

guarantees would require other 

countries to protect a neutral 

Ukraine in the event of attack.

Furthermore, guarantor states 

from each of the parties would 

go a long way to ho ld 

consultations in defence of the 

vulnerable party.

Again, freedom of association 

by independent countries be 

encouraged to enter into 

military, political, economic and 

soc i a l  a l l i ance  and any 

international organizations as 

an independent state. 

PutinZelenskyy

“There is little sign of any negotiation to end this war or in 
the immediate future such as strategic proposals, 
negotiations for Russians to withdraw its troops from all 
territories seized from Ukraine. Moreso, strategic 
dialogues to strictly adhere to by all parties as well as 
legally binding guarantees that would require other 
countries to protect a neutral Ukraine in the event of 
attack. Furthermore, guarantor states from each of the 
parties would go a long way to hold consultations in 
defence of the vulnerable party. Again, freedom of 
association by independent countries be encouraged to 
enter into military, political, economic and social alliance 
and any international organizations as an independent 
state” 
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Deadly clashes in Iraq after 

al-Sadr quits politics
Iraq's political crisis has 

descended into violence, with 
Shia leader Muqtada al-
Sadr's announcement that he 
would quit politics sparking 
protests and clashes that 
killed at least 20 people and 
wounded dozens more.

Iraq's military announced a 
nat ionwide cur few on 
Monday after shelling and 
gunfire erupted in the Iraqi 
capital  and protesters 
stormed a government 
palace. The renewed violence 
has sparked concern, with 
the United Nations and 
several countries calling for 
calm and dialogue to resolve 
disputes.

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said he is 
following the protests in Iraq 
with concern, according to a 
spokesman.

Guterres appealed for calm 
and restraint, and urged “all 
relevant actors to take 
immediate steps to de-
escalate the situation and 
avoid any violence”. He also 
said all parties and actors 
must “rise above their 
differences” and engage 
“without further delay, in a 
peaceful and inclusive 
dialogue on a constructive 
way forward”.

“Iraq's security, stability 
and sovereignty should not 
be put at risk,” she said in a 
statement. “Now is the time 
for dialogue to resolve 
differences, not through 
confrontation.” Romanowski 
also called on demonstrators 
to “respect the institutions 
and property of the Iraqi 
government, which belong to 
and serve the Iraqi people 
and should be allowed to 
function”.

Iran closed its border with 
Iraq until further notice, 
while its embassy in Baghdad 
asked Iranians in the country 
not to travel to Baghdad, 
Kadhimiya or Samarra, state 
media reported.

The European Un ion  
expressed concern about the 
clashes in Baghdad and 
called on all parties to 
exercise utmost restraint and 
to remain calm.

“It is critical for all actors to 
avoid any actions that could 

lead to further violence,” the 
EU said in a statement.

“We reiterate that all laws 
must be respected and 
integrity of the institutions 
safeguarded. All parties 
should work towards de-
escalating tensions and 
engage in political dialogue 
within the constitutional 
framework, as the only means 
to resolve differences,” it 
added.

Turkey urged its citizens to 
avoid travelling to Baghdad 
and called for “inclusive 
dialogue” to resolve the 
ongoing crisis.

“Turkiye is concerned about 
the developments in brotherly 
Iraq,” the Turkish foreign 
ministry said in a statement.

“We hope that current 
political conflicts will be 
resolved peacefully and 
through inclusive dialogue, 
and the peace and well-being 
of the Iraqi people will be 
ensured,” it added.

Canada's Ambassador to 
Iraq Gregory Galligan said he 
is “deeply alarmed” by the 
violence across the country.

“This situation is very 
dangerous and could quickly 
spiral beyond control,” he said 
in a tweet. “Canada urges all 
parties to take steps to 
quickly de-escalate the 
s i t ua t i on  and  r e so l ve  
d i f f e r e n c e s  t h r o u g h  
negotiation for the benefit of 
all Iraqis.”

The UK's Charge d'Affaires 
in Iraq, James Downer, 
expressed concern over 

casualties, urging protesters 
to refrain from incursions into 
government buildings and 
security forces to respond in a 
proportionate manner.

“We call on all sides to 
prioritise dialogue in pursuit 
of a peaceful, legal and 
inclusive solution for the Iraqi 
people.

Supporters of Iraqi leader Moqtada al-Sadr protest at the 
Green Zone, Baghdad, August 29

Kenya election petition hearing begins
HE cited divisions among 

t h e  s e v e n  e l e c t o r a l  

SUPPORTERS of Muqtada al-
Sadr have started to leave the 
Green Zone area, after their 
leader told them to end 
protests.

A nationwide curfew, which 
went into effect on Monday at 
7pm local time (20:00 GMT), 
has also been lifted.

Muqtada al-Sadr, who 
announced his resignation 
from politics on Monday, 
directed some strong words to 
h i s  p owe r f u l  b a se  o f  
supporters, criticising their 
actions.

Al-Sadr's exit from politics 
prompted his supporters to 
storm the government palace 
in Baghdad's Green Zone on 
Monday, where clashes with 
rival pro-Iran Shia groups 
killed at least 30 people.

“I thank the security forces 
that took a neutral stance with 
all parties,” he said, adding 
that the pro-Iran Popular 
Mobilization party (PMF) that 
have integrated with the Iraqi 
security forces have nothing 
to do with what is happening

“Now I  c r i t i c i s e  the  
revolution of the Sadrist 
movement as I criticised the 

Iraq Sadr tells followers to 
leave green zone 

October revolution,” he said, 
referr ing to the anti-
government protests of 
2019.

Influential Shia leader 
Muqtada al-Sadr told his 
supporters to leave the 
capital's Green Zone, after 
violence rocked Baghdad for 
the past two days.

“The party is disciplined and 
obedient, and I was my hands 
of those who do not withdraw 
from parliament building 
within an hour,” he said in a 
televised speech.

Al-Sadr also apologised to 
the Iraqi people for the 
violence, which killed 30 
p e o p l e  a n d  w o u n d e d  
hundreds more.

“IT was non-stop, and it 
rained like I have never seen 
before in my life,” he said. 
Soon, his mud house started 
showing signs of damage, and 
part of his roof collapsed in 
different places.

“Some of my livestock died 
when the roof caved in. We 
were afraid that the whole 
house would fall down, and my 
entire family decided to seek 
refuge under trees.”

The 30-year-old recalled that 
the intensity of the rains, which 
the country's climate minister 
h a s  d u b b e d  “ m o n s t e r  
monsoons”, kept building and 
he could see water coming 
down from the mountains, 
gushing towards his village. 
Soon, the water reached his 
house and swept away at least 
seven of his cattle and 
subsequently submerged the 
entire village. His house is now 
a heap of rocks and debris.

For the last 18 days, Shehzad 
and his family have been living 
in the open on higher ground 
near the village, while having 
only one meal a day.

They are among the 33 
million people who have been 

Pakistan-'it rained like never before' 
adversely affected by the 
worst flooding in a decade. 
More than 1,000 people have 
died and a third of the country 
is under water due to the 
record monsoon rains in the 
past two and a half months.

All four provinces have been 
affected by the deluge but 
southern  prov inces  o f  
Balochistan and Sindh are 
particularly hard hit with large 
swaths of area marooned by 
the floodwaters.

Finance minister Miftah 

Ismail has estimated the 
damage at $10bn.

The flood has caused a 
collapse of communication 
infrastructure, as a vast 
network of roads and bridges 
has been damaged, cutting off 
access and making it difficult 
to reach stranded people.

Shehzad and his family are 
among those yet to receive 
state help.

“Since the day we lost our 
house, we have been sitting 

under open sky. It has 
continued to rain in our area 
non-stop till August 17, and 
after that it never stopped, but 
its intensity reduced,” he said.

While his family, including his 
brothers, have only had to 
endure the loss of their homes 
and livestock, some of his 
other relatives and neighbours 
were not so lucky.

“Nine members of the family 
of my relative died when the 
roof collapsed due to rain,” he 
said. “Another man drowned 
while trying to save his child. 
His body was found 150 
kilometres away from here,” he 
added. More than 300 children 
are among the dead.

Shehzad says that aid 
reached him only four days 
ago, when some volunteers 
provided some rations and 
tents.

“We are a family of 26 in 
total, with 13 children and 
seven women. The aid workers 
gave us only a few bags of 
ration and three tents,” he 
said, adding that many of the 
villagers still did not have any 
tents and they had no choice 
but to sleep in the open at the 
mercy of nature.

The government has enlisted 
the army as well as disaster 
management officials in rescue 
and aid operations but the 
scale of the disaster has 
overwhelmed them.

Shehzad, who is only able to 
power his phone using solar 
panels, often has to walk for 
nearly an hour to reach hills 
where he can get an internet 
signal to seek help from 
authorities.

“We cannot go to Taunsa 
[about 60km (37 miles) from 
his village] or any other town 
because there is no road on 
which we can travel. The rain 
has just stopped last night, so 
at least that is a little respite 
for us,” he said.

But now he has another 
worry to contend with.

“Disease breakout has 
started, and I am worried for 
my children,” he said. “We 
have no medicine. No help. I 
don't know what will I do if they 
fall sick.”

A man rests on a cot made with rope amid floodwaters 
in front of his damaged house in Jafarabad

NEARLY the entire Dutch 
rail network has been shut 
down as workers affected 
by soaring inflation and 
staff shortages are on strike 
to demand better pay and 
working conditions.

Staff at the railway 
company Nederlandes 
Spoorwegen (NS) stopped 
work for the day on Tuesday 
in the central Netherlands 
region that acts as a hub for 
nearly all train lines, halting 
trains across the country.

An exception was the line 
linking Amsterdam with the 
busy Schiphol airport that 
returned to service after a 
strike shut it down on 
Monday.

Utrecht Centraal station, 
the country's biggest rail 
hub and normally packed 
with travellers, was eerily 
deserted on Tuesday 

Train network shuts down in Netherlands over strike
morning.

Screens showing train 
timetables were lit up with 
the word “cancelled” in red 
letters and a stat ion 
announcer explained in 
Dutch and English that 
services were being hit by 
the strike.

NS said in a statement that 
international trains operated 
by Thalys and Eurostar were 
running again after being 
halted on Monday.

Schiphol said in a warning 
to travellers that NS had 
indicated that four trains an 
hour would run each way 
between the airport and the 
Dutch capital's central 
station.

Labour unions have called 
a series of strikes on the 
Dutch rail network after 
negotiations on a new 

collective labour agreement 
broke down.

commissioners and the 

commiss ion cha i rman 

Wafula Chebukati's failure 

to explain how he arrived at 

the final tally.
Mr Chebukati declared Mr 

Ruto as Kenya's president-

elect saying he garnered 

7.1m votes against Mr 

Odinga 6.9m votes.
The court, which held a 

preliminary hearing on 

Tuesday morning, has 

adjourned and will resume 

later in the afternoon to 

consider several issues 

raised by lawyers.
The case will proceed to 

f u l l  h e a r i n g  f r o m  

Wednesday.Kenyan’s election Tribunal

Iraqi forces facing demonstators
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HOWEVER,  as  Maxwel l  A .  
Cameron, Professor at the Centre for 
the Study of Democratic Institutions, 
University of British Columbia 
a r g u e s ,  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  
evolutionary advantage that 
humans have come from our ability 
to cooperate, not compete, because 
competition, by itself, has never 
been the foundation of a great 
society.

This train of thought was what 
occupied my mind recently as I read 
the series of propaganda and 
outright falsehood being bandied 
about by mostly supporters of the 
presidential candidates of the major 
political parties: the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) and the 
Labour Party (LP).

The fact that it is the first time we 
are seeing the emergence of a 
potent third force in our presidential 
elections since the return to 
democratic rule in 1999 has meant a 
triplication of the usual competitive 
tendencies of the electioneering 
campaigns.

More than most countries, the 
competitive Nigerian election 
experience has given evidence to the 
claim that “elections are war by 
other means,” an extension of the 
quote of Prussian General Carl 
Philipp Gottfried von Clausewitz 
(1780-1831), who believed that war 
is the “continuation of politics by 
other means” in his seminal work 'On 
War,' which became a standard 
textbook for the military leaders of 
the 19th and early 20th centuries.

From the election campaigns that 
followed the return of power to 
civilian control up until this historic 
t h r e e - w a y  p r e - c a m p a i g n  
propaganda, the country has 
witnessed a hotbed of political 
tensions, unbridled violence and a 
combination of misinformation and 
disinformation campaigns to sway 
the voter's thinking one way or 
another in much the same way as 
military generals do in the war 
theatre.

When former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo stated that the election 
that would determine his successor 
would be a 'do-or-die affair' in 2007, 
he was expressing the crudeness of 
this reality.

Obasanjo was insisting on the PDP 
retaining power in the 2007 general 
e lect ion and putt ing every 
machinery in government's control 
and beyond, to see that the party did 
and it was a success. There was 
violence and rigging in certain parts 
of the country as the PDP muscled its 
way to retain power at all costs.

If anything, it got even worse in 
2011 in the election cycle before the 
general election with Goodluck 
Jonathan on the PDP ticket and both 
Muhammadu Buhari and Nuhu 
Ribadu representing the opposition.

Despite that the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC), under Attahiru Jega's 
leadership, made efforts to 
introduce reforms, at least 800 
people were killed in three days of 
post-election violence, according to 
the Geneva-based Human Rights 
Watch. The pontificators who evoked 
t h a t  v i o l e n c e  b e g a n  w i t h  
propaganda during the campaigns.

In addition, even though Nigeria 
did not record a large number of 
deaths, following the 2015 elections 
that brought the incumbent to 
power, the weeks before then 

claimed the lives of 58 people, at 
least, killed across the nation during 
election-related violence between 
December 2014 and February 2015, 
according to the National Human 
Rights Commission.

This was considered a good 
outcome in the end, because the fear 
of a full-scale war was very real, with 
many families who had the means 
relocating abroad to avoid being 
caught up in the crossfire, especially 
after the vitriolic levels of hate 
campaigns that preceded the polls. 
Perhaps, the acceptance of the 
election results by Jonathan spared 
further bloodletting.

As we approach another election 
season, this dangerous warring by 
other means through the instrument 
of campaigns has started. That is 
why, as I witness pre-campaign 
shenanigans begin to sow seeds of 
division, distrust and even hate 
before the campaigns begin proper 
next month, I am considering it a 
duty to sound a strong note of 
warning.

Our natural tendencies to be 
competitive must be balanced by our 
collective responsibilities to ensure 
that the country that we call our own 
before the elections next year 
continues to exist during and after 
the results have been announced 
and a winner has emerged. The 
smoke of misinformation and 
disinformation typical to the 
propaganda of elections often points 
to the existence of an unwatched fire 
that has the potential to bring the 
house down to ashes if caution is 
thrown to the winds and our need for 
peace and coexistence is sacrificed 
on the altar of victory at all costs.

The attribution of the supporters of 
one candidate as card-carrying 

members of the Indigenous People of 
Biafra (IPOB), a national ist 
separatist group aimed at the 
restoration of the Republic of Biafra 
via a breakaway from Nigeria, is the 
exact type of political mudslinging 
that cannot but foster virulent 
outbursts and can go off the rails to 
result in actual violence against 
those on the other side of the divide.

There was enough vituperative 
back and forth going on online, with a 
popular newspaper columnist 
publishing an article that twisted the 
“Obidient” movement of the Labour 
Party presidential candidate with the 
title 'Obi-tuary” that the author 
became the target of real threats of 
violence and, at the very extreme, 
death. And, that is a path down the 
rabbit hole that is best avoided.

This warning is made more 
paramount because the main 
distinction in political propaganda 
today is not necessarily the content, 
but the audience that it targets. 
Political propaganda may now reach 
more people faster and much more 
easily than ever, partly due to the 
Internet and social media, as well as 
a media industry that is pushed by 
sensationalist reporting because it is 
profitable.

As we have experienced recently, 
some governments that frequently 
employ propaganda have taken over 
official and private media outlets, 
allowing them to disseminate their 
propaganda through these channels 
and give it a false air of legitimacy. 
Donald Trump, for instance, 
disseminated his propaganda via 
social media and the assistance of a 
small number of supportive media 
outlets, such as Fox News. However, 
the mainstream media did contribute 

by identifying and disseminating the 
false information. The act of 
spreading his messages, regardless 
of the circumstance, promotes their 
propagation even when it is done to 
elicit criticism.

Political propaganda, however, is 
more than just a means of deceiving 
people. Instilling mistrust by leaving 
people unsure of the facts is a crucial 
component of propaganda. In the 
long run, this will lead to people 
completely tuning out of political 
conversation since it will be too 
difficult to choose who to believe.

That was why the Ghanaian 
president's debunking of fake news 
attributed to him and emanating 
f r o m  t h e  p r e - c a m p a i g n  
disinformation cycle in Nigeria was a 
warning to everyone: the political 
parties, their fervent supporters and 
the general voting public.

President Nana Akufo-Addo took to 
Twitter to officially remove his name 
from claims on Facebook that he had 
asked Bola Tinubu (APC) to give 
Peter Obi (LP) a chance, while the 
APC leader sought treatment for his 
health, calling the claim “completely 
false and mischievous, with no iota of 
truth whatsoever in it.” This followed 
another prominent call out from the 
eminent Professor Wole Soyinka, 
who distanced himself from the 
political leanings of the National 
Association of Seadogs, popularly 
known as the Pyrates Confraternity, 
which he co-founded, and members 
of whom were seen in a viral video 
making fun of Tinubu's health.

These are just two examples of a 
growing wave of propaganda actions 
that are gaining in spread, but which 
those who know how they can go off 
the rails and degenerate into a 

l a w l e s s  f r e e - f o r - a l l  m u s t  
immediately call out and stand 
against.

National progress is based on our 
ability to empathise, solve social 
problems and make moral decisions.

As humans, we would not have 
evolved language, tools, art, or even 
war without our capacity to copy, 
cooperate,  learn f rom and 
comprehend one another, if we only 
competed and waged war. We must 
learn not to be driven to extremes.

Despite Obasanjo's declaration of 
the 2007 general election as a do-
or-die matter for his candidate and 
party, neither the retired General 
himself nor any of the other 
participants in the extreme verbal 
political campaigns died. Rather, it 
was a set of unidentified Nigerians 
that undoubtedly were sacrificed as 
a result of the tension, bloodshed, 
and fraud that surrounded the 
elections. Those who evoked 
violence during the 2011 campaign 
cycle also are still active in politics 
and may be seen on the streets 
today.

We must not let ourselves become 
victims of this cycle. As we support 
those whose manifestos and policies 
resonate with the type of country we 
want to belong to, it is our 
responsibility to practice high 
standards of political engagements 
without rancour or bitterness, argue 
policies, debate standards, disagree 
on principles and vote on convictions 
without sowing seeds of division, 
distrust and hate. We need to 
remain a country and our 
coexistence will be hinged on how 
we can navigate the campaigns in 
peace for the brighter tomorrow we 
seek.

Feature

Avoiding propaganda, violent election campaigns in Nigeria
The fact remains that competition is healthy because it improves, strengthens, and increases one's chances of 
success. This is widely acknowledged in business and politics. In the context of Charles Robert Darwin's “survival of 
the fittest” which contends that competition is not only beneficial but also natural, it carries an air of scientific validity. 
AUSTYN OGANNAH writes.
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From sun damage and allergic 
reactions to diet, clogged pores 
to pollution, the skin has several 
things to combat daily. There is 
nothing better than natural 
remedies to treat any skin 
blemish because they are 
natural, safe, and have no side 
effects. The best part you have 
the natural remedies right in your 
kitchen. They include:

Egg white
Egg white contains natural 

enzymes that help in lightening 
the skin. This protein rich 
superfood offers a variety of 
benefits for not just out bodily 
strength but also for our skin. 
Moreover, egg white is helpful 
in  heal ing wounds and 
blemishes.

 Aloe vera
Aloe vera is one ingredient 

that can heal all kinds of skin 
issues. It smoothens the skin 
and has anti-inflammatory 

properties which can soothe 
skin irritation, wounds, and 
blemishes. It also helps in 
increasing the production of 
collagen and elastin fiber.

 Turmeric
Turmeric has a number of skin 

benefits. Turmeric contains 
powerful compounds called 
curcuminoids, it has an active 
i n g r e d i e n t  k n o w n  a s  
curcumin. Curcumin is a 
known antioxidant with disease 

and cancer-fighting properties. 
Curcumin is also a natural anti-
inflammatory, which means it 
can help the body fight back 
against inflammation and 
blemishes.

 Green tea
There is no denying the fact 

that green tea is a healthy 
beverage choice. Green tea can 
do wonders for they contain 
plant-based compounds called 
'Catechins', that have antibiotic, 

a n t i - i n f l a m m a t o r y,  a n d  
antioxidant properties and that is 
why green tea can help to reduce 
all these kinds of blemishes.

When you have flaky, itchy, dry 
skin, you want fast relief. Easing 
your dry skin isn't just about what 
you put on it. It also depends on 
how you clean your skin, the air 
around you, and even your clothes. 

Try these tips to soothe your 
dry skin.

1. Warm Yes, Hot No.
A steamy shower feels good, but 

that hot water is not a good idea for 
your dry skin.

The problem is that hot showers 
strip your body of its natural oil 
barrier, and you need that barrier to 
help trap moisture and keep your 
skin smooth and moist.

So dial down the temperature and 
don't linger too long. Skin care 
experts recommend short, warm 
showers or baths that last no longer 
than 5 to 10 minutes. 

Afterward, gently pat dry and 
moisturize your body

 Cleanse Gently. 
Wash with a soapless cleanser 

when you shower. Gentle soaps that 

are free of fragrance are a great 
option. Products with deodorant or 
antibacterial additives can be 
harsh on skin.

You might also consider a 
cleanser that contains ceramides. 
Ceramides are fatty molecules that 
make up the outer barrier of your 
skin. They help skin hold in 
moisture. Some skin care products 
use synthetic ceramides to replace 
those we lose with age.

Go easy on toners, peels, and 
other astringents made with 
alcohol, which is drying. When you 
exfoliate, don't scrub too much or 
too hard. It can irritate and thicken 
skin.

 Shave Smartly.
Shaving can irritate dry skin. As 

you shave unwanted hair, you're 
also scraping off natural oils. 

The best time to shave is after 
you shower. Hairs are softer and 
more pliable after bathing, making 

shaving easier.
Always use a shaving cream or 

gel, and shave in the direction the 
hair is growing to protect your 
skin. 

Make sure the razor is sharp. A 
dull razor blade can cause 
additional irritation. Change your 
razor blades often. If you are using 
a blade you've used before, soak it 
in rubbing alcohol to clean it.

 Cover Up.
Sun damage is one of the main 

causes behind dry skin, wrinkles, 
and roughness. You can help 
prevent that damage by wearing a 
broad-spectrum SPF 30 sunscreen 
year-round and dressing right.

In cool weather,  be sure to dress 
in layers to prevent overheating 
and perspiring excessively; both 
can irritate the skin.

To prevent dry, chapped lips in 
winter, use a lip balm with SPF 15 
sunscreen, and cover your lips 
with a scarf or a hat with a mask.

In summer, wear light, loose, 
long-sleeved shirts when out in the 
sun, and wear a 2-inch wide-
brimmed hat to shade your neck, 
ears, and eyes.

.  Fol low the Rules of  
Moisturizing.

The simplest moisturizing 
products can soothe dry skin. 
Petroleum jelly makes a great 
moisturizer," .Or you can use 
mineral oil, a favorite cream, or 
lotion.

If you like a very rich moisturizer, 
look for one with shea butter, 
ceramides, stearic acid, or 
glycerin. "All are rich moisturizers 
that will help you replenish your 
skin barrier." Whichever product 

you choose, a consistent, smart 
moisturizing routine helps.
� Wash with a non-soap 

liquid cleanser, preferably 
one with ceramides to 
replenish the skin's outer 
layer. 

� Pat skin dry for less than 20 
seconds.

� Apply a thick moisturizer to 
slightly damp skin within 
minutes of bathing to trap 
in moisture.

� Moisturize your hands 
every time you wash them 
so that evaporating water 
doesn't draw even more 
moisture from your dry 
skin.

Finally, look for a cream with 
sunscreen of SPF 30 or higher to get 
the added benefit of sun protection. 
You can f ind mois tur iz ing 
sunscreens as ointments, creams, 
gels, even sprays.

 . Humidify in Winter.
Cold, dry air is a common cause of 

dry, irritated skin. Heating your 
house keeps you warm, but it also 
removes moisture from the air, 
which can make dry skin even more 
parched.

To replenish that missing moisture 
quickly and easily, use a humidifier 
in your bedroom. You can track 
humidity easily with an inexpensive 
hum id i t y  me te r,  c a l l e d  a  
hygrometer. Aim for indoor 
humidity of about 50%.

Give your dry skin moisture it craves
By WENDY C. FRIES  
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BEING a woman comes with a lot 
of societal pressures. One 
unconvent iona l  move and 
everyone will judge you. In fact, no 
matter what you do, society will 
always have something to say. 
Sometimes, because of your 
burning desire to please people, 
you will end up listening to them. 
No, you will only listen to them. 
You'd think you're not good 
enough, so you're willing to change 
for them. However, the truth is, if 
there's anything about yourself 
that you want to improve, you only 
have to do it for yourself.

Do you think you can still become 
better? Then, work on becoming a 
better woman- not to meet 
anybody else's standard but to 
meet your own definition of a 
better woman.  How? Get some 
helpful tips:

.  E m b r a c e  y o u r  o w n  
i m p e r f e c t i o n s .
The road to becoming a better 
woman starts with acceptance- 
that is, accepting yourself for who 
you are. Sure, the media will tell 
you to get fairer skin, look perfect, 
and have the perfect body, but 
know that you are your own 
woman. You are simply gorgeous. 
Your worth cannot be reduced by 
your fats, freckles, or cellulite. You 
may have a lot of imperfections, 
but you are truly smart and 
beautiful. Don't let anybody tell 
you otherwise.

. Be confident no matter 
w h a t .  
With all the expectations and 
standards set by society, it 
becomes more challenging to wear 
that invisible crown. However, 
don't lose sight of your goals. 
Know that you have so much 
potential in you. You can do 
anything if you put your heart into 
i t ,  so stay conf ident.  Be 
comfortable with your real self. 
Believe in yourself. One day, you 
will achieve those goals you have 
set for yourself.

.  K e e p  l e a r n i n g .  
You may be good at something you 
love doing, but remember that 
there are always opportunities for 
you to learn new things. Take the 
chance to improve yourself every 
day. Get out of your comfort zone. 
Try liking new things. Gain new 

skills. There's no such thing or 
work designed for men only. 
You're too powerful to let 
traditional gender roles stop you 
from learning and making it big 
out there.

. Take good care of yourself. 
Taking care of yourself doesn't 
mean conforming to what society 
expects you to look or act like- as 
a mother, a wife, a girlfriend, or a 
woman in general. Rather, taking 
care of yourself means making 

yourself your priority. Give time 
for yourself. Pamper yourself 
every once in a while. Get a new 
hairstyle or hair color. Get a 
massage. Dress comfortably.  
Choose your own fashion style. 
Put on make-up if you want to. 
Feel good about yourself.

. Know your heart's desire. 
For you to be a better woman, you 
have to know what you really 
want. What are your short-term 
and long-term goals? Do you 
want to be a full-time mom? Do 
you want to be a career woman? 
Do you want to travel the world? 
Do you want to stay single? 
Whatever path you would like to 
take is the right one for you. 
Never be afraid to be different and 
to want different things. Focus on 
what makes you happy, and take 
the necessary steps to achieve it.

.  S t a y  i n d e p e n d e n t .  
Wo m e n  m ay  h ave  b e e n  
conditioned to submit to men and 
serve them, but that is not the 
case anymore. Know that you 
y o u r s e l f  c a n  b e c o m e  
independent. You can always get 
yourself a partner, be happily 
committed to him, and do the 
things that you want- all at the 
same time. You are strong on 
your own. You're completely on 

your own, and your happiness 
does not only depend on your 
partner. So, be happy and 
independent.

. Don't hesitate to seek help.
Yes, you can be a strong and 
independent woman, but that 
doesn't mean you will handle all 
problems by yourself. There are 
those times that you'd feel weak, 
lonely, and terrible. You might get 
crushed, but it's all right to feel 
the pain. It's all right to cry and 
ask for help from other people. 
Allow your loved ones to help you 
in times of despair. That only 
shows how much you value and 

trust them, and that also means the 
world to them.

. Never be afraid to speak up. 
Yes, women might have been 
trained to please people and to 
always say yes, but they have 
fought long and hard to be where 
they are right now. Remember that 
your voice is always worthy to get 
heard. Your opinion matters. So, be 
more assertive. Learn to say no. 
Learn to demand what you truly 
deserve.

. Accept your mistakes and 
l e a r n  f r o m  t h e m .  
Because there's no perfect person, 
everyone can and will make 
mistakes. Did you make the wrong 
decisions? Did something horrible 
in your past relationship? Went 
over the line with your family or 
friends? Learn to be accountable 
for your own mistakes. Apologize. 
Move forward by taking all the 
lessons with you.  Make sure that 
you don't commit the same major 
mistakes again. You always have a 
chance to become a better person.

.  Be  a  good example .  
Being a good example doesn't 
mean any drinking, going out to 
parties, or wearing skimpy shorts 
and revealing clothes. Contrary to 
what society has instilled in you, 
you can do all of these things and 
still be a good example. Show how 
passionate you are doing your own 
craft. Prove to people that hard 
work pays off. Keep spreading 
kindness. Take pride in your own 
advocacies. Stand up for what you 
believe in. Be a good example in 
your own ways.

. Empower other women.
Instead of bringing other women 
down, be the first one to help 
e m p o w e r  t h e m .  Yo u  c a n  
understand each other's struggle, 
so why don't you be each other's 
strength instead? Motivate each 
other. Listen to their stories. Talk 
about your goals in life. Talk about 
the challenges you all can 
empathize with. Create a support 
group. Women have gone through 
so much already. All you can do is 
just be there for them.

Sometimes, it's too hard to seek 
self-improvement when what 
everyone seems to be doing is rule 
your own life. However, the truth is 
they can't if you will not let them. 
Becoming a better woman all starts 
with yourself. Keep the tips above 
in mind as you aim to be a better 
woman- not for the prejudiced 
society but for yourself. You rock, 
ladies.

Ways to be a better Woman for yourself
By  MARIE DADULA 
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My resignation 
is personal no one 
should disturb me 

about that 
“walahi”. Litigation

I will try my 
best as CJ of 

the Federation. To resign 
in Naija no be small thing 

(so help me God)
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THE origin of Sara-Suka 
is a group of young and 
notorious criminal gang 
known to be violent and 
acting under the influence 
of drugs and other vices 
operating in communities 
of Jos based on a strange 
culture traced to an 
ideology introduced by 
immigrants.
These are migrants from 

different parts of the north 
who now reside around 
Rikkos, Bulbula, Kwanan 
Shagari, Gangare and 
Febuna areas. These gang 
often carry out their 
negative activities  mostly 
at night where they 
u n l e a s h  t e r r o r  o n  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h o s e  
communities.
Even the ward heads of 

these communities have 
described the Sara-Suka 
as a violent youth group 
that have indulged in cult 
activities which comprises 
youth between ages 14 
and 30 years. They are 
believed to have started 
as a political support 
g r o u p  f u n d e d  b y  
prominent politicians in 
the state.
Activities of Sara-Suka 

are common within Jos 

c i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  
n e i g h b o u r i n g  
communities in which 
different gangs engaged 
i n  k i l l i n g s ,  a rmed  
robbery, kidnapping, 
reprisal attacks where 
they derived the name 
“ Y a n  S a r a - S u k a ”  
threating to take over the 
communities.
Many people have also 

associated the rise of 

s u c h  g r o u p  t o  
unemployment youth, 
restiveness and moral 
decadence in the present 
society which has been 
allowed to persist over the 
years and culminating into 
intimidation physical 
assault  which often 
involve other conflicts in 
the society.
Therefore, as a matter of 

concern I wish to appeal to 
t h e  P l a t e a u  S t a t e  
Government to please put 

adequate measures in 
place by making sure  
communities are provided 
with the needed security 
in order to reduce the 
level of crime in those 
areas which for quite 
some time has become a 
source of concern to both 
parents and other right 
thinking individuals in Jos 
North Local Government 
Area of the state.
The way forward is for 

these young boys to be 

identified and give  skill 
acquisition trainings and 
support in order to start 
some form of business 
and not in risk being 
potentials recruits for 
banditry and terrorism in 
a country that is trying to 
find a workable solution 
t o  i t s  i n s e c u r i t y  
nationwide. 

A b d u l l a z e e z  
Abubakar is IT student 
f r o m  F e d e r a l  
Polytechnic Bauchi
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Scrap metal business deserves
government’s support please

THOSE who engaged in scrap 
buying business see it as an 
occupation that can be turned 
into a money spinnar. Scrap 
metals in the local term is also 
called east. Here in Jos North 
the state capital, there are 
scrap dealers who are involved 
in the business of scrap metal 
buying especially anything 
from metals such as cast, 
copper, brass, aluminum and 
other scrap materials with 
branches all over the state.

The bussiness apart from 
providing reasonable earnings 
for both the young and old in 
the community is one form of 
business that has been able to 
take criminals off the streets 
especially those who desire to 
make genuine living out of 
their sweat and are prepared 
to hustle for their livelihood.

Let me therefore seize this 
opportunity to use the 
medium of THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD Newspaper to 
appeal to the Plateau State 
Government to take special 
interest in these young people 
who have become job creators 
and are contributing their 
quota through wealth creation 
thereby boosting the economy 
of the state.

Government can therefore 
support and provide financial 
input to them which in my 
opinion would help in curbing 
crime rate in the society as 
well as check the hazards of 
environmental pol lut ion 
associated with metal scrap 
t h a t  a r e  d u m p e d  
indiscriminately.

Mu'azu Adam Hudu is an 
IT student from Federal 
Polytechnic, Bauchi

WHEN two elephants fight, the grass suffers. This clearly 
describes the situation of Nigerian students that attend 
public universities. From time immemorial, ASUU and 
the federal government must always flex muscles 
before reaching an agreement. Unfortunately, in the 
process, those at the receiving end are the students 
whose time is wasted, plans disrupted, resources 
wasted. 

ASUU has been on strike for six months. It began its 
strike action on the 14th February 2022 and the strike is 
still ongoing. Its demands include the deployment of 
UTAS to replace IPPIS. And the implementation of the 
2009 renegotiated agreement which includes its 
members' condition of service.

IN their bid to proffer solution to the lingering crisis 
between ASUU and federal government, students of 
federal government universities in Nigeria are 
suggesting Public, Private Partnership (PPP). This is a 
situation where the private sector partners government 
to improve funding of government establishment for 
better and effective service delivery. However, the 
million dollar question is, will PPP guarantee 
uninterrupted educational calendar?

CONSIDERING  the  Federal  Government's  
uncompromising stance on the negotiation table 
anytime there is a misunderstanding with ASUU, it is 
best for universities to consider other alternatives to 
funding to make the pathway of education smooth. 

ONE of the arguments advanced by ASUU is the 
dilapidated structures that make up our higher 
institutions of learning. The narrative in Nigeria is 
dwindling funding, lack of facilities, poor and 
inadequate accommodation which PPP can definitely 
solve. 

HOWEVER what will that portend? It will mean university 
education will be beyond the reach of the poor man. If 
public universities will join the ranks of the private 
universities, then there is no respite for the poor who 
needs the education as much as the rich man to open 
doors of opportunities to him. 

AN idle man is the devil's workshop. If federal 
universities would become an exclusive reserve of the 
rich, there is no gain saying that criminality would 
increase, giving rise to insecurity. 

IT is very disappointing that till today, the giant of Africa 
is yet to meet United Nation's Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation's (UNESCO) standard of 26 
percent budgetary allocation for funding education. Our 
allocation still stands at ten percent. Unbelievable, that 
60 percent of funding for universities goes into 
recurrent expenditure. 

WE commend the efforts of Federal Government 
agencies like Education Trust Fund, Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN), and any financial institution that has 
been helping with infrastructural development of our 
tertiary institutions. Nigeria's case would have been 
worse off without such interventions. 

IT is wisdom to consider the suggestions by Nigerians to 
decentralise the universities and for these tertiary 
institutions to look for alternative ways of making 
money instead of waiting on the federal government.

IN line with student's suggestions, a reknown scholar, 
Professor Bashiru Ademola Raji some years back had 
suggested PPP where the collaboration should be in this 
form: the private sector carries out the role of the 
supplier of infrastructure of assets and services 
traditionally provided by government. This refers to a 
situation where companies, wealthy Nigerians take the 
weight off the government's shoulders to carry out 
some relevant projects that will add value to the lives of 
the students. 

A case in point is the construction of a fully equipped 
laboratory by Dr Olukoya, the General overseer of 
Mountain of Fire Miracle Ministry and donating it to 
Unilag.

AHMADU Bello University (ABU) Zaria had also enjoyed 
the benevolence of Abdul Samad Rabiu  of Africa 
Initiative who donated one billion Naira to the 
institution for the provision of accommodation as he did 
at the University of Ibadan. 

OUR tertiary institutions need such gestures to free them 
from the shackles of frustration without taking anything 
more from the students. Nigerians need to prioritise 
education and sacrifice for a worthy cause instead of 
indulging themselves.

GOVERNMENT on its part has to be responsive, 
responsible enough to do the needful for our 
educational institutes without being told. They should 
be mindful of the fact that education is the bedrock of a 
society. 

WE plead with ASUU to handle this affair with a human 
face. Let them bear in mind that the future of ordinary 
Nigerians is hanging in the balance.

Please take drastic 
measures on Sara-Suka

PERMIT me space in your 
daily newspaper to express 

my views on the state of Jenta 
Apata cult activities which is 
increasing daily in the area.

I want to express my 
grievances on the rate at 
which reports of robbery and 
kidnapping have been the 
order of the day in the 
community.

It is now a daily occurrence 
to find people attacked by  
cultists mostly at day time and 
night.

They have succeeded in 
making life very tensed and 
miserable for people in that 
environment.

These cultists disturb shops 
owners in the environment by 
breaking their shops at night. 
They attack individuals in 
their respective homes and 
rob them of their phones and 
other valuables.

It is impossible to send 
young boys and girls on an 
errand as they too can be 
victims of the attacks.

I wish to kindly appeal to the 

Plateau State Government 
and the Nigeria Police to 
intensify patrol around Jenta 
Apata ward in order to check 
the evil activities of these 
cultists terrorizing  the people 
and making residents to live 
in fear in their respective 
homes.

The police or the vigilante 
should also use their  
authority to identify the 
perpetrators so that such 
menace can be brought to an 
end and justice served as 
soon as possible.

 I wish to also appeal to the 
Plateau State Government to 
please hear the peoples cry 
and provide them with 
enough security to guard 
them and start daily patroi 
around Jenta Apata area day 
and night.

Phil ips  Emmanuella  
Yusuf is an IT student from 
Federa l  Po ly techn ic  
Bauchi. 

Jenta Apata cult activities on the increase daily

Is PPP the solution to 
Nigeria's university wahala?
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DEAR destiny friends, As fondly 
stated, change is the only thing that 
is constant in life. One of the best 
things that can happen to anyone is 
to continually improve himself. As a 
Human Capacity Coach, I cannot 
overemphasize the importance of 
p e r s o n a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
development. What most people 
don't know is that, before you 
succeed in business, you must 
succeed in your personal life. This is 
because people will believe in you 
before, they invest in your business.  
You may be wondering how this 
works. It's very easy. If you are 
teaching people how to get rich, they 
want to see you as a rich person. If 
you are teaching people about 
leadership and service to humanity, 
they would like to see you exhibiting 
such traits. Even in social media, 
celebrities normally have more 
followers than their business pages. 
That goes to tell you people will buy 
into you before they buy into your 
product.

You may be wondering what self-
development is. Self-development is 
basically adding value to yourself. 
This value can be by reading, 
learning a skill/trade, getting a 
degree, or improving yourself in an 
area of interest. In a nutshell, self-
development refers to doing better 
than you did yesterday. The best way 
to develop yourself is by competing 
with yourself as opposed to 

competing with other people. The 
hallmark of self-development is 
improving yourself by engaging in 
any productive activity than you did 
the previous day.

The benefit of self-development is 
priceless. It enhances your self-
worth, increases your value, and 
enhances your personal and 
professional outlook. I will share with 
you a personal experience. About a 
decade ago, I was a horrible writer, I 
used to have stage fright speaking in 
public and engaging people. Over 
time, I had mentors who were willing 
to groom me to be a great writer, 
public speaker, and awesome 
communicator, in addition to the fact 
that I was intentional in improving 
myself. The desire to improve my 
writing skill was the catalyst I needed 
to inspire myself. When I look back 
on my writing, speaking, and 
personal relationship skills, I do 
know a lot of transformation has 
taken place.

When you develop yourself, you are 
bound to develop self-confidence. 
Self-confidence has to do with what 
you know, how you do what you 
know and who you know. All these 
fuels your self-confidence. When it 
comes to attaining knowledge, the 
biggest danger is not knowing what 
you don't know. So, in order to 
improve yourself, you must engage 
in activities that can help you to 
improve yourself in the area you are 
lacking.

To develop yourself, the first point 
of call is the mind. You must be 
willing to change and leave 
whatever has made you fail. In 
order to do this, you must have a 
growth mindset which helps you to 
learn by thinking out of the box.

There's no end to learning. We'll 
continue to learn until we leave this 
sinful earth. The moment we stop to 
learn, we stop growing. It should be 
noted that you'll have to learn first 
before you earn. Learning comes in 
several stages; it can be online or 
in-person. One can even learn a 
language. In our contemporary 
society, learning a language has 
become an additional value to one's 
resume, especially when applying 
for certain international jobs.

You cannot overemphasize the 
importance of learning a skill. In 
this 21st century, we live in a skill 
and knowledge-based economy. 
Every progressive and rational 
being is expected to have little 
knowledge about technology to 
compete favorably in the global 
space. In any capacity you are 
working in, your ability to be 
technologically savvy will give you a 
winn ing edge among your  
contemporaries and competitors, 
especially the knowledge to 
reinvent.

Build on your strengths
Another good way of developing 

yourself is by focusing on your 

strength and working on your 
weakness. The irony of life is that 
most people focus on showing the 
world their weakness instead of 
their strength. The world don't care 
about your weakness, they want to 
know how they can engage with 
your strength. Hence, it is 
imperative that you maximize your 
strength and work on your 
weakness.

If you are serious about 
developing yourself, a critical area 
you need to pay attention to is your 
habit. Habits play a big role in the 
development of any individual. For 
instance, if you are a consummate 
alcoholic drinker, it will be difficult 
for serious-minded people to take 
you serious. If you are determined 
to achieve a set target, you are 
generally expected to wake early, 
and sleep late. And if you want to 
improve your physique, you are 
expected to go to the gym on a 
regular basis and work on your diet.

Another area that can inspire you 
to develop yourself is to write a note 
or letter to your future self on what 
you would like to be in the near 
future. Place this note on your bed 
or at a conspicuous area you can 
see it every day when you wake, 
and before you sleep. Do yourself a 
favour and recite the note to 
yourself. Trust me, if you do this for 
a substantial period of time, you'll 
subconsciously be inspired to work 
on it.

Feedback
The final, but not the least, point 

in developing yourself is by 
requesting feedback from friends, 
associates, colleagues, mentors' 
family members, and from the 
general public on how you can 
improve. Sometimes, constructive 
feedback helps us to improve our 
product and personality. If you are a 
writer, actor, leader, artist, etc., 
always endeavor to ask for 
feedback from people to know how 
you can improve. Trust me, if you do 
this, you will be surprised to see the 
kind of feedback you will get from 
people, who ordinarily might not be 
open to reaching out to you.

In conclusion, make a conscious 
effort to add value to your life or 
business by developing yourself 
because people will buy into you 
first before they buy into your 
product. When is the time to 
develop yourself? Now!

Henry Ukazu writes from New 
York. He's a Human Capacity & 
mindset coach. He's also a 
public speaker, youth advocate 
and creative writer. He works 
with the New York City 
Department of Correction as the 
Legal Coordinator. He's the 
author of the acclaimed book 
D e s i g n  Y o u r  D e s t i n y  –  
Actualizing Your Birthright To 
Success and President of 
gloemi.com. He can be reached 
via info@gloemi.com.

IN the just-concluded celebration of the 
Civil Service Week, marked globally, the 
Federal Government expounded its quest to 
reposition the service with the unveiling of a 
Culture Change Video.

During the week-long celebration, the 
Federal Civil Service Strategy and 
Implementation Plan (FCSSIP) from 2021 to 
2025, was also inaugurated.

The pilot phase of the Federal Civil Service 
Bus Scheme and the ground breaking 
ceremony for the Federal Integrated Staff 
Housing (FISH), award of the outstanding 
civil servants in MDAs, among others, were 
the high points of the event.

The theme of the 2022 Civil Service Week is 
“Performance Management System, (PMS): 
Impact on Productivity.''

The Head of Civil Service of the Federation, 
Dr Folasade Yemi-Esan, at her assumption of 
office, introduced several reforms to 
reposition the civil service for improved 
efficiency and professionalism.

Yemi-Esan said that the Federal 
Government underscored the need to 
introduce the FCSSIP 2021 to 2025, initiated 
by the office of the Head of the Civil Service of 
the Federation (HOCSF).

She said the FCSSIP was designed to 
reengineer the Federal Public Service for 
increased productivity and quality service 
delivery.

According to her, the scheme is also aimed 
at addressing some critical issues in the 
Federal Civil Service, focusing on capacity 
bui lding and talents management, 
performance management system, IPPIS 
and human resource management, 
innovation, digitisation and staff welfare.

“The Federal Government, however, 
through the office of the HOCSF, has recorded 
some of the achievements in its quest to turn 
the civil service to an Efficient, Productive, 
Incorruptible and Citizen-centred, (EPIC) 
world class service.

“This was achieved through some 
innovative and proactive programmes and 
policies under the flagship programme of 
FCSSIP,'' she said.

Yemi-Esan said, the commemoration of civil 

service week provided a platform for African 
nations and Nigeria in particular to recognise 
the value and virtue of service to the 
community. 

The celebration, according to Yemi-Esan, 
will provide opportunity to highlight and share 
best practices on how to reposition the service 
for enhanced performance.

She explained that the theme for 2022 
celebration was adopted as an innovative way 
of not only getting more work done efficiently 
and effectively, but also ensure objective way 
of measuring performance of individual civil 
servant across board.

“This is why far-reaching efforts are being 
made in the Nigeria Civil Service to replace 
the subjective Annual Performance Evaluation 
Report, (APER) with PMS.

“Hence, the choice of the theme is informed 
by the need for us to highlight the importance 
of PMS and galvanise action towards its 
emplacement in the service.”

President Muhammadu Buhari who also 
spoke at the event, said he was delighted to 
celebrate Nigerian civil servants at the 
occasion of civil service week, not only to 
symbolically commemorate the day.

He expressed delight about the ongoing 
efforts to return the civil service to its pride of 
place in delivering efficient and effective 
services to the nation.

Buhari described the present crop of 
Nigeria's civil servants as engine room of 
government and commended them for 
partnering the government in driving the 
implementation of its programmes, in spite of 
difficult economic situation.

“I want to specially appreciate your 
commitment and dedication during the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, during which your 
professionalism contributed significantly to 
contain the spread of the virus to the wonder 
of the global community.”

Speaking on the significant of the FCSSIP 
initiative, Buhari explained that the initiative 
was approved by the Federal Executive 
Council in 2021, with the aim of transforming 
the nation's civil service into a world class 
service for accelerated development.

“The Culture Change Video will go a long 
way to reinforcing some of the competencies 
required for improved service delivery and it 

is a tool for sensitising the civil servants on 
the required attributes.

“The FCSSIP 2021 to 2025, which I am 
also going to launch today, contains the 
initiatives for transforming the civil service 
into a world class service for accelerated 
development.”

According to him, the theme “Performance 
Management System (PMS): Impact on 
Productivity,'' is focused on a self-
introspection of how the means of assessing 
what the civil servant “does on a daily basis'' 
and would affect the generality of the public 
service and by extension, Nigerians.

The president, nevertheless, assured the 
civil servants of his administration's 
commitment to improve the civil service.

“Accordingly, I have set up the Presidential 
Committee on Salaries to harmonise 
salaries service-wide. “It is my hope that the 
outcome of the committee's work will 
provide the impetus for an upward review of 
the salaries of deserving civil servants, 
having recently increased the Duty Tour 
Allowance of all civil servants as a starting 
point.”

Some stakeholders have hailed the 
planned reposition of the civil service, 
saying it was long overdue. They attributed 
the poor state of the civil service to years of 
poor remuneration.

They said that the civil service reform was 
necessary, as it would improve efficiency, 
effectiveness, professionalism and 
democratic character of the civil service.

A civil servant, Mr Emmanuel Usoh, 
commended the Federal Government for its 
innovative projects and reformation 
programmes, but called for urgent 
harmonisation of salaries and emoluments 
of all government agencies.

Usoh also appealed to the government to 
create conducive working environment for 
public workers.

“Yes, it is true that the present 
government through the introduction of 
reform programmes wants to strengthen 
the civil service. “But my worry is that for 
how long shall we continue to work with out 
dated equipment in our offices?

“Some of us cannot boast of computer sets 
in our offices, let alone comfortable office 

spaces. ”
Another civil servant, Mrs Margaret 

Benson, also appealed to the Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t  t o  f a s t - t r a c k  t h e  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a l a r y  
harmonisation, adding that many civil 
servants are feeling disillusioned working in 
the system.

“With workers in organisations such as 
NNPC, CBN, NDIC among others, receiving 
better packages than the rest of us, how can 
we cope with the present high cost of living?

“It is discouraging seeing someone you are 
on the same level, the same academic 
qualification, but he is earning more than 
you, are we not working for the same 
government?

“I will appeal, as we are made to 
understand that the FCSSIP contents will 
also affect staff welfare, let government do 
something about this harmonisation to 
boost the morale of other civil servants,” 
Benson said.

Dr Boboye Oyeyemi, the Corps Marshal, 
Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC), who 
spoke, described PMS as a 'pace-setting 
system' that distinguishes serious and 
forward-looking organisations aspiring to 
reach the pinnacle in a 21st century 
competitive world.

According to Oyeyemi, who was a guest 
lecturer, PMS clearly articulates the vision, 
goals and objectives of an organisation and 
stipulates ways of achieving them via 
strategic focus, without undermining 
human resource capacity as key variable to 
their realisation.

Using the FRSC as a case study, he listed 
planning, monitoring, development and 
improvement, periodic rating, feedback 
mechanism and continuous improvement as 
key e lements  to  the  success fu l  
implementation of PMS.

Commending the head of service for 
taking a bold step in the implementation of 
PMS, Oyeyemi viewed it as a right step in the 
right direction towards enhancing 
productivity.

In all, the strategic plan by the Federal 
Government is to reform and reposition the 
age-long institution for better service 
delivery to Nigerians. (NANFeature)

By HENRY UKAZU 

By JULIUS TOBA-JEGEDE 

Time to develop yourself is now
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A man named Donald 
Sebastian, an indigene of 
A d a m a w a  S t a t e ,  h a s  
a b a n d o n e d  a  g i r l  h e  
impregnated by name Asabe 
Sawalda, at the Bingham 
University Teaching Hospital 
Jos, Plateau State for over 
t h r e e  m o n t h s  n o w  
accumulat ing huge bi l l  
without any move or intention 
to settle the hospital bill.

 The girl who is an 
Internat iona l  Re lat ions  
Studies student of the Federal 
Polytechnic Adamawa said, 
she was dating Sebastian 
while still in school and the 
relationship was  without any 
problem until she became 
pregnant for him.

 She narrated her ordeal 
saying, "when I told him about 
the new development, he 
responded harshly and said he 
has nothing to do with that 
and he revealed that he was 
already married and cannot 

take double responsibilities. 
After facing pressure, he now 
asked me to come and stay 
with his people in Jos.

  "Ever since then, nothing 
has been given to me for my 
upkeep. Sometime, I go to bed 
without food. I sometimes get 
food through the good will of 
my neighbours. When his 
brothers put pressure on him, 
he send two thousand Naira 
(#2,000) only which could not 
take me two to three days.

  "So, when I went into 
labour, he refused to show up 
and I was left between life and 
death because there was 
nobody to help. I am an 
orphan and only have my 
siblings who are not here in 
Jos to help me. I was left 
struggling in labour for three 
day before I was rushed by 
neighbours to Bingham 
University Teaching Hospital", 

Asabe narrated.
 According to her, the father 

of her baby girl is currently a 
Lecturer at Nasarawa State 
Polytechnic and undergoing 
his Masters Degree in one of 
the tertiary Institutions in 
Nasarawa State.

 All efforts to reach Mr. 
Donald Sebastian by the 
management of the teaching 
hospital proved abortive as he 
was said not to be picking calls 
these days.

 "He had told some of his 
brothers who live in the same 
compound with me that, they 
should forget about her, even 
if it means throwing her out of 
the hospital or whatsoever 
they so wish with her, it was 
none of his business because 
as far as he was concerned, 
there was nothing between 
them.

THE Police Special Fraud 
Unit has arraigned oil 
marketer, Emmanuel Morah, 
recently pardoned by the 
Federal Government before 
the Federal High Court, 
Lagos, for the charges of 
obtaining N24 million and 
issuance of dud cheques.

Morah, whose companies 
are Rocky Nigeria Limited, 
Rocky oil Limited and Rocky 
Energy Limited, was among 
the convicts recently granted 
amnesty by the Federal 
Government (FG) on health 
grounds, but is yet to be 
released from the custody of 
the Nigeria Correctional 
Services (NCS).

T h e  m a r k e t e r  w a s  
convicted and sentenced to 
five years in prison by the 
High Court of Lagos State in 
Ikeja, on January 26, 2018, 
on fuel subsidy fraud, 
amount ing to  N789.6 
million.

But he has appealed his 
conviction and subsequent 

sentencing, which was 
thrown out on October 26, 
2018, by Justice Shagbaore 
Ikyegh, who led a panel of 
three Justice of appeal in 
Igbosere, Lagos.

However; he was granted 
amnesty by President 
MuhammaduBuhari in 2022.

Morah is facing trial for 
allegedly obtaining N24 
million from one Alhaji 
Kayode  Kasumu,  the  
Chairman/Chief Executive 
Officer of beauty and 
fragrance International 
Limited, under a false 
representation that he will 

use the money to complete 
property at No. 10 Adeola 
Odeku Street, Victoria Island, 
Lagos, within two months.

The defendant was alleged 
to have issued a cheque 
dated October 2, 2016, with a 
monetary value of N10 
million, with the account 
name, Rocky Energy Limited, 
in favour beauty and 
Fragrance International 
L i m i t e d ,  w h i c h  u p o n  
presentation for payment 
was rejected and dishonored 
on grounds of insufficient 
funds in the account.

Man abandons mother 
baby at Hospital 

By  EZEKIEL DONTINNA

From 
JIDUANA YANUNG, 

Abuja

UNICEF and IHS Nigeria 
partner to expand access to 
oxygen for pneumonia and 
Covid-19 patients. UNICEF 
and IHS Nigeria, a subsidiary 
of IHS Towers, announced an 
18-month partnership to help 
strengthen oxygen supply in 
hospitals for the treatment of 
pneumonia, Covid-19 and 
other hypoxemia disorders, 
particularly in newborn 
babies and pregnant women. 

This partnership aims to 
further support the Federal 
Ministry of Health in meeting 
demands for effective oxygen 
therapy in Nigeria. IHS 
Nigeria has been a UNICEF 
partner since 2019. Under 
this new collaboration, 
oxygen plants will be installed 
in health facilities and 
incorporated into state-
specific oxygen resilience 
plans, including training 
healthcare workers on the 
safe administrat ion of 
oxygen. 

The partnership covers 
Ogun, Oyo, Kano, Bauchi, 
Kaduna, Ebonyi, Cross 
Rivers, and Rivers states. 
Oxygen is a life-saving 
medical gas used to treat 
respiratory illnesses and 
support various healthcare 
p r o v i s i o n s  s u c h  a s  
emergency obstetric care, 
surgery, and anaesthesia. It 
is critical to improving health 
outcomes and reducing 
mortality due to pneumonia 
by 35%, yet ,  se ldom 
a v a i l a b l e  a n d  o f t e n  
expensive. 

In Nigeria, over 120,000 
children die each year due to 
hypoxemia. “With limited 
access to supplemental 
oxygen, the line between life 
and death is blurred for 
critically ill patients with 
pneumonia and severe 
Covid-19 symptoms. This 
situation is, unfortunately, 
the reality for many,” said 
Peter Hawkins, UNICEF 
Nigeria Representative. “At 
UNICEF, we value our strong 
partnership with IHS Nigeria. 
It is only through joint efforts 
and the support of trusted 
partners like IHS Nigeria that 
we can deliver robust 

healthcare and advance others 
stainable development goals 
to all Nigerians,'' said Peter 
Hawkins. 

Mohamad Darwish, CEO IHS 
Nigeria, said, “We are 
delighted to be contributing 
further to the provision of 
healthcare in Nigeria. When 
we read about the number of 

deaths in Nigeria that could be 
avoided by making oxygen 
available, such projects 
become a must-do rather 
than an option. 

By working collaboratively, 
we believe we can help 
improve the health and well-
being of our communities and 
thereby express a very small 

token of appreciation to our 
beloved country and the 
communities that host us. 

We also hope this partnership 
will encourage others in the 
private sector to contribute to 
the delivery of vital healthcare 
for women and children across 
Nigeria”.

UNICEF, IHS partner to expand access to oxygen

Police arraigs oil marketer

THE death toll from the 
floods in Jigawa has risen to 51 
as residents continue to 
recover from the havoc 
wreaked by the menace.

This was disclosed to 
Channels Televis ion on 
Tuesday by the Executive 
Secretary of the Jigawa State 
Emergency Management 
Agency, SEMA, Sani Yusuf.

According to him, about 
2,051 people have been 
displaced in Karnaya village in 
Dutse, the state capital.

“The state government is 
planning to relocate 404 
mothers with their children 
numbering about 1,334 to the 
Warwade Internally Displaced 
Camp, while the 313 men will 

continue to live at the primary 
school in the village until the 
flood subsides,” Sani said.

He stated that the state 
government has forwarded a 
repor t  to  the  Federa l  
Government seeking support 
in the management of the 
disaster.

“We have forwarded a report 
to the federal government 
because this problem is 
beyond our capacity.

“ W e  n e e d  s e r i o u s  
intervention. As I'm talking to 
you now more towns are 
becoming  f l ooded  and  
mu l t i p l e  b r i dges  have  
completely collapsed. Drivers 
should be very careful while 
driving,” he added.

Jigawa flood: Death 
toll rises to 51

THE Inspector-General of 
Police, Usman Alkali, has 
ordered various commands 
across the country to  
commence prosecution of 
individuals who assault its 
personnel.

A statement by the force 
spokespe r son ,  Muy iwa  
Adejobi, revealed that the IGP 
said an attack on his officers is 
an affront to the rule of law.

His directive comes barely a 
week after a video on social 
media where a police officer 
was molested by a civilian 
went viral.

In the video, the civilian was 
seen holding and dragging the 
armed officer whom he said 
drove against traffic in Lagos.

Nigerians came out to 
condemn the act on Twitter 
and Facebook.

In the new directive, the IGP 
said any further affront would 

5 Attacks on police personnel 
unacceptable – IGP

not be tolerated as the lives of 
its personnel were important.

“The IGP warned that 
attacks on police officers and 
men in the line of duty would 
no longer be tolerated under 
whatever guise, as the Force 
holds the lives of its personnel 
sacrosanct.

“Consequently, the IGP has 
directed all Police Commands 
and Formations to ensure that 
individuals who engage in an 
assault on police officers, 
irrespective of preceding 
factors, are made to face the 
full wrath of the law via swift 
prosecution in courts of 
competent jurisdiction,” the 
statement said.

He urged Nigerians to 
respect the police and other 
law enforcement agencies to 
enable them to carry out their 
mandate.

IGP Alkali

PANKSHIN LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL

The Ecological Fund Management Committee (E.F.M.C) of 
Pankshin Local Government Council hereby invites 
suitably qualified consultant to carry out reconnaissance 
and Geo-Technical survey on ecological sites in Pankshin 
Local Government Area.

The applicant must possess the following;
- CAC Certificate
- Evidence of pension contribution
- I.T.F certificate of compliance
- Tax clearance certificate (FIRS/PSIRS)
- Evidence of registration as contractor with Pankshin 

LGC
- Payment of Tender registration fee
- Any other additional requirements

Application should be addressed to the Chairman, 
Ecological Fund Management Committee Pankshin Local 
Government Council.

Please note that submission of application is within two 
weeks from the date of this advertisement.

Signed:
 Hadiza Audu 

Secretary E.F.M.C 
Pankshin LGC

ECOLOGICAL FUND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
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PLATEAU State would soon 
benefit from twelve additional 
small and medium scale 
enterprise intended to further 
entrench comprehensive 
opportunities for socio-
economic development for 
sustainable growth and self-
reliance of the citizens.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
Commerce and Industry, 
Plateau State, Idris Gambo 
who disclosed this during this 
year's 2022 International Day 
of Cooperatives further noted 
that the modules operandi of 
t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  
programmes would fit into the 
state better considering the 
zeal indicated by cooperative 
members in the state.

He further disclosed that 
Plateau State has been a 
pace-setter particularly in the 
areas of its economic reforms 
agencies and empowerment 
programmes in likes of 
PLASMIDA and SMIDAN which 
have continued to influence 
vulnerable citizens of the state 
to attain greatness in their 
l ives in its anticipated 
investments.

In his remarks, the Head of 
Service, Plateau State, Engr. 
Sunday Hyat reaffirmed that 
cooperative societies have 
greatly helped towards 
empowering contributors 
towards achieving their 
dreams.

Represented by Mr. Dennis 
Lamu, the Head of Service 
disclosed that the state 
government has so far 
remitted deducted funds for 
cooperatives up to the month 
of May 2022 and urged other 
leaders of such societies 
having issues to channel them 
to the ministry for immediate 
resolution of the matter.

“I will to inform this 
gathering that funds have 
been remitted to the month of 
May and we are urging some 
of those who are facing such 
problems to ensure that they 
bring their documents to the 
ministry for the issue to be 
resolved and their remitted 
funds be released.” He added.

He encouraged civil servants 
to ensure that they belong to 
c o o p e r a t i v e  s o c i e t i e s  
considering its benefits to 
contributors in most recent 
times in the state adding that 

News

“We cannot afford to live a 
c o m f o r t a b l e  l i f e  a n d  
accomplish our dreams 
without becoming members of 
these societies considering its 
possible contribution to our 
e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d  
survival.”

In her welcome address, the 
President of Plateau State 
Cooperative Federation Ltd, 
M r s .  H a n n a t u M e r s h a k  
disclosed that the emergence 
of cooperative societies in the 
state have helped in no small 
measure towards adding value 
to the lives of the contributors. 

She noted that in the past 
few years, many civil servants 
on the Plateau have benefitted 
a lot in terms of transforming 
their lives for the better as no 
civil servant would restrict 
themse lves  f rom such  
opportunities inherent in the 
societies.

Mrs. Mershak however 
explained that despite some of 
these achievements, the 
cooperative societies on the 
Plateau have in most recent 
times been affected by lack of 
remittance as and when due 
which has not be that 
palatable for members in the 
state. 

She  urged the  s ta te  
government to continue 
suppor t ing  cooperat ive  
societies which are life lines of 
most civil servants in the state 
adding that “if the government 

continue to support our 
societies, most civil servants 
on the Plateau would begin to 
liberate themselves from the 
shackles of abject poverty and 
want.”

In a vote of thanks, the Vice 
President of PLASCOFED, 
Dan ie l   PamDangwong  
appreciated all who supported 
the PLASCOFED achieve this 
great feat in the state noting 
that “ we are all grateful over 
unfolding developments in the 
state as regards our societies.”                  
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Governor Muhammad Inuwa 
Yahaya of Gombe State has 
called for total loyalty and 
dedication job from the twelve 
newly sworn-in Permanent 
Secretaries and two Special 
Advisers.

The Governor drew the 
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  n ew  
appointees to the fact that the 
Head of the Civil Service in the 
State will apprise him of their 
performance through periodic 
evaluation reports.

The swearing-in ceremony 
which was well attended by 
relatives and well wishers, 
Monday afternoon at the 
b a n q u e t  h a l l  o f  t h e  
Government House, Governor 
Inuwa also called on them to 
be guided by their oath of 
office as well as the civil 
service rules and regulations 
adding, "as accounting 
officers, you must guard and 
prudently use public funds 
entrusted to you".

The Governor regretted that 
in the past, Permanent 
Secretaries were appointed 
haphazardly and in some 
instances, such appointments 
were doled out as parting gifts 
to retiring and retired officers 
s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  h i s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w a s  
determined to depart from 
such.

In his words, "appointment 
letters were scandalously 
backdated. And this was done 
with no consideration to the 
financial implications of such 
actions". 

"In addition, it promotes 
t r a n s p a r e n c y,  e q u i t y,  

accountability, as well as 
inclusiveness. Each and every 
Local Government now has at 
l e a s t  t w o  P e r m a n e n t  
Secretaries in the state 
service.

He congratulated the new 
Pe rmanen t  Sec re ta r i e s  
saying, "You passed through a 
strenuous process including 
well-organized preparatory 
capacity building workshop, 
written and oral examinations 
and were adjudged the best of 
the lot. 

"I charge you to work 
closely and harmoniously 
with your Commissioners 
and other Principal Officers 
of the government in order to 
achieve our objectives", he 
emphasized.

In a vote of thanks on 
behalf of the new Perm Secs, 
Mohammed Kolo Bajoga, 
thanked the Governor for the 
opportunity given them to 
serve the State promising to 
deliver by being committed 
a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  
administration so that the 
masses will enjoy the 
dividends of democracy.

From WILLIE ATTAH, 
Gombe

From WILLIE ATTAH, 
Gombe

Plateau cooperators stand 
to benefit more - Idris 

I will accept nothing less
 than your loyalty - Inuwa

BY BULUS GAMBO

An NGO known as Women 
Development Association for 
Self-Sustenance (WODAS) 
has appealed to the Bauchi 
State government to review 
its budget to adequately 
reflect prevention strategies 
for infectious diseases such as 
cholera, lassa fever and 
Covid-19.

The government is equally 
tasked to ensure that 
allocated funds are timely 
released and adequately 
implemented to reduce over 
dependence  on  donor  
agenc ies ,  as  we l l  a s  
domesticate National WASH 
Covid-19 guidelines with the 
involvement of the State Task 
Force on Covid-19

These pleas were made by 

the Women Development 
Assoc ia t i on  fo r  Se l f-
Sustenance (WODAS) which 
also called on governments 
at all levels to promote and 
prioritize disease prevention 
through adequate and 
equitable access to water, 
sanitation and hygiene 
services.

WODAS, in a press briefing 
in Bauchi Tuesday said that 
to curtail the spread of Covid-
19 as new variants continued 
to emerge, there must also 
be a focus by the state 
government on hygiene 
b a h a v i o u r  c h a n g e  
intervention, complemented 

by a drive to boost uptake of 
vaccines.

The  as soc i a t i on ,  i n  
partnership with Water Aid 
Nigeria, also spoke of the 
n e e d  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  
government to put in place 
measu re s ,  e spec i a l l y  
infrastructure to ensure that 
people were able to practice 
and sustain good hygiene 
behaviors, while describing 
WASH  a s  c r i t i ca l  i n  
maintaining the dignity of 
human life and keeping 
communities healthy and 
productive.

According to the program, 
the Bauchi state government 
must take urgent action in 
implementing the key 
recommendations proposed 
to strengthen its water, 
sanitation and hygiene 
service delivery system in 
collaboration with relevant 
sectors and stakeholders.

The program officer, Ezekiel 
Sukumum, similarly stressed 
the need for the state and 
local governments to widen 
the scope of hygiene 
behavior change campaign 
to include education focusing 
on key behaviors such as 
respiratory hygiene, hand 
washing, safe excreta 
disposal, and water storage, 
among others.

Sukumum also want the 
two tiers of governments 
ensure routine sustainable 
water, sanitation and hygiene 
interventions are provided in 
communities and LGAs with 
poor access, especially those 
with endemic trends, and 
facilities in schools, health 
centers and public places to 
support inclusive access to 
WASH for all.

In the press briefing 

t h emed ,  “ Imp rov i ng  
Response to Covid-19 and 
Other Infectious Diseases in 
Bauchi state”, he also called 
for Scale-up Water Aid's 
Clean Family Campaign to 
all local government areas 
across the state to ensure 
personal and environmental 
hygiene are at the core of 
immediate response plans, 
a n d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  
government's declaration to 
end open defecation by 
2025”.

The association also spoke 
of the need for the 
governments to work with 
the State Ministry of Health, 
the Primary Healthcare 
Development Agency,  
traditional and religious 
leaders to promote Covid-
19 vaccine uptake to curb 
the spread of the pandemic.

Mr. Ezekiel on the other 
hand wants the state and 
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  
domesticate the National 
WASH Covid-19 guidelines 
with the involvement of the 
Bauchi state Task Force on 
Covid-19, while reviewing 
the state budget  to  
a d e q u a t e l y  r e f l e c t  
prevention strategies for 
infectious diseases such as 
cholera, lassa fever and 
Covid-19.

Ezekiel recalled with 
dismay that last year, 2, 874 
state residents were 
hospitalized as a result of 
frequent cholera outbreaks, 
with 42 deaths recorded, 
out of which, Bauchi Local 
Government Area hosting 
the state capital has the 
h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  o f  
causalities with 77 percent 
of the cases, representing 
2, 185 people. 

From ABBAS GUNGURA,
 Bauchi

Yahaya

Mershak

SHEHU of Borno, Alhaji 

Abubakar Ibn Umar Garbai, 

Minister of Communication 

a n d  D i g i t a l  E c o n o my,  

Professor Isah Ali Ibrahim 

Pantami, were among other 

dignitaries that called on 

Muslims in Kaltungo, Gombe 

S t a t e ,  t o  u s e  t h e  

reconstructed Central Mosque 

to preach peace and unity of 

the people.
They made the call at the 

c ommi s s i o n i ng  o f  t h e  

reconstructed Ka l tungo 

central Mosque built by the 

community at the cost of 

N269m.
Professor Ibrahim Pantami, 

who was the guest speaker at 

the occasion said
Mosque is an important 

institution in Islam which 

serves several social functions 

adding that history records 

the first Mosque built in the 

World served as a school and 

other purposes such as 

counseling, teaching morals, 

skills among others.
He also stated that history 

has it that the Mosque gave 

birth to some of the earliest 

universities in the world 

beginning in Morocco and 

Egypt.
He therefore called on 

Muslims to ensure that the 

Mosque is not just used for 

their five daily prayers alone 

but it should serve as a 

fountain of knowledge where 

people acquire skills, morals, 

get enlightened, justice and 

general knowledge.
He therefore called on the 

custodians of the mosque and 

the community to explore 

other functions for maximum 

benefit. 
Commissioning the edifice, 

the Shehu of Borno who was 

the Special Guest of Honour, 

called on the people to use the 

Mosque to preach peace and 

unity among the people as well 

as respect for constituted 

authorities.
He commended Governor 

Inuwa Yahaya for creating an 

enabling environment for the 

Mosque to be built and prayed 

for blessings, peace, love and 

unity among the people.

In his address, Chairman of 

the occasion and Gombe State 

Governor, Alhaji Muhammad 

Inuwa Yahaya,congratulated 

Kaltungo community for 

getting a new central mosque 

with all the needed facilities, 

describing the event as 

historic. 
He called on the community 

to make good use of the newly 

built place of worship adding, 

"the Masjid is not only a place 

of worship; it is an educational 

centre, a place to dispense 

justice, a reconciliation center 

and a place to bring social 

justice and ethical orientation 

to the people". 
He used the occasion to call 

on the people of Kaltungo and 

Gombe State in general to 

continue to live in peace and 

harmony for the overall 

development of the state, 

maintaining that peace and 

unity are requisite for 

development of any society. 
Earlier, Secretary to Gombe 

State Government, Professor 

Ibrahim Abubakar Njodi, who 

is also chairman, building 

committee of the mosque, 

said the reconstruction of the 

mosque became necessary 

due to the fact that the former 

s t r u c t u r e  c o u l d  n o t  

accommodate the people 

conveniently. 
Also present at the occasion 

were traditional rulers, top 

Government functionaries 

from within and outside the 

State.

BASG tasked on timely funds release

“Use Mosque to preach peace and unity”
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Alkali

THE Federal Government has 
reiterated its commitment to 
take measures to improve the 
health of children in Nigeria.

The Minister of Health, Dr 
Osagie Ehanire said this it at a 
workshop organised by the 
Pediatrics Association of 
N i g e r i a n  ( P A N ) ,  i n  
co l l abora t i on  w i th  the  
Ame r i c an  A c ademy  o f  
Pediatrics (AAP) on Monday in 
Abuja.

Ehanire said the workshop 
was on the dissemination of 
findings from the Human 
Centered workshop on 
“Improving the Demand, 
Delivery and Uptake of 
Routine Immunisation in 
Nigeria”.

“I am delighted to be part of 
this focus of interventions.

“I am looking forward to the 
outcome of the findings from 
this workshop on improving 
the demand, delivery, uptake 
of routine immunisation in 
Nigeria,” he said.

E h a n i r e ,  w h o  w a s  
represented by Dr Stella 
Nwosu, the Director and Head, 
Child Health Division in the 
ministry, said that the Federal 
Government had introduced 
the Rotavirus vaccine into the 
e x i s t i n g  R o u t i n e  
Immunisation (RI).

According to him, the 
development is aimed at 
reducing the fatalities from 
diarrhoea caused by the virus.

He said that the rotavirus 
vaccine had the potential to 
avert more than 110,000 
deaths in 10 years.

FG reiterates commitment to 
improve health children’s 

The minister said that any 
d e c i s i o n  o r  
recommendations that were 
made at the workshop would 
go a long way in helping 
Nigeria to formulate policies 
at a national level.

Ms Katy Lander, the Global 
Child Health Programmes 
S p e c i a l i s t ,  A m e r i c a n  
Academy of Pediatrics, said 
the workshop was on human 
centered design, project and 
work with PAN.

She said the association 
believed that there could be 
a lot of interesting and 
innovative ideas to improve 
vaccinations that could 
come out of the experiences.

Lander said it would also 
address the voices of people 

who were on the front line.
“We are so pleased to get to 

work with many doctors, 
nurses and other frontline 
vacc inators  throughout  
Nigeria in three specific states.

“This has enabled us to get to 
hear their voices and learn 
from their experiences and 
their stories,” she said.

Lander said that the idea was 
on how to improve vaccination 
in the country.

“We are excited to share the 
results of all the work with you 
and to get to hear your input 
and your thoughts as you join 
in this conversation.

“To also get to see what the 
future might bring in terms of 
human centred design and our 
work with PAN.” 

Ihanire

BETWEEN 2011 and 2019, 
terrorists in Zamfara collected 
more than N3 billion as 
ransom from the 3,672 people 
they abducted, a report 
commissioned by the Zamfara 
State  Government  has  
revealed.

According to the report, by a 
committee set up by the 
government in 2019 to review 
the state of insecurity in the 
state, the activities of terror 
gangs, popularly cal led 
bandits, also led to the 
displacement of 190,340 
people within the period.

The committee, which was 
headed by a retired police 
chief, also revealed that 4,983 
women were widowed, and 
2 5 , 0 5 0  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  
orphaned within the period.

The report further revealed 

N3bn  paid, 190,000 people displaced 2011-2018ransom
that herdsmen lost 2,015 
cattle, 141 sheep and goats, 
and 2,600 donkeys and 
camels to rustlers while 
147,800 vehicles, including 
motorcycles and others, 
were burnt or destroyed 
within the period.

Fo l l ow ing  inc reas ing  
violence and kidnap for 
ransom in the state, the state 
governor, Bello Matawalle, 
set up the committee headed 
by a former Inspector-
G e n e r a l  o f  P o l i c e ,  
Muhammad Abubakar, in 
2019 ,  t o  r ev i ew  the  
insecurity in the state 
between June 2011 and May 
29, 2019.

The Zamfara government, 
however, said since Mr 
Matawalle became governor, 
he has tackled and reduced 

insecurity in the state.
The governor's claim of 

reducing insecur i ty is ,  
however, curious as Zamfara 
is still one of the most insecure 
places in the country. 
Terrorists are still running 
amok across the state, 
kidnapping, pillaging, and 
killing residents. In some 
parts of the state, the 
te r ro r i s t s  run  para l l e l  
administrations; collecting 
taxes and levies and making 
decrees.

In a statement through his 
media aide, Zailani Baffa, the 
governor said that in his effort 
to reduce insecurity, he 
dialogued with the terrorists 
and their parents because a 
majority of the bandits are 
indigenous Fulani people from 
Zamfara State.

The governor said he also 
appealed to the country's 
military to use non-forceful 
means to solve the conflict in 
the state.

He said after several 
meetings with the terrorists 
and their leaders, the 
following agreements were 
reached:

“That all vigilante groups 
(Yan Sa Kai) will be disbanded 
at the request of the bandits.

“That the Fulanis will be 
provided with social services 
as enjoyed by other towns in 
the state.

“That all Fulani held in the 
hands of Yan Sa Kai for 
charges of banditry will be 
released.

“The state government in 
turn requested a stop to 
abduction and killings by 
bandits.

“That all captives will be 
released without ransom.

“That all bandits will disarm 
within a short period.

“The above agreements were 
translated into big a success as 
the bandits (within nine 
months) released nearly 3,000 
captives without ransom. They 
also stopped attacks either on 
highways, towns or villages or 
the markets and farms. They 
also surrendered over 1000 
Ak47 guns and other assorted 
weapons, he added.

“In the same vein, the state 
government proscribed the 
Vigilante Group and started 
building modern RUGA in each 
of the three senatorial districts 
in the state. The RUGA at 
M a r a d u n  w a s  a l m o s t  
completed with everything 
needed for modern life for the 
grazing Fulani.

“It has 200 pro-type houses, 
a hospital, a veterinary clinic, a 
water canal, a grazing area, a 
police post, a primary school, a 
mini-stadium, worshipping 
places and many other basic 
requirements needed for 
comfortab le  l iv ing,”  Mr  
Matawalle added.

The governor said that after 
the federal  government 
cancelled negotiations with 
terror gangs, he introduced 
what was known as the “carrot 
and stick” approach which 
involved the use of both 'kinetic 
and non-kinetic' approaches to 
ending banditry in the state.

He said in the new approach, 
bandits who accept to lay down 
their arms will be re-absorbed 
into society.

He said he empowered the 
security operatives with brand 

-Official
new Hilux vans equipped with 
communication gadgets. He 
said he also provided them 
with monthly imprest for their 
maintenance and daily 
upkeep allowance to these 
officers on the operation.

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
introduced measures of 
incapacitating the bandits to 
give security operatives the 
upper hand. These include a 
ban on selling food in bulk to 
avoid transiting the same to 
bandits in the bush.

Also, the government 
banned fuel black markets 
and sold minimal litres of fuel 
at approved filling stations. 
This is to avoid supply to 
bandits in the bush.

He said he also banned 
weekly markets to avoid 
selling ammunition under the 
cover of the crowd. He also 
banned the sel l ing of 
livestock outside the state to 
reduce cattle rustling.

“Cutting off communication 
with cell phones for about two 
months to disable informants 
and allow the security 
operatives to rout the 
bandit's camps

“The Government recently 
introduced measures to allow 
citizens to apply for and own 
guns for self-protection. We 
introduced and launched the 
Commun i ty  p ro tec t i on  
Guards (CPG) and assisted 
them with 1,500 motorbikes 
and 20 Hilux buses and will 
assist them to apply for and 
get gun licences to protect 
their villages,” the governor 
said.

THE Katsina State Deputy 
Governor, Alhaji Mannir 
Yakubu says the Federal 
Government has released 
the sum of N6.25 billion for 
the embellishment of cattle 
ranches in frontline Local 
Governments Areas affected 
by banditry in the state 

Yakubu, who is also the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
Agriculture and Rural 
Development disclosed this 
d u r i n g  t h e  R a n c h  
Stakeholders Development 
meeting in Katsina on 
Monday.

He said that the frontline 
Local Government Areas 

include Jibia, Batsari, 
D u t s i n m a ,  S a f a n a ,  
D a n m u s a ,  Ka n k a ra ,  
Faskari, Sabuwa Dandume 
among others.

According to him, part of 
the funds will be used to 
construct schools, health 
centers and veterinary 
clinics in the affected 
areas.

The Deputy Governor 
sa id  that  the state  

FG releases N6.25bn for 
cattle ranches establishment 

From SHEHU DANJUMA
 Katsina

 

government will engage 
reputable contractors 
that can handle the 
projects.

He said that the federal 
and state governments 
are determined to ensure 
that peace and stability is 
restored in areas that 
were affected.

The deputy governor 
appealed to the affected 
communities to provide 
suitable sites for the 
projects.

THE apex body of Berom 
Youth Moulders-Associaction 
(BYM), has, on behalf of other 
Berom National bodies, 
debunked reports making the 
rounds on social media 
platforms that they have 
endorsed the gubernatorial 
c and i da t e  o f  Peop l e ' s  
Democratic Party, Barr. Caleb 
Mutfwang, as winning choice 
come 2023.

This was contained in a press 
statement signed by the BYM 
National Publicity Secretary, 
Comrade Rwang Tengwong, 
and made available to THE 
NIGERIA STANDARD in Jos, 
the Plateau State capital 
y e s t e r d a y  f o l l o w i n g  
misleading reports circulating 
on Social Media handles.

  The statement stated that, 
"the attention of the National 
Executives of Berom Youth 
Moulders-Association-BYM 

BYM, BWEDA  BECO deny  PDP guber candidate endorsement

h a s  b e e n  d r a w n  t o  
unauthored publication 
circulating on Social Media 
that the BYM, BWEDA and 
BECO have endorsed the 
gubernatorial candidate in 
person of Barr. Caleb 
Mutfwang of the Peoples' 
Democratic Party-PDP in the 
2023 general elections.

  " F o l l o w i n g  t h e  
aforementioned publication, 
it becomes very compelling 
to unambiguously respond 
that the Association through 
its President, Barr. Dalyop 
Solomon Mwantiri did not in 
any way, either expressingly 
or by implication, endorse 
the candidate of the PDP as 
such is prohibited by the 
association's constitution, 
for the BYM is a pressure 

group which is nonpolitical 
and does not have such 
affiliation with any party or 
candidate.

  "To make the record 
straight, the association 
through its president 
honoured the invitation 
extended to it by Be-Kanang 
of PDP to appreciate Barr. 
Caleb Mutfwang for picking 
Hon. Josephine Piyo who is 
one of the elites of Berom 
ethnic extraction to deputize 
the gubernatorial candidate 
in the forthcoming general 
election.

 "In the course of the 
event, BYM and other Berom 
bodies were accorded 
opportunity to present a 
goodwill message, which 
was done with no comment 
that could be accredited to 
an endorsement. It rather 
saluted Barr. Mutfwang for 
considering Berom nation by 
picking his running-mate", it 
disclosed

 According to the National 
Publicity Secretary, " it 
would be recalled that few 
weeks ago, the APC invited 
t h e  B e r o m  C u l t u r a l  
Organisations including BYM 
to the reception in honour of 
its deputy governorship 
candidate, Hon. Pam Bot 
Mang; same with the PDP 
which held on Sunday, 
28/08/2022. 

 "As representatives of 
Berom Youths, honouring 
such invitations does not in 
any  way  amoun t  t o  
endorsement .  Shou ld  
attending such a gathering 
amount to an endorsement, 
then Berom Youths Moulder-
Association has endorsed all 
parties and candidates that 
had extended invitations to 
t he  a s soc i a t i on " ,  he  
enthused.

Tengwong,  however,  
s t ressed  tha t  as  an  
Association, they would 
provide equal opportunity 
a n d  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  
candidates to come and sell 
themselves and tell the 
Berom nation, particularly 
the youths what they would 
do for the people if elected  
to help them decide who 
could best protect their 
interest.

He, therefore, called on 
their members and the 
general public to disregard 
the message stating that 
they have endorsed any 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  
forthcoming gubernatorial 
position of Plateau State 
ahead of the 2023 general 
elections.

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA
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The recent discovery of 

mummif ied corpses by 

security agencies said to have 

been deposited in ''illegal 

mortuaries'' in some states of 

the country depicts a nation 

that looks at the dead as mire 

objects that can be used 

either for fetish reasons or as 

common insignificant human 

remains that do not matter at 

all, and means nothing to 

those still alive.
It is sad indeed that human 
bodies are kept in a manner 
that fire wood are also laid. It 
shows complete lack of 
respect for one's departed 
love one to be subjected to 
such treatment in whatever 
name that environment is 
called and forgetting the fact 

that all that are alive today will 
die someday.
This also brings to mind a 
r e c e n t  o r d e r  b y  t h e  
Indigenous people of Biafra 
[IPOB], quoted in  one of the 
daily newspapers as urging 
the people of the South East 
to bury their dead ones within 
three days, as done in the 
olden days.
The statement which came 
from a proscribed and 
terrorist branded organization 
may sound strange to some 
while making sense to others. 
But come to think of it, why 
keep a corpse for more than a 
week or more as it is practiced 
in mainly the south eastern 
parts of the country where 
dead bodies are deposited in 
mortuaries for only God 
knows when. Some suggest to 
have been forgotten by their 
depositors, while some are 
kept like money in a vault till 
the owner needs it.
Some appear to be in bad 
shape that  cannot  be 
identified easily due to years 
of abandonment and kept like 
log of wood for unexplainable 
reasons. Some have been 
there waiting, some for up to 
three years and more than 

that without giving proper 
burial rites.
Although there are corpses 
that have legal investigation 
attached or with court related 
matters, the present habit of 
keeping dead bodies beyond a 
reasonable time frame has 
remained a source of outcry 
and embarrassment to the 
Nigerian nation especially 
when viewed from the point of 
moral decadence, and the 
viewpoint of logic and reason.
In particular, the IPOB 
assertion is coming at the 
heels of the perceived 
abomination of keeping the 
body of a dead person for 
more than three days which 
goes against the Igbo culture 
and tradition which the group 
believed has had a dire 
consequence on their land 
and contributed to the 
spiritual weakness of the Igbo 
Nation.
According to IPOB; '' After 
some thorough investigation, 
we have come to the 
realization that all the reasons 
given by our people which 
cause unnecessary delay in 
burying our dead within a 
short period are neither 
cogent nor important enough. 

These reasons are all man-
made mostly monetary 
conditions from the bereaved 
families, traditional rites, 
churches and Umunna.
''Our people have turned 
burial into carnival, asking 
families to pay levies or debt 
for their dead ones. This is 
abomination and must be 
stopped forthwith.
''Igbos are shrinking in life 
because we dishonor the 
dead by keeping dead bodies 
in mortuaries for too long. 
Any nation, tribe or family 
that keeps the dead without 
putting the corpse into the 
dust is causing a disservice to 
themselves.'' The statement 
noted.
Unfortunately, it is not just 
the Igbos nor the Yoruba's , or 
the Niger Delta people or the 
middle-belters that have this 
trending  and vexed issue, it 
is indeed a  national 
syndrome which is now 
permeating all classes and 
shades of opinion across the 
country. It is even difficult for 
one to differentiate burial 
with other joyous ceremonies 
these days because they now 
have a common companion 
which is money.
It is now a status symbol for 

display of wealth where some 
go as far as displaying a 
carnival with all manner of 
uniforms or attires while 
some organize lavish parties 
with plenty of food and 
assorted wines for funerals, 
some would even launch new 
buildings in form of mansions 
as soon as a member of the 
family passes on which in 
most cases the bodies are 
kept for long until elaborate 
planning are completed.
On the other hand, it is big 
business for some of the 
mortuary owners who charge 
per number of days and have 
in some cases been at the 
centre of controversies where 
the trade in human parts had 
been reported while the 
operation of some have been 
mainly without Government 
approval and even where 
there is, routine monitoring 
and evaluation has been 
lacking. 
Without close checks by the 
Nigerian security agencies, 
some of these so called 
mortuaries might just be  a 
den of cultists like that of the 
Okija episode where so many 
others are still being used as 
shrines and where dead 
bodies are kept like heap of 
woods.It is high time we don't 
allow the dead to bury the 
dead.

THERE are certain professions 
that bring one in close contact 
with realities of what victims or 
survivors experience before 
others get the details. They 
mos t l y  ge t  f i r s t  hand  
i n f o r m a t i o n  b y  e i t h e r  
witnessing incidences at the 
scene of occurrence or they are 
given narration by eye 
w i tnesses  o r  su rv ivo rs  
themse lves .  Th is  looks  
attract ive f rom outs ide 
because the public relies on the 
outcome of findings to be 
better informed. Some of these 
categories of people are health 
personnel, security agencies, 
Psychologists and Journalists 
etc.
Recently, yours sincerely was 

attracted to a lecture I keenly 
listened to online which 
h igh l ighted the t rauma 
journalists who report gender 
based violence go through as 

they discharge their lawful 
duties. It's so good to keep the 
public well informed about 
certain things that are 
happening in the society, but no 
one understand the stress and 
pressure you undergo for the 
celebrated stories. That is to 
say that one should be mindful 
not to allow himself to be 
overworked.
T h e  m e n t a l  s t a t e  o f  

someone's well being is 
necessary towards achieving 
greater feat in everything one 
does in life. Health, welfare and 
emotional stability of the 
journalist need to be given 
attention to enable one does 
the work with ease. Every 
journalist should endeavor to 
make regular medical checkup 
a priority. This if done will help 
in understanding one's status 
to enable such a person work 
within specification. Don't be 
deceived by the remarks of 
people who term you a super 
person, the work is a thankless 
job. So go slowly and carefully.    
Certain stories no doubt get 

one to think uncontrollably 
around the event. It didn't 
happen to you directly but 
because of your experience, 
you start thinking differently. It 
was interesting to note that it's 
not a weakness for one to say 
no to a story if your emotion is 
not strong enough to carry you 
through. The challenge here is 
that a reporter is mostly 
assigned to a bit or instructed 
to report an incident. This 
therefore means that in most 
cases; it's not optional but a 
must do work.
In journalism profession, the 

Dishonouring the dead

BY KENNETH DARENG

Relevance of mental health for journalists 

BY KENNETH DARENG

significance of dateline need 
not be over emphasized 
because the editor gives the 
timeline that certain stories 
s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  d u e  
consideration for publication or 
to be aired depending on the 
medium where one works. This 
development entails that at 

certain times, one must work 
under pressure to meet up 
these datelines. The biggest 
question however is; what 
stories get you traumatic?
One is reminded of the much 

celebrated photojournalists 
Kevin Carter, whose fame in 
photography earned him a 
Pulitzer Prize award that he 
was globally recognized but it 
did not go down well with him 
at the end because he ended 
up killing himself as a result of 
the traumatic experience of 
his work. The agony of the 
photojournalist emanated 
when he reported the severe 
famine in Sudan where many 
lives were lost and many 
people struggled for survival.
While covering events that 

unfolded then, one of his best 
shots captured by New York 
Times on March 26, 1993 
captured a vulture waiting for 
a starving Sudanese girl to die 
and feast on her carcass. He 
was celebrated on major news 
channels and networks world 
for such an exceptional 
photographic ski l l .  The 
readers' reactions were 
intense and not positive. Some 
people said the photographer 

who took the photo was 
inhumane. That he should have 
dropped the camera to run to 
the little girl's aid. 
The interesting thing about 

journalism and the society is 
the fact that negative stories 
are best sellers for the public 
than any other. That of course 
was probably the driving force 
that diverted the humanity of 
Kevin than the thought of 
rendering immediate help. His 
depression started when 
during one of his interviews 
which he granted, someone 
asked him what happened to 
the child, Kevin replied that he 
didn't find out after the 
photograph because as he had 
a flight to catch. They replied 
him that there were two 
vultures on that day, one had a 
camera.
His constant thought of that 

statement and the gory images 
he saw almost on daily basis 
turned out that it took its toll in 
Carter's case fatally. Carter 
grew up in South Africa during 
apartheid; he became a 
photojournalist because he felt 
he needed to document the 
sickening treatment not only of 
the blacks by whites but 

between black ethnic groups 
as well like those of Xhosas and 
Zulus.  
In a few years, he saw 

countless murders from 
beatings, stabbings, gunshots 
and neck lacing, a barbaric 
practice in which a tyre filled 
with oil is placed around the 
victim's neck and lit on fire. It 
was evident that even if he had 
offered to help, the armed 
Sudanese soldiers wouldn't 
have allowed him. He talked 
about the guilt of the people he 
couldn't save because he 
photographed them as they 
were being killed.
To avoid trauma that comes 

with the stress of the work, 
experts have suggested some 
therapy to keep one on the job 
relevant. You need to know 
your limit or how far you can 
go. Disconnect from your 
normal schedules and do what 
works for you. Talking to a 
confidant is a healing balm, 
sharing your problem with a 
loved one matters a lot. Of 
course good time to hang out 
and have proper rest is of 
essence. 
Celebrating yourself and the 

work you are doing gives you 
reason to keep on.  

By JENNIFER YARIMA
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THOUGH the 2022 International 
Day of Cooperatives celebrations has 
come and gone, the memories of this 
epoch making event would linger on 
our minds for some time. With the 
theme, “Cooperatives Build a Better 
World”, the event was marked with 
several educative and enlightening 
activities across the globe.

This year's celebration which was 
th

the 100  was equally showcased to 
highlight the contributions of 
cooperatives to making the world a 
better place. In most cases, 
cooperators embarked on road walks 
to create more awareness about the 
significant role of the societies 
towards empowering vulnerable 
members of our society.

Historically, the earliest record of a 
cooperative came from Scotland in 
1844 when a group of 28 artisans 
working in the cotton mills in North 
England established the first modern 
cooperative business. As this 
significant turn out of event began to 
proliferate, many more of such 
enterprise began to take the 
business world by storm.

Indeed, all these decade, the 
phenomenon of cooperative identity 
has continued to generate interest in 
particularly developing nations of the 
world. Some of these nations consist 
of global citizens struggling to find 
their footings amidst harsh economic 
realities and massive recession 
unabatedly bedeviling such nations.

For the novice, a cooperative 
according to experts is regarded as 
an autonomous association of 
persons united voluntarily to meet 
their common economic, social and 
cultural needs and aspirations 
through a jointly-owned and 
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y - c o n t r o l l e d  
enterprise. Therefore the values of 
such an enterprise include self-help, 
self-responsibility, democracy, 
equality, equity and solidarity.

As it is; records have also indicated 
that more than 12 percent of 
humanity is part of any of the 3 
million cooperatives in the world.  So 
far, the largest 300 cooperatives 
mutual report records a total 
turnover of 2,034.98 billion United 
S t a t e s  D o l l a r s .  L i k e w i s e ,  
cooperatives employ 280 million 
people across the world,(10 percent 
of the world's population), records 
have also indicated.

The emergence of cooperatives in 
the continent of Africa are also as old 
as human history though in a crude 
manner if one is permitted to submit 
so. With the passage of time 
however, contemporary changing in 
its operational standards have 
continued to open up new areas of 
investments opportunity for 
mankind. 

T h e r e f o r e ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Cooperative Days are marked to help 
educate the public on issues of 
concern, to mobilize political will and 
resources to address global 
problems, and to celebrate and 
reinforce achievements of humanity. 
Fundamentally, the existence of this 
c e l e b r a t i o n  p r e d a t e s  t h e  
establishment of the United Nations 
i tse l f.  However,  marked by 
cooperatives worldwide since 1923 
and officially proclaimed by the 
United Nations General Assembly on 
the centenary of the ICA in 1995, the 
International Day of Cooperatives is 
celebrated annually on the first 
Saturday of July. It is in the spirit of 
this celebrations that the Plateau 
State Cooperative Federation, 
(PLASCOFED) also rolled out drums 
to join its contemporaries in the 
world to mark this special day.

For PLASCOFED on the Plateau, it 
couldn't have been any better than 
now even as more cooperators are 
getting financially independent with 
many more becoming empowered so 
as to overcome different challenges 
of life. Certainly this year's 
celebration granted many of these 
cooperators to name their blessings 

economic and social lives of its 
members through the activities of 
the cooperatives in the state. Many 
members have become land owners, 
landlords and business owners that 
serve as additional income to their 
salaries. Members have been able to 
save for the rainy days and are also 
able to access loans for productive 
purposes and pay back with ease, 
(something they can hardly access 
from their employers). Cooperatives 
have carried out social services to the 
communities in diverse ways, so you 
can agree with me that cooperatives 
truly build a better world.”

 Mershak who is also the President 
of the Plateau State Cooperative 
Federation, (PLASCOFED) noted that 
“The International Cooperative Day 
is marked annually on every first day 
of July. Even though for good reasons 
we had to delay our celebrations in 
Plateau State, we believe that in 
every situation, God works for good 
of those who love Him, this year's 

and count each of them one-by-one 
to the glory of God.

Speaking during this year's 
celebration held at the Plateau State 
Polytechnic, Jos Campus hall, the 
Treasurer Cooperative Federation of 
Nigeria, Mrs. Hannatu Mershak 
explained that “Stakeholders will 
agree with me that the cooperative 
movement of Plateau State can be 
said to be among the economic 
backbone of the state. This is 
b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  d e l i b e r a t e  
contributions towards enhancing the 

which has gone so 
high; this has 
m a d e  s o m e  
cooperators to be 
discouraged about 
savings. It has also 
increased the cost 
o f  d o i n g  
business/investme
nts thereby also 
lowering returns 
o n  s o m e  
investments for 
many cooperatives 
leading to low 
d i v i d e n d s .  I n  
security has also 
p o s ed  a  ve r y  
serious challenge 
to  cooperat ive 
movements such 
that cooperative 
businesses are 
being threatened. 

“I wish to express 
m y  p r o f o u n d  
appreciation to the 

state government through the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
for the smooth relationship we have 
enjoyed over the years and for their 
support to the moment. I wish to 
sincerely thank our dear father and 
patron, the commissioner for 
overseeing the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industries for the interest he has 
shown to us. Indeed, he is a caring 
father and we are deeply grateful for 
his show of love.”

This year, PLASCOFED was able to 
draw several of its cooperators in 
various societies within the state to 
encourage them on the significance 
of the celebration and joining the 
group. Many of the cooperators were 
also given opportunity to share their 
gains with others.

In his speech, Commissioner for 
Commerce and Industry, Plateau 
State, Idris Gambo who disclosed this 
during this year's 2022 International 
Day of Cooperatives further noted 
that the modules operandi of these 
developmental programmes would fit 

celebration is commemorated as the 
th

100  International Cooperative Day 
also known as Coops Day.”

According to her,” As good as our 
achievement are, PLASCOFED is 
faced with some challenges which 
include, lack of awareness/interest of 
some cooperatives to register and 
participate in the activities of the 
moment, lack of a state law, delayed 
remittances of some primary 
cooperatives' deductions by some 
e m p l o y e r s  ( f o r  w o r k e r s  
cooperatives), the inflation rate 

into the state better considering the 
zeal indicated by cooperative 
members in the state.

He further disclosed that Plateau 
State has been a pace-setter 
particularly in the areas of its 
economic reforms agencies and 
empowerment programmes in likes 
of PLASMIDA and SMIDAN which 
have continued to influence 
vulnerable citizens of the state to 
attain greatness in their lives in its 
anticipated investments.

In his remarks, the Head of Service, 
Plateau State, Engr. Sunday Hyat 
reaffirmed that cooperative societies 
have greatly helped towards 
empowering contributors towards 
achieving their dreams.

Represented by Mr. Dennis Lamu, 
the Head of Service disclosed that 
the state government has so far 
remitted deducted funds for 
cooperatives up to the month of May 
2022 and urged other leaders of such 
societies having issues to channel 
them to the ministry for immediate 

resolution of the matter.
“I want to inform this gathering that 

funds have been remitted for the 
month of May and we are urging some 
of those who are facing such problems 
to ensure that they bring their 
documents to the ministry for the 
issue to be resolved and their 
remitted funds be released.” He 
added.

He encouraged civil servants to 
ensure that they belong to 
cooperative societies considering its 
benefits to contributors in most 
recent times in the state adding that 
“We cannot afford to live a 
comfortable life and accomplish our 
dreams without becoming members 
of these societies considering its 
possible contribution to our economic 
growth and survival.”

In her welcome address, the 
P res i den t  o f  P l a t eau  S ta te  
Cooperative Federation Ltd, Mrs. 
Hannatu Mershak disclosed that the 
emergence of cooperative societies in 
the state have helped in no small 
measure towards adding value to the 
lives of the contributors. 

She noted that in the past few years, 
many civil servants on the Plateau 
have benefitted a lot in terms of 
transforming their lives for the better 
as no civil servant would restrict 
themselves from such opportunities 
inherent in the societies.

Mrs. Mershak however explained 
that despite some of these 
achievements, the cooperative 
societies on the Plateau have in most 
recent times been affected by lack of 
remittances as and when due which 
have not been that palatable for 
members in the state. 

She urged the state government to 
continue supporting cooperative 
societies which are life lines of most 
civil servants in the state adding that 
“if the government continue to 
support our societies, most civil 
servants on the Plateau would begin 
to liberate themselves from the 
shackles of abject poverty and want.”

In a vote of thanks, the Vice 
President of PLASCOFED, Daniel  Pam 
Dangwong  appreciated all who 
supported the PLASCOFED achieved 
this great feat in the state noting that 
“ we are all grateful over unfolding 
developments in the state as regards 
our societies.”                  

By BULUS GAMBO 

PLASCOFED celebrates International Day of Cooperatives in style

 PLASCOFED President, Hannatu Mershak

Board members in company of commissioner for commerce Idris Gambo

Cooperators in celebration mood









The recent sudden demise of a great legal luminary, Late Hon. Justice Ladi Agyer Madaki 
came as a shock to her family, colleagues, those at the Plateau Government circles and entire 
state.  

One of the painful aspects was how death came and struck without allowing her to enjoy the 
fruits of her labour,  after being appointed a high court judge alongside 4  others on June 1 3 ,  
2 0 2 2  at new Government house.

Infact, one of the striking images to remember of the Late Madaki was a smiling welcoming 
face and personality that stood up and walked to the podium to present an acceptance speech 
on behalf of the other newly sworn in High Court Judges, Hon. Justice Elizabeth Angai, Hon. 
Justice Longden Jacob Danladi, Hon. Justice Daplang Samchi and a Khadi of the Sharia Court of 
Appeal, Yahaya Mohammed Kanam at the event of their swearing, on that day at Victoria 
Gowon Hall, New Government House, Little Rayfield, Jos. 

She had in the speech promised the Governor, Government and Citizens of Plateau that they 
will do their best to serve the state with equity, fairness, and Justice in accordance with the oath 
they have taken, only for news of her death to come barely two months into her swearing into 
office. 

 Governor Simon Bako Lalong had described the demise of Madaki as a huge loss not only to 
her family but the Judiciary 
and entire state. He said the 
entire state has missed the 
role she would have played 
with her new position in her 
new office, a part she never 
had a chance to play.   

Late Ladi Madaki was a legal 
voice and practitioner to 
reckon with within and 
outside the state and the 
international level. While 
rising through the ranks, 
before her appointment as 
High Court Judge, she held 
positions as  Deputy Chief 
Registrar - Litigation in the 
High Court ,Jos, and had 
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joined the Plateau State Government as a Magistrate 1 1  where she presided over criminal and 
civil matters for sixteen years.  She was also appointed Deputy Chief Registrar, Area Courts,  
among many posts.    

Aside being a member of Federation of Women Lawyers (FIDA), Magistrates Association of 
Nigeria (MAN), Commonwealth Magistrates Association (CMJA), Member International Women 
Peace Group (IWPG), and member Christian Lawyers Fellowship of Nigeria (CLASFON), She was 
Chairperson Steering Committee on Gender Violence (OBSTEC) ,  past Chairperson of FIDA 
Plateau State Branch,  Board member of Media Campaign against Trafficking (MeCAHT) .

She was described at the various memorial forums organised by friends, family, colleagues, and 
government as a very humble, hardworking, active volunteer and lover of development projects, 
making her work with many Civil Society Organisations for the actualisation of many social and 
human rights feats like ensuring the VAPP, GEO Laws come into fruition.

Based on her profile, the list of her engagements and achievements is endless because she has 
indeed left indelible marks in the sands of time,  heads of Civil Society Organisations (CSO's) on 
the Plateau,  under the aegis of Plateau Peace Practitioners Network (PPPN), during an evening of 
Eulogies they organised to honour the deceased Justice.  

Justice Madaki died on August 6, 2022 after an illness at the age of 52. She was laid to rest on 
Saturday, August 20 2022 in her Rayfield Residence in Jos after her remains was taken from the 
JUTH Mortuary to ECWA Nasarawa Gwong for Church Service. 

A  valedictory sitting was earlier held in her honour on Friday, a day to her burial day at the 
Plateau State High Court No.1 presided by Hon Justice David Gwong Mann, with Prof. Danladi 
Abok Atu representing the Executive Governor of Plateau State, Simon Bako Lalong. The event 
attracted many personalities from the government, legal and private circles who described 
Madaki as one who will be remembered for  pursuing social and rights abuses, and for being a 
voice for justice for the  downtrodden.

A  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  
organisation, Foundation for 
Enhancement and Promotion 
of Family Life, has demanded 
for the quick passage of the 
b i l l  e s t ab l i s h i ng  Kog i  
Matrimonial Law and Child 
Right Supportive before the 
Kogi State House of Assembly.

The NGO declared that the Bill 
i f  sa le  through would 
drastically reduce alarming 
cases of divorce among 
couples as well as  boost the 
revenue generating capacity 
of the 21 local government 
a r e a s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
It noted that the bill if 
becomes a reality, would 
enable Local Government 
Areas across the state benefit 
a c c umu l a t i o n  r e venue  
amounting to N131,125,00 in 
processing and managing 
crisis arising from marriages.
MrJohn Ojochenemi Amabi, 
Executive Director of the 
Foundation made the call at a 
m e d i a  r o u n d t a b l e  i n  
collaboration with FEPFL 
Marriage and Career Academy 
in partnership with the Kogi 
council of the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists for the media 
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  b i l l .
Kogi Matrimonial Law and 
Child Right Supportive Bill, 
according to the executive 
director, is presently at its 
s e c o n d  r e a d i n g .
He described the bill as of 
great value to families and the 
society interns of ensuring 
peaceful coexistence and 
r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t i o n .

The Executive Director 
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  w h e n  
marr iages  are  r ight ly  
processed, there will be 
peace and security in the 
society as well as creation of 
j o b s  f o r  C S O s .
He held that marriage crisis 
have been responsible for the 
increasing cr imes and 
violence in any given society. 
He named the thematic areas 
of the Foundation to include; 
Health, Education, climate 

change, Good Governance, 
j u s t i c e  a n d  p e a c e .  
The Chairman of the Kogi 
Council of the Nigeria Union 
of Journalists, Comr. Adeiza 
Momoh Jimoh, described the 
Kogi Matrimonial Law and 
Child Right Supportive Bill as 
crucial and called on the Kogi 
House of Assembly to pass 
the bill in the interest of the 
society. 

THE Kats ina State 
Government says it will 
spend over N2.4bn in 
collaboration with the 
World Bank and Agency 
Franchise Development 
(AFD) in the construction 
of Danja to Bazanga and 
Nahuce road in Danja 
Local Government of the 
state.

The State Commissioner 
for Environment, Alhaji 
Hamza Faskari, disclosed 
this to newsmen during 

the signing of the contract 
in Katsina on Tuesday.

Represented by the 
Permanent Secretary (PS), 
Ministry of Environment, 
Alhaji Abubakar Gege, 
Faskari said that the 
contract will be executed 
under the Katsina State 
R u r a l  A c c e s s  a n d  
Agricultural Marketing 
(RAAMP), an agency under 

the state ministry of 
environment.

The commissioner said 
that the road which is about 
24.5kilometres from Danja 
t o  t h e  t w o  r u r a l  
communities is expected to 
be completed within 18 
months. 

Faskari said that the 
initiative between the state 
government and the duo is 
part of the intervention to 
a r res t  env i ronmenta l  
challenges in the state as 
well as to assist farmers 
t ranspor t  the i r  fa rm 
produce from hinterlands to 
the markets in urban 
centres.

According to him, the 
contract was awarded to, 
Mother Cat Nig.Ltd, an 
engineering firm to handle 
the project.

"In fact we have signed all 
the necessary documents, 
the contractors will be 
mobilised to start work on 
site in less than three days 
from now" he said.

"This is because the 
administration of Governor 
Aminu Masari is determined 
to provide the basic 
infrastructure to the people 
with a view to improving 
their wellbeing", he added.

Plateau mourns a great legal luminary 

Katsina, others to expend 
N2.4bn on road project

By 
SHEHU DANJUMA 

Katsina

NGO demands passage of bill 
establishing Matrimonial Law

From 
AMEDU JOSEPH, 

Lokoja

Masari Bello



Page 29

Sports
THE NIGERIA STANDARD, Wednesday, August 31, 2022

Newcastle could be the best of all
IT was a magnificent game of 

Premier League football between 
Newcastle and Manchester City 
on Sunday that had everything - 
from great players to great 
exc i t ement  and  a  g rea t  
atmosphere.

There are lots of teams that go 
up against City and Liverpool that 
try to sit in and defend, soak up 
pressure and hit them on the 
break. That was not Newcastle's 
gameplan. They wanted to take 
the game to their opponents and 
certainly did that.

They went 1-0 down after just 
five minutes and I was thinking 
'this is not going to be a good day 
for them' and feared the worst. 
But they came back into the game 
and were much the better team 
for 30-35 minutes of the first half. 
They scored three goals in the 
match and it could have been 
more.

The last few minutes weren't fun 
because Newcastle were hanging 
on and it wouldn't have surprised 
anyone if City had gone on and 
got the winning goal.

The last time Newcastle went 
unbeaten in their first three 
games at the beginning of a 
season was in 2011-12 under 
A lan Pardew,  when they 
eventually finished fifth, so this 
start under Eddie Howe is a damn 
sight better than it has been in 
recent years.

Newcastle could have a chance 
of being the best of the rest this 
season. That might have included 
Manchester United in sixth place 
but unless they rapidly sign three 
or four players in the remainder of 
the transfer window, that finish 
will not happen.

One aim for the Magpies, 
without doubt, will be to improve 
upon last season when they 
finished 11th. In fact, they were 
only three points adrift of eighth 
place after a shocking start. Five 
points from three games this 
time, considering they had 
champions City and Brighton 
away, makes it a really positive 
start. I feel a Europa Conference 
League spot is a realistic target, 
which you can achieve by 
claiming seventh spot.

They took City apart at times in 
Sunday's contest. That is no 
surprise - it is the level that they 
have set within the football club 
and how the manager wants them 
to play; he has said that. They 
have put up a really good 
performance and shown up. And 
the fans will have gone home 
really happy that they have taken 
a point out of the game.

City came up against a good 
Newcastle side in a terrific 

atmosphere at St James' Park, with 
the fans driving them forward. You 
have to give Pep Guardiola's side 
credit for the way they bounced 
back from 3-1 down. They just don't 
panic - they believe in who and what 
they are. It was no surprise they got 
a point back because everyone was 
expecting that. A draw was a fair 
result.

Allan Saint-Maximin ran Kyle 
Walker ragged. The England full-
back had his socks on inside out at 
full-time. I can't remember a player 
running past him as many times as 
that in a game. There is no doubt 
Saint-Maximin has the ability. His 
final ball was superb against City.

The Frenchman has provided four 
assists for Callum Wilson in the 
league now - the most he has given 
for any Newcastle player - which 
just shows the understanding that 
the pair have. If they can stay fit, 
then they will create chances, 
particularly if Saint-Maximin plays 
like that. When he is on song, he is 
very difficult to stop.

Wilson mentioned in the 
matchdayprogramme about 
breaking back into the England 
squad and that has to be his aim. 
Harry Kane is the striker that will 
play in Qatar but there are places 
up for grabs behind him. We know 
Wilson will score goals and that he 
is a really good player; the one 
issue you have is his fitness.

The manager took him off with 
15-20 minutes to go against City 
and that might become a regular 
tactic to save him from getting 
injuries in the last portion of the 
match when he is tired and the 
muscles are fatiguing. 

Meanwhile, Nick Pope has made 
a really positive start to his 
Newcastle career and has to be 
pushing Everton's Jordan Pickford 
for England's number one jersey 
heading into the World Cup. He 
was brilliant at Brighton last week 
where he kept a clean sheet, 
winning his team a point.

He made some really important 
saves on Sunday including the one 

from ErlingHaaland at 3-2, where 
he was quickly off his line and kept 
himself big. He commanded his box 
really well too - when Newcastle 
were under pressure in the last 20 
minutes, he came for a lot of balls 
and took the pressure off his 
defenders.

It is really exciting times for 
Newcastle, considering where they 
were a few years back and at the 
beginning of last season. When 
Howe took over in November, the 
side were 19th in the table and five 
points from safety. Look at where 
they are now - and look at the hope 
that the city and football club has.

The new owners have come in and 
done their business in a very 
sensible and measured way. That is 
the right way to go and everyone is 
very happy with that. There have 
been numerous clubs trying to 
make success happen quickly by 
spending. Everton are a good 
example of that - look at the money 
they have wasted over the years in 
chasing the dream. 

The owners are looking to bring in 
not just the right players but the 
right characters too - people who 
want to immerse themselves in the 
city, such as Kieran Trippier, Sven 
Botman, Matt Targett, Dan Burn and 
Pope.

But in particular, Bruno Guimaraes 
fits that description - because of 
where he is from in Brazil, he just 
gets the area. It shows the way the 
club want to do things. Against City, 
he picked up an early booking but 
continued to work hard for the side 
and covered more ground 
(11.98km) than any other player on 
the pitch. 

At the minute, the strategy is 
working for Newcastle. The owners 
have galvanised the club and 
supporters after the toxicity of the 
Mike Ashley reign. They brought 

By ALAN SHEARER 

Howe in and the manager has done 
a magnificent job so far. The second 
half of last season was superb - only 
Liverpool (48) and City (46) 
col lected more points than 
Newcastle's 38 in that period - and 
they have carried the good work on 
into this term.

After City got taken over in 2008, 
they won their first silverware - the 
FA Cup - three years later and the 
Premier League title the following 
season. I don't expect Newcastle to 
be challenging for the league in 
three years' time but I would expect 
them to have a much better go in 
cup competitions than they have 
done in previous years.

It has been 17 years since the club 
last reached the semi-finals of the 
FA Cup, back when I was still playing 
for them. There has been nothing in 
cup competitions since. They have a 
better squad now, which you will see 
in the early rounds of the cup 
games, and hopefully will progress 
to bigger and better things.

There are 10 days remaining in the 
transfer window and if Newcastle 
can get a couple more players in, 
certainly in a forward position and 
possibly in midfield, they would be 
in better shape. It would really 
enhance their chances of finishing in 
a better position than last season.

I know they are actively looking 
and a forward is what they are trying 
to get in.

We will have to wait and see, 
though, because there have been so 
many names linked with Newcastle. 
That is expected with the size of the 
club and the money they have to 
spend. 

It would be unfair to name players 
at other clubs but Newcastle do 
need to sign a player in the forward 
positions and without doubt a 
midfielder too. JonjoShelvey is out 
for a period of time and will need 
cover.

Newcastle

“It is really exciting times for Newcastle, considering where they 
were a few years back and at the beginning of last season. When 
Howe took over in November, the side were 19th in the table and five 
points from safety. Look at where they are now - and look at the hope 
that the city and football club has. The new owners have come in and 
done their business in a very sensible and measured way. That is the 
right way to go and everyone is very happy with that. There have 
been numerous clubs trying to make success happen quickly by 
spending. Everton are a good example of that - look at the money they 
have wasted over the years in chasing the dream.  The owners are 
looking to bring in not just the right players but the right characters 
too - people who want to immerse themselves in the city, such as 
Kieran Trippier, Sven Botman, Matt Targett, Dan Burn and Pope.”
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What appears a major 
hurdle for candidates from 
the southern zone of the 
country vying for the 
presidency in the elective 
congress of the Nigerian 
Football Federation (NFF), 
may be afoot, if a declaration 
by the northern caucus of the 
federation is anything to go 
by.

Newsnow said that, the 
election to usher in a new 
president and other executive 
committee members for a 
four-year tenure will hold in 
Benin City, Edo State on 
September 30.

Over 11 contestants are in 
the race to take over the seat 
currently occupied by Amaju 
Pinnick. They include first 
vice president of the NFF, Seyi 
Akinwunmi, Chairman of 
Chairmen, Ibrahim Gusau, 
former NFF secretary, Musa 
Amadu,  CAF  D i rec to r,  
Security, Christian Emeruwa, 
f o r m e r  S u p e r  E a g l e s  
goalkeeper and Media Officer, 
Peterside Idah, former player, 
Benedict Akwuegbu, former 
SWAN President and General 
Manager, Heartland FC, Fan 
Ndubuoke, former Director, 
NSC and current Chief of Staff 
to Sports Minister, Abba Yola, 
former player, Jonathan 
Akpoborie and former NFF 
b o a r d  m e m b e r ,  
AmamzeUchegbulam.

Ano the r  s takeho lde r,  
Ahmed Gara Gombe, is said 
to be watching the situation 
before declaring his interest 
in the election.

A source close to the 
northern caucus, a group that 
is fighting to install a 
northerner as the next NFF 
president, hinted, yesterday, 
that all the candidates from 
the south should forget their 
ambition.

He hinged the North's 
s tance  on  be l i e f  that  
i n c u m b e n t  p r e s i d e n t ,  
Pinnick's second tenure has 
made another southern 
president impossible.

“Pinnick's second tenure is 
for candidates from the south. 
It is the turn of the north to 
produce the NFF president 
and we will get it,” the source 
told The Guardian yesterday.

The declaration by the 
northern caucus may have 
been targeted at candidates 
like the Lagos FA boss, Seyi 
A k i n w u n m i ,  C h r i s t i a n  
Emeruwa (Abia State), 
Peterside Idah (Rivers State), 
Benedict Akwuegbu (Imo 
State), Fan Ndubuoke (Imo 

State), Amanze Uchegbulam 
(Imo State) and Jonathan 
Akpoborie (Delta State).

The Northern caucus is said 
to be working underground to 
have a consensus candidate 
from the zone.

“We will resist any attempt 
by any candidate from the 
south to replace Pinnick in the 
coming election. We are also 
working on the possibility of 
presenting the most qualified 
person to take over Nigerian 
football,” the source said.

Pinnick, who was first 
elected into office in 2014 in 
Warri, got a second tenure 
during the polls held in 
Katsina in 2018. He thus 
became the first Nigerian to 
occupy the office for two 
consecutive terms.

Meanwhile, the NFF First 
v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ,  S e y i  
Akinwunmi, is expected to 
flag off his campaign today in 
Lagos.

Pinnick’s second tenure forecloses 
a Sourthern candidacy 

Pinnick 

SUPER Eagles striker Sadiq 
Umar is set to become the 
second-ever Nigerian to play 
for Spanish Laliga club Real 
Sociedad.

Newsnow said that, Umar 
had a fantastic campaign with 
Almeria last season, scoring 
18 goals in 36 games in the 
run-up to  Roj ib lancos '  
LaligaSmartbank triumph.

This season, the Super 
Eagles striker has continued 
with his brilliance, scoring 
twice in Almeria's opening 
three Laliga games.

Umar's brilliant displays 
have not gone unnoticed, as 
he has attracted interest from 
several top teams. Villarreal, 

Borussia Dortmund, Sevilla, 
and Real Sociedad have been 
identified as some of his major 
suitors.

However, according to 
transfer guru Fabrizio Romano, 
Real Sociedad could conclude a 
move for the 25-year-old soon.

CarBall Ep.2: “Okocha's 
passes were underrated”

Nigerian radio presenter and 
entertainment broadcaster, 
Do2tun was on the second 
episode of Carball with 
Babajide Guerrero, where he 
showed his knowledge of 
football and discussed issues 
around Arsenal, how he 
started watching football, the 
World Cup and what he thinks 

about some footballers.
Los Txuri-Urdin made over 

€60million from the sale of 
Swedish talisman Alexander 
Isak and they believe Umar 
wou l d  b e  t h e  p e r f e c t  
replacement for the Newcastle 
man.

The transfer is expected to be 
around €30million according to 

Umar to become second Nigerian to play for Real Sociedad

Umar

THE Executive Governor of 
Nasarawa State, Engr. 
Abdullahi A. Sule has  
c o n d o l e d  t h e  d o u b l e  
tragedies that struck the 
State's Ministry of Youth and 
Sports Development, where 
two of  her promis ing 
a t h l e t e s ,  A l i y u  
Mohammed(Para Power-
l i f t i n g )  a n d  M a r i a  
Raphael(Taekwondo), who 
passed away through motor 
acc idents  at  separate 
occasions in Lafia, the State 
capital.

This was contained in press 
statement signed by Eche 
Amos, the Public Relations 
Officer of the Ministry and 
made available to THE 
NIGERIA  STANDARD 
SPORTS desk, noting that, in 
a personal message to the 
Commissioner for Youth and 
Sports Development, Amb. 
Lucky Isaac Yargwa, the 
Governor was shocked by the 
ugly incidents, said.

"Oh, my dear God!
"I am sorry to hear about 

the deaths of our promising 
athletes, Aliyu Mohammed 
and Maria Raphael.

"My deepest sympathies 
and respect go to their 
immediate families, Ministry 
o f  You th  and  Spo r t s  
Development, the affected 
Sports Federations and entire 
sporting world.

"May their souls rest in 
peace!"

Para power-lifting athlete, 
A l i y u  M o h a m m e d ,   
represented Team Nasarawa 
at this year's Maiden National 
Para-Sports Festival in Abuja, 
was knocked down by a 
vehicle which swerved off its 

path along Shabu-Lafia 
express road on Thursday, 
18th August, 2022 and has 
since been buried in Lafia 
a c c o r d i ng  t o  I s l am i c  
injunctions.

While Taekwondo medalist 
athlete, Maria Raphael, was 
crushed by a trailer along 
UAC road inLafia, eight days 
later(26th August) after 
returning home from Bayelsa 
S t a t e ,  w h e r e  s h e  
represented Nasarawa State 
a t  the  Baye lsa  Open 
Taekwondo Championship 
held in Yenagoa, from 21st-
24th August, 2022, winning a 
Silver medal and helping 
Nasarawa State to end the 
championship on 3rd position 
w i t h  s e v e n  m e d a l s ,  
comprising one Gold, four 
Silver and two Bronze 
medals, respectively.

She also won Bronze medal 

for Team Nasarawa at the 
15th edition of the Panamai 
West African and Cottage 
M i l l s  T a e k w o n d o  
Championship held in Lagos, 
from 10th-15th August, 
2022, inspiring the State to a 
4th place finished.

According to the statement, 
her remains are yet to be laid 
to mother earth.

It further said that, the 
passing away of the two 
athletes at their prime has 
created a huge vacuum in the 
Ministry as their impacts 
brought glory and fame to 
the State at different sporting 
championships across the 
Country and their patriotism 
and commitment will stand 
as an epitome to every 
member of the Ministry to 
persevere in our quest for 
sporting progress in the 
State.

Gov Sule condole’s 
families of athletes

By ANDRE D. BISYIT

Sule

Almeria's General Manager 
Mohamed El Assy, which 
seems like a decent fee for 
Real Sociedad.

If the transfer takes place, 
Umar would be the second-
ever Nigerian player to play 
for Real Sociedad after retired 
S u p e r  E a g l e s  s t a r  
MutiuAdepoju.

MORE recognition has 
continued to come the way of 
the General Manager of 
Plateau United Football Club 
of Jos, Pius Henwan, for his 
s e r v i c e s  t o  s p o r t s  
development.

This time around , it was the 
turn of Turning Point Power 
Tabernacle Church, Jos that 
bestowed on him the 2022 
Turning Point Icons and 
Achievers Global Awards for 
his achievement in sports 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  
philanthropy. 

This was contained a press 
statement signed by Albert 
Dakup, media officer of the 
club and made available to 
THE NIGERIA STANDARD 
SPORTS desk, revealed that, 
the General Overseer of the 
Church, Bishop Solomon 
David Gadzama disclosed 
that Henwan was found 
worthy for the award in view 
of his track record of success 
after leading the club to two 
Nigeria Professional Football 
League NPFL titles and his 
service to humanity which has 
touched the lives, especially 
that of the less-privileged 

positively.
The statement maintained 

that,  B ishop Gadzama 
des c r i bed  h im  a s  an  
e x p e r i e n c e d  s p o r t s  
administrator per excellence, 
stated that his leadership 

qualities have made Plateau 
United a household name not 
only in Nigerian Football, but 
also in the continent where 
they represented Nigeria 
twice in CAF Competitions in 
2018, 2020 and are on the 
verge of doing so for the third 
time next month.

An elated Pius Henwan who 

PL/Utd GM bags achievers award  
By ANDRE D. BISYIT expressed delight with the 

award, commended the 
church for the recognition, 
stressing that it will spur him 
to do more and appealed pray 
for the success of the team as 
the fly Nigeria's flag in the 
CAF Champions League next 
month.

MFOM UDOFIA, the Head 
Coach of Nigeria's Men's 
Basketball Team, is confident 
that the D'Tigers can still 
qualify for next year's FIBA 
Basketball World Cup.

Newsnow said that, with 
only one victory over Guinea 
in the recently concluded 
fourth qualifying window in 
Abidjan, the D'Tigers are in a 
precarious position in the 
r a c e  f o r  Wo r l d  C u p  
qualification next year.

While the chances appear 
bleak, the D'Tigers coach 
insists that his team's season 
is not yet over, pointing out 
that there is still one more 
qualifying window to salvage 
things.

Coach Udofia, who is 

particularly disappointed that 
D'Tigers did not obtain the 
much-needed victory over 
Angola on Sunday, stated 
that he and his players will 
continue to work hard to 
make their dream a reality.

"It was a tough loss (against 
Angola) for us and I must say 
that the players fought hard 
but the victory did not come 
our way. It's not over for 
Nigeria yet given that there is 
another window. We will keep 
playing and giving our best till 
the last day of the qualifiers." 
the coach declared in an 
interview with FIBA.

While Nigeria hopes for a 
miracle, Cote d'Ivoire has 
already qualified as the first 
African nation for the 2023 

FIBA Basketball World Cup, 
which wi l l  be held in 
Indonesia, Japan, and the 
Philippines.

The D'Tigers qualified far 
ahead of the Ivorians for the 
2019 FIBA Basketball World 
Cup in China, but the tables 
have now turned.

The Elephants officially 
qualified for the World Cup 
after defeating Cape Verde 
77-69 last Sunday.

The African Qualif iers 
resume in February 2023 with 
Window 5, but the Ivorians, 
Africa's only undefeated team 
thus far, will have no need to 
break a sweat because they 
have already secured their 
second consecutive World 
Cup qualification.

D'Tigers' coach insists they can still qualify

-Northern cancus



Serena Williams extended 
her US Open farewell with a 
gritty opening win on an 
entertaining night packed with 
hope and celebration in New 
York.

BBC SPORTS said that, 
Williams, who is set to retire 
after the tournament, won 6-3 
6-3 against Montenegro's 
Danka Kovinic.

A near-capacity 25,000 
crowd on Arthur Ashe Stadium 
willed on their idol, who 
r e s p o n d e d  i n  t y p i c a l  
determined style.

Williams, 40, will play 
E s t o n i a n  s e c o n d  s e e d  
AnettKontaveit in the second 
round on Wednesday.

The 23-time Grand Slam 
singles champion, who is one 
short of Australian Margaret 
Court's all-time record, is also 
p lay ing in the doubles 
alongside older sister Venus, 
adding another excit ing 
element to what she hopes will 
be a long goodbye this 
fortnight.

Her first assignment was 
beating Kovinic, ranked 80th in 
the world, and there was a 
thunderous noise when she 
took the first of three match 
points to ensure her singles 
career was not over yet.

Williams jumped on the spot 
when Kovinic's backhand 
return hit the net, then twirled 
ecstatically in the centre of the 
court before blowing kisses to 
her adoring fans when she had 
returned to her seat to soak in 
the occasion.

On how occasions like this 
affect her plans, she said: "It's 
extremely difficult still because 
I absolutely love being out 
there.

"The more tournaments I 
play, I feel like the more I can 
belong out there. That's a 
tough feeling to have, and to 
leave knowing the more you do 
it, the more you can shine.

"But it's time for me, you 
know, to evolve to the next 
thing. I think it's important 
because there's so many other 
things that I want to do."

Williams has long been more 
than a tennis player and it was 
a sign of her status - as an 
American icon and one of the 
world's most recognisable 
sport stars - that she 
announced her retirement in an 
essay for glossy fashion 
magazine Vogue.

Although the former world 
number one did not use the 
word  re t i rement  i t se l f,  
preferring to say she was 
"evolving away" from the 
sport, there is no mistaking her 
intention is to end her glittering 

career this fortnight at her 
home major.

Suitably, for what could have 
been her final match, it was a 
night of celebrity and glamour.

Williams - wearing a glittery, 
figure skating-inspired dress 
and  d i amond-enc rus ted  
trainers to add further theatre 
to the occasion - unsurprisingly 
arrived on court to a rapturous 
reception, moments after the 
stadium watched a video 
montage in celebration of what 
she has achieved as a player 
and a person.

"When I walked out, the 
r e c e p t i o n  w a s  r e a l l y  
overwhelming. It was loud and 
I could feel it in my chest. It was 
a really good feeling," she said.

"It's a feeling I'll never forget. 
It meant a lot to me."

Kovinic had already come out 
to court, leaving her with a long 
- and what must have been a 
nervous - wait next to her chair.

Film director Spike Lee, who 
called Williams his "little sister" 
in a video released earlier on 
Monday, took part in the coin 
toss, while Vogue editor Anna 
Wintour, another close personal 
friend, was sat in her support 
box behind the player's family.

Other famous faces picked 
out by the stadium cameras 
included former US President 
Bill Clinton, soul singer Gladys 
Knight, boxer Mike Tyson and 
model Bella Hadid.

Williams' daughter Olympia, 
wearing white beads in her hair 
in a tribute to her mum's style 
when she won the 1999 US 
Open, sat on the front row, 
alongside her dad Alexis and in 

front of grandmother Oracene.
The entire family jumped to 

their feet when Williams 
clinched a victory which will 
long live in the memory for 
those who saw it.

But it was not over quite yet. 
Television host Gayle King came 
out on to the court to lead 
another celebration, firstly 
joined at the microphone by 
Billie Jean King - another 
pioneering American tennis 
legend, who paid a warm 
tribute - and then Williams 
herself. 

"I didn't expect any of this," 
Williams said. "I always have to 
do the best that I can. I have 
always felt so comfortable here.

"The crowd was crazy! It 
really helped pull me through. I 
was really pumped. I thought 'I 
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Sports
British number one Emma 

Raducanu says "using the 
positive energy from the 
place" is the best way to 
approach the defence of her 
US Open title.

BBC SPORTS said that, 

Raducanu, 19, stunned the 
world last year by winning the 
New York major as a 
previously unknown qualifier.

Seeded 11th now, she starts 
against France's Alize Cornet 
in Tuesday's night session 
(00:00 BST, Wednesday).

"You're just starting from 
scratch. I need to discard any 
pressures there are from the 
outside," she said.

"You face the person in front 
of you and I know people will 
want to beat me. But I've got 
to stay on it and stay super 
focused."

Raducanu is one of three 
Britons playing on Tuesday, 
with seventh seed Cameron 
Norrie and 20th seed Dan 
Evans starting their bids for 
the men's singles.

Norrie, who is looking to 
follow up his run to the 
Wimbledon semi-finals, faces 
unpredictable Frenchman 
Benoit Paire at 16:00 BST, 
while Evans plays Czech Jiri 
Vesely at about 18:00 BST.

The trio are aiming to join 
Andy Murray, Harriet Dart and 
Jack Draper in reaching the 
second following their wins on 
Monday.

Discussing his targets in 
New York, world number nine 
Norrie said: "Just the same 
goal, to try to make the 
second week again and then 
go from there."

Raducanu, as she expected 
and as most young players do, 

has found the step up to 
playing full-time on the WTA 
T o u r  a  d e m a n d i n g  
experience.

H a v i n g  s e e n  h e r  
m o m e n t u m  r e g u l a r l y  
disrupted, the teenager has 
been unable to string 
together consistent results 
and has win-loss record of 
13-15 this season.

More concerns about her 
fitness came at Flushing 
Meadows on Friday, although 
she insisted a wrist problem 
was not serious and looked in 
much better shape when she 
practised against Wimbledon 
champion Elena Rybakina on 
Saturday.

"I think you guys are 
thinking probably more about 
pressure and ranking than 
me," Raducanu told the 
media in a news conference 
before the tournament 
started.

"I think defending a title is 
just something that the press 

makes up. I'm just taking it 
one match at a time."

Going into the summer of 
2021, few outside British 
tennis circles had heard of 
Raducanu. By the end of the 
US Open in September, she 
was a national superstar and 
known around the globe.

Winning the title as an 18-
year-old qualifier was a 
staggering achievement, one 
that had never been done 
before at any of tennis' four 
majors.

This week, she has returned 
to Flushing Meadows for the 
first time and said it felt 
"amazing" to be back.

"I have a lot of memories, 
for sure. The most significant 
one was walking into the 
grounds today and seeing my 
name printed on the wall of 
past champions. It is there 
forever and nobody will take it 
off me," said Raducanu.

"I remember when it went 
up and I took a photo with it, 
so it is really nice to see that 
there and it reminds me of 

Northern Ireland's Rory 
McIlroy became the first 
player to win the FedEx Cup 
t h r e e  t i m e s  a f t e r  a  
remarkable last day at the 
P G A  T o u r ' s  T o u r  
Championship.

BBC SPORTS said that, the 
33-year-o ld overturned 
Scottie Scheffler's six-shot 
lead to finish one clear of the 
American and SungjaeIm.

Four-time major winner 
McIlroy carded a four-under 
66 to pip the world number 
one and the South Korean on 
21 under.

McIlroy receives $18m 
(£15.36m) in prize money for 
his win at East Lake, his fifth 

title of the season.
"What a week, what a day," 

McIlroy told Sky Sports.

"I feel like Scottie deserves 
at least half of this. He's a hell 
of a competitor. It was an 
honour to battle with him."

Scheffler started the week 
with a six-shot advantage 
over McIlroy as players 
began the season-ending 
event on staggered scores, 
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e i r  
respective positions in the 
FedEx Cup standings.

After a suspension of play 
during Saturday's third round 
because of lightning, 26-
year-old Scheffler led by just 
one when play resumed on 
Sunday  morn ing ,  bu t  
extended his lead to six 
strokes before the final round 
began later that day.

The pair bogeyed the first 
hole of their final rounds and 
an out-of-sorts Scheffler 
dropped further shots on the 
fourth and sixth. 

In contrast, a free-flowing 
McIlroy responded to his 
opening bogey by making 
birdie on the third and picking 
up three more shots in 
succession from the fifth.

FedEx Cup: McIlroy beats Scheffler by one stroke

US Open: Williams beats Kovinic
 to extend farewell

Raducanu 'using positive 
energy' for title defence

Serena Williams, who first won the US Open in 1999, is a six-time 

champion at Flushing Meadows

That set the tone for the day 
and McIlroy led by one by the 
time they got to the 18th tee 
as the conclusion to the PGA 
Tour season came down to its 
very last hole. 

Both players hit good drives 
but McIlroy, having been 
largely imperious all day, pull-
hooked his approach and 
could only make a par five.

Scheffler could not take 
advantage though, hitting the 
last of a series of modest 
bunker shots that meant the 
Masters champion also only 
parred the closing hole to sign 
for a ragged 73.

He shared second with 
rising star Im, 24, who shot 
66 and had his own chances 
to claim the title.

"I didn't really give myself 
much of a chance teeing off 
today. I thought six behind 
was going to be really tough 
to make up, but my good play 
and Scottie's not-so-great 
play meant it was a ball game 
going into the back nine," 
McIlroy added.

McIlroy has been one of the 
PGA Tour's most influential 
presences during golf 's 
ongoing power struggle, and 
was one of the leading voices 
in a meeting held earlier this 
month by the tour's top 
players to discuss the threat 
of LIV Golf.

Following his triumph, he 
said: "I believe in the game of 
golf, I believe in this tour in 
particular, I believe in the 
players on this tour.

"It's the greatest place in 
the world to play golf, bar 
none, and I've played all over 
the world.

McIlroy has now earned a total of $43m from his 
three FedEx Cup victories

TOTT E N H A M  m a n a g e r  
Antonio Conte feels he needs at 
least two more transfer 
windows to challenge for the 
Premier League title.

purs are level on 10 points 
BBC SPORTS said that, 

S

with champions Manchester 
City in the top-flight table after 
winning three of their opening 
four games.

Conte has made minimal 
changes to his starting XI so 
far but thinks Spurs can still 
strengthen in key areas.

“If you compare to last 
s ea son ,  we  a r e  mo re  
complete," said the Italian.

"But to reach other teams at 
the top level, we need time, 
patience and transfer markets, 
at least two transfer markets 
to reach the same level."

Tottenham's Winks close to 
Sampdoria loan move Go 
straight to all the latest Spurs 
news and analysis

Harry Kane scored twice and 
had a penalty saved as 
T o t t e n h a m d e f e a t e d  
Nottingham Forest 2-0 at the 
City Ground on Sunday to 
remain unbeaten. 

They travel to the London 
Stadium to face West Ham in a 
19:45 BST kick-of f  on 
Wednesday. 

Conte has spoken with the 
club's board about bringing in 
new recruits before Thursday's 
deadline but said "if we do 
something or not, it's OK".

Tottenham need more transfer for PL 
title chase -Conte

Conte

Raducanu
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