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E d i t o r i a l

HEALTH, the popular adage goes, is wealth. The 
healthier a nation is, the wealthier it is. 
Nigeria, the most populous black nation in the 
world is not an exception. Blessed with both 
human and natural resources, the “giant of 
Africa”, has remained a bundle of 
contradiction. Things are not working. Almost 
everything has gone awry and nothing is 
working. But how did we get to this path? 
Leadership or followership?

REPUTED to have some of the most intelligent 
medical personnel in the world, Nigeria's 
medicare is an eyesore. To say that Nigeria's 
health care system has deteriorated is an 
understatement. Most of the highly rated 
doctors and nurses abroad are Nigerians. 

BRAIN drain has been the country'sAchille'-
hills. Available records show that, in the past 
few months over two hundred and sixty- six 
doctors (266), minus nurses left the country 
in search of greener pastures from other 
climes. Even though these personnel were 
trained by the country yet, the country has not 
been a beneficiary of its investment.

WE recall, way back in 1983 in the aftermath of 
the military coup that toppled the 
democratically elected government of the late 
AlhajiShehu Usman Shagari, which brought in 
the then Major-General Muhammadu Buhari, 
the coupists did alleged, and very correctly 
that, Nigerian hospitals were mere consulting 
clinics. It is now worst because, they are 
confirmed mortuaries.

AGREED, the economy is not friendly, but 
Nigerian hospitals have no business being in 
this sorry state. The precarious economic 
situation is not peculiar to Nigeria. According 
to one writer, in November 2008, amid 
growing evidences that  the worst  
international financial crisis in general, was 
taking a heavy toll on economies around the 
world, the then President of the United States 
of America, George W.  Bush told leaders from 
the G20 countries who were at a working 
dinner at the White House to discuss the 
challenges facing the globe that the financial 
crisis will not be resolved overnight.

HE said, “This problem did not develop over 
night and it will not be solved overnight but 
w i t h  c o n t i n u e d  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  
determination it will be solved. “Nothing can 
be further from the truth. The dilapidated 
health infrastructure in the country is 
worrisome and the works of the health 
personnel should be appreciates.

WE frown at the attitudes of some doctors and 
nurses who measure everything in terms of 
moneyconsigning their professional ethics to 
the dust-bin. It is common knowledge that 
most Nigerian doctors have their private 
hospitals. And that is where they refer 
patients to. And, in good conscience, that 
ought not to be the case. Nigeria 
must,therefore, reinvent the health sector for 
a better society.
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Force. He urged other states in 
the Middle Belt region and the 
North to emulate the Zamfara 
State helmsman.

The statement partly read,”The 
unwelcomed news that Miyetti 
Allah Kautal Hore, a powerful 
socio-cultural Fulani group, is 
forming its own vigilante group, 
should alarm all Nigerians who 
care about the existence of 
Nigeria as a corporate entity.

“The Secretary General of the 
group, Saleh Hassan, made the 
grim disclosure four days ago in 
an interview he granted the 
In te rnat iona l  Cent re  fo r  
Investigative Reporting.

“Hassan ought to have been 
called for questioning to find the 
real motive behind such an 
unwarranted plan and to 
ascertain how far his group has 
gone into the scheme. In fact, 
the group ought to have been 
banned. That is what a serious 
country will do.

“The Fulani, even as a large 
ethnic group, does not have an 
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exclusive state in almost all the 
states of Nigeria, and are 
certainly not natives of Benue 
State or anywhere in the Middle 
Belt.

“With over 200 Southern 
Kaduna Communities sacked 
and displaced by armed 
herdsmen and allied criminals 
after hundreds were killed and 
more wounded, the sight of an 
armed Fulani vigilante force on 
our soil will be a very 
provocative act that will push 
other tribes to form same.”

It added, “Any attempt 
therefore, to allow the Fulani to 
form, arm, kit and operate an 
armed wing so brazenly, is to 
also approve other ethnic 
groups to do same.

“In other words, SOKAPU is 
saying that a civil war might be 
sparked off if Fulani and other 
ethnic groups obtain arms for 
the exclusive reason of 
protecting themselves as 
g r o u p s  u n d e r  v a r i o u s  
independent commands.

he Southern Kaduna 
Peoples Union has Tcondemned moves by 

Fulani herdsmen under the 
aegis of 'Miyetti Allah Kautal 
Hore' to form an armed 
Vigilance Force.

The Miyetti Allah group said 
the formation of the force to 
bear arms was to protect 
herders across the country 
especially in Benue State.

But the SOKAPU, an umbrella 
body of the Southern Kaduna 
people in Kaduna State, argued 
that the move by Fulani to bear 
arms, was a call to anarchy and 
another civil war in the land.

In a statement by its 
spokesperson, Luka Binniyat, in 
Kaduna recently, he pointed out 
if the Fulani herders would be 
allowed to form Vigilance Force, 
then, other ethnic nationality 
must be permitted to form 
theirs.

Consequently, the union 
urged the President, Major 
G e n e r a l  M u h a m m a d u  
Buhari(retd.) not to treat the 
move by Miyetti Allah to form a 
Vigilance Force with levity as 
usual.

SOKAPU noted that by now, 
the presidency ought to have 
moved swiftly to call for 
questioning the leadership of 
the Miyetti Allah group, saying, 
“That is what a serious country 
will do, he pointed.”

However, the union praised 
the Governor of Zamfara State, 
Bello Matawalle for forming a 
volunteer vigilante service to be 
trained by the Nigeria Police 

a different dimension of the 
winner takes it all. Pure 
politicking has also denied us the 
political will that should have 
been our base on issues driven 
ideas and developmental  
aspirations", he enthused.

 Sha however, blamed this on 
rising praise singing even when 
the leader was not doing well. He 
called on whoever wins the 
forthcoming 2023 election to 
reduce pure politicking, sit down 
and think and creatively because 
pure politicking lowers service 
delivery and could also bring lack 
of unity positive cohesion.

 He, therefore, commended the 
leadership of Plateau State NUJ 
for drafting this mind blowing 
topic, "I give whoever drafted 
this theme of this discourse 
99.9% and will be a pace setter in 
the political history of not only 
Plateau State, but the country as 
a whole.

 Earlier, the Plateau State 
Council Chairman of NUJ, Mr. Paul 
Pringkwap Jatau, said the 
political space over the years has 
not been encourage but and 
competitive and the council 
thought wise to bring this 
initiative and engage political 
analysts like Prof. Sha to discuss 
on the way forward.

On his part, the Chairman of 

the occasion who is also the 
Vice-Chancellor of Karl-Kumm 
University, Prof. Nanven 
Gambo, said, Plateau State has 
been in a cold. He expressed 
concern over the exchange of 
words on the social media and 
called on supporters to market 
their candidates in a decent 
way and stop over hitting the 
polity.

 Meanwhile, the Plateau State 
Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako 
Lalong, represented by the 
State Commissioner for 
I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
Communication, Hon. Dan 
Manjang, thanked Journalists 
on the Plateau for being 
gracious to his administration 

disclosed that, THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD Newspaper  
would be celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary and an Editorial 
Board has been set up to write 
a book on that.

 There were words of 
commendation from the 
National President of the NUJ, 
Comrade Chr is  Is iguzo, 
through his Vice President 
Zone "D", Comrade Chris 
Asaka, also, gubernatorial 
candidates of respective 
part ies were given the 
opportunity to showcase their 
manifestos.

he Director of Research, TNational Institute of Policies 
and Strategic Studies (NIPSS), 
Kuru-Jos, Professor Pam Dung 
Sha, has challenged politicians 
to reduce politicking that has 
been endemic to the progress of 
Plateau State and focus on 
issues driven compassion that 
goes with developmental 
aspirations.

 He gave the charge while 
delivering a lecture tittled; 
"Beyond Politicking: Harnessing 
Plateau Potentials", at a 
discourse organised by the 
Plateau State Council of the 
Nigeria Union of Journalists 
(NUJ) ahead of 2023 elections, 
held at Tamarald Events Centre 
Jos, the state capital Thursday.

 The don said, "as a student of 
Political Science, I will not ask 
anybody to not polit ick, 
participate and engage in it, but 
we also advise people to never 
stagnate at the level of 
politicking. We need to go 
beyond that and start thinking 
of development politics. This will 
not enable us take advantage of 
the huge endowment we have 
and harness our potentials.

 "It is unfortunate that 
currently, nationally and 
statewide, politicking has taken 

Facing up to Nigeria's 
healthcare saga

SOKAPU frowns at 
moves to form vigilante

From JOHN 
FWAH, KADUNA

Reduce pure politicking, focus on developmental aspirations-Sha

By EZEKIEL DONTINNA

SOKAPU spokesperson, Luka Binniyat
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because she was going to be given 
an award for the cause of peace in 
the state.

Starting from that year, our paths 
crossed regularly, while she served 
the nation in various states 
commands of the Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence Corps, I am aware 
she played roles that have become a 
reference point for me and many 
others; whose paths had crossed.

Suzane Yavala had recently been 
pulled out from the NSCDC having 
completed her tour of duty as 
Commandant in the NSCDC. 
Ordinarily, anyone would have 
wanted her to enjoy her retirement 
and last longer serving humanity. 
This prayer is always said to any 
person who is returning to rest on 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  w o r k  w i t h  
government.

Today, sadly, however, I am writing 
on the woman of peace in the past. 
How sad could this be! Suzane 
Rotjimwa Yavala came to mother 
earth as the first child to Nde 
Sylvester Shwarji Walbe, who 
retired as a Permanent Secretary; 
while her mother, Magdalene 
Bunchini Walbe, retired also as 
Home Economist with the Plateau 
State Government.

If you ever knew her parents; 
being the strict disciplinarians that 
they were, together with her 
siblings, they were brought up in the 
best of Christian tradition. Without 
doubt, that tradition must have help 
influenced them all over the years.

Having had stint at the University 
of Jos, her working career began 
with the Plateau State Government 
but she later transferred her service 
to Federal Ministry of Interior, 
working with the Nigerian Security 
and Civil Defence Corps. She 
became the pioneer Commandant, 
Plateau State Command. Being the 
hard-working officer that she 
became over the years, her services 
were utilized in other commands 
such as Delta, Akwa-Ibom in the 

T is not always that one is 
'forced' to write about loved Iones in the past. When you have 

to do so, there must be cogent 
reasons why they must be put on 
the spot. One of the reasons readers 
may be asking is: While they lived, 
did they impact on the lives of the 
people and communities they come 
from? Did they return home in a 
blaze of glory? Don't get it wrong: I 
am diminished in the death of any 
person. 

They may or may not be difficult 
questions to ask, however, our 
probing is not to ask why God has 
returned them to himself; but just 
so that their lives can serve as guide 
to many who may have come in 
contact with them while they are 
(were) alive.

I have since discovered that those 
I have often written about them in 
the past have, in more ways than 
one been shining lights to the lives 
of others. They have helped shaped 
the destinies of more people than 
they ever thought they may have 
done while alive.

When you spend time taking a look 
at their lives, you are the more 
encouraged to help; for in doing so, 
you are also putting on track many 
who may not have known them to 
the point one has taken them to.

In the family homes of these two 
families, there has been an 
outpouring of grief, sadness; 
however, one thing stands out: 
There is a palpable sense of 
fulfillment that their loved ones 
walked this earth touching lives and 
their various communities, and 
beyond.

Many organizations, individuals 
and family members on a daily basis 
have walked in and out of the 
homes; some of them not believing 
what has happened, but have had to 
express their heart-felt condolences 
in official letters and personal visits.

Such may have helped cushion 
their pains momentarily; as they 
often pay glowing tributes to the 
deceased; recalling what they did in 
the lives of individuals, of 
community members, church and 
society generally. Their loved ones 
will not return, yet, to be consoled 
they need the presence of others.

The two women, one by birth and 
the other by marriage are both from 
Kabwir in Kanke local government 
area of Plateau State. Both of them 
passed away in the same week at 
the age of 59 and 62 years 
respectively. God helping me, I shall 
endeavour to describe their lives in 
the way that best suits the 
description they are known for.

The painful passage of Isaac 
Wadak's PRO

You may not have known her. She 
was not loud, but I bet you, if you 
ever had met her before her 
passage on August 21, 2022 in 
Abuja after a battle with cancer, you 
would have fallen in love with her 
personality and character of her 
faith in God.

Her education at the famous 
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria 
enabled her get a wider view of the 
world; which made her made 
impactful foray into the business. 
Those who came into contact with 
her instantly had a different from 
what they held before they met her.

Zainab Asabe Wadak was the 

matriarch of Isaac Gofub Wadak's 
family been married on May 17, 
1997. She worked in the background 
to stabilize the home front, in more 
ways than one; but particularly in 
raising a family that had a 
foundation rooted in Christ.

Zainab was his wife until August 
21, 2022, when she was called home 
to rest, after battling ill health to get 
the best of treatment from the best 
of health institutions here and 
abroad for some time. At the point 
she knew that the pains were 
wearing her down, she had faith it 
was a lesson the Lord wanted her to 
learn as her family also.

Isaac Wadak, an accountant, 
former state chairman of the 
Chartered Institute of Taxation of 
Nigeria and a former Permanent 
Secretary in the Plateau State civil 
service, their two sons, Abba and 
Zingak and family are in great pain 
for the loss of a woman who was 
always on her knees interceding on 
their behalf.

The pains may have been 
enormous, but the assurance that 
she lived a life well dedicated to the 
Master would diminish the sadness 
of the loss. It is evident in the deluge 
of testimonies at the service of 
songs held in her honour at the St 
Pirans Church on September 2 and 
her burial which was held the 
following day.

You may not have known what she 
meant to them until you have heard 
from the widower. Indeed, you 
would appreciate the pains of the 
loss when described by the man who 
has spent a significant number of 
years together.

Isaac remembers the efforts to 
keep her alive during the struggle 
traversing even foreign countries to 
be attended to. It was time to return 
to her maker; for even in the last 
communications between husband 
and wife, she had this to say: Don't 
weep for me, for I know where I am 
going'.

There cannot be anything more 
reassuring that for one at the point 
of death to console her family to stay 
strong for her. She had reason to 
know where she was going. One of 
the letters of condolence delivered 
to the Isaac Wadak family; which 
was instructive came from the Fulbe 
Christian Association in Nigeria 
(FULCAN).

A jewel, the association wrote, has 
been snatched from us, and whose 
absence can never be filled. Precious 
it is in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints, says the 
Psalmist. She was a full member, 
herself being a Fulani from Wusasa, 
Zaria.

If you know Isaac Wadak and his 
late wife, Zainab, you would 
understand the degree of pain since 
her passage August 21. I have read 
some parts of the tributes by the 
husband, children, family and 
friends about the kind of woman she 
was while alive and the impact she 
made in their lives.

Don't throw away the fact that she 
is called Isaac Wadak's PRO. It is 
indeed instructive as it tells the story 
of a woman who stood in the gap for 
him, while checking on his agenda to 
know what activity he needed to 
attend. If he was not available for 
any, she stepped into his shoes and 
represented him well.

She was interred in a blaze of glory 
at her family compound on Gboko 
road, Jos after a funeral service at St 
Piran Anglican Church. She died at 
59.

Yavala: The Commandant 
who worked for peace

I cannot remember how I got to 
know her that I closely associated 
with her, but I do know that we have 
come a long way. However, I recall 
that during my tenure as state 
Secretary of the Nigerian Institute of 
Public Relations, Plateau State 
chapter, she served as daughter of 
honour in a programme initiated for 
the cause of peace, but basically 

same capacity.

In the course of her service, 
Suzane Yavala served at the zonal 
headquarters of Makurdi and 
Bauchi. In 2020, she retired having 
paid her dues as a dutiful officer of 
the law and setting examples that 
have become reference point as the 
Commandant, Bauchi Command.

It was in the course of her coming 
to her own that the Nigerian 
Institute of Public Relations (NIPR) 
Plateau State chapter observed the 
role she patriotically played in the 
aftermath of the 2001 crisis in Jos. 
She was honoured by the Institute in 
2004, as the NSCDC under her 
command in Plateau State were 
heavily involved in evacuating the 
dead as well as the injured to the 
hospitals and others to safer 
grounds for medical attention in the 
case of the latter. This was not an 
easy task, by any stretch of 
imagination possible.

In 2015, recognition came 
knocking again. A prophet in her 
case is with honour with her people. 
That was why, having helped in 
securing employment opportunities 
for young men and women into the 
service, she came recommended for 
an award by her people.

Those young men and women are 
today indebted to her. It is hoped 
that they will serve the nation the 
way and manner that she did; just 
so if they can leave her memory 
incandescent.

She was buried on September 2, 
2022 in Jos at age 62.

The governor appears to 
have gone 'mad'

In the last two months or so, a lot 
has happened in the PDP. No need to 
stress what has led to it; no Nigerian 
is oblivious of the development.

I hope that something is done fast, 
otherwise, many hospitals will be 
receiving patients in droves.

I shall soon return to this case soon 
and I hope to hear your own side.

gobum_katt@yahoo.co.uk

“When you spend time taking a look 

at their lives, you are the more 

encouraged to help; for in doing so, 

you are also putting on track many 

who may not have known them to the 

point one has taken them to.”

The home return of two good women

Wadak Yavala
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HE Nigerian public servant or 

those at the helm of affairs see Tthemselves as gods. It is the 

weight of the responsibility, the power 

that goes with it and the resources at 

their disposal to do with as they please 

that first puts them in this fool's 

paradise.
Secondly, the realisation that 

everything within the stipulated 

parameters is under you and everything 

answers to you- can easily go to 

somebody's head. Absolute power 

corrupts absolutely.
There are uncountable numbers of 

African leaders who took the issue of 

their power far beyond what it should 

be. One of such leaders was Idi Amin, 

the Ugandan dictator whose reign was a 

reign of terror. He committed so many 

atrocities including gruesome murder, 

rape, taking anything he wanted, 

maltreating foreigners. In fact, he was 

law unto himself. He was so power 

drunk that he gave himself the highest 

military rank that anyone could attain.
Idi Amin needed no prompting from 

anyone to unleash the dragon. He was 

conceited, inconsiderate, greedy, 

individualistic, self-serving. Most of our 

leaders share some of, if not most of 

Amin's attributes. Everyone takes the 

mantle of leadership with his own 

expectations. First on the list is to make 

sure he puts a plan in motion to make 

sure his family and himself will never 

experience poverty again in their life. 

That is the case in Nigeria, anyway. In 

developed nations, it is one of their 

reasons to write their name in gold, that 

is apart from the power it avails them.
Secondly, top on their priority list is 

paying back or compensating their 

strong supporters whose actions gave 

them the exalted position. This is a 

'must do' or else the leader would be 

called an ingrate.
 Recently, some political analysts 

opened my eyes to some subtle ways 

some people make sure the elected 

leader is indebted to them. One of the 

things they do the moment their 

acquaintance is declared winner of an 

election is to sew up to 20 caftans and 

bapban riga and present to the leader 

as a sign of goodwill. Unfortunately, 

some of these clothes are coming along 

with charms to force the one who wears 

it to become their puppet. It is borne out 

of the most selfish and wicked 

intentions. Such people often boast that 

'Mr Governor is in our hands'. God pass 

man.
There was a particular case I heard of. 

It was reported that if not for the 
financial assistance rendered by a 
particular wealthy man, a particular 
governor would not have scaled 
through to emerge winner of the 
gubernatorial race. Money politics. 
Afterwards, when it was payback time, 
no quality of contract was deemed good 
enough to repay Mr Good's generous 

action. As a result, they don't see eye to 
eye.
One public servant complained that 

the amount of requests he gets for 
financial assistance on a daily basis will 
take millions to take care of. To be on 
the safe side, he only helps the sick and 
his wife handles the hungry. In spite of 
that, they have been called names- that 
they are tight- fisted and insensitive to 
people's needs.
 In his words: “Some people think we 

have our local government's account at 
our disposal to do as we please. Every 
kobo has to be accounted for.”
A lady whose husband was once a 

member of the State House of Assembly 
said they used to start receiving visitors 
from the break of dawn till the setting of 
the sun. And the language was the 
same: Request for financial assistance 
to feed the family or pay school fees. 
This lady reported that they used to 

eat their breakfast, lunch and dinner 
with the visitors. On top of it, her 
husband would try his best to take care 
of their problems. It is no wonder she 
was disappointed when she overheard 
somewhere that her husband is tight-
fisted. It's like they are insatiable and 
they will prefer one to be corrupt to 
satisfy them.
So many of us celebrate former 

Governor Dariye as a very generous 
man who gives money to anyone he 
come across. That seems to be the 
criteria. If you want to be celebrated, 
throw money around, your flaws will be 
forgotten.
It is a common practice that the 

moment one makes it known that he is 
an aspirant, invitations for launching, 
fund raising and chairing occasions 
begin to flow. Have you noticed that it is 
usua l l y  dur ing  e lec t ioneer ing  
campaigns that churches begin fund 
raising, musicians begin album launch 
and so many political groups come back 
to life?  All these entail money. We make 
it look as if they have to win a popularity 
contest in which language is money.
It is for this reason that when they 

ascend the throne, they te l l  
themselves, it is payback time. To be in 
our good books, they have to borrow 
from sharks and they are often up to 
their necks in debt before ascending the 
throne.
We  a r e  a l l  a c comp l i c e s  t o  

embezzlement- the religious bodies 
that expect too much from our public 
officers to the loafers that expect them 
to take care of all their needs. We are all 
gui l ty  of  swindl ing our loca l  
governments and states huge sums of 
money because without remorse, we 
ask our leaders to sponsor, fund, 
provide, and take care of issues outside 
governance.
Until we become responsible citizens, 

we can never have responsible leaders. 
Until we allow them to follow the right 
path as dictated by law and their oath of 
office, we are never going to be taken 
seriously by the comity of states.

How we make 
public officers steal

H E  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  TCommittee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) says it has 
engaged 700 youths for 
conduct of drain clearance 
exercise to control perennial 
flood in Borno.

This is contained in a 
statement by Mr Musa Aliyu, 
Project Field Officer, Cash-
for-Work project, recently in 
Maiduguri.

He said the organisation 
had engaged the youths for 
desilt exercise at Bulumkutu, 
D a l a  a n d  B u l a b u l i n  
communities in Maiduguri 
and Jere Local Government 
Areas of the state.

H e  s a i d  t h e  B o r n o  
Environmental Protection 
Agency (BOSEPA) had 
deployed 35 environmental 
workers to facilitate effective 

supervision and conduct of 
the exercise.

“ T h e  t o t a l  d i r e c t  
beneficiaries of the project is 
735 with over 100,000 
indirect beneficiaries across 
t h e  t h r e e  s e l e c t e d  
communities..

“The objective is to support 
and create temporary 
employment opportunities in 
t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  b y  
e n g a g i n g  t h e  m o s t  
vulnerable to conduct of 

ORMER  P r e s i d en t  FGoodluck Jonathan on 
Saturday urged young 
people to reject those 
trying to divide the country 

desilt exercise, and earn an 
income to enable them to 
cater for their needs,” he 
said.

The project, he said would 
control flood, clear waste, 
enhance sanitation as well 
as improve the social and 
economic wellbeing of the 
people.

According to him, the 
organisation has cleared 
over 125 kilometers of drain 
in the communities under 
t h e  2019  an d  2021  
exercises. (NAN)

with ethnic and religious 
politics ahead of the 2023 
elections.

He made the remark 
while giving a speech in 
Owerri at the 80th birthday 
sympos ium of  Ch ie f  
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu.

Jonathan noted that 
Nigeria's politics is steeped 
in ethnicity and religion “to 
the detriment of our 
country and our own 
collective roots. I think we 
need to reduce this.”

He added: “Collectively, if 
we work together and 
a c c o m m o d a t e  o u r  
differences, we can build a 
nation where everybody 
would have a sense of 
belonging. And everyone's 
r i g h t s  w o u l d  b e  
guaranteed.

“That is the way we must 
go a Nigeria where justice 
and equality reigns.”

HE Police in Jigawa Thave arrested a 37-
year-old man for alleged 
murder of his parents in 
G a g a r a w a  L o c a l  
Government Area of the 
state.

The Police Public Relations 
Officer (PPRO), Jigawa 
Command, DSP Lawan 
Shiisu, confirmed this in a 
statement in Dutse on 
Thursday.

Shiisu said the suspect 
was arrested after he 
allegedly attacked his 
father, mother and two 
others with a wooden 
pestle.

Those attacked by the 
suspec t  a re ,  Ahmad 
Muhammad, 70, Hauwau 
Ahamadu ,  60 ,  Ka i l u  
Badugu, 65 and Hakalima 
Amadu, 60.

The PPRO said that a team 
of policemen evacuated the 
victims to Gumel General 
Hospital, where Ahmadu 
Muhammad and Hauwau 
Ahmadu were certified 
dead by a medical doctor 
due to the injuries they 
sustained in the attack.

Shiisu said the other two 
victims were on admission 
a t  t h e  ho sp i t a l  f o r  

treatment.
“Today, at 11:30 a.m., 

information received had it 
that one Munkaila Ahmadu 
of Zarada-Sabuwa village 
in Gagarawa LGA of Jigawa, 
used a wooden pestle and 
attacked the following 
persons:

“Ahmadu Muhammad, 
the village Head of Zarada-
Sabuwa, Hauwa Ahmadu, 
Kailu Badugu and Hakalima 

Amadu, all of Zarada -
S a b u w a  v i l l a g e  i n  
Gagarawa LGA.”

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  
preliminary investigation 
revealed that the deceased 
were the biological parents 
of the suspect.

The Commissioner of 
Police in the state, Aliyu 
Tafida, directed for discreet 
investigation into the case, 
after which the suspect 
would be charged to court. 

Man, 37, kills parents 
in Jigawa

Flood: ICRC engages 700 youths 
for drain clearance

Reject ethnic, religious politics,
Jonathan advises youths

Zulum

Alkali
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HE calls it was gathered, 
became necessary  
following rising interest T

in the nation's electoral 
process by citizens in the 
diaspora.
In  an  in te rv iew w i th  

B u s i n e s s D a y ,  R o t i m i  
Oyekanmi ,  ch ie f  p ress  
secretary to  the INEC 
c h a i r m a n ,  s a i d  t h e  
commission had no laws 
allowing it to do so at the 
moment.
“The current operative law 

does not allow diaspora voting. 
The National Assembly needs 
to amend the law to allow it. 
Once that is done, the 
commission will put the 
machinery in  p lace to  
i m p l e m e n t  s u c h  l aw,”  
Oyekanmi said.
He said the commission was 

doing everything possible to 
bring all Nigerians, whether 
within the country or outside, 
to actively participate in the 
nation's electoral process.
Mahmood Yakubu, chairman 

of INEC, had recently urged 
the National Assembly to 
expedite action on the 
amendment of sections of the 
Constitution and the Electoral 
Act (2010 as amended) to 
make way for Nigerians living 
outside the country to 
participate in the electoral 
process and vote.
He made the call when 

members of the Senate 
Committee on Diaspora and 
N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l  
Organisations, led by its 
chairperson, Rose Oko, visited 
t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ' s  
headquarters in Abuja.
Yakubu said: “INEC believes 

that Nigerians living outside 
the country should have the 
right to vote for a variety of 
reasons: they are citizens of 
Nigeria interested in the affairs 
of their own country; they 
m a k e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
contribution to the economy 
through huge financial inflow 
to the country; there is a 
sizable amount of Nigerian 
citizens living outside the 
country; and Diaspora voting 
is consistent with global best 
practices.
“Allowing Nigerians living 

abroad to vote will allow 
Nigerians in diaspora to 
register and vote in their 
country of residence… For this 
to happen, several sections of 
the Constitution and the 
Electoral Act have to be 
amended to provide for the 
legal framework to allow for 
registration and voting by 
citizens living in the diaspora.”
A b i k e  D a b i r i - E r e w a ,  

chairman and chief executive 

of the Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission, had recently said 
there was a need for Nigeria to 
consider exploring diaspora 
voting in the 2023 general 
election.
D a b i r i - E r e w a ,  w h o  

commended Nigerians in the 
diaspora over their consistent 
contributions and aid to the 
economy pre and post-COVID-
19 pandemic through foreign 
exchange remittances, urged 
stakeholders to continue to 
engage the National Assembly 
to amend relevant sections of 
the law to enable INEC 
accommodate Diaspora voting 
in the 2023 general election.
The National Assembly 

however, had, during the 
r e c e n t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
Amendment exercise, rejected 
the bill for an Act to alter the 
provisions of the Constitution 

of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, 1999, to provide for 
diaspora voting, and for 
related matters. 
Speaking on the issue, 

Christian Okeke, a Political 
Science lecturer at the Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, Awka, said 
that making diaspora voting 
possible in Nigeria is not rocket 
science but that it is a process 
that  bas ica l ly  requ i res  
legislation, technology and 
data to materialise.
Okeke told BusinessDay that 

Nigerians in the diaspora 
reserve the right to participate 
in the process of choosing their 
country's leaders.
He said: “However, whereas 

some African countries have 
continued to be shining 
examples on a number of 
issues, particularly Kenya, on 
diaspora voting, Nigeria keeps 

paying lip service to such 
issues and lagging behind on 
many fronts.
“Take for instance, National 

Assembly has critical role to 
play in actualising diaspora 
voting by way of enacting 
relevant legislation. The two 
Chambers know this. They 
know that Section 77(2) of the 
1999  Cons t i t u t i on  ( a s  
a m e n d e d )  r e s t r i c t s  
registration and voting to 
persons residing in Nigeria 
only.”
“Whereas the way out would 

have been to amend this 
section, yet diaspora voting 
was conspicuously missing in 
the recent constitutional 
a m e n d m e n t s  b y  t h e  
p a r l i a m e n t .  E v e n  t h e  
necessary guidelines and 
policies to smoothen the 

amendment process were not 
formulated and have remained 
on the drawing board,” Okeke 
added.
The university lecturer 

further observed that a reliable 
technology for diaspora voting 
is yet to be developed.
He said: “As we speak, there 

is morbid fear about the 
g e n e r a l  s e c u r i t y  o f  
technologies in Nigeria. Their 
reliability and integrity have 
always raised doubts, the 
same way no one can vouch 
that the personnel to man the 
technologies are patriotic, 
professionals and men of 
honour. As it stands, there is 
no guarantee that the political 
elite will not sabotage the 
integrity of the technology-
driven process.
“On the other hand, the 

country currently struggles 
with up-to-date information on 
the actual number of her 
citizens presently living 
abroad. The dearth of data 
makes it difficult to enable 
diaspora vot ing in the 
country.”
He, however, said: “There is 

strong belief that any day the 
political elite in the country get 
determined to effect the 
necessary  changes  fo r  
common good, including 
diaspora voting, that would be 
achieved and Nigeria will join 
the league of states that 
respect the rights of her 
citizens abroad to vote in.
BusinessDay

Why diaspora voting may not be possible – INEC
The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) has said it does not as yet have the enabling laws to carry out diaspora voting in 2023. The explanation came amid 

calls by many Nigerians that it was high time Nigeria toed the path of other countries in Africa that allow their citizens resident in other countries to exercise their franchise in 

their home countries.

Mahmood

“INEC believes that Nigerians living outside the country 
should have the right to vote for a variety of reasons: they are 
citizens of Nigeria interested in the affairs of their own 
country; they make considerable contribution to the economy 
through huge financial inflow to the country; there is a sizable 
amount of Nigerian citizens living outside the country; and 
Diaspora voting is consistent with global best practices. 
Allowing Nigerians living abroad to vote will allow Nigerians 
in diaspora to register and vote in their country of residence… 
For this to happen, several sections of the Constitution and 
the Electoral Act have to be amended to provide for the legal 
framework to allow for registration and voting by citizens 
living in the diaspora.”

Dabiri-Erewa
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F you have been following 
events on the Plateau in 
the last couple of months, I

then you must be familiar with 
the controversy surrounding the 
Jos Ultra Modern Main Market. 
You will recall that the market, 
popularly known as Terminus 
Market which was said to be the 
largest modern indoor market in 
West Africa, got burnt in 2002. 
Ever since, it has remained a 
shadow of itself with no hope of 
regaining its lost glory despite 
efforts by past administrations in 
t h e  s t a t e .
T h e n  c a m e  t h e  L a l o n g  
administration, who thought it 
wise to rebuild the market once 
considered as the pride of 
Plateau. In his efforts, Governor 
Simon Bako Lalong approached 
the management of Jaiz Bank, 
requesting to partner with it on 
the rebuilding project. 

Jaiz Bank by the way operates 
an Islamic and Sharia compliant 
banking system in Nigeria. 
Accord ing  to  repor t s ,  a  
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) was expected to be signed 
between the Plateau State 
government and Jaiz Bank to 
rebuild and reconstruct the burnt 
Jos Main Market at the tune of 
about  ten  b i l l i on  na i ra .
Details from the agreement 
showed that upon completion of 
the market, Plateau State will 
own fourty percent shares while 
Jaiz Bank gets to have more 
control by owning the remaining 
sixty percent shares. The 
decision arrived at was based on 
the fact that the project is to be 
fully funded by the bank. 

The Plateau State government 
will only provide land, security 
and an enabling environment 
with the project billed to be 
completed within the period of 
twelve months while duration on 
the proposed deal is to run for a 
period of fourty years. This terms 
and conditions of course did not 
go down well with most 
stakeholders on the Plateau as it 
faced condemnations and 
backlash, resulting in a huge 
controversy.

The heightened reactions 
generated however, prompted a 
call for all legislators of the 
Plateau State House of Assembly 
to engage their constituents in 
order to create more awareness 
and better enlightenment on the 
MoU and benefits deriveable 
thereof. 

It was also hoped that the 
feedback gotten from the 
meet ings in  the var ious 
constituencies will inform the 
lawmakers position on the 
mat ter.  As  the  peop le ' s  
representatives, it behoves on 
them to ensure that their 
constituents who are major 
stakeholders have a say 
c on ce rn i ng  t he  p r o j e c t .
Leading the meeting in Kanke 
Local Government Council was 
the member representing Kanke 
constituency who is also the 
House Deputy Majority Leader, 
Hon. Wallok Goma. He was in 
company  o f  the  counc i l  
Chairman, Hon. Henry Gotip, the 
District Head of Amper Nde 
Emmanuel Koprit and other 
traditional rulers, including 
former legislators, religious 
leaders and politicians from the 
area. 

The lawmaker did not mince 
words when he spoke on the 
importance of the infrastructure 

hall meeting will give the needed 
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  
government to sign the MoU. 
Interestingly, some of the 
constituents obliged and were 
emphatic on some areas like the 
fourty years duration, the sixty 
to fourty percent stake while 
insisting that the issue of 
insurance must be revisited 
before signing the agreement or 
a n y  d o c u m e n t .
In Mangu North East, the 
member and representative 
Hon. Adamu Abdul Yanga began 
the day's engagement by 
educating and enlightening the 
people on the significance of 
rebuilding the once revenue 
spinning terminus market. Hon. 
Yanga apart from conscientizing 
his people on the rationale 
behind the choice of Jaiz Bank to 
handle the project noted that 
the primary aim of government 
was to revamp commercial 
activities which Plateau was 
known for. 

Stakeholders in Mangu worthy 
o f  ment ion ,  gave  the i r  
affirmation to the government to 
g o  a h e a d  w i t h  t h e  
reconstruction of the market. An 
interesting thing noticed was 
their expression of dismay at the 
negative commentaries going 
on in the public domain 
concerning the project. Many 
wondered why using Jaiz Bank 
should be an issue when it is for 
the benefit and betterment of 
t h e  s t a t e .
For the people of Pankshin North 

constituency, the planned 
Memorandum of Understanding 

between the two parties involved 
must be put on hold until certain 
gray areas are addressed. Like 
other legislators, Hon. Philip 
Peter Dasun representing 
Pankshin North constituency 
parleyed with his constituents 
before arriving at the decision 
taken. The meeting had in 
a t t endance ,  t he  counc i l  
Cha i rman Hon.  Kadmena 
Goteng, the state Commissioner 
for Higher Education Dan Hirkop, 
Deputy Leader of Pankshin 
legislative arm Hon. Panman 
Tokat with other stakeholders 
made up of youth and women 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .
In the lawmaker's words:

 "At the end of our Pankshin 
t own  ha l l  mee t i ng  w i th  
stakeholders, following the fact 
that this matter is a very critical 
one and has attracted the 
interest of the whole state, we 
arrived at two basic decisions, 
that consultations be widened 
a n d  d e e p e n e d  t o  t h e  
understanding of the common 
man in the village and that gray 
areas especially the fourty years 
of administration of the shops 
and the sixty percent share to be 
dispatched by Jaiz Bank be made 
clearer to the understanding of 
the common man if not, such 
MoU should not be signed". 
Toeing the line of his colleagues 
on the economic benefits of 
rebuilding the project, House 

in question, as he demanded that 
the people be educated on the 
nitty gritty of the project. As far 
as Wallok was concerned, this will 
avail them the opportunity to 
contribute by offering useful 
advice that would help the state 
government actual ize i ts  
i n t e n t i o n s .
Mr. Peter Dogo, a member of the 
state technical team on the 
project who was on ground to 
shed    more light advised 
stakeholders f rom Kanke 
cons t i t uency  t o  suppo r t  
government on this project. He 
expressed optism that the town 

JMMA: Between lawmakers and constituents

Majority Leader and member 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  M i k a n g  
constituency Hon. Na'anlong 
Gapyil Daniel opined that 
rebuilding the burnt Jos Main 
Market will no doubt create a 
robust avenue for revenue 
generation.

According to the legislator, for 
many years Plateau was 
referred to as a 'civil service 
state' simply because of its low 
economic and commercial 
activities. He was of the view 
that had the market been in 
existence, this notion would not 
have come up in the first place. 

For him, it was time to change 
the narrative, hence the need to 
r e b u i l d  t h e  m a r k e t .
While  making clarifications on 
the MoU, Na'anlong disclosed 
that the state government had 
on three occasions approached 
Jaiz Bank before the financial 
institution finally gave its 
consent to embark on the 
project. The lawmaker who did 
not hide his approval described 
Jaiz Bank as a serious financial 
and business entity that is 
willing to commit hundred 
percent of its resources on the 
project. 

He equally revealed that some 
details in the MoU were arrived 
at after the bank undertook a 
feasibility study of specifications 
i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t .
The council Chairman Austin 
Bako on his part, said he did not 
see anything wrong with the 

idea as he encouraged the 
people to support the idea so 
that government can improve 
the state economic potentials. 
M a i n  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  b y  
stakeholders was that of security 
around the market. They were 
also of the view that the interest 
of Plateau people must be 
protected at all cost, especially 
in the final draft of the MoU. 

Majority of them expressed fear 
at the sixty percent shares 
allocation for shops given to the 
bank. Those in attendance 
included the Miyom of Garkawa 
Joseph Dabup, former council 
Chairman Daniel  Kungmi 
a m o n g s t  o t h e r s .
It was indeed not different in 
Bokkos as Hon. Amurudu Usaini, 
member representing the 
constituency tasked his people to 
pay attention to the details since 
it was the desire of government 
for legislators to generate 
feedback on the issue. Even 
though members of Bokkos 
constituency did not object to the 
idea of rebuilding the market, one 
of the women representatives 
Victoria Yusuf insisted that 
government  should use local 
contractors while advicing that 
ongoing projects be completed 
first. In attendance during the 
town hall meeting were the 
council Chairman Joseph Goluwa, 
the Permanent Secretary Ministry 
of Tourism and Culture Issac 
Maren as well as a former SGS 
Lita Shindai amongst others.

Goma Dasun











AST week, one of my eyes was 
inflamed. Geek mode. I was Lwriting a coding project. No 

sleep for two days. I decided to buy 
over the counter medication. By the 
time I finished reading the side 
effects, I decided to keep my 
inflamed eye to myself. “Swollen 
throat, stinging or burning in the eye, 
blurry eyesight. This only should last 
for a short time”. So the literature 
says. But my eyes were inflamed in 
the first place! I called up my friend, 
who sells pax herbal medicine to ask 
if she had something for my 
condition and she said no. Why can 
we not have Nigerian herbal eyedrop 
nah.I did not use that eye drop o. If 
my throat swells, I may not be able to 
breathe. I resorted to anti-
inflammatory herbs such as ginger, 
thyme and turmeric in tea form and it 
worked. Inflamed eye came back to 
normal….I wish I had documented 
my great Aunt's herbal medical 
practice.

My friend, Anita, is a herbal 
medicine practitioner. Her daughter 
is a new medical doctor who 
graduated last year. You should hear 
the medical arguments we have, my 
friend and I on one side (the 
herbalists), the medical Doctor on 
the opposing side. However, this 
doctor has a soft spot for herbal 
medicine and actually treats her 
malaria fever with her mother's 
herbs and uses her mother's herbal 
skin care products and teas…. She 
trained abroad. She told me that I 
could use my shea butter on my skin 
after using my moisturizer as this 
would seal in the moisturizer. She 
outlined all the vital properties of 
shea butter including its use as 
sunscreen.  That  i s  A f r i can  
dermatology if you ask me. I pray 
that my friend's daughter keeps this 
open mind and continues to see the 
potentials in African medicine. I wish 
all Nigerian doctors could work with 
our Nigerian medicine practitioners 
in teams. Integration of the two 
medicines is a possibility through 
scientific innovation and education.

Often, while watching my friend 
and her daughter, a thought crosses 
my mind. I wonder why we cannot 
marry our traditional medicine with 
western medical practice in our 
general hospitals. I wish for the day 
our general hospitals will marry our 
African medicine with western 
medicine. When doctors form teams 
in hospitals, who says that we cannot 
have an African medicine medical 
doctor as a part of the team? Who 
says that we cannot have a 
department of Nigerian medicine in 
our medical schools? How did the 
Chinese start their multi-billion-
dollar herbal and traditional 
medicine export industry? All that we 
need is research and innovation to 
make Nigerian medicine a good 
alternative to western medicine and 
a foreign exchange earner. Who says 
that we cannot open an African 
Medicine and Science University?

 It is time to marry what we have 
with what we have borrowed for 
maximum value creation in the 
health sector for the economic 
growth of this sector and the 
economy as a whole. We can create 
cheaper alternatives for the less 
privileged in society. We can create a 
new health tourism and foreign 
exchange earner. Why not? First and 
foremost, locally grown nigerian 
herbs are not as expensive as 
western medicine, and some people 
say that it addresses the root causes 
of diseases better than western 
medicine. Secondly, the economy is 
rough. It will not hurt anyone if we 
have alternatives to choose from. 
One may decide to be treated using 
either herbs or western medicines. 
This is helpful but requires some 
work.

There is economic value in 
developing our traditional medicine, 
especially for export.China churns 
out a lot of foreign exchange from its 
traditional medicine. From herbal 
teas to acupuncture. My friend 

have African massage as stress or 
medical therapy and export it to the 
west as an exotic therapy? Maybe 
120 pounds per session. If that 
money gets wired back into the 
economy, that 

Imagine investing in the research 
and development of our traditional 
medicine to the point of making it our 
first choice in the treatment of 
diseases. Imagine exporting our 
traditional herbal medicine to the 
point where it become a foreign 
exchange earner. Just like in the 
Nigerian movie and music industry. 
Yes, we can. We do not listen to 
western music anymore. Nigerian 
music and movies are now global 
delicacies and so are our dance and 
fashion. Many years ago, Hollywood 
was the go-to for movies but today, 
Nollywood is going toe to toes with 
Hollywood. The result is that our 
local Nigerian music and movies are 
now foreign exchange earners, and 
the world is paying hard currency for 
the two. Many years ago, this was 
unimaginable.

The following is an excerpt from 
alcimed.com published in an article 
titled Traditional Chinese Medicine: 
C u r r e n t  L a n d s c a p e  a n d  
Opportunities for the Pharma 
Industry .Trad i t iona l  Ch inese 
Medicine (TCM) often raises doubts 
with its unconventional use of tonics 
and needles to treat diseases. This 
ancient form of medicine has since 
been gaining acceptance outside of 
China and even being practiced by 
Western doctors in renowned 
hospitals. TCM has also grown into a 
huge industry. In China alone, sales 
revenue of TCM reached 742.7 billion 
yuan (an equivalent of about 96.6 
billion euro) in 2017 .The Alcimed 
Healthcare team attempts to 
c h a l l e nge  t h e  s t e r e o t y pe s  
surrounding Traditional Chinese 
Medicine to present the facts and 

interventions and external ly 
administered treatments. Oral 
interventions can be loosely 
differentiated as herbal therapy and 
food therapy. It is believed that every 
individual is different and would 
require a specific combination of 
herbs and food to ensure a healthy 
body. Externally administered 
treatments mainly revolve around 
the idea of energy, or Qi. 
Acupuncture is one such external 
treatment that will be able to restore 
the d isease-caus ing energy 
imbalance by unblocking key 
acupoints through which the energy 
flows.

Patients can benefit from TCM as a 
complementary treatment. One 
concern about the use of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine is the lack of 
rigorous scientific testing in proving 
safety and efficacy of treatment. 
Although not scientifically proven 
and thus not recommended to be a 
standalone treatment, TCM has been 
accepted as a complementary 
treatment in many diseases. In a 
systematic review by a group of UK-
based scientists, herbal therapy has 
been found to improve quality of life 
in non-small cell lung cancer 
patients, where better weight 
stability and reduction in side effects 
of chemotherapy such as anemia, 
has been observed. The result raises 
the possibility of using TCM as 
adjuvant in non-small cell lung 
cancer chemotherapy to improve 
compliance. Acupuncture has also 
been proven effective in providing 
pain relief for conditions such as 
chronic shoulder pain and migraine.

Even in the current coronavirus 
pandemic, Traditional Chinese 
Medicine has played an integral part 
in China's fight against the virus. In 
the absence of global treatment 
guidelines, TCM has been employed 
as preventive remedy to hopefully 
boost immunity in the healthy 

population. TCM is also prescribed 
alongside anti-viral drugs mainly in 
patients with mild and moderate 
symptoms. The aim is to be both 
curative (complementing anti-viral 
drugs in fighting the viral infection) 
and restorative (reducing side 
effects of anti-viral drugs and 
boosting overall immunity). About 
85% of COVID-19 patients in China 
has received TCM treatment. 
Chinese Centre for Disease Control 
and Prevention has compiled 
comprehensive national guidelines 
on the use of TCM in the handling of 
COVID-19 infection. This has since 
been translated into English and 
French and shared with the WHO.

There is an increasing acceptance 
and use of TCM globally, which leads 
to investment by pharmaceutical 
companies.  With increas ing 
globalization and more acceptance 
of traditional healing methods, TCM 
has been gaining popularity outside 
of the Chinese community. In fact, 
many renowned hospitals outside 
Asia like John Hopkins Hospital 
(Maryland, USA) and University 
College London Hospitals (London, 
UK) have set up specialized 
department on alternative medicine, 
with TCM being one of the focus 
areas. Traditional Chinese Medicine 
is also included in 11th revision of 
the International Classification of 
Diseases, which is overseen by 
WHO.This is an unprecedented 
milestone for TCM as its way of 
disease diagnosis, treatment and 
prevention is finally acknowledged 
by such renowned global body.

The pharmaceutical industry has 
also been looking into TCM for 
possible drug candidates. One 
notable example is Artemisinin, an 
essential component of Artemisinin, 
an essent ia l  component  of  
combination drug therapies to treat 
malaria. Artemisinin was derived 
from sweet wormwood, a commonly 
used herbs used in TCM. This 
discovery led to a Nobel Prize in 
Medicine for Tu Youyou in 2015. 
Novartis and Sanofi-Aventis are 
among the companies which have 
been produc ing artemis in in 
combination therapies drugs, with 
the support of WHO. Bayer also 
decided to enter the TCM market in 
2 0 1 4  b y  a c q u i r i n g  D i h o n  
Pharmaceutical Group Co., Ltd., a 
p r i v a t e l y  h e l d  C h i n e s e  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  c o m p a n y  
specializing primarily in over the 
counter and herbal TCM products. 
Through this acquisition, Bayer is 
looking to boost its research and 
development pipel ine, whi le 
entering the highly lucrative TCM 
market. The following excerpt is 
from alcimed.com.

From the forgoing, we can see that 
in diversifying the economy, we can 
also delve into Nigerian medicine 
and consider the prospect of 
becoming the next heavy weight 
exporter of traditional African 
traditional medicine to the world. 
The following is yet another excerpt 
from an article titled Traditional 
Chinese Medicine (TCM) – Does its 
contemporary business booming, 
and globalization really reconfirm its 
medical efficacy & safety?:

The driving factors for TCM growth
TCM has developed very quickly 

despite many challenges were faced 
in recent years. The rapid growth of 
traditional Chinese medicine has 
been spurred by several factors. The 
foremost one is that with great 
interest and belief in TCM, the 
practitioners strongly support and 
promote its development. The 
industry also plays an essential role 
in its fast growth. With easier access 
to the market and large investment 
in promotion, the TCM industry 
soared dramatically in the past 
years. It was reported by The World 
Bank that the trade in medicinal 
plants, herbal drug products and raw 
materials is growing at an annual 
growth rate between 5 and 15%. 
China's annual herbal drug 
production is worth US$48 billion 
with export of US $3.6 billion, 70% 
of which are raw herbs with much 
less added value. Another key factor 
is the government's support. To 
expand the market of TCM so as to 
promote the economic growth in 
China, the State Food Drug 
Admin i s t ra t i on  (SFDA)  has  
continuously deregulated the 
restrictions on TCM drug sales. The 
government began to classify 
prescription and OTC drugs in 1999. 
To date, 60,000 TCM and ethnic 
minority medical drugs have been 
approved, and 2088 pharmaceutical 
enterprises that have been approved 
by the Good Manufacturing Practice 
(GMP) of Medical Products are 
manufacturing Chinese patent 
medicines. The dosage forms of TCM 
medicines have increased from a 
traditionally limited number of forms 
such as pills, powders, ointments 
and pellets into more than 40, 
including dropping pills, tablets, 
pods and capsules, indicating 
marked improvement in the 
technological level of Chinese 
medicinal drug production, and 
initial establishment of a modern 
Chinese medicine industry based on 
the production of medicinal 
materials and industrial production 
and tied together by commerce. The 
third one is an increasingly aging 
Chinese population and a preference 
for TCM have also contributed its 
g r o w t h .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  
investigation by the Horizon 
Research Co. who have polled 
300,000 in China's 31 provinces, 
autonomous regions and cities from 
2007 until June 2010, it showed that 
more than 31% of the 100,000 
respondents said they turned to TCM 
as their first choices when they 
needed medical advice, while only 
6.8% preferred western medicine. 
Last but not least, TCM has always 
been regarded as a symbol of 
Chinese civilization. With a history of 
5000?years ,  TCM has  been 
considered to be superior to the 
western modern medicine by those 
supporters.

It is time to consider a University of 
Nigerian Medicine or a department of 
Nigerian medicine in all faculties of 
medicines in our universities. With 
some hope we should join China in 
the creation of traditional healthcare 
and wealth for the good of our people 
and our economy.
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Shola, leaves in Birmingham in UK. 
Nigerian by origin and  British by 
birth. He tells me that he makes out 
time to take good care of himself and 
the high point for his massage 
therapy is the acupuncture. He says 
it takes out all the stress in his body. 
For someone who works really hard 
and makes good money, spending 
some of it on self-care imported from 
China is worth his hard work. The 
acupuncture costs about 60 to 100 
pounds per session. We have African 
massage. The ijaw people can 
massage the body, down to the 
womb. They can fix bones. Human 
anatomy is their thing. That is 
medicine. Who says that we cannot 

opportunities that lie ahead.
Traditional Chinese Medicine brings 

a different approach to overall 
wellbeing. With a history of 3,000 
years, TCM is one of the world's 
oldest forms of medicine. It also has 
a radically different approach to 
disease as compared to its Western 
counterparts, as it combines medical 
knowledge with Chinese history and 
philosophy. Modern medicine 
focuses on providing disease-specific 
treatments or treating specific 
affected organs, while Traditional 
Ch i ne se  Med i c i n e  a ims  a t  
strengthening the overall health of 
the individual.

TCM comprises of both oral 

Nigerian traditional medicine and the economy 

Ehanire



How do we 
checkmate our 

thoughts? 
According to the 
word of God, the 
way we deal with 
thoughts is not by 

thinking other 
thoughts. We deal 
with thoughts by 
speaking words. 
According to the 
scripture, words 

spoken out of your 
mouth take 

thoughts captive. It 
is not possible for 
you to be thinking 

one thing and 
speaking a different 

thing out of your 
mouth and the 
same time. Our 

thoughts are 
controlled by our 

words.
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AST week, we ended by 
saying, if you do not take 
charge of your thinking L

and allow the word of God to 
rule your mind, you will never 
be able to defeat the spirit of 
fear. Today I want to add that 
you must learn to deal with 
wrong thoughts, ideas and 
suggestions that always paint 
negative pictures of the future 
and seek to fill you with terror 
and strip you of your 
confidence concerning your 
ability to enjoy the blessing of 
God. 
The moment you learn to do 

this, you will shut down the 
devil's power to operate in 
your life any further. Secondly, 
you must substitute negative 
thoughts with those that 
increase your confidence in 
God's word. The truth of God's 
word must rule over your mind 
so that you will give God the 
authority to begin to move by 
his power in your life. 
When we understand how 

deadly the spirit of fear is and 
how literarily Satan cannot 
perform his wicked will in our 
lives outside of the spirit of 
fear, we will understand how 
important it is to stop its 
operations. When fear is 
subdued, Satan is powerless. 
So the two things that will 

help you enjoy the blessing of 
God in any circumstance of 
your life is first, you must 
refuse to be afraid of any 
negative outcome that the 
devil suggests to your minds 
concerning any situation you 
are confronted with. Secondly, 
you must choose to trust God; 
which is what will open the 
door for the power of God and 
His great blessings to flow in 
your life. 
Now, you must understand 

that if the word of God tells 
you not to fear, that means 
you are empowered not to 
fear. The Bible tells you to trust 
God, therefore you have the 
capability if you are a child of 
God, if you are in Christ, to 
trust God. Trusting God is 
trusting in His word. Trusting 
God is listening to Him and 
what He has to say about the 
circumstance; no matter how 
life threatening it might be. 
God's power is more than a 
match for any circumstance. 
2Cor. 2:14 says; Now 

thanks  unto God, which 
always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the 
savour of his knowledge by 
us in every place. God has 
an answer for every difficulty 
or question of life. Our 
response should be to refuse 
to be afraid and to trust God. 
Now we have said that fear 

manifests itself through 
thoughts, ideas, imaginations 
and suggestions and when we 
learn to confront and to 
subdue them, we shut down 
Satan's operations in our lives. 
This might sounds simple but 

be

it is profound. Once you get 
the revelation that Satan's 
power is shutdown the 
moment the operation of the 
spirit of fear is shutdown, you 
rise up in power. When you 
expose the spirit of fear to 
the truth of God's word, 
Satan's power is neutralized 
and every evil and negative 
t h i n g  y o u  s e e  h i m  
manifesting will lose its 
power, fade away and 

becomes nothing. 
How do we checkmate our 

thoughts? According to the 
word of God, the way we deal 
with thoughts is not by 
thinking other thoughts. We 
deal with thoughts by 
speaking words. According 
to the scripture, words 
spoken out of your mouth 
take thoughts captive. It is 
not possible for you to be 
thinking one thing and 
speaking a different thing 
out of your mouth and the 
same time. Our thoughts are 
controlled by our words. 
When you open your mouth 

to speak, your ears listen to 
the words that come to them 
and your mind is forced to 
think in line with what your 
mouth is saying. Right now 
you can try this very simple 
experiment: Start counting 
from 0 to 10 in your mind and 
at some point, open your 
mouth and say another 
word, you will interrupt your 
counting. Your mind will go 
off the counting and go on to 
what you are trying to say. 
When you introduce words 

that are different from what 
you are thinking on, you 
interrupt your pattern of 
thoughts and force your 
mind to align or think on 

what you are saying. Jesus 
taught us this important 
principle in Matthew 6:31. He 
said; therefore, take no 
anx ious  thought  by  
saying, what shall we eat? 
or, what shall we drink? or, 
wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? The Bible is telling 
us that the way we take or 
embrace a thought is by 
saying. 
What you are saying is what 

you are holding and that is the 

direction your life will take. 
Remember, Proverbs 23:7 
says for as he thinketh in 
his heart, so  he. If you 
want to deal with fear, you 
must understand that the 
source of fear is found in your 
thoughts, ideas, imaginations 
and suggestions. 
When thoughts that produce 

fear for your future come into 
your mind and you find you 
are no longer able to see 
God's ability to take care of 
and provide for you and your 
loved ones, at that point you 
must open your mouth and 
speak the word. Speak boldly 
and interrupt negative 
thoughts by using the word of 
God to displace everything 
that seeks to contradict what 
is God's will for your life. Open 
your mouth and introduce a 
new pattern of thinking; 
introduce new thoughts. 
The Bible says in Proverbs 

12:18b that the tongue of 
the wise is health. As you 
speak words, you force your 
mind to think on what you are 
saying. Romans 8:6 say, for 
to be carnally minded  
death; but to be spiritually 
minded  life and peace. 
To be spiritually minded is 

simply to think in line with 
God's word. Jesus said in John 

is

is

is

6:63; it is the spirit that 
quickeneth; the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and 
they are life. In other 
words, when you think 
thoughts in line with God's 
word, they will produce life in 
you and open the door for 
God to operate. 
Today, start thinking 

thoughts like 1John 4:4; ye 
are of God, little children, 
and have overcome them: 
because greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in 
the world. Or thoughts like 
Isaiah 54:17 which says, No 
weapon that is formed 
against me shall prosper; 
and every tongue that 
shall rise against me in 
j u d g m e n t  I  s h a l t  
condemn. This is the 
heritage of the servants of 
the LORD, and their 
righteousness is of me, 
saith the LORD. 
Think also on Philippians 

4:19, which says, But my 
God shall supply all your 
need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. When you begin to 
think these thoughts and 
allow them the abide in you, 
you wi l l  see yourse l f  
preserved in the midst of 

disaster. You will see yourself 
provided for in the midst of 
scarcity and you will see God 
able to take care of you. 
It is the truth of God's word 

that displaces the lies of the 
devil; therefore open your 
mouth and speak it to your own 
hearing that you may interrupt 
those negative thoughts 
patterns. By so doing, you will 
disperse the feelings and the 
fear those thoughts produce. 
The more you speak God's 
word, the more you let His 
words abide in your mind, you 
will find that the more your faith 
rises to where you literarily you 
authorize God to function in 
your circumstances. 
In fact, as you speak God's 

word, you authorize angels to 
work on your behalf. You shut 
down the spirit of fear and 
effectively shut down Satan's 
operation in your life. The 
benefits of speaking God's word 
out loud are immeasurable and 
inexhaustible. Just act upon the 
word of God today. Put to 
practice these simple words 
shared to you today. The spirit 
of God will come upon you and 
you will start seeing God do the 
impossible in your life in Jesus 
name.

Fear not, trust God (23)
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T least seven people Ahave been killed in 
intercommunal violence in 
Sudan's southern Blue Nile 
state, weeks after large 
clashes in area, according to 
state officials.
At least 23 others were 

injured in the latest bout of 
violence, which occurred in 
two parts of the state. The 
cause was sti l l  under 
investigation on Friday, the 
Blue Nile state's security 
committee said.
T he  c omm i t t e e  a l s o  

announced a curfew in two 
large cities of al-Damazin 
and al-Roseires, according to 
the France-based Sudan 
Tribune news portal.
Activist Bashir Hassan 

Bashir told the news site that 
the violence appeared to 
stem from a dispute after 
members of the Hausa ethnic 
group sought housing in 
either public buildings or 
homes they had abandoned 
during the July clashes.
During that month, fighting 

between the Hausa and Birta 

Seven killed in tribal 
violence in Sudan

tribes left 105 people dead.
T h e  f i g h t i n g  f o r c e d  

thousands of people from 
their homes, with many 
telling Al Jazeera that 
ongo ing  f i gh t i ng  had  
complicated aid access to 
those internally displaced 
within the state.
The violence followed 

accusations from the Birta, 
who have long inhabited Blue 
Nile state, that the Hausa, 
who inhabit farming areas 
across the country, were 
trying to lay claim to parts of 
their land.
The Hausa have said the 

violence began after the Birta 
rejected their request to 
create a “civil authority to 
supervise access to land”.  
Sudan's military leaders, 
who seized power in October 
2021, have said they want to 
preserve the country's 
stability and are working to 

beef up security.
However, observers say the 

military takeover has created 
a security vacuum that has 
led to a resurgence in tribal 
violence in several areas that 
have long seen unrest.  
Recent violence has also 
broken out in the country's 
eastern coastal regions and 
in Darfur, despite the 
government reaching a 
peace deal with rebel groups 
in the western region in 
2020.
Protesters have accused the 

military rulers of failing to 
protect civilians and further 
stoking tribal conflict.

The UN experts did not 
reach a conclusion on 
whe the r  Rwanda  was  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  M 23 ,  
although research for the 
current report concluded 
before the rebels stepped up 
their offensive.

HE United States has 
called Iran's latest 
r e s p o n s e  i n  T

negotiations to revive the 
2015 nuclear deal “not 
constructive”.
The response came after 

Iranian state broadcaster 
IRIB quoted the country's 
f o r e i g n  m i n i s t r y  
spokesperson as saying 
Tehran submitted a text 
containing “a constructive 
approach aimed at finalising 
the negotiations”.
Iran's response was sent to 

European Union foreign 
policy chief Josep Borrell, 
who has been coordinating 
negotiations over returning 
to the 2015 deal, reached 
between Iran, the US, the 
United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, the EU, Russia and 
China, which saw Tehran 
agree to curb its nuclear 
ambitions in exchange for 
sanctions relief.
Former President Donald 

Trump unilaterally withdrew 
from the agreement in 2018, 
instead pursuing a policy of 
“ m a x i m u m  p r e s s u r e ”  
sanctions against Iran. 
Tehran has since expanded 
its nuclear programme, 
arguing the restrictions were 
void following the US 
withdrawal.
Iran has long denied it is 

seeking to develop nuclear 
weapons while saying it has a 
right to civilian nuclear 
infrastructure.
The latest back-and-forth 

between Iran and the 
adm in i s t ra t i on  o f  US  
President Joe Biden, which 
has prioritised returning to 
the deal since taking office in 
January 2021, follows a 
“final” proposal submitted to 
both sides in early August, 
b r e a k i n g  m o n t h s  o f  
deadlock.
Details of Iran's latest 

r e s p o n s e  w e r e  n o t  
immediately released, but 
the US State Department 
said it received the text via 
the EU.
“We are studying it and will 

US-Iran's response on 
nuclear deal 'not constructive’

respond through the EU, but 
unfortunately it is not 
construct ive,”  a  State 
Department spokesperson 
said.
Meanwhile, White House 

National Security Council 
spokesperson Adr ienne 
Watson said following the 
response: “Some gaps have 
closed in recent weeks – but 
others remain.”
Iran has called for stronger 

guarantees from Washington 
before a return to the deal, 
part icu lar ly re lated to 
sanctions that have crippled 
the country's economy.
Iranian President Ebrahim 

Raisi said the United Nations' 
a tomic  watchdog,  the  
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), should drop 
i t s  probe o f  Tehran 's  
suspected nuclear work at 
three undeclared sites.
The US has declined to 

discuss details but has 
opposed Iran's insistence on 
closing the investigation.
In what was viewed as a 

major turning point in early 
August, the US said Iran 
dropped one key stumbling 
block – that Biden reverse 
Trump's blacklisting of the 

elite Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps as a “terrorist” 
organisation.

Angolan opposition files legal challenge
N G O L I A ' S  m a i n  Aopposition party has 

filed a case with the country's 
constitutional court to seek 
the annulment of last 
month's election in which the 
ruling People's Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA) was declared the 
winner.
The August 24 elections 

were  the  mos t  ho t l y  
contested in the oil-rich 
country since its first multi-
party vote in 1992.
Taking just more than 51 

percent of the votes, the 
e l e c t o ra l  c o m m i s s i o n  
declared the MPLA the winner 
— prolonging the party's 
nearly five decades of 
uninterrupted rule and 
handing President Joao 
Lourenco a second term.
The National Union for the 

Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA) — a former 
rebel movement that fought 
a bitter 27-year civil war 
a g a i n s t  t h e  M P L A  

government that ended in 
2002 — took about 44 
percent, its best result ever.
In a late-night video 

address on Thursday, UNITA 
leader Adalberto Costa 
Junior, 60, repeated that the 
former rebel movement did 
“not recognise the final 
results” from the national 
electoral commission.
 “The MPLA did not win the 

election … we have been in 
peace for 20 years, and we 
now need to embrace a true 
democratic rule of law,” 
Costa Junior said in an 
address to the nation 
streamed on his Facebook 
page.
The UNITA leader said he 

expected the constitutional 
court and the commission to 
do their jobs by comparing 
their vote count with the 
party's vote tally, which has 
yet to be fully released.
UNITA decided to take the 

matter to court after its 
complaints were dismissed 

by the commission on 
Tuesday.
“We will do everything to 

ensure that all votes are 
effectively accounted for and 
respected,” Costa Junior 
said.
On its official Instagram 

account, UNITA said it had 
filed the lawsuit to annul the 
election, confirming an 
earlier report, which cited a 
source close to the party's 
leadership saying the case 
listed “several complaints, 
which amount to illegalities” 
c o m m i t t e d  b y  t h e  
commission.
UNITA has repeatedly said 

that it does not recognise the 
results of the vote and that 
various complaints have 
been filed with the electoral 
commission. The party has 
cited discrepancies between 
the commission's count and 
the party's own tally.
Though the commission has 

denied any wrongdoing, and 
insists the election was fair 
and transparent, four of the 
16 electoral commissioners 
did not sign off on the final 
results, expressing doubts 
about the process.
Earlier on Thursday, Artur 

Torres, a spokesperson for 

the Constitutional Court, 

explained that after the 

commission reaches a 

decision, the complainant 

can appeal before the court. 

The court now has 72 hours 

to inform all interested 

parties and another 72 hours 

to rule on the issue.
Analysts say the ruling 

party controls the court, 

which is led by a former MPLA 

m e m b e r ,  b u t  t h e  

government says it exercises 

its powers independently.
Prime Minister Lourenco, 

68, has pledged to press on 

with reforms in his second 

term, including privatising 

poorly-run state assets and 

continuing to clean up 

corruption.
But so far his reforms have 

failed to create a fairer 

distribution of Angola's vast 

oil wealth — Africa's second-

largest producer — which 

remains mostly in the hands 

of a few well-connected 

MPLA officials.
The MPLA has been the only 

party to govern the country 

since it gained independence 

from Portugal in 1975. But 

the ruling party saw its 

poorest showing this year, 

down from its victory with 61 

percent of the vote in 2017.
Turnout was low, with just 

about 45 percent of those 

registered casting their 

ballots.

Costa Junior

U P P O RT E R S  o f  
Dona ld  Trump 's  S

"Make America Great 
Again" (Maga) agenda 
a r e  a  t h r e a t  t o  
democracy, President 
Joe Biden has said. 
"Maga  f o r ce s  a re  

determined to take this 
country backwards," he 
said in a primetime 
speech in Pennsylvania. 
Top Republican Kevin 

McCarthy gave his own 
address, saying Mr Biden 
had "severely wounded 
America's soul".
The duelling speeches 

come two months before 
midterm elections, which 
will decide the power 
balance in Washington.
T h e  D e m o c r a t i c  

president delivered his 

speech on Thursday 
n i g h t  f r o m  
Independence Hall in 
Philadelphia, where the 
US Dec la ra t i on  o f  
Independence  was  
signed. He picked up his 
2020 campaign theme of 
restoring the "soul of 
America".
He said he was not 

condemning al l  74 
million Americans who 
voted for Mr Trump two 
years ago. "Not every 
Republican, not even a 
majority of Republicans, 
are Maga Republicans," 
he said.
" B u t  t h e r e ' s  n o  

question," Mr Biden 
continued, "that the 
Republican party today 
is dominated, driven and 

intimidated by Donald 
Trump and the Maga 
Republicans, and that is 
a threat to this country." 
Mr Biden said Trump 

supporters thought of 
the mob who stormed 
the US Capitol last year 
as patriots rather than 
insurrectionists.
"For a long time," he 

continued, "we told 
ourselves that American 
d e m o c r a c y  i s  
guaranteed. But it's not. 
We have to defend it. 
Protect it. Stand up for it. 
Each and every one of 
us."
In response, Mr Trump 

posted a defence of his 
Maga slogan and said his 
rival had "threatened 
America".

Throughout Mr Biden's 

speech someone was 

heard heckling and 

sounding a bullhorn, 

according to a BBC 

reporter at the scene.
Mr Biden addressed the 

disruption twice, saying 

t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e :  

"They're entitled to be 

outrageous. This is a 

democracy."
The president, who 

came into office pledging 

to unite the country, has 

recently sharpened his 

r h e t o r i c  a g a i n s t  

supporters of Mr Trump.
Last week Mr Biden 

equated what he called 

"extreme" Republicans 

with "semi-fascism".

Biden-Trump ideology threatens US democracy

Biden
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IVING at a time when the 
country is facing an 
unstable economy, high L

inflation rates, security and social 
challenges makes life to take a 
toll on many individuals and 
families. 
This is because people are the 

worst hit by such economic, 
security, social challenges as it 
affects their livelihoods, lifestyle, 
living costs, mental well bring, 
and other areas of their lives.  
I think what should be 

paramount in surviving the hard 
times is being resilient. This 
requires perseverance and 
creating a positive spirit and way 
to survive at all odds. 
According to Tony Robinson in 

her article titled "Simple things to 
do to get through hard times on 
lifehack.com, "Life is a series of 
peaks and valleys. Sometimes 
you're up, sometimes you're 
down. But it's the difficult times 
where we need a little more 
support and guidance".
"I'm a firm believer that it's how 

you respond in your moments of 
defeat that really defines the type 
of person you are.When you can 
improve your ability to navigate 
the difficult times, you not only 
live a happier life, but you also 
grow as person. Here's how to 
make getting through hard times 
less difficult" says Robinson.
Robinson however suggests the 

following proactive ways to cope 
with hard times and life 
challenges:
Stay positive
“Life is not the way it's supposed 

to be, it's the way it is. The way 
you cope is what makes the 
difference.” – Virginia Satir
I know this may sound cliche, 

but the thing about cliches is that 
they're typically true. Staying 
positive is only a small part in 
getting through the difficult 
times, but it's an important part. 
When you stay positive, you're 
putting yourself in the best 
position possible to not only 
make it through those bad times, 
but become a better person in the 
process.
You can do one of two things 

when life takes a turn for the 
worst. You can remain positive 
and remind yourself that there 
really is a light at the end of the 
tunnel and that you'll make it 
through, or you can curl up in the 
fetal position and relegate 
yourself to being nothing more 
than a victim of circumstance.
I'm not saying that you can 

never have a bad day, or get a 
little discouraged, or shed a tear. 
But I am saying you have to 
eventually pick up the pieces and 
start moving forward.
Get creative
There are times when you can't 

do much to change your 
situation. You just have to deal 
with it. But there are other times 
when you can actively work to 
make the situation better. The 
solution won't be in plain sight, 
because if it was you probably 
wouldn't have gotten in that 
situation in the first place. But if 

you can take a step back and see 
the bigger picture, you may 
discover somethings that can 
help you.
A great example of getting 

creative during a difficult time is 
the story behind Wrigley's gum. 
The founder, William Wrigley Jr. 
was a soap and baking powder 
salesman in the 1890's and he 
always offered free gum to all of 
his clients. With his career as a 
salesman taking a turn for the 
worst, he noticed one thing that 
forever changed his life; people 
loved the gum he gave away 
more than the products he was 
actually selling. It was that one 
creative insight that got him 
through that difficult time and 
made him a monumental 
success.
 Learn from the difficult times
“Facing difficulties is inevitable, 

learning from them is optional” – 
John Maxwell
When I find myself in middle of 

an ugly situation, I like to pick 
everything apart and see what 
went wrong and what I could've 
done differently. I always end up 
learning something that helps 
me and I eventually get a really 
clear picture of what I need to do 
to make sure I'm not in the same 
situation again. Or if I do find 
myself in a similar situation, I 
know what to do to minimize the 
difficulty of the situation.
It's easier getting through a 

difficult time when you know the 
chances of it happening again are 
slim to none.
Change it up
After you identify the key 

takeaways from your difficult 
time, you just need to make a 
change. If it's a change you can 
implement immediately, do it. 
You don't want be in the middle of 
a difficult situation longer than 
necessary. If it's something that 
you can't implement right now, 
take note of it so you can use it 
when the the situation calls for it.
But it's pointless to learn from 

the difficult times if what you 
learned doesn't directly affect 
your actions. I've really come to 
embrace the difficulties and 
struggles that life hands me 
because I know there's a silver 

lining in each one of them. You're 
a lot more resilient than you give 
yourself credit for.
Know what you're grateful for
Gratitude means showing 

appreciation for all the good in 
your life, instead of focusing on 
the negative. Get clear about 
what it is that you're grateful for.
Write out everything in gout life 

you can think of that you're 
g r a t e f u l  f o r  h a v i n g  o r  
experiencing. An even more 
powerful exercise is to think of 
the one person you're most 
grateful for, and write a note 
explaining why you're so grateful 
for having that person. Then give 
him or her a call and read that 
note to them. The difficult time 
you're going through will start to 
seem less significant when it's 
compared to everything that's 
going right in your life.
Focus on what you can control, 

not what you can't
Some situations are beyond 

your control and no matter what 
you do, you can't change a thing. 
You're setting yourself up for 
frustration when you focus your 
time and energy on things you 
can't control. You're also making 
the situation seem even more 
bleak than it actually is because 
you're focusing on the negatives.
You should instead focus on the 

things that are within your 
control because that's the only 

way you can make a change 
that's actually going to help you. 
Make a list of everything you can 
control about the situation and 
divert all of your focus towards 
those things. Anything that's not 
on the list, doesn't get any 
attention.
Realize you've come a long way
Sometimes we get so focused on 

the road ahead, that we never 
look back to see what we've 
already traveled. Give yourself 
credit for everything you've 
already done.
You'll give yourself a confidence 

boost when you realize that 
you've already made so much 
progress and the light at the end 
of the tunnel will get brighter.
Build up your community
Having the right people around 

you is one of the most important 
things you can do for yourself 
when the times get tough. You 
want to surround yourself with 
people who are loving, caring, 
honest, and available.
You need them to be loving 

because a little love always 

makes the bad days seem a little 

brighter. You need them to be 

caring because it helps to have 

someone who cares about your 

well being as much as you do.But 

you also need them to be honest. 

You need someone who can look 

you in the eye tell you truth. Their 

honesty may be that one piece of 

information you need to get 

through the tough time.
And you need them to be 

available. When you pick up the 

phone  l ook ing  fo r  some 

compassion or honesty, it helps to 

have someone who's actually 

going to answer. Community is 

also important because it helps to 

have someone who understands 

what it is that you're going 

through and can relate to your 

situation. If you can find a 

community who has been through 

what you're going through, you 

can find out how they made it and 

then apply that to your own life.
Be kind to yourself
You need to care for yourself to 

survive tough times. Take a walk 

through the park, lift some 

weights, read an amazing book. It 

doesn't matter what you do, just 

do something that gets your mind 

and body engaged at a higher 

level than wallowing in self pity.
Forgive
If someone else is at fault for the 

bad situation you find yourself in, 

the natural response is to harbor 

anger or resentment towards that 

person.
But what if instead, you forgave 

that person. You accepted what 

happened, but you no longer held 

it against them. You would feel 

better, because now instead of 

focusing on the negative feelings 

you have toward that person, you 

can focus on moving forward. You 

can't really get through a difficult 

time when your every thought is 

about how upset you are with the 

person who got you into that 

mess. It just makes things more 

difficult.
Or maybe the difficult time 

you're going through is a direct 

result of something that you did. 

I've been there before, and I 

know I continually beat myself up 

about it. I couldn't forgive myself. 

I almost felt obligated to be hard 

on myself.The problem with that 

is, it only makes things worse. You 

get caught in this revolving door 

of self hatred and feeling worse, 

and there's a swirl of anger and 

frustration and self doubt. Its 

ultimately a recipe for disaster.

Things to do to get through hard times
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O matter how much you 
love being alone, there's 
always a time when you N

need to confide in someone. But 
first, can this someone be 
trusted? Maybe you've found 
someone to talk to already, and 
then again, maybe you're still 
looking and keeping your 
problems to yourself. Either 
way, talking to someone about 
these problems is the right 
thing to do. But confiding in the 
wrong person can make your 
situation even worse than it was 
before.
Confiding in the wrong 

person
If you are talking to people 

about your problems, you may 
find that your information is 
spreading around. Someone 
you've confided in has told 
other people about your issues. 
It seems you've confided in the 
wrong person. But who can it 
be? Maybe you've told a handful 
of good friends. They were 
supposed to be your best 
friends, but someone may not 
be as true to you as you first 
thought. There are ways you 
can find out who betrayed you. 
Yes, some signs say you're 
confiding in the wrong person.
They talk about others 
If you're confiding in someone 

who talks negatively about 
others, then there's a good 
chance that what you've said to 
them will also become the topic 
of another conversation. Soon, 
what you've told them will be 
shared with someone else. 
Re m e m b e r  t h i s  s i m p l e  
statement:“If they talk to you 
about others, they will talk to 
others about you.”This is one of 
the biggest red flags to let you 
know you are confiding in the 
wrong person.
Steals the topic 
You could be talking to the 

wrong person about your 
problems if they change the 
topic. What I mean by changing 
the topic is not that they talk 
about other things. They try to 
revert the attention from your 
hurts to something that 
happened to them. While some 
people don't mean to be rude 
when they do this, others just 
aren't good friends.
 They're not good listeners
For instance, if you're telling 

t h e  s t o r y  a b o u t  y o u r  
misfortune, and they say 
something like,“Yes, that's 
terrible. It reminds me of this 
t ime someth ing  s imi la r  
happened to me.”Then they 
p r o ceed  t o  t a l k  abou t  
themselves. Yeah, confiding in 
this type of person won't make 
you feel any better. You 
certainly won't find a solution 
here.
They are not loyal 

Many things happen to us that 
we don't wish the whole world 
to know. So, we must have a 
friend who's loyal and able to 
keep our secrets.This is 
especially true when it comes 
to relationship problems. We 
usually don't want the whole 
town knowing about our 
breakup or divorce. And we 
know that we're confiding in 
the wrong person if they're 

telling everybody about our 
heartbreaks. They're just not 
loyal at all.
 Not supportive of how you 

feel
Good friends support you 

when you go through hard 
times. They also support you 
when you have good news, but 
not the news you want 
spreading around to everyone. 
If you're confiding in the wrong 

person, you'll notice that 
instead of taking your side, 
they'll want to examine all the 
reasons  you cou ld  be 
wrong.Yes, you could be 
wrong, it's true. But when you 
need support, you need 
someone on your side for a 
little while, and a true friend 
and confidant will do this. 
Beware of those who love to 
play devil's advocate, they can 

also be instigators as well.
 They aren't empathetic 

When you talk to people about 
something good or bad that's 
happened, do they even seem 
interested in what you're 
saying? If there isn't a smile or 
laugh for your good news, or 
sadness in their face for your 
bad news, then there is no 
empathy for you.You cannot 
confide in someone who lacks 
empathy. They're probably 
toxic people, to begin with, and 
will eventually cause you 
emotional harm if you keep 
talking to them. When you 
confide in someone who really 
cares, there will be many 
emotions shared between the 
two of you. 
Body language doesn't 

match words
Confiding in the wrong person 

will teach you something 
in teres t ing .  The i r  body 
language will convey the 
opposite of what they're saying 
to you. They may be saying 
positive things in response to 
your hurt, but they may also be 
having trouble keeping eye 
contact with you.They may say 
they support you, but they 
cannot sit still in their seat as if 
they're anxious to leave. You 
will notice these things more 
and more as you attempt to talk 
to them. But beware, don't talk 
to them too much because 
they're probably the same 
person who will not keep your 
secrets either.
Friends with the enemy
If you find yourself confiding in 

someone who's either related to 
or friends with the person who 
has hurt you, then you're 
obviously confiding in the 
wrong person.First, 90% of the 
time, relatives will never side 
with you against their own 
family, and friends of the enemy 
will listen to you sometimes just 
to get information to hurt you 
even more.F ind ing rea l  
friendsIf you must confide in 
anyone, it's best to talk with a 
tried-and-true best friend – 
maybe this is someone from 
childhood that you've kept in 
touch with all these years. Or it 
could be a friend who's proven 
their loyalty in other ways 
showing that they can be 
trusted. But always be careful 
who you tell your troubles to 
because some people only 
listen to start drama. I sincerely 
hope you have a few friends you 
can trust when times get hard, 
and even when you have great 
news, but news that's a bit 
private. If you have real friends 
like this, then you have the 
support you need.
Source: learningmind

Know who is truely a friend
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How harsh economy is distrupting property developers

The rapid depreciation in the 

value of the local currency has 

continued to have a telling 

impact on all sectors of Nigeria's 

economy – from aviation to 

manufacturing and everything in 

between – and for real estate, the 

past few years and months, 

many say, have been traumatic.
The bulk of input materials in 

the sector are imported. In the 

last 12 months, the naira has 

gone from less than N400 to the 

dollar to N700 to the dollar at the 

parallel market. The rapid drop in 

value of the naira has translated 

to a spike in prices, which 

naturally means that the end 

product is increasingly being 

priced out of the reach of many 

potential buyers.
Sources in the industry say the 

sale of some of the high-end 

properties has also been put on 

hold since the naira began its 

more recent free fall.
For developers, it is double 

whammy. Assets whose sales are 

do l l a r -denomina ted  have  

remained on the shelf months 

after the expression of interest. 

Some projects with timeline 

delivery have been delayed or 

s t o p p e d  m i d - w a y  i n t o  

construction. The bulk of facilities 

available to developers are short-

term, and for those denominated 

in dollar, losses begin to 

accumulate long before workers 

mobilise to the site.
“Assuming you brought in $1 

million and you change to N500 

million today,” said Dr. Alex Otti, 

former Diamond Bank CEO, “but 

tomorrow you have to take it 

back, and you have to spend 

N700 million to get the $1 

million, from that point of view, 

you understand that it's tough.”
Historically, some of the biggest 

challenges in the sector have 

been high-interest rates and 

forex volatility. The recent spike 

in inflation has prompted the 

Monetary Policy Committee 

(MPC) of the Central Bank of 

Nigeria (CBN) to raise the rate to 

14 percent in bid to contain it. But 

such measures work better when 

the inflation trigger is excessive 

demand due to too much money 

in circulation. In Nigeria's case, 

however, people are struggling to 

get by, and inflation has little to 

do with demand, but everything 

to do with supply challenges. 

Thus, despite CBN's efforts 

inflation surged to 17-year high 

in July at 19.64 percent, up from 

the 18.6 percent recorded in the 

previous month of June 2022.
Real estate has not been 

spared, and compounded by 

exchange rate volatility, the 

sector has continued to battle 

headwinds.
 “Most of the loans available, we 

get are at double-digit rates and 

this makes it very difficult to get a 

decent return on investment,” 

l amented  Uzo  Oshogwe ,  

managing director of Afriland 

Properties plc. “The loan tenure is 

another challenge faced by 

developers; short-term loans are 

not suitable for infrastructural 

projects which are long term in 

nature.”
Oshogwe, who highlighted the 

effects of the volatility of the 

dollar on projects, said, “The 

p r i v a t e  s e c t o r,  F e d e r a l  

Government and all relevant 

regulatory agencies need to 

come together to develop a 

framework that will hedge 

against these challenges and 

agree on key measures that will 

promote cheaper constructions 

and dr ive in f rastructura l  

development in the country.”
It is not in doubt that the sector 

in Nigeria has huge potential. A 

2020 real estate industry report 

2020 by Agusto and Company 

valued the sector at $3.96 

trillion. But the sector, like 

Nigeria's itself, has remained a 

clay foot giant hobbled by lack of 

access to funding, inflation, forex 

volatility, among others.
The devaluation of the naira 

has affected the cost of building 

materials as a spike has been 

recorded over the past few 

months due to the Nigerian 

construction industry heavily 

dependent on the foreign 

importation of raw materials and 

equipment for construction. 

With the naira on a free fall, the 

cost of purchasing these raw 

materials and equipment have 

spiked, and so has property 

prices while wages have not 

increased and unemployment is 

rising.
The National Bureau of 

Statistics (NBS) GDP report Q1 

2022 report showed that 

quarter-on-quarter, GDP of the 

real estate services (nominal 

terms) came at -26.75 percent 

in the first quarter of 2022, an 

indication of the struggle it is 

facing.
Abdullahi Adamu, managing 

director of HXH Limited, a 

r e s i den t i a l  deve l opmen t  

company in Nigeria, in a recent 

interview opined that the cost of 

building materials, especially 

imported ones, had increased 

and this would be passed on to 

off-takers, leading to delays and 

higher prices of real estate 

products.
“The scarcity of skilled labour, 

price hikes, foreign exchange 

constraints and supply chain 

bottlenecks are among the 

challenges that the sector is 

facing. Not to mention the 

complex work of managing the 

multiple vendors required to 

complete a single unit. These 

factors have resulted in not just 

significant costs overruns and 

increased project costs but also 

setbacks in the pace of 

construction and consequential 

delays in the delivery of homes.
“Also, existing projects may 

suffer some setbacks including 

delays because of the naira 

depreciation. Similarly, new 

housing projects wi l l  be 

impacted depending on the 

source of funds.
“But I tell you, despite the 

challenges, this is the best time 

to invest in real estate, buy 

properties because of the 

appreciation value. The cost of 

property will double by next 

year,” he said.
In his own intervention, Adeniji 

Adele, an estate surveyor and 

valuer, blamed the crisis in the 

foreign exchange market on the 

bad implementation of various 

government policies over the 

years as a result of double 

standards and inconsistency.
Adele, who is the president of 

International Real Estate 

Federation, Nigeria chapter, 

noted in an interview that, “the 

market reacts negatively to the 

continued rise in exchange rate 

which has affected cost of 

building materials and labour in 

the built environment; so real 

estate pricing will never be the 

same again.
“The market price has gone up, 

while cost of borrowing is higher 

and financial institutions are not 

willing to lend to grow real estate 

stock as they prefer to advance 

facilities on a short-term basis.”
Onajite, a real estate 

stakeholder, writes from 

Lagos

For players in Nigeria's real estate sector, it's been half a decade in the winter. Hit hard by the recession of 2016, which caused a 6.86 percent decline in the 
sector, compared with the growth of 2.11 percent recorded in 2015, the post-recession fragile convalescing period was dealt a further blow by the Covid-19 
pandemic. Post Covid-19, the sector is confronting another monster in the free fall of the naira and the accompanying inflation. FELIX ONAJITE writes.
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HE Federal Government, Ton Thursday, presented 
certificates of registration and 
sales permit to authorised 
fertiliser dealers in Nigeria.
This is contained in a 

statement issued by Mrs 
Modupe Olatunji, Information 
officer I, Federal Ministry of 
Agr i cu l tu re  and  Rura l  
Development in Abuja.
The Permanent Secretary, 

Dr Ernest Umakhihe, during 
t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
certificates said the Ministry 
trained and deployed to the 
36 States and FCT, Fertiliser 
and Agricultural Pesticides 
Quality Control Inspectors.
 He said the inspectors are 

currently working with 
relevant security agencies to 
ensure compliance with the 
provisions of the Act and 
Regulations, in order to 
protect the farmers and the 
industries.
Umakhihe, represented by 

Mrs Fausat Lawal, Director of 
Special Duties in the ministry, 
sa id  the  non- l i censed  
operators are not allowed to 
produce, blend, import, 
market or distribute fertilisers 
in the country.
He urged the suppliers to 

ensure that only licensed 
agro-dealers were allowed to 
buy their products, and to 
abide strictly and operate 
within the provisions of the 

FG issues certificates, 
sales permit to 

fertiliser dealers
f e r t i l i s e r  A c t  and  t he  
implementing regulations.
Umakhihe said  that a grace 

period of two months has been 
granted for those who have not 
obtained their permit as failure 
to do so would have their 
facilities sealed off with 
resultant prosecution.
He said that the Act required 

that upon fulfilment of all 
required conditions, fertiliser 
s u p p l i e r s ,  
manufacturers/producers, 
blenders and importers would  
be issued with the Certificate of 
Registration.
The permanent secretary said 

w h i l e  a g r o - d e a l e r s  
(distributors) that fulfiled the 
same will be issued with the 
sales permit.
Umakhihe said it should also 

be displayed in a strategic area 
of their facilities, adding that 
the National Fertiliser Quality 
Control (NFQC) Act was in the 
process of repealing to 
accommodate agricultural 
pesticides in the Act.
He explained that the essence 

was to consolidate and expand 
the Act, curtail the effect of 

contaminated foods and 
address the blending of 
adulterated fertilisers for the 
interest of farmers, genuine 
operators and the protection of 
environment.
Umakhihe commended the 

Federal Government for the 
National Fertiliser Quality 
Control Act signed into law by 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
in 2019.
He said that the act required 

that all companies that would 
operate in Nigeria must be 
registered and get the 
certificate of registration and 
sa les  permi t  f rom the  
implementing authority.
The Director, Farm Inputs 

Support Services Department, 
Mr Kwaido Sanni, said the Act 
and Regulations were not 
intended to create a stumbling 
block to the operators' 
business but to protect the 
genuine  entrepreneurs, the 
farmers, the environment and 
the entire citizenry from both 
economic and human losses.
Sanni was represented by the 

Deputy Director,  Farm inputs, 
Mr Ishaku Buba. (NAN) (www.

FG generates N799.10bn, missed 
oil revenue target – CBN

HE Central Bank of 
N iger ia  (CBN) has 
r evea l ed  tha t  t he  T

country generated a sum of 
N799.10 billion in crude oil 
sales in the first quarter of the 
year (Q1 2022).

This was however far less 
than the N2.38 trillion oil 
revenue projection for the 
period, and represented a 28.3 
per cent decline from the N1.12 
trillion realised in Q4 2021.

This was contained in the CBN 
Economic Report, First Quarter 
2022, stating that the current 
fiscal outlook for the near term 
remained less optimistic as 
government revenue remains 
impaired by petrol subsidy 
burden and lower than 
expected crude oil production.

Amidst the current fiscal 
constraints, the report also 
noted that debt service 
obligations in Q1 gulped 
N897.17 billion compared to 
N428.60 billion in Q4, due 
largely to the principal 
repayments and redemption of 
matured debt obligations.

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  n o n - o i l  
revenues increased to N1.73 
trillion compared to N1.48 
trillion in the preceding quarter 
but fell short of the N2.22 
trillion target for Q1.

According to the apex bank, 
federally-collected revenues 
declined to N1.67 trillion in the 
review period, compared to 
N1.93 trillion in Q4 and also fell 
below the N3.55 trillion 
projection.

However, the government's 
retained revenue for the period 
was boosted by the significant 
increase in receipts from Value-
Added Tax (VAT) and FGN 
Independent Revenue.

The retained revenue valued 
at N1.14 trillion exceeded 
receipts in the preceding 
quarter by 12.6 per cent.

The report however noted 
that the longstanding revenue 
challenge was evident as the 
outcome in the quarter was 
57.6 per cent short of 
projection in the prorated 
quarterly budget.

The CBN added that “The 
effect of revenue increase 
outweighed the decline in 
aggregate  expend i tu re ,  
inducing a contraction in fiscal 
def ic i t ,  re lat ive to the 
p r e c e d i n g  q u a r t e r.  A t  
N1 ,617 .84  b i l l i o n ,  t he  
provisional fiscal deficit of the 
FGN was 11.8 per cent below 
the level in the preceding 
quarter, but overshot the 
quarterly target of N1,596.52 
billion by 1.3 per cent.”

The apex bank further stated 
that the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
that disrupted global economic 
activities led to a surge in 
international crude oil prices 
and helped improve Nigeria's 
trade balance.

The report added that as a 
result, the current account 
recorded an impressive surplus 
of $2.58 billion, compared to 
$0.05 billion in the preceding 
quarter, attributed largely to 
improved export earnings.

However, the f inancial 
account posted a lower net 
acquisition of financial assets of 
$0.78 billion (0.7 per cent of 
GDP), compared to $5.15 
billion (4.3 per cent of GDP) in 
Q1 2021, reflecting higher 
i ncur rence  o f  f i nanc ia l  
liabilities.

The central bank also 
stressed that in all, the 
Nigerian financial sector 

remained stable, as the key 
financial soundness indicators 
were  w i th in  regu la tory  
thresholds, while activities on 
the Nigerian Exchange Limited 
(NGX) sustained a bullish run, 
on the back of portfolio 
switching from fixed-income 
investments to equities and 
eased financial conditions.

The CBN further pointed out 
that the federal government's 
share of total public debt 
remained within sustainable 
thresholds at N35.10 trillion, 
representing 19.9 per cent of 
GDP as at end of March 2022.

The report added, “On the 
outlook, the performance of 
the global economy is expected 
to slow significantly in 2022, a 
consequence of shocks induced 
by the Russia-Ukraine conflict, 
amids t  e levated  g loba l  
inflation.

“On the domestic front, the 
economy is expected to sustain 
its positive growth trajectory in 
the near term, while inflation 
aligns with the global trend. 
The fiscal outlook for the near 
term is less optimistic, as 
government revenue remains 
impaired by PMS subsidy 
burden and lower-than-
expected crude oil production.”

It, however, added that the 
outlook of the external sector 
r e m a i n e d  m o d e r a t e l y  
optimistic due to the prospect 
of higher external reserves, 
arising from favourable crude 
oil prices.

Also, the report stated, 
“Though public borrowing was in 
tandem with the Medium-Term 
Debt Strategy (2020-2023) of 
the FGN, debt levels remained 
elevated in the review period. At 
N41,604.06 billion at end-March 
2022, the total public debt 
outstanding rose by 5.2 per cent 
relative to the level at end-
December 2021.

N6.7trn subsidy: Customs faults NNPC 
HE Nigerian Customs TService (NCS) has faulted 

claims by the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) 
Limited that Nigerians consume 
about 60 million litres of 
Premium Motor Spirit (PMS), 
commonly known as petrol, 
daily.
Hamid Al i ,  Comptro l ler  

General of Customs, refuted the 
claims when he appeared 
b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives Committee on 
Finance for interaction on 
Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework and Fiscal Strategy 
Paper, MTEF/FSP 2023-2025, 
on Thursday.
Responding to a question on 

what efforts the Customs is 
making to address reported 
s m u g g l i n g  o f  P M S ,  a  
development the NNPC blamed 
as being responsible for the 
huge amount paid for subsidy, 
Ali, on Thursday, described the 
subsidy regime as non-existing.
Ali, who stressed that such a 

figure was not feasible, said 
unless the NNPC is saying that 
Nigerians fill the tank of their 
cars everyday, there is no way 
60 million litres of fuel can be 
consumed daily without the 
figure changing.
He said the most worrisome 

aspect of the subsidy payment 
is that NNPC Limited claims 
that it lifts an average of 98 
million litres of fuel per day, 
while 60 million is consumed on 
daily basis by Nigerians.

Ali said if it is assumed that 

NNPC was correct that the daily 

consumption was 60 million 

litres, and it supplies 98 million 

litres daily, questions needed to 

be answered whether all 

vehicle owners in Nigeria buy 

full tank capacity of the product 

daily, and that how could 38 

million litres, which is the 

differential between the 

estimated consumption and the 

supplied quantity, requiring at 

least 500 trucks to load, be moved out of the country on 

daily basis.

 “I have always argued this with 

NNPC. If we are consuming 60 

million litres of petrol per day by 

their own computation, why in 

the world would you allow the 

lifting of 98 million litres per day?

“That computation, to me, is 

no t  be l i evab le ,  because  

scientifically you cannot tell me 

that if I fill my tank today, 

tomorrow I will fill my tank with 

the same quantity of fuel. And if 

I'm running a petrol station 

today, if I go to Minna depot and 

lift, and I'm taking to Kaduna, I 

may reach Kaduna in the evening 

and offload that product; there's 

no way I could have sold that 

petrol for you to account that 

that has been expended.

“So how do we get to 60 million 

everyday? If you say this petrol is 

smuggled, if you release 98 

million litres, and then we use 60 

million litres, the balance will be 

38 million litres. How many 

trucks will carry 38 million litres? 

Everyday. That's almost 500. 

Which road are they following? 

Where are they carrying this 

thing to?” 

“The issue is not the 

smuggling of petroleum. 

Payment of fuel subsidy is not 

sustainable, we have to find a 

lasting solution to that”, he 

said.

Agreeing with the CG's 

assertions, deputy chairman of 

the committee, Saidu Musa 

Abdullahi, who anchored the 

session said, “I think as a 

government, we're not doing 

well.”
Ali further told the lawmakers 

that the Service has generated 
the sum of N1.167 trillion as of 
July this year and that it has 
projected to generate the sum 
of N2.872 trillion in 2023 fiscal 
year.
According to Ali, Customs has 

also projected to generate the 
sum of N3.54 trillion and 
N3.752 trillion in 2024 and 
2025 respectively, adding that 
all the monies it generated this 
year have been paid into the 
Federation Accounts.

Treasury Bills: CBN auctions 
N446.15bn in August 

N the month of August 2022, Ithe Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) sold a total of N446.15bn 
in Treasury bill auctions. This was 
9 . 47% h i ghe r  t han  t he  
N407.55bn allotted in June.
Specifically, for the 91-day 

tenor, the CBN sold a total of 
N3.43bn in August 2022 
compared to N5.97bn sold in July 
2022, a decline of 43%.
For the 182-day tenor, the 

amount sold increased by 319% 
to N11.52bn in August 2022 from 
N2.75bn in July 2022 while for 
the 364- day tenor, the amount 
sold increased by 8% to 
N431.19bn from N398.83bn in 
the previous month.
The 364-day bills made up 

94.21% of total sales as 
investors continued to seek 
h i ghe r  y i e l d  i nves tmen t  
opportunities.
Year-to-date, the CBN has sold 

a total of N3.34trn in Treasury 

bills, 34% over the N2.5trn 
offered for sale.
As expected, the sales in August 

were at higher costs as stop rates 
increased steadily.
The 91- day stop rate increased 

to 4.0% at the August 24 auction 
from 3.5% at the August 10 
auction, 2.8% (July 27), and 
2.75% (July 13).
Similarly, the 182-day stop rate 

increased to 5% as of 24 August 
from 4.5% (August 10), 4.1% 
(July 27), and 4% (July 13) while 
the 364-day stop rate increased to 
8.5% as of August 24, 2022, from 
7.45% (August 10), 7.0% (July 
27), and 7.0% (July 13).
Additionally, year-to-date, the 

Central Bank of Nigeria has sold a 
total of N800bn via the Open 
Market Operations (OMO), 13% 
over the N710bn offered.
However, there were no OMO 

auctions in April, July, and August.
B e y o n d  t h e  s h o r t - t e r m  

ins t ruments ,  the  Federa l  

Government sold a total of 

N1.72trn in FGN Bonds, 9.41% 

over the N1.58trn offered for 

sale.
In all, the Federal Government 

sold a total of N5.86trn ytd, 

22.58% over the N4.78trn 

offered for sale as.
While the increase in Treasury 

bill yields on the back of the 

steady increase in inflation and 

hike in the Monetary Policy Rate 

(MPR) is expected, we however 

n o t e  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  

Government currently has 

limited capacity to accommodate 

any significant increase in cost of 

borrowing.
The Minister of Finance, Budget 

& National Planning, Zainab 

Ahmed, had earlier noted that 

debt servicing cost of N1.94trn 

as of April surpassed federal total 

revenue of N1.63trn for the 

same period.

Ali

Emiefiele
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N a bid to curb child 
t e r r o r i s m  a n d  
exploitation in Nigeria, I

the Chief of the Air Staff (CAS), 
Air Marshal Oladayo Amao has 
pledged the support of the 
Nigerian Air Force (NAF) to the 
Nigerian Children's Parliament 
in its quest to minimize the 
vulnerability of children and 
protecting them against all 
forms of terrorism.

This was said in a statement 
issued to journalists recently in 
Abuja by Edward Gabkwet, Air 
Commodore Director of Public 
Relations and Information 
Nigerian Air Force. 

Air Marshal Amao stated this 
while playing host to the 
Federal Capital Territory 
representative of the Nigerian 
Children's Parliament, Miss 
Splendour Joe-King and 
members of her entourage at 
the NAF Headquarters, Abuja.

 While appreciating Miss Joe-
King for her efforts, Air Marshal 
Amao stated that the timing of 
her project, which seeks to 
transform the lives of  
vulnerable children could not 
have come at a better time 
considering the myriads of 
security challenges and other 
sensitive issues confronting 
Nigeria as a nation. 

According to him, 'It is 
commendable that as a young 
lady, you have focused your 
attention on helpless children 
bear ing  in  mind  that  
sustenance of peace is key to 
nation building.' He went on to 
advice Miss Joe-King to look 
beyond her current focus on 
assisting school-attending 
children but to also focus on 
out-of-school children and 
women who according to him, 
bear the brunt of conflicts and 
are more vulnerable to being 
recruited as terrorists. 

Air Marshal Amao further 
urged that the awareness 
campaign initiated should be 
intensified especially in rural 
communities to educate school 
children on the implications 

NAF moves to curb child 
terrorism, exploitation

and effects of child terrorism 
and other social vices. He also 
promised to inculcate the peace 
club initiative in all NAF Schools 
nationwide, stating, “I will also 
lend my voice to yours on the 
best way possible in the fight 
against child terrorism.”  

Earlier, Ambassador Joe-King, 
who also doubles as a National 
Peace Ambassador and the 
representative of the Federal 
Capital Territory Nigerian 
Children's Parliament, stated 
that her ongoing campaign, 
“Nigerian Children Call for 
Peace Project” aims at 
propagating the doctrine of 
peace, unity and sustainable 
development in Nigeria, as well 
as the establishment of Peace 
Clubs in schools across the 
country. 

The initiative, according to 
her, intends to mainstream 
c h i l d r e n  i n t o  p e a c e  
development and peace 
building to achieve a zero 
violent society. Miss Joe-King 
added that the urgent need to 
integrate terrorism education 
into the curriculum of primary 

and secondary schools was her 
inspiration for writing a book 
titled, 'Effects of Terrorism on 
Children'. 

She noted that the book was 
an opportunity to educate and 
carry all children along on 
matters concerning terrorism. 
According to her, the book will 
inculcate positive ideas in 
children and youths because 
they are an integral part in the 
fight against terrorism. 

She then solicited for NAF 
support and encouragement 
for the campaign to succeed 
and make remarkable impact 
towards national development. 

Ambassador Splendour Joe-
King, who is 16 years old, is a 
human rights advocate for the 
National  Human Rights  
Commission and an award 
holder of the Duke of 
Edinburgh International Award 
for Young People. 

She is also an author having 
published a book titled, 'Effects 
of Terrorism on Children', at the 
age of 9 years. Currently, she is 
the lead convener of the 
Nigerian Children Call for Peace 
Project.

xecutive Chairman Karu ELGA ,  Hon  J ames  
Thomas, has joined Adalci 
Women Empowerment  
Foundation in a solidarity 
match in support of H.E Engr 

Chairman, AWEF embark on Sule endorsement walk
From DORCAS

PANKYES, Abuja

Abdullahi Sule second term 
bid in office come 2023. 

The solidarity match which 

started from the council’s 
secretariat was agog with 
women trying to register their 
support  for  Governor  
A b d u l l a h i  S u l e  
administrations in Nasarawa 
and endorse his second term 
bid in office come 2023, 
general election. 

A d a l c i  W o m e n  
Empowerment Foundation is 
a  Non  Governmental  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( N G O )  
specialized in training women 
on different skills acquisition 
across Nasarawa State.

The founder and CEO of 
Adalci Women Empowerment 
Foundation, Hajiya Hauwa 
Abdullahi Ardo stated that the 
solidarity match was in 
support of Governor Sule's 
continuity in office to enable 
him  consolidate on the 
recent  ach ievements  
recorded in the last three 
years in office, 

On his part the Executive 
Chairman Karu LGA, Hon 
James Thomas assured them 

that his government and that 
of Engr Abdullahi Sule would 
continue to support women 
through skills acquisition and 
empowerment to enable 
them become  supporting 
pillars  to their families. He 
congratulated the recent 
graduands on the skills 
acquired urging them to be 
good ambassadors of the 
Karu LGA and the state.

WO persons s imply Tidentified as, Amodu and 
Attah were killed at Ika-
ogboyaga in Ankpa Local 
Government of Kogi State as a 
result of mining site collapse 
that occurred in the area.
Following the incident, the 
Kogi State government has 
ordered a probe of the mining 

Two die as mining site collapsesFrom AMEDU
 JOSEPH, Lokoja

s i t e  t h a t  c o l l a p s e d .
Reacting to the development, 
the state Commissioner for 
Solid Minerals and Natural 
Resources, Bashiru Gegu, in a 
statement, said the ministry 
had directed the total 
stoppage of illegal mining in 
the state following the death 
of the victims on Saturday.
Gegu said government was 

worried by the activities of 
some unknown operators at 
various mining sites in the 
state, adding that miners 
should register with the 
government as failure to do 
so would attract sanctions.
He also said the deceased 
victims had been buried in 
accordance with Islamic 
rites.

ENATOR Tunde Ogbeha 
and Chief Mrs Esther S

Ogbeha has donated food stuff 
worth millions of naira to the 
Ministry of Mercy, (MOM) 
Orphanage, along Okene- 
Lokoja road in Kogi State.
The distinguished senator who 
represents Kogi West in the 
National Assembly made the 
donation as part of activities 
lined up for his 75th birthday.
Presenting the foodstuff to the 
orphanage, Senator Ogbeha 
said, he would forever be 
grateful to God Almighty for 
l i f e  and  good  hea l th .
The former lawmaker and his 
wife who were represented by 
the Managing Director,  
Confluence Cable Network, Mr 
Simbabi Ogbena, promised to 
always put smiles in the faces 
of the less privileged in the 
c o u n t r y .
According to him, it is very 
important to always give back 
to the society, stressing that, 
he remains  commit ted 
towards al leviating the 
suffering of the people.
He called on public spirited 
individuals to always show 
love to the needy, adding that, 
it goes beyond giving money.
" I am highly delighted to be 
here this year to give to this 
orphanage. At the end of the 
day, It is all about being kind, 
thinking of everyone else 
apart from yourself. This is to 
acknowledge the kindness and 
blessing God has bestowed on 
one. on the last day, we will all 

75th Birthday: Senator donates foodstuff to Orphanage
From AMEDU 
JOSEPH, Lokoja

From DORCAS 
PANKYES, Abuja

leave everything behind on 
e a r t h .
"The wealth is supposed to be 
administered to the people, 
and it is our responsibility to 
help the less privileged. My 
message is not just to the well 
to do alone. Everybody can 
show kindness. You don't 
really need money to come to 
this orphanage.   "In fact, 
what is priceless is just coming 
here to show love to the 
children, that you care and 
make them understand that 
they are not abandoned. Why 
God has blessed us is not for 
us to hoard it, but to be 

generous" he stressed.
M o n d a y  A l i d u ,  w h o  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
orphanage in receiving the 
food items thanked Senator 
Tunde Ogbeha and his wife for 
always reaching out to the 
orphanage when they are in 
n e e d .
The elated children in the 
orphanage all prayed for 
Senator Tunde Ogbeha, 
wishing him long life, 
prosperity and good health. 
Items distributed to the 
orphanage include bags of 
garri, vegetable oils, rice, 
noodles, tubers of yam, 
toiletries, fruit juice and 
m a n y  m o r e .

HE Police Service TCommission has raised 
eyebrows over a report in a 
publication of the Nigeria 
Police Force with regard to 
the  2022  Constab le  
Recruitment exercise.

According to a statement 
signed by the Head, Press 
and Public Relations, 
IkechukwuAni recently, the 
Commission wishes to state 
that all contending issues 
around the exercise will be 
resolved between the two 

Police Commission raises eyebrows
 over recruitment exercise

From DORCAS
 PANKYES, Abuja

parties in the interest of the 
nation.

All interested applicants 
and other Nigerians desirous 
of a career in the Nigeria 
Police Force should exercise 
patience while these issues 
are being resolved.

The commission will  
continue to strive to give 
Nigerians a Police Force they 
will be proud of.

Ogbeha

Amao

Thomas

D A M A W A  S t a t e  AGovernor  Ahmadu 
Umaru Fintiri has expressed 
fears that the Boko Haram 
sect could be regrouping in 
the state.

 He made this known 
recently when the new 
Brigade Commander of the 

r d23  Armoured Brigade, 
Brigadier General Mohammed 
Jibrin visited his office.

According to the Governor, 
secu r i ty  Agenc ies  a re  
monitoring the development 
adding that the group was 
alleged to be planning cells in 
Gombi and Maiha Local 
Government Areas of the 
State.

   He urged the new Brigade 
Commander to be ready to 
deal with the situation by 
h e l p i n g  t h e  S t a t e  i n  

addressing the situation.

F int i r i  sa id,  he was 
c o n f i d e n t  t h e  n e w  
Commander would use his 
wealth of experience in 
handing the situation.

In his response, the new 
Commander said he was 
already familiar with the 
state since this is his second 
coming.

 Brigadier Mohammed is 
taking over from Brigadier 
General A.M. Garba.

Boko Haram could be regrouping
 -FintiriFrom  GYANG PAM, Yola

Fintiri
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Unknown persons murders  
youth corper 

DAMAWA State Police 
Command says it is 
still investigating A

the mysterious murder of a 
Youth Corper Samaila 
Awudu 28 who was 
recently brutally murdered 
by unknown persons.

According to Pol ice 
s p o k e s m a n  
Superintendent of Police 
Suleiman Nguroje, no 
stone will be left unturned 
to fish out the perpetrators 
of the dastardly act that 
took place at the Yolde Pate 
Corpers, Lodge in Yola, the 
Adamawa State Capital.

The deceased was said to 
have been locked up by his 
assailants and making it 
difficult for his colleagues 
to break in.

Samuel Awudu who hails 
from Takum in Taraba 
State was already looking 
forward to completing his 
service so as to join his 
parents for a re-union.

The spokesman of the 
Police disclosed that when 
his body was discovered, 
he was still alive and was 
therefore rushed to a 
hospital accompanied by 
the State Commissioner of 

Police C.P. Akande but 
unfortunately, he gave up 
the ghost before any help 
could reach him.

Dennis Jingi the NYSC 
Director in-charge of 
Adamawa expressed shock 
at the development and 
disclosed that something 
would be done to protect 
Corpers.

According to the NYSC 

boss, this is the first time 
this was happening and 
assures it would never 
happen again and urged 
t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  
deceased to have the 
fortitude to bear the loss.

Some of his friends told 
our correspondent they 
were saddened by the 
development.

Houses, shops set ablaze at Sheria 
communityHERIA in Bassa Local 

Government Area of Kogi S
State came under  heavy 
attack in the early hours of 
Tuesday as men disguised in 
military fatigue attacked the 
community, setting houses and 
shops ablaze

Following the development, 
t h e  Kog i  S t a t e  Po l i c e  
Commissioner, CP Edward 
E g b u k a ,  t o l d  O u r  
Correspondent that the 
command had deployed men of 
the command to the area to 
r e s t o r e  n o r m a l c y .
Our Correspondent reports 
that young men disguised in 
military camouflage entered 
Sheria through Biroko axis and 
started shooting sporadically 
and burning houses as 
residents scampered for safety.
The report further indicated 
that most of the shops by the 
road side in Sheria town were 
burnt down.

The number of human 
casualties is yet to be 
ascertained as of the time of 
f i l i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t .
It was noted that in the last one 
week, there has been reports of 
renewed hostilities between 
the Igburra Mozum and Bassa 
ethnic tribes in Bassa Local 
Government Area.

The Police Public Relations 
officer, SP William Aya, 
confirmed the recent attack, 
saying that calm had 
returned to the troubled 
community.

He added that policemen 

from Lokoja and the DPO 

A n y i g b a ,  i n c l u d i n g  

operatives of sister security 

agencies had been drafted to 

the embattled community to 

restore peace, stressing that 

normal business activities 

had since returned to the 

area.

Security Trust Fund assures residents of safety of lives

H E  E x e c u t i v e  TC h a i r m a n ,  H o n .  

Samari Teina Abdulmalik, 

Kogi State Security Trust 

Fund (KSSTF) has assured 

residents of the state of 

adequate security of lives 

and properties as it 

c e l eb ra t e s  i t s  10 th  

a n n i v e r s a r y .

Abdulmalik gave the 

assurance in a statement 

m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  

journalists on Thursday in 

Lokoja, to mark the 

Agency's 10th Anniversary
According to him, the 

agency was established by 

the KSSTF Act of 2012, 

which strives to acquire 

and deploy secur i ty  

equipments materials and 

financial resources for the 

effective functioning of all 

Federal, State, Local 

Government and other 

security agencies operating 

in the state.
He stressed that KSSTF 

was created to response to 

the operational deficiency 

of the various security 

agencies within the state, 

particularly with respect to 

equipping and provision of 

modern equipment.
Abdulmalik said that the 

agency's success had been 

fuelled in the last decade by 

collaboration with security 

agencies to enforce its 

mandate of securing the 

e n v i r o n m e n t .

He highlighted the key role 

of individuals, groups, 

communities, organisations 

and other units that 

constitute the state to 

public security.
He noted that through 

the impact of government 

and other  re levant  

stakeholders, the crime 

rate in the state had 

progressively declined in 

the recent years. 
The executive chairman 

emphasised that Kogi of 

today had become safer 

for residents to carry out 

their lawful daily activities 

without any fear.
He described the public 

security as fundamental 

for enhancing good 

governance, soc io-

economic growth and 

development in every 

society,
He called on every 

segment of the society 

to support the state 

government and all 

security agencies so as 

to enhance public safety 

in Kogi.
He urged individuals, 

c o r p o ra t e  b o d i e s ,  

religious bodies among 

others to donate to the 

fund so as to achieve its 

set goal of ensuring 

quality service delivery 

and improved security in 

the state.
While assuring citizens 

of Kogi of maximum 

security of lives and 

properties in the coming 

years, he stressed that 

the trust fund had 

contributed its quota 

towards protect ing 

residents and their 

investments. 
He noted since assumed 

office, the security agency in 

t h e  s t a t e  h ad  b een  

passionate about serving 

the people in its area of 

mandate.
H e  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  

agency's achievements 

under his watch to include 

the procurement of vehicles 

for security agencies as well 

as motorcycles to enhance 

the opertion of local hunters 

in the state.
H e  a d d e d  h i s  

administration was also 

i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  

p roposed  ICT  d r i ven  

intelligence gathering of the 

state by Hytera and 

partners.
‘'In addition, the trust fund 

under my leadership has 

been able to refurbish 

operational vehicles for 

security agencies as well as 

commenced plans for the 

establishment of a central 

logistics base as mandated 

by the Enabling Law,'' he 

said.
He said that the present 

fight against crime cannot 

be obtained without the 

a c t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  

participation and support of 

every section of the society.
He, therefore enjoined 

i n d i v i d u a l s ,  g r o u p s ,  

communities, organisations 

and other units that 

constitute the state to 

report unusual activities to 

the relevant authorities.

From GYANG PAM, 
Yola

From AMEDU JOSEPH, 
Lokoja

ATORY Club, District 9125 
has been applauded for R

their humanitarian services 
especial ly to the less 

privileged in the society.
Governor Simon Lalong 

stated this when the 
Governor, Rotary club 
District 9125, Dr. Goddy 
Nnadi who led other 
members on a courtesy visit 
t o  t h e  Gove r no r  a t  
G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e ,  
Rayfield, Jos, recently.

Governor simon Lalong 
explained that Rotary as an 
organization has made it 
marks globally by adding 
value to the less privileged 
in the society.

Represented by the 
Deputy Governor, Professor 
Sonni Tyoden, the Governor 
noted that the organization 
which brought people from 
d i f f e ren t  background  
irrespective of their religion 
or ethnic group, charged 
them to always spread the 
message o f  peacefu l  
coexistence amongst the 
people. 

The Governor assured 
t h e m  t h a t  h i s  
admin i s t ra t ion  wou ld  
supplement their efforts to 
extend their humanitarian 
services to other local 
Government areas in the 
State.

Earlier, the Governor 
Rotary Club, District 9125, 
covering 23 states including 
Abuja, Dr Goddy said their 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  c o r e  

mandate was to address 
challenges and improve the 
wellbeing of the people.

Rotarian Nnadi also said 
their organization planted 
over 3,000 trees in the 
state to cushion the effect 
of climate change. 

He enumerated some 
areas of their intervention 
to include building of 
to i l e t s ,  p rov i s ion  o f  
boreholes, and maternal 
health care among others.

T h e  D i s t r i c t  9 1 2 5  
governor however sought 
government cooperation to 
provide more assistance to 
people of the country 
Acting Comptroller and 
Coordination of zone C 
Bauchi, Ibrahim Baburu 
explained that they were in 
the state for their Zonal 
C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  
appreciated the plateau 
state Government for 
p r ov i d i n g  t h e  s t a t e  
command with three Hilux 
and KVA Generator which 
h a s  a s s i s t e d  t h e m  
immensely in carrying out 
their duties. Mr. Baburu 
noted that carrying out 
their duties at the border 
with other sisters agency 
and requested for more 
logistics for surveillance 
and access road leading to 
the command in Jos.

By DUMAH RANDONG

Rotary club applauded for humanitarian services

From AMEDU JOSEPH, 
Lokoja

Fintiri
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T is fundamental to human 
and national development Ithat basic education learning 

brings growth and development, 
as well ensure intellectual 
c a p a c i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
Education is an embodiment of 
moral and attitudinal change 
which also affects how one 
relates with others around one.

Every child is entitled to have a 
qualitative and sound education 
for a more promising prospect. 
The basic education initiative 
was designed to ensure that 
adequate and qual itat ive 
education is directed towards 
achieving child development in 
formal education learning.

Education plays a vital part in 
the life of everyone.  In receiving 
proper education, it affects the 
physical,  mental and social 
well-being by offering a better 
life and a sense of humor.

Education is not just a means 
for personal development. It is 
also hugely important for global 
society and has so many far-
reaching benefits 

Today, many parents are 
seemingly desperate to turn 
their children into geniuses. And 
to them, the best way to achieve 
this is to engage the kids in full-
time learning. Most of them do 
that by over burdening their 
children with extra classes which 
gobble up their leisure time.

METRO FOCUS observes that it 
has become a tradition that most 
parents engage their children in 
extra lessons, while schools are 
in session and on holidays.
 Vacation classes tend to steal 

more from the proper brain 
development of a child. Many 
schools now organise extra 
lessons for their pupils in the 
name of meeting up with the 
school curriculum.

Most parents these days, due 
to the nature of their job, would 
want to have their children 
engage in after school lessons. 
This is usually for selfish reasons 
because they are mostly not at 
home and would want them to be 
engaged.

However, there is nothing 
wrong with engaging the kids 
with extra lessons. But when it 
becomes too much,  it is wrong.  
When it gets to be too much for 
the kids.

On this note, METRO FOCUS 
sought out opinions of parents as 
regards extra lessons for their 
children.

An education consultant in Jos, 
Mr Frank Balogun, frowned at 
the way parents are over 
burdening their children with 
too many lessons programmes,  
all in the name to educate and 
train up their minds. He said 
that any school which engages 
pupils,  students in extra classes 
after normal school hours is 
condemning itself for not doing 
enough. They have done 
nothing, rather than collecting 
money and doing nothing during 
the school hours. The question is 
that, what have the teachers 
been doing since in the morning 
to school closing time?

Balogun observed that the 
number of days,  and duration,  

of home lessons should be 
drastically reduced to enable 
the children have time to play 
and rest.
“ If you want a child to have 

lessons at home, it should not be 
more than two, three times a 
month. And it should not exceed 
more than one hour. The home 
lesson is just to check what the 
child has done in school and to 
also assess the performance of 
that child in subjects that the 
child needs to be improved 
upon,” he said.”

The education consultant 
added that there are many ways 
you can help, encourage and 
support your child's brain 
development through learning 
other vocational skills during the 
holidays. Vocations like soap 
making, baking of cake, sewing 
etc, he said.

Mrs Rhoda Zamani, a parent, 
observed that many parents 
engage their kids in marathon 
extra lessons just because they 
are away at work and want their 
children to be occupied in their 
absence. They don't care to 
know which kind of knowledge is 
being impacted to their children.

She stressed that most parents 
of nowadays, because of the 
nature of their job, want to have 
their children engaged in after-
school lessons because they will 
not be at home and therefore, 
want them to be engaged,  
pending when they would be 
back  for the day 
“ It is wrong when it gets to 

be too much,  for the children 
brain to bear in terms of their 
growth and development 
capacity. Children are not 
allowed to grow according to 
their age, ability and are not 
being well-grounded in the moral 
way of their upbringing in the 
society".

Needless to say that extra 
lessons are fast becoming a 

norm in the Nigerian school 
system,  as many parents and 
schools are incorporating such 
method as part of the education 
system.

Extra-lesson is teaching and 
l e a r n i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  c l a s s r o o m  
arrangement. It involves a more 
deliberate and in-depth focus on 
a subject matter already 
discussed in the classroom.

Mrs Martha Gora advised that 
extra-lessons, classes should be 
only for the students in exit 
classes while preparing to write 
t h e i r  c ommon  en t ran c e  
examinations into secondary 
schools or writing the West 
Africa Examination Council 
(WAEC) .

She pointed out that this will 
enable the students to cover 
topics that were not treated 
during the school session. But 
today must of the extra lessons 
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being done are only after raising 
money not impacting the 
required knowledge to the 
students or kids.

Despite extra lessons, students 
a r e  i n vo l v ed  i n  e x ams  
malpractice every day, while the 
education system in the country 
is dwindling and little effort is 
being put to salvage the 
situation.

Some parents pointed out that 
extra lessons can be exhausting 
and sometimes boring because 
the children would have been 
tired from the routine classes 
and need to rest. Adding that 
most students pay little 
attention because they are 
already tired having stayed 
through school hours.

To this end, researches have 
shown that the brain of a child 
could be improved in areas of 
their interest in vocation skills 
training that can be acquired 

during holidays or leisure time.
Adding value to your children’s 

education is very important, but 
it should be done in the right 
proportion that would balance 
their intellectual capacity.

Keeping your child productive 
during holiday translates to 
parents  allowing their children 
to learn some skills during the 
holiday that would add value to 
their learning process 
  Children should be allowed to 

play and enjoy themselves and 
learn new things during the 
holiday. Parents should also  
seize the opportunity to help 
their children achieve their 
potentials in life by allowing 
them learn step by step as they 
grow.

Extra lessons should not be a 
burden to the children, rather it 
should be an avenue to learn 
more new things of interest.

METRO-FOCUSMETRO-FOCUS

Extra lesson or extra burden
By HOSEA NYAMLONG 
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TATISTICS show that more than a 
quarter of motorists ignore speed Slimits on a consistent basis. Speed 

is the most common contributory factor 
to road traffic crashes on Nigeria's road 
and occurs in whopping 82% of cases. 
The faster you go, the less time you have 
to react to emergencies. The harder you 
hit, the greater your chances of death or 
serious injury. Slow down and keep a 
constant eye on your speedometer. It's 
not worth being injured or killed for the 
sake of five minutes haste.

WHAT'S THE HASTE?    
Everyone seems to be in a hurry these 

days. On the average, traffic scenario on 
Nigeria's highways is a re-enactment of 
typical Lagos life. One will be forgiven for 
thinking that our highways were formula 
1 tracks seven days a week. All for a 
couple of seconds and, if you are unlucky, 
a speed violation ticket. Lucky violators 
are arrested by the traffic law enforcers, 
the unlucky ones are arrested by crashes 
and may not leave to tell the story. 

Vision is affected by speed, when a 
pedestrian wishes to move quickly 
through a crowded pavement, s/he 
concentrates mainly on picking an 
opening ahead, usually forgetting the 
immediate foreground. The result is 
often that they collide with other 
pedestrians. Likewise, the driver of a car 
travelling at speed. S/he is inclined to 
focus observation too far ahead and to 
overlook conditions in their immediate 
foreground. Consequently, drivers will 
not be on the alert for dangers that may 
suddenly confront them. When road 
speed has to be kept low owing to traffic 
conditions, focal point naturally shortens 
and the driver observes greater details 
rather than at faster speed.

SKILL
Every driver has his or her limit when it 

comes to speed. This is the highest speed 
at which they feel safe and comfortable 
in a given situation. Drivers should know 
their limits and not exceed it. Speed 
should always be related to the amount 
of road that can be seen to be clear. Also, 
when in a built-up area with speed limit 
of either 40 to 50km/h one must observe 
that these limits are the maximum 

permissible by law, taking into account 
the time of the day- they may not be the 
safest and reduce speed accordingly. 
Always drive at a safe distance from the 
vehicle in front. As a guide for normal 
driving condition, one yard per kilometer 
per hour is recommended. In built-up 
areas at speed below 40km/h, such 
distances are impracticable if traffic flows 
are to be maintained. In such 
circumstances below 40km/h a minimum 
distance of a foot per kilometer per hour 
is apt. 

CHARACTERISTICS
Every driver should know the braking 

characteristics of the vehicle they are 
driving, they should be conversant with 
the table of stopping distances and be 
able to relate them to the vehicle and the 
road they are driving on. Always 
remember that when speed is doubled, 
stopping distance is quadrupled. When it 
comes to wet or greasy conditions, 
braking distance greatly increases. 
Braking distance is the distance that a 
vehicle travels while slowing to a 
complete stop. Incorporate braking 
distances plus reaction to give overall 
stopping distance. In other words, 
thinking distance plus braking distance 
equals to stopping distance. As a guide to 
visualizing distance, it is worth 
remembering that length of an average 
car is about 15 feet. Therefore, 75 feet 
will be roughly five car lengths. Speed 
thrills but kills. The most important 
measure is to reduce present speed.

Other measures which seem to be very 
cost effective include:

Road re-engineering by widening 
narrow roads, adding more lanes, 
erecting speed bumps in built-up areas 
etc.

Providing dedicated/special lanes to 
articulated vehicles or heavy-duty trucks 
and tankers, tricycles, overhead bridges 
to clear traffic gridlocks, pedestrian 
bridges to safeguard vulnerable road 
users.

Relocation of troublesome roundabouts 
like Polo roundabouts in Jos or 
constructing fly-overs across such black 
spots.

Constant clearing of obstructions and 
stiffer penalties for road obstructions.   

RRW7: SPEED

Michael Agada

ENATOR I. D. Gyang Srecently played host to the 
people of Vwang District, Jos 
South Local Government who 
came on a thank you visit to 
express their gratitude  for the 
commendable impact of his 
representation on their 
community. In a statement by 
Precious K Nyako it said the 
high-powered delegation 
comprised the Traditional 
Council, community leaders 
and illustrious sons and 
daughters of the district.

C h a i r m a n  o f  V w a n g  
Development Association, Da. 
Jonah Choji Goru, poured out 
the heart of the delegation to 
the Senator, thanking him 
immensely for positively 
impacting the community.

He said, "we are proud and 
commend you for being a 
vo i ce  i n  t he  Na t i ona l  
Assembly. We also thank you 
for identifying and standing 
with Vwang and ensuring real 
democracy dividend in our 
community among which are; 
of  90 shops rural market, 
Vwang, Installation of street 
lights at Farin Lamba, Turu,
Co-sponsoring Vwang new 
yea r  f e s t i va l  f o r  two  
consecutive years, active 
involvement in facilitating the 
coronation of Gwom Chugwi, 
V w a n g .  F a c i l i t a t i n g  
employment opportunities for 
some of our youths. Direct 
intervention in resolving the 
impasse on Karl Khum 
U n i v e r s i t y.  P r o v i d i n g  
empowerment for youth, 
women and widows and 
scholarships for students.

In his remarks, Da Davou Y. 
Nyango, an elder from Vwang 
said, "You distinguished 
yourself so well that you 
became Plateau's voice in the 
Senate. We are deeply pained 
that the primaries were not 
favorable but only accept it as 
the will of God. We commend 
the maturity with which you 
responded and handled the 
outcome."

Ngo Elizabeth Lowang- 
BEWDA President Vwang, in 
her remarks said the Women 

of Vwang are boasting over the 
market because they now 
have a conducive environment 
for their trading activities.

Mr. Emmanuel John Mangu, 
the BYM President of Vwang, 
described the Senator as a 
father, mentor and role model 
to the youths. He described 
him as a reputable and high-
performing Senator.

Da Gyang Dudu, BECO 
President Worldwide, who was 
present in his capacity as a 
Vwang stakeholder said of the 
Senator; "You delivered well 
on your assignment in the 
Senate and have become a 
notable politician with national 
profile. Anybody requiring 
something more than what 
y o u  h a v e  r e m a r k a b l y  
accomplished is simply being 
mischievous.”

His royal highness Da Gyang 
Balak - the Dagwom Rwei 
Vwang, showered encomiums 
on the Senator for impacting 
the entire constituency of 
Plateau North, Vwang in 
particular with credible 
representation and indelible 
projects. He expressed the 
view that development politics 
w h i c h  S e n a t o r  G ya n g  
e p i t o m i z e s  s h o u l d  b e  
celebrated and emulated.

Responding, Senator Gyang 
thanked the royal father and 

the Vwang community for 
the i r  k ind words  and 
encouraging remarks. He 
s a i d  t h a t  h e  w a s  
overwhelmed by their show of 
love.

He commended the unity of 
purpose, enterprising spirit 
and resilience of the people of 
Vwang which was worthy of 
emulation.

He further stated that the 
rural markets he built across 
Plateau North among many 
other projects, were a 
de l iberate strategy at  
stimulating the local economy 
and enhancing household 
income in addition to instilling 
the culture of trading and 
enterprise. 

He assured the delegation 
of his hope in God for a better 
and brighter future even as 
he appreciated the avalanche 
expression of goodwil l  
messages and solidarity visits 
towards him across the state 
and beyond.

On the entourage were 
Gwom Chugwi, Gwom Turu, 
Gwom Fwil. Others are Ngo 
Esther Dauda Dung - BEWDA 
National Secretary, Arc. 
Gabriel Sunday- immediate 
past BYM President, Da 
Davou Y. Nyango - Chairman, 
Vwang Patriotic Minds, Barr. 
Weng Emmanuel, among 
many others.

HE New Nigerian Peoples TP a r t y  P r e s i d e n t i a l  
Candidate, Engineer Rabiu 
Musa  Kwankwaso  was   
recently  booed and  pelted 
with sachet water and pebbles 
by aggrieved members, 
supporters of the party in 
Lokoja during his visit to Kogi 
state.

Members and supporters of 
the party have also vowed to 
resist Kwankwaso's move to 
hand over the party to the late 
Prince Abubakar Audu's 
faction of the All Progressives 
C o n g r e s s  ( A P C ) .
" The Party Excos and 
members have vowed to resist 
his sinister motives to hand 
over the party structure to the 
elements of APC faction loyal 
to late Prince Abubakar Audu"

It took his security details 
hectic time to sandwich him 
into Edge Drive Hotel in 

Lokoja, to save him from 
angry youths who were 
determined to deal ruthlessly 
with him.

The NNPP Presidential 
Candidate who had visited 
Ogbonicha, the country home 
of late Prince Abubakar Audu, 
returned to Lokoja to meet a 
hostile reception by another 
faction of the NNPP, who felt 
the Presidential Candidate 
was giving prominence to the 
late Prince Audu's faction of 
the NNPP over and above 
members of the new NNPP in 
the state.

The members who spoke to 
newsmen, lamented that 
having waited since the early 
hours of the morning in 
lokoja, the Presidential 

Constituents pour econiums 
on representative

From  DORCAS PANKYES,
Abuja

Candidate abandoned them 
for the NNPP faction in the 
former late Governor's 
country home whom they 
claimed are still members of 
the APC.

The NNPP Presidential 
Candidate who arrived in a 
m o t o r c a d e  w i t h  f e w  
supporters was shouted 
down by the supporters. 
Efforts to pacify them didn't 
go down well, following the 
throwing of sachet water and 
stones at the Presidential 
Candidate.

It took the efforts of 
security men who whisked 
him to a popular hotel in the 
city capital for safety.

A media aide of the 
Presidential Candidate who 
identified himself as Musa 
Yunusa, described the action 
of the supporters as normal 
in politics. He described Kogi 
as home to the Presidential 
Candidate.

Presidential candidate booed by 
aggrieved members 

From AMEDU JOSEPH, 
Lokoja



 Page 35SUNDAY STANDARD, September 4, 2022

ACJMC makes case for 
children, juveniles, others

Police arrests  thug for attacking vigilante 
From ABBAS GUNGURA, 

Bauchi

auchi State Police 
C o m m a n d  h a s  
arrested 22 thugs B

who attacked and wounded 
some members of vigilante 
within the metropolis.

Police Public Relations 
Officer of the Command, SP 
Mohammed Wakil who made 
this known in a press release 
Thursday said, the incident 
occurred on 30th August, 
2022.

Wakil said that the Police 
got intelligence report on 
30/08/2022 at about 1300hrs 
that on the same date at 
about 1235hrs that some 
group of notorious thugs 
attacked members of Peace 
and Security Committee 
Bakin Kura office.

According to him, the thugs 
who were armed with 
cutlasses, knives, sticks and 
other dangerous weapons, 
mercilessly inflicted serious 
injuries on some vigilante 
members.

Those injured according to 
the PPRO are; Danladi 
Suleiman, 32yrs-old and 
Yakubu Ibrahim, 42yrs-old.

He said, on receiving the 
information, a team of 
detect ives led by the 
Commander Rapid Response 
Squad (RRS) responded 
swiftly and succeeded in 
arresting  22 male suspects.

SP Wakil said the suspects 
are; Aliyu Adamu 'm' alias 
(U'U) aged 15yrs of Bakaro, 
Ukasha Abubakar 'm' alias 
(Ukasha Yaro) aged 20yrs-old 
of Kofar Mukaddas and 
Abdulmalik Abdullahi 'm' alias 
(Abba Juga) 18yrs of  
Kandahar,

Nura Inuwa 'm' alias 
(yellow) aged 17yrs of 
Bakaro,

Umar Abdullahi 'm' alias 
Faruq aged 18yrs of Malan 
G o j e ,  M o h a m m e d  
Mohammed Koli alias (Uncle) 
aged 18yrs, Umar Sulaiman 

alias (Babaji) aged 23yrs,
Ibrahim Idris alias (Iri) aged 

15yrs and
Kabiru Shehu 'm' aged 

14yrs.
The rest, the PPRO said 

include; Musa Usman alias 
(Maidawa) aged 14yrs, 
Buhari Sani alias (Di Maria) 
aged 18yrs, Aliyu Yakubu 
alias (Ali Luta), Isah Nuhu 
alias (Halacci), Abdulsamat 
A l i y u  a l i a s  ( M a i k a j i )  
Muhammad Umar alias (Dan 
wasa), Aliyu Adamu Aliyu 
alias (Remo), Abubakar 
Adamu al ias (Habule), 
Mujahid Abdullahi alias 
(James), Ibrahim Yunusa 
alias (Dan-mama), Mubarak 
Ismail alias (Dangongo), 
Abdullahi Garba 'm' alias 
(Dan Alhaji) and Khalid 
Kabiru 'm' alias (Abba) aged 
21yrs.

Exhibits recovered from the 
suspects, the PPRO said are; 
three knives, two cutlasses 
and two sticks.

He said one of the suspects, 
Ibrahim Inusa 'm' (Dan 
M a m a )  w a s  d u r i n g  
investigation found to have 
been in possession of one 
sharp animal horn, one knife, 
one block of green leaves 

suspected to be cannabis, 83 
p i e c e s  o f  s u s p e c t e d  
diazepam (D5 tablet) and 
138 yellow tablets suspected 
to be diazepam (D5).

 Wakil who said all suspects 
have confessed to the crime, 
n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
Commissioner of Police in 
the state, Umar Mamman 
Sanda has directed that the 
suspects bed charged to 
court.

He added that the CP also 
directed that a special 
operation be mounted to 
protect citizens, especially in 
this period.

The PPRO said, in line with 
t h e  C P ' s  d i r e c t i v e ,  
coordinated patrols and 
survei l lance would be 
carried out at a strategic 
locations across the State to 
ensure that any criminal 
element is apprehended and 
de -mob i l i z ed  w i t hou t  
collateral damage on the 
citizens.

CP Sanda appealed to the 
law-abiding citizens to be 
more vigilant and promptly 
report any suspic ious 
movement or attitude within 
their locations to the nearest 
Police Station.

From DORCAS PANKYES,
Abuja

DMINISTRATION of ACr imina l  Just ice 
Monitoring Committee 
(ACJMC) has made a case 
for the speedy trial of cases 
i n vo l v i n g  j u ven i l e s ,  
illiterates, Sexual Gender 
Based Violence (SGBV) and 
children in conflict with the 
law and Persons Living with 
Disability (PLWD).

The Executive Secretary 
of the ACJMC, Mr Sulayman 
Dawodu, who made the call 
on also decried the poor 
state of juvenile holding 
centres in the country, 
which according to him, is 
far below international best 
practices.

Dawodu spoke at a one-
d a y  s t a k e h o l d e r s '  
workshop on Gender 
Equa l i t y  and  Soc i a l  
Inclusion in the Criminal 
Justice System, which held 
in Abuja.

According to him these 
vulnerable groups have 
t h e i r  o w n  u n i q u e  
peculiarities that must be 
taken into consideration 
while implementing the law 
and po l ic ies  on the 
investigation, prosecution 
and adjudication of their 
interest within the criminal 
justice system.

He further explained that 
the aim of the workshop 
was to raise stakeholders' 
awareness on the issue and 
set out feasible plans and 
practices that would bring 
an improvement of these 
vulnerable groups.

Dawodu stated that the 
issue of juvenile holding 
centres is one issue which 

plagues the juvenile system 
in Nigeria due to the 
absence o f  adequate  
facilities, Dawodu called for 
the provision of dedicated 
“Youth Courts”, amongst 
others.

“Sadly, not only cases 
involving adults linger for 
considerable period of time. 
Cases involving juveniles, 
p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  w i t h  
disabilities and sexual 
gender-based violence 
offences, also linger for long 
periods without the cases 
being dispensed with,” he 
said.

H e  h o w e v e r  u r g e d  

stakeholders to ensure 
that the Nigerian criminal 
justice system is rid of all 
practices that make such 
cases linger in courts for 
long periods.

He added that resolutions 
reached and decisions 
taken at the workshop 
“would be the catalyst for 
an improved juvenile 
system in Nigeria”.

Meanwhile, the executive 
secretary also called for 
the implementation of the 
law on the rights of 
pe r sons  l i v i ng  w i th  
disability, as well as 
empowerment of the 
Disability Commission to 
enable it carry out its 
mandate effectively.

Pantami challenges  Galaxy Backbone on publicity
From WILLIE ATTAH,

Gombe

i n i s t e r  f o r  MCommunication and 
Digital Economy, Prof Ali Isa 
I b r a h i m  P a n t a m i  h a s  
c h a l l e n g e d  N i g e r i a ' s  
broadband service provider, 
Galaxy Backbone on the need 
to intensify the publicity of its 
activities to Nigerians.

Galaxy Backbone, a Federal 
Government owned company, 
was set up to provide 
accessibility to broadband, 
particularly to Nigerians in 
both public and private 
sectors.

The major activity of Galaxy 
is to provide ICT activities, 
provide Internet services 
whether it's fibre optic or 
sometimes wireless services, 
data centre services among 
many others.

The Minister threw the 
chal lenge short ly after 
inspecting the North-East 
Zonal Office of the company in 
Gombe which is set to 
commence services soon.

According to him, its services 
had been commercialised and 
expanded to cover the six 
geopolitical zones of the 
country, so as to generate 

more revenue for  the 
government. 

He said, "I want to agree 
with you that we have to do a 
lot when it comes to publicity, 
each and every house will 
know what galaxy provides 
and this is very important.

"This is a challenge to Galaxy 
to increase, particularly, not 
only to make the publicity, but 
to reach out to private and 
public institutions to even 
individuals so that they will be 
able to patronise the service. 

" I  a g r e e  w i t h  y o u ,  
government has been doing 
that in areas of publicity but 
its insufficient there is need 
for improvement in that 
regard", he stated while 
responding to questions from 
Journalists.

P r o f  P a n t a m i  t h e n  
commended on what he saw 
in the Gombe Zonal Office 
saying, "the Zonal officer in 
charge zone, I think is very 
okay, its very modest but 
highly sufficient and that is 
how business is supposed to 

be.
"You have to make it easy to 

be manageable so that it will 
not consume huge amount of 
money in managing the 
beauty because what is 
important is the efficiency of 
the officers rather than the 
construction, even though 
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  
commendable due to its high 
quality", he stressed

The Managing Director of 
Galaxy Backbone Limited, 
Prof. Mohammad Bello 
Abubakar, in an interview, 
called on public and private 
organisations, as well as 
individuals to patronise the 
services of the organisation  
so as to have a safe and 
secure data being generated. 

"Data, as it is presently, it is 
money. Data is your crude oil, 
data is everything. You just 
have to protect it. This is 
again one fundamental thing 
that Galaxy is supposed to 
provide, protection to the 
government data," said 
Abubakar.

He gave a one-month 
timeline for activities in the 
Gombe Zonal Office to 
commence.

Bauchi Governor presents cars to Perm. Secs

ov. Bala Mohammed 
o f  Bauch i  S ta te  G

recently presented 32 new 
Suzuki Sport Utility Vehicles 
(SUVs) to 22 Permanent 

Secretaries in the state.
The News Agency of 

Nigeria (NAN) reports that 
other beneficiaries of the 
cars were the judicial 
officers with six cars as well 
as the Bauchi State Chapter 
of the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) which 
received four of  the 
vehicles.

Speaking during the 
presentation, the Governor 
said that the vehicles were 
meant  to  ass i s t  the  
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  i n  t h e  
discharge of their official 
responsibilities and also to 
serve as a catalyst for 
improved productivity for 
the benefits of the citizens of 
the state.

Mohammed, who lauded 
the judiciary for effective 
service del ivery, also 
applauded the organised 
labour for its cordial 
relationship with the state 
government as well as 
making sure that neither the 
government nor the labour 
force was shortchanged.

He added that the civil 
service had come to a level 
where the state government 
was including it in whatever 
it was doing.

“A strong civil service is 
r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  
implementation of the 
policies and programmes of 

government for the social 
economic development of 
the state.

“It is for this reason that 
government used merit in 
t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  
permanent secretaries.

“Th is  in i t ia t ive  has  
brought about remarkable 
improvement in the service 
delivery in the state,” he 
said.

Mohammed urged the 
permanent secretaries to 
continue to do their best in 
the discharge of their 
responsibilities by being 
upright and dedicated to 
duties.

“So far, I want to confess 
that I have seen improved 
productivity in the service 
because of the calibre of the 
permanent secretaries we 
have,” Mohammed said.

In his vote of thanks, 
Alhaji Yahuza Haruna, the 
state Head of Civil Service, 
appreciated the state 
governor for the 'kind 
gesture' and bringing the 
much-needed intervention 
into the civil service.

He assured that the civil 
service would put in its best 
to help the administration 
achieve more in the state.

He however, reminded all 
the beneficiaries of the 
vehicles that to whom much 
is given, much is expected.

Alkali

Ehanire

Pantami









van Toney passed 
the 50-goal mark for IBrentford in style 

with a superb hat-trick to 
condemn Leeds to a second 
successive Premier League 
away defeat.

Toney opened the scoring 
with a penalty, awarded after a 
foul by Luis Sinisterra and a 
long VAR intervention, then 
doubled the hosts' lead with a 
superb free-kick, and chipped 
in his third after the break.

Sinisterra had made it 2-1 
just before half-time, but then 
came Toney's hat-trick goal, 
and a red card for Leeds boss 
Jesse Marsch, sent off after 
urging referee Robert Jones to 
use the monitor to review a 
challenge by Aaron Hickey on 
Crysencio Summerville.

Marc Roca gave the visitors 
hope again, but Bryan 
Mbeumo put Brentford 4-2 up 
before Yoane Wissa added a 
late fifth.

The win lifted Brentford to 
seventh in the table, while 
Leeds slipped to ninth and are 
still seeking their first victory 
on the road this season.

Toney's landmark goal to 
open the scoring might not 
have had too many home fans 
anticipating a record-breaking 
afternoon for Brentford.

Despite the absence of in-
form Rodrigo - the victim of a 
painful shoulder injury against 
Everton on Tuesday that is 
expected to keep him out for 
weeks - Leeds had been a 
threat in an entertaining first 
half until then.

Brentford summer signing 
Keane Lewis-Potter twice had 
sight of goal, producing a 
beautiful piece of control to set 
himself up inside the box and 
hesitating fractionally too long 
when the skilful Mbuemo 
located the 21-year-old in a 
promising position.

Toney brought up his half-
century for the club in the 30th 
minute with a powerful spot-
kick placed beyond Illan 
Meslier, with Sinisterra judged 
to have fouled the striker 
following a pitchside monitor 
check by referee Jones.

As with his penalty, Toney's 

ottenham maintained Ttheir unbeaten start to 

the season as they beat 

Fulham with goals from 

Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg and 

Harry Kane.
A late strike from Fulham's 

star man Alexander Mitrovic 

made for a nervy final 10 

minutes as Marco Silva's side 

suffered a second loss of the 

season.
Spurs threatened to score 

virtually every time they 

came forward and had ample 

opportunity to extend their 

lead further, firing off 23 

shots, 10 of which were on 

target.
However, it was thanks to 

former Arsenal keeper Bernd 

Leno and a resolute Fulham 

defence that they were held 

to just two goals.
Hojbjerg's slotted finish 

into the bottom corner after 

some nifty passing in 

Fulham's box opened the 

scoring, before Kane headed 

home to double their lead 

after 75 minutes.
F u l h a m  h a d  b e e n  

completely unable to get in 

ournemouth brilliantly Brecovered from 2-0 behind 
at half-time to claim a 
stunning Premier League 
victory against free-spending 

free-kick flew into the left-
hand corner of Meslier's net 
after the 26-year-old had 
scarcely taken a run-up to his 
strike, demonstrating his 
exper t  techn ique in  a  
performance that will amplify 
calls for an England call-up.

Summer signing Sinisterra 
atoned for his costly foul on 
Toney with third goal in three 
starts for his new club shortly 
before the break, skipping 
past  R ico  Henry  a f ter  
collecting a Ben Mee flick and 
drilling a composed low finish 
beyond the advancing David 
Raya.

Patrick Bamford, who was 
introduced at half-time as 
Leeds boss Marsch looked to 
build momentum, troubled 
Brentford with his direct 
running and sent a shot wide 
within minutes of coming on.

Toney punished Leeds to 
make it three before the hour 
mark, seizing on a defensive 
mix-up when Diego Llorente 
failed to clear with a perfectly 
weighted chip from outside the 

the game for the majority of 

the  90  minutes  w i th  

Mitrovic's threat nullified 

until his 83rd minute goal - 

his sixth of the season.
Richarlison, making his first 

start for Spurs since joining 

from Everton in the summer, 

looked lively and had a goal 

chalked off for offside in the 

final minutes of the match.
Tottenham lacked cutting 

edge in their 1-1 draw 

against West Ham on 

Wednesday and, with so 

many chances missed 

against Fulham, it was 

feasible that the same 

scenario could play out 

again.
They piled on the pressure 

in the first half with shots 

coming from all over the 

park,  Son Heung-min 

smacked a shot off the bar, 

Richarlison had multiple 

chances to score his first 

Spurs goal.
Son saw an early goal 

penalty area to beat the 
s t r a n d e d  M e s l i e r  a n d  
desperately backtracking 
captain Robin Koch.

American Marsch was then 
dismissed, and had to watch 
from afar as Bamford misfired 
from point-blank range and 
Marc Roca shot straight at 
Raya from close quarters, but 
the Spanish midfielder gave 
Leeds hope by making it 3-2.

There were 63 seconds 
between Roca hitting back for 
spirited Leeds and Mbuemo 
making it four for Brentford, 
with Wissa ensuring Brentford 
scored five goals in a top-flight 
game for the first time since 
1938.

Thomas  F rank ' s  s i d e  
deserved the club's largest-
ever haul in a Premier League 
match - and with a striker of 
Toney's talent and brimming 
confidence leading the line, 
their status as the only team in 
the division so far to have 
scored in six opening games 
this season is little surprise.

chalked off when Kane was 

deemed to be interfering 

with play after going for a 

header from an offside 

position, despite the South 

Korea international's looped 

cross finding the back of the 

net without his team-mate's 

efforts.
But the form of last 

season's joint-Golden Boot 

winner Son will undoubtedly 

be becoming a concern for 

manager Antonio Conte - he 

has not scored with any of his 

17 shots this season, four of 

which came against Fulham.
That said, Spurs' defence 

were not really threatened 

until Mitrovic's late goal and 

Leno was called into action 

seven times, the most saves 

he has made in a Premier 

League game.
Tottenham are undefeated 

in their last 12 Premier 

League games and their 

100% home record this 

season remains in tact.

a f t e r  t he  s t r i ke r  had  
dispossessed Scott McKenna 
deep in his own half.

Having looked out of the 
contest at the break, the 
managerless Cherries, led by 
caretaker Gary O'Neil, have 
now claimed a draw and a win 
since the 9-0 thrashing by 
Liverpool and the subsequent 
sacking of Scott Parker.

Their afternoon did not start 
well when the home side took 
the lead through Cheikhou 
Kouyate, who rose highest to 
power in a header from 
Morgan Gibbs-White's cross.

Brennan Johnson doubled 
the lead on the stroke of half-
time from the penalty spot 
after a long VAR check, with 
Lloyd Kelly penalised for 
handball.

But Bournemouth showed 
their powers of recovery in the 
second period through Philip 
Billing's thumping long-range 
strike and Solanke's acrobatic 
effort, before Anthony sealed 
victory late on.

This meeting between two of 

last season's promoted sides 
was a slow burner for half an 
hour, but ignited into a 
m e m o r a b l e  c o n t e s t ,  
particularly for the travelling 
Bournemouth players and 
supporters.

The south coast side might 
have already been written off 
by some, and they looked to 
be heading for their fifth 
consecutive league game 
without victory.

But  they  tu rned  the  
afternoon around in dramatic 
fashion to partly erase some 
painful memories from last 
weekend's humiliation at 
Anfield by securing their 
second win of the campaign.

Parker was dismissed after 
he took aim at the owners for 
not backing him in the transfer 
window, but those comments 
may look misguided as the 
same crop of players are now 
performing under O'Neil.

The former Portsmouth 
midfielder has overseen a 
turnaround in form and may 
be eyeing up the job on a full-

SUNDAY STANDARD, September 4, 2022  Page 39

time basis after backing up the 
midweek goal less draw 
against Wolves with this 
comeback.

A tactical change at the 
break against Forest, from a 
4-2-3-1 formation to 5-2-3, 
did the trick as Billing's 
thunderous 30-yard effort set 
them on the road to recovery, 
and Solanke's overhead kick 
was his 50th goal for the club 
in all competitions.

The ex-Liverpool man played 
a huge part in the winner too, 
nicking the ball off McKenna 
before feeding Anthony to 
coolly convert.

Forest, meanwhile, suffered 
back-to-back defeats under 
Steve Cooper for the first 
time, having been thrashed 6-
0 by champions Manchester 
City on Wednesday.

Kouyate's first goal for the 
club and Johnson's penalty - 
given after a five-minute 
check by VAR and referee 
Michael Oliver on the pitchside 
monitor - gave them the 
perfect platform, but they 
crumbled thereafter.

Club record signing Taiwo 
Awoniyi, one of 21 players 
signed by Forest in the 

Brentford condemn 
Leeds in style win 

Tottenham have lost only once in their last 16 Premier League games

Ivan Toney made it 52 goals and 18 out of 18 from the penalty spot for Brentford 
in an absorbing win over Leeds

Nottingham Forest.
Jaidon Anthony was the 

match-winner for the visitors 
in the 87th minute, stroking in 
from Dominic Solanke's pass 

Tottenham maintain 
unbeaten start

Bournemouth recover to claim victory

Anthony
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TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

EURO 2020: 

u b s t i t u t e  K a i  
Havertz scored a Slate winner as 

Chelsea came from 
behind to record a 
dramatic victory over 
West Ham, who had a 
90th-minute Maxwel 
Cornet equaliser ruled 
out.

The Hammers frustrated 
Chelsea in a first half that 
saw plenty of home 
possession but no shots on 
target for either side, and 
looked to have executed 
t h e i r  g a m e p l a n  t o  
perfection when Michail 
Antonio scored from a rare 
attack after 62 minutes.

The forward bundled in 
from close range after 
Blues goalkeeper Edouard 
Mendy failed to deal with a 
corner, but the visitors' lead 
was wiped out 14 minutes 
later.

Chelsea, on the back of a 
record summer of spending 
and with £70m arrival 
Wesley Fofana making his 
debut, had struggled to 
break down David Moyes' 
side before Ben Chilwell 
snuck in to level from a 
tight angle shortly after 
coming off the bench.

It sparked a frantic finish, 
with Cornet almost winning 
it late on for the visitors, 
only to see his header come 
back off the post and the 
Blues immediately score 
themselves through a 
clinical Havertz header 
from Chilwell's cross.

There was still time for 

more drama as Cornet 
pounced, but only after a 
foul on Mendy that was 
awarded once referee 
Andrew Madley consulted 
the pitchside monitor.

It gives Chelsea their third 
win of the season and lifts 
the Blues to fifth, while 
West Ham sit 18th.

The most expensive 
transfer window from any 
British club in history is over 
and now the real business 
begins for Thomas Tuchel 
and his side, with the 
expectation on £255m-
worth of new additions to 
deliver results.

Fofana was handed his 
debut after arriving from 
Leicester City for £70m in a 
side that also included 
statement signings Kalidou 
Koulibaly, Marc Cucurella 
and Raheem Sterling.

However, it needed two 
players bought in the 
previous two summers to 
spark Chelsea into life at 
Stamford Bridge after 
falling behind to a scrappy 
Antonio opener.

First Chilwell - jostling for 
that left-sided spot with 
Cucurella - showed his class 
with a smart touch and neat 
finish from a narrow angle 
to pull the hosts level with 
14 minutes remaining, and 
i t  wa s  t h e  Eng l and  
international who then 
provided the cross for 
Havertz to put Tuchel's side 
in front in the 88th minute.

That good work was 
almost wiped out when 

Cornet found the roof of the 
net after another mix-up in 
the Chelsea defence, and 
there were relieved faces in 
the Blues side when the 
verdict was a foul on 
goalkeeper Mendy in the 
build-up.

It was a dramatic ending 
to what, for an hour, had 
been a dull affair.

Christian Pulisic has been 

used  spar ing ly  th i s  
season, though his USA 
boss Gregg Berhalter has 
tipped the winger to 
"prove everyone wrong", 
and he had the game's first 
shot in the 27th minute 
that deflected wide for a 
Chelsea corner, though 
neither side managed to 
hit the target until almost 
the hour mark.

That was a delightful 
volley from Jarrod Bowen 
that forced Mendy into a 
save, and from the resulting 
corner came the goal - 
Mendy failed to deal with a 
f l i ck-on,  Dec lan Rice 
knocked it back across goal 
and Antonio nudged in from 
close range.

Tuchel was aggrieved, 
feeling there was a foul on 

his goalkeeper, but he was 
happy with the resilience 
his side showed, and the 
quality Chelsea could bring 
off the bench to turn the 
encounter in their favour is 
a sign of the strength in 
d e p t h  t h e  l a v i s h l y  
assembled Blues now 
possess.

It has taken a while for 
West Ham to get going this 
season but a win at Aston 
Villa and a well-earned point 
against Tottenham have 
given Moyes' side some 
belief, and the visitors will 
feel they should also have 
taken something from 
Stamford Bridge.

A disciplined display kept 
Chelsea at bay for the most 
part and the Hammers were 
clinical from their own rare 
attacks, though had Cornet 
turned his late header inside 
the post rather than against 
it they would likely be 
leaving with three points.

It was a Cornet strike that 
did find the net that left 
Moyes furious, though, with 
Bowen adjudged to have 
caught goalkeeper Mendy 
before the ball fell to his 
team-mate.

"I t  is  a scandalous 
decision," said Moyes. "The 
referee gave it and I don't 
know who sent him from 
VAR, but I always thought he 
would say it is a goal once he 
went to the screen.

"I have seen it from all 
angles and find it incredibly 
difficult to see how that is 
chalked off. I don't know who 
in VAR sent him there."

pitch. You saw the team 
spirit around us. We didn't 
get the three points, but 
we can keep building now.

'All ison made some 
wonderful saves as well. 
That's our job, to help the 
team when needed. It's my 
first clean sheet of the 

season, and it's another 
building block for us as a 
team to get better and get 
better.

'It's hard work, it's 
commitment, we'll keep 
bu i l d i ng ,  we ' l l  g e t  
stronger, we'll get the 
wins.'

spectacular moments. 
They scored the goal, I 
didn't watch it back. Ally 
with a sensational save.

'I didn't see that back, 
but I don't know how that 
didn't go in. But I'm not 
sure how many chances 
we had. 

Man of the match 
Jordan Pickford was in 
exceptional form at 
Goodison Park as he was 
able to deny Liverpool 
more than once in the 
game.

T h e  E n g l a n d  
international is confident 
that the club can push on 
now and start to win in 
the Premier League, a 
feat they have yet to 
manage this season.

He said: 'You've got to 
be in the moment. I 
thought I had a good 
game today, I was right in 
the moment, helping the 
lads. 

'You need leaders on the 

iverpool boss Jurgen LKlopp was unable to 
hide his disbelief after his 
side played out a goalless 
draw against Everton in an 
exciting Merseyside derby. 

The Reds went close to 
scor ing on mul t ip le  
occasions, only to be 
denied by an outstanding 
Jordan Pickford in the 
Everton goal and the 
woodwork.

The Toffess themselves 
also went close as Tom 
Davies hit the post, Alisson 
denied Neal Maupay for 
debut goal and Conor 
Coady had a goal ruled out 
for offside by VAR. 

After the game, Klopp 
told BT Sport: 'Wow! What 
can you do? In this game, 
easy, free flowing is not 
possible. You have to dig in 
really deep, which we did. 
0-0 sounds strange, but 
that's it.

'It's the derby, super 
intense, with a lot of really 

Blues come from behind to win

Kai Havertz combined with fellow susbtitute Ben Chilwell to win it for Chelsea

Merseyside derby ends in stalemate

Klopp
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