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ACCORDING to international 
best practices, a national 
currency ought to be redesigned 
and rebranded after every 7-10 
years’ time. Like the United 
States Dollar introduced 230 
years ago had undergone 
several redesigns in different 
times right from the day of its 
production on 2nd April 1792 till 
date and there would even be 
another rebranding in year 2030 
o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  U S D  
denominations, the pounds 
sterling which is currency of the 
United Kingdom introduced 
1222 years ago had too 
undergone several redesigns 
and rebranding virtually after 
passage of every King and 
Queen of England and in time of 
need for new denomination 
introduction.

The currency, Naira, first 
introduced on 1st January, 1973 
by the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) under the then head of 
state General Yakubu Gowon 
and governorship of the apex 
bank by Dr. Clement Nyong 
Isong who served from 15th 
August 1967 to 22nd September 
1975, CBN which is the only legal 
tender issuer body in Nigeria had 
since from then up till date been 
modifying and rebranding the 
currency which is the global best 
practices for both the paper note 
and coin. The Nigerian Naira has 
failed to undergo changes within 
the period of 5-8 years in 
accordance with globally 
recommended best practices not 
until this time.

The first currencies introduced 
were the 50 kobo, ? 1, ? 5, ? 10 
and ? 20 respectively. Nigerians 
should know the antecedents of 
the evolving Naira when 11 
years after its introduction, to 
control money laundering and 
stop corruption, modification 
and rebranding was carried out 
when all colours of the Naira 
w e r e  c h a n g e d  u n d e r  
Muhammadu Buhar i  who 
happens to be Nigeria`s head of 
state and Alhaj i  Ahmed 
Abdulkadir as the CBN governor 
then. In 1991, 50 kobo and ? 1 
were both turned to coins and 
? 50 notes introduced under the 
then head of state Ibrahim 
Badamasi Babangida with the 
same man in 1984 as CBN 
g o v e r n o r .  F o u r  m o r e  
denominations of ? 100, ? 200, 
? 500 and ? 1000 was seen in 
1999, 2000, 2001 and on 12th 
October 2005 respectively all 
unde r  f o rmer  p res i den t  
Olusegun Obasanjo under the 
governorship of Dr. Paul A 
Ogwumma, Chief J O Sanusi and 
Prof. Chukwuma C. Soludo. Also, 
a remarkable and significant 
change was done under 
Olusegun Obasanjo in which ? 5, 
? 10, ? 20 and ? 50 notes were 
changed to leather note from 
paper notes respectively. The 

Naira was further redesigned and 
r e b r a n d e d  i n  2 0 1 4  i n  
commemoration of Nigeria’s` 
100th centenary anniversary 
s ince  amalgamat ion,  the  
rebranding affected ? 100 bill 
alone which at that time Goodluck 
Jonathan was the president and 
the rebranding was under the 
governorship of the present CBN 
governor Godwin Emefiele. 
Nigeria has in the past years not 
been redesigning and rebranding 
any of its currency nearly more 
than the internationally expected 
years for a country to rebrand and 
redesign its currencies but now, 
a g a i n  u n d e r  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu Buhari led federal 
government and governorship of 
the bank under Godwin Emefiele, 
four denominations of the Naira 
currency will undergo redesign 
and rebranding which is going to 
be historical and commendable. 
By the time the new currency is 
ready for circulation, PMB would 
have set a record as the first 
Nigerian president whom under 
his watch the Naira undergone 
redesign and rebranding twice, 
one as a military head of state 
and as a democratically elected 
president.

It is important to note that, 
currency rebranding is very 
crucial as it paves way for 
introduction of new features to it 
which would definitely be more 
advanced so as to give it more 
authentication and secure it 
better importantly to counterfeit 
deterrence, it gives avenue for 
mopping up of worn out and torn 
notes in circulation so as to give it 
more eye-value to foreign 

interactors and even to 
investors. Every currency 
redesign is aimed a possible 
restoration and strengthening of 
confidence in economy of a 
nation as if there is much 
circulation, it leads to inflation 
according to Irvin Fishers 
“Quantity theory of money” and 
the level of currency circulation 
is less important than the level of 
its GDP. Higher money in 
circulation makes banks have 
not enough cash to lend to 
businesses which eventually 
makes them increase interest 
rate but controlling its flow and 
having enough may lead to a bit 
fall of interest rate. As we 
approach the political, it is 
culturally known that there is 
always possibility of vote buying 
and too much spending during 
campaigning period, one would 
say it is to deter such practices 
that it was decided that the 
rebranding take place, it will help 
in forcing politicians spend 
within INECs accepted limit for 
campaigns. Corrupt officials and 
those with ill-gotten wealth will 
at this moment in time be 
exposed as the Nigerian financial 
intelligence unit NFIU, the banks 
and the EFCC will be ready at 
ground to question any deposit 
of huge some amount of 
denomination just to swap it with 
the new to avoid the loose of 
illicit fund, this will obviously 
become a plus to government as 
if proven illicit it will be seized 
and forfeited into government 
coffers and eventually be 
channelled to important sectors 
of the economy in need.

Different nations have gone 

through currency redesigns as 

they cope through different 

changes and Nigeria is no 

exception. This could be a result 

of changing regimes, or of new 

p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  b e l i e f s .  

Regardless of what triggers 

the change, all this only 

means one thing; redesigning 

an entire set of currencies that 

spell a gainful change in an 

entire nation.

There has been evolution of currency used in Nigeria prior to 1960 and even after, which is one aspect of Nigeria’s financial 

services revolution and global best practices,  JIBRIL SALISU NA`INNA writes.

The evolving Nigerian Naira notes

Emefiele
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T H E  P l a t e a u  S t a t e  
Governorship candidate of the 
Labour Party, Dr. Patrick 
Dakum has assured that his 
government will not witch-
hunt anyone. 

Dakum was speaking during 
an exclusive interview he 
granted THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD in Jos, the 
Plateau State capital recently, 
in which he touched on a wide 
range of issues, including what 
he intends to do differently if 
elected Governor in 2023. 

Speaking, Dakum said a 
Labour Party government in 
Plateau “is not a party that 
would come to witch hunt 
anybody.” He says the Labour 
Party would not waste its time 
looking backward. That there 
is no reason turning back, 
because the people that have 
turned back in the past have 
achieved very little. 

 Governor “Simon Bako 
Lalong is the leader of Plateau 
State today. He's doing 
whatever he sees as his best. 
And then when he finishes, he 
will go.” Dakum said he can't 
claim to know exactly what 
circumstances make the 
Gove rno r  t ake  ce r t a i n  
decisions, but he believes he 
can do better if given the 

chance. 
On the reasons why he 

joined the Labour Party, 
D a k u m  s a i d  “ t h e  
circumstances surrounding 
the party (APC) are the 
reasons we left and are Labour 
Party.” He believes that the 
ambiance of Labour Party 
would enable them do better. 

He says going back, and 
starting to set up commissions 

By FWENJI GO'AR

' Labour Party will not
 witch hunt anyone’

of enquiry, just to “catch 
somebody is a waste of time.” 

And that they “do not intend 
t o  d i s s o l v e  l o c a l  
governments, because it is 
illegal.” He said his Deputy 
(Pwajok) is an SAN. That they 
would not come and start 
doing something illegal. 
Government, he says “will 
run with a forward-ever 
mentality” so that they would 
be able to perform.  

 

Dakum

AHEAD of the 2023 
general elections, the 
International Republican 
Institute (IRI) says it will 
continue to work with 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  t o  
eliminate barriers to 
w o m e n ’ s  p o l i t i c a l  
representation. 

The group at a training 
tagged “PDP Male Allies 
Transformative Training,” 
in Abuja Monday said 
members of the party’s 
State Working Committee 
were specifically targeted 
to introduce them to the 
i s s u e s  o f  g e n d e r  
mainstreaming.

IRI Deputy Director, 
Sunday Alao, stressed the 
n e e d  f o r  t h e  m a l e  
counterpart to support 
gender advocacy and 
policies around gender 
inclusion.

He said: “So we have one 
person from each of the 
state working committees, 
and the intent is to see how 
we can make them become 
allies for gender-friendly 
policies, and also to serve a 
centre of influence for 
other male counterparts 
that are members of the 
state working committee.”

On her part, Executive 
Director, She Can Lead 
Initiative, Chikas Kumle 
said women will bring 

l a u d a b l e  i d e a s  i n t o  
governance if given the 
opportunity.

She said more women in 
governance will bring about 
good governance.

The women advocate 
said: “when women are 
given more opportunity to 
serve in every capacity, 
they bring in different ideas 
and different perspectives 
to the table. 

“So we need everyone to 
understand why we need 
the women. And I also want 
to use this opportunity to 
say we are bringing in more 
women advocating for more 
women. 

“When I say we I mean 
International Republican 
Institute. They are bringing 
in more women and men to 
talk about this subject to 
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  
understand that bringing in 
m o r e  w o m e n  i n  
government increase the 
d e l i v e r y  o f  g o o d  

governance to the citizens.
While delivering a lecture 

titled “Gender and Power”, 
IRI Consultant Kenya, 
Anyona Gichuru lamented 
that women contribute 
more than 60% of the 
population of any growing 
nation, yet not give 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  a  
leadership role.

He said findings shown 
that women make better 
leaders than women. 
Gichuru urged the male 
counterparts to support 
women seeking political 
positions.  He said ” we 
also need to develop an 
environment where both 
women and men have 
reasonable access to 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  
resources.

“Political leaders and 
other stakeholders must 
ensure that deliberate and 
targeted steps are taken to 
ensure gender equity is 
achieved.”

Women’s political representation: IRI
 trains PDP male allies 

THE governorsh ip  
candidate of the Labour 
Party, Dr. Patrick Dakum 
has emphasized that the 
Labour Party belongs to 
the Nigerian workers. 
"Because it was given 
birth to by the NLC and 
TUC."
H e  m a d e  t h i s  

disclosure on Monday in 
his residence in an 
interview with THE 
NIGERIA STANDARD 
newspaper.
Dakum pointed out 

that at the national 
level, there is a charter 
of agreement between 
the Labour Congress 
and what they call 
g ove r nan ce  wh i c h  
demands the protection 
of the workers' right. It 
includes that the worker 
gets his due as at when 
due.
The agreement also 

prescribes that the 
worker would have a 
conduc ive  work ing  
environment where he 
would be productive.
The  governorsh ip  

candidate says one of 
their goals is to right size 
the workforce not down 
size by putting round 
pegs in round holes.
This involves putting 

every worker where he 
w o u l d  b e  b e s t  
productive. So that the 
civi l  servant would 
operate with a business 
mind.
Dr. Dakum said that it 

would involve attitude 
change which in turn 
wou l d  c hange  t h e  
fortunes of government 
owned businesses like 
media outfits. Giving an 
example  w i th  THE 
NIGERIA STANDARD 
which used to be the 
voice of the North and 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
respected their views in 
the past.
"I believe we have a 

huge responsibility to 
move the state forward 
along with workers, 
because it is our party," 

Dakum reiterated. And 
a d d e d  t h a t  t h e  
Constitution of the 
Labour Party provides 
t h a t  o n e  d e p u t y  
chairman of the party at 
the state level must be 
f r o m  t h e  L a b o u r  
Congress, one must be 
from the TUC, he 

pointed out.
Mr. Dakum stated that 

Labour Party is for 
everyone, thus its logo 
of "Mama, Papa, Pikin". 
There is something for 
everyone to better the 
lot of Nigeria. Nigerians 
need a change, he 
emphasized.

...party belongs to workers
By YVONNE ISHOLA

THE Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
says it will work with relevant 
s t akeho lde r s  t o  t ra ck  
campaign finances, vote 
buying and other anomalies 
before, during and after the 
general elections.

Mrs Hauwa Kangiwa, INEC 
Administrative Secretary in 
Sokoto State, said this at a 
stakeholders meeting on 
Monday in Sokoto.

She assured that all updates 
a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  

identifications and invitations 
will be done to carry all 
collaborating agencies along.

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
secretary, however, disclosed 
that a total of 124,963 
Permanent Voter Cards 
(PVCs) were yet to be claimed 
in the state.

She explained that 86,446 
of the unclaimed PVCs were 
from 2019; 25,380 for those 
registered in 2021 and 
13,137 for those that 
transferred their voting 

centres.
According to her, 148,446 

new PVCs have been sent to 
the 23 local government areas 
for distribution.

K a n g i w a  t o l d  t h e  
s t akeho l de r s  t ha t  t he  
commission had received 
3,991 units of Bimodal Voter 
Accreditation System (BVAS) 
to be used during the 2023 
general elections in the state.

According to her, the BVAS 
wil l  be configured and 
assigned to polling units 

across the state.
She added that INEC staff 

members were being trained 
in effective handling of the 
BVAS ahead of the elections.

The administrative secretary 
assured that the commission 
was ready for the elections, 
and would continue to 
interface with different 
stakeholders, as part of its 
voter education programme.

“The commission is well 
prepared to conduct the 2023 
genera l  e l ec t i ons ,  the  
preparation will take the 
commission up to the day of 
elections and beyond.

”All departments and local 
government off ices are 
working tirelessly to make 
sure that our constitutional 
dut ies are carr ied out 
effectively, ” Kangiwa said.

Mr Ibrahim Abdullahi, 
Chairman, Coalition of Non 
Governmental Organizations 
in Sokoto state, expressed 
fears that the “alarming” rate 
of vote buying may affect the 
outcome of the general 
elections.

He therefore urged INEC and 
security agencies to take 
decisive action to check the 
disturbing trend.

INEC to track campaign finances – Official

The Taraba State House of 
Assembly is making frantic 
efforts to persuade its staff not 
to shut down the Assembly 
over unpaid seven years outfit 
allowance.

THE NIGERIA STANDARD 
reports that last week, the 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y  S t a f f  
Association of Nigeria(PASAN), 
Taraba State Chapter had 
issued a 7-day ultimatum 
following the expiration of a 
21-day ultimatum to the 
Taraba State government to 
offset the 7 years backlog of 

outfit allowances owed its 
members.

In the letter jointly signed 
by the Chairman, Comrade 
Ibrahim Bala Yusuf and 
Secretary, Comrade Yahuda 
M. Atwen, dated 26th 
October, 2022 and addressed 
to the Honourable Speaker, 
Taraba State House of 
Assembly, the workers 
warned that failure to address 
the matter before 4th 
November 2022 would result 
in an indefinite strike. 

"A 7 day ultimatum is 
hereby issued starting from 
Wednesday 26th October to 

Friday 4th November, 2022 
for the state government to 
respond positively. After 
which the union may decide to 
embark upon an indefinite 
strike if no positive response 
is received," the statement 
read.

But during plenary Monday, 
the Speaker came out publicly 
to announce for a meeting 
between the Assembly and 
the association which actually 
took place after the plenary 
session.

According to the Chairman 
of the association, the 
Speaker, Joseph Albasu 

Kunini, pleaded with the staff 
for time to interface with 
Governor Darius Ishaku on the 
matter. 

He however maintained that 
the association still stands on 
the Friday November 4th, 
2022 deadl ine for  the 
allowances to be off set or else 
they will embark on strike.

Meanwhile, THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD learnt that based 
on the official timetable, the 
Governor is billed to present 
the 2023 budget to the House 
on Monday 7th November, 
2022.

Taraba Assembly pleads with staff over unpaid allowance
From VICTOR GAI, Jalingo

Ayu
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Laws are made for posterity and not for the egos of certain personalities. But for our lawmakers and governors, their present station and egos must be satiated first…It 
is not just governors who are sabotaging constitutional amendments over time; lawmakers at both federal and state levels and the executive are complicit in the 
conspiracy against useful, dynamic and incremental legislations for good governance in Nigeria. Writes ZAINAB SULEIMAN OKINO.

PENULTIMATE week, I touched 
briefly on how legislators at the 
state level are pocketed by their 
governors, such that the former 
are not just at the beck and call 
of the latter, in an arrangement 
in which they ought to be 
independent, but that state 
legislators are like babies 
bottle-fed by governors. The 
analogy being made was to that 
of Rivers State governor, 
Nyesom Wike, and the manner 
o f  h i s de - recogn i t i on o f  
Celestine Omehia, with the 
legislative support of the state’s 
House of Assembly. They helped 
do Omehia in, in Wike’s ego war 
with his erstwhile ally. That 
ar t i c le , wh ich was t i t l ed 
“Weaning legislatures from 
executive feeding bottle”, which 
became more relevant a few 
weeks after, is excerpted below:

“One sore po int in our 
experimental democracy is the 
role of legislatures. In theory it 
is said to be independent, but in 
practical terms one is an 
appendage of the other at least 
in Nigeria. It is worse with state 
Houses of Assembly.

Our all-powerful governors, 
with a dictatorial streak in a 
supposed democracy have 
turned state legislatures into 
tools for manipulation despite 
their supposed independence. 
Each time any governor is 
unhappy with any elected 
member of his cabinet, whether 
his deputy or House of Assembly 
officials, the governor simply 
bribes the state’s lawmakers to 
do his biddings, however he 
wants it — recall or removal. The 
legislators only make laws that 
please their master-governors. 
It is a shame that such a political 
vendetta which took place at the 
Rivers State House of Assembly 
was orchestrated by these 
pawns called legislators.

Since 2007 when Celestine 
Omehia was sacked by the 
Supreme Court to make way for 
Rotimi Amaechi to be the 
governor of the state, the man 
(Omehia) was quietly nursing 
his wounds until 2015, when 
Governor Wike emerged as 
gove rno r. He supposed ly 
honoured Omehia and restored 
him as an ex-governor and paid 
his entitlements using the same 
Rivers State House of Assembly 
to pass a law to that effect.

Although everyone knew that 
the governor’s motive was to 
spite his former friend turned 

P r o c e d u r e  f o r  R e m o v i n g  
Presiding Officers of the State 
House s o f  A s semb l y and 
Institutionalising Legislative 
Bureaucracy in the Constitution.

The Conference of Speakers 
may have a genuine case 
(especially on the matter of state 
police), even as we all know that 
governors pull the string from 
b e h i n d  a n d  p e r h a p s  a r e  
unperturbed that laws are not 
made to satisfy the selfish 
purpose of individuals. On the 
other hand, why did the Omo-
Agege committee leave out the 
issue of state police and judicial 
council for states? If the senators 
are concerned about such being 
abused, so are the concerns of 
peop le about the Federa l 
Government’s abuse of the 
existing instruments.

No one needs a lesson on why 
the s ta te assemb l i es a re 
reluctant to pass those bills. It 
was the voice of Esau and the 
hand of Jacob, going by past 
precedents, as governors had 
stopped the autonomy of their 
state Houses of Assembly in the 
past; something that would have 
strengthened democracy, the 
advancement of the people, and 
interest of the lawmakers. As 
such, when DSP Omo-Agege 
pointed accusing fingers at them, 
he was not far from the truth.

Bad as this is, it is retrogressive 
for elected governors to hold 
down equally elected legislators 
of the state Houses of Assembly. 
How can we right all the wrongs in 
the constitution if we shy away 
from doing the right thing by 
correcting all the grey areas 
gradually? State Houses of 
A s s e m b l y  w i l l  r e m a i n  
appendages for as long as 
governors are in charge with the 
current constitution, and so shall 
we remain stagnant.

Omo-Agege said: “We are 
aware of the undue interference 
with legislative processes and the 
political capture of some state 
Houses of Assembly by some 
state governors. No doubt, some 
state governors have worked 
tirelessly to turn the Conference 
of Speakers and some state 
assemblies into puppets, thereby 
undermining and delegitimising 
the legislative institution at the 
state. This interference has been 
ramped up, espec ia l l y i n 

opposition to the bills granting 
financial and administrative 
autonomy to local governments”.

But the National Assembly is not 
entirely blameless, even as we 
acknowledge their inclusion of 
financial autonomy for local 
governments. The Omo-Agege 
committee failed to also pass 
progressive bills like the five 
gender bills, citizenship for 
foreign spouses of Nigerian 
citizens and the indigene status 
bill for husbands of women 
married to men outside their own 
states.

I t  d i d n ’ t  e v e n  s p o n s o r  
important b i l ls that could 
engender true nationhood, 
where citizenship will supplant 
ethnicism and indigene status, 
while enabling citizenship for any 
Nigerian residing in any part of 
the country after a certain period 
of time, towards the unity of the 
country. Does it make sense that 
children born in Kaduna State 
claim Kogi State that they know 
nothing about? This arrangement 
is not just divisive, it is the root 
cause of our mutual suspicion 
and ethnic rivalry.

Bad as this is, it is retrogressive 
for elected governors to hold 
down equally elected legislators 
of the state Houses of Assembly. 
How can we right all the wrongs in 
the constitution if we shy away 
from doing the right thing by 
correcting all the grey areas 
gradually? State Houses of 
A s s e m b l y  w i l l  r e m a i n  
appendages for as long as 
governors are in charge with the 
current constitution, and so shall 
we remain stagnant.

It is just as well that Omo-Agege 
is now crying foul. Most of the 
previous efforts at constitution 
amendment ended in fiasco since 
Obasanjo’s third term proposal 
was thrown into the dustbin in 
2005 or thereabout; the same 
way Saraki’s Senate’s amended 
proposals were ignored because 
the current Senate leadership, in 
cahoots with the presidency, 
didn’t want ex-President Bukola 
Saraki to emerge as Senate 
President the way he did in 2015.

Laws are made for posterity 
and not for the egos of certain 
personalities.  But for our 
lawmakers and governors,  their 
present station and egos must 
be satiated first,  the same way 
a series of constitution 
amendments have remained a 
cyclical merry-go round.  For 
this last exercise that seems 
now in jeopardy,  a billion naira 
was said to have been spent.  
So,  what next after the Deputy 
Senate President’s disclosure?  
Money gone down the drain!  
Just like that?  Again?  It is not 
just governors who are 
sabotag ing cons t i tu t i ona l 
amendments over t ime; 
lawmakers at both federal and 
state levels and the executive 
are complicit in the conspiracy 
against useful,  dynamic and 
incremental legislations for 
good governance in Nigeria.

Zainab Suleiman Okino is a 
syndicated columnist.  She 
chairs the Editorial Board of 
Blueprint. She can be 
r e a c h e d  t h r o u g h  
zainabokino@gmail.com.

Governors, constitutional amendments and the endless charade

Politics

foe (Amaechi), nobody in his 
wildest imagination ever thought 
that Wike would turn around to 
derecognise Omehia. That he did 
when he used the state House of 
Assembly to remove him as ex-
governor just because he (Wike) 
fell out with him (Omehia), over 
support or otherwise for Atiku 
Abubakar and in a swift manner 
the governor assented to that 
obnoxious action of the so-called 
lawmakers.

For the governor, it is all about 
loyalty to him without regards to 
the moral or legal implications of 
his actions. So embarrassing. 
When Omehia was in his good 
book, it was all rosy, but when he 
listened to his heart and loyalty to 
the party, and decided to throw 
his weight behind Atiku, he 
became an outlaw.

Not even a general can fight on 
all fronts and hope to win all. 
Wike is advised to selectively 
choose the right battle to fight 
before he loses all. Seriously, 
Nigeria needs to restructure and 
make changes to our constitution 
for the true independence of each 
arm o f government . Th i s 
hopefully will stop the executive 
excesses, recklessness and 
gangsterism of governors”.

No one needs a lesson on why 
the s ta te assemb l ies a re 
reluctant to pass those bills. It 
was the voice of Esau and the 
hand of Jacob, going by past 
precedents, as governors had 
stopped the autonomy of their 
state Houses of Assembly in the 
past; something that would have 
strengthened democracy, the 

advancement of the people, and 
interest of the lawmakers. As 
such, when DSP Omo-Agege 
pointed accusing fingers at them, 
he was not far from the truth.

Those who read that short piece 
wondered why I didn’t make it 
the main article. Soon after that 
came the bombshell from the 
Deputy Senate President, Ovie 
Omo-Agege, that 25 out of 36 
states have refused to vote on 
the constitution amendment 
bills, thereby revalidating the 
excesses of governors once 
again.

The National Assembly had 
passed 44 amendments and 
would need state Houses of 
Assembly to vote on those 
amendments. Six months after, 
only 11 states – Abia, Akwa 
Ibom, Anambra, Delta, Edo, 
Kaduna, Katsina, Kogi, Lagos, 
Ogun and Osun States – have 
voted on them, while the others 
are yet to do so. Constitution 
amendment bills require the 
approval of two-thirds (24) of the 
36 state Houses of Assembly 
before they can be presented for 
the president’s assent.

The remaining 25 states that 
refused to act on the bills hinged 
their concerns on some other 
issues that are important to 
them. The four bills stopping the 
44 that are hang ing are 
contained in a letter from the 
Conference of Speakers to the 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  J o i n t  
Committee on Constitutional 
Review. They are: Establishment 
of State Police, State Judicial 
Council, Streamlining of the 

“We are aware of the undue interference with 
legislative processes and the political capture of 
some state Houses of Assembly by some state 
governors. No doubt, some state governors have 
worked tirelessly to turn the Conference of Speakers 
and some state assemblies into puppets, thereby 
undermining and delegitimising the legislative 
institution at the state. This interference has been 
ramped up, especially in opposition to the bills 
granting financial and administrative autonomy to 
local governments”





THE NIGERIA STANDARD, Wednesday, November 2, 2022  Page 11

THERE is a disconnect 
within Nigeria's ruling class. 
Policy issues have, and, are 
generating a lot of debates 
b e t w e e n  t h o s e  w h o  
ordinarily should not be 
working at cross purpose 
with each other. Recently, 
the Central Bank Governor, 
Godwin Emef i le ,  to ld  
Nigerians that the CBN 
would redesign the Naira 
and reeled out a number of 
reasons why that action was 
going to be undertaken at 
this point in time. The 
decision to change the 
complexion of the currency 
seemed not to have gone 
down well with some 
sections of the Nigerian 
society. A number of 
dissenting voices disagreed 
with the decision. That, for 
me ,  i s  no rma l  i n  a  
democratic society.

In response to some of 
these unfortunate and sad 
banters between some of 
the minders of the economy, 
The Nigeria Standard 

th
editorial of October 30 , 
2022, took the pain to 
exp la in  some of  the 
positives that are accruable 
from the action of the CBN 
thus “Currency rebranding 
is a norm in every serious 
and modern economy. In 
some economies, currencies 
are rebranded or redesigned 
after every seven years. To 
b e  s u r e ,  c u r r e n c y  
rebranding is very crucial as 
it paves way for the 
introduction of new features 
to the currencies, which 
would definitely be more 
advanced so as to give the 
c u r r e n c i e s  m o r e  
authenticity and secure 
t h e m  b e t t e r.  M o r e  
importantly, rebranding 
deters counterfeiting, gives 
avenue for mopping up of 
worn out and torn notes in 
circulation, giving the 
currencies more eye-value 
to foreign interactors and 
even to investors.” 

It went on to say that 
“Every currency redesign is 
a imed a t  a  poss ib le  
r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d  
strengthening of confidence 
in the economy of a nation 
as the Central Bank of 
Nigeria has alluded to the 
fact that there is about three 
trillion naira in circulation, 
yet only a little over a trillion 
is in the banks with the rest 
being in the possession of 
individuals. According to 
Irvin Fishers “Quantity 
theory of money” if the level 
of currency in circulation is 
less important than the level 
of its GDP, it leads to 
inflation. Higher money in 
circulation makes banks 
have not enough cash to 
lend to businesses which 

eventually makes them 
increase interest rate but 
controlling its flow and 
having enough may lead to a 
bit of fall of interest rate.”

Premised on the above 
therefore, it was needless 
and sad for the Minister of 
Finance to come out publicly 
to disparage the CBN 
Governor. What one thought 
was that the Hon. Minister 
would have placed a call to 
the CBN and ask questions 
as to why that activity was 
being undertaken. The Hon. 
Minister's comment exposed 
to Nigerians how ignorant 
our leaders are. That the 
Minister of Finance did not 
know that the CBN is an 
independent establishment 
which only reports to the 
President says a lot about 
the kind of leaders we have. 
For her not to know that 
since the Babangida era, the 
CBN was removed from 
being a parastatal under her 
Ministry speaks to the fact 
that we have a set of very 
unserious people leading us 
as a people.

 Thankfully, however, 
President Mohammadu 
Buhari has come out to say 
that he sanctioned the 
action of the CBN governor. 
But why did the Honourable 
Minister not see it as 
expedient to speak with the 
CBN governor privately 
instead of displaying her 
ignorance to the public? Is it 
to say, that the Permanent 

Secretary of her Ministry, 
who is on the Board of the 
CBN does not report to her 
or she was just being 
mischievous? Or should we 
assume that the Minister 
was pandering to the 
whims of a section of the 
country which she felt she 
represent at the expense of 
the rest of the country? As a 
Minister of the Federal 
Republic, who had sworn 
on oath to defend the 
interest of the nation she 
should know better and not 
play politics with matters 
that would impact on the 
lives of the generality of the 
people of the country. 
Afterall, we are told by 
lawyers that ignorance of 
the law is not an excuse. 
This then should have 
guided the Minister. 

Pe r m i t  m e  t o  s a y  
unequivocally that as a 
Nigerian, I feet let down by 
the actions and utterances 
of the Minister for Finance. 
And, that I do not have 
confidence in her ability to 
steer the economy of this 
great country from the 
precipice considering the 
sufferings Nigerians are 
going through at the 
moment. For other rabble 
rousers like the sheikh who 
has acquired the status of 
the spokesperson for 
bandits and kidnappers, it 
is understood. They are in 
business. It does not 
matter to them that 
peoples' lives are being 
wasted in the booming 
industry that kidnapping 
has become. 

Let it be understood that 
no undertaking comes 
without a cost. Some would 
definitely be affected both 
positively and negatively 
when the redesignation of 
the currency happens. But 
that is the sacrifice we have 
to make as a people. 
Indeed, the sudden surge 
in the purchase of the dollar 
a n d  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  
currencies is a confirmation 
of the dirty and illicit money 
that is being held by some 
people. That there is over 
two billion naira held up in 
private vaults should be a 
thing of concern to any 
right -thinking person. That 
our currency is dirty and 
tattered should even make 
the action of the CBN 
we l c omed .  L i ke  t he  
President said, only those 
who have illicit or stolen 
public money should worry 
about the action of the 
CBN, otherwise there is no 
course for worry. Let us 
support  the CBN to 
succeed.   

“
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News

GOVERNOR Aminu Waziri 
Tambuwal has flagged-off 
the distribution of 5,714 
motorcycles as loans to 
Sokoto State civil servants. 

A t  t h e  c e r e m o n y,  
Governor Tambuwal said 
the incentive is a further 
testimony of his firm 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  
enhancement of service 
delivery by workers.

At the venue of the 
distribution, the Governor 
explained that considering 
the difficult economic 
situation confronting the 
nation, the government has 
decided to provide a tax 
waiver on the procurement 
of the motorcycles to be 
distributed.

The release issued to 
n e w s m e n  b y  B e l l o  
M u h a m m a d  f u r t h e r  
explained that as a result, 
the loans, facilities were 
also subsidized by 30%, 
thereby  s ign i f i can t ly  
reducing the unit cost of 
N350,000 per motorcycle.

He said his administration 
has been proactive in 
devising strategies aimed 
at catering for the needs of 
the civil servants in the 
state since he took over the 
mantle of leadership.

According to him, his 
administration, has since 
its inception in 2015, 
pursued articulated and 
people oriented policies and 
programmes that are 
implemented successfully 
because the workers are 
adequately supported.

”We have, in this regard, 
endeavoured to provide all 
that is required to propel 
good governance through 
the optimal performance of 
the civil service machinery.”

He explained that as a 
g o v e r n m e n t ,  h i s  
administration is not 
unaware of the critical role 
o f  c i v i l  se rvan ts  i n  
propelling the machinery of 
governance and service 
delivery to the people.

He also listed some of the 
notable achievements of 
his administration in the 
civil service sector as: 
sponsorship of workshops, 
s e m i n a r s ,  i n - h o u s e  
trainings, retreats and 
induction courses for 
workers in partnership with 
professional institutions 
such as the National 
Institute of Management 
(NIM) and Chartered 
Institute of Personnel 
Managemen t  ( C I PM )  
among others.

Others are: specia l  
computer training for all 
civil servants with a 
m i n i m u m  o f  S S C E  
qua l i f i cat ion,  prompt 
payment of salar ies,  
allowances and pension, 
swift implementation of the 
new national minimum 
wage with consequential 
adjustments and the 
implementation of revised 
Conso l idated Medica l  
S a l a r y  S t r u c t u r e  
(CONMESS) for our medical 
doctors.

More achievements  are: 

the implementation of the  
CONPCASS and  CONTEDISS 
for academic and non-
academic staff of our tertiary 
institutions; among  others.

Equally, he stated that his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a d  
completed and allocated the 
Kalambaina Housing Estate 
to civil servants on owner 
occupier basis, just as all 
Government Quarters to 
occupants were sold to many 
civil servants at subsidized 
rates.

Along that l ine, the 
administration,Tambuwal 
noted “is working with Family 
Homes Funds Ltd.  to 
construct over 5000 houses 
for civil servants and other 
deserving people in the 
state.

The Government,  he 
added, is also facilitating the 

establishment of a state-
owned Pub l i c  Serv i ce  
Institute which will become 
operational in the first 
quar ter  o f  2023,  fo r  
continuous training and 
retraining of workers to 
a c h i e v e  e f f e c t i v e  
performance.

In his remarks, the Head of 
S e r v i c e ,  A b u b a k a r  
Muhammad (mni), said 
w h e r e a s  m a n y  
administrations in the 
country nowadays rarely 
b e a r  t h e i r  s t a t u t o r y  
responsibility as a result of 
economic down turn, the 
Sokoto State government 
has gone extra miles to 
provide not only the workers 
emoluments but added more 
incentives in order to boost 
productivity in the state civil 
service. 

Despite that, the Head of 
Service said every month no 
worker in the state civil 
service is being owed any 
salary up till this month of 
October.

AS part of efforts to alleviate 
the plight of victims of flood 
disasters in the state, the 
North-East Development 
Commission (NEDC) has 
donated assorted food and 
non-food items to the Bauchi 
State Government.

The Nigeria Standard 
learned that the food and 
non-food items donated to 
the state government by the 
commission include 10,000 
25kg bags of rice, 5,000 
blankets, 5,000 mats, 3,000 
gallons of vegetable oil, 5,000 
pieces of wrappers, 3,000 
pieces of Shada and 3,000 
children wears.

The  NEDC  Manag i ng  
Director, Mohammed Goni 
Alkali who presented the 
items on behalf of the 
commission to Governor Bala 
M o h a m m e d  a t  t h e  
Government House in Bauchi 
recently sympathized with 
the people of the state over 
the devastating effects of the 
flood in some parts of the 
state.

Goni lauded the state 
governor over the state 
government's proactive 
efforts to contain the effects 
of the flood in the state and 
said that the commission 
wrote a letter to the state 
government in order to 
synergize by providing 
preventive measures to 
address issues of flood 
disaster in the future.

“One of the reasons we are 
here is that on the 18th of 
August in Maiduguri, the 
world humanitarian day was 
c e l e b ra t ed  unde r  t h e  
leadership of Mr. President. 
And on that occasion, we as a 
commission promised that we 
are going to show our 
humanitarian face to the 
people of the North-eastern 
states and we promised to 
provide food and non-food 
items”

“The President received our 
pronouncement and handed it 
over to the Vice-Chairman of 
a committee he set up to 
settle and rehabilitate the 
IDPs in the Northeast. The 

committee is currently 
dissolved, but we were 
directed to go and give the 
items we promised to each 
state”

“The third reason why we 
are here, your Excellency as 
you know, we have many 
projects going on in the state. 
We have the road projects 
from Kirfi to Gombe Abba. We 
have the housing project 
going on, and we have in each 
of the tertiary institutions in 
education and health, either 
federal or state, projects 
going on. We want to discuss, 
articulate and come back here 
in no distant future to do the 
ground-breaking ceremonies 
as well as the foundation 
laying ceremonies for these 
projects,” he said.

In his response, the State 
Governor, Bala Mohammed 
c o m m e n d e d  t h e  
humanitarian commission for 
its laudable programmes, 
projects and initiatives that 
have positively impacted the 
Northeast region that has 
been ravaged by activities of 
insurgency.

Governor Mohammed who 
noted that the NEDC is one of 
the legac ies Pres ident  
Muhammadu Buhari will leave 
behind in the country, 
appreciated the gesture of the 
commission, saying that the 
d o n a t i o n  wa s  t i m e l y,  
considering the extent of 
damages wrecked by the 
flood in the state.

“What you have brought is 
beyond our expectations, but 
like Oliver Twist, we have 
written to you already, even 
before you sent a letter. 
Again, you wrote a letter 
immediately after this flood 
that happened in the country.

“I want to appreciate your 
observations and condolences 
because lives and properties 
were lost. Some of our local 
governments were cut off and 
they are in the Northern part 
of the country”

Tambuwal flags off distribution 
of motorcycles 

From ANENE AIKE,
sokoto

NEDC donates relief items
to Bauchi State

From 
ABBAS GUNGURA,

Bauchi
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C A M P A I G N  p r o m i s e s  a r e  
presumably veritable tools that 
change voters' beliefs on which best 
political party or candidate to vote 
f o r  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n e e r i n g  
campaigns. In advanced societies, 
politicians are often held on their 
failed promises, whereas in Nigeria, 
campaign promises have become 
mere 'cheap talk' and manipulative 
rhetoric's. Just as the saying goes, 
“it is easier said than done”. Judging 
political parties and their candidates 
on the content of their manifestos or 
commitments is becoming a 
herculean task for Nigeria voters 
because most often their campaign 
manifestos are built on lies and 
falsehood.
Kabir O. Alagbe in his article titled, 
Home Opinions of Lying Politicians 
and their Media handlers (Tribune 
online, June 17, 2022) aptly 
captured the deceitful nature of 
Nigerian politicians, he expounded 
that, “in contemporary Nigeria, 
politics is about lies by an organized 
minority dictating and manipulating 
public opinion not for the purpose of 
creative leadership, public or 
national interest. It is not to assist 
the downtrodden class living on one 
or two meals per day or having no 
food at all”.
These repeated unfulfilled promises 
by our politicians have, severelly 
ruined the confidence of the 
electorate on elections. While the 
politicians have exhausted their lies 
and excuses for not keeping to their 
campaign promises by playing 
'blame game' tactics over their 
incompetence when they get into 
office, the masses on their part are 
running out of patience. Their trust 
on Nigeria politicians capacity to lift 
them out of the circle of poverty 
have long fizzled out as the quality 
of life have continue to be on the 
decline.
In less than 4 months now, 
Nigerians will be going back to polls 

thfor the 7  times since 1999 to vote 
candidates of their choice from the 
18 registered political parties into 
various political offices and most 
political parties in their bids to 
canvass for votes of the 2023 
general elections have started 
launching campaigns to sell their 
presidential candidates and their 
political parties manifestos again. 
But will 2023 general elections be 
different? Or will Nigerians change 
their beliefs about candidatesand 
parties on the quality of their  
manifestos or policy statements?
Already, the three dominant political 
parties; the All Progressives 
C o n g r e s s  ( A P C ) ,  P e o p l e s  
Democratic Party (PDP) and the new 
bride, Labour Party (LP) have 
saturated the political atmosphere 
with ambiguous and grandiose 
speeches. As they strive hard to 
persuade voters, the parties have 
repackaged their old lies of the 
unkept promises again to build 
supports and solidarity around their 
candidates most especially the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC). The question now is, are the 
two dominant parties still saleable 
commodities? Can their candidates 
be sold to the electorate after their 
parties have repeatedly failed 
Nigerians for over two decades? Can 
the two parties be trusted? More 
still, will the electorate continue to 
be docile while they allow the 
desperate and deceptive politicians 
get away with their common good? 
Some Nigerians are of the opinion 
that the dominant parties should 
grovel and saunter off.

The uncomfortable fact is that, the 
two major part ies,  the Al l  
Progressive Congress (APC), and 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) are 
the parties that have raped Nigerians 
into inconsolable grief today. We do 
not need experts to tell us that there 
is Public outrage that PDP and APC 
have appetite for manipulation and 
lying and they are  trusted to be 
given another chance.
In the 16 years of the Peoples 
Democratic Party's rule, there was 
little or no indication that, the party 
did deliver on any of its promises. 
Among other promises, PDP 
promised to fix the economy, fight 
corruption, fight unemployment, to 
fix our industries, and to revamp the 
power sector. From Obasanjo, Yar 
Adua, and Jonathan, a total of N2.74 
trillion was said to have been 
injected into the power sector but 
what Nigerians got in return was 
endless power outages. PDP 
government promised to create 
employments for the teaming 
populace but the party policy 
initiatives, instead of generating jobs 
for Nigerians ended up throwing 
millions of Nigerians out of job 
through its unpopular policy of de-
regulation and privatization. Rather 
than making the national assets 
mo r e  f u n c t i o na l ,  t h e  PDP  
government  so ld  over  100 
government enterprises and that led 
to massive job losses, casualization 
and wages cut.
Speaking recently at the presidential 
flag-off campaigns of PDP in Akwa 
Ibom State, the Party's presidential 
candidate and former Vice President, 
Atiku Abubakar who happened to be 
the one that presided over the sales 
of our national assets that 
engendered   h igh  ra te  o f  
unemployment and pervasive 
poverty which of course were the 
major indices that have given rise to 
other challenges eg corruption, 
insecurity, Boko Haram, insurgency 
etc, was singing same soothing 
song, promising to rescue Nigeria 
from insecurity, poverty, youths 
unemployment and disunity if 
elected. But few weeks after he 
(Atiku) pledged to unite the country 
in Uyo, consciously or unconsciously, 
Atiku, perhaps out of desperation 
shot himself in the foot during an 
interactive session with Arewa joint 
committee on town hall policy 
dialogue in Kaduna by saying “I have 
traversed the whole of this country, I 
think what an average Northern 

needs is somebody who is from the 
North, and who also understands the 
various parts of Nigeria and who has 
been able to build bridges across the 
various parts of the country. This is 
what the Northerner needs, he 
doesn't need a Yoruba or Ibo 
candidate, I stand before you as a 
pan-Nigerian of Northern origin.
For sure, his supporters would say he 
was quoted out of context but the 
fact remains that, it was quite a 
divisive statement coming from 
someone who claims to be a 
detribalized Nigerian who is seeking, 
to be the president of a country that 
is deeply divided along ethnic, 
religious and regional identities. 
Atiku who is running under the PDP 
logo today has no moral justification 
to condemn APC because he once 
said APC was the best party in the 
country when he found himself in 
APC. Infact, he declared in 2014 that 
“As for me, as far as I am concerned, 
APC is my last bus stop”. Atiku 
popularity has fade because his 
political ideology of flip-flopping from 
one party to another in search of a 
presidential ticket has made him a 
desperate and a politician with fickle 
and unstable character whose body 
language has already betrayed him, 
therefore, his words can never be  
taken serious.
On the other hand, the All 
Progressives Congress after its 
successful merger in 2013 was able 
to wrestle power from PDP in 2015, 
under the 'Change Mantra' because 
PDP was unable to address the issue 
of corruption, insecurity and 
unemployment among other issues. 
But APC could not learn from the 
mistakes of the then ruling party  
PDP. According to pundits, APC also 
swept its promises under the carpet 
and have also failed woefully. Before 
its political journey, APC assertively 
said this to Nigerians’ In the past, 
political manifestos in Nigeria were 
hardly different from mere platitudes 
and general statements to which 
pa r t i e s  cou ld  no t  be  he ld  
accountable. The APC manifestos is 
different. We clearly stated what we 
will deliver to Nigeria when elected 
into office. “Have Nigerians seen any 
change? The APC manifestos has 
become chestnuts. Instead of fixing 
the old challenges facing the country, 
new challenges were added. APC 
promised to make one Naira equal to 
one dollar, today Naira has fallen to 
the lowest level in the history of the 
country, now one dollar is sold at 
N742. APC promised that fuel will be 

sold as low as #40 per litre, today, 
fuel is being sold at #250 per litre.
The ruling party promised to fight 
Boko Haram to a dead end in less 
than a month, the party promised to 
revamp our refineries in four years, 
today the party is in its eight year the 
conditions of the refineries are worse 
than they met it. Nigerians are being 
pushed to the brink as the gap 
between the rich and the poor 
continue to widen. As someone puts 
it, “will Nigerians still be alive to vote 
in 2023” with the harsh economic 
realities. The presidential candidate, 
Sen. Bola Ahmed Tinubu of the All 
Progressives Congress, APC, in his 
policy document tagged. Renewed 
Hope 2023' with focus on economic 
prosperity, national security, 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  a n d  s o c i a l  
development he has reassured 
Nigerians of his determination to 
solve the country's complex 
challenges. 
As a party leader, can Tinubu be 
excused for his party failure? Tinubu 
has been unsuccessfully struggling 
to distance himself from the failure of 
the ruling party, APC, At a rally 
organized by some APC youths in the 
South West at Mobolaji Johnson 
Arena, Onikan, Lagos in April 16, 
2022, he said “Nigerians have the 
right to be angry as Buhari has not 
lived up to their expectations”. He 
further said President Buhari should 
stop the “lamentation of the past as 
excuses for   his failures”.
 “We cannot continue with excuses or 
NEPA failure. No. No nation can make 
rap id  deve lopment  w i thout  
electricity. Give us that and if we 
cannot be successful, then you can 
abuse us. But you cannot give us 
e r r a t i c  e l e c t r i c i t y  t h a t  i s  
undependable and then blame us 
again that we are lazy, “the APC 
leader told the youths.
As soon as he was given the ticket as 
the Presidential candidate of the All 
Progressive’s Congress (APC), 
Ahmed Tinubu contradicted himself  
by saying  if elected he will continue 
with the President's legacy. The 
passage of time will tell.
Peter Obi, the Presidential flag-
bearer of Labour Party, LP, who left 
APGA to join the Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP that stole his mandate in 
2003 will not be  pardoned for the 
failures of the two major parties, PDP 
and APC because he was at a time 
part and parcel of the established 
political elites that have put the 
country into hodgepodge for the past 
23 years. Peter Obi who resigned his 

membership of PDP just few days 
before the party's convention in 
may this year cannot b e said to be 
a saint amongst the presidential 
candidates. 
 It would be safe; therefore, to 
posit that the three Presidential 
candidates and their parties have 
played one role or the other in the 
engrossed mess Nigeria has found 
itself in today. But some Nigerians 
would want the law of the 'de 
minimis non-cur at tex' be applied 
in the case of Peter Obi who has 
just taken refuge in Labour Party 
LP. Some claim his sins are lesser 
compared to the candidates of APC 
and PDP. After his emergence as 
flag bearer of Labour party, Peter 
Obi pledged to return Nigeria to its 
rightful owners. He promised to fix 
insecurity, unemployment and pull 
Nigerians out of poverty. But 
Nigerians have heard this promise 
before.
Interestingly. Peter Obi is receiving 
the kind of rosey welcome that 
President Buhari received in 2015. 
Can Peter Obi make a difference? 
Peter Obi should tell Nigerians how 
he is going to generate money to 
execute his promises as Nigerians 
would no longer take the drama of 
blame game anymore. My beef 
with the Nigerian politicians is that 
they lie with impurity. A typical 
Nigerian Politician is a lier and 
hypocrite out of desperation they 
jump from one party to    the other 
if their personal interests are not 
protected in the parties they 
belong. In fact, they change their 
c o l o r s  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  
Chameleon, and that is the more 
reasons why from 1999 till date 
none of the challenges we had as a 
nation has been addressed, rather 
our challenges keep on multiplying 
day by day.
To put the politicians on check, 
campaign promises or manifestos 
should be made a legal instrument 
so as to hold them accountable 
after elections. Promises made 
should and must be delivered and 
fulfilled. The world is changing 
rapidly, so much that, it is beyond 
the control of one single individual 
to cause a change in a country of 
about 200million people. The 
arduous task, therefore, before 
whoever will emerge as the 
President of the country is his 
ability to identify the talented 
brains who will work with him to fix 
the mountain of the challenges  
country is facing.

Feature

2023: Campaign promises and credibility gap 
Evidently, Nigerians are getting nauseated and discontented with the political elite who have over the years been reneging on their promises. The 
frequency at which campaign promises are broken by successive governments has  become a subject of debate. It is quite worrisome that there is a 
big trust deficit in government.  Writes -Chindapba Ngop

Atiku Tinubu Obi
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