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BRITISH AMERICAN FLYOVER
The British American road interchange and dualization project progress report as captured yesterday morning by The 

Nigeria Standard photographer

Front view of the flyover

Level of work on the Lamingo Junction roundabout

Photo showing the flyover from Dogon Karfe to Terminus and Lamingo 
road junction roundabout

Level of the dualization work in progress as captured yesterday

Dual bridge before Green House (Government Guest House)

Earth moving equipment putting some finishing touches on the flyover

Road from Terminus connecting Dogon Karfe and Lamingo road junctionNewly completed road along Lamingo Junction roundabout
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EVEN before now, the country has 
had its own fair share of development 
challenges – poor health care, 
worsening schooling outcomes, 
dilapidated transport infrastructure 
and extreme weather events. These 
issues have been caused by an 
interplay of factors including bad 
governance ,  and  have  been  
exacerbated by recent events such as 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the war in 
Ukraine. The state of the nation has led 
to a migration crisis with young people 
emigrating abroad in droves for better 
economic opportunities. Put together, 
these factors make the 2023 elections 
very critical as the country is at 
crossroads.

Before delving further, here are a few 
facts about Nigeria and the elections. 
First, Nigeria has one of the youngest 
population structures globally, as two 
out of every five Nigerians are below 14 
(World Bank, World Development 
Indicators). Second, the country is 
very diverse as there are up to 371 
ethnic groups, the largest of which are 
Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo. Third, the 
leading presidential candidates in the 
2023 elections are from the three large 
ethnic groups: Former Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar (Hausa), Former 
Governor of Lagos State Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu (Yoruba), and Former Governor 
of Anambra State Peter Obi (Igbo).

Because of the diverse nature of the 
country and scars from the civil war, 
voting patterns have been known to be 
guided by tribal sentiments. We saw 
this in 2015 when President Goodluck 
Jonathan, a Southerner, was ousted 
out of office on grounds of non-
performance; whereas, this present 
administration has performed worse 
but still won elections in 2019 majorly 
because President Muhammadu Buhari 
was able to galvanize Northern votes. 
However, with the myriad of challenges 
the country is facing and the 
geopolitical tensions the world over, 
one would expect that competence 
rather than ethnic groupings will be the 
deciding factor in the 2023 elections.

Contrarily, it appears that some of 
our Fathers (and maybe even Mothers) 
are bent on making voting decisions 
along tribal lines. Earlier this week, I 
came across a video where Pastor Paul 
Adefarasin spoke about the possible 
outcome of the elections in a parable 
using the tribes of Israel and Judah. 
The history of Israel and Judah is well 
known to Christians: God has a 
covenant relationship with both tribes 
and chose them as his own.

Even when both tribes go against 
God's precepts, he rebukes them but 
very quickly receives them with open 
arms once they repent and turn 
towards him. My interpretation of 
Pastor Adefarasin's comments is that 
Judah is the Yoruba tribe (while Israel 
is the Hausa tribe); and Saul is 
Presidential Aspirant Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu while David is current Vice 
President Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, both of 
whom are Yorubas.

This is only my interpretation and I 
hope I am wrong about this because 
the implications are damning if I am 
right. Pastor Adefarasin is therefore 
suggesting that his congregation 
should vote for Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
despite his well-known health 
challenges.

Again, it is not surprising because 
historically, when tire meets the road 
at elections, we become divided along 
tribal lines and begin to think of 
ourselves as the enemies rather than 
our slave masters (who in some cases 
are Blacks and other minorities).

It is important to note that other 
dimensions of disparities come to play 
in Nigeria including gender, age, and 
socio-economic status but during 
elections, tribal discriminations are 
most apparent.

It is disappointing that in a country 
with 371 ethnic groups, there are 
people who still hold on to age-long 
belief systems that only the two 

dominant ethnic groups – Hausa and 
Yoruba – are born to rule.

Worse still, they use youths as pawns 
to achieve their agenda. We saw how 
the youths were galvanized to Occupy 
Nigeria before the 2015 elections (on 
grounds of fuel subsidy removal) but 
were rebuked for taking initiative to 
mobilize to end police brutality under 
the EndSars campaign.

Rather than working towards ending 
school strikes, programmes like the Big 
Brother Nigeria are used as a way to 
dull the minds of young people. Sports 
betting, internet fraud and a drug 

epidemic is killing young people and 
reducing their potential.

Nevertheless, it has been made clear 
that the minds of the youths are not a 
switch that can be turned off or on at 
will. Power is now in the hands of every 
individual – rich and poor, Southern and 
Northern, young and old, man and 
woman! The capacity to rule does not lie 
only within the top-two dominant ethnic 
groups (Hausa and Yoruba) or even the 
top-three dominant ethnic groups 
(including Igbo). The EndSars campaign 
demonstrated that we have all become 
leaders in our own right – we are all 

enlightened and can think for ourselves.
Hausas and Yorubas may (with a big 

emphasis) have been the most 
enlightened ethnic groups when Nigeria 
gained independence 62 years ago but 
the situation has evolved and we should 
be thankful that it has. Nigerians from 
all ethnic groups are demonstrating 
excellence.

Only last year, a South Eastern 
medical doctor in the diaspora 
contributed US$1 million to his 
university alumni. In 2021, a young 
man from the South-South, Damini 
Ogulu AKA Burna Boy, won the 
Grammys for Best Global Music Album. 
At the last Olympics in 2022, the quartet 
of Joy Udo-Gabriel, Favour Ofili, 
Rosemary Chukwuma and Grace 
Nwokocha, all Southerners, brought us 
the gold medal for the 4*100 meter 
relay.

When talent meets hard work, every 
Nigerian – rich and poor, Southern and 
Northern, young and old, man and 
woman – can lead exemplary lives.

On Saturday, there is no APC, PDP, 
Labour Party or NNPP (these are the 
leading political parties in Nigeria); 
there is only Nigeria and the enemies of 
Nigeria. If we are honest with ourselves, 
there is only one credible candidate. Not 
being a kleptomaniac should not be the 
minimum criteria required for a 
President, but in this case, it is. On top 
of that, the right candidate has shown 
an example worthy of emulation in 
governance, business, and in his 
personal life.

I am speaking up because our 
ancestors (both the ones that stayed 
back on the continent and those who 
became slaves in foreign lands) will turn 
in their graves to see that their 
descendants couldn't get the basic task 
of electing the obvious best candidate 
right. And so, because of this failure we 
may have no other option than to 

become teachers, nurses, health care 
workers, being offered the bare 
minimum wage, to those that seek to 
continue enslaving us; those that are 
bent on treating us less than how they 
treat themselves.

This is not to denigrate any 
profession – we are all equal in the 
eyes of God but I used these 
examples because of the video where 
an older Caucasian woman spat on 
her health care worker and also 
because some countries are 
threatening to replace their striking 
teachers with Africans who are ready 
to work at any wage rate.

In conclusion, Nigerians are 
incredibly smart people. But haven't 
you ever wondered how the same 
Nigerians that outwit the world in 
other countries, have the worst 
country to come to. It is because 
tribalism and other biases underpins 
our most critical decisions. The 
leaders we've been electing are not 
accidents and the leader we will elect 
on Saturday will certainly not be an 
accident; it will be the leader we truly 
desire and deserve.

To the international community who 
are watching closely, support us by 
using your soft power to ensure that 
the lives of the most vulnerable 
among us are not sacrificed because 
of the ambitions of the ruling class. 
But please do not interfere in this 
process. Let the world watch as we 
outwit ourselves to select the 
candidate that will serve the people 
and bring long-term progress and 
prosperity.

PS: There is a reason why I don't 
mention Pastor Adefarasin's church in 
this article – because the man is 
separate from the church; and the 
body of Christ, no matter how flawed 
it may be, is part of God's tool kit in 
bringing salvation to the world

Politics

On Saturday the 25th of February, Africa's largest economy and most populous nation goes to polls. This election is a defining moment for Nigeria. It is occurring at a time when Nigeria 
is at a tipping point. Christians and more particularly, Catholics, are being slaughtered in the North and South-West regions, women and children are facing the brunt of the cost-of-living 
crisis with no assurance of food security, many young men are not gainfully employed, and businesses can't operate due to high insecurity and unconventional monetary policies.

 2023 elections: There is light at the end of this tunnel

THE latest fuddle about the 
202Internal wrangling within 
political parties, often due to poor 
internal democracy, is a major 
feature of party-based politics in 
Nigeria. This has caused politicians 
to defect from their parties with 
“thousands of supporters”.

Oftentimes, in buildups to elections 
in Nigeria, defections are a common 
phenomenon as politicians move 
around seeking refuge. Sometimes, 
the migrat ion could be an 
“opportunistic move” by politicians 
to join parties that are likely to win.

In the build-up to the 2023 general 
elections, a new phenomenon is of 
politicians openly working against 
their parties. Some of the politicians 
have been able to carry out this anti-
pa r ty  ac t i v i t y  desp i t e  the  
constitution of their parties 
forbidding such.

For instance, Article 21. A.II of the 
constitution of the APC forbids 
“Antiparty activities or any conduct, 
which is likely to embarrass or have 
adverse effect on the party or bring 
the party into hatred, contempt, 
ridicule or disrepute.”

Also, Section 58.1.f provides that 
“subject to the provision of this 
constitution, the party shall have 
power to discipline any member who 
engages in anti-party activities.”

Despite the position of the 
constitutions of the two major 
parties on “anti-party” activities, 
there are several cases of open 
rebellion by politicians, who for 
different reasons are backing 
candidates of political parties other 
than theirs.

Here are some of the most popular 
cases of open rebellion by politicians 

against their parties in the current 
transition process.

Governor Nyesom Wike of Rivers 
State has been at the forefront of a 
rebellion against the  since losing 
the presidential primary election to 
Atiku Abubakar. In the past seven 
months, the governor has built a 
coalition with some governors, 
including Seyi Makinde of Oyo State, 
Samuel Ortom of Benue State, 
Okezie Ikpeazu of Abia and Ifeanyi 
Ugwanyi of Enugu State.

However, due to local political 
situations in their respective states, 
it has been difficult for them to 
unanimously endorse a single 
presidential candidate. For instance, 
in the case of Rivers State, it has 
been a case of moves on the chess 
board.

The PDP National Working 
Commi t t ee  s t ruck  f i r s t  by  
discontinuing the case filed by the 
local PDP under the control of the 
governor against the primary 
elections of APC and Social 
Democratic Party (SDP) in Rivers 
State. The move by the PDP was 
designed to strengthen the 
opposition in the state, particularly 
the APC, in a bid to forestall an 
alliance between Messrs Tinubu and 
Wike.

Governor Wike responded by 
accusing the PDP national body of 
anti-party collusion with APC Rivers. 
As a course of action, he revoked the 
permit granted to the PDP 
presidential campaign council for 
holding a rally. The political 
atmosphere in Rivers became so 
tense that Atiku was forced to call off 
the rally in Port Harcourt.

Also, the development has created 
tension in the APC in the state, as the 
former Minister of Transportation and 

PDP

chieftain of the APC in Rivers, Rotimi 
Amaechi, boycotted the presidential 
rally of the party in the state. 
Unperturbed about the situation in 
APC Rivers, Mr Tinubu visited 
Governor Wike during the campaign 
stop in Rivers.

In Benue State, Mr Ortom has 
openly endorsed the presidential 
candidate of the Labour Party, Peter 
Obi. The reason for backing the 
former Anambra State governor may 
be connected with the political reality 
in Benue State. Unlike in Rivers 
State, the governorship candidate of 
the APC, Hyacinth Alia, a clergyman, 
poses a significant threat to Mr 
Ortom's succession plan.

On the other hand, the Labour 
Party presents a safe option for the 
incumbent governor who is about to 
complete his tenure and has set his 
sights on a Senate seat. It is safe to 
say that the Labour Party cares more 
about the presidential election than 
the governorship poll.

Secondly, the Labour Party 
senatorial candidate that is 
challenging Mr Ortom in Benue 
South West district appears to be in a 
difficult situation. Mark Gbillah, a 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives, is the candidate of 
the Labour Party and also the 
candidate of the New Nigeria Peoples 
Party, according to the INEC official 
list.

Section 115(1) (d) of the Electoral 
Act provides that “any person who 
signs a nomination paper or result 
form as a candidate in more than one 
constituency at the same election 
commits an offence and is liable on 
c o n v i c t i o n  t o  a  t e r m  o f  
imprisonment.”

Mr Gbillah had told PREMIUM 
TIMES that he has filed a lawsuit 

against the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) on 
the appearance of his name as a 
candidate in the two parties. He 
claimed that he resigned from the 
NNPP in line with section 31 of the 
Electoral Act.

However, his name continues to 
appear on the INEC list as the 
candidate of both parties. With 
this, Mr Gbi l lah is facing 
u n c e r t a i n t y  p e n d i n g  t h e  
determination of the case on his 
candidacy.

Mr Gbillah's situation could mean 
that the Labour Party poses no 
challenge to Mr Ortom's ambition. 
Not surprisingly, Mr Tinubu did not 
visit the governor when he visited 
Benue State for his rally because 
having Mr Alia is, arguably, more 
important.

Oyo State presents a much more 
delicate situation for Mr Makinde, 
the state governor. Within the PDP 
in Oyo State, the pro-Atiku camp 
led by Jumoke Akinjide, the former 
minister of state for FCT, appears 
to be formidable in the state. At the 
PDP presidential rally in Ibadan, 
the only person missing was the 
Oyo State governor as every other 
candidate appeared at the rally.

What makes Mr Makinde's 
situation seems precarious is that 
he is the only member of the G5 
that is seeking re-election as 
governor, and he is running against 
formidable opponents like Teslim 
Folarin of the APC and Bayo 
Adelabu of the Accord Party. And 
considering the fact that only one 
governor has ever been elected to 
a second term in the history of the 
state, the alliance between Messrs 
Tinubu and Makinde seems 
complicated.

NigeriaDecides2023: Politicians engage in open rebellion 
By Bakare Majeed

Mahmood













SOME commercial banks are hoarding 

the new notes while some simply just 

don't have enough notes and the CBN is 

aware of this sabotage. But on the flip side 

of the situation, the central bank is mainly 

responsible for the difficulties Nigerians 

are passing through otherwise, how can 

one explain a situation of moping out 

about three trillion naira and replacing it 

with just three billion naira? If that is the 

way to operate a cashless economy, many 

Nigerians would opt out of it. A cashless 

economy does not mean that people will 

not be able to buy sachet of water, Orange 

or Banana.
The new naira redesign policy is a good 

initiative but its implementation is 

muddled, the central bank should be 

aware that cashless economy is not 

attained with datelines rather it is usually 

a gradual process over a long period of 
time. The British government has 

embarked on one of such changes 
following the death of Queen Elizabeth 
the 2nd.  They want to replace her 

image with that of her son,  King 

Charles the 3rd.  Britons have not been 

made to go to the banks that cannot 

dispense new notes that they probably do 

not have due to its insufficiency. They are 

not forced to patronize extortionist POS 

operators who will literally sell the money. 

Whenever the CBN governor, Godwin 

Emefile appears on television to explain 

the benefits of the redesign 1000, 500, 

and 200 notes, you will think that Nigeria 

is the best place to be where there is no 

infrastructural deficits. 

But Nigeria right now has a lot of 
challenges confronting the nation 
which ranges from insecurity,  poverty 

and unemployment among others which 

the CBN has failed to consider. There are 

millions of Nigerian Children who die 

annually as a result of child birth due to 

the poor condition of our health system. 

The recent Japa syndrome by Nigerians to 

Europe and America is prompted by bad 

leaders and bad governance. Nigerian 

Youths and professionals troop to United 
States,  United Kingdom and Canada in 

search of greener pastures at will.  
They want to change their fortunes 

even if it means washing plates and 
cleaning toilets abroad, the brain drain in 

the health sector is tactically reinforced 

by our leader's refusal to equip our 

hospitals and give health care workers 
enhanced pay.  It is equally supported 

by our leaders who encourage Medical 
Tourism.

Emefile should be told clearly that the 

scarcity of the new naira notes across the 

country will vitiate whatever good the 
new policy will bring. Although 

cashless economy is worth giving a 
trail but it cannot in itself do those 
laudable things the CBN is saying.  

There is an inseparable link between a 
nation's economy and its politics.  The 

two are Siamese twins.  If the politics is 

toxic,  the economy will invariably be 

toxic,  we need good managers of the 

economy to manage our political 
leadership. Weather the naira is 

redesigned or not, Nigerian politicians will 

always find a way to induce the voters, 

either through gratuitous money transfer, 

unsolicited gifts, threats and blackmail. 

Has the new cashless policy stopped 

terrorism or rising insecurity? Has it 

shoved up the value of the naira? The 

answer is all in the negative, rather than 

doing that the value of the naira is 

depreciating on a daily basis. 
Why must we always be in a hurry to 

execute certain government policies? The 

new naira notes and the old ones can run 
simultaneously until the CBN mops up 
the old ones.  All the shift in datelines 

and the recent pronunciation by 
President Buhari to allow the CBN to 
issue out the old two-hundred-naira 
notes to commercial banks until when 
the new notes is circulated would have 

been unnecessary if such policies were 

given careful thought, considerations and 

wide consultations before implantation.
Nigeria should learn to do things like 

other countries, any policy of government 

that inflicts suffering on the people is not 

worth it. It must be jettisoned. Why must 

Nigerians be made to suffer for almost 

everything? Nigerians queue endlessly 

under the sun to register for their 

permanent voter's card (PVC) ,  they also 

queue for days to collect their PVCs,  

they queue to register for National 

Identify Number (NIN) and to deposit the 

old naira notes, they are forced to queue 

in the banks until the closing date when 

deadline will elapse.  Incidentally,  it is 

this same month we would be made to 
be on long Queues to vote our new 
leaders, hopefully we will vote for 

visionary and purposeful leadership.
TIMOTHY JOSEPH, is of the Ministry 

of Information and Communication.
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Feature

Nigerians are passing through hardship due to scarcity of the new naira notes recently introduced by the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) in furtherance of its 
cashless policy..  While launching the policy, we were told that it would mop out up to 27 trillion naira,  curb illicit cash inflows,  and prevent politicians from 
vote buying and other fanciful theories.  Many Nigerians had thought that shifting the deadline from January to February 10 will enable the banks to release 

the new notes issued to them by the CBN but reverse is the case. The situation seems to be getting worse every day.  To get 10,000 of the new notes in Jos,  
you must be willing to part with 1,000 or even more as the case may be. In other parts of the country, you will part with two thousand or three thousand 
respectively.  Suddenly the new naira notes has become an essential commodity to be hoarded by the Point of sale (POS) operators. TIMOTHY JOSEPH, 
writes.

Scarcity implications of new notes on Nigeria’s economy 
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ALCOHOLISM has rendered 

many youths in different 

communities to be unproductive, 

as well as caused serious 

damages to their well being.
Alcohol and tobacco are among 

the top causes of deaths in 

Nigeria today. The use of alcohol 

is associated with an increased 

risk of injuries and accidents even 

a single episode of excessive 

drinking can lead to negative 

outcome. Alcoholism and chronic 

use of alcohol are associated with 

numerous medical, psychiatric, 

Social, and family problems. 

Family members including 

children are exposed to a first 

degree related alcohol problem. 
Children of a parent with alcohol 

addiction, for example, show 

higher rates of alcoholism then 

children who do not have parents 

with alcohol addiction.
It is important for social workers 

to keep in mind that alcohol and 

alcohol problems affect the health 

safety, and well being of people. 

Smoking is not good for the 

health; it causes so many 

illnesses, like cancer, heart 

disease, stroke, lung disease, 

diabetes, and chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease.
There is need for government to 

prevent diagnosis and treat 

alcoholism in communities 

throughout the country.
For example, bringing in 

educational campaign to middle 

and high-school students help 

raise awareness of the dangers of 

alcohol.

There are many ways civic 

g r oup s  and  c ommun i t y  

organizations can develop 

programmes and services to 

promote long-term recovery to 

bring about change in policy to 

i n c rease  educa t i on  and  

awareness of alcohol misuse.
Health fairs, ralies, festivals, 

running races, prevention 

campaigns and other wellness 

events. Help raise awareness 

and limit the social impact of 

alcohol use. Most times when 

you see those that smoke or 

drink, you can’t compare them 

with someone that doesn't 

smoke why, because, smokers 

even in their appearances you 

can’t compared to some one that 

doesn't.
So am pleading to all the youths 

that know they drink or smoke 

should please try and stop, so that 

your future will be better. I know it 

will be hard, but there is a saying 

that says, a journey of a thousand 

miles begins with a step.
Over thousands of youths out 

there do smoke and abuse drugs 
why? Because they don't have job 
opportunities, most of them are 
graduates so am pleading on 
beha l f  o f  them,  le t  the  
government do something about 
this to employ more youth so that 
our country will be free from all 
this abuses. Nansel John, is an 
IT student from PLAPOLY Jos

Madam let 
follow them

Effects of alcoholism 
among the youths 

 MY brothers and sisters, Youths 
in particular be afraid of the 
Creator only and do the right 
thing, honour your father and 
your mother and your days will be 
long. Whether you are a true 
Muslim, a Christ's follower,  a 
pagan, or a free thinker you must 
obey the rules and regulations of 
you r  Make r  and  o f  t he  
Government or law makers in 
your country, protect the image 
of your country and leave a good 
legacy. God is the creator of law 
why can't we obey the law and 
order of the society. The Creator 
is order and orderly He took His 

time to create so we must also 
do same. Be responsible, 
accountable, credible, reliable, 
authoritative, a good planner, or 
in whatever way you find your 
self do it right.

For instance, the forthcoming 
Gubernatorial and House 
Assembly elections, by now the 
highlighted problems of voters 
s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  
consideration for better and 
brighter Nigeria. For instance 
these were the complaints of 
voters, I heard during this 
presidential elections!

In my own view, I think the 

people need a prayerful ,  
educative Creative, industrious 
and an accountable, credible. A 
good decision maker, planner and 
God fearing Leader who would 
carry the people along and as 
such, I plead with the government 
to look into this comments and 
proffer solutions to them.

However, in my own opinion, 
Despite all efforts INEC have 
made to clarify issues of the 
masses, the masses are pleading 
for creation of more polling units. 
It is now or never.

Gonyok Francis Rebecca,Jos.

The fear of God is the beginning of Wisdom

SATURDAY, February 25, 2023 was the day the highly 
anticipated Presidential and National Assembly elections 
took place, with Nigerians going to the polls to elect those 
who would lead us for the next four years, and the stage 
was set for the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) to conduct the “freest and fairest” 
elections yet. Or so we were made to believe. A 
postponement was far from it, because INEC assured 
Nigerians that despite the volatile and challenging 
environment, the fuel shortage, coupled with the Naira 
shortages, it was ready, and able to deliver on the 
promise of a credible election. 

EVERY election in Nigeria comes with its own sackload of 
challenges, no matter how prepared the electoral body 
claimed to have been, or how ready and on-top-of-the-
game they were. There's always some sort of shocker 
thrown at the electorate when it finally comes to the time 
for performance. The laid down plans always look 
fantastic and error-proof. 

THE electorate must be commended for the unprecedented 
turnout witnessed on Saturday the 25th. By the time we 
moved round some voting centers, we were glad, and 
thought in our hearts, “Nigerians have finally woken up 
from their slumber and are determined to take their 
destinies in their hands by voting in a credible crop of 
leaders” to get us out of the doldrums, we were however, 
disappointed. We thought the issue of vote buying would 
be a thing of the past, but we were proven wrong, as 
widespread allegations were reported across the length 
and breadth of the country. We must, however commend 
the EFCC for having its men on ground for this election. 

THE playing field was already distorted by vote buying and 
the abuse of incumbency by many political office holders. 
It is common knowledge, and was even stated by the 
European Union observer mission that stakeholders 
expressed confidence in INEC's independence, 
professionalism, and voter information efforts. However, 
there was a downward trend to that optimistic outlook 
ahead of elections.

THE statement reads in part, “INEC lacked efficient 
planning and transparency during critical stages of the 
electoral process, while on election day, trust in INEC was 
seen to further reduce due to delayed polling processes 
and information gaps related to the much anticipated 
access to results on its Results Viewing Portal (IReV).” 
The IReV was well celebrated as a milestone that would 
finally bring about the much anticipated transparency in 
our electoral process. 

A lot of money went into this electoral process. Part of the 
monies given to INEC was used to introduce the Bimodel 
Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) and Server for the 
immediate transmission of results from polling units. 
With that in place, the feeling was that all results would 
be a true reflection of the will of the people. It is common 
knowledge, and widely rumoured that INEC 
compromised at the operational level. 

IN other instances, some security personnel denied some 
journalists free access to collation centers. The working 
relationship with INEC and the media has been very good, 
up until this point. And the media has given the coverage 
the elections deserves to ensure a most credible and 
successful exercise, this time around, and for the future. 
The media offered extensive coverage, despite economic 
hardships and other factors militating against it.   

THE issues of overcrowded polling units were recorded in 
many parts. Some had over 1,000 voters. That, coupled 
with other factors like slow connectivity, forgotten 
passwords, leaving other vital election items behind, or 
having inadequate amount of ink for thumb-printing, 
further contributed to rendering the exercise not 
successful. 

GOING forward, INEC must look into the shortcomings of 
this election and make adjustments to ensure it is not 
found wanting, again. 

BVAS was used for accreditation, but voters were given 
paper ballots for voting, and results were not uploaded 
electronically. What we saw on the website, a website 
whereby you have to register to view the results, were 
photos of handwritten results and the like. 

MAYBE we are not yet mature for electronic voting. 
AND upon all of that, we can't visit the website freely, 

because the site is down. 
THE next round of elections is around the corner, in 10 

days' time. Nigerians deserve better. We can't afford to 
have a repeat. Any form of manipulation is a direct assault 
on the people. As such it is incumbent on the umpire to be 
fair and just.

Presidential, NASS elections: A post mortem 

Oh my God this 
boys have snatch my 

phone and bag 
thieves! thief ooooh

We are not thieves
we only snatch

phone and 
bags kawai

O by na to
try escape oh

STANDARD CARTOON 
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THE Senate on Tuesday at 
p l e n a r y,  c o n f i r m e d  
President Muhammadu 
Buhari's five nominees for 
appointment as board 
members of the Code of 
Conduct Bureau (CCB).

Their confirmation was 
sequel to the consideration 
o f  a  repor t  by  the 
Committee on Ethics, 
Privi leges and Public 
Petitions.

C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e ,  S e n .  
Akinyelure Ayo  Halliru 
(PDP – Ondo) presented 
the report.

Akinyelure urged the 
senate to consider their 
confirmation, following the 
screening of the nominees 
by the committee.

The nominees  are ,  
M u r t a l a  K a n k i a  
(Kastina,North -West), 
Zephaniah Ishaku Bulus 
( N a s a r a w a ,  N o r t h -
C e n t r a l ) , F a r o u q u e  
Umar(Yobe North-East).

Other members are 
Abdulsalam Taofiq Olawale 
(Ondo, South-West) and 
P r o f .  J u w a y r i y a  
Badamasiuy (Kogi North-
Central.

The Senate also at 

plenary approved for first 
reading five bills.

The bills are, Institute of 
Charted Chemists of  
Nigeria Act Amendments 
Bill 2023.sponsored by 
Sen. Ibrahim Gobir, (APC-
Sokoto), National Agency 
for  Food and Drugs 
Administration and Control 
Act amendment Bill 2023, 
sponsored by Sen. Ibrahim 
Gobir. (APC-Sokoto)

Federal Medical Centre 
Okigwe Establishment Bill, 
2023 sponsored by Sen. 
I b rah im  Gob i r. (APC-
Sokoto).

THE Presidential Campaign 
Council, PCC, of the governing 
All Progressives Congress, 
APC,  has  accused  the  
opposition Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP and the Labour 

Pa r t y  o f  p l a n n i n g  t o  
precipitate the crisis to 
discredit the results of the 
presidential and national 
assembly polls.

Director of Public Affairs and 
C h i e f  S p o k e s p e r s o n ,  
Tinubu/Shettima Presidential 
Campaign Council, Festus 
Keyamo, a Senior Advocate, 
on Sunday alleged that 
“Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) were presently putting 
undue pressure on some State 
R e s i d e n t  E l e c t o r a l  
Commissioners of INEC to 
alter the results duly collated 
i n  t h e  S t a t e s  b e f o r e  
proceeding to Abuja to submit 
the results.”

“This is despite the fact that 
the collated results are already 
well known by the public and 
the political parties as they 
were publicly declared, unit by 
unit and at the State level and 
electronically transmitted. 
This is with a view of creating 
disparit ies in both the 
transmitted results and the 
hard copies and thereby 
sparking nationwide crises.

Arguing that the results of 
the election is one of the best 
so far conducted by INEC in 
the country, Keyamo We fully 
salute the resoluteness and 
steadfastness of these RECS 
so far and encourage them to 
continue their resilience in the 

face of such pressures. We 
salute INEC for organising, as 
we can see for now, one of the 
best elections in Nigeria from 
time immemorial.

He said the PCC has reliable 
information that the Labour 
Party was mobilising for what 
he described as another 
ENDSARS protest across the 
country next week and 
appealed to the security 
agencies to rise to the 
occasion and check those he 
considered were try “foist their 
will on the rest fo Nigerians” 
and “give the State RECs 24-
hou r  c l o s e - gua r d  and  
maximum protection as they 
travel to submit their results in 
Abuja.

THE Director-General Raw 
Materials Research and 
Development Counci l  
( RMRDC) ,  P r o f e s s o r  
Hussain Doko Ibrahim, has 
commended Nigerians 
especially the youths for 
the massive turnout to 
exercise their franchise in 
the president ia l  and 
n a t i o n a l  a s s e m b l y  
elections.

Speaking to journalists in 
an interview at his polling 
unit Saturday in Minna 
Bosso Estate, Niger state, 
he further lauded the 
federal government and 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC) for free and fair 
polls.

He said, “For the first time 
in a long time, I cast my 
vote within few minutes 
after accreditation. With 
this move, I'm positive that 
the process will be smooth 
and fast for all to partake in 
it.”

Professor Ibrahim said 
the massive turn out of 
voters especially not only 

in his polling unit but also in 
other wards, indicated 
Nigerians' readiness for 
democracy.

He said: “Only one's vote 
would count at the end 
rather than stay back at 
home and watch while at 
the end push complains on 
government at every given 
opportunity.

“I believe with this positive 
change, whoever emerges 
t h e  w i n n e r,  w o u l d  
appreciate Nigerians more 
for coming out to make sure 
that votes are cast and 
counted judiciously.”

He urged citizens to keep 
up the good job of ensuring 
a peaceful process, and 
making other nations 
imb i b e  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
electoral system.

Simi lar ly,  voters  at  
Dutse/Kubwa Living Faith 
Church FO1 polling unit 

were in positive mood for 
the large turnout and 
relaxed atmosphere during 
the election.

Speaking to Blueprint, a 
contractor/businessman, 
Mr. Chukwudi Simon, said 
he intentionally left his 
work and returned back to 
the FCT just to cast his vote 
because of the optimism it 
would count.

Also speaking, Mr. Bayo 
Ayoola of Jaji 007 polling 
unit in Kubwa, said the 
turnout was massive.

He said he left his house 
by 7am and returned 9am 
for the first time going to 
cast his vote.

“ I f  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Government can maintain 
this standard, I tell you 
that many things will 
change because the 
change everyone is in dire 
need of, begins with you 
and I,” he said.

News

Senate confirms appointment 
of five members of CCB

2023 general elections: 
Nigerians ready for 
democracy – RMRDC DG

APC accuses PDP, LP of heating up polity

INEC Blames Technical Hitches for delay in 
uploading election results on IReV portal

THE Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
( INEC) ,  has  b lamed 
technical hitches for the 
delay in uploading most 
results of the general 
election to INEC Results 
Viewing Portal (IReV).

A statement issued on 
Sunday, by INEC National 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  
Chairman, Information and 
V o t e r  E d u c a t i o n  
Committee, Festus Okoye 
(Esq), assured Nigerians 
that results from the 
polling units, copies of 
which were issued to 
political parties, are safe on 
both the BVAS and the 
IReV portal and cannot be 
tampered with.

He noted that unlike in 
off-season elections where 
the portal was used, it has 
been relatively slow and 
unsteady.

Okoye stressed that the 
Commission regretted the 
s e t b a c k ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
because of the importance 
of IReV in its results 
management process.

He said: “The problem is 
totally due to technical 
hitches related to scaling 
up the IReV from a 
platform for managing off-
season, State elections, to 
o n e  f o r  m a n a g i n g  
n a t i o n w i d e  g e n e r a l  
elections. It is indeed not 
unusual for glitches to 
occur and be corrected in 
such situations. 

“Consequen t l y,  t he  
Commission wishes to 
assure Nigerians that the 
challenges are not due to 
any intrusion or sabotage 
of our systems, and that 
the IReV remains well-
secured.”

The  e lec to ra l  body  
assured that its technical 
t e a m  w a s  w o r k i n g  
assiduously to solve all the 
outstanding problems, 
adding that the users of the 
IReV would have noticed 
improvements since last 
night. 

It added: “We also wish to 
assure Nigerians that 
results from the Polling 
Units, copies of which were 
issued to political parties, 
are safe on both the BVAS 
and the IReV portal. 

“These results cannot be 
tampered with and any 
discrepancy between them 
and the physical results 
used in collation will be 
thoroughly investigated 
and remediated, in line with 
Section 65 of the Electoral 
Act 2022.”

The commission said 
while it fully appreciated 
the concerns of the public 
on this situation and 
w e l c o m e d  v a r i o u s  
suggestions that it had 
received from concerned 
Nigerians, it was important 
to avoid statements and 
actions that could heat up 
the polity at this time or 
promote  d i sa f fec t ion  

towards the Commission. 
INEC further said it 

accepted full responsibility 
for the problems and 
regretted the distress that 
they have caused the 
candidates, political parties 
and the electorate.

EU election observers highlight areas of 
improvement

not meet the standards that 
INEC has set for itself.

“So to that extent, it was 
disappointing. But I would 
say that our observations are 
consistent across the country.

“The late opening of polling 
stations, clearly hampered 
the ability of people to 
exercise a political right to 
vote.

“Because they opened so 
late, it was impossible for 
many people to stay around 
and wait until the actual 
polling units opened.

“So there is definitely room 
f o r  imp rovemen t  and  
unfortunately, a number of 
improvements that need to 
be made,” he said.

Andrews said although the 
mission was not in Nigeria to 
interfere but observe the 
elections, it was important to 
have peace and credible 
elections in the country.

“We don't interfere in any 
way in the political process. 
We're very careful to simply 
observe from the outside and 
t r y  t o  p r ov i d e  s ome  
assessments that can be of 
some use to Nigeria in the 

future.
“But the one thing we would 

say, without hesitation is that 
it is absolutely critical that 
elections take place in a 
peaceful environment, and 
the sentiments that were 
expressed by the leaders at 
the peace accord signing last 
week.

“We would hope that they 
would be followed through.

“That political participants 
and particularly political 
leaders, would make it clear 
to all actors and that they 
should respect people's right 
to get to the polling units 
whether in the governorship 
elections in a second round if 
one takes place, so that 
people can exercise their 
f r a n c h i s e  f r e e l y  a n d  
unhindered,” he added.

He urged INEC to improve 
it's operational structure so 
that the sanctity of the 
process can be protected and 
credible elections enthroned 
in the country.

“We would also encourage 
INEC to improve some of the 
steps that they're taking, 
particularly for example, the 
configuration of polling 
booths, which didn't allow for 

secrecy in every instance and 
that therefore exposed the 
process to accusation of not 
been a secret ballot.

“So that was another 
s h o r t c o m i n g  b u t  w e  
absolutely recognise that this 
election was taking place in a 
very challenging situation, 
particularly having regard to 
cash and fuel shortage,” he 
said.

“And also the scale of this 
election is really quite an 
extraordinary thing with 
175 ,000  po l l i ng  un i t s  
800,000 polling staff, as well 
as 1.5 million accredited 
agents of the various parties.

“So overall, the scale of it is 
a challenge. And while we did 
note these security issues, by 
and large, there was a 
peaceful opportunity for 
many, many millions of 
Nigerians to vote,” he said.

The EU envoy also decried 
the low participation of 
women in the electoral 
process while calling for more 
inclusiveness.

He said the mission would 
still be in Nigeria until after 
the March 11 governorship 
elections, when it will come 
up with a final report. (NAN)

The European Union (EU) 
Election Observation Mission 
in Nigeria on Monday said it 
observed some short comings 
in the the just concluded 
general elections in Nigeria, in 
spite of INEC's efforts.

Mr Barry Andrews, Chief 
Observer of the mission 
disclosed this in an interview 
with the News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) on the sidelines 
o f  a  b r i e f i ng  on  the  
preliminary report of the 
mission.

“I think it's important to 
note that the elections took 
place as planned on the day 
that it was planned and there 
was no postponement, and 
that is something that had 
been a feature of previous 
elections.

“By and large, the election 
took place in a peaceful 
environment.

“However, unfortunately, 
there were expectations 
regarding the use of the 
technology that were not met.

“There were shortcomings 
in relation to planning and 
training of the individuals at 
the polling units, which did 
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BRITISH AMERICAN FLYOVER
The British American road interchange and dualization project progress report as captured yesterday morning by The 

Nigeria Standard photographer

Front view of the flyover

Level of work on the Lamingo Junction roundabout

Photo showing the flyover from Dogon Karfe to Terminus and Lamingo 
road junction roundabout

Level of the dualization work in progress as captured yesterday

Dual bridge before Green House (Government Guest House)

Earth moving equipment putting some finishing touches on the flyover

Road from Terminus connecting Dogon Karfe and Lamingo road junctionNewly completed road along Lamingo Junction roundabout
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AN eco-friendly house with its roof shaped 
like a cowboy hat in Huntsville, Texas, 
America, has gone up for rent on property 
site Zillow for $900 (£750) per month

An eco-home that looks like it belongs 
on the set of a western movie as its entire 
roof is in the shape of a cowboy hat has 
gone up for rent. The two-bed property, 
appropriately called The Hat House, 
caught the attention of social media users 
after images of its striking Stetson-
shaped roof, which also serves as a 
balcony, emerged online.

Heart of Texas Real Estate posted the 
snaps on property site Zillow, showcasing 
the rental's 'story book charm' and rustic 
interior salvaged from discarded 
materials destined for landfill. The 660 
sqft house, in Huntsville, Texas, US, was 
designed in 2017 by Texan-born builder 
Dan Philips, and built using recycled wood 
and cement plaster stucco.

Described as a tribute to Texas' Ranch 
culture, the $900 (£750) per month 
property is located on a highway opposite 
a famous Texan steakhouse and next to 
another of Philips' works - a cowboy boot-
shaped home.

Many thrilled country and western fans 
declared the property's designer a 
visionary, while others weren't so 
complimentary, describing it as "the 
ugliest disaster I've seen".

A third added: 'Truly the world's most 
unusual house, I had NO idea what to 
expect and am still shocked'.

Principal Broker for Heart of Texas Real 
Estate, Theresa Frazier, described how 
the property largely appeals to artistic 
househunters- and that they were looking 
for a "special" person to lease it.

Theresa said: "It's really adorable. 
There's a cowboy hat house and a boot 
house and they're both right beside each 
other on the street.

"It's a very interesting property. It 

seems to appeal to artsy people, students 
and younger folk in the art department.

"Your conventional furniture doesn't 
actually fit in there real well, it takes a 
little bit of creativity to re-arrange 
furniture in there. It's pretty neat.

"It's cute and quirky. When it was first 
built we had loads of people come to see it 
open.

"People are usually really interested, 
they want to see the oddity of the type of 
property it is.

"There's a lot of interest, but it will take a 
special type of person to want to lease it.

"Dan Philips used discarded materials 
that were overflowing the landfills. It was 
all salvageable materials and this was a 
good way for him to use it.

"It's wonderful, it exemplifies the spirit 
of Texas. People enjoy driving by and 
taking a look at it."

The property was shared online with the 
caption: "Is this Texas enough for y'all?"

One commenter replied: "Say what you 
will [but] the guy was a visionary, and 
talented.

"Not being most people['s] style 
obviously, but every piece was well 
thought out. A lot of work and imagination 
went into those."

Another wrote: "This has to be the 
ugliest disaster I've seen on this site. Gah. 
I can't un-see this mess."

One commented: "My eyes. There is a 
lot going on it that little space... 
interesting though."

Another wrote: "This is a good deal on a 
rental in a college town. Wow. Weird 
house though."

One commented: "I hate how so many 
on here resort to ugly criticism and 
judgement, just because something 
doesn't fit with their taste, or the 
"influencers" they follow so religiously.”

Source: The Mirror
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LAST Saturday the 23  February 25  2023 
marked another significant moment in the 
annals of Nigeria's history as citizens came 
out in their numbers to vote for their 
p r e s i d e n t  a n d  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
representatives across the nation. The 
election was anticipated to replace the 
incumbent, President Muhammadu Buhari 
who is about rounding-up his two tenures 
as constitutionally permitted as well as 
r e s p e c t i v e  t e n u r e s  o f  o t h e r  
parliamentarians at the National Assembly.

About 18 prospective candidates 
participated at the presidential polls, the 
contenders cutting across all façade of 
contemporary accomplishments with 
intimidating credentials at their disposals. 
Evidentially, the present elections will be 
the sixth exercise since Nigeria's return to 
the present democratic dispensation in 
1999.

For the legislatorial elections, polls were 
conducted in all 109 senatorial districts and 
360 constituencies in all the 36 states of the 
country including the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja. It was an election most 
citizens of the country were not prepared to 
miss.

About 93.4 eligible voters out of the 
nation's population put at over 200 million 
registered and exercised their democratic 
franchise. Out of these eligible voters are 
significant number of youths of the nation 
who are presently feeling completely left 
out and or sidelined in the act of 
governance. This group of vulnerable 
individuals mostly unemployed with no 
basic financial empowerment have been 
easy recruits for hardliners, fanatics, 
insurgents  including other criminally 
minded individuals consistently causing 
sleepless nights for innocent and law 
abiding citizens.     

Prior to the elections, many had predicted 
high degree of uncertainty which pundits' 
had opined would not auger well for the 
most populous black nation of the world. If 
my memory has not failed, prior to the 
2015 general elections, a few multinational 
bodies had equally predicted that the then 
t raumat i z i ng  po l i t i ca l  b rouhaha  
necessitated by unabated waggling would 
drag the nation into chaotic and unpleasant 
circumstances leading to possible 
disintegration of the nation. As God would 
have it however, all their predictions hit the 
dust giving the country another hopeful 
second chance or opportunity. Though this 
first elections were recorded rancor-free, 
many scholars and leaders of thought are 
grateful for the obvious fact that the polls 
took place in a peaceful atmosphere, 
hoping that others being anticipated should 
follow suit.

This is against the backdrop of skepticism 
that the polls would perhaps not take place 
in the first instance. In fact, pockets of 
political commentators had earlier also 
harangued that the problems of fuel 
scarcity, redesigned new naira notes 
hiccups and hardship coupled with 
unpalatable security situation in the 
country had become major factors which 
could ignite election shift. Added to this 
nasty development was the unswerving 
activities of insurgency and agitations by 
militant groups both in the north east and 
the south east axis of the nation.

To the glory of God however, both the 

much talked about presidential and 

parliamentary elections were held and as it 

is; credit must be given to both the 

I ndependen t  Na t i ona l  E l e c t o ra l  

Commission and the citizens of the nation 

for this successful conduct. That is not to 

however say that the elections was smooth 

all through without some significant 

Odd World

hiccups recorded. From all indications, 

some of the major problems recorded 

included the malfunction of the Bimodal 

Voter Accreditation System, BVAS which in 

most cases failed to accredit voters using 

biometrics and or upload results.
This aside, the electorates were also 

thrown into muddle following relocation of 

several polling units and or collapsing of 

such units which did not capture citizens 

into more active ones. Interestingly, INEC 

had earlier informed our electorates that 

about 280 out of the 176,846 polling 

stations would not have elections due to 

lack of registered voters.
By and large however, most of the citizens 

were able to cast their votes enduring 

systematic and undesirable humanly 

created difficulties. Several others had to 

trek for many kilometers before reaching 

their polling units to cast their votes. This 

never give up spirit of theirs assisted them 

in no small measure towards making this 

country proud.
Beyond this however, Nigeria, the world's 

most populous black nation and Africa's 

largest economy still have a couple of 

elections left to warp-up the entire exercise 

in the country. So far, the two already 

conducted polls have solidly consolidated 

the fact that the country can get it right if 

we sincerely intend to achieve this 

objective. It has surely depicted the  fact 

that nothing would be difficult to achieve if 

the desire to effect a positive impactful 

change is sought for in the interest of the 

majority.
In this regard, since the people of this 

country are halfway through completing 

these elections, it is incumbent on them to 

patriotically approach issues without any 

bias or political sentiments. Knowing too 

well how the country has become polarized 

along ethno-religious lines, it is high time 

the needful in done so as to save the nation 

from total disintegration. 
Thus, even as we urge our political class 

to embark on positive change in their 

behavioral attitude, they must continue to 

exhibit exemplary lifestyle capable of 

healing our wounds and integrating the 

entire populace into a virile nation. In other 

words, our politicians must begin to accept 

the reality of the fact that as elected 

leaders, they have automatically become 

servant leaders who are prepared to be 

good listeners.
If there is any moment in time that 

Nigeria needs servant leaders, it is now. In 

the midst of these daunting challenges, 

such servant leaders will comprehend the 

fact that due to the biting economic 

realities of our time, the citizens of this 

nation obviously needs a shoulder to learn 

on. For the mare fact that the majority of 

the people of the nation have completely 

lost their bearings, only leaders who are 

compassionate and overwhelmed with 

loving kindness can ideologically motivate 

and propel the people to greatness and 

ensure that they are focused on a journey 

to the Promised Land.
We must as a people also not lose hope in 

this country and such leaders who are 

desirous of redressing our footsteps for the 

growth of this nation and the sake of our 

future generation must continue to serve 

this country well. Therefore, the time to 

believe and be more dedicated to our 

country is now. The time for us to 

appreciate dispassionately the great 

sacrifice of our founding fathers and ensure 

that we do all to protecting their dreams 

and the integrity of this country is certainly 

now or never.

Cowboy hat house 
goes up for rent

Now that Nigerians are voting for new leaders



TODAY, the Christendom has 
continued to appreciate God for 
the tremendous way and manner 
He has continued to rise incredible 
men and women of  God 
mandating them on strategic 
vision of reconciling humanity 
with their creator. About five years 
ago, God in His infinite mercy 
mandated the General Overseer of 
the Ark of Covenant Restoration 
Center Worldwide, Dr. Isah Harry 
Yanshiyi to restore dignity to 
mankind which started with the 
formation of a fellowship group in 
Lafia, Nasarawa State, to 
reconcile and restore mankind to 
God.  Based on God's divine 
mandate to His disciples to “Go 
and restore my people back to me 
that are despised, rejected with 
the message of righteousness,” 
the General Overseer of the 
church led by the Holy Spirit on 

ththe 6  of June, 2017 in his hotel 
r o o m  i n  L a f i a  s t a r t e d  
implementing God's vision 
b e s t owed  on  h im  wh i c h  
subsequently witnessed the 
establishment of a church called 
the ARK where many shall never 
lack, be in sickness and never see 
oppression when they identify 
with this task.

Evidently, the established focal 
analogy as directed by the 
Almighty God was to ensure that 
“many shall come into this 
assembly in their thousands; 
anyone who enters the ARK 
genuinely shall surely be restored 
from all manner of afflictions, 
barrenness, lack, oppression, of 
darkness, and where the wealth of 
my people shall be restored. I 
have given you all that it takes for 
the gates of these things to be 
opened”

Consequently, the center was 
and is still effectively and 
efficiently through divine mandate 
to become a place of reconciliation 
and restoration of humanity back 
to God as the commission is 

d o g g e d l y  s t a n d i n g  f o r  
r i gh teousness ,  ho l i ne s s ,  
restoring God's people back to 
Him, building a people that shall 
be pleasing to God, making God's 
people prosper, deliverance from 
all oppression of the devil and 
kingdom stewardship. 

Since 2017 when the General 
Overseer of the Ark of Convent 
Restoration Center Worldwide, 
Dr. Yanshiyi was mandated with 
this incredible mission in the 
L o r d ' s  v i n e y a r d ,  m a n y  
ach ievements have been 
recorded to the glory of God. 
What has continued to baffle 
many who have come in contact 
with this Man of God is his 
simplistic and servant-leader 
character. Yanshiyi has not only 
shepherd his flock very well but 
also continued to stand by them 
during their moments of trials.

As a solid prophet of God whose 
word and blessings on his 
congregation has continued to 
germinate impacting many lives, 
the General Overseer has no 
doubt stood in the gap praying 
for his ministry and the nations of 
the world. His distinctive and 
outstanding character has also 
presented him as a vibrant 
spiritual leader who is ever ready 
to give his all for the benefit of 
humanity. 

Interestingly, within the span of 
these five years, the Ark has 
grown and expanded having 
three branches in three different 
states namely, Lafia, Kaduna and 
Bauchi. The church has also 
increased in numerical strength, 
spiritual growth, as two services 
are being held every Sunday at 
the church headquarters, 
including the creation of 14 

Home-cell Fellowship centers.
This aside, the church has Basic 

Foundation School for new 
entrant, development of church 
operational manual and creation 
of more functional church units 
which consists of counselling, 
evangelism, prayer, welfare and 
re-branding departmental  
fellowships. But again and to the 
glory of God, the church was able 
to conduct successful ceremony 
of the graduation of first set of 
Basic Foundation School,  
evangelical outreaches to 
unbelievers, series of training 
a n d  r e t r e a t s  f o r  
workers/workforce and took 
decisive measures to curb 
indiscipline through the creation 
of disciplinary committee. 

It is in the light of this 
development that the church 

t hdec i ded  to  ho ld  i t s  5  
Anniversary and Thanksgiving 
Service at the Rock Garden, 
Plateau Hotel, Jos, the Plateau 
State capital so as to also gather 
financial resource to help 
facilitate the actualization of the 
proposed ARK of God Restoration 
Center Church Auditorium. This 
center if and or when fully 
constructed and commissioned is 
anticipated to further consolidate 
on the mandated placed on the 
shoulders of the Man of God in 
furtherance of the propagation of 
the word of God to the unreached 
nations of the world.

thSpeaking during the 5  year 
anniversary commemoration, 
the General Overseer of the Ark 
of Convent Restoration Center 
Worldwide, Dr. Isah Harry 
Yanshiyi explained that “ Today's 
event is quite significant and 
unique day in our lives as a 
commission/church as given by 
God. This year unmistakably vide 
by God's inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit gave me the theme as “Our 
month of turning point”. This we 
shall achieve by holding every 
word of God in high esteem. 

Meticulously, carrying out the 
mandate and expecting tangible 
results in our lives.”

According to him, “Beloved, I 
want to believe that we all 
enjoyed the spiritual level with 
which the Lord has taken us into 
the past five years. The 
testimonies and fingers of God 
that we have enjoyed are more 
than enough to tell of the Lord's 
goodness and faithfulness 
towards us in the Ark. For you to 
be in the Ark, you must be 
spiritually awakened, stabilized 
and focused. It is not gainsaying 
that today, the body of Christ is 
desecrated by love of money, 
power and fame. I am not 
deceived or carried away by the 
vibrancy of prayers or speaking 
in tongues but by sacrifice, 
righteousness and consecration. 
The days are evil. I am a man of 
mantle not title.”

Dr. Yanshiyi further explained 
that “ We have maintained and 
shall always be voracious for the 
word, unquenchable fire of 
prayer and continuously engage 
in praise and worship of God.  
Our spiritual temperature must 
always go up. Our language is 
restorat ion, hope, fa i th,  
gratitude, possibility, positivity 
and victory. Talking is proposing, 
but acting is achieving, nothing 
makes nothing. Therefore, may 
you be stirred by the Holy Ghost 
to contribute meaningfully and 
sacr i f ic ia l ly  towards the 
mandate of the Ark.”

In his sermon, the Guest 
Speaker, Bishop Timothy Kume 
noted that Christians must 
always be encouraged in the act 
of giving so as to receive their 
blessings from God knowing too 
well that it is a spiritual law.

Taking his Biblical text from the 
book of Deuteronomy 16: 16, 
the guest speaker admonished 
Christians to remain dogged 
knowing too well that no matter 
the situation confronting them, 
God will never disappoint all 
those who diligently serve Him 
adding that “all we need to do is 
to operate under the remarkable 
principles of God.”

Contributing in his vote of 
thanks, Chairman of the 
Anniversary and Thanksgiving 
Committee, Engr. Joshua David 
thanked all who contributed to 
towards the actualization of the 
event and prayed God to bless 
all those who contributed in one 
way or the other towards the 
success of the programme.

Highlights of the epoch making 
event included an anointed 
service where the congregation 
was significantly blessed to 
experience showers of blessings 
in the next coming decades. 
Some gospel groups who 
ministered during the occasion 
i n c l u d e d  t h e  B a z a t a  
International Group, Police Band 
Jos and the Ark of Covenant 
Restoration Voices International 
Jos choir.
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The steadfast love of God and His mercy never seizes even as the Christendom has continued to face all sorts of daunting 
challenges in contemporary times. Indeed, but for God, the prevailing challenges which have continued to bedevil the entire body 
of Christ would have overwhelmed us all. What has however gladdens the hearts of the people of God is the obvious fact that the 
gates of hell has not and will never prevail against the church. BULUS GAMBO, writes.

ACRC: Five years of God's faithfulness

Prof. Arch-Bishop Emmanuel Jatau presenting an award to the General Overseer Ark of 
Covenant Restoration Center Worldwide, Dr. Isa Harry Yanshiyi, while his wife Lydia 
Yanshiyi watches in appreciation

Guest Speaker, Bishop Timothy Kume and Professor Arch-Bishop Jatau at the event











Printed and published by Plateau Publishing Corporation (PPC), No. 5 Joseph Gomwalk Road, P.M.B. 2112, Jos.  Telephone: 08035929564. EDITOR: PAUL JATAU. 
LAGOS OFFICE: Plot 1234, Ahmadu Bello Way, Victoria Island, Lagos. ABUJA OFFICE: Lantana Crescent, Karu Nyanya Federal Housing Estate.  Advert Contacts: 08039795356,

08036164465. All correspondence to  P.M.B. 2112, Jos. (ISSN 0795-6988). E-mail-nigeriastandarddailynewspaper@yahoo.com 

FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1972 WEDNESDAY, March 1, 2023 www.nigeriastandarddailynewspaper@yahoo.com

 am highly honoured to lead 
this discussion today and to Ishare this illustrious platform 

which has over the years 
w e l c o m e d  e x c e p t i o n a l  
intellectuals, celebrated public 
s e r v a n t s  a n d  r e n o w n e d  
statesmen. Today is exactly thirty-
nine days to the next general 
election in Nigeria, which I have 
both the privilege and challenge of 
leading its proper delivery. 
Elections in Nigeria have become 
events that attract extensive 
international attention and 
concern, not only because of the 
sheer size of the deployment, 
which usually draws extensively 
on both national and international 
resources, but also because of the 
importance of Nigeria in Africa and 
particularly the West African sub-
region.

Although it is true that elections 
should normally be routine, 
programmed events, each 
election in Nigeria invariably 
presents its own unique context 
and therefore distinct challenges 
and prospects. Overall, therefore, 
there are enormous expectations, 
bo th  w i t h i n  N i ge r i a  and  
internationally, about the conduct 
and management of elections in 
the country. The 2023 general 
election is no exception. These 
expectations place a great 
responsibility on the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC), a responsibility that we do 
not take lightly. We appreciate 
that there are challenges and 
concerns. But we also realise that 
there is enormous goodwill and 
support, both in Nigeria and 
beyond. Consequently, we believe 
that by forthrightly sharing our 
experiences and discussing the 
challenges openly, we can 
surmount them and ensure that 
each succeeding election in 
N i g e r i a  s h o w s  m a r k e d  
improvement over the preceding 
ones. This is what I hope that the 
exchanges we are going to have 
here today would achieve.

The general election will start on 
Saturday 25th February 2023 with 
the national elections, i.e. the 
Presidential election and elections 
for the two Houses of the National 

Assembly – the Senate and House 
of Representatives.  On that day,  
legislators for 109 Senatorial 
Districts and 360 House of 
Representatives constituencies 
will be elected. The State 
elect ions, i .e. elect ion of 
Governors, as well as 993 
members of the State Houses of 
Assembly, will hold two weeks 
later, on Saturday 11th March 
2023. Only 28 out of 36 Governors 
will be elected on that day. The 

other eight do not fall due 
because of past electoral 
litigations that misaligned the 
tenures  o f  the  a f fec ted  
Governors.

G iven the  geograph ica l  
expanse of the country, the 
number of registered voters, 
electoral constituencies and 
polling units, conducting a 
general election in Nigeria is a 
h u g e  u n d e r t a k i n g .  T h e  
de l im i t a t i on  de t a i l s  a r e  
s t a g g e r i n g :  9 3 , 4 6 9 , 0 0 8  
registered voters expected to 
elect their representatives for 
1,491 constituencies in 176,846 
polling units. Based on the 
figures we compiled from the 
websites of various Electoral 
Commissions and Interior 
Ministries in West Africa, 
N i g e r i a 's  c u r r e n t  v o t e r  

population is 16,742,916 higher 
than the 76,726,092 registered 
voters in the other 14 countries 
put together. This means that a 
general election in Nigeria is like 
conducting elections in the whole 
of West Africa and beyond.

Since 1999, Nigeria has been 
conducting regular general 
e l e c t i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
restoration of civilian-democratic 
rule governance after many 
years of military rule. The 2023 
general election will be the 
seventh consecutive general 
election in Nigeria. This fact 
makes this the longest period of 
electoral democracy in the 

country's history. Previous 

periods of electoral democracy 
were relatively short, repeatedly 
t r u n c a t e d  b y  m i l i t a r y  
interventions. However, the 
quantity of elections is one thing, 
but their quality is another. As 
Zavadskaya and Garnett aptly 
note, the question of integrity of 
elections is relevant for ”all 
elections, whether in new 
democracies or jurisdictions that 
have held election for decades”, 
because they are all “vulnerable 
to malpractice.” However, good 
elections are not only about 
curbing malpractices, but also 
about ensuring inclusivity. 
Inclusive elections constitute an 
essential part of democracy. This 
is the reason why in our 
Commission we regularly speak 
of our commitment to free, fair, 
credible, transparent, verifiable 
and inclusive elections. To be 
sure, credible and inclusive 
elections in the final analysis 
d e p e n d  o n  a d e q u a t e  
preparations and my main 
preoccupation today is to share 
with you how we are preparing for 
a general election of high 
integrity and inclusiveness in 
Nigerian 2023.

Lessons from the 2019 General 
Election

Preparations for the 2023 
general election are largely being 
concluded and preliminary 
deployments are a l ready 
u n d e r w a y.  I n d e e d ,  o u r  

preparations began quite early, 
learning from some of our 
experiences in 2019, particularly 
the sore experience of having to 
postpone that election a few 
hours before it commenced. One 
important lesson from 2019 is 
that  great  p lanning and 
preparations are important, but 
unfortunately these are often at 
the risk of what Pippa Norris calls 
“simple human errors, technical 
malfunctions and logistical 
f a i l u res”. However,  ear ly 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  
opportunities for adequate 
planning,  resourcing, and testing 
of systems that will reduce these 
risks to a minimum.

A second lesson from 2019 is 
that early choice of election 
management tools, especially 
the main election technology. 
Their proper pilot-testing and 
deployment are exceedingly 
important for a successful 
election. For election technology, 
early decision is central to 
maintaining i ts integrity, 
popularising it among voters and 
addressing any challenges that 
could arise. We know that 
political actors often try to 
undermine the process by 
attacking the technology, casting 
doubts on its suitabil ity, 
bypassing its use or indeed 
seeking to undermine its 
security. This informed the early 
c ho i c e  o f  a  n ew  vo t e r  
accreditation technology using 

an electronic device we call the 
Bimodal Voter Accreditation 
System (BVAS). We have tested 
it in several bye-elections and 
off-cycle Governorship elections. 
In addition, the decision to make 
polling unit election results 
available for public viewing, 
which has always been a major 
demand by citizens and election 
observers, falls into this early 
choice of election technology. 
The INEC Results Viewing (IReV) 
portal is a dedicated web portal 
for the public to view polling unit 
results as soon as they are 
finalised on election day.  This has 
been employed in several 
elections conducted by the 
Commission in the past few years.  
In particular, the uploading of 
Polling Unit results on the IReV 
portal has been deployed 105 
const i tuenc ies where the 
Commission conducted off-
season elections since August 
2020. The result can still be 
viewed on the portal, making the 
IReV an invaluable repository of 
elections results in Nigeria.

A further lesson from the 2019 
general election, which is helping 
us immensely in our preparations 
for the 2023 general election, is 
that an early finalisation of 
changes to the Electoral Act, the 
principal legal basis for elections, 
is critical to proper organisation 
of elections. In the build-up to 
the 2019 general election, there 
was an unending back and forth 
between the Executive and 
Legislative arms of government 
on the Electoral Act, and in the 
end the amendment of the Act 
was stalled. One consequence of 
this was that INEC could not 
conclude work on the Regulations 
and Guidelines for the election, 
which are meant to derive from, 
and be consistent with, the 
Electoral Act as early as we 
intended. Since the Commission 
has no say as such in the passing 
of the Act, it had to wait for a final 
document to emerge from the 
process, which ultimately did not 
mate r i a l i s e . The  seve ra l  
recommendations that the 
Commission made to the National 
Assembly to include in the 
amended Act to improve the 
quality of elections, such as the 
strengthening of the use of 
technology, early conclusion of 
candidates’ nominations, as well 
as timely funding of elections, 
never became l aw. I t i s 
noteworthy that this time around, 
the Electoral Act 2022 was 
passed in good time, and it has 
addressed some of these issues.

“A further lesson from the 2019 general election, which is 
helping us immensely in our preparations for the 2023 
general election, is that an early finalisation of changes to 
the Electoral Act, the principal legal basis for elections, is 
critical to proper organisation of elections. In the build-up to 
the 2019 general election, there was an unending back and 
forth between the Executive and Legislative arms of 
government on the Electoral Act,  and in the end the 
amendment of the Act was stalled.  One consequence of this 
was that INEC could not conclude work on the Regulations 
and Guidelines for the election, which are meant to derive 
from, and be consistent with, the Electoral Act as early as we 
intended.”

 Prof. Mahmood Yakubu
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