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NE of the worst traits 
Nigerians possess is that Othey like copying anything 

European. It doesn't matter if what 
they're copying is wrong as far as its 
root can be traced to anything 
European. Take for instance, our 
dressing, we still hold in high 
esteem the European dress code. 
That is why formal dressing is 
nothing African. The only respect 
accorded African dressing is one day 
out of the 5 working days, for 
bankers which is Friday. What a 
shame!

The copy cats that we are saw 
prisoners in foreign films doing ass-
down and we have joined them. We 
thought it was fashionable not 
realising that prisoners pull their 
trousers down, exposing their 
boxers because their trousers are 
usually short for them.

We like answering their names 
even when we can't pronounce 
them. A good example is my name 
which is spelt: Yvonne but in the 
pronunciation the 'y' is pronounced 
as 'ee' sound. But because it is alien 
to us, my name is one of the names 
that has suffered on the lips of my 
country men. I have been called 
Evon, Vonne, Ibon, Weavon, Iwon. 
This can be very annoying but do 
you blame them, it is not their 
language. It is a French name 
adopted by the English. If one was 
called Shitnaan, that could have 
been pronounced easily.

I once overheard a mother calling 
her daughter Charon instead of 
Sharon. My dad's name was James 
but my grandmother, his mother 
used to call him Zhemis. My sister 
Helen used to be called Helin, the 
intonation also very wrong making 
it sound very different from how the 
white men pronounce it.

Why go through all these troubles 
when you can easily name your 
child in your local dialect and save 
yourself the tongue twisting. A lot of 
humiliation can be avoided if we 
accord our local dialects half the 
respect we accord English. What is 
wrong with the name Naanzem, 
Zemyen, Kemi, Funke, Godiya, 
Simi, etc. These are beautiful 
names with beautiful meanings.

It is fashionable for us not to speak 
our local dialect or even understand 
it. But it is an offence to our ears for 
one to use the wrong English tenses 
when speaking. Meanwhile, we can 
comfortably murder our local dialect 
and laugh it off. As far as it is not 
English, we are ok.

On top of all this, we believe the 
ultimate achievement is to relocate 
one's family abroad to USA or 
Europe. Or to go to these countries 
and school. We see nothing good in 

what is ours. That is why the horrid 
stories about Nigerians going 
overseas by crook or by chance still 
abound. Even their stories of woes 
in these countries is a disgrace to 
our claim as the giant of Africa.

One could say that these countries 
are developed. But when will we 
ever have the will to develop our 
country if our best hands are 
leaving the shores of our land in 
droves. Our case is so bad because 
those at the corridors of power 
think more of oiling their pockets 
than making the country better for 
all of us.

Another issue of grave concern is 
that of medical tourism. Our 
government and those at the helm 
of affairs and their family members 
fly abroad at the slightest hint of 
headache. This action, more than 
anything tells us that our 
government has no confidence in 
our health institutions. They know 
what they have deposited in Nigeria 
and what it translates to. Garbage 
in, garbage out. You can't give what 
you don't have.

One would think, since we idolise 
European way of doing things, we 
would emulate their way of doing 
things. For example, they are 
timely, orderly, keep their streets 
very neat.  They frown at 
corruption, and expose crime 
instead of aiding it.

This is not to say the white man's 
society is without faults.. There are 
but they fight it collectively. They 
love their country and can die for it. 
They are our opposite.

They are not religious but try to do 
their best. . Nigerians on the other 
hand, are very religious, but the 
atrocities we commit in the dark, 
forgett ing that God knows 
everything. He rewards us 
according to the cleanness of our 
hands.

More than ever before, the 
challenge of security has taken 
centre stage. Where the countries 
we are copying fight insecurity 
collectively, ours is handled with kid 
gloves. We are yet to prioritise 
security and spend more on the 
necessary gadgets. As far as 
security is concerned, we are sitting 
on time bomb. Our security outfits 
are yet to move ahead of our 
insurgents. Somehow, they beat 
them at the game.

T h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  
strengthened but ours are still  
going in circles because of 
corruption and lack of political will. 
Nigerians need to change the way 
they do things in order to get it 
right. That also involves changing 
our mind-sets. The change begins 

Our eurocentric craze

Mutfwang/Piyo Campaign Council alerts 
supporters of duplicate Result Sheets

HE Campaign Council of TM u t f w a n g /  P i y o  h a s  
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  R E S U LT  
SHEETS delivered for the 
Governorship and House of 
Assembly election on Saturday, 
March 18, 2023 in some polling 
units of Jos North- North and Jos 
North- West are but duplicates 
rather that the original copies. 

This was revealed in a 
statement by the Director, 
Directorate of Media and 
P u b l i c i t y  M u t f w a n g - P i y o  
Campaign Council, Plateau 
State, Yiljab Abraham.

The Council hereby alerts 
INEC, secur i ty  agencies,  
electorate, party faithful and 
lovers of the PDP to take note of 
this anomaly. 

According to the statement, “It 
is glaring that the release of 
duplicates and hiding of original 
copies is a crude way to fill in fake 
numbers and frustrate the 
genuine aspiration of voters who 
have made up their minds to 
speak forcefully through the 
ballot on this election”. 

The statement explained that 

INEC has already committed 
itself to a fair, transparent and 
open conduct of the elections 
which will be in line with the 
electoral act and the wishes of 
the people. Anything less than 
this will be a threat to the 
credibility of the election, a 
dent on the image of INEC and 
a threat to the peace and 

security of Plateau State. 
It further explained that the 

Council will not tolerate the 
attempts to acquire victory 
through the backdoor.

We appeal to voters to 
remain highly vigilant to thwart 
despe ra te  a t t emp ts  a t  
undermining the nation's 
democracy.

From Dorcas Pankyes, Abuja

Chairman charges residents on peaceful 
conduct of election 

HE Executive Chairman of TKaru LGA, Hon. James 
Thomas, has advised the people 

of the LGA to conduct 
themselves peacefully before, 
d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  
Governorship and State 
House of Assembly elections 

scheduled for Saturday 18th 
March, 2023.

This was contained in a 
statement signed by the 
Senoir Special Assistant on 
Media and Publicity to Karu 
LGA Chairman, Comrade 
Danbaba Uba Magaji Friday.

The Honourable Chairman 
said, there is no election that is 
worth the blood of any citizen, 
while democracy and good 
governance can only thrive 
when there is peace and 
peaceful coexistence.

According to the Chairman, 
political differences must 
never cause hate and chaos 
among the good people of 
Karu LGA and Nasarawa 
State. "We remain brothers 
and sisters in spite of our 
political differences."

The Hon. Chairman urged 
politicians and political parties, 
opinion leaders, traditional 
rulers and parents to caution 
their wards and youth, to shun 
violence and thuggery before, 
during and after the elections.

The Honourable Chairman 
also called on our religious 
leaders and everyone to pray 
for a peaceful and successful 
election in the state and 
Nigeria at large.

From Dorcas Pankyes, Abuja

THE Minister of State for 
Science, Technology and 
Innovation, Chief Henry 
Ikechukwu Ikoh has said that 
industrialization is key to job 
creat ion and economic 
development and growth of 
any nation.

Henry Ikoh said this during 
t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  
recruitment and selection of 
c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  
appointment of Directors-
General of National Board of 
Techno logy  Incuba t i on  
(NBTI), Nigerian Natural 
Med ic ine  Deve lopment  
Agency  (NNMDA)  and  
N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  

Technology Management 
(NACETEM) in his office 
recently.

According to the minister, 
the selection process will be 
based on the laid down 
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e  
appointment of Directors-
General of the agencies, 
adding that the employment 
will be strictly on merit.

He further stated that the 
ministry will ensure that right 
people are appointed. He 
then charged the committee 
members to be committed 
and diligent in carrying out 
the assignment in order to 
move the agencies and the 
Federal Ministry of Science, 

T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  
Innovation (FMSTI) to 
greater heights.

I n  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  
speech, the Chairman of 
the Committee, Engr. 
Baba  Gana  Ib rah im 
assured the Hon Minister 
that the committee will 
ensure that the right thing 
is done by exercising due 
process in the selection of 
the Directors-General.

T o  t h i s  e n d ,  h e  
commended the minister 
for  g iv ing them the 
opportunity to serve the 
nation.

Industrialization is key to development
- ministerFrom Dorcas Pankyes, Abuja
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Mutfwang
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Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong (CON) voting at his 
Nyak P. U. Shendam LGA

Labour Party, Candidate for Governorship, Dr. Patrick Sunday Dakum voting 
at his Adeng Ward Jibilik Polling unit, Pankshin LGA

PDP Candidate for Governorship, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang (right) and his wife 
after voting at Ampang Polling Unit, Mangu LGA

Eligible voters queening up to exercise their franchise at the Zawan polling 
Unit of Jos South LGA

The Nigeria Standard reporters, Mr. Fwenji Goar and Hosea Nyanmlong 
monitoring the exercise

House of Reps Member Elect, PKK, Rt. Hon. Yusuf Adamu Gagdi (right) 
casting his ballot at Bakin Kasuwa, Gum-Gagdi Polling Unit, Kanam LGA

Candidate of the APC for State Assembly Barkin Ladi Constituency, Hon. 
Dickson Y. Chollom being captured by INEC BVAS

APC Candidate for Governorship, Prof. Nentawe Yilwatda Goshwe and his 
wife casting their ballot at Dungung 1 Polling Unit, Kanke LGA

GOVERNORSHIP/STATES ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2023
The Governorship and State House of Assembly, conducted by INEC in 28 states of the federation took place yesterday in Plateau State as captured by 

The Nigeria Standard photographer
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Abia State
ncumbent PDP Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu was re-Ielected to a second term in 

2019 with 60.26% of the vote. He 
will be term-limited in 2023 and 
cannot seek re-election.

For the APC, two parallel 
primaries were held with one 
faction holding an indirect primary 
at the Chidiebere Arena while the 
other faction held a direct primary 
(citing a national APC directive for 
a direct primary in Abia) that 
carried on into the next day. After 
both primaries were peacefully 
held, the Chidiebere Arena primary 
ended in economist Ikechi 
Emenike winning by a wide margin 
while the direct primary resulted in 
a victory for former minister Uche 
Ogah. INEC recognised Emenike as 
the legitimate nominee in July 
2022 after a court ruled in his 
favour. 

In the APGA primary, Gregory Ibe 
(an academic administrator) 
defeated his three opponents with 
around 54% of the delegates' 
votes. While the party accepted his 
nomination, second runner-up 
Ijioma Nwokoro Ijioma rejected 
the results. 

In the PDP primary, Uche Ikonne 
(an optometrist and academic 
administrator) emerged victorious 
after almost all of his opponents 
withdrew on the day of the 
primary. Reasons for withdrawal 
were split between those claimed 
that Ikpeazu's tacit support for 
Ikonne along with doctored 

delegate lists removed any fairness 
from the primary and those that 
dropped out to support Ikonne. 
Ikonne defeated the two remaining 
candidates with over 80% of the 
vote in an indirect primary on 25 
May. 

Adamawa State
Incumbent PDP Governor 

Ahmadu Umaru Fintiri was elected 
to a first term in 2019 with 43.22% 
of the vote. He contested for re-
election.

Ahmadu Umaru Fintiri was 
elected to a first term in 2019 with 
43.22% of the vote to clinch the 
PDP nomination for the 2023 
governorship race.

For the APC, Aishatu Dahiru 
Banini—Senator for Adamawa 
Central—won the primary with 
42% of delegates' votes. Despite 
some controversies during the 
primary, Ahmed was accepted as 
the nominee and made history as 
the first women to nominated by a 
major party for the Adamawa 
governorship and only the second 
women ever nominated by a major 
party for any state governorship. 

Akwa Ibom State
Incumbent PDP Governor Udom 

Gabriel Emmanuel was not on the 
Ballot in yesterday's governorship 
election in the state. Rather, Umo 
Eno (a former Commissioner) was 
the PDP Candidate seeking to take 
over from Governor Udom 
Emmanuel.

For the APC, months of a party 
crisis between a national party-

recognized faction backed by 
Godswill Akpabio and an INEC-
recognized faction backed by John 
J a m e s  A k p a n  U d o - E d e h e  
culminated in street fights over 
control of official voting materials. 
Eventually, the Akpabio faction 
gained control of the materials and 
held its primary on 27 May with 
businessman Akanimo Udofia 
winning. However, INEC did not 
recognize Udofia's win, leaving the 
APC without a gubernatorial 
nominee. As the APC failed to 
legitimately nominate a candidate, 
minor parties' nominees have 
become major candidates as Udo-
Edehe decamped to the NNPP to 
become its nominee with rumors 
that losing PDP candidates are also 
looking at minor parties' tickets. 

In the PDP primary, Umo Eno 
emerged victorious after two of his 
major opponents—Senator Bassey 
Albert Akpan and MHR Onofiok 
Luke—withdrew on the day of the 
primary as both claimed that a 
court order prevented the primary 
from taking place. Eno defeated 
the remaining candidates with over 
97% of the vote in an indirect 
primary on 25 May, 2022.

Bauchi State
Incumbent PDP Governor Bala 

Mohammed was elected to a first 
term in 2019 with 46.35% of the 
vote. He initially declined to run for 
re-election, instead running for 
president. However, after losing 
the PDP presidential primary in 
May 2022, Mohammed was 
renominated for governor in a 

rerun primary.
In the APC primary, Sadique 

Abubakar (former Chief of the Air 
Staff) defeated Senator Halliru 
Dauda Jika with 36% of the vote in 
an indirect primary on 26 May. Jika 
left for the NNPP a few weeks after 
the primary. 

Bayelsa State
Incumbent PDP Governor Douye 

Diri was elected to a first term in 
2019 after a court decision. He is 
seeking for re-election, for another 
four year term under the platform 
of the PDP.

Benue State
Incumbent PDP Governor Samuel 

Ortom was re-elected to a second 
term in 2019 with 52.29% of the 
vote. He will be term-limited in 
2023 and cannot seek re-election 
for a third term. 

The APC on its part is parading a 
Catholic Priest for the governorship 
which was earlier contested along 
with the likes of Barnabas Gemade, 
a former Senator for Benue North 
and Representative Hermain 
Hembe  o f  Vande i kya -T i ev  
Constituency.

Borno State
Incumbent APC Governor 

Babagana Umara Zulum was 
elected to a first term in 2019 with 
92.78% of the vote. He is eligible to 
run and is seeking another four 
year mandate.

Cross River State
Incumbent PDP-turned-APC 

Governor Benedict Ayade who was 
re-elected for a second term in 
2019 with 73.04% of the vote. He 

will be term-limited in 2023 and 
cannot seek re-election for a third 
term. Those who had earlier 
showed interest to replace Ayade 
include; A Godswill Edward Osim 
(Ayade aide and son-in-law of 
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan) while potential APC 
candidates include Chris Agara 
(businessman), Goddy Jedy Agba 
(Minister of State for Power), 
Okonkon Effiom (Commissioner for 
Rural Transformation), Asuquo 
Ekpenyong (Commissioner for 
Finance), John Owan Enoh (former 
Senator for Cross River Central and 
2019 APC gubernatorial nominee), 
Ntufam Ekpo Okon (former House 
of Representatives member for 
Calabar Municipal/Odukpani and 
2019 APC deputy gubernatorial 
nominee), Bassey Otu (former 
Senator for Cross River South), 
and Usani Uguru Usani (former 
Niger Delta Minister).

While PDP candidates were 
Arthur Archibong (Chancellor of 
Arthur Javis University), Daniel 
Ef f iong Asuquo (House of  
Representatives member for 
Akamkpa/Biase), Gershom Bassey 
(Senator for Cross River South), 
and Sandy Ojang Onor (Senator for 
Cross River Central).

Delta State
Incumbent PDP Governor Ifeanyi 

Okowa now Vice Presidential 
Candidate of the PDP, was re-
elected to a second term in 2019 
with 80.17% of the vote. He will be 
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Continued on page 31

The 2023 gubernatorial elections was held on Saturday across 31 out of 36 Nigerian states, concurrent with elections to every state house of assembly, 
three weeks after the presidential election and National Assembly elections. While in Imo State, Kogi State, and Bayelsa State elections will be held on the 
11th November. The last regular gubernatorial elections for all states were in 2019. All states have a two term limit for Governors which makes 18 
incumbent governors ineligible for re-election. Writes KENNETH DARENG.

The road to 2023 gubernatorial elections
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F all the places on earth, 

it was at the correctional Ocentre, Uyo, that I 

discovered a massive goldmine, 

but how did I even get to the 

correctional centre to discover a 

goldmine? Perhaps, you may be 

wondering how.
It was Comrade Grace Udoma, 

who invited me to the centre. Not 

that she was a prisoner or a staff 

there. She used her office as the 

Chairman of the Atlantic FM 

Chapel of the Nigeria Union of 

Journalists to mobilise her 

members to go show love to 

inmates there. I was just on my 

own when she insisted that I 

should accompany them to the 

centre. I came up with my 

objections, but Comrade Udoma 

isn't the type that takes no for an 

answer and that was the genesis 

of how I discovered the goldmine.
The day in question was the 

14th day of February, 2023. As is 

the norm the world over, that 

particular day is regarded as 

Valentine's day. Valentine's day is 

otherwise regarded as lovers' 

day. Historically, there is a 

narrative that says that Valentine 

was a priest, who served during 

the third century in Rome. 

Emperor Claudius II ruled over 

Rome then and he decided that 

single men made better soldiers 

than those with wives and 

families, so he outlawed marriage 

for young men. Valentine defied 

Claudius and continued to 

perform marriages for young 

lovers in secret. When Valentine's 

act ions were d iscovered,  

Claudius ordered that he be put 

to death.
In this part of the globe, people 

often do things that are uncalled 

for to commemorate the day. It is 

a common sight to see young 

ladies fighting themselves over a 

man on Valentine's day. It is also 

a common sight to see single 

ladies hanging around people's 

husbands like pins on a magnet. 

Many homes have been scattered 

due to romance gone wrong on 

Valentine's day. On the contrary, 

Comrade Udoma and her chapel 

members chose that particular 

d a y  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  

unprecedented, they decided to 

touch the lives of the inmates 

there, by showing them love.
By 9 am, we were at the 

premises. We were subsequently 

addressed by the Assistant 

Control ler of Corrections, 

Nigerian Correctional Service, 

Akwa Ibom State Command, ACC 

E. J Ogueri, he expressed his 

delight about our visit and invited 

us into the centre to see things 

for ourselves.
Folks, inside the correctional 

centre, I observed that it was 

another world entirely. I saw 

prisoners dancing and gyrating. I 

saw hardened unremorseful 

criminals and I also saw the 

innocent amongst them. My 

hunch kept signaling to me that 

some people there were actually 

innocent. Theirs was the case of 

Joseph, seeing his undies in the 

hands of his Oga's wife, but not 

being able to explain how the 

underwear got to her. Folks, it 

was a day of sightseeing. I even 

saw babies inside the prison. 

They were all enjoying the 

moment. The young men there 

were trying to create fun and 

entertainment. They recreated 

their own version of “I wanna 

flex”. The moment was like a 

heaven-on-earth kind of a thing. 

I was nodding my head and 

responding to the rhythm of the 

music. There and then, I 

discovered the gold mine. The 

goldmine I saw was in the 

inmates. I saw the human 

capacity and enthusiasm in them 

as a goldmine.
See the way the inmates were 

displaying raw talents. Some of 

them as forthcoming. One or two 

cottage industries could spring up 

from the correctional centre. It 

then dawned on me that Nigeria 

is still importing so many things 

from China. The other day, I saw 

an imported wooden spoon. What 

is a wooden spoon that the 

inmates cannot produce? It is 

certainly not a high-tech thing. 

Besides, the raw materials are 

readily available. The inmates 

can produce it and from there, a 

trust fund could be opened for 

them to save a percentage of the 

money gotten from proceeds 

from the sales. The savings could 

eventually be used by them when 

they finally leave the prison to 

start a business instead of going 

back to society to become a 

nuisance. As I said, the goldmine 

I saw there was massive. Given 

the right training, these prisoners 

could do exploits. How about Uyo 

prisoners producing apps, 

software and even android 

devices could do exploits in the 

entertainment industry if given 

the opportunity. I saw a handful 

of energetic youths amongst 

them. These ones had prison 

terms to serve. Most of them 

were a product of a dysfunctional 

system. Believe me, if they were 

previously in a functional society, 

80% of them wouldn't be there. 

Some were actually there due to 

peer group influence. Others 

were there due to one societal 

menace or the other. So, after 

serving their prison terms, what 

next? Then the answer was 

forthcoming. One or two cottage 

industries could spring up from 

the correctional centre. It then 

dawned on me that Nigeria is still 

importing so many things from 

China. The other day, I saw an 

imported wooden spoon. What is 

a wooden spoon that the inmates 

cannot produce? It is certainly 

not a high-tech thing. Besides, 

the raw materials are readily 

available. The inmates can 

produce it and from there, a trust 

fund could be opened for them to 

save a percentage of the money 

gotten from proceeds from the 

sales. The savings could 

eventually be used by them when 

they finally leave the prison to 

start a business instead of going 

back to society to become a 

nuisance. As I said, the goldmine 

I saw there was massive. Given 

the right training, these prisoners 

could do exploits. How about Uyo 

prisoners producing apps, 

software and even android 

devices? 
Some of those inmates were 

actually hackers and internet 

fraudsters, but they could be 

transformed into information 

technology professionals if little 

more attention is given to them. 

Folks, when people are in 

confinement, that is when the 

inspiration to do exploits flow. 
Apostle Paul was inspired to 

write some books of the bible 

while he was incarcerated, even 

Joseph was busy solving 

problems while in prison, some of 

those inmates you see there are 

intellectual giants, but as I said, 

they were also a product of a 

failed system. Another thought 

quickly flashed through my mind. 

Wig-making by the inmates was 

another option, with proper 

training, these people could 

produce wigs and closures for 

export. If we do more exports, 

believe me, the value of the 

Nigerian naira will appreciate. 
What about shoe making, with 

proper training, these inmates 

could produce shoes for export 

too. Imagine foreigners queuing 

up to buy made-in-Nigerian 

shoes, that would be a plus. The 

idea of a garment factory also 

came to my mind. I saw inmates 

being trained professionally to 

sew ready-made wear from 

prison. I mean wears with 

designer labels. As the thoughts 

kept flashing through my mind, 

the chaplain of the centre 

announced that the female 

officers of the centre were about 

to play a football match with the 

female inmates. Chai! I followed 

them back to back. They were 

even playing soccer inside the 

prison. Comrade Udoma was 

given the opportunity to do the 

official kick-off of the exercise. 

Off she went. With a kick from 

her, the ball flew into the air. She 

was not kicking as a novice. She 

was kicking as a professional. 

This Comrade must be a woman 

of many parts. So, with the 

official kick-off from Comrade 

Udoma, the idea of a football 

academy within the facility came 

to bear. With proper training, the 

inmates could beat all those 

international football clubs that 

people brag about. You see those 

inmates, they will so dribble their 

opponents because they already, 

have the stamina to do so, just a 

little orientation, intentional 

training and encouragement can 

do the magic. 
orientation, intentional training 

and encouragement can do the 

magic. 
How about foreigners doing 

subscriptions to watch the Akwa 

Ibom league or something 

similar? It will surely be a plus for 

the state. But can a prisoner 

today become a soccer star 

tomorrow? The answer is yes. We 

have had cases of people coming 

out of prison to rule their world. 

Didn't former President Olusegun 

Obasanjo leave prison in 1998 to 

become President in 1999? Did 

the heavens fall? The answer is 

no. Meaning that prisoners can 

also shine. At that point in time, I 

began to appreciate the brain 

behind the change of name from 

the Nigerian Prison to the 

Correctional Centre. The term, 

'Prison' was hard, it portrayed 

that everyone in prison must 

have been a criminal, but that is 

very far from the truth. Those 

babies I sighted there could not 

have been criminals. They were 

just suffering from crimes 

committed by their mothers, 

while they were in the womb. 

Besides, nobody is imprisonable I 

have seen politicians, lawyers, 

doctors and all manner of elites 

being imprisoned. I have also 

seen the lowly and those who 

have no one to speak on their 

behalf also going to prison too. 

The term, “Correctional' is more 

dignifying and apt.
Hav ing  d i s cove red  th i s  

goldmine, I now officially drop it 

i n  t h i s  c o r n e r  f o r  t h e  

Government, public-spirited 

individuals, NGOs, Senators, 

House o f  Representat ive  

members, house of assembly 

members and others, to go and 

mine. When they start cashing 

out the redesigned new naira 

notes or dollars from the mine, 

will they even remember the 

discoverer in their kingdom? For 

now, I can't say.

Like play, like play, I have also joined the league of people who discovered things. So, Mungo park discovered the course of River 
Niger, Benjamin Franklin discovered electricity, Michael Faraday discovered benzene and Grace Anderson discovered a goldmine 
in a correctional facility. Hmmm! The ministry is finally moving to the permanent site. Writes GRACE ANDERSON.

Goldmine in Nigeria’s Correctional Centres



HE advent of any significant 

changes in technology has often Ttriggered concerns about the fate 

of journalism. Even at the infancy of social 

media, TIME covered one of its editions of 

February 5, 2009, with concern about the 

imminent death of journalism. To drive 

home the point, the graphic was 

illustrated with a copy of the New York 

Times wrapping a tilapia.
The profession went through similar 

bouts of self-doubt and anxiety, after the 

introduction of the movable type and 

printing press. This same thing happened 

following the introduction of the 

telephone, radio and television. In 

hindsight, it would seem that journalism's 

death was slightly exaggerated.
But can the survival of journalism as we 

know it today be taken for granted in the 

midst of the extraordinary changes in 

technology and ICT? In 5, 10 or 20 years, 

will there be any dots to connect between 

technology and journalism or would the 

profession be submerged in a sea 

change?
 In Artificial Intelligence: A Modern 

Approach, Stuart J Russell and Peter 

Norvig's groundbreaking, expansive 

study on AI, first published in 1995 and 

released in its fourth edition in 2020, the 

computer scientists and scholars offer a 

sharp and comprehensive introduction to 

the foundations of artificial intelligence. 

The book covers a diverse range of fields 

from philosophy to mathematics, 

neuroscience and psychology, and 

linguistics.
In a particularly memorable passage, 

the authors said, “We don't want 

machines that are intelligent in the sense 

of pursuing their objectives; we want 

them to pursue our objectives.”
The extent to which this goal is 

achievable, and whether it should be 

desirable in the first place, has, of course, 

been a subject of vigorous and prolonged 

debate.
There are those rightfully concerned 

that the oncoming waves of automation 

would exacerbate existing inequalities 

between workers whose backgrounds 

have afforded them education and other 

social privileges that put them at the 

higher ends of well-paying tech jobs and 

those who depend on jobs that would 

most likely be phased out by automated 

systems.
The stats may not amplify these fears 

but they do not allay them either. A report 

from Mckinsey studying skill shifts in the 

workforce in Europe and the United 

States says that between 2016 and 2030 

the demand for technological skills would 

increase significantly compared with the 

demand for manual and basic cognitive 

skills. The prospects may be slower in 

Africa, but they are creeping up.
Mass media have long ceased to be the 

sole domain of professional journalists. 

That is, not only have established 

assumptions about the authority of the 

journalist to witness, record and 

disseminate news been severely 

undermined, established assumptions 

about audience's expectations in 

journalists have also been challenged.
When I joined PUNCH in 1989 the 

dominant way of collecting the news from 

offices outside Lagos, the headquarters, 

was by radio. We had a few telephone 

lines alright, but they were congested and 

unreliable. Reporters filed in a few copies 

from the states by telex, but the bulk was 

by radio. The compugraphic machines, 

galleys and cow gum did the rest of the 

prepress job. That was over three 

decades ago.
We deployed reporters in Sheraton 

Hotels, Lagos, where they spun war 

stories from Baghdad by watching the TV 

at the reception over a bottle of coke 

taken for hours. Somehow, through 

improvisation and compelling designs, 

the paper became a hit.
What happened in PUNCH was 

emblematic of the crises that the industry 

faced after the prosperous seventies and 

eighties. There were significant changes 

in the operating environment, partly as a 

result of ownership and politics, but 

fundamentally as a result of poor 

economics and the inability of the 

industry to forecast where changes in 

technology might lead and to leverage 

them.
As production costs increased and 

infrastructure deteriorated, however, the 

response of the press, in particular, was 

not necessarily to find smarter, more 

efficient ways of distributing content. 

Instead, media owners embarked on a 

binge of buying fleets of distribution vans 

and producing multiple editions, with very 

little returns on inventory.
This massive investment in a blackhole 

worsened their already precarious 

financial positions after General Ibrahim 

Babangida's controversial “structural 

adjustment programme”.
With advertising naira shrinking, 

advertisers began to insist on data, 

forcing the opaque newspaper industry to 

begin to face its own demon. Adoption of 

new practices and improvements in 

internal methods to make them more 

efficient and customer-centric – including 

deployment of new technologies – 

became not a matter of choice, but of 

survival for the industry.
Today, a number of media houses (print 

and broadcast) have strong social media 

platforms and even web-first news 

policies, while strictly online brands such 

as Sahara Reporters, Premium Times, 

The Cable and Peoples Gazette, to name a 

few, have become significant players, 

using an extensive degree of new 

technologies to collect, process and share 

content and earn revenue.
However, of all these developments, the 

arrival of citizen journalists on the one 

hand and the AI-powered robots on the 

other, are perhaps the most significant 

occurrences in journalism.
It seemed OK when technology led to 

mechanized farming, brought changes in 

the mode and speed of transportation and 

even transformed the textile and culinary 

industries. Journalists were happy to 

herald these changes.
As soon as technological changes 

arrived at the doorsteps of the profession, 

however, with the distinct possibilities 

that non-journalists could use and deploy 

them in everyday life, the alarm bells 

were set off, sounding like a tribal call 

against the invasion of aliens: AI was The 

Beast!
Yet, by focusing on more routine and 

menial tasks, it is believed that 

automation frees journalists up for more 

comprehensive, in-depth reporting, 

significantly improving the quality of 

journalistic work.
Sharing examples of how journalism 

and robots are connecting and finding 

common grounds elsewhere raises the 

natural question: where does that leave 

the Nigerian journalist?
Incursions by bloggers, influencers and 

corporates using non-traditional news 

channels to share valuable content have 

challenged the mainstream media. Also, 

the increased entry into the profession of 

persons with non-formal-media 

background has improved the profession 

both in its diversity and deepened its 

adoption rate of new technologies.
Through hackathons, collaboration of 

media and non-media persons, for 

example, robotics have been deployed in 

sourcing data that shine the light on 

community problems on access to 

healthcare, education and job-creation.
Media organisations either working 

collaboratively on independently also 

deploy drones in previously inaccessible 

communities, to gather content, 

especially in conflict situations. Although 

this practice is still not sufficiently 

widespread because of costs, inertia – 

and even grey regulatory areas 

sometimes - an increasing level of 

training and collaboration might see 

improvements in the years ahead.
It is true that the role of the journalist is 

changing, and I believe future 

developments in the field will give 

journalists more power and responsibility, 

not less.
Once, we suffered from not knowing 

nearly enough. Now, we may be entering 

an era in which we know too much. Even if 

we could guarantee responsible use of AI 

and similar technologies - which we can't 

- we would still bear the heavy burden of 

knowledge in a world that has become 

more predictable but no less dangerous.
But what is also true is that there are 

more of us now than there have ever 

been, citizen and career journalists alike, 

with significant resources at our disposal, 

to decide not only what the news is, but 

what it should mean and what responsible 

actions it should spur.
A number of media houses in Nigeria are 

currently battling a range of problems 

from low, irregular pay to poor training, 

infrastructure and low trust rating as a 

result of poor ethics. My anecdotal 

experience does not suggest that 

displacement by bots is a serious concern 

in the face of these current existential 

crises.
The media is still a long way from where 

AI may be regarded as a clear and present 

danger to jobs. Yet, globalisation, which 

has narrowed boundaries, made travels 

cheaper and increased connections, has 

also exposed consumers of media content 

in Nigeria and across the continent to 

higher standards.
W i t h  g r e a t e r  p ene t ra t i o n  o f  

smartphones and other home devices 

(embedded with such bots as Siri, Bixby, 

Alexa) at lower costs and the expansion of 

Internet services, my guess is that the 

demand for more AI services amongst 

Nigeria's media consumers would also 

increase.
And hopefully journalists who are in this 

business for the long run would have little 

or no option but to raise their game. The 

question is not whether the dots are 

connecting, but how quickly, responsibly 

and efficiently journalists can connect 

them in the service of the craft of 

storytelling.
The future belongs to man and 

machines.
This is an abridged version of a 

paper on “Cybernetics, robotics and 

journalism: Connecting the dots”, by 

Ishiekwene presented at a seminar 

at  the Department  of  Mass  

Communication, Bingham University, 

Abuja on July 14.
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The profession went through similar bouts of self-doubt and anxiety, after the introduction of the movable type and printing press. This same thing 
happened following the introduction of the telephone, radio and television. In hindsight, it would seem that journalism's death was slightly exaggerated. 
AZU ISHIEKWENE, writes.

Will machines replace journalists, too? 

Isiguzo



he Government has said that it meant well 
when it decided to change the currency. TOne of the reasons given was for checking 

the insecurity that has become very 
overwhelming, the second is to give the central 
bank a hold on the surplus cash in circulation, the 
third is to help curb inflation and boost economic 
activities in the countries, the fourth is to stop the 
use of naira in the political sphere as it concerns 
the forthcoming election. These are all good 
intentions. The problem with good intentions is 
that when they are not carefully thought out and 
implemented, the counter effect could be 
created.

Nigerians are traumatized. Our trauma is very 
connected to Government policies and intentions 
often thought out for the good of Nigerians. 
However, the implementation processes of same 
need to have the prerequisite for effective 
delivery. The Nigerian trauma. This trauma has 
been ongoing for a while and there seems to be 
no respite in sight. Thistrauma started with the 
insecurity and economic downturn that has 
become the norm in Nigeria. The Government 
has put in a lot of effort to curb these, especially 
in terms of   budgetary provisions.

Protests such as the End-Sars protests 
traumatized the nations. Spates of violence, 
purported and random killings associated with 
the End-SARS agitations and similar protests 
have all contributed in traumatizing Nigerians, 
particularly the restive youths. Incessant strikes 
by the universities have kept young people 
traumatized and underqualified for the 
profession for which they spend long years 
studying. When they graduate, the companies 
advertise jobs for which their age would not allow 
them apply for. Nigerians are traumatized.

Next to insecurity and violent extremism is the 
covid -19 lockdown which required mandatory 
vaccination for the freedom of movement and 
access. Something that Nigerians had never 
experienced. It was so intrusive to the point of 
taking away our personal choices. If a Nigerian 
needed to go into his or her office or a public 
space, he or she would have to produce a 
mandatory vaccine passport. During the 
lockdown, getting food to eat for some was a 
herculean task as many spent their savings to 
keep their children alive and  stay alive, while 
nothing came in by way of income.

Covid-19 killed many businesses and took away 
the livelihood of many people, especially the 
small and medium scale enterprises owners. 
Many Nigerians lost their jobs and could not fend 
for their families. Many homes were broken. 
Many lives were lost. Many had to start from 
scratch. Many committed suicides and this was 
blamed on and is still being blamed on mental 
health imbalance. Question is what is driving 
Nigerians crazy? I say it is Post Traumatic stress 
syndrome.

The incessant fuel scarcity in a country where 
crude oil is produced, adds to the continuous 
trauma of the Nigerian who is compelled to spend 
the night in fuel queues. The Bolt and Uber 
services that offers alternative employment to a 
lot of young men and women in this country is 
affected by the fuel scarcity which is still ongoing.

 2023, Nigerians woke up to the Government 
announcing its intention to change the naira and 
give it a new face with the change of its 
denominations. The time frame for this change 
was not sufficient for Nigerians to embrace it and 
accommodate the challenges that may result 
from this change. Many Nigerians are left 
stranded, unable to access their money due to 
the limit placed on withdrawals, many banks and 
many POS points did not have cash to give. Worst 
of all, the POS points that have cash as we speak 
today, sells the cash like a commodity. If you 
want to withdraw ten thousand naira, you are 
going to have to part with N2,000 or N3000.For 
the low income earner who earns N15,000 to 
N30,000, this is a chunk of  his or her salary. With 
the introduction of the naira change and its 
accompanying consequences, the hardship has 
skyrocketed. Nigerians are traumatized. 
Nigerians are traumatized. The trauma is 
sustained and the keg of gun power that we are 
sitting on is big if some relief is not given.

 Trauma comes as a result of emotional and 
physical injury to the mind and body due to 
physical and emotional hurt. According to camh: 
“Trauma is a term used to describe the 
challenging emotional consequences that living 
through a distressing event can have for an 
individual. Traumatic events can be difficult to 
define because the same event may be more 
traumatic for some people than for others. 
However, traumatic events experienced early in 
life, such as abuse, neglect and disrupted 
attachment, can often be devastating. Equally 
challenging can be later life experiences that are 
out of one's control, such as a serious accident, 
being the victim of violence, living through a 
natural disaster or war, or sudden unexpected 
loss. When thoughts and memories of the 
traumatic event don't go away or get worse, they 
may lead to posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
which can seriously disrupt a person's ability to 
regulate their emotions and maintain healthy 
relationships.

from not to mention school fee for the children is 
trauma. Losing relations and friends to violence is 
trauma. Looking upon human suffering without 
knowing what to do is trauma. And all these have 
led to post traumatic stress disorder in many 
Nigerians. It has led to many cases of mental 
health disorders.

 Some people express trauma through violence. 
The anger and rage that could be a result of 
sustained trauma could lead to violence. It is no 
surprise that banks are getting burnet. One of the 
symptoms of PTSD is hopelessness. In our 
society today, the first pain is hopelessness, the 
second is sickness and the third is hunger. Many 
people have taken their own lives due to this 
helplessness and hopelessness. The question is 
when will our society be a better place for 
Nigerians? Many have sold their property and left 
because they have given up on this country. Many 
have vowed never to come back.

Like I said, a man with PTSD is    a ticking time 
bomb. We cannot continue to ignore the 
consequences of our intentions on Nigerians 
because if we do, Nigerians will continue to 
implode or explode. Both should be a cause for 
concern to everyone. If you are a rich and 
comfortable man living in a society where people 
can barely afford one square meal a day, you 
should be very afraid. Especially when you 
represent oppression and corruption. It should 
be your concern that as someone in a position to 
make a life-changing decision, you are concerned 
with the consequences of your decision and the 
processes or strategy that would bring it to bear.

Do we ever sit down to ask ourselves why the 
country with the greatest potential in Africa is the 
one struggling to keep its head above water? Why 
do we create so much suffering in the process of 
providing solutions? I think that it is in the way we 
do things. The question I ask myself is who 
advises government? How much do government 
advisers know? How much of the people's sanity 
do they factor into policies that they proffer to the 
government of today. Let us look at the naira 
swap. How well did we prepare for this? Did we 
factor in the common man who is the biggest user 
of cash?

Let me tell you a little story. My cousin is going 
to be working during the 2023 elections. She has 
gone for training in the local government area 
where we come from. I called her to find out the 
situation of things in the village as far as cash is 
concerned and she tells me that it is very 
pathetic. There is simply no cash in circulation for 
villagers who do not know a thing about smart 
phones and bank Apps and how to use them. My 
question is, did the policy makers take this 
demography into considerat ion when 

formulating this policy?
Every process that will bring about change 

needs to be managed. That is why there are 
courses in academia cal led “change 
management” and “strategic planning” and 
every leader or policy maker should have an 
understanding of these two before proposing any 
policy to the government.

Change is not an easy thing to accept especially 
when people are set in their ways. Nigerians are 
set in their ways. The change process requires 
strategy and tact so that it does not increase the 
trauma that is inundating us in this country. 
Changing the naira is life changing and should be 
managed with tact so as not to create more 
trauma for Nigerians. As such, there is a need to 
consider many change management strategies in 
implementing this policy that has halted many 
businesses. I propose the following in my micro 
wisdom:

Communication strategy: Any change that is 
not communicated long before it is implemented 
may not succeed. If it does, it will do so at a great 
social cost. A communication strategy for the 
change of the naira note should include the 
participation of the National Orientation 
Agencies, churches, mosques, traditional prayer 
houses, royal courts and local government 
participation. Communicating information to 
Nigerians will allow us carry out personal 
preparation which will also involve psychological 
and financial preparations. This is important to 
the process because a prepared Nigerian is a 
cooperative Nigerian. A few adverts on 
Television, radio and newspapers is not enough 
and announcement by the government does not 
prepare. All the tools for robust communication 
should be brought on deck and the NOA should 
coordinate the television stations, the radio, the 
newspaper and the social media.

The National Orientation Agency does not only 
have the duty of educating the public about the 
change in the three major languages but also it 
has the responsibility of developing the strategy 
in the three major languages. This is simple but if 
we ignore it, we create negative consequences 
and trauma.

Implementation strategy: As experts, do we 
draw up implementation strategies for our 
proposals before submitting same to our 
principals? do we simulate and explore worst 
case scenarios in our implementation strategy 
before submitting our proposals to be made into 
policies by our principals? Do we propose a period 
of preparation with our submission? It is 
important to come up with good policies but the 
effectiveness of any lies in its proper 
implementation. When implementing this 

strategy, we have to think of how to carry people 
along. For example, the lay man on the street 
with no smart phone will cry the loudest because 
he has no alternatives. What alternatives have 
we created? I expect the government to 
subsidize the cost of smartphones and encourage 
the less informed to buy them in order to be able 
to send and receive money virtually. Community 
leaders and the more opportune can also 
purchase and distribute these phones to their 
communities.

Secondly, the less privileged and uneducated 
should be shown how to use this smart phone for 
cashless transactions. This would be done long 
before the old naira is withdrawn from circulation 
for change. The churches and the mosques 
should also be involved in this education process

Time frame: Every change happens in time. 
Experts can usher in change by setting timelines 
and calendars. A calendar for the change process 
should be established, starting with a time frame 
for executing the communication strategy. The 
implementation should also be in phases. We 
could set a time frame for each denomination. For 
example, we could start the withdrawal of old 
naira notes with the biggest denomination which 
is the N1000. This could be done during the first 
quarter, the N500 in the second quarter of the 
year, N200 in the third quarter and the smaller 

th
denominations in the 5  quarter. As to the use of 
money in swaying the direction of votes, an 
electoral law which would disqualify the any 
perpetrator from running for any of the parties, 
should be put in place with fines to the tune of 1 
trillion for hyperbolic effects.

Crisis Management strategy: A big question 
that comes to mind is this: Does a cashless 
society stop politicians from bribing the 
electorate or buying their votes? It can only take 
a little creativity. If a politician cannot have 
access to naira, can he or she make use of other 
currencies. I was having a conversation with my 
banker friend and she tells me that the exchange 
rate of naira to dollar has gone up because 
Nigerians are buying up dollars which she 
suspect might still be used during the elections. 
Add to this the demand for foreign currency by 
those who are selling their properties and living 
the country. Surely, they will need to buy dollars 
or pounds. 

The scarcity of these foreign currencies can 
only drive up the exchange rate in favour of the 
foreign currency. This is a crisis created by this 
naira swap. This is an economic crisis. What then 
is the strategy in place to curb this?

Clearly, the change of the naira to its new look is 
going to cost our economy if we do not have a 
strategy for managing this negative outcome. 
Economic activities are grinding to a halt, 
particularly the small businesses because the 
cashless society is not one that has been made 
desirable to them. A lot of them do not accept 
cashless payments via banking apps because of 
what they call fake alert. Considering what covid-
lockdowns did to our economy, we need every 
business to be alive both big and small, in other 
to rebuild our economy.

The interest rate for loans in commercial banks 
is 13 percent. Can it be reduced to 8 percent to 
encourage SMEs to borrow in order to boost 
economic activities as a way of encouraging 
production and export, without which we cannot 
earn foreign exchange? May we not experience 
the death of more business due to this policy 
because with the death of any business comes 
the disappearance of jobs. We already have high 
levels of unemployment. An idle mind is the 
devil's workshop. A lot of youths have already 
turned to a life of crime because of 
unemployment. Adding to this population is 
adding to our insecurity. Are we ready for the 
boomerang effect of the cashless policy?

Nigerians are traumatized. Since change is 
the only constant and since it is inevitable, 
change needs to be managed strategically so 
as to stop the tide of Post-traumatic Stress 
Syndrome (PTSD) that is assailing our society 
with its hydra headed consequences.

 Trauma does not come without its 
consequences. Loosing one's source of 
livelihood, for example, can have far reaching 
consequences that may affect the health of the 
Nigerian and compel the Nigerian to turn to a life 
of crime, against his wishes and better 
judgment. When a man has children to feed and 
cannot find a job, it not only traumatizes him, it 
pushes him to less savoury options. 

From the forgoing, Nigerians are traumatized 
because, we have been subjected to many 
instances of situations that are out of our control. 
Situations that victimize us and sometimes 
dehumanize us. Not feeling safe is a trauma. 
Having to stay locked up during the covid-19 
pandemic like convicted felons, without any 
control of the situation and not knowing the next 
thing that would happen, is trauma. The fear of 
getting kidnapped is trauma. Losing one's job 
and not knowing when the next meal will come 
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Continued on page 26

his week at MI, we're celebrating Back History 
Month in the only way we know how–with some Tawesome music. Music is a rich part of black 

history in this country and the priceless records speak 
for themselves. From jazz to soul, from Bob Marley to 
James Brown, these artists have touched the hearts of 
many. So let's celebrate this Black History Month by 
remembering five of the most epic black musicians of 
all time. Will your favorite be on the list?

Continued on page 26

Tell us about your background. How did 
you get started in the entertainment 
industry?

Really hard to say when I got started in 
entertainment because I feel like I was born into it 
and I've been on the road and in-studio with my 
mom ever since I can remember. However, I 
would say – perhaps when I started doing 
commercial & TV modelling was when I started to 
actually 'work' in the industry for myself… and 
earn money.

Also, tell us about the Jump from Miss Teen 
Jamaica to modeling to singing.

Wouldn't call it a jump, just a transition. I 
consider myself a 'multi-potentialite' (Google it.  
Lol.) and I've found that it's most fulfilling for me 
to spend my life exercising all of my gifts and 
talents – ensuring that I give each one an 
opportunity to shine, also deep down knowing 
that there are a few primary gifts that will be used 
the most… my journey has brought me to being a 

Muddy Waters, originally McKinley Morganfield, was a major 
player in the post-war blues scene and has become famed as the 
godfather of the modern Chicago blues. After growing up on 
Mississippi's Stovall Plantation, he moved to Chicago and recorded 
his first record for Columbia and Aristocrat records in 1946.

Muddy Waters and his band were to become a rudimentary 
influence on British music after visiting England in 1958.

Fun Fact: Did you know that the Rolling Stones named 
themselves after Muddy Waters' 1950 song, Rolling Stone?

full-time artist and singer and I couldn't be 
happier.

So funny, every time I wear my hair out in an 
Afro – people ask me if I'm a model… then when I 
crack jokes, others ask me if I'm an actress and 
then, of course, there are those who know that 
I'm a singer because of the rasp in my voice… the 
way I see it I'm a voice… and I like it that way.

How would you describe your sound?
Sweet and fresh.
Tell us about your song “Paradise Plum”? 

Did you write the song? What was your 
inspiration to write the song?

Paradise Plum describes an organic connection 
between two people. I call it when you've got that 
'click' with someone – without trying too hard 
(hence the line 'You never put up a fight no').

It was inspired by a yute I met overseas a few 
years ago, we never ended up properly dating or 
anything, but I felt so inspired by our connection. 
It was very easy for us to be around each other, 
we never had to do much small talk – we could 
just chill… and it was so refreshing. I thought 
about him for a few months. Lol… Very rare to 
come across those kinds of connections.

I then co-wrote the song with Sarah Couch, a 
member of the DejaVilla band, produced by 
Teflon Zincfence.

What is the best compliment you have 
gotten about the “Paradise Plum” song?

That it's stuck in people's heads and they can't 
stop singing it.

You have a few singles out there. When can 
we expect your album to be released?

Look out for an EP in March 2020! My new single 
comes out November 2019.

Do you remember the first time you ever 
got on a stage to perform? Where was it and 
what did it feel like?

Hmm… my earliest memory wasn't the most 
positive one to be honest. I remember being 
about 5 or 6 singing at a school concert. I was 

aomi Cowan is an international singer and songwriter who has performed in 
Jamaica, Trinidad, New York, Toronto, and Miami. She was raised by reggae Nmusic producer, songwriter, and former road manager for Bob Marley, 

Tommy Cowan and reggae artist Dr. Carlene Davis-Cowan, OD. In 2019, her hit 
“Paradise Plum” brought her to the top of reggae charts and Naomi was awarded 
Breakthrough Reggae Artist of 2018. Her other achievements include the 2019 
Brand Ambassador for the Bob Marley Foundation, opening for Grammy-award 
winning R&B artist Estelle, gracing the cover of Buzzz Magazine's April issue, 
performing on the 2018 Reggae Sumfest, and collaborating with UK-based Fashion 
brand Coconautical on a Topshop promotion. As a former Miss Teen Jamaica, Naomi 
works to empower high school girls in Toronto and Jamaica as a speaker on the We 
Inspire Girls to be Strong Women tour, an island-wide initiative endorsed by the 
Ministry of Education.

Most influential black 
musicians of all time

Muddy Waters: The Godfather of Modern Blues

Nat King Cole: The King of Jazz Piano

Nat King Cole is a true great in the world of jazz piano. Cole's 
influential career is a testament to his talents as a pianist and 
performer par excellence. By the age of 12, Cole was playing the 

Black musicians who 
changed the world
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Living

ENTLE and damage-
free scalp and hair care Gis important for your 

child's natural hair health. Here 
is our list of  Natural Hair Do's & 
Don'ts For Children, starting 
with the Do's.

Moisturize your child's 
natural hair daily
Your child's hair just like the 

rest of their body, needs water. 
When the body doesn't get 
e n o u g h  wa t e r  i t  g e t s  
dehydrated and this affects it's 
ability to function properly. 
Similarly, the hair gets thirsty if 
it doesn't get water, and this 
leads to hair breakage. Unlike 
the scalp, hair doesn't get 
water internally through 
drinking it, it has to be sprayed 
onto the hair. It's important to 
mo i s t u r i z e  i t  d a i l y.  A  
moisturizer must have water as 
the main ingredient.

Sleep with satin bonnet/ 
pillowcase
Cotton dehydrates your 

child's natural hair leaving it 
dry and brittle and prone to 
breakage. While satin helps 
maintain your hair's moisture 
because it prevents friction and 
frizz. During colder months 
choose sat in- l ined ha i r  
accessories (hats, beanies, 

be handled differently from 
adults, with less handling and 
manipulation to protect their 
tender scalps and hair.  
Alternating between plaits (that 
take longer,  with more 
cornrows) and quick, light 
styles is recommended to give 

damaging natural hair habits as 
it is to do the correct ones. 
Here's our list of 5 Don'ts of 
Child Natural Hair Care. 

Don't undo and plait on the 
same day 
Your child's scalp needs gentle 

heal th.  Th in p la i ts  put  
excessive tension on your 
child's tender scalp and may 
result in damaged hair follicles, 
thinning hair, and poor hair 
g r o w t h .  C h o o s e  c h i l d  
appropriate hairstyles and 
avoid thin plaits. 

strip the hair of its natural oils 
making it dry and brittle. While 
parabens are preservatives 
known to disrupt hormone 
function. Applying mineral oil to 
your child's hair may reduce the 
amount of water their hair 
absorbs, resulting in dryness 

Natural hair do's and don'ts for children

etc).
 Wash your child's hair 

every 2 weeks
You should wash their natural 

hair once every two weeks to 
remove impurities, dirt and hair 
lint. During active seasons (like 
swimming season at school), 
you might want to wash their 
hair once a week or more often. 
Include a detox treatment at 
the salon once in two months to 
remove product buildup from 
your child's hair. 

Alternate between plaits 
and light styles
Children's natural hair must 

the scalp some breathing time. 
Detangle 
Keeping your child's hairstyle 

for long periods of time will 
result in their natural hair 
getting more tangled - as 
natural hair grows it knots and 
tangles more. This makes 
detangling harder and more 
painful. You must detangle 
their hair every two weeks. Hair 
le f t  unwashed and not  
detangled for long periods of 
time gets more hair lint, which 
takes long and is stubbornly 
difficult to remove.
It's as important to stop doing 

care, this means giving it some 
room to breath in between 
handling it. Removing plaits 
and immediately plaiting again 
puts strain on the hair follicles 
making the scalp very tender 
w h i c h  m a y  r e s u l t  i n  
inflammation and traction 
folliculitis (bumps on the scalp 
from pulling the hair). To 
protect your child's scalp, undo 
plaits a day before plaiting. 

Don't do thin plaits
As a busy mum, you may 

want to do hairstyles that will 
last long, but it should not be at 
the cost of your child's scalp 

Don't comb your child's 
hair
Combing is a mechanical 

action that causes friction and 
puts your child's fragile hair 
under tension to break and fall 
off ... it's also painful. Use only 
your fingers to comb their hair 
when it is moisturized. Read 
more on why you should not 
comb your child's hair 4. Don't 
use products with harsh 
ingredients Products used on 
your child's hair should be 
sulphate-free, paraben-free, 
and mineral oil-free. Sulphates, 
used in soaps and shampoos, 

and breakage. 5. Don't add 
extensions and use wool There 
is an alarming increase of 
traction alopecia (hair loss from 
long term hair pulling) in 
children from the use of 
extensions. Extensions put 
weight and strain on your 
child's tender scalp. Plaiting 
should be done free hand 
(using their own hair). Wool can 
absorb up to 30% of its weight 
in water and still feel dry to the 
touch. As wool absorbs water 
molecules it pulls moisture 
away from the hair, leaving it 
dry and prone to breakage.













singing 'Lord I Lift Your Name on High' – and I 
couldn't hit the high notes in the part that says 
'you came from heaven to earth to show the 
way'… and my brother was laughing at me. I felt 
really bad! Lol. However, I've seen videos of my 
mom performing with me in her belly, so it's all 
good – I touch di stage from long time.

What projects are you working on right 
now?

Narrowing down the songs to be added to my EP 
– I'm constantly recording… Always looking for 
more music, new sounds, new vibes. I'm also 
going to be travelling the Caribbean for all of 
September as an on-air host for a major 
broadcaster here in the UK. Looking forward to 
that.

If you were stuck on a deserted island and 
given the choice of 5 songs to put on your 
music player which artists would it be?

That is really not a fair question! so I'm going to 
give you 6…

'No One' by Alicia Keys 'I Only Have Eyes for You' 
by The Flamingos 'Flawless' by Beyoncé 'After 
Tonight' by Justin Nozuka 'Pimpers Paradise' by 
Bob Marley 'First Word in Memory' by Carlene 

Davis.
My favorite guilty pleasure is?
I don't feel guilt! Hahaha. I honestly don't know 

if I have a guilty pleasure. Anytime I do 
something that I genuinely enjoy – I just do it and 
feel NO WAYS about it. Hahaha… life's too short to 
worry about feeling guilt or regret.

Growing up my hero was…
Alicia Keys
The book, movie or song that changed your 

life?
I haven't read, watched or listened to it yet.
I feel happiest for the day when I…
Spend the morning stretching, praying and 

drink a really great cup of coffee; not cheap 
instant weak kinda ting… proper coffee. I LOVE 
COFFEE. Let me repeat. I LOVE GOOD COFFEE.

A song I can hear a billion times and never 
get sick of…

Once again, not a fair question! I love music too 
much. There are so many songs like that in my 
head.

A movie I can watch a thousand times and 
never get sick of…

Ace Ventura Pet Detective: When Nature Calls
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organ in his father's church. He would later form the King Cole Trio 
whose iconic singles are known the world over.

Such was Cole's popularity, that he was offered his own network 
variety program on NBC in 1956. The Nat King Cole Show was the 
first network variety program to be hosted by an African American. 
Though this was a huge success, Cole's show would end after one 
season–the result of bigotry from sponsors reluctant to be 
associated with a black entertainer.

Black musicians who 
changed the world

Most influential black 
musicians of all time

Bob Marley: The Reggae Icon

Bob Marley is arguably the undisputed king of reggae. Born 
Robert Nesta Marley, the Jamaican musician brought reggae into 
global popularity. Marley expertly blended reggae elements with 
ska and rocksteady to create his distinctive sound. Bob Marley's 
popularity soared and he has the hits to prove it.

Think No Woman No Cry, Buffalo Soldier, I Shot the Sheriff…the 
list goes on and on. Though Marley died at the young age of 36 
after a cancer diagnosis, his influence has been truly out of this 
world. Marley is not only a music hero but lives on as an important 
symbol of spirituality and Rastafarian culture through music.

Aretha Franklin: The Queen of Soul

Aretha Franklin started off as a church singer during the Civil 
Rights era in Detroit and became known as the Queen of Soul. Her 
songs are undisputed hits all over the world.

Who could ever forget the powerful lyricism of Respect, Natural 
Woman, or I Say A Little Prayer?

But Aretha's impact reaches far beyond records and she has used 
her voice as a powerful tool for activism. She performed two 
presidential inaugurations and released critically acclaimed 
albums supporting young, black artists. This woman is certainly 
deserving of her title as the Queen of Soul.
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HE Nigeria Union of 
Journalists (NUJ) TSokoto State Council 

has charged its members to 
exhibit high sense of 
professionalism and good 
moral conduct in reporting 
the upcoming Saturday 18th 
Gubernatorial and State 
H o u s e  o f  A s s e m b l y  
elections.

A statement signed jointly 
by the Council Chairman, 
Dalhatu Abdullahi Safiyar 
Magori and the Secretary, 
Muhd Nasir Bello added that 
the council is not unaware of 
the frequent activities of 
fake journalists parading 
themselves to politicians 
during elections and warned 
that anyone caught in the 
act would be dealt with 
accordingly.

It also cautioned social 
media users and influencers 
to restrain from spreading 
fake news before, during 
and after the elections.

NUJ called on the public to 
rely on conventional media 
for accurate information, as 
they report only authentic 
and verified news for public 
good.

call on their supporters to be 
law-abiding and promote 
peaceful coexistence at all 
times.

The union reiterated the 
need for politicians to play 
the game by the rules and 

Isiguzo

Alkali

Mahmood

EQUEL to the forthcoming SGubernatorial and State 
Houses of Assembly elections 
scheduled to hold on the of 
Ma r ch  18 ,  2023 ,  t h e  
Inspector-General of Police, 
IGP Usman Alkali Baba, CFR, 
has ordered the restriction of 
a l l  forms of vehicular 
m o v e m e n t  o n  r o a d s ,  
waterways and other forms of 
transportation, from 12am to 
6pm in all states where 
elections would be conducted. 

  This according to the 
statement signed by the Force 
Public Relations Officer, Force 
Headquarters, Abuja, CSP 
Olumuyiwa Ade Jobi, mbipr, 
mipra, and available to 
SUNDAY STANDARD in Jos, 
the Plateau State capital said, 
the restrictions would be with 
the exception of those on 
essential services such as 
INEC officials, electoral 

NUJ Sokoto charge members
 on election

From 
ANENE AIKE, Sokoto

Elections: IGP restricts movements, bans VIP aides
BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA observers, accredited media 

and observers, ambulances 
respond ing to  medica l  
emergencies, firefighters, etc. 
But the Federal Capital 
Territory would have no 
election to be conducted 
therein.

  The IGP reiterated that the 
ban on all security aides to 
VIPs and escorts from 
accompanying their principals 
and politicians to polling 
booths and collation centres 
during the election, state-
establ ished and owned 
security outfits/organizations, 
quasi-security units and 
privately-owned guard and 
security outfits are also barred 
from participating in election 
security management.

Baba, therefore, urged all 
citizens to be law abiding 
during and after the elections 
even as he assured that all 
n e c e s s a r y  s e c u r i t y  

arrangements have been 
emplaced to ensure they 
exercise their franchise 
unhindered. He said, "I also 
urge the general public to 
contact the Nigeria Police 
Force Headquarters via 
0 8 0 3 3 4 4 0 1 8 9  ( D I G  
Operations), 08033027731 
( A I G  F E D O P S ) ,  a n d  
08034040439 (CP Elections), 
the 'NPF Rescue Me App' on 
Android and ios and via the 

NPF Rescue Me Emergency 
Toll-free line on 08031230631 
to request emergency security 
response.

  "Similarly, other election 
situation room numbers which 
have been shared on Nigeria 
Police social media platforms 
will be repeatedly released by 
concerned s ta te  Po l i ce  
Commands for necessary 
emergency contact", he 
enthused.

Idelivery of sensitive and 
non sensit ive electoral 
materials to designated 
registration areas ahead of 
tomorrow's governorship and 
state House of Assembly 
election in the state, Benue 
State Secretary of National 
Union of Road Transport 
Workers (NURTW), comrade 
Stephen Akintola said the 
union is fully set to ensure a 
seamless transportation 
process. 

Comrade Akintola gave this 
indication during an interview 
with SUNDAY STANDARD in 
r e a c t i o n  t o  l a t e  
commencement of voting in 
most polling units cross the 
state by INEC adhoc staff who 
blamed it on logistical lapses 
experienced during the 
Fe b r u a r y  2 5 t h ,  2 0 2 3  
Presidential and National 
Assembly elections, stated 
that the transport union has 
maintained the synergy 
b e t w e e n  i t  a n d  t h e  
commission. 

According to the state 
NURTW chief scribe, the late 
commencement of polling in 
most polling units cross the 
state was largely due to 
inability of some of the INEC 
ad-hoc staff to round up 
sorting of electoral materials 
from the local government 
INEC offices where materials 
are usually collected. 

N a bid to ensure timely BTU promises timely delivery
 of electoral materials

From 
TERESE TUHWA, Makurdi

On allegations that the 
Presidential and National 
Assembly elections were 
marred by rigging and other 
f o r m s  o f  e l e c t o r a l  
irregularit ies, comrade 
Akintola urged politicians to 
learn to accept defeat, 
stressing that in any 
electoral contest, there will 
always be winners and 
losers.

He explained that the 
ou t come  o f  t he  l a s t  
Presidential and National 
Assembly elections was a 
clear case of a paradigm shift 
from the days of primitive 
rigging with ballot box and 
papers stuffing.

On his expectations from 
the incoming administration, 
the road transport union 
state scribe said Chief Bola 
Tinubu should prioritise 
p r o v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  
infrastructure such as good 

access roads, hospitals, 
schools and a host of others. 

He said the incoming 
administration should make 
c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t s  a t  
revamping the health sector 
w i t h  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  
personnel. 

W h i l e  c h a r g i n g  t h e  
electorate not to allow 
themselves to be used as 
agents of electoral violence, 
pointing out that the key 
political actors should first 
bear in mind before the die is 
cast that there will be 
winners and losers and 
imb i be  t he  s p i r i t  o f  
sportsmanship at the end of 
the day.

He advised those who will 
be aggrieved at the end of 
the exercise to approach the 
right channel to express their 
grievance rather than ways 
that are capable of igniting 
unrest in the already frayed 
nerves.  

 n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  Ao r g a n i z a t i o n N o n -

Governmental Organization, 

Centre for Women, Youth and 

Community Action (NACWYCA) 

in partnership with Teens 

Educational Development and 

Information Initiative (TEDiiN), 

has held a two -day training 

session with Magistrates and 

High Court Judges in Kogi State, 

North Central Nigeria, on the 

practice direction for child rights 

arbitration at the family court 

designated for trial of Child 

Rights Offenders in the state.

  According to the President and 

Chief Executive Officer of 

TEDiiN, the implementing 

pa r t ne r  o f  t he  USA ID-

sponsoredSponsored SCALE 

project, Elder Titus Alonge, the 

workshop aimed at reviewing 

the Child Rights Law  rules and 

order of procedures in the CRL  

practice direction Practice 

D i r e c t i o n  t o  e n s u r e   

effectiveness of the law, 

operational in the state to avoid 

procedural violation in the 

course of its implementation.

  Alonge, said the legal 

document had been adjusted 

during the review meeting on 

the Child Rights Law  (CRL) 

Practice Direction to ensure 

effectiveness in the legal 

application of the law at the 

family courts both at Magistrate 

Judges trained on administration of Child Rights Law
From

 AMEDU JOSEPH,  Lokoja

 a n d  H i g h  C o u r t  l e v e l .

  Hon. Justice Angelina Salihu, of 

Kogi State High Court, who stood 

in for Chief Judge of Kogi State, 

Justice Josiah Majebi, said the 

criminal cases in child rights 

litigation in Kogi State, were 

m a j o r i t y  r a p e  c a s e s .

  According to the state Chief 

Judge, lack of remand homes for 

children in conflict with the law, is 

a setback to the implementation 

of the Child Rights Law in the 

state and criminal justice 

administration with regards to 

c h i l d  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n .  

  Justice Majebi, who made a 

surprise appearance at the 

meeting in spite of his earlier 

representation at the event said, 

" I still have to be here in person 

even though my representative 

had already spoken on my 

behalf. I feel obliged to be part of 

the meeting, which is why i had 

to cut short my engagement to 

brief ly interact with you 

participants in view of the 

propelling urge to safeguard the 

rights of our children, and that 

makes this event compelling to 

me and Kogi State Judiciary 

u n d e r  m y  l e a d e r s h i p .

  "I will give all necessary support 

and assistance to this cause as 

appropriate. I'm happy and 

proud to be part of this 

auspicious event that would 

promote the course of justice for 

the juveniles  as i urge everyone 

of us to susta in the tempo."

  Kogi State Attorney -General 

and Commissioner of Justice 

represented by Mr. Oyetunji 

Oyekaye, of the state Ministry of 

Justice, said the Child Rights Act 

is an encompassing legal 

document concerned with 

chi ld 's  vulnerabi l i ty  and 

protection, accommodated 

under the administration of 

c r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  L a w .

  The state Attorney General said 

despite all progress attained in 

human rights protection in 

Nigeria, the country still lags 

behind in the implementation of 

international conventions on 

human rights, and stressed the 

need for greater commitment to 

international conventions on 

h u m a n  r i g h t s .

  Kogi State has 9 Family Courts 

in 7 zones in the state while the 

stakeholders agitate for creation 

of additional Family Courts to 

complement the existing special 

courts for the juveniles; even as 

the contentious issue of 

appropriate ministry where the 

the state Child Rights Act ought 

to be domiciled remains 

unresolved as the Justice 

Ministry seemingly evaded the 

m a t t e r  a t  t h e  e v e n t .

  According to the officials  of 

the state Ministry of Women 

Affairs at the workshop, the 

state Child Rights Lawchild 

rights law is presently domiciled 

with the state Ministry of Justice 

instead of the Ministry of 

Women Affairs as done in other 

s t a t e s .

  According to the rules and 

o r d e r  o f  p r o c e d u r e s  

encapsulated in the legal 

document, " In every criminal 

proceeding in which a child is 

involved, the court shall ensure 

that words like "Conviction" and 

"Sentence" or other words 

offensive to the child are not 

used in the proceedings."

  High point of the workshop was 

the review of the procedure for 

child adoption and fostering, 

where applicant's for child 

adoption in the state, now must 

apply to the Family Court  

rather than the Ministry of 

Women Affairs which previously 

received the application for 

ch i l d  adop t i on .  I t  was  

emphasized that, where as a 

child of Kogi State origin cannot 

be taken out of Kogi State for 

purposes of adoption without 

the consent of the Family Court 

family court, and an adopter of 

a child must reside in the state.





will be term-limited in 2023 and 
will not be returning to the 
g o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e  a f t e r  
yesterday's polls.

Kaduna State
Incumbent APC Governor Nasir 

Ahmad el-Rufai was re-elected to a 
second term in 2019 with 55.32% 
of the vote. He will be term-limited 
in 2023 and cannot seek re-
election for a third term. The APC 
candidate Senator Uba Sani who is 
slugging it out with Isa Ashiru. 

Kano State
Incumbent APC Governor 

Abdullahi Umar Ganduje was re-
elected to a second term in 2019 
with 50.23% of the vote. He will be 
term-limited in 2023 and cannot 
seek re-election for a third term. 
He is being replaced on the ballot 
by Nasir Yusuf Gawuna the present 
Deputy Governor.

The PDP, candidate is Abba Kabir 
Yusuf (2019 PDP gubernatorial 
n o m i n e e  a n d  f o r m e r  
Commissioner of Works, Housing, 
and Transport).

Katsina State
Incumbent APC Governor Aminu 

Bello Masari was re-elected to a 
second term in 2019 with 70.04% 
of the vote. He will be term-limited 
in 2023 and cannot seek re-
election for a third term. Thereby 
opening the race between the APC 
and the PDP including the NNPP.

Kebbi State
Incumbent APC Governor 

Abubakar Atiku Bagudu was re-
elected to a second term in 2019 
with 84.92% of the vote. He will be 
term-limited in 2023 and cannot 
seek re-election for a third term. It 
was a string to battle between the 
APC and the PDP in the Saturday's 
polls.

Kogi State
Incumbent APC Governor Yahaya 

Bello was elected to a second term 
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Uzodinma, to elect the Governor of 
Imo State. Incumbent APC 
Governor Hope Uzodinma is 
eligible to run for re-election, but 
has not yet stated whether he will 
do so. The primaries are scheduled 
for between 27 March and 17 April 
2023.

The Governor of Imo State is 
elected using a modified two-
round system. To be elected in the 
first round, a candidate must 
receive the plurality of the vote 
and over 25% of the vote in at least 
two- th i rds  o f  s ta te  l oca l  
government areas. If no candidate 
passes this threshold, a second 
round will be held between the top 
candidate and the next candidate 
to have received a plurality of 
votes in the highest number of 
local government areas.

The primaries, along with any 
potential challenges to primary 
results, will take place between 27 
March and 17 April 2023. 

Potential candidates apart from 
the incumbent governor are the 
likes of Ifeanyi Ararume: former 
Senator for Imo North, Jude 
Ejiogu: former Secretary to Imo 
S t a t e  Gove r nmen t  Dav i d  
Mbamara: entrepreneur, : former 
Minister of State for Education 
(2019–2022) and former House of 
Representatives member for 
E h i m e  M b a n o / I h i t t e  
Uboma/Obowo, Uche Nwosu: 
2019 APC gubernatorial candidate 
and AA gubernatorial nominee, 
Governor Okorocha administration 
official, and son-in-law of former 
Governor  Okorocha,  Hope 
Uzodinma: Governor and former 
Senator for Imo West

Jigawa State
Incumbent APC Governor 

Mohammed Badaru Abubakar was 
re-elected to a second term in 
2019 with 73.51% of the vote. He 

gubernatorial nominee), Gboyega 
N a s i r  I s i a k a  ( 2 0 1 9  A D C  
gubernatorial nominee, 2015 PDP 
gubernatorial nominee, and former 
G o v e r n o r  G b e n g a  D a n i e l  
administration aide), and Ramoni 
Olalekan Mustapha (Senator for 
Ogun East).

He is also facing a formidable 
challenge from the PDP, candidate 
Segun Sowunmi (Atiku Abubakar 
2019 presidential campaign 
spokesman).

Oyo State
Incumbent PDP Governor Seyi 

Makinde was elected to a first term 
in 2019 with 56.24% of the vote. 
He is facing a strong challenge from 
APC's candidate, Senator Teslim 
Folarin.

Plateau State
Incumbent APC Governor Simon 

Lalong who was re-elected to a 
second term in 2019 with 51.35% 
of the vote. He will be term-limited 
in 2023 and cannot seek re-
election. He is being replaced on 
the ballot by Nentawe Yiltwada to 
face PDP's Caleb Mutfwang.

Rivers State
Incumbent PDP Governor Ezenwo 

Nyesom Wike was re-elected to a 
second term in 2019 with 83.28% 
of the vote. He will be term-limited 
in 2023 and cannot seek re-
election for a third term. His party's 
candidate will have to battle it out 
with the APC Candidate Tonye Cole 
and other parties.

Sokoto State
Incumbent PDP Governor Aminu 

Tambuwal was re-elected to a 
second term in 2019 with 49.41% 
of the vote. He will be term-limited 
in 2023 and cannot seek re-
election for a third term.

Taraba State
Incumbent PDP Governor Darius 

Ishaku who was re-elected to a 
second term in 2019 with 57.21% 
of the vote. He will be term-limited 
in 2023 and cannot seek re-
election for a third term. 

Yobe State
Incumbent APC Governor Mai 

Mala Buni was elected to a first 
term in 2019 with 81.26% of the 
vote. He is eligible to run for re-
election and he ran for election in 
yesterday's gubernatorial election 
under the ticket of the APC.

Zamfara State
Incumbent PDP-turned-APC 

Governor Bello Matawalle was 
elected to a first term in 2019 after 
a court decision. He is eligible to 
run for re-election. He also, is 
seek ing to  return to  the 
Government House for another 
four years under the platform of the 
APC.

Meanwhile, as the declaration of 
results of the governorship and 
State Houses of Assembly elections 
are being awaited, there seem to 
be an atmosphere of anxiety as to 
who are the likely winners after a 
long journey and a hard-fought 
battle across the states of the 
Federation.

However, Nigerians are also 
watching with keen expectations 
t h a t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  
controversies that greeted the just 
concluded presidential election will 
not rear its ugly head and that this 
time around, the Independent 
Electoral Commission (INEC) is 
expected to also get its acts 
together by letting all casted votes 
will count and be adjudged as being 
won clear and square by the 
candidate

Continued from page 10

The road to 2023 gubernatorial elections

in 2019 with 66.51% of the vote. He 
will be term-limited in 2023 the 
race for the Lugard House stood 
between the ruling APC and the 
PDP.

Kwara State
Incumbent  APC Governor  

AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq was 
elected to a first term in 2019 with 
73.12% of the vote. He is eligible to 
run for re-election. He went into the 
race with a strong opposition with 
the strong support of the Saraki 
political dynasty who are aiming to 
reclaim the state for the PDP.

Lagos State
Incumbent  APC Governor  

Babajide Sanwo-Olu was elected to 
a first term in 2019 with 75.65% of 
the vote. He is eligible to run for re-
election, He is not keeping any 
stone unturned to ride to victory 
despite the in road in the just 
concluded presidential election 
recorded by the Labour Party in the 
state.

Nasarawa State
Incumbent  APC Governor  

Abdullahi Sule was elected to a first 
term in 2019 with 48.78% of the 
vote. He is running against a 
formidable force in the PDP, David 
OM Bugadu.

Niger State
Incumbent  APC Governor  

Abubakar Sani Bello was re-elected 
to a second term in 2019 with 
58.43% of the vote. He will be 
term-limited in 2023 and cannot 
seek re-election for a third term. He 
is being replaced on the ballot by 
Bago Umaru Mohammed Bago 
(House of Representatives member 
for Chanchaga).

Ogun State
Incumbent APC Governor Dapo 

Abiodun was elected to a first term 
in 2019 with 35.49% of the vote. He 
is contested under the banner of 
the APC after beating other 
candidates in the primaries such 
as; Abiodun include Solomon 
Olamilekan Adeola (Senator for 
Lagos West, former House of 
Representatives member for 
Alimosho, and former Lagos State 
House of Assembly member for 
Alimosho II), Adekunle Akinlade 
(former House of Representatives 
member for Egbado South/Ipokia 
(2015–2019) and 2019 APC 
gubernatorial candidate and APM 

replaced on the PDP's ballot by 
Sheriff Oborevwori House of 
Assembly member for Okpe and 
Speaker of the House of Assembly.

Ebonyi State
Incumbent PDP-turned-APC 

Governor Dave Umahi was re-
elected to a second term in 2019 
with 81.54% of the vote. He will be 
term-limited in 2023 and has just 
been elected Senator under the 
APC platform. 

T h e  P D P  c a n d i d a t e  i s  
Ifeanyichukwu Odii which was 
confirmed by a court ruling while 
other aspirants candidates include 
Joseph Ogba (Senator for Ebonyi 
Central), Edwin Anayo (House of 
Representatives member for Ezza 
North/Ishielu), Fidelis Nwankwo 
(former Minister of State for 
Health), Francis Ogbonna Nwifuru 
(House of Assembly member for 
Izzi West and Speaker of the House 
of Assembly), Sylvester Ogbaga 
(House of  Representat ives 
member for Abakaliki/Izzi), and 
Chris Usulor (House of Assembly 
member for Ezza South and son of 
former Senator for Ebonyi Central 
Vincent Obasi Usulor)

Enugu State
PDP Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 

was re-elected to a second term in 
2019 with 95.54% of the vote. He 
will be term-limited in 2023 and 
cannot seek re-election for a third 
term. 

Gombe State
Incumbent APC Governor 

Muhammad Inuwa Yahaya was 
elected to a first term in 2019 with 
59.88% of the vote. He is running 
against formidable opposition led 
by Usman Bayero Nafada of the 
PDP.

IMO
T h e  2 0 2 3  I m o  S t a t e  

gubernatorial election will take 
place on 11 November 2023 due to 
the belated inauguration of 
incumbent  Governor  Hope 





Convoy of Security personnel monitoring the exercise within Jos North LGA
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Executive Chairman, Jos North LGC, Hon. Shehu Bala Usman answering 
questions from newsmen after voting at his P.U

Agents of different political party waiting for voters to come and cast their 
ballot

Large turn out of voters at the Sot-Gyel Polling Unit of Jos South LGA

Village Head of Arin Izang, Ada Arin Itse Voda (middle) with some people of 
the community

Cross section of INEC Officials waiting patiently for eligible voters

INEC staff and security waiting for eligible voters at Chorbe Polling Unit of 
Jos North LGA

Cross section of elderly people waiting at the Arin Izang Ward, Jos North LGA
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GOVERNORSHIP/STATES ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2023
The Governorship and State House of Assembly, conducted by INEC in 28 states of the federation took place yesterday in Plateau State as captured by 

The Nigeria Standard photographer
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