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 group under the 
auspices of the Igala ANational Youth Council 

of Nigeria (INYCN) on 
Thursday, sought for the 
consideration of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
in Kogi State to adopt 
Professor Stephen Ikani 
Ocheni as a consensus 
candidate for the party in the 
upcoming  governosh ip  
e lect ion in the state.
The group maintained that 
the consensus agreement has 
become imperative inorder to 
reduce unnecessary friction 
among gladiators of the game 
and to sustain the good works 
of the administration of Gov. 
Yahaya Bello
The President of INYCN, 

Comrade Sam Attah Idoko 
made the call at a press 
conference held in Lokoja,, 
the Kogi State capital on 
Thursday
The  you t h  p r e s i d en t  

asserted that the government 
of Yahaya Bello has done 
much for the state and 
needed a successor that has 
the capacity, competence and 
inner workings of government 
in order to continue with the 
sp i r i t  o f  t he  p resen t  
administration
He said having studied the 

antecedents of all the 
aspirants, the group came to 
the conclusion that only 
Professor Ocheni possessed 
the needed wherewithal to 
sustain the developmental 
strides of Governor Yahaya 
Bello.
“We have watched with keen 

interest the developmental 
strides of the present 
administration of Kogi State 
and have the strong believe 
that this momentum can only 
be sustained by a man of 
k n o w l e d g e ,  i n t e g r i t y,  
capacity and wisdom
"Following the footprints and 

template of Gov. Bello in the 
governance of the state so far, 
we need a successor who has 
the credibility, expertise and 
experience to take over from 
G o v e r n o r  B e l l o .
"And from our research, 
Professor Stephen Ikani 
Ocheni aptly fits into the kind 
of leader the people deserve 
as the next governor of Kogi 
State.
“We want to state in 

unequivocal terms that the 
forthcoming All Progressives 
Congress APC Governorship 
primary elections scheduled 

th
for 14 April, 2023 should 
adopt Professor Stephen 
Ikani Ocheni as a consensus 
candidate of the party.
“We therefore call on the APC 

delegates to vote for Prof. 
Ocheni , a former Minister of 
State  for  Labour  and 
P r o d u c t i v i t y  f o r  h i s  
outstanding performance but 
in the civil , public and 
political offices," the youth 
council leader asserts.
According to him, Professor 
Stephen Ocheni is a man of 
many credentials who has 
demonstrated uncommon 
leadership traits while in the 
civil public services and in the 
academia. He charged all 

party faithful to support him to 
emerge standard bearer of the 
p a r t y .
He added that the INYCN is in 
collaboration with many 
youths organisations across 
the country and will work 
assiduously to mobilise youths 
, women and eligible voters to 

cast their votes for him .
He disclosed that Professor 
Ocheni has won numerous 
awards and chieftaincy titles 
and he is ready to deploy 
these wealth of experience for 
the overall development of the 
state if elected governor of 
Kogi  in the November 

Group calls on APC to adopt 
consensus candidate
From AMEDU JOSEPH, 

Lokoja

 social cultural group Afrom the Pengana 

Chiefdom in Bassa Local 

Government Area, (LGA) 

of Plateau State has 

celebrated with the 

Governor-elect, Barr 

Caleb Mutfwang following 

his victory at the March 18 

gubernatorial election 

where he defeated other 

opponents to emerge 

winner.
The locals registered 

their felicitation during a 

courtesy visit to the 

Plateau State Governor-

e l e c t ,  B a r r  C a l e b  

Mutfwang recently at the 

G ove r n m e n t  H o u s e  

Rayfield, Jos.
Leader of the various 

ethnic nationalities in 

Pengana, Bassa Local 

HE newly elected Tgovernor of Plateau 
state Bar. Caleb Mutfwang 
has said that it is a privilege 
that God has given him to 
be part of the history and 
by God's grace he will not 
take it for granted. 
Mutfwang said this when 

some members of the 
Mwagavul  Tradi t iona l  
Council paid him a courtesy 
visit at the JD Jang Lodge 
G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e ,  
Rayfield Jos.
According to him, "We are 

not in any way better than 
those who contested 
alongside with us but God 
destined it so for us to work 
for the people of Plateau 
State."
"The kind of jubilation and 

joy we saw on the faces of 
Plateau people, marveled 
us. It then shows that, 
there is hope in the heart of 
men. The hope that with 
our strengths and skills, we 
cannot fulfil it, except with 
the help of God. That is why 
your coming gives us joy 
and strengthens us."
"This is because when a 

person starts a journey of 
this kind and you know that 
you have fathers behind 
you. It gives you strength 
to go far. Therefore, we 
thank you, Your Royal 
Highness, the Mishkagham 
Mwaghavu l  and  t he  
P r e s i d e n t ,  M a n g u  
Traditional Council for this 
good thought of coming to 
encourage us before we 
start the journey."
The Governor- elect urged 

the traditional rulers to 
pray for him as he planned 
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o  
government. We need your 

 group of women led Aby high class ladies on 
Thursday also converged in 
t h e  K a d u n a  S t a t e  
Secretariat of the Nigeria 
Union of Journalists, NUJ to 
outrightly condemn the 
results of the 2023 
governorship election on 
February 18.
This is coming less than 

24hrs behind protests in 
Sokoto against the results 
of  the gubernator ia l  
election in the state
The protesters were led by 

the trio of former Minister 
of Environment, Mrs 
Laurentia Laruba Mallam, 
former Commissioner for 
Women Affairs in the State, 
Mrs Maria Dogo, former 
National Women Leader of 
the People's Democratic 
Party, Madinat Abdullahi.
C o n s e q u e n t l y,  t h e  

protesters are calling for 
the restoration of the 
“Stolen mandate” of their 
candidate, Isah Ashiru of 
the People's Democratic 
Party, PDP.
The candidate of the 

ruling party in the state, APC, Sen. Uba Sani was 
declared winner of the 
e l e c t i o n  b y  t h e  
Independent Nat ional  
Electoral Commission after 
several postponements
The all women protesters 

who appeared in black to 
depict their agony and 
disappointment, accused 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission of 
manipulations allegedly 
o r ches t ra ted  by  the  
Returning Officer and Vice 
Chancellor of the Usmanu 
Danfod iyo  Un ivers i ty  
Sokoto, Prof. Lawal Bilbis.
The protesters in their 

dozens carried various 
p lacards  wh ich  read  

“Kaduna People Elected, 
INEC Selected”,' No to 
Result Manipulations, No 
to Election Rigging', 'A 
Sto len Mandate Not 
Acceptable'.
On why the protest was 

not carried out beyond the 
NUJ Secretariat, they said 
as law abiding citizens, 
they didn't want hoodlums 
to highjack the process 
that could possibly lead to 
a breakdown of law and 
order.”
PDP in the state rejected 

the outcome of the 
gubernatorial election and 
gave a strong indication of 
challenging the results in 
court.

Women protest result of Kaduna 

State governorship election 

From JOHN FWAH KADUNA 

Group celebrates 
with Plateau 
Governor  –elect 

By DORCAS 
PANKYES, Jos

Government Area, Stanley 

A g a r g o  s a i d  B a r r  

M u t f w a n g  i s  w e l l  

celebrated in Pengana and 

they received the news of 

his victory with happiness, 

said Akawu.
Speaking, Mutfwang 

promised to deliver on his 

mandate and appreciated 

them for their massive 

support, cooperation and 

collaboration.
"Look at the bigger 

picture. Once there is 

u n i t y ,  n o t h i n g  i s  

insummountable," he 

said.
Mutfwang acknowledged 

that he has been given a 

trust by Plateau people 

and he is not taking it for 

granted. 
He encouraged them to 

hold strong the bond of 

unity for a better Plateau.

prayers, counsel and 
support so that we will not 
disappoint the people of 
Plateau State.
He stated that it is his 

desire to make Plateau a 
state that people can be 
proud of.
Mutfwang further assured 

the traditional rulers that 
he will remain committed, 
not only to make Plateau 
greater, but particularly the 
traditional institution.
"Let me say this, the 

traditional institution was 
one institution that was 
used during the campaigns 
to blackmail me. That when 
I become governor, I will 
downgrade some chiefs. I 
w i l l  b a s t a r d i z e  t h e  
institution. But let me 
reinstate this in the 
presence of my own father, 
that I have no thoughts 
other than how to improve 
the traditional institution."
"We will be looking for 

ways and means of how to 
make sure that our 
traditional rulers have a 

b e t t e r  w o r k i n g  
environment and better 
motivations to be able to 
serve their people."
I n  h i s  p a r t ,  t h e  

Mishkagham Mwagavul, 
John Hirse congratulated 
the newly elected governor 
for his victory at the guber 
poll.
According to him, "We 

believe that God will show 
His power through you to 
bring peace in Plateau. God 
gives power to those that 
he will use it to bring peace 
to his people."
"I want you to know that 

this mandate is from God 
and not your own making, 
it is a victory for Plateau 
State, because they have 
made you to rule them."
T h e  M i s h k a g h a m  

Mwagavul urged the newly 
elected governor to thank 
the people of Plateau State 
for electing him as their 
governor. 
We  p ray  t h a t  God  

Almighty will guide and 
direct you, that your reign 

'I won't take my win for granted' 
By DORCAS 

PANKYES, Jos

P O L I T I C S

Ocheni

Mutfwang

Yakubu
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NEC's incompetence goes 
beyond election day and Iresults aggregation; it is 

logistics based and starts with the 
pre-election day process. Its major 
logistical problem begins with the 
registration and distribution of 
Permanent Voters' Cards (PVCs). At 
the registration and distribution 
stations, there were unreasonably 
long lines, which caused chaos and 
delays.

Inconclusive voting, no voting in 
v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s ,  
disenfranchisement of voters, 
untrained and few INEC staff, late 
arrival of INEC staff and voting 
materials, insufficient voting 
materials, delayed opening of polls, 
collation errors, etc. are only a few 
of INEC's anomalies.

The difficulties facing INEC have 
remained the same from its first 
election as INEC in 1999 to its most 
recent election on February 25 and 
its delay of the March 11 elections. 
They proclaim that they are 
prepared for the election months in 
advance, and this time they even 
said that they were ready for a rerun 
if required. Unfortunately, they 
don't follow through with their 
promises because there are 
numerous anomalies in every 
election they hold.

On election day, logistics snags 
caused delays; in some areas, 
election materials arrived five hours 
after voting was set to start . The 
issue of the poor welfare of the ad-
hoc employees is another one. In 
every elect ion, the ad-hoc 
personnel, who are mostly 
members of the youth corps, voice 
complaints about their poor pay and 
late payments.

In 2019, we saw on social media 
images of corps members sleeping 
inside vehicles, under trees, in 
classrooms, and in open fields under 
unsavoury conditions. Service is not 
servitude, so young people should 
not be subjected to such indignity 
because they are participating in the 
m a n d a t o r y  y o u t h  s e r v i c e  
programme.

The unexpected postponement of 
the March 11 election is another 
illustration of INEC's incompetence. 
INEC's argument that it needed 
additional time to reconfigure the 
Bimodal Voter Accreditation System 
(BVAS) is unreasonable. Did they 
not take into account the possibility 
of candidates requesting court 
orders to examine INEC materials 
when they were planning? If that's 
the case, how did they plan to 
manage it while also setting up for 
the governorship elections in a 
week? Would they have configured 
BVAS before a rerun and how did 
they intend to execute it if it reached 
that point?

INEC failed to walk the walk, so 
can't talk the talk

It wouldn't be wrong to state that 
INEC did not learn from his past 
elections. “INEC's performance and 
controversies over these results 
mean that the electoral reforms and 
lessons declared to have been 
learned were not fully applied and, 
as an electoral body, it was 
significantly less prepared than it 
claimed,” Dr. Leena Hoffmann of 
Chatham House said.

Nearly all international and local 
observers, as well as voters, have 
come to this conclusion. It is 
therefore surprising that INEC 
stubbornly be l ieves i t  has 
conducted a free and fair election.

In the run-up to the 2023 

elections, Prof. Mahmood Yakubu, 
the INEC chairman, and Festus 
Okoye, the chairman of the INEC 
information and voter education 
committee, bombarded us with 
press releases, tweets, and 
interviews reassuring us of their 
readiness for the polls, and their 
confidence in the BVAS and INEC's 
Results Viewing Portal (IReV) as 
“ g u a r a n t o r s  o f  e n h a n c e d  
transparency and accessibility of 
election results and an end to 
electoral fraud”.

On election day, they abandoned 
their technology on the pretext of 
“technical glitches” and turned to 
manual collation of results, which 
has always been the foundation of 
manipulated elections in the country. 
It's like FIFA changing the rules of 
the World Cup final midway through 
the match.

It appears we underestimated 
INEC's incompetence. Lest we 
forget, on the eve of the 2019 
elections, there were rumours of a 
postponement of the election, which 
Festus Okoye dismissed as fake 
news. However, in the early hours of 
election day, at around 2:30am, the 
same Festus Okoye and his chairman 
announced that the election had 
been postponed due to “logistics and 
operational plans,” which invariably 
boils down to lack of preparation. 
They simply stated it and indirectly 
told us to live with it. There was no 
apology to Nigerians who had 
travelled and changed plans in order 
to vote, and there was no 
acknowledgement of inefficiency or 
responsibility.

None of those who oversaw the 
2019 elections resigned, nor were 
they asked to. Hence, INEC's 
mediocrity and incompetence have 
grown bolder since they can get 
away with anything. It is not 
surprising that they are still following 
the same strategy.

A civilised society would not have 
allowed Prof. Mahmood Yakubu and 
his 2019 team to oversee the 2023 
elections. Kenya and several other 

countries have seen electoral 
officials resign from the Electoral 
Commission due to several reasons, 
ranging from allegations of bias, 
corruption, and incompetence.

Until we start holding people 
responsible in Nigeria for their 
actions, we will keep sinking in the 
pit of mediocrity and incompetence.

Why INEC is never prepared is a 
true mystery. Large-scale elections 
are INEC's primary responsibility; 
however, they are unable to carry it 
out. Every year, it maintains staff 
and offices for the sole purpose of 
holding elections, and they're 
terrible at it.

This can't be a volume problem 
because they consistently perform 
horribly and experience a wide range 
of logistical and operational issues 
even when they are simply required 
to organise elections in a single 
state, like in Osun, Anambra, and 
Ekiti. Elections in these states 
witnessed similar logistical issues 
and faulty BVAS machines.

In order to save our democracy, we 
must address INEC's shortcomings 
going forward as a nation. We must 
not allow INEC's propensity for 
electoral malpractice, lack of 
t ransparency,  and select ive 
adherence to its laws and guidelines, 
to push people down the drain of 
voter apathy and frustration.

What is a democracy if voters are 
unsure of their votes? The situation 
in which the people who count the 
votes decide everything while the 
people who cast the votes decide 
nothing is not democracy. As it is, 
Nigeria's brand of democracy is 
dependent on how well INEC does its 
job, and we need them to do an 
e x c e l l e n t  j o b .
One way to guarantee INEC does a 
good job is to review how its 
chairman is chosen.

INEC's chairmen, all professionals 
in their fields, have failed to organise 
a free and fair election for the 
country. Apart from having their 
integrity questioned, they have not 
managed to handle the same 

logistical inadequacies. They have 
been accused of being induced to 
alter the electoral process one way or 
another.

More recently, the current 
chairman's failure to explain the 
technical glitches on the 25th of 
February and why it only affected the 
transmission of results for the 
presidential election has put his 
integrity on the line.

INEC has had lots of professors as 
its chairman . It frequently uses 
professors and academics as 
returning officers, but these 
professionals have not truly given a 
good image to the academia, several 
are being prosecuted for electoral 
fraud.

INEC's chairperson should be one 
of unquestionable character and 
integrity, like Tirunellai Narayana 
Iyer Seshan of India.

As we've seen, apart from integrity, 
elections essentially come down to 
logistics, event planning, and 
technology adaptation. How can 
professors, who may not have 
managed a university or poorly 
managed one, organise an election in 
over 30 states? Indeed, what skills 
does a professor of literature or 
political history bring to a job profile 
best suited to a logistics/supply chain 
professional or party planner?

Going forward, companies that 
specialise in event planning and 
implementation, such as logistics 
companies, should have a significant 
role in the operation of INEC at both 
the Federal and State levels, even if 
they don't lead the commission.

W h i l e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e  
excellence of professors, as a nation 
we must understand that the cowl 
does not make the monk and avoid 
falling for the fallacy that just 
because someone is a professor or a 
retired judge, they are endowed with 
administrative skills. This is false, 
especially if they have no prior 
experience.

The unfortunate conduct of INEC 
chairmen makes it understandable 

why Dr. Reuben Abati claimed that 
serving as an INEC chairman has 
“become a graveyard of reputation.” 
The search for chairpersons who can 
provide leadership and expertise 
should be our next focus.

From PVC registration through 
voting, our electoral process 
shouldn't be tense or challenging. 
Everything in Nigeria can't be that 
difficult. India, the world's largest 
democracy, has a more organised 
and less fraudulent election.

In the future, INEC must expand 
the number of polling units and 
evenly divide voters among them. 
Three polling units near mine had 
fewer than 100 registered voters on 
February 25, whereas mine had 
almost 900. This discrepancy is why 
we voted till late at night.

INEC should also extend the voting 
period because 8:30am–2:30pm is 
impractical, especially when there 
are many voters. Kenya, for 
example, which has a smaller voting 
population, has a 12-hour voting 
time.

Moving forward, it is important to 
clarify the role of PVCs in our 
elections. Nigerians should be 
allowed to cast their votes using the 
various forms of identification, 
particularly the NIN, which the 
gove rnmen t  i s  wo rk i ng  t o  
mainstream. Lack of PVC should not 
be a ground for disenfranchisement.

Lastly, INEC needs to explain the 
alleged discovery of thousands of 
PVCs at various locations, including 
Ago Palace Road Okota, Olodi-
Apapa, and a forest in Nnewi North. 
There needs to be a root and branch 
audit of the entire 2023 process, and 
its best if INEC invites credible CSOs 
as third parties in the audit.

For INEC to shed the misnomer of 
incompetence, they must conduct 
credible elections by following the 
Electoral Act 2022 and its 2022 
guidelines. That's the least Nigerians 
expect.

Nwachukwu is a legal practitioner 
a n d  w r i t e r  
(nwachukwujo@gmail.com)

2023: Is Nigeria’s INEC incompetent?
For most of its existence, INEC, the electoral body, has shown itself to be neither credible nor independent. And 
after the elections on February 25, the “I” in INEC stands for an anomaly: incompetent. JOSHUA NWACHUKWU 
writes.

P O L I T I C S
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Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Joseph 
Agbazi (left) flanked by Pwanagba Agabus, (deceased husband) Pwamori, 
daughter and Pwanidi son during the funeral

Parish Priest of Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Rev. Fr. Joseph 
Agbazi (left) consoling Mr. Pwanagba Agabus, his children and her mother 
Inlaw, Mrs. Raliyatu

Representative of the General Manager, PRTVC, Mr. Yakubu Taddy, Director 
of News and Current Affairs (right) with brother of the deceased, Barr. 
Gregory Fulus Zi

from left are, NUJ State Chairman, Mr. Paul Jatau, Mr. Joe Choji, Mr. George 
Pam and Mr. Katdapba Gobum at the burial site

Uncle of the deceased, Mr. Patrick Kataiko (with cap) and others at the burial 
site around JIB Village, Jos

Mr. Agabus and children paying last respect to their wife and mum (late 
Eunice)

Nigerian Union of Women Journalists (NAWOJ) State Vice Chairperson, 
Grace Akwe-Gotip (right) State Secretary of the association, Muese Ndem 
and immediate past NAWOJ Chairperson, Jennifer Yarima at the mortuary to 
pay last respect

Barr. Pwanedo Agabus making remarks on behalf of the family

FUNERAL MASS FOR LATE EUNICE AGABUS
The funeral mass for late Mrs. Eunice Zong Pwanagba Agabus of PRTVC News and Current Affairs Directorate took place on Thursday at Our Lady 

Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Gold and Base, Rayfield, Jos
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ANY outgoing political 

leaders of the nation Mwere able to write 

their names in gold in the annals 

of the nation's history upholding 

the fundamental elements of 

good governance and re-

strategizing workable policies 

for the socio-economic and 

political integration of the 

nation, but quite a few others 

had a lot to grabble with.
In its entirety however, the 

campaign segment of the 2023 

elections to the disappointment 

of many citizens of this great 

nat ion was shrouded in 

divisionary and unimaginable 

regional, ethnic and religious 

sentiments far from the way it 

used to be. Interestingly, it was 

also observed that lack of 

internal democracy by various 

political party processes that 

eventual ly produced the 

candidates of the major parties 

had a direct bearing on the 

conduct of the general elections 

itself.  This was hinged on the 

technicalities that facilitated the 

procurement of these party 

candidates during primaries 

through obvious acts of vote-

b u y i n g  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  

questionable means.
Most significant was the great 

expectations by Nigerians that 

the National Independent 

Electoral Commission, INEC was 

going to usher in a much 

improved digitalized electoral 

process in the country after 

receiving the whooping sum of 

355 billion naira for the polls. 

D e s p i t e  r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  

outrageous amount of funds 

however, INEC did not live up to 

the expectations of many 

Nigerians.  Therefore, the 

electoral body failed to deliver 

on its promises when it 

mattered most. 
There were also glaring 

e v i d e n c e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

mobilization around ethnic and 

religious identities including 

other grudges which also had a 

significant impact on the polls. 

According to the Transition 

Mon i tor ing Group which  

deployed 774 observers across 

the 774 local government areas 

across the country, “the general 

conduct of elections across the 

country was peaceful in most 

parts, as voting occurred 

without recourse to violence. 

Notably, this was also largely 

occasioned by the deployment 

of security personnel across the 

country. 
Despite these gains, TMG in 

some cases observed incidences 

of voter intimidation and 

suppression particularly in 

Lagos and Rivers States. In 

Lagos for instance, voters were 

threatened by thugs to vote for a 

certain party or candidate or 

stay away from voting. Voter 

intimidation and suppression 

were also evident in the violent 

conduct and disruption of polls 

as recorded in these two states 

where political thugs carted 

away, burnt and destroyed 

election materials.
Likewise the gubernatorial and 

state assembly elections also 

witnessed the unleashing of 

intrigues and strategies by 

various contesters who were 

anticipated to overwhelm one 

another and emerge victorious 

at the end. In more definite 

terms, it became a do or die 

affair in some states in the likes 

of Rivers, Lagos, Kaduna, Kano, 

Abia,  Enugu. Del ta and 

Adamawa where incumbents 

fought hard to remain relevant 

and keep control of their states. 

The Center for Democracy in its 

report on the conduct of 

governorship elections said, 

vote buying was more in the 

South East than in any other 

geopolitical zone, while violence 

marred elections in the North 
thWest region during the 18  

March 2023 elections.
According to CDD, voters were 

more focused on what they 

would get than the ideology of 

the candidates adding that the 

vote-buying trade was made 

possible due to the prevailing 

economic hardship amid the 

current cash crunch.
The United States reacting 

over the outcome of the general 

elections was quick to lament 

over the issues of voter 

intimidation and violence which 

marred both the gubernatorial 

and state houses of assembly 

elections. In a statement issued, 

the country noted with great 

concern the increased violence 

and intimidation of voters in the 

28 states when compared with 

that of the presidential elections 
thheld on 25  February 2023.

In the midst of  these 

controversies however, many 

political commentators are still 

strongly of the opinion that 

Nigeria would still for decades to 

come remain the continent's 

player as a result of its adverse 

economic potent ia ls and 

strength. So far, the country 

accounts for half of the 

population of the West African 

region with about 202 million 

people and one of the largest 

population of the youth in the 

world.
But again, its statistical profile 

also indicates that it has the 

highest GDP in Africa, standing 

at $514.05 billion in 2021 

including the abundance of both 

human and natural resources. 

The country also remains the 

largest exporter of oil in the 

continent. But if the most recent 

harsh economic realities are 

anything to go by, it certainly 

means that the nation has been 

unable to get it right in art of 

governance.
As ide th is  unspeakable 

traumatizing degree of hardship 

ever experienced in the annals 

of the nat ion's pol i t ical  

existence, the citizens have 

inherently lost hope of a much 

better tomorrow. More than 

seven years ago, Nigerians 

came out in their large number 

and kicked out President 

Goodluck Jonathan claiming 

that  he  was unab le  to  

reasonably affect a more 

convincing positive change for 

the people of the country. Just 

less than two months to the 

expiration of the incumbent 

administration, the nation is still 

ser iously bedevi led with 

unending acts of banditry, 

k idnapp ings  fo r  ransom 

including other various acts of 

criminality proliferating in the 

country. Soaring inflation rate 

has in most recent times also 

affected various families who 

hardly get three square meals a 

day.
According to Osayaba Giwa-

Osayaba, a senior partner at 

Giwa-Osagie and Co, Nigeria, 

after the government launched 

i ts  2021-2025 p lan,  i ts  

development plan was intended 

to address many of such 

challenges adding that “The 

broad objectives of the plan are 
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Though the 2023 general elections in the world's most populous black nation, Nigeria has come and gone, both the political class which 
comprised of the elitists as well as the vulnerable citizenry have leant bitter lessons which will linger in their memory for decades to come. 
While the elections eventually ended the political affluence of many political juggernauts, it also opened doors for many members of the 
downtrodden to come into the arena to salvage what is left of the present unimpressive developmental status of the nation. BULUS GAMBO, 
writes.

Nigeria's polls, challenges and way forward
Tinubu Mahmood Mutfwang







EMOCRACY was defined ad 
nauseam as the government of Dthe people by the people and for 

the  peop le .  What  th i s  means  
fundamentally is that ultimate power 
resides with the people (citizens)  and 
they shall choose those to rule over them. 
But where were the people of Nigeria on 
25th February and 18th March 2023? 
Were they tamed? What exactly 
happened to them, their voices and power 
to choose? Before their very eyes, 
darkness fell on the day when it was noon.  
Unable to fathom what was befuddling 
them,  the fragile democracy was disrobed,  
raped,  and abused.  Intimidation,  voter 
suppression, violence instigated by 
gladiators,  snatching and destruction of 
ballot boxes, underage voting, and 
overvoting were the order of the day. In 
some places, elections were not 
conducted. Yet leaders were announced 
elected and declared returned. Thus, we 
were presented with a fait accompli. 

The legendary Fela in his heydays would 
have described the 2023 elections as 
'babanla nonsense' because it was 
stripped of any veneer of peoples' choice. 
Those who purportedly won elections 
were elected by less than ten percent of 
the registered voters. If the elections of 
25th February were a bad dream, that of 
18th March was largely ludicrous.  The 
entire election was melodramatic and 
represent the worst of us as a people.

But beyond the facade of my scrutiny, 
the elections left more than a sour taste in 
the mouth. It threw up a lot of troubling 
concerns, chief of which is the legitimacy 
crisis for the beneficiaries of the flawed 
and bastardized exercise. And that is my 
interest in this piece.

The direct linkage between democracy 
and legitimacy is profound. While the 
power to freely choose leaders is a 
product of democracy, rational-legal 
legitimacy on the other hand is 
inextricably tied to liberal democracy, that 
is the power of the people to choose. We 
can therefore see that the people are 
critical to democracy. The people are the 
hub on which the wheel of democracy 
revolves: no people, no democracy, no 
democracy, no legal legitimacy. So, what 
in clear terms is legitimacy and why is it 
important?

Let me admit that for a long time, I have 
heard people bandy the word legitimacy 
or legitimate government,  but never 
taken the pains to find out the real 
meaning. Interestingly, knowing the 
actual meaning happened during my 
university days in Jos at a lecture by the 
inimitable Prof. of Political Science, Isawa 
Elaigwu. He had thrown a challenge to the 
class thus:' what is legitimacy in politics?' 
Most of us were just newcomers or 
rookies if you like and we were just 
staring at him. I guess he was quick to 
notice that we were helpless ignoramuses 
and decided to bail us out. 

Legitimacy he said is simply the right to 
rule, hence there must be elements of 
lawfulness, rightfulness, and legality. A  
government is legitimate if it has the right 
to rule. Military governments he 
continued are considered illegitimate 
because the military has no right to rule. 
Rulership is the sole right and preserve of 
the civil authorities. He added a proviso 
all the same that a civil authority may lose 
legitimacy if it is not ruling well and the 
government is unable to fulfill its promise, 
causing frustration and unrest among the 

people that resulted in waning support for 
the government,  while a military authority 
may gain legitimacy by the mere fact of 
good leadership.  

This right to rule has many components 
and we shall be granular here.

Political legitimacy concerns why a 
government has a right to coercively 
impose and enforce the law. This right 
enjoyed by the government is related to 
why individuals must abide by the laws of 
a particular government.

Legitimacy is important for the 
achievement of development in a 
legitimate government, in that legitimacy 
is public acceptance and recognition of 
the moral rights of leaders to govern, 
create and implement political decisions.

Available literature in the works of Max 
Weber, Gaetano Mosca, etc has shown 
that the legitimacy of government leaders 
will bring political stability and 
possibilities for social change.

Legal-rational authority as exemplified 
in a democracy is essentially based on the 
agreement of members of the public 
against a set of rules officially enacted. 
This is embedded in the electoral process. 
The world over, the electoral process is 
sacrosanct and followed to the letter 
because its proper observance itself 
confers legitimacy to the outcome.  But 
ours as witnessed in the last two exercises 
were far cry from a credible process.  They 
were poorly organized and challenging, 
and therefore not in a good place to confer 
any form of legitimacy. In saner climes, 
where they are concerns and issues with 
the process, the law courts are 
approached for remedy and sanction. 
Sadly, we cannot boast of such 
opportunities here because the toga of 
the last hope of the oppressed has long 
taken flight from our judicial system.

Little wonder, the negative perception, 
and build-up of illegitimate leaders. So 
legitimacy in its broadest sense means 
society should support the political 
system and government authority that is 

rightly constituted.
When there is no support for the political 

institutions because the process that 
threw it up is questionable and generally 
unacceptable, there wil l  be an 
institutional crisis. Leadership crisis will 
occur in people who gained from the 
contested outcome.

This is my worst fear with the outcomes 
of the just concluded elections, the 

legitimacy crisis that INEC has unwittingly 
planted as landmines for the new leaders 
come May 29th. The elections were 
marred by many irregularities such that 
they did not meet the lowest global 
acceptable standards, the pervasive 
rejection of most of the results declared 
was organic, and people generally 
believed that they were deceived and 
mocked into make-belief elections that 
were no elections after all. How come the 
two sets of elections outcome were quite 
perverse? As such we hear people say 
that they have their elected leaders while 
INEC declared INEC own leaders. This 
scenario does not engender progress non 
bodes well for anybody because it smacks 
of misfortune for the country. 

Leadership that lacks recognition and 
support from its wider populace cannot 
effectively govern nor initiate policies that 
will excite the skeptical citizenry no 
matter how good they seem. Getting the 
buy-in of the mass of people is a catalyst 
for a successful policy drive and 
implementation. 

With a legitimacy crisis, it should not be 
lost on anybody that all good intentions 
would be efforts in futility. So it is a tall call 
for the so-called elected leaders.  I don't 
envy them one bit.  Theirs it seems is the 
toughest job yet.  How they will navigate 
this remains to be seen because Nigerians 
are angry,  bitter,  and making plaintive 
cries.

It will soon dawn on them that their 
pyrrhic victory and the smiles that came 
with the collection of certificates of return 
will dissipate because the roads ahead will 
be rough. They will realize quickly that 
Nigerians are roughened, but that the  
Nigerian of 2023 is different from any 
other Nigerian they knew hitherto. This 
Nigerian is highly educated, mobilized, 
internationally connected, politically 
savvy, and will fight back at the system. 

At the moment, it is the silence of the 
graveyard but the legitimacy issue 
possess a clear and present danger.
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That INEC had deliberately or inadvertently made a mess of the  February 25th and March 18th, 2023 elections is no longer a matter for 
public debate. What would have been a source of pride for our nation and indeed the black race turned out to be a signpost of infamy. OBOLI 
AUGUSTINE, writes.

'Elected leaders' and legitimacy crisis

Political legitimacy 
concerns why a 

government has a 
right to coercively 

impose and enforce 
the law. This right 

enjoyed by the 
government is related 

to why individuals 
must abide by the laws 

of a particular 
government. 
Legitimacy is 

important for the 
achievement of 

development in a 
legitimate 

government, in that 
legitimacy is public 

acceptance and 
recognition of the 

moral rights of leaders 
to govern, create and 
implement political 

decisions.



HE aftermath of our recent 

elections is living with us. The Tv i o l e n c e ,  c o n d u c t s  a n d  

misconducts that trailed the elections and 

the struggle for the heart and soul of 

Nigeria have left us all physically and 

psychologically wounded. This struggle is 

what happens every four years and each 

time it comes around, it is plagued with a 

plethora of problems ranging from 

disenfranchisement, violence, religious 

and ethnic arrogance and hatred.
The President elect has been declared 

but the elections are still steeped in 

arguments and counter argument and the 

adage “go to court” saddles the Judiciary 

with the duty of unravelling the political 

complications that have elicited another 

plethora of varying emotions in all 

Nigerians. The courts will decide the fate 

of this country because the phrase “go to 

court” has become a political mantra in 

Nigeria. I wonder if the judiciary will do its 

job according to its books or if we will all 

lose respect for the wig and the gown at 

the end of this exercise. The measure of 

respect we will have for the judiciary at 

the end of the day, will be tied to their 

ability or inability to align with the 

constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria and the electoral act or their 

ability or inability to reinvent the wheel.
In my opinion, the reason why winning 

the presidential election has become a 

struggle for the heart and soul of Nigeria 

is because of our hesitation to try out 

Federalism in its purest form. We say that 

Nigeria is a Unity in Diversity. However, 

we have to interrogate this belief. Are we 

truly united in diversity? Some time ago, I 

wrote about cultural literacy and 

sensitivity and a friend who read the piece 

told me that he did not understand what I 

was saying. He said that he did not 

understand my English. I understood his 

perspective. It is a subject matter that is 

alien to a lot of us. As a result, our ethnic 

and religious arrogance is destroying our 

supposed unity because in displaying our 

disrespect for each other's differences, 

we disregard our diversity. How then can 

we be united in disrespect?
The glue that binds people from 

different cultures and orientations 

together lies in our ability to understand 

and respect each other's different ways of 

life and become more nationalistic than 

ethnic or religious. To agree or disagree 

where we cannot find a common ground. 

To be more tolerant and respectful of 

other people's beliefs and disbelief, for 

therein lies the spirit of democracy which 

stipulates the freedom of association.This 

is a herculean task for the average 

Nigeria. We do not only hold on to our 

differences, but we also perpetrate ethnic 

and religious arrogance in the polity. The 

NYSC has done a lot to teach us other 

cultures across the country but most of 

the time, our religious and ethnic bias is 

so powerful that it makes up turn to self-

referencing in our intercultural 

relationships.
Notwithstanding our cultural illiteracy 

and insensitivity, we have the constitution 

to fall back on for equity and justice. 

However, the constitution in not perfect. 

As such, we are still looking for solutions 

to the many problems that characterise 

our democracy and federalism. We look 

away from the idea of having pure 

federalism. We believe that power should 

be concentrated in the centre. This means 

that the centre has become the heart and 

soul of Nigeria. This is why our 

Presidential elections have become a do 

or die affair. Whoever is elected to the 

centre takes the centre spread of our lives 

and determine what region the power will 

shift to. This has given birth to calls for 

secession, underhanded political tactics, 

abracadabra politics “ the more you see 

diffused. 
Decentralizing means that our diversity 

is recognized. One size will not fit all since 

we are a diverse people who fiercely hold 

on to our cultures. Understanding our 

different cultural orientation under true 

federalism will do more in salvaging the 

unity of our nation by ensuring that 

people of the same stock are governed in 

groups, within our unity. This fosters 

deeper understanding and productivity. 

Therein lies our unity in diversity. 
Recently, I was discussing politics with 

my Igbo friend, and he says to me that he 

is tired of the way Igbos are being treated 

in Nigeria. He says and I quote, “Nigeria! 

they don't want us and yet they will not let 

us go”. I tried to dissuade him from this 

line of thought but I doubt if I succeeded. 

If we give pure federalism a chance, every 

voice will count and every culture and 

religion will be recognized. Having a 

federalism can also help us in dealing with 

the thorny prickly issues. If we cannot 

agree, we can at least agree to disagree, 

respectfully. The first prerequisite for 

chaos is the disrespect, the disdain, the 

cultural illiteracy, and insensitivity with 

which we treat each other as individuals, 

ethnic group, regions, and religions. Let 

us look at true federalism and how and 

why we need to apply it to the governance 

and administration of our country. The 

f o r g o i n g  i s  a n  e x c e r p t  f r o m  

britanica.com:
Federa l i sm, mode of  po l i t i ca l  

organization that unites separate states 

or other polities within an overarching 

political system in a way that allows each 

to maintain its own integrity. Federal 

systems do this by requiring that basic 

policies be made and implemented 

through negotiation in some form, so that 

all the members can share in making and 

executing decisions. The political 

principles that animate federal systems 

emphasize the primacy of bargaining and 

negotiated coordination among several 

power centres; they stress the virtues of 

dispersed power centres as a means for 

safeguarding individual and local 

liberties.
The various political systems that call 

themselves federal differ in many ways. 

Certain characteristics and principles, 

however, are common to all truly federal 

systems.First, the federal relationship 

must be established or confirmed through 

a perpetual covenant of union, usually 

embodied in a written constitution that 

outlines the terms by which power is 

divided or shared; the constitution can be 

altered only by extraordinary procedures. 

These constitutions are distinctive in 

being not simply compacts between 

rulers and ruled but involving the people, 

the general government, and the states 

constituting the federal union. The 

constituent states, moreover, often retain 

constitution-making rights of their own.
Noncentralization
Second, the political system itself must 

reflect the constitution by actually 

diffusing power among a number of 

substantially self-sustaining centres. 

Such a diffusion of power may be termed 

noncentralization. Noncentralization is a 

way of ensuring in practice that the 

authority to participate in exercising 

political power cannot be taken away from 

the general or the state governments 

without common consent.
Areal division of power+-A third element 

of any federal system is what has been 

called in the United States territorial 

democracy. This has two faces: the use of 

areal divisions to ensure neutrality and 

equality in the representation of the 

various groups and interests in the polity 

and the use of such divisions to secure 

local autonomy and representation for 

diverse groups within the same civil 

society. Territorial neutrality has proved 

highly useful in societies that are 

changing, allowing for the representation 

of new interests in proportion to their 

strength simply by allowing their 

supporters to vote in relatively equal 

territorial units. At the same time, the 

accommodation of very diverse groups 

whose differences are fundamental rather 

than transient by giving them territorial 

power bases of their own has enhanced 

the ability of federal systems to function 

as vehicles of political integration while 

preserving democratic government. One 

example of this system may be seen in 

Canada, which includes a population of 

French descent, centred in the province of 

Quebec.
Elements maintaining union: Modern 

federal systems generally provide direct 

lines of communication between the 

citizenry and all the governments that 

serve them. The people may and usually 

do elect representatives to all the 

governments, and all of them may and 

usually do administer programs that 

directly serve the individual citizen.
The existence of those direct lines of 

communication is one of the features 

distinguishing federations from leagues 

or confederations. It is usually based on a 

sense of common nationality binding the 

constituent polities and people together. 

In some countries this sense of nationality 

has been inherited, as in Germany, while 

in the United States, Argentina, and 

Australia it had to be at least partly 

invented. Canada and Switzerland have 

had to evolve this sense in order to hold 

together strongly divergent nationality 

the less you understand”. Can we rethink 

our stance on federalism and federal 

character for the sake of our unity in 

diversity? Can we try federalism in its 

purest form?.
Right now, we are all praying for 

Nigeria. We pray for peace and unity. We 
th

pray that come May 29 , all will be well. 

This is what happens every four years. 

Our hearts always in our mouths. Is this 

necessary? If we decentralize and allow 

for a level of autonomy in the states, the 

battle for the heart and soul of Nigeria will 

become more civil and the states will 

absorb some of this power tussle because 

the explosive power tussle will be 
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Rethinking federal character and federalism (I)

To continue next week
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Continued on page 26

his week at MI, we're celebrating Back History 
Month in the only way we know how–with some Tawesome music. Music is a rich part of black 

history in this country and the priceless records speak 
for themselves. From jazz to soul, from Bob Marley to 
James Brown, these artists have touched the hearts of 
many. So let's celebrate this Black History Month by 
remembering five of the most epic black musicians of 
all time. Will your favorite be on the list?

Continued on page 26

ELL us about your background. How 

d id  you get  s tarted  in  the  Tentertainment industry?
I'm a Jamaican by nationality. I grew up in a 

quiet, picturesque, seaside town with my parents 

and one younger brother. I have always loved 

music but had my mindset on a track career. But 

my love for music won out and I really got 

interested in pursuing a career at 

the end of high school. I decided to 

pursue a music degree which I 

completed in 2007.
How would you describe your 

sound?
I  h a v e  a n  u r b a n  

c o n t e m p o r a r y / C h r i s t i a n  

Contemporary sound flavored with 

a reggae island beat.
Tell us about your song ” I'm 

Alive?” Did you write the song? 

What was your inspiration to 

write the song?
This song was a joint effort 

between myself and Chevaugh 

produced by Barbwiya Music and 

Sean Hill. I got the idea to write a 

song that had a fun sound and 

when I heard the beat the lyrics 

seemed to match right with the 

rhythm. I call it a celebration for 

this moment that God has blessed 

us with. It's a time to step aside 

from your struggles, as we all have 

our struggles, but we can step 

aside for a moment and just be 

grateful for the gift of life.
You have a few singles out 

Muddy Waters, originally McKinley Morganfield, was a major 
player in the post-war blues scene and has become famed as the 
godfather of the modern Chicago blues. After growing up on 
Mississippi's Stovall Plantation, he moved to Chicago and recorded 
his first record for Columbia and Aristocrat records in 1946.

Muddy Waters and his band were to become a rudimentary 
influence on British music after visiting England in 1958.

Fun Fact: Did you know that the Rolling Stones named 
themselves after Muddy Waters' 1950 song, Rolling Stone?

there. When can we expect your album to be 

released?
We are in the final stage of compiling songs 

towards the album. I don't have an exact release 

date, but hopefully, it will be this year.
Do you remember the first time you went 

on stage to perform? Where was it and what 

did it feel like?
Yeah, the first time performing was a real 

K-Anthony had his earliest musical experiences in the church he grew up in, 
in Falmouth, Jamaica. Not happy just singing old hymns, he spent time 
reworking them to make them sound more like the music he heard around 
him. Influenced by the island music, you can hear his love of Reggae, R&B, 
and the sounds of his teenage years of bands such as Boys ll Men. His strong 
musicality shows his classical training gained through his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in music. K-Anthony's songs are well crafted with lyrics front and 
center with a decidedly optimistic tone, but the underlying theme of his 
music is his love for God and hope for the future in his return. K-Anthony has 
a strong desire to bring people who feel lost and don't know where to turn 
using his music as the medium for his message.

Influential black 
musicians of all time

Muddy Waters: The Godfather of Modern Blues

Nat King Cole: The King of Jazz Piano

Nat King Cole is a true great in the world of jazz piano. Cole's 
influential career is a testament to his talents as a pianist and 
performer par excellence. By the age of 12, Cole was playing the 

'It's time to step aside 
from your struggles'
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TRAUMATIC experiences affect 
every aspect of life and all of our 
relationships— perhaps most 
notably our marriage. 

It's not a question of if you or 
your spouse have experienced 
trauma. It's more a question of to 
what degree and have the two of 
you ever considered how past 
trauma might be affecting your 
marriage today.

The aftereffects of trauma can 
present itself in a lot of different 
ways in marriage. Some common 
manifestations include:
�Nightmares or trouble 

sleeping
�Panic attacks
�Angry outbursts and/or a 

rapid escalation of emotions 
during arguments 
�Severe depression
�Disinterest in sexual 

intimacy, or PTSD responses in 
the middle of sexual intimacy
�D i s connec t i o n  and  

emotional withdrawal
What is trauma?
For us to discern how trauma 

might be affecting our marriage, 
we need to fully understand what 
it is. Trauma is an emotional or 
physical injury that has long-
lasting consequences. The effects 
might be evident—such as a 
broken leg due to a car crash—or 
invisible to everyone except the 
survivor and their spouse.

If you've ever gone through 
something traumatic, such as 
childhood abuse or neglect, a 
natural disaster, a violent assault, 
a hate crime, or a pandemic, you 
know that you don't just shake it 
off and move on. Trauma has a 
way of sticking in your brain, 
seeping into your unconscious 
mind, and sparking your nervous 
system. Adverse childhood 
experiences or traumatic events 
in adulthood can have a lasting 
negative impact on your life and 
can lead to the development of 

internal “Wounded Dragons.” 
Relationship Challenges Due 
to Past Trauma

No matter what type of trauma 
you have experienced, it can 
affect your ability to develop and 
maintain a loving relationship. 
And if trauma occurs during 
adulthood, it can negatively 
impact your marriage. Three of 
the most common relationship 
challenges facing people who 
have lived through trauma include 
the following.

 Trust issues
People who have lived through 

traumatic events often lose their 

sense of security and safety. It's 
common to feel like danger is 
lurking around every corner, 
which can make it difficult to trust 
people,  even those  you 
previously trusted. This may 
cause you to create walls in 
relationships in an effort to 
protect yourself from getting 
hurt. But this can backfire. 
Shying away from emotional or 
physical intimacy can make your 
partner feel left out or unfulfilled 
and can create a source of 
tension.

2. Triggered reactions
Anything that remotely reminds 

you of the past trauma—such as 

to scents, sights, or sounds—can 
dredge up painful memories and 
cause involuntary reactions. 
Something as  seemingly  
innocuous as hearing a song can 
trigger a trauma survivor to react 
with  anger,  sadness,  or  
anxiousness. You may lash out at 
your spouse, retreat from them, 
or tune out mentally. For your 
romantic partner, this may seem 
to come out of nowhere. In fact, 
the reaction may be unconscious 
and automatic, meaning you may 
not even realize why you're 
behaving this way.

Fight, flight, or freeze 
response

When you have unprocessed 
trauma or post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD), reminders of 
past trauma may trigger your 
brain's stress response. This 
internal survival mechanism 
kickstarts  whenever  you 
encounter a real or imagined 
threat. It is due largely to the 
amygdala, a region deep in the 
brain that is responsible for our 
“fight, flight, or freeze” response. 
This can be a lifesaver if you're 
ever chased by an angry bear, but 
it can be counterproductive if it 
occurs in everyday situations that 
your brain erroneously interprets 
as dangerous. 

Ways to Heal Past Trauma 
and Improve Relationships

Past trauma doesn't have to get 
in the way of a happy marriage. 
Working through the emotional 
pain of traumatic events can be 
helpful  in preventing or 
ove rcoming  re l a t i onsh ip  
problems. Some of the most 
helpful therapies include:

 This therapy aims to help 
trauma survivors overcome 
anxiety, depression, guilt, anger, 
powerlessness, self-abuse, and 
acting out. When you gain 
greater control over your 
emotions, it can help you cope 
more effectively with the normal 
ups and downs of married life.

Stop ignoring past 
trauma.  It 's  normal  to  
experience painful emotions 
related to past trauma, but many 
people attempt to block out 
those emotions.  This  is  
counterproductive, as scientific 
research shows that avoidance 
i n c r e a s e s  t h e  r i s k  o f  
psychological issues, such as 
PTSD, depression, anxiety 
disorders, and more. When you 
are struggling, try talking to your 
significant other rather than 
shutting them out. 

 Th is  he lp fu l  form of  
psychotherapy can minimize the 
emotional pain associated with 
trauma. EMDR, which involves 
moving the eyes from side to 
side while bringing up traumatic 
memories, helps remove the 
emotional charges connected to 
those memories. Processing 
traumatic memories with this 
therapy aids in rewiring and 
calming the brain, which can help 
you react in healthier ways to 
everyday stresses.

When you address past trauma 
and learn to process it in a 
healthy way, it provides a path to 
less stress with your partner and 
a deeper, more intimate, and 
more fulfilling relationship.

Source:Verywellmind.come

Surprising ways Trauma contributes to marital conflict
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Living

Dealing with spending habits of your spouse
By RACHAEL PACE

NEARLY al l  relat ionships 
encounter issues, and one of the 
most common differences that 
relationships might face is 
money or spending habits. 
Financial issues occur when one 
person in the relationship often 
spends more than the other 
person or doesn't have a plan to 
save money.

Financial management is 
essential to any healthy 
relationship as it helps avoid 
conflicts and maintain trust in 
your marriage. If you want to 
learn more about spending 
habits and make sure you and 
your spouse are on the same 
page, keep reading this article 
for pertinent details.

. Share your views
Perhaps the first thing you 

should do when you are 
concerned about spending or 
trying to make financial 
decisions is talk about your 
views on money. Financial 
c ommun i ca t i on  i n c l udes  
discussing how you were raised 
to feel about money and your 
financial status.

 Discuss your options
Discussing your options means 

things like talking about bills and 
how much each of you will 
contribute. If one of you has an 
outstanding debt or something 
else that could impact both of 
you, it is a good idea to decide 
how to handle paying these 
things off.

. Make a plan

After you determine together 
what bills you need to keep on 
top of and know what each 
person will be able to add to the 
equation, you should decide 
how to handle these payments. 
Specific bills may be assigned to 
one person, while the other 
person is responsible for others.

Be sure that both parties are 
satisfied with the plan you 
decide on and that it is 
manageable. When you are 
wondering how to control 
spending habits, this is one of 
the steps to do this. Understand 

that there will be unanticipated 
expenses too, so prepare for the 
unexpected too.

 Start a budget
Once you get the hang of 

paying the bills and your plan is 
working, you should take this a 
s t ep  f u r t he r  and  s t a r t  
budgeting. Budgeting is key in 
how to change spending habits. 
It also leaves your household 
some room to start saving 
money, in some instances.

 Keep communication open
While you are in the process of 

working towards your goal and 
incorporating your budget, it is 
necessary to keep the lines of 
communication open, especially 
in terms of money and financial 
decisions.

If one person slips up, you 
need to be honest with your 
partner about this. This way, you 
can be sure to work through 
small things that might come up 
together.

 Separate bank accounts
If both you and your spouse are 

used to having separate bank 
accounts, you may want to 
consider making this work for 
you. You can decide together if 
you want to obtain a joint bank 
account and for what purposes 
you would use this account.

You can also ascertain what 
purposes your personal bank 
accounts will cover. For example, 
if one person in a relationship 
feels like I don't like spending 
money, this may be an excellent 
way to save money for future 
goals or per the budget put in 
place.

7. Come to an agreement
You need to make sure that you 

and your spouse agree about 
what the finances should look 
like, what you are saving for, and 
anything else that may happen 
unexpectedly. Be candid about 
your opinions and keep an open 
mind when your spouse tells you 
about theirs.

 Stay on the same page
It can be an arduous process to 

talk about your spending habits, 
especially if you are used to 
being able to buy what you want 
without being questioned. But 
you don't have to be scared to 
spend money either.

There should be a bit of wiggle 
room in any budget, so you can 
both get some of the things you 
want without neglecting the 
household expenses. Getting 

your spending habits in line with 
your spouse's can take time, but 
it is possible.

 Consider counseling
When you cannot come 

together to adjust your spending 
habits, you may need to attend 
counseling to address the 
problem. It may not be as easy 
as watching what you spend, 
where you may need to work out 
more significant issues instead.

Talking to a therapist may also 
offer you a safe space to say that 
you have a spending problem 
when you can't say it to your 
spouse. A counselor can help 
you avoid financial infidelity by 
helping you communicate better 
with your spouse.

Financial infidelity is secretly 
indulging in financial behavior 
that your partner disapproves of. 
Hiding the details of financial 
infidelity involves lying and 
breaking the trust that your 
partner has placed in you. 
Research reveals that this can 
cause significant problems in the 
relationship.

Moreover, you can work with a 
financial counselor, who may be 
able to assist you when it comes 
to looking at the big picture of 
your finances and explaining 
how to make the little things 
work for your purposes.

. Keep at it
Don't stop working at keeping 

your household finances where 
they need to be. Make sure you 
are following your budget and 
the plans you put in place with 
your spouse.

Celebrate with your spouse 
once you meet these goals. It 
can get tedious and draining 
when you and your partner are 
controlling your spending 
instincts. Celebrating will add a 
bit of fun and motivation to your 
financial journey with your 
partner.





ESAME seeds have many 
potential health benefits. SFor instance, they may 

protect against heart disease, 
diabetes, and arthritis. But you 
may need to eat significant 
amounts — a small handful per day 
— to gain health benefits.Fiber is 
well known for supporting 
digestive health. Additionally, 
growing evidence suggests that 
fiber may play a role in reducing 
your risk of heart disease, certain 
cancers, obesity, and type 2 
diabetes (4Trusted Source)..

Sesame seeds consist of 15% 
s a t u r a t e d  f a t ,  4 1 %  
polyunsaturated fat, and 39% 
monounsaturated fat (3Trusted 
Source).

Research indicates that eating 
more polyunsaturated and 
monounsaturated fat relative to 
saturated fat may help lower your 
cholesterol and reduce heart 
disease risk 

What's more, sesame seeds 
contain two types of plant 
compounds — lignans and 
phytosterols — that may also have 
cholesterol-lowering effects 

Protein is essential for your 
health, as it helps build everything 
from muscles to hormones.

Notably, sesame seeds are low in 
lysine, an essential amino acid 
more abundant in animal products. 

However, vegans and vegetarians 
can compensate by consuming 
high-lysine plant proteins — 
particularly legumes, such as 
kidney beans and chickpeas (14, 
17Trusted Source, 18Trusted 
Source).

On the other hand, sesame seeds 
are high in methionine and 
cysteine, two amino acids that 
legumes don't provide in large 
a m o u n t s  S e s a m e
seeds — par May Help Lower 
Blood Pressure

High blood pressure is a major risk 
factor for heart disease and stroke 
(19Trusted Source).

Sesame seeds are high in 
magnesium, which may help lower 
blood pressure (20Trusted Source).

Additionally, lignans, vitamin E, 
and other antioxidants in sesame 
seeds may help prevent plaque 
buildup in your arteries, potentially 
maintaining healthy blood pressure 
(21Trusted Source, 22Trusted 
Source).

In one study, people with high 
blood pressure consumed 2.5 
grams of powdered, black sesame 
seeds — a less common variety — in 
capsule form every day.

At the end of one month, they 
experienced a 6% decrease in 
systolic blood pressure — the top 
number of a blood pressure reading 
— compared to the placebo group 
(23Trusted Source).

Summary 
Sesame seeds are high in 

magnesium, which may help lower 
blood pressure. Additionally,
their antioxidants may help 
prevent plaque buildup.

5. May Support Healthy Bones
Sesame seeds — both unhulled 

and hulled — are rich in several 
nutrients that boost bone health, 
though the calcium is mainly in the 
hull 

 May Reduce Inflammation
Sesame seeds may f ight 

inflammation.
L o n g - t e r m ,  l o w - l e v e l  

inflammation may play a role in 
many chronic conditions, including 
obesity and cancer, as well as heart 
and kidney disease  Preliminary
research suggests that sesame 
seeds and their oil may have anti-
inflammatory properties.

. Good Source of B Vitamins
Sesame seeds are a good source 

of certain B vitamins, which are 
distributed both in the hull and 
seed (15).

B vitamins are essential for many 
bodily processes, including proper 
cell function and metabolism  
Sesame seeds are aood source of 
thiamine, niacin, and vitamin B6, 
which are necessary for proper 
cellular function and metabolism.

 May Aid Blood Cell Formation
To make red blood cells, your 

body needs several nutrients — 
including ones found in sesame 
seeds.  Sesame seeds supply iron, 
copper, and vitamin B6, which are 
needed for blood cell formation and 
function.

 May Aid Blood Sugar Control
Sesame seeds are low in carbs 

while high in protein and healthy 
fats — all of which may support 
blood sugar control Sesame
seeds may aid blood sugar control 
because they're low in carbs and 
high in quality protein and healthy 
fats. What's more, they contain a 
plant compound that may help in 
this regard.

Rich in Antioxidants
Animal and human studies 

suggest that consuming sesame 
seeds may increase the overall 
amount of antioxidant activity. 

Plant compounds and vitamin E in 
sesame seeds funct ion as 
antioxidants, which combat
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oxidative stress in your body.
 May Support Your Immune 

System
Sesame seeds are a good source 

of several nutrients crucial for your 
immune system, including zinc, 
selenium, copper, iron, vitamin B6, 
and vitamin E .

For example, your body needs 
zinc to develop and activate 
certain white blood cells that 
recognize and attack invading 
microbes.

Keep in mind that even mild to 
moderate zinc deficiency can 
impair immune system activity 
S e s a m e
seeds are a good source of several 
nutrients that are important for 
immune sys tem func t ion ,  
including zinc, selenium, copper, 
iron, vitamin B6, and vitamin E.

May Soothe Arthritic Knee 
Pain

Osteoarthritis is the most 
common cause of joint pain and 
frequently affects the knees. 

Several factors may play a role in 
arthritis, including inflammation 
and oxidative damage to the 
cartilage that cushions joints 
spoons (40 grams) of sesame seed 
powder daily alongside drug 
therapy. They experienced a 63% 
decrease in knee pain compared to 
only a 22% decrease for  Sesamin,
a compound in sesame seeds, may 
help reduce joint pain and support 
mobility in arthritis of the knee.

 May Support Thyroid Health
Sesame seeds are a good source 

of selenium, supplying 18% of the 

RDI in both unhulled and hulled 
seeds 

Your thyroid gland contains the 
highest concentration of selenium 
of any organ in your body. This 
mineral plays a vital role in making 
thyro id  hormones Sesame
seeds are good sources of nutrients 
— such as selenium, iron, copper, 
zinc, and vitamin B6 — that 
support thyroid health.

May Aid Hormone Balance 
During Menopause

S e s a m e  s e e d s  c o n t a i n  
phytoestrogens, plant compounds 
that are similar to the hormone 
estrogen (58Trusted Source, 
59Trusted Source).

Therefore, sesame seeds might 
be beneficial for women when 
estrogen levels drop during 
menopause.  For  example ,  
phy toes t rogens  may  he lp  
counteract hot flashes and other 
symptoms of low estrogen 

What's more, these compounds 
may decrease your risk of certain 
diseases — such as breast cancer 
— during menopause. However, 
further research is needed  
Phytoestrogens are compounds 
found in sesame seeds that may 
benefit women who are undergoing
menopause.

 Easy to Add to Your Diet
Sesame seeds can give a nutty 

flavor and subtle crunch to many 
dishes. 

To enhance the flavor and 
nutrient availability of sesame 
seeds, roast them.

Sosurce: Healthnews.com

Health

Health and nutrition benefits of Sesame Seeds



SUNDAY STANDARD, March 26, 2023  Page 23

T has been found that there 

is a strong correlation Ibetween trade and national 

economic prosperity. But to have 

an efficient cross-border, we must 

have easier procedures and make 

border processes smooth. In a 

study conducted by the World 

Bank, which used data from 118 

countries over nearly 50 years 

(1950-1998), it was found that 

countries that opened up their 

economies to international trade 

through well-balanced border 

m a n a g e m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  

experienced a boost of about 

1.5% in their average annual GDP 

growth rates.
The importance of an efficient 

border management system 

couldn’t be more emphasised for 

Nigeria. Not only can a well-

manned border significantly 

improve Nigeria’s international 

trade position, it can increase the 

country’s average annual GDP by 

1.5% annually, and improve its 

export trade, thereby enabling 

the country to earn scarce foreign 

exchange.
Nigeria has about 86 official land 

borders and 14 seaport borders; 

and it must strengthen all its 

border posts if it wants to improve 

its international trade standing. 

The Nigerian Bureau of Statistics 

(NBS) recently reported that 

Nigeria’s foreign trade rose to 

#52.4 trillion in 2022, indicating 

an increase of 31.8% compared 

to the #39.75 trillion in foreign 

trade figures recorded in 2021. A 

more detailed breakdown of the 

total trade data shows that 

Nigeria’s export surged 41.7% to 

#26.8 trillion in the reviewed 

trade year compared to imports, 

which surged from 22.5% to 

#25.5 tr i l l ion.  This is  a 

remarkable feat as this is the first 

time Nigeria crosses the #20 

trillion thresholds in total exports.
However, much work still needs 

to be done on Nigeria’s export 

base if the country is to reach the 

export levels of some of the 

wor ld ’s b iggest export ing 

countries like China—with an 

export trade of more than $2.3 

billion, United States—with an 

export trade of more than $1.6 

trillion; Germany—with an export 

trade of more than $1.5 trillion, 

Japan—with an export trade of 

more than $683 trillion and The 

Netherlands—with an export 

trade of more than $672 billion.
Now, let us explore how Nigeria 

can better enhance its border 

management procedures to 

ensure free trade:
1. Improve border security 

through massive technological 

deployment
Nigeria is bordered to the North 

by the Republic of Niger, to the 

East by Chad and Cameroon, to 

the South by the Gulf of Guinea of 

the Atlantic Ocean, and to the 

West by the Benin Republic. 

Nonetheless, Nigeria is still 

besieged by poor border security 

even though its neighbours are 

clearly delineated.
It is estimated that 137 Nigerian 

border posts to the North are 

unmanned, and the 1,400 

kilometres of border distance 

between Nigeria and Niger 

remains poorly supervised. 

Doubtless, this porous border 

situation has led to a great many 

cases of smuggling, terrorism, 

banditry, kidnapping, and many 

o the r  un toward  secu r i t y  

situations that are currently 

bedevilling the country, as the 

porous borders allow the 

incursion of undocumented 

marauders into the country.
Nigeria can improve its border 

checkpoints by deploying cross-

cutting infrastructure across its 

border checkpoints. This can be 

done through the deployment of 

c o n t r a b a n d - d e t e c t i o n  

technologies, ramping up of the 

use of CCTV coverage with a live 

feed to monitors, implementation 

of anti-drone technologies, 

e m p l o y m e n t  o f  r e m o t e  

technologies like virtual reality 

(VR) and instant messenger (IM) 

tools, thermal imagers, infra-red 

and laser alarms, aerostats, 

ground sensors, sonar systems, 

fibre-optic sensors, amongst 

m a n y  o t h e r  u p - t o - d a t e  

technological security apparatus. 

The argument for the importance 

of modern security software 

across national borders has been 

canvassed by many security 

experts worldwide, not least by 

Vanda Ms. Felbab-Brown before 

the US Congress.
The Nigerian Immigration 

System (NIS) has implemented 

t h e  M a n d a t e d  I d e n t i t y  

Authentication System (MIDAS) 

across six Nigerian land border 

posts, two seaport border control 

posts, and three NIS State 

Commands. The MIDAS system 

allows for collecting, processing, 

storing, and analysing traveller 

information in Nigeria in real-time 

across the global border network. 

The NIS is advised to deploy the 

system in more border posts 

across Nigeria.
2. Investing heavily in border 

infrastructure
In May 2022, the West African 

Association for Cross-Border 

Trade in Agro Forestry, Pastoral, 

Fisheries Product and Food 

(WACTAF) stated that the lack of 

optimum infrastructure across 

many west African borders 

continues to hinder the smooth 

flow of trade across the west 

A f r i c an  co r r i do r—N ige r i a  

inclusive. Taiwo Oyaniran, an 

associate at global professional 

services firm Price water house 

Coopers (PwC), has lamented 

poor in f rastructure as a 

hindrance to cross-border trade 

in Nigeria.

According to him, poor road 

infrastructure, lack of cold chain 

logistics, and dishevelled ICT and 

eCommerce infrastructure across 

many border hotspots in Nigeria, 

especially in the rural areas, all 

play a significant role in Nigeria’s 

disadvantaged position in cross-

border trade. We can conclude 

that poor border infrastructure 

and bottlenecks at Nigeria’s 

seaports would significantly 

hinder the country’s capacity to 

take full advantage of the African 

C o n t i n e n t a l  F r e e  Tr a d e  

Agreement (AfCFTA)—the largest 

f ree trade agreement by 

participating countries.
To scale up border infrastructure 

and improve cross-border 

connectivity across Nigeria and its 

neighbouring countries, the 

government of Nigeria will have to 

invest heavily in crucial cross-

border infrastructure l ike 

highways, br idges, inland 

waterways, railroads, electricity 

lines, and fuel pipelines. Other 

initiatives that can improve cross-

border creating necessary 

facelifts like border village 

infrastructure, housing and 

tourist centres, road connectivity 

s t ruc tu res ,  decen t ra l i s ed  

renewable energy, and many 

more.
S o m e  o f  t h e s e  b o r d e r  

infrastructures have already been 

set up in many border hotspots 

across the world, like the border 

region between China and 

Pakistan.
Conclusion
Nigeria’s border health is 

fundamental to the country’s 

economic prosperity. Therefore, 

for it to steadily improve its trade 

position in Africa and on the global 

scale, it needs safer, well-built, 

and  we l l -manned  bo rde r  

systems. Consequently, this can 

improve its GDP growth by an 

average of at least 1.5% annually, 

lifting many Nigerians out of 

poverty.
This should be top-priority for 

policymakers in the 10th national 

assembly – to implement a 

signif icant portion of the 

suggestions adduced above as 

they will, in no small way, help to 

improve Nigeria’s border situation 

massively—and by extension, 

Nigeria’s relevance in global trade 

and economy.

Adebayo

Borders are central to the smooth conduct of international trade because goods cannot move between countries unless they 
legally pass through their borders.  writes ADEBAYO ADELEKE.

Improving Nigeria's border management for free trade

“To scale up border infrastructure and improve cross-border 
connectivity across Nigeria and its neighbouring countries, the 
government of Nigeria will have to invest heavily in crucial cross-
border infrastructure like highways, bridges, inland waterways, 
railroads, electricity lines, and fuel pipelines. Other initiatives 
that can improve cross-border creating necessary facelifts like 
border village infrastructure, housing and tourist centres, road 
connectivity structures, decentralised renewable energy, and 
many more. Some of these border infrastructures have already 
been set up in many border hotspots across the world, like the 
border region between China and Pakistan.”







learning experience. It was in Kingston, 

Jamaica. I was very nervous looking out in 

the sea of eyes, but after a few songs, I was 

able to keep my nerves in check.
What projects are you working on 

right now?
I am working on a few LPs and, of course, 

getting the final touches done on a song 

towards my album. I also have a music video 

that was shot in Jamaica and will soon 

be premiered. I am excited about 

it, it has some really nice scenes.
If you were stuck on a 

deserted island and given 

the choice of 5 songs to 

put on your music player 

which artists would it 

be?
All of Me by John 

Legend, Color of Love by 

Boys to Men, Smile for 

M e  J a m a i c a  b y  

Chronixx, Back at One 

by Brian McKnight, and 

All Things are Working 

by Fred Hammond.
My favorite guilty 

pleasure is…
Well, it would have to 

be some sweet snack 

or pistachio ice cream.
What is the book, 

movie, or song that 

changed your life?
One book that really 

made a great impression on 

my life was Gifted Hands by 

Ben Carson. I was captivated by 

his life story and the possibility of 

doing great from small beginnings.
I feel happiest for the day 

when…
I am with my Family.
A song I can hear a billion times 

and never get sick of…
This will definitely be one for the 

future. I have not written it yet.
A movie I can watch a thousand 

times and never get sick of…
I like this movie called Finding Forrester. It's 

about how an aspiring young writer crosses paths 

with a once-famous writer who helped to set him 

on the path to success. It's a great story.
Growing up my hero was…
I didn't really have any heroes. I was really into 

track and field, still, am. So, my star back then 

was Michael Johnson.
When I started paying attention to music, I was 

really into groups like Boyz to Men. In terms of 

gospel, I was drawn to the Acappella group. A few 

of us as teenagers formed an a cappella group 

that went around singing at various church 

events so that was the genesis of my interest in 

music.
Thanks for your time. Do you any closing 

thoughts?
Yeah, just want you to be on the lookout for the 

LPs and album coming soon. I also want someone 

reading this to know that God is working it out for 

you. Be encouraged and trust Him.
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Continued from page 18

Continued from page 18 organ in his father's church. He would later form the King Cole Trio 
whose iconic singles are known the world over.

Such was Cole's popularity, that he was offered his own network 
variety program on NBC in 1956. The Nat King Cole Show was the 
first network variety program to be hosted by an African American. 
Though this was a huge success, Cole's show would end after one 
season–the result of bigotry from sponsors reluctant to be 
associated with a black entertainer.

Bob Marley: The Reggae Icon

Bob Marley is arguably the undisputed king of reggae. Born 
Robert Nesta Marley, the Jamaican musician brought reggae into 
global popularity. Marley expertly blended reggae elements with 
ska and rocksteady to create his distinctive sound. Bob Marley's 
popularity soared and he has the hits to prove it.

Think No Woman No Cry, Buffalo Soldier, I Shot the Sheriff…the 
list goes on and on. Though Marley died at the young age of 36 
after a cancer diagnosis, his influence has been truly out of this 
world. Marley is not only a music hero but lives on as an important 
symbol of spirituality and Rastafarian culture through music.

Aretha Franklin: The Queen of Soul

Aretha Franklin started off as a church singer during the Civil 
Rights era in Detroit and became known as the Queen of Soul. Her 
songs are undisputed hits all over the world.

Who could ever forget the powerful lyricism of Respect, Natural 
Woman, or I Say A Little Prayer?

But Aretha's impact reaches far beyond records and she has used 
her voice as a powerful tool for activism. She performed two 
presidential inaugurations and released critically acclaimed 
albums supporting young, black artists. This woman is certainly 
deserving of her title as the Queen of Soul.

Influential black 
musicians of all time

'It's time to step aside 
from your struggles'
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ROPHET Moses Essessein 
of the Mountain of Fire PMinistry Bassa, has warned 

the wife of one Adewumi Abayomi 
who has been victim of his sexual 
assualt to stop exposing him or he 
would make her husband go mad 
and be taken to the village.
  The victim who was testifying as 
PW3 in the case between the 
Platau State Commissioner of 
Police and Prophet Moses Essesse 
in before West of Mines High Court 
Jos, where she told the court that 
the Prophet sent his secretary, one 
Paul Nimmyel, the 2nd Defendant 
recently.

When she reported the case to 
the A-Division Jos, but the 1st 
Defendant denied having any 
canal knowledge of the woman, 
but she insisted and asked the 
Investigating Police Officer (IPO) 
in charge to take off the clothes of 
the Prophet and they would see 
some spots and marks on his body. 
And that was done and behold, it 
was exactly as she insisted.

However, she alleged that the 
next day while she was in her shop 
around 6pm and was about to 
close, the Prophet's secretary 
came to her shop with 8 anti-
cultism police squad wearing black 
masks and picked her to A- 
Division where Prophet Moses 
Essesse in was already there. 

She said, "I called my husband 
and the two of us were transferred 
to C-Division without writing a 
statement and we were locked up 
there until our lawyer came to our 
rescue the following day. As it is 
now, two of our phones were 
seized and they are still with the 
police. When the Prophet went 

back to his Ministry, I was told  
that he was bragging to members 
that Abayomi and wife were 
arrested by his boys for lying 
against him".

During cross examination, 
Counsel to the 1st and 2nd 
Defendants, said the victim who is 
PW3 just cocked up all these 
stories to blackmail his client 
because he suspended her as one 
of his Pastors and refused to 
marry her after leaving her 
husband. 

 It would be recalled that the 

victain alleged that the Prophet 
took her, Mrs. Adewomi to one 
Gravity Hotel under the guise of 
going for evangelism and was 
served with a wine that was 
drugged and it divies her season. 
Only for her to find herself naked 
in bed the following day.

Presiding over the case, Justice 
Zakka Dung, after listening to 
testimony of PW3 and her 
r e s p o n s e s  d u r i n g  c r o s s  
e x a m i n a t i o n  b y  C o u n s e l  
adjourned the case to April 27, 
2023 to enable the court entertain 
the next witness who would be 
PW4 respectively.

Stop revelation or your husband 
goes  mad-Prophet

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

HE Kogi State office of  Tthe Agro-Climatic 

Resilience in Semi-Arid 

Landscapes (ACReSAL) 

Project for Nigeria has 

received a delegation 

from ACReSAL office from 

Yobe State on study tour 

of achievements recorded 

under Governor Yahaya 

Bello's administration.
The ACReSAL team from 

Yobe State, on the 

instruction of the World 

Bank, was in the state to 

u n d e r s t u d y  t h e  

performance of ACReSAL, 

formally NEWMAP, on the 

achievements recorded  

under the administration 

of Governor Yahaya Bello.
The Yobe team arrived 

t h e  s t a t e ,  w o u l d  

understudy how the Kogi 

State ACReSAL, formerly 

NEWMAP was able to do 

well and to achieve 

o u t s t a n d i n g  

achievements that caught 

the attention of the World 

Bank.
The Yobe team will use 

the visit to learn how the 

Kogi State office for 

ACReSAL was able to 

perform to the admiration 

of the World Bank in 

project execution.

T h e  K o g i  S t a t e  

ACReSAL ,  f o rme r l y  

NEWMAP is adjudged by 

the World Bank to have 

made unprecedented 

achievements in project 

execution, an effort under 

the leadership of Gov. 

Bel lo that saw the 

intervention and project 

execution by NEWMAP 

now ACReSAL receiving 

accolades.
The ACReSAL team from 

Kogi and Yobe State was 

gang to visit project sites 

for inspection of ACReSAL 

projects executed under 

the leadership of Gov 

Yahaya Bello.
Receiving the Yobe 

team, the Kogi State 

Commissioner For For 

Environment, Hon. Victor 

A d e w a l e  O m o f a i y e  

des c r i bed  t he  f ea t  

achieved by the Kogi 

State ACReSAL as a 

p r oduc t  o f  dogged  

determination of Gov. 

Yahaya Bello. 
The  Commiss i one r  

assured that the visit will 

be rewarding, promising 

that the Kogi State 

ACReSAL is resolved to 

doing more in the coming 

years.
S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  

development, the Kogi 

State Project Coordinator, 

ACReSAL, Barr. Ladi Jatto, 

described the visit by the 

Y o b e  t e a m  a s  

commendable, and said 

the visit will be used by 

the Yobe team to learn 

and for peer review 

mechanism by the two 

states.

ACReSAL team 
arrives Kogi on 

appraisal 
From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

H E  N a t i o n a l  TU n i v e r s i t i e s  

Commission (NUC) has 

fu l l y  acc red i ta ted  7  

academic programmes of 

the Salem University 

Lokoja in Kogi. Its Vice 

Chancellor, Prof. Alewo 

Johnson-Akubo has said.
The seven accredited 

courses in BSc are: 

C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e ,  

Information Technology, 

Geology, Microbiology, 

Biochemistry and MSc/MBA 

Business Administration.
Speaking to newsmen on 

Wednesday in Lokoja, the 

VC said, “With the new 

development, al l  our 

courses are now fully 

accredited.”
Johnson-Akubo said that 

the NUC approval was 

Bello

contained in a letter to him 

dated March 9, and signed 

by Arc. S.S. Ikani, Deputy 

D i rec tor  (P rogramme 

Accreditation) for the NUC 

Executive Secretary, Prof 

Abubakar Rasheed.
The elated VC said that the 

approval letter came as a 

cheering news to the 

management, staff and 

students of the institution, 

w h i c h  n e e d e d  t h e  

accreditation to continue to 

operate as a full-fledged 

university.
"The accredited courses 

were sequel to the NUC's 

organised accreditation 

visit to our academic 

p r og rammes  i n  l a s t  

November/December.
“We give God the glory now 

that all our programmes in 

the seven Colleges have 

been fully accredited by the 

NUC.
“ I n  f a c t ,  w i t h  t h i s  

acc red i ta t ion ,  Sa lem 

University Lokoja can admit 

more students in the 

2022/2023 academic year, 

whose admission is still 

opened, ” he said.
Johnson-Akubo said, “By 

the way, with the kind of 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  

development we have in 

Salem University, we have 

what it takes to admit more 

students now.”
The VC was full of praises to 

the Chancellor of the 

University, Archbishop Sam 

Amaga, for what he 

d e s c r i b e d  a s ,  h i s  

“ i m p r e s s i v e ”  a n d  

“encouraging” leadership 

qualit ies, driving the 

university to greater 

heights.

NUC accredits 7 courses of 
Salem University 

LokojaFrom AMEDU JOSEPH,  
Lokoja

Onyeka

H E  C h i e f  o f  TAdministration (Army), 
Maj.-Gen. Okpe Ali, says the 
understanding of the major 
indigenous languages by the 
troops of the Nigerian Army 
will enhance their operations.

Ali said this during the 
i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Ind igenous  Languages  
Course 12/2023 organised by 
the Nigerian Army Resource 
Centre (NARC) on Thursday 
in Abuja.

He said the conduct of the 
previous 11 courses recorded 
tremendous success and 
informed the need to 
c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h e  
programme.

He said the 12th batch was 
being conducted for officers 
and soldiers of 2

Division, 81 Division and 
A r m y  H e a d q u a r t e r s ’  
departments and units within 
Abuja.

According to him, the aim of 
conducting the ILC is to 
ensure that army personnel 
are proficient in Hausa, Igbo 
and Yoruba.

“As you are all aware, 
Nigeria is a multi-ethnic and 
multilingual society with the 
largest number of indigenous 
languages in the West African 
Sub-Region as well as the 
most populous nation on the 
African continent.

“ T h u s ,  o u r  e t h n i c  
heterogeneity coupled with 
large population are drivers 
of conflicts posing serious 
c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h e  
management of internal 
security as seen in the high 
and volatile level of ethno-

rel igious confl icts and 
increase in the number of 
violent non-state actors and 
groups across the country.

“The threats posed by these 
groups and in fuelling 
conflicts have necessitated 
the deployment of troops in 
almost all the 36 states of the 
federation for internal 
security operations in aid of 
civil authorities.

“Thus, the importance and 
need for army personnel to 
unde r s t and  t he  l o ca l  
languages, particularly in the 
areas where they operate will 
build trust and confidence in 
troops by the locals,” he said.

He added that the 2016 
Order of Battle and its 
subsequent implementation 
had led to the establishment 
of new formations and units 
across the country where 
most of the residents spoke 
on ly  the i r  ind igenous  
languages.

“This situation requires that 
all Nigerian army officers and 
soldiers have the basic 
knowledge of the three major 
languages that are widely 
spoken within the Nigerian 
operational environment.

“This will among others 
promote esprit-de-corps 
among personnel; afford 
t roops  the  ab i l i ty  to  
effectively communicate with 
t h e  l o c a l s  and  mos t  
impor tan t l y  a s s i s t  i n  
gathering intelligence which 
is necessary in the execution 
of assigned tasks,” he said.

Ali said the 21st Century 
operational environment had 
changed with the emergence 

of the human domain of 
operation, which, according 
to him, comprises humans as 
physical beings, thought of 
mind, action and what they 
create.

He said the military’s 
objective in the human 
domain was the ability to 
i n f l u e n c e  t a r g e t e d  
individuals and groups better 
than the adversary.

Languages, according to 
him, are seen as the best 
mirrors of the human mind, 
which in turn determine 
action and events.

“Consequently, a key 
requirement for success in 
the human domain operation 
is the ability to communicate 
with the local population 
which hinges on mastery of 
indigenous languages within 
the operating environment,” 
he said.

The Director General of 
NARC, retired Maj.-Gen. 
G a r b a  W a h a b ,  s a i d  
understanding of local 
languages by troops was 
essent ial  to achieving 
success in the ongoing 
internal security operations 
across the country.

Wahab said the deployment 
of the military in nearly all the 
states of the federation had 
made it imperative for army 
personnel to be able to 
communica te  in  l oca l  
languages rather than 
English.

According to him, there are 

some words we find very 

difficult to translate, so when 

you understand each other, it 

is easier to deal with locals 

and people from particular 

areas and speak their 

language.
“They feel this is one of us 

and that is the essence.
“I believe that if you can 

speak my language I can 

unde r s t and  you ,  a nd  

misunderstanding is reduced 

to great extent,” he said.
Wahab said the centre was 

planning to expand the 

course to  other  loca l  

languages other than the 

t h ree  ma jo r  N i ge r i an  

languages. (NAN) 

Understanding local languages will enhance 
operations – Army
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O V E R N O R  
Muhammad Inuwa  of GGombe State has 

called on Muslim clerics to 
preach on the importance of 
peaceful coexistence during 
their Tafsir sessions.

In a goodwill message to 
mark the commencement of 
the Ramadan fast, Governor 
Inuwa also appealed to them 
to avoid anything that would 
jeopardise the peace and 
unity of the state and the 
country.

Governor Yahaya who 
admonished the well-to- do 
individuals in the society to 
assist those in need during 
the season, also enjoined the 
Muslim Ummah and the 
citizenry in general to use the 
period to pray fervently for 
peace, development as well 
as prosperity of the state and 
Nigeria. 

He particularly admonished 
Muslims to embrace piety as 
demanded of them during the 
month- long fast. 

According to him, “as one of 
the five pillars of Islam, 
Ramadan fast avails the 
Ummah a golden opportunity 
for spiritual rejuvenation and 
devotion through supplication 
and other acts of worship.

"We therefore must use this 
opportunity to pray fervently 

for our dear state and the 
nation as well as for those in 
authority as we collectively 
battle to combat the many 
socio-economic challenges 
fac ing our nat ion and 
humanity", he said.

He expressed optimism that 
with prayers, commitment 
and patriotism of the citizens, 
the country will surely 
overcome its challenges and 
emerge stronger.

Governor  Inuwa then 
admonished the Muslim 

U m m a h  t o  a l w a y s  
demonstrate in their lives the 
spirit and ideals of Ramadan 
and by extension, Islam by 
living according to the tenets 
of  the re l ig ion,  which 
promotes peace, kindness and 
obedience.

On the part of government, 
Inuwa said, “We shall continue 
to live up to our commitment 
o f  e n s u r i n g  p e a c e f u l  
coexistence as well as 
guaranteeing security and 
wellbeing of the people".

Ramadan: Preach peaceful coexistence,
intensify prayers for development 

- Inuwa

From 
WILLIE ATTAH, Gombe

 Inuwa

Bello

RADE in solid minerals Tgoods accounted for 0.47 
percent ofN55.15 billion of 
total trade in the fourth 
quarter of last year.

The National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) that stated 
this in itsreport said solid 
minerals exports in the period 
under review wasN21.03 
billion.

The document which THE 
NIGERIA STANDARD obtained 
recently,said “The value of 
total trade in solid minerals 
goods in Q4, 2022stood at 
N55.15 billion, representing 
0.47 percent of total trade 
inQ4, 2022 of which solid 
minerals exports stood at 
N21.03 billion.

According to NBS, this shows 
decrease of 6.41 percent 
c ompa red to  t he  va l ue  
recorded in Q3, 2022 (N22.47 

billion).
NBS said, however, it 

increased by 55.07 percent 
when  compared to  t he  
corresponding quarter of 2021 
(N13.56 billion).

The major exported sold 
minerals goods, said the 
Bureau, were'Other excluding 
white cement to Niger, valued 
at N5.21 billion,followed by 
“Tin ores and concentrates' 
worth N3.74 bi l l ion to
Malaysia.

It noted that, on the other 
hand, solid mineral imports 
weredominated by 'Plaster' 
imported from Turkey worth 
N4.69 billionand Egypt valued 
at N2.44 billion.

NBS further disclosed that 
other products imported 
under thiscategory were 
'Gypsum: anhydrite' from 
Spa i n  (N4 .87  b i l l i o n )  
andTurkey (N2.33 billion).

Similarly, the Bureau added 
that the value of total trade of 
rawmater ia ls  s tood at  
N770.03 billion in the fourth 
quarter of lastyear of which 
imports were valued at 
N559 .25  b i l l i on  wh i l e
exports stood at N210.78 
billion.

During the quarter, NBS said 
'Urea whether or not in 
a q u e o u s s o l u t i o n '  w a s  
exported to Brazil at a value of 
N62.31 billion.

Solid minerals earnings
 accounts for 0.47% trade

FROM JIDAUNA YANUNG, ABUJA

OGI State House of KAssembly has suspended 
nine of its members on 
al legation bordering on 
terrorism.

This was after the House 
Speaker, Rt Hon Prince 
Mathew Kolawole read a letter 
from the state Governor, Alhaji 
Yahaya Bello alleging that the 
lawmakers  engaged in  
terrorism acts based on 
security report.

Contributing to debate on 

the allegation levelled against 
them, the Deputy Speaker, Rt 
Hon Alfa Rabiu Momoh Ankpa 
11 state const i tuency,  
supported the suspension of 
the lawmakers,  saying the 
state is bigger than any 
personal interest and that 
lawmakers should not be 
found contravening the law.

Also, Hon Collins Musa 
Omala state constituency 
aligned himself with the 
Deputy Speaker arguing that 
any issue that borders on 
terrorism is too great to be 
swept under the carpet.
The House therefore placed 
the nine lawmakers on 
suspension until investigation 
is concluded.

The suspended lawmakers 
are : Olusola Kilani (Ijumu), 
Bello Hassan, ( Ajaokuta), 

Muhammed Lawi Ahmed, 
(Okene 1), Moses Akande, ( 
Ogori), Magongo) Aderonke 
Aro, (Yagba West)

 Daniyan Ranyi (Bassa) 
Atule Igbunu, ( Ibaji) Atachaji 
Musa, (Idah) and Muktar 
Bajeh (Okehi).

Also the House placed on 
suspension seven council 
Chairmen on allegation of 
electoral violence. The 
chairmen are that of Bassa, 
Hon Muktari Shaibu with his 
Vice Chairman, the Chairman 
of Ogori/Magongo, Hon 
Okparison and his Vice , 
Chairman of Yagba West, Hon 
Pius Kolawole, the Chairman 
of Ibaji LGA, Chairman of 
Kabba/Bunu, Hon Moses 
Olorunleke and his Vice, 
Adebimpe Alfred, Chairman of 
Adavi LGA, Joseph Omuya, 
and Mustapher Ajaokuta, 
LGA.

Meanwhile, a seven man ad 
hoc committee headed by the 
Deputy Speaker, Rt Hon Rabiu 
was set up by the House to 
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h o s e  o n  
suspension. The committee 
secretary is Bayero Jiya.
In an another development, 
the House also placed the 
Council boss of Lokoja Local 
Government, Hon Dansabe 
Muhammed , on suspension 
based on allegation of 
misappropriation of funds 
which amounts to the tune 
N150 million.

The councillors and the Vice 
Chairman had written a letter 
accusing the council boss of 
reckless financial spending 
and misappropriation of funds 
without recourse to egal 
order.

Kogi Assembly suspends 9 members, 

From AMEDU JOSEPH,
 Lokoja

T was a sad day for Imembers of the National 
Assoc ia t ion  o f  Women 
Journalists, (NAWOJ), Plateau 
State Chapter, who gathered 
to pay their last respect to a 
member and Treasurer of the 
Association, Late Mrs. Eunice 
Zong Pwanagba Agabus.

She was until her demise on 
March16 2023 after a 
prolonged illness, a staff of 
the Plateau Radio Television 
Corporation.  

The female journalists were 
led by the their National 
Officer and NAWOJ National 
Vice President Zone D, Jamila 
Abubakar, state officials, and 
members who came out in 
their numbers clad in their 
associations uniform to pay 
their last respect and mourn 
the departure of one of them. 

T h e y  e u l o g i s e d  h e r,  
describing her as a dedicated 
and hardworking personality 
w h o  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  
immensely to the growth of 
journalism in Plateau State. 

Her Corpse was taken from 
Bingham Teaching Hospital 
(Jankwano) Jos, on Thursday, 
23 March 2023, for a funeral 
Mass which was held at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church Gold and Base, 
Rayfield.

Taking the homily from 
Matthew 5: 1-12, and James 
4:14, Parish Priest of Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church Gold and Base, Rev. 
Fr. Joseph Agbazi said life is 
like a mist and death is the 
end of life which must 
certainly come. 

He urged the congregation 
to live life well by living a 
worthy life so that no matter 
how short we live, we will 
leave great legacies behind. 

"Everyday of our lives, 
death comes to us, death is 

inevitable. We are like water 
poured out on the ground 
which cannot be collected 
back again. Death will come 
when it will com, so let us 
prepare for death and not 
spend our time chasing 
wealth, and things that are 
vanity, and temporarily here 
on earth ", he said.

He tasked Christians to work 
for a just society and country, 
Nigeria, and prayed for the 
peaceful repose of the soul of 
the Late Eunice, whom he said 
has lived a blessed life.

The General Manager of 
PRTVC, Mr. Jefta Jacken 
represented by the Director of 
News, Mr Yakubu Taddy in his 
speech described the Late 
Eunice as a humble, peaceful 
staff of the organisation who 
loved her job and performed 
her duties well. 

Barr. Enodo, who spoke on 
behalf of the family said the 
loss of Eunice and the vacuum 
created in their lives will not be 
easy to fill. 

 He described her as a good 
mother, friend and in-law who 
was very receptive to those 
who came into their home, 
and asked for prayers for the 
Lord to take care of the 3 
children she left behind. 

The Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. 
Joseph Agbazi also on behalf 
of the Church Council and the 
priests condoled the family 
over the loss of Eunice, urging 
them to trust God, and in the 
hope that her soul is resting 
peacefully with the Lord in 
heaven.

Earlier, a Wake Keep was 
he ld  in  her  honor  on 
Wednesday 22nd at the family 
r e s i d en c e ,  wh i c h  wa s  
attended by members of the 
Nigeria Union of Journalists 
(NUJ),  fami ly,  f r iends,  
neighbours, and well-wishers.  

Chairman of NUJ, Plateau 

State Chapter, Mr. Paul Jatau 
in a tribute said: "What can we 
say? The Lord gives and He 
takes, blessed be his name. 
Eunice was a good person, 
dedicated to her duties and 
activities of NUJ. We will miss 
her, we pray that the Lord will 
give her husband, children, 
and other family members the 
for t i tude to  bear  th is  
irreparable loss and the 
strength to carry on. Good 
night Eunice, till we meet on 
the resurrection morning".  

P l a t e a u  N A W O J  
Chairperson, Mrs Nene Dung 
also in a tribute to her late 
member said: "My dear 
Eunice, words actually fail us 
as an association. You had told 
us you were getting better and 
we looked forward  to  
achieving great things with 
you for Plateau NAWOJ. But 
we can't question God, we 
pray that your soul finds rest 
with our Lord and the children 
you left behind, He alone will 
nourish them to maturity. 

Adieu our great Treasurer. Till 
we meet at Jesus feet".

Until her demise, the Late 
Eunice who died at the age of 
43 was passionate about 
education and this saw her 
being a graduate of Political 
Science from the University of 
Abuja. She was also a holder of 
two Masters Degrees, in Law 
a n d  D i p l o m a c y ,  a n d  
International Relations from 
the University of Jos, aside 
obtaining a Post Graduate 
Diploma in Education from the 
National Teachers Institute in 
Kaduna, which was all in her 
quest to impart knowledge to 
others by being a university 
lecturer. 

She is survived by her 
husband, Mr. Pwanangba 
Agabus, who is also a 
journalist and correspondent 
of the Daily Post, 3 children 
and many relations. 

After the funeral Mass, the 
final interment and burial rites 
were held at the family land, 
JIB Industrial Area, Jos.

Plateau NAWOJ pays last respect to colleague
By PALANG KASMI

8 LG chairmen 





Beyond this, the need for 

ensur ing that  campaign 

promises are kept by the 

president-elect is also profound 

on the minds of the citizenry. 

During the campaigns, the 

Senator Ahmed Bola Tinubu had 

reemphasized that if given the 

mandate, he would run an all-

inclusive government devoid of 

any sentiments and divisionary 

antics that may jeopardize the 

prospects of this nation.
In the aftermath of the 

elections and his declaration as 

president-elect, Tinubu is aware 

of the problems facing this 

country and knows that one of 

his obligations would be how he 

would bring his experience to 

bear on the governance of many 

failed institutions for the benefit 

of all. While Tinubu would be 

busy trying to impress citizens 

on his capacity to rule, so will all 

the 28 state governors be busy 

trying to provide dividends of 

democracy to their people. Here 

on the Plateau, incoming 

governor, Barrister Caleb 

Mut fwang is  succeed ing 

incumbent Governor Rt. Hon. 

Simon Bako Lalong in the state.
During his campaigns, the 

state Governor-elect's vision, 

mission and policy thrust is 

hinged on leaving a legacy of 
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matter  the i r  gr ievances 

however, it is anticipated that in 

the aftermath of the polls, all 

necessary mechanisms must be 

put in place to integrate all 

citizens of the nation for greater 

p roduc t i v i ty  and  soc io -

economic wellbeing of the entire 

citizens. In this regard, the 

i n c o m i n g  T i n u b u  l e d  

government would have a 

herculean task winning the 

hearts of the people that it will 

run an inclusive government 

where everyone one would have 

a sense of belonging.
For the Igbos in Lagos who 

before now regarded the state 

as no man's land, the negative 

campaigns which heralded the 

gube r na t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n s  

refrained many of them from 

voting, left many issues 

pragmatically unsettled.
Lagos is today no longer the 

state many of us used to know. 

Campaigns based on ethnicity 

a n d  o t h e r  p r o v o c a t i v e  

sentiments have this time 

around polarized the entire 

state beyond comprehension. 

Be that as it may, the entire 

general elections campaigns 

were basica l ly  midwifed 

alongside obvious unnecessary 

unhealthy sentiments not 

minding its devastating effects.

According to the report, “first, 

operating expenses and loan 

repayments exceeded total 

revenue by 0.76 percent leaving 

little room for sufficient 

allocation of resources to capital 

expenditures. Consequently, 

CAPEX reduced by 34.22 

percent compared to 2020. It 

was therefore inevitable that 

total recurrent expenditure 

(N72.02bn) consumed 84.54 

p e r c e n t  w h i l e  C A P E X  

(N13.17bn) represented 15.46 

percent of total expenditure. 

Debt stock increased in the 

period under review adding 9.9 

percent to settle at N165.23bn.” 
Against the backdrop of this 

difficulty, it is also anticipated 

that the incoming government 

on the Plateau will tackle some 

and if not all these teething 

problems and forge ahead. 
In the aftermath of these polls, 

many have predicted that it is 

still not yet uhuru for this 

country even as our leaders 

continue to search for a way 

forward. Be that as it may 

however, it is a general 

consensus that despite some of 

these complex hurdles, there 

are great prospects ahead if and 

when the right strategies are 

religiously implemented. 

Continued from page 10 service and better life for the 

people. Top on his priority is 

taking the security challenges 

th rough  prob lem-so lv ing  

approaches and br inging 

government to interface with 

communities and stakeholders. 

Interestingly, the Lalong led 

administration has lucratively 

established the Plateau State 

Peace Building Agency which has 

covered a lot in terms achieving 

s u s t a i n a b l e  p e a c e .  B u t  

Mutfwang in the manifesto 

believes that “we will defend and 

secure the state using different 

f r a m e w o r k ,  c o m m u n i t y  

vigilantism and empowering 

local communities, deploying 

cutting edge technology and 

combatting marauders. We will 

partner with the federal security 

agencies and champion the 

restructuring of national security 

architecture for better controlled 

results.”
Evidently, the state which 

according to State of the States 

Report is one of states that 

reduces its FAAC dependence 

while increasing total revenue. 

FAAC dependency had dropped 

from 77.93 percent in 2020 to 

59.51 in 2021. At the same time, 

total revenue increased by 2.14 

percent from N69.7bn in 2020 

bn in 2020 to N71.25bn in 2021. 

economic d ivers i f icat ion,  

investment in infrastructure, 

security and good governance, 

an educated and healthy 

population, poverty alleviation 

a n d  e c o n o m i c  s o c i a l  

development” 
In his words, “another event 

worthy of note is the enactment 

of the Petroleum Industry Act 

2021, a law directed to reform 

the oil and gas sector and make 

it profitable and attractive to 

investors.” At the national level, 

though victory has been 

declared and Senator Ahmed 

Bola Tinubu is the President-

elect, the opposition is strongly 

challenging the outcome of the 

polls at the Presidential 

Elections Tribunal. So far, the 

two major political parties in the 

c o u n t r y ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

Democratic Party, (PDP) and the 

Labour  Pa r ty,  ( LP )  a re  

challenging the outcome of the 

polls which is usually the 

tradition when opposing sides 

are feeling aggrieved over the 

outcome of any such results. But 

again, the outcome of the 

presidential result has further 

p o l a r i z e d  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  

particularly those who had 

kicked against the Muslim-

Muslim ticket of the APC. No 

Nigeria's polls, challenges and way forward





Mr. Paul Jatau (left) presenting condolence letter to Mallam Abdullahi Rabiu
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Acting Director, Admin, Mallam Jibrin Dagor (2nd right) with other 
Management Staff of PPC during the condolence visit

From left are, Mrs. Elizabeth Gimba, Acting Daily Editor, Mrs. Franca Adidi, 
Director of Property Development, Mr. Francis Jatau and immediate past 
Managing Editor, Mr. Katdapba Gobum among the delegation

Mother of the deceased (left) flanked by his sisters and brothers wives 
during the visit

Cross section of Mallam Auwal's relations offering prayers for his respose

Cross section of relations of late Mallam Auwal Mohammed Abdullahi

PPC Management Staff that accompanied the Acting General Manager

Brother to late Auwal Mohammed Abdullahi (standing) responding to the 
condolence message

PPC MANAGEMENT CONDOLES FAMILY OF KEFFI CORRESPONDENT
The Acting General Manager, Plateau Publishing Corporation (PPC) Mr. Paul Jatau on Thursday led a powerful delegation to commiserate with the 

family of The Nigeria Standard Newspapers, Keffi Correspondent Mallam Auwal Mohammed Abdullahi who died recently at his residence, Ali Kazaure 
Street, near the Eid ground, Jos

P
h

o
to

s
: 

D
A

N
L
A

D
I
 D

U
K





SUNDAY STANDARD, March  26, 2023 Page 35

TENDER NOTICE
From 

Pankshin Local Government of Plateau State

PANKSHIN LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL

Pankshin Local Government Council is hereby calling for suitably qualified 
prospective and interested contractors who registered with the Local 
Government and are willing to executive the following project for Pankshin Local 
Government to submit their tender to the Technical Committee of the Local 
government.
Lot I:
1. Renovation of Nefur Arena
2. Renovation of Works Department
3. Furnishing of Council Chambers
4. Construction of Semi bridge at Tinjim Wuya
5. Installation of bullet proof window and roof at cash office
6. Construction of open shops (Cubiches) along GRA Road Pankshin
7. Latrerite filling at Tomatoe Market, Panksin
Lot II:
8. Solar electrification of the LG Secretariat.
9. Solar Street lights in Pankshin town Phase II.
10. Rehabilitation & Grading of Mile 8 Fier Road with culverts and drainage.
11. Beautification of Pankshin township roundabout, drainages and culverts.
12. Purchase of vehicles:

i) Tipper truck
ii) Water Tanker
iii) Toyota Hilux
iv) Chairman's Vehicle
v) Tractor
vi) Refuse truck

13. Renovation of Education administrative building in Pankshin.
14. Reconstruction and Renovation of Primary Healthcare cold room
15. Construction of box culvert at Longkat.

Kindly note that all lot(s) applied are to be addressed to the Chairman 
Technical Committee, Pankshin Local Government Council.
Note that submission of bids closes two weeks from the date of this 
advertisement.

Signed:
Jacqueline Dakat,

Information Officer,
For: Executive Chairman

Public Notice

The general public is hereby notified that the above named foundation has applied to the Corporate Affairs 
Commission, Abuja for change of name, removal of some trustees and addition of some trustees under the 
Companies and Allied Matters Act of 1990. 
REMOVED TRUSTEE  Dooshima Sim David Jang
NEW TRUSTEES
1. Oketona Ben Olatunji - Chairman
2. Dr. Zabah Mohammed Jawa - Member
3. Oketona Florence Omowumi - Member
4. Ojenya Henry Ajine - Member
5. Oketona Hilda Aanuoluwatomiwa - Member
6. Ebunoluwa Babatunde-Adejokun - Secretary
NEW NAME: GOLDHEART THYROID AWARENESS, WOMEN AND GIRL-CHILD EMPOWERMENT 
FOUNDATION
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
1. To create awareness and educate the public on thyroid health, symptoms, prevention and treatment.
2. To educate the public, on the effects of thyroid malfunctions on marriages and families.
3. To advocate for women and girls in the area of economic, educational and social empowerment
4. To rescue and rehabilitate sexually and domestically abused women and girls.
5. To solicit and create a safer haven for women and girls in areas affected by crisis
6. To create awareness and educate women in rural areas on cultural and health challenges posed by such 

societies.
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs Commission, 
Maitama, Abuja within 28 days of this publication.

Signed, 
SECRETARY

GOLDHEART THYROID AWARENESS FOUNDATION

Gender equality can increase GDP 
by 50% – NITDA
THE National Information 

Technology Development 
Agency (NITDA) said that 
gender equality in the digital 
space could increase the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) of the 
country by over 50 per cent.
Mal lam Kashi fu Inuwa, 

Director-General of NITDA said 
this on Friday at the closing 
ceremony of its 'Fasaha Gina 
Mata, Gina Al-Umma', digital 
skills programme in Abuja, in 
collaboration with World Bank 
and Natview Technology.
The NITDA,Fasaha Gina Mata 

Gina Al-Umma is a digital skills 
training programme to equip 
young women with the relevant 
skills they need to succeed in 
the digital world.
The four-day programme was 

held as part of the activities 
from the agency to celebrate 
the International Women's Day, 
as well as the month.
Inuwa recalled research by 

Mckinsey Global Institute which 
said that placing women 
together with their male 
counterparts would increase 
the global GDP to about 18 
trillion USD in 2025.
“The research was narrowed 

to some countries which 
included Nigeria and it said that 
if we can achieve gender 
equality, we can add to the 
Nigerian GDP 299 billion by 
2025.
“Within our own mandate, 

implementation of the National 
Digital Economy Policy and 
Strategy,we are working on so 
many initiatives.
“One of them is the National 

Digital Skills Strategy, which 
World bank has keyed into as 
one of the implementation 
partners.
“Under that strategy, we want 

to achieve 95 per cent digital 

literacy, we want to position 
Nigeria to become global talent 
factory,'' Inuwa said.
The director-general said that 

looking at the global talent 
factory and according to 
research by Korn Ferry, a global 
organisational consulting firm, 
by 2030 there would be 85 
million talent deficit globally.
He further said the deficit 

would result to 8.5 trillion USD 
unrealised annual revenue.
Inuwa added that deploying 

the Gig economy strategy which 
he explained as leveraging the 
p o w e r  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
technology to work remotely, do 
freelance work could help the 
country position for revenue 
globally.
He also said that with the Gig 

economy and having skills like 
content creat ion, digital  
marketing could help one use 
digital platforms to promote 
their businesses.
“If Nigeria can position itself, 

we can be part of this, we can 
have Nigeria be part of the Gig 
economy and working remotely.
“We can be part of the global 

value chain working remotely 
from Nigeria for European 
countries, the US companies, 
A s i a n  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  
programmes like this will help us 
achieve that,'' Inuwa said.
The director-general added 

that they were initiating 
programmes that were women 
based to encourage more 
female participation and digital 
literacy among women.
He  d e c r i e d  t h a t  f r om  

November 2022 to-date, the 
agency had trained 226,000 
young Nigerians on various 
digital skil ls but women 
represented only 28 per cent of 
the figure.
The NITDA boss said that the 

idea was to achieve 95 per cent 
digital literacy by 2030 which 
was kick-started with the Gina 
Mata programme to train 800 
young women in the pilot 
programme.
Inuwa further said the training 

would accord the participants 
access to education, job 
opportuni t ies,  access to 
information, enable them learn 
to protect their data against 
threats and promote gender 
equality.
Mr Nuradeen Maidoki, Chief 

Executive Officer of Natview 
Technology, the implementing 
partner, said Fasaha Gina Mata, 
Gina Al-umma was translated as 
'Building Women, Empowering 
Communities.'
Maidoki said that they intended 

to create a chain of highly skilled 
female technologists who could 
contribute to innovation and 
growth in Nigeria's technology 
industry.
“ W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  b y  

empowering young women with 
digital skills, we can create a 
more inclusive and diverse 
technology industry that reflects 
the richness and diversity of our 
society,'' he said.
Maidoki added that the 

additional 600 young women 
would be trained from Borno, 
Gombe, Kano and Zamfara.
He said that they were working 

with SheCluded, a digital 
financial company for women 
that  would be ensur ing 
mentorship, helping the women 
access loans and grants where 
needed.
Two  pa r t i c i pan t s ,  M i s s  

Adewumi Adekola and Mrs 
Hajara Musa-Mohammed, said 
that with the knowledge they 
acquired, they would be 
financial assets to their families 
and the country.
Certificates of participation 

were also issued to the 
participants. (NAN)

Develop critical thinking in 
students through 

competitions – GOC

T H E  G e n e ra l  O f f i c e r  
Commanding (GOC), 81 
Division Nigerian Army (NA), 
Maj.-Gen. Obinna Ajunwa, 
says debate and quiz  
competitions are well thought 
out strategies to develop 
critical thinking in students.
The GOC, 81 Division, Maj.-

G e n .  O b i n n a  A j u n w a  
presenting the trophy to the 
o v e r a l l  b e s t ,  C D S S  
Lagos.Ajunwa made the 
assertion at the 81 Division 
NA 2nd Inter-Command Army 
and Other Secondary Schools 
quiz and debate competition 
which held at Nebo Hall, 
Nigerian Army Ordnance 
Corps, Ojuelegba, Lagos. 
The  compet i t i on  was  

sponsored by the GOC, who is 
passionate to see children 
grow up into critical thinkers 
and become world-class 
l e a d e r s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
endeavours.
The News Agency of Nigeria 

(NAN) reports that Command 
Day Secondary School  
(CDSS) Lagos, (Ipaja), came 
first; CDSS, Oshodi, came 
second and CDSS, Ojo came 
third.
Ajunwa said that the best 

thing that one could give to a 
child was education, be it 
university education or craft, 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  b o t h  
e d u c a t i o n s  w e r e  
complementary.
“So, we must aspire to get 

both and that is why the 
education system is changed 
to 6-3-3-4 to make sure we 
can acquire both.
“The idea of this event is not 

to get a winner or loser but to 
make sure that we improve 

you  i n  you r  s tud i e s ,  
c on f i d en ce  l e ve l  a nd  
especially in your ability to 
think critically.
“Critical thinking is one of 

the first forms in which a 
system develops and you 
may be able to critic 
whatever somebody gives to 
you and not swallow it hook, 
line and sinker,” he said.
The GOC said that during his 

days as a student, he was 
p r i v i l e g e d  t o  h a v e  
participated in debate and 
quiz competitions which he 
said developed his confidence 
level.
“It is one thing for you to 

have the knowledge and it is 
another thing for you to 
practise it and to make it 
available to the public.
“It is my privilege to have 

seen that the students 
communicated a high level of 
knowledge and I believe that 
there are also good ones 
among you that did not come 
out to participate.
“I urge the teachers and the 

administrators to make sure 
that they continue to give the 
best to them so that their 
tomorrow and our tomorrow 
will be better,” Ajunwa said.
Ajunwa said that it was 

important for students to 
know that education was not 
only done in the classroom 
but also done outside the 
classroom.
“So, we must teach them to 

remain focused in that 
direction that is why you 
have to bring them out for 
activities such as this, sports 
among others.
“By so doing, they will have 

a complete education that is 
comprehensive and that is 
w h y  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
programmes are important.
“I believe in them because 

all of us are actually 
products of the same 
process and we will not allow 
the process to die,” Ajunwa 
said.
One of the students of 

CDSS Ojo during the debate. 
Muhammad Owolawi, an 

SSS 3 student of CDSS, 
Lagos (Ipaja), said that such 
competitions had helped 
him to build his self esteem.
Owolawi ascribed his ability 

to speak in public to his 
teachers and his colleagues 
who encouraged him to be 
bold and always give his 
best.
Also, Mariam Adebayo, 12-

year-old student in JSS 3, 
CDSS, Ojo said that her 
participation in debate, 
especially, when it brought 
laurels to her school, 
suppressed her initial stage 
fright.
Adebayo said that she was 

grateful for such opportunity 
to engage in public speaking 
and looked forward to more 
competitions in future. 
(NAN) 

CBN debunks viral news suspending 
OPAY, PALMPAY

THE Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) has described as fake, 
the news making the rounds 
that it suspended accounts of 
Fintech companies like OPAY 
and PALMPAY.

CBN's Acting Director of 
Corporate Communications, 
Isa AbdulMumin, told the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in 
Abuja on Friday that the viral 
news “is simply fake''.

The viral news credited to Mr 
AbdulMumin stated that the 
CBN was about to suspend 
accounts of the Fintech 
companies because they were 
being used to perpetrate fraud.

“Please if you are using OPAY, 
PALMPAY or any of these CHINA 
APPs or their POS, stop keeping 
much money in the account or 
stop using it.

“The CBN is about suspending 
their accounts because these 
apps are being used to 
perpetrate fraud,'' the viral 
news read in parts.

OPAY and PALMPAY had in 
s e p a ra t e  s o c i a l  m e d i a  
messages denied being under 
the radar of the CBN.

OPAY had stated that: “the 
post mentioning the CBN 
shutting down our operations is 
false and misleading to the 
general public.''

PALMPAY also posted a similar 
disclaimer, saying: “we are 
aware of news currently being 
spread on social media about 
CBN shutt ing down the 
operations of PALMPAY.

“Please ignore all such 
misleading news of this 
nature,'' it stated.

OPAY and PALMPAY are 
licensed under the CBN mobile 
p a y m e n t  r e g u l a t o r y  

framework.
They are to provide mobile 

money services including mobile 

payment services to both the 
banked and unbanked and to 
drive financial inclusion.

Emiefiele
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IONEL Messi scored his 
800th top-level goal as LArgentina beat Panama 

2-0 in their first match since 
winning the World Cup.

BBC SPORT said that, the 35-
year-old Paris St-Germain 
forward becomes the second 
player to reach the milestone 
after Cristiano Ronaldo.

Messi's tally includes 672 
goals over 17 seasons for 
Barcelona and 29 for PSG.

He also has 99 international 
goals, with two coming in the 
World Cup final.

The Argentina captain scored 
an 89th-minute free-kick at the 
Monumental de Nunez Stadium 
in Buenos Aires to add to 
Thiago Almada's opener 11 
minutes earlier.

M e s s i  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  
opportunity to score his 100th 
international goal when 
Argentina play Curacao on 
Tuesday.

It is yet another milestone in 
an extraordinary career during 
which he has won almost every 
major trophy, including four 
Champions Leagues, 10 La Liga 
titles, the Copa America and, 
finally in December, the World 
Cup.

Established as one of the 
greatest players of all time, 
Messi has won the Ballon d'Or - 
awarded to the best player of 
the year in European football - 
a record seven times, twice 
more than Ronaldo.

The only major competition 
Messi has played in but failed to 
win so far is the French Cup.

Messi's haul of 35 trophies 
with Barcelona, whom he 
joined at the age of 13, makes 
him the most decorated player 
in the Spanish club's history 
and he unsurprisingly holds 
Barca's all-time scoring and 
appearance (778) records.

He has also scored more 
goals (474) and provided more 
assists (192) than any player to 
have featured in La Liga and 
has the record for the most 
goals in a single season in the 
Spanish top flight - 50 in 37 
games during 2011-12.

Cesc Fabregas speaks to BBC 
Sport for new documentary 
'Messi'

He has the most La Liga hat-
tricks (36) and shares the 
record for the most trebles in a 
single season with Ronaldo, 
who also has eight.

While the Portugal forward 
remains the Champions 
League's all-time top scorer 
with 140 goals, Messi - who has 
129 - was the first player to 
register five goals in a match in 
the competition and his 

sequence of scoring in 18 
consecutive years is also 
unmatched in the European 
club game's elite tournament.

Should he carry on playing 
and stay fit, Messi should reach 
900 club appearances next 
season and would likely score 
in his 20th consecutive top-
flight season.

He is already Argentina's 

most capped player (172) and 
is one away from a century of 
goals for his country. Gabriel 
Batistuta is second on the list 
with a distant 56 from 78 
games.

Only Ronaldo (120) and Ali 
Daei, who scored 109 times for 
Iran between 1993 and 2006, 
have scored more men's 
international goals.

Messi reaches 800 goals

Lionel Messi scored his 800th goal with an 89th-minute free-kick for Argentina

NITED States caretaker Ucoach Anthony Hudson 

says talks have taken place 

with Folarin Balogun about 

the s t r iker  swi tch ing 

international allegiance.
BBC SPORT said that, the 

21-year-old was born in the 

US to Nigerian parents but 

raised in England, and can 

play for any of those three 

countries.
Balogun, who is on loan at 

French club Reims from 

Arsenal, has featured for 

England in four different 

youth teams.
He withdrew from the 

England Under-21 squad this 

week due to an injury.
"As I've said before, we've 

had dialogue," said Hudson.

Balogun has scored 17 

times for Reims in Ligue 1 

this season and is just two 

goals behind the division's 

j o i n t  t o p  s c o r e r s  

KylianMbappe and Jonathan 

David.
He has previously said he 

w o u l d  b e  o p e n  t o  

representing Nigeria and still 

has the choice of which 

country to play for as he has 

not appeared for the England 

senior side competitively.
Balogun was named in the 

England Under-21 squad for 

friendlies against France and 

Croatia in March but withdrew 

because of injury.
The US team have been in 

Florida preparing for a 

Concacaf Nations League 

Balogun holds talks about playing for US
game in Grenada on Friday.

Hudson said: "We've 

spoken [to Balogun]. He's 

out here having a bit of a 

break and then some 

training, and we've had some 

discussions.
"I think it's been good 

because i t 's  been an 

opportunity for us just to 

share about our programme 

and who we are and what we 

do and that's it. I hope we get 

the chance to speak with him 

again.
"It's been good and I know 

a few of the guys have 

spoken to him as well.”

Folarin Balogun has played for England at under-21 level

EW France captain NKylianMbappe said 

t e a m - m a t e  A n t o i n e  

G r i e z m a n n ' s  d i s a p  

p o i n t m e n t  a t  b e i n g  

overlooked for the role is 

"understandable".
BBC SPORT said that, 

Mbappe, 24, was named 

skipper this week after 

the international retirement 

of World Cup-winning 

captain Hugo Lloris.
Griezmann, 32, was 

reportedly unhappy to only 

be vice-captain with one 

report suggesting he was 

considering retiring.
"I spoke to Antoine 

b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  

disappointed and frankly it 

is understandable," Mbappe 

said.
"I told him that I might 

have reacted in the same 

way.
"What I told him was that 

as long as I am captain and 

he is vice captain, I won't be 

superior to him."
Mbappe has won 66 caps 

for France having made his 

senior debut in 2017 and 

was the top scorer at last 

year's World Cup, where his 

side reached the final before 

being beaten by Argentina 

on penalties.
Four years earlier he 

scored twice in the final 

against Croatia, sealing a 

second World Cup for 

France.
Griezmann, also a key 

player in both tournaments, 

has played 117 times for his 

country since his debut in 

2014.
"He has an experience of 

playing for France that I 

don't have," Mbappe said.
"He is held in high esteem 

and is liked by the whole 

squad so it would be a shame 

for us not benefit from his 

experience, and his zest for 

life as well."

Mbappe says he understands 
Griezmann's upset 

Mbappe and Griezmann are both in the France 
squad to play the Netherlands on Friday

Ronaldo set men's caps recordRISTIANO Ronaldo Ccelebrated his world-

r e c o r d  1 9 7 t h  m e n ' s  

international appearance by 

scoring twice as Portugal 

thrashed Liechtenstein in 

their Euro 2024 qualifying 

opener.
BBC SPORT said that, the 

38-year-old has now scored 

a  men ' s  reco rd  120  

international goals.
He made his international 

debut in 2003 and in Qatar 

last year became the first 

man to score in five World 

Cups.
Ronaldo added to his goals 

tally with a second-half 

penalty before finding the 

top corner with a free-kick.
The forward - now playing in 

Saudi Arabia for Al Nassr - 

had been frustrated in front 

of goal during the first 

period, blazing a clear-cut 

chance well over the bar 

with the hosts only having a 

deflected Joao Cancelo 

effort as a reward for their 

dominance.
However, Bernardo Silva 

doubled their advantage 

shortly after the restart with 

a low effort into the bottom 

corner, before Ronaldo 

came to the fore as he 

reached  ye t  another  

milestone in fine fashion, 

while also becoming the first 

man to score 100 times in 

competitive internationals.

Ronaldo had moved level 

with Kuwait forward Bader 

Al-Mutawa on 196 caps at 

the World Cup but there 

were question marks over 

his international future after 

Portugal's elimination by 

Morocco at the quarter-final 

stage.
The five-time Ballon d'Or 

winner found himself 

d r o p p e d  f r o m  t h e  

Portuguese starting XI at 

the  tournament  but  

justified his selection as 

captain in new manager 

Roberto Martinez's first 

game in charge.
Ronaldo's latest records 

only further cement his 

status as one of the 

greatest players of all time.
His glittering career has 

seen him win seven 

domestic top-flight titles, 

11 other major domestic 

trophies, five Champions 

Leagues, four Club World 

Cups and one European 

Championship.
The former Sport ing 

Lisbon, Manchester United, 

Real Madrid and Juventus 

forward has also been 

named the Best Fifa Men's 

player twice.
In November, he became 

the first player to score 800 

top-level career goals and 

he also holds a host of 

other men's individual 

records for both club and 

country including:

Cristiano Ronaldo helped Portugal win the 2016 European Championship
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