












NIGERIA, we all know, has 
always been led by her third 
eleven politicians, who are 
moral derelicts, intellectual 
midgets, ethnic jingoists, and 
religious bigots. Over the years, 
our egregious and atrocious 
culture of the imposition of 
leaders on the populace by 
k ingmakers ,  wh ich  was  
introduced to us by the British 
imperialists, has led to the 
emergence of third-rate 
political leaders in Nigeria. So 
imposing political leaders on 
the people by po l i t i ca l  
kingmakers has become part of 
our political culture.

For example, when we 
became a sovereign country in 
1960, the departing British 
imperialists clandestinely 
helped Alhaji Tafawa Balewa to 
become our Prime Minister at 
the expense of the Rt. Hon. 
Nnamdi Azikiwe and Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo, who were 
his political and intellectual 
betters. And Alhaji Shehu 
Shagari, Chief Olusegun 
Obasanjo, Alhaji Umaru Musa 
Yar'adua, and Dr. Goodluck 
Jonathan became our executive 
presidents at different periods 
in our democratic journey 
either through the help of 
kingmakers or fortuitously.

The disputed presidential 
election, the winner of which is 
likely to be decided by the 
courts, has the potentiality of 
throwing our country into a 
political cul-de-sac, if the 
judgement on the presidential 
election is thought to be unfair

B u t  n o n e  o f  t h e  
aforement ioned pol i t i ca l  
leaders, who led Nigeria in the 
past, could leapfrog her to the 
acme o f  economic  and 
technological development. 
And none of them could bridge 
the chasm of disunity, which 
has separated the northern 
people from the southern 
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people. They failed to extirpate 
corruption, the cankerworm 
destroying Nigeria, from our 
body polity, too. As a result, 
Nigeria has not realized her 
potential. She is the giant with 
the feet of clay.

However, the coming of 
Muhammadu Buhari to power 
some eight years ago rekindled 
hope in the minds of millions of 
Nigerians, who were, hitherto, 
dispossessed and disillusioned. 
Given his much-touted zero 
tolerance for corruption, 
patriotic zeal, ascetic lifestyle, 
and messianic aura, millions of 
Nigerians believed that he would 
b r i n g  a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l  
r e n a i s s a n c e ,  e c o n o m i c  
recovery, and technological 
development in Nigeria. And 
they thought that he would unite 
the people of Nigeria instead of 
deepening the country's ethnic 

and religious fissures.
Bu t  P res i den t  Buhar i ' s  

leadership of Nigeria is a study in 
economic ruination of Nigeria, 
impeding our country's march to 
technological development, 
polarisation of Nigeria along 
ethnic and religious lines, and 
the enthronement of the Fulani 
hegemony and irredentism in 
the country. And his inability to 
rein in the Boko Haram 
insurgents, terrorists, bandits, 
and fulani herdsmen, who are 
kidnapping rich Nigerians for 
ransom and killing other people 
is an index and/or proof of the 
ineptness and ineffectiveness of 
his political administration of 
Nigeria.

Now, not a few Nigerians want 
to see his back. They are tired of 
his political ineptness and 
c l u e l e s s n e s s .  T h o s e  

disenchanted and disillusioned 
Nigerians trooped out en masse 
to exercise their franchise on 
February 25, 2023 during the 
presidential election. But their 
political will was subverted by 
the political desperadoes and 
the APC head honchos, who 
want a continuation of the ugly 
status quo ante in Nigeria.

Based on pieces of evidence 
obtained from participants in the 
February 25, 2023 presidential 
election, the election was deeply 
flawed. Millions of people were 
disenfranchised. And it was 
conducted in total disregard of 
the electoral laws, which made 
the presidential polls susceptible 
to manipulation by unscrupulous 
APC political stalwarts. So the 
result of the presidential election 
is not by any stretch of the 
imagination a reflection of the 
people's political will.

Now it is evident and clear to us 
that the next occupant of the 
presidential seat at Aso Rock, 
Abuja, will be determined via 
electoral litigation. So far, the 
presidential candidates of PDP 
and the Labour Party have got 
court rulings to inspect the 
electoral materials used in 
conducting the February 25, 
2023 presidential election in 
Nigeria. Politicians' seeking of 
redress in courts of law has 
become part of our democratic 
culture.

So members of the judiciary 
who will handle electoral 
matters arising from the general 
election should live up to billings 
and our expectations. They 
should know that the judiciary is 
a component of the government, 
which checks the excesses of the 
executive arm of government. 
The  j udges  shou l d  no t  
compromise on their integrity 

and morality so as not to allow 
themselves to be used by 
unscrupulous politicians to 
truncate our democratic 
journey and progress. A 
judiciary that is independent 
in the true sense of the word 
can save our democracy from 
destruction.

The judiciary should act right 
and handle 2023 presidential 
e l e c t o r a l  m a t t e r  
dispassionately given the fact 
that millions of Nigerians feel 
that Mr. Peter Obi of the 
Labour  Par ty  won the 
presidential election, but was 
robbed of victory. The mood of 
t h e  p e o p l e ,  n o w ,  i s  
d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  a n d  
i n d i g n a t i o n .  A n d  t h e  
atmosphere of fear and 
uncertainty reigns in the 
country. So Nigeria can be said 
to be sitting on a tinderbox as 
the followers of Mr. Peter Obi, 
who number in the millions, 
can be rallied to cause civil 
unrest in the country.

N i g e r i a ,  w h i c h  i s  a  
heterogeneous country, is 
already buffeted by disunity 
and is bifurcated along ethnic 
and religious lines. And the 
fact that the three top 
contenders for Nigeria's 2023 
presidential election, who 
belong to the three major 
ethnic groups in Nigeria, each 
have a large following, is a 
portent of doom for us. So if 
the disputed presidential 
election is not handled fairly, it 
will likely cause political 
instability in Nigeria, and tip 
Nigeria over the precipice.

However,  surpr is ing ly,  
prominent Yoruba leaders 
such as Chief Ayo Adebanjo, 
Chief Obasanjo, and others 
have continued to lend 
support to Mr. Peter Obi in his 
quest to become the next 
president of Nigeria. And his 
victories in Lagos and Abuja in 
the presidential election has 
lent credence to his claim that 
Nigerians from diverse ethnic 
g r o u p s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  
affiliations are solidly behind 
him.

But the fact is that our 
F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3  
presidential election was 
m a r r e d  b y  m a s s i v e  
irregularities, which made its 
result unacceptable to us. The 
disputed presidential election, 
the winner of which is likely to 
be decided by the courts, has 
the potentiality of throwing 
our country into a political cul-
de-sac, if the judgement on 
the presidential election is 
thought to be unfair. So I urge 
the top members of the 
judiciary to treat all electoral 
matters arising from the 
general election(s) with 
absolute impartiality and 
emotional detachment.

Politics

Implications of Nigeria's flawed presidential election
Many people, both Nigerians and foreigners, have wondered aloud why Nigeria, which is blessed with equable weather 

conditions, large arable landmass, and abundant material and human resources, has remained trapped in the mire of national 
undevelopment. BUT the reason for Nigeria's economic distress and technological backwardness is not farfetched. The fact is, 

Yakubu

“Nigeria, which is a heterogeneous country, is already 
buffeted by disunity and is bifurcated along ethnic and 
religious lines. And the fact that the three top 
contenders for Nigeria's 2023 presidential election, 
who belong to the three major ethnic groups in Nigeria, 
each have a large following, is a portent of doom for us. 
So if the disputed presidential election is not handled 
fairly, it will likely cause political instability in Nigeria, 
and tip Nigeria over the precipice. However, 
surprisingly, prominent Yoruba leaders such as Chief 
Ayo Adebanjo, Chief Obasanjo, and others have 
continued to lend support to Mr. Peter Obi in his quest 
to become the next president of Nigeria. And his 
victories in Lagos and Abuja in the presidential election 
has lent credence to his claim that Nigerians from 
diverse ethnic groups and religious affiliations are 
solidly behind him.”
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LALONG INSPECTS REMODELED NUJ SECRETARIAT
Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong (CON) recently inspected the remodeled Nigeria Union of 

Journalists (NUJ) Secretariat project in Jos

Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Chairman, Mr. Paul Jatau (left) 
receiving the Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong (CON)

Chief of Staff Government House, Hon. Noel Dongjur (right) with the 
Commissioner of Transport, Malam Muhammad Muhammad (left) and 
Permanent Secretary in the State Service, Alhaji Sani Yahaya Mavo

Engr. Solomon Jankanwa of the Ministry of Housing taking the Governor 
and entourage round the NUJ remodeled Secretariat

Commissioners of Budget Planning, Hon. Dan Philip Hirkop (right) Hon. 
Idris Gambo of Commerce and the Permanent Secretary, Malam Ibrahim 
Kam

Governor Lalong (2nd left) answering questions from newsmen after the 
visit

Secretary to Government of the State, Prof. Danladi Abok Atu (right) with 
the Commissioner for Youth and Sports, Hon. Daniel Dung Dalyop

Site of the remodeled NUJ Secretariat inspected by Governor LalongNUJ Chairman, Mr. Paul Jatau (right) discussing with his Vice, Ayuku 
Pwaspo, Josiah Busun and Pam Musa before the arrival of Governor 
Lalong
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NEWS

HYDROELECTRIC Power 
P r o d u c i n g  A r e a s  
D e v e l o p m e n t  
Commission (HYPPADEC) 
has enlisted the services 
of experts to identify 
a r e a s  o f  p o s s i b l e  
interventions against the 
Nigerian Meteorological 
A g e n c y  ( N i M E T )  
prediction of worse flood 
this year. 

Arch. Abubakar Sadiq 
Yelwa, Managing Director 
o f  the  Commiss ion  
disclosed this while on a 
courtesy visit to the 
Ohimege-Igu of Koton-
Karfe, Alhaji Abdulrazaq 
Sani Isah-Koto on Sunday 
at his palace in Koton-
Karfe.

The Managing Director 
said HYPPADEC had 
received warning from 
NiMET indicating worse 
flooding this year (2023) 
beyond 2022 experience 
hence the need for plans 
to mitigate impact of 
flooding from the two 
major rivers in the 
country.

He said that against this 
b a c k d r o p ,  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  h a d  
embarked on critical 
assessment and appraisal 
of the six most affected 

local government areas in 
the state using experts 
from within and outside 
the commission to identify 
areas of intervention to 
mitigate against likely 
effects of the floods.

“That's why members of 
the Governing Council and 
t h e  M a n a g e m e n t  
Committee decided to 
approve for us to come 
and meet with you and the 
Ministry of Environment 
to see what intervention 
we can implement before 
the rains set in.

“We have done a lot of 
studies and met a lot of 
consultants to ensure that 
what we want to do here 
will solve the flood 
problems forever”, he 
said.

The traditional title 
holder of Katukan Yauri 
warned the 10 flood-
prone local government 
a reas  and  r i ve r i ne  
communities in Kogi to 
guard against the NiMET 
prediction of a worse 
flooding situation this 
year.

In his response, the First 
Class traditional ruler 

commended the efforts of 
Commission so far in 
providing succour for flood 
victims in the areas saying 
that HYPPADEC had become 
a household name in the 
communities.

Alhaji Abdulrazaq Sani 
Isa-Koto however said that 
the red alert from NIMET 
over possible flooding this 
year, had left his people in 
fear even as they are yet to 
r e c o v e r  f r o m  t h e  
devastating effects of the 
2022 flooding.

The royal father called for 
dredging of the Rivers Niger 
and Benue as the plausible 
and most lasting solution to 
the perennial flooding of the 
area accentuated by 
waterfalls from hills and 
mountains surrounding the 
area.

He informed the visitors 
that the community had put 
in place what he called 
Koton-Karfe Area Flood 
Disaster  Management 
Committee. And went on to 
confer a chieftaincy title of 
“Garkuwan-Igu” on the 
HYPPADEC  Manag i ng  
Director, Alhaji Abubakar 
S a d i q  Y e l w a ,
Hon.  V ic tor  Adewa le  
Omofa i ye ,  the  s ta te  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  

HYPPADEC engages experts to mitigate flood
From AMEDU JOSEPH,

 Lokoja

Dogara canvasses votes for 
APC's guber candidate

From ABBAS GUNGURA, 
Bauchi

FORMER Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, 
Yakubu Dogara has endorsed 
the candidacy of Air Marshall 
Sadiq Baba Abubakar (rtd) of 
t h e  A l l  P r o g r e s s i v e s  
Congress (APC) for next 
week's governorship election 
in Bauchi State.

The former Speaker is a 
member of the People's 
Democrat ic  Party and 
member of the Presidential 
Campaign Council of the 
p a r t y ' s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
candidate, Atiku Abubakar.

In 2019, he led a coalition 
of political parties and 
interest groups in Bauchi to 
oust former Governor 
Mohammed Abubakar and 
helped to install Bala 
Mohammed, who is now 
seeking re-election under 
PDP.

However, shortly after the 
elections, Governor Bala 
M o h a m m e d  a l l e g e d l y  
reneged on all political 
agreements he entered into 
before the election.

Mohammed began to fight 
with prominent citizens of 
the state who opposed his 
style of governance including 
Dogara and an e lder 
statesman, Alhaji Bello Kirfi, 
who was a minister in the 
Second Republic under 
President Shehu Shagari. 
The governor stripped him of 
his traditional title of Waziri 
of the Bauchi Emirate.

Dogara accused Bala 
Mohammed of non-payment 
of salaries of teachers and 
civil servants.

 Recently, Dogara led a 
campaign team of Air 
Ma r sha l l  Sad i q  Baba  
Abubakar across some 

Bauchi local governments, 
including Kirfi and Alkaleri, 
the hometown of the 
governor.

Speaking to a mammoth 
crowd of supporters in 
Alkaleri Local Government 
Area of Bauchi State on 
Wednesday, Dogara urged 
the people to tow the path of 
honour by voting out 
Governor Mohammed from 
office.

“We came to tell you the 
truth that we need to effect a 
change of leadership in 
Bauchi State,” he said.

“I came here to enlighten 

you that even though your 

son (Governor Mohammed) 

is there but since he is not 

doing well, we should change 

him. I urge you all to cast your 

vote for Air Marshall Sadiq 

Abubakar come Saturday.” 
He described Abubakar as a 

father who will bring succour to 

the people of Bauchi State.
Recall that Dogara endorsed 

and del ivered the APC 

candidate for his Federal 

C o n s t i t u e n c y  o f  

Bogoro/Dass/Tafawa Balewa, 

Jafaru Leko and the Bauchi 

South Senatorial District, 

Shehu Buba in the just 

concluded National Assembly 

polls.

THE Dangote Articulated 
Truck Driving School has 
graduated 50 trainees who 
passed through a specially 
des i gned  and  r i go rous  
educational curriculum.

The articulated truck driving 
school at Obajana in Kogi State 
is Nigeria's first and only 
accredited truck driving 
a c a d e m y .
The school was commissioned 
last year by the former Corps 
Marshal of the Federal Road 
Safety Corps (FRSC), Dr. 
Boboye Olayemi Oyeyemi, who 
described it as a significant 
step towards taming the 
menace of auto crashes 
involving articulated trucks in 
Nigeria.

Speaking at the graduation 
ceremony at Obajana over the 
weekend, the Divisional 
Director Transport (DDT), Mr. 
Ajay Singh, said the new Batch 
C graduates have only qualified 
and graduated from classroom 
instructions, and will now be 
exposed to practicals through 
attachments for an additional 
six months.

Mr. Singh gave the assurance 
that the school will not only 
bring down the rate of crashes 
involving articulated vehicles 
but will also positively impact 
other road users.

The Director said the ultimate 
objective was to achieve zero 
accidents for all subsidiaries in 
t h e  D a n g o t e  G r o u p .
On his part, the Manager of 
Dangote Articulated Truck 
Driving School, Dangote 
Cement Transport (DCT) 
Obajana, Mr. Daniel Marcus 
Akuso said the intensive 
training was carried out in 
collaboration with the FRSC 
and Fantique Driving Training 
Centre of South Africa.
According to the manager of 

the school, the three months 
training programme has helped 
change the orientation of the 
trainee drivers.
“This is the only articulated 
truck driving school in Nigeria 
where the students are paid 
stipends, trained, tested, 
cert i f ied,  l i censed,  and 
employed. Our products are 
not only for Dangote Cement 
but for all subsidiaries of the 
Dangote Group in Africa,” Mr. 
Akuso said.

Speaking, Deputy Road 
Commandant, (OC Instructor) 
of the FRSC attached to 
Dangote Driving School, Engr 

Mukhtar Umar said his agency 
plays a significant role in the 
training and certifying old 
drivers and newly recruited 
trainees.

“We teach them defensive 
d r i v i n g ,  r o a d  s i g n s ,  
responsibilities of the driver, 
driving culture, and then 
certify them,” Engr Umar said

The Executive Secretary of 
the National Board for 
Technical Education (NBTE), 
Professor Idris Bugaje had said 
that the NBTE was partnering 
the Dangote Cement Plc in the 
execution of the school's 
programme.

From AMEDU JOSEPH, 
Lokoja

Env i ronment  i n  h i s  
remarks said by virtue of 
the location of the state, 
Kogi would continue to be 
on the red alert.

“By  v i r tue  o f  our  
location, there are things 
that will always confront 
us and one of such is this 
flooding. We were in Egypt 
October, last year and 
there, we were told that 
this year, we are going to 
experience flooding again.

“And now it is here. Our 
level of preparedness 
must be solid this time 
around. We in the Ministry 
of Environment and 
related ministries have 
been working round-the-
clock to ensure that this 
problem bedeviling us 
( f l ood i ng )  i s  f a ced  
headlong”, he said.

Representatives of the 
youths, Koton-Karfe-Igu 
Descendants Association 
(K IDA) ,  Abdu lka r im 
Shaibu; Women Leader, 
Hajia Zainab Ibrahim and 
President Koton-Karfe 
Area Development Union, 
Alhaji Abdulrahman Wuya 
a d d r e s s e d  t h e  
c o m m i s s i o n ' s  
management during the 
visit.

Dangote's Driving School
 graduates trainee truck drivers

The National Population 
Commission has released its 
Updated 2023 Census Work 
Plan as contained in its most 
recent release of the Updated 

2023 Census Work Plan where it 
indicated that

NPC set up a new NPC 
Enumerators training date for 
adhoc staff enumerators and 
supervisors for the 2023 

 the Refreshers 
(Virtual Training) for state level 
facilitators and specialized 
workforce will begin on March 6, 
2023, and end on March 12, 
2023. 

Hous ing and Populat ion 
Census.

She also disclosed that the 
n e w  E n u m e r a t o r s  a n d  
Supervisors training will last for 
a period of Seven Days from 
March 15 to March 21, 2023, in 
all the 774 LGAs of the country.

The NPC indicated that the 
refreshers (Virtual Training) for 
state level facilitators and 
Specialized Work Force will 
begin on March 6, 2023, and 
end on March 12, 2023, 
outlining new schedules of 
operations in the Updated 2023 
Census Work Plan.

NPC also revealed that the 
LGA Level Trainers would have 
to travel to various LGA Level 
Training Centers between 
March 13 and 14, 2023, in order 
to prepare for the NPC adhoc 
s ta f f,  enumera to rs  and  
supervisors.

They revealed that the 
Commission's evaluation of 
Training Centers for the 2023 
Post-Enumeration Survey (PES) 
would be done between March 
13 and March 20, 2023, as a 
pre-activity before the LGA 
Level Training and Person 
Enumeration.

NPC also disclosed that the 
Refereshers (Virtual Training) 
for State Level Facilitators and 

Specialized Work force will 
begin on March 6, 2023, and 
end on March 12, 2023, as 
contained in the newly up 
dated schedules of operations 
of the year 2023 Updated 
2023 Census Work Plan.

as a pre-activity before the 
LGA Level Training and Person 
Enumeration.

It also stated that the 
Building Numbering and 
Household Listing Training for 
enumerators and supervisors 
at the LGA level will take place 
between March 15 and March 
21, 2023, and that the 
profiling of enumerators and 
supervisors for the census 
proper will take place during 
the same period.

NPC did not mince words 
when it alerted all the 
concerned persons or group of 
personalities that the LGA 
level training on Person's 
Enumeration will be held from 
April 26 through April 30 of 
the year 2023, even as she 
added that the Census Night 
will be on May 2, 2023.

They also disclosed that the 
Updated 2023 Census Work 
P l a n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Populat ion Commiss ion 
intended to reschedule the 
2023 Population and Housing 
Census Exercise following the 
INEC activities currently 
moving from one card or 
ballot paper to BeVAS.

It disclosed that following 
the new schedule of the 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e  
Enumeration of Persons which 
was earlier scheduled to begin 
on 29th March, 2023 and to 
end 02 April, 2023 has been 
rescheduled to commence on 
3rd May, 2023 and to end on 
7th May, 2023.

From ANENE AIKE,
 Sokoto

NPC releases updated 2023 Census Work-plan

Dogara

Dangote
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PLATEAU, the beautiful, 
blessed and endowed with 
so much has lost its swag. 
The State which was 
defined by industry and 
hard work has turned to one 
that cannot stand as an 
equal amongst its peers. 
The State which hitherto 
was a centre of attraction 
and a melting pot has since 
year 2001 become a 
shadow of its former self. 
Negative things happen in 
this once noble State at 
neck breaking speed and no 
one, including our so- called 
elders seem to give a hood 
about it. All that matters 
these days is for the 
interest of the disparate 
groups to be met and 
anyone else can go to 
blazes including the state 
that was once revered and 
held dear and in very high 
esteem.

In the past, Plateau used 
to be the centrifugal force 
that wielded the different 
groups that abound in the 
country. It used to be the 
glue that cemented the 
relationships between the 
different cultures and 
nationalities that abound in 
the country. No wonder, 
there hardly is a culture 
that is not represented in 
the cosmopolitan capital 
city of Jos nay the whole of 
the State. It was not only a 
Sta te  that  produced 
bureaucrats but one that 
show cased a litany of 
talents in all spheres of 
national life. People born 
and bred or who once lived 
in Jos have gone on to reach 
for the skies in their chosen 
profession and make the 
city and State proud of their 
attainments. 

The State has become 
known for several other 
reasons than things that 
had served to promote and 
project its image. Religious 
fundamentalism which 
hitherto was absent slowly 
crept its way into the social 
fabric of the life of the entire 
society. In the past, all 
shades of faith, opinions 
and differences used to 
tolerate each other living 
side by side and sharing in 
all that happened in the 
society. No one ever cared 
who a Muslim was nor 
anyone paid heed to who 
wa s  a  C h r i s t i a n  o r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  
pract i t ioner.  A l l  that  
mattered was that all were 
humans created by God and 
living and sharing the same 
social space.  

Ethnicity has become one 
very sore point that is 

threatening to tear the 
society apart. Everyone 
resorts to their very small 
enclave each time there is a 
small social dislocation 
giving the impression that 
we are yet to grow as a 
people. In most cases, 
t h e s e  d i v i d e s  a r e  
emphasized by the political 
class who prefer that the 
people stand divided so that 
t h e y  c a n  b e  e a s i l y  
manipulated. It is sad how 
these events are panning 
ou t  a nd  g i v i n g  t h e  
impression that the State 
lacks statesmen. Those 
who have paid their dues 
and have reached the peak 
of their careers need to 
speak up and show the way 
for our people. We must 
have leaders who would call 
everyone to order when the 
state is veering off towards 
the precipice. Someone 
who could speak sincerely 
and caution whoever is 
trying to bring the state to 
disrepute.

We have many in the 
aforesaid mold. We have 
people who have been Head 
of State in the past, we 
have those who were 
f o r m e r  g o v e r n o r s ,  
ministers etc. with very rich 
curriculum vitae and who 
command serious respect 
from the people. These 
people must start speaking 
up and not allow the state 
to drift to very dangerous 
levels before crying after 
the milk has been spilled.

Unfortunately, some of 
the divides that have 
become noticeable have 
been caused by some of 

these leaders who should 
show the path for the 
people to follow. They have 
become ethnic champions 
and see everything from 
the perspective of their 
ethnic lenses. We must, as 
a people do everything 
humanly possible to ensure 
that we do not allow some 
selfish people lead us to 
perdition.

Lately too, the social 
media has added to the 
many challenges that have 
piled up on the Plateau and 
has tasked well-meaning 
citizens of the state. 
Political propaganda and 
deliberate falsehood have 
become a stock in trade for 
some idle youths who 
engage in disparaging and 
a s s a s s i n a t i n g  t h e  
characters of those they 
perceive as enemies of 
their pay masters. What for 
instance would it profit 
a n y o n e  t o  d e s t r o y  
someone's hard earned 
reputation when at the end 
of the day Plateau people 
are pursuing the same goal 
using different vehicles or 
means to get to the 
destination?   What is 
saddening is the use of 
thugs in the political space 
and campaigns for offices 
meant to serve the people? 
Why for instance would 
someone feel no qualms 
when these e rats feasts on 
their perceived opponents 
and they keep quiet? This 
should not be our Plateau. I 
am not sure our founding 
fathers would be happy 
with the state of affairs of 
our dear state wherever 
they are.

It is time we stop all the 
insults and propaganda 
and know that after 
politicking, we will still 
remain brothers and 
sisters. We should not let 
politics divide us neither 
should it be an avenue for 
allowing our enemies, 
those who do not wish us 
well to find space to 
destroy us. We must know 
that humanity was there 
first before tribe and 
religion. Our leaders must 
(be they secular or 
religious) therefore know 
that it is not their place to 
preach divisive messages 
but to preach messages of 
salvation and love which 
would entrench peace 
amongst the people. On 
the other hand, people 
must stand up to 419 
pol i t ical  leaders and 
fraudulent religious leaders 
who delight in dividing the 
citizenry.

A federal High Court in 
Abuja has held that it is only 
the Independent National 
E lectora l  Commiss ion 
[INEC] that is empowered 
by law to determine the 
mode of collating and 
transmitting election result.

Justice Emeka Nwite, in a 
judgment, also held that it 
is only INEC that has the 
prerogative to direct how 
polling Unit Presiding 
Officer should transfer 
election result, including 
the total  number of  
accredited voters and result 
of the ballot.

Justice Nwite further held 
that the collating and 
transferring of election 
results manually in the 
2023 general elections 
cannot be said to be 
contrary to the relevant 
provisions of the Electoral 
Act. The judgment was on a 
s u i t  m a r k e d :  
FHC/ABJ/CS/1454/ 2022 
filed by the Labour Party 
[LP], with INEC as the sole 
defender. LP had prayed the 

court to declare that INEC 
has no power to opt for 
manual method other than 
the electronic method 
provided for by the relevant 
provision the Electoral Act, 
2022

In the judgment delivered 
on Janaury 23,2023, a copy 
of which The Nation 
sighted on Friday, Justice 
Nwite held that the plaintiff 
misconstrued the provision 
of the Law and proceeded to 
dismiss the suit. He said: 
from the argument of the 
learned plaintiffs' counsel, I 
am of the humble opinion 
that the sections that seek 
for interpretations are 
actually sections 50[2] 
60[5] and 62[2] of the 
Elections Act, 2922. Section 
47(2) as cited by the 
learned counsel to the 
plaintiff only deals with 
accreditation of voters 
using a Smart Card Reader, 
but  not  co l lat ion or  
transmission of result as 
postulated by the learned 
counsel, “the judge held. 

Justice Nwite noted that 
section 60(5) of the 
Electoral Act, 2022 provides 

for the accredited voters 
from the polling unit. He 
also noted that section 62 
(2) of the same Act 
provides for completion, 
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  
continues update of the 
register of election results 
as distinct database for all 
polling units results as 
c o l l a t e d  b y  t h e  
commission. 

Justice Nwite added: “The 
said section 62(2) has 
mandated that  such 
register of election results 
shall be kept in an 
electronic format by the 
commission at its national 
headquarters. Now a close 
reading of section 50(2) of 
the Act has provided for 
voting and transmission of 
result to be done in 
accordance with the 
p r o c e d u r e  t o  b e  
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  
commission. This is to say 
that the commission is at 
liberty to prescribe or 
choose the manner it is 
t r a n s m i t t e d .  “  
Consequently, this matter 
is hereby dismissed, “ 
Justice Nwite said.

FORMER Commissioner for 

Environment,  Minera l  

Resources, Science and 

Technology in Anambra 

State, who is currently the 

Head of Intervention Team 

in the Peter Obi Presidential 

Campaign Organization, Dr. 

I f e d i  Okwenna ,  h a s  

enjoined judges of judiciary 

arm of the government to 

d o  t h e  n eed f u l ,  b y  

e x e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  

independence to ensure 

that they return the country 

on the path of progress.
In a press statement he 

issued to some selected 

media houses recently in 

Abuja, Okwenna said: “I am 

telling the judges that we 

are all buying from the 

same market and if the 

economy is good, it is for all 

of us. They should do the 

needful as an independent 

arm of the government to 

restore Nigeria on the path 

of progress. From his past 

experience, you assured 

Nigerians that my principal, 

Ob i  w i l l  rec la im h is  

mandate.”
Still urging the judiciary to 

live up to expectations, he 

said that Nigerians are 

worried that INEC chairman 

is telling them to go to 

court. Adding: “if he is 

telling us to go to courts, he 

deliberately did things 

wrong, it means his sister 

or brother is the judge.” 
Speaking on the fact that 

Nigerians know what Peter 

Obi stands for, he said “We 

campaigned throughout 

the 36 States and the 

Federal Capital Territory 

(FCT), convinced Nigerians 

on what Peter Obi stands 

for and we told them what 

we have in store for them. 

We are happy every 

N iger ian  knew what  

h a p p e n e d .  T h e  

intervention team went to 

all nooks and crannies of 

Nigeria, including Borno 

where people fear to go. 

We were convinced that no 

one would conspire against 

Obi.”
He continued: “During 

the Pres ident ia l  and 

N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  

election, Nigerians came 

out en-mass and voted for 

who they wanted to be 

their president and Obi won 

the election and there is no 

d o u b t  a b o u t  t h a t .  

Everywhere throughout 

the country Nigerians came 

out and voted for Peter. But 

INEC truncated the wish of 

Nigerians.  Not only did 

they suppress the wished 

of Nigeria the opportunity 

to have the president they 

wanted. We have gone to 

court, we are going to 

r e c o v e r  o u r  s t o l e n  

mandate. We can't suffer 

for nothing.

Is this our Plateau?

It is time we stop 

all the insults and 

propaganda and 

know that after 

politicking, we will 

still remain 

brothers and 

sisters. We should 

not let politics 

divide us neither 

should it be an 

avenue for 

allowing our 

enemies, those 

who do not wish 

us well to find 

space to destroy 

us. We must know 

that humanity was 

there first before 

tribe and religion.

Only INEC, empowered to 
transmit results -Justice  

Stories from 

JIDAUNA YANUNG, Abuja

'Return country to path of progress’

Okwenna
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LITIGATING election disputes is 
contentious, complex, and 
excessively technical. This 
accounts for the reason election 
tribunals and courts make efforts 
to resolve election disputes but 
often fail to address the grievances 
of litigants. As expected, political 
attention is shifting to the courts 
as aggrieved candidates and 
political parties that contested in 
Nigeria's 2023 general elections 
are approaching the courts to 
challenge the outcome of the polls 
and seeking legal remedies. The 
polling unit was the arena of 
electoral competition a few weeks 
ago, but the courts have displaced 
the polling units as the new arena 
for electoral contests. As it stands, 
the courts will determine the final 
vote in all election disputes it 
entertains.

The process of registering a 
complaint or challenging the 
outcome of the election is called an 
election petition. Election tribunals 
or the courts address grievances 
with election results ventilated by 
litigants. Unlike other cases, 
election petitions are special cases 
in a class of their own. Due to their 
special nature, the procedures, 
courts, and timelines for filing 
documents are unique. Some 
technical defects or irregularities 
considered immaterial in other 
proceedings could be fatal to 
proceedings in election petitions. 
Let's consider five critical 
components of Nigeria's election 
adjudication process.

Not all persons can question an 
election outcome

Different categories of persons 
participate in elections, but not all 
possess the right to challenge or 
question the result of an election. 
Section 133 of the Electoral Act 
2022 defines persons entitled to 
present an election petition. They 
include candidates in an election 
and a political party that 
participated in the election. A 
person whose e lect ion i s  
questioned is a party to an election 
petition. Where the complaint is 
against a permanent or adhoc 
official of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC), the electoral commission 
will be listed as a party due to its 
role in the administration of 
elections. Nigeria's electoral law 
considers these persons necessary 
parties in an election petition. An 
election petition will suffer an ill 
fate if these parties are excluded.

The person (s) or political party 
that initiates or files an election 
petition is referred to as the 
Petitioner, while the person or 
party the petition is made against 
is called the Respondent. In most 
cases, the Petitioner will seek to 
establish that the candidate INEC 
declared the winner was not validly 
elected or that they are entitled to 
be declared the winner. The 
respondents will include the 
person or party declared the 
election winner. A tribunal or Court 
would not entertain any petition 
that questions an election result or 
a winner declared by INEC unless 
the person announced as a winner 
is joined as a party.

Special tribunals and courts 

resolve election disputes
A distinctive feature of election 

petitions lies in the courts and 
tribunals with judicial powers to 
resolve election disputes. The 
1999 Constitution, as amended 
and  E lec to ra l  Ac t  2022,  
estab l ishes the fo l lowing 
tribunals and courts with 
jurisdictional competencies;

National Assembly and State 
Houses of Assembly Election 
Tribunals for each state of the 
federation and the FCT with 
authority to entertain petitions on 
National Assembly and House of 
Assembly elections (Section 
285(1) 1999 Constitution as 
amended)

Governorship Election Tribunal 
to hear and determine petitions 
for governorship elections 
( S e c t i o n  2 8 5 ( 2 )  1 9 9 9  
Constitution as amended)

Court of Appeal to adjudicate 
petitions against presidential 
elections (Section 239(1) 1999 
Constitution)

Area Council Election Tribunal to 
resolve disputes related to the 
elections into the office of the 
Chairman and Councilors within 
the FCT. (Section 131(1) Electoral 
Act 2022)

As a matter of law, election 
petition tribunals are constituted 
not later than 30 days before an 
election holds. The Tribunal is 
required to open registries for 
business seven days before the 
election. These tribunals and 
courts can only resolve an 
election dispute if the law gives 
them authority. Without the legal 
power, any proceeding conducted 
by these tribunals or Courts will 
be an exercise in futility. An 
election tribunal or Court must 
fulfill certain conditions before it 
assumes jurisdiction to resolve an 
election dispute. First, Tribunal or 
Cour t  mus t  be  p roper l y  
constituted. Members of the 
panel should be duly qualified as 
prescribed by law. Secondly, the 
subject matter of the case is 
within the defined scope or 
powers of the Tribunal or Court. 
Lastly, due process is followed in 

initiating the case before a court, 
and all pre-conditions have been 
satisfied.

All timeframes are sacrosanct
The Constitution and Electoral 

Act make explicit provisions on the 
timeframe within which an 
aggrieved person can institute a 
legal case challenging the result of 
an election. The law also provides 
a timeline for the courts to 
determine an election petition. 
The Court will only entertain an 
election petition if the petition is 
filed within the timeframe 
prescribed by the law. The 
Petitioner intending to challenge 
an election result must file their 
petition within 21 days after the 
declaration of the election results. 
Filing a petition outside the fixed 
period renders it incompetent and 
strips the Tribunal of the 
jurisdiction to hear and determine 
the petition.

An election tribunal has 180 days 
from the filing date to hear and 
determine an election petition. 
Any petition determined outside 
180 days is invalid. Any person 
displeased with the decision of the 
National/State Assembly or 
Governorship election tribunal 
must file a notice of appeal in the 
registry of the Tribunal or Court 
within 21 days from the decision 
date. An appeal against the 
decision of the Tribunal must be 
disposed of by the appellate courts 
(Court of Appeal and Supreme 
Court) within 60 days from the 

date of the delivery of judgment 
by the Tribunal or Court. In 
addition, appeals from the 
decision of the Court of Appeal to 
the Supreme Court shall be filed 
within 14 days from the date the 
decision appealed against was 
delivered. It takes approximately 
eight months to resolve a dispute 
on National/State Assembly 
elections, ten months in the case 
of a governorship election 
petition, and eight months to 
determine a presidential election 
pe t i t i on .  No  ma t t e r  t he  
exigencies, or emergencies, the 
time fixed by the constitution to 
hear and determine election cases 
cannot be extended.

Grounds for challenging an 
election must be recognised by 
law

Any individual or political party 
that intends to challenge or 
question the result of an election 
must ensure the petition is 
established on a valid ground or 
reason recognized by law. An 
election petition can only succeed 
with valid grounds recognized by 
the 1999 Constitution or 2022 
Electoral Act. Section 134 of the 
Electoral Act 2022 lays out three 
grounds. They include;

Non-qualification: An election 
can be questioned if the person 
declared as a winner was not 
qualified to contest the election at 
the time of the election. Where a 
candidate fails to meet the criteria 
enshrined in the constitution, 
such a person is ineligible to 
contest  an e lect ion.  The 
requirements of citizenship, age 
(President 35yrs, Senate and 
Governors 35yrs, House of Reps 
and State assembly 25yrs), 
membership and sponsorship by a 
political party, and education 
qualification are the foundational 
criteria for running for office.

Corrupt practices and non-
compliance: A petitioner must 
establish that the election was 
invalid by reason of corrupt 
practices or non-compliance with 
provisions of the 2022 Electoral 
Act. Corrupt practices include 
electoral offenses like election 
fraud, bribery, falsification of 
election results. Non-compliance 
refers to outright violations of the 
2022 Electoral Act and INEC 
Guidelines, which confers an 
undue advantage to a candidate 
or party.

Failure of the person declared a 
winner to score a majority of 
lawful votes: Once the person 
initiating the petition can 
establish the candidate declared a 
winner of an election was not duly 

elected by the majority of lawful 
votes cast at the election, the 
election will be nullified. This 
ground relates to errors, 
computational accuracy in the 
collation of votes, and exclusion of 
votes against the person filing the 
petition and that the person 
declared the winner fails to meet 
the legal requirement to be 
returned as a winner.

Tr i buna l  j udgmen t s  a r e  
appealable.

Litigants who are dissatisfied 
with rulings delivered by election 
tribunals or courts of first instance 
can appeal such judgments as a 
matter of constitutional right. 
Appeals arising from the decision 
of the Court of Appeal in respect of 
a presidential election shall be 
heard by the Supreme Court, 
which is the Court of last resort. In 
contrast, appeals against the 
decision of a Governorship 
election tribunal lie to the Court of 
Appeal and from the Court of 
Appeal to the Supreme Court, 
which is the final arbiter. Lastly, 
appeals on National and State 
Assembly election tribunal 
judgments are filed at the Court of 
Appeal, which is the final Court for 
all appeals related to legislative 
elections.

While the recourse to an 
unelected body of judges to 
resolve election disputes signals 
increasing faith in the judicial 
process, it also exposes the 
desperation of politicians to 
exploit the litigation process to 
clinch electoral victory. Without 
good judges, the aspiration of 
advancing electoral justice and 
political legitimacy may be 
thwarted. Charles Evans Huges, in 
his presidential address to the 
American Bar Associat ion, 
described a good judge as: –

“An honest, high-minded, able 
and fearless judge is, therefore, 
the most servant of democracy, 
for he illuminates justice as he 
interprets and applies the law; as 
he makes clear the benefits and 
shortcomings of the standards of 
individual and community rights 
amongst a free people.”

May good judges rise when it 
matters most to enforce the will of 
the people expressed through the 
ballot box.

I t o d o  i s  a n  e l e c t i o n ,  
democracy, and public policy 
enthusiast. Itodo serves as the 
Executive Director of Yiaga 
Africa. He is also a board 
member of the Kofi Annan 
Foundation and the Board of 
Advisers of International 
IDEA.
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Inside the courts and challenging election outcomes
By SAMSON ITODO

“Litigants who are dissatisfied with rulings delivered by election 

tribunals or courts of first instance can appeal such judgments as 

a matter of constitutional right. Appeals arising from the decision 

of the Court of Appeal in respect of a presidential election shall be 

heard by the Supreme Court, which is the Court of last resort. In 

contrast, appeals against the decision of a Governorship election 

tribunal lie to the Court of Appeal and from the Court of Appeal to 

the Supreme Court, which is the final arbiter. Lastly, appeals on 

National and State Assembly election tribunal judgments are filed 

at the Court of Appeal, which is the final Court for all appeals 

related to legislative elections.”
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Acting General Manager, Mr. Paul Jatau (left) addressing Director, Production, 
Mr. Yakubu Kangha and staff of Production

Cross section of Editorial staff listening to the Acting General Manager’s address

From left are, The Nigeria Standard newspaper online Editor, Mr. Fwenji Goar, PPC 
Chapel, NUJ Chairman, Mr. Israel Nanjul Lar and Sub-Desk Editor, Mr. Bulus 
Gambo during the meeting

Director of Marketing, Mr. Stanley Shepvel Naanban (left) flanked by other staff of 
the Department

Acting General Manager, Mr. Paul Jatau (left) Acting Director, Admin, Mr. Jibrin 
Dagor and The Sunday Editor and Acting Editor, Mrs. Francisca Adidi listening 

Cross section of Marketing Department staff during meeting

Cross section of Editorial Department Staff listening to the Acting General 
Manager

Mrs. Victoria Alabura Jonathan of the Production Department (right) flanked by 
other staff the Department at the meeting
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PPC ACTING GENERAL MANAGER ADDRESSES STAFF
The Acting General Manager, Plateau Publishing Corporation (PPC) Mr. Paul Jatau recently addressed staff of the 

corporation at Newsroom, PPC, Jos



PREGNANT woman Holly Bolton was left 
gobsmacked after her boyfriend - who 
was in a hurry - packed her hospital bag 
last minute and she was in disbelief to 
what she found inside

At the height of pregnancy, many 
women are forgiven for the common and 
slightly aggravating baby brain - a term 
which often refers to easily forgotten 
memory and poor concentration. 
However, there is no such excuse for their 
partners.

Sharing her disbelief online, expecting 
new mum Holly Bolton revealed her utter 
shock at the hospital bag that her 
boyfriend packed for her at 33 weeks 
pregnant. Revealing what happened on 
popular social media app TikTok, fellow 
users were also in absolute dismay about 
the man's choice of items, which the 
video detailed.

She wrote: "Rate the hospital bag my 
boyfriend packed for me 33 weeks 
pregnant - he tried his best."

The clip showed items which the mum - 
who is in the third trimester of pregnancy 
- pulled out of the bag to show budding 
users on TikTok.

"Toothbrush and a very empty tube of 

toothpaste," she said. "Trackies in the 33 
degree heatwave.

"Contact lense case but no solution, 
face wipes and deodorant.

"His clothes - at least I have shorts and 
old thongs, which are too small."

Sharing their thoughts on the 
gobsmacking packing in the comment 
section, follower TikTokers rushed to the 
comments - with some even sharing 
shocking experiences of their own.

"My husband packed me a denim mini 
skirt to leave the hospital…..there was no 
way it was gonna fit……it was also 
December!!!!!" One user wrote.

"He packed exactly how he would if he 
was traveling," another joked beside a 
laughing emoji.

A third wrote: "Thongs? You're joking, 
right? I'd tell him to get out of his boxers 
right then and there."

Coming to his defence, Holly quickly 
came to her boyfriend's defence after 
stumbling across the long list of 
comments.

She said: "Guys, he was panicking 
okay, he left work, rushed home, and 
tried to get to me as quickly as possible.”

Source: Mirror
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Odd World

our contemporary society. 
Surprisingly, what is in vogue in  

Christendom today are unending stories 
of Christians not only betraying Christ as 
it is but significantly, their other brothers 
in the Lord. This issue has become more 
pronounced during this democratic 
dispensation which has left some of us to 
wonder whether Christians in this 
country are really in unionism.

One of the crucial issues on the table of 
discourse today is whether accepting the 
Muslim Muslim ticket by Christians as 
proposed by the All Progressives 
Congress, (APC) to the detriment of the 
church is not to some extent betraying 
Christ? First of all, as a free moral agent, 
any Christian can chose where he or she 
belongs in the politicking of a nation. In 
fact, any Christian has the fundamental 
right to getting involved in the 
governance of a secular state like 
Nigeria.

In the spirit of fair play, justice and 
equity however, the concerns and 
reservations many Christians are having 
in the aftermath of the party primaries in 
Nigeria is; though the nation based on 
constitutional provisions is a secular 
state, Christians in most recent times 
have not been carried alone in the act of 
governance.

Basically, since the advent of President 
Mohammed Buhari’s regime, the 
exclusion of Christians in some sensitive 
top ranking government positions have 
left much to be desired. This 
incomprehensible development is 
coming on the heels of several 
unpalatable attacks against Christians, 
their places of worship including other 
strategic edifices in the country. No 
doubt, this most recent ugly unfolding 
pathetic situation has continued to 
traumatize signif icant Christ ian 
population in Nigeria. This development 
has forced many to lose confidence on 
the efficiency and capability of the 
government to protect all irrespective of 
religion and or creed.

As hardship continue in the land, 
imminent hunger, starvation and 
absolute lack has equally pushed many 
innocent citizens against the wall. This is 
not to also forget other excruciating 
consequences of dreaded acts of 
criminality which have negatively 
continued to affect the innocent citizens 
of this country. Left in the middle of this 
circumstances, many citizens are still not 
convinced that this country as polarized 
as it is would overcome these difficulties.

Unfortunately, most of our Christian 
politicians are seeing nothing wrong 
about these sad developments. In fact, 
many of them have refused to come to 
terms with the reality of the fact that it 
has not been easy with Nigerian 
Christians in the past couple of years. 
Today, though Christians have managed 
to endure lopsided appointments, and all 
sorts of persecutions, our Christian 
politicians still are of the opinion that it is 
not yet time for the sons of Jacob to 
liberate themselves from these shackles 
of mental enslavement. Therefore, what 
would be the stance of a Christian 
politicians who do not refuse to accept a 
system’s strategic policies grossly 
unfriendly to Christians? For me, this 
class of politicians are obviously 
betraying Christ and or the Christendom.

ONE of the heartrending and moderately 
thought-provoking Bible stories which 
have continued to prick our spiritual life 
as Christians is how Apostle Peter denied 
knowing Christ and was subsequently 
betrayed by Judas Iscariot during his 
physical ministry here on earth. These 
two disciples according to scriptural 
records were both great men who started 
their promising journey in the vineyard 
of our Lord with extraordinary 
enthusiasm.  

Both Peter and Iscariot were men of 
h igh  i n teg r i ty  and  possessed  
unquestionable characters but at a point; 
let go all they had to be with our Lord, 
Jesus Christ in furtherance of His 
ministry. For the fact that they were with 
our redeemer for years witnessing his 
heart-touching miracles and listening to 
his life changing simons, some of us still 
wondered what really got into them to 
afford them behave in such a manner 
they did when it mattered most? As the 
treasurer of the team, Iscariot was 
knowledgeable enough, even as quite 
t o o  P e t e r  w a s  a p p r e c i a b l y  
knowledgeable. Nonetheless, never did 
the scriptures mentioned that both lived 
in want and or were in any precarious 
situation as such; they were obviously 
comfortable.    

When the ministry of Christ was 
nearing historical end and Jesus Christ 
was in the garden of Brook Kidron, a 
detachment of troops and Pharisees 
came asking who amongst the disciples 
Christ was. Much earlier, Judas had 
betrayed our lord with a kiss trying to 
isolate him for immediate identification. 
As the situation further got complicated, 
after Peter was asked three times to 
confirm whether he was part of our lord's 
team; he vehemently refuted. In fact, 
Apostle Peter subsequently denied 
knowing Christ three times and after 
which, his eyes met with Christ and he 
remembered the promise he earlier 
professed of not going contrary to this.

In 2019, when I had the opportunity of 
visiting the Promised Land, Israel, we got 
ourselves engaged in snapping several 
shots as a reminder of such a rare 
opportunity to travel thus far. At each 
biblical historical point, we had to snap 
these shots with our android phones. Our 
guide was always on hand to intimate us 
of where we were and the significance of 
such places.

On fateful day, our guide took us to one 
of this strange garden and in my usual 
manner, I subsequently ask of where we 
were. Responding, our guide noted that 
“if I must tell you, this tree was where 
Judas Iscariot hanged himself after 
betraying Christ”. On hearing this, most 
of us pocketed our android phones as we 
became uninterested about having 
snapshots there. While many Christians 
will argue that the place also has biblical 
historical value, for me, there was 
nothing quite phenomenal about the 
place.

To be more specific, I was left with no 
other feeling than to completely detach 
myself from any curse which may 
generationally have a symbolic link with 
me. Since this incident took place, I have 
continued to ask God to help me not to 
betray him in my journey of life. We have 
also encouraged many other Christians 
not to go the Iscariot's way no matter the 
difficulties they may find themselves in 

Our Christian politicians are betraying Christ

Pregnant woman in disbelief 
over boyfriend’s packed items



NIGERIA, a nation of over 250 
million people has doctor -to-
population ratio of 1 doctor to 
5000 patients. This is grossly 
inadequate and unacceptable.

The future of Nigeria and its 
health sector is at stake. As a 
matter of urgency, government 
should pursue transformative 
policies and direction to deliver on 
strategic areas of needs which 
would foster  growth and 
development in the health sector. 
To protect the interests of the 
country, we must fall back to 
engage  N ige r i an  Med i ca l  
Association, NMA, with a view to 
addressing issues around funding, 
salary remuneration, provision of 
enabl ing environment and 
equipment to practise.

Arguably, the political class who 
consistently embark on medical 
tourism or often go on trips abroad 
under the guise of scouting for 
foreign investors have failed to 
improve our health sector. This is 
responsible for the brain drain 
chal lenge threatening the 
Country's health sector. As a 

nation, curbing brain drain 
challenge in the health sector and 
medical tourism will continue to 
elude us unless something is done 
to restrict those presently serving 
in public offices or holding political 
positions,  and members of their 
families by way of legislation or 

policy from accessing health care 
services abroad till the end of 
their tenure as this might likely 
prompt them to do the needful.

The three points identified 
around brain drain challenge in 
the health sector are: Under 
funding. Include poor salary 
remuneration for medical 
practitioners and insufficient 
work equipment. Other reasons 
include poor work conditions 
such as deteriorating states of 
health facilities, shortage of 
manpower caused by brain drain 
a n d  u n d e r e m p l o y m e n t .  
Practically, challenges of brain 
drain in the health sector is 
surmountable in spite of paucity 
of funds and different competing 
economic sector demand. 

Ethnicity, religion, judicial 
compromise and lack of political 
will are the bane of Nigeria's fight 
against corruption. If leaders or 
those in corridors of power do 
diligen work on prosecuting 
corruption cases  to the letter, 
remove loopho les ,  b lock   
m i s a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a n d  
mismanagement of funds in all 
sectors of the economy, and 
ensure strategic deployment and 
timely releases of budgeted 
funds to health related areas; if 
they prioritise key health 
infrastructure projects with 
multiplier potentials;  it will not 

only curb the challenge of brain 
drain in the health sector,  and 
medical tourism but will also 
return the country on the path of 
economic and institutional 
growth and development. 

Other measures to reduce 
medical tourism and brain drain 
challenge include identifying 
opportunities for tapping into the 
potentials of Nigerian medical 
practitioners abroad, sustain and 
increase partnership with 
development partners, reform 
and restructuring of health care 
service facilities at all levels-  
Primary health Care, Cottage 

Hospitals and the Tertiary health 
Care institutions.  

Contrary to speculations, 
Nigeria's medical practitioners 

credible performance in the 
management of Ebola and Covid-
19 pandemic is an attestation to 
the competency of our gallant 
medical practitioners.  If accorded 
the needed motivation and 
encouragement in terms of 
proper funding, better salary 
remuneration, provision of 
adequate work equipment, they 
would professionally meet the 
medical need and expectations of 
many Nigerians to the point 
where the Country would attract 

people from elsewhere for 
medical tourism. Till then, 
a c h i e v i n g  S u s t a i n a b l e  
Development Goal; Number 5 is 
one of the key areas in which 
government needs to rebirth.

As we mark World Health Day, 
let's play our quota to stop 
pollution, desertification, and 
other harmful practices to 
s a f e g u a r d  o u r  p l a n e t  
(environment) .

Godwin Moses is of Media 
A c t i o n  f o r  H e a l t h ,  
E n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  
Sustainable Development, 
(MAHESD)
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One of the burning issues currently bedeviling health sector in the country is the phenomenon of brain drain challenge in the health sector.   
Between 2016 and 2018, Nigeria has lost about 9,000 medical practitioners to the Western communities. Prof. Innocent Ujah, President of the 
Nigerian Medical Association, (NMA), recently raised concern over the phenomenon which now manifested as brain drain challenge while 
speaking during the Maiden Annual Lecture of the Nigerian Medical Association, with the theme "Brain drain and Medical Tourism." GODWIN 
MOSES writes.

Curbing brain drain in the health sector

“Contrary to speculations, Nigeria's medical 
practitioners credible performance in the 
management of Ebola and Covid-19 pandemic is an 
attestation to the competency of our gallant medical 
practitioners.  If accorded the needed motivation and 
encouragement in terms of proper funding,  better 
salary remuneration, provision of adequate work 
equipment, they would professionally meet the 
medical need and expectations of many Nigerians to 
the point where the Country would attract people from 
elsewhere for medical tourism”.

Ujah Osagie Mamora
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nce the backbone is 
already there, as it is at Opresent, future claims and 

objections will continue to perfect 
the register.

Nigerian electoral law provides 
that voters require voters cards 

(Permanent Voters Cards – PVCs)  

to be able to vote.  Following the 
clean-up of the register,  the cards 
of new voters and old voters who 
transferred their voting locations 
or made corrections to their 
personal details such as names, 
dates of birth, addresses etc. have 
been reprinted and made 
available for collection. The 
collection of PVCs commenced on 
12th December 2022 and is 
scheduled to terminate on 22nd 
January 2023. It commenced at 
the 774 Local Government Areas 
of the country between 12th 
December 2022 and 5th January 
2023. Thereafter, we devolved it 
to the 8,809 Wards across the 
country to run until 15th January 
2023. Then from 16th January, we 
returned to the Local Government 
Areas, and this will last until 22nd 
January, when collection will be 
suspended for the election. 
However, given the enthusiasm of 
registered voters to collect their 
PVCs and the concerns expressed 
about the procedure and duration 
of the exercise, the Commission 
announced an extension of the 
collection at Ward level to end on 
22nd  J anua r y  2023  and  
subsequently revert to the Local 
Government level until 29th 
January 2023. State offices of the 
Commission have also been 
directed to review the procedure 
and remove any bottlenecks and 
deal with sundry allegations of 
extortion by staff, inducement of 
officials by registered voters 
seeking to collect their cards and 
discriminatory issuance of PVCs.

Election Technology
In other to avoid the usual 

challenges with the application of 
new election technologies, the 
Commission introduced and 
tested our innovations for the 
election early enough. There are 
three critical components namely, 
the INEC Voter Enrollment Device 
(IVED) for improved registration 
of voters, the Bimodal Voter 
Accreditation System (BVAS) for 
both voter accreditation and e-
transmission of results for 
collation and the INEC Result 
Viewing (IReV) portal to offer the 
public access to view Polling Unit 
results. The IVED has been 
deployed for recent registration of 
voters, which saw the inclusion of 

9,518,188 new voters in the 
register of voters after a 
thorough clean-up, thereby 
bringing the total number of 
registered voters for the 2023 
general election to 93,469,008 of 
which 37,060,399 (39.65%) are 
youth between the ages of 18 
and 34, closely followed by 
33,413,591 (35.75%) middle 
aged voters between 35 and 49. 
Together, they account for 
70,473,990 (75.39%) of the 
total number of voters. Already 
their PVCs, which every voter 
requires for identification on 
election day, have been printed 
and are  be ing co l lec ted 
nationwide. The collection of 
PVCs will end on 29th January 
2023.

For the BVAS and IReV, we 
initially deployed it on pilot basis 
in several bye-elections and off-
cycle governorship elections. The 
I Re V  w a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  
governorship elections in Edo 
State (September 2020) and 
Ondo State (October 2020). A 
combination of both BVAS and 
IReV was used in Anambra State 
(November 2021), Ekiti State 
(June 2022) and Osun State (July 
2022). The BVAS was also used 
in the Area Council elections in 
the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) in February 2022. 
Deploying this technology in 
these major elections afforded 
the Nigerian public and the 
Commission opportunities to get 
acquainted with the device and 
to review its performance with a 

view to enhancing it towards the 
general election. For the 
Commission, several lessons 
have been learnt from these 
deployments and we believe that 
we are ready to deploy these 
technologies for the general 
election.

Expansion of Voter Access 
to Polling Units

Election is about actualising the 
fundamental democratic right to 
vote. However, if one has the 
right to vote but has nowhere to 
vote, then that right is only 
nominal. This was the principle 
that made the Commission to 
work with a broad range of 
stakeholders to expand voter 
access to Polling Units in 2021. At 
the end of the exercise, the first 
in 25 years since 1996, Nigeria 
now has 176,846 Polling Units as 
against 119,974 previously. 
However, recent governorship 
and FCT elections indicate that 
voters did not take advantage of 
the establishment of these new 
Polling Units. There are still many 
crowded and sparsely populated 
Polling Units, sometimes in close 
vicinity of each other. The 
Commission has worked out 
modalities for addressing this 
problem.

W h e n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
embarked on the programme of 
expanding voter access to Polling 
Units, one of the objectives was 
the relocation of the Polling Units 
to better facilities, where 
necessary and available. Prior to 
this exercise, some Polling Units 

were in forests, shrines, 
dilapidated buildings and the 
homes of ”big men”. This 
oftentimes curtailed access for 
certain politically-targeted voters.  
Many of the locations were also 
unsuitable for people with 
disability. I am glad that most of 
these problematic Polling Units 
have been relocated and voters 
will have a much better voting 
experience in 2023 than before.

Inclusive Election
Our Commission remains fully 

committed to making Nigerian 
elections inclusive. Over the 
years, we have worked with 
various stakeholders to increase 
the participation of young people 
and women.  The work that the 
”Not too Young to Run” 
movement did in reducing the 
age requirement for contesting in 
some electoral positions has 
been underscored by the 
Commission's youth policy. In 

addition, the Commission 
produced a Gender Policy to 
serve in 2012 as a guide to a 
fairer working environment for 
women in the Commission and to 
increase the role of women in the 
electoral process. We remain 
committed to these policies.

Apart from young persons and 
women,  the  Commiss ion  
continues to work with the 
community of persons with 
disability to ensure that they are 
fully part of the electoral process. 
For instance, over the last two 
electoral cycles, the Commission 
has been working with partners 

such as Inclusive Friends 
Association (IFA) and The Albino 
Foundation (TAP) to provide 
braille ballot guides for visually 
impaired voters and magnifying 
classes for albino voters. Just last 
week, the Commission met with 
the community of persons with 
disability. We are working 
together for the launch of a data 
dashboard that captures all 
registered voters with disability 
in all Polling Units nationwide, 
disaggregated by type of 
disability. This will further ensure 
that we are able to better serve 
this community of voters.

Election Staff Recruitment 
and Training

This is essential to the success 
of any election. For the 2023 
general election, the Commission 
requires at least 707,384 
Presiding and Assistant Presiding 
O f f i c e r s ,  a b o u t  1 7 , 6 8 5  
Supervisory Presiding Officers, 
9,620 Col lat ion/Returning 
officers, as well as 530,538 
Polling Unit security officials, 
making a total of 1,265,227. 
These are not staff of the 
Commission and must be 
painstakingly recruited and 
trained to ensure that they are 
both fit-for-purpose and non-
partisan. However, the greatest 
number of election officials in 
Nigeria are these temporary or 
ad hoc staff recruited principally 
from the among young Nigerian 
University and Polytechnic 
graduates enrolled in the 
mandatory one-year National 
Youth Service Corps (NYSC), 
students of tertiary institutions, 
staff of federal agencies and 
university lecturers. Preparing 
them adequately for their roles 
as polling officials, supervisors 
and result managers is central to 
a successful election. This has 
become even more critical given 
the growing deployment of 
technology in our elections. It 
has consistently been observed 
in previous elections that some 
ad hoc staff were unable to use 
devices for accreditation and 
resul t management. As a 
Commission, we continue to 
explore more effective and 
efficient ways of training this very 
diverse group within the usually 
short period of time available.  
Therefore,  we have the Electoral 
Institute of the Commission, 
which is dedicated to election 
staff training. They have already 
f i n a l i s e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
methodologies and manuals for 
the election to ensure that 
training commences early.

“Our Commission remains fully committed to 
making Nigerian elections inclusive. Over the 
years, we have worked with various 
stakeholders to increase the participation of 
young people and women.  The work that the 
”Not too Young to Run” movement did in 
reducing the age requirement for contesting in 
some electora l posi t ions  has  been 
underscored by the Commission's youth 

policy.”
 Prof. Mahmood Yakubu

F R A G M E N T

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

THE 

PROF. MAHMOOD YAKUBU

Preparations, priorities for electoral integrity and inclusion

To be continued

Continued from last week


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32

