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APC EQUITY AND JUSTICE CANVASES SUPPORT FOR MAJE
The All Progressives Congress (APC) Equity and Justice Forum Tuesday held press conference at the Nigeria Union of 

Journalists, Press Centre, Jos

Cross section of Cameramen covering the event

Cross section of newsmen during the press briefing by the Forum

NUJ Chairman, Plateau State Council, Mr. Paul Jatau (left) with Federal 
Radio Corporation Chief, Mr. Josiah Buzun

NUJ Vice Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo, Secretary of the council, Peter Amine 
and other Journalists

Chairman of the Forum, Mr. Nuhu Ayuba Shikdima (right) addressing 
newsmen flanked by Rt. Hon. Joshua Madaki, former, speaker, PLHA and 
Hon. Iliya S. Mangai

NUJ assignment Editor, Pam Musa (right) with Jude Dangwam

From left are, Nehemiah Joshua Nangol, Nenrot David Longlam and Steve 
Davou Damar members of the Forum

Journalists taking notes at the Press Conference
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Mothers Day is considered as a 
very auspicious moment to 
celebrate the daily role of 
mothers in shaping not only the 
home front but also the society at 
large. It is indeed an occasion 
that calls for reflection on who a 
mother is.

If one is to ask every individual 
to narrate the story of  his  or her 
upbringing, 8 out of 10 would 
ascribe their success in life to 
their mothers. The fact remains 
that a typical Nigerian mother 
represent many things to 
different folks. These mothers 
may be married yet are sole bread 
winners, some are teenage 
mothers, some are widows, some 
are barren, while some are called 
mothers simply because they are  
married despite all forms of 
n e g l e c t ,  b i t t e r n e s s  a n d  
frustration.

Some are barely hanging on in 

failed marriages just for the sake 
of their children while some are 
afraid of the way society will look 
at them if they quit the institution 
called marriage. Unfortunately, 
many of them are suffering in 
silence from the hands of some 
mindless husbands who see 
nothing good about their wives 
no matter the effort and no 
matter the sacrifice put in by their 
spouses.

A good mother  may be 
described as one who is God 
fearing, honest, faithful, patient, 
loyal, loving  and caring among 
other  virtues. Must often she is 
the Chief cook of the house 
whereby she ensures that the 
family meals are well prepared, 
sometimes she sacrifices her own 
portion incase the food wouldn't 
be enough to go round, she does 
not sleep if the children go to bed 
on empty stomach.

She is the teacher of the family 
who makes sure the children do 
their school home work. She is 
also the chief law officer who 
enforces disciplinary measures in 
case there is any breach of the 
house rules.  A mother also 
serves as the Director of finance 
and supplies of the family by 
m a k i n g  s u r e  f i n a n c i a l  
expenditure and income is well 
appropriated while she also in 
most cases is the chaplain of the 
family who ensures that prayers 

are observed.
Don't forget she is the nursing 

mother of the home who makes 
sure no one in the family goes sick 
and above all, she plays the role 
of a mother to both the husband  
the children while still stepping up 
her role in the other room just to 
keep body and soul together.

Looking closely at the bulk of  
our mothers in our present day 
Nigeria, one  may not be wrong to 
say that our mothers in the 
villages and even in the urban 
centers are yet to find the desired  
respite particularly on the part of 
the illiterate ones whose day 
begins with toiling from morning  
to sunset just to make ends meet 
for their families. Nowadays 
women who are mothers are 
involved in menial jobs such as 
mason farming, stone crushing, 
taxi/keke driving house cleaning 
apart from those who are 
involved in petty trading in the 
market and so on.

Although mothers can be 
referred  as the conscience of the 
family, here I am talking about 
mothers who will not abandoned 
their responsibilities and end up 
being mothers who are found 
hanging in brotels drinking, 
smoking and prostituting. And 
not  mothers  that  wou ld  
compromise moral standards to 
tolerate their children hanging 
out with bad company or those of 
them who chastise their wards for 
coming back home late at night or 
those mothers who will always 
call their children to order. Also, a 
good mother will not allow her 
children to become armed 
robbers, bandits, kidnappers and 
terrorists. Good mothers are not 
busy bodies who will destabilize 
peaceful homes and destroy 
relationships among relatives, 
friends and associates. What 
about mothers who  roundly 
condemn abortions by their 
daughters because,  such 

negative aspects endangers the 
well-being of the family circle 
which a woman is expected to 
play a good motherly role for the 
moral rejuvenation of the family 
and indeed the society especially 
where the husbands are either 
absentee heads of household or 
are just sitting on the fence.

Today our mothers either dead 
or alive should be celebrated for 
their sacrifice, love and care. 
Some could not even live to see 
what the fruit of what their 
labour have become. But l owe 
them a debt of gratitude for 
raising us up in both good and 
bad times. Let those fond 
memories of our sweet mothers  
inspire us to greatness while we 
must in return take proper care 
of them as a matter of 
r e spons i b i l i t y  and  good  
consc ience.  SMS ONLY- 
kennethd1966@gmail.com
08098181805
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WATER  is life, goes a very 

popular saying: This cannot be 

distant  from the truth. “No 

homo sapiens and even 

animals and other things can 

survive without the usage of 

water. It is an inescapable 

n e c e s s i t y  f o r  h u m a n  

existence. 
Its multi-purpose usuage is 

legendary we need water to 

bath, we need water to wash 

our dirty cloths we need water 

to cook, we even need water 

to wash our cars and fill the 

water tanks.
Of recent, Jos city and its 

environs have been enmeshed 

with water scarcity. Virtually, 

all the communities in Jos 

have  been  w i t ne s s i ng  

unprecedented, severely 

biting water scarcity. People 

cannot  property undertake 

their domestic chores because 

of scarcity of this very 

“essential commodity”. While 

being austere with the usage 

of water, if available at all 

some domestic chores are left 

undone.
Needless to say, water 

vendors nay water tankers 

have now taken the centre 

stage, in the provision of this 

necessity. Apart from makng 

brisks business, the water 

vendors have become lords 

onto themselves. An ugly  

incident was averted recently 

in one community in Jos.

The story goes thus: A 

desperate person who was 

desirous of water to cook his 

meal came across a water 

vendor to buy. The water 

vendor reported that the water 

was not available. Angered by 

the reply from the water 

vendor while he was seeing 

jericans full of water, the man 

lost his temper and was ready 

for fist-cuff.
It took the intervention of a 

passer by before the looming 

fight was aborted. Why the 

refusal to sell the water to the 

patronize? The water vendor 

dutifully reveals that, they said 

water had been booked. You 

find it funny and ridiculous? 

No, that was visibly the home 

truth because the water 

vensor saidhe was in business 

and if the water was not 

booked, he would have sold 

same and went back for 

another round of water supply.
And what about the cost of 

the water, Hitherto, a 50 liters 

jerican of water in the said 

community sold for twenty 

(25) to thirty (30) naira, has 

now lip-frog to fifty (50) naira  

and above. In the face of the 

economic hardship, the poor 

folks who can not afford this  

“exorbitant” costs have only 

one rescuer only water-the 

dirty river of streams in the 

neighborhood.
Though boreholes (with all 

the attendant effects on the 

earth surface) abound in some 

of these vicinities, water 

scarcity still persists. It is 

either the boreholes are 

malfunctioning or those being 

powered by NEPA (sorry, JED) 

are out of use as a result of the 

“usual” power outrage. Inspite 

of this, whenever the water is 

available at the borehole, it is 

the same typical story of the 

Nigerian shylock. Must sell at 

the same price like the known 

water vendors.
Indeed, apart from the 

boreholes, where those water 

vendors and the water 

tankerdrivers ferry their 

products’ to the un suspecting 

consumers remain unknown. 

No kidding, yours sincerely, 

feeling thirty attempted to 

drink water in one household 

at the neighbourhood, lo and 

behold, the
 water smells. what about 

the rains? We are already at 

the twilight of April which by 

ordinary estimation, the 

heavens should have opened 

with bounteous rains. Alas, it 

has been some isolated cases 

of drizzling. The other day we 

were discussing with a friend 

on this precarious situation of 

water scarcity. What he offers 

was not hope but stark 

g loom.  He  asked  me  

rhetorically. Don't you know 

that there is climate change? 

He said what used to be 

obtainable then, may not be 

feasible now.
With this scurry scenario of 

water scarcity, particularly in 

a densely populated city like 

Jos, the propensity of the 

outbreak of water borne 

diseases is high. The 

committant effect, sure 

would be monumental. 

Without having hospital 

records at one's disposal, one 

can say that, this water 

scarcity might have sent 

some innocent citizens to 

their early graves. May the 

good Lord help us all.

BY KENNETH DARENG

Tribute to Nigerian mothers

A good mother  may be described as one who is God 

fearing, honest, faithful, patient, loyal, loving  and caring 

among other  virtues. Must often she is the Chief cook of 

the house whereby she ensures that the family meals are 

well prepared, sometimes she sacrifices her own portion 

incase the food wouldn't be enough to go round, she does 

not sleep if the children go to bed on empty stomach.

It took the intervention of a passerby before the 

looming fight to finish was aborted. And why the 

refusal to sell the water to the patronize? The water 

vendor dutifully reveals that, they said water had 

been booked. You find it funny and ridiculous? No, 

that was visibly he was in business and if the water 

was not booked, he would have sold same and go 

back for another round of water supply.

By VICTOR ALI

Water scarcity and health 
hazard
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From left are, Makinde (Oyo, PDP), Sanwo-Olu (Lagos, APC), Abdulrazaq (Kwara, 
APC)

From left are, Sen. Sani Uba, (Kaduna, APC), Yahaya (Gombe, APC), Ono, (Akwa-
Ibo, PDP)

From left are, Edet Otu (Cross River, APC), Rt. Oborevwori (Delta, PDP), Yusuf 
(Kano, NNPP)

From left are, Fr. Alia (Benue, APC), Sule (Nasarawa, APC), Siminalayi (Rivers, PDP)

From Left are, Abiodun (Ogun, APC), Bumi (Yobe, APC),  Kadda (Katsina, APC)

From left are, Aliyu (Sokoto, APC), Barr. Caleb Mutfwang, (Plateau, PDP), Namadi 
(Jigawa, APC)

From left are, Mohammed (Bauchi, PDP), Zulum (Borno, APC), Lawal (Zamfara, 
PDP)
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Portraits of some Nigerian Governors-elect during the 2023 Governorship elections monitored by The 
Nigeria Standard Photo-Editor.
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n t e r - a g e n c y  
C o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  ISupport

What other agencies do in 
support of the Commission is very 
important to the quality of 
elections. In i ts work, the 
Commission depends a lot on 
especially the judiciary,  security 
agencies and media organisations.  
Inter-agency collaboration and 
support are therefore key in the 
conduct of the 2023 general 
election.  To this end,  INEC has 
established a long-standing 
collaboration with key agencies.  
We interfaced with different levels 
of the judiciary in the run up to the 
2 0 1 9  general election,  and that 
engagement was very fruitful.  For 
the last three electoral cycles,  the 
In te r -agency  Consu l t a t i ve  
Committee on Election Security 
(ICCES)  has been in existence and 
has supported the Commission.  A 
lot of progress has been made in 
recent times through ICCES, 
e s p e c i a l l y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
production of a common code of 
conduct for security officials 
during elections, establishment of 
common s i tuat ion rooms,  
expanding the Committee to 
include other agencies, the most 
recent being the involvement of 
agencies working on financial 
c r imes .  In  add i t i on ,  the  
Commission holds regular 
interactions with political parties, 
civil society organisations, the 
media, security agencies and 
development partners. Such 
engagements, collaborations and 
partnerships are critical to the 
success of the general election.

The most recent inter-agency 
stakeholder initiative of the 
Commission relates to the 
problem of vote selling and vote 
buying at polling units on election 
day.  The Commiss ion,  in  
conjunct ion wi th  secur i ty  
agenc i e s ,  an t i - co r rup t i on  
agencies, media regulatory 
agencies, political parties and the 
civi l  society organisations 
launched this major initiative in 
December 2022. The aim is to 
ensure a more robust monitoring 
and reporting of the illegal 
business of vote buying and to 
s t r e n g t h e n  c o n t r o l  a n d  
enforcement.

E l e c t o r a l  O p e r a t i o n s ,  
Procurement and Logistics

This is proceeding satisfactorily. 
On 4th January 2023, we received 
the final batch of the BVAS to be 
used for the election. That puts us 
on course to perform functional 
and integrity tests on every BVAS 

to be deployed for the election, 
which has been concluded in 
many States nationwide. In 
addition, we plan to conduct a 
series of mock trials of the BVAS 
with actual voters in real-time in 
parts of the country to further 
ascertain their functioning in 
actual election situations. Other 
sensitive materials, such as the 
ballots and result forms, are 
being printed. The Commission is 
progressively taking delivery of 
them and deploying them to 
locations across the country.

Logistics has often been a 
major Achilles heel of elections in 
Nigeria. We are determined to 
solve the challenge. We have 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  L o g i s t i c s  
Management System, which 
uses an Android application and 
web dashboard to track election 
materials from procurement 
through storage to delivery. For 
the first time, we have a 
comprehensive Election Logistics 
Framework (ELF) to guide 
logistics for the general elections 
f r o m  p l a n n i n g , t h r o u g h  
deployment to retrieval.  This is 
the first deployment of an end-to-
end logistics framework for 
elections.

On election day transportation, 
the Commission recently signed 
a  n e w  M e m o ra n d u m  o f  
Understanding (MoU) with the 
umbrella bodies of road transport 
and marine unions. We are 
presently working with the 
unions to deal with all the noticed 
bottlenecks to ensure a more 
efficient and timely delivery of 
materials to Polling Units.

The Commission is happy with 
the extent of preparations for the 
2023 general election. This is 
borne out by the timelines in our 
election timetable of which 11 of 
14 act iv i t ies  have been 
accomplished. However, despite 
our extensive preparations, 
there are still some outstanding 
issues and challenges of concern, 
some of which are beyond the 
remit of the Commission, to 
which I will now turn.

Insecurity and its Impact on 
the Election

The perennial insecurity in 
many African countries remains a 
source of concern to election 
managers.  Recently,  heads of 
Electoral Commissions from nine 
countries in West and Central 
Africa,  including Nigeria,  met in 
Ouagadougou,  Burkina Faso (7-9 
December 2022),  to discuss the 
impact of insecurity on elections 
and measures to mitigate the risk 
t o  e l e c t i o n  p e r s o n n e l ,  
stakeholders, materials and 
processes.

For many years, Nigeria has 

been grappling with its own 

insecurity. In the North-East, the 

long-standing Boko Haram 

insurgency has continued, albeit 

w i t h  a t t a ck s  now  more  

intermittent than regular. In the 

North-West and the North-

Central, banditry, terrorism and 

the herder-farmer conflicts 

remain major challenges. In the 

South-South, the threat of 

renewed insurgency by groups 

demanding more share of 

petroleum revenue to the Niger 

Delta continues to simmer. In the 

South-West, although an earlier 

surge by a group demanding 

independence for the region has 

considerably dissipated, recent 

violent attacks on places of 

worship, rise in the activities of 
violent cults and kidnapping 
groups,  as well as a history of 
violence involving groups seeking 
to control markets and motor 
parks remain strong. In the 
South-East, the l i nger ing 
ag i t a t i on  f o r  sepa ra t i sm  
championed by the Indigenous 
People of Biafra (IPOB) pose a 
major security threat.  Not only 
have violent attacks by a number 
of armed groups increased,  the 
long-standing weekly lockdown 
of the five States in that geo-
political zone,  continue to disrupt 
social and economic activities.

There is no doubt that violence 

and threat of violence are major 

challenges to credible election in 

2 0 2 3 .  V i o l e n c e  m a k e s  

deployment for e lect ions 

difficult, particularly where some 

of the attacks are targeted at the 

e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s  a n d  

participants. However, the 

Commission has been working 
with security agencies and other 
stakeholders to estab l ish 
mechanisms to understand, track 
and mitigate security challenges. 
We are working collaboratively in 
the context of ICCES, and we also 
have the Election Violence 
Mitigation and Advocacy Tool 

(EVMAT), which is a research and 

diagnostic tool for predicting and 

mitigating election violence prior 

to elections. In addition, there is 

the Election Risk Management 

Tool (ERM), which tracks and 

reports general risks to elections. 

In all, we feel assured by the 

actions we have taken and our 

collaboration with the security 

agencies. The 2023 general 

election will proceed as planned. 

There is no plan to postpone the 

election. A more pertinent issue 

for the Commissio9n is the fate of 

displaced voters.
In 2015, an estimated 2 million 

voters were displaced by conflict 

in the North-East and North-

Central part of the country. In 

response, the Commission 

worked with the National 

Assembly to amend the Electoral 

Act to support voting by 

Internally Displaced Persons 

(IDP). This entailed making 

addi t iona l  prov is ions for  

enumeration of IDP voters and 

for voting in their camps. In 

response to the IDP problem, the 

Commission recently revised its 

Policy on IDP Voting, which it has 

been using since 2015, to cater 

for new realities of displaced 
populations. Unfortunately, in 
some States it is difficult to 
identify the IDPs because they 
are not in camps but rather 
settled among extended family 
members, relations and good 
Sama r i t a n s  w i t h i n  s a f e r  
communities where they are not 

registered voters. As a result, it is 

very difficult for the Commission 

to provide necessary electoral 

services to such IDPs. However, 

those in camps within Nigeria will 

be catered for in line with the 

Commission's policy.

Attacks on INEC facilities
Related to the problem of 

insecurity is the rising attacks on 

INEC facilities, materials and 

staff. In four years (2019-2022), 
the Commission experienced fifty 
attacks on its facilities, mostly in 
t h e  f o r m  o f  a r s o n  a n d  
vandalisation. In these attacks,  
buildings, election materials and 

vehic les were destroyed. 

Sometimes, these attacks have 

even targeted staff. For instance, 

during the Continuous Voter 

Registration (CVR), some staff of 

the Commission in Imo State 

were attacked, resulting in 

injuries and death.
However, the 2022 attacks 

constitute the deepest concerns 

for the Commission. This is so not 

o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  

increasingly happening closer to 

the general election, but also 

because some of them seem to 

be coordinated. 

"The perennial insecurity in many African 
countries remains a source of concern to election 
managers. Recently, heads of Electoral 
Commissions from nine countries in West and 
Central Africa, including Nigeria, met in 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso (7-9 December 

2022),  to discuss the impact of insecurity on 

elections and measures to mitigate the risk to 
election personnel, stakeholders, materials and 
processes."

 Prof. Mahmood Yakubu

F R A G M E N T

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

THE 

PROF. MAHMOOD YAKUBU

Preparations, priorities for electoral integrity and inclusion

To be continued

Continued from last week
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