














Acting Editor (Daily) Mrs. Francisca Adidi (left) with PPC DFS, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Gimba
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AG PPC GENERAL MANAGER RECEIVES REPORT
Acting General Manager of Plateau Publishing Corporation (PPC), Mr. Paul Jatau recently received report from an 18 Man Committee, Chaired by 

Mr. Michael Bakat Dalohom (CNA) and Mrs. Zamnih J. Gar as Secretary in his office at the J. D. Gomwalk House, Jos

PPC General Manager, Mr. Paul Jatau (right) receiving the report from its 
Chairman, Mr. Michael Bakat Dalohom (CNA) committee set-up to look 
into ways out of the current challenges 

Mr. Dalohom (CNA) delivering remarks before handing over the report to 
the Acting General Manager, Mr. Jatau

Director of Technical Services, Elder Dapas Elkana and his counterpart of 
Property Development, Mr. Francis Jatau listening the GM's remarks

Plateau Publishing Corporation, General Manager, Mr. Paul Jatau 
listening with rapt attention to remarks

General Manager, PPC, Mr. Paul Jatau responding after receiving the 
committee's report

Director Marketing, Mr. Stanley Shepvel Naanban at the report 
presentation

Acting Director, Admin and Personnel, Mr. Jibrin Dagor (left) flanked by 
other PPC Management staff
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PERMIT me space in your 

widely read newspaper The 

Nigeria Standard to express 

my most profound gratitude to 

leadership of Church of Christ 

in Nations (COCIN) for raising 

awareness on unity in the 

family. 
The stories emanating from 

most families today are 

nauseating, giving birth to 

u n h e a l t h y  a n d  t o x i c  

relationships. The homes have 

turned to battle grounds 

where children don't learn 

good morals as there is 

nothing exemplary for them to 

emulate. 
In the beginning of creation, 

 Page 18

RECENTLY, investors at the Nigerian Exchange Ltd 

(NGX) stock market lost 16 billion due to sell off in 

medium and large capital stock. The loss is said to 

be the investors losing streak for the seventh 

consecutive session as investors investments 

crashed.
IT is ironic that this is coming at the time the 

Security and Exchange Commission (SEC) has 

called for increased savings lifestyle and personal 

financing. The Director General of SEC, Mr. Lamido 

Yuguda, speaking on the theme, “Plan your 

money, plank your future recently said”. This 

year's global money week 2023 is a great 

opportunity for everyone to engage children, and 

young people in activities around the scheme.
THE called by the DG of SEC for Nigerians 

irrespective of their disposition invest in the stock 

market is good for development. There is 

therefore, need for Nigerians to heed to the call, 

and note that in every investment risk is involved.
WORLD OVER, the regulatory body of any institution 

is held responsible in the event of any eventuality 

but it has never been the case in Nigeria.  Records 

have shown that the past heads of Nigeria's Stock 

Exchange Commission failed to perform their 

responsibilities and did not face the wrath of the 

laws.
THOUGH investment in stock was seen as an elite 

thing in the past, it is now becoming very popular 

and profitable investment and it is getting into the 

heart of more citizens of this country. 

Unfortunately, the recent development is 

discouraging people from putting their hard 

earned money into stock business.
CAPITAL market shareholders have identified low 

patronage, unfavourable operating environment, 

and lack of incentives, fewer product offering and 

inconsistent government policies as factors 

inhibiting the growth of the nation's capital 

market and consequent contributions to the 

economy. Investors who bemoaned the shallow 

knowledge of the market regret that the capital 

market which is supposed to be the parameter 

and engine of growth for the economy has been 

neglected and given little attention by the 

government.
ACCORDING to experts in the stock business, the 

Nigerian capital market has failed to play the role 

of key economic driver because all the 

stakeholders have failed to play their roles as 

expected. It was emphasized that the federal 

government which is empowered to pilot the 

affairs of the country seem not to understand the 

importance of the capital market not to talk of 

how to use it to accelerate economic growth.
IT is our conviction that the NSE itself requires a 

wholesome investment in technology and human 

capital development. Top stock markets in the 

world boast of technology inclusion in their daily 

operations and a crop of tech-savvy stock market 

professionals who drive the process.
TECHNOLOGY comes at a price that has to be paid to 

enhance the stock market. Emphasis must be 

placed on training of the traders on the floor of the 

NSE on recent development in stock trading.
WE believe that the growth potentials desired by 

policy makers in Nigeria will never be achieved if 

effective policies are not put in place in our stock 

business for it to compete with other advanced 

nations.
IT is our desire that the NSE be one of the driving 

forces in the development of our already ailing 

economy. Regulators of Nigeria Stock Exchange 

(NSE) should be up and about so that investors 

will have confidence in the institution.
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SIR, I want to use this medium 

of The Nigeria Standard 

newspaper to appeal to the 

federal government to build an 

overhead bridge to enhance 

easy pedestrian movement or 

crossing around old airport 

roundabout.
As resident of Jos city and 

always plying the old airport 

road, the traffic challenges 

caused by road users is getting 

worse by the day, people find it 

difficult to pass the road as a 

result of heavy vehicular 

movement which creates 

regular traffic grid mostly in 

the morning and evening.
This ugly situation affects 

people who are either 

expected to be at their duty 

posts or those on transit to 

other parts of the state and 

beyond.
H o w e v e r,  t h e  s t a t e  

government is trying its 

possible best to see that 

plateau is well developed and 

also a comfortable place for 

citizens to live.
Seeing the infrastructures 

government is providing in the 

state and also the success of 

budgets implementation in 

the state, there is need for 

the government to also use 

such reasons towards the 

provision of an overhead 

b r i d g e  a r o u n d  t h e  

roundabout in order to 

reduce time wastage which in 

common saying "time is 

money".
Building an overhead bridge 

at Old Airport road would 

enable fast and easy transit 

of people to their various 

destinations and also reduce 

the risk of falling into the 

regular traffic holdup which is 

time consuming and very 

stressful for motorist and 

commuter's who ply that route 

either within Jos or to other 

areas within the state capital.
Finally, I hope other people 

making use of old airport road 

will join in this appeal to the 

state government to reduce 

stress and enable fast and 

easy transit for those traveling 

to other states.
By Ngot Bwehmasi Caleb 

I . T  S t u d e n t  F e d e r a l  

Polytechnic Bauchi.

God made this union to be 

enjoyed and not endured. 

The table has upturned; 

parents no longer take up 

responsibilities as expected. 

Most children are struggling 

on their own to make ends 

meet. This has landed some 

of them in the hands of 

traffickers and blood thirsty 

unscrupulous elements that 

use them particularly for 

ritual purposes.
Base on this ailing situation, 

the church has deemed it fit 

to correct the anomaly by 

creating awareness that can 

restore and sustain healthy 

family relationships.

S p o u s e s  h a v e  b e e n  

admonished to close ranks, 

bury their differences and give 

peace a chance so as to lay a 

good foundation for our 

healthy spiritual growth.
Many young people are 

becoming scared of going into 

marriage contracts because of 

the bond surrounding it. The 

insecurity that accompanies 

the marriages nowadays puts 

one off. 
The bottom line is to go back 

to God. It doesn't matter how 

bad the situation is, he is 

faithful and will meet all needs 

and fix things right. 
Christy Adams

Standard Cartoon
Oga I want

to buy cash because

this cashless policy,

wahala dey oooh

here is my ATM

card

My dear cash dey!
but I will charge

you N300 on every
N1000 take it or live 
it because I bought 
it very expensive 

too

Need for everhead bridge at Old Airport 
roundabout

A united family breeds healthy relationship

Nigeria's 16b loss worrisome
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THE founding fathers of politics in 
Nigeria came with some ideals 
girding them. To begin with, one 
would discover that almost all of 
them were lawyers while those 
who were not lawyers were people 
with discernible convictions. Also, 
political parties or organisations 
at the time were always with a 
sense of direction, to the extent 
that no two parties were the same 
in their aspirations and/or the 
philosophies they believed in. 
Without doubt, the whittling down 
of these qualities gave rise to the 
mumbo jumbo being witnessed, 
currently, in Nigeria's political 
f i rmament.  Unfor tunate ly,  
Nigerians felt unperturbed.

 Once upon a time, Nigeria was 
not used to having fraudulent 
people, especially, in her decision-
making positions. But how come 
they have now become thorns in 
her flesh? Take for instance, when 
political hoodlums realized that 
they could help themselves 
through the instrumentality of 
terror and violence, they hijacked 
the process and created for 
themselves a vibrant specific 
political space with juicy benefits 
to boot. Unlike the First Republic 
where hoodlums were put into 
their positions according to the 
dictates of the social stratification 
and the ranking of social statuses, 
these days, the texture of our 
p o l i t i c s  h a s  b e c o m e  s o  
frighteningly rough and evil-
permeable that a gangster can 
nurse the governorship ambition 
of a Nigerian state. These are 
issues Nigeria's political class 
ought to have addressed long ago. 
But they couldn't! Well, it's not 
that they didn't understand how to 
go about resolving them. It is 

frustratingly annoying that 
they're also products of the 
confusion. Hence the difficulty in 
speaking to them!

When Obafemi Awolowo was 
a r r e s t e d  a nd  e ven t u a l l y  
s e n t e n c e d  t o  1 0  y e a r s  
imprisonment with hard labour for 
treasonable felony, had Nigeria's 
activists woken up to their calling 
and suppressed the trumped-up 
charges, Awolowo would not have 
been unjustly imprisoned. Of 
course, Nigeria would most 
certainly have escaped the mess 
into which she was eventually – 
and, conveniently, too - plunged. 
Awolowo went to jail and 
Nigerians went about their daily 
activities as if nothing had 
happened. As fate would have it, 
only the grace of Gowon saved the 
sage!

When Adisa Akinloye and 'men 
of like minds' from the ruling 
National Party of Nigeria (NPN) 
went on a spending jamboree in 
London, Awolowo was the first to 
warn Nigerians of the economic 
calamity waiting to happen. 
Again, Nigerians behaved as if 
they were untroubled. Instead of 
sitting up to salvage the situation 
with unrivalled dexterity, the then 
President Shehu Shagari-led 
government chose lampooning 
the 'old man' as a hobby. 
Regrettably too, Nigerians 
ignored the warning! Since the old 
man had no power; and, since the 
society was gullible, economic 
depression had its way! Not long 
after, 'austerity measures' hit the 
country like a plague. Still, the 

society did nothing! Of course, 
that sounded the death knell for a 
government that was already on 
edge! Tantalizingly, 'austerity 
measures' have kept expanding, 
in different sizes and colours.

When the Wole Soyinkas of this 
world founded the Pirates 
Confraternity, there was a set 
academic standard which must be 
met before a prospective 
candidate would become initiated. 
That's why conversations with any 
member of the Confraternity at 
the time were always laced with 
impressive delicacy and skill. 
Again, that was then! Gradually, 
the low-life popular culture of 
hooliganism took control and 
'Fadeyi Oloro' usurped the 
functions of the 70-year-old 
Confraternity!

When on February 1, 1971, 
Adekunle Ademuyiwa Adepeju 
was shot and killed at the 
University of Ibadan (UI), the 
then General Yakubu Gowon's 
regime was almost brought down 
because no calamity of that 
magnitude had ever befallen 
Nigeria's university system before 
that time. To a typical Hausa man 
at the time, it was merely 'nufin 
Allah ne'. So, 'life continues!' The 
Ibos simply thought that it was a 
Yoruba boy who was killed. Since 
the 23-year-old undergraduate 
was not from their tribe, 'life' also 
'continues.' That's not all! Half of 
the Yoruba population were not 
even as knowledgeable as to have 
understood that no Nigerian, let 
alone a university student, should 
be killed. But the elite shouted and 
Gowon was scared! Unfortunately 
however, after a time, some 

never-do-wells emboldened the 
Head of State. They advised 
Gowon to merely apologise to the 
nation, condole with Adepeju's 
family on the loss, and assure 
them that government would look 
into it, which the junta did! But 
what has become of the Student 
Union Building named after the 
fallen hero? It is doubtful if 
students of this prestigious 
university still remember that a 
Kunle Adepeju was mowed by an 
unknown police officer in Nigeria.

Time it was in Nigeria when 
academic journals from Nigeria's 
foremost universities were being 
a c c o r d e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
recognition. Now, one even 
wonders whether Nigeria's 
academics even have the time to 
sit down, think and write, let alone 
get them published in internal 
journals. The worst part of it is 
that lecturers are now promoted 
as professors, not based on their 
publications, what they do, or 
international recognition. No! It's 
because they have been around 
for too long, marking time in the 
Departments; or belong to a cult; 
or something like that!

In 1972, the Nigerian Students 
Loans Board was established with 
the core mission of catering to the 
financial needs of Nigeria's 
indigent students. At the end of 
the day, the rich and the elite 
hijacked it for their children while 
those for which it was originally 
intended were left gasping for 
breath. Unfortunately, those 
children who illegally benefitted 
from our commonweal have not 
even deemed it fit to give back to 
the society, which is one of the 
worse things. They are either in 

the UK, USA or Canada, making 
merry, thereby forgetting their 
humble beginnings. As such, the 
opportunity they had was never 
reproduced so that other people 
can have what they had.

Well, I have argued elsewhere 
that a tyrant is a tyrant to the 
extent that people believe the 
man is using the frontiers of his 
ambition and power given to him 
legitimately. That's when a tyrant 
can be seen to be acting. But then, 
what is missing, centrally, is the 
control. The tragic truth is that, 
due to lack of control, those who 
hitherto had no business in politics 
came into it and impose their own 
values. The depth and impact of 
this tragedy can be felt from our 
mystifying and super-lifting an 
individual, simply because he 
s p e n d s  a  t o k e n  o f  o u r  
commonwealth to bui ld a 
substandard road for us, and 
commissions it with nearly the 
same amount of the cost of 
construction. What's more? Every 
new and incoming government 
campaigns on the anvil of the 
most heinous cr imes and 
dysfunctions of the incumbent 
government with a view to 
securing the votes of the masses. 
However, if one doesn't have the 
understanding of the dynamics of 
power and how it relates to human 
beings, one is most likely to be 
offered a seat on the table of 
mammon in a way that's likely to 
make one become a tyrant. And, 
as we know, when warped values 
become part of the majority, it 
becomes a problem.

May the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world, grant us 
peace in Nigeria!

 KOMOLAFE wrote in from 
Ijebu-Jesa, Osun State.

Opinion

By LEO IGWE 

UNLIKE its neighbouring Oyo State which has 
potential for spontaneous volatility in 
unpredictable places because of its wideness 
and its unenviable tradition of violence ripples, 
Osun hotspots can be mapped out easier by 
INEC and police if they properly want to do 
their work.

INEC is always striving better to conduct fair 
elections but the logistic problem is always a 
major issue aside from conscience buying 
(unlike vote buying) of its few unscrupulous 
Adhoc and permanent staff. And the 
conscience buying is mostly done by the two 
large parties, APC and PDP rogue stalwarts and 
their equally unscrupulous field officers aided 
by unscrupulous security personnel, especially 
the police.

With the appreciable improvement in the 
electoral law and electronic-driven process, a 
higher level of performance is expected from 
INEC if they walk their talk and hold firm to 
obey its own rules of engagement without fear 
or favour. If INEC says its card reader only, so 
be it no changing of rules to manual on the field 
of play like it happened in Oyo and some other 
states. Let your no be no and yes be yes in all 
circumstances. Changing rules breaches public 
confidence. 

Police... Depending on the credibility and 
integrity of its high command and the state 
command which manifests largely on its rank 
and file, police are not always predictable on 
the election field. Their performance on the 
field can be almost projected by their conduct 
and real-time responses to violence and 
t e n s i o n  b e f o r e  a n  e l e c t i o n .
All feedback and alarms should be looked into 
before, during and after the election. I have 
heard cause to write them officially and 
communicated through our organization, 
Democracy Vanguard, DV, and other election 
monitoring organisations I consulted for 
codedly where unscrupulous officers 
compromised to favour the two biggest 
political parties at different times.

They acted swiftly in some reported cases 
after telephone calls to me and their 
independent investigation. So their hotlines 
should be functional with a real-time response 

from their situation room which I once 
suggested to be decentralized for quick action.

Police know or should know from their past 
field experience that "foreign thugs" (now 
tagged as political enforcers) are always 
imported as mercenaries from Oyo, Lagos, 
Ondo and Kwara states mainly by the big 
parties with a huge war chest to assist the local 
breeds to consolidate and extend the frontiers 
o f  v i o l ence  and  e l ec t i on  r i gg ing .
If the no movement of people including top 
politicians and thugs aside from vital officers is 
strictly adhered to, and pre-election scoping is 
properly done, critically analyzed and 
evaluated, the act of thuggery, and rigging will 
be drastically curtailed. But this is where police 
always compromise and become powerless by 
design or pressure to lawless "powerful" rogue 
politicians who would move about with thugs 
despite restrictions of movements. 

 Hotspots axis of rigging and violence. 
Osogbo township is always tensed more on 
pre-election days than on election days. This is 
major because many voters in the town which 
is the seat of power are determined voters. 
They always troop out en masse to vote with 
little or no disturbance. With their countenance 
and hush-hush discussions at polling units, an 
experienced discerning mind can make the 
probability of which party will win in the 
township and may win the outcome.
Police and INEC always fair well and better in 
Osogbo because all eyes of election observers, 
monitors, and media, are on them. And 
unscrupulous politicians and potential election 
riggers are in the rigging parties are mutually 
watchful. But security personnel allowed some 
lawless politicians to move around after voting. 
All my calls to report such lawlessness were not 
acted upon on days of previous elections. I 
hope they will have the liver to stop such 
movement this time around. 

The major axis of rigging and violence 
traditional hotspots predictable include Ede - 

Iwo axis, a top contender for the post comes 
from there so it has to be spotted very well. Ile 
Ife -Garage Olode - Osu - Ilesa axis. Ikire town 
is always violence /rigging prone but 
surprisingly or interestingly neighbouring 
village towns like Apomu, Ago Owu, and Ode 
Omu, are always better in conduct. Another 
axis to watch is Ikirun - Ofa road axis, Iragbiji 
the home of the sitting governor is not a 
traditional hotspot in that axis but police should 
map it for eventualities now that a sitting 
governor is from there. It naturally becomes a 
p o t e n t i a l  h o t s p o t  H o t e l s —
All major hotels should be under surveillance 
and crosschecked regularly. By now, some 
trusted undercover police intelligence officers 
should have lodged, at least one officer per 
selected scoped hotel. Hotel t is a major source 
of free & loose information to read the 
temperature of the political /election 
environment.

From my scoping of twenty hotels in the past 
election period, it's easy to know who lodged 
where even if it's under a fake name for an 
electoral crime. Just be friendly but cautious 
and if need be, be selectively amorous with 
some sensitive staff of hotels. Information 
flows to you easily without asking.

For instance, in a particular hotel in Osogbo 
during one of my election duties, two house 
staff who I tipped and joked with always 
voluntarily informed me: "Daddy, se e ku ku bo 
si yara kan loke nitori ati ni awon alejjo n'la ni 
sale o nigbati e jade lana.." "Awon wo ni alejo 
n'la o? I asked. " E o mo pe asiko election la wa 
yi, orishirishi alejo la ma n'gba" was their 
response.

I agreed to move to the upper floor vacant 
room. You can't believe it, those alejo n'la 
smoked Igbo and drank throughout the night 
making noise singing and dancing disturbing 
upper floor lodgers unchecked. I intentionally 
didn't report to the hotel staff because it's a 
good lead for me. I didn't understand their 
communication well because they were non-
Yoruba. By the second day, I made a covert 
report to necessary quarters for attention. On 

the third day, the "Alejo n'la started behaving 
well pretentiously. On the fourth day, I checked 
out of the hotel to another one for safety 
reasons in case of leakage of source, but I 
maintained my contact with the receptionists 
and the house cleaners throughout the election 
period. 

In Ado Ekiti it was in one of the hotels I lodged 
in the Adebayo area during the election period 
that I got to know through a beautiful hotel 
assistant manager some vital info and I got in 
touch with a journalist to investigate properly 
a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .
It was in the same Ado Ekiti in one hotel with a 
big beautiful garden along Ikere road that I got 
information that motor park thugs loyal to 
Fayemi were warming up to take over some 
motor parks from thugs loyal to Fayose on the 
eve of the election. It happened and I almost 
got trapped in the violence that started around 
the post office area.

Hotels, pepper soup joints and motor parks 
are sensitive information areas. I don't think 
the police have excuses at all not to nip election 
violence in the bud before it escalates to 
b u r n i n g  a n d  k i l l i n g s .
We all need to be vigilant and assist security 
agencies in vital and credible information 
sharing during the electioneering period. 
Rogue politicians desperate for power will 
always rig elections, buy votes and cause 
violence. It's not limited to a bourgeois party 
alone but all of them, their criminal merchant 
leaders and unscrupulous followers. Power is 
their religion don't be deceived with their 
kurukere kurukere to prayer centres. Be 
vigilant, and vote wisely for your choice 
without inducement or intimidation.

Wishing INEC, the good and conscientious 
people whose votes can't be bought (only) of 
Osun, the second-best Amala & Abula centre 
after Ibadan in Yoruba land a successful 
election.

Adeola Soetan  Citizenship Civic 
Awareness Centre aka Democracy 
Vanguard 

Osun guber election 2022: An overview
By ADEOLA SOETAN

Nigeria and the politics we play!
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CALABAR Carnival festival in 

Nigeria, also tagged “Africa's 

Biggest Street Party”, was 

created as part of the vision of 

making the Cross River State, 

Nigeria, the number one tourist 

destination for Nigerians and 

tourists from all over the world.
The carnival which is Nigeria's 

most colourful event, begins 

every 1st of December and lasts 

until 31st December has boosted 

the cultural mosaic of Nigeria 

people while entertaining millions 

of spectators within the state, 

outside the state and foreigners, 

hence boosting industry for all 

stakeholders.
Cross River State, where the 

event takes place is a state in 

South South Nigeria, bordering 

Cameroon to the east. Its capital 

is Calabar and its name is derived 

from the Cross River (Oyono), 

which passes through the state. 

English, French, Bekwarra, 

Ejagham and Efik are major 

languages of this state.
The Calabar festival has been in 

existence from the early days, 

however, it began to take shape 

as it became officially a Carnival 

in 2004, when the then governor 

of Cross River State, Donald 

Duke, had a vision of making the 

state a hub for tourism and 

hospitality in Nigeria and Africa. 

The Carnival presents a perfect 

platform from brand visibility for 

c o n s u m e r  a n d  m a r k e t  

awareness.
“According to Osima-Dokubo, 

the carnival aimed to include 

more aspects of local heritage 

and culture and at the same time 

strengthen the capacity of the 

locals to participate in an 

economically beneficial way.”

Recently, Cross River State has 

become the pride of Nigeria in the 

areas of tourism, carnivals and 

hospitality.
The programme of the event at 

the carnival are drafted each year 

by the committee in charge of 

tourism and cultural activities 

and  new in i t i a t i ves  a re  

introduced every year.
In December 2009, Carnival 

Committee organized “Carnival 

Cup 2009”, a football competition 

amongst the five competing 

carnival bands – Seagull, Passion 

4, Masta Blasta, Bayside and 

Freedom.
The Festival also included music 

performance from both local and 

international artists, the annual 

Calabar Carnival, Boat regatta, 

Fashion shows (introduced in 

2016), Beauty pageant (Miss 

Africa introduced in 2016) 

Christmas Village, traditional 

dances and the annual Ekpe 

Festival is a yearly event that 

brings in thousands of tourists.
Other activities that make up 

this carnival include Essay 

Writing Competition which 

involves both secondary school 

and tertiary students. These 

competitions are aimed at 

resuscitating the reading culture 

among the youths of the State as 

well as inculcating the carnival 

culture.
 Source: Welcome to Nija

Calabar carnival: Nigeria's most colorful event



Plateau State Chairman of the Concerned Professionals, Barr. Drenkat 
(middle) addressing journalists
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CONCERNED PLATEAU PROFESSIONALS BRIEF NEWSMEN
The Plateau State Concerned Professionals led by Barr. Chesil Drenkat last week at the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ), Secretariat Jos briefed 
members of the press addressing alleged acts of irregularity involving the Vice Chancellor, University of Jos, Prof. Tanko Ishaya, when he served 

as 2023 General Elections INEC Returning Officer for Nasarawa State

Barr. Chesil Drenkat, Spokesperson, Concerned Professionals (right) 
with the NUJ Assignment Editor, Mr. Pam Musa

NUJ National Auditor, Ladi Dinci Emmanuel (left) with Asile Abel at the 
briefing

Spokesperson of the group, Barr. Drenkat making some clarifications

Cross section of Cameramen covering the event

Chief Audu Onoja, member of the Correspondents' Chapel (standing) 
asking questions

Some members of the Plateau State Concerned ProfessionalsA cross section of journalists covering the Press Conference
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THE UK's 'most married man' is turning his 
back on romance and moving to a care home, 
stating that his eight wives have 'worn his 
body out'.
 UK's 'most married man' is turning his back 
on romance and moving to a care home, 
stating that his eight wives have 'worn his 
body out'.

Ron Sheppard, 74, kept dating until last 
year after admitting he didn't like being alone.

But after eight children and eight marriages, 
Ron says his relationship days are finally 
done.

He most recently called off an engagement 
to an American woman called Rose - who he 
had never met - in 2019 after it "didn't feel 
right".

Ron told Somerset Live: "My health is not 
good now. I think it's possible all my wives 
have worn my body out over the years.

"The mental and physical stress of the 
divorces have taken their toll."

Ron first tied the knot in 1966 with 
Margaret.

The pair shared three children but later 
divorced after two years, after which came 
wife number two, Jeanette.

Wed in 1973, the union lasted just one year 
before Ron got married for the third time a 
couple of years later in 1976.

He and Lesley had two boys but Ron - a 
former tour manager of comedian Norman 
Wisdom - left her five years later before she 
died in 1996. Then came Kathy in 1982.

The couple, who had a daughter, worked at 
Pontins as bluecoats with Shane Richie. Ron 
then wed Sue in 1986 and had two boys. But 
she threw him out 11 years later.

Usha from Singapore was next to tie the 
knot with Ron in 1999, followed by Wan in 
2003 and Weng a year later. Ron's longest 
marriage was 13 years and the shortest just 
10 months.

Lothario Ron has remained single since his 
marriage to Weng collapsed but admits to 
having 'friendships' with a number of ladies. 
But he doesn't regret walking up the aisle so 
many times.

"I don't regret any of my marriages," he 
said, "because I have my eight children."

Heartbreakingly, Ron said his constant 
search for love stemmed from sexual abuse 
he suffered as a child.

He says the trauma left him 'constantly 

craving companionship'.
He continued: "It left me with a lot of 

problems.
"I turned to women. I felt safe in the 

company of women."
Ron released his autobiography, Lord of The 

Weddings, in 2014, and is still working on his 
second book The Wife Collector, which he says 
is due to be released alongside a film being 
made in the US.

His days now are very different to those 
when he was a serial husband, and he's 
leaving his two-bedroom ground floor flat in 
Somerset for a new life in a care home in the 
Isle of Wight, to be close to his family.

But far from looking for a new lady to share 
his golden years with, Romeo Ron says he is 
no longer well enough for romance due to his 
failing health.

Sadly, Ron suffers with a range of medical 
conditions including Parkinson's Disease, 
Lewy Body Dementia, COPD and Arachnoiditis 
which have left him reliant on a wheelchair 
and a team of carers which visit him three 
times a day.

No one will be able to see who's receiving 
our broadcasts and no one else can send 
messages except for the Mirror team.

We also treat our community members to 
special offers, promotions, and adverts from 
us and our partners. If you don't like our 
community, you can check out any time you 
like.

To leave our community click on the name at 
the top of your screen and choose Exit group.

If you're curious, you can read our Privacy 
Notice .

"I spend my days in a lot of pain," he added. 
"I can't do anything really as I shake so much.

"I have carers come in to help me three 
times a day. They cook me meals and check 
on me and do shopping.

"I don't really go out at all apart from when I 
occasionally go shopping with my carers."

Ron is not in touch with any of his wives but 
is looking forward to moving to the Isle of 
Wight to be close to his sons and their 
families.

"I have a care home place organised but I 
am just waiting on social services," said Ron. 
"And I am looking forward to getting over 
there and starting a new chapter of my life."

Source: The Mirror
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intellectuals and political pundits. Even as he 

meander from one political party to another taking 

crucial decisions which needs further consultations 

with stakeholders back home, Dogara for once 

never found it expident to do so. This is certainly 

Rt. Hon. Yakubu Dogara for you. Retorting to this 

infrequent malfeasance, the APC Presidential 

Campaign Council Spokesman, Festus Keyamo 

described Dogara as a political prostitute. Keyamo, 

the incumbent Minister of State Labour further 

tagged the former Speaker  as a wanderer and 

back-stabber. True to his word, since Dogara's 

departure from APC, no one can pragmaticaly 

ascertain  where or which political party he can 

confidently call his comfortable home. Plently 

water has passed under the brigde right now and 

not even Dogara himself can resonate the positive 

implication of his nasty political misadventure and 

or it's glaring advantage to both the members of 

his immediate constituenty and Bauchi State at 

large. Typical  of some Nigerian politicians who 

employ administrative ingenuity to tackle crucial 

issues, Dogara is perhaps still hypnotized by 

spontaneous wealth and affluence and believes 

that he is still in a class of his own forgetting the 

reality of life in the sense that in politics and or life 

journey, there are seasons for everything under 

the sun. His leadership arrogance eventually came 

to bear after he started fighting anyone who 

shared a more pragmatic and logical ideology than 

his. Dogara is such a man driven by fallacious 

quest for power, unimaginable control of people 

and overwhelming notice me kind of a lifestyle. 

This narcissistic ideology, unnecessary 

desperation for undue and undeserved power 

control by Dogara has led to his political 

misadventures in most recent times. As it is today 

however, Dogara is no longer on the same page 

with APC, PDP and or the Governor of Bauchi State. 

Beyond this, he has consistently continued to pick 

up fruitless quarrels with the former Executive 

Secretary of TETfund, Prof. Suleiman Bogoro, one 

man who has selflessly served this country with 

due diligence and integrity including other 

noticeablestakeholders in his community. For 

some of us, there is no way Dogara can compare 

his level of impact both back home and in disapora 

with that of Prof. Bogoro. Truth be told, Prof. 

Bogoro's legacy and tremendous service to 

humanity is uncountable and Dogara can never 

claim to have done anything near it despite the 

office he occupied when he held sway in the 

corridors of power. Unfortunately, Dogara is yet to 

comprehend the simple fact that the people of 

Bogoro are wiser than his thoughts now.  
Therefore, if some unfolding unspeakable 

happenings in Bogoro Local Government Area 

fingered at Dogara must be taken into 

consideration critically, some of us with all sense of 

responsibility would  opine that the Dogara we 

know in 2015 is not the one some of us are seeing  

these past months and years. His  unpleasant 

engagements with stakeholders of the area has 

portray him as one who is selfcentered, uncultured 

and intolerant of eclectic peculiarity of a 

contemporary but complex soceity as ours.  In the 

midst of many intellects Bogoro Local Government 

Area  is blessed with, Dogara has continued to 

arrogate a fallacious cloud-nine lifestlye only 

ascribed to medivial tyrannic emperors  degrading 

the need for accepting systematic principles of 

good brotherliness for the benefit of the people of 

the entire area. The way and manner Dogara 

arrogates power to himself including his eratic 

reaction to societal issues  today makes some of us 

wonder whether he is not out of touch with reality 

this time.
But again, for the fact that while the APC has won 

the presidential polls, PDP has overwhelmingly 

won both the Bauchi State gubernatorial election 

solidifying the return of Senator Bala Mohammed 

as Governor and theseat of the member 

representing Bogoro constituency  at the Bauchi 

State House of Assembly with the retention of Hon. 

Musa Wakili Nakwada of the PDP, he will end up 

becoming politically homeless without any base to 

operate after 29th May 2023. This equally means 

that the people of his constituency have 

completely deserted him for their own good.  
 As each day passes-by, Dogara will continuously 

bereminded of his obvious political miscalculations 

which has brought him from the pinnacle of power 

down to rock bottom. He will also be reminded of 

the obvious fact that prosperity eventually judge 

all mankind when the chips are down.

ONCE upon a time, the former Speaker of the 
th

House of Representatives during the 8  
assembly, Rt. Hon. Yakubu Dogara held sway 
in the corridors of power.  As member 
representing Bogoro, Tafawa Balewa and Dass 
at the green chambers for over a decade plus, 
he certainly was once a force to reckon with 
within the circle of the political gladiators in 
the country including his immediate 
constituency back home. And as luck will have 
it for Dogara, after party-political cunnings in 
the House of Representatives  back then, he 
eventually materialized as the Speaker of our 
nation's significant parliament which 
epitomizes the integral aspect of the 
legislative disposition of the nation. Lest many 
have forgotten, the former Speaker's rise to 
power was necessitated by the doggedness of 
his people back home who came out under the 
rains and sun to ensure that he consistently 
won elections to represent them at the lower 
federal chambers in Abuja.

Dogara who emerged as Speaker on the  9th 
June 2015 is a minority from Bogoro Local 
Government Area of Bauchi State favored by 
the god of politics to excel thus far in his 
political career. Today, Dogara is no longer the 

thSpeaker and would certainly come May 29  
2023 be amongst several other federal 
legislators in the country whose tenure would 
expire and he will not return to the green 
chambers for any legislative duty again. 
Evidently, Dogara will come back home where 
he all started his political adventure  to meet 
his people at Gwarrangah village and more of 
his constituents at Bogoro, his local 
government area. As is the tradition with most 
politicians, he may decide to hold a 
Thanksgiving Service and or preferably quietly 
stay back in Abuja to think of what he would 
venture into next in life. He would certainly be 
left deep in thoughts considering the present 
traumatic and unpleasant unfolding 
developments trying to envelop him back 
home. For many concern individuals like us, 
the federal lawmaker may with a sober 
reflection come to terms with the unpleasant 
realities on ground concerning him and 
perhaps turn a new leaf.

This is because; once out of power, reality 
eventually hits many of such once political 
gladiators and pushes them to  repentance. 
This perhaps is the only noble  path Dogara 
may humbly chose to follow if the little 
"demons" in him do not rebel again.

Prior to the 2023 general elections, Rt. Hon. 
Dogara and Babachir Lawal abandoned the 
ruling All Progressive Congress,(APC) in 
protest over the Muslim-Muslim ticket which 
the party decided to adopt. After several 
visitations  to churches and other significant 
political gatherings aligning with others who 
shared his similar thoughts, Dogara ended up 
in the People's Democratic Party, (PDP),an 
opposition political party which decided to 
adopt a Muslim-Christian ticket but infringing 
thegentleman's rotational agreement 
consensus earlier adopted  by the northern 
and southern political juggernauts in the 
country. This gentleman's agreement came 
into effect before the emergence of this 
incumbent political dispensation to help 
consolidate the  balance power sharing 
arrangements for uninterrupted effective and 
efficient leadership succession intended to 
enhance fairness, justice and socio-economic 
and political integration of the citizens of the  
country.

With the passage of time however, Dogara 
back home in Bauchi State  surprisingly  
decided to support APC's Gubernatorial 
candidate inthestate, Air Vice Marshall Saqid 
Abubakar against the incumbent Governor, 
Senator Bala Mohammed who has since won 
re-election for a second term of office. Rt. Hon. 
Dogara's campaign for the immediate past 
Chief of Air Staff was an open secret to the 
extent that people got confused on which side 
of the divide the former Speaker was. This 
attitude was another flagrant disregard to 
party loyalty and another anti-party activity if 
one may say so.

Though Dogara was a team member of PDP's 

Pres ident ia l  Campaign Counc i l  for  

Atiku/Okowa, he was also deeply involved 

campaigning for the APC gubernatorial 

candidate of Bauchi State perplexing 

Dogara: Is this 'political prostitute's' huggermugger over?

UK's 'most married man' 
retreats to care home 



THE victory of Governor Bala 

Mohammed's re-election in Bauchi 

State is such that can be best 

described to have come with 

surprises, mixed feelings and 

lessons to learn. Owing to the 

gang up that brought one of the 

strongest coalition of opposition 

parties in the political history of 

the state, the coalition vowed to 

by all means oust the incumbent 

Gove r no r,  S ena t o r  Ba l a .  

Mohammed in the just concluded 

Governorship and State Houses of 

Assembly elections that took place 

on the 18th March 2023.
The coalition which brought 

together two former Governors of 

the state , Dr Ahmed Adamu 

Muazu and Malam Isah Yuguda , 

Former Speaker House of 

Representatives Rt. Hon. Dogara 

Yakubu , Former Senator, Bauchi 

North and PDP Chieftain, Hon 

Suleiman Nazif Gamawa , Former 

Senator, Bauchi Central, Hon Isah 

Hamma Misau , Former Secretary 

of the Federation under the 

military era,  Alhaji Yayale Ahmed 

the deposed Wazirin Bauchi, Baba 

Bello Kirfi , Former Chairman 

TETfund, Dr Musa Babayo , 

Minister of Humanitarian Affairs 

and disaster management and 

wife of the APC Gubernatorial 

candidate , Hajiya Sadiya Umar 

Farouk , Hon Sani Abdu , Hon 

Yakubu Abdullahi Wowo (Wakilin 

Birni) and other top politicians 

who operated  to ensuring that the 

All Progressive Congress (APC) 

Gubernatorial Candidate and 

former Chief of Air staff, Air 

Marshall Sadiq Baba Abubakar 

(rtd) defeated the incumbent 

Governor. All turned to be fertile 

and fruitless as Gov Bala 

comfortably won the election 

overwhelmingly with a wide 

merging of almost 90,000 votes .
Gov Bala who since his 

assumption of office as the 

Executive Governor of Bauchi 

State, under the People's 

Democratic Party (PDP) in 2019 

has been up and doing in 

executing projects spread within 

Bauchi metropolis and in all the 

20 Local Government Areas of 

the state. Stretching from road 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  r o a d  

networking, construction and 

renovation of classrooms, 

Bauchi  metropol is  water 

project, building and renovation 

of Hospitals, Housing Estates. 

Payment of the accumulated 

gratu i t ies ,  Empowerment  

scheme in all the 20 local 

governments known as Kaura 

Economic  Empowerment  

Programme ( KEEP ) and other 

things, that are in consonant with 

his slogan " Greater Bauchi " 

Most of all is the peace and 

stability enjoyed by citizens of 

Bauchi State, as against the 

neighbouring  crises ridden 

states of the North East .
In less than 4 years, Gov Bala 

has changed the face of Bauchi 

State true urban city, after 

constructing 27 roads just within 

Bauchi town and it's outskirt plus 

other roads constructed in 

almost all 20 local government 

areas, beating the records of  

previous Governor's in the like of 

Dr Ahmed Muazu and Dr Malam 

Isah Yuguda who had 8 years in 

office .This hormoungos record 

of performance , was key to what 

enabled Gov Bala subdue the 

p r e s s u r e ,  t a c t i c s  a n d  

conspiracies laid by the coalition 

of opposition's whose defeat has 

left lesson's and created a new 

era in the politics of Bauchi State.
It is now a norm in Bauchi  

politics that once you are elected 

as a Governor, you must be 

committed to execution of 

physical projects without 

hesitation, as electorates are 

becoming more enlightened and 

observant on what has been 

achieved, believing on what they 

can see, touch and use, than 

Money, Rice, Omo, Maggi and 

Spaghetti which politicians do 

offer at last hours in order to 

convince the electorates and buy 

their votes.
It has brought also, to an end 

God fatherism kind of politics 

such that it is the content of one's 

character, capacity and will to 

deliver the expectations of 

people that endears one to the 

electorates, not the big names 

and top political class that are 

behind a candidate. It has again, 

established an era that raised 

the conscience of the electorates 

towards issue based campaign 

because electorates no longer 

listen and conform to campaigns 

of vitriol, hate, mud sliding and 

character assassination. It's 

rather about reality check, 

solution driven and all-inclusive 

progress ive  programmes 

germane to good governance.
Moreover, the victory of Gov 

Bala has restored the confidence 

of the electorates and hope that 

their votes can choose the kind 

of leader they want. No matter 

the support or machineries set 

to favour the candidate they 

don't like, their votes can count 

and bring them they like to rule 

them. It has again, close gap the 

masses with top political class, 

such that now in Bauchi State 

the masses hold the power to 

decide in election not the power 

of money, fame and government 

influence. That's the new dawn 

brought by the victory of Gov 

Bala Mohammed's re-election in 

Bauchi State.
Musa Jr. wrote in from 

Bogoro Local Government 

Area of Bauchi State

View Point
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By LUKA MUSA Jr

Bala Mohammed's re-election and Bauchi politics 

Dogara
Mohammed

The coalition which brought together two former 
Governors of the state , Dr Ahmed Adamu Muazu and 

Malam Isah Yuguda , Former Speaker House of 
Representatives Rt. Hon. Dogara Yakubu , Former Senator, 

Bauchi North and PDP Chieftain, Hon Suleiman Nazif 
Gamawa , Former Senator, Bauchi Central, Hon Isah 

Hamma Misau , Former Secretary of the Federation under 
the military era,  Alhaji Yayale Ahmed the deposed Wazirin 

Bauchi, Baba Bello Kirfi , Former Chairman TETfund, Dr 
Musa Babayo , Minister of Humanitarian Affairs and 

disaster management and wife of the APC Gubernatorial 
candidate , Hajiya Sadiya Umar Farouk , Hon Sani Abdu , 

Hon Yakubu Abdullahi Wowo (Wakilin Birni) and other top 
politicians who operated  to ensuring that the All 

Progressive Congress (APC) Gubernatorial Candidate and 
former Chief of Air staff, Air Marshall Sadiq Baba Abubakar 

(rtd) defeated the incumbent Governor. All turned to be 
fertile and fruitless as Gov Bala comfortably won the 

election overwhelmingly with a wide merging of almost 
90,000 votes .











Printed and published by Plateau Publishing Corporation (PPC), No. 5 Joseph Gomwalk Road, P.M.B. 2112, Jos.  Telephone: 08035929564. EDITOR: PAUL JATAU. 
LAGOS OFFICE: Plot 1234, Ahmadu Bello Way, Victoria Island, Lagos. ABUJA OFFICE: Lantana Crescent, Karu Nyanya Federal Housing Estate.  Advert Contacts: 08039795356,

08036164465. All correspondence to  P.M.B. 2112, Jos. (ISSN 0795-6988). E-mail-nigeriastandarddailynewspaper@yahoo.com 

FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1972 WEDNESDAY, March 29, 2023 www.nigeriastandarddailynewspaper@yahoo.com

etailed account of these 
attacks has been published on Dthe Commission's website. The 

implication of the attacks is that 
facilities must be rebuilt and several 
election materials must be replaced. 
Further, the Commission and security 
agencies must have to increase the 
number of their personnel to these 
f a c i l i t i e s . Neve r t h e l e s s , t h e  
Commission is determined to continue 
its preparations for the general 
election despite these attacks.  So far,  
all the destroyed facilities will be 
rebuilt,  or alternatives found,  and the 
materials lost are being replaced. 
However, the Commission has 
repeatedly called for more concerted 
efforts to control the attacks. In 
December 2022, the National 
Assembly (House of Representatives) 
held a public hearing on these attacks, 
and we hope that authorities now 
have them under control since they 
appear to have abated.

Campaign Violence
One important provision of the new 

Electoral Act is the extension of 
campaign period from 60 to 180 days 
before the date of election. Campaign 
periods have traditionally seen 
increases in violent actions by political 
actors. These range from verbal 
attacks, hate speech, destruction of 
campaign materials by opponents 
such as billboards, to overt violence, 
sometimes leading to fatalities. We 
have seen some of these during the 
ongoing campaigns. Although the 
situation appears to be under control, 
yet the concerns still exist as we come 
c loser  to e lect ion day.  The 
Commission believes that a peaceful 
electioneering campaign heralds a 
peaceful election. That is why we 
continue to engage with political 
actors and the security agencies to 
ensure that violence on the campaign 
trail does not snowball into major 
violence on elect ion day or 
afterwards. Partly in consequence, 
the Commission issued specific 
guidelines on the Conduct of Political 
Rallies, Processions and Campaigns in 
November 2022. We are also closely 
monitoring and tracking compliance 
as we come closer to election day.

A major contributory factor to 
violent campaigns is also a high 
d e g r e e  o f  d i s i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
misinformation and fake news.  During 
t h e  r e c e n t  E k i t i  a n d  O s u n  
Governorship elections held in June 
and July 2022 respectively, many 
observers noted the rise in fake news 
and disinformation. This has also been 
noticeable in the general election 
campaigns. Deeply worried about this, 
the Commission has been engaging 
with civil society organisations, media 
executives, oversight bodies, law 
enforcement agencies and owners of 
social media platforms to track and 
curtail the spread of fake news.

Campaign Finance and Vote 
Buying

This is one important undermining 
factor of our elections to which the 
Commission is increasingly turning its 
attention. The Nigerian Constitution 

gives the Commission enormous 
responsibi l i t ies to oversight 
campaign fundraising and expenses 
of both candidates and political 
parties. The Electoral Act, in turn, 
specifies various limits to campaign 
spending and also empowers the 
Commission to set other limits. 
Experience however shows that 
political parties and candidates often 
observe these limits in the breach. 
Consequently, INEC is working on 
strengthening enforcement of these 
limits, including the use of a web-
based application and dashboard for 
political parties to submit their 
expenditure for verification. Working 
with one of our development 
partners, we have developed the 
Political Parties Financial Reporting 
and Auditing System (PFRAS) for this 
purpose. We shall be deploying it 
soon and will train both our staff and 
political parties on its use. In the 
past, the reporting system had been 
tardy and unorganised, making it 
difficult to effectively oversight 
campaign finances.

Vote buying or voter bribery by 
political parties and candidates 
provide a different, but related, set 
of challenges. It is not only illegal 
within the electoral legal framework, 
b u t  a l s o  a f f e c t s  e l e c t i o n  
administration. In the past, vote 
buying has been linked to disruption 
of elections at the polling units and 
even violent conduct. The practice 
takes several forms, one of which is 
the so-called ”mark and show” 
technique in which a voter marks 
his/her ballot paper and shows it to 

the party agents present and later 
goes to an agreed location to collect 
the payment. In response to this, the 
Commission reorganised the Polling 
Units to ensure that the voting 
cubicle and ballot box are placed 
away from the party polling agents 
such that they are unable to see the 
marked ballots.  In reaction, the vote 

buyers modified their approach to 
”mark, snap and show”. This time 
around, a voter takes his/her 
cellphone to the voting cubicle, 
marks the ballot, snaps it with the 
camera of the phone for presentation 
later for payment. Again, the 
Commission responded by banning 
the use of cellphones at the voting 
cubicles. However, voters are 
allowed to take their cellphones to 
the Polling Units, but they are not 
allowed to take them to the voting 
cubicles while marking their ballots.

Electoral  L i t igat ion and 
Adjudication

While the Commission has the core 
responsibility to conduct free, fair 
and credible elections based on the 
law, the Judiciary is responsible for 
the interpretation of the law and 
adjudication of electoral disputes. In 
the discharge our responsibilities, 
few public institutions in Nigeria are 
subjected to more litigations than 
INEC. In the 2019 general election, 
the Commission was involved in 
1,689 cases, made up of 852 pre-
election, 807 post-election and 30 
electoral offences cases. The 
Commission is committed to the rule 
of law without which democracy 
cannot thrive.

Towards the 2023 general election, 
the Commission has been joined in 
791 Court cases as at Friday 6th 
January 2023 involving intra-party 
elections and nomination of 
candidates by political parties. These 
are not cases involving elections 
conducted by the Commission or 
litigations initiated by it, but purely 
intra-party matters involving 
candidates and their political parties 
mainly due to the absence of internal 
democracy within parties. In fact, 
the Commission is only a nominal 
party in these cases but nevertheless 
has to be represented by lawyers in 
a l l  cour t  proceed ings.  The 
Commission will continue to obey 

clear orders of Courts because of the 
plethora of conflicting judgements 
f rom Cour t s  o f  coord ina te  
jurisdiction on the same subject 
matter, particularly those involving 
the leadership of political parties or 
the nomination of candidates for 
elections.

Prosecution of Electoral  
Offences

Although the Commission is 
empowered by the Electoral Act to 
prosecute electoral offences, it lacks 
the power and resources to make 
arrests and thoroughly investigate 
electoral offences. While we will 
continue to cooperate with the law 

enforcement agencies for the arrest, 
investigation and prosecution of 
electoral offenders, most of those 
that are arrested, tried and 
convicted so far are the foot soldiers 
rather than the sponsors of electoral 
violence and other violations. Efforts 
at mitigating electoral malfeasance 
can only become effective with the 
arrest, prosecution and sanctioning 
the ”mother spiders” to end their 
reign of impunity. It is for this reason 
t h a t  I N E C  s u p p o r t s  t h e  
establishment of the Electoral 
Offences Commission and Tribunal 
imbued with the responsibility of 
prosecuting electoral offences as 
recommended in the reports of 
various committees set up the 
Federal Government, notably the 
Uwais Committee (2009), the Lemu 
Committee (2011) and the Nnamani 
Committee (2017). This will enable 
the Commission to focus on its core 
mandate of organising, supervising 
and conducting elections and 
e l e c t o ra l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Wh i l e  
appreciating the considerable work 
already done, the Commission once 
again appeals to the National 
Assembly to expedite action on the 
conclusion of the legislative work on 
the Bill. It will be another enduring 
legacy of the 9th Assembly that will 

strengthen Nigeria’'s democracy just 

like the passage of the Electoral Act 
2022.

Diaspora Voting
Voting by millions of Nigerians 

living outside the country remains a 
recurrent issue for the Commission. 
Nigeria is said to have one of the 
largest diaspora communities in the 
world. Our quest for a fully inclusive 
electoral process in Nigeria will not 
be complete as long as these 
Nigerians are unable to vote. 
However,  the Commission only acts 
in accordance with the electoral legal 
framework,  which remains the main 
reason why we cannot implement 
diaspora voting for now.  Both the 
1999 Constitution and the 2022 
Electoral Act provide that voters can 
only be registered and vote within 
the country. For instance, Section 
77(2) of the Constitution provides 
that “ every citizen of Nigeria, who 

has attained the age of eighteen 
years residing in Nigeria at the time 
of the registration of voters for 
purposes of election to a legislative 
house, shall be entitled to be 
registered as a voter for that 
election”.

Sections 132(5) and 178(5) tie the 
eligibility to register and vote in 
executive elections (Presidential and 
Governorship) to the requirement of 
residency as in the case of legislative 
houses.  The Commission hopes that 
these legal obstacles will be cleared 
at some point to enable Nigerians in 
the diaspora to vote in elections.

Conclusion
We have promised Nigerians and 

friends of Nigeria that the 2 0 2 3  
general election will be free,  fair,  
credible and inclusive and we have 
left no stone unturned in preparing 
for it,  despite several challenges.  But 
all elections, especially those 
involving the type of extensive 
national deployment like we do in 
Nigeria, will naturally come with 
challenges. We have worked closely 
with stakeholders and development 
partners  to  confront  these 
challenges and we are satisfied with 
our preparations so far. Our 
Commission does not take the 
pledge that we have repeatedly 
made to Nigerians lightly. We are 
leaving no stone unturned in our 
preparations. Our commitment 
remains only to Nigerians and not to 
any political party or candidate. That 
is what the law requires of us. We 
c h e r i s h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
independence and integrity of the 
Commission. With the enthusiasm of 
N iger i ans ,  the  goodwi l l  o f  
stakeholders and partners, and the 
commitment of the Commission, we 
believe that the 2023 general 
election will be among the best 
conducted in Nigeria.

I thank you very much for the kind 
invitation and audience.

Yakubu was at Chatham House, 
London to speak about the 
commission's preparations for 
Nigeria's 2023 general elections.

"While the Commission has the core responsibility to 

conduct free, fair and credible elections based on the 

law, the Judiciary is responsible for the interpretation 

of the law and adjudication of electoral disputes. In 

the discharge our responsibilities, few public 

institutions in Nigeria are subjected to more 

litigations than INEC. In the 2019 general election, the 

Commission was involved in 1,689 cases, made up of 

852 pre-election, 807 post-election and 30 electoral 

offences cases. The Commission is committed to the 

rule of law without which democracy cannot thrive."
 Prof. Mahmood Yakubu
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