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With the just concluded 2023 elections, it is expected as fall-out, series of election disputes have emanated . Therefore resorts to 
tribunals and courts are not anomalies. Nevertheless, such should be done with decency and decorum since elections are not  do 
or die affairs.
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E d i t o r i a l

WHEN Nigerians ushered in the New Year, everyone 
thought we had left behind the previous year with its 
avalanche of security challenges. Regrettably, this 
resolve would not be so for all especially those who 
lost their loved ones in a wave of wanton killings 
which took place in Benue State and Zangon Kataf, 
respectively, where over 300 people were maimed by 
suspected herdsmen.

LAST week, displaced people who had to leave their 
homes were attacked at the IDP camps by the same 
herdsmen, on whose account the people had to flee 
their homes, killing men, women and children alike. 
This was as a result of clashes between farmers and 
herdsmen who graze along the Benue Rivers, 
subsequently going down south, sometimes allowing 
their cows stray into farms and eating up crops.

MORE worrisome is the dangerous dimension the 
incessant herdsmen attack have assumed, 
particularly in the past eight years which has led to 
5,138 people killed, according to the Benue State 
Government. Sadly, again, less than a week after 
gunmen killed 17 people in Zangon Kataf in Southern 
Kaduna, no fewer than 10 people were again killed  
recently.

THE killing of innocent people at the IDP camps again 
resonates the case for the rejig of the nation's 
security architecture with the deployment of modern 
state of the art surveillance equipment at strategic 
locations nationwide. This latest attack sends a clear 
message that these act of wanton shedding of blood 
in the country is one too many that must be roundly 
condemned by all and must not be allowed to further 
degenerate into another Afghanistan or Somalia  
where only gunmen hold sway without any  common 
sense.

BEYOND just issuing statements and making 
assurances, the Federal Government must at this 
moment begin to match words with action as 
Nigerians want nothing short of results. We as a 
people must also see these bandits as number one 
enemy of the state. Therefore, all must close ranks to 
give and share relevant information that would assist 
the agencies to succeed in the fight against such evil 
and criminally minded people in the society.

NEVERTHELESS, we are sick and tired of bloodshed 
which is not only satanic but one surest way of 
desecrating the land which the citizens must rise 
against to keep our homeland safe. Nigerians 
condemn these killings in all its ramifications. There is 
no better time to think Nigeria than now. We must 
begin to look beyond religions and tribe and those 
responsible for securing our lives and property must 
fish out the perpetrators of these acts because a life 
lost is a life too many.

NO doubt the insecurity in Nigeria is increasing 
exponentially with each passing day. In order to curb 
these killings and secure our lives and property, our 
borders have to be monitored. They have become as 
porous as never before. The federal government must 
face the challenges of boundary porosity squarely. It 
should make concerted efforts to recruit, train and 
deploy adequately equipped customs and 
immigration personnel across borders with gadgets 
and sophisticated equipment such as body cameras, 
drones, and so on.

A wholistic security reform and reorientation of our 
value system should also be done as well as setting up 
a security network with neighbouring countries in 
order to beef up security around our borders.  There is 
also the need to collect and monitor information so 
that law enforcement officers can be proactive and 
predict potential crimes with near perfect accuracy 
and not reactively.  Furthermore, there should be 
deployment of more security agents to hotspots to 
ensure their presence and activities in the areas.

AS the new administration comes on board on May 29, 
appointments for an effective security team should 
not be compromised, rather, merit, character, 
experience and competence should be paramount.
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Ayo Ologun dated April 14th 2023 
addressed to the headquarters of 
ICPC, Abuja which was copied 
Minister of  Inter ior,  Rauf 
Aregbesola, made available to The 
Nation on Friday stated the tenure 
of Acting CG statutorily ended on 
the 24th of April 2022 but the 
president extended in a letter 
signed by the Chief of Staff by a 
year which lapse in April 2023. 

According to the letter, ”Relying 
on the letter of extension as signed 
by the Chief of Staff to the 
President, the one year elongation 
ends on the 24th of April, 2023 
provided no further elongation is 
given which until the moment of 
writing this letter to you is non-
existent.
 Where such letter is nonexistent,  
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it can be rightly concluded that the 
acting CG is to vacate office before 
or on the 2 4th of April 2 0 2 3  and 
any action taken or processes 
embarked upon run foul of the 
subsisting Public law.  Where this is 

the case, we shall be constrained 
to approach a Court of Law, to 
seek interpretations on whether 
the Executive power of the CG is 
self- renewable without the 
consent or otherwise of the 
president.”
 The coalition which consists of 

five groups held that such action 
is an act of corruption, saying, “a 

letter was issued from the office 
of the CG as to the effect of an 
official trip and the letter stated 
that the CG will be away from 
13th April to the 25th of April 
when his tenure would have been 
duly and officially terminated.”

he comptroller General 
of Immigration, Idri TDere has been dragged 

before the Independent 
Corrupt Practises and Other 
Related Offences Commission 
(ICPC) for outliving his 
stipulated duration of his 
tenure in office.

This is just as he is alleged to 
have been planning a tenure 
elongation without the approval 
of the president of Nigeria, 
Muhammadu Buhari. 
 This is just as he is alleged to 

have been planning a tenure 
elongation without the approval of 
the pres iden t  o f Niger i a, 
Muhammadu Buhari.  

A copy of petition by Coalition of 
Civil Societies signed by Comrade 

assured of her commitment to 
ensure all outstanding issues, 
espec ia l ly  the  unst ructured 
salary/pension harmonisation issue 
is formally done in collaboration with 
the Salaries and Wages Commission.

National secretary of NITEL/MTEL 
pensioners association, Emmanuel 
Adu said his association has set up 
computer centres in all the 36 states 
of the federation for its members to 
conduct the online verification 
exercise.

The pension boss said the agency 
will embark on a massive awareness 
campaign on the ”I Am Alive” 
Confirmation solution, to sensitise 

the pensioners and the general 
public on the commencement 
schedule.

She told the pensioners that the 
”I Am Alive” confirmation solution 
is free, ”PTAD does not charge any 
fee for this confirmation. No PTAD 
staff will ask you for payment to 
process your pension or arrears, 
anyone who demands for payment 
from you is a fraudster and should 
be reported immediately.”

The pensioners are simply 
expected to visit PTAD website: 
www.ptad.gov.ng, to conduct the 
verification exercise on ”I Am 
Alive” solution.

HE Pension Transit ional  TArrangement Directorate 
(PTAD) has announced a six months 
ultimatum for all pensioners under 
the defined benefit pension scheme 
to complete their aliveness through 
a technology based platform 
c o d e n a m e d  ” I  A m  A l i v e ”  
confirmation solution.
 Executive secretary of PTAD,  Dr 

Chioma Ejikeme made the remark 
at the full roll-out of the ”I Am Alive” 
confirmation solution yesterday in 
Abuja.

Dr Ejikeme also disclosed that 
PTAD is working on a programme 
that will ensure the pensioners are 
registered for health insurance, an 
initiative the pensioners applauded 
as laudable. “We want to tie the I 
Am Alive to health insurance. It’s 
going to be your ticket to health 
insurance.  It is going to be your 
ticket to continue to receive 
pension.”

The ”I Am Alive” confirmation 
solution is an online application 
designed to enable pensioners 
under the Defined Benefits Scheme 
for pensioners to easily confirm their 
aliveness from the comfort of their 
homes or neighbourhood, using 
either a smartphone or a computer 
system.

Those who fail to confirm their 
aliveness within the grace period 
will be removed from the payroll 
automatically.

Ej ikeme said any el igible 
pensioner who fails to come out for 
verification during the allowed 
period would be considered as 
fraud.

The ES emphasised the need for 
diaspora pensioners to particularly 
take advantage of the new platform 
to solve the problem of non-
payment of their pensions because 
they have not been able to 
participate in the previous manual 
verification process. ”You have to 
know where they are, who you are, 
you have to plan to verify them she 
said.

PTAD has trained pension desk 
officers from the ministries, 
departments and agencies that 
have pensioners under the old 
scheme on the use of the new 
application to assist pensioners who 
are unable to carry out the 
confirmation on their own.

S h e  s a i d  t h e  a g e n c y ’ s  
communication channels are also 
open to receive comments, 
observations and render assistance 
where necessary, and we enjoin our 
pensioners to reach out to us.

The pensioners took advantage of 
the time to marshal out their 
challenges with the process, 
including the existential issues of 
difficulty in verification of next of kin 
of deceased pensioners.

The  e xe cu t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  
addressed their concerns and 

HE United Nations Children TFund (UNICEF) has expressed 
worry that nine years after 276 
schoolgirls were abducted from 
their dormitory in Chibok, 96 of the 
girls are still in captivity, while more 
children in their thousands have 
been subjected to grave violations 
of their rights.

UNICEF lamented that since 
2014, there have been over 2,400 
incidents of grave violations verified,  
affecting over 6,800 children in the 
North East,  adding that the most 
common violations are recruitment 
or use of children by armed groups 
with 700 verified cases,  followed by 
abductions of children,  with 693 
incidents, and killing and maiming, 
with 675 incidents

The global children body observed 
that on April 7, 2023, 80 children 
were reportedly abducted by 
militants in Tsafe Local Council of 
Zamfara State, according to local 
media, stressing that this 
“reinforces the urgent need for 
action to protect children in 
Nigeria.”

In a statement, yesterday, in 
Abuja, UNICEF Representative in 
Nigeria, Cristian Munduate, 

observed that the statistics were 
disturbing and devastating, adding 
that ”we cannot turn a blind eye to 
the suffering of Nigeria's children..”

She said: ”It has been nine years 
since the horrendous abduction of 
the Chibok girls, yet the nightmare 
continues as children are still being 
kidnapped, forcibly recruited, killed 
and injured– their futures torn away. 

We must do everything in our power 
to ensure they grow up in safety, 
with access to education and the 
opportunity to fulfill their potential.”

UNICEF stated that the impact of 
the conflict on education is alarming, 
with repercussions that will likely 
affect generations.

According to UNICEF, the Teachers'  
Registration Council of Nigeria (TCN)  
reported that, between 2009 and 
2022, around  2,295 teachers were 
reportedly killed in attacks, over 
19,000 teachers were displaced, 
more than 1,500 schools closed 
because of insecurity, and 910 
schools were destroyed”.

U N I C E F  c o m m e n d e d  t h e  
Government of Nigeria's signing of 

the UNICEF-supported handover 
protocol and its commitment to 
invest N144.8b ($314.5m) towards 
the Safe Schools Financing Plan in 
2022 and stands ready to support 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  i t s  
implementation to ensure that all 
children encountered in the course 
of armed conflict in Nigeria or 
released from armed groups are 
quickly reunited with their families 
and benefit from reintegration 
programmes.

It called on all parties to the conflict 
t o  r e s p e c t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
humanitarian law and human rights 
law and protect the rights and well-
being of children.

UNICEF expressed commitment to 
work with the government and 
partners to ensure that every child in 
Nigeria can enjoy their rights and 
live in a peaceful and prosperous 
society.

Curbing wanton killings in Nigeria
Immigration CG dragged before 

ICPC over tenure elongation

PTAD gives 6 months ultimatum for pensioners verification

UNICEF laments FG’s inability 
to rescue Chibok girls
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Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong (CON) his wife, Mrs. 
Regina Lalong (right) with the Executive Chairman of Shendam LGC, Hon. 
Alex Miskoom Naantuam

Paramount Ruler of the Gamai nation, HRH Miskoom Martin Shaldas, Long 
Gamai making his condolence remarks

Chief of Air Staff, represented by Air Vice Marshall Paul Masiyer delivering  
the CAS condolence message

Wife of the deceased flanked by children and members of the family

APC State Chairman, Hon. Rufus Bature (2nd left) with other sympathisers 
during the Mass

Late Air Commodore Maigida’s wife, children, classmate Navy Commodore 
Ike of the 42nd Regular (right) with others paying their last respect to the 
departed DOPRI

Cross section of sympathisers at the Mass

Governor Lalong (left) exchanging greetings with some members of the 
Security of Plateau State

AIR COMMODORE MAIGIDA LAID TO REST
Remains of the late Director of Press and Information (DOPRI), Nigerian Airforce, Air Commodore Wapkerem Martins Maigida has been laid to rest at 

his hometown Nyak, Ajikamai of Shendam LGA on Friday after Mass at the St. Stephen’s Catholic Nyak
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AST week we started a discussion 
on the difference between politics Land Governance and today we 

continue.
We saw the tools that governance uses 

in justifying tax-payers money and 
curbing corruption, tools such as strategic 
planning, monitory and evaluation, data-
based decision making and performance-
based budgeting. This stands in total 
contrast to political tools such as rallies, 
political promises, lobbying, horse 
trading, which have nothing to do with the 
welfare of society but the pocket of the 
politician. The following Excerpt from the 
International Bureau of education throws 
more light on our subject matter:

Governance has been defined to refer to 
structures and processes that are 
designed to ensure accountability, 
transparency, responsiveness, rule of 
law, stability, equity and inclusiveness, 
empowerment, and broad-based 
participation. Governance also represents 
the norms, values and rules of the game 
through which public affairs are managed 
in a manner that is transparent, 
participatory, inclusive and responsive. 
Governance therefore can be subtle and 
may not be easily observable. In a broad 
sense, governance is about the culture 
and institutional environment in which 
citizens and stakeholders interact among 
themselves and participate in public 
affairs. It is more than the organs of the 
government.

International agencies such as UNDP, 
the World Bank, the OECD Development 
Assistance Committee (DAC) and others 
define governance as the exercise of 
authority or power in order to manage a 
country's economic, political and 
administrative affairs. The 2009 Global 
Monitoring Report sees governance as 
'power relationships,' 'formal and 
informal processes of formulating policies 
and allocating resources,' 'processes of 
decision-making' and 'mechanisms for 
holding governments accountable.'

Often there is a tendency to equate 
governance with management, the latter 
primarily referring to the planning, 
implementation and monitoring functions 
in order to achieve pre-defined results. 
Management encompasses processes, 
structures and arrangements that are 
designed to mobilize and transform the 
available physical, human and financial 
resources to achieve concrete outcomes. 
Management refers to individuals or 
groups of people who are given the 
authority to achieve the desired results. 
Governance systems set the parameters 
under  wh ich  management  and 
administrative systems will operate. 
Governance is about how power is 
distributed and shared, how policies are 
fo rmu la ted ,  p r io r i t i es  se t  and  
stakeholders made accountable.

The above forgoing is from the 
International Bureau of Education. What 
role can the electorate play in bringing 
about good governance? The electorate 
can scrutinize its candidates for 
Governance skills and ask questions. We 
need debates like never before. Let 
aspiring politicians come to the media and 
solve case studies. Stop asking them 
direct question. For example, I ask: if you 
become the counsellor of your local 
government where poverty is prevalent, 
tell us the strategic plan you have drawn 
up for tackling the problem of poverty? 
How will you advise the local Government 
Chairman? How will you spend the money 
put in your care for projects and how will 
you give account to your community? 
How will you raise revenue in your locality 
if federal allocation does not come? What 
community projects will you make a 
priority? How can you determine what is 
priority? Can you give us the blueprint of 
strategies you intend to use in solving the 
problems in your community? How can 
you demonstrate accountability? What is 
merit? What does that mean to you? What 

ending poverty in your community is 
realized. This is assuming that you have a 
strategic plan and you know the concept 
of strategic planning and implementation. 
This is also assuming that you desire to 
end poverty in your community. How do 
you intend to create jobs?

 It is time to up the ante. Politics in 
Nigeria should be for those who are willing 
and able to intellectually equip 
themselves and bring knowledge into 
their leadership style. It is not all 
politicians that do not mean well for their 
electorate. Sometimes, it is that they do 
not have the prerequisite education, 
management and leadership training and 
experience. Every politician should know 
strategic planning and monitoring and 
evaluation. Sometimes it is not the 
politician. It is that those who surround 
him, who know better than he does and 
know how to cut corners and steal in his 
name and at his expense. They are our 
problems. The aspiring leaders need to go 
for training and evaluation because 
politics does not have the tools required 
for good governance and leadership. It is 
governance that does. Money can buy a 
political ticket but it will not help in giving 
the politician the tools to transform 
himself from a politician to a leader. 
Furthermore, politicians should choose 
their assistants wisely because whatever 
they do will be in the name of the 
politician. They need to appoint intelligent 
people who know and have their best 
interest at heart.

The era of the blind leading the blind is 
over. You are now facing the next 
generation and they do not play. 2023 is 
coming. This is the new order. This is 
Generation-Z. The young people of this 
generation are intellectually inclined and 
there is a limit to how long we can 
continue to use money as a political cloak 
for covering our ignorance. This new 
generation is a question-asking 
generation. They are an entitled 
generation and an intelligent one at that. 
Sooner than later, they will start 
disgracing politicians with their question. 

They are Thirsty for knowledge and 
understanding. They will not be fooled or 
hood winked. That means that if a 
politician believes he can distribute bags 
of rice and wrappers for votes for these 
upcoming elections, he will be wasting his 
money and disgracing himself. 

Politicians will be asked questions. 
Intelligent questions that will determine 
their fate. This generation Z is data savvy. 
Did you say electronic voting system? 
They have everything electronic on 
lockdown. They are databased. Their DNA 
is technology. The era of money and 
power politics is over. This is not 1980 
when only rice and wrapper will get you 
votes or were manipulation and ballot 
snatching will help. Even the political 
thugs are tired. So, it is time to put your 
house in order. If you do not know 
strategic planning and monitoring and 
evaluation, run o! Go and learn it now 
because generation Z have no patience 
and the younger ones after them have 
questions that require a lot of education 
and gray matter. Do not be disgraced. Go 
and learn now before 2023. To make 
matters worse for politicians, the country 
is in such a situation today that even little 
children are feeling it and the young 
generation is concerned for their future. 
They are concerned about the debt-
riddled country that they are going to 
inherit, and any straight-thinking 
politician will do well to sit up straight and 
acquire governance and leadership skill 
that he is expected to put to good use.

To the electorate who are not generation 

Z, we should demand accountability and 

knowledge of the subject matter from our 

politicians. As such, we must stop 

politicians in their tracks when they come 

at us with their promises. What we need 

to do is identify community problems and 

then ask our politicians who come for 

campaigns, for written blueprints giving 

us details of the strategic plan they have 

for the problem in our communities and 

how they intend to use Monitoring and 

evaluation and other tools in seeking for 

solution and realizing the objective of 

solving the problem. If they fumble and 

their presentation does not fly, we do not 

vote for them. We will also ask them case 

study and outside-the-box question 

based on their submissions. That is one 

way of ensuring that we vote people who 

have what it takes to turn our economy 

around.
 Problem number one is energy, followed 

by infrastructure and insecurity. If the 

politician climbs that podium and says 

that he will give you roads and water and 

hospitals, ask him or her HOW he or she 

intends to do that considering the 

condition of our economy. Ask the 

politician how he intends to boost foreign 

trades and increase our foreign exchange 

reserves. Ask him how he intends to boost 

exports and develop SMES. Ask him what 

he knows about green energy. Ask him if 

he knows the correlation between energy 

and criminality. Ask him what he knows 

about the relationship between job 

creation and security. Ask him about the 

relationship between export and 

development. 
When there is a political debate, 

politicians should all come with WRITTEN 

blueprints of strategies on how they 

intend to solve our problem and the 

electorate should be ready to ask them 

case study question. E.g how do you 

intend to come up with the resources for 

fixing the energy sector? What do you 

know about wind and solar energy in 

industrialization? If he says that he will 

take a loan, please ask him to leave and 

escort him politely to his convoy. Safe 

journey. E no sabi anything…We are 

already in debt up to our eyeballs and the 

generation Z are supposed to be the 

generation to pay these humongous 

loans…. and they are not smiling. Such 

politicians have already sold the future of 

our children and we need to redeem it 

through intelligent governance-based 

leadership.
This means that every voter must 

educate himself in governance and know 

the difference between governance and 

politics. Demanding for astute politicians 

who are grounded in governance, that is 

half of the election. That is the duty of the 

electorate. To know exactly what they 

want by knowing what governance is so 

that they can demand if from aspiring 

politician who wish to represent them. It 

is the right of the electorate to ask for 

substance and get it. Gone are the days 

when politicians sign off contracts awards 

that they cannot read or understand. 

Gone are the days when wearing a starch 

agbada is enough to be a leader.
Strategic planning, monitoring and 

evaluation do not only ensure good 

leadership but also provides us with a tool 

for measuring accountability. We cry 

about corruption without knowing how to 

stop it. We cannot all run away to Canada 

and United Kingdom so we must learn 

from their electorate and show courage in 

politely asking for good governance.

does strategic planning mean to you? 
What does monitor and evaluation mean 
to you? What does performance-based 
budgeting mean to you? Do you intend to 
use these tools IF you are voted into 
power? What does data-based decision-
making mean to you? what does need 
assessment mean to you.? How do you 
intend to use these tools IF we vote you in 
to power? Why is it important to use these 
in your administration?

Tell us about the performance indices 
you are going to use when carrying out 
the monitoring and evaluation of the 
projects that you will put in place for the 
implementation of your strategic plan in 
order to ensure that your objectives of 
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To be continued next week

Politics versus governance II
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Continued on page 26

his week at MI, we're celebrating Back History 
Month in the only way we know how–with some Tawesome music. Music is a rich part of black 

history in this country and the priceless records speak 
for themselves. From jazz to soul, from Bob Marley to 
James Brown, these artists have touched the hearts of 
many. So let's celebrate this Black History Month by 
remembering five of the most epic black musicians of 
all time. Will your favorite be on the list?

Continued on page 26

CCORDING 
to her, being Aa side chick 

to married men is 
morally wrong, but 
staying away from 
people's husbands 
is a morally upright 
living.
She stressed that 

she did not want 
them to experience 
what she went 
through, therefore, 
relationships with 
married men should 
be avoided.
She expressed 

gratitude to fans 
and well-wishers, 
for their constant 
prayers, love, and 
encouragement ,  
adding that they 
should live a life 
they  wou ld  be  
proud of.
The actress added 

that having a side 
business was far 
better than being a 
side chick, and 
urged them to leave 
people's husbands 
alone.
“Live a life you would be proud of.
“Thank you all for all the prayers and 

encouragement and love.
“I am on a new part to a new life; strive to 

be new and stay safe and morally upright.
“No do side chick o…see u soon. Find a 

side business a n d  
l e a v e  
people'

s 

Prince. Need I say more? Prince Rogers Nelson signed his first 
record deal at the delicate age of just nineteen. To this day Prince is 
famed for his genre-defying anthems, androgynous persona, 
undeniable genius, and extraordinary vocal range.

Prince was a musical genius and multi-instrumentalist whose 
anthems will go down in history as an encapsulation of genres. His 
album Dirty Mind would achieve critical success in 1980, but many 
more were to follow, including Purple Rain (1984), and Sign o' the 
Times (1987). Prince died in 2016 but his music is well and truly 
alive in the hearts of many.

husband.
”Don't make the mistake I made…The 

idea is to be morally right, ” she wrote.
Abubakar is a model, actress, television 

personality, philanthropist, and multiple 
award-winning member of the Nollywood 
industry.
Halima Abubakar and Apostle 

Suleman. 
Since July 2022, Abubakar and Apostle 

Suleman have been having a running 
battle over a love affair that the apostle 

denied ever took place.
Among numerous allegations, the 
actress said Mr. Suleman was 
behind an unnamed l i fe-
threatening ailment that plagued 
her for years and that he reneged 
on his promise to marry her.
Halima Abubakar Joins The 

'Gorimapa' Club
In September 2022, the 
actress and her siblings called 

Mr. Suleman out on social 
media, accusing him of 
being behind her 
illness.

In his response, Mr. 
Suleman issued a 
cease -and -des i s t  

Influential black 
musicians of all time

Nat King Cole: The King of Jazz Piano

After facing consistent racial adversity through her early career, 
Marian Anderson performed at the Lincoln Memorial in 1939 to a 
crowd of 75,000 and a radio audience in the millions, which has 
been named a watershed moment in civil rights history. She then 
went on to become the first black person to perform at the 
Metropolitan Opera in New York City in 1955.

Prince: Simply, The Prince

Sister Rosetta Tharpe

Sister Rosetta Tharp is widely known as “The Godmother of Rock 
& Roll”. She rose to popularity as the first recording artist to use 
heavy distortion on her electric guitar, coupled with gospel lyrics. 
She is cited as an influence to many early rock-and-roll musicians, 

Nollywood actress, Halima Abubakar, has urged ladies to desist from dating 
married men, saying leaving a quality life of being responsible with good 
moral virtues is the best life. The renowned movie star, who took to her 
Instagram page to give the advice, said that ladies should not make the 
same mistake she made by dating someone else's husband.

'Do not make the 
mistake I made’

















notice to the actress while asking for a 
published apology or facing legal 
action.
This did not deter the actress, 

who continued to call him out 
on Instagram, claiming they 
had an affair.
T h i s  c a u s e d  t h e  

preacher, through his 
legal representatives, 
Ephesus Lex Attorneys 
& Solicitors, to bring 
Abubakar before a 
judge, J. Enobie 
Obanor, of the High 
C o u r t  o f  t h e  
Federal Capital 
Territory in the 
Abuja Judicial 
Division.
Desp i te  the  

court order for 
her to appear in 
court for the 
commencement 
of the case on 
t he  25 th  o f  
March, the film 
star has granted 
an interview in 
which she made 
s t a r t l i n g  
revelations.
In a live session with talent manager 

Samuel Olatunji, Abubakar alleged that 
she got pregnant by the preacher who 
promised to marry her.
She said Mr. Suleman cried when she 

lost the pregnancy.
“When I lost the pregnancy, he was 

crying; you would think it's real because 
he was shedding tears that I lost his 
child,” she said.

She also revealed that she got 
pregnant for Mr. Suleman three 
times and that the last one 
caused complications, which 
made her take medications.
“It's crazy. I got pregnant three 

times for him. The last one got 
me bleeding. I had to take 
tablets to stop it. I bled for five 
years. I just came out of a long 
hiatus.
“I've been in a spiritual battle, 

so I just came back. The blood 
just stopped rushing. You won't 
believe it. I wasn't seeing my 
period because I don't know 
which is my period,” she added.
In a cl ip from another 

interview, Abubakar alleged that 
the cleric slept with her while 
bleeding.
“He was sleeping with me even 

while I was bleeding. That's the 
dangerous part, and he told 
other people, that's why.
“The whole thing took me 

unaware because I was naive 
and not a spiritual person. Even 
when I'm on my period, he does 
that,” the actress stated.
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Continued from page 18

Continued from page 18 including Little Richard, Johnny Cash, Elvis Presley, and Chuck 
Berry. 

Ray Charles is widely regarded as the musician who combined 
soul and country to create a new sound of blues and R&B. Charles 
became one of the first black musicians to be granted full artistic 
control by a mainstream record company while he was with ABC. 
Charles is a 17-time Grammy Award winner among many other 
accomplishments. 

Influential black 
musicians of all time

Ray Charles

Aretha Franklin

Aretha Franklin, “The Queen of Soul”, will go down in history as a 
remarkable musician, as well as a key figure in the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1960s. Her hit song “Respect” served as an 
anthem for both the Civil Rights Movement and the Women's 
Rights Movement. In 1987, she was the first female artist to be 
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of fame. 

Jimi Hendrix 

Jimi Hendrix pioneered new music technologies and redefined 
the role of guitar in popular music. His unique sound, extraordinary 
technique, and staggering stage presence influenced many 
guitarists that came after including Stevie Ray Vaughan, Prince, 
and Joe Satriani.

'Do not make the 
mistake I made’
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Governor Lalong through the SGS, Prof. Danladi Abok Atu delivering his 
speech

Cross section of members of the inaugurated Committee

Commissioner for Special Duties and NGO, Hon. Gyang Musa Dung (right) 
with the Permanent Secretary, Policy, Mr. Peter Wuyep at the inauguration

From left are, Commissioners of Finance, Dr. Regina Soemlat, Health, Dr. 
Ndam Lar and Planning, Hon. Dan Phil Hirkop

Prof. Danladi Abok Atu (who stood in for Governor) inaugurating the high 
Powered Committee

Members of the Census Committee being inaugurated

Directors from NPC and members of the committee listening keenly to 
speeches

Federal Commissioner, National Population Commission, Hon. Cecilia 
Dapoet delivering some remarks

Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong (CON) last week at the Old Government House Rayfield, Jos inaugurated a high powered 
Committee for the 2023 Population and Housing Census, the Committee is to revalidate population figures in the state and the country at large, 

scheduled to be held from the 3rd to 5th of May 2023 nationwide
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LALONG INAUGURATES CENSUS COMMITTEE
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