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The planned June 2023 dateline for the removal of the lingering oil subsidy by the Federal Government has now been halted at the 
recommendation of the National Economic Council [NEC]. Chaired by the Vice President Prof. Yemi Oshibanjo, there are dare concerns on 
putting Nigerians into another round of economic crisis barely few months ago after the country was thrown into a total mess due to the 
CBN naira redesign policy.
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E d i t o r i a l

YEAR-IN year-out, building collapse has become a 
recurring phenomenon in almost all parts of Nigeria 
resulting in loss of lives and billions of Naira in 
investments. The rate at which some of the 
structures,  some under construction, have been 
failing,  are a source of concern and something 

urgent needs to be done to curb the menace.  
THE recent collapse of a seven-storey building on 

Banana Island in Lagos brought to the fore,  again,  
the recurring,  and very disturbing issue of building 

and structural failures in the country.
IN other climes, buildings don't just collapse every 

other day. From the architectural design stage to 

civil and structural engineering, actual construction 

and completion of a project, efforts are made to 

ensure that laid down regulations are strictly 

adhered to. And,  there are no shortcuts aimed at 
minimising costs.  In Nigeria,  however,  failure of the 
regulating agencies to properly perform their 
supervisory roles has given way to a situation where 
quacks have taken over with dire consequences. 

A number of reasons have been adduced for the 

recurrence. Some of them include failure of 

regulatory agencies in  monitor ing and 

enforcement, alleged sharp practices by 

representatives of regulators, the inability of 

professional bodies to fulfil oversight functions, 

failure of government at different levels to 

prosecute offenders conclusively which is believed 

to help perpetuate impunity, and preponderance of 

substandard building materials in the country, 

among others.

HOWEVER,  there have been disturbing revelations 

that some construction sites would have had at a 

point been ordered sealed off. Yet, before one 

knows it, they will be reopened for construction.

REPORTS have it that some structural engineers would 

pulled out of projects due to their inability to 

guarantee the integrity of the high-rise buildings 
allegedly due to sudden change and deviation from 
its initial design.  Yet work would go on.

SEVERAL other factors have been fingered as the 

cause of the collapse,  among them the failure of the 

supervisory and regulatory role of the state's 

Building Control Agency and other agencies such as 

the State Materials Testing Laboratory saddled with 

laboratory tests and services on soil, concrete, 

steel, chemical, calibration, Non-Destructive 

Testing (NDT), and geo-technics for buildings.

EXPERTS have also attributed the causes of incessant 

collapse to substandard building materials, 

pilfering, faulty non-adherence to designs, lack of 

comprehensive subsoil investigation before designs 

are done, illegal conversion or alterations to 

existing structures, and use of quacks or unskilled 

builders. They faulted government's agencies such 

as the various State Physical Planning Permit 

Authority, various State Material Testing 

Laboratory, State Building Control Agency, and 

various State Safety Commission, among others for 

not taking handling the issue with the seriousness it 

deserves.

THE incessant collapse of buildings in the country 
definitely reflects badly on professionals in the 

industry who are struggling to wrest construction 
jobs from the few foreign companies operating in 
Nigeria.  But they cannot compete if their building 
sites become killing fields.  It is,  therefore,  important 
that there be a register of every professional in the 
i ndus t ry  to  check  the i r  ac t i v i t i es  and  

documentation. Given the volume of work in the 

construction industry, it may also be necessary to 

engage external but trust-worthy certifiers to carry 

out construction site monitoring.
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Brussels, Belgium, wherein he 
called on the European Union to 
impose 'weighty sanctions' on 
t h o s e  e n g a g e d  i n  
'unconstitutional change of 
governments' as well as those 
influencing the 'process and 
outcomes of elections'.”

“It is instructive to state that 
part of the electoral process is the 
adjudication by the Presidential 
Election Petition Tribunal which is 
considering petitions arising from 
the election.

The President, Major General 
Buhari (retd.) by his subjudice 
statement, is clearly interfering in 
the electoral process ostensibly 
to influence the outcome and 
undermine the constitutionally 
laid down procedures for change 
of government.”

According to the party, the 
February 25 presidential election 
had been judged across the 
nation and globally as the worst in 
the history of our country.

The party added that the 
presidential election was marred 
by brazen violations of the 
provisions of the Constitution of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
1999 (as amended), the Electoral 
Act, 2022, Independent National 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n  
Regulations and Guidelines, and 
manipulation of processes.

It stated that the poll was 
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marred by the alteration of 
genuine results from polling 
units, the announcement of 
fabricated figures, and “climaxed 
by the vexatious declaration of 
the candidate of the All 
Progressives Congress, Senator 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu as the 
winner”.

It also said it was unpardonable 
that the President did not uphold 
the laws of our country to ensure 
a free, fair, credible, and 
transparent election.

he Peoples Democratic 
Party has called on the Ti n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c o m m u n i t y  t o  i m p o s e  
sanctions, including a visa 
ban, on the President, Major 
General Muhammadu Buhari 
(retd.), for undermining 
democracy in Nigeria.

The party stated this while 
reacting to a comment credited 
to the President wherein he 
claimed that opposition parties 
lost the presidential election 
because of overconfidence and 
lack of strategy.

While describing the remark as 
reckless, the PDP said history 
would not be kind to him as the 
comment was capable of 
destroying the nation's corporate 
existence.

Addressing a press conference 
at the party's national secretariat 
on Friday, the National Publicity 
Secretary of the party, Debo 
Ologunagba said, “Having clearly 
undermined democracy in 
Nigeria, the PDP calls on the 
international community to 
accordingly impose sanctions 
including visa ban and travel 
restrictions on Buhari and his 
family immediately he vacates 
office on May 29, 2023.

This demand for sanction is in 
line with President Buhari's 
request on February 17, 2022, in 

“The amount in question was 
negotiated in a condition of war 
and where there are competing 
demands for the same bus 
services by other countries also 
trying to evacuate their citizens. 
Therefore, cooperation and 
understanding of all and sundry 
are required to complement 
ongoing efforts aimed at ensuring 

the safe return of every 
Nigerian trapped in Sudan,” the 
statement clarified.

No fewer than 5,500 Nigerian 
students are stranded due to 
the ongoing crisis in Sudan.

The government had released 
N150m for hiring 40 buses to 
convey its desperate citizens 
from Sudan to Cairo in Egypt.

HE Federal Government on TSaturday explained why it 
splashed $1.2 million for the 40 
buses hired to evacuate 
Nigerians from Sudan.

The hefty amount was settled 
for in a “condition of war”, the 
Federal Government said.

The clarification came in a 
Joint statement by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and the 
Ministry of Humanitarian 
Affairs, Disaster Management 
and Social Development.

The statement was signed by 
the Director overseeing the 
Office of the Permanent 
Secretary, MFA, Amb. Janet 
Olisa, and Permanent Secretary, 
FMHADMSD, Dr. Nasir Sani-
Gwarzo.

“The general public is also 
advised to discountenance 
unverified information being 
circulated on social media as 
some of it is either due to 
ignorance or sheer mischief. The 
outcry over the negotiated sum 
of $1.2 million for the buses 
hired for the exercise, is 
uncalled for.

Buhari should get visa ban after handover
–PDP

Buhari

Sundan crisis: Why FG splashed $1.2m on buses

FG postpones National Census 
indefinitely

HE Minister of Information Tand Culture, Alhaji Lai 
Mohammed, has announced 
President Muhammadu Buhari's 
approval for the postponement of 
the May 3rd 2023 population and 
housing census.

The Minister in a statement in 
Abuja on Friday morning, said a 
new date will be determined by 
the incoming administration.

The statement read: “President 
Muhammadu Buhari has approved 
the postponement of the 2023 
Population and Housing Census, 
earlier scheduled for 3-7 May 
2023, to a date to be determined 
by the incoming Administration.

The President gave the approval 
after meeting with some members 
of the Federal Executive Council 
and the Chairman of the National 
Population Commission and his 
team at the Presidential Villa in 
Abuja on Friday (28 April 2023).

In arriving at the decision to 
postpone the Census, the meeting 
reiterated the critical need for the 
conduct of a Population and 
Housing Census, 17 years after 
the last Census, to collect up-to-
date data that will drive the 
developmental goals of the 
country and improve the living 
standard of the Nigerian people.

The President noted that with 
t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  
Enumeration Area Demarcation of 
the country, conduct of first and 
second pretests, the recruitment 

and training of adhoc workers, 
procurement of Personal Digital 
Assistants (PDAs) and ICT 
infrastructures, appreciable 
progress has been made in the 
implementation of the 2023 
Population and Housing Census.

He also commended the 
methodology being put in place 
by the Commission to conduct 
accurate and reliable Census, 
e spe c i a l l y  t he  mass i ve  
deployment of technology that 
is capable of delivering world 
class Census and laying a 
sustainable basis for future 
censuses.

“The Pres ident  fur ther  
directed the Commission to 
continue with preparations for 
the conduct of the 2023 
Population and Housing Census 
in order to sustain the gains 
already recorded and provide 
the basis for the incoming 
administration to consolidate 
these achievements.

The meeting was attended by 
the Attorney General of the 
Federation and Minister of 
Justice, Mr Abubakar Malami; 
the Minister of Finance, Budget 
and National Planning, Mrs 
Zainab Ahmed; the Minister of 
Information and Culture, Alhaji 
Lai Mohammed; the Minister of 
State, Budget and National 
Planning, Mr Clem Agba and the 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation, Mr Boss 
Mustapha.”

Building collapse: One too many

Farouq
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President Buhari (right) in a warm handshake with the former Nigerian Head 
of States, Gen. Dr. Yakubu Gowon

Muhammadu Buhari taking salute at the colourful ceremony

President Buhari (middle) with other Service Chiefs in a group photograph

President Buhari (left) in a handshake with the leader of the Progressives 
Governors and Kebbi State Governor, Atiku Bagudu

Cross section of APC Governors in a private meeting with President 
Muhammadu Buhari

Governor Simon Bako Lalong of Plateau State, SGF, Mr. Boss Mustapha in a 
group photograph with the President and other APC Governors

President Muhammadu Buhari in a group photograph with APC Governors 
Forum

President Muhammadu Buhari inspecting the Nigerian Army colors party 
Parade

BUHARI PARTICIPATES AT NIGERIAN ARMY COLORS PARADE 2023
Nigeria’s President, Muhammadu Buhari, former Head of States, Gen. Dr. Yakubu Gowon and others participated at this years Nigerian Army Trooping 

and presentation of colors parade at the Eagle Square, Abuja

PRESIDENT BUHARI MEETS APC GOVERNORS
President Muhammadu Buhari this week met with the All Progressives Congress (APC) State Governors at the Presidential Villa, Aso Rock, Abuja
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HE decision appears 
momentary,  as  one  Tanonymous oil marketer 

told THE SUNDAY STANDARD; 
''This decision by government is 
just to avoid embarrassing the 
in-coming APC administration 
that may not be able to handle 
the boomerang effects and the 
anticipated back lash from the 
public while it thinks of a 
convenient date. It is just like 
shifting the evil day which must 
surely come.''

While the tension and pressure 
continue to mount for the 
deregulation of petroleum 
products, the body language of 
the  Federa l  Government  
suggests that there is no going 
back on subsidy removal even as  
o i l  marketers and other 
stakeholders in the petroleum 
Industry are already bracing up 
to matters arising from the 
implementation which SUNDAY 
S TA N D A R D  s o u r c e s  a r e  
predicting will trigger a hike in all 

petroleum products particularly, 
Petroleum Motor Spirit [PMS], or 
Petrol as commonly known to 
many Nigerians may hit N800.00 
per litre.

Nigeria as a nation that is 
operating a mono-economy 
which largely depends on its 
crude oil out-put in proving 
service delivery among all its 
socio-economic sectors, may 
witness so many challenges 
which many commentators 
ascribed to the uncertain 
measures put in place in terms of 
importation and managing 
sufficiency within the daily 
domestic demand of products.

However, part of the challenges 
may be as a result of foreign 
exchange gap which is about 
15.1 billion US dollars on PMS 
only especially when the oil 
subsidy is completely removed. 
This comes to bare even as 
marketers have insisted that 
unless a practical framework is 
designed to manage the 

transition to a deregulated 
market, and the crisis already 
created by the naira redesign 
policy may resurface and cause 
more economic crisis that may 
also cripple the in-coming Tinubu 
Administration.

According to Gabriel  Mokoh, a 
Petroleum marketer in Jos, who 
expressed his opinion to SUNDAY 
STANDARD noted that, ''This 
planned deregulation by the 
Federal Government is just 
shrouded in secrecy and creating 
unnecessary apprehension 
within the oil sector itself either 
due to lack of enough information 
on the way forward or the policy 
itself is not well conceived to 
succeed. And if care is not taken, 
it may rubbish the gains being 
envisaged and further destabilize 
our already struggling economy.'' 
Mokoh said.

Madam Patricia Dusu, a grains 
dealer in Jos South Local 
Government Area, expressed 
fear that the removal of oil 

subsidy at a time when every 
average Nigerian is struggling to 
survive the present hash living 
condition in the midst of growing 
costs of food items in the market, 
high costs of transportation and 
that of general goods and 
services which revolves round 
the oil pump price of petrol would 
not anger well. 

''I think we don't need such for 
now because we are already 
chewing enough of hardship. 
Look at what Nigerians had to go 
through with the CBN Cashless 
Policy, and as if that is not 
sufficient, they want to bring 
another one again, Are our 
leaders cursed?''  She asked. 

According to Kingsley Jeremiah 
[The Guardian- April 27, 2023], 
About 7 trillion naira is spent 
yearly to import PMS alone while 
the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company Limited [NNPCL] funds 
the spending by being the sole 
importer. And as last year, only 
about 1.3billion Naira was 
provided by the CBN for fuel 
import, which went mostly into 
diesel and kerosene. Therefore, 
subsidizing fuel foreign exchange 
for marketers may not be 
different from the PMS subsidy 
regime. Besides, sourcing dollars 
CBN may not have the liquidity 
buffer to fund PMS especially 
from the parallel market which 
could be expensive.

However, based on the average 
cost of PMS in Chad, Cameroon, 
Benin and Ghana, where much of 

subsidized Nigerian fuel is 
smuggled to, which as well is 
used as reference by anti-subsidy 
advocates, is , 1.078 US dollars 
per litre which also means, if 
Nigerian oil marketers sell below 
the threshold, there could be 
market disincentive.

As it is, the marketers do not 
even know if the CBN would 
provide forex to them or if the 
NNPCL would remain the sole 
importer of the petroleum 
product. Again, some critics who 
spoke to SUNDAY STANDARD 
wondered why the NNPCL which 
for  too long had remained a 
conduit pipe for corruption and 
other sharp practices in collusion 
with some marketers should be 
allowed to retain sole importer 
s t a t u s  i n  t h e  s u b s i d y  
deregulation.

Martin Agyo, is a lecturer in one 
of the tertiary institutions in Jos, 
in his opinion, keeping the 
subsidy in place does not impact 
on the lives of most Nigerians, 
Rather, it only serves the 
common interest of a few cartels 
within the system.'' When our oil 
refineries have been forced not to 
be operational with only those 
close to the corridors of power 
reaping the gains of oil blocks and 
imports of the product while 
many Nigerians spend days in 
endless queues at Filling Stations 
and buying the products at cut 
throat prices without any option 
available..
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The planned June 2023 dateline for the removal of the lingering oil subsidy by the Federal Government has now been halted at the recommendation of the National Economic 
Council [NEC]. Chaired by the Vice President Prof. Yemi Oshibanjo, there are dare concerns on putting Nigerians into another round of economic crisis barely few months ago 
after the country was thrown into a total mess due to the CBN naira redesign policy. KENNETH DARENG, writes.

Fuel Subsidy removal: Why NEC made a u-turn 
Buhari Osinbajo Zainab

According to Kingsley Jeremiah [The Guardian- April 27, 2023], 
About 7 trillion naira is spent yearly to import PMS alone while 
the Nigerian National Petroleum Company Limited [NNPCL] 
funds the spending by being the sole importer. And as last year, 
only about 1.3billion Naira was provided by the CBN for fuel 
import, which went mostly into diesel and kerosene. Therefore, 
subsidizing fuel foreign exchange for marketers may not be 
different from the PMS subsidy regime. Besides, sourcing dollars 
CBN may not have the liquidity buffer to fund PMS especially 
from the parallel market which could be expensive.





S floods peak period is fast 
approaching, roadsides, streets Aand markets in major towns 

across Niger State have been turned into 
refuse dump sites. The state government 
environmental officials have also failed to 
clear these refuses.

Our correspondent who took a trip 
across the state discovered that the 
refuse which usually dumped on the 
streets for the Niger State Environmental 
Protection Agency (NSEPA) stays for days 
without being collected leading to more 
refuse dumped in different areas apart 
from the designated place.

Due to inefficient system to collect these 
waste, the residents are left with no 
choice than to dump these refuse on any 
available space they find which include  
streets, roadsides and drainages; even 
markets across the state are not free from 
this development as wastes can be seen 
inside the market amidst raising concerns 
of the people towards the health impact.

Some residents of the town expressed 
fear over these waste saying that the 
indiscriminate dumping of waste 
especially during the raining season can 
result in water pollution, drainage 
blocking, flooding, land pollution and 
infrastructural degradation.

In Suleja, Ismaila Muhammad Yaro 
lamented that the dumping of refuse on 
roads should not be so and even if it is 
dumped,appropriate authorities should 
be made to remove the wastes as soon as 
they are dropped stressing that this can 
affect the health of the people.

Chidoke Charles who also lives in Suleja 
said that the refuse has been left 
unattended to for months, “those who are 
supposed to pack this refuse haven't been 
doing anything. We are suffering this. The 
smell alone is not good.  They say that 
there is COVID 19, monkey pox and 
others and this refuse have been here for 
more than a month with nobody coming 
to pack it, instead of the government to 
pay the people that are packing it, they 
are not doing anything. We are suffering 
from the smell and the flies that come 
from it. They left it because they are not 
living here or doing business here. “We 
are begging the government to come and 
clear it for us”

At the Kure Ultra Modern market Minna, 
one of the traders, Mohammed Dangana 
whose shop is facing the refuse dump  
lamented that they have complained to 
the authorities but nothing has been 
done, “We are just looking. I have a POS 
stand close to the dustbin. We have 
complained but nothing is being done. We 
are tired of complaining, so now, we are 
just looking.”

Customers going to the market said that 
they would no longer pay the gate toll fees 
to enter the market until the government 
decides to do something about the refuse 
dump which has become an eyesore in 
the market.

One of the customers, Juliana Jacob 
said, “Imagine a market like a dump site, 
infact, the market has become a dump 
site. This is supposed to be one of the 
parking spaces. One wonders what all the 
revenue being collected as toll fees from 
vehicles is used for.

If you want to come inside the market, 
you either pay N100 or N50 depending on 
where you want to pack, not to talk of the 
money collected from the traders 
especially those who hawk their wares. 
Hundreds of cars visit the market daily 
and yet, the local government authority 

cannot use part of the funds to take care 
of this part of the market.

Imagine the threat to the lives of the 
people that this poses. Flies here can go 
and perch on meat, fish and other foods 
that are opened.”

Abdullahi Usman said, “I have since 
stopped paying that fees to enter the 
market. I rather park my car outside in a 
safe place with a friend or my brother 
inside than to give that useless committee 
any penny for doing nothing. Everything 
about Niger State is from the opposite 
direction. I just pray we get the good 
leadership in place come 2023”

Muhammad Badamasi said, “I keep 
wondering the kind of government we 
have in Niger State who does not consider 
the situation of the all they know is to 
collect money from this revenue to the 
other ,to pass a gate in kure market you 
have to pay while the main road leading to 
the market are in sorry situation ,we call 
on the state and local government to do 
the needful regarding to that road”.

Bakare Kabir says, “Chanchaga LG are 
just busy allocating land with no attention 
given to refuse management in the 
market. Imagine filling pothole with 
waste from market. Go to the other side, 
where ram sellers used the story is the 
same.”

The General Manager of the Niger State 
Environmental Protection Agency, Habib 
Abdulkadir said that the government is 
being challenged by lack of funding as he 
lamented that the people have refused to 
pay for waste collection and there is no 
finance by the government to continue 
funding waste management.

“The government have been doing this 
for ages and it has gotten to a point that 
the government has arrived at a point of 
lack of finances in the area of funding of 
waste management in the state. The 

government tries its best but the 
population keeps increasing and the cities 
are also increasing. There is need for us to 
improve on the equipment that we need 
to deploy to cover these areas that are 
coming up. It has come to a point that 
there is no other alternative than for the 
people to pay for their waste bills.”

The officer in charge of waste 
management in NSEPA, Mohammed Isa 
Kutigi said the generation of waste is 
every time and that majority of the areas 
that the wastes are outside and not easily 
accessible by their trucks while he also 
pointed out that there is lack of vehicles 
for the collection of wastes.

He disclosed that the agency has not 
been able to pay the contractors for about 
three months which led to the withdrawal 
of their services, “the contractors cannot 
work because they are not paid. We have 
11 trucks in Suleja, Kontagora we have 
six trucks, Bida, we have three and only 
five trucks in Minna and it cant take care 
of only Tunga side alone. We have a lot of 
challenges. The government need to 
intervene to provide a lot of trucks so that 
we can address this.”

Speaking about the market, Kutugi said 
that NSEPA is not in charge of the markets 
and motor parks but the local government 
councils adding that the Agency is getting 
set to take the Chachanga Local 
Government Council to court due to their 
negligence over the sanitary situation of 
the market.

“The market and motor parks are the 

responsibility of the local government and 

not the state government which we are 

operating under. The Chanchang Local 

Government is owning us for waste 

collection, because they could not pay, we 

had to stop our services because we have 

other areas of responsibility. We intend to 

take them to court for allowing the market 

to degenerate to this level.”
He lamented that the people have 

defaulted in the payment of the waste 

collection because they have been 

enjoying free collection of waste from 

1986 till date, they are finding it difficult 

to pay. We need about 30 trucks in all local 

government areas to enable effective 

collection of waste in the state.
“we still need the government to 

intervene and support us in turning it into 

a private venture which will enable us to 

get the people to pay for the collection for 

their refuse. We cannot do this without 

government intervention and backing.
In June, the Niger State Commissioner 

for Environment and Forestry, Dr Daniel 

Habila Galadima stated that the Ministry 

had embarked on refused collection and 

disposal within major cities across the 

state, including Minna, the state capital 

following the directive of the state 

government to clear all the dump sites in 

the state but as of today, the state of 

refuse dumping remains the same.
T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  h o w e v e r  

acknowledged that the ministry had 

hitherto some challenges evacuating 

refuse in the state capital as a result of 

rise in the price of diesel which had 

affected the ministry's budget but stated 

that the state government had provided 

the resources for the Ministry to mobilise 

additional trucks so as to ensure the 

directive is quickly and efficiently carried 

out. 
He said then that the refuse clearing has 

commenced with the assurance that in 

the next few days, the state will be 

cleared of indiscriminate refuse dump 

sites but the dump sites have since 

increased after the Commissioner's 

statement.
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S U N D AY  F E AT U R E

Cleanliness they said is next to Godliness but the opposite is the situation in Niger State as inability of the state government 
to pay contractors handling the collection of wastes and waste management trucks have led to indiscriminate dumping of 
refuse across the major towns. Mathew Jwantu writes.

As waste overwhelms Niger major townsdumping 



ELIGION essentially moderates 

our lives, emphasizes goodwill,  Rethics,  and good morals,  arms us 
with the inner strength and courage to do 
what is right,  and enamours us with the 
virtues of selfless service.  So,  at both 
individual and societal levels,  religion 
benefits us,  given that it is positively 

related to higher levels of subjective 

well-being. Conversely, religion has also 

been used as a vehicle for intolerance, 

fundamentalism, and mass suicide. 
A religious cult arises when people 

follow a particular leader in his teachings 

and ways because they believe he is 

divinely inspired.
Belief in God has a lot of psychological 

benefits but following depraved and 

extreme teaching is nothing but 

superstition and misplaced faith, and in 

recent history such misplaced faith and 

blind followership have wreaked 

enormous havoc in human deaths and 

destructions.
For about a week now the Goodnews 

International Church in Kenya has been 

trending. Founded by Paul Makenzie 

Nthenge in 2003 with the mission to 

nurture 'the faithful holistically in the 
matters of Christian spirituality as we 
prepare for the second coming of Jesus 
Christ through teaching and evangelism' ;  
the Church has once again shown the 
gullibility of man and the extent he could 
go to profess his faith and belief,  whether 
well nurtured, ill-conceived, true or 

false. Words from the 'man of God ' are 

godly and must be sunk in as the holy 

grail, even when they are against the 

grain of any sound reasoning. Contrary 

views, opinions, or attempt to question 

their reasonability or validity as dished 

out must be heretical and devilishly 

inspired. 
Small wonder, Paul Makenzie Nthenge, 

having assumed larger than life 

annointed personality, deployed religion 

to promote a radical ideology and carry 

out the heinous crime. He was said to 

have told the proselytes to starve 

themselves to death to facilitate their 

ability to see Jesus. Didn't Karl Marx 

sound the warning about the numbing 

effect of religion and its capacity to push 

an unscrupulous and unsanctimonious 

ideology to a bitter end, when he wrote 

that religion is the sign of the oppressed 

creatures, the heart of a heartless 

condition, and the soul of a soulless 

world? Marx was gravely misunderstood 

as a sad atheist, but he was raising the 

alarm about the negative side of religion 

and the need to check it.
Nthenge during one of his teachings 

over the years would have touched on 

the beauty of the celestial plane where 

the angels are always in dancing and 

celebratory mode, and Jesus sits in His 

splendor, power, and glory. It, therefore 

beats one's imagination that neither he 

nor any members of his family was 

prepared to see Jesus yet. He is such an 

altruist, that he would leave the 

opportunity first for members of his 

congregation. What a good man! And so 

the members heeded his instructions 

and embarked on starving to die and see 

Jesus. Funnily though, none of them 

dared asked the pastor why he was not 

participating in the observance of 

starvation to see the Lord. They were the 

poor members of society, who have 

always suffered deprivation, and saw 

nothing worth living for in their material 

world, thus they quickly embraced the 

pastor starving euthanasia as a way of 

leaving the evil world to be with their 

maker and suffer pains no more.
And so, in the Malindi district of 

southeastern Kenya, the Kenyan tragedy 

was born. In a forest area where the 

Church community operated, 800 acres 

of land were sealed off and declared a 

crime zone. Mass graves littered the 

massive area and the Kenya health 

authorities had the grim task of 

exhuming the remains of dead Church 

members, some of them long declared 

missing by family members. As of the 

last count, 89 bodies have been found 

and another 38 rescued from the jaws of 

starvation and death. Interestingly, 

some of the rescued refused to give up 

their resolve and mission to starve to 

death and meet their maker Jesus. They 

have been brainwashed and turned into 

zombies. How tragic! But the greater 

tragedy is that morality has been short-

circuited and highjacked by religion. 

Luckily, the culprit and evil pastor has 

been arrested by the authorities.
While the Kenyan episode is instructive 

as a rude awakening, the issue of evil 

teachings by some of the religious 

leaders with a cult following must be on 

the front burner of our discourse. 

Because this issue of mass suicide has a 

way of repeating itself. Perhaps, we are 

lucky in Nigeria that it has never really 

come to that. Though, we have our 

peculiar situation where innocent 

persons have been swindled and sold 

fake miracles and prophecies by dubious 

clowns posing as men of God;  thereby 
tarnishing the image of those with 
genuine call and annointing in the 
vineyard.
History remains a guide but time and 

time again we failed to reckon with 

history. Yes, we have a Kenyan tragedy 

playing out before our very eyes 

because mankind is a poor student of 
history.  
Doomsday churches that believe in the 

impending apocalypse have always been 

with us. I can effortlessly reel out a few 

extreme ones without breaking a sweat: 

Remember ' The Peoples Temple' 

founded in 1955 by Jim Jones, the mad 

messiah. He taught about the end of the 

world and encourage his followers to 

commit mass suicide and make an early 

exit to the great beyond, where they 

would be welcomed at the foot of the 

Lord. He caused his followers to drink 

poison. Nearly a thousand persons died 

in the mass suicide. The movie Guayana 

Tragedy reenacted the events in Jones 

Town, Guyana in 1978.
'Church of Euthanasia'  was formed in 

Boston, USA. Their teaching forbids 
members from procreating which was 
against the ordinance of God when He 
charged man to 'go ye forth and 

multiply'. They practice suicide, 

abortion, cannibalism, and sodomy. 

Their slogan is Save the planet, Kill 

yourself.
Then, there was the 'Branch Davidian 

Church' shepherded by David Koresh. It 

was founded in 1985. Koresh regarded 

himself as the final prophet and 

considered the state as the enemy of the 

people. He sexually abused women in his 

Texas temple. When his activities drew 

the interest of the state and there was an 

intervention in 1993, he urged his 

followers to set the property on fire to 
consume everybody.  Close to a hundred 
devotees including Koresh himself died in 
the inferno.
'Order of the Solar Temple' also comes 

to mind. The Order based in Switzerland 

was founded in 1984 by Joseph Di 

Mamboro. They also believe in mass 

suicide as the only way to see the Lord.
Just imagine the time lag between 

when these cult doomsday churches 

were leading men astray in the name of 

God and the Kenyan moment. What it 

tells us is that we should be on alert and 

watch out for signals and red flags in the 

teachings of some of these religious 

leaders around us. It could happen 

anywhere at any time. Kenyan 

authorities and the populace never 

foresaw what happened. Yes, they might 

have read about such abnormalities and 

sheer insanity happening in far-flung 

places but never took note. It can never 

happen in Kenya, they may have 

concluded.
But it did.
Are there lessons learned? This thing 

will continue to have its episodes if we 

continue to turn blind eyes to it. Yes, 

religion is a private matter but when a 

private matter impacts the larger society 

it becomes an issue of concern which the 

government should take more than a 

passing interest in. Pastor Nthenge was 

said to have been arrested some time 

ago when its unorthodox teachings were 

first noticed. But he was let go and had 

no further monitoring. The result was 

the increased tenacity of his ideology 

and the mass suicide witnessed today.
But again as my mother would say, 

while you blame the goat for eating the 

yam, you should also blame the person 

who kept the yam carelessly within the 

reach of the goat. People mostly find 

solace and succour in religion because 

the system has consistently failed them. 

When the necessities of life are not 

provided by the political authorities, the 

religious bodies fill the socio-economic 

gaps, and concert a messianic mission to 

save the forgotten and lead them on the 

path to heavenly bliss for this world is 

not their home. Naturally, one tends to 

lean toward those that show love to 

them and take their words as the gospel 

truth. That is how the cult of followership 

is cultivated and nurtured. And before 

you could say jack, the adherents, and 

devotees are being taught and 

instructed to do unimaginable things.
While our hearts go out to the grieving 

families in Kenya for the needless and 

preventable loss of their loved ones, we 

should studiously learn from history to 

avoid a repeat of its mistakes.
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’Those who fail to learn from history are condemned for repeating its mistakes’  - George Santayana- Imagine a world without religion. Imagine 
still the hopelessness of life if the idea of the afterlife or hereafter is not a soothing balm to douse the grimness of death as the finality for man. This is where 
religion has become critically relevant because it teaches us of the superior being to whom we shall return and account on the last day. OBOLI AUGUSTINE, 
writes.

Cult following, the Kenyan tragedy

Pastor Paul Makenzie who starved his member to death



 had a conversation with an Ivorian 

friend of mine who has been in INigeria for a while, and we were 

talking about how wealthy but poor 

Nigeria is. He made an observation. He 

said that Nigeria is rich but poor. I smiled 

sadly in agreement with him. Nigeria is 

rich but poor. I agreed with him. Brutal 

truth. I told him that this has to do with 

our mindset. I told him that the poor 

mindset we have has affected our 

behavior to the point where most of us 

have become so corrupt. This corruption 

stems from the belief that gaining wealth 

at all costs is more important than any 

other consideration. This has tainted our 

image to the point where Nigerians are 

globally considered to be dishonest 

people.
Our mentality and mindset also 

influence our behaviour towards others. 

Ethnic and religious arrogance are 

widespread. Our political landscape is 

inundated with ethnic and religious 

sentiments and arrogance and when one 

region of the country is in power, that 

region takes over completely. It is almost 

as if the rest of the country is being told: 

“it is our turn to pilfer ”.These are our 

biggest problems in Nigeria: corruption, 

mediocrity, ethnic and religious 

arrogance, and a show-off culture that 

make up the cocktail of vices that has 

affected our behaviour and the 

development of this country.
When is Nigeria going to move from a 

country of great potentials to one that has 

fully exploited its potentials? I think that 

this will happen when we the people of 

Nigeria, embrace a different mind set. 

One of nationalism, a conscious and 

calculated change. It is when Nigerians 

become dissatisfied with the name that 

we carry and the disrespect it engenders. 

We both agreed, my friend and I, that our 

image abroad has been torn to pieces and 

the saving grace are our Nigerian music 

and movies. Our entertainment industry 

is doing us proud. This is the good legacy 

that our actors, artists and musicians are 

creating for Nigeria globally. Thank God 

for them.
How do great nations do it? How do they 

build a good name? My religion tells me 

that a good name is better than wealth. 

Business ethics also tells me that a good 

name is equal to a good brand and a good 

brand creates wealth. How do they arrive 

at creating a good name for their country? 

My research shows that it comes from a 

collective sense of nationalism. A 

nationalist is a patriot. One who places 

the country's image and good over and 

above his selfish interest, if he has one. 

One who believes in leaving a good name 

and a good legacy. What is a legacy? The 

Cambridge dictionary defines it as 

follows: “a situation that has developed 

as a result of past actions and decisions, 

something that is as a result of events in 

the past, a legacy is also money or 

property left to a person by someone who 

has died, money or property that a person 

or organization receives from someone 

who has died, a legacy product or system 

is one that is no longer available to buy or 

no longer used very often, but that is still 

used by some people or companies”.
What is our legacy as Nigerians? Our 

founding fathers left a legacy of 

independence and unity. They gave us 

Nigeria. After them, it has been one group 

of leaders after the other. I will not go into 

new history in order not to raise my blood 

own pressure. Metaphorically speaking, it 

has been a southward journey. Our 

economy has gone from good, bad to 

A friend told me a story about a 

counselor who stole money and built a 15-

room mansion in his village to show off his 

new status. After his tenure, he became 

very broke. He could neither maintain the 

house, rent it, nor turn it into a hotel 

because it was in a business dead-end. 

The person said that there was no need to 

convict him of the crime of stealing 

because the house was a reminder of his 

wickedness and if he had a conscience, he 

would suffer each time he saw the 

dilapidating house that he could not sell or 

rent. He would also be a laughingstock 

amongst his people because he 

contributed to stealing their bridges, their 

boreholes, their schools and hospitals and 

their electricity. That is what he and his 

children and his children's children will be 

remembered for. His family name would 

also receive some of the heat and ridicule. 

If he had a conscience, this would bother 

him…If he had a conscience.
How many politicians have consciences? 

This is one ingredient that great leaders 

should have in addition to patriotism, 

selflessness, and a long list of other 

virtues…and some shame too. Leaders 

who have consciences and a good sense 

of shame always want to keep their name 

and their legacy untainted. In Nigeria, a 

politician could decide to enrich himself 

and his entire lineage for three to five 

generations at the expense of the people 

he or she is meant to serve. He is bold-

faced in doing so. But then nothing ever 

lasts forever. When he or she leaves the 

office, he becomes a less than ordinary 

person. A shameless nobody. However, 

the politicians that build legacies are the 

ones whose names evoke respect and 

reverence in people because they served 

their people well like good shepherds and 

their sheep, good leaders and their 

followers. Their names are never 

forgotten. They have monuments named 

after them. They have public buildings 

and places of national pride named after 

them. They leave behind principles to be 

emulated. They create movements and 

philosophies. They become engraved in 

our hearts and in our history, never to be 

forgotten. Their names elicit joy and 

happiness because of how they served 

humanity. They enjoyed their lives on 

earth and are enjoying their hereafter 

because every religion preaches service 

to humanity, selflessness, and love.
thMay 29  is around the corner. A new crop 

of politicians will swear oaths to serve 

Nigeria. How many of them are truly 

going to serve their people? How many of 

them understand that their role is 

important in the life of the smallest 

person in their communities? What does 

leaving a legacy mean to them? What is 

their leadership philosophy and what are 

their principles? What did they learn from 

our founding fathers? What do they know 

about the Great Baba Solomon Lar? What 

have they learnt from the life of the Great 

Awolowo? What have they learnt about 

the Great Aminu Kano, just to name a few.
Let us study the great men of yesterday 

who still leave through their legacies:
Wikipedia says of the great Dr. Nnamdi 

Azikiwe: “Zikism is the system of political 

thought attributed to Nnamdi Azikiwe 

("Zik"), one of the founding fathers of 

modern  N ige r i a  and  the  f i r s t  

democratically elected President of 

Nigeria. Azikiwe expanded on this 

philosophy through his published works 

such as Renascent Africa (1973) and his 

autobiography “My Odyssey”. It goes on 

to add: “In the case of the great Zik, it 

became fashionable among his adherents 

and supporters to be a Zikist. But Zikism 

was not synonymous with an ethnic 

ideology nor was it a divisive cause. 

Instead, Zikism was more of an ideology 

for African renaissance emphasizing the 

restoration of the dignity of the black man 

after centuries of colonial imposition and 

exploitation”.
In their book: “The Political Philosophy 

of Zikism: A Re-Interpretation”, Abubakar 

Momoh and Chike Osegbue wrote and I 

quote: “What is popularly known about 

Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe (Zik) is his genuine 

commitment to, and passion, for 

achieving decolonization and freedom in 

Africa. This is depicted by the nationalist 

cross which he painstakingly bore for 

Africans. With greater freedom, Zik 

believes, economic wealth could become 

fairly guaranteed for the people. Strict to 

sensus, his political ideas are the product 

of the authoritarian social and material 

contexts, which inspired, motivated and 

quickened his imagination, to which he 

responded with keen nationalist 

sensitivity and fully expressed in political 

erudition and sagacity. What this simply 

means is that the context of Azikiweâ€™s 

political ideas was woven around the 

prevailing and pervasive contradictions of 

the colonial state in Africa and Nigeria, 

characterized by servitude, economic 

dependency, political domination and 

colonial exploitation, mass illiteracy, 

mass poverty, ignorance, fear and 

superstition, culminating in inferiority 

complex, which characterized Africans of 

his early experience (Idike 2000). This 

essay explores the Zikist philosophy with 

which Azikiwe mobilized Africans to 

regain their independence”. 

worse. Our unity is in question. The oil 

that brought us so much wealth and glory 

has brought us laziness and greed. We 

have become brazenly insensitive to 

poverty  and suffering. Our capitalism 

has turned our politics into an exercise in 

horse trading, stealing, ethnicism and  

the deepening of poverty. Our polity is a 

business enterprise for enriching some of 

our politicians. This has had a trickle 

down effect on the society at large. Our 

youths want quick money. The absence of 

employment has justified turning to 

crime. This is the bad legacy we have 

been given as Nigerians.
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To be continued next week

Zik Awolowo
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At the end of May you released your latest 

album called “Stima”. Can you tell us how 

this album was born and how was the 

creation process of it? Where did this title 

come from?
 “Stima” was released as a catalyst to what 

I'm about to do musically. I got production on 

the new BSF album and I'm working on “Plates 

3” simultaneously, so “Stima” is a preview of 

the prowess to come!
“Stima” is Italian for respect or high regard 

and I feel like I'm at the point where the fans 

gotta respect my input in this game.
Do you have a favorite song in “Stima” 

and why? What does this album represent 

among your discography?
My favorite song on “Stima” is probably “Who 

Am I” because it's vivid and a different side of 

me. It's almost like I picked up where I left off on 

“Plates 2” but on steroids. It's captivating and 

forces you to hear me out.
Your first solo album that started to make 

a name for yourself as a rapper and 

producer is 2019's “Plates” , in 2021 you 

released its sequel “Plates 2” and now 

“Stima”… In what do you feel you 

have matured most along this 

path? Is there something 

you regret or do you think 

you have lost along the 

way?
My journey is just 

beginning honestly, I'm 

in year 3 of what looks 

to be a prosperous 

career  and I 'm 

blessed to have 

that advantage. I 

fee l  l i ke  I 'm 

growing at a 

rapid rate and I'll 

just continue to 

dominate both 

sides.
W o r k i n g  

closely with the 

Griselda boys 

or working on 

your and B$F 

projects you 

an you tell us about the 

origins of B$F and how Cand when did you meet 

Benny? Do you have any 

anecdotes about the first times 

you met ?
B$F started in 2011/12 once 

Benny had came home from prison 

on a violation. I've known Benny 

since roughly 2007 and we both 

were apart of a locally established 

label BuffCity Records owned by DJ 

Shay. BSF was our chance to 

rebrand as we gained further 

knowledge of the business and how 

to operate on a larger scale.
We heard that before B$F and 

Griselda were successful, you 

worked in the airport or as a 

security guard… Who played the 

biggest role and what prompted 

you to quit your job to pursue a career in rap 

music? At what point did you take this choice 

and was it a difficult choice or were you 

already sure about what you were doing?
Man, answering this question brings back 

memories. I worked a shit load of odd jobs such as 

the airport, security at a hospital in Buffalo deemed 

“Heroin Hospital” because of the rapid OD rate, I 

worked at Target, Sears, Pizza Hut, some retail 

jobs, you name it. But I seen the changes and 

i m p a c t  t h a t  

Griselda was 

making and I 

decided to 

give it my 

a l l  o n e  

time. And 

now I'm 

a legend 

i n  m y  

o w n  

right!

Continued on page 26

These fascinating biographies deserve a spot on your 
must-read list.

Continued on page 26

Biographies of remarkable 
women you need to read

History is chock-full of women who made incredible 
contributions to society, yet are overlooked by the 
public. From pioneers and political dissidents to 
inventors and astrophysicists, the biographies of 
these historical female figures deserve a spot on 
your must-read list, which is continued from last 
week.

Candy Darling

Rediscover the first 
trans superstar in 
C a n d y  D a r l i n g ' s  
persona l  journa ls ,  
chronicling her time in 
Andy Warhol's Factory 
and as muse to The 
Velvet Underground. 
Darling, who sadly 
passed away at only 29, 
was one of the most 
visible of Warhol's stars 
and starred in the first, 
Off-Broadway run of a 
Tennessee Williams play 
after the playwright 
specifically requested 
her casting. Her witty 
thoughts capture an era 
in this memoir.

‘I'm a legend in my own right!’
We had the chance to ask some questions to Rick Hyde, rapper and producer of 

the Black Soprano Family, Benny The Butcher's crew, who told us about his latest 

album, entitled in Italian “Stima”, about the importance that DJ Shay (R.I.P) had 

for him and the city of Buffalo (NY), about his past, his upcoming projects, how it is 

being in the same studio with DJ Drama, The Alchemist and Hit Boy and much 

more.

Often ignored by 
historians, Victoria 
W o o d h u l l  i s  a  
historical figure that 
drastically shifted the 
political conversation 
in the United States. 
W o o d h u l l ' s  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
rabble-rousing and 
activism marked a 
major shift in the 
movement toward's 
women's suffrage. 
She even ran for 
Pres ident  o f  the 
United States in 1872.  

Those who opposed 
her views (and who 
were likely equally 
appa l l ed  by  he r  
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  
background) heavily 
attacked Woodhull. 
She had been twice 
divorced and held a 
series of unorthodox 
c a r e e r s  b e f o r e  
running for President. 

Even the feminists of her time were infuriated by Woodhull's 
campaign—she was an advocate for free love, birth control, and the 
freedom of female sexuality, long before any of those ideas became 
commonplace.

Free Woman

Rick Hyde
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had the chance to see at work some of the 

greatest producers and mc's ever … Who 

impressed you the most, also for unexpected 

sides, and why? What was it like working 

with Dj Drama?
Yeah, I'm in A LOT of rooms I don't speak on 

because those moments are dear to me. But I get 

inspired by HitBoy and Alchemist the most. 

Their work ethics are insane and contagious. You 

just wanna make an album on the spot when you 

are in the room with them.
Working with DJ Drama is cool, just seen him at 

a video shoot in NY recently and he insisted we do 

another “Respected Sopranos” tape, so you 

never know lol.
You are not only an MC, but also a really 

good producer: what was the thing you 

Continued from page 18

Continued from page 18

started doing before? 

What are the biggest 

d i f ferences  in  your  

a p p r o a c h  b e t w e e n  

producing and rapping?
Contrary to everyone's 

belief I always been a rapper 

first. I started producing out 

of anger when a local 

producer at the time denied 

me beats. I sat and learned 

the program and became a 

household name from the 

mud. 
The approach to producing 

is better because I don't have 

to be as technical as I do a 

rapper. But it's my duty to be 

efficient on both sides, no 

excuses!
The city and Hip-Hop 

scene of Buffalo certainly 

suffered a huge loss with 

the passing of the late DJ 

Shay (R.I.P). What was 

your relationship with 

him and how did you get 

to know him? And what is 

the greatest help or 

advice he has given you 

personally?
I've known DJ Shay since 

2006/07 and he was 

everything musically I 

needed. Producer, engineer, 

A&R, manager, literally all in 

one.
I was Shay's understudy and not by position but 

by choice I learned the game from him and use 

that knowledge to this day.
How would you tell the importance of DJ 

Shay for Buffalo to those who don't know 

what he did?
That's easy, I'll have them Google BuffCity 

Records and you'll see where we came from in 

comparison to where we are now. Shay's legacy is 

all over Buffalo and lives vicariously through us 

daily.
What should we expect from the BSF and 

Rick Hyde until the end of 2022?
You should expect nothing and prepare for 

EVERYTHING! That's a jewel! Plates 3 on the 

way!!!

Carve her name 
with pride

Biographies of remarkable 
women you need to read

To be continued

One of World War II's 
most notable female 
spies, Violette Szabo was 
a French and British 
Special Operations agent 
in occupied France. 
Szabo's bilingualism was 
a major asset to Allied 
forces; she was sent into 
France to scout out the 
locations of German 
munit ions factor ies 
undercover as a French 
secretary on her way to a 
new job. Szabo, sadly, 
was eventually captured 
by German forces and 
d e p o r t e d  t o  
R a v e n s b r ü c k ,  a  
concentration camp 
outside of Berlin.

A story that has been 
transformed into both 
s t a g e  a n d  f i l m  
adaptat ions,  Helen 
Keller has remained an 
Amer ican  i con  fo r  
triumphing in spite of 
having lost her sight and 
hearing at a young age. 
With the help of her 
t eacher—and  l a te r  
devoted friend—Anne 
Sullivan, she was able to 
embark on a journey 
that would change her 
l i f e  f o r e v e r.  H e r  
perseverance led Keller 
to become the first deaf-
blind person to receive a 
Bachelor of Arts degree.  

Keller published this 
book when she was 22 

years old; in it, she testifies to the darkness and silence she 
experienced before meeting Anne Sullivan. Her narration is rich 
with descriptions of her view of the world—she refuses to let her 
situation debilitate her understanding of the world. Keller's positive 
outlook on life and the testament of her willpower will leave you 
feeling hopeful.

The Story of 
my life

The “Empress of the 
Blues”, Bessie Smith 
was the highest paid 
A f r i can Amer ican 
performer during the 
1920s. Smith was 
performing by the age 
of 10, busking on the 
s t reets  w i th  her  
brother, Andrew. By 
the time she was 30, 
she was the biggest 
act in the black 
community, leading 
shows with as many as 
4 0  s u p p o r t i n g  
entertainers–singers, 
d a n c e r s ,  
m u s i c i a n s – a n d  
touring in a custom-
built railroad car. Now 
overshadowed by the 
singers that followed 
her, like Billie Holiday, 
Albertson brings the 

iconic singer back to life through interviews with her family and 
friends.

Bessie

‘I'm a legend in my own right!’



P R O F I L E

Our esteemed readers! We want to 
introduce a new innovation. This deals 
strictly with PROFILING. It is aimed at 
bringing to limelight personalities who 
have put their marks on the sands of time. 
They may be unsung heroes/heroines but 
models to our generation due to their 
personality, principles, beliefs, attributes, 
impact in the society or for standing out in 
the crowd. Here is our very first for your 
reading pleasure. Keep a date with us!

 
ow did your business Hjourney begin?

Mine was an issue of trial and 
error nine years ago when I 
decided to leave the business of 
milling corn and try something 
new. I picked interest in rice 
processing. It was a timely 
decision because spoilers were 
entering the corn milling business 
by the dozens every day. It was 
overcrowded and I lost interest in 
it. I decided to try something 
challenging. The attraction to me 
was to buy the unprocessed rice 
and process it myself. I began 
with 2 bags. At first we used to 
soak the rice in cold water for 
about 3 days to peel off the bran. 
But through our mistakes, we 
learned that we could do it faster 
and get better results soaking it in 
hot water for just one day. As it is 
now, our rice comes out very well. 
I can score it 90 per cent. Even 
the 10 per cent subtracted is 
because of machineries we still 
lack to finish the work.

What kind of rice do you 
process here?

We process the common rice for 
cooking jollof rice, white rice,. 
Also processed is tuwo-rice which 
is white in colour. Another service 
we render is destoning to get rid 
of stones. We also polish rice 
here. That apart, we have a 
machine for grading which 
separates long rice from the ones 
broken.

You mentioned processing 
the rice manually when you 
started. How did you come 
about these machines?

In the beginning, we had no 
option but to process the rice 
manually. However, there was a 
man that we used to take our 
work to because he had the 
processing machines. That man 
was kind enough to be cleaning 
up and finishing up the process 
for us. On the side, I use to 
engage in contributions we refer 
to as adashi. That was how I was 
able to save up to buy my first rice 
processing machine. Again, I 
have one talent that gives me an 
edge in this kind of business. God 
has gifted me with the ability to 
fix machines or couple machines. 
This could be due to the fact that 
I'm a trained welder.

Could you tell us how many 
machines you have?

We have Oscar- for threshing 
the rice to remove the bran. 
There is also Destoner which 
removes stones from rice. We 
also have Polisher for polishing 
rice and Grader from separating 
long rice from the broken ones.

How do you compare your 
work in the past and the 
present?

There's indeed a big difference. 
The machines have made a big 
difference. Our work is easier, 
faster and the rice processed is 
cleaner. As a result, we now have 
more customers.

Were your machines locally 
made or imported?

It is a mixture of both. Some 
were fabricated here by me, while 

overwhelmed us during festive 
periods like Christmas when Co-
operative Societies buy in bulk for 
their members.

What is your staff strength?
My staff are about 30 in number. 

They are receiving training even 
as they work. School of Forestry 
usually sends its students for 
Industrial Attachment with us, 
year in, year out. My doors are 
also opened to pupils from 
primary schools and students 
from secondary schools and 
tertiary institutions that come for 
excursion.

Have you ever intimated ITF 
on what you do, to see if they 
will send youths to you to 
train in rice processing?

No, I have never thought of 

banks at the point I am now. But 
when the business grows bigger, 
of course, we may have need for 
a loan to enable us buy some 
particular machines.

What is your primary source 
of rice? 

We usually travel down to some 
villages like Jengre in Bassa LGC, 
Samunaka and some villages in 
Bauchi State to purchase the 
unprocessed rice. 

What edge does foreign rice 
have over your processed 
rice? 

Foreign rice has really gone far 

because of the machines 

available to the developed 

nations. There is a big difference. 

However, if our local rice is 

processed well, it can be second 

to none. Besides, Nigerians now 

know that if you are looking for 

nutrients and tasty rice, our local 

rice is the one to go for. As it is 

now, some of our local rice can 

pass for foreign rice. Some 

middle men have even taken 

advantage of that fact to cheat 

customers. 
What is your take about 

engaging middle men in the 

sale of your products?
I have some misgivings about 

that, considering the fact that 

there are bigger companies 

involved in rice processing. If 

they decide to ruin one's 

business, it takes little effort to 

slander one's business by simply 

comparing and contrasting with 

the bigger brands with evil 

motives which could ruin one. But 

hopefully as we grow bigger, that 

is inevitable. 
Tell us about the machines 

you have
Sewing machine- for final 

sewing of the sacks or bags after 

packaging the rice inside them. 

There is also the Scale to measure 

appropriately the bags in KGs. We 

have the horscar for threshing the 

rice. There is also a place built for 

soaking the rice. There are boiling 

tanks for per-boiling the rice, 

dryers for drying the rice after 

processing, steaming tanks used 

for processing. Others include 

Polisher, Destoner, and Grader.

SUNDAY STANDARD, April 30, 2023  Page 27

In an era when majority of people especially the educated, go for white collar jobs or wait to be empowered by government 
through grants before starting a business, one man stands out : Alhaji Bashir Ahmed. Born into a humble home, he decided 
to find a niche for himself in the business world. He started with corn mill. When Ahmed noticed that it was over-crowded, he 
decided to try his hands in a business that very few people were attracted to at that time- rice processing. Today, he can beat 
his chest and say that he is a self-made man. He is the CEO of FADAC INTEGRATED, JOS. YVONNE ISHOLA and YAKUBU 
KANGAH engaged him in a chat. Except.

others were imported from 
China.  

Are you registered with 
Export Promotions for your 
products to be exported

No, I am not. My rights are 
patronised locally but we are 
doing very well. We have enough 
customers as you can see for 
yourselves. Our customers 

that.
What about tapping into 

what bank of industry offers 
on form of grants?

Trully, I am just hearing about 
it. I grew my business from the 
scratch through hard work, 
determination and dedication. 
Besides, I prefer to thread 
carefully instead of going to 

FADAC Integrated: Journey of self-made man









''Why we are having this bad 
situation is because we lack 
peop le  o f  consc ience  in  
leadership positions in this 
country who are expected to do 
everything possible to make 
every citizen of this country enjoy 
the common wealth God has 
given us. 

''We equally miss the point and 
deceive ourselves if we just think 
our problems lay in policies alone 
without looking at those factors 
that are making us loose focus 
while we remain backward as a 
nation. I challenge our leaders to 
look at a country like Libya, even 
in times of civil war, its oil output 
has not gone down, neither have 
the people found themselves in a 
precarious state as we are.

“Ours  is just a failure on the 
p a r t  o f  s u c c e s s i v e  
administrations who turned our 
petroleum sector to a place only 
for dispensing patronage to 
family members and friends and 
a place that rightly or wrongly 
belongs to a particular section of 
the country.'' Agyo noted.

The  former Chairman of the Oil 
Marketers Association of Nigeria 
[MOMAN], Tunji Oyebanji, said, 
wh i cheve r  app roach  the  
government would take, if not 
known to the country, would face 
crisis similar to the situation 
witness a few months ago when 
the government tr ied to 
implement  the naira redesign 
policy.

what is the monthly income of an 
average Nigerian to what is 
obtained in those countries?

”We cannot be talking about oil 
subsidy without first fixing our 
ailing oil refineries and then we 
can then begin to talk about a 
gradual removal of oil subsidy. 
The timing is even wrong and it 
should be done in such a manner 
that is the citizens will not be 
adversely affected by the pains 
associated with the outcomes.'' 
Onaze noted.

SUNDAY STANDARD gathered 
that , already with the 800 million 
US dollars loan obtained to 
handle the payment of palliatives 
to cushion the effect of the policy 
confirms that the measure will 
definitely come into effect sooner 
than later.

Energy expert, Henry Adigun, 
sa id,  the country would 
experience serious economic 
catastrophe and challenge if the 
new government of Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu adheres to 
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''We are saying that there has 
to be  a clear roadmap so that all 
stakeholders can be carried 
along. For example, at the point  
we will remove subsidies, will 
other products be imported? We 
can't wait until the day subsidy 
will be removed then we know. If 
they are importing we need to 
have placed an order. If NNPCL  
will be importing we need to 
know. Everyone needs to be on 
the same page.'' Oyebanji said.

The u-turn as announced  by 
NEC at the weekend may be a 
temporary relief balm on the 
spines of most Nigerians who are 
already in limbo trying to make a 
meaning out of all these policies 
which are coming at the heels of 
each other without actually 
addressing the real problems. 
Yet the problem of oil subsidy has 
continued to be one hydra-
headache that needs serious 
attention. But the reality on 
ground also suggest taking 
drastic measures to solve 
desperate problems, which many 
economic experts have faulted 
the strategies being used to 
overcome such challenges.

According to an economist, Paul 
Onaze, who spoke on Channels, 
Politics Today, Nigeria should not 
be contemplating on the idea of 
abrupt subsidy removal which is 
akin to comparing Nigeria with 
countries like Saudi Arabia or 
United Arab Emirate [UAE] that 
had done that in the past.'' If  
you want to make comparisons, 

removing subsidy on petroleum 
products as planned by the 
present Buhari Administration. 
Instead, the new administration 
should set up a subsidy removal 
transition process to provide a 
better alternative measures to 
address the challenges ahead.

''The best approach for Bola 
Tinubu is to set up a transition 
process supported by a phased 
w i t h d r a w a l  a n d  g o o d  
stakeholders' engagement.'' 
Adigun said. 

On his part, an energy 
economist and Professor at the 
University of Ibadan, Adeola  
Adenikinju, noted that  the 
planned removal of fuel subsidy is 
inevitable to preserve the fiscal 
and monetary stability of the 
country.

Another expert on energy and 
renowned Professor of Petroleum 
Economics and Policy Research, 
Wunmi I ledare,  sa id  the 
marketers should have asked for 
deregulation and should make 

their own transition plans. ''They 
h a v e  b e e n  a s k i n g  f o r  
deregulation and one expects 
them to have mapped out the 
strategy to adapt to the new 
reality. You will recall I have 
asked for partial deregulation or 
gradual deregulation for years. 
Right after the Petroleum 
Industry clearing price. Let the 
NNPCL sell at marginal cost 
pricing to guarantee a return to 
i n v e s t m e n t  u s i n g  p r i c e  
modulation for a short while. Prof. 
Iledare further said.

As  it is, the situation remains to 
be seen how the present or the 
in-coming  administration 
intends to tackle or wriggle out of 
such a sensitive issue bearing in 
mind that what is on ground is a 
problem that can make or break 
any Government but for now, the 
big question on the lips of 
Nigerians is, when and how the 
fuel subsidy removal finally 
comes into effect.

Continued from page 10

Fuel Subsidy removal: Why NEC made a u-turn 

The country would experience serious economic 
catastrophe and challenge if the new government 
of Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu adheres to removing 
subsidy on petroleum products as planned by the 
present Buhari Administration. Instead, the new 
administration should set up a subsidy removal 
transition process to provide a better alternative 
measures to address the challenges ahead.
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Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu (right) discussing with the Emir of Kano, Aminu 
Ado Bayero during the visit

President-elect, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu, his Vice, Sen. Shettima, 
Progressives Governors Forum, Senators and Reps members in a group 
photograph

Emir of Kano, HRH Aminu Ado Bayero (middle) with President-elect, Asiwaju 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu (right) and his Vice, Sen. Kashim Shettima

10 Man Committee being inaugurated by Barr. Caleb Mutfwang, Governor-
elect

Chairman of the inaugurated Committee, Prof. Ganyir Lombin responding on 
behalf of his colleagues

Governor-elect, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang inaugurating the 10 man committee

Chairman of the committee, Prof. Ganyir Lombin (right) with members Mr. 
Moses Nwan, mni and Prof. Shedrach Best

Progressives Governors Forum Chairman, Governor Atiku Bagudu of Kebbi 
State (standing) making some remarks

PRESIDENT-ELECT RECEIVES EMIR BAYERO AND OTHERS
Nigeria President-elect, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu last week received in audience the Emir of Kano, HRH Aminu Ado Bayero and APC Governors, 

some Senators and members, House of Reps at his private residence in Asokoro, Abuja

PLATEAU STATE GOVERNOR-ELECT INAUGURATES TRANSITION COMMITTEE
The Plateau State Governor-elect, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang recently inaugurated 10 man swearing-in and handing over ceremony Committee for the May, 

29 at the Eliel Centre, Gold and Base Jos
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