
News:  

Sports: 

Politics:

FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1972 VOL. 13  NO.  796 N250 e-mail:nigeriastandarddailynewspaper@yahoo.comSUNDAY, April 2, 2023

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

Page 37

Page 30

Page 28

Covid - 19  CASE UPDATE; 266 NEW CASES CONFIRMED; 4.00 p.m. March 17, 2023; TOTAL CONFIRMED: 266,463 .  DISCHARGED:  259,850  .  DEATHS:  3,155; NCDCToll-free Number: 080097000010

Page 11

Page 2

NGO to empower 3000 mothers, caregivers

Court sacks newly sworn-in Taraba PDP Chairman

Eagles defender wins Boavista's award
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Since last year, 2022, when the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), announced its intention to redesign and rebrand the Naira, arms were 
kept akimbo by Nigerians to see the outcome of the policy. Alas, when it finally came, it became a near “disaster” as the people and 
the economy groan and suffers.
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E d i t o r i a l

THE emergence of social media has in the past few decades 

been applauded considering its massive contribution 

to national growth. This is owing to the innovative 
mechanism which has continued to flourish through the 

application of contemporary social media strategies to 
help accelerate the quality of human lives in our 

society.
IN most developing nations of the world, the social media 

has continued to promote significant awareness and 

educational excellence through opportunities and 

benefits inherent in the scheme. As it is today, most 

societies in some developing communities which have 
embraced some of the positive aspects of the social 
media, have no doubt beneffited from these lucrative 
opportunities for socio-economic and political 
advancement.

IN Nigeria, a country which has accepted and provided an 

enabling environment for social media to flourish, 

many achievements have been recorded for the benefit 

of its citizenry.   Aside,  the success recorded in the area 

of building a more comprehensive capacity framework 

for students in both tertiary institutions and secondary 

schools. For instance, social media usage has 
relentlessly persuaded the business community to also 
employ contemporary methods of networking to 

ensuring that goods and services are showcased to the 

wider markets both within and in the Diaspora.
IT is also an established fact that for any country to adapt 

any such productive mechanism which will facilitate 
the much-anticipated desire for ease in doing business 

policy, many stakeholders in the business sector have 
embraced its positive advantage in changing the 

impact of our market economy without excruciating 

adversity.
HOWEVER, in most recent times, negative messages and 

materials dished out through the social media have 
generated great concern in the country.  Prior to the 

2023 general elections,  most social media handles or 
platforms were flooded with negative messages that 

nearly created unpleasant situations in various parts of 
the nation.

AS various political parties campaign climaxed before the 

immediate past general elections, most political party 

sympathizers across the nation intensified their social 

media campaigns,  posting malicious. Unfounded and 

unsubstantiated information, insulting political 

opponents and heating up the polity. In the aftermath 

of the polls, many citizens and or social media 

operators still have not soft paddled in their 

unprecedented campaigns of culumy, unfounded 

media propaganda and character assassinations. 
THIS unrepentant behavioral attitude has continued to 

portray Nigeria as a lawless nation where anything 
goes with impunity to the detriment of our corporate 
existence as an indivisible country yearning for 

sustainable and credible democracy laid by the 
founding fathers of this great nation.

WE are of the opinion that the reckless way and manner the 

social media is used in this country if not checked 

would sooner or later drag the country into a 
phenomenal,  catastrophe and total anarchy. In this 

regard, our political leaders and elites who have 

thrown caution to the wind must be warned of the 

serious implications of the negative usage of the social 

media.
WE equally believe that it is high time all those who are in 

the habit of employing the social media to cause 

disaffection, and or ridicule the integrity of the nation 

are caught and made to face the full wrath of the law. 

Nigeria should establish regulatory bodies which 

should be given the mandate of fishing out some of 

these unscrupulous elements and punish them in 

accordance with the laws of the land.  
AFTER coming this far in our journey to nationhood, 

Nigeria cannot afford to slip by the way due to our 
inability to control activities of social media in the 

country. Therefore, it is high time we all do the needful 
before it becomes too late for all of us.
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“We condemn such agitation. It is 
commendable, however, that the 
Department of State Services 
exposed the plot, and we call upon 
them to arrest and prosecute 
anyone involved.

In a related development, state 
governors have accused the 
Department Of State Services ( 
DSS) of overheating the polity by 
not arresting those it claimed were 
plotting an interim government.

The governors under the aegis of 
the Nigerian Governors forum called 
on the DSS to arrest those behind 
the plot as a matter of urgency .

Chairman of NGF and Sokoto State 
governor disclosed this on Thursday 
night after a meeting of the forum in 
Abuja .

According to him, the forum 
deliberated extensively on the 
alleged plot by some unscrupulous 
elements to install an interim 
government, as contained in the 
recent statement issued by the DSS.

Regarding the refund of backlog of 
stamp duties due to state 
governments, Tambuwal said the 
Forum restated its commitment to 
engaging with all stakeholders and 
exploring all legal channels available 
to it in ensuring that monies which 
ought to have since been used for 
development projects are duly 
refunded to the States.
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On the Implementation of the 
National Development Plan (2021-
2025), he said the Forum 
nominated six (6) Governors to 
represent the six geopolitical zones 
of the country in the National 
Steering Committee.

He said; “North Central – 
Governor of Kwara State, North 
East – Governor of Bauchi State, 
North West – Governor of Zamfara 
State, “South South – Governor of 
Edo State, South East – Governor of 
Anambra State and South West – 
Governor of Ekiti State

Tambuwal said the forum received 
a briefing on the cancellation of the 
proposed privatization of Five (5) 
National Integrated Power Projects 
(NIPPs) by National Council on 
Privatization (NCP) .

He said “ and the withdrawal of 
the matter at the Federal High 
Court between the 36 States of the 
Federat ion Vs the Federal  
Government of Nigeria which was 
instituted to halt the process to 
enable stakeholders address the 
concerns by States and Local 
Governments who collectively own 
a joint stake of 53% in the Niger 
Delta Power Holding Company 
(NDPHC). 

“Members applauded this move 
by the NCP which appears to have 
taken into consideration the 
recommendation of the States to 
halt the process due to ill-timing 
amongst other reasons.

overnors elected on the 
platform of the All GProgressives Congress 

(APC) have demanded the 
i m m e d i a t e  a r r e s t  a n d  
prosecution of those behind the 
plot for an interim government.

Deploring the clamour for an 
interim government to take over 
from President Muhammadu Buhari 
on May 29 despite the emergence of 
a president-elect, the APC 
governors under the aegis of 
Progressive Governors Forum (PGF) 
implored Nigerians to remain 
v i g i l a n t  a n d  r e s i s t  a n y  
undemocratic conduct that is 
capable of undermining Nigeria's 
democracy.

In a statement signed by 
chairman of the PGF and Kebbi 
State governor, Abubakar Atiku 
Bagudu, the APC governors 
applauded the Department of 
Security Services (DSS) for 
exposing the plot, saying the secret 
police must arrest and prosecute 
masterminds of the plot.

“The Progressive Governors 
Forum stated in a press statement 
issued by the Department of 
S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  o n  t h e  
unfortunate, condemnable and 
treasonable conduct of some 
undemocratic elements who are 
a g i t a t i n g  f o r  a n  i n t e r i m  
government.

would leverage on a full digital 
methodology with the use of 
mobile application devices.

Deme said government has spent 
huge resource to achieve the 
census by introducing technology 
to bring out the best results just 
like is being done in the United 
States.  He stated that 2023 
census is very unique with 
technology to be used to curtail 
the human factor experienced 
some years back.

He added that there was shift in 
the method of census taking which 
implies a change on how data on 
p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  h o u s i n g  
information are to be captured.

Plateau State chairman, 
Nigeria Union of Journalists 
(NUJ), Mr Paul Jatau, in a 
remark, lauded the commission 
for including journalists in 
reporting the census. He 
promised that the media in the 
state would ensure that the 
exercise is reported accurately 
and the public enlightened.

He assured the NPC of 
journalists' maximum co-
operation and support in the 
state and was quick to task the 
NPC to train their enumerators 
so that it won't go as the 2023 
elections.

HEAD of the 2023 Census Aslated for 3rd to 7th May, 
2023, the National Population 
Commission has said it will 
engage over 23,000 numerators 
to cover the 17 local governments 
of Plateau State.

State Director of the NPC, 
Plateau State, Mr.  Pam Deme 
stated this on Friday in Jos when 
he visited the leadership of the 
Nigeria Union of Journalists, 
Plateau State Council.

He noted that NPC since 2014 
has been preparing and the 
commission has made adequate 
arrangements for the success of 
the census,  adding that nobody 
will manipulate the 2023 census.

"You can only operate the 
equipment to be used in the 
location allocated to you. If you go 
to a wrong or different location, it 
won't work for you especially on 
the map captured.

Deme added that the census will 
be credible and reliable by 
producing data that will stand the 
test of time. He pointed out that 
this national assignment is one 
that will need journalists to 
partner to achieve the success of 
the census if not the investment 
of government will be a waste of 
time and money.

"We are here to inform and 
update you on our activities so 
that you will inform the public. 
Media are critical stakeholder and 
have an important responsibility 
to begin the publicity campaign in 
order to properly educate and 
enlighten Nigerians on the need 
to support the successful conduct 
of the 2023 census 

"This visit to NUJ and also 
journalists in the state is very 
important because we cannot 
achieve this very big task without 
the media educating the public 
on the role they will play.

He further stated that the 2023 
population and housing census 

Governors to DSS: Arrest interim
government plotters

NPC will engage 23,000 numerators in Plateau 

FCT indigenes sue Federal 
Govt, NASS over status

NDIGENES of the Federal Capital ITerritory (FCT) have taken the 
federal government and National 
Assembly to court over recognition of 
state status.

The FCT High Court has fixed April 
24, 2023 for hearing of the suit filed 
by the Registered Trustees of Abuja 
O r i g i na l  I nhab i t an t s  You th  
Empowe rmen t  O rgan i s a t i on  
(AOIYEO) on behalf of natives of the 
FCT.

Justice Sylvanus Orji decided to 
adjourn the hearing of the matter till 
April 24 on account of the absence of 
legal representations for the 
president and attorney general of the 
federation.

The counsel to the National 
Assembly who was present, pleaded 
with the court to give them 48 hours 
to do their filings and also allow 
counsel to the 1st and 3rd 
respondents in the suit properly be 
served.

The suit which was filed by the 
Registered Trustees of the Abuja 
O r i g i na l  I nhab i t an t s  You th  
Empowe rmen t  O rgan i s a t i on  
(AOIYEO) is seeking that the FCT be 
granted the full status of a state like 
the existing 36 states with their state 
governor and more seats in the 
National Assembly.

T h e  s u i t  m a r k e d  
FCT/HC/CV/85/2023 which was filed 

by counsel to the applicant, James 
Egah Nadeye, has the president, 
National Assembly and attorney 
general of the federation as 1st to 
3rd respondents respectively

The suit is also seeking a court 
order enforcing the fundamental 
r i g h t  t o  f r e e d o m  f r o m  
discrimination and dignity of FCT 
natives.

According to the suit, the natives 
are aggrieved that they are not 
accorded the privileges and rights 
to participate in elections to vote 
and to stand for elections into 
legislative and executive bodies 
akin to the state House of 
Assembly and governor of a state 
like their counterparts in the 36 
states of the federation.

They also noted that indigenes of 
the FCT are the only people who 
are governed by a minister as a 
governor acting for the president 
of Nigeria.

They said being denied the status 
of a state amounts to a denial of 
the FCT indigenes' right to dignity 
of their persons and freedom from 
discrimination as enshrined in 
Sections 34 and 42 of the 1999 
Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria (as amended) 
and the African Charter on 
Humans and Peoples' Rights.

Need for social media 
control in Nigeria 

By our 
Correspondent
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Nigeria's President-elect, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu and his Vice, Sen. 
Kashim Shettima showing their certificate of return to President 
Muhammadu Buhari in Daura, Katsina State

Zamfara State Governor-elect, Alhaji Dauda Lawal Dare displaying his 
certificate of return in Gusau

Katsina State Governor-elect, Dr. Dikko Umar Radda, his deputy and the 
Governor, Hon. Bello Masari (middle) with their certificates

Plateau State Governor-elect, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang, and his wife receiving 
his certificate of return at the INEC Headquarters, Jos

Cross River State Governor-elect, Prince Sen. Bassey Otu displaying his 
certificate after receiving it at the INEC Headquarters, Calabar

Abia State Governor-elect, Mr. Alex Chioma Otti (left) with his certificate

Bauchi State Governor-elect, Bala Abdulkdir Mohammed (middle) after 
receiving the certificate of return in Bauchi

Governor Abdullahi Sule of Nasarawa State when he visited President Buhari 
at the Presidential Villa, Abuja presenting his certificate, flanked by the APC 
National Chairman, Sen. Abdullahi Adamu

INEC PRESENTS CERTICATE, PRESIDENT AND GOVERNORS ELECT
The Independent National Electoral Commission, INEC recently presented certificate of return to the President, Vice, Members of the National 

Assembly, State Governors and members of the State Houses of Assembly that were elected during the 2023 General Election. Photographs below as 
monitored by The Nigeria Standard Newspapers. Photo-Editor
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Continued on page 26

his week at MI, we're celebrating Back History 
Month in the only way we know how–with some Tawesome music. Music is a rich part of black 

history in this country and the priceless records speak 
for themselves. From jazz to soul, from Bob Marley to 
James Brown, these artists have touched the hearts of 
many. So let's celebrate this Black History Month by 
remembering five of the most epic black musicians of 
all time. Will your favorite be on the list?

Continued on page 26

How would you describe yourself?
Romain Virgo, reggae artist, from St. Ann, 

Jamaica. I live in Kingston now in the middle of all 
reggae music. I think music is my life and that's 
what defines me being successful.

When did you get started making music?
I've been singing ever since I knew myself. But I 

think I got a breakthrough through a choir 
competition in Jamaica called All Together Sing, a 
high school choir competition. In 2006 I entered a 
competition called Rising Stars, which is similar to 
American Idol. I won in 2007. From there on I've 
been making music with some producers in 
Jamaica. Donovan 
Germain and a few 
other top producers in 
Jamaica. My first 
song, or first big song, 
was probably a song 
called “Mi Caan Sleep” 
by Feel Good Riddim. I 
have two albums out 
now and I'm working 
on the third one.

How would you 
d e s c r i b e  y o u r  
sound?

My message is love, 
in whatever I do. I 
think people, my fans, 
see me as a lover 
drunk singer maybe 
because I sing a lot of 
love songs. Ninety 

Prince. Need I say more? Prince Rogers Nelson signed his first 
record deal at the delicate age of just nineteen. To this day Prince is 
famed for his genre-defying anthems, androgynous persona, 
undeniable genius, and extraordinary vocal range.

Prince was a musical genius and multi-instrumentalist whose 
anthems will go down in history as an encapsulation of genres. His 
album Dirty Mind would achieve critical success in 1980, but many 
more were to follow, including Purple Rain (1984), and Sign o' the 
Times (1987). Prince died in 2016 but his music is well and truly 
alive in the hearts of many.

percent of the songs are love 
songs.

Is this third album the same 
kind of sound you have come to 
develop?

This third album is called Love 
Sick and Love Sick is a story. There 
are songs on it that aren't 
necessarily rude reggae music or 
lovers music. It's just music and 
what I'm feeling inside and the 
way we want to put it on record. 
And we think people are going to 
love it. This is my third album and 
we are trying to just make it 
different and give people a 
different sound. We always try to 
introduce people to different 
aspects, different sides of my 
talent. I never want to lock myself 
in a box and say this is all I can do. 
I'm a singer at the end of the day. 
There is music that isn't 
necessarily reggae, or dancehall, 
or roots reggae, or whatever, or 
lovers rock, but I think it's music 
that people are just going to love.

When is the album coming 
out?

Summer for sure. We are looking 
at August. We plan on doing it 
differently. We are shooting music 
videos for songs that aren't 
released that are on the album 
that is going to release maybe next 
year. We are just kind of trying to 

do it a bit different from my colleagues.
Do you have a music inspiration or 

childhood hero?
Music inspiration, starts with the family too 

because my mommy sings, my daddy sings. My 
daddy plays musical instruments. Even though I 
didn't grow up with my father like that, but I think 
it's in my blood. I grew up listening to people like 
Bob Marley, and Dennis Brown, and Alton Ellis, 
Beres Hammond, just to mention a few. I listen to 
people like Otis Redding, and Marvin Gaye. That's 
the kind of music that plays inside of the house. I 

Romain Virgo has captured the hearts of many Jamaicans, as well as an 
international audience, with his smooth voice and genuine lyrics. The reggae 
singer entered the public eye in 2006 by participating in a high school choir 
competition, All Together Sing. The next year his popularity skyrocketed 
after winning the grand prize in Digicel's singing competition, Rising Stars. 
Since then, Virgo has worked with Donovan Germain and other Jamaican 
producers to make hits like “Mi Caan Sleep,” “Wanna Go Home,” and “Live Mi 
Life.” The 26-year-old is currently working on his third album, Love Sick. At 
Caribbean Rocks NYC, Richard Bryan and I had the opportunity to interview 
and see Romain Virgo perform. Here are 12 things you did not know about 
Romain Virgo.

Influential black 
musicians of all time

Nat King Cole: The King of Jazz Piano

After facing consistent racial adversity through her early career, 
Marian Anderson performed at the Lincoln Memorial in 1939 to a 
crowd of 75,000 and a radio audience in the millions, which has 
been named a watershed moment in civil rights history. She then 
went on to become the first black person to perform at the 
Metropolitan Opera in New York City in 1955.

Prince: Simply, The Prince

Sister Rosetta Tharpe

Sister Rosetta Tharp is widely known as “The Godmother of Rock 
& Roll”. She rose to popularity as the first recording artist to use 
heavy distortion on her electric guitar, coupled with gospel lyrics. 
She is cited as an influence to many early rock-and-roll musicians, 

'My message is love in 
whatever I do'

















couldn't get away from 
real music and soul music 
at the end of the day.

What is your greatest 
musical achievement?

I would say to still be 
here, to still be relevant in 
the eyes of the people. 
We make music. We don't 
try to make hit songs. The 
people decide that for us. 
We just sing from out 
hearts and whenever the 
song reaches the people 
they decide that. I'm just 
enjoying the moment. 
Enjoying being alive. And 
to make the music I want 
to make and to touch people across the world, 
whether it's just ten people that are tuned in to 
me or it's a million, or a billion. We are just 
making music that makes sense.

If you were stuck on a deserted island and 
could only bring two albums, which albums 
would you bring?

That would be hard to decide, to be honest with 
you. I don't think I would bring any of mine 
because I don't know how I would manage. There 
would be too many love songs. I would want some 
inspiration to go on because it's a desert island. I 
don't know. It's hard. There are so many albums 
that I love and respect. It would have to be more 
than two.

What's your favorite movie?
I'm just getting into movies. I just watched the 

best series in the entire world: Breaking Bad. I 
think they need to have a part 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. 
I'm just getting into movies and especially series. 
Breaking Bad is really different and it makes me 
think a lot. I like when things are unexpected. You 
see things and you don't know what's next. That's 
what I love about them. It keeps me wondering, 
what is coming next. Everything around me gives 

me inspiration.
What was it like growing up in Stepney, St. 

Ann?
Life was good. It's not a rich community or I 

didn't grow up in one of those kinds of families but 
I'm happy I was born and raised that way. I think 
the values that my parents and my community at 
large kind of put out, that is what is keeping today 
and keeping me busy and trying to stay in the 
right lane and do the right thing. I give thanks and 
praise. Stepney is somewhere where if I want to 
relax my mind and just go back to the roots and 
keep connected to the roots. That's where I have 
to go back to. I love my family. Most of my family 
is there. I always have to go back home but, it's 
beautiful. My community is like a family 
community. It's somewhere that no matter how 
far I go in the world I can't forget.

Do you have a favorite song on the new 
album?

It's hard to decide. I have between fourteen and 
fifteen songs that are going to be on the album. I 
see every one of them just like how a parent 
would look at a child. None is more special. I don't 
have none that I can say, this one is more special 
than this one because all of them are from the 

heart. It would be unfair 
to judge one and say this 
is the best one. I will 
allow the people to 
decide which one is their 
favorite of the best one. I 
made an album. I don't 
want anybody to take 
away one and say this 
one is not, especially this 
third album.

Do you remember 
y o u r  f i r s t  
performance?

Yeah, I remember that 
clearly. I go to church. 
I 'm a church boy.  
Growing up, I remember 
the first time performing 
was at my church, 
Stepney Tabernac le 
Church. I was humming 
the lines of Amazing 
Grace, Sánchez version, 
inside of the church. That 
was the first time singing, 
and then from there it 
was just a nonstop thing 
for me. I didn't see a 
music career at that age. 
I just saw it as fun. People 
said that I have a talent, 
even back then I didn't 
take it seriously. It was 
probably in high school 
that I started taking it 
seriously.

Thank you for your 
time.

Blessings
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Continued from page 18

Continued from page 18 including Little Richard, Johnny Cash, Elvis Presley, and Chuck 
Berry. 

Ray Charles is widely regarded as the musician who combined 
soul and country to create a new sound of blues and R&B. Charles 
became one of the first black musicians to be granted full artistic 
control by a mainstream record company while he was with ABC. 
Charles is a 17-time Grammy Award winner among many other 
accomplishments. 

Influential black 
musicians of all time

Ray Charles

Aretha Franklin

Aretha Franklin, “The Queen of Soul”, will go down in history as a 
remarkable musician, as well as a key figure in the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1960s. Her hit song “Respect” served as an 
anthem for both the Civil Rights Movement and the Women's 
Rights Movement. In 1987, she was the first female artist to be 
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of fame. 

Jimi Hendrix 

Jimi Hendrix pioneered new music technologies and redefined 
the role of guitar in popular music. His unique sound, extraordinary 
technique, and staggering stage presence influenced many 
guitarists that came after including Stevie Ray Vaughan, Prince, 
and Joe Satriani.

'My message is love in 
whatever I do'
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Benue State Governor-elect, Rev. Fr. Hycinth Lormem Alia (left) presenting 
his certificate of return to the Paramount Ruler, HRM Prof. James Lorzua 
Ortese Ayatse at his palace

Enugu State Governor-elect, Mr. Peter Ndubuisi Mbah (right) receiving his 
certificate of return

Engr. Abba Kabir Yusuf (left) Sen. Rabiu Kwankwaso (middle) and his 
deputy after receiving their certificate of return in Kano State

Taraba State Governor-elect, Agbu Kefas (left) receiving his certificate of 
return at the INEC Headquarters, Jalingo

Sir Siminalayi Fubara, Governor-elect of River State (2nd right) his wife, 
Governor Wike in a group photograph after receiving the certificate

Delta State Governor-elect, Rt. Hon. Sheriff Oborevwori (left) with his 
certificate at Asaba the State Capital

Jigawa State Governor-elect, Alhaji Umar Namadi (2nd right) in a 
photograph after receiving his certificate of return

Borno state Governor, Prof. Umara Babagana Zulum displaying his 
certificate in Maiduguri

INEC PRESENTS CERTICATE, PRESIDENT AND GOVERNORS ELECT
The Independent National Electoral Commission, INEC, recently presented certificate of return to the President, Vice, Members of the National 

Assembly, State Governors and members of the State Houses of Assembly that were elected during the 2023 General Election. Photographs below as 
monitored by The Nigeria Standard Newspapers. Photo-Editor
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