
News:  

Sports: 

Business:

FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1972 VOL. 13  NO.  796 N250 e-mail:nigeriastandarddailynewspaper@yahoo.comSUNDAY, April 23, 2023

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

Page 24

Page 37

Page 30

Covid - 19  CASE UPDATE; 10 NEW CASES CONFIRMED; 4.00 p.m. April 15, 2023; TOTAL CONFIRMED: 266,665.  DISCHARGED:  259,951  .  DEATHS:  3,155; NCDCToll-free Number: 080097000010

Page 11

Nigeria could have produced the first female governor in its history. But the intrigues, manipulations 

and twists that characterised the Adamawa governorship election was more than meets the eye. 

Senator Aisha Dahiru aka Binani was at the center of the storm as she engaged in a fierce battle against 

incumbent governor Ahmadu Fintiri for the number one seat of the State. VICTOR GAI writes.
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E d i t o r i a l

RECENTLY, Plateau State was in the news albeit for the 
bad reason(s). Media reports had it that some 
communities in Mangu and Bokko local government 
areas of the state witnessed terror attacks. Coming at 
a time when the state was witnessing relative peace 
after several years of intermittent but constant 
attacks on several communities across local 
governments, these is not only sad and worrisome but 
calls for absolute condemnation.

PLAEAU, as the popular saying goes, is the “home of 
peace and tourism”. Over time, the state has strived 
so hard to maintain that status hence, its 
accommodating nature to people from all walks of 
life. It is no exaggeration that it is the place to be as all 
peace loving people all over the world. However, the 
state lost its cherish innocence sometime in 
September 2001 when the Jos Metropolis was 
attacked and the famous Jos Main Market, said to be 
the biggest in West Africa got burnt by suspected 
terrorists.

SINCE then, it has been one attack, too many on several 
communities across the state. It can be said with 
certainty that virtually all the local governments in 
the state had had a douse of the devilish act of these 
terrorists. In the aftermath of these persistent and 
consistent attacks on the citizenry, the monumental 
losses recorded can only be imagined. The loss of lives 
and property is staggering.

WE condemn in the strongest terms such attacks on 
Plateau communities. It is quite unfortunate that an 
otherwise peaceful people are being subjected to 
harassment, intimidation, displacement and killings. 
To say that Plateau people have become refugees in 
their own land is an understatement. The litany of 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDP's) camps across 
the state is an attestation to this stark but disturbing 
reality.

IT seems to us that, government at all levels, but 
particularly at the national level, is helpless and 
hopeless in tackling the present sustained security 
challenges in the country. The attacks on 
communities in Benue, Southern Kaduna, Katsina, 
Zamfara amongst others follow similar patterns. The 
terrorists are busy and in a poll position to expand 
their devilish frontier. Something ought to be done to 
nip in the bud what has now become a nightmare to 
the ordinary Nigerian.

THE country cannot afford to loss the precious lives of its 
citizens due to the senseless, mindless and needless 
activities of people with satanic qualities 
masquerading as killer herdsmen, bandits and 
terrorists. Unequivocally, there must be deliberate 
and systematic efforts towards halting the descend 
into anarchy.

WE believe that, government should be proactive in 
handling this serious and delicate security 
challenge(s) confronting the land. It is not good 
enough to keep mouthing that the security 
apparatuses are on top of the situations once. Such 
ugly situation occurs. While it is reassuring, the 
repeat performance of same acts almost immediately 
after the initial attacks call for concern. The security 
agencies should be seen to be walking the talk.

IN an era where the use of information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) has become 
paramount the Nigerian security networks should 
key-in in order to make their work more faster and 
efficient for the benefits of Nigerians. Inspite of the 
numerous advantage (s) of the Information and 
Communication Technology equipments individuals 
many all Nigerians should endeavour to be security 
conscious and wary of any suspicious happenings 
around them.

SECURITY is everybody's business hence government 
alone cannot and should not be saddled with the 
onerous duty of protecting live and property of its 
people. It is a collective task which collectively can be 
handled. Until that is done with all diligence, it is not 
yet Uhuru.
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who said they cannot get justice at 
the court, recalling that all Supreme 
Court justices in all the election 
cases he took to court were all from 
the North and Muslims and yet he 
lost.

He said thanks to technology and 
the permanent voters card (PVC), he 
was able to make it in 2015 to Aso 
Rock.

I think this is a very good 
coincidence for me to say goodbye 
to you and to thank you for 
tolerating me for more than seven 
and half years now.

I assure you, I have deliberately 
arranged to be as far away from you 
as possible not because I don't 
appreciate the love you've shown to 
me, but because I think I've gotten 
what I have asked and I would 
rather quietly retire to my 
hometown.

 “Having been a Governor, Minister 
and the President twice, I think God 
has given me an incredible 
opportunity to serve as your 
president. And I thank God for that.

So, please whoever feels I have 
done wrong to, we are all humans. 
There is no doubt I hurt some people 
and I wish you will pardon me. And 
those that think that I have hurt 
them so much, please pardon me,” 
he added.

Minister of Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT), Mohammed Bello, noted that 
in few weeks the President will 
conclude a very successful tenure.

He said under the Buhari 
administration, the FCT has 
w i t n e s s e d  t r e m e n d o u s  
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transformation infrastructure wise.
He thanked the president for 

appointing him as minister, saying 
it's one position he will cherish 
forever.

He described Senator Philip 
Aduda as a bridge builder despite 
being in the opposition party.

The highlight of the event was was 
the presentation of the giant Sellah 
greetings card to the president.

Chairman of Christian Association 
of Nigeria (CAN), FCT chapter, Rev. 
Timothy Amakon, thanked God for 
using Buhari to transform the 
nation as well as to maintain peace 
and development of the country.

He prayed that God will continue 
to strengthen him even after his 
office leaves office to continue play 
the role of an elder statesman.

The cleric also prayed that God 
w i l l  h e l p  t h e  i n c o m i n g  
administration to continue the 
g r e a t  w o r k  t h e  B u h a r i  
administration.

He commended the Minister of 
FCT for the good job he has done 
and prayed that Christians and 
Muslims will continue to co-exist 
peacefully.

Executive Director Al-Halbbiya 
Foundation Adeyemi Faud, also 
confirmed that Christians and 
Muslims live peacefully in the FCT 
and commended the cordial 
relationship between residents of 
the federal capital of different 
religions.

resident Muhammadu 
Buhari has said that he Pcan't wait to go home 

after eight years of being 
President of Nigeria.

He said this at his final Sallah 
homage held at the Presidential 
Villa, Abuja on Friday.

The President described himself 
as being lucky, to have led Nigeria in 
various capacity – governor, 
minister, head of state and 
President.

He thanked the residents of Abuja 
for tolerating him in the last seven 
and half years.

“I can't wait to go home…I 
deliberately arranged to be as far 
away as possible from you people. I 
have got what I have asked and will 
quietly retire to my home town in 
Daura,” the President stated.

He said he considered the Sellah 
celebration as a good coincidence to 
say goodbye and to “thank you for 
tolerating me for eight years.”

President Buhari said “I am 
counting the days. Democracy is a 
good thing otherwise how can 
somebody from the other side be a 
president for two terms? My home 
town to Niger Republic is 8 
kilometers.

I honestly consider myself very 
lucky, I was made a governor, 
minister of petroleum, head of state 
in uniform, then after three 
attempts, God through technology 
and PVC, I became president. I tried 
2007, 2011 and 2015 and ended up 
at Supreme Court three times.”

President took a swipe at those 

be completely announced, Yunusa-
Ari declared Aisha 'Binani' Dahiru, 
candidate of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), as the winner.

INEC subsequently declared the 
announcement null and void and 
summoned  the  REC  to  i t s  
headquarters in Abuja.

Speaking yesterday on a Channels 
Television programme, Festus 
Okoye, INEC national commissioner 
and chairman, information and voter 
education committee, said Yunusa-
Ari failed to show up at the 

commission's headquarters as 
directed.

He said the REC had not been 
picking phone calls and his location 
was unknown.

On whether Yunusa-Ari will be 
declared wanted, Okoye said that 
is the responsibility of the police.

“If they feel that his presence is 
absolutely needed during the 
investigation and he is nowhere to 
be found, it is their prerogative and 
discretion to declare him wanted,” 
he said.

“We wrote to the inspector-
general of police and secretary to 
the government of the federation. 
We have received a response from 
the inspector-general of police and 
they have already commenced an 
investigation.

We asked him to report to the 
commission on Sunday we didn't 
see him, we asked him to report on 
Monday we didn't see him. So up 
till this moment, he has not 
reported and we don't know his 
whereabouts,” he said.

On whether Yunusa-Ari will be 
declared wanted, Okoye said that 
is the responsibility of the police.

“If they feel that his presence is 
absolutely needed during the 
investigation and he is nowhere to 
be found, it is their prerogative and 
discretion to declare him wanted,” 
he said.

 “We wrote to the inspector-
general of police and secretary to 
the government of the federation. 
We have received a response from 
the inspector-general of police and 
they have already commenced an 
investigation.

My understanding is that the 
moment the inspector-general of 
police concludes the investigation 
regarding the REC and every other 
individual who is involved and a 
prima facie case is established 
against the REC, the file will be 
made available to the commission 
and the commission will begin 
prosecution of the REC.”

HE Independent National TElectoral Commission (INEC) 
says it does not know the 
whereabouts of Hudu Yunusa-Ari, 
the resident electoral commissioner 
(REC) in Adamawa.

The Adamawa governorship 
supplementary election was 
conducted on Saturday following 
the declaration of the March 18 poll 
as inconclusive over alleged 
irregularities.

While the results from the 
supplementary election were yet to 

That resurgence of 
terrorism on the Plateau  

I can't wait to go home

Suspended Adamawa REC nowhere to be found
– INEC

10th NASS: APC needs opposition 
to create stability

that the opposition could spring a 
surprise usurpation of the posts, he 
said: “I don't think opposition parties 
are planning to usurp because it is 
presumptuous that the APC will not 
be a united party.

APC is a united party and the 
opposition party will simply work with 
the APC majority for us to have 
stability, because there is no way an 
opposition will decide who should be 
the senate president who should be 
the speaker; it is our party and other 
leaders that will decide which zone or 
whoever, and the rest of us in the 
party will key in and of course the 
opposition would have no option but 

ENATE President, Ahmad SLawan, has said the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
cannot do without other opposition 
in the National Assembly leadership 
to create stabil ity and for 
constitutional amendments in the 
legislature.

He said this against the backdrop 
of the race to fill the principal 
officers positions in the National 
Assembly.

He spoke with State House 
correspondents after joining 
residents of the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) for a Sallah homage 
to President Muhammadu Buhari at 
the Presidential Villa, Abuja on 
Friday.

L a w a n ,  w h o  e x p r e s s e d  
confidence that the opposition 
would not usurp the posts despite 
the configuration of the 10th 
National Assembly, in which parties 
other than the APC will have a 
strong presence, said it was wrong 
presumption that the ruling party is 
not united.

Asked whether he was worried 
that the opposition could spring a 
surprise usurpation of the posts, he 
said: “I don't think opposition 
parties are planning to usurp 
because it is presumptuous that the 
APC will not be a united party.

Asked whether he was worried 

-Lawan

Lawan

- Buhari
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Plateau State Commissioner for Information and Communication, Hon. Dan 
Manjang (left) with the NUJ State Chairman, Mr. Paul Jatau during the 
opening ceremony of the Census

National Population Commission, State Director, Mr. Felicia James Molpun 
(left) decorating the NUJ Chairman, Mr. Paul Jatau with the Census badge

PRTVC General Manager, Mr. Jeftha Jackden (right) with other Publicity 
Committee members

Deputy Chief Imam of the Jos Central Mosque, Sheikh Ghazali Adam (left) 
with the NOA State Director, Mrs. Kaneng Hworo and others at the workshop

Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria, Highland FM General Manager, 
Patience Jatau registering on arrival at the ceremony

Cross section of workshop participants at the opening ceremony

NPC, Head of Unit, Public Affairs Department, Mr. Jick Lawrence Joseph 
(middle) presenting census workshop materials to NUJ Chairman, Mr. Paul 
Jatau and Commissioner, Hon. Dan Manjang (left)

Federal Commissioner, National Population Commissioner, Hon. Cecilia 
Dapoet (left) presenting materials to Hon. Dan Manjang

CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP FOR CENSUS PUBLICITY COMMITTEE
A One-Day Capacity Building workshop for State Census Publicity Committee on the processes and Methodology of the 2023 Population and Housing 

Census took place on Thursday at the NUJ Press Centre, Jos
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OR close to three decades the 
Sudanese people have not known Fpeace. It has been from one crisis 

to another, arising from desertification, 
scarce resources, regional disputes, and 
poor governance. Within the same period 
too, the country came under the grip of a 
benevolent despot in the person of Omar 
al-Bashir, who was shoved aside by a 
military putsch in April 2021.

Omar al-Bashir laid the foundation for 
the acrimonious relationship between the 
military and the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Force (RSF). Buoyed by 
selfishness and an overarching concern 
for his political survival, he created an 
army within an army. He intended to 
check on the military by empowering a 
private counterforce. But did that save 
him? The RSF was an offshoot of the 
Janjaweed militia used to prosecute the 
wars against the peoples of South Sudan 
and Darfur.

Using the Janjaweed, Al Bashir 
superintended the brutal Sudanese war 
between the Christian South led by John 
Garang and the Arab- Muslim North, 
which culminated in the independence of 
South Sudan on 9th July 2012, thus, 
making it the newest nation-state in the 
world.  Surprisingly,  the jinni of Sudan 
conflict never left the South,  as they have 
been embroiled in conflict ever since.

This group of bitter and cruel fighters 
was also put to use in suppressing 
agitations in the Darfur region. The 
paramilitary group was led by Gen. 
Hamdan Dagalo, also known as Hemedti. 
Having served his paymaster well, 
despite public and international 
condemnation of his style and tactics in 
Darfur, Al Bashir elevated him to a 
General and rechristened the Janjaweed 
to Rapid Support Force (RSF) in 2013. 
That gave them a veneer of authority and 
the hell was let loose. Instead of operating 
under the shadow of the military, as a 
private army more or less, they assumed 
direct military powers and operated in 
consubstantiality. 

Yet, Al Bashir thought he was protecting 
himself and perpetuating his authority for 
life. He failed to realize that the people are 
the strength of any government and not 
necessarily the stock of arms amassed or 
the size of the force to be unleashed to 
oppress and visit violence on them at the 
slightest threat to his authority. 
Legitimacy belongs to the people;  it has 
been proven throughout history.  The 
establishment of the National Guards as a 
counterforce to the army was one of the 
reasons Kwame Nkrumah was sacked in 
Ghana.  President Al Bashir was 

overthrown in 2021 by the combined 
efforts of the army and the RSF. Not 
minding the purpose for which Al Bashir 
has set up the RSF, the poor governance, 
suffering, and pains of the people forced 
the RSF to join forces with General 
Burhan, and allied with the people to 
remove the government. They had no 
other choice, anyway because the 
handwriting was on the wall.

But the inordinate ambitions of the two 
gladiators robbed the Sudanese people of 
the expected dividend from the people's 
revolution. Their collective nemesis out of 
the way, the military leader and RSF 
commander could only see an opportunity 
to self-perpetuate themselves and 
reneged on the call to return power to the 
civilian. Remember that Al Bashir was a 
General who came to power through the 
bullets but morphed from khaki to civilian 
attire.  The infighting in the ranks of the 
coup makers was an issue of concern to all 
well-meaning Sudanese because it was a 
drag to the attainment of a civilian 
transition.  Numerous protests were 
organized by the civil population to compel 
the military to honor the pledge to hand 
over power but 

it was to no avail. Rather, the protesters 
were killed and maimed. Nothing 
changed.

Subdued, but inherent internal rivalry in 
the military camp was affecting the 

governance and progress of the country. 
A semblance of a stable relationship was 
patched up leading to the signing of the 
agreement of cooperation between the 
contending powers, yet it did nothing to 
salvage the situation. A key element of 
the agreement was the integration of the 
RSF into the army. This doesn't seem to 
bode well with General Hamdan Dagalo, 
who sees it as ceding his enormous power 
to General Burhan, so he was hell-bent on 
frustrating the initiative that will render 
him irrelevant and put paid to his ambition 
of having a possible shot at the top.

Of note is that these two warmongers 
have since the 2021 coup been 
strategizing on how to consolidate power 
to their advantage.  They had their foreign 
alliances. While General Burhan allies 
with Egypt and other Arab states, and 
have Egyptian military officers stationed 
in Sudan, General Dagalo has had close 
ties with Saudi Arabia and Russia. His RSF 
was part of the Saudi-led Arab coalition 
that intervened in the early days of the 
Yemen war. At the beginning of the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, Dagalo 
visited Russia and had a meeting with 
Yevgeny Prigozhin the leader of the 
Wagner Mercenary Group. Therefore, It 
may not be out of place to say that the 
military blowout in recent days may have 
been extraneously engineered.

Purportedly started as a coup by RSF, 

one wonders what could have 
emboldened them to make the move, 
considering that they were likely to be 
outnumbered and outgunned by the army 
which enjoys superiority in terms of 
equipment and manpower. The RSF has 
no air force, so the army by implication 
maintains exclusive control of the 
airspace. Most of their early gains in the 
conflict have been reversed by the army 
and General Dagalo's whereabouts are 
unknown. A deal was brokered for a 
twenty hours truce but that seems not to 
be holding. An intense fight continues 
with both parties believing that the 
struggle is winnable. To the army, it is an 
opportunity to settle the RSF palaver ones 
and for all and say good riddance to bad 
rubbish, for Dagalo and his cohorts power 
beckons, and there is something to prove. 

The chaos may have sounded a death 
knell to the hopes and aspirations of the 
Sudanese people. Residential areas are 
used as staging posts for some of the 
fiercest fighting,  apartments have been hit 
by a mortar,  and many civilians have been 
killed and wounded.  Essential supplies in 
many areas are running out,  water supply 
is down,  and the prospect of an epidemic is 
looming.  The people are distraught and 
the forlorn and refugee crisis looms.

Owning to the suffering of the innocent 
ones, who are always the victims of the 
action or inactions of the elites, we appeal 
to the Generals to sheath the sword and 
come back to the negotiation table to talk. 
Conflict in whatever form has no humanity.  
And this is not the time to find who is right 
and apportion blame,  but the time for 
reason to prevail.  Our ambition should not 
be achieved through the spilling of the 
blood of the innocent.  All the external 

actors in this imbroglio should remove 
their monkey hand from the soup before it 
turns to the human hand.

The mistake of having an army within an 
army because of political expediency and 
individual preservation has been made 
but we should not dwell on it.  The priority 
now is for the conflagration to stop and 
peace returned to Sudan. The U.S. and 
other major neutral powers should use 
their leverage to prevail on the warring 
parties to give peace a chance. Peace is 
priceless, and lessons have been learned.
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S U N D AY  F E AT U R E

In the past few days, the violence between two rival armed forces in Sudan has been in the news across the globe. How did it get to this? What was the 

enabler?  OBOLI AUGUSTINE,  Writes

X-raying the current turmoil in Sudan

The chaos may have sounded a death knell to the hopes and 
aspirations of the Sudanese people. Residential areas are used as 
staging posts for some of the fiercest fighting,  apartments have 
been hit by a mortar,  and many civilians have been killed and 
wounded.  Essential supplies in many areas are running out,  water 
supply is down,  and the prospect of an epidemic is looming.  The 
people are distraught and the forlorn and refugee crisis looms. 
Owning to the suffering of the innocent ones, who are always the 
victims of the action or inactions of the elites, we appeal to the 
Generals to sheath the sword and come back to the negotiation 
table to talk. Conflict in whatever form has no humanity.  And this is 
not the time to find who is right and apportion blame,  but the time 
for reason to prevail.



HE increased access to information 

led to a proliferation in sources of Tinformation, with the consequence 

that it has enable the spread of 

misinformation and fake news. Prior to 

COVID-19, the shortest amount of time it 

usually takes to develop a vaccine is 

roughly four years, the development 

and testing process for vaccines normally 

take many years, but the rush for a 

COVID-19 vaccine is unprecedented in its 

speed however, given the high rate at 

which people were dying from the virus it 

became necessary for scientist to look for 

a solution.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, there 
was an unprecedented rapid change in 
the use of digital media people became 
heavily reliable on the social media for 
information seeking and sharing as 
well as communicating with others. 

Information sources on the social media 

played major role in impacting individual 

behaviors during the COVID-19 

pandemic, including vaccination 

intention, social media could become a 

double edge sword that leads to the dark 

side of social media usage, such as 

information overload, with the extensive 
amount of information circulating on 
the social media,  it became difficult for 
the people to verify every piece of 
information.  

Information overload on social media 

during the pandemic was categorized as a 

form of "Infodemic" which refers to an 

extensive amount of information about 

the COVID-19 vaccines that moves faster 

than the virus outbreak itself, Infodemic 

can be overwhelming and can trigger 

people's doubt about vaccine and 
vaccination programs.  It occurs mostly 
during events or occasions, Infodemic 

spread in various ways such as in the 

market, on the Radio, or T.V, in some 

cases the impact of Infodemics is more 
dangerous than the disease,  because it 
causes public distrust, real harm to 

health, undermine social cohesion and it 

undermine public health events and 
disease outbreak.

The highest misinformation campaign 

against the virus was among the people, 

for instance there was a series of shared 
post on WhatsApp labeling the virus as 

scam and the virus as magnetic, people 

also felt government were politicking with 

public health they claim that government 

were exaggerating the extent of the 
virus in order to sigh-phone funds 

meant to tackle the virus, and that 

continued to spread a fishy feeling 
about compliance with government 
directives on vaccination. Social media 

has been one of the greatest means to 

spread misinformation and displeasure 

over an issue and we saw explosion of 

fake tweets, Facebook post and people 

trying to gain views and attention at the 

expense of Nation health. 
Religious leaders in Nigeria were not left 

out of the misinformation theories they 

started pedaling information of 

conspiracy about the origin of the virus, 

with a pastor referring to it as a microchip 

and a sign of the devil to control the 

people. The religious institutions become 

one of the best ways to inform large 

congregation of people because of the 

loyalty attached to the religious 

institutions. With The branding of the 

virus as Devil made and the sign of the 

antichrist, by some religious leaders 

Nigerians decided to distance themselves 

from the vaccine, some religious leaders 

even went as far as preaching science to 

explain the attachment of the virus to the 

5G network. 

Efforts to vaccinate the public have 
been hampered by a sizable minority 
of the population that is skeptical about 

the safety, effectiveness, or the need of 

getting the vaccine. Skepticism 

surrounding the pandemic, though, did 

not begin with the vaccines. From the 

beginning of the pandemic segments of 

the public were skeptical about the safety 

or effectiveness of specific mitigation 

efforts, such as masks wearing, social 

distancing, the dangers of the virus, or 

that the virus even exist. None of this 

should have been surprising, studies 
have shown that a wide variety of 
science issues have shown that there 

are sizable portions of the public that 

reject or are always skeptical of the 

scientific or medical consensus, weather 

it is around climate change evolution or 

other scientific issues.
As of November 2021, over two hundred 

and sixty-two million confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 had been recorded globally, 

with over five million associated deaths 

and this led to huge psychological, 

sociological, and economical turmoil 
around the globe. In Nigeria, over two 
hundred and fourteen cases have been 
reported with more than two thousand 

deaths, at the peak of the pandemic in 

2020, far reaching measures such as 
extensive testing, nationwide lockdown,  
social distancing, use of face mask, 
and isolation of infected persons were 
put in place to curb the further spread 

of COVID-19. However, these measures 
were not enough to contain the spread 
of the virus and it was not easy to 
enforce among the general public.

In the absence of any specific treatment 

for COVID-19, vaccination is still one of 

the most effective means of preventing 

the disease. Despite the progress made 

by the development of safe and effective 

vaccines, there are still cogent issues that 

need to be addressed regarding COVID-

19 vaccines, apart from misinformation, 

disinformation, and anti-vaccine 
sentiments, there are numerous, 

carefully designed conspiracy theories 

around COVID-19 virus. Vaccine 

development is constantly challenged by 

political and religious considerations, this 

in turn fuels the seemingly retractable 

non-acceptance of the vaccine across the 

world, it has been reported that people 

who were fully vaccinated died of COVID-

19 associated symptoms, which further 

deepens the public uncertainty about the 

safety and effectiveness of the vaccines. 

For the global eradication to be achieved, 

70% of all humans must receive the 

COVID-19 vaccine. Data from the 

Nigerian Center for Disease Control 

(NCDC), indicate that over 26 million 

Nigerians are now fully vaccinated 

meanwhile, from 25th to 31st March 

2023, new confirmed cases have been 

recorded in Nigeria, till date 266,665, 

cases have been confirmed, while 

259,951cases have been discharged and 

3,155 deaths have been recorded in 36 

states and the federal capital territory. 

Nigeria had aimed to vaccinate 40% of its 

over 200 million people by the end of the 

year 2021 and hopes to achieve 70% 

vaccination threshold for eliminating 

COVID-19 before the end of 2023. 
The recent surge in COVID-19 cases and 

deaths in Nigeria and some other parts of 

the world have raised concerns. The 

quickly changing coronavirus has 

spawned yet another super contagious 

Omicron mutant that is worrying 

scientists as it gains grounds in India and 

pops up in numerous other countries, 

including the United States of America.  It 
is feared that the situation may lead to 
another shutdown, travel restrictions 

and mandatory wearing of face masks. 

This is particularly worrisome given the 

prevailing hesitancy among the health 

workers and the population who are most 

at risk of severe COVID-19 infection (the 

elderly and people with co-morbidities), 

who appears to be reluctant to take the 

jab. If the vaccination target is not met, 

the epidemic will persists, and continue to 

cause unnecessary loss of lives, which in 
turn has implications for the poor 
morbidity and mortality indices thar 
already exist.

Health care workers should support the 

efforts of the media in debunking fake 

news and disinformation about vaccines 

by releasing useful and timely information 

regarding COVID-19 vaccines. Until we 

challenge the growing misinformation 

and disinformation in Nigeria, COVID-19 

virus may continue to linger in our society. 

Public health will continue to be a 

cha l l enge  i f  we  do  no t  f i gh t  

misinformation. The only way possible 

will be a combined effort of every Nigerian 

to debunk and encourage people to do the 

needful so we can put the pandemic 

behind us and move on with our lives. 

Until everyone is vaccinated, the threat of 

the pandemic will continue to be a 

challenge to our daily lives.
The ability to convey public health 

information is a key preparedness 

capability that public health agencies 

across the country will need to continue to 

implement in the course of time to 

support the COVID-19 vaccination 

campaign.
Timothy Joseph is of the Ministry of 

Information and Communication.
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S U N D AY  F E AT U R E

Since the first confirmed case of COVID-19 in Nigeria, there has been an overwhelming amount of information on the social media, websites 
and the mainstream media about the virus. TIMOTHY JOSEPH writes.

Covid-19 vaccine misinformation 



HESE days, I think about leaving Nigeria 
a lot. I keep wondering if the grass will be Tgreener on the other side. I imagine a 

safer environment and a better life but I hear 
that life is not as rosy as contemplated for the 
Japaist.They say that some bank executives 
have turned to the job of care giving, feeding, 
and changing diapers of the aged⋯ some of 
them are unfortunate enough to fall into the 
hands of old white supremacist. Unfortunately,  
people grow old, but racism does not. 
Consequently, they receive a mouthful of racial 
slurs for breakfast,  lunch and dinner, garnished 
with spittle or stinking gunk to their faces⋯.E 
mi?!!. But guess what,  Nigerians are still selling 
all they have,  leaving their executive jobs to 
move abroad and do menial jobs due to many 
reasons and they are not hiding it.  How did we 
get here?

I know how hard I work at developing my skill 
set but I would often wonder if finding a decent 
job abroad would be that easy.  And so, I keep 
wondering. I ponder on staying in Nigeria and 
emigrating abroad.  I would often wonder.  Should 
I go abroad and become a caregiver and crude 
entertainment for racist (I am dark skinned) or 
should I embrace our collective Nigerian 
Stockholm syndrome? In view of recent 
happenings, I am slowly turning towards the 
japaist divide. I mean this bill that is supposed 
to stop doctors from leaving the country for 
greener pastures until after five years of 
mandatory service. Mandatory service ko Jaga 
jaga service ni? Really?  Show me a happy man 
whose freedom of free movement is restricted 
and who is held against his will.

What is the bill saying? That Doctors do not 
have freedom of choice or movement or that 
doctors are state property? Na government pay 
their school fees?  how was this bill conceived in 
the first place?  Una think am well so?  Na doctor 
you wan do this one to because she or he does 
not want to be part of our national Stockholm 
syndrome anymore?
 Before I continue,  let us look at what 

Stockholm syndrome is in psychology. 
Britannica says:  The Stockholm syndrome is a 
psychological response wherein a captive 
begins to identify closely with his or her captors,  
as well as with their agenda and demands. The 
Britannica speaks of this subject matter as 
follows: The name of the syndrome is derived 
from a botched bank robbery in Stockholm, 
Sweden. In August 1973 four employees of 
Sveriges Kreditbank were held hostage in the 
bank's vault for six days. During the standoff, a 
seemingly incongruous bond developed 
between captive and captor. One hostage, 
during a telephone call with Swedish Prime 
Minister Olof Palme, stated that she fully trusted 
her captors but feared that she would die in a 
police assault on the building.

The most infamous example of Stockholm 
syndrome may be that involving kidnapped 
newspaper heiress Patricia Hearst. In 1974, 
some 10 weeks after being taken hostage by 
the Symbionese Liberation Army, Hearst helped 
her kidnappers rob a California bank. But it was 

during the hostage crisis in Iran (1979–81) that 

the Stockholm syndrome worked its way into 
the public imagination. The syndrome was also 
cited after the 1985 hijacking of TWA flight 847. 
Although passengers underwent a hostage 
ordeal that lasted more than two weeks, upon 
their release some were openly sympathetic to 
the demands of their kidnappers. Another 
example involved Westerners kidnapped by 
Islamist militants in Lebanon. Hostages Terry 

Anderson (held 1985– 91), Terry Waite (1987–

91), and Thomas Sutherland (1985– 91) all 

claimed that they had been treated well by their 
captors, despite the fact that they had often 
been held in solitary confinement and chained 
up in small, unclean cells. Similar responses 
were exhibited by the hostages held at the 

Japanese embassy in Peru in 1996–97.

Psychologists who have studied the syndrome 
believe that the bond is initially created when a 
captor threatens a captive's life,  deliberates,  and 
then chooses not to kill the captive.  The captive's 
relief at the removal of the death threat is 
transposed into feelings of gratitude toward the 
captor for giving him or her life. As the 
Stockholm bank robbery incident proves, it 
takes only a few days for this bond to cement, 
proving that, early on, the victim's desire to 
survive trumps the urge to hate the person who 
created the situation.

The survival instinct is at the heart of the 
Stockholm syndrome.  Victims live in enforced 
dependence and interpret rare or small acts of 
kindness in the midst of horrible conditions as 
good treatment. They often become 
hypervigilant to the needs and demands of their 
captors, making psychological links between 
the captors'  happiness and their own.  Indeed, 
the syndrome is marked not only by a positive 
bond between captive and captor but also by a 
negative attitude on behalf of the captive 
toward authorities who threaten the captor-

other in addition to our metaphoric collective 
Nigerian Stockholm syndrome.  Most Nigerians 
would be out of this country in a rush if other 
countries lifted visa requirements and if free 
flights and accommodation were made 
available to all Nigerians.  Most Nigerians feel like 
hostages in their own country.  This is Nigeria, a 
country of great wealth where its citizens are 
compelled to live in abject poverty. This is our 
country, where civil servants are owed salaries 
for months on end and they are unable to leave 
their jobs because there is no social welfare 
system in place. They are faced with the devil 
and the deep blue sea and have to grudgingly 
settle for their jobs. This is our country, where 
the healthcare system is in shambles and a few 
of us who can afford it have to travel abroad for 
medical care and the ones who cannot are 
forced to contend with the fake drugs and 
quackery. This is our country,  where insecurity 
give us all, post-traumatic stress syndrome

Our doctors,  these are the people who have 
gone through years of rigorous training in the 
Universities at great costs to their families,  who 
are eagerly waiting to reap the fruits of their 
labour.  These are people who have spent nine 
years in the university due to incessant strikes 
and have to play catch up. These are the people 
who have to go on strike before their allowances 
are paid. These are people who are ill-equipped 
to do their jobs of saving lives and creating a 
culture of good health management in Nigeria. 
These are the people who work ungodly hours 
and then bend over backwards to do their jobs 
because they are outnumbered.  A doctor who 
should treat a maximum of five hundred patients 
now has to treat five thousand patients. These 
are people who have sacrificed time with their 
own families to save lives. Where is the “thank 
you in this”?  Did our representative's study for 
them, or did we pay their school fees or are we 
now in communist Russia or North Korea where 
the government has a say on individual choices 
and preferences?

Yes, brain drain. Is it only doctors that are 
leaving this country? If we look at the data, we 
will see that the brain drain is across all sectors. 
Nigerians are leaving this country in droves. 
Why are we focusing on doctors? Is it a witch 
hunt? Is it their fault that our national education 
policy is not oriented towards breeding more 
doctors? Is it their fault that the paycheck 
abroad is better than what is available in Nigeria?

What we are closing our eyes to is that it is not 
only the forgoing that are questions to be 
answered. Insecurity. This stares us in the face 
every day and doctors are not exempted or 
immune. A doctor was killed recently.  There is no 
vaccine against insecurity. If a man feels 
insecure and you hold him against his will in that 
insecurity,  you are guilty of giving him the 
Stockholm syndrome if he decides to unwillingly 
stay. Have we asked the doctors if they are ready 

to give up their rights to freedom, the freedom of 
choice and the freedom of free movement and 
association? We want to restrict their movement 
because we have the power to do so.  The 
interesting part is that the people pushing for 
these are the same people who travel abroad for 
treatment. If this is for the masses that is the 
wrong approach. Entice these young doctors 
with incentives and not force through the law. 
Fix the healthcare system and raise its 
standards to the ones you enjoy abroad.
 The rights of doctors are being psychologically 

violated at the mention of this idea that they 
should not leave their country for greener 
pastures until after five years.  To buttress this 
point let us look at the forgoing quotes from the 
universal declaration of human rights 
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-
declaration-of-human-rights article 1 3  which 
says and I quote:  “ Everyone has the right to 
freedom of movement and residence within the 
borders of each state. Everyone has the right to 
leave any country, including his own, and to 
return to his country”.  

It also says in article 23:  “Everyone has the 
right to work, to free choice of employment, to 
just and favourable conditions of work and to 
protection against unemployment. Everyone, 
without any discrimination, has the right to 
equal pay for equal work. Everyone who works 
has the right to just and favourable 
remuneration ensuring for himself and his family 
an existence worthy of human dignity,  and 
supplemented,  if necessary, by other means of 
social protection. Everyone has the right to form 
and to join trade unions for the protection of his 
interests”.  Article 4 :  “No one shall be held in 
slavery or servitude;  slavery and the slave trade 
shall be prohibited in all their forms”.  Article 7 :  
“All are equal before the law and are entitled 
without any discrimination to equal protection 
of the law. All are entitled to equal protection 
against any discrimination in violation of this 
Declaration and against any incitement to such 
discrimination.  

Article 14: “ Everyone has the right to seek 
and to enjoy in other countries asylum from 
persecution. This right may not be invoked in the 
case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-
political crimes or from acts contrary to the 
purposes and principles of the United Nations”.  
This is what the United Nations Charter has to 
say. What does our constitution have to say? Let 
us ask those pushing this bill to practice what 
they preach O. You cannot make a law and 
break the same law. You cannot protect the 
constitution by violating the same, especially to 
the detriment of our doctors.  Think am again o.

Let us imagine that the person that started 
this “wonderful” brain wave suddenly has a 
stroke and has to be rushed to the hospital for a 
treatment in NIGERIA in minutes or else he will 
die.  His private jet is far for this emergency.  Ah! 

and then a couple of doctors in that hospital have 
been meticulously preparing to leave the 
country⋯ Abeg,  I do not want to be in these 
shoes!  Do you know that doctors have emotions 
too? Why are you leaning so hard on their 
Hippocratic oath. Have you kept your own 
“democratic” oath? 

So, you think that the doctors will bring their 
bedside manners to bear and give you good 
treatment and good drugs⋯ laugh wan ki mi. 
Have you heard of wrong diagnosis, wrong 
prescriptions and wrong drugs?  They can give 
you “ good treatment”  with all the wrong 
medication. They can also delay your treatment 
when it is an emergency. Doctors see people die 
every day and you would be stunned at how fast 
some of them recover. Some have seen it so 
much that they are desensitized.  They are not 
moved by death anymore. Let us pray for good 
health, please o.

We can fly abroad for treatment, but doctors 
should stay here and do their work against their 
will.  That one no be kidnap? This is psychological 
kidnapping because we are violating their rights 
to free movement, rights to employment of 
choice and rights to reside where they choose 
globally. Is this violation any different from 
kidnapping that we earlier mention? We,  
because na our representatives dey talk and we 
no dey talk to dem.

I always say that one should be careful when 
formulating policies and laws because such 
policies and laws could come right back and bite 
one in the nether region and the doctors will not 
be there with their bandages and cotton and 
bedside manners to fix it or they simply will 
make sure that it becomes a sore with tetanus. 
Just imagine⋯just close your eyes and imagine. 
Close ya eyes and imagine ya nether regions 
covered in sores.  You cannot go for “ sitting” 
again o.  You will be so preoccupied with these 
sores that you will forget your legislative duties 
and powers. Wallahi, doctors have powers too 
and you will know this when you are at your 
weakest.  You will see clearly,  that next to God is 
doctor,  better known as dokito in Nigerian 
parlance. If my doctor was a god , I would 
worship him.  You are here playing with the tail of 
a lion.  I no 

Our Nigerian doctors are some of the best in 
the world. Well respected people. You want to 
take them do yeye.  Doctor na doctor, small or 
big. Think am again o. If this is a diversionary 
tactics from our serious national problems that 
are begging for attention,  please let us bang that 
collective gavel and call our representatives to 
order. If this call for doctors to remain in 
Nigerian and not take up employment until after 
five years is meant for the masses, then let us 
start with bills that will make our hospitals as 
good as the ones abroad. The Doctor tries his 
best with his tools that are obsolete and 
analogue most of the time. Let us not give the 
dog a bad name so that we can hang it.  Respect 
the rights of our doctors please.

This brings me to a very important point. 
Please, our legislators, withdraw this focus on 
doctors and pass a bill to empower our Nigerian 
traditional medicine. Yes. I volunteer to become 
a traditional doctor. I will go back to my grand 
aunts'  traditional medical practice to learn and 
document.  Excellent Traditional doctors.  We 
have them and their medicine is superlative.  I 
can tell you this because I have a very soft spot 
for herbal medicine.  Sometimes,  they work 
better because they do not act as palliatives, 
but address the cause of the ailment from its 
roots.  Let us encourage complementary medical 
practices.  Look at what the Chinese have done 
with theirs. They export their traditional 
medicine.  Instead of developing our own, we 
want to hold our doctors to ransome as if we are 
kidnappers.  No need.  Our doctors have refused 
to join in our collective Stockholm syndrome like 
the rest of us because they understand it more 
than we do.  Edo people say” Know your way no 
be curse”.  Doctors abeg make una no vex. Dem 
go think am again.

captive relationship. The negative attitude is 
especially powerful when the hostage is of no 
use to the captors except as leverage against a 
third party, as has often been the case with 
political hostages.

By the 21st century, psychologists had 
expanded their understanding of the 
Stockholm syndrome from hostages to other 
groups, including victims of domestic violence, 
cult members, prisoners of war, procured 
prostitutes, and abused children. The American 
Psychiatric Association does not include 
Stockholm syndrome in its Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM).

The forgoing is from Britiannica.com. Now 
back to our conversation. I believe that we have 
a better understanding of what Stockholm 
s y n d r o m e  i s .  M e t a p h o r i c a l l y  a n d  
psychologically speaking, Nigerians are 
suffering from one Stockholm syndrome or the 
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home, they are happy, they are looking out to say 
'okay I no win oh, but I do better next time, and 
that's what I want to bring to the table. The truth is 
that I can't pass everybody but those that have to 
go through my vote. So I think there are crazy 
ways to pass your message that still leaves that 
visible hope, which I stand for.

Do You see yourself taking any contestants 
under your wings since a fellow judge, Obi 
Asika, would be working with the eventual 
winner?

I've already, actually in this season that's not 
sure for Obi Asika. We've already had those 
conversations, and we said that the best would be 
for us to have a joint venture, and I say this 
without any sugarcoating it. The current crop of 
contestants is one of the best talents I've seen, 
from not even Nigerian alone, globally. I've been 
listening to their voices, the way they swag, and 
most of them just come like, 'I've been waiting for 
this, and I will be waiting for you, even him, he 
knows he can't do it alone.

What, in your opinion, is an essential 
quality a star must have to emerge tops at 

the Nigerian Idol
 I would like to say two things because, 

when you said what's the essential 
thing, firstly, people are coming to 

listen to you sing. It is essential to 
know how to sing to the best of 
your ability, but for the show, and 
you will know that when the 
judges are giving them advice, 

they would say, 'I don't think this 
s o n g  you chose works well with your voice.' 
So, I think it's essential for you to have a voice, but 
it's beyond the voice for you to be an idol. We are 
talking about your confidence, you have to believe 
in yourself, and that's what you will be selling to us 
because you cannot give what you don't have, and 
that's what I will be looking out for.

I stand to correct those who say,' I'm looking for 
how great your voice is.' I'm looking for the next 
entertainer, and I'm looking for the next 
everything.

Away from Nigerian Idol, let's talk about 
your music career. What's new?

Well, let's say business, I love that. I tell people 

This is your first time judging 
a popular music reality show. 
How does this make you feel?

 As an artiste on the move, I've 
had different offers through the 
years, but it's the first time I'm on a 
reality show as a judge, so that's 
interesting.

If you've had different offers, 
why Nigerian Idol? Why did you 
decide to choose this?

 It's Nigerian Idol for me because 
first I'm Nigerian, and secondly, I 
think there's no better time than 
now because of the industry's 
growth. The industry's growth is 
such that we have to embrace what 
God has given us. This is a journey 
that some of us have been on for 
over a decade and have produced 
the kind of accolades the world 
recognises today. It's so important 
to grow the younger ones, to let 
them know that they are a part, 
and that's why there's no perfect 
platform other than the Nigerian 
Idol.

Earlier, you said it's so hard 
for you to say 'no' when people 
come to you with a request, now you would 
have a lot of people who would be physically 
begging you to pick them as a contestant 
during the audition, how do you intend to 
wiggle through that?

 I know I said it's hard sometimes to say no, 
that's why if you know yourself, you will adapt to it. 
The reason is this, I believe that everyone has a 

chance in life, and if you don't encourage 
people, they will not get to the next phase. 
So even though we know we are looking for 

only one winner, at 
least there are 
creative ways you 
can turn people 
down that even 

w h i l e  
t h e y  
a r e  

go i n
g 
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The Nigerian entertainment industry has produced a 
lot of beautiful women who have established 
worldwide recognition and fame. But unfortunately, 
some of these Nigerian female celebrities are still 
single. Here are some Nigerian female celebrities who  
are still single.

Genevieve Nnaji the red carpet goddess and top Nollywood actress 
is still single. She has not just made Nigeria proud but has also 
crossed over to Hollywood. Although she is a single mother but she 
is still very single. Genevieve Nnaji has a killer body and her legs are 
just super hot. She was born on 3rd May 1979 in Mbaise, Imo State 
in the south eastern part of Nigeria and grew up in Lagos, Nigeria. 
She is currently 40 years old.

She is the fourth child in a family of eight children. She was brought 
up in a middle class environment. Her father worked as an engineer 
while her mother worked as a teacher in Lagos State. She attended 
Methodist Girls College Yaba, before heading onto the University of 
Lagos to study Theatre Arts. In 1998, she joined the Nigerian movie 
industry (Nollywood) professionally and started acting movies at the 
age of 19 years old. Genevieve Nnaji is currently single.

 In January 2022, the multiple award-winning entertainer Oladapo Oyebanjo, aka 
D'banj, was unveiled as one of the judges for the seventh season of the Nigerian 
Idol reality show. As a countdown to the show's premiere, the singer opened up to 
PREMIUM TIMES about his new career direction, his highly private life, and his new 
role as a Nigerian Idol judge. Excerpts:-

‘Music not enough to sustain 
Nigerian musicians  luxury lifestyle’

 Nigerian single 
female celebrities

Genevieve Nnaji

Rita Uchenna Nkem Dominic Waturuocha popularly known Rita 
Dominic is a famous Nigerian award winning actress. In 2012 she 
won the Africa Movie Academy Award for Best Actress in a Leading 
Role. The 43 year old Nollywood star isn't looking a bit her age and 
isn't slowing down either, as she is one of the richest female 

th
celebrities in Nigeria. She was born on 12  July, 1975 in Mbaise, Imo 
State in the south eastern part of Nigeria. She is currently 43 years 
old. She is the youngest child in a family of four siblings. Rita 
Dominic is a member of the Royal family of Waturuocha of Aboh 
Mbaise local government area of Imo State, Nigeria. Her late 
parents were medical practitioners. Her father was a medical doctor 
and her mother was a nursing officer.

After her primary school education, Rita Dominic attended Federal 
Government College in Ikot Ekpene, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria and 
obtains her West African Senior School Certificate. After which she 
proceeded to University of Port Harcourt in Rivers State, Nigeria and 
graduated with a Bachelor's Degree in Theatre Arts. In 1998, she 
joined the Nigerian movie industry (Nollywood) and acted in her first 
movie “A Time to Kill” a movie that brought her to limelight. Rita 
Dominic is currently single.

Rita Dominic
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t r u e  t o  
yourself, and 
all pulled all 
t h e s e  
t o g e t h e r.  
A n d  I  
pra

yed to God a lot because the Bible says he who 
finds a wife finds a good thing, so I got myself my 
best friend, my best partner who understands and 
knows everything about me. So, yes, once in a 
while, you do miss all those days, but that's why 
I'm so happy that there's a difference between 
Oladapo Daniel Oyebanjo and Dbanj the Koko 
master, but when I get on stage anywhere, it's still 
the Koko master, it has not reduced. It (marriage) 
has not reduced the number of kokolets (ladies) 
that flock around me and rush to the stage. 
However, one has to be committed to one person, 
and that is what life is.”

 Would you allow your son to go into music?
Of course, my son if he wants to be a musician he 

is permitted, my daughter, on the other hand, I 
think she might already be a singer, you know I 
just celebrated her birthday, and she was dancing 
throughout, I think there is something there.

 Are you challenged by the new crop of 
artistes we have now?

 I love every one of them, and I think the industry 
is growing to such a level, which we've always 
prayed to have. And the issue is that they keep 
popping out, and they are all perfect so I won't say 
the word challenge. I'm not in competition with 
anyone. None of them will stand today and say I'm 
not a source of inspiration to their grace.

 Is there any collaboration in the works?
Definitely
Is there any chance of you getting back 

with Don Jazzy or making music together?
If we are paid 'big' money. Somebody wanted to 

pay us last year (2021), but Don Jazzy moved it. 
He won't like that I said it was him, but that is the 
truth. We are all connected in a group, and they 
said we would do Mo'Hits Reunion, but I was out of 
the country then. But, Don Jazzy later said we 
should move it to 2022 to make it bigger. So, it is 
Don Jazzy you should ask. We are (still) friends.”

this, music brings you into the room but what you 
do in that room is entirely up to you. So if you've 
read, which I know you have, you see that I've 
been more focused, especially when I became a 
family man. It's my sixth year in marriage, and 
ever since then, I've looked for different platforms 
that would keep my fame and family intact. So if 
you were to Google Jay Z or the wealthiest 
musicians in the world, you would see that only 
10 per cent of their wealth is probably from 
music.

Does this mean the music will be 
secondary for you now?

 No. I'm just trying to say that if you 
look at Kanye as a billionaire, Jay Z is a 
billionaire, and maybe he got like 100 
million from music. The rest are from 
business and that is what Nigeria 
needs.

I was telling someone we need such 
a  s t r u c t u r e  a nd  t h e  r i g h t  
merchandise. And then, of course, 
you can always make music. Music will 
forever be in me; I'm always going to 
release music.

Sometimes my people say you don't release 
music, but I attend shows, and when I do, they 
give me one hour to perform. I can't even perform 
all my songs in one hour. I cannot, even for three 
hours myself, but what can you do to give people 
to look up to.

We grew up not having anybody to look up to, but 
now the industry has us to look up to. These young 
crops of Nigerian musicians have so many role 
models. That's why we can tell them that 'if you 
are at your prime, it's high time you stopped doing 
stuff that you get paid peanuts for, you can partner 
with a brand that gives you a room where you can 
even begin to sponsor the next Nigeria Idol or Big 
Brother.

Does that mean that music is not as 
profitable?

 No, I won't say that music is not as profitable, 
but music alone is not enough to attain that luxury 
lifestyle that musicians love.

 You have your merchandise perfume line; 
recently you ventured into agriculture. How 
profitable are these ventures?

That's what it is all about. Having studied 
supermarket chains in Nigeria, I think we need to 
encourage more management in the industry. 
Nowadays, everybody wants to be famous, but the 
people behind that would help you manage things 
and say, 'Oh, you have a trending song now, but 
you can also have your merchandise.'

How affordable is your perfume line?
This retails for $250 globally now.
Where do you stock it?
it's everywhere, gobuymore.com, you can buy it. 

My partners are from the UAE, and we will be doing 
a lot of promotions this year. We are partnering 
with Dubai tourism. In March, we would go and 
visit the factory, check the fragrances, meet the 
partners, to have that impact on the people.

And I know you will say $250 is expensive, but 
trust me, for Gucci and all the rest that we already 
pay so much, it's the same thing we pay. So that's 
why I am saying that it is about time to start 
encouraging our products, because they have 
already accepted us, from the food, clothing, 
lifestyle, and even your clothes. So I'm looking 
forward to when an indigenous wine brand would 
endorse me.

You have been married for six years. What 
is the secret?

It is vital to me when I say that I got married 
when I got married, and also for the reason I got 
married. There are reasons people do stuff, and if 
you do it for the wrong reasons, it will affect you. 
For me, I thought I had reached that stage where I 
needed to form an empire, and for you to do this, 
you have to be stable, and then you have to be 

Continued from page 18

33-year old Nollywood actress and producer Rukky Sanda is one 

lady who has made her mark in Nollywood and is said to be one of 
rdthe richest actresses in Nollywood. She was born on 23  August 

1984 in Ikorodu, Lagos State in the western part of Nigeria. She is 

currently 33 years old. She is a Muslim by religion. She was born in 

a polygamous family.
Her father married many wives. Rukky Sanda is originally from 

Ikorodu, Lagos State in the western part of Nigeria. She is very 

beautiful, creative, gifted, skillful and talented. She completed both 

her primary and secondary school education in Lagos State, Nigeria 

and obtained both her First School Leaving Certificate and West 

African Senior School Certificate.
After completing her primary and secondary school education, 

Rukky Sanda proceeded to Lagos State University and graduated 

with a Bachelor's Degree in Banking and Finance in 2007. In 2004, 

Rukky Sanda joined the Nigerian movie industry (Nollywood) while 

still a student of Lagos State University. Rukky Sanda is currently 

single.

Continued from page 18

‘Music not enough to sustain 
Nigerian musicians  luxury lifestyle’

 Rukky Sanda

Cossy Orjiakor who is popularly known as queen of boobs and buts 

is a famous Nollywood actress and producer. Cossy orjiakor who is 

currently in her late 30s is single and has no plan of settling down 

yet. Cossy Orjiakor who is a master degree holder in business 

Administration and a stunt businesswoman who is doing well for 

herself in business. Cossy Orjiakor is a Nigerian actress, singer, 

producer and a video vixen.
She came to limelight after featuring in a music video by Obesere. 

She is also controversially known for showing off her large bosoms 

at social events and music videos. She was born on 16th October 

1983 in Anambra State, Nigeria and currently 35 years old. In 

2015, she produced her first film, Power girls, under her production 

company Playgirl pictures. She graduated with a second class 

upper in Accounting and Management at the University of Nigeria 

Nsukka and obtained a master's degree from Lagos State 

University (LASU). Cossy Orjiakor is currently single.

 Cossy Orjiakor

 Nigerian single 
female celebrities







The general public is hereby informed that following 

the approval of His Excellency, the Executive Governor 
thof Plateau State on the 7  February, 2023, all the under 

listed plots have been revoked for lack of development 

in line with the terms of grant.

By this notice, all legal rights hitherto held by the 

previous owners are by this notice extinguished.

No transaction shall be undertaken by all or any of the 

previous owners with respect to the plot(s) except with 

the authorization of the Ministry first had and obtained.

Revoked plots at Dong residential layout

S/NO. BLOCK PL NUMBER

1. Block A – Plot 16 PL 34440

2. Block B – 7 PL 34659

3. Block E – Plot 9 PL 34935

4. Block E – Plot 5

5. Block F – Plot 4 PL 32867

6. Block I – Plot 9 PL 27875

7. Block I – Plot 10 PL 34572

8. Block I Rocky Area PL 35034

9. Block J – Plot 6 PL 34278

10. Block J – Plot 7 PL 34201

11. Block K – Plot 12 PL 28792

12. Block N – Plot 1 PL 24034

13. Block N – Plot 7 PL 34374

14. Block O – Plot 1

15. Block O – Plot 2 PL 34823

16. Rocky Area PL 29440

B
17. Block 11  PL 34733

A18. Block P – Plot 11 PL 33450

19. Block T – Plot 8 PL 9250

20. Block T – Plot 9 PL 34526

Signed: 
Management

GOVERNMENT OF PLATEAU STATE
MINISTRY OF LANDS, SURVEY & TOWN PLANNING

No. 2 Joseph Gomwalk Boulevard, P.O. Box 2037, Jos-Plateau State

This is to inform the general public that the above named 
has applied to corporate affairs commission CAC Abuja for 
registration under part 'f' of companies and allied matter Act 
(CAMA 2020).
TRUSTEES
1. Apostle. Jerry Joshua Chairman
2. Micah Stephen. Member
3. Bar Musa Kadiri. Secretary.
Aim and Objective
1. To preach the gospel of Christ to all.
2. To encourage unity, love to mankind 

Any objections to the registration should be forwarded to 
the Registrar General, Corporate Affairs Commission, plot 
402, Tigris Crescent, Off Aguyi Itonsi Street, Maitama, 
Abuja within 28 days of this publication.

Signed: 
Secretary

CHRIST'S KINGDOM MINISTRY INTERNATIONAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE OF REVOCATION

I  f o rmer ly  known as  
TONGKYAS CALEP, now 
wish to be known and 
address as, TONGKYAS 
C A L E B .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. 
First Bank and general the 
public to please take note.

CHANGE OF NAME

SUNDAY  NEWS

Buhari should assent to 
Nigeria Peace Corps Bill 

– Commandant
HE Bill for an Act to TEstablish the Nigerian 

Peace Corps (NPC) passed 
by the two Chambers of the 
Nat ional  Assembly is  
currently with Buhari for 
a s s e n t  h a v i n g  b e e n  
transmitted to him last 
week.

The Bill for an Act to 
Establish the Nigerian Peace 
Corps (NPC) passed by the 
two Chambers of the 
Nat ional  Assembly is  
currently with Buhari for 
a s s e n t  h a v i n g  b e e n  
transmitted to him last 
week.

Justifying the need for 
Buhari to sign the Bill, Akoh 
explained that its entire 
contents, especially the 
functions contained in the 
Bill are a summation of 
inclusive empowerment 
programmes for the youth 
and on how to harness their 
innate potential for the 
overall tasks of nation-
building.

According to him, the 
passage of the Nigerian 
Peace Corps Bill is not only 
timely, reassuring, and a 
renewed hope for the 
Nigerian youth, but also a 
pointer to the fact that the 
political elites are still very 
much conscious of the social 
challenges confronting the 
youth and therefore,  
passionate on proffering 
solutions to the challenges 
to same in order to place the 
youth in the front burner of 
our national life.

Akoh said to underscore 
t h e  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  
acceptability of the Nigerian 
Peace Corps Bill, opinion 
polls conducted in 2017 by 
The Nation Newspaper, 
Naija.com, and Nigerian 
Television Authority (NTA-
Good Morning Nigeria) 
revealed that 89%, 76%, 
and 97% respectively 
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
estab l i shment  o f  the 
Nigerian Peace Corps.

He said: “Concerned with 
the increasing waves of 
unemployment and high 
level of poverty in the land, 
both past and present 
administrations initiated 
d i f ferent  intervent ion 
policies to mitigate these 
challenges.

Some of these initiatives 
are Subsidy Reinvestment 
Programme (SURE-P), You- 
Win, Conditional Cash 
Transfer (CCT), N-Power, 
Government Enterprise and 
Empowerment Programme 
(GEEP ) ,  Gove r nmen t  
Intervention Funds (GIF), 
Nigerian Youth Investment 
Fund (NYIF) and Social 
Safety Net (SSN).

It is a proven fact and 
incontrovertible reality that 
once these 'F inancia l  
Handouts' are no longer 
forthcoming or delayed in 
coming, these same youths 
go back to the streets on 
protest or quickly revert to 
social ills and unproductive 
preoccupations, and even 
sometimes back-lashing the 
Government.

However, it is advisable 
that  a  more robust ,  
s u s t a i n a b l e ,  a n d  
institutionalized approach 
be adopted to ensure the 
irreversibility of conditions 
and welfare status of our 
youths. In more developed 
economies, efforts are 
tailored towards the pre-
occupation of the youths in 
productive ventures where 
they will be economically 
useful to themselves and 
the larger society.

This is in addition to 
engaging them in moral, 
citizenship, and leadership 
training aimed at character 
building and their valuable 
participation in nation-
building.

In the United States of 
America, for instance, the 
American Peace Corps was 
created as an agency to 
promote World Peace and 
Friendship by training 
A m e r i c a n  yo u t h s  a s  
volunteers to perform social 
and humanitarian services 
overseas, including Nigeria.”

“The volunteers help 
communities in Developing 
Countries improve their 
Soc ia l  and  Economic  
conditions.

“The dynamic nature of 
insecurity in Nigeria today 

requires role differentiation 
as a panacea to expertise in 
a d d r e s s i n g  s e c u r i t y  
challenges. It also requires 
multi- sectoral, multi- 
l a t e r a l  a n d  m u l t i -  
dimensional approaches to 
tackle.

I n  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  
societies, Youth Based 
Organisations like the 
Nigerian Peace Corps, are 
established with the sole 
aim of engaging and pre-
occupying the youths as a 
panacea to the social 
consequences of being 
unemployed.

“Similar organisations that 
exist in other parts of the 
world are: the American 
Peace Corps, Canadian 
Peace Corps, Bangladesh 
National Cadet Corps, Peace 
Officers Commission in 
China, Chinese Labour 
Corps, Lera Uniform Corps 
of Malaysia,

M a l a y s i a n  P e o p l e  
Volunteer Corps, Production 
and Construction Corps of 
China.

All these are consciously 
and deliberately designed to 
empower and socially pre-
occupy the youths so that 
their state of idleness won't 
be exploited adversely”.

A k o h  t h a n k e d  t h e  
leadership and entire 
members of the 9th National 
Assembly for the unanimous 
support given to his 
Organisation all through the 
l eg i s l a t i ve  p rocesses  
leading to the eventual 
passage of the Bill for an Act 
to Establish Nigerian Peace 
Corps.

Buhari
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Director General, Plateau Peace Building Agency, Mr. Joseph Lengmang 
delivering his speech at the meeting

SUNDAY STANDARD, April 23, 2023 Page 33

Agency’s Director of Operations, Mr. Gayi Gayi responding to some issues at 
the stakeholders meeting

Cross section of participants listening with rapt attention

Some participants in a group photograph

PPBA Head of Communication, Mr. Kenneth Dakop making some remarks

One of the stakeholders Barr. Henry H. Longpoe making some remarks

PPBA staff and participants in a photograph after the stakeholders meeting

Cross section of stakeholders listening to speeches

PPBA HOSTS CONSULTATIVE MEETING
The Plateau Peace Building Agency (PPBA) ICT Unit recently hosted a consultative meeting with selected stakeholders to present the upgraded official 

website of the Agency
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