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Governor Lalong (CON) congratulating Justice Mary A. Izam after taking the 
oath of office as a Judge in the State Judiciary

Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong (CON) delivering his 
speech

Justice Ashahabu Suleiman Wase (left) being presented appointment letter 
by Governor Simon Bako Lalong (CON) of Plateau State

From left are, Grand Khadi of the Sharia Court, Justice Umar Ibrahim , 
President CCA, Justice Blessing Lyop Dalyop and the Emir of Kanam, HRH 
(Dr.) Muhammad Babangida Mu'azu Muhammadu

Cross section of invited dignitaries at the ceremony Governor Lalong (CON) in a photograph with the newly sworn-in judges

Cross section of members of security personnel in the state

Former Chief Judge of Plateau State (2nd left) with other retired justices at 
the swearing-in ceremony

LALONG SWEAR-IN NEW JUDGES
Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong (CON) recently swore-in 5 Justices in the State Judiciary and Customary Court of Appeal at the 

Lady Victoria Gowon Multi-purpose Hall, new Government House Rayfield, Jos
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Nigeria's May 29th handing over: Anxiety grips citizens

SUNDAY  STANDARD, April 9, 2023

N the aftermath of the 
presidential elections, most INigerians accused the 

Chairman of the National 
I n d e p e n d e n t  E l e c t o r a l  
Commissions, Prof Mahood 
Yakubu of allegedly rigging it in 
favor of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) Presidential 
Candidate and former Lagos 
State Governor, Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu. Most of these 
political gladiators, stalwarts and 
concerned citizens of the nation 
had further alleged that INEC fell 
short of its anticipated obligation 
through the open violation of the 
Electoral Act so as to give the 
undue victory to the former 
Lagos State Governor.    the 
Though the disputed outcome of 
the results has forced the two 
major contenders, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar of the Peoples 
Democratic Party, (PDP) and 
Peter Obi to seek for legal redress 
at the Presidential Elections 
Tribunal. In their separate 
petitions, the two presidential 
candidates give evidences 
suggestive of the fact that Tinubu 
should not become the next 
president of the federal republic. 
Un imag i nab l y,  un f o l d i ng  
developments on the polity is 
suggestive of the fact that the 
nation may be going through one 
of its dramatic transition period 
ever imagined in the annals of 
the nation's history. Since the 
declaration of this results for 
instance, there have been 
several protests in some states of 
the federation in condemnation 
of the presidential result urging 
the INEC chairman to resign from 
his post after failing to deliver 
when it matters most.   

During one of such protests, 

Scores of young demonstrators 
under the aegis of National Youth 
League for Defence of Democracy 
on Thursday called for the 
i m m e d i a t e  a r r e s t  a n d  
prosecution of the Chairman of 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission, Prof. 
Mahmood Yakubu, over the 
manner he conducted the 2023 
general elections. 

The protesters also urged the 
Pres ident,  Major General  
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), to 
put in p lace an inter im 
government before he leaves 
office on May 29. 

Addressing newsmen at the 
Unity Fountain in Abuja on 
Thursday, Convener of the group, 
Dr. Moses Paul, described the 
polls as one of the worst in the 
annals of Nigeria's electoral 
practice. 

 Paul called on the president to 
annul the elections, set up an 
interim government and appoints 
a new INEC chairman to conduct 
fresh polls. He said, “We are here 
particularly to address the 
greatest  c r ime that  has  
happened in the history of 
Nigeria. People were killed in 
Kano and some shot in Rivers. We 
have  seen  the  g rea tes t  
inhumanity happened in Lagos 
State in the course of this 
election.

“We have two demands. We are 
asking the President of this 
country to arrest immediately 
and prosecute the Chairman of 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission, Prof. 
Mahmood Yakubu, who has 
committed the greatest fraud in 
the history of humanity; we need 
him arrested and be prosecuted. 

 “Our number two demand is 

that we are asking for an interim 
government be put in place. We 
are saying that because we do 
not want President Muhammadu 
Buhari to continue; his tenure is 
ending; so. as a father he should 
put in p lace an inter im 
government so that the interim 
government will now appoint 
another INEC chairman who will 
conduct a free and credible 
election and produce a befitting 
President for our country.”

This sad development is not 
only threatening the peaceful 
coexistence of the country as an 
indivisible entity but casting a 
shadow of doubt as to whether 
the handing over ceremony may 
not be truncated after all.

Just recently, the President-
elect, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu had 
raised the alarm over plots by 
some aggrieved partisans to 
truncate the transition process, 
part icu lar ly h is  expected 
swearing-in on May 29.

Tinubu in a statement by his 
Director, Public Affairs and 
Minister of State Labour and 
Employment, Mr Festus Keyamo 
SAN also warned the presidential 
candidates of the Peoples 
Democratic Party PDP, Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar and that of the 
Labour Party LP, Mr Peter Obi 
against taking to the streets 
while also pursuing their cases in 
court.

In the statement issued 
Saturday in Abuja, the President-
elect noted that those who have 
taken to the streets protesting 
against his mandate are fixated 
on having an Interim National 
Government ING. Part of the 
statement reads; “We have 
watched with great concern the 
condemnable activities of some 

persons and groups who are 
desirous of truncating our 
democracy.

“For reasons best known to 
them, these persons have 
remained embittered that 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu was 
declared winner of the 2023 
General Elections. Repeatedly, 
but  unfor tunate ly,  these  
misguided individuals have called 
for either the cancellation of the 
results or that the President-elect 
should not be inaugurated on the 
29th of May, 2023.

“We wish to reiterate and 
emphasise that these positions 
are not in tandem with our 
constitutional provisions or our 
electoral laws. We would have 
taken these as mere wishful 
thinking, however, because of 
their implications for national 
security and public order, we 
have therefore considered it 
necessary, if not expedient, to 
call them to order.

“We are aware of the intentions 
of those engaged in these 
treasonable and subversive acts. 
We also know those involved in 
the many plots being contrived to 
undermine the transition in 
particular and democracy in 
general. They are fixated on an 
Interim Government. They have 
done it in this country before and 
it threw the country into 
avoidable crises for many years 
and they want to do it again. They 
are bent on delegitimizing the 
new government. Some have 
made treasonable insinuations 
and openly called for military 
take-over. It is for these reasons 
that they are desperate to incite 
the people against the incoming 
Government.

“It is perplexing to see that 

those contesting the results want 
to be in the courts and on the 
streets at the same time. 
However, if their intention is to 
truncate the inauguration of the 
President-elect and Vice-
President-elect, they should 
immediately bury the thought. It 
is gratifying to note that the 
President has set in motion steps 
for the actualisation of the 
swearing-in ceremonies. In this 
r ega rd ,  the  P res i den t i a l  
Transition Council has remained 
focused and committed to its 
Terms of Reference in respect of 
o r g a n i z i n g  a  h i t c h - f r e e  
handover”.

The statement noted that on 
many occasions after the 
declaration of Tinubu as the 
winner of the election, his public 
speeches and utterances have 
centred on reconcil iation, 
forgiveness and a greater vision 
for Nigeria.

It added that the President-
elect knows those who are 
sponsoring violent protests 
against his mandate as well as 
their sponsors from within and 
outside Nigeria and shall be 
working closely with the security 
agencies to apprehend them and 
bring them to book

“He has pledged fairness as the 
basis for his present and future 
e n g a g e m e n t s .  H e  h a s  
unequivocally stated that he 
would not accord favour to those 
that supported him, and neither 
would he mistreat those who did 
not vote for him. This is 
statesmanly and patriotic. We all 
watched the President-elect as 
Governor of Lagos for eight 
years. He never undermined any 
person or tribe. He championed 
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Continued on page 31

In less than two months, Nigeria, the most populous black nation in the world will experience another transition with the incumbent President, Mohammad 
Buhari transmitting power to the President-elect, Asiwaju Ahmed Bola Tinubu who won the presidential polls last February. BULUS GAMBO WRITES.

Buhari Tinubu Mahmood





HESE include insurgency 

and terrorism, banditry and Tk i d n a p p i n g ,  p i p e l i n e  

vandalism and massive oil theft as 

well as killings and violent 

separatists' agitations.
Although the country's Armed 

Forces in conjunction with other 

security agencies have been 

conducting operations across the 

country to decimate the various 

secur i ty  threats ,  the new 

administration no doubt would be 

confronted with the urgent need to 

total ly decimate cr iminals,  

dominate the environment and 

restore peace and order across the 

length and breath of the country.
This means that the incoming 

government must urgently search 

for funds to prosecute the 

insurgency, restore civil authority, 

resettle displaced persons, address 

the causes that gave rise to 

insecurity and properly manage the 

thousands of insurgents and their 

families who surrendered to 

military authorities.well
So far; so well
Luck i ly  for  the incoming 

government, there have been lots 

of successes recorded in the fight 

against insecurity in the country 

through joint military operations 

involving the Army, Air Force, Navy 

and other security agencies.
For instance, the tempo of military 

operation under the Joint Task 

Force Operation Hadin Kai (OPHK) 

in the North-east has led to mass 

surrender of Boko Haram and 

ISWAP terrorists as well as their 

family members to troops in 

d i f f e r e n t  f r o n t s .

Available record revealed that more 

than 82,000 terrorists and their 

families surrendered as at the 

end of 2022, while hundreds of 

terrorists were killed or 

captured in various operations 

in the region.
Military authorities confirmed 

that about 900 arrested 

t e r r o r i s t s  a r e  awa i t i ng  

prosecution and thousands of 

others including terrorists' 

commanders, collaborators and 

logistics suppliers were killed in 

land and air operations by the 

Nigerian military.
In the Niger Delta region, for 

instance, the military joint task 

force, Operation Delta Safe 

(OPDS) had in 202 destroyed 37 

militant camps and over 1,883 

illegal oil refining sites in the 

region.
According to the Commander, 

(OPDS), Rear Admiral Aminu 

Hassan, 699 suspects were 

arrested in the effort to secure 

the operational environment for 

oil and gas companies and 

ensure safety of citizens.
The operations helped to save 

the nation over N53 billion 

worth of crude oil, diesel, 

kerosene and petrol and 

recovered 90 assorted illegal 

weapons and large calibre 

ammunitions.
Areas of concentration
In spite of recent military 

successes in all regions, 

including the North-west where 

prominent bandi ts  were 

eliminated, the incoming 

government should focus on 

e n h a n c i n g  i n t e l l i g e n c e  

ga the r i ng  and  sha r i ng ,  

including leveraging technical 

and communication aspects of 

intelligence in support of the 

Armed Forces.
Although the Chief of Defence 

Intell igence, Major-General 

Samuel Adebayo recently said the 

Defence Intelligence Agency had 

successfully dominated the threat 

environment with a combination 

of special intelligence operations 

and non-kinetic activities, the 

government should push them to 

take more measures to deny 

enemies of Nigeria the cohesion 

and capabilities to operate.
They should therefore be 

empowered and equipped to 

enhance tactical and technical 

intelligence drive on all frontiers 

to sustain the gains recorded and 

further secure the country.
The new administration will also 

have to devise ingenious ways to 

manage the thousands of 

insurgents who voluntarily 

s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  m i l i t a r y  

authorities, as well as support the 

thousands of displaced people 

returning to their homes, 

especially in the North-east after 

years of exile.
It is also imperative for the 

government to sustain the 

ongo ing communi ty-based 

reintegration of deradicalised 

insurgents to ensure sustainable 

peace in the country.
Emphasis on military response 

to the profound security and 

political challenges confronting 

the country will not provide the 

desired outcome.
Amnesty and negotiations 

should continue to be pursued to 

mitigate the conflicts, especially 

where military actions failed. The 

2009 amnesty programme for 

militants in the Niger Delta 

region should guide the 

administration in that regard.
T h e  D e r a d i c a l i s a t i o n ,  

Rehabilitation and Reintegration 

(DRR) of insurgents through 

Operation Safe Corridor started 

in September 2015 should also 

be given prominence.
Need for novel approach
So far, more than 2,000 

repentant members of Boko 

Haram and ISWAP have been 

rehabilitated, deradicalised and 

integrated into the society with 

t r e m e n d o u s  s u c c e s s .

According to the National Centre 

for Counter Terrorism in the 

Office of the National Security 

Adviser, transforming those who 

took up arms into normal 

civilians is crucial to ending 

violent extremism.
National Security Adviser 

(NSA), retired Major-General 

Babagana Monguno also said at 

a workshop organised by the 

centre in Abuja on Amnesty 

Management, Deradicalisation 

a n d  C o m m u n i t y - B a s e d  

Reintegration that there should 

be greater focus on preventing 

radicalisation of young people 

by violent extremists.
Monguno agreed that the DDR 

would fundamental ly re-

establish state control, secure 

stability and initiate a process 

l e a d i n g  t o  s u s t a i n a b l e  

development of the country.
He however cautioned that 

rushing to grant amnesty would 

be counter-productive to 

national security if there are no 

establ ished pol ic ies and 

legislations, national ownership 

and coordination mechanism for 

the amnesty programme.
“Thus, the cooperation of 

communities is unavoidable in 

the quest for government to 

consolidate on the gains of 

ongoing Counter-Terrorism 

Operations while measures to win 

the hearts and minds of the 

population are critical, and 

gradual resett lement and 

re integrat ion o f  a f fected 

communities is crucial for 

success.
“This involves military, political, 

civil social, economic and 

humanitarian interventions, 

implemented within a multi-

stakeholder platform,'' the NSA 

said.
The NSA said government, its 

partners and other stakeholders 

h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

implementing the DDR strategy 

developed in collaboration with 

International Organisation for 

Migration.
T h u s ,  t h e  i n c o m i n g  

administration should strengthen 

the programme, including 

mechanisms to monitor the 

beneficiaries reintegrated into 

the society.
It is therefore imperative that in 

pushing its security agenda, the 

incoming government should 

source for new funding for the 

defence sector and develop 

solutions to underlying causes of 

insecurity in the country, which 

should include tackling extreme 

poverty, access to education, 

healthcare and justice as well as 

u n e m p l o y m e n t .

(NAN)

SUNDAY STANDARD, April 9, 2023 Page 12

Nigeria would on May 29 2023 have a new leadership that will steer the affairs of this country for the next four years. The new 
administration would inherit some humongous challenges especially in the areas of national security which the country has been 
contending with for over a decade. Apart from dousing the misgivings generated by the conduct of the presidential election, the 
incoming administration has a bigger challenge of finding solutions to the multiple internal security challenges in all the political 
zones of the country.

Insecurity: The task before incoming administration
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I O L E N T  e x t r e m i s m  

portends severe costs for Vthe world, especially 

Africa. Terrorism committed 

through violent extremism cost 

Africa $14 billion in economic 

costs in 2016 alone, even though 

18 African countries spent more 

than $259 billion between 2007 

and 2016 to fight violent 

extremism and terrorism. Still, 

terrorist attacks fuelled by 

extreme religious and political 

beliefs have barely subsided in 

Africa.
In June 2021, armed men killed 

over 160 people during a village 

raid on Solhan, Burkina Faso; 

violence linked to Islamist groups 

surged by more than 22 percent 

between 2022 and 2023, 

respectively, comprising over 

6,859 terrorist events. These gory 

incidents are part of the many 

continuing cases of terrorism and 

violent extremism in five context-

specific African areas: the Sahel, 

Somalia, Lake Chad Basin, North 

Africa, and Mozambique.
To defeat violent extremism, 

Af r i can governments  and 

po l i c ymake r s  mus t  wo rk  

seamlessly in a concerted effort 

that safeguards all African 

peoples' peace, welfare, and 

security
To defeat violent extremism, 

Af r i can governments  and 

po l i c ymake r s  mus t  wo rk  

seamlessly in a concerted effort 

that safeguards all African 

peoples' peace, welfare, and 

security. This article will examine 

the varied ways by which violent 

extremism can become a thing of 

the past in Africa through much-

needed strategic imperatives:
C o m b a t i n g  T e r r o r i s t  

Financing (CTF)
Haraka t  a l -Shabaab  a l -

Mujahideen, more commonly 

known as Al-Shabab, is a Salafi 

jihadist military organization 

primarily based in Somalia and 

maximally operational across East 

Africa. Al-Shabab makes about 

$100 million annually from illicit 

revenues generated through 

piracy, arms smuggling and 

trafficking, extortion of local 

businesses and individuals, 

collection of illegal fees, and 

facilitation of underhand trades, 

amongst many others. Al-Shabab 

uses a lot of these monies to 

finance terrorism in East Africa 

and worldwide. In 2009, the 

group officially pledged allegiance 

to al-Qa'ida, a global Islamist 

militant organization it supports, 

by spending $24 million yearly on 

weapons.
We must identify and truncate 

the i r  extens ive monetary 

networks to defeat Al-Shabab and 

o t h e r  s i m i l a r  e x t r e m i s t  

organizations. In October 2022, 

the United States Department of 

Treasury officially designated 

seven financial facilitators of Al-

Shabab and placed them on a 

watchlist, including Abdullahi 

Jeeri, Khalif Adale, Hassan 

Afgooye, Abdikari Hussein 

Gagaale, Abdi Samad and 

Abdirahman Nurey. However, 

African leaders can cooperate 

with international organizations 

and governments to dismantle 

the financial networks of terrorist 

organizations in Africa.
S e cu r i t y  e xpe r t s  h ave  

advocated that combating 

terrorist financing (CTF) can be 

achieved through various legal 

and administrative measures. 

From a legal perspective, African 

countries can implement The 

International Convention for the 

Suppression of the Financing of 

Terrorism (1999) while also 

enacting domestic legislation to 

ensure the criminalization of 

offences related to the financing 

of terrorism. Administratively, 

Afr ican governments can 

embark on a unique financial 

investigation, asset freezing, 

asset seizing, and confiscation of 

terrorism-related assets while 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  r e g i o n a l  

partnerships against terror 

financing.
S t r e n g t h e n i n g  

governmental trust with 

local communities
T h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  

Deve lopment  P rogramme 

(UNDP) has reiterated that 

strengthening the trust between 

governments and citizens is 

essential for building civil 

tranquill ity and achieving 

sustainable peace in conflict-

ridden African regions. The 

Programme confirms that 

confidence remains an integral 

component of democratic 

societies. Any attempt at 

shortening the trust deficit 

between African governments 

and citizens must holistically 

address the root causes of conflict 

and violent uprisings by restoring 

the vertical and horizontal 

dimensions of trust in African 

communities.
The UNDP is not alone in 

advocating this message of 

rebu i ld ing  t rus t  between 

governments and citizens. In the 

book “Trust: The Social Virtues 

and The Creation of Society,” 

Francis Fukuyama, a renowned 

political scientist, stated that the 

ability to trust and work with 

others is necessary for economic 

success. For Africa, Fukuyama's 

words couldn't have been more 

po ignan t ;  t rus t  be tween  

governments and citizens is a 

crucial ingredient for building 

healthy, safe, and stable 

communities in Africa.
Nonetheless, achieving societal 

trust in Africa is not a cakewalk. 

Only one in four Nigerians trust 

the Nigerian government to save 

their lives, and Africans generally 

trust their country's national 

army more than they trust their 

president or parliament. But to 

defeat terrorism across Africa and 

put insecurity to bed, this must 

change. African political leaders 

must restore the trust between 

citizens and their governments to 

a healthy level, as it will aid 

government's efforts and peace-

loving citizens in fighting 

extremism and terrorism. African 

governments can build trust by 

upholding the end of their social 

contract with their citizens.

This can be done by employing 

the taxes paid by the citizens for 

national development and social 

i n v e s t m e n t  p u r p o s e s ,  

e l i m i n a t i n g  c o r r u p t i o n ,  

improving resource governance, 

c o m m u n i c a t i n g  s o u n d l y,  

prompt ly,  and earnest ly,  

strengthening election integrity, 

and eliminating pre-election and 

post-election violence, amongst 

many other governmental 

imperatives.
Once African governments 

sustainably implement these 

measures, social trust in local 

communities will increase, and 

violent extremism will decline as 

most African societies will move 

against it in the same direction.
Developing robust and 

mobile defence capabilities
A non-negotiable part of 

winning the war against violent 

extremism in Africa involves 

robust investment in the defence 

capabilities of many African 

countries, given that the security 

systems of many African 

countr ies remain gross ly  

incapable of fighting and ending 

terrorism.
While the United Nations 

recommends that governments 

should ensure one police officer 

for every 450 citizens, the African 

reality is brazenly disobedient of 

the UN recommendation. Kenya 

has one police officer for every 

1,150 citizens; Tanzania has one 

police officer for every 1,298 

citizens, while Ghana retains one 

police officer for every 1,200 

citizens. Officers in many African 

countries need to be more funded 

and equipped. Little wonder 

many citizens in Uganda and 

other African countries now pay 

for their guards since the public 

security system is unreliable.
When it comes to sophisticated 

security systems, many African 

governments are deficient due to 

corrupt practices, which remain a 

long-standing bane against 

investments in robust and agile 

defense technologies. Nigeria's 

$2 billion arms scandal, popularly 

known as “Dasukigate,” remains 

a credible example of why violent 

extremism persists in many parts 

of Africa since the weapon-grade 

systems needed to embark on 

counterinsurgency efforts have 

been embezzled.
To fight violent extremism, 

African governments must start 

to embark on large-scale 

purchases of the sophisticated 

weaponry needed to fight 

terrorism, and it must embark on 

the drive as a matter of national 

emergency.
Conclusion
Violent extremism remains a 

raging issue across many African 

regions, from across the Sahel, 

Somalia, Lake Chad Basin, North 

Africa, and Mozambique. To 

properly win the war against 

religious, ideological, and political 

f u ndamen t a l i sm ,  A f r i c an  

governments must implement 

the suggestions above. I believe 

this will play a crucial role in 

restoring peace across Africa by 

helping to end violent extremism 

and other related tendencies.

The imperatives of overcoming violent extremism in Africa

Violent extremism refers to the actions of people who use violence to achieve ideological, religious, or 
political goals. Some notable extremist groups who use violence, instability, and civil disorder to 
achieve ideological, religious, and political goals include the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), 
Boko Haram, The Taliban, and Al-Shabab. ADEBAYO ADELEKE  Writes.



OLITICS vs Governance. We tend to 
confuse the meaning of these two words Psometimes. There are many politicians 

who do not know how to govern but they still 
represent the people who voted them into 
power. However, the quality of these 
representations are less than expected, in fact 
disappointing. This is because they cannot give 
what they do not have, and we hardly sit down 
to reflect on the meaning of politics and the 
meaning of Governance before casting our 
votes. What do they mean? what are their 
differences? how do they relate and why is it 
important for us to consciously educate 
ourselves about the two? The elections are 
around the corner. Political literacy is imperative 
if we intend to make wise choices with our 
franchise and if our votes will bring the much-
needed change.

The two words have a wide range of 
definitions. Let us go with the Merriam -Webster 
dictionary. It defines politics as follows: “The art 
or science concerned with guiding or influencing 
governmental policy, the art or science 
concerned with winning and holding control over 
a government, political actions, practices, or 
policies, political affairs or business especially, 
competition between competing interest groups 
or individuals for power and leadership (as in a 
government),political life especially as a 
principal activity or profession, political 
activities, characterized by artful and often 
dishonest practices, the political opinions or 
sympathies of a person, the total complex of 
relations between people living in society, the 
relations or conduct in a particular area of 
experience especially as   seen or dealt with 
from a political point of view, office politics, 
ethnic politics and playing politics”. When I 
checked the thesaurus for the word politics for 
its synonyms, it said the following: “This word 
isn't in the thesaurus, but here's the dictionary 
definition: Politics. If you are looking for a 
different word in the thesaurus, try one of the 
spelling suggestions below or search again. 
Politic, polemics, politesse, policies, poultices”.

On the other hand, Merriam Webster describes 
Governance as follows: the act or process of 
governing or overseeing the control and 
direction of something (such as a country or an 
organization). Government. The synonyms of 
governance are as follows: administration, 
authority, government, jurisdiction, regime 
(also régime), regimen, rule.Other words 
related to Governance are, reign, dominion, 
power, sovereignty supremacy, sway, 
command, leadership, direction, management, 
regulation, superintendence, supervision, 
autocracy, dictatorship, domination, hegemony, 
mastery, oppression, subjugation, tyranny, the 
act or activity of looking after and making 
decisions about something. The Synonyms for 
governance are administration, care, charge, 
conduct, control, direction, government, 
guidance, handling, intendance, management, 
operation, oversight, presidency, regulation, 
running, stewardship, superintendence, 
superintendency, and supervision. Words 
Related to governance are generalship, 
leadership, rulership, agency, aegis (also egis), 
custody, guardianship, keeping, lap, protection, 
safekeeping, trust, tutelage, ward engineering, 
logist ics, machination, manipulat ion, 
coadministration, codirection, comanagement.

From the definition alone, we can see the 
superficiality of politics and the dept of 
governance. Politics is show. Governance is 
work. Governance starts where politics 
end.When the rallies and swearing-in  are over, 
governance starts. Having said that, let us 
reflect on the pedigree of the people we choose 
before casting our votes. Are they people who 
are simply interested in political power and 
show or are they people who have proven that 
they know the “act or activity of looking after 
and making decisions about something?'' good 
decision making. Stewardship.

There is Governance in all spheres of life. 
Political Governance is the most popular 
followed by cooperate governance. One of the 
synonyms for governance is Administration and 
Government. The European Union Commission 
says the following about governance in the 
following excerpt:

The qual i ty of  a country's publ ic 
administration and governance is a key factor in 
its economic performance and the well-being of 
its citizens. Efficient public administrations 
serve the needs of citizens and businesses. It is 
essential that public authorities are able to 
adjust to changing circumstances. The 
Commission helps EU Member States 
undertaking reforms in the area of public 
administration and governance by providing 
technical support. Areas of intervention include 
the central administration, local administration, 
digital government, public procurement, better 
regulation, the judicial system, the fight against 
corruption and fraud and the better absorption 
of European Structural and Investment Funds.”

The EU Commission goes on to say that “To 

any thing about monitoring and evaluation as a 
tool for good governance?

Let us look at monitoring an evaluation. In a 
country riddled with corruption, we keep calling 
out corrupt practices without putting in place, 
measures to curb it. On one end of good 
governance is strategic planning and in the 
middle and tail end is monitoring and 
evaluation. One way to curb corruption is to 
employ the tools of strategic planning and 
evaluation. Hypothetically speaking, as a 
politician, before awarding a contract, do I know 
how to do needs assessment and strategic 
planning? Do I know what type of contract to 
award based on what the people need? Do I 
know how to arrive at that knowledge 
objectively? When I award a contract, do I know 
how to justify taxpayers money by using the 
tools of monitoring and evaluation to control the 
process and ensure that it achieves the 
objective? This has nothing to do with political 
rallies and false promises to the electorate. This 
is time to work and justify the taxpayers 
mandate and resources. Monitoring and 
evaluation is the control mechanism to ensure 
that results align with strategic plans within 
budgetary boundaries. We need these now 
more than at any other time in our political life 
as a nation because we need people who know 
what they are doing and have the prerequisite 
governance skills. Do our politicians know 
anything about data-based decision making and 
performance based budgeting? The following is 
an excerpt on the use of monitoring and 
evaluation in performance-based budgeting 
titled “Monitoring and Evaluation as an integral 
part of performance-based budgeting(from the 
book Monitoring and Evaluation as tools for 
enhancing public expenditure management in 
Ukraine, written by Sergii Slukhai, PhD, of Taras 
Shevchenko Kyiv National University, 
Kyivsergiis@yahoo.com:

Being a part of a “new public management” 
concept, PBB has been significant part of the 
modern practical approach to public budgeting 
in the early 1990s, being a recent development 
in the performance-based management 
domain. 

The concept of performance-based 
management itself, along with its basic 
components, could be considered an attempt to 
apply well-known business strategies in the 
management of big companies to the public 
sector in order to increase public trust in the 
government, which is widely believed to be 
inveterately inefficient. As Jack Diamond (2003) 
noted, its introduction jumpstarted the 
fundamental structural change of public budget 
management systems in many OECD countries 

and beyond.
In many countries, adoption of PBB could be 

considered a reaction to the problems 
associated with tradit ional l ine-item 
(incremental) budgeting, where public agencies 
were held accountable for the amounts of 
money they spent (so called “Procedural 
accountability”), but not for the results 
achieved. So, the main goal of introducing PBB 
was to bridge a gap between spending on inputs 
dedicated to the agency's program, and its real 
achievements in terms of specified performance 
indicators (PI), which are believed to truly 
reflect required social and economic 
improvements and in this way to switch public 
management to “result-based accountability”. 
Basically, PBB involves setting public goals for 
programs reflecting national strategies that 
should be a benchmark for the success of any 
program-related spending; these long-term 
outcomes are based on medium-term results 
which, in turn, rely on delivery of specific 
products supposed to result from activities for 
which public funding was used. The linkage of 
public expenditure program funding, program 
implementation and the impact on the 
achievement of (societal and organizational) 
strategic objectives, is aimed at an optimum 
allocation of financial resources among program 
activities and producing higher social welfare. 
This also means: PBB is only possible when 
pe rmanen t  mon i t o r i ng  o f  p rog ram 
implementation as well as periodical evaluation 
is involved. To achieve the goals set, it is 
important to regularly monitor the progress of 
program execution and periodically to conduct 
an evaluation of its impact. 

An evolution of approaches to public 
budgeting up to date is well presented by  the 
evaluation of programs against progress-in-
goals-achieved must constitute an important 
element of PBB. Finding the right balance 
between spending flexibility and reaching 
publicly-expected results is a great challenge 
because the public goals themselves are subject 
to periodic revision (GAO, 2002). Of course, the 
degree of attainment of planned PI values – 
primarily indicators of impact – depends on the 
effectiveness of program implementation and is 
closely related to the quality of each related 
activity's management.

It is obvious that PBB cannot solve all the 
problems encountered in public budgeting. 
Despite the time spent and the substantial 
efforts involved, one of the most critical issues 
in PBB remains finding links between 
performance planning and public resource 
allocation; these links must be secured during 
the planning phase of the budget process. As a 

study of early US experience showed (GAO, 
1997); failure in this issue will undermine the 
positive results of PBB implementation.

Some practical evidence suggests (Kentucky 
Legislative Research Commission, 2001), while 
PBB generated a higher level of accountability 
than in the traditional approach, it was not too 
successful in generating greater efficiency in 
public programs. The reasons why this 
promising approach did not give the expected 
results,may be rooted in the political component 
of  budget ing, as some researchers 
argue(Thomas, 2007).

Since the primary goal of this paper lies in 
analyzing the M&E component of PBB, we first 
have to define these two interrelated specific 
activities – monitoring and evaluation. In 
accordance with notions used in documents of 
international organizations (Sanzharovskyi and 
Polianski, 2007:13-14), monitoring can be 
defined as a continuing function that uses 
systematic data collection on specified 
indicators to provide the management and the 
key stakeholders with ongoing information on 
the achievement of objectives and the usage of 
program-related funds. Monitoring data should 
be used in program evaluation.

Evaluation usually is defined as a systematic 
and objective assessment of an ongoing or 
completed project, program or policy, its 
design, implementation and results; its aim is to 
determine the activity relevance, measure the 
fu l f i lment  o f  object ives,  e f f i c iency,  
effectiveness, impact, and sustainability. 
Evaluation should provide information that is 
credible and useful, enabling the incorporation 
of lessons learned into the decision-making 
process of all public sector stakeholders.

M&E should not only assist the public bodies 
and society in identifying whether goals, 
objectives and specific PIs have been achieved, 
but it should become an effective tool 
motivating implementers towards reaching the 
maximum possible level of fulfilment of the 
goals set within existing funding limits. M&E 
should allow users to operationally generate, 
obtain and use complete and reliable 
information on achieving PIs, determine the 
reasons for their deviation from the planned 
values which could (if necessary) be used for 
timely modifications in the scale and scope of 
implementers' activities – e.g. whether to 
review the amounts of purpose-related public 
spending or not. It should also enable 
evaluation of short-term and long-term social 
and economic benefits obtained by the public 
due to successful realization of each separate 
program.

The core element of M&E activities is setting 
PIs whose values serve as a yardstick for 
measuring a program's success. In order to 
serve the goal of monitoring and assessing the 
program performance, they should have the 
desirable features of

being relevant, bounded (not too extensive in 
number), clear, understandable, valid, reliable, 
timely, comparable, comprehensive, and 
reasonably within the control of those who are 
made accountable for their achievement 
(Jackson, 1995). Of course, it is an ideal which 
never can be reached in reality.

The best M&E practices are primarily inherent 
to international organizations and non-for-profit 
(nongovernmental) organizations (NPO) whose 
activities are under constant control of the 
donors. Their experience is generalized in some 
manuals and guides that are recommended 
especially for utilization in developing and 
transition countries. However, individual 
countries tend to be selective in implementing 
the elements of M&E demonstrating approaches 
of their own that combine both universal and 
specific features. Many transition countries 
achieved positive outcomes while introducing 
the modern M&E toolkit.

help Member States address the challenges 
that public administrations face, the 
Commission has developed a wide range of 
instruments over the years: from strategic and 
operational analysis to the design and the 
financing of reforms and investments; from the 
provision of evidence to advice and guidance 
from relevant stakeholders, including other 
Member States”.

The forgoing is from EU Commission. Let us 
ask ourselves a question. Considering the fact 
that “the quality of a country's public 
administration and governance is a key factor in 
its economic performance and the wellbeing of 
its citizens”, how many of us are looking out for 
politicians who have profound knowledge of 
public administration and Governance with 
practical results. How many politicians have 
knowledge in the areas of strategic and 
operational analysis? How many of them know 
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Continued on page 26

his week at MI, we're celebrating Back History 
Month in the only way we know how–with some Tawesome music. Music is a rich part of black 

history in this country and the priceless records speak 
for themselves. From jazz to soul, from Bob Marley to 
James Brown, these artists have touched the hearts of 
many. So let's celebrate this Black History Month by 
remembering five of the most epic black musicians of 
all time. Will your favorite be on the list?

Continued on page 26

HAT is it like being a Jamaican in Nigeria? Hi, I'm 
Xavier Murphy, the founder of Jamaicans.com. WAnd today, in Jamaicans to the world, I talk to 

Carmen Latty, a Jamaican living in Nigeria. Hi, Carmen. 
Welcome. How are you?

Carmen: Hi, Xavier, thank you very much. I'm fine. 
Thanks.

Xavier: Good. 
Carmen:  What about you?
Xavier: I'm doing good. I'm happy to finally get someone 

from Nigeria so this is just really great. My question is which 
part a Jamaica you come from? (Where in Jamaica are you 
from?).

Carmen: Yeah, I'm from Fairborn Clarendon. That's way 
up in the bush, the hills of upper Clarendon between Johns' 
Hall and James Hill, and Kay Valley.

Xavier: Nice.
Carmen:  But my maternal parents are from; my mother 

is from Tweet Side.
Carman:  Now as a Jamaican. Nigerian food: first of all, all 

the ingredients that we use in Jamaica are here in Nigeria, 
so I cook Jamaican food in my house and everybody who 
works for me through a cooking course of Jamaican food. I 
don't have saltfish, but for the Nigerian foods I personally 
like Eba. But then, I am from Clarendon, I grew up on 
cassava. So, I like Eba, and Eba I eat with any other meat. 
You know, what the typical Nigerian soup, it would be Eba 
with vegetable soup, or eba with egusi or something like 
that. I mix it up a bit. 

 Xavier: Okay. Is eba white yam?
 Carman:  No, it's cassava. It's what when I was a child, 

we used to call turn cassava. 
 Xavier: Hmm. 
Carman:  You remember? Right. So, I like eba, I adore 

pounded yam, which again, I knew as a child growing up in 
Jamaica. But I'm just too small for pounded yam. I would 
sleep for quite a few days if I had a Nigerian size pounded 
yam. And pounded yam is served with a Nigerian soup. 
Again, it goes with vegetable soup, eddykikon (uncertain 
spelling 11:16] from akroavon and so on, and so forth. 
As a Jamaican, you can manage because you can cook your 
own Jamaican foods.

Xavier:  All right. So, let me ask you this, because when I 
visited Nigeria, I asked if there is any yellow yam? And it 
didn't seem like yellow yam was one of the favorite yams. 
So, have you found yellow yam?

Carman:  I saw yellow yam in the east once, but never 
again. It's this white yam. But then Nigeria has the nicest 
yam in the world. It's just the white yam I know, and I know 
old yam and new yam.

 Xavier: Right.
 Carman:  It's fantastic. I like yam. It's the same yam you 

pound anyway. 
Xavier: All right. So, I'm going to go back a little bit to 

people for a minute here. Right? We talked just a little bit. 
When I visited Nigeria, the temperament of the people 
seems a little similar to where it's like. Either I like you or I 
don't like you.

Carman:  My brother, it's not similar, it's one and the 
same is either I like you or I don't like you. You know, the 
Jamaicans say my spirit nuh (don't) tek take (tek) yuh 
(you). 

Xavier: Yes.  
Carman:  The Nigerians say, I don't trust am. But I think 

one of the reasons I have been able to settle and get along 
so well, it's not every time the tact and the diplomacy helps. 
You have to say it like it is, or, I don't understand it. And if I 
don't understand it, be prepared for anything I do to you. 
Just let me understand. As I said in a paper to the Flair 
Newspaper some years ago, there's a Nigerian in every 
Jamaican, including myself. 

Xavier:  I saw that temperament as I drove around and 
whatever it's like, the facial expressions; you're like, listen, 
it's like, if they like you, they like you if they don't like you, 
you goin know. (You going to know)

Carmen: No, if they don't like you, they don't like you. 
And I tell you something. I don't speak any of the major 
languages or any even of the other ethnic languages. But 
the Nigerian Pidgin, everybody speaks Pidgin and Pidgin is 

Prince. Need I say more? Prince Rogers Nelson signed his first 
record deal at the delicate age of just nineteen. To this day Prince is 
famed for his genre-defying anthems, androgynous persona, 
undeniable genius, and extraordinary vocal range.

Prince was a musical genius and multi-instrumentalist whose 
anthems will go down in history as an encapsulation of genres. His 
album Dirty Mind would achieve critical success in 1980, but many 
more were to follow, including Purple Rain (1984), and Sign o' the 
Times (1987). Prince died in 2016 but his music is well and truly 
alive in the hearts of many.

another form of Jamaican patois.
Xavier:  I see.
Carmen:  You know, we will say, me a come, (I am 

coming), and here we will say, a deh come (I am coming). 
But it's the same walking in the opposite direction, and I'm 
calling you and I say a deh come.

Xavier:  I know some of our words are sprinkled with 
African words.

Carmen:  Yeah, I've been able to manage because I 
understand Pidgin very well, you know, and the lingua. 
When the Nigerian says, a no go, come kill myself, or (I 
can't kill myself for you). And when you're talking rubbish 
and they say, weh ting you da talk, (what are you talking 
about). To manage certain categories of staff, you must 
know some pidgin. I found that I get along better knowing 
some pidgin. Of course, when I talk it, everybody laughs 
because with the accent and the pidgin and whatever.

Xavier: Let me ask you this question. When folks learn 
that you are Jamaican and I know you've been there 
twenty-nine years now, but when they find you're 
Jamaican, what is the typical reaction?

Carmen:  I remember when I came to Nigeria first and I 
said, I'm Jamaican. The first question is how come you're 
not Rasta? They expected me to have locks on to be 
Rastafarian and so on, but we have a fair number of 
Jamaicans in Nigeria. You know, Jamaicans came here in 
three phases in the 1800s during amalgamation, part one 
and part two, and then post-independence in the last 50 
years. So, I'm one of the third generation in Nigeria. And 
after they ask you, oh, how come you're not Rasta? The 
next question would, of course, the international 
question; because I found the same thing in Japan in 
1984, is, sing Bob Marley for me.

Xavier:  Let me ask you this. You had children in 
Nigeria?

Carmen: I brought him from Jamaica. He's an important 
product. And when we arrived at the airport too; he looked 
around the airport. And I remember he said to me, 
Mummy, are there no white people living in this country? 
and we all just cracked up. Then we drove into a petrol 
station and there was a sign free air, and he then turned to 
Osita who was a friend that met us. And he said, Uncle 
Osita, so air is not free in this country? You have to buy it? 
But I tell you, he had a fantastic upbringing in Nigeria. 
Nigeria allowed me to bring up a much better child than if I 
had stayed in Jamaica with him. You know, that growing 
up in the seventies; seventies baby, you had to be very 
careful with those children because they could get totally 
warped. And bringing him to Nigeria it gave him such a 
wild experience that even a week ago we were talking 
about it, and he said, Mommy, thank you. I had a fantastic 
childhood.

Xavier:  Great, great.
Carmen:  He went to school he came back, he said, 

Mummy, imagine you can buy 10 naira rice and five naira 
meat, you know, all those things. He had never seen 
anybody going to the standpipe, and he was anxious to 
carry a bucket and to fetch water. He had a really, really 
fantastic upbringing.

Xavier: Great. Great. Let me let me ask you this. Is 
there a custom that when you got to Nigeria, there is a 
local custom that you said, you know what? This custom is 
kind of different. Do you remember custom that you said, 
you know, it was kind of different?

Carmen: I'm thinking, you know, these Nigerian people 
can dance, I tell you. Every Nigerian can dance and sing.

Xavier: I've seen the videos. I've seen the new dances 
every week. There's a new dance. 

Carmen:  Yes, that was intriguing. The next thing was 
the size of weddings and parties. I mean, who goes to 
working with 3000 people? 

Xavier:  Wow.
Carmen:  And if you go to this wedding with three 

thousand people and you haven't brought your own 
crowd, then nobody talks to you, and you don't have 
anybody to talk to. So, you would just be sitting there, and 
everybody will be looking at my fingernails and wondering, 
are they natural or are they made? and so on, and nobody 

Influential black 
musicians of all time

Nat King Cole: The King of Jazz Piano

After facing consistent racial adversity through her early career, 
Marian Anderson performed at the Lincoln Memorial in 1939 to a 
crowd of 75,000 and a radio audience in the millions, which has 
been named a watershed moment in civil rights history. She then 
went on to become the first black person to perform at the 
Metropolitan Opera in New York City in 1955.

Prince: Simply, The Prince

Sister Rosetta Tharpe

Sister Rosetta Tharp is widely known as “The Godmother of Rock 
& Roll”. She rose to popularity as the first recording artist to use 
heavy distortion on her electric guitar, coupled with gospel lyrics. 
She is cited as an influence to many early rock-and-roll musicians, 
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talks to you. And when you catch their eyes, they look 
away from you. Going to a party, to a wedding, to a 
funeral, you better carry your own entourage if you want 
somebody to talk with. That I find to be very curious. And it 
still exists. So, no, I don't go to any weddings because I 
can't manage that crowd.

Xavier:  Wow.
Carmen: But it's fabulous. I mean, the dressing and the 

music and the food. And I never seen a people who love 
food more than Nigerians.

Xavier:  Carmen, that is just wonderful, Wonderful. I'm 
going to move on to the same wedding type of question, 
right? And I move into that part of it. So let me ask you this 
because I've seen these Nigerian weddings and I've seen it 
in film and the dancing and so on. And it is just so, so 
amazing. But the films you all push out Nollywood as they 
call it. It seems that there's a new Nigerian film, as you say 
in Jamaica as you quint (before you know it) there is a new 
Nigerian film,

Carmen:  Man, everybody here is a movie star. But I 
don't watch a lot of Nigerian movies.

Xavier: Right.
Carmen: In the early days when I just came here. I used 

to laugh, and I say, in other films, when you shoot man, 
you hear gunshot and him dead, in this Nigerian one, when 
you shoot him, him dead and you hear the shot after him 
dead.

Xavier: They've gotten better. I think the films have 
gotten better

Carmen: In the early days. The movies had a lot more to 
it, you know, a lot more to it.

Xavier:  Right, right. So, the music there. The Afrobeat 
has gotten big and dancehall reggae has gotten big there, 
were you surprised by how huge reggae and dancehall and 
the fusion?

Carmen:  No, no, because, as I said, Nigerians are party 
people, they love life, they enjoy life, and, especially 
because of the relationship between Nigeria and Jamaica, 
especially in the last 20 years. And Nigerians travel a lot. 
They travel all over the world every nook and cranny and 
they bring back things. They are great imitators, and they 
mimic you and they enjoy life. And so, because of that, 
music and film is an endemic part of their culture. And I 
really love it. I enjoy it.

Xavier:  Great, great. I'm getting close to winding 
down; very intriguing. But the question I have for you is 
this, What would you say is your biggest adjustment when 
you move to Nigeria? Because I would say this, the one 
thing I know I could not adjust to is the traffic

Carmen:  You were going from Echoey to Balogun 
Market, which is in Lagos Island?

Xavier:  I don't remember where, but I think you and I 
discussed it and you said it's probably there. 

Carmen:  Yes, its Balogun market. And that's under 
normal circumstances, a 30-minute drive find somewhere 
to park. And it's not just the vehicular traffic. The human 
traffic is equally heavy. 

Xavier:  Yes.
Carmen: Xavier, I'm going to say this at the risk of being 

taken to task; the way we foreigners can live in Nigeria, we 
could not afford it in our own country. Because you can 
have a driver, a gardener, a cook, a butler, a security man, 
and $200US can cover the cost for the month. The cost of 
living, it depends on where you live and your lifestyle. But 
when you consider it and it really bleeds my heart when I 
know that seventy percent of Nigerians live below the 
poverty line, you know, that is what got me into 
philanthropy. But the cost of living, it depends on how you 
want to live, you know, 

Xavier:  Right. 
Carmen: How you want to live. If you want to have a big 

belly, which is a sign of wealth and prosperity, then you eat 
that amount. You want to, you know, look average. It 
depends, but the majority of the people here really suffer, 
they really suffer.

Xavier:  Oh, man.
Carmen:  I wish Jamaicans 

would wake up; Jamaica is a 
beautiful country. They have so 
much going for us, but the way 
I have lived in Nigeria, and I 
came from a luxurious lifestyle 
in Jamaica. It would have been 
difficult to sustain it so 
continuously in Jamaica.

Xavier:  Let me ask you this 
question in terms of; if there is 
an event location, something; 
if I visit Nigeria, you would say 
you must see or visit or do this. 
What would that be?

Carmen: It would be 
Badagry.  The  Her i tage  
Museum. Badagry is the last 
point that the people who were 
captured to go into the 
Americas and the Caribbean as 
slaves, that was where they 
left from. There is a museum 

that it tells the story very vividly. And the sea Judbe gate of 
no return. I wouldn't miss that folk museum and a tour of 
Badagry at all.

Xavier:  Okay. I went to the point of no return in Ghana.
Carmen:  In Ghana, yes. 
Xavier:  Very.
Carmen:  Emotions. 
Xavier:   Yes, the emotions, and as I talk about it, I get 

goose bumps because it's; you remember the emotions, 
yeah, very emotional.

Carmen:  I live 30 minutes from Badagry. And, you 
know, when I went to reminisce, I go to Badagry for the 
day and just tour the museum and just look around, you 
know. But the way we are in the West about slavery and all 
of that, it's not a similar sentiment here, it's different, but 
it's really a reminder of where you came from. 

Xavier:  You said different, could you explain a little bit 
in terms of how different its viewed there; I don't to go too 
deep, but because it probably is an intellectual discussion 
that you and I can have offline? but, give us a basic idea.

Carmen:  That's for another time. But I remember the 
first time I went to Badagry, and I went to one of the 
smaller museums', and the fellow; he was very happy to 
tell me that my father was a slave trader. He caught slaves, 
he caught people, he sold them to the ship, and he made 
so much money, and so on. And he was very happy to tell 
me the story. And I said aren't you ashamed of yourself 
and he said no, it was the economy of the time. Whereas I 
left feeling bitter, he was feeling joyous, you see? Because 
his grandparents made a lot of money. And for him slavery 
was a matter of economics. and you know, it was difficult 
for me as a black person to hear that coming from another 
black person. that's what I mean by different.  

Xavier:  I see. Because, when I went to Ghana and we 
were touring the slave castle there, I always mess the 
name up; the gentleman apologized to us. and he said 
listen, we didn't know where we were sending you, and we 
had no idea what your fait would have been, we had no 
clue. And very apologetic before we started the tour. And 
so, that view was interesting for me, you know, to hear 
that point of view.

Carmen: The Ghanaians will apologize, but it's not the 
Nigerians fault, they don't teach that history in this 
country. So, all of this history that we know, and this 
American history and Caribbean history, it's not taught in 
Nigeria, so, you know, somebody will tell you; my people 
sold your people. As if you are a stone, you have every 
right to be sold. but it's because of the way the history is 
taught. Ghana is, you know?

Xavier: Well, Carmen, I appreciate the time you have 
spent giving us a little taste of what Nigeria is about. Any 
words of advice for anyone that is thinking of mooning to 
Nigeria? before my last question? this is my second to last 
question.

Carmen: I feel very secure here. Back in Jamaica I'm 
one of three million, here I'm one of one hundred and 
eighty, two hundred million. So, it's more difficult for 
people to find me. But if you want to move to Nigeria you 
have to have grit, you have to have gusts, you have to 
have determination, you can't be fearful, and you have to 
be prepared to work bloody hard. 

Xavier: Okay. alright, good piece of advice there. So, 
here is how I typically end. You know some Pidgin; the 
Pidgin language, or, you know, so how do you say goodbye 
in the most informal way in one of the languages that you 
know from Nigeria? And you are going to teach me how to 
say it.

Carmen: I'm thinking, it's just evading me now. 
Xavier: Alright!
Carmen: But, if it's in the night and you're leaving then 

you know, its odaro, meaning good night, or something 
like that. that's the Urogo language.

Xavier: I will go with a dark, because I know we are on 
two different time zones here, so, Carmen, thank you 
again and odaro.
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Continued from page 18

Continued from page 18 including Little Richard, Johnny Cash, Elvis Presley, and Chuck 
Berry. 

Ray Charles is widely regarded as the musician who combined 
soul and country to create a new sound of blues and R&B. Charles 
became one of the first black musicians to be granted full artistic 
control by a mainstream record company while he was with ABC. 
Charles is a 17-time Grammy Award winner among many other 
accomplishments. 

Influential black 
musicians of all time

Ray Charles

Aretha Franklin

Aretha Franklin, “The Queen of Soul”, will go down in history as a 
remarkable musician, as well as a key figure in the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1960s. Her hit song “Respect” served as an 
anthem for both the Civil Rights Movement and the Women's 
Rights Movement. In 1987, she was the first female artist to be 
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of fame. 

Jimi Hendrix 

Jimi Hendrix pioneered new music technologies and redefined 
the role of guitar in popular music. His unique sound, extraordinary 
technique, and staggering stage presence influenced many 
guitarists that came after including Stevie Ray Vaughan, Prince, 
and Joe Satriani.

What its like 
being Jamaican in Nigeria











people-oriented policies. It is 
common knowledge that he is a 
welfarist and a pacifist. This is 
even more so that millions of 
citizens have spoken through the 
ballot box in his favour.

“By being declared winners, 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu and 
Senator Kashim Shettima are 
legally entitled to be inaugurated 
into office as provided for by law 
and as we have practised since 
1999, whilst those who feel 
otherwise have the right to seek 
legal redress in court. Why 
should their situation be different 
from what we have practised 
since 1999?

“Those who are dissatisfied with 
the declaration must conduct 
themselves within the ambits of 
the law. Nigeria is not a lawless 
country and should not be 
portrayed as such no matter the 
frustrations as presently being 
exhibited by some bad losers.

“Those who are stoking the 
embers of hate, division and 
falsehoods as well as peddling 
misleading narratives through 
some compromised media 
outlets should detract from such. 
It amounts to campaigning after 
elections. Hate speeches, fake 
news and propaganda at a time 
like this are needless because 
Nigerians have already made 
their choice. Those who are bent 
on scuttling the process will ignite 
the fire of destruction and run 
away. But they should not even 
start.

“We simply wish that peace 
reigns in the country. It does not 
make sense that some persons 

The statement raised questions 
about the motive behind the 
press release and the credibility 
of the DSS, while at the same 
time, creating a sense of fear 
among residents, as they are 
unsure of what could happen 
next.

But again, just recently, the 
Minister of Information, Alhaji Lai 
Mohammed also picked on the 
Labour Party Presidential 
Candidate claiming treasonable 
allegations against him. In the 
days that followed, one of the 
privately own Television stations 
in the country, Channels was 
fined N5 million for hosting the 
Vice Presidential Candidate of the 
same party, Datti Baba Ahmed 
over uncomplimentary remarks 
which he made. This single act 
also generated heated debates 
within the media industry as to 
why are media organizations 
oppressed in a callous way and 
manner. 

Reacting over Lai Mohammed's 
allegations against Peter Obi,  
The presidential candidate of the 
African Action Congress, AAC, 
Omoyele Sowore, has accused 
the Minister of Information and 
Culture, Lai Mohammed of 
harassing and fighting the 
Labour Party, LP, presidential 
candidate, Peter Obi.

Sowore said Mohammed was 
fighting Obi because he is a wimp 
with zero ability to fight a 
revolutionary struggle.

He spoke while reacting to 
Mohammed's claim of Obi 
committing treason.

Mohammed had said it was 
“treason” for Obi to incite people 
to violence following the outcome 
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who should know better are 
encouraging violence and are so 
determined to achieve that.

“We know these persons and 
their sponsors from within and 
outside Nigeria and we shall be 
working closely with the security 
agencies to apprehend them and 
bring them to book. Our concern 
is that everyday Nigerians who 
are unaware of the evil intentions 
of these persons should not be 
used as cannon fodders. Enough 
is enough. Their continuous 
determination to dare us should 
cease forthwith. We are not 
lacking in capabilities and 
capacities. Our silence should 
not be taken for cowardice. We 
should come together for the 
peace of our beloved country. It 
is better”, Keyamo added.

Beyond  t h i s  unhea l t hy  
development, the Department of 
State Security also issued a 
statement call ing on the 
attention of Nigerians on the 
plans by some individuals to also 
truncate the handing-over 
ceremony. These statements 
however did not go down well 
with many individuals who not 
only questioned that credibility of 
the presidential elections but 
challenged DSS to reveal the 
names of the persons allegedly 
involved.

In the statement titled “DSS 
CONFIRMS PLOT FOR INTERIM 
GOVERNMENT BY MISGUIDED 
POLITICAL ACTORS”, it had 
claimed that these politicians are 
trying to truncate democracy, 
stop the swearing-in of the 
president-elect, Bola Tinubu and 
thus push for the installation of 
an interim government.

of the presidential elections.
H o w e v e r,  S o w o r e  s a i d  

Mohammed's allegation was a 
hoax and fallacy taken too far.

In a series of tweets, Sowore 
wrote: “I am clear about these 
issues even though I stringently 
continue to state that @PeterObi 
and his @NgLabour are not 
different from his @OfficialAPCNg 
and @OfficialPDPNig uncles.

“However, shameless Lai 
Mohammed and @NGRPresident 
claims that protected speech and 
lawful protests against fraudulent 
election amounts to “Treason” is a 
hoax and fallacy carried too far.

“They're harassing @Peterobi 
and his Vice Presidential 
candidate, DATTI Ahmed with 
these tactics because they know 
they are wimps with zero ability to 
fight a revolutionary struggle and 
because they've all been partners 
in crime since 1999.”

Though President Muhammadu 
Buhari, has, reiterated his 
commitment to handing over the 
leadership of the country to an 
elected president on May 29, 
2023, saying his term in office 
would end on that day in line with 
the constitution of the country, 
there is great fear and anxiety on 
the polity. Many citizens of this 
country do not believe that Buhari 

thwill come May 29  handover the 
affairs of this nation to Tinubu 
considering the baggage he is 
dealing with at the moment. 

Beyond this, many pundits also 
are of the opinion that Buhari 
should not take his luck too far 
knowing too well that the 
presidential elections did not go 
the absolute way Nigerians had 

anticipated. Unconfirmed reports 
also have it that arresting any of 
the two many presidential 
candidates may not auger well for 
country itself. Already, a 
Nollywood veteran actor, Kanayo 
O Kanayo has raised concerns 
over the safety of the Labour 
Party, LP, presidential candidate, 
Peter Obi. Kanayo O Kanayo 
disclosed that Nigerians should 
watch out because Obi would 
soon be arrested.

He alleged that some people are 
conspiring against the LP flag 
bearer, adding that he feels like 
something fishy is about to 
happen. n an Instagram post, the 
veteran actor said: “Peter 
Gregory Obi will soon be 
arrested, Watch Out. The 
conspiracy is brewing, you want 
to bet?”

The All Progressives Congress, 
APC, Presidential Campaign 
Council, had called for Obi's 
arrest for allegedly inciting 
violence.

Tinubu's spokesman, Bayo 
Onanuga, accused Obi of making 
in f l ammatory  s ta tements  
following his loss at the 
presidential election.

As it is; many citizens of this 
country are hurt, many are still 
disillusioned and traumatized in 
the aftermath of the polls, as 
s u c h ,  t h i s  u n f o l d i n g  
developments must be handled 
with care as anything short of this 
may spell doom for the nation.

While preparations have gone 
far for the handing over 
ceremony to the incoming 
government, the indicators are 
clear, the handing on the wall is 
still uncertain.

Continued from page 10

Nigeria's May 29th handing over: Anxiety grips citizens
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WASHING OF LEGS
St. Louis Church, observed Last Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ by the Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Joseph Dung Pwol on Thursday evening

Parish Priest of St. Louis Church, Fr. Pwol performing the washing of legs

A cross section of St. Louis College Students at the event

A cross section of Reverend Sisters listening to homily

Church Choir presenting their special song

Rev. Danladi Isa Diwa, delivering his sermon during the service

A cross section of women fellowship at the service

A cross section of worshipers listening to the Easter message

Christian faithful at the Easter Service
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EASTER FRIDAY SERVICE
The Evangelical Church Winning All (ECWA) Gospel 4 Jenta Adamu, Jos North LGA, held Easter Friday service
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