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BUHARI PRESIDES OVER FEC MEETING
Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari presided over the Federal Executive Council Meeting held on the 5th April 2023 at the State House Abuja

President Muhammadu Buhari presiding over the FEC meeting

From left are, Minister of Defence, Maj. Gen. Bashir Salihi Magashi, 
National Security Adviser, Maj. Gen. Babagana Mohammed Monguno and 
the Minister of Education, Mallam Adamu Adamu during the meeting

Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo (right) Minister for Women Affairs 
and Social Development, Dame Pauline Tallen with the Secretary to the 
Government of  Federation, Mr. Boss Mustapha

Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo (right) with other members of FEC 
listening to remarks

President Buhari addressing the FEC

Members of the Federal Executive Council in a photograph

Governor Simon Bako Lalong (CON) in a warm handshake with the CP 
Plateau State, Mr. Bartholomew Onyeka during the official swearing in 
ceremony of Judges at Government House Rayfield, Jos last week

Some ministers at the FEC meeting
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But the invitation from the 

Assembly Speaker, Alex Maskey, 

was not accepted. 
So you can expect the likes of 

Sinn Féin - the Irish nationalist 

party which is 

portunity".
However, the DUP will point to 

the basis of the power-sharing 

settlement backed by the US - 

that  both un ion is ts  and 

n a t i o n a l i s t s  m u s t  h a v e  

now the largest in 

the assembly - to blame the DUP 

for a "missed op

Ancestral links are the bedrock 

of the bonds between the US and 

the island of Ireland.
It had long been expected that 

Joe Biden - a president who 

speaks of his Irish roots more 

than most - would visit Northern 

Ireland to mark the 25th 

anniversary of the peace deal 

which largely ended the conflict 

known as the Troubles.
However, the circumstances 

are less than ideal.
Northern Ireland has been 

without  a power-shar ing 

government since February 2022
The power-sharing political 

institutions set up by the 

agreement have not been fully 

operating for more than a year.
The Democratic Unionist Party 

is vetoing the formation of a 

devolved government in protest 

a g a i n s t  B r e x i t  t r a d i n g  

arrangements for Northern 

Ireland.
The DUP has said it will not 

allow a coalition to be formed 

until it is satisfied there are no 

economic barriers between 

Northern Ireland and the rest of 

the UK.
The White House has welcomed 

the deal between the UK and the 

EU, known as the Windsor 

Framework, which is designed to 

deal with unionists' concerns.
The British government is 

hoping Mr Biden's visit will 

promote the framework as the 

internationally recognised way 

forward.
Other parties have suggested 

the presidential itinerary would 

have been more comprehensive 

if the Northern Ireland Assembly 

was up and running.
President Biden had been 

invited to address the assembly, 

at Stormont on the outskirts of 

Belfast.

confidence in the governance 

arrangements for Northern 

Ireland in order for them to 

work. 
Some DUP politicians have 

been strident in criticising 

President Biden for his backing of 

the Northern Ireland protocol - 

the previous deal between the 

UK and the EU after Brexit, which 

created a trade border in the 

Irish Sea. 
Over the years nationalists 

have been more enthusiastic 

about US input than unionists, 

who have been suspicious of 

influence being exerted in 

Washington by lobby groups and 

politicians who identify as Irish-

American. 
If previous US diplomatic 

tactics are anything to go by it is 

unlikely that President Biden's 

public remarks in Northern 

Ireland will be accusatory 

towards any one party or group. 
He was on the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee in the 

1990s when Bill Clinton - another 

Democrat - demonstrated his 

commitment to the peace 

process by becoming the first 

president to visit Northern 

Ireland while in office.
The British prime minister at 

the time, Tony Blair, spoke to me 

about Mr Clinton's approach in 

an interview for the BBC iPlayer 

film, 'Troubles and Peace'.
He said that when he called Mr 

Clinton, the then president 

"would immediately understand 

the politics of the situation - who 

to call, what to do, what to say, 

how to frame it".
"It meant you had the power of 

the United States behind you - 

not just in itself, but also 

operat ing  w i th  immense 

sophistication and subtlety," Mr 

Blair said. 
Bríd Rodgers was a negotiator 

for the Irish nationalist Social 

Democratic and Labour Party - 

whose leader, John Hume, 

prioritised building relations with 

the White House. 
She said: "If it hadn't been for 

President Clinton in the last 24 

hours before the Good Friday 

Agreement, I don't think we 

would have got it. 
"He was in touch, he was 

phon ing .  He  recogn i sed  

unionists '  di f f icult ies, he 

r e c o g n i s e d  r e p u b l i c a n s '  

difficulties - he was able to 

assure them that he understood 

their challenges, but he was 

behind them."
A unionist negotiator, Lord 

Empey, was more circumspect 

about Mr Clinton's role during the 

final hours.
The Ulster Unionist Party peer 

said: "I don't think it made any 

difference to the minutiae or the 

outworkings of the agreement."
He thinks Mr Clinton's most 

significant contribution came 

over a longer period of time.
"President Clinton changed the 

atmosphere, so that America 

was no longer seen as totally 

supportive of Irish nationalism.
"No matter what his personal 

opinions may have been, he 

made an effort to treat us equally 

to others - we were no longer 

shut out.”
Source:  BBC News Ireland 

Foreign Commentary
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For a place roughly the size of Connecticut, Northern Ireland has received plenty of presidential attention.Bill 
Clinton visited three times during his presidency, George W Bush twice, and Barack Obama once.It is 
sometimes said that the United States is the "third guarantor" of the Good Friday Agreement - after Britain 
and Ireland, which are the two nations charged in international law with upholding the deal.Chris Page writes

Good Friday Agreement: Biden trip reflects enduring US-Ireland bonds

Lord Empy 

BIDEN





IT is so critical in the world of dreams and 
work. David Jeremiah's book, "Life Wide 
Open" which was published in 2003 
profoundly chronicles how important 
passion is through the following 
statements:

i. Without a purpose fueled by 
passion, nothing in life matters.

ii. Passion is the inner spark, 
provided by God, that ignites you to live 
out your God-given purpose.

iii. I can think of nothing worthwhile 
in life that was achieved without great 
passion.

iv. A purpose not fueled by inner 
drive and enthusiasm is mere drudgery. 
In other words, passion is purpose and 
purpose is passion.

Socrates once wrote that a man who has 
no passion for anything is not worth 
living. This means that passion is the 
proof of someone's living. 

Anyone who is lacking in passion is only 
existing and cannot add to the value chain 
of the society in which he found himself.  
One is as good as dead when he is bereft of 
inner drive for something.

Lack of passion is an advanced form of 
laziness. Laziness is sheer indifference or 
unyielding attitude toward work. 

A lazy man fears that work kills and, 
therefore, submits to conditions that kill 
even faster: rent seeking, dependency 
and poverty. These are existential 
problems which are demeaning in all 
ramifications even if one survives them!

Passion is what will is, to a man. It is 
what wheel is to any locomotive or fuel to 
automobiles. This shows that without 
passion, nothing moves or gets done.

Passion is the revealer of interest. The 
expression of it tells a lot about what one 
really cares about. Like a punctured tire, 
passion goes flat when interest is lost.

Passion is a silent energiser. When 
situations get tough, only passion can 

keep someone going. Where there is no 
passion, even easy tasks are abandoned 
with no regrets.

It is important to note that nothing good 
comes easy. Anonymous puts it thus: 'Life 
doesn't get easy, you just get stronger'. 
And you know what? Only passion can 
guarantee one becoming stronger or even 
strongest!

Passion is an overcoming spirit.  It 
greases the wheel of one's determination 
to realise a dream.  Therefore,  to be 
passionate about something means to go 
all out for it.  It is an insurance for patience 
and diligence in workplace!

Passion is what love is to a man. It is as 
strong as death. When it comes, laws and 
logic are suspended. It gets someone 
waking up daily to pursue a cause without 
asking many questions. 

The worth of passion is in its ability to 
get good things done. This entails that 
passion is worthless when deployed to 
crush or destroy someone or anything.

Passion is insistence personified. Like a 
river, nothing can block its way. Passion 
will always negotiate its way through and 
get to its destination with time.

Passion is involved when glass ceilings 

are shattered and new standards set in 

the world of work.  Show me a man who has 
achieved any great feat and I will show you 
a man with passion.

It takes great passion to produce that 

great engineer you read about in the 

news. It is passion that is behind that 

great scientist that discovers the law of 

motion. Passion makes great sportsmen, 

women and business moguls. It is the 

rudder that changes the course of history.
With passion, comes obsession;  and with 

obsession comes unique skills that comes 
from doing something constantly.

If you have passion for something 

worthwhile, be it school, business, 

professional career, etc., pursue it. There 

is no better charge than this!
This piece: Passion for Passion at Easter, 

is primarily and summarily all about 

eulogising the undiluted good news of the 

Love of God which requires all partakers 

of the grace of God to passionately uphold 

and share. 
In Psalm 107: 2 (NIV), the scriptures 

says: Let the redeemed of the Lord 

proclaim that he has redeemed them from 

the hand of the for (the Devil). It is a 

passionate call to duty but a command 

too: 
”Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go tell it on the mountain'' (about the 

salvation of Jesus Christ). "Go, therefore, 

and make disciples of all nations..." 

(Mathew 28:19). There is a literally 

esthetic reward: How beautiful upon the 

mountains are the feet of those who bring 

good news, who proclaim peace, who 

bring good tidings, who proclaim 

salvation, who say to Zion, 'Your God 

reigns!' (Isaiah 52:7).
Remember the passion week of Jesus 

Christ? He gallantly went through the 

agony of the cross for the sake of passion-

cum-love for the redemption of man kind. 

He went through it all for your sake and 

my sake too. He has paid it all! It is 

finished! But the task of publishing the 
good news has just begun! Happy Easter 

celebration to Christians all over the 
world!
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Passion is someone's practical drive or motivation towards achieving something worthy. It is a mix of interest & determination in the process 
of getting a cause reached! Modest Thoughts with Ayuba Yilgak'ha.

Passion for passion at Easter
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PERFECTIONISM is a major 
problem in today's society. We 
see it everywhere, from the way 
we dress to how we do our hair 
and makeup. 

B u t  w h a t  a b o u t  w h e n  
perfectionism starts to affect 
your work? It can be a serious 
issue if you're trying to finish 
projects and are never satisfied 
w i t h  t h e  o u t c o m e .   
What It Means to Strive for 
Perfection 

So what does strive for 
perfection really mean? It means 
that you are holding yourself to a 
higher standard. You want or 
need, to do your best and give it 
your all in whatever endeavor is 
on the table. 

You strive with everything you 
have to be perfect for something. 
And if there's one thing we can 
strive towards without being 
discouraged by our inevitable 
imperfections, it should be 
excellence instead of perfection. 

Reasons Why You Shouldn't 
Strive For Perfection 

 It's impossible to strive for 
perfection. 

It's not possible, because 
humans are by nature imperfect 
beings. We make mistakes and 
we have bad days. And if you set 
a high standard of perfection 
that is unattainable, then you will 
always be striving and never 
satisfied with your place in life. 

There are always going to 
be things that you can't 
control, so it's better to focus 
on what you want instead of 
what you don't want. 

We often try to perfect 
situations that we have no 
c o n t r o l  o v e r,  l i k e  o u r  
relationships and the way people 

treat us. This can lead to 
frustration when things don't 
go according to plan or 
expectations. 

Trying to be in charge of 
everyone else's actions is 
simply not possible--you'll just 
end up resenting them and 
yourself instead. Instead, 
make a list of what you want 
from others as well as what 
you would do if they did those 
actions automatically with 
little effort on your part. Then 
strive for it! 

Perfectionism can be a 

major obstacle for creative 

people. 
Many of us strive to be perfect 

in the way that we respond, think 

and act. 
This can lead to feeling like 

you're not good enough, which is 

a major obstacle for creative 

people--the worst thing on earth 

for an artist! 
Strive instead for progress by 

giving yourself lots of time to do 

what's important first before 

getting distracted with minor 

details or unnecessary tasks 

(e.g., checking your social media 

feeds). 
 We're all human, so we 

don't need to strive for 

perfection. 
The average human will make 

around 300 mistakes in a day. 
We're all going to mess up 

sometimes, so it's better to strive 

for progress than perfectionism. 

Otherwise, we'll have 300 

reasons that you should strive for 

perfect. 
It doesn't work when you're 

under pressure. 
It's hard to strive for perfection 

and be flexible at the same time, 

so it may not happen in times of 

crisis or emergency. The 

circumstances will dictate what 

needs to get done first--not your 

need for that perfect outcome. 
If you mistakenly strive towards 

a goal that is no longer possible 

t h en  t h e r e  a r e  s e r i o u s  

consequences (e.g., missed 

deadlines). Sometimes coping 

with change means adapting as 

opposed to trying harder than 

ever before. You'll fail again--and 

end up even more frustrated! 
 It takes away from what 

matters most 
When people strive too much 

for perfectionism, they tend to 

do things like check their social 

media feeds and use Facebook 

or Instagram more often 

because they want everything 

on their profile to be perfect, 

which is counterproductive if 

y o u r  g o a l  i s  a c t u a l l y  

accompl ishing something 

meaningful with your life.
This means that striving for 

perfection can take time and 

energy away from what really 

matters most
Striving for perfection can 

make you feel like a fraud. 
It's true, there are those days 

when people strive so hard to be 

perfect that they spend too 

much time feeling fraudulent--

as if they don't deserve success 

because of their imperfections. 

It doesn't matter how many 

times we strive towards 

something else or at least try 

our best, it never feels good 

enough and always leaves us 

feeling inadequate as humans 

t r y i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  

u n a c h i e v a b l e  g o a l  o f  

perfectionism!
Perfectionists tend to fear 

failure more than others do, 

which is stressful in itself. 
Perfectionists tend not only 

worry about failing to reach 

whatever standard has been set 

for them but also what other 

people might think of them. 
This is a huge source of stress 

and anxiety--even if they strive 

for any type of perfectionism, 

it's not good enough because 

the fear of failure is so great that 

their performance suffers as a 

result! 
Perfectionists tend to be 

unhappy more often than 
others are. 

In general, perfectionists have 
been found to experience 
unhappiness on more days in 
comparison with those who strive 
less and live life naturally (i.e., 
without trying too hard). They're 
constantly comparing themselves 
with others who seem to achieve 
things better or faster than they 
do due to  the i r  lack o f  
imperfections which makes them 
feel even worse about themselves 
and can lead to depression, 
among other serious conditions

 It's nearly impossible to get 
everything done that needs to 
be done, so it's better to strive 
for progress instead. 

To strive for perfection more 
often than not leads people into 
procrastination - a place where 
they never make any progress 
because they're waiting until their 
work is perfect before presenting 
anything. 

They have this mistaken idea 
that if they don't strive for 
perfection then their work will be 
subpar and people won't take 
them seriously or value the effort 
they put in. The thing about 
striving for perfection is you can 
always do better which means as 
soon as your task is finished you 
feel like it isn't good enough...and 
on and on we go! This creates an 
endless loop of dissatisfaction 
with one's work.

If you strive for progress instead 
then it becomes about getting 
things done - not how good they 
look while you're doing them 
which opens up space for 
creativity and satisfaction with 
what's being accomplished rather 
than whether or not your work 
looks like a masterpiece.

Source: basicsbybecca.com

Living

Why You Shouldn't Strive For Perfection 
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Health
AVOCADO seeds make up 

more than 18% of the deliciously 

creamy avocado fruit and are 

often tossed aside habitually. 

However, the seeds have been 

found to contain more than 70% 

of the antioxidant content in 

each avocado, making it an 

excellent source of nutrition with 

multiple health benefits.
The incredible fiber content 

combined with natural oils, 

vitamins and minerals lead to 

improved digestion, reduced 

inflammation and have even 

been linked to preventing the 

development of cancer cells. 

W h i l e  i t  m a y  s e e m  

unconventional to keep the 

seed, it's as easy as slicing it into 

quarters and blending it into 

juices, smoothies and sauces for 

an incredible health kick. It can 

also be ground separately into a 

powder and sprinkled into meals 

and creative recipes, helping 

you to reach new heights of 

health with minimal effort.

Here are health benefits of 

eating an avocado seed
Rich Source of Antioxidants

The National University of 

Singapore conducted a study in 

2003 to observe the antioxidant 

content in the seeds avocados, 

mangoes and other tropical 

fruit. It found that the seeds of 

the fruit contained 70% more 

antioxidant value than the fruit 

itself which, if eaten, can help to 

prevent oxidative stress at a 

c e l l u l a r  l e v e l  i n  t h e  

body.ntioxidants reduce cellular 

aging, fight inflammation and 

improve the condition of the 

entire body.
 Helps to Prevent Cancer

Decades of research have gone 

into finding a cure for multiple 

types of cancer, but one study 

that has recently gained 

attention is the link between 

avocado seeds and the 

prevention of Acute Myeloid 

L e u k e m i a  ( A M L ) .  A M L  

originates in bone marrow and, 

once developed, spreads to the 

bloodstream in the form of 

leukemia.
Heals Digestive Disorders

South Americans have been 

familiar with the digestive 

benefits that avocado seeds 

contain for hundreds of years 

and have been using it to treat 

ulcers, constipation and 

diarrhea.
Avocado seeds contain soluble 

fiber and powerful anti-

inflammatory compounds which 

help to reduce flatulence and 

bloating and eliminates toxins 

and waste that can cause 

complications.
Helps to Lower Cholesterol 

and Prevent Heart Disease

It’s confirmed that avocado 

seeds offer some of the most 

intense amounts of soluble fiber 

compared to any other natural 

food source.
Soluble fiber helps to rid the 

cardiovascular system of plaque 

buildup and cholesterol, which 

helps to prevent heart disease, 

heart failure and stroke. In 

particular, avocado seeds help 

to lower LDL (bad) cholesterol 

levels and contain essential 

fatty acids that help to raise the 

HDL (good) cholesterol levels, 

which helps to restore a healthy 

cholesterol balance
Helps to Prevent Cravings 

a n d  I n c r e a s e s  F a t  

Lossavocado seed

The high amount of soluble and 

insoluble fiber contained in each 

avocado pit will help to keep you 

feeling fuller for longer, which 

reduces cravings in between 

meals and can encourage 

a c c e l e r a t e d  f a t  l o s s .

It also helps to eliminate excess 

toxins and waste, which 

improves nutrient absorption and 

boosts metabolism, helping to 

improve the rate at which food is 

broken down. This means a 

leaner, healthier composition 

from just one simple ingredient.
 Helps to Prevent Blood 

S u g a r  I m b a l a n c e  

A diet high in fiber and low in 

sugar helps to prevent blood 

sugar spikes and dips and can 

prevent the development of 

Type 2 Diabetes.
Avocado seeds are the perfect 

addition to any smoothie or 

meal as the rich source of fiber 

helps to balance out any intake 

of sugar, keeping blood sugar 

levels stable.
7. Reduces Inflammation

Avocado seeds contain powerful 

anti-inflammatory compounds 

known as catechins and 

procyanidins which help to 

reduce the risk of developing 

c h r o n i c  i n f l a m m a t i o n .

Chronic inflammation can lead 

to a number of diseases and 

discomforts, such as arthritis, 

hype r t en s i on  and  even  

Alzheimer's disease, which 

makes it an important issue to 

face andanage.
 Improves the Health and 

Appearance of Skin
T h e  i n t e n s e  b u r s t  o f  

antioxidants in each avocado pit 

helps to reduce oxidative stress 

caused by the sun's harmful UV 

rays as well as pollution, 

chemicals and our modern 

environment. This helps to 

reduce the visible signs of 

aging, as well as rejuvenating 

the tone and condition of skin 

tissue.

Avocado seeds also contain 

nourishing oils which help to 

smooth wrinkles and improve the 

elasticity of skin, making you look 

younger and healthier in just one 

simple step.
Inhibits Fungal Infections 

avocado with the seed 

showing
Researchers found that avocado 

seed extract helped to inhibit 

pathogens such as fungal bacteria 

and candida. Interestingly, it also 

helped to prevent yellow fever. 

Adding avocado seed to your diet 

may help to reduce fungal 

infections and restore the balance 

of good bacteria in the digestive 

tract.
 E x c e l l e n t  S o u r c e  o f  

Potassium
Avocado seeds are a rich source 

of potassium, which makes it an 

excellent source of fluid-balancing 

nutrition.
Potassium helps to eliminate 

excess toxins and fluid from the 

body as well as reducing muscle 

cramps.
How Can You Include 

Avocado Seeds in Your Diet?

Avocado seeds are not as strong 

as they look and can be easily 

sliced into quarters. Thereafter, 

add it to a blender or grinder to 

make a bitter and tannin-rich 

powder for future use in sauces, 

s o u p s  a n d  s m o o t h i e s .  

Alternatively, it can be added 

immediately to a smoothie for a 

healthier drink- just be sure to use 

a high powered blender.
Source: Health news.com

Benefits of Avocado Seeds 
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Editorial

THE 
ALCOHOL is a liquid 

subs tance  conta in ing  
chemical mixture that when 
consumed to the system it 
changes human behavior 
and mode of action, is a 
distilled or fermented drink 
that can make you drunk. 
Scientifically alcohol is a 
liquid made up of distilled 
hydrocarbon that is also 
known as ethyl alcohol or 
ethanol, alcohol beverages 
like whiskey are produced 
b y  f e r m e n t a t i o n  o f  
yeast,sugar and starches 
and also have the power to 
make a person intoxicated.

Knowing the effect of 
alcohol to the body system 
most especially the human 
brain, according to research 
alcohol slows down the 
central nervous system, the 
central nervous system 
controls thought and how 
the brain communicates to 
the body system, and also 
the most immediate effects 
of alcohol are on brain 
affecting the way they think, 
feel and behave any time 
they consume excess of it.

According to statistics, the 
number of mad people 
rouming around in markets 
a n d  h i g h w a y s  m o s t  
especially the youths who 
are supposed to be our 
leaders of tomorrow is all as 
the result of drug abuse and 
excess consumption of 

alcohol that affect their 
mental health. Taking, 
alcohol also impact on the 
ability to process thoughts 
and make rational and 
reckless decision which can 
lead to increase in violence  
or any form of aggressive 
behavior, this is because 
alcohol can make one lose 
self-control and self esteem 
and ability to process 
m u l t i p l e  i s s u e s  a n d  
decreased the ability to 
resolve conflict.

Standard Cartoon

We no want problems oh! go 
finish with ASUU, Jailbreaks, 

Subsidy and others. When they 
cannot pay 30K minimum wage, 
they are talking about increase.

No carry us play politics.

FED. GOVT. PLAN TO INCREASE SALARY

They don start again 
salaries (an fara). 
My hand no dey

Y
il
b

is
sa

Consequences of alcohol
 intake on youth
Some people take alcohol 

to help them forget their 
worries and also enables 
them sleep peacefully, while 
alcohol may help induce 
sleep in short time and first 
half of the night, they likely 
experience more sleep 
disturbance in the second 
half of the night which is the 
heavier part of the night and 
the most importantly hour 
during sleeping hours.

Also, quality sleep is critical 
to positive mental health 
and wellbeing, and lack of 
quality sleep can negatively 
impac t  t o  ou r  da i l y  
functioning and reduce our 
overall quality of life.

He later added that some 
people take alcohol to make 
them courageous in terms of 
approach,for example some 
young boys that are not bold 
enough to stand confidently 
to express love advances to 
a lady, some of them take 
alcohol to help erase tension 
in terms of approach, in our 
tertiary institutions some 
students take alcohol before 
presentation on stage which 
may you maid end up 
staying something contrary.

Moreso, looking at the 
rampant cases of accidents 
on roads which is as the 
r e s u l t  o f  e x c e s s  

consumption of alcohol 
where driving under the 
influence of alcohol has 
send many young people to 
their early grave which is a 
great lost to the society.

K n o w i n g  t h e  
consequences of alcohol to 
the system,it is advisable 
that alcohol should not be 
taken in excess to the 
extent that will make 
someone lose self-control to 
avoid especially in facing 
s o m e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  
challenges.

Ngot Bwehmasi Caleb I. 
is an IT Student  from 
Federal  Polytechnic 
Bauchi.

The collapse of our educational system
EDUCATION they say is the 
bedrock of every society and 
should be taken seriously, 
but the reverse is the case 
now because of how poor the 
system is being managed 
these days.

Instead of focusing on how 
to improve the system, we 
are busy politicizing the 
future of our children and it is 
gradually consuming us. It is 
sad that the educational 
institutions that have baked 
and groomed our leaders 
who are at the helm of affairs 
today are in dhambles.

Worthy of note is how our 
primary schools are left with 
pulpils sitting under trees on 

stones to receive lesson, 
with half-baked teachers 
whose qualifications are 
questionable. In a country 
called “giant” of Africa, it is 
shameful that we are still 
operating a “stone-age” 
style where pupils still sit 
under the tree to learn in this 
modern age.

The secondary schools are 
not left out of the dilemma, 
most government owned 
school have poor structures 
poor funding, low quality 
teaching and are without 
enough teachers. Imagine, 
having a teacher, teaching all 
subjects that he or she is not 
professionally trained.

T h i s  h a s  g r o s s l y  
contributed in producing 
students of low quality 
where could hardly  read and 
write effectively. They had 
no option tham to engage in 
examination malpractices to 
scale through to the 
University or any higher 
educational institution.

The most worrisome of all 
is how students are clustered 
in a room in the name of 
accommodation. It has been 
on record that, more than 
four to five students are kept 
in a room and it has forced so 
many to look for alternative 
means of  rent ing an 
apartment off campus where 

their safety is guaranteed. 
Therefore, we should stop 

playing politics with such a 
sensitive sector and focus 
more on building strong and 
functional education system 
that will take off our younger 
generation off crime and 
vices.

G o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  
prioritize or put more funds 
on  repos i t i on ing  ou r  
educational sector so that, 
our schools will have other 
countries coming to learn in 
Nigeria instead of embarking 
on shameless educational 
tourism to other schools 
abroad.

Ayuba Bulus Apata, Jos.

 THE first quarter of 2023 has been eventful. The 
general elections to elect a new crop of 
leadership for the nation was done starting 
with the Presidential and National Assembly 
elections. Thereafter, the Gubernatorial/State 
Assembly elections were held. Currently, the 
country is in transition. Those elected are 
waiting for power to be handed over to them, 
having received certificates-of-return from 
the electoral body.

IT seems like a period of time where everything is 
of the essence, and therefore everything 
matters. How we carry on from here is 
important. Among other things, our attitude 
towards work needs to be right. We have for so 
long clamored for attitudinal change in many 
aspects of our existence as a nation. Whether 
or not we ever got it right is a matter of 
perception. However, it is obvious that we are 
a long way off the mark. That is evident. 
Whatever rhetoric we engage to hide the 
reality of the position we are in, may not 
suffice this time around. The mood in the 
nation says it all.  

IT is believed that if you are able to change your 
attitude, it changes your life. You have very 
little control over what happens to you in life, 
but you however can control how you respond 
to situations you encounter, however 
challenging or difficult they may be. We have a 
choice. Your response mirrors your attitude, 
and so by changing your attitude you can 
change your perspective and change your life. 

YOUR attitude reflects the way you see the world 
and how you live in it. It affects every aspect of 
your life, your happiness, relationships, 
health, wellbeing and success. We need to 
develop a positive attitude that we can apply 
with action in order to change the way we live 
our lives regardless of the challenges or 
adversity we face. 

THERE are three bases for attitude change, the 
processes of which therein lies the levels of 
attitude change.

TTHE first is compliance, which refers to a change 
in behavior based on consequences, such as an 
individual's hopes to gain rewards or avoid 
punishment. There may not be changes in 
beliefs or evaluations of an attitude object, but 
rather is influenced by the social outcomes of 
adopting a change in behavior. 

Identification is the second, and refers to one's 
change of beliefs and affect in order to be 
similar to someone one admires or likes. You 
adopt the new attitude, not due to the specific 
content of the attitude object, but because it is 
associated with the desired relationship. 
Often, children's attitudes on race, or their 
political party affiliations are adopted from 
their parents' attitudes and beliefs. 

LASTLY is internalization, which refers to the 
change in beliefs and affect when one finds the 
content of the attitude to be intrinsically 
rewarding, and thus leads to actual change in 
beliefs or evaluations of an attitude object. The 
new attitude or behavior is consistent with the 
individual's value system, and tends to be 
merged with the individual's existing values 
and beliefs. Therefore, behaviors adopted 
through internalization are due to the content 
of the attitude object. The behavior towards 
some object is a function of an individual's 
intent, which is a function of one's overall 
attitude towards the action.

AND so in this new dispensation, our work must 
reflect the attitude we desire to see. We quite 
often expect change to start from the top, but 
that may not have to be the case. We are all 
expected to “shine the light” in our own little 
corners. As individuals, it is important that we 
are mindful of the attitude we choose, because 
it would determine the outcome. There's need 
to select the most useful attitude that will help 
with the challenges faced, and can determine 
how successful you will manage the challenge 
or situation. 

IT is vital that actions be taken with a purpose. 
See how it will serve your greater goals. Act 
with thought and consideration when 
choosing an attitude that will help you take the 
actions that will manage the challenges you 
face.

Attitude change and
 new dispensation



THE presence of foreign investments is 
one of the major factors that boost growth 
in any given economy.

There is always a gap between the level 
of resources required for investment to 
propel the minimum required growth in 
an economy and the actual resources that 
are invested, particularly in developing 
countries. The resources available for 
investment can be sourced domestically 
or internationally.

However, the domestic resources are 
generated from savings which are most 
times grossly inadequate for the required 
investment to propel growth. Thus, the 
need to source for foreign capital to 
complement the domestic capital that is 
available and as such it has played vital 
roles in the process of economic 
development of many developing
countries.

Foreign capital inflow comes through 
various sources either in the form of 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), Foreign 
Portfolio Investment (FPI), foreign grants 
a n d  a i d e s ,  f o r e i g n
loans and Foreign Remittances.

Within Sub Saharan African countries, 
Nigeria inclusive, foreign inflows come 
primarily through foreign aid, either 
directly from developed country 
governments or through different types of 
grants supplied by developed country 
governments and non-governmental 
organisations.

Additionally, private capital inflows to 
Africa have surged in recent years. While 
foreign direct investment has begun to 
play a greater role in recent years, 
remittances remain the primary source of 
private foreign inflow to Sub Saharan 
Africa and African countries in general.

For instance, a quarter of inflow in 

Nigeria in 2007 was remittance and 
s o m e  o t h e r
countries like Kenya, Ethiopia and 
Ghana had the same experience.

However, some economists are of the 
view that the economic downturn in 
Nigeria was as a result of the foreign 
capital inflows into the country and 
other developing countries and 
therefore the economy does not require 
foreign capital inflow to cause growth. 
But others (the neo-liberals) were of the 
view that the economic downturn was 
not as a result of foreign capital inflow 
but was due largely to corruption, 
fraudulent use of public funds, 
insecurity on the part of lenders and 
borrowers, among others.

Thus, the neo-liberals advocated for 
foreign capital inflows that may bridge 
the gap between the expected 
investments and the actual amount 
invested.

Therefore, considering the crucial 
place of international capital in a 
nation's development process, it 
becomes expedient to investigate the 
flow of international capital into Nigeria 
and its effect on economic performance 
of the country.

Capital is an important aspect of 
production that cannot be neglected. As 
a major component of production, its 
domestic inadequacy, mostly, in 
developing countries is a challenge in 
terms of economic growth.

This has made countries to source for 
capital elsewhere since where it 
originates from is not significant as long 
as it will propel rapid economic growth.

The capital gotten from outside the 

country is what is known as foreign 
capital.

Therefore, foreign capital inflows 
could be seen as the influx of funds 
(capital) from a source or sources 
outside the country. Basically, foreign 
capital inflows are divided into two 
categories; official and private capital 
inflows. Official capital inflows involve 
all well documented or recorded 
financial transactions from outside the 
shores of the country in both the private 
and public sectors.

Whereas, the private inflows have to 
do with capital or fund that is 
t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o
a country. Such funds (in some 
instances) are smuggled into a country 
and most times are not accounted for.

Studies have shown that economic 
growth which is the numerical increase 
in the produced goods and services is 
determined by some determinants 
(factors).

There exists a relationship between 
FPI and economic growth. This implies 
that FPI can be a factor that influences 
economic growth, employing the 
necessary econometric tests of 
Johansen co -integration, unit root, 
Granger Causality and Error Correction 
Mechanism (ECM), will be economically 
good for Nigeria.

Economic growth adjust slowly to 
long-run equilibrium changes in the 
aforementioned positive variable of 
foreign portfolio investments.

Ozumi Abdul is staff writer with 
PRNIGERIA and can be reached via 
Princeall1983@gmail.com
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Opinion

THE last elections have 
demonstrated a new destructive 
loser variant in the Nigerian isle. 
It is a stubborn unwillingness to 
accept defeat, to twist an 
obviously failed candidacy into 
an ethnic circus by an extremist 
rump, unfortunately now 
widening their sphere by 
coupling into their midst an 
otherwise civil, enlightened 
camp.

The thronging of a particular 
section of the Nigerian entity 
t owa rd s  t he i r  p r e f e r r ed  
candidate is legitimate and valid 
in a Nation/State still stripped of 
the classical ideals of true 
nationhood. 

Nigeria is still much an ethnic 
spectacle where many hurry to 
the tribal laager for a protective 
cordon. The last elections, 
however, revealed graduation to 
a redeeming largeness wherein 
others beyond the home base of 
some candidates were willing to 
stretch beyond the ethnic 
boundaries embracing a Pan -
Nigerian Presidency, giving hope 
to a new beginning. 

But yet, others still retained a 
mulish emotionalism, fervent in 
crude withdrawal, insistent that if 
there is no coronation of a failed 
and defeated candidate, the 
nation must know no peace, that 
the legitimate electoral process 
must be overturned in favour of 
their own . 

True, democracy is about 
peacefu l  adumbrat ion o f  

differences, the polemical pitting 
of ideas, the arbitration of the 
ba l l o t  and  the  eventua l  
adjudication of a neutral 
judiciary.

However, the failed interimists 
are consumed by a storm and 
fury of a despicable end-game. 
First, they conjured a paid gaggle 
of protesters lacking animation, 
denuded in spirit, devoid of the 
content of their fabled cause. 

They then graduated into 
violence and intimations of 
disorder, threatening the nation 
with ruin while they scoff at the 
arbitration of the courts.

Now, they have swung their 
venom into the international 
arena, fabricating malice, 
sponsoring malignity, and 
scribbling outrageous idiocy to 
defame, destroy, and thwart the 
steady pace of democracy simply 
because they have lost. 

I take no refuge in ethnic 
triumphalism. It diminishes, 
discounting the gravity of a 
victory won, of a system 
rectifying its own imperfections. 

From the Greek Agora to the 
Roman Capitol, from the British 
House of Commons to the 
American Congress, there is no 
such thing as a perfect electoral 
system. It is a continuous 
r e m o u l d i n g ,  r e w o r k i n g ,  
rebui lding, recti fying and 
amending of observable flaws to 
enhance and strengthen the 
promotion of liberty. 

The Nigerian Democracy is still 
much inchoate, cradled in the 

susceptible flaws of infancy. But 
it is developing. It is maturing. It 
is eradicating the flaws of old, 
mastering the challenges of 
yesterday with new modernized 
tools. 

The last general elections were 
far superior in their integrity and 
probity to the earlier ones. 
Despite some rough edges in 
some narrow, limited spheres, 
the elections were credible, 
valid, and legitimate in all basic 
parameters. 

Those who will not let it go, 
those who are contumaciously 
resolved on discrediting a free 
and fair democratic expression, 

do no justice to themselves, do 
no justice to their nation. They 
are self-inhabited, woven in a 
carapace of stunted vision. 
While they do have the right of 
engagement at the highest 
court in our land, they have no 
right to twist the narratives, to 
distort the truth to suit their 
emotional, tendentious fabric. 
They should let it go after they 
would have exhausted the 
judicial process. That is the 
most  en l i gh tened  pa th .  
Anything else strains normative 
civility. 

The failed interimists are now 

damaging and eclipsing the 
moderating middle. In their 
unguarded mouthing, in their 
misguided tantrums of ushering 
in a storm of cudgel and iron to 
settle scores, they put pressure 
on the moderating middle to join 
the fray, to insert themselves 
blindly without reflective 
candour. We must never 
dissipate the gains of the 
moment on the altar of ethnic 
usurpation. 

W r i t t e n  b y  U t h m a n  
Shodipe-Dosunmu, the 
National Coordinator of 
Patriots Roundtable.

The failed interimists and the moderating middle
By 

UTHMAN SHODIPE-DOSUNMU

 By OZUMI ABDUL

Understanding foreign financial inflows in Nigeria

“Nigeria is still much an ethnic spectacle where many 

hurry to the tribal laager for a protective cordon. The 

last elections, however, revealed graduation to a 

redeeming largeness wherein others beyond the home 

base of some candidates were willing to stretch beyond 

the ethnic boundaries embracing a Pan -Nigerian 

Presidency, giving hope to a new beginning. But yet, 

others still retained a mulish emotionalism, fervent in 

crude withdrawal, insistent that if there is no 

coronation of a failed and defeated candidate, the 

nation must know no peace, that the legitimate 

electoral process must be overturned in favour of their 

own .” 

“Within Sub Saharan African countries, Nigeria 

inclusive, foreign inflows come primarily through 

foreign aid, either directly from developed country 

governments or through different types of grants 

supplied by developed country governments and non-

governmental organisations. Additionally, private 

capital inflows to Africa have surged in recent years. 

While foreign direct investment has begun to play a 

greater role in recent years, remittances remain the 

primary source of private foreign inflow to Sub 

Saharan Africa and African countries in general.”













IMAGES
THE NIGERIA STANDARD, Wednesday, April 12, 2023 Page 25

BUHARI RECEIVES ANGOLAN, UAE AMBASSADOR TO NIGERIA
President Muhammadu Buhari recently received on Farewell Ambassadors of Angola and United Arab Emirates to Nigeria at the Presidential Villa, 

Abuja

President Buhari (right) with the outgone Angolan Ambassador, H. E. Dr. 
Eustaquio Januario Quibato during the farewell visit

President Buhari exchanging views with the outgone Ambassador, Dr. 
Eustaquio Quibato with the Embassy Staff (left)

Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari (middle), Dr. Quibato, Foreign 
Affairs Minister, Geoffrey Onyema and the Chief of Staff, Prof. Ibrahim 
Gambari (left)

Outgone United Arab Emirates to Nigeria exchanging views 
with Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari during the farewell visit

Ambassador 

UAE Ambassador to Nigeria, H.E. Dr. Fahad Obaid Al Taffaq with President 
Muhammadu Buhari during the farewell visit at the Aso Rock Abuja

President Buhari with the outgone United Arab Emirates, Envoy, Prof. 
Ibrahim Gambari (left) Minister of Foreign Affairs, Geoffrey Onyema and 
Dr. Saeed Al Remaithi (right)

Team Leader #Onemoresoul, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang, Plateau State 
Governor-elect in a group photograph with members of the team

Plateau State Governor-elect, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang (left) receiving 
souvenier from Raz Phil, team leader #Onemoresoul during a visit to the 
Governor-elect at JD Jang Lodge, Government House Rayfield, Jos
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A woman has told how her 

husband's actions were really 

starting to irritate her as whenever 

she went to breastfeed when they 

were out he would tell her not to, 

claiming it is not safe
A mum has grown irritated by her 

husband as he did not allow her to 

breastfeed their newborn in public- 

he has since had to apologise for his 

actions.
The woman claims that whenever 

she felt she was in a comfortable 

position to breastfeed their baby she 

would try to do so but her husband 

would tell her not to and get her to 

pass the baby over to him.
The husband says that doing this in 

certain public situations is not safe, 

like in the back of taxis, but she says 

sometimes it just needs to be done, 

but he has not been comfortable 

with it.
Taking to Reddit, the woman, who 

remained anonymous, wrote: "It's 

really starting to irritate me. 

Initially. I was not comfortable with 

doing it, but if I'm not facing people 

and I can cover or obstruct my 

nipple I am fine.
"Whenever I try to feed our loved 

one he will tell me no and ask that I 

pass her over to him. Even when she 

is crying or fussing and it's clear she 

wants feeding to calm down he is 

still adamant that I not feed in 

public."
The mum does not have a blanket 

to cover up as she prefers for her 

baby to be able to breathe freely.
Since raising this with her 

husband, she claims he has been 

understanding and has come around 

to her point of view, which she 

explained in updates to the post.
"I spoke to him and he said he 

doesn't think it's safe to breastfeed 

in taxis and he wants me to use a 

courtesy blanket in other public 

spaces. He says he will buy one if I'd 

like," she wrote. 
"My husband apologised and said 

he has to deal with his insecurities. 

He said I should feed our loved one 

when she is hungry and again that 

he is sorry."
In response, many agreed the 

husband  had  been  a c t i ng  

unreasonably and he should get 

past his insecurities as it is a crucial 

part of feeding a baby.
Source: The Mirror
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SOME years back, the Nigeria Association 
of Women Journalists, Plateau State 
chapter decided to visit one of the many 
refugee camps in the state and 
bequeathed their widow's might towards 
the upkeep of the Internally Displaced 
Persons,(IDP's) there. Yours frankly was 
unpredictably conscripted to drive these 
women Journalists to the camp where 
some of us eventually sniveled as a result 
of the harrowing and agonizing quandary 
these citizens are experiencing at the 
camp.

Though the situation at this camp may 
be a replica of several such camps 
elsewhere in the country; it is quite a pity 
to see these inmates suffering in such a 
disgusting and unspeakable manner. 
Unimaginably, these brothers and sisters 
of ours were crammed in a “cage” like 
broilers waiting for Christmas to be 
slaughtered; it is indeed very disturbing 
and unpleasant to me including many 
others who had the opportunity of going 
there to see the situation for themselves.

Though the accommodation at the camp 
was not that which could be cherished, 
toddlers in the camp were mostly hit by 
this unexpected horrifying development. 
Most painful were the glaring fact that 
most of these children are orphans who 
had lost both parents during acts of 
aggression perpetuated by the Boko 
Harram insurgents in the North Eastern 
part of this country.

Yours sincerely cannot believe it when 
the leader of the center revealed the 
difficultly faced by these IDP's  who 
reportedly come from Yobe, Maiduguri 
and Adamawa States in north eastern 
part of this country.

For God's sake, these people are also 
citizens of this same country of ours. In 
fact, if for nothing else, they don't 
deserve to be left in this precarious and 
dehumanizing situation without any pity. 
To say the truth, if not for the 
humanitarian services offered by some 
None Governmental Organizations to 
these brothers and sisters of ours at 
these camps, their future would have 
long been gone with the wind. However, 
in spite these painful unending 
experiences which the inmates face on 
daily basis as a result of activities of 
insurgency and poor and visionless 
strategies of governance, the politicians 
in this country must be blamed for 
dragging them into this mess.

Come to think of it, the president of this 
country, Mohammadu Buhari had at a 
point disclosed that our country was 
broke .  Immed ia te ly  a f te r  th i s  
proclamation, opposing parties raised 
against him claiming that such utterances 
would scare investors out of the country. 
Therefore, in their usual antics, they were 
expecting the president to lie to the entire 
citizens of this country in order to save 
their business links and connections 
across the globe. In other words, they 
had wanted the president to deceitfully 
declare that all is well even when most 
states in this country cannot pay salaries 
to their dedicated workers.

When former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo was this country's leader, we 
were made to believe that he had the best 
cabinet one can ever imagine in this 
contemporary nation of ours. Though one 
cannot forget the role his government 
played in the debt relief granted this 
nation, the crux of the matter is; how did 

Odd World

they fail to identify any of these indicators 
of economic failure as it were.

I am yet to comprehend the 
competency of our technocrats as they 
failed in issuing warning signals when our 
economy was under threat. Many of them 
are well read in world class universities 
across the globe but always mess us up 
when it comes to assignments such as 
this.

How can one describe the degree of 
insensibility of the immediate past 
administration particularly as regards the 
true position of our economic status 
then? Here was a president sitting on an 
economically shaky nation but he did not 
even border to dwell much on solvable 
strategies at his disposal and was only 
busy campaigning for self succession.

Even when journalists confronted 
relevant authorities during his tenure to 
know the socio-economic status of this 
nation then, the response was that 
nothing was indeed wrong with the 
country's economy. Unfortunately, some 
months before he handed over power, 
states became cash-trapped.

As a result of this, most states became 
incapacitated and were unable to pay 
salaries to civil servants. Then the worse 
began to happen; the nation could no 
longer stand the heat in the fight against 
the insurgents causing sleepless nights 
for this country.

Though I strongly believe that this 
nation will come out of these present 
surmountable problems, one thing I am 
yet to comprehend is why our politicians 
find pleasure lying to us both during their 
campaign periods and even when they 
find themselves on leadership positions. 
Where did they pick up these hobbies of 
deceit and insincerity which has become 
one of the fundamental problems 
bedeviling this country?

Not once and not twice, I have 
witnessed some politicians unveiling their 
campaign promises, full of lies and 
deceits. These people also dished out lots 
of monies to the electorate as if tomorrow 
will never come are today not helping us. 
Unfortunately, as a result of these lies, 
Nigeria has found itself in a more 
precarious and unpredictable disposition 
ever imagined today. Thus, it is becoming 
more realistic that in a few years time to 
come, the country will be unable to feed 
its teeming population. 

Sad enough, the oil we were generating 
our resources from is almost drying and 
the reality is beginning to hit us on the 
face. Without credible and formidable 
framework to hasten our expectations in 
the industrial sector, the rate of 
unemployment in this country is 
becoming unbearable and unimaginable 
by all standards.

The indicators are glaring, if care is not 
taken, we will all in no distant future 
become Internally Displaced Persons, 
(IDP's) in this country of ours. This is 
because, if a nation becomes broke and 
cannot take care of its citizens; then the 
worse is expected to happen. At this 
juncture however, it is our hope that our 
leaders and politicians will learn lessons 
and turn a new leaf in the best interest of 
the generality of the people of this 
country. Beyond this development 
however, it is our humble prayer that God 
will prevent this country from nose-diving 
into any chaos for our sake and that of our 
future generations. 

‘Man slammed for being 'unrealistic’

Our refugees, crammed in double captivity





ANOTHER historic event was recorded on Tuesday Last week, on 4th April 
2022, with the swearing in of 5 new Justices for Plateau High court, and 
one Justice of the Customary Court of Appeal, by Governor Simon Bako 
Lalong. 
The event which took place at the Victoria Gowon Hall, of the new 

Government House, Rayfield, Jos drew a large crowd of family, friends, 
colleagues, party stalwarts, heads of Military and Para Military Agencies, 
top government functionaries and political appointees. 
Other groups present at the occasion were civil society organisations, 

religious and traditional rulers, including tribal, youth, women and other 
groups who converged to celebrate with the government and  recipients 
on the great feat.
With barely 7 weeks left in office, the inauguration is coming at a period 

when the Lalong-led All Progressives Congress (APC) Rescue 
administration is coming to an end in May 29 after 8 years.  
However the emergence of Judges was done as a a result of 

recommendation the National Judicial Council (NJC), based on their hard 
work and past antecedents, said Governor Lalong as he gave a speech at 
the forum. 
He performed the swearing in ceremony, enjoining them to dispense 

Justice with the fear of God in line with their oath of office and ensure they 
render service to all irrespective of ethnic, religious, political and other 
affiliations.    
He said he was determined to ensure the Judiciary gets a befitting 

working environment, that was why his administration has built a new 
High Court Complex, alongside a Multi-door Courthouse, to be utilised for 
Alternative Dispute Resolution in the state.
The new judges are Justice Mary A. Izam, Justice Ashakabu Suleiman 

Wase (High Court), Justice Charles Donglong (High Court), Justice 
Shikamma Kassam (High Court), Justice Nanle Titus Komak (High Court) 
and Justice Jettei P. Tutie (CCA). 
Highly elated by their elevation to their  current status and the  historic 

development, spokesperson of the newly inaugurated judges, Justice 
Mary Izam praised the Governor for fulfilling his promises to the  judiciary 
and creating a conducive environment for it to strive in the state. 
Izam, who is also a Legal consultant, advocate for gender and social 

causes assured that they will all do their best to justify the confidence 
reposed on them, by carrying out their duties with the fear of God in a 
manner that will show Justice, and fairness to all.
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At the inauguration of 6 new Judges 

FORMER Chairmen of Local 
Government Councils as well as 
elected and appointed councillors 
in the People's Democratic Party 
(PDP) who served the third tier of 
Government from 1999 on 
Monday paid a courtesy visit on 
the Governor -elect of Plateau 
State, Barrister Caleb Mutfwang.

Speaking, the leader of the 
delegation known as "Third 
movement for  At iku and 
Mutfwang"and former Chairman 
of Qu'an -Pan Local Government 
Council, Hon Theophilus Dakas 
Shan said they were at the lodge 
to fecilitate with the gov-elect  on 
his recent victory over the polls 
and described it as well deserved.

Hon.Dakas Shan said they were 
solidly behind him and would do 
all within their reach to ensure 
that he succeeds when he is 
sworn- in as governor.

According to him,,he came at 
the time the state was at the 

verge of collapse and urged him to 
do all within his power to ensure 
he rescues the state from total 
collapse.

The former Chairman explained 
that all of them have been tested, 
trusted with different leadership 

positions in the past within the 
third tier and posited that any 
person that has served at that 
level would serve anywhere 
successfully.

Responding,the Governor -elect, 
Barrister Caleb Mutfwang said he 
considered the visit as a home 
coming of colleagues, and assured 
them that he was proud to be one 
of them.

According to him,,ALGON before 
the governorship election was 
reinvigorated which played a vital 
role in the elections which 
culminated to their victory.

Barr.Mutfwang promised to 
strengthen leadership standard at 
the local level and frowned at the 
injustice being meted to the local 
government system. He promised 
to correct the anomalies.

He also promised to improve on 
the traditional institution at all 
levels to ensure it functions 
according to laws of the land.

Former PDP LGC chairmen, 
councilors visit Mutfwang

By PETER TITLE

GROUPS as well as well wishers from 
all walks of life have continued to pour 
in, in their numbers  to felicitate with 
the Governor -elect of Plateau State, 
Barrister Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang 
over his recent victory at the polls.

Amongst the groups that came to 
rejoice and pray for the governor -
elect where the Arewa Pastors 
Forum(APF), led by Rev.Shehu Luke. 
They congratulated and urged him to 
see the victory as a victory for the 
state.

According to the Pastor Luke,the 
forum long before the elections have 
been praying for the state for a good 
leader, stating that God has answered 
their prayer. They enjoined him to be 
fair to all irrespective of their political 
differences.

They intimated the governor -elect 
of aprogramme ahead of them which 
would pave way for them to pray for 
him before his inauguration in 
Northern zone of the state so that God 
would empower him to carry out the 
affairs of the state.

After that, according to the leader of 
the forum, they would converge in 
Mangu, Central Zone to perform a 
similar function as well as the 
Southern Zone at a later date.

He also informed Barr.Mutfwang that 
the forum always interfacse with other 
Church leaders from all denominations 
where issues are raised and solutions 

proffered concerning the social ills 
bedevilling the society.

Also, the Mwaghavul Bible 
Translation Committee and the 
Mwaghavul Ministers Forum also paid 
a congratulatory visit to the governor 
-elect where they advised him to be 
bold and not be afraid.

Led by Rev.IdiTongpan , the, 
Committee enjoined him to be up and 
doing and to carry all people along 
saying that God gives power to 
whoever he wishes and prayed for 
God's guidance throughout his 
tenure.

The retired clergy informed the 
governor -elect that the committee 
had successfully translated the New 
Testament of the Bible, adding that 
they have gone far in translating the 
old which he said remained only few 
chapters to be completed.

The Mwaghavul Community 
Resident in Kaduna where not left out 
on the visit to the governor -
elect.They said they had come to 
congratulate him all the way from 
Kaduna because he said he was one 
of them.

Mishkaham Titus Zakka who led the 
delegation was full of praise for the 
people of Plateau State for electing 

Mutfwang, saying that they have 
known his capabilities and was 
optimistic that he would not 
disappoint the people of the state.

He advised him to carry all people 
of the state along, pointing out that 
he was a leader to all irrespective of 
party differences.

Responding to all, the governor -
elect thanked all groups for the 
congratulatory visits and promised 
not to disappoint the people.

According to Mutfwang, there was 
so much ignorance that people in the 
South do not know that Christians 
exist in the Northern parts of the 
count ry.  He advocated for  
awareness.

The governor -elect noted that 
Mwaghavul nation has benefitted 
immensely from the gospel with the 
establishment of missionary schools 
as well as hospitals. And promised to 
assist them in his own little way.

He said "Language should not 
divide us but instead it should be 
used as a tool to promote unity of the 
state".

Mutfwang said that after the 
elections, the rousing welcome 
accorded him in Kaduna was 
touching by his people based in 
Kaduna and promised not to let them 
down.

APF, Kaduna Mwaghavul community
 fecilitate with Mutfwang

By PETER TITLE 

Mutfwang





ARSENAL have been fantastic this 
season, there is certainly no doubt 
about that. They have exceeded all 
expectations under Mikel Arteta, who 
has built one of the most exciting 
squads in Europe while sticking to his 
core principles in admirable fashion.

The Gunners dropped valuable 
points from a winning position at 
Anfield, leaving the reigning 
champions smelling blood.

But they are not quite ready to win 
the Premier League. Sunday's 2-2 
draw with Liverpool was the latest 
reminder of that, as they let a two-
goal lead slip in front of a raucous 
Anfield crowd and ended up being 
lucky to escape with a point.

The Gunners are now just six points 
clear of Manchester City having 
played a game more, and still have a 
blockbuster trip to the Etihad Stadium 
on the horizon.

Mental fragility held the Gunners 
back throughout the second half of 
Arsene Wenger's reign at the club, and 
Arteta deserves huge credit for 
bucking that trend. However, his side 
are now in uncharted waters.

City are used to the pressure of 
getting results when it matters most; 
they thrive on it, and will not relent in 
their pursuit of a fifth title in six years.

Arsenal will ultimately be unable to 
hold off Pep Guardiola's side, and 
GOAL has examined the main reasons 
why...

Everywhere you look in City's squad 
there are serial winners. The likes of 
Kevin De Bruyne, Ilkay Gundogan, 
Bernardo Silva, Riyad Mahrez and 
John Stones have all been here 
before.

Guardiola's men know how to raise 
their game when the stakes are 
highest, and they are driven by a 
desire to break records while 
maintaining their dominance of the 
English football landscape.

Arsenal have two former City stars in 
their ranks that have the same 
mindset, with Gabriel Jesus and 
Oleksandr Jesus both having played 
key roles in their charge for the top-

flight crown.
But the rest of the Gunners squad 

lacks experience at this level. Their 
three standout performers - Bukayo 
Saka, Gabriel Martinelli and Martin 
Odegaard - are running on pure 
adrenaline at this point.

"Because not a lot of us have been 
here before, we don't really know 
how to handle it," Arsenal No.1 
Aaron Ramsdale admitted after their 
4-0 victory over Everton last month. 
"So we're just going in and playing 
the games as if we were 10th, 12th, 
whatever. We're just going out to 
play with our group of team-mates 
and try and win as many games as 
possible."

That naive streak was painfully 
evident at Anfield as the Gunners 
failed to close out a victory after a 
sublime first-half display that saw 
them play Liverpool off the park. It's 
safe to say that we can expect more 
of the same in the coming weeks.

 Martinelli is currently Arsenal's top 
scorer for the season in the Premier 
League with 14 goals - a highly 
respectable career-best tally for the 
Brazilian winger.

Saka has 13 to his name and 
Odegaard is on 10, while Jesus would 
almost certainly have been in 
double-figures too were it not for the 
knee injury that kept him out of 
action for three months after the 
World Cup.

City's terminator scored his 29th 
and 30th Premier League goals in the 
4-1 rout of Southampton on 
Saturday, bringing his overall total 
f o r  t he  season  ac ross  a l l  
competitions to 44 - the joint-most 
for an English club in a single 
campaign alongside Ruud van 
Nistelrooy and Mohamed Salah.

Haaland will inevitably break 
Salah's record for the most goals in a 
Premier League season (34) and 
could go well past the 50 mark by the 
time his debut year at the Etihad 
Stadium is over.

He is quite simply, the most lethal 
striker in world football, and his 
presence gives City an advantage in 

any game. 
Guardiola gave Haaland the 

highest possible praise after his 
latest brace, telling BBC Sport: "We 
have lived two incredible decades 
with Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel 
Messi, but he is on that level."

It is unthinkable that City could end 
up missing out on the title with a 
player like Haaland firing on all 
cylinders - and the smart money 
says that they won't.

"You have to show a little bit of 
fight, but there's a time when to poke 
the bear and to leave the bear 
sleeping. He poked it at the wrong 
time."

Manchester United legend Roy 
Keane aptly summed up in the Sky 
Sports studio why Granit Xhaka's 
angry outburst at Anfield ultimately 
cost Arsenal all three points against 
Liverpool. 

The Gunners were 2-0 up and in 
complete control before the 
Switzerland international decided to 
square up to Trent Alexander-Arnold 
after failing to win a foul. He thrust 
his elbow and butted heads with the 
Reds full-back before both sets of 
players rushed in to separate the 
pair, who were subsequently shown 
yellow cards.

The incident sparked the Anfield 
crowd into life, Salah halved the 
deficit moments later and Liverpool 
eventually secured a hard-earned 
point. 

Xhaka's contribution to Arsenal's 
cause has been immense this term, 
but he is still prone to moments of 
madness like this.

“I'm not an Arsenal fan, but if I was 
an Arsenal fan: what are you doing?! 
It's absolutely daft," former 
Liverpool defender Jamie Carragher 
added on Sky Sports. "The game is in 
your hands and you get involved. 
Even the challenge, the arm, why do 
it? And now coming back, head-to-
head with Trent, riles the crowd up. 
Absolutely idiotic from Xhaka to do 
that. That was going back to the old 
Xhaka."

The 30-year-old let his team-mates 
down with his loss of composure, and 

it's unlikely that he will learn his 
lesson. Xhaka has always played on 
the edge, which is partly why he is so 
good at his job in the middle of the 
park, but he has not yet learned how 
to control his temper.

Arteta spent three years learning 
his trade as a coach alongside the 
best in the business at the Etihad 
Stadium.

The Spaniard absorbed as much as 
he could from Guardiola while 
serving as his assistant before going 
out on his own at Arsenal in 2019. He 
was unable to deliver instant success 
at Emirates Stadium, in the same 
way that Guardiola did at Barcelona 
back in 2008-09, but the Gunners 
are now reaping the rewards for their 
patience.

City's head coach played down his 
influence on Arteta's career back in 
October, telling reporters: "I'd like to 
say a lot (of City influence at the 
Emirates) but I'd lie to you. Maybe I 
learned more off him than he did off 
me when we worked together."

The truth is that Guardiola was just 
being modest. He remains the 
master and his apprentice has a long 
way to go before he can be 
mentioned in the same breath.

City's 3-1 win away at Arsenal on 
February 13 provided solid evidence 
of that, as Arteta cut a frantic figure 
on the touchline throughout. He was 
regularly seen barking instructions 
at his players, and even called an 
impromptu team-talk at one stage, 
while Guardiola was a model of calm.

Arsenal edged the first half, which 
prompted Guardiola to ditch his 
experiment with a 3-2-2-3 formation 
and revert to a flat back four, with 
Manuel Akanji brought on for Riyad 
Mahrez. The tactical tweak allowed 
City to move through the gears and 
gain full control of proceedings as 
Arsenal were overwhelmed by their 
attacking power in the second 45. 

Guardiola's incredible record at 
domestic level is built on victories 
like that. He very rarely gets it wrong 
in the biggest games and his in-
game management is as shrewd as 

ever. 
Arteta will have the opportunity to 

try and exact revenge over his 
former mentor in Manchester on 
April 26, but Guardiola will be ready 
for whatever he throws at him, 
which is why City will be clear 
favourites once again.

 City have some challenging 
fixtures still to come aside from 
their clash with Arsenal, including 
away games against Fulham, 
Brentford and Brighton, but no one 
would be surprised if they picked up 
maximum points through to the end 
of the season.

They've done it before, and have 
the squad depth to juggle 
Champions League and FA Cup 
commitments alongside their title 
challenge without a hitch.

Arsenal have only the league to 
focus on, which adds more 
pressure. They travel to a 
relegation-threatened West Ham for 
a London derby clash next, before 
welcoming bottom-of-the-table 
Southampton to the Emirates.

Arteta's side must win both of 
those games before facing City, and 
they need a positive result at the 
Etihad to set them up for the three 
fixtures that could define their 
season.

The Gunners will host Chelsea at 
the end of April before taking on 
Champ ions  League-chas ing  
Newcastle at St James' Park and 
facing Brighton at the Emirates - 
with Roberto De Zerbi's side also in 
with an outside chance of a top-four 
finish.

A subsequent trip to Nottingham 
Forest could also be a banana skin, 
and Arsenal are due to wrap up their 
campaign at home to Wolves, who 
are looking like a well-drilled outfit 
again under Julen Lopetegui.

If Arsenal can stay on top after 
that run of games, they will certainly 
be deserving champions, but it feels 
inevitable that they will be pipped to 
the post by a City side that is just all-
round better equipped to finish the 
job.

Reasons why Arsenal will lose the League title

Sports
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(2) Notwi thstand ing the 
provisions of Chapter IV of this 

Constitution, the National 

Executive Committee shall 

regulate the procedure for 

selecting the party's candidates 

for elective offices in the 

following manner prescribed 

below;
(3) I n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  

pr imar ies for the party's 
candidate for the post of the 

President of the Federal Republic 

of Nigeria, the primary shall be 

held at the National Convention 

of the party specially convened 

for that purpose;
(4) I n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  

pr imar ies for the party's 
candidate for the post of 
Governorship of a state, the 

primary shall be held at the State 

Congress of the party specially 

convened for that purpose;
(5) I n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  

pr imar ies for the party's 
candidate for the post of Senator,  
the primaries shall be held at 
S e n a t o r i a l  C o n s t i t u e n c y  
headquarters;
(6) I n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  

pr imar ies for the party's 
candidate for the post of member 
of the House of Representatives, 
the primaries shall be held at the 
constituency headquarters;
(7) I n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  

pr imar ies for the party's 
candidate for the post of Local 
Government Council Chairman 
and House of Assembly, the 
primaries shall be held at the local 
government  cons t i tuency  
headquarters;
As could be gleaned from the 

provisions of the law cited above, 

nothing robs the NWC of its 

powers so donated under section 

50 of the constitution to regulate 

the procedure for selecting the 

party's candidates in the state. 

And for the records, the 

delegation that came from the 

nat iona l  body wasn't  a  

“CARETAKER COMMITTEE” but a 
delegation of the National 
Executive Committee (NEC) 

that came pursuant to the 

powers donated under section 

50 of the constitution (supra) to 

regulate the selection of the 

party's candidates for the 2023 

general elections.
 Interestingly, as at the time 

the committee came from the 

national body, PDP in the state 

was already comfortable 

without any defect in the party 

structure and leadership since 

the party at that time had 

a l r e a d y  c o n d u c t e d  i t s  

congresses in compliance with 

the express orders of Hon. 

Justice S. P. Gang and Hon. 

Justice Kunda respectively.
SHOULD PLATEAU  PDP 

PANIC?
The Peoples Democratic Party 

in the state need not panic or be 

distracted by the ruling APC for 

the following reasons.
1. The party is in a good 

footing and standing in law and 

conduct and has so far not 

violated any known law 

anywhere.
2. The party endeavored to 

comply with the express orders 

of Hon. Justice S. P. Gang and 

Hon. Just ice I.I .  Kunda 

respectively.
3. What the party sought to 

achieve by the suit that 

journeyed up to the supreme 

court had been laid to rest with 

the compliance with the 

judgments of the courts below 

and that has nothing to do with 

the present candidates that 

emerged in the just concluded 

general elections. So, there was 

no need pursuing the case at the 

supreme court.
4. The suit at the Supreme 

Court was already academic 

before its dismissal and 

existence of the party as at 

today has no defect whatsoever 

see CA/J/300/2023 Between 

Augustine Timkuk vs INEC & Ors 

decided in 2023.
5. The scenario that led to APC 

losing seats in Zamfara in 2019 

is radically different from the 

PDP Plateau scenario whereas 

that of Zamfara was purely a 

preelection party dispute 

involving members of the party, 

there is no dispute between the 

members of PDP in plateau state 

a n y w h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  

emergence of the candidates of 
PDP that contested the 2023 

general and even after the 
election.
6. Assuming but not conceding 

that there is a crisis rocking the 

PDP in the state who has the 

locus standi in law to raise that 

issue? Is is a preelection matter 

or an issue for the tribunal? 

What is even more interesting is 

the fact that the supreme 

recently held in UFOMBA v. INEC 

&  O R S  ( 2 0 1 7 )  L P E L R-

42079(SC) that: ”the law is trite 

that Courts’ jurisdiction is 
ousted in matters dealing with 
internal affairs or resolution of a 
pol i t ica l party regarding 

nomination or leadership of that 

political party as in this instant 

case.” P47, paras A-B
7. The APC in Plateau State is 

simply dancing naked and or 

nude in an open market by 

deploying a l l  ef forts  to 

invalidate, intimidate, scare and 

or present a hopeless scenario 

for the PDP candidates that won 

the 2023 general elections 

instead of focusing on the defeat 

and allow the tribunal to do its 

job since the APC candidate 

vowed to challenge the outcome 

of the election in court.
There is no law or legal burden 

placed on the PDP in the state 

which it is yet to discharge or in 

violation.
Let the celebration continue as 

the PDP suffers no defect in law 

and all the candidates are 

proper in law.
Emmanuel Menseh Madaki 

Esq.(LLM), Solicitor at M. Y. 

Saleh (SAN) & CO. Jos
P l a t e a u  S t a t e .  

talktomenseh@gmail.com

“Interestingly, as at the time the committee 
came from the national body, PDP in the state 

was already comfortable without any defect in 

the party structure and leadership since the 

party at that time had already conducted its 

congresses in compliance with the express 

orders of Hon. Justice S. P. Gang and Hon. 

Justice Kunda respectively.”
 Emmanuel Menseh Madaki Esq. (LLM)

F R A G M E N T

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

THE 

Concluded

EMMANUEL MENSEH MADAKI ESQ.(LLM)

Re:Supreme Court ruling and Plateau guber litigation

Mahmood

Continued from last week

As could be gleaned from the provisions of the law cited above, 

nothing robs the NWC of its powers so donated under section 50 

of the constitution to regulate the procedure for selecting the 

party's candidates in the state. And for the records, the delegation 

that came from the national body wasn’t a “CARETAKER 

COMMITTEE” but a delegation of the National Executive 
Committee (NEC) that came pursuant to the powers donated 

under section 50 of the constitution (supra) to regulate the 

selection of the party's candidates for the 2023 general elections.
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