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PROF. OSINBAJO DELIVERS LECTURE
Nigeria’s Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo on Monday delivered lecture titled, “Creating Homeland for All: Nation Building in a Diverse 

Democracy is part of Policy Making and Good Governance lecture series initiated by the National Instituted for Policy and Strategic Studies 
(NIPSS) Kuru, Jos for the SEC 45 participants

Governor Simon Bako Lalong, CON, Director General, NIPSS, Prof. Ayo 
Omotayo and others waiting to receive the VP, Prof. Osinbajo at the Aiport

From left are, CP Bartholomew Oyeka, Air Commodore Edward Gabkwet 
and Major-General Ali Ibrahim

NIPSS Directors of Studies, Prof. Funmi Josephine Para-Mallam and Prof. 
Dung Pam Sha, Director of Research at the Yakubu Gowon Airport

Cross section of NIPSS Directing Staff listening to speeches

Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, SAN with Governor Lalong, CON and 
the DG NIPSS, Prof. Omotayo

President, Plateau State Traditional Council, and the Gbong Gwom Jos, 
His Majesty, Da Jacob Gyang Buba, CFR delivering his remarks

Commissioners for Information and Communictions, Hon. Dan Manjang 
(right) with his colleague, Women Affairs and Social Development, Hon. 
Rebecca Sambo Adar

Governor Simon Bako Lalong (2nd right) introducing to the VP. Prof. Yemi 
Osinbajo, PLHA Deputy Speaker, APC Chairman and Secretary to 
Government of the State
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Feature

THE power outages prevented 
people from meeting routine 
businesses and household needs,  
resulting in huge economic and 
social cost.

“We regret to inform you that 
the  power  outage  be ing  
experience in our franchise is due 
to system collapse of the 
national grid. The collapse of the 
national grid occurred at about 
18:47 pm in the evening hence 
the loss of supply on all our 
outgoing feeders," Kaduna 
Electricity announced on Sunday 
evening. "Power supply shall be 
restored as soon as the national 
grid is powered back", the 
statement added.

Eko Electricity in its own 
statement said, " we regret to 
inform you of the ongoing 
system collapse on the national 
grid. This has affected our entire 
network and has impacted our 
ability to deliver optimum 
service". In its own statement, 
Abuja Electricity said, " The 
current power outage is due to 
system Failure collapse from the 
national grid, the system 
collapsed at about 6.49 pm 
today ,12 June, 2022 causing the 
o u t a ge  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  
experience we appeal for your 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a s  a l l   
stakeholders are working hard to 
restore normal supply. "

Wh i l e  Head ,  co rpo ra te  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  E n u g u  
Electricity Distribution Company 
(EECD), Emeka Ezeh, said the 
grid collapse has thrown five 
states under the Discos 
franchise area in to total 
b l a c k o u t .  A l s o  " T h e  
management of Jos Electricity 
Distribution Company (JED), 
wishes to inform the general 
public that the current outage 
being experience is as a result of 
s y s t em co l l apse " ,  Head  
corporate communications, 
Friday Elijah said.

Some experts have advocated 
for decentralized transmission 
system like that of the united 
states' in order to end the 
preponderance of grid collapse 
in the country. Others believe 
Nigeria should continue with the 
centralized grid system like that 
of the United Kingdom. Reports 
revealed that the U.S  multiple 
system is divided into many 
parts comprising of eastern and 
western grid system, and other 
grid systems that are all 
synchronized. The country 
consist of 120,000 miles (190 
km) of lines operated by 5 0 0  
companies.  Nigeria,  like U.K,  its 
former colonial master has a 3 3 0  
k i lovo l t and 1 3 2  k i lovo l t 
transmission lines and sub-
stations spanning over 2 0 , 0 0 0  
km of transmission l ines, 
according to the Transmission 
Company of Nigeria,  TCN.

S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
decentralization of the national 
grid in the long run, national 

president of Nigeria Institute of 
Power Engineer (NIPE), Engr. 
Israel Abraham, said the 
transmission system should be 
decentralized across regions and 
that Discos should be expanded 
from the current 11 units to 37, 
serving each State and the FCT 
to address the prevalent system 
of collapses. Others suggested 
that there is need for grid 
monitoring tools as the federal 
government through the 
Ministry's statement admitted 
the lack of them, especially the 
supervisory control and Data

Acquisition System (SCADA) to 
quickly isolate Nationwide 
outages. The various advocates 
for the decentralization of 
electricity system in Nigeria 
might not be far from reach if 
anything is to go by what 
President Buhari said recently, in 
an interview with Bloomberg 
News. According to the President 
the federal government has 
commenced the decentralization 
of the national grid to address 
the challenges of power supply 
across the country. He stated 
t h a t  " g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  
earmarked $550 million for the 
provision of 20,000 standalone 
solar system (SHs) and solar 
Hybrid mini-grid in at least 250 
locations across the country.

Available statistics from the 
independent system operator 
(ISO), a sect ion of the 
Transmission Company of 
Nigeria, TCN, shows that in nine 
years (from 2013 to 2022), the 
national grid system has 

recorded 115 system collapses. 
This was the period when the 
power sector utilities have been 
privatized. Random picks shows 
that there were 42 of such 
collapses in just a year (2010) 
and over 10 events every year 
until 2020.

Further analysis however 
indicate that the system or grid 
collapsed has declined in the last 
few years as only four collapses 
occured in 2020, while two were 
recorded in 2021, being the 
lowest so far. However, three 
have been recorded already in 
less than a year, between March 
and june this year, mostly as a 
result of poor gas to Gencos, in 
the first instance while the 
second collapse was traced to 
the vandal ism of  power 
transmission tower in Benin, Edo 
state, and the third in Oku Iboku 
in Akwa Ibom State.

The Electricity sector is causing 
more problems for investors in 
this economy, already, they have 
enough problems they have 
been contending with, such as 
forex, logistics, credit and 
insecurity issues. If on top of all 
that we are faced with energy 
crisis, then this might be the 
worst time to experience system 
collapse because it is simply 
unbearable. This is even more 
critical for businesses that are 
energy intensive, mostly those 
in production, IT, Telecoms and 
banks, it's a major issue for the 
economy and the welfare of 
Nigerians. 

Consumers must not be made 

to bear for the inefficiency of the 
Discos, consumers must be 
compensated for loss of 
electricity over the decline in 
power services as there is a 
contract due   to the service 
base tariff, which means that 
consumers should pay only for 
what they get. With all the 
contractual failure by the power 
sector value chain to give powers 
to Nigerian consumers, there is 
sti l l  no compensation to 
consumers for poor services. 
Customers are being illegally 
migrated from Band C and Band 
D to Band A and B and B 
Nationwide, even with the failure 
to deliver on the contract/service 
based tariff, Customers are 
mechanically configured and 
shortchange.

According to my findings, no 
c u s t o m e r  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  
distribution companies (Discos) 
had been getting 22/16 hours of 
electricity and steady 10 hours 
attached to each of the tariff 
bands. All the considerations and 
key indicators have failed 
roundly due to gas constraints, 
grid constraints, vandalism of 
gas to power infrastructure and 
vandalism of critical electricity 
grid value chain infrastructure, 
among others. In the face of all 
these,  customers b i l l ing 
classifications are illegally being 
jerked up.

A world Bank sponsored report 
in 2021 showed that 85 million 
Nigerians are not connected to 
the grid, and that Nigeria losses 
about $29 billion annually due to 

erratic power supply. This is a 
significant amount of money 
which could be used to improve 
the economy and enhance living 
conditions of Nigerians.  At the 
m o m e n t ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
transmission grid is owned and 
managed by government 
through the TCN. Government 
needs to invest in modern 
technology for surveillance and 
monitoring of the grid and to 
safeguard it against vandalism. 
Government and the power 
operators, residents and 
security operatives should 
deepen synergy to intercept 
vandals before they execute 
their acts.

The transmission company of 
Nigeria can upgrade and 
increase transformer capacity 
which will reduce the issue of 
load rejections, the Nigeria 
lawmakers had earlier supported 
the constitutional amendment 
bill to allow state governments 
to generate and transmit their 
own electricity, this will present 
an opportunity to investors and 
industries to participate in the 
Nigerian energy market. Also the 
states or businesses can 
transmit excess supply to the 
national grid, modern smart grid 
would allow data to flow between 
consumers and electricity 
retailers, this  will enable grid 
operators to match electricity 
supply with demand, understand 
consumer behavior and plan grid 
expansion.

Timothy Joseph is of the 
Ministry of Information and 
Communication

The National electricity grid has collapsed again, throwing the country in to total blackout the fifth time in 2022, the grid broke down on 
Sunday 12, June around 6:49 pm leading to shutdown of the outgoing electricity feeders of some distribution companies. You recalled 
Nigeria's power grid collapsed twice in March and twice in April this year, making the power generation on the system to fluctuate due to 
various concerns such as gas constraint, water management challenges, gas pipeline vandalism,  among others. TIMOTHY JOSEPH, writes.

National grid collapse, one too many 

















IT need to be stated from the  

set here that Nigeria has 

v irtual ly everything in 

abundance. The abundance of 

its God-given resources is 

fantastically amazing. In all 

sectors of human socio-

economic endeavour, Nigeria 

can hold its head high. Hence 

the quoloqual saying that 

“Naija no dey chop last” is a 

truism. What about its 

cashcow, petroleum? Think 

abou t  myr i ad  m ine ra l  

resources under its earth? 

What about its seemingly 

unhindered agr icultural  

exploits? And fancy the many 

tourists sites that adorn the 

length and breadth of the 

country then you are already 

in paradise.
In spite of al l  these 

potentials, Nigeria is a 

paradox. For instance, with its 

vast landmass and the farm 

produce  there in ,  food  

shortages have been the 

country's difficulty and where 

available, the exorbitant 

prices of the food items are 

prohibitive to the common 

man. Eating thrice a day is 

o u t  o f  t h e  m e n u  

arrangements in majority of 

homes in Nigeria. Hence, 

families now adopt the eating 

decided to release water 

through its pipes perhaps 

after two or three months, the 

residents scavenge as if it is 

not the same water board that 

affirmed “water is life.” And 

the committing repercussion 

of not having a clean, safe 

drinking water is certainly the 

streets must groan under the 

suffocating condition.
Then, enter the almighty 

naira scarcity. In organized 

and decent climes, the 

country's currency is a thing 

of pride. Periodic branding 

and redes ign  o f  such  

currencies is therefore in line 

with global financial best 

practices. However, the 

Nigerian experience recently 

proved a disaster. To say that 

Nigerians suffered with the 

Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 

policy of Naira rebranding and 

r e d e s i g n  u n d e r  t h e  

governorship of Mr. Godwin 

E m e f i e l e  i s  a n  

understatement. Indeed, 

Nigerians are still licking their 

wounds.
As stated earlier, there is 

nothing bad about the policy 

of rebranding and redesign of 

the Naira as it is in conformity 

with international best 

practices. This is not the first 

time that the country had 

embarked on this policy. What 

went wrong this time around? 

Was the Central Bank of 

Nigeria really prepared for the 

exercise? Or was there 

sabotage along the way? 
It is disheartening that 

depositors cannot have 

access to their monies. 

Imagine a situation like this: 

You have in your account one 

hundred thousand naira and 

you are confronted with a 

serious problem of fifty 

thousand naira. You go to the 

bank and you are told you can 

only access twenty thousand 

naira only. For crying out loud, 

how are you going to solve the 

problem? Rationing naira for 

depositors as a result of cash 

crunch? What a shame!
It is high time government 

puts its acts together, look at 

the pros and cons of its 

intended policies before 

implementation. The latest 

Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 

Na i ra  r eb rand i ng  and  

redesign has provided a 

monumental disaster and 

shame. And of course, policy 

somersault is not a good 

image for any country under 

the sun! 

formular we used in the 

university over three decades 

ago -101,110,011. It is so 

sad, indeed.
Water they say is life . In my 

neighbourhood and environs, 

water scarcity has become a 

dreadful  n ightmare to 

residents. Simply put, 

residents rely on water 

vendors whose sources are 

quiet questionable. Or 

boreholes where such exists. 

Even at this commotion and 

confusion that usually ensure 

calls for concern. For the 

water vendors one has to give 

advance booking in most 

instances. And for the 

borehole whose price is 

relatively cheaper, one has to 

wake up as early as 4:00 a.m. 

get the piece of the action.
One is talking from a 

position of a participant 

observer. Since money is 

involved it is alleged that 

those who do not have the 

cash often resort to stream 

and polluted rivers nearly for 

cooking, washing and bathing 

i n  t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d s .  

Whenever the water board 

outbreak of diseases.
Petroleum and its other 

sister products have remained 

the live-wire of the nation's 

economy since independence. 

The persistent and consistent 

scarcity of the product over 

t h e  y e a r s  h a s  h a d  

monumental negative effects 

on the lives and well-being of 

the people. Virtually all 

sectors of the economy 

depends on the petroleum 

sub-sector, therefore, the 

stability of that sector is of 

paramount importance. 

However, the vulnerability of 

the sector is all too discerning. 

Scarcity of petroleum and 

petroleum products in Nigeria 

has constituted a big dent on 

the image of the country. Sad, 

indeed!
Needless to say, the prices of 

commodities and services are 

closely tied to the prices and 

availability of petrol and its 

sister products in the market. 

Whenever there is hike in the 

price of petrol, certainty, 

there would be a spiral effect 

on other goods and services. 

Alas, the poor masses on the 
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VICTOR   ALI

Nigeria as Federal Republic of scarcity

IT first came to us as a new 
born baby over two decades 
ago and we so accepted it with 
great nostalgia because it 
brought a new dimension that 
eased communication and 
connectivity. At first, there 
were no smart phones and it 
somehow regulated the 
possible excesses of the 
present days' predicament 
that has to do with internet 
fraud that is causing great 
harm to the political journey 
as Nigerians.
  It would be recalled that, 

Chief Olusegun Obasanjo in 

the year 2001, took Nigerian 
Communication Sector to a 
new dimension after decades 
of living without global link. 
When the Global Satellite 
Mobile Network popularly 
k n o w n  a s  G S M  w a s  
i n t r odu ced ,  N i g e r i a n s  
embraced it with both hands, 
because they felt they were 
part of globalized information 
technology.
 Today, the number of 

people using smart phones 
have out weigh those using 
the analogue phones and the 
pe r cen tage  o f  Mob i l e  
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
subscribers in Nigeria is over 
90% and it proved how much 
we have accepted GSM as our 
way of communication. 
 It has no doubt impacted 

positively on the lives of 
Nigerians considering the fact 
that it enables for effective 
communication not only in 
cities but even in rural areas 
where network is available 
and they can now use their 
mobile phones to do many 
things including making voice 
c a l l s ,  s e n d i n g  s h o r t  
messages, services and other 
high level of services like, 
transmitting and receiving 
still and line images, watching 
live events from any part of 

the world etc.
  However, this celebrated 

fits has also come with its ills 
that started impact ing 
negatively on the overall 
gains. We are now miss-using 
GSM and it is impacting 
negatively on us both 
politically and otherwise. It 
has become a practical tool for 
self-destruction to the point 
that every smart phone user 
can sit down in his comfort 
room and cook any fake news, 
unguided story and send to 
the open internet space not 
minding the cost implication.
 When INEC came out with 

the Presidential, National 
Assembly, Governorship and 
State Houses of Elections' 
Time Table, all the dried 
leaves from the desert forced 
themselves to survive using 
dew to push their ways to the 
battle field. That was the 
beg inn ing o f  throwing 
missiles at each other up till 
date.
 The most worrisome of it all 

is, how religious leaders also 
key into this act of character 
assassination that has caused 
all forms of unrest in our 
communit ies.  Rel ig ious 
leaders who by right are 
supposed to be apolitical now 

use the internet to sent 
messages that are unguided 
and misleading or fake 
information.
 It is quite unfortunate that 

the display of our shameless 
extremism in everything has 
been what denied us the 
opportunity to logically think 
before rushing to publish what 
we know nothing about. It was 
for this reason that President 
Muhammadu Buhari, was 
brought on board because of 
the series of hate speeches 
and character assassination 
using the internet against 
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan.
 Unfortunately for PMB, the 

same train and  tools used 
against GEJ resurfaced and all 
through his tenure, the good 
intention he might have had 
for Nigerians was distracted 
with volumes of unpalatable 
condemnations and his 8 
years in office went down the 
drain without anything 
reasonable. Whether it is for 
the good and development of 
cit izens, no reasonable 
consideration was given to 
change our suffering.
 There is no denying the fact 

that, more of this ugly incident 
will continue because we have 
deliberately positioned our 

mindsets on celebrating bad 
news than the good one’s and 
i t  has  den ied  us  the  
opportunity to see things from 
positive perspectives than 
just hearsays and has affected 
the mindsets of so called 
respected personalities who 
have gone through the peak of 
the four corners of class 
rooms.
  In fact, right thinking minds 

keep asking questions if there 
were any regulatory structure 
in Nigeria that monitors the 
excesses of those who pour 
out inciting words causing 
disaffection among people? 
Could it be that the regulatory 
body is part of it and cannot 
a r r e s t  t h o s e  c a u s i n g  
disharmony among us? This 
quest ion  needs  to  be  
answered to give Nigerians 
hope that the future is safe.
 The 10th National Assembly 

should swing into action and 
ensure that a Special Bill is 
sponsored and passed into 
law to address the ills in it this 
internet misuse for us to nip in 
the bud. We have no any 
Country or home than Nigeria 
and if we destroy it, it will not 
only affect our generation, but 
generation to come and we 
may not be safe to contain it. 
May God save Nigeria!
  

Social Media and a divisive Nigeria

By Ezekiel Dontinna
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THE Holy Bible in Psalm 116:15 

meaningfully acknowledges the 

fact that “precious in the sight of 

the Lord is the death of His 

Saints.” To further buttress this 

ultimate datum, it is also a reality 

that  Christ does not apprize the 

death of any doubter even as 

heavens rejoice over anyone who 

diligently served Him and transits 

back home for eternal rest when 

and or after his/her job is done 

with here on earth.
Based on this premise, it is the 

desire of any Christian to ensure 

that he or she ends this salvation 

journey well even as we continue 

to work out our salvation under 

the grace of God as Christ tarries. 

Therefore, anytime death comes 

calling for the prepared, there is 

great joy knowing quite too well 

that our efforts shall never go 

unrewarded both here on earth 

and the great beyond. Despite 

this extensive optimism in Christ, 

the author and finisher of our 

faith, the death of a loved one is 

always regarded as an un-

compressible tragedy.
Though the general consolation 

in Christendom is the practical 

perception that to die in Christ is 

a tremendous gain, accepting the 

reality and consequences of 

death usually sends shivers down 

the spine of loved ones. 

Sometimes, many comforted due 

take a long time to recover them 

such a rude stock and its adverse 

effect on the entire family. This 

was the exact situation the family 

of the Justice Sabo Buge of 

b l e s s e d  m e m o r y  f o u n d  

themselves in after the sudden 

demise of their grandmother, 

mother and pillar, Mrs. Na'omi 

Sabo Buge, Nee Atinga who went 

to be with the Lord her creator 

last week. Na'omi Buge was not 

only a pillar to her family and the 

church but throughout her life 

affected many souls positively on 

earth. But again, the deceased’s 

consistent engagements in the 

Lord's vineyard is a testament of 

the level of commitment to her 

creator during her lifetime on 

earth.
No wonder, the congregational 

hymn which was hummed during 

her funeral rites in church 

“Nearer, my God to thee, nearer 

to Thee E'en though it be a cross 

that raised me. Still all my song 

shall be nearer, my God, to thee. 

Nearer, my God, to Thee. Nearer 

to Thee,” holistically depicts the 

passion the deceased had for 

Christ. She no doubt had a 

lifelong experience and comfort 

in the arms of the Lord Almighty 

as she had quite an interesting 

journey where Christ was the 

center of her existence. This was 

the kind of life the late Mrs. 

Naomi Sabo Buge lived and died 

for, a well principled life full of 

blessings and tremendous 

service to humanity.      
The late Mrs. Na'omi Sabo Buge 

was born into the family of 

Mallam Atinga Deki, one of the 

pioneer scholars of Irigwe land in 

Bassa Local Government Area of 
Midwifery School in 1973 and 

subsequently graduated as a 

State Specialist 

Hosp i ta l  as  a  

Senior Matron and 

eventually retired 

in the year 2000. 
D u r i n g  h e r  

Nursing career, 

the deceased used 

this opportunity to 

propagate the 

gospel of Christ 

reaching out to 

many lost souls for 

Christ.  This is 

aside her diligence  

working in the 

lord's vineyard. 

Interestingly, the 

deceased’s salvation journey 

started after she accepted Christ 

as her savior and was baptized at 

COCIN Church Shendam by a 

onetime President, Dr. Alexander 
st

Lar on the 1  December, 1968. 

She eventually continued to 

participate in numerous activities 

both within and outside the 

church though her main 

constituency was the ECWA 

Women Fellowship. 
Owing to the fact that she was 

completely passionate about the 

women ministry, Buge was 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  g i v e n  t h e  

opportunity to serve in various 

leadership capacities right from 

the Local Church Council to the 

District Church Council of the 

Women Fe l lowsh ip  which 

includes the first Women 

Fellowship leader at ECWA 

Church Hwolshe from 1991 to 

1993, Treasurer, ECWA Women 

Fellowship, LCC Tudun Wada 

from 1993 to 1997 and the 

Financial Secretary, ECWA Jos 

DCC from 1997 to 2004. 

Invariably, the contributions of 

the deceased to the growth and 

development of Jos DCC Women 

Fellowship and the advisory role 

she played in the church would 

forever remain dear to the hearts 

of many. 
As God planned, Na'omi got 

married to Hon. Justice Sabo 

Buge of blessed memory on the 
th

24  April 1976 at ECWA Bishara 1 

Miango and their marriage was 

blessed with six children. Among 

the children are Mr. Esau S. Buge, 

Mr. Yakubu Buge, Barrister 

Hannatu Buge, Mrs. Jummai 

Bitrus, and Engr. Bulus S. Buge. 

Others are Miss. Esther J. Buge, 

foster daughter, Mr. Job Buge, 

foster son, Mrs. Vawa Samuel 

Buge, Daughter, Mr. Bitrus Pam, 

son-in-law and Mr. Elijah Bitrus, 

grandson including sisters, in-

laws, friends and many relations. 

Their marriage was spectacular 

as both were inseparable who 

stood by each other through thick 

and thin until her husband was 

called to be with the Lord on the 
th

14  October 2015.
In their tribute to Na'omi Buge, 

the children in laws noted that “ 

you are a great woman, full of 

strength. If we were given 

another opportunity, we will 

choose you over and over, for a 

mother. You have always been 

there, you become full cover and 

did greatly when daddy left us. 

You never relent, you encouraged 

us, you provided for us even 

when there was nothing. Nothing 

can be compared to the love of a 

mother. You kept strong faith 

even in tough situations.” For 

former General Manager of 

PRTVC, Bulus Rogo, the late 

virtuous woman, a grandmother 

and mother would be sorely 

missed by all following her great 

contributions to the church and 

humanity. According to him, the 

deceased left an exemplary life 

worthy of emulation and prayed 

God to grant her eternal rest in 

the bosom of the Lord.

r dPlateau State on the 3  

December 1953 and the fifth out 

of nine children. Much later in life, 

between 1960-1967,  the 

d e c e a s e d  e n r o l l e d  a n d  

subsequently obtained her 

Primary Seven Certificate from 

Nkie-Chinge Primary School and 

proceed to GGSS Shendam 

between 1968-1972 where she 

obtained her General Certificate 

of Education, (GCE). 
After her secondary School 

education, she got an admission 

into the then Jos Nursing and 

registered Nurse in 1977. No 

doubt, the deceased had a 

remarkably fulfilled career as a 

Nurse and picked several other 

lucrative appointments in the 

General Hospital Pankshin but in 

a bid to move closer to her family 

she came back to the ECWA 

Evangel Hospital popularly 

known as Jan-Kwano now equally 

known as Bingham University 

Teaching Hospital in 1981 where 

she served as a senior Matron. In 

1995, Buge took another 

appointment with the Plateau 

Na'omi Buge: A faithful servant goes home

By BULUS GAMBO

Late Mrs. Buge
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Nigeria’s Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, SAN, Governor Simon Bako 
Lalong, CON, his Deputy, Prof. Sonni Gwanle Tyoden and others at the 
opening of the lecture

Cross section of Plateau State government officials at the lecture

Nigeria Labour Congress, Plateau State Chairman, Comrade Manji Eugene 
with his Vice, Comrade Sunday Akinfolarin

His Majesty, Da Jacob Gyang Buba, CFR, Gbong Gwom Jos with others at 
the maiden lecture

Commander, Operation Safe Haven, Major General Ali Ibrahim and GOC 3 
Armoured Division with other invited dignitaries

Director General of NIPSS, Prof. Ayo Omotayo (left) presenting 
sourvenier to the Guest Lecturer, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, SAN while 
Governor Lalong applauds

Nigeria’s Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, SAN delivering the public 
lecture

Cross section Senior Executive Course 45, 2023, NIPSS listening to the 
lecture by Prof. Osinbajo
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PROF. OSINBAJO DELIVERS LECTURE
Nigeria’s Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo on Monday delivered lecture titled, “Creating Homeland for All: Nation Building in a Diverse 

Democracy is part of Policy Making and Good Governance lecture series initiated by the National Instituted for Policy and Strategic Studies 
(NIPSS) Kuru, Jos for the SEC 45 participants
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Odd World

ONE of the most respected erudite 
scholars of recent times, Prof. Patrice 
Emery Lumumba was once quoted as 
saying, “The tragedy with Africa is that 
those with ideas are not in power, while 
those in power have no ideas. When the 
people have a chance, they still vote for 
those with no ideas.” For many who 
have followed with keen interest the 
silhouette criticisms offered by this 
scholar, it is daunting on us that some 
African states are far off the track of 
p r o g r e s s  a n d  o r  s y s t e m a t i c  
integration. Therefore, much needs to 
be done in terms of implementing 
strategic polices of good governance to 
salvage our nation states from 
plummeting into anarchy, chaos and or 
total collapse.

During several of his lamentations, 
Prof. Lumumba always apportioned 
blames on our leaders who due to acts 
of administrative ingenuity contributed 
to the socio-economic and political 
retardation of this continent. Evidently, 
the continuous clinching to power of 
these  visionless and corrupt leaders in 
Africa  have but only succeeded in 
turning back the hands of time.

Some of these leaders who got the 
opportunity of leading their nations on 
the platter of gold have regrettably not 
been able to justify such opportunities. 
Between the early 1960's to late 70's, 
successive military takeover of 
governments across the continent saw 
the growing number of military 
dictators which led to the emergence of 
stooges and evil men of thoughts 
brutally engaging many democratic 
oppositionists leading to the death of 
hundreds of thousands.  Few lucky 
ones were however able to escape into 
exile after knowing too well that their 
lives were in danger.

Most of these despots including the 
late Idi Amin of Uganda, Mubutu Sese 
Seko, Charles Talyor, Muammar 
Qadhafi including Joseph Kony, the 
Ugandan warlord, all never gave a 
thought about the nation’s collective 
wellbeing. 

In fact, Kony was one of the tyrannical 
warlords who disrupted, dehumanized 
and terrorized the people of the 
continent through his brutal leadership 
style. No doubt, his atrocities left a 
deep-seated hatred and ethnic divide 
amongst the citizenry.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y,  N i g e r i a  a l s o  
experienced such acts of brutality 
when the military held sway. While 
several innocent citizens of this 
country were unjustifiably jailed and or 
killed, others who escaped these 
despotic regimes went on exile to save 
their lives.   

In most recent years however, the 
transition of most of these African 
nations into democratic nation states 
have further entrenched democratic 
governance with great expectations.  
Many scholars had however hoped at 
initial stage that the democratization of 
African nation states would create 
fundamental   stability and add value 
to the people of the continent. Thus, 
the coming of democracy to most 
nations of the continent after so much 
struggle and sacrifice was initially 
regarded a great relief to pro-
autonomy and visionary scholars.

While democratic establishments in 

some countries have led to the 
actualization of concrete pil lars 
revamping basic institutional structures 
for greater prospects, some unfortunate 
nation states have equally been left aloft 
at the mercy of their corrupt and 
visionless leaders. Today, many of such 
emerging leaders based on greed and 
acts of personal aggrandizement have 
looted resources meant for the 
b e t t e r m e n t  o f  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s .  
Consequently, while their citizens 
continue to wallow in dehumanizing 
abject poverty, they have only 
concentrated on buying expensive 
castles abroad and participating neck-
deep into more acts of economic 
sabotage.    

In Nigeria, I have taken more time to 
scrutinize the long list of our leaders who 
have governed this nation for decades 
but not made the desired impact. In the 
midst of both economic and human 
resources Nigeria is blessed with; more 
than half of the nation's population is 
today living far below poverty line. Aside 
the biting difficulties of unemployment, 
insecurity and economic uncertainly, our 
educational sector is in total muddle. 
Just within a month, our national grid 
failed us twice sending strong signals 
that all is not well with our power sector.

Aside the rampaging activities of 
terrorists that have refused to allow us 
have a sound sleep; hardly a day passes-
by without any of us being told of one act 
of kidnapping and or armed robbery in 
this country. These unpleasant 
p h e n o m e n a  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  
overwhelming us because of the simple 
fact that we are yet to put our act 
together. To say the least, many have 
attested to the obvious fact that the 
citizens of this country have not allowed 
God to bless us with good leaders.

When our founding fathers were 
struggling to liberate this nation from the 
claws of colonial subjugation, they 
dreamed of a nation which after them 
would navigate itself and become a giant 
of Africa. Many of these past leaders of 
ours never anticipated for once that after 
they had gone, this country would be left 
fumbling in such an woeful and 
disgusting manner today.

After Nigeria's independence, the tales 
of this nation state has frighteningly 
continued to create an atmosphere of 
uncertainly as well as bash the hopes and 
aspirations of many. Today, Nigeria has 
become a nation state which requires all 
our prayers for it to overcome these 
difficult contemporary challenges. Some 
of these problems bedeviling us as a 
people were however unfortunately 
created by us.

Even as many citizens are yet to 
comprehend where the leaders of the 
country went wrong for us to deserve 
these unending calamities, some of 
them buried under the rubbles of a near 
failed state do know that only the 
citizenry can open a new chapter when 
the needful is done. Therefore, all we 
need to do to change Nigeria's disgusting 
narrative is to vote leaders with visions 
and intellectual capacity. Though it may 
take a long time to bring the nation back 
on track, with sincere commitments, 
sacrifice and total disregard to religious 
and regional sentiments, we can 
navigate the nation out of its present 
predicament for the better.

A woman has opened 

up about how she broke 

her pregnancy news to 

her best friend while 

simultaneously asking 

her to be godmother, 

through an adorable gift 

that left her friend 

feeling emotional 
It can be a nerve-

wracking moment - 

revealing to your best 

m a t e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  

pregnant.
But one woman proved 

just how important 

female friendship is 

a f t e r  s h a r i n g  a  

heartwarming video of 

her presenting a gift to 

her female friend on 

Galentine’s Day.
T h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  

traditionally takes place 

t h e  d a y  b e f o r e  

Valentine's Day - and 

one woman used the 

day to announce her 

pregnancy while asking 

her to be godmother to 

her unborn child. 

Hilariously, a waitress 

in the restaurant got the 

wrong end of the stick 

after coming over - 

l eav ing  peop l e  i n  

h y s t e r i c s  a t  h e r  

comment.
TikTok user Alexys - 

who goes  by  the  

username dyslexya - 

shared a clip of her best 

friend opening up her 

gifts, which included a 

cute box of chocolate 

with a cat picture on it. 
Reaching into the gift 

bag once again, the 

friend pulled out a black 

cup wrapped in pink 

t i s sue paper.  She 

initially looked stunned, 

reading a message that 

followers couldn't see.
Then she finally opens 

up the lid, revealing a 

positive pregnancy test 

inside.
It was at this moment 

that the waitress came 

o v e r ,  g e t t i n g  

completely the wrong 

end of the stick and - to 

their great amusement 

- asking if it was 

"something kinky".
All the while, the friend 

appears to be nearly 

speechless with joy and 

surprise, tearing up as 

Alexys captured the 

moment on camera.
In the comments 

section, Alexys - a 

boudoir photographer - 

explained that the cup 

b o r e  t h e  w o r d s ,  

"Spooky Godmother" in 

purple glitter
The emotional clip has 

been liked more than 

1.4 million times and 

left people feeling very 

emotional at the sweet 

clip.
One follower added: 

"What a sweet best 

friend!!!" while another 

a p p r o v i n g l y  

commented: "And this 

i s  why  she ' s  t he  

godmum".

People in stitches after 
pregnancy announcement

‘Leaders with ideas not in power’



THIS is a question of social 
identity. Social identity or group 
identity simply refers to how you 
define who you are in relation to 
your membership of a particular 
group and the value (e.g. self-
esteem, sense of belonging) and 
emotion (e.g. happiness, hope, 
comfort) you derive from 
belonging to that group (Tafjel, 
1978). For example, if you are 
asked, “who are you?” and you 
say, “I am a Christian,” or “I am a 
Muslim,” or “I am Zaar by tribe,” 
you are stating your social identity 
as opposed to individual identity 
which would be mainly your name, 
your gender, or anything peculiar 
to you alone. Being a communal 
culture mainly, social identity 
normally overrides personal 
identity. This is why a sense of 
honor and shame (social) rather 
than gui l t  and innocence 
(personal) are the major 
determinants of people's actions, 
attitudes, and assessment of right 
or wrong. It accounts for why 
people feel less guilty if they can 
get away with corruption without 
being caught. Depending on the 
situation and place, we answer the 
social identity question “who are 
you (we)?” differently, since we 
belong to different social groups. 
But if you were to re-arrange 
these multiple social identities, 
which one would be first and which 
one would be last? 

IS THERE A “ N I G E R I A N  
NATIONAL IDENTITY?”

Is there such a thing as “Nigerian 
National Identity?” An average 
Nigerian, in my estimation, has at 
least five significant multifaceted 
y e t  i n t e r t w i n e d  ( b u t  
unequal)identities that play out 
more in communal or societal life, 
and which have significant impact 
on national solidarity, peace, and 
deve l opmen t .  Those  f i ve  
multifaceted identities include: 
clan identity (e.g. Nghasiti and 
Morass among the Zaar people of 
Tafawa Balewa, Bauchi state), 
tribal identity (e.g. Ngas, Alago, 
Ibibio), religious identity (e.g. 
Christian, Muslim), regional 
ident i ty (e.g.  Northerner,  
Southerner, Middle-Belter), and 
national identity (e.g. Nigerian). 
However, two of these identities 
seem to be more prominent and 
salient to many, if not majority, of 
Nigerians, namely, religious and 
tribal identities. A simple indicator 
to this fact is that, most cases of 
terrorism and violent conflicts in 
Nigeria are religious and/or ethnic 
motivated. For example, the case 
of Boko Haram and the violent 
c on f l i c t s  be tween  Fu l an i  
herdsmen and farming tribes like 
the Tiv, Berom, etc. trope 

Hence, it is accountable to argue 
that terrorism and ethno-religious 
conflicts in Nigeria are primarily a 
function of “negative solidarity” 
that results from a sense of ethnic 
and religious social identity at the 
expense of national identity. In 
such a case, people regard their 
religious, sectorial, or ethnic 
identity as the most salient 

identity which deserves their 
absolute loyalty at all costs. As a 
result, any perceived disrespect 
or threat to that social group 
from outsiders is treated with 
extreme force, leading to 
terrorism and ethno-religious 
conflicts. 

NEGOTIATING A TAPESTRY 
OF IDENTITIES: SALIENCE 
AND TROPE OF NATIONAL 
IDENTITY

For a multi-religious, multi-
cultural, and secular nation (as 
N i g e r i a  s e l f - i d e n t i f i e s  
constitutionally) to foster 
peaceful co-existence, national 
s o l i d a r i t y,  and  na t i ona l  
development, it is time we 
renegotiate and promote a 
national identity above any other 
identity, at least in public 
domains. The good news is, 
promoting national identity in 
public domains above any other 
sense of social identity does not 
diminish the value of other social 
identities that we hold dearly. 
Instead, it places them in their 
rightful contexts, where they will 
find utmost expression without 
negatively affecting “the other” 
nor disrupting peace and 
stability. Promoting national 
identity as the salient social 
identity would imply conscious 
efforts in making national 
symbols more conspicuous and 
religious and cultural symbol less 
conspicuous in public spheres. 
While both Christians and 
Muslims in Nigeria are actively 
trying to outdo each other in 
public visibility, evident in the 
way churches and Mosques are 
situated in strategic locations in 
cities and towns, worship in 
public spaces are promoted, and 
church worship and Sallah 
programs are done using loud 
speakers that compete to out-
loud others, it is time to pause 
and ask ourselves: have 
o u r c o m p e t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  

externalities contributed more to 
mutual understanding or rivalry, 
mutual trust or distrust, peaceful 
co-existence or conflicts? The 
answer seems obvious, right? 
The more religious and ethnic-
conscious Nigeria becomes, the 
more we experience religious 
extremism and ethnic bigotry 
that promote violence in forms of 
terrorism and ethno-religious 
conflicts. This calls for a 
renegotiation of our sense of 
identity. 

W A Y  F O R W A R D :  
DEVELOPING A MORAL 
VISION FOR “THE NIGERIAN 
IDENTITY”

From my stay, study, and 
interactions with people in 
different developed countries 
(Germany, UK, USA, Belgium, 
among others), I have observed 
that a sense of national identity 
has been entrenched in their 
thought-pattern such that 
majority of the citizens regard 
their national identity as their 
salient identity, and every other 
sense  o f  soc ia l  ident i ty  
contributes or functions in the 
service of national identity. 
National identity is unmistakably 
the only umbrella identity that 
can promote peace, cross-body 
s o l i d a r i t y,  and  na t i ona l  
development. 

N A T I O N A L  C A R D I N A L  
VIRTUES? A CASE FOR A 
V I R T U E - O R I E N T E D  
NIGERIAN IDENTITY

Developing a national identity, 
however, requires articulating 
national “cardinal virtues.” To 
develop national cardinal virtues, 
we can glean wisdom from 
ancient Greek philosophers (e.g. 
Plato, Aristotle, the Stoics) who 
articulated four cardinal virtues 
that would summarize all other 
virtues: wisdom, courage, self-
control, justice. These virtues 
were considered necessary for 
human flourishing. Those 

cardinal virtues provided the 
moral compass that would guide 
every unit of society to contribute 
to peaceful co-existence. The 
Greek cardinal virtues, however, 
need to be contextualized to 
address the peculiarities and 
quandaries of the Nigerian state. 

In view of the current 
multifaceted and competing 
identities and the state of 
terrorism and ethno-religious 
conflicts in Nigeria, what virtues 
do you think should be our 
“national cardinal virtues” that 
can find expression in each 
religion and ethnicity? In my 
opinion, the following should be 
our “Nigerian cardinal virtues”: 
tolerance, peace, justice, self-
control.The National Orientation 
A g e n c y  a n d  r e l e v a n t  
g ove r nmen t a l  a nd  n on -
governmental organizations can 
champion the course of a virtue-
oriented national identity and 
engage in public awareness 
campaign. Parents and teachers 
are to complement the effort by 
integrating and inculcating these 
virtues in children at home and in 
school. Religious leaders are to 
preach and teach it to their 
congregations. Musicians, media 
personalities, artists, film 
makers and actors, etc. to 
integrate these virtues and a 
vision of national identity in their 
acts, and so on. In this way, we 
can imagine and emerge an 
overarching Nigerian national 
identity that trumps any 
“negat ive  so l idar i ty”  (E .  
Durkheim) and fosters peace, 
patriotism, national solidarity, 
and development. In this way, 
Nigerians will learn to be more in 
solidarity with virtue and their 
nation than with any other sense 
of identity. For example, if any 
office holder acts unjustly in 
g i v i n g  m o s t  p o l i t i c a l  
appointments to people from his 
tribe, religion, or region at the 

expense of the “federal  
character,” his own people will 
not stand in solidarity with him, 
but with the virtue of justice, 
and would also lend their voices 
in protesting and calling him to 
distribute political appointments 
justly, in the interest of national 
peace and development. This 
may sound like some utopian 
imagination, but it is possible. 
Rwanda is a good example of a 
nation that (a)rose from the 
ashes of a deadly ethnic-
identity-motivated genocide and 
promoted national identity 
above all other identities, which 
has resulted in sustainable 
national peace, stabil ity, 
solidarity, and development. 
Nigeria can do the same.

CONCLUSION: 
In conclusion, it is time to stop 

taking pride (and actually be 
ashamed) in being described as 
one of “the most religious 
countries in the world,” if our 
religious identity marker does 
not  promote peace and 
development. Instead, it is time 
to renegotiate the multifaceted 
identities and their resultant 
“negative solidarity,” leading to 
a “Nigerian national identity,” 
which is to be encapsulated in a 
“national cardinal virtues” of 
tolerance, peace, justice, and 
self-control, which will promote 
human flourishing. In this way, 
we can truly imagine and 
emerge a Nigeria of our dream, 
such that, when you are asked 
“who are you?” you would be 
proud to say, first, “I am a 
Nigerian,” or better still, “I am 
Nigeria”(without relegating your 
religious and ethnic identities), 
because a nation is its people, 
and the people are the nation! 

R e v .  D o g a r a  I s h a y a  
Manomi, PhD. Lecturer, 
Theological College of 
Northern Nigeria (TCNN).
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Apart from saying your name, if you were asked, “who are you?” What would be your answer? Would it be about your tribe (e.g. “I 
am Zaar, Igbo, Fulani”), religion (e.g. “I am a Christian, Muslim, Traditionalist”), region (“I am a Northerner, Southerner, Middle-
Belter”), profession (“I am a teacher, nurse, politician”), social status (“I am a king, a governor, a leader”), or nationality (“I am a 
Nigerian”)? As simple as this question may sound, therein lies the root cause of most cases of terrorism, ethno-religious conflicts, 
favoritism, and nepotism in Nigeria. DOGARA ISHAYA MANOMI, writes.

Negotiating multifaceted identities for national development in Nigeria
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ALL thanks and adorations are 

due to Allah, the Most-High, the 

Sustainer and Cherisher of the 

universe. May His bounties and 

blessings be upon His noble 

Prophet, Muhammad Sallallahu 

'a la ih i  Wa-  Sa l l am ,  h i s  

households, companions and all 

that followed his footprints till 

the day of Resurrection.
Mr. Chairman Sir, invited 

guests ,  d ign i tar ies ,  and 

members of the general public 

present here, permit me to join 

o t h e r  w e l l - w i s h e r s  i n  

congratulating the Muslim 

Ummah for witnessing yet 

another blessed month of 

Ramadan.
It indeed gives me pleasure to 

be here today, not because I am 

the best, or the best person that 

can do justice to this topic, but 

rather to contribute the very 

little I have in the struggle of re-

defining and re-awakening the 

Muslims, traders, businessmen 

and women. 
Mr. Chairman Sir, the topic 

chosen for today's presentation 

i s  t i m e l y,  t a k i n g  i n t o  

consideration the numerous 

cha l lenges we faced as  

individuals and communities in 

the way we conduct ourselves, 

before, during and after 

Ramadan. The role and duties or 

the expectations of a Muslim 

t r a d e r  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  

overemphasized. We all agree, 

as individuals and communities 

that, in some quotas today, all is 

not well in terms of the proper 

way of handling or managing our 

businesses. 
Mr. Chairman Sir, it is my firm 

belief that, as Muslims and 

followers of the Sunnah of 

Prophet Muhammad SAW we will 

get it right, now and forever, 

when we submit totally to the 

teachings of Allahu Subhanahu 

Wa-Ta'ala, and align ourselves 

with the Sunnah of Prophet 

Muhammad Sallallahu 'alaihi 

Wa- Sallam, we will overcome 

these challenges and have a 

brighter future. This paper shall 

look at Islam and Trade, Ethics 

and Characteristics of a Muslim 

Trader.
Ethics and Characteristics 

of a Muslim trader
Trust, is the first quality of a 

Muslim trader, rather, it is more 

important than financial wealth 

(cash). His trustworthiness 

shall earn him moral immunity 

and an unshakable balance in 

his life. An adage says: “He who 

fulfills the trust, shares with 

people their money”.
What is the benefit of a trader 

who lacks trust, even if he has a 

lot of money, as long as 

whoever deals with him is not 

safe from treachery or 

betrayal? And what about his 

faith and religion: when he 

prays in a place that does not 

belong to him, or performs 

ablution with water that he 

does not own, or sleeps while 

the  oppressed  i s  busy  

complaining about him to Allah, 

the Almighty? Said the Most 

High: 
  óäæõÚ?óÑ ?ãöå öÏ?åóÚóæ ?ãöåöÊ?óä?óãóö? ?ãõå  óäÜÜÜÜÜÜÜíöÐ?á?óæÜÜÜÜÜÜÜ3?

(  ¡ÌÑÇÚãáÇ)3?
And those who are faithful to 

their trusts and their covenant 

(Q 70, 32)
Trading is one of the best 

worldly works in which people 

get their livelihoods to cater for 

themselves, their families and 

dependents, and also to serve 

their communities, and what 

distinguishes the Muslim trader 

from others is his adherence to 

the core values of his religion, 

and his constant trust in his 

Lord, Allahu Subhanahu Wa-

Ta'ala.
Therefore, it was imperative 

for every Muslim trader in this 

time to know the morals, 

c o m m a n d m e n t s ,  a n d  

prohibitions that are related to 

his business. This is due to the 

spread of taboos, and the large 

number of suspicions that 

plague most transactions, that 

made some traders and 

businessmen and women to 

deviate from the pure teaching 

of Allah Subhanahu Wa-Ta'ala, 

and His noble Prophet, 

Muhammad Sallallahu 'alaihi 

Wa- Sallam. 
One of the first things that a 

Muslim trader is reminded of in 

this regard is that his trade 

(business) should not distract 

him from remembering Allah, 

the Almighty, nor from prayer, 

nor from reciting the Holy 

Qur'an, nor from fulfilling 

Allah's right to his money (alms 

giving). Allahu Subhanahu Wa-

Ta'ala has praised His faithful 

servants whose trade does not 

distract them. Said the Most 

High:
 öãÇóÞöÅóæ ö?Ü ? öÑ?ßöÐ äóÚ ñÚ?íóÈ ó?óæ ?ÉóÑ?óÌöÊ ?ãöåÜíöå?áõÊ ?? ?áÇóÌöÑ
 õÈæõáõÞ?á? öªÜíöÝ õÈ?áóÞóÊóÊ Ç?ã?æóí óäæõÝÇóÎóí öÉ?æóß?Òá? öÁ?ÇóÊíöÅóæ öÉ?æóá?Õá?

(  ¡ÑæäáÇ)  õÑ?óÕ?Èó???óæ3? 3?
M e n  w h o m  n e i t h e r  

merchandise nor selling diverts 

from the remembrance of Allah 

and the keeping up of prayer 

and the giving of poor-rate; 

they fear a day in which the 

hearts and eyes shall turn 

about. (al-Nur, 37)
And he cautioned those that 

are being carried away by their 

businesses to remember Allah 

and His teachings in their 

business premises, said the 

Exalted:
 äóÚ ?ãõßõÏ?óá?æóÃ ?ó?óæ ?ãõßõá?óæ?ãóÃ ?ãõßöå?áõÊ ó? úÇæõäóãÇóÁ óäíöÐ?á? Çóå?íóÃ??óí
 9 óäæõÑöÓ?óÎ?á? õãõå  óßöÆ??óáúæõÃóÝ óßöá?óÐ ?áóÚ?Ýóí äóãóæ ?ö?ÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÜ ? öÑ?ßöÐ

(9 ¡äæÞÝÇäãáÇ)
O you who believe! let not 

your wealth, or your children, 

d i v e r t  y o u  f r o m  t h e  

remembrance of Allah; and 

whoever does that, these are 

the losers. (al-Munafiqun, 9)
He is the one who asks and 

investigates not to enter into an 

un lawfu l  and forb idden 

transaction, whatever it is, and 

does not eat the money of the 

people with falsehood, and has 

fully submitted himself to the 

commandments of his Allah, 

while He addressed him and 

says:
 ìóáöÅ ?ÇóåöÈ úÇæõá?ÏõÊóæ öáöØ?óÈ?á?öÈ ãõßóä?íóÈ ãõßóá?óæ?ãóÃ úÇ?æõáõß?ÃóÊ ó?óæ
 ?ãõÊÜÜÜäóÃóæ öã?Ëö???öÈ öÓÇ?äÜÜÜá? öá?óæ?ãóÃ ?äöøã Ç?ÞÜÜíöÑóÝ úÇæõáõß?ÃóÊöá öãÇ?ßõÍ?á?

 .(  ¡ÉÑÞÈáÇ)  óäæõãóá?ÚóÊ?88 ?88
And do not swallow up your 

property among yourselves by 

false means, neither seek to 

gain access thereby to the 

judges, so that you may 

swallow up a part of the 

property of men wrongfully 

while you know. (al-Baqarah, 

188).
Some of the Characteristics of 

a Muslim Trader includes:
F i r s t :  H o n e s t y  a n d  

trustworthiness.  The Prophet 

of Islam, may the peace of Allah 

be upon him, said: 
 äíÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÞÏÕáÇæ äííÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÈäáÇ Úã ÞæÏÕáÇ ÑÌÇÊáÇ�

? ��  �äÓÍ  Ë?ÏÍ  áÇÞæ íÐãÑÊáÇ åÇæÑ ÁÇÏªÔáÇæ
“The honest and trustworthy 

trader is with the prophets, the 

truthful ones, and the martyrs”. 

(Narrated by Tirmidhi)
 ì?áÕõãáÇ ìáÅ ãáÜÜÓæ ªíáÚ  ?  ìáÕ  íÜÈäáÇ ÌÑÎ  ÏÜÞÝ

 ¡ÑÇÌÊáÇ ÑÜÜÔÚã Ç? :áÇÜÞÝ ¡äæÚ?ÇÜÈÊ? ÓÇäáÇ ìÃÑÝ Çðãæ?
 ÇæÚÝÑæ ¡ãáÜÓæ ªíáÚ  ?  ìáÕ  ?  áæÜÓÑá ÇæÜÈÇÌÊÓÇÝ
 äæËÚÜÜÈõ? ÑÇÌÊáÇ äÅ" :áÇÜÞÝ ¡ªíáÅ ãªóÑÇÕÜÈÃæ ãªÜÞÇäÚÃ
 ."ÞÏÕæ ¡?ÑÜÜÈæ ¡?  ìÜÞ?ÊÇ äóã ?Å ¡ÇðÑÇ?ÌõÝ ÉãÇíÜÞáÇ ãæ?
(  ¡íÐãÑÊáÇ)???0
In similar vein, Rufa'ata Bn 

Rafi' narrated that “Prophet 

Muhammad Sallallahu 'alaihi 

Wa- Sallam went out to pray, he 

saw people trading, and he 

said: “O our traders”. So they 

responded to the Messenger of 

Allah, raised their necks and 

looked at him, he said: “On the 

d a y  o f  R e s u r r e c t i o n ,  

(merchants (traders, men and 

women) will be resurrected as 

ungodly, except for those who 

fear Allah, righteous, and are 

truthful. (Tirmidhy, 1210).
Second: Keeping away from 

suspicions.
 ÈáÇØ íÜÈÃ äÜÈ íáÚ  äÜÈ äÜÓÍáÇ ¡ÏãÜÍã íÈÃ äÚ
 ìáÕ  ?  áæÜÓÑ äã ÊÙÝÜÍ :áÇÜÞ ¡ÇãªäÚ ?  íÖÑ
 äÅÝ ¡ßÜÜÈ?Ñ? ?  Çã ìáÅ ßÜÈ?Ñ? Çã ÚÏ" :ãáÜÓæ ªíáÚ  ?
 ¡íÐãÑÊáÇ åÇæÑ ."ÉÜÜÜÜÜÜÈ?Ñ ÈÐßáÇæ ¡ÉäíäÃãØ ÞÏÕáÇ

  .äÓÍ  Ë?ÏÍ  áÇÞæ
On the authority of Abu 

Muhammad, al-Hassan Bn Ali 

Bn Abi Talib, May Allah be 

pleased with them, said: 

“Leave what makes you doubt 

for what does not make you 

doubt, for truthfulness is 

reassurance, and falsehood is 

distrust”, (Tirmidhy, 2442)
Third: Giving more alms, and 

not being satisfied with the 

obligatory.
 áæÜÓÑ ÏªÚ íÝ Çäß :áÇÜÞ ¡ÉÒÑÛ íÜÈÃ äÜÈ ÓíÞ  äÚ

 ÇäÜÜÈ ÑãÝ ÉÑÜÜÓÇãÓáÇ ìãÜÜÓä ãáÜÓæ ªíáÚ  ?  ìáÕ  ?
 æª ãÜÜÜÓÇÈ ÇäÇãÜÜÓÝ ãáÜÜÓæ ªíáÚ  ?  ìáÕ  ?  áæÜÜÓÑ
 ÚíÜÜÜÜÈáÇ äÅ ¡ÑÇÌÊáÇ ÑÜÜÜÔÚã Ç?" :áÇÜÜÜÞÝ ¡ªäã  äÜÜÜÓÍÃ
 íÜÈÃ ääÓ) .ÉÞÏÕáÇÈ åæÈæÔÝ ¡ÝáÍáÇæ æÛááÇ åÑÖÍ?
 ÝáÜÍáÇ ÇªØáÇÎ? ÉÑÇÌÊáÇ íÝ ÈÇÜÈ ÚæíÜÈáÇ ÈÇÊß ¡ÏæÇÏ
(  :ãÞÑ Ë?ÏÍ  ¡æÛááÇæ33?6
On the authority of Qais bin 

Abi Ghazra, he said: during the 

Prophet's time, we were called 

brokers, so the Messenger of 

Allah, may Allah's peace and 

blessings be upon him, passed 

by us and called us by a better 

“Trading is one of the best worldly works 
in which people get their livelihoods to 
cater for themselves, their families and 
dependents, and also to serve their 
communities, and what distinguishes the 
Muslim trader from others is his adherence 
to the core values of his religion, and his 
constant trust in his Lord, Allahu 
Subhanahu Wa-Ta'ala.”

Dr. Yusuf Abdullahi Yusuf

F R A G M E N T

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

THE 

To be continued next week

Ideal role of Muslim trader before and during Ramadan
DR .YUSUF ABDULLAHI YUSUF
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