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Governor-elect, Barr. Mutfwang (left) in a handshake with Very Reverend 
Father Gabriel Gowok

Barr. Caleb Mutfwang (right) in discussion mood with the Plateau 
Northern Senatorial District elect, Hon. Dr. Simon Mwadkon Fwet during 
the visit

Cross section of worshipers during the Mass

Leader of the delegation, Rt. Hon. Abok Nuhu Ayuba (middle) Members-
elect for Jos South/Jos East, Hon. Dachung Musa Bagos (left) and that of 
Jos South State House of Assembly-elect, Hon. Dalyop Fom Gwottson

Parish Priest of St. Monica, Reverend Father Fredrick Wukari praying for 
mothers during this year’s celebration

Director General of Media and Publicity Campaign, PDP, Hon. Yiljap 
Abraham (middle) with the State PDP chairman, Hon. Chris Hassan 
(right) and Chief SB Rogo after the Mass

Members of Rt. Hon. Abok Nuhu Ayuba entourage during the visitCross section of stakeholders at the PDP caucus meeting from Jos East 
LGA

MUTFWANG CELEBRATES MOTHER’S DAY AT ST. MONICA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Plateau State Governor-elect, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang last Sunday celebrated this years’ Mother’s Day with Catholic Women Organisation at St. 

Monica’s Catholic Church, Rantya, Jos

GOVERNOR ELECT HOSTS PDP CAUCUS OF JOS EAST LGA
The Governor-elect, Plateau State, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang recently received in audience PDP Caucus of Jos East LGA, led by Rt. Hon. Abok Nuhu 

Ayuba at his official residence, JD Jang Lodge, Government House Rayfield, Jos
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News 

BY PETER TITLE 

Mutfwang

THE Governor -elect of 
Plateau State, Barrister 
C a l e b  M u t f w a n g h a s  
a p p o i n t e d  M r  M o s e s  
NwanMniand GyangBere as 
Senior Special Assistant 
(Special Duties) and Special 
A s s i s t a n t  
(Media),respectively.

U n t i l  M r N w a n ' s  
appointment,he was a 
retired Permanent Secretary 
with the Plateau State 

SENATOR I. D. Gyang has 
condemned in strong terms 
the recent resurgence of 
attacks of bandits on peace 
loving communities and law 
abiding citizens of Plateau 
State with part icular 
reference to Wereng in 
Riyom LG, Rawuru and 
Heipang in B/Ladi LG and 
Murish in Mangu LG.

This was contained in a 
statement signed by Daniel 
Dem, Senior Legislative 
Aide to Senator I. D. Gyang 

Senator condemns resurgence
 of terror attacks

THE two term Executive 
Council of Set 87 of the Gindiri 
Old Students Association 
(GOSA) led by Mr. Fwenji 
James Go'ar, of THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD newspaper, has 
taken a bow and a new 
executive has been elected 
that would take over them for 
the next term.

 This was contained in a press 
statement signed by the newly 
elected Public Relations 
Officer, Regina Chris-Ogbodo, 

GOSA Set 87 chair, Go'ar takes a bow
BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

on Tuesday in Plateau.
S e n a t o r  G y a n g  

commiserates with the 
grieving famil ies and 
communities over the lives 
claimed by the brutal 
killings.

He appealed to peace 
loving citizens to remain 
committed to the peace 
process in the state and 
urges security agencies to 
do the needful to stop this 
renewed wave of terror and 
ensure that all threats to 
peace are decisively dealt 
with.

From 
DORCAS PANKYES, Jos

A ten man Transition 
Committee saddled with the 
responsibility of smooth take-
off of governance on May 29 
has been inaugurated by the 
Governor-elect of Plateau 
State,  Barr ister  Caleb 
Mutfwang.

The committee has been 
charged to be upright and 
diligent to ensure a smooth 
transition. This took place at 
the Eliel Centre, Jos on 
Tuesday. It is to be  headed 
by Professor Ganyir Lombin. 
Governor-elect enjoined 
them to be up and doing to 
ensure that transition goes as 
planned.

According to Mutfwang, the 
committee should liaise with 
the government’s side and 
receive and collate handing 
over notes from MDAs as well 
as plan activit ies and 
programmes of events.

Te r m s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  
according to the Governor-
elect include, organising a 
befitting transition of power 
and swearing-in of Governor-
elect and Deputy, arrange 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  
transportation for guests and 
VIPs ,draw up VIPs and 
guests list for the event and 
communicate them.

Others  Barr. Mutfwang 
reeled out was to construct 
and decorate a safety pavilion 
at the Rwang Pam township 
stadium amongst others.

Wh i l e  a c cep t i ng  t he  
responsibility, the Chairman 

o f  t h e  T r a n s i t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e , Po f. L o m b i n  
thanked the Governor -elect 
for finding them worthy to 
serve in that capacity and 
promised not to disappoint 
him.

Other members of the 
committee include, Professor 
Shedrack Best, Barrister 
Ibrahim Bawa (SAN),Rt-
H o n . A b o k  N u h u  
Ayuba,Hon.Daniel Kungmi, 
Hajiya Jamila Shehu Gwandu, 
Dr. Raymond Juryit, Prof. 
Stephen Malo,Hon.Davou 
Mang with Mr Moses Nwan Mni 
as Secretary.

Meanwhile, the Campaign 
Counc i l  for  At iku and 
M u t f wa n g  d u r i n g  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  
Governorship elections have 
been dissolved. Dissolving 
t he  Commi t t ee ,  Ba r r.  
Mutfwang commended them 
for their doggedness and 
perseverance which led to the 
victory of PDP.

The Chairman of the 
campaign council, Hon Letep 
Dabang said he was proud 
that Plateau people chose the 
right leader who will pilot the 
affairs of the state with the 
fear of God.

Dabang thanked all those 
that worked with him that led 
to PDPs victory and asked for 
forgiveness if in the course of 
their campaign they stepped 
on people's toes.

and made available to THE 
NIGERIA STANDARD in Jos, 
Plateau State capital Sunday.

 Those elected to take over 
from the outgoing exco 
inc lude: Nankus Adams 
Ngwalang, as Chairman and to 
b e  d e p u t i s e d  b y  
NimnanDenden, while the 
position of Secretary and 
Assistant Secretary went to 
DespanKwardem and Halima 
Ali respectively.

  O t h e r s  i n c l u d e :  
Au g u s t i n a D a m s h a k ,  a s  

Tr ea su r e r,NanpanPuka t ,  
Financial Secretary, Regina 
Uren Chris-Ogbodo, as Public 
Relations Officer (PRO), and 
O r g a n i z i n g  S e c r e t a r y,  
VondulWuyep, in that order.

 Delivering his handing-over 
r e m a r k ,  t h e  o u t g o i n g  
Chairman, Mr. Fwenji James 
Go'ar said, "I count it a rare 
privilege to have served as 
Chairman of the great GOSA 87 
for two terms. I have enjoyed 
reaching out to members, 
especially those who were 
outside the fold and getting 
them to be involved. 

  "I have derived satisfaction 
in mobilizing support for some 
of our members who needed 
some form of intervention at 

some point in time seeing that 
a particular need was met and 
it made me feel good. I will like 
to say a big thank you to each 
and every one of you who has 
been involved in one way or 
another and pray that this 
same support will be given to 
our successors", he prayed.

Responding, the incoming 
Chairman of the set, Nankus 
Adams Ngwalang said, "We are 
grateful to the outgone 
chairman, Mr. Fwenji James 
Goar, for his exceptional 
leadership and calm demeanor 
during his tenure. Mr. Go'ar 
steered the GOSA '87 ship with 
an unwavering sense of 
purpose, backed by his equally 
loyal lieutenants. 

 THE Benue State Governor- 
e lect ,  Reverend Father  
Hyacinth Iormem Alia has 
inaugurated members of his 
transition committee with a 
charge on them to be 
confidential. 

Father Alia who gave the 
charge at the Tinubu/Shetima 
Campaign Office in Makurdi 
recently, said it was incumbent 
on the committee to exercise 
due diligence, commitment 
and sincerity of purpose in 
discharging its duties.

He said the choice of 
members of the transition 
committee was arrived at 

Benue gov-elect inaugurates
 transition c'ttee

From
 TERESE TUHWA, Makurdi

based on their track record 
over the years and must work 
dil igently to justify the 
confidence reposed in them.

Earlier, the Deputy Governor- 
elect, Barr Samuel Ode told the 
committee members that they 
must bring their cogent 
experience acquired over time 
to bear on the assignment. 

Responding on behalf of 
members, chairman of the 
committee and former Head of 
State Civil Service, Mr. Mike 
Iordye promised that the 
c ommi t t ee  w i l l  upho l d  
confidentiality as its top most 

priority while discharging its 
duties. 

While commending the 
governor-elect for finding them 
worthy to serve amidst over 4 
million indigenes of the state, 
Mr. Iordye stressed that the 
committee will work within its 
terms of reference to justly the 
confidence reposed in them. 

Over twenty people are to 
serve in the transit ion 
committee to ensure seamless 
transition from the outgoing to 
the incoming administration in 
the state.

THE National Troupe of 
Nigeria yesterday at St 
John's College, Jos. staged 
the first in its series of the 
“Towns and Gowns” drama 
project, in which the 200 
Level students of the 
Theatre and Film Arts 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  
University of Jos performed 
as part of the requirement 

for the Theatre in Education 
course. 

Speaking at the event, the 
Art ist ic  Director/CEO, 
Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed 
said his “take on the 
performance is that the play 
is quite valid, especially to 
the students who are about 
taking their final exams. 
Some of them who are not 
serious are likely to not to 
make it.” 

He further stated that their 
parents spent money to 
send them to school, so they 
must ensure they do the 
right thing, and face their 
studies. 

Talking about the play, he 
said the lead character was 
sent to school, but instead 
of concentrating on her 
studies like her twin sister 
did, she embarked on 
reck less l iv ing,  even 
abandoning her studies and 
par ty ingand  c lubb ing  
around. That they have to 
do the right thing at the 
right time, which would not 
only make their parents 
proud, but also ensure they 
become something in life. 
They were advised to heed 
the advice and guidance of 
their teachers and parents. 

The course coordinator, Dr. 

Festus O. Idoko said they 
w e r e  f o r t u n a t e  a n d  
privileged tohave the 
National Troupe of Nigeria 
partner with them. That you 
can't get every education in 
the classroom. That they 
are happy that they have 
been able to teach the 
students of the college that 
they can learn outside the 
classroom. He said if they 
are able to do the right 
thing, their parents would 
be happy, and Nigeria would 
be better. 

In h is  remark,  the 
representative of the 
Principal, and HOD Science, 
M r.  J o h n s o n  F r i d a y  
expressed the school's 
appreciation to the Artistic 
Director/CEO and the 
Theatre and Film Arts 
Department forfinding 
them worthy, and coming to 
stage the performance for 
them. He thanked the 
National Troupe of Nigeria 
for donating items to the 
school. 

Earlier, the CEO made a 
presentation of sanitation 
items to the school. Light 
refreshments were served 
to the students during the 
event. 

Governor-elect inaugurates
 Transition Committee

By FWENJI GOAR

National Troupe stages first Towns and 
Gowns performance

BY PETER TITLE   Government.
M r B e r e  b e f o r e  h i s  

appointment according to a 
statement made available 
to The Nigeria Standard 
Tuesday indicated that he 
w a s  t h e  s t a t e  
correspondent of The Sun 
Newspaper  and the 
Chairman, Correspondence 
Chapel in the state.

The Governor -elect 
wished them the best while 
discharging their duties to 
the state.  

Governor -elect makes first appointment
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Journalism is a profession 
that deals with coveting 
analyzing and disseminating 
information to the public. This 
means it is a profession with 
strong social responsibility 
that is why journalists are 
required to follow the highest 
ethical standard in the 
discharge of their duties.

This is to allow the public to 
understand what goes on 
aroundthem as well 

Enab le  them to  a l so  
contribute their growth in 
shaping the society towards 
development peace and 
progress, unfortunately, 
quacks have filtered with the 
profession just by way of 
cutting out a living not minding 
what is involved.

Most often, the ethics of 
journalism have been thrown 
to the dogs by those individual 
who parade themselves as 
journalists who are always 
seen social gatherings and 
official function chasing high 
and profile individual soliciting 
for interview or patronage 
which often and with personal 
demands or monetary reward.

This habit stains the name of 
the profession and even the 
name of those engaged in 
caring on their legitimate 
duties as reporters or press 
men generally.

I therefore wish to call on the 
Nigerian Union of journalists 
NUJ Plateau State Chapter 
which is the umbrella body of 
that practicing journalist 
profession, to securitize those 

practicing profession in order 
to rid the profession of “bad 
eggs” that are spooling the 
good image of the profession.

Journalism shapes world, 
and it would be ignorance on 
the part of the practioners to 
to give way, to these there 
ethnical this conduct to ruin it 
important role it is playing in 
the society.

Therefore it is my desire 
that this noble profession be 
allowed to flourish without 
any form of interference so 

that societal growth and 
d e v e l o p m e n t  c a n  b e  
enhanced.

Parents should be role 
models of society.

By MUA'ZU ADAM HUDU is a 
s t u d e n t  f r o m  Fe d e r a l  
Polytechnic Bauchi

Society nowadays is fast 
basing gauds in respect to the 
decline in moral rules ether to 
in displine or negligence on the 
part of some parents entire 
how lake languished their roles 
in imparting positive values 
within their family circles.

The negative tendencies 
being witnessed across the 

society demonstrates the fact 
that young people are growing 
w i thout  the  necessary  
g u i d a n c e  a n d  c e r t a i n  
behaviors that are not 
desirable in a progressive 
society are how propping in 
the society despite the rich 
cultural and traditional values 
including the ones inherent in 
our teachings either in the 
Christian or Islamic faiths.

It is on record that crime 
such as arms robbery, 
banditry kidnapping terrorist 
and even prostitution have 
become associated with 
young Nigerians who ought to 

be in school or should be seen 
to be involved in doing 
something worthwhile or 
learning how to make a 
decent living from the 
proctizal point of view are 
being allowed to stay away 
into evil act.

Therefore youths should by 
how inculcate the spirit of 
using their God given skills to 
add value to themselves and 
the society rather than 
becoming l iabi l i t ies to 
society.

Editorial

THE 

Government should boost scrap 
metal business in Jos

THOSE who engaged in scrap 
buying business see it as an 
occupation that can be turned 
into a money spinnar. Scrap 
metals in the local term is also 
called east. Here in Jos North 
the state capital, there are 
scrap dealers who are involved 
in the business of scrap metal 
buying especially anything 
from metals such as cast, 
copper, brass, aluminum and 
other scrap materials with 
branches all over the state.

The bussiness apart from 
providing reasonable earnings 
for both the young and old in 
the community is one form of 
business that has been able to 
take criminals off the streets 
especially those who desire to 
make genuine living out of 
their sweat and are prepared 
to hustle for their livelihood.

Let me therefore seize this 
opportunity to use the 
medium of THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD Newspaper to 
appeal to the Plateau State 
Government to take special 
interest in these young people 
who have become job creators 
and are contributing their 
quota through wealth creation 
thereby boosting the economy 
of the state.

Government can therefore 
support and provide financial 
input to them which in my 
opinion would help in curbing 
crime rate in the society as 
well as check the hazards of 
environmental pol lut ion 
associated with metal scrap 
t h a t  a r e  d u m p e d  
indiscriminately.

Mu'azu Adam Hudu is an 
IT student from Federal 
Polytechnic, Bauchi

General elections in Nigeria are moments 

citizens of the country look forward to as it 

gives them an opportunity to decide who 

governs them it all available political 

offices. Because the people's choices are 

most paramount, Abraham Lincoln defines 

it as “Government of the people and for the 

p e o p l e ” .
Nigeria regarded as giant of Africa recently 

went through this rigorous democratic 

process that will ushered in new sets of 

leaders for the next four years. The 

elections have come and gone but with 

bitter lessons to learn.
Recently, the media was a washed with the 

ugly incident of the disappearance of the 

A d a m a w a  R e s i d e n t  E l e c t o r a l  

Commissioner (REC) Hudu Yunusa Ari 

without a trace. The man is allegedly 

currently on the run after he was 

suspended for illegally usurping the 

powers of the Collation Officer and 

subsequently declared Aisha Binani of the 

All Progressives Congress the winner of 

the governorship election in Adamawa 

State while collation was still ongoing.
Speaking on Yunusa Ari's disappearance, 

the Independent National Electoral 

Commission's National Commissioner for 

Information and Voter Education, Festus 

Okoye explained that the electoral body 

was unaware of the suspended REC's 

whereabout.  He added that the 

commission immediately after the 

Adamawa incident had written him but 

had not received any response.
We are of the opinion that since the REC has 

been declared wanted, it behooves on the 

Nigeria Police to take prompt action on 

this matter. It is also apt that INEC has 

said it would allow the Police to find the 

missing commissioner though it lacks the 

power to declare him wanted.
As Nigerians keenly await the outcome of 

the investigations, the Police should not 

betray the confidence of the masses but 

should ensure that thorough investigation 

is carried out in partnership with other 

sister agencies to achieve meaningful 

results.
Though the Adamawa State political 

imbroglio is a sad development in the 

annals of our nation's history, the REC's 

rogue misbehavior amounts to impunity 

and must be penalized. It is, however, very 

disturbing that this illegality was alleged 

to have been committed in the presence of 

some law enforcement officers. 
Going forward, proper attention must be 

given to the recruitment of persons for 

electoral duties. Such persons must be 

disciplined to uphold the oath they have 

taken to avoid partisanship and or 

shameful behavioral conduct. This time 

around, all hands must be on deck towards 

ensuring that subsequent elections does 

not go the Adamawa way.
Thus, Nigerians need to be selfless, more 

educated on the laws guiding electoral 

processes and not to be distracted to avoid 

mistakes as such which ridicules the 

integrity of our country before the comity 

of nations. In this regard,all stakeholders 

must ensure that our democracy is 

jealously guarded to portray our relevance 

among comity of nations.

NUJ, please sanitize
 journalism profession 

PERMIT me space in your 
daily newspaper to express 

my views on the state of 
Jenta Apata cult activities 
which is increasing daily in 
the area.

I want to express my 
grievances on the rate at 
which reports of robbery 
and kidnapping have been 
the order of the day in the 
community.

I t  i s  now  a  da i ly  
occurrence to find people 
attacked by  cultists mostly 
at day time and night.

They have succeeded in 
making life very tensed and 
miserable for people in that 
environment.

These cultists disturb 
shops owners in the 
environment by breaking 
their shops at night. They 
attack individuals in their 
respective homes and rob 
them of their phones and 
other valuables.

It is impossible to send 
young boys and girls on an 
errand as they too can be 

victims of the attacks.
I wish to kindly appeal to 

t h e  P l a t e a u  S t a t e  
Government and the 
Nigeria Police to intensify 
patrol around Jenta Apata 
ward in order to check the 
evil activities of these 
cultists terrorizing  the 
peop le  and  mak ing  
residents to live in fear in 
their respective homes.

The police or the vigilante 
should also use their 
authority to identify the 
perpetrators so that such 
menace can be brought to 
an end and justice served 
as soon as possible.

 I wish to also appeal to 
t h e  P l a t e a u  S t a t e  
Government to please hear 
the peoples cry and 
provide them with enough 
security to guard them and 
start daily patroi around 
Jenta Apata area day and 
night.

John Luka, Jos North.

Police curb cult activities in Jenta Apata

Adamawa polls imbroglio 
and elections in Nigeria

By Abdul Azeez Abubakar
 From Federal Polytechnic 
Bauchi
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WATER SUPPLY PACKUP “water is life”
Scarcity of water, Plateau experience long 

queue at well in search of water.
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M o s t  a ve ra g e  N i g e r i a n  
electorates including the political 
actors either because of their 
narrow views about democracy 
simply think democracy is just 
about holding elections.

The general  perspect ive 
therefore is that, the political 
landscape must be seen to be 
kept busy planning and managing 
the process of every election 
circle ditto; the Primaries leading 
to the emergence of candidates 
by all registered political parties 
who would be standard bearers in 
elections whether in the National, 
state or Local Government levels.

It is during such exercises that 
the role of the electoral umpire 
The Independent National 
Electoral and that of State's 
I n d e p e n d e n t  E l e c t o r a l  
Commissions and that of the 
Judiciary are clearly defined 
b a s e d  o n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
constitutional provisions or the 

Electoral Act.
Going by the common view of 

democracy which in the usual 
sing song which is, Government 
of the people, by the people and 
for the people, is not even 
reckoned with because, the 
mindset is geared towards just 
electing people into political 
offices based on certain regional, 
sectional, ethnic or religious 
interests set in before and after 
each electoral process.

Then the issue of equity and 
fairness begins to tilt towards 
individual or group interests in 
who gets what in the distribution 
of political appointments and in 
most cases how to settle the so-
called political godfathers and 
mothers as well as loyalists who 
played one key role or the other. 
And before one would say; '' Aai 
or nay'' it becomes a different ball 
game where there is the popular 
saying, if not satisfied…. Go to 
court'' While this kind of posture 
in some cases pushes some to 
begin to plan for the next election 
from Day-one in office and  then 
the circle continues.

Beyond these, democracy by its 
definition ought to result in good 
outcomes, safety, security and 
welfare of the citizens, in 
ensuring affordable and good 
healthcare, quality education, 
economic progress, socio-
cultural development and all of 
that. But very often the reverse is 
the case as we are witnessing in 

the country where our political 
elites continue to take the will of 
the people for granted. And as 
soon as elections are over, some 
elected or appointed officials 
begin to see themselves not as 
publ ic  servants  that  are 
accountable to the people but as 
Lords of the Manor who will 
always turn the same people that 
put them in those positions as 
their slaves.

Since the advent of the Third 
Republic in 1999, the Nigerian 
electorate have continued to 
witness the same pattern of mis-
governance due to the absence of 
patriotic leaders and the failure of 
the authorities to satisfy the basic 
yearnings and aspirations of its 
citizens in terms of democratic 
dividends.

Perhaps, these failures and 
complete disconnect from the 
masses further contradicts the 
kind of democracy we seem to be 
practicing. Then it is sad that 
elected or appointed  public 
o f f i c i a l s  app rop r i a t e  f o r  
t h e m s e l v e s  h u m o n g o u s  
emoluments and life time 
pensions even beyond what the 
National Salaries and Wages 
Commission prescribes for their 
offices and positions.

Then how can we as a nation 
strengthen and build our 
institutions like the police, the 
Judiciary to serve justice by 
discharging the rule of law 
without fear or favor, and how do 

we going forward as a nation 
remove corruption from the state 
of  satan ic  p lunder ing in  
government institutions like 
NNPC, the Customs, Ports, 
Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies. How do we make EFCC 
and ICPC respond to the need to 
curb those excesses our public 
officials both low and the mighty.

After elections, the system is 
expected to be on auto-gear 
where every part of the system 
should function efficiently and 
professionally, By this it means 
our leaders must exhibit a 
servant oriented leadership 
where good governance is a 
priority especially from the stand 
point of those who are either in 
the Executive, Legislature and 
the Judicial arms must not only 
be upright in the discharge of 
their duties, they must be seen to 
be lovers of own country and 
above all guided by good 
conscience.

It is not surprising that bad 
governance leads to ugly 
s i tuat ions such as when 
authorities lack the will to 
implement people oriented 
policies, or where our Security 
system appeared to have been 
overwhelmed by a small guerrilla 
bands or bandits or where 
poverty, disease with a growing 
tribe of unemployed youths 
roaming in the streets, all these 
by any means rubbish our quest 

to attain any meaningful 
democratic value.

It is time for us as a people to 
take a step further from just 
electing, selecting or parading 
people in the name of elections, 
we must as a nation begin to 
borrow good examples from 
other democratic climes where 
elections are pathways to 
achieving societal wellbeing that 
also guarantees equal rights and 
weights in electing their 
representatives in government, 
and gives the citizens right to 
demand for accountability.

The aftermath of every election 
should chart a new cause for 
progress rather than a period of 
conflict resolution. It also signals 
a process of engagement with 
the citizens and feeling their 
pulse and creating the necessary 
mechanisms for promoting law 
and order and preaching the 
language of national rebirth and 
moral rejuvenation in order to 
form an organized society.

Above all, now is the period to 

beg in to  harmonize our  

democratic principles with those 

values that can enable Nigerians 

have a new nation that can open 

new vistas for the present and 

future generations by connecting 

all its components for the 

purpose of making a quantum 

leap in the commity of  

democratic nations of the world.

THE just concluded 2023 general 
elections in the country has come 
and gone although there are still 
some States that have pending 
inconclusive cases, even after the 
April 15 re-run. 

But the memories of the kind of 
dirty politics that played out, 
mainly based on ethnicity, 
religion, and other parochial 
divisions and sentiments during 
the elections is so repulsive and 
embarrassing. 

This type of political play has left 
mistrust, suspicion, anger, 
bitterness, divisions among the 
Nigerian people. Infact some 
people are not even in speaking 
terms with each other because a 
particular ethnic group or religion 
won the elections while the other 
lost, and this kind of scenario is 
not only a dangerous trend but a 
"time bomb" awaiting to explode.

During the elections, apart from 
l ibe l l ous  and  s landerous   
publications that flew around, the 
Social Media was awash with 
sharing and posting of videos that 

conveyed attacks, name calling, 
allegations,  innuendos, and all 
forms of write ups aimed at 
discrediting the image of the 
aspirants, either from religious or 
ethnic angles and perspectives. 

These actions, spearheaded by 
politicians, the elites and key 
political actors, sometimes using 
their followers  has caused the 
country to be polarised and 
divided more than it was in the 
past, and it brings to mind 
historical memories of this kind of 
bloody and dirty politics that 
negatively affected the first and 
second republic. 

In fact, here on the Plateau, 
a lmos t  a l l  t h e  pa r t i e s  
especially the All progressives 
Cong r e s s , The  Peop l e s  
Democratic Party, and the 
Labour Party had at one point 
or the other come out to 
debunk false press releases 
and messages in circulation 
that had been sent out to to the 
publ ic to  d iscred i t  the i r  
candidates, and sadly, some of 
the  messages were linked to 
religious or ethnic sentiments or 
even lies peddled for political 
gains.

But this must not be so. The 
kind of divisiveness that this 
elections has caused, all in a bid 
for political actors to hold on to 
power is not healthy for a 
developing nation like Nigeria, 
which has over 250 ethnic groups 
to contend with, two major 
religions,  including a crumbling 
economy that cannot really 
sustain the nation.  

Many scholars have argued that 
our diversity should be our 
strength, and if harnessed 
properly can even be a great 
force for development.  

According to a popular quote by 
Condolissa Rice "The essence of 
America - that which really unites 
us - is not ethnicity, or 
nationalism, or religion, - it is an 
idea - and what an idea it is: That 
you can come from humble 
circumstances and do great 
things".  
  The incoming government both 

at the Federal and state levels 
have a lot of work to do in order to 
build the bridges of ethnic and 
religious  division that has 
affected citizens as a result of the 
unhealthy kind of politics that was 
played in the just concluded 
elections 2023. 

We are Nigerians first, before 
any other identity, and that 
should be a step to be deliberately 
taken by winners of all elections, 
from the state and national 
Houses of Assembly, to the 
Governorship and presidential 
seats. 

I wish I can see a situation 
where the winners can in a bid to 
unite this great polarisation level 
i nc lude  members  o f  the  
opposition for appointments in 
their cabinet. This is what Nigeria 
needs now.

If this is not done, the rulership 
and followership will face 
challenges that can hinder the 
smooth running and development 
of country.

The elites, religious leaders, and 

all stakeholders need to guard 
their utterances.  They should 
tow the path of unity and 
oneness of the nation because 
once the country plunges into 
religious or ethnic conflict, 
there will be no political space 
to rule.  The Rwandan,  example 
is enough for the wise.  

In a recent inaugural  Lecture 

series  delivered by Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo for 
Executive Course 4 5  at the 
National Institute for Policy 
and Strategic Studies (NIPSS)  
Kuru,  on Monday April 1 7 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  
he drew the attention of 
Nigerians to how ethnic 
profiling and religious bigotry 
has eaten deep into the fabrics of 
Nigeria and Nigerians, influencing 
elections and causing a setback 
to the nations growth.  

His paper titled "Creating a 
Homeland for All: Nation Building 
in a Diverse Democracy" noted 
that as long as there is no 
conscious attempt, through 
policies to make nationality more 
important that ethnic, religious 
affiliations as was done in 
Rwanda, then the problem of 
ethnicity and religion will 
continue to affect Nigeria's 
development. 

"Nigeria can harness its ethnic 

diversity for development. 
Prejudice, stereotypes and bias 
are natural tendencies of human 
beings due to the environment, 
and level of social exposure 
people have on other tribes but 
they are not facts. Also note that 
elections, are divisible and 
democratic competit ion is 
intensified when the contenders 
are from different ethnic divides" 
he noted in the paper.

He also pointed "In the last 2023 

elections, ethnic divisions, 

religious profiling played even 

within people from the same 

denomination". 
He said he is hopeful that there 

can be a Nigeria where you can 

just say your nationality, name, 

where you live, as your identity. 

" It is a matter of conscious 

decision and making Nigeria to 

become what we want it to be" 

he said at the forum hoping that 
the elites and political class 
w h o  h ave  c o n t i n u a l l y  
manipulated religion, and 
ethnicity will work to change 
the narrative.

However the outcome of the 

paper recommended that there 

is great work to be done, and if 

Nigerian elites and politicains 

can come together just like the 

elites of Tanzania,  Singapore 
and Rwanda came together to 
bring out policies for unity,  
peaceful coexistence. Only 
then will the sad narrative of 
how Niger ia i s great ly 
polarised by religious and 
ethnic differences will be 
changed.

As Caleb Plant puts it "I'm 
just hoping throughout my 
career that I can help 
eliminate what people can 
and can't be because of what 
they look like or their religion 
or ethnicity" .

BY KENNETH DARENG

Nigeria's democracy: Going beyond elections

Why Nigerians should be united 

By PALANG KASMI
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LAST  week  was  f u l l  o f  
r e sen tmen t ,  agu i sh  and  
excruciating pains for the family 
of the late Paul Ishaya Nyamlong 
following the impulsive death of 
their promising daughter, Miss 
Mariam Paul Dakyen. The 
auspicious young lady died after 
battling to overcome a lethal 
ailment but courageously stood 
against all odds to the end. 

Though the scriptures in Eccl 
3:1 explains that “to everything 
there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under the 
heavens, a time to be born and a 
time to die, a time to plant and a 
time to pluck up that which is 
planted”, the death of a loved one 
always leaves behind a huge 
vacuum which can never be filled.

Death therefore is one mystery 
of life which our God Almighty 
has refused to disclosed its 
embodiment to the living. Thus, 
while all mortals desire to go to 
heaven, many do not want to 
accept the reality of the fact that 
all living humans if Christ tarries 
most taste death before getting 
to paradise.

Nevertheless, the death of any 
gifted young man or woman is 
fundamentally so painful because 
of the obvious fact that such a 
person must have died with 
wonderful dreams which perhaps 
would have better the lot of 
humanity on earth. This further 
encapsulates the adage which 
says “the most riches place on 
earth is the graveyard where 
many souls had died with their 
premature dreams not coming to 
fruition, solutions to many 
earthly puzzles and formulas 
which would have unraveled 
many prosperous strategies 
anticipated to redefine our 
collective path to greatness not 
becoming a reality.

Though yours sincerely never 
had the chance of meeting the 
late Mariam Dakyen when she 
was alive, I was opportune to 
have heard a lot about her 
through her elder brother, Hosea, 
Shitnan Nyamlong. When I was 
the News Editor of the Nigeria 
Standard group of newspapers, 
Nyamlong was a reporter I 
supervised. The truth is that 
working with him was never a dull 
moment, Nyamlong was a man 
entirely full of courage and great 
resi l ience despite several 
challenges confronting him.

This was a man who had lost 
both parents when he needed 
them most and a few years back 
also lost his dear wife during child 
birth. Though enveloped with 
t h e s e  t r a u m a t i z i n g  a n d  
unpleasant misfortunes of life, 
Hosea continued to struggle in 
his efforts to put a smile on what 
was left of his brothers and 
sisters. In the midst of these 
basket load of troubles, he never 
allowed himself to be either 
depressed and not give out his 
b e s t  i n  h i s  a n t i c i p a t ed  
obligations. 

I still recalled with great 
nostalgia one fateful day he 
resurfaced in our office after he 
went unofficially missing for two 
days. I became so furious owing 
to the fact that he was the only 
one who could fill a gap already 
created on my desk. After 
confronting him headlong on the 
matter, Hosea reluctantly opened 
up to me saying, “Oga, my sister 

parents to the cold hands of 
death, a couple of years back also 
lost his loving wife who was an 
expectant mother send shivers 
down my spine. All though these 
horrible experiences, Hosea 
remained dogged and efficiently 
productive in our office even as 
many never know he was taking 
care of his ailing sister at home. 
To cap it all, Hosea hardly shares 
his trouble with people may be 

commenced  he r  p r imary  
education at the Federal 
Polytechnic Staff School in Bauchi 
State in 1987 but was transferred 
from the school to Ekan Primary 
School Chewl-Nap at Nassarawa 
Gwong of Jos North and later 
concluded her primary education 
at the New Karu LGEA in 1996. 

Upon completion of primary 
education, Mariam proceed to 
Government Secondary School 

has been down and I have always 
been there to motivate her. 
Sometimes when her pains 
becomes so unbearable, I stay 
back to motivate and comfort her. 
My sister believes in God and 
always desires to see me around 
her when situations becomes 
quite tough for her.”

That day, Hosea took me 
through the excruciating journey 
of his deceased sister's epileptic 
health status which left me 
wondering how he has been 
coping in the midst of this turmoil 
of life. Knowing too well that this 
same Hosea who had lost both 

due to his training as our church 
Sunday school teacher. I have 
severally been told that many 
men of God and church workers 
tend to shallow their bitterness 
and sorrow not to discourage 
fragile members and certainly his 
own intrigues may not be far-
fetched.  

thOn the 16  April 2023 however, 
Mariam Paul Dakyen was called 
back home to eternity to be freed 
from the outrageous troubles of 
this fragile world. Born into the 
family of the late Paul Ishaya 

thNyamlong on 15  December 
1983, the deceased eventually 

By BULUS GAMBO

Ampang West in Mangu Local 
Government Area where she 
obtained her West African Senior 
School Certificate in 2002.

Thereafter, the deceased 
proceeded to the Federal College 
of Education Pankshin where she 
studied English/French at NCE 
level between 2004 and 2007. In 
her quest to further her 
education, Mariam gained 
admission into the University of 

Jos to study French in the Faculty 
of  Arts  and Humanit ies,  
Department of French. She 
eventually graduated with a B.A. 
Hounors in 2020.

On completion of her study, she 
was employed by the Plateau 
State Universal Basic Education 
Board, (SUSBEB) and posted to 
Kor village in Pankshin Local 
Government Area of the state on 

th
the 30  October 2009 as Senior 
Assistant Education Officer 1 and 
rose through the ranks.

The late Mariam Dakyen 
accepted Christ as her Lord and 
Saviuor and was baptized on the 

th7  December 2002 at the Church 
of Christ in Nations, COCIN, LCC 
Vel in Pankshin LGA and was an 
active church member still her 
eventual demise. As is the case 
with many others who have 
departed this sinful earth to be 
with Christ, when such a reality 
happens, the popular comforting 
song that comes to our mind for 
us privileged to be amongst the 
living is “Rock of ages, Cleft for 
me, Let me hide myself in Thee. 
Let the water and the blood, from 
thy riven side which flowed, be of 
sin the double cure, save me from 
its guilt and power.” Though the 
death of any in Christ is a huge 
gain, the pains and anguish of 
losing a loved one remains in the 
hearts of surviving relations for 
decades to come.

In his sermon at the funeral 
service, Associate Pastor of 
COCIN Nassarawa Gwong, Rev. 
Hassan Musa admonished 
believers in the lord to always be 
prepared for death which comes 
usually unannounced. Taking his 
text from the book of Mathew 
25:1-12, the clergy who is the 
Divisional Police Officer, (DPO) of 
Nassarawa Gwong in Jos North 
Local Government Area of 
Plateau State also advised 
Christians not to toy with their 
salvation as everyone will tender 
an account of all he or she has 
done before our creator.

Speaking on the theme, “We 
must live a prepared life, Rev. 
Hassan reemphasized that it is 
appointed for man to die once 
then judgement will follow.   

In his tribute, her brother, 

Hosea Nyamlong noted that” if 

there is any length that I can go 

to bring you back to life, I won't 

hesitate to go, if there is anything 

I can pray to keep you alive, I 

won't delay. I can't question God, 

for God Almighty knows the best. 

Rest in peace with the Lord till we 

come to meet and part no more.” 

Certainly, the deceased will be 

missed not only that she died in 

her prime but the trustworthy life 

she lived.

Mariam Dakyen: To everything, there is a season

Late Mariam

“Though yours sincerely never had the chance of meeting the late Mariam Dakyen when she 
was alive, I was opportune to have heard a lot about her through her elder brother, Hosea, 
Shitnan Nyamlong. When I was the News Editor of the Nigeria Standard group of newspapers, 
Nyamlong was a reporter I supervised. The truth is that working with him was never a dull 
moment, Nyamlong was a man entirely full of courage and great resilience despite several 
challenges confronting him.This was a man who had lost both parents when he needed them 
most and a few years back also lost his dear wife during child birth. Though enveloped with 
these traumatizing and unpleasant misfortunes of life, Hosea continued to struggle in his 
efforts to put a smile on what was left of his brothers and sisters. In the midst of these basket 
load of troubles, he never allowed himself to be either depressed and not give out his best in 
his anticipated obligations. I still recalled with great nostalgia one fateful day he resurfaced in 
our office after he went unofficially missing for two days. I became so furious owing to the fact 
that he was the only one who could fill a gap already created on my desk. After confronting him 
headlong on the matter, Hosea reluctantly opened up to me saying, “Oga, my sister has been 
down and I have always been there to motivate her. Sometimes when her pains becomes so 
unbearable, I stay back to motivate and comfort her. My sister believes in God and always 
desires to see me around her when situations becomes quite tough for her.”
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Artistic Director/CEO, National Troupe of Nigeria, Ahmed Mohammed 
Ahmed (right) being welcomed to the occasion by the Senior Lecturer, 
Department of Theatre and Film Arts, UniJos, Dr. Festus Idoko

National Troupe of Nigeria, CEO, Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed (left) 
interaction with students of St. John’s College, Jos

Cross section of students  watching the performanceskeenly

NTN Boss, Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed (right) putting heads together with 
the Senior Lecturer, Dr. Festus Idoko (middle) and his Principal 
Confidential Secretary, Jane Ladi Ocheuje (left)

The Nigeria Standard Newspapers online Editor, Mr. Fwenji Goar (right) 
discussing with the Artistic Director/CEO, Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed

Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed, Chief Executive Officer, NTN, Ahmed 
Mohammed Ahmed (left) answering questions from newsmen

Theatre and Film Arts Students of University of Jos performing to the 
admiration of St. John’s College Students

Students of the Theatre and Film Arts appreciating the audience after 
their performance
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NATIONAL TROUPE, UNIJOS TFA STAGE TOWNS AND GOWNS
The National Troupe of Nigeria (NTN) in conjunction with the University of Jos (Unijos) Theatre and Film Arts, under Theatre 

Education (TFA 207): Towns-And-Gowns for Secondary School at the St. John’s College, Jos yesterday
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WHEN it comes to raising her two children, 
Alex Tucker is the first to admit her 
techniques are far from conventional. The 
25-year-old and her boyfriend Paul have 
been criticised for many of their decisions 
about bringing up Berkley, two, and Freya, 
one.

The couple don't use prams or high chairs, 
and won't let the two children wear shoes. 
They've also decided not to teach them how 
to swim, even though they live by the 
water.

However, the couple claim their 
controversial choices fit in with their rural 
lives and urge people not to judge their 
lifestyle.

Alex's children don't go to day-care and 
she instead takes them to work with her. 
Sometimes the couple even sack off going 
to work to look after the little ones.

The rural mum refuses to teach her 
children to swim,  despite living on the 
waterfront,  and they both roam around their 
land barefoot.

Alex shared her rules online, and has 
since received plenty of criticism from other 
parents, with one commenting that social 
services should be called.

Despite the backlash, she's defended her 
position by claiming shoes distort feet 
shape and prams and high chairs are not 
essential to their way of living.

Defending her choice not to give them 
swimming lessons, she said they would 
encourage her water-fearful kids to get into 
dangerous water to swim.

Alex, who works in the fishing industry 
with her boyfriend Paul, and lives on the 
Hawkesbury river in New South Wales, 
said: "I'm not bothered by people who don't 
agree with my 'controversial' rules. 
Mothers are criticised no matter what they 
do,  and especially online.
"I'm opening the conversation for 

everyone to start thinking outside the box 
before straight up criticising someone's 
parenting when they don't know how 
different someone's lifestyle can be. I'm 
not preaching 'my ways' - this isn't a 'how 
to' manual. This is what works for our 
family."

They spend a lot of time on the water - but 
neither of the children can swim 

Mum goes on pricey tropical holiday alone 
to teach her kids 'vital lesson'

Passenger slammed for jumping queue at 
airport - but he thinks he's in the right

Mum blasted for letting young son play in 
the garden at 'unacceptable' time

People think 350-year-old painting is 
'proof' time travel is real after spotting 
iPhone

The kids even roam barefoot across the 
beach, on pavements and even go shoeless 
when the family embark on 8km hikes.

Even though some parents may question 

the choice, the mum insists going without 
shoes is better for her kids.

She said it "shocked her" that so many 
people saw it as a big issue, as she claimed 
it's "pretty normal" not to wear shoes in 
Australia.

Alex continued: "Even then, if you are 
from a coastal town like us, it's normal to 
not wear shoes at the shops, and working 
on boats, it's also common to not wear 
shoes.
"Shoes serve purpose,  like if the ground is 

too hot or too cold,  or if snakes and wildlife is 
a valid threat,  or if something hurts to walk 

on."
She said when you don't wear shoes it can 

cause your feet to toughen, which enables 
you to learn how to walk on rough surfaces.

The mum said it's just a part of the 
family's "way of life."

Alex's boyfriend Paul owns a fishing 
business and Alex, who has experience 
working as a fisherman and commercial 
captain, often helps on the boat when he's 
in need of extra crew members.

The couple often take their kids along to 
work, with Paul having them by himself if 
Alex is needed to help on another boat.

If the weather conditions are too bad for 
the children to join Paul on the boat, and 
Alex is busy, the dad will miss his day of 
work entirely rather than send their kids to 
day-care.

Alex said: "We are a rural family working 
in primary production -  I am a stay at home 
mother out of necessity,  like most rural 
mothers.
"I'm needed at home for more than 

childcare and housework -  we are the people 
at the frontline of feeding the nation.
"If it is not a desirable day for them to come 

to work, one parent stays home, that's rural 
life."

One of the main rules that has concerned 
other parents is said to be the decision to 
not teach the kids how to swim.

Some parents have deemed this as 
"dangerous", but Alex has said there is a 
strong difference between water safety and 
swimming.

Alex said: "Swimming lessons was a 
difficult one to decide on, but I came to the 
conclusion that a toddler probably couldn't 
swim out of the river on their own.
"In the river here,  currents and submerged 

objects are a huge factor for drownings,  and 
while they have a healthy fear of the water,  I 
won't encourage them to enter it by doing 
swimming lessons.
"We play by the river a lot,  and when a toy 

falls in,  they freak out and come ask me to 
get it. "

She also said she doesn't know if she 
would call her methods "rules", as the mum 
claims they are just doing what works best 
for them as a family.
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Odd World

midwifed through civil disobedience 
against unabated injustice, oppression, 
nepotism, corruption and administrative 
ingenuity to become a more promising 
nation of the decade.

As I continued reading this book page 
after page, the present tragic, unpalatable 
and disturbing traumatic status of Nigeria 
kept on preoccupying my mind. To be 
honest, Nigeria has lost its bearing and it's 
only by the grace of God that things have 
not fallen apart. At the moment, there is 
no Nigerian citizen in his or her right 
senses who can testify that he or she is not 
feeling a pinch of this unending humanly 
created hardship and or catastrophe.

Evidently, both the poor and the rich are 
n o t  h a p p y  o v e r  m o s t  r e c e n t  
developments.  Most of the citizens are 
not happy as the fabric of our nation's 
economy is in shambles. If for nothing 
else, the reoccurrence of recession on the 
polity has devastated many families and 
rendered many vulnerable  citizens 
hopeless.

Our universities have been in total 
shutdown for several months now making 
our children vulnerable to many social 
vices. Many of our idle children have been 
wept way into unbelievable crimes causing 
more havoc and calamity. Our economic 
collapse has left us at the mercy of several 
unimaginable and unpalatable situations. 
The issue of insecurity overwhelming this 
nation has forced us not to sleep with our 
eyes closed for a second.

More perturbing is the fact that with all 
the abundant economic and human 
resource which this country is blessed 
with; Nigeria has regrettably found itself in 
this pitiful situation. We as a people have 
become a laughing stock amongst the 
comity of nations for no fault of the 
ordinary man. Many innocent citizens are 
languishing in abject poverty and or want 
as  the gap between the rich and the poor 
has continued to widen beyond 
comprehension.

A great number of our children have been 
killed in humanly created conflicts and 
unexplainable circumstances. By now, I 
am more than convinced that many 
Nigerians are tired of being slaves in their 
motherland. Yet, in the midst of these 
calamities, it seems that we are still far 
from recuperating and or gaining our 
grounds.

Just as Pastor Sunday Adelaja puts it, it 
will only take a people who know that 
power is in their hands to fundamentally 
effect a change for the better. These kind 
of people must put their lives at risk to 
ensure that the needful is done.

Without mincing words, many of us 
weary of all these happenings must begin 
to talk to our conscience. We must come to 
the reality of the fact that the people of this 
country must be liberated from the 
shackles of deception and erroneous 
thoughts of becoming spellbound that this 
nation is only for the elitists, the wealthy 
and the mighty.

The truth is that we must take a stand as 
a people in making our leaders accept the 
reality of the fact that power belongs to the 
ordinary man on the street. It is only by 
doing so that can we create a more 
convenient atmosphere for our nation to 
thrive. Even though we have suffered a lot 
in the past few years; we can still turn 
things around for the better in the interest 
of our future generations if we are willing 
to do so. Basically, we can create another 
euphoria of a church shift in Nigeria if and 
when we are determined to do so.

ONE distinguished and quick-witted legal 
luminary I have continued to respect with 
all candor of persistence is none other than 
Prof. Dakas Clement Dakas, a former 
Attorney General and Commissioner of 
Justice, Plateau State and Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria, (SAN). Prof. Dakas, a former 
Dean, Faculty of Law at the prestigious 
University of Jos and also the fourth 
Professor of Law from the entire northern 
region of Nigeria has over the years 
unrelentingly become a pragmatic 
reservoir of knowledge. Intuitively, this 
scholar has continued to dazzle his 
contemporaries including others who care 
to listen to him about a more result-
oriented shift in dynamism in the act of 
governance presently needed to save our 
nation from nose-diving into oblivion and 
total collapse.

Though some of his matter-of-fact recipe 
seems not logically achievable and crazily 
out of the box, it is becoming more evident 
that if prospective leaders of this nation do 
not take the bull by the horn and galvanize 
our collective thoughts devoid of any sort 
of sentiments; Nigeria would in no 
distance time find itself on a runway to 
total disintegration, chaos and anarchy. 
Let me however reemphasize for fear of 
perhaps misquoting Prof Dakas out of 
context that it is not in his character to 
proliferate any incisive notion that Nigeria 
can only achieve any such transformation 
through violent revolution. The erudite 
scholar however believes that Nigeria can 
attain greatness only based on a complete 
mind renewal by both the elites and the 
governed. 

Just recently, I was privileged to be 
amongst quite a pocket few people who 
took him on how best we can intellectually 
remodel our thoughts and go against this 
traditional tide of doing business as usual 
and change our diminishing status. After a 
fruitful practicable enlightenment lecture 
on that fateful day;, the scholar also 
suggested we read a book authored by 
Pastor Sunday Adelaja titled “Church 
Shift” which I reluctantly accepted. 
Unfortunately, my hands became full 
during the week and I could not search out 
for the book until a friend of mine 
eventually posted me a soft copy online.

The book, Church Shift is all about a 
struggle by a strong hearted Nigerian 
Pastor, Sunday Adelaja who found himself 
in faraway Ukraine but doggedly changed 
the ugly narratives of the country for the 
better. Before this great revival, the 
citizens of the country had psychological 
been hypnotized becoming mentally 
subservient to the caprices and intrigues 
of their leaders’ political misrule. In a 
country which was proliferating unending 
tenets of socialist ideological philosophy 
and highly against civil disobedience; the 
citizens of the nation were victims of 
corruption, nepotism and other acts of 
personal aggrandizement.

The coming of the pastor who mobilized 
citizens of the country to stand their 
ground against the obvious subsequently 
affected a great change as it propelled 
about 125,000 members of the church to 
begin to see the act of governance from a 
different perspective. Rather than 
perceiving their political leaders as lords; 
the citizens began to take their fate in their 
own hands comprehending the apparent 
that they had the power to hold their 
leaders to account.

Consequently, before the ongoing 
Russian invasion, the nation was emerging 
to become one of the must focused nations 
in contemporary Europe. It was a nation 

Nigerians, there is need for 'church-shift’

‘My kids don’t wear 
shoes, don't judge me’

Culled from The Mirror
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IN the contemporary Nigerian 
Society, archaeology and its 
function have not been properly 
understood. It is not even clear to 
our educational planners, 
teachers and pupils what 
archaeology really entails. 
Perhaps the reasons are that 
large percentage of Nigeria are 
s t i l l  u n i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  
archaeology, its objective, 
methodology, let alone becoming 
involved. For over four decades, 
archaeological education in 
Nigeria has been confined to 
university education curricula 
with little or no attention paid to 
teaching the subject at primary 
and secondary school levels. 

The present pre-tert iary 
curriculum contains virtually no 
local pre-history except that of 
the colonial government. This 
explain why a larger percentage 
of the people are not aware of 
archaeology and its activities. In 
fact, only a few universities in 
Nigeria such as University of 
Ibadan, University of Nigeria 
Nnsukka, University of Jos and 
Ahmadu Bello University, where 
archaeology is taught as a course 
or as an adjunct in Department of 
History. It is also noteworthy to 
say that a number of students 
who enroll yearly for the course in 
our higher institution of learning 
are comparatively few compared 
to other disciplines. This is not to 
say that archaeology does not 
have a mass appeal and 
appropriation nor do we say that 
the subject is difficult to 
comprehend. 

However, one can say that the 
late introduction of the subject in 
Nigeria couple with its non-
inclusion in the post-primary 
education and the traditional view 
which sees archaeology merely 
as a specialist of the pre-historic 
past with little or no business in 
contemporary history and politics 
as, to a large extent, being a 
hurdle between the awareness of 
archaeology and its activities.

Archaeology is the study of past 
cultures and human activity 
through the recovery and 
analysis of material culture. The 
archaeological record consists of 
artifacts, architecture, biofacts or 
ecofacts, sites, and cultural 
landscapes. It concentrates on 
tracing human origins and 
developments through time and 
space and exposes man's 
achievement in the technological, 
economic, socio and cultural 
fields. In achieving this discovery, 
it relies mainly on unbiased 
evidences left by past societies, 
and these evidences are mostly 
material, not attached to any 
group of people or individual, give 
objective and undistorted 
situations about people who 
made use and discarded them. 
Archaeology can be considered 
both a social science and a branch 
of the humanities. 

It is usually considered an 
independent academic discipline, 
but may also be classified as part 
of anthropology, history or 
geography. Archaeology can be a 
subsidiary activity within Cultural 
resources management (CRM), 
which is also called Cultural 
heritage management (CHM). 

Archaeologists are interested in 
how people of the past lived, 
worked, traded with others, 
moved across the landscape, and 
w h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e d .  
Archaeologists use artifacts and 
features to learn how people lived 
in specific times and places. They 
want to know what these people's 
daily lives were like, how they 
were governed, how they 
interacted with each other, and 
what they believed and valued. 
This is because understanding 
the past may help us better 
understand our own society and 
that of other cultures.

Cultural heritages are to be 
celebrated and reckoned with, for 
these are the ancestral gifts from 
the fore-bears. Identifying with 
cultural heritages is not alien to 
Africa. However, the germane 
question is what role can 
archaeology play in promoting 
cultural awareness in Nigerian 
schools? Archaeology is the only 
field of study that covers all times 
periods and all geographic 
regions inhabited by humans. 
With the introduct ion of  
archaeology into Nigeria school 
system, much cultural awareness 
will be created. It will help us 
understand big topics like ancient 

religions, early trade routes, and 
the lives of enslaved people. 
Archaeology informs us about 
indiv iduals,  famil ies, and 
c ommun i t i e s  t ha t  m igh t  
otherwise remain invisible in the 
historical record. Through the 
fields brought into light by the 
Archaeologists, the students 
would be able to see how human-
c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m  h a v e  
interchanged relationship with 
their natural environment which 
helps to explain the observed 

patterning in material culture. At 
the same time, it offers the pupils 
/ students the opportunity to see 
the trances of uniformity in 
culture in Nigeria. For instance, 
while the finds from Diama may 
be different from those from Iwo-
Eleru indicat ing di f ferent 
historical awareness and makes it 
easier to live together in amity 
without sacrificing our unique 
qualities.

Archaeology offers a unique 
perspective on human history 

and culture that has contributed 
greatly to our understanding of 
both the ancient and the recent 
past. Archaeology helps us 
understand not only where and 
when people lived on the earth, 
but also why and how they have 
lived, examining the changes and 
causes of changes that have 
occurred in human cultures over 
time, seeking patterns and 
explanations of patterns to 
explain everything from how and 
when people first came to inhabit 
a place, to the origins of 
ag r i cu l tu re  and  comp lex  
societies. Unlike history, which 
relies primarily upon written 
records and documents to 
interpret great lives and events, 
archaeology allows us to delve far 
back into the time before written 
languages existed and to glimpse 
the lives of everyday people 
through analysis of things they 
made and left behind. 

Using archaeological finds, for 
example the rich discoveries at 
Igbo Ukwu, Ife and Benin, it is 
possible to educate the students 
on the roots of social inequalities 
of today and what could be done 
to arrest the widening gap 
between the rich and the poor. In 
this way, archaeology can be said 
to be using the past to serve the 
present and the future. If 
archaeology as a discipline can 
achieve these objectives in 
Nigeria, it would have done its 
duty as a discipline of study.

Furthermore, cultural heritage 
of Nigeria and archaeology can 
help educate the public to 
disabuse its mind from the idea 
that Nigeria has no cultural 
heritage and by exhibiting 
cultural remains of the different 
ethnic groups within the Country, 
a sense of respect can be 
developed which will further 
enhance self-belongings.

In conclusion, having seen the 
role of archaeology in creating 
cultural awareness, it can be 
deduced that archaeology is the 
only field of study that covers all 
times, periods and all geographic 
regions inhabited by humans. As 
such, the present primary / 
secondary curricula can be 
enhanced through the use of 
archaeological resources to 
educate the public, this will help 
to rebuild respect for traditional 
knowledge and sustenance of 
cultural value.

IKOKU NKECHI STELLA is a 
Chief Museum Education 
Officer, National Commission 
for Museums and Monuments, 
Abuja.

 By IKOKU NKECHI STELLA

Archaeology’s role towards cultural awareness in schools
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L L  t h a n k s  a n d  

adorations are due to AAllah, the Most-High, 

the Sustainer and Cherisher of 

the universe. May His bounties 

and blessings be upon His noble 

Prophet, Muhammad Sallallahu 

'a la ih i  Wa-  Sa l l am ,  h i s  

households, companions and all 

that followed his footprints till 

the day of Resurrection.
Mr. Chairman Sir, invited 

guests ,  d ign i tar ies ,  and 

members of the general public 

present here, permit me to join 

o t h e r  w e l l - w i s h e r s  i n  

congratulating the Muslim 

Ummah for witnessing yet 

another blessed month of 

Ramadan.
It indeed gives me pleasure to 

be here today, not because I am 

the best, or the best person that 

can do justice to this topic, but 

rather to contribute the very 

little I have in the struggle of re-

defining and re-awakening the 

Muslims, traders, businessmen 

and women. 
Mr. Chairman Sir, the topic 

chosen for today's presentation 

i s  t i m e l y,  t a k i n g  i n t o  

consideration the numerous 

cha l lenges we faced as  

individuals and communities in 

the way we conduct ourselves, 

before, during and after 

Ramadan. The role and duties or 

the expectations of a Muslim 

t r a d e r  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  

overemphasized. We all agree, 

as individuals and communities 

that, in some quotas today, all is 

not well in terms of the proper 

way of handling or managing our 

businesses. 
Mr. Chairman Sir, it is my firm 

belief that, as Muslims and 

followers of the Sunnah of 

Prophet Muhammad SAW we will 

get it right, now and forever, 

when we submit totally to the 

teachings of Allahu Subhanahu 

Wa-Ta'ala, and align ourselves 

with the Sunnah of Prophet 

Muhammad Sallallahu 'alaihi 

Wa- Sallam, we will overcome 

these challenges and have a 

brighter future. This paper shall 

look at Islam and Trade, Ethics 

and Characteristics of a Muslim 

Trader.
Ethics and Characteristics 

of a Muslim trader

Trust, is the first quality of a 

Muslim trader, rather, it is more 

important than financial wealth 

(cash). His trustworthiness 

shall earn him moral immunity 

and an unshakable balance in 

his life. An adage says: “He who 

fulfills the trust, shares with 

people their money”.
What is the benefit of a trader 

who lacks trust, even if he has a 

lot of money, as long as 

whoever deals with him is not 

safe from treachery or 

betrayal? And what about his 

faith and religion: when he 

prays in a place that does not 

belong to him, or performs 

ablution with water that he 

does not own, or sleeps while 

the  oppressed  i s  busy  

complaining about him to Allah, 

the Almighty? Said the Most 

High: 
  óäæõÚ?óÑ ?ãöå öÏ?åóÚóæ ?ãöåöÊ?óä?óãóö? ?ãõå  óäÜÜÜÜÜÜÜíöÐ?á?óæÜÜÜÜÜÜÜ3?

(  ¡ÌÑÇÚãáÇ)3?
And those who are faithful to 

their trusts and their covenant 

(Q 70, 32)
Trading is one of the best 

worldly works in which people 

get their livelihoods to cater for 

themselves, their families and 

dependents, and also to serve 

their communities, and what 

distinguishes the Muslim trader 

from others is his adherence to 

the core values of his religion, 

and his constant trust in his 

Lord, Allahu Subhanahu Wa-

Ta'ala.
Therefore, it was imperative 

for every Muslim trader in this 

time to know the morals, 

c o m m a n d m e n t s ,  a n d  

prohibitions that are related to 

his business. This is due to the 

spread of taboos, and the large 

number of suspicions that 

plague most transactions, that 

made some traders and 

businessmen and women to 

deviate from the pure teaching 

of Allah Subhanahu Wa-Ta'ala, 

and His noble Prophet, 

Muhammad Sallallahu 'alaihi 

Wa- Sallam. 
One of the first things that a 

Muslim trader is reminded of in 

this regard is that his trade 

(business) should not distract 

him from remembering Allah, 

the Almighty, nor from prayer, 

nor from reciting the Holy 

Qur'an, nor from fulfilling 

Allah's right to his money (alms 

giving). Allahu Subhanahu Wa-

Ta'ala has praised His faithful 

servants whose trade does not 

distract them. Said the Most 

High:
 öãÇóÞöÅóæ ö?Ü ? öÑ?ßöÐ äóÚ ñÚ?íóÈ ó?óæ ?ÉóÑ?óÌöÊ ?ãöåÜíöå?áõÊ ?? ?áÇóÌöÑ
 õÈæõáõÞ?á? öªÜíöÝ õÈ?áóÞóÊóÊ Ç?ã?æóí óäæõÝÇóÎóí öÉ?æóß?Òá? öÁ?ÇóÊíöÅóæ öÉ?æóá?Õá?

(  ¡ÑæäáÇ)  õÑ?óÕ?Èó???óæ3? 3?
M e n  w h o m  n e i t h e r  

merchandise nor selling diverts 

from the remembrance of Allah 

and the keeping up of prayer 

and the giving of poor-rate; 

they fear a day in which the 

hearts and eyes shall turn 

about. (al-Nur, 37)
And he cautioned those that 

are being carried away by their 

businesses to remember Allah 

and His teachings in their 

business premises, said the 

Exalted:
 äóÚ ?ãõßõÏ?óá?æóÃ ?ó?óæ ?ãõßõá?óæ?ãóÃ ?ãõßöå?áõÊ ó? úÇæõäóãÇóÁ óäíöÐ?á? Çóå?íóÃ??óí
 9 óäæõÑöÓ?óÎ?á? õãõå  óßöÆ??óáúæõÃóÝ óßöá?óÐ ?áóÚ?Ýóí äóãóæ ?ö?ÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÜ ? öÑ?ßöÐ

(9 ¡äæÞÝÇäãáÇ)
O you who believe! let not 

your wealth, or your children, 

d i v e r t  y o u  f r o m  t h e  

remembrance of Allah; and 

whoever does that, these are 

the losers. (al-Munafiqun, 9)
He is the one who asks and 

investigates not to enter into an 

un lawfu l  and forb idden 

transaction, whatever it is, and 

does not eat the money of the 

people with falsehood, and has 

fully submitted himself to the 

commandments of his Allah, 

while He addressed him and 

says:
 ìóáöÅ ?ÇóåöÈ úÇæõá?ÏõÊóæ öáöØ?óÈ?á?öÈ ãõßóä?íóÈ ãõßóá?óæ?ãóÃ úÇ?æõáõß?ÃóÊ ó?óæ
 ?ãõÊÜÜÜäóÃóæ öã?Ëö???öÈ öÓÇ?äÜÜÜá? öá?óæ?ãóÃ ?äöøã Ç?ÞÜÜíöÑóÝ úÇæõáõß?ÃóÊöá öãÇ?ßõÍ?á?

 .(  ¡ÉÑÞÈáÇ)  óäæõãóá?ÚóÊ?88 ?88
And do not swallow up your 

property among yourselves by 

false means, neither seek to 

gain access thereby to the 

judges, so that you may 

swallow up a part of the 

property of men wrongfully 

while you know. (al-Baqarah, 

188).
Some of the Characteristics of 

a Muslim Trader includes:
F i r s t :  H o n e s t y  a n d  

trustworthiness.  The Prophet 

of Islam, may the peace of Allah 

be upon him, said: 
 äíÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÞÏÕáÇæ äííÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÈäáÇ Úã ÞæÏÕáÇ ÑÌÇÊáÇ�

? ��  �äÓÍ  Ë?ÏÍ  áÇÞæ íÐãÑÊáÇ åÇæÑ ÁÇÏªÔáÇæ
“The honest and trustworthy 

trader is with the prophets, the 

truthful ones, and the martyrs”. 

(Narrated by Tirmidhi)
 ì?áÕõãáÇ ìáÅ ãáÜÜÓæ ªíáÚ  ?  ìáÕ  íÜÈäáÇ ÌÑÎ  ÏÜÞÝ

 ¡ÑÇÌÊáÇ ÑÜÜÔÚã Ç? :áÇÜÞÝ ¡äæÚ?ÇÜÈÊ? ÓÇäáÇ ìÃÑÝ Çðãæ?
 ÇæÚÝÑæ ¡ãáÜÓæ ªíáÚ  ?  ìáÕ  ?  áæÜÓÑá ÇæÜÈÇÌÊÓÇÝ
 äæËÚÜÜÈõ? ÑÇÌÊáÇ äÅ" :áÇÜÞÝ ¡ªíáÅ ãªóÑÇÕÜÈÃæ ãªÜÞÇäÚÃ
 ."ÞÏÕæ ¡?ÑÜÜÈæ ¡?  ìÜÞ?ÊÇ äóã ?Å ¡ÇðÑÇ?ÌõÝ ÉãÇíÜÞáÇ ãæ?
(  ¡íÐãÑÊáÇ)???0
In similar vein, Rufa'ata Bn 

Rafi' narrated that “Prophet 

Muhammad Sallallahu 'alaihi 

Wa- Sallam went out to pray, he 

saw people trading, and he 

said: “O our traders”. So they 

responded to the Messenger of 

Allah, raised their necks and 

looked at him, he said: “On the 

d a y  o f  R e s u r r e c t i o n ,  

(merchants (traders, men and 

women) will be resurrected as 

ungodly, except for those who 

fear Allah, righteous, and are 

truthful. (Tirmidhy, 1210).
Second: Keeping away from 

suspicions.
 ÈáÇØ íÜÈÃ äÜÈ íáÚ  äÜÈ äÜÓÍáÇ ¡ÏãÜÍã íÈÃ äÚ
 ìáÕ  ?  áæÜÓÑ äã ÊÙÝÜÍ :áÇÜÞ ¡ÇãªäÚ ?  íÖÑ
 äÅÝ ¡ßÜÜÈ?Ñ? ?  Çã ìáÅ ßÜÈ?Ñ? Çã ÚÏ" :ãáÜÓæ ªíáÚ  ?
 ¡íÐãÑÊáÇ åÇæÑ ."ÉÜÜÜÜÜÜÈ?Ñ ÈÐßáÇæ ¡ÉäíäÃãØ ÞÏÕáÇ

  .äÓÍ  Ë?ÏÍ  áÇÞæ
On the authority of Abu 

Muhammad, al-Hassan Bn Ali 

Bn Abi Talib, May Allah be 

pleased with them, said: 

“Leave what makes you doubt 

for what does not make you 

doubt, for truthfulness is 

reassurance, and falsehood is 

distrust”, (Tirmidhy, 2442)
Third: Giving more alms, and 

not being satisfied with the 

obligatory.
 áæÜÓÑ ÏªÚ íÝ Çäß :áÇÜÞ ¡ÉÒÑÛ íÜÈÃ äÜÈ ÓíÞ  äÚ

 ÇäÜÜÈ ÑãÝ ÉÑÜÜÓÇãÓáÇ ìãÜÜÓä ãáÜÓæ ªíáÚ  ?  ìáÕ  ?
 æª ãÜÜÜÓÇÈ ÇäÇãÜÜÓÝ ãáÜÜÓæ ªíáÚ  ?  ìáÕ  ?  áæÜÜÓÑ
 ÚíÜÜÜÜÈáÇ äÅ ¡ÑÇÌÊáÇ ÑÜÜÜÔÚã Ç?" :áÇÜÜÜÞÝ ¡ªäã  äÜÜÜÓÍÃ
 íÜÈÃ ääÓ) .ÉÞÏÕáÇÈ åæÈæÔÝ ¡ÝáÍáÇæ æÛááÇ åÑÖÍ?
 ÝáÜÍáÇ ÇªØáÇÎ? ÉÑÇÌÊáÇ íÝ ÈÇÜÈ ÚæíÜÈáÇ ÈÇÊß ¡ÏæÇÏ
(  :ãÞÑ Ë?ÏÍ  ¡æÛááÇæ33?6
On the authority of Qais bin 

Abi Ghazra, he said: during the 

Prophet's time, we were called 

brokers, so the Messenger of 

Allah, may Allah's peace and 

blessings be upon him, passed 

by us and called us by a better 

name, and he said: “O business 

people, selling is attended by 

idle talk and swearing, so mix it 

with charity”. (Abu Dawood, 

3326)

“Trading is one of the best worldly works 
in which people get their livelihoods to 
cater for themselves, their families and 
dependents, and also to serve their 
communities, and what distinguishes the 
Muslim trader from others is his adherence 
to the core values of his religion, and his 
constant trust in his Lord, Allahu 
Subhanahu Wa-Ta'ala.”

Dr. Yusuf Abdullahi Yusuf

F R A G M E N T

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

THE 

To be continued next week

Role of Muslim trader before, during Ramadan
DR .YUSUF ABDULLAHI YUSUF
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