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group,
EndMalariaInNig
eria has

described malaria as the
biggest killer disease in
Nigeria with over 10
Million cases and
200,000 deaths
annually, which amount
to about 31.9% of the
global Malaria indices.
This was made known in

a statement issued by
Francis Nwapa Watch,
Convener of
#EndMalarialnNigeria on

Monday.
The group commended
the efforts and

interventions being made
by wvarious groups,
individuals and
government agencies over
the years towards malaria

(g

elimination in Nigeria.

The group in the
statement released ahead
of World Malaria Day on
Wednesday, themed; 'Time
to deliver zero malaria:
invest, innovate,
implement,' said it is
worrisome that the Nigeria
Vaccine Development
Laboratory which was
active for about six

decades, between 1940
and 1991, producing large
quantities of vaccines
against smallpox, rabies,
yellow fever for not only
Nigeria, but neighbouring
countries like Cameroon,
has remained dormant.
The statement said it's
important to remind the
“Nigerian authority and

Plateau Southern Senatorial District Senator, Prof. Nora Ladi Dadu‘ut test riding one of the tricycles
presented to the youths of her Senatorial Zone recently in Shendam, Shendam LGA Photo: DANLADI DUK

Over 10m malaria cases,
geath recorded annually

policymakers that Malaria
has remained a huge
public health challenge
and the highest killer
disease in Nigeria with
over 10 million cases and
200,000 deaths annually,
this amount to about
31.9% of the global
Malaria indices”.

It continued,
"#EndMalarialnNigeria
commends efforts and
interventions being made
by various groups,
individuals and
government agencies over
the years towards malaria
elimination in Nigeria and
it is in recognition of this
that we have in the last one
year advocated a
redirection in the methods
of intervention from
curative to preventive.

"Although the use of IPT,
prophylaxis and
distribution of ITNs to
pregnant women has
helped in reducing malaria
mortality among pregnant
women in some regions of
the country when
compared to previous
records, however, certain
factors have limited the
effectiveness of these
methods. Most rural
Nigerian women due to
lack of education are still
attached to some cultural
and religious beliefs that
dissuade them from taking
these treatments.

"Also, the poor housing
system with no ventilation
compounded with epileptic

Buhari warns Nigerians trapped in Sudan against traveling

the

its
relevant agencies had been
working to ensure the
smooth evacuation of all
Nigerians trapped in

he President

Muhammadu Buhari-
led Nigerian government
has warned Nigerian
nationals who are stranded
in Sudan due to the
ongoing conflict in the
North-East African country
not to travel to
neighbouring borders
without the assistance of

the government or any of
its agencies.

This was mentioned in a
joint press release from
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Ministry of
Humanitarian Affairs,
Disaster Management and
Social Development dated
24th of April, 2023.

According to the

statement,
government and

Sudan, adding that
undertaking any trip
against the government's
directives will pose people
to danger and risk.

The government,
therefore, urged students
to remain calm and in
constant communication
with officials from the
Nigerian Embassy in
Sudan for instructions and
updates.

The statement reads:
“The Honourable
Ministers, Ministry of

Foreign Affairs and Federal
Ministry of Humanitarian
Affairs, Disaster
Management and Social
Development express
concern over the dire
humanitarian situation in
Sudan and empathise with
the entire civilian
population in the country,

Continued on page 2

power supply is a
discouraging factor for not
using distributed
insecticide-treated nets
(ITNs)

"Recently, Nigeria and
Ghana approved the
R21/Matrix-M malaria
vaccine produced by Oxford
University which is an
improved version of the
RTS,S vaccine that has
already been approved by
the WHO.

"It is worrisome that the
Nigeria Vaccine
Development Laboratory
that was active for about six
decades, between 1940
and 1991, producing large
quantities of vaccines
against smallpox, rabies,
and yellow fever for not
only Nigeria, but
neighbouring countries like
Cameroon, Central Africa
and a few other countries in
Africa, has remained
dormant.

“Though it was closed in
1991 by the federal
government which said it
wanted to reactivate and
upgrade the facility, its
resuscitation has remained
a mirage. A once-viable

laboratory has been
abandoned to donor
funding.

Continued on page 2
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Over 10m malaria cases,
death recorded annually

Continued from page 1

"Similarly, the Nigeria
Institute of Medical
Research (NIMR)
established under the
Enabling Act of 1977 which
focuses on scientific areas
of research in Biochemistry
and Nutrition, Virology
Vaccinology, Immunology,
Health System and Policy
Research, Reproductive,
Maternal and Childhood
Diseases Research, Clinical
Science, Microbiology,
Molecular Biology

Biotechnology and Public
Health, with studies that
focus on diseases, has also
remained underfunded by
left to

government and
donor funding.

"252 Days after the
inauguration of the
Dangote-led Nigeria
Malaria Elimination
Council, nothing
significant has been heard
of the council inaugurated
by President Muhammadu
Buhari to mobilize
resources towards the
fight against malaria. Just
as our organization stated
when it was inaugurated
that it was a 'wild goose
chase and a business for
the big boys," we have
been vindicated.”

It called on the
government to invest in
primary health care and
improve remuneration for

health workers.

“We also call on the
government to open and
adequately fund research
centres in universities
across the nation,” it said.

"Nigeria can attain a
malaria-free status. A
country is granted malaria-
free certification by WHO
when the country proves
that it has interrupted
indigenous transmission of
the disease for at least 3
consecutive years.

If African countries like
Lesotho, Mauritius,
Algeria, Libya, Egypt, LA
Reunion, Seychelles,
Tunisia have been declared
malaria-free, then Nigeria
can put an end to the over
200, 000 malaria mortality
annually," the statement
added.

We don’'t issue horse

whips, sticks -police

THE Nigeria Police Force
has said that the police
authorities do not issue
horse whips and sticks to
officers and therefore
asked Nigerians to report
any police officer found
using horse whips and
sticks while on duty.

The Force Public
Relations Officer, CSP
Olumuyiwa Adejobi, who
said this on Tuesday
morning on his Twitter
handle described the use
of horse whip and sticks by
some police officers as an
act of indiscipline and
inappropriate behaviour.

Adejobi questioned
where the officers get the
horse whip and sticks as

the police authorities only
issue arms, batons and
other approved
accoutrements to officers.

The Force spokesperson
said, "We don't condone
indiscipline and
inappropriate behaviour. I
have said severally that
when you see policemen
dress dirty or shabbily, it's
not systemic but personal.
If you see policemen with
horse whip or stick, it's not
normal. Such a policeman
isabad egg.

"Police don't issue a
horse whip or stick to any
of its personnel, so where
did he get it? We issue
arms and batons, and

Buhari warns Nigerians trapped in Sudan against traveling

Buhari
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including the Nigerian
students, and other
members of the Nigerian
community caught up in
the on-going crisis
between the Sudanese
Army and the Paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces.
“The Honourable
Ministers note with concern
that some of these
students are trying to find
their way to contiguous
borders of either Egypt,
Eritrea, Ethiopia or Chad on
theirown.

“In line with the directive
of the President and
Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces of the

Federal Republic of
Nigeria, Muhammadu
Buhari, GCFR, the

Humanitarian Sector
comprising FMHADMSD,
National Emergency
Management Agency
(NEMA), National
Commission for Refugees,
Migrants and Internally
Displaced Persons
(NCFRMI) is working very
closely with the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs and
Nigerian Missions in the
countries bordering Sudan,
as well as with other
relevant stakeholders
especially the Nigerians in
Diaspora Commission
(NIDCOM), Federal
Ministry of Health, the
Nigerian Armed Forces,
National Intelligence
Agency (NIA), and
International
Humanitarian
Organizations such as
International Organization
for Migration (10M) to
immediately evacuate
these Students and other
affected Nigerian citizens.
“The Ministers,
therefore, urge parents to
advise their wards that
while concerted efforts are
being made to evacuate
them, the students should
endeavour to remain calm
and maintain constant
communication with
officials of the Nigerian
Embassy in Sudan for
instructions and updates.
They can reach the
Embassy Officials on the
following telephone
n um U>ber s,
+2348035866773,
+249961956284,
+2348063636862,
+249961956274,
+2349066663493.

“Furthermore, they are
also advised to guard
against undertaking the
treacherous journey to the
borders on their own, in
view of the dangers
involved.

“On this note, the
Honourable Ministers

emphasise that concrete
plans are underway, to
deploy, very shortly, air
transport to evacuate all
stranded Nigerian citizens
through the identified safe
transit areas back home to
Nigeria in safety and
dignity.”

Alkali

other approved
accoutrements to our men.
We condemn all these bad
and unprofessional acts or
attitudes.

"How can a policeman be
beating someone with a
horse whip when we know
it's not even properto flog a
child with a horse whip, let
alone a grown-up Nigerian?
It'sinhuman.”

Explore natural capital to finance SDGs
-AfDB urges Nigerians

Africa must use all its
comparative advantages to
mobilise the resources it
needs to finance its
sustainable development
ambitions.

The African Development
Bank (AfDB) Group made the
call in a statement on its
website on Tuesday.

The statement reported the
Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and
Development (OECD) as
saying that since 2010,
Africa's official development
assistance declined to its
lowest level of 34 billion
dollarsin 2022.

It said the continent's
access to international
capital markets remained
constrained and costly due to
investors' perceptions of high
risk.

However, it said the
continent was not short of
options as it could draw
immense potential of natural
capital, including fresh water,
forests and extensive mineral
deposits to attract

Buhari, Obasanjo, Gowon, others to attend Osinbajo book launch

President Muhammadu
Buhari will lead other eminent
Nigerian leaders to participate
in a virtual launch of a book
written by 25 journalists and
writers in honour of Vice
President Yemi Osinbajo.

The virtual launch will now
be held at 5pm on May 1, 2023
and not the earlier advertised
date of April 25, 2023.

Entitled: “Osinbajo Strides,”
the book chronicles the
various aspects of the Vice
President's life from childhood
to career, politics, family life
and his service as the nation's
most impactful number two
citizen.

The Foreword is written by
for Head of State,
Abudulsalami Abubakar.

President Buhari is the
Father of the Day at the event,
while former Head of State,
General Yakubu Gowon, will
chair the book launch.

Other eminent Nigerians
expected at the event include
former President Olusegun
Obasanjo; President-Elect,
Bola Ahmed Tinubu; Senate
President, Ahmad Lawan;
House of Representatives
Speaker, Femi Gbajabiamila;
Vice President-Elect, Kashim
Shettima; national chairman,
All Progressives Congress
(APC), Abdullahi Adamu;
Chief Emeka Anyaoku; all
State Governors; Senators
and House of Representatives
members; many captains of
industry; and prominent
Nigerians.

Famed author, Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie, will speak on
the theme: “Inspiring a New
Nigeria.”

Twenty five prominent
journalists and writers from
across the country had come
together to write the book:
“"OSINBAJO STRIDES:
Defining Moments of An
Innovative Leader,” as earlier
announced.

They include: Richard
Akinnola, Azu Ishiekwene,
Garba Mohammed, Etim Etim,
Donu Kogbara, Sadiq
Abdullateef, Fatima Mamman-
Daura, James Akpandem,
Mustapha Ogunsakin, Dayo
Akintobi, Wale Adeduro,
Columba Ogah, Haruna
Abdullahi, Temilade Okesanjo

and Arukaino Umukoro.

Others are Olaolu Beckley,
Jude Zoho, Vitalis
Obidiaghaa, Seun Bisuga,
Seyi Gesinde, Faith Dafe-
Joseph, Muritala Ayinla,
Abimbola Olaniyan and
Ibrahim Bature.

Jahman Anikulapo served
as the Editorial Consultant
for the work.

The book is essentially a
collection of essays written
by journalists, writers and
other persons from different
walks of life.

It periscopes the Vice
President's public service
since he was Special Adviser
to the Attorney-General of
the Federation in 1988 to
date.

investment and accelerate
economic growth.

“This is what the Annual
Meetings of the AfDB
scheduled to take place from
May 22 to 26 in Sharm El

Sheikh, Egypt, intend to
demonstrate," it stated.
According to the

statement, about 30per cent
of global mineral reserves is
in Africa, including 60per cent
of world cobalt reserves and
90per cent of platinum-group
metals.

It further said the continent
contributed substantially to
the world's annual production
of six key minerals.

“This includes 80 per cent
of platinum, 77 per cent of
cobalt, 51 per cent of
manganese, 46 per cent of
diamonds, 39 per cent of
chromium and 22 per cent of
gold.

“Africa holds seven per cent
of the world's natural gas and
oil reserves, has more than
60 per cent of undeveloped
arable land, and is home to
13 per cent of the world's
population.

“Sixty per cent of its people
are under 25 years of age, the
youngest population in the
world.

“About 75 per cent of
African countries have
maritime access, offering
significant opportunities in
the blue economy, which has
a global potential of an
estimated 1.5 trillion dollars if
sustainably managed," it
said.

The statement said
hundreds of internationally
listed junior mining
companies over the vyears
had mobilised considerable
capital by promoting the
value of their exploration or
extraction licenses for African
deposits on markets.

According to the
statement, governments

have often failed to harness
this natural potential to
mobilise resources.

It further explained that
hundreds of millions of people
exploited natural capital in an
ad hoc manner; for instance,
in the charcoal industry, which
relied on an economic model
of deforestation.

However, it said some
countries were effectively
taking advantage of natural
capital. Morocco, for example,
had established huge solar
and wind energy plants.

" In 2022, British renewable
energy company Xlinks
announced the construction of
a 3800-kilometre submarine
cable to allow the UK to take
advantage of this energy.

“Egypt harnesses the Nile
River and the Suez Canal in
various ways.

“The country also has the
Benban solar photovoltaic
power plant, inaugurated in
2018, contributing to
increasing the renewable
energy output to 42 per cent
of the total by 2035.

“Benban is expected to
reduce carbon dioxide
emissions by two million
tonnes annually.

“When running at full
capacity, it will generate 3.8
terawatt-hours of electricity
per year, equivalent to 90 per
cent of the electricity
produced by Aswan High
Dam," it said.

The statement said AfDB's
annual meetings would
feature discussions of how
Africa's natural capital could
be an important financing
vehicle for the continent's
climate change adaptation.

It would also feature
mitigation actions, Africa's
green growth ambitions, and
its private sector investment.

It said the discussions would
feature climate change and
natural capital experts,
African ministers, and Bank
governors.
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NIGERIA'S food systems
which reflect the diverse

rich food heritage are known
for their flavor, variety, and the
use of local ingredients such as
cassava, yams, plantains,
spices among others. However,

despite the richness of Nigerian

food, the country faces several
challenges in its food systems
that affect its people's nutrition
and health.

One of the significant
challenges in Nigeria's food
system remains food
insecurity, which affects over
90 million Nigerians according
to the Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United
Nations (FAO). The country's
food production system faces
several challenges, including a
lack of modern farming
techniques, inadequate
infrastructure, and the impacts
of climate change which leads
to reduced agricultural yields.

Another challenge is the issue
of malnutrition, which affects
both children and adults in
Nigeria. According to a report
by the Global Nutrition Report,
one in three Nigerian children
under the age of five is stunted
due to malnutrition.
Malnutrition in adults is also
high, with a high prevalence of
micronutrient deficiencies such
asiron, vitamin A, and iodine.

The food distribution system
in Nigeria also presents
challenges, with many rural
areas lacking adequate

Abubakar
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transportation and storage
facilities to ensure food
reaches the people who need
it. This leads to food waste,
especially of perishable
produce such as fruits and
vegetables.

Despite these challenges,
there are several efforts put in
place by the federal
government to improve

GWU JOHN, YUSUF BABALOLA
- - =

@
(- r""_"""

. [ f

ey

writes.

—— e

production and distribution
such as the Anchor Borrowers'
Programme and the National
Home Grown School Feeding
Programme and additionally,
there are ongoing efforts to
improve agricultural practices
through the use of modern
farming techniques, including
the adoption of irrigation
systems and the use of

Nigeria's food systems. For improved varieties and some

instance, the initiated
programmes to increase food

climate adapted agricultural
practices.

Another promising
development is the growth of
the agribusiness sector in
Nigeria. The sector is
increasingly attracting private
sector investment, with several
companies investing in the
production, processing, and
distribution of food products in
the country. This investment is
creating jobs and supporting
the growth of the country's
economy.

However, according to the
FAO, for Nigeria to attain food
self-sufficiency, the country's
current food systems need to
be transformed to help her
achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals agenda,
not only through production
technologies but also
entrenching sustainable and
inclusive food systems in the
structure of governance and
administration.

This was part of the

conclusions reached by the
organisation as contained in
the recently released Nigeria
Food Security Assessment
profile.

The assessment gathered a
wide range of food system
actors in Nigeria through a
consultation process where
they shared views on key
issues and challenges and
analysed potential solutions.
The assessment was part of a
joint initiative launched by the
European Union (EU), FAO, and
the French Research Centre for
Agricultural Development,
(CIRAD) in collaboration with
the Government of Nigeria.

Its purpose was to identify
key constraints and entry
points for understanding the
bottlenecks to sustainable food
systems, and to propose
innovative policy and
investment solutions to make
food systems more sustainable
and inclusive.

FAO noted that the current
food systems are unable to
fulfil their purpose of providing
nutritious and healthy food for
all and contributing to
enhanced livelihood
opportunities in an
environmentally sustainable
way.

According to the FAO Nigeria
office, gaps such as low yields,
post-harvest losses, food
safety concerns and climate

systems

Proliferation of agro-cargo airports by state government despite non-viability of existing ones have become a source of
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change impacts, coupled with
weak implementation of
relevant policies and
legislation, are combining to
stagnate the country's
agriculture production.
Commenting on the report,
FAO country representative in
Nigeria and ECOWAS, Fred
Kafeero highlighted four key
challenges hindering the
country from transitioning
towards a desirable sustainable
food system are highlighted
therein.

These include food system
vulnerability to internal and
global shocks; underdeveloped
agrifood value chains; food
system vulnerability to climate
change and natural resource
degradation and poor diet
quality and high prevalence of
food and nutrition insecurity.
There is no gainsaying that
Nigeria's food systems face
several challenges that affect
the nutrition and health of its
people. However, the ongoing
efforts to address these
challenges and improve the
country's food production,
distribution, and consumption
systems need to be redoubled.
These efforts are critical to
ensuring that Nigerians have
access to nutritious food and
can lead healthy and productive
lives of its citizens.

Source: Leadership



CBN defends Forex ban on
stockfish importation

THE Central Bank of Nigeria,

has said that the foreign
exchange restriction
imposed on importation of
stockfish was to resuscitate
the domestic fishery
industries, conserve foreign
exchange (forex), and
improve employment
generation.

This follows revelations by
the Norwegian Seafood
Council that stockfish
import to Nigeria from
Norway declined by 5.9
percent to N3.2 billion in
2022 from N3.4 billion in
2021.

The Council has revealed
that 10,740 metric tons of
stockfish, comprising both
the head and bodies were
imported into the country in
2022, behind 14,997 and
13,845 metric tons of
mackerel and herrings
imported during the same
period.

Speaking at the just
concluded Norwegian
Seafood Seminar held in
Lagos, Director of Trade and
Exchange Department for
the CBN, Dr Ozoemena
Nnaji, said that the apex
bank had to include
stockfish among the 43
items that have been
restricted from accessing
Forex due to the scarce
foreign exchange currently
being experienced in the
country.

Represented by Mrs.
Bukola Adenubi, an official
of the apex bank, Nnaji also
said that the move was also
meant to grow the local
fishery capacity of Nigerians
with a view to exporting
Nigerian aquatic products.

He said: “CBN in an effort
to conserve scarce foreign
exchange restricted access

Nigeria lost N2.3trn revenue to oil theft

NIGERIA has lost an
opportunity to produce and
sell about 65,700,000
barrels of oil in the last one
year due to issues bothering
on pipeline vandalism and
the resultant oil theft.

This translates to about
N2.3tn loss in oil revenue if
the prevailing exchange rate
and average oil price are
used.

The Chairman of Shell
Companies in Nigeria, Dr
Osagie Okubor, said at the
just concluded Nigerian
International Energy
Summit held in Abuja, said
the 180, 000 barrels per day
Trans Niger Pipeline had
remained shut for more
than one year- March 2022
toMarch 2023.

The loss from March last
year to March this year
brings total shut in/loss to
about 65, 700, 000 barrels.
Brent crude price averaged
about $83 per barrel from
March 2022 to March 2023,
meaning the country could
have lost as much as N2.3tr
to the menace.

Emefiele

to 43 items including stockfish
in2015.

“The aim of the restriction is to
conserve forex, resuscitation of

domestic industries and
improve employment
generation. Note that the

restriction is not a ban on
import but a restriction on
access to FX".

Meanwhile, Mr Trond Kostveit,
Director Africa, Norwegian
Seafood Council, urged the
Federal Government to
reconsider the removal of
stockfish from the list, saying:
“We started the process three
years ago to see if it is possible
to delist stockfish from foreign
exchange ban because there
are many good arguments why
the product should not be on
the list.

“The forex ban has made the
price of stockfish in local
markets quite expensive,
especially for consumers.

“The cost of getting forex at

The TNP, a Joint Venture
operated by SPDC is a major
pipeline capable of
transporting about 180,000
barrels of crude per day to the
Bonny export terminal.

Speaking at the NIES,
Okunbor said the TNP
remained shut for one year due
to the massive crude oil theft
on the pipeline.

The pipeline, according to
Shell, is part of the gas liquids
evacuation infrastructure,
critical for continued domestic
power generation and liquefied
gas exports.

He said, “What keeps me
awake today as regards my
onshore business in Shell is the
fact that we cannot operate a
pipeline, and that's what is
responsible for the 60 percent
capacity. I think today that is
almost just how much gas we
can supply,” he said.

“And this is because one of
our key gas infrastructures —
the TNP — was shut down for
one year; we removed 460
illegal connections on that line.
We just reopened that line.
Today we are struggling to

the parallel market is taking a
toll on stockfish imports. For
consumers, stockfish heads
are the only source of proteins.

“It will be very beneficial if we
can get access to the official
exchange rate and thereby,
reduce the cost of the fish for
consumers,” Kostveit said.

He noted that Norway was not
competing with any Nigeria
local fish species.

“We understand the ban is
made to promote local
aquaculture production but
the product is not a threat to
Nigerian aquaculture.

“When we tried to say that
stockfish has become such an
important part of the Nigerian
diet and it is very important,
that we make it cheaper.

“So, we will continue this
appeal and hopefully, we can
see that soon, it is possible to
delist stockfish from the
foreign exchange ban,” he
said.

catch up with our first
programme.”

Okunbor said the loss was
often viewed as affecting
Nigeria's oil production quota
to the Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting
Countries.

He stressed that the
situation was also having
devastating implications on
the supply of gas to the
Nigeria Liquefied Natural Gas.

“So, if you ask me what the
number one issue has to be for
the incoming administration,
it has to be the security of oil
and gas infrastructure. If you
don't fix it, then we have a
huge problem on our hands,”
Okunbor said.

Okunbor advised the
incoming administration to
prioritised the security of oil
infrastructure.

There were reports that the
Federal Government was
planning to reopen the
pipeline last October.

However, talks with the Bodo
community in the Gokana
Local Government Area of
Rivers State appear to have
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FROM N3,778.30 per five
kilogramme of the
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) in March, last year,
the average average retail
price rose to N4,610.48
last month.

The National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) made this
known in its document
entitled: "“Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (Cooking
Gas) Price Watch (March
2023)."

It said the product rose
by 0.22 per cent from
N4,600.57 in February
2023.

The document stated:
“The average retail price
for refilling a 5kg cylinder
of Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(Cooking Gas)
by 0.22 per cent on a

month-on-month basis ¥

from N4,600.57 recorded
in February 2023 to
N4,610.48 in March 2023.
On a year-on-year basis,
this rose by 22.03 per cent
from N3,778.30 in March
2022."

NBS noted that on state
profile analysis, Kwara
recorded the highest
average price for refilling a
5kg cylinder of Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (Cooking
Gas) with N4,962.87,
followed by Abuja with
N4,940, and Adamawa
with N4,915.

It however, said Rivers
recorded the lowest price
with N4,204.45, followed
by Abia and Anambra with

increased |
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N4,220.15 and N4,232.75
respectively.

The data added that analysis
by zone showed that the
North-Central recorded the
highest average retail price for
refilling a 5kg Cylinder of
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(Cooking Gas) with
N4,872.20, followed by the
North-West with N4,651.93,
while the South-East recorded
the lowest with N4,441.55.
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NBS explained that also, the
average retail price for
refilling a 12.5kg Cylinder of
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(Cooking Gas) increased by
0.09% on a month-on-month
basis from N10,253.39 in
February 2023 to N10,262.56
in March 2023.

The Bureau said on a year-
on-year basis, this rose by
34.72% from N7,617.71 in
March 2022.

222.5 million Nigerians use

THERE were 222.5
million telephone
subscribers in Nigeria as
at end of 2022, the
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collapsed.

Okunbor however said
Nigeria was not short of
frameworks and written
documents on how to tackle
the various challenges in the
oil sector.

He noted that the decade of
gas document, for example,
included steps to deepen gas
use, but implementation
remained a challenge.

On his part, Managing
Director of Nigerian Liquefied
Natural Gas Limited, Philip
Mshelbila, pointed out that
40 per cent of globally
renowned gas firms' capacity
had been lying fallow due to
theft.

He added that the lack of
power to execute the
recommendations and
policies in the various
documents and laws of the oil
sector remained a challenge
to the industry.

Last year, the Nigerian
National Petroleum Company
said it detected an illegal
connection on the Trans
Escravos pipeline looped to
the four-kilometre Afremo
test line.

telephones

National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) has said.

The 2022 figure showed an
increase of 27.1 million
subscribers over the 195.5
million subscribers recorded
attheendof 2021.

The NBS stated the figures
in its Telecoms Data: Active
Voice and Internet per State,
Porting and Tariff Information
report for the last quarter of
2022, released in Abuja on
recently.

The report showed that the
figure for the last quarter of
2022 represented a 13.87
per cent rise in voice
subscriptions on a year-on-
year basis.

On a quarter-on-quarter
basis, the report showed
growth stood at 4.89 per
cent.

The NBS also recorded a
total of 154.9 million active
internet subscribers at the
end of 2022 compared to 142
million recoded at the end of
2021.

“This represents a 9.07 per
cent increase in active
internet subscriptions year-
on-year, while on a quarter-
on-quarter basis, internet
subscription grew by 1.35
per cent," it stated.

On state-by-state analysis,

= NBS

the report showed that
Lagos State had the highest
number of active telephone
users in 2022 at 26.5
million, followed by Ogun
with 13 million users.

Kano State came third
with 12.4 million telephone
users.

The report showed that
Bayelsa had the least
number of telephone users
at 1.6 million subscribers,
followed by Ebonyi and EKkiti
with 1.9 million users and
two million wusers,
respectively.

It also showed that Lagos
State had the highest
number of internet users at
18.7 million subscribers,
followed by Ogun with 9.2
million subscribers and
Kano State with 8.5 million
subscribers.

“On the other hand,
Bayelsa recorded the least
number of 1.1 million
internet users, followed by
Ebonyi and Ekiti with 1.3
million and 1.5 million
subscribers, respectively,"
it stated.

The NBS report showed
that majority of telephone
users in Nigeria in 2022
were MTN subscribers.
NAN



Disappearance of

ew nhaira notes and blame game

Despite the currency increase in circulation from N982.09 billion in February to N1.6 trillion at the end of March 2023, the new
naira notes introduced by the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) have become very scarce, CHIMA NWOKOJI writes.

IT is barely one month after the
reintroduction of old currency notes
and many Nigerians are asking
questions as to why the newly
redesigned naira notes are not easily
accessible.

Indeed, it is as difficult to get the
redesigned naira as the biblical
Elephant passing through the eye of
aneedle.dverto Player

While the CBN blames Nigerians for
hoarding available ones, maybe in
anticipation of the December 31
deadline, the banking public in turn
accuses the apex bank of not
supplying enough to banks. The
banks themselves are pointing
fingers at CBN, saying that the apex
banking sector regulator is only
targeting cashless economy and do
not worry about supplying them with
new notes.

The banks' Automated Teller
Machines (ATMs), which dispensed
new notes at the time the new notes
were launched, have returned to old
notes disbursement across the
counter or through other payment
channels.

The bottom line is that nobody
wants to be a victim of scarcity
again, because it brought not only
anguish, but also led to death of
businesses and humans.

A member of the Presidential
Economic Advisory Council,
Bismarck Rewane, said the CBN
printed approximately N400 billion
new naira notes following the
currency redesign programme.

In a report titled: Nigeria Hits A
Brick Wall, Rewane said that a
shortfall of N2.48 trillion cash exists,
leading to near paralysis of
commercial activities in the
economy.

He said the shortfall represents 90
per cent of the cash in circulation,
meaning that only about 10 per cent
of the cash needed was printed.

According to Rewane, an
economist and Managing Director,
Financial Derivatives Company
Limited, three of the eight naira
denominations - N200, N500 and
N1,000 estimated at N2.88 trillion -
make up 90 per cent of the total cash
in circulation.

A breakdown of the N400 billion
new notes printed by the Nigeria
Printing and Minting Company
showed that about 700 million pieces
of new notes are in circulation at
present.

This means that the volume of the
new notes falls drastically below the
9.75 billion pieces naira notes
circulating before naira reforms.

According to CBN sources, in the
past, the naira suffered from
hoarding by the political class, but
now, ordinary citizens are hoarding
the new notes.

To provide clarity to yet another
round of blame game, the apex bank
says it is managing the circulation of
the new notes, while releasing more
old notes to the commercial banks.

“Over a trillion naira is in circulation
and more notes are being released to
the banks,” a CBN source said.

The Supreme Court had in a
landmark ruling on March 3,
extended the validity of the old
N200, N500 and N1000 notes till
December 31, 2023.

A seven-member panel of the court
led by John Okoro ruled that the old
notes should circulate alongside the
new notes until the end of the year.

It took the CBN about two weeks to

acton the judgment.

According to a source at the CBN:
“People, not only politicians but
ordinary Nigerians, are hoarding the
new notes because of uncertainties.

“You know December will soon
come. That is when all the old notes
will cease to be legal tender. So
people are stocking the new notes to
mitigate uncertainties over the old or
new naira notes.”

The CBN official advised the
“authorities to engage in massive
enlightenment and reassurances
that the new notes will be available in
and after December.”

According to the official, that is the
reason the CBN is dishing out the old
notes so that they become available
and citizens can make transactions
very easily. That is the current
position.

“So, it's not that the CBN is not
releasing money at all.”

When told that Nigerians want the
new notes, the CBN official said “Why
are people looking for the new notes
if they want to buy goods and
services and money is available?

“For now that is not the problem of
the citizens.

“Those complaining are looking for
the new notes to hoard. That's the
implication.”

What is happening, the source said,
“is that the new notes are not
returned to the commercial banks.

If they can be returning them to
the commercial banks, the banks will
also give them out to the citizens to
use, but it appears that that is not
happening.

“For now, the strategy of the CBN is
to meet the present exigencies,
ameliorate any suffering, make
money available, either old or new,
so that people can have easy access.

“But the CBN has its own strategy
to ease out the old notes before the
end of December, so the implication
is that there is the likelihood that
more new notes will come into
circulation.”

He said the large denomination
notes are very vulnerable to
counterfeiting because of the huge
profit they make from it.

So there is the possibility that the
CBN will print more of the lower
denominations in line with its own
objective.

Emefiele had in a press conference
in Lagos said “"CBN is aware of the
difficulty faced by Nigerians in
accessing the new currency at this
initial stage of its issue and
circulation, but wishes to plead with
all to please show some
understanding  as everything is
being done to correct some of the

observed lapses in the
implementation of this ambitious
programme.”

Accordung to him, some bankers
have not complied with a directive to
only load the new notes on
Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs).

Emefiele at the peak if tge cash
crunch said instead, the banks have

500
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been handing out bundles to
individuals who spray them at
parties.

Also, when he appeared before the
senate, he told them that CBN gave
specific directives to the banks to
load the new notes into the ATM
nationwide to ensure equitable and
transparent mechanisms for the
distribution of the new notes to all
Nigerians.

Many of us have unfortunately seen
the new naira, instead of being used
for the purpose it's meant, is used in
parties, in celebrations.

“Some said, maybe, it's money

Emefiele

¥ M
from the ATM and I said no, money
from the ATMs is already broken.
They (the ones spread at parties) are
in leaflets.

“What we saw being stamped on
people at parties were packages of
the new naira notes, which means
they (banks) had breached certain
aspects of the guidance note we
gave to them.”

A senior bank executive who spoke
on condition of anonymity, said, “The
CBN did not print enough new notes
and does not want to return the old
notes it has collected because it is
still driving its cashless policy.”
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We're all stakeholders in
the journey ahead - wmutfwang

BY PETER TITLE. |

The Governor -elect of
Plateau State, Barrister
Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang
has told the people
ofMangu Local
Government Area that
they are all stakeholders in
the journey ahead as he
pilots the affairs of the
state and needs their
support if he must
s ucc e e d .

According to him, he
would always count on
their advice, assuring
them that his doors are
wide open for constructive
criticism. He stated that
anything short of that
would be thrown in the
thrash bin.

He made his position
known when the People's
Democratic Party (PDP),
Executive Council,
Christian Association of
Nigeria(CAN), JNI, women
groups and youths paid
him a congratulatory visit
at the Jonah Jang Lodge on
M o n d a vy

Barr. Mutfwang who was
highly elated with the visit
told the party heavy
weights that,"the success
of this government to be
sworn in May 29th will be a
success to all of you.So we
are all stakeholders in the
this journey and we must
ensure that we do not fail
the people

He lamented that Plateau
State was in a state of
comatose which needed
serious attention saying
that they would be taking
off governance from below
zero level and calls for
p r ay er s .

He further told them that
he was disappointed with
the people's turn out
during the election,
revealing that the votes he
garnered when he
contested for
chairmanship was far more
than the votes he got at the
governorship elections
because he said there was
nNo aggressive
sensitisation.

Barr. Mutfwang who
posited that while he was
lamenting about low
turnout in ManguLGA ,the
opposition was accusing
PDP of over voting and
manipulation which he said
was laughable.

The PDP Chairman of
Mangu Local Government
Area,MrAyubaGoje
explained that they had
come to felicitate with one
another saying that
Mutfwang's victory at the
recent polls was a victory

for all of them.
A former Transition
Committee Chairman of
the local government
council, Mr Shuaibu
Shikben called for

.Congress

Mutfwang
cooperation and support
from all so that the

Governor -elect would
leave the state better than

h e met it.

Governor -elect of Plateau
State, Barrister Caleb
Mutfwang has assured people
of the state of his readiness
towards building a new
Plateau where everyone
would have a feel of belonging
no matter one's standing in
the society.

This, according to him, can
be achieved with the support
of the people of the state and
urged them to unite , work as
a team and support his
government, saying that there
is power in unity which he
stressed leads to
development.

Barr. Mufwang disclosed
these when the People's
Democratic Party (PDP), EXCO
from all levels in Jos South,
North, East and Barkin Ladi
paid him a solidarity visit at
the Jonah David Jang Lodge in
Rayfield on Monday.

According to the Governor
-elect, he was proud of the
PDP in the Northern zone
because of their resilience
during the governorship and
state Assembly elections
which they stood firm in
ensuring that their votes
count and also defended it.
That action, he said led to the
victory of the party in the
S t a t e .

He commended the PDP in

‘We'll build a

| BY PETER TITLE |

the Northern zone saying
despite the might of the ruling
party, they were able to
weather the storm and
promised to reintegrate Jos
East into the Jos Master Plans
and to build a partnership that
would be of benefit to all.

Barr. Mutfwang who said he
would be the happiest
governor to see people of Jos
North shaking hands across
borders, lamented that the
crisis that had bedeviled the
local government area had
taken the entire state
b a c k w ard

The Governor -elect further
appealed to the people to stop
giving Jos a negative narrative
through negative stories being
peddled around. He said that
he hoped to see a new Plateau
where the interest of the state
would be above any other
i n t e r e s t

Speaking, the leader of the
Jos South delegation,
Honourable Dachung Musa
Bagos said the visit was to
congratulate the Governor -
elect and to assure him of their
s u p p o r t

Hon Bagos who is a member

Guber candidate calls for active participation in census

| From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja |

The All Progressives
(APC)
gubernatorial candidate,
Alhaji Usman Ahmed Ododo
has called on the people of
the state to come out
enmasse and present
themselves for capturing
and counting during the
forthcoming census
e x e r ci s e

" Ododo who made the call

while addressing Muslims
shortly after the Eid prayer
in Okene , the headquarters
of Kogi Central Senatorial
District to mark the end of
Ramadan fasting recently,
said the exercise would
enable the government to
plan for the state.
The APC standard bearer
however, urged traditional
leaders, wards head and
critical stakeholders to
sensitize the people on the
need for them to come out
en masse for the national

Ododo

census exercise.
"The census which is head
count is the only weapon
government can use to
negotiate good things for
the people," he said.
While congratulating
Muslims ummah for the
successful completion of
the Ramadan fast, Ododo
called on all Kogites to
imbibe the lessons of the
holy month by extending
love to one another
irrespective of religion and
ethnic differences.
"I also encourage us to
keep on praying for our
leaders at all levels to
succeed as
representatives of God
Almighty among us and to
refrain from any act
capable of impeding the
peace and harmony the
people are enjoying today
in the state.
"As candidate of All
Progressive Congress in
the November 11, 2023

governorship election in
Kogi State, I am assuring
you that I will work day and
night to build on the
existing culture of religious
harmony , tolerance and
cohesion among the

people of the state.
"I also thank our leader,
His Excellency Governor
Yahaya Bello who has done
a lot to ensure that Kogi
State remains peaceful,"
the APC candidate stated.

. Governor

new Plateau’

and a re-elected member of
the House of Representatives
explained that the people of
the local government have
promised to move in unison to
ensure that the Governor -
elect succeeds and shall
remain fortified until the end
of his tenure as the governor
of the state.

The leaders of BarkinLadi led
by Hon. Peter Gyendeng in the
company of Mrs Sarah Reng
Ochekpe, a former Minister of
Water Resources, noted that
they were highly elated to
have Mutfwang as the
governor of the state and
urged him to look into and

. solve some mining problems

that had rendered their lands
useless following the
nationalisation of mining
com@ panies

The Jos East delegation who
spoke through the Speaker,
PLHA, Rt-Hon. Abok Nuhu
Ayuba said they were at the

. lodge to felicitate with the

Governor -elect and assured
him of their unflinching
s u p p o r t .

Alhaji. Aminu Abdullahi, the
Chairman PDP, Jos North who
led the delegation said the
-elect was a
messiah sent by God to
salvage the state from total
collapse and called on people
of the state to rally round him
in order to take the state out of
the woods.

Hon. Esther Dusu, a member
of the state House of
Assembly for Jos North-West
and a member -elect who
would take over from her in
the assembly, Hon. Danjuma
Azi assured Mutfwang of their
s u p p o r t .

Media organisations felicitate with Governor-elect

The Management of
African Independent
Television (AIT), Silverbird
Communications Ltd, KT
FM, Jos stations, and a
group known as"Osun
Team", on Saturday paid a
solidarity and
congratulatory visit on the
Governor -elect of Plateau
State, Barrister Caleb
Mutfwang.

Speaking separately, the
leader of the broadcast
organisations  based in
Jos, Mr Tony Iheanacho
and who is the Business
Manager of Silverbird
Communications,
intimated the Governor -
elect that they were there
to congratulate and to
rejoice with him on his
victory on the recently
concluded governorship
and state Assembly
elections held recently.

According to Iheanacho,
the Chairmen and
Directors of the
organisations also sent
their warm felicitations to
Barrister Mutfwang and
urged him to accord the
organisations the
necessary support so as to
ease information
dissemination to the
s o c i e t vy .

The leader of the team
further intimated the
Governor-elect of their
organisations’ readiness
to work with the
government of Mutfwang if

sworn -in next month and
prayed for a better and
brighter Plateau in the next
eight years under his
|l eadership

Speaking also, the leader
of the Osun Team, Builder.
Hon. Jeremiah Satmark
while congratulating the
Governor -elect prayed for
God's guidance throughout
his tenure.
Hon Satmark who is the
Chairman, People's
Democratic Party (PDP),
Plateau Central Zone
explained that the team is
made up of Plateau
indigenes who went to
study how it was done
during the election of
Governor Adeleke that
brought him to power so as
to replicate same in Plateau
and thanked God that they
achieved it.
According to him, the
struggle was not easy and
the efforts put in by the
group in ensuring that the
Governor -elect won the
election was fierce and
promised to consolidate on
the foundation made for a
better tomorrow.
Responding, the Governor
-elect, Barrister Caleb
Manasseh Mutfwang
appreciated the broadcast
organisations for their
efforts in deepening
democracy and assured
them that he would accord
them the necessary support
to wax stronger. He added

that "I'm one person that
believes in the
independence of the
m e d i a " .

He described their
organisations as true
mirror of the society that
provided equal
opportunities and
platforms to all and sundry
and urged them to keep up.

According to Mutfwang,
as they set to take-off, they
would expect constructive
criticisms from all in order
to forge ahead.

Barr. Mutfwang equally
thanked the "Osun Team"
for the support they gave
the party which culminated
to their victory at the polls
saying their efforts did not
go in vain.

He lamented that the
electoral management in
Nigeria has become a
nightmare where things
were done according to the
dictates of the people at
the top. But was quick to
point out that the team
that was sent to Plateau
was a special breed that
refused to compromise like
that of Adamawa State.

He said his government
would continue to count on
the team for future
elections in the state
saying the study of the
Osun elections was an eye
opener and would spur
them to put in their best
while piloting the affairs of
the state.
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Party primaries: Bad omen for Kogi Guber election

There is no doubt that political party primary elections in any democratic setting is the number one certificate with which to be used as
indices in projecting expectations for the success or failure of candidates of various parties at the general polls.

PARTY primaries if not well handled
in terms of ensuring free, fair and
credible exercise could spell doom for
a nation or state as the case may be in
its dream to excel in the provision of
democracy dividends and sound
governance.

Aspirants into political positions
such as presidential, governoship,
national and state assemblies as well
as chairmanship and councillorship,
see party primary elections as the
most important hurdles to cross in
realisation of their ambitions.

Also they see it as a do or die affair
which instigates them into
unhealthy intrigues and plots such as
seeking for godfatherism, use of
violence, intimidation, vote buying
and the rest of the odds and the ugly
to have their way in emerging
candidates of their respective parties
for the general elections.

In this piece, Our Correspondent,
tries to examine the just concluded
Kogi governorship primaries ahead of
the November 11 general polls and
it's likely impacts on the entire
democratic process in Kogi.

Political watchers believe that
elections are preceded by activities of
politicians in the areas of campaign,
realignment in the political scheme of
things, subterfuge and intrigues,
among other strategies, to win.'

From the onset of the race to the
exalted Lugard House, Kogi
Governor's Office, Lokoja on April 11
with primary elections, various
political party loyalists had begun to
plot to ensure that their respective
political party remains relevant.

Observers of the game notes that
the primaries and the results had left
much to be desired by which
stakeholders could identify the good
and the bad sides of whatever roles
they played in the primaries.

Lugard House, Kogi Governor's
Office, Lokoja, will be vacant on
January 27, 2024 and Gov. Yahaya
Bello of the All Progressives Congress
(APC) will have completed the eight-
year tenure as the state governor.

The Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) has done the
needful, designing a time table for the
race. According to the timetable,
there was a deadline of April 17 for all
the political parties to produce their
respective candidates for the Nov. 11
governorship election.

The exercise was also organised and
concluded within just a week by all
the interested political parties but not
without the good, the bad and the
ugly sides.

The political parties that
participated were the All Progressive
Congress (APC), People's Democratic
Party (PDP), Action Alliance (AA),
Labour Party (LP), Action Democratic
Congress ADC, Young Progressives
Party (YPP) New Nigeria People's
Party (NNPP) and People's
Redemption Party(PRP).

But while the primary election
exercises of the AA, NNPP, YPP and
PRP went smoothly, peaceful and
successful, those of APC, PDP, ADC
and LP did not go as expected.

An entrepreneur, Mr Olayinka
Braimoh picked AA ticket, a
prominent politician, Alhaji Mubarak
Musa got that of the NNPP ticket, Dr
Abdullah Bayawo sailed through to be
the flag bearer of PRP while Dr
Samson Omale, an active party
member picked the YPP's ticket in the
state.

The ADC and LP had parallel primary
elections while APC and PDP, on the
other hand, had other candidates
disagreeing and contesting the
results of the primaries, creating a
threat to the unity of the members in
both parties.

Yakubu

For instance, in PDP, the former
deputy governor of the state, Mr
Sunday Awoniyi, challenged the
emergence of Dino Melaye as
candidate of the party and in APC,
Alhaji Ahmed Usman-Ododo, the
state Auditor-General for Local
Government, is opposed by Mr
Muritala Yakubu-Ajaka, Mr Sani
Ohiere and Sen. Smart Adeyemi,
claiming that there was no
primary election on April 11.

)
!

Worse still is two members of APC
have filed a case before an Abuja
Federal High Court challenging the
emergence of Ododo as candidate of

the party for the Nov. 11
governorship election.

Mr Realwan Okpanachi and Yahaya
Seidu-Nuhu in an originating
summons filed by their counsel, Mr
Promise Ogbodu, sued six of the
contestants as first to sixth
defendants.

They joined the APC and INEC
defendants for what they described
as violation of the Electoral Act 2022
and the constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria

The first to sixth respondents are
Abdulkareem Jamiu (Chief of Staff),
Jibril Momoh (Account-General),
Yakubu Okala (Auditor-General),
Asiwaju Idris (Commissioner for
Finance), Salami Ozigi
(Commissioner for Local

Government and Chieftaincy
Affairs) and Ahmed Usman-Ododo
(Auditor-General for Local
Government Areas).

They prayed the court to declare
that the seventh respondent — APC
— cannot validly nominate any of
the first to sixth respondents as its
candidate for the governorship
election.

In Labour Party, two factions held
separate primaries, producing two
candidates.

Shortly before Dr Ayo Olorunfemi-
led LP governorship primary
election committee could declare
the results of the election there
were several gun shots that sent
everyone at the venue away.

The story is not different in ADC
which had produced two candidates
— Leke Abejide and Dele Bello-
Williams by direct and indirect
primaries respectively.

Observers express concern that
the agenda of these political parties
that have been in controversy in the
conduct of party primaries might
have been compromised.

However, they advise that public
office holders should be determined
to discharge their responsibilities
effectively irrespective of the prior
intrigues and differences in their
i n t e r e s t s

According to them, governance
requires leaders who are
courageous and disciplined to
provide solutions to the country's
ch all enge s .

All in all, a critic, Prof. Afolabi
Aribigbola of Adekunle Ajasin
University, Ondo, believes that the
obvious expectations of Nigerians is
primary elections outcomes that will
produce good and credible
candidates that will be committed to
development.

Strengthening security during elections through private guards

A vibrant security structure is
required to not only protect but
also nurture nascent democracies
such as Nigeria's

It is the duty of the state to
secure its citizens and institutions.
It created the Nigeria Security and
Civil Defence Corps to augment
the efforts of the Police.

However, government's security
agencies alone cannot do the job;
somebody has to fill the gap.

During the just-concluded
general election, security
agencies did their best to protect
politicians, INEC personnel,
electoral materials, electorate,
rallies and conventions.

However, the violence and
skirmishes experienced in some
parts of the country during the
just-concluded general election
underscores the need to bolster
the nation's security system

Some of the security challenges
witnessed during the elections
include violent demonstrations,
theft of electoral supplies,
targeted attacks on leaders and
voters, among others.

Some observers attribute the
violence to inadequate public
security manpower deployed to
the polling units.

Some political analyst say INEC
should be held responsible for the
violence in line with Section 27 (3)
of Electoral Act 2022 Section 27
(3).

That section stipulates that INEC
shall be responsible for requesting
for the deployment of relevant
security personnel necessary for
elections or registrations of voters

Security

is fundamental to virtually all human activities, electoral processes

inclusive. Any nation considering development must conceive and implement robust
security arrangements, experts say. ISAAC AREGBESOLA writes.

and shall assign them in a manner
determined by the commission in
consultation with the relevant
security agencies.

They argue that the law did not set
particular boundaries on the relevant
security personnel except for the
Nigerian Armed Forces.

The already enormous task of
securing Nigeria with its vast land
mass and huge population is usually
compounded during election periods
where special arrangements have to
be made to meet security demands.

To overcome this challenge, Mr
Okereke Chinwike, Chief Executive
Officer, African Law Foundation
(AFRILAW) said it was important to
recognise the complementary roles
of the private security providers in
providing security during elections.

He said that private security
companies should be harnessed by
the Federal Government in ensuring
adequate election security during
future elections.

According to him, there is need for
an increased cooperation between
INEC, the private security operators
as well as election policy makers to
ensure that their resources are
utilized in the future.

“The private security guards can
play a critical role in monitoring and
reporting incidences; provide
security for election stakeholders'
office premises, politicians, political
parties' events, INEC and other
support services that public security
agencies carry out.

“Though they have been carrying
out some of these services
unofficially, right now, we want the
policymakers to make it official so
that they can complement the public
security agencies.

“They should also be given a
capacity building training so that
they can offer quality and
professional services in further
elections.

“Some of the roles of private
security in election include provision
of security in government
installations, political party
premises and homes of political
actors.

“They also complement formal
security in crowd control during
rallies and other political meetings,”
he said.

Mr Oyesanya Sanya, Deputy
Commandant, NSCDC, agrees that
private security providers should be
given the opportunity to
complement the services the public
security agencies during elections

“Private security came into being
because of the gap in what United
Nations recommended as the
standard ratio for policing the
citizens, which is one police officer
to every 450 citizen.

“Government-funded security
agencies cannot do all; these are the
gaps the private security guards are
filling, which they have been doing
in everyday security.

“Using them for election security
will assist us in having a well secured

election process,” he said.

Dr David Vareba, Coordinator,
Access Africa for Right and
Development Initiative, said
deliberate efforts should be made
by all critical election stakeholders
to ensure adequate use of private
security guards during election.

Vareba, who served as an election
observer in Rivers during the 2023
general election, also said that
private security guards were not
adequately involved in the electoral
process.

He urged adequate compensation
measures for private security
guards deployed to high risk and
volatile areas for election-related
duties.

Similarly, Vice-President,
Association of Licensed Private
Security Practitioners of Nigeria
(ALPSPN), Clement Anala, said
there is need for private security
guards to be incorporated into the
mainstream security architecture
for better synergy among security
personnel in the country be they
private or public.

“We have a whole lot of private
security guards within the scope of
the 36 states.

“What we need is capacity building
for our personnel and to increase
coordination with relevant security
stakeholders, including the
government, civil society and media
to ensure our full participation in
future elections,” he said.
NANFeatures



THE NIGERIA STANDARD, Wednesday, April 26, 2023

IMAGES

MUTFWANG CELEBRATES MOTHER’S DAY AT ST. MONICA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Plateau State Governor-elect, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang last Sunday celebrated this years’ Mother’s Day with Catholic Women Organisation at St.
Monica’s Catholic Church, Rantya, Jos

Governor-elect, Barr. Mutfwang (left) in a handshake with Very Reverend

Father Gabriel Gowok

Parish Priest of St. Monica, Reverend Father Fredrick Wukari praying for
mothers during this year’s celebration

Cross section of worshipers during the Mass

Director General of Media and Publicity Campaign, PDP, Hon. Yiljap
Abraham (middle) with the State PDP chairman, Hon. Chris Hassan
(right) and Chief SB Rogo after the Mass
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