










HERE has been a frenzy of 

governance activities over the Tpast three weeks as the Buhari 

administration abandoned his “Baba go 

slow” mode of operation and got into 

the “let's work as if there is no 

tomorrow” mode. Many new contracts 

are being signed daily. Ministries are 

getting restructured one week before 

the end of the administration's 

mandate. Requests for approvals are 

flooding the National Assembly, new 

loans are being taken and above all, 

publications are being launched on the 

great achievements of the Buhari 

government. The ongoing hysteria is 

best symbolised by the announcement 

from the Minister of Aviation, who is 

demolishing buildings, restructuring 

the ministry, sacking and appointing 
thmanagement staff, that today, 26  May, 

Air Nigeria will come into service as it 

flies into the country. Don't ask me why 

it should start service on the last 

working day of the administration; it's 

all part of the frenzy of governance. I 

am one of those who remember that 

Minister Sirika told us in 2015 that the 

President had directed him to start a 

national carrier and it would be done 

immediately.
As President Buhari finishes his 

tenure, which he says would be at the 
thend of the working day on the 29  of 

May, all attention would now be on his 

legacy. Over the past eight years, my 

good friend IBB (Ibrahim Bida Buhari) 

has inundated our class mates' 

WhatsApp group with tons of narratives 

on the great achievements of the maker 

of modern Nigeria, Muhammadu 

Buhari. IBB is a quantity surveyor and 

he accepts and propagates the numbers 

being reeled off on how the 

government's agricultural revolution 

has ended rice importation, created 

jobs for the youth, revolutionised 

infrastructure, etc. IBB has always 

challenged me to seek and see 

President's Buhari's achievements and 

it is good to interact with people who 

see the other side of the argument. 

While I believe President Buhari does 

have some achievements, however the 

evidence I see tells me that it could 

have been so much more. As he departs 

from office, one important achievement 

is the significant gains over the past one 

year on security. Boko Haram, in 

particular, has been on the receiving 

end for months.
thOn the 25  of November 2016, this 

column addressed the theme of: What 

happens to governance when the 

P res ident  won ' t  govern .  Our  

Constitution places the power of the 

executive in one person – the president. 

At the same time, the Constitution, 

conscious of the fact that the president 

cannot execute the vast array of 

governmental processes alone, 

requires that ministers, advisers and 

heads of parastatals be appointed to 

help the president carry out the huge 

responsibility of executing government 

policies. At the beginning of the Buhari 

administration, there was a general 

expectation that he would hit the 

ground running. This was because he 

used the two months between his 

election and inauguration to consult 

extensively with his political allies. 

Having sought power for over a decade, 

it was assumed that he knew exactly 

what he wanted to do with it. In any 

case, he had exercised power 

previously and was fully aware of the 

job description of the president. 
Buhari got inaugurated on 29 May, 

2015 and then nothing happened for a 

long time. Well, he did request for 

Senate approval to appoint 15 special 

advisers, which he obtained on 3 June, 

2015, just five days after his 

inauguration. 18 months after 

inauguration, he succeeded in 

appointing only five out of the fifteen 

that had been approved for him. Out of 

the five, he sent three to the vice 

president and one to the minister of 

Budget and National Planning. It took 

President Muhammadu Buhari five 

months after inauguration to appoint 

ministers. The heads of most 

government agencies were appointed 

over two years after his assumption of 

office.
For almost two years after coming into 

office, the president had no economic 

advisers. When he eventual ly 

appointed a team and they proposed a 

Plan – the Economic Recovery and 

Growth Plan (ERGP), he refused to 

implement it on the grounds that the 

Central Bank Governor, a nice man 

called Emefiele, had been giving him 

trillions of naira through “ways and 

means” advances, as such he did not 

need to take any tough economic 

decisions, as proposed in the Plan. 

Earlier this month, exactly three weeks 

to the end of his tenure, the president 

launched the Nigeria 2050 Plan. It 

promises to ensure that Nigeria attains 

a GDP per capita of $33,328 per annum, 

placing the country among the top 

middle-income economies in the world 

by 2050. According to World Bank data, 

Nigeria's GDP per capita was only 

$2,065.7 in 2021. President Buhari said 

his plan has the vision of a dynamic, 

industrialised and knowledge-based 

economy that generates inclusive and 

sustainable development for the 

country. Excellent words. But his legacy 

would be Nigeria becoming the poverty 

capital of the world, not the Eldorado he 

is telling us would be produced by those 

who would come after him.
The problem with governance is that if 

you do not make political appointments 

for your first two years in office, then 

civil servants take all the political 

decisions, including the most important 

one of NOT MAKING ANY DECISION. 

Sometimes, civil servants do not want 

to make decisions so that they do not 

get noticed or disturbed as they enjoy 

the perquisites of power, including the 

most harmful one of looting public 

funds. When, therefore, the president 

does not appoint people to govern, 

those at the head of governmental 

organisations create forms of 

governance linked to prolonging their 

temporary positions. Achieving the 

policy goals of the government cannot 

be their priority because their logic is 

that they are there for a short time until 

the president decides on who should do 

the job on a full-time basis.
Making numerous appointments just 

as you are leaving government on the 

other hand, is depriving the incoming 

administration of the opportunity to 

choose and appoint people in line with 

its policy intentions. As we await the 

flood of information on misgovernance 

under President Buhari in the coming 

months and years, the assessment of 

his legacy will start in earnest. 

Meanwhile, I hope I can get an Air 

Nigeria ticket to Lagos on Tuesday and 

no one would tell me to go to Katsina 

and ask Oga Sirika.
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Last days and a frenzy “governance”
By JIBRIN IBRAHIM

Buhari

The problem with governance is that if you do not make political 

appointments for your first two years in office, then civil servants take 

all the political decisions, including the most important one of not 

making any decision. Sometimes, civil servants do not want to make 

decisions so that they do not get noticed or disturbed as they enjoy the 

perquisites of power, including the most harmful one of looting public 

funds. When, therefore, the president does not appoint people to 

govern, those at the head of governmental organisations create forms 

of governance linked to prolonging their temporary positions. 

Achieving the policy goals of the government cannot be their priority 

because their logic is that they are there for a short time until the 

president decides on who should do the job on a full-time basis.





Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong, CON (2nd left) 
commissioning the Cityline Press Machine at the PPC, Publishers of The 
Nigeria Standard to the admiration of the Acting GM, Mr. Paul Jatau, 
Commissioner for Information, Dan Manjang and others

Governor Lalong, CON commissioning the Riyom Water Treatment Plant 
flanked by the Commissioner of Water Resources and Energy, Hon. Sa’ad 
Ibrahim Bello

British American Fly-over commissioned by Buhari

Governor Simon Bako Lalong, CON (right) acknowledging cheers from 
Pupils of Lalong Legacy Model, Primary  School Bukuru, Jos South LGA 
during the commissioning of the school

MD/CEO, Plateau Minerals Development Company Ltd, Mr. Kwplong Martin 
Bialwan showing minerals found on the Plateau to Governor Lalong and 
entourage at the Solid Minerals House Anguldi, Bukuru Express Way, Jos 
South LGA.

NUJ State Chairman, Mr. Paul Jatau (right) making remarks to the Governor 
during the commissioning ceremony of NUJ Remodeled Press Centre, Jos

Governor Lalong, CON (right) being received by the Commissioner for 
Secondary Education, Hon. Elizabeth Wapmuk and executive Secretary, 
PSUBEB, Prof. Matthew Sule at the Lalong Legacy Project

Commissioner of Health, Dr. Ninkong Lar (right) explaining some things to 
Governor Lalong during the commissioning of the General Hospital and 
Trauma Centre, Riyom LGA

BUHARI/LALONG COMMISSION PROJECTS IN THE STATE
Nigeria’s President, Muhammadu Buhari, through his representative and former Nigerian Head of States, Gen. Dr. Yakubu Gowon last week 

commissioned projects in the state
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EGISLATIVE business is 

said to be serious Lbusiness and as such, 

having the basic knowledge 

and prerequisite of how things 

work is not out of place. With 

the inauguration of the tenth 

assembly just around the 

corner, it is imperative for the 

members-elect of the Plateau 

State House of Assembly to 

fully equip themselves and be 

ready for the huge task ahead. 

What better way to do this, 

than for them to undergo a 

o n e - w e e k  o r i e n t a t i o n  

workshop.
With the theme 'Building a 

R o b u s t  A s s e m b l y  f o r  

Sustainable Democracy', the 

workshop is intended to 

educate the new lawmakers on 

the basic rudiments of the 

legislature. The intensive 

programme drew competent 

resource persons, all of whom 

are serving members of the 

House, as well as the clerk and 

deputy clerk who each 

presented papers on various 

topics of interest. To show its 

seriousness and ensure that all 

participants do not get 

distracted, the workshop was 

held at the Kini Country Guest 

Inn in Akwanga, Nassarawa 

State.
For the speaker Rt. Hon. Abok 

N u h u  A y u b a ,  a v a i l n g  

themselves the opportunity to 

serve the state is the best 

decision they would ever make 

even as he reminded the new 

members of the heinous task 

ahead .  He  se i zed  the  

opportunity to congratulate 

the members-elect, while at 

the same time admonishing 

them to maintain the sanctity 

and integrity of the legislature 

as a third arm of government 

so as to save the decaying 

democracy in the state. 

Describing the legislature as 

the backbone of democracy, 

Ayuba agreed that there was 

need to develop the capacity of 

the new members for a robust, 

vibrant and decisive legislative 

business.
In his paper presentation 

t i t l ed  ' Func t i ons  o f  a  

Legislature', Clerk of the 

H o u s e  P o n v e n  Wu y e p  

described the legislative arm 

of government as the spirit of 

democracy where freedom of 

the people is exercised without 

any hitch. According to Wuyep, 

the new legislators must come 

to terms with the fact that their 

powers do not extend to 

project execution but lobbying 

to draw the executive's 

attention to project needs in 

their various places of interest. 

Hon. Philip Peter Dasun on the 

other hand, took on the 

different 'House Standing 

Orders' guiding the operation 

of new members, particularly 

during sitting or plenary.
For Hon. Pirfa Tyem, he 

believes that in sustaining 

democracy, legislators must 

be independent and free from 

interference from other arms 

of government, and by this the 

principle of checks and 

balances will be upheld. His 

presentation on 'Regulations 

Guiding Public Funds' stressed 

the importance of managing 

public funds through any 

public institution. He also laid 

emphasis on understanding 

the various provisions of the 

Constitution of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria and the 

House Standing Orders.
Meanwhile, the members -

elect  under the platform of the 

People's Democratic party 

SUNDAY STANDARD, May 28, 2023 Page 9

(PDP), recently paid visits to  

commiserate with the victims 

of attacks in Mangu and Riyom 

Local Government Areas.
The PDP caucus comprising 

of both old and new lawmakers 

in the state assembly was led 

by Hon. Timothy Dantong, 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  R i y o m  

constituency who is a ranking 

member of the House. They 

first visited Mararaba Kantoma 

and the headquarters of 

Maghavu l  Deve lopment  

Association in Mangu Local 

Government Area where the 

displaced victims from the 

different communities are 

currently taking refuge.
The members thereafter, 

proceeded to Kwi in Riyom 

Local Government Area to 

s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  t h e  

community leader over the 

attack in his area.
According to Dantong  who 

spoke at all the places visited, 

t he  caucus '  v i s i t  was  

n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  w h a t  

happened and thus, thought it 

wise to commiserate with all 

affected families. He also gave 

an assurance of the state tenth 

assembly's commitment 

towards working assiduously 

in restoring  lasting peace on 

the Plateau.
The need for the people to be 

resilient in defence of their 

communities was again 

brought to the fore. The 

lawmaker and leader of the 

team pointed out that as a 

responsible assembly which 

will always stand by its people, 

it was expedient that the PDP 

caucus in the House visited its 

people over an orchestrated 

carnage that occured while 

they were attending an  

orientation workshop outside 

the state.
 On their part, both members 

elect for Mangu South 

constituency  Hon.Bala 

Fwangje and his Mangu North 

East counterpart Hon. Sani 

Idris, who were disgusted by 

the killings prayed God to put 

an end to the circle of vicious 

attacks on all communities 

across the state. From the 

community leaders responses, 

it was clear that the attacks 

were targeted at the people 

with the deliberate attempt to 

stop them from going to their 

farms.
 That of Kwi especially, 

m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  h i s  

community was under siege.
 After narrating series of 

incidences his area had 

suffered from aggressors, he 

adviced that the federal 

government must as a matter 

of urgency stop the recurrence 

of attacks   or risk famine in 

the coming year. Though the 

n e w  l a w m a ke r s  m a d e  

personal contributions to 

support victims of the attacks, 

member representing Mangu 

South constituency Hon. Bala 

Fwangje assisted his people 

with food stuffs, toiletries and 

other relief  materials.

As tenth Plateau Assembly gets underway

Tyem Dasun

Members -elect of the 10th Assembly
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Former President Goodluck Jonathan on Friday identified 
insecurity as his worst nightmare during his time as Nigeria's 
leader 

Labour Party to call 50 witnesses in petition 
challenging Tinubu's election

The Labour Party and its presidential candidate, Peter Obi, will 
call at least 50 witnesses to testify in their petition challenging 
the election of the All Progressives Congress (APC) candidate, 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, at the presidential election petition 
tribunal.

Afe Babalola challenges Tinubu to pursue debt 
forgiveness for Nigeria

A Senior Advocate of Nigeria, Chief Afe Babalola, on Sunday, 
charged the incoming administration of Ahmed Bola Tinubu to 
pursue debt cancellation with multi-lateral lenders

Over 70% of food taken from Nigeria rejected abroad – 
NAFDAC

The Director-General of the National Agency for Food and 
Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC), Prof. Mojisola 
Adeyeye, said on Saturday more than 70 percent of food 
exported from Nigeria was rejected abroad. 

Court adjourns Kanu's suit against DSS to June 20
The Federal High Court, Abuja, on Monday, fixed June 20 for 

the adoption of the process in the suit filed by the leader of the 
Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB), Nnamdi Kanu, against the 
Department of State Services (DSS). 

Africa requires $2.7trn to finance climate change needs 
– Adesina

The President of the African Development Bank (AfDB) Group, 
Akinwumi Adesina, said on Monday Africa would need about 
$2.7 trillion by 2030 to finance climate change. 

Tinubu meets ex-British PM, Tony Blair, ahead of 
inauguration 

The President-elect, Bola Ahmed Tinubu, on Tuesday met with 
former British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, at the Defence House 
in Abuja 

Buhari approves allocation of houses to 1994 AFCON-
winning Super Eagles squad

President Muhammadu Buhari has approved the allocation of 
houses for the 22 members of the 1994 African Nations Cup-
winning Super Eagles squad at the National Housing Estates in 
the state of their choice. 

Buhari requests Senate's approval for payment of 
N226bn, $556.8m, £98.5m judgement debts

President Muhammadu Buhari has requested the Senate's 
approval for payment of $566,754,584.31, £98,526,012.00, 
and N226 billion judgement debts. 

Bill seeking compensation for victims of ENDSARS 
scales first reading in Senate

A bill on the compensation for victims of the October 2020 
ENDSARS protest in the country scaled the first reading in the 
Senate on Wednesday. 

Banks to issue 'multipurpose' debit card as National ID 
in Nigeria

The Federal Government has directed commercial banks to 
issue debit cards that would serve as National identity cards to 
Nigerians

Nigerians deserve no less, President-elect Tinubu 
pledges to redress issues 

President-elect Bola Tinubu promised on Thursday in Abuja 
that he would uphold the faith that President Muhammadu 
Buhari and millions of Nigerians had placed in him 

Appeal Court orders ex-presidential candidate to pay 
N40m for trying to stop Tinubu's inauguration

The Court of Appeal, Abuja, on Thursday, ordered the former 
presidential candidate of Hope Democratic Party, Chief 
Ambrose Owuru to pay a fine of N40 million for filing a frivolous 
suit. 

Ninth National Assembly one the most productive in 
Nigeria's history – Buhari

President Muhammadu Buhari on Thursday described the 
Ninth National Assembly as one of the most productive in terms 
of output and outcome in the country's history 

DSS warns against alleged plot to disrupt Tinubu's 
inauguration

The Department of State Services (DSS) says it has 
uncovered alleged plans by “subversive elements” to disrupt 
the May 29 inauguration plans in some parts of the country. 

Supreme Court dismisses PDP's suit against 
Tinubu/Shettima 

President-elect, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu and Vice President-elect, 
Kashim Shettima, secured another legal victory on Friday, as 
the Supreme Court dismissed the suit seeking their 
disqualification as candidates of the All Progressives Congress 
(APC). 

Diezani sues AGF, EFCC for alleged defamation, 
demands N100bn in damages

A former Minister of Petroleum Resources, Diezani Alison-
Madueke, has sued the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) and the Attorney-General of the Federation 
(AGF) for alleged defamation at the Federal High Court, Abuja. 

FG unveils Nigeria Air, targets 35 aircraft in five years
The Federal Government on Friday unveiled the country's 

national carrier, Nigeria Air, at the Nnamdi Azikiwe International 
Airport, Abuja

OGI State Government Kthrough the office of 

Pub l i c  De f ende r  and  

Citizens' Rights Commission 

(PDCRC) has trained critical 

s takeho lde rs  f o r  fu l l  

implementation of Violence 

Aga in s t  Pe r sons  and  

Prohibition (VAPP) Law in 

the state.
The training was organised 

by PDCRC in collaboration 

with the Savannah Centre 

for Diplomacy Democracy 

and Development (SCDDD), 

and Mercy Corps Nigeria.
Speaking at the workshop 

in Lokoja, the Director 

General of PDCRC, Barr. 

A b d u l l a h i  Z a k a r i ,  

commended Gov Yahaya 

Bello for signing the VAPP 

Law, as well as the state's 

Attorney General for Justice 

for his commitment to the 

r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  l a w .

Zakari said that the signing 

of the VAPP Law in Kogi 

meant that the governor had 

once again demonstrated his 

commitment to ensuring a 

violent free state.
"The governor has further 

demonstrated in his usual 

manner that an atmosphere 

of violence does not augur 

well for a development.
"His Excellency has proved 

that when there are issues of 

crises and violence in both 

private and public life which 

the law seeks to protect, the 

rights of the people would be 

trampled upon.
"So, the governor has done 

it perfectly well to join the 

comity of states by signing 

the law to ensure a violent 

free private and public life 

across Kogi State", Zakari 

said.
According to Zakari, the 

p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  

professionals careful ly 

selected from various 

relevant institutions in the 

state which include: Ministry 

of Justice, PDCRC, NBA, 

Police, NSCDC, Magistrates 

FIDA, among others.
He said that the two-day 

training workshop was very 

s ign i f i cant  to  PDCRC 

because it was the first step 

the commission was taking 

t o  e m p o w e r i n g  

professionals vested and 

entrusted to enforcing the 

law.
The director general added 

that the workshop would 

ensure seamless and full 

implementation of the VAPP 

Law in Kogi, and also afford 

them the opportunity to key 

into the international best 

practices.
He noted that the PDCRC 

remained the State's Agency 

responsible for providing 

access to justice, legal aid, 

enforcement and protection 

of human rights in the state.
Zakari disclosed that Kogi 

PDCRC has had over 50 

cases pending before the 

High Court across the state, 

saying 25 of those cases had 

been successfully concluded 

and about eight of the 

defendants had secured 

their liberty.
A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  

Attorney General  and 

Commissioner for Justice, 

Kogi State, Ibrahim Sani 

M o h a m m e d  S A N ,  

commended the Office of the 

PDCRC for the initiative.
According to him, the 

objective of the law among 

others is basically to protect 

the human person from 

physical and psychological 

abuse, to preserve his 

dignity and liberty and to 

punish acts targeted at 

degrading or harming the 

physical being of man.

"There is no doubt that the 

intent behind VAPP Law is 

indeed grandiose, the only 

challenge pending, in my 

view, is how to understand 

and apply its provisions, the 

bulk of which are novel, and yet 

to be tested in our criminal 

justice system.
"The VAPP Law prohibits all 

forms of violence against 

persons in private and public 

life and provides effective 

remedies for the victims while 

making provisions for punishing 

the offenders in the State.
"It is expected that this 

workshop will examine the 

novel provisions on certain 

crimes like rape, domestic 

violence, physical injury and 

other offensive conducts.
"The importance of this 

workshop is geared towards 
e q u i p p i n g  r e l e v a n t  
stakeholders in our criminal 
justice system with the 
requisite knowledge on the 
operation of the Law cannot 
therefore be over emphasized," 

KG trains law officers on VAPP Law
From AMEDU JOSEPH,

 Lokoja
Mohammed said.

The attorney general who 
was  r ep r e sen t ed  by  
Oyetunji Ojutaiye, an Asst. 
Director in the Ministry, 
urged the participants to 
seize the opportunity to 
equip themselves with all 
the invaluable tools at the 
workshop, whether as 
magistrates or prosecutors.
On his part, the Executive 
Director, SCDDD, Amb. Sani 
Bala, said the training was 
aim at building the capacity 
of law officers and other 
c r i t i c a l  s t akeho l de r s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
implementation of VAPP 
Law in Kogi.

B a l a  u r g e d  t h e  
participants to pay rapt 
attention at the training so 
as to understand the 
content and context of the 
VAPP law, and assimilate the 
procedures for implementation.

He stressed the need for 
participants to acquire more 
knowledge on practices and 
other procedures that would 
ensure  full implementation of 
the law in order to promote 
peace and justice in Kogi.

"At the end of the 2-day 
training, we expected that all the 
participants would have clear 
understanding of what the law is 
all about.

"They will also know the 
l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
imp lementa t ion  and the  
equipment in terms of facilities, 
exchange of ideas and access 
to sources of information and 
guidance so that they can 
effectively implement the VAPP 
Law in the state," Bala said.

One of the participants, Barr. 
L i l i a n  A j u m a  O k o l o ,  
commended the PDCRC and 
other collaborating partners for 
organising the training, saying it 
would go a long way to 
empowering professionals then 
for effective implementation of 
the VAPP Law in the state.

H E  G o v e r n o r s h i p  TElection Petition Tribunal 
sitting in Jos has dismissed 
the petition filed by the Allied 
Peoples' Movement (APM) 
seeking the cancellation of 
t h e  A p r i l  1 8 ,  2 0 2 3  
Governorship election won 
by Governor-elect, Barr. 
Caleb Mutfwang. This ruling 
has been described as a 
landmark in Plateau politics.

In a statement issued by 
G ya n g  B e r e ,  S p e c i a l  
Assistant on Media to the 
Plateau Governor-elect on 
Friday, Barr. Mutfwang 
dedicated his victory to God 
and the people of Plateau 
who entrusted him with their 
mandate during the polls.

Barr. Mutfwang praised the 
panel presided over by 
Justice R. Irele-Ifijeh for its 
determination to dispense 
justice, noting that the 
petition was dismissed for 
lack of diligent prosecution. 
He explained that the 
Petitioner and their lawyers 
failed to appear in court 
despite being served with a 
hearing notice.

Upon app l i ca t i on  by  
lawyers to INEC, Mutfwang 

conduct of the Governorship 
election in Plateau State.

As a firm believer in the 
rule of law, Barr. Mutfwang is 
determined to strengthen 
the bonds of unity and 
friendship across Plateau 
c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  a  
progressive state. He urged 
citizens to channel their 
energy towards productive 
ventures to rebuild and 
restore the lost glory of 
Plateau State

Caleb Manasseh and PDP, the 
petition was dismissed, and cost 
of one million naira only was 
awarded against the petitioner 
in favor of each respondent, 
relying on paragraph 18 (1) (4) 
of the First Schedule of the 
Electoral Act 2022.

Barr. Mutfwang recalled that 
APM had dragged INEC, 
Mutfwang Caleb Manasseh of 
the Peoples' Democratic Party 
(PDP) to court, challenging his 
declaration by INEC after the 

APM petition against Mutfwang's 
victory dismissed by tribunal

From 
DORCAS PANKYES

Ariwoola

Bello

– Jonathan

Insecurity my greatest headache 
as Nigeria's president 

Compiled By FWANJI GO’AR 



IGERIA, a nation recognized for 
its thriving democracy and rich Ncultural variety, has made 

considerable advancements throughout 
the years. However, hurdles still exist that 
prevent women from being fully 
represented and contributing to politics.

The active participation of women in 
politics in Nigeria is still hampered by 
cultural norms, patriarchal systems, 
resource constraints, violence, and a lack 
of support within political parties. 
Notwithstanding ongoing difficulties and 
gender inequities in the political 
environment, women in Nigerian politics 
have made great progress in recent 
years.

Following are some crucial points 
regarding women in Nigerian politics.

Rep resen ta t i on :  Women  have  
historically had little representation in 
Nigerian politics, despite the fact that it is 
the most populated nation in Africa. To 
boost the number of women in political 
leadership roles, however, initiatives have 
been made. Nigeria currently has a low 
proportion of women in the National 
Assembly, with 4% of seats in the House 
of Representatives and 6% of Senate 
seats held by women as of the September 
2021 cutoff date.

Political Parties: The engagement of 
women in political parties is essential to 
their involvement in politics. There are 
provisions for promoting gender equality 
and encouraging women's participation in 
many political parties' constitutions in 
Nigeria.

These provisions haven't, however, 
a lways  resu l ted in  substant ia l  
representation in party structures and 
decision-making processes.

Women's Organizations: Several 
advocacy and women's organizations 
have been trying to expand the number of 
women who participate in politics in 
Nigeria. For women who want to run for 
political office, these organizations offer 
training, mentoring, and support. 
Additionally, they support changes in 
legislation that would advance political 
equality for women.

Women have several obstacles and 
difficulties when trying to get involved in 
Nigerian politics. Among these are 
patriarchal structures, limiting access to 
financing and resources, violence and 
intimidation, and a lack of support inside 
political parties.

The underrepresentation of women in 
political leadership roles is influenced by 
several variables. Strong cultural and 
societal norms are a major barrier to 
women's political participation in Nigeria. 
Traditional gender roles frequently limit 
women to the home and discourage them 
from participating in public life. Prevalent 

preconceptions keep up the idea that 
politics is a field dominated by men, 
discouraging women from pursuing 
careers in politics.

Expanding women's political presence 
requires challenging these stereotypes 
and advancing the notion that they can 
lead successfully. Women's participation 
in politics in Nigeria is severely hampered 
by the patriarchal structure of the 
country.

Men tend to hold more power inside 
political parties and institutions, which 
leads to an imbalance of gender in 
positions of decision-making. Women's 
opportunities to advance to significant 
roles are constrained by discriminatory 
behaviors and biases.

Political systems must change in order 
to overcome these obstacles. Funding 
and resources are essential for 
mobilization and political campaigns. 
However, there are substantial obstacles 

for women in this area. Women are at a 
disadvantage since they have less 
financial resources and lack the networks 
needed for effective campaigns.

Women can be empowered to overcome 
financial obstacles and actively 
participate in political processes through 
improving access to financial support, 
mentorship programs, and training 
opportunities. Threats, intimidation, and 
violence are commonplace for women in 
Nigerian politics, both during elections 
and once they are in office.

Women are silenced and intimidated 
using physical violence, abusive 
language, and online harassment. Such 
behav i o r s  unde rm ine  women ' s  
confidence and safety by fostering a 
hostile environment that deters women 
from entering politics.

Fostering an inclusive and secure 
po l i t i c a l  env i ronment  requ i res  
strengthening legal frameworks and 

putting policies in place to protect women 
from assault.

For anyone wishing to enter politics, 
political parties provide an essential 
forum. Sadly, women frequently 
experience hostility and a lack of support 
in these parties. Women are marginalized 
by male-dominated systems and 
decision-making processes, which limits 
their opportunities to hold leadership 
positions.

To give women in politics equitable 
chances, inclusive party structures, 
gender equality advocacy, and affirmative 
action policies must be put in place. 
Progress has been made recently despite 
the ongoing obstacles that prevent 
women from participating in politics in 
Nigeria.

Gender equality in political leadership 
must be attained by initiatives to confront 
cultural norms, take on patriarchal 
systems, improve access to resources, 
and boost support inside political parties. 
All stakeholders must work together to 
remove these hurdles, including 
policymakers, political parties, civil 
society organizations, and the general 
public.

Encouraging women to take an active 
role in politics not only improves 
democracy but also ensures different 
viewpoints, inclusive governance, and 
long-term prosperity for Nigeria. Nigeria 
can develop a political environment in 
which women's voices are amplified and 
their potential for leadership develops by 
collaboratively tearing down these 
barriers.

Hanan Najeeb Abdussalam, Mass 
Communication Dept, Skyline 
University Kano
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S U N D AY  F E AT U R E

A significant democratic weakness that threatens the validity of the modern democratic ideal is the underrepresentation of women. Therefore, parity 
democracy and the advancement of women in decision-making are major areas of work. Equal representation of men and women in decision-making roles 
is implied by the term 'parity democracy'. Hanan Najeeb Abdussalam, writes.

Eliminating barriers to women's participation in politics

To give women in politics equitable chances, inclusive party 

structures, gender equality advocacy, and affirmative action 

policies must be put in place. Progress has been made recently 

despite the ongoing obstacles that prevent women from 

participating in politics in Nigeria. Gender equality in political 

leadership must be attained by initiatives to confront cultural 

norms, take on patriarchal systems, improve access to resources, 

and boost support inside political parties. All stakeholders must 

work together to remove these hurdles, including policymakers, 

political parties, civil society organizations, and the general public.
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Kosoko, aka Simi; and creative industry entrepreneur, Obi Asika. 
The show's host, IK Osakioduwa, is also backing with his witty 
banter and energy.
The show which premiere on April 23, started with the recorded 

auditions. The live shows will premiere today May 28 as the 
contestants battle it out for the ultimate prize until a winner 
emerges on July 16.

ULTICHOICE Nigeria, producers of 
Nigerian Idol, have selected top 10 Mparticipants in the eighth season of the 

popular music reality show.
It witnessed recalled that the Executive Head 

of Content and West Africa Channels at 
MultiChoice Nigeria,  , announced the reality 
music talent show recorded a 10 per 
cent increase in the number of entries 
compared to the previous editions. 
Last season, the show received over 
10,000 audition entries.
The resources, energy and 

originality put into the show each 
season have attracted more 
contestants each year, leading to an 
impressive increase in entries. 
Nigerian Idol has always been a 
platform for aspiring musicians to 
showcase their skills to the world.
According to Tejumola, the last 

seven seasons of the show have been 
a source of entertainment and 
healthy compet i t ion for the 
contestants,  lead ing to the 
emergence of well-deserved winners.
It will also be recalled that last year, 

Progress Chukwuyem emerged as the 
winner, walking away with the sum of 
N30m prize. This year's winner will 
receive N35m and other prizes worth 
millions of naira.
The Season 8 judges' panel boasts 

of some top entertainers in the music 
indus t ry,  inc lud ing  O ladapo  
Oyebanjo, aka D'Banj; Simisola 

Nigeria Idol winner gets N35m as top 10 emerged

IGERIAN singer, David Adeleke, 
aka Davido, has revealed that Nmarrying his better half, Chioma 

Avril Rowland, is the best decision he has 
ever made.
The talented music act made this known 

in an interview with TheBeat ATL, a radio 
station in Atlanta.
While praising her culinary skill, the 

singer added that his wife is like an 
extension of him and a good match.
Davido also revealed that he has known 

her for almost 20 years.
“Me and my wife, we grew up together. 

Basically, we went to school together.
“We met in school and we are just so used 

to each other. She is like a part of me.
“You definitely have to get somebody that 

understands you. And, with me and my 
wife, we are just perfect. There is nothing 
that she does that is crazy. It is just a good 
match.
“First year in college, I met her. Best 

decision I've ever made. I've known her for 
almost 20 years, she is a good cook,” he 
stated.
The duo met at Babcock University, 

however, their relationship came to light 
after Davido dedicated a song titled 
'Assurance' to her in 2018.
In September 2019, the singer 

announced their engagement and they got 
married in 2022.

Marrying Chioma best decision 
I ever made - Davido
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H E  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Monetary Fund (IMF) has Turged the incoming 

government of President-elect, 

Sen. Bola Tinubu to take steps 

to increase the country's 

revenue base.
The Resident Representative, 

IMF Nigeria Office, Ari Aisen, 

who said this during a virtual 

forum on the Nigerian debt 

situation, also advised the 

incoming government to 

drastically reduce dependence 

on debt to fund expenditures.
According to Aisen, to resolve 

the debt issues of Nigeria you 

need to concentrate on revenue 

and expenditure.
He said that the debt situation 

had deteriorated because the 

Federal Government was 

spending more than it was 

actually getting in revenues.
“How do you reduce the 

spend ing  needs  o f  the  

government? That should be 

the question.
“It is really about fiscal 

discipline. People should not 

permanently spend beyond 

what they generate in revenue 

b e c a u s e  i t  b e c o m e s  

unsustainable.
“Eventually some people will 

come and ask for their money 

back and some will refuse to 

give further loans,” he said.
Aisen said that the critical 

thing to do was for countries to 

be able to rely more on their 

own revenue to finance their 

own expenditure.
“That is the autonomy and the 

Independence that we like to 

see our member countries rely 

on,” he said.
Also speaking, Vahyala 

Kwaga, a Senior Research and 

Policy Analyst at BudgIT, a 

Nigerian company that provides 

s o c i a l  a d v o c a c y  u s i n g  

technology, urged the incoming 

government to address the 

distortion between fiscal and 

monetary authorities.
According to Kwaga, there is a 

lot of money being pumped into 

the economy and this has its 

impact.
“The Ways and Means is 

another lump sum of money 

that affected the economy 

significantly in the sense that it 

compounded the problem of 

inflation.
“A lot of these monies, 

according to the president, 

were used for infrastructure 

projects. Some were also given 

to the state governors as 

bailouts,” he said.
He urged Nigerians to also 

beam their searchlights on the 

state governors and their fiscal 

behaviours.
“The federal system that 

Nigeria operates allows the 

centre to provide monies for the 

states. The question is, how 

prudent are these monies 

expended when they are given 

to the states?

“The t ransparency and 

accountability problem we have 

in the use of funds is extremely 

problematic at the level osprey 

states,” he said.
He tasked the legislature to 

rise up to its responsibility by 

curbing abuse of process by the 

executive as witnessed in the 

Ways and Means Advances.
Acco rd ing  to  Ko lawo le  

Oluwadare, Deputy Director, 

Socio–Economic Rights And 

Accountability Project, an NGO, 

the issues are less about 

whether the borrowings are 

lawful or not.
“It is more about the use of the 

loans. Both the issues of 

borrowing and the use of loans 

are related.
“That is why the Fiscal 

Responsibility Act has provided 

clearly that borrowings by the 

government should be strictly 

for capital projects.
“The Act also provides that 

government should undertake a 

cost-benefit analysis among 

other requirements before any 

borrowing is done,” he said.
Monday Usiade, Director. 

M a r k e t  D e v e l o p m e n t  

Department at the Debt 

Management Office, said that 

the office had a responsibility to 

manage Nigeria's debt.
According to Usiade, the DMO 

receives approval from the 

authorities based on the 

difference between revenue 

position and expenditure, and 

the actual amount to be 

borrowed.
“We are at the service of the 

country, and our job is to look at 

the best ways, options, sources 

and all that we can put together 

to fund the government as 

approved by the authorities,” he 

said.
He added that the DMO was 

transparent in carrying out its 

functions.
He urged the incoming 

government to be more 

concerned about how to narrow 

the gap between expenditure 

and revenue so as to limit 

borrowings.
Meanwhile, economic experts 

at a recent American Business 

Council (ABC) Economic Update 

c h a r g e d  t h e  i n c o m i n g  

administration to embrace 

strategies aimed at tackling 

Nigeria's debt overhang for 

e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d  

development.
Dr Yemi Kale, Chief Economist, 

KPMG, said that the focus should 

be on the Consumption, 

Investment,  Government 

Expenditure, Exports and 

Imports (CIGXM) economic 

indices to fully harness the 

potential of the country's 

economy.
Kale said under the CIGXM, 

Nigeria must begin to boost 

consumer purchasing power, 

enhance ease of doing business, 

provide the right infrastructure, 

increase public investment and 

enact fund usage transparency.
He added that the country 

must increase export tentacles, 

enhance competitiveness, 

promote income substitution 

and address large debt burden 

and debt servicing ratio to 

ensure long-term economic 

sustainability.
“Since 2013, Nigeria's public 

debt has increased by almost 

seven folds and inflation and 

high debt servicing costs are 

factors that have raised debt 

levels.
“Although debt to the Gross 

Domestic Product remains 

relatively low at less than 40 per 

cent, arbitrary borrowing from 

the Central Bank of Nigeria to 

cover budget deficit has 

undermined fiscal prudence.
“The income administration 

mus t  c u r t a i l  e x c e s s i ve  

borrowing by raising revenues 

from both oil and non-oil 

sources and engage in prudent 

budget practices,” he said.
He urged the incoming 

government to implement fiscal 

restraint, enhance revenue 

production through taxation 

c hange s ,  d i v e r s i f y  t h e  

economy, and successfully 

c o n t r o l  g o v e r n m e n t a l  

expenditure to lower the debt 

load and foster economic 

growth.
Also, Mrs Mokutima Ajileye, 

the Managing Director, P&G 

Nigeria said the country's 

manufacturing sector needed 

the certainty and predictability 

that came with stable and long-

termed government policies to 

i n c r e a s e  t h e  s e c t o r ' s  

contribution to the GDP.
According to her, the sector is 

frustrated by the fact that 

po l i c ies  keep changing,  

timelines for some policies are 

unrealistic and the foreign 

exchange rate are uncertain.

“The manufacturing sector 

needs to be able to plan 

business on certainties and it is 

important to bring industry 

players into the room when 

making policies,” she said.
NAN reports that Nigeria's 

total public debt stock as of 

Dec.31, 2022, stands at N46.25 

trillion (103.11 billion dollars).
This is according to a 

statement issued by the Debt 

Management Office, DMO, in 

Abuja.
The DMO said the total public 

debt stock of the country 

consisted of the domestic and 

external debts of the federal 

government and the sub-

national governments.
The sub-national are the 36 

state governments and the 

Federal Capital Territory, FCT.
The comparative debt stock 

for Dec. 31, 2021, is N39.59 

trillion (95.77 billion dollars)
The DMO said in terms of 

composition, total domestic 

debt stock stood at N27.55 

trillion (61.42 billion dollars), 

while total external debt stock 

was N18.70 trillion (41.69 

billion dollars).
“Among the reasons for the 

increase in total public debt 

stock were new borrowings by 

the Federal Government and 

sub-national governments, 

primarily to finance budget 

deficits and execute projects.
“The issuance of promissory 

n o t e s  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  

government to settle some 

liabilities also contributed to 

growth in the debt stock,'' the 

DMO said.

IMF tasks new govt on revenue generation, debt reduction

Georgieva
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I N I S T E R  o f  
I n t e r i o r,  Rau f  MAregbesola, has 

called on Nigerians to take 
ownersh ip  and  fu l l y  
domesticate every aspect 
of the oil and gas industry in 
the country.

He said it is the time for 
indigenous companies to 
b e g i n  i n v e s t i n g  i n  
acquisitions, technology, 
processing and research in 
all aspects of petroleum, 
currently dominated by 
foreign firms.

 The minister gave the 
charge at the 2023 Nigerian 
Oil and Gas Opportunity 
Fair, held at the Nigerian 
Content Tower Conference 
and Exhibition Centre, 
Yenagoa, Bayelsa State.

 A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  
communique signed by his 
Media Adviser, Sola Fasute, 
he said the industry as the 
mainstay of the nation's 
e c o n o m y  n e e d s  
domestication to ward off 
the dependency syndrome 
and allow locals be on the 
driver's seat of their local 
economy.

Not ing that  fore ign 
investors are also key 
players that must be 
attracted to aid results and 
boost returns, Aregbesola 
opined that research into 
petroleum utilisation and 
maximization should also 
b e  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  
indigenous companies to 
generate the knowledge 
base for the country's 
specific needs in the sector.

 He also stressed the need 
for Nigeria to adapt a 25-
year alternative power 
template, that would be 
driven by gas, so as not to 
be stampeded by the 
electric motor transition of 
the West.

We should not only take 
our own destiny in our 
hands, we should dominate 
the oil and gas market in 
sub-Saharan Africa.

 “We should be able to 
supply refined petroleum 

products to our immediate 
neighbours and other 
African countries. We 
should also leverage on gas 
to produce electricity for 
domestic consumption and 
export. We will be making 
10 times revenue on 
finished products than on 
primary products, which 
will create more wealth and 
prosperity for the nation.

As the world begins a 
transition to electric motor 
vehicles, Nigeria should 
adopt gas as the transition 
energy for the next 25 
y e a r s ,  a n d  n o t  b e  
stampeded by the West into 

the electric car bandwagon.
 “We should convert the 

existing motor vehicles to 
be using gas, which we 
have in abundant supply. 
Nigeria has about the third 
largest natural gas reserve 
in the world. We should 
take maximum advantage 
of it for our national 
interest,” he urges.

HE Nigeria Deposit TInsurance Corporation 
has said it would soon 
completely liquidate the 
179 microfinance banks 
whose l icenses were 
recently revoked by the 
Central Bank of Nigeria.

 Recall that the apex bank 
had early this week revoked 
the  l i cences  o f  179 
microfinance banks in the 
country, as well as four 
primary mortgage banks 
a n d  t h r e e  f i n a n c e  
companies.

The Coordinator of NDIC 
Kano zonal office, Shehu 
U s m a n ,  m a d e  t h e  
disclosure at a lecture 
o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  
c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  
commemorate the 2023 
Financial Literacy Day held 
at Rumfa College in Kano on 
Thursday.

 He said the apex bank 
had since forwarded the list 
of the affected banks and 
those of the four primary 
mortgage banks and three 
finance companies to the 
corporat ion for  f ina l  
liquidation.

 He noted that the 
respons ib i l i ty  o f  the 

corporation is to ensure the 
protection and guarantee of 
the financial disposition of 
Nigerians adding that is the 
r e a s o n  t h e y  a r e  
cooperating with the CBN to 
achieve such missions.

He used the occasion to 
warn bank customers 
against depositing or 

lodging their money in any 
bank that does not have the 
sticker of the corporation.

w a n t  t o  u s e  t h i s  
opportunity to warn bank 
customers to desist from 
keeping their money in any 
bank but only those 
inst i tut ions that  are 
insured.

Aregbesola decries dominance 
of foreigners in oil sector

NDIC to liquidate 
micro-finance 

banks revoked by CBN

Aregbesola

Emefiele

INISTER of State, MMinistry of Budget 

and National Planning, 

Prince Clem Agba, has 

credited the outgoing 

regime of the President, 

Major General Muhammadu 

B u h a r i  ( r e t d . ) ,  f o r  

improving the nation's 

budget and infrastructural 

development.
Speaking at his end-of-

tenure press conference in 

Abuja, Agba stated that the 

Buhari regime recorded 

milestones in the budget 

cycle, infrastructure and 

healthcare delivery.
He said that beginning 

with the 2020 budget, the 

reg ime was  ab le  to  

e s t a b l i s h  a  s t a b l e ,  

predictable January to 

December budget cycle, 

which was sustained for 

four consecutive years.
 The minister of budget 

and planning also stressed 

the need for integrated 

rural development, which 

he said was key to solving 

urban area problems, 

explaining that provision of 

opportunities in the rural 

areas would stem the tide 

of rural-urban migrations 

that had the potential of 

creating slums in the urban 

areas.
 Agba mentioned that the 

regime had a good score in 

a r e a s  o f  i m p r o v e d  

budgetary processes,  

improved procurement 

process and its fight against 

corruption.
 But the regime failed to 

fu l f i l  i ts  promise to 

bequeath a transparent and 

open procurement process 

to Nigeria after eight years 

in office despite creation of 

t h e  N i g e r i a  O p e n  

Contracting Portal which 

has failed to take effect till 

date.
As regards the Nigeria 

Open Contracting Portal 

which is yet to take effect, 

Agba said it was due to 

technical issues, a reason 

the administration has 

always given.

Buhari improved budget cycle, infrastructure 
– Minister

 former Minister of APetroleum Resources, 

M r s  D i e z a n i  A l l i s o n  

Madueke, has slammed a 

N100 billion libel and 

defamation suit against the 

Economic and Financial 

Crimes Commission (EFCC) 

and the Attorney General of 

the Federation (AGF).
T h e  s u i t ,  m a r k e d  

CV/6273/2023, and filed on 

Friday, May 26, at the High 

Court of the Federal Capital 

Territory (FCT), Abuja, the 

former Minister, who is also 

seeking a restraining order 

against the EFCC and AGF 

from further defamation, 

asked the court to order the 

defendants to tender a 

public apology, which would 

be published in THISDAY 

Newspaper and two other 

national dailies.
Filed on her behalf by her 

team of lawyers, led by 

Mike Ozekhome (SAN), 

Diezani accused the EFCC 

and the AGF of deliberately 

maligning her person on 

the EFCC's portal, where 

she was portrayed as a 

“common criminal” and of a 

“dubious and doubtful 

character”, “untrustworthy, 

unethical and a corrupt 

politician, who promotes 

the evil culture of stealing 

f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  

Government of Nigeria, and 

of corrupt enrichment”, 

amongst others.
According to Diezani, 

EFCC and the AGF had on 

December 16, 2021, in a 

publication titled, “Diezani: 

EFCC uncovers additional 

$72.8 million in Fidelity 

Bank”, maliciously wrote, 

authored and/or caused to 

be written, authored, or 

published to the whole 

world at large of and 

concerning the Claimant, 

t h r o u g h  t h e  1 s t  

Defendant's online official 

website through which they 

falsely and maliciously 

described the Claimant as a 

common criminal, who 

l o o t ed  pub l i c  f u nd s  

belonging to the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria for her 

personal gain.
In addition, Diezani 

c l a i m e d  t h a t  “ i n  a  

publication made on August 

8, 2017, by the 1st and 2nd 

d e f e n d a n t s ,  t i t l e d  

“Unbelievable!!! EFCC 

traces N47.2 Billion, $487.5 

Mill ion to ex-Minister 

Diezani Alison-Madueke”, 

the 1st and 2nd Defendants 

falsely and maliciously 

wrote,  authored and 

or/caused to be written, 

authored, or published to 

the whole world at large 

t h r o u g h  t h e  1 s t  

D e f e n d a n t ' s  o n l i n e  

platform, a false and 

insidious story ….wherein 

they falsely and maliciously 

described the Claimant 

thus: 'It seems Mrs Diezani 

Al ison-Madueke, unti l  

recent ly,  Min is ter  o f  

Petroleum Resources, 

going by the sheer amount 

of her acquisition of gold 

and diamonds, may have 

been fighting a spirited war 

a g a i n s t  m i l l i o n s  o f  

compatr iots who are 

heavily and unevenly yoked 

by crass poverty.”
According to Diezani, the 

publications have lowered 

her reputation in the eyes of 

right-thinking members of 

the public, adding that, 

“after those defamatory 

pub l i c a t i o n s  b y  t h e  

De f endan t s ,  s e ve ra l  

people, both within and 

outside the country, who 

read the publications have 

since called her and 

e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  

disappointment, saying 

they never knew that she 

was a woman of shady 

dubious character.”
She, however, told the 

c o u r t  t h a t  “ u n l e s s  

restrained, and ordered to 

publish an unreserved 

public apology in several 

onl ine platforms and 

national dailies, including 

the THISDAY and a further 

retraction of the libellous 

p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  

Defendants will continue to 

p u b l i s h  d e f a m a t o r y  

statements against the 

claimant.”
Amongst reliefs she is 

seeking from the court are 

A declaration that the 

pub l icat ion made on 

December 16, 2021, titled 

“Diezani: EFCC uncovers 

additional $72.8 million in 

Fidelity Bank”, authored by 

EFCC and AGF and widely 

published by them is 

libellous, false, malicious, 

injurious and intended to 

lower the reputation and 

integrity of and did indeed 

lower the reputation and 

integrity of the Claimant in 

the estimation of right 

thinking members of the 

society within and outside 

Nigeria and also brought 

the Claimant into public 

ridicule, odium, contempt, 

derision and obloquy.

Diezani slams N100bn defamation suit against EFCC, AGF

Diezani
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school, when she began singing with Ike Turner 
and his band, the Kings of Rhythm. At first she 
was only an occasional performer, but she soon 
became the group's star attraction — and Mr. 
Turner's wife. With her potent, bluesy voice and 
her frenetic dancing style, she made an instant 
impression.

Their ensemble, soon renamed the Ike and 
Tina Turner Revue, became one of the premier 
touring soul acts in Black venues on the so-called 
chitlin' circuit. After the Rolling Stones invited 
the group to open for them, first on a British tour 
in 1966 and then on an American tour in 1969, 
white listeners in both countries began paying 
attention.

Ms. Turner, who insisted on adding rock songs 
by the Beatles and the Stones to her repertoire, 
reached an enormous new audience, giving the 
Ike and Tina Turner Revue its first Top 10 hit with 
her version of the Creedence Clearwater Revival 
song “Proud Mary” in 1971 and a Grammy Award 
for best R&B vocal performance by a group.

In the context of today's show business, Tina 
Turner must be the most sensational 
professional onstage,” Ralph J. Gleason, the 
influential jazz and pop critic for The San 
Francisco Chronicle, wrote in a review of a 
Rolling Stones concert in Oakland in November 
1969. “She comes on like a hurricane. She 
dances and twists and shakes and sings and the 
impact is instant and total.”

But if the Ike and Tina Turner Revue was a 
success, the Ike and Tina Turner marriage was 
not. Mr. Turner was abusive. After she escaped 
the marriage in her 30s, her career faltered. But 
her solo album “Private Dancer,” released in 
1984, returned her to the spotlight — and lifted 
her into the pop stratosphere.

AILED in the 1960s for her dynamic 
performances with her first husband, Ike, Hshe became a sensation as a recording 

artist, often echoing her personal struggles in her 
songs.

Tina Turner, the earthshaking singer whose 
rasping vocals, sexual magnetism and explosive 
energy made her an unforgettable live performer 
and one of the most successful recording artists of 

a l l  t ime ,  d i ed  on  
Wednesday at her 
home in Küsnacht, 
Switzerland, near 
Zurich. She was 
83. 

Her publ ic is t  
Bernard Doherty 
announced the 
d e a t h  i n  a  
statement but did 
not provide the 
cause. She had a 
stroke in recent 
years and was 
known  to  be  
struggling with a 
kidney disease 
a n d  o t h e r  
illnesses.

M s .  Tu r n e r  
embarked on 
h e r  h a l f -
c e n t u r y  
career in the 
late 1950s, 
while still 
attending 
h i g h  

Tina Turner, magnetic 
singer of explosive 

power, is dead at 83

HEF Hilda Bassey Effiong, aka Hilda Baci, has succeeded in 
breaking a second world record with her recent attempt to Cbreak the Guinness World Record for the longest cooking 

period.
The Cook-a-thon has, so far, exceeded a staggering 4.8 billion 

views worldwide.
This was confirmed by a media intelligence report published by P+ 

Measurement Services.
The report, which conducted a comprehensive media 

performance audit on the event, highlighted the sponsorships, 
sentiment, reach, and media share across different countries.

It revealed that digital media played a pivotal role in promoting 
awareness and engagement, accounting for over 87% of the 
event's traction, while traditional media contributed 13%.

Social media platforms were abuzz with mentions of the cook-a-
thon, further amplifying its global reach. The report indicated that 
Nigeria accounted for 67% of the media coverage, followed by the 
United States with 15%, the United Kingdom with 4%, Ghana with 
3%, and Canada with 1%. Other countries displayed varying levels 
of interest and coverage.

Notably, the analysis demonstrated that the sentiment 
surrounding the event was overwhelmingly positive, garnering an 
impressive 85%.

This positive sentiment can be leveraged by Hilda Baci to build 
brand loyalty and enhance engagement with her audience. The 
remaining 15% of sentiment, classified as negative, indicated that 
any concerns or issues raised during the event were promptly and 
effectively addressed.

According to the report, the audience reach of 4,812,704,500 is a 
testament to the popularity and success of the Cook-a-thon media 
engagement.

The traditional media gained 13% and the digital media gained 
87% based on the media types analysed. The high percentage of 
online media mentions also suggests that digital media played a 
significant role in driving awareness and engagement about the 
event.

“The Amore Gardens, the top sponsor, received 18% of the media 
attention, followed by Uber with 14%, BaigeWallet came in third 
with 13%, and Arla and Woodscope in lower positions with 10% and 
9%, respectively. Noting that media prominence doesn't 
necessarily equate to the level of financial or logistical support 
provided by each sponsor. It reflects the volume of media exposure 
and visibility they received during the event period.”

Hilda Baci's Cook-a-thon has undoubtedly captivated the global 
audience, breaking records and positioning her as a prominent 
figure in the culinary world.

Hilda Baci's Cook-a-thon 
breaks another world record
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I, formerly known as DADAI 
PIAPSON HYCENTH, now wish to 
be known and address as DADAI 
HYCENTH PIAPSON. My correct 
date of birth is 12/12/1990 not 
12/12/1984. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general public to 
please take note.

I, formerly known as ALAGBE 
VICTORIA OLAJITRE, now wish 
to be known and address as 
ALAGBE VICTORIA TEMILADI. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
HANNATU TSOK YADUMA, 
now wish to be known and 
address as HANNATU TSOK 
AUDU. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

ALAGBE DADAI TSOK

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly known as SALEH YUSUF 
OLUWAGBEMIGA, now wish to be 
k n o w n  a n d  a d d r e s s  a s  
O L U W A G B E M I G A  J O S E P H  
SUNDAY. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general public to 
please take note.

I, formerly known as SANI 
ABDUL, now wish to be known 
and address as HOPE MIKE 
JAJA. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
ABDULAZIZ ABUBAKAR, now 
wish to be known and address as 
S U L E M A N  A B D U L A Z I Z  
ABUBAKAR .  A l l  f o rme r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

HOPE OLUWAGBEMIGA SULEMAN

I, formerly known as JWANCHI 
MURNA PAUL, now wish to be 
k n o w n  a n d  a d d r e s s  a s  
J W A N C H I N  M U R N A  
J W A N C H I N .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as ABAKPA 
MARY, now wish to be known and 
address as ABAKPA MARY 
ONYEMOWO.  A l l  f o rmer  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as UMAR 
HAWAU, now wish to be known 
a n d  a d d r e s s  a s  U M A R  
H A U W A U .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

ABAKPA JWANCHIN UMAR

I, formerly known as MERCY 
ONYIYECHI ANI, now wish to 
be known and address as MERCY 
ONYIYECHI EMEKA-OGIDI. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ADINIYA 
AYHU, now wish to be known and 
address as ADIGHE SUNDAY 
ALIBIDI. My correct date of birth 
is 15/08/1985. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as DAFUR 
JANET LUTHER, now wish to be 
known and address as AYUBA 
JANET IZANG. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

ADIGHE MERCY AYUBA

I, formerly known as DANJUMA 
JACOB MWANJEL, now wish to 
be known and address as 
DANJUMA JOAB MWANJEL. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ATANG 
ESTHER SAMUEL, now wish to 
be known and address as AJIJI 
ESTHER SAMUEL. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
MUHAMMED SALISU, now 
wish to be known and address as 
MUHAMMED SALIHU JIBRIN. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

AJIJI DANJUMA MUHAMMED

I, formerly known as NOAH 
GRACE ADAMU, now wish to be 
known and address as NOAH 
GRACE OTITI. My correct of date 
of birth is 09/02/1995. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as MICHAEL 
TONY, now wish to be known 
and address as TAANGAHAR 
TONY KATOR. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as KELECHI 
OKOLI OKOLI, now wish to be 
known and address as OKOLI 
PATRICK KELECHI. My Correct 
date of birth is 17/05/1980 not 
2 7 / 0 2 / 1 9 8 0 .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

TAANGAHAR NOAH OKOLI

I, formerly known as NANFA 
YANGRIAAG, now wish to be 
k n o w n  a n d  a d d r e s s  a s  
NANFWANG YANGRIAAG. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as PAJOK 
NYAM, now wish to be known 
and address as DAJOK 
NYAM. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I, formerly known as FLORENCE 
DUNG BITRUS, now wish to be 
k n o w n  a n d  a d d r e s s  a s  
FLORENCE YOP DUNG. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

DAJOK NANFWANG FLORENCE

I, formerly known as GWOM 
SAMUEL, now wish to be known 
and address as SAMUEL GWOM 
DUNG. My correct date of birth is 
0 1 / 0 8 / 1 9 7 5 .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as ODEY 
PRESCILLA EMMANUELLA, 
now wish to be known and 
address as ODEY PRESCILLA 
EMMANUELLA ONAYO’CHE. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as REBECCA 
EZEKIEL GWOM, now wish to 
be known and address as SHUT 
REBECCA SATI. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

ODEY SAMUEL SHUT

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
C H R I S T O P H E R  E G B O  
MATHEW, now wish to be known 
and address as MATHEW EGBO 
CHRISTOPHER. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as AYUBA 
MARTHA CHUNDUNG, now wish 
to be known and address as 
AYUBA MARTHA. My correct 
date of birth is 09/01/1973. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as TAFINTA 
GRACE AWANYA, now wish to 
be known and address as 
IBRAHIM GRACE DANLADI. My 
cor rec t  date  o f  b i r th  i s  
2 8 / 0 1 / 1 9 8 8 .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

AYUBA MATHEW IBRAHIM

I, formerly known as JOHN 
FILAH WESLEY, now wish to 
be known and address as 
JOHNWESLEY FILAH. All 
former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as YAKUBU 
MAKURUNDU, now wish to be 
known and address as HOSEA 
Y A K U B U .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ELSIE 
GWANCIT LAKAN EMOLE, 
now wish to be known and 
address as ELSIE GWANCIT 
LAKAN. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

HOSEA JOHNWESLEY ELSIE

I, formerly known as LEDOU 
NDUKODON, now wish to be 
known and address as LEDOU 
NDUKODON MUSA. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as JOHN 
EROCHUKWU, now wish to be 
known and  address  as  
EROCHUKWU DAVID UKWU. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as FATIMA 
YUSUF, now wish to be known 
and address as FATIMA 
YUSUF SAID. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

EROCHUKWU LEDOU FATIMA IJAI SALE UGWUOKE

I, formerly known as IJAI 
THLAMA PAPKA, now wish to 
be known and address as IJAI 
T H L A M A .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as SALEH A 
SALEH, now wish to be known 
and address as SALE SULE. All 
former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
O N Y E K A C H U K W U  
UGWUOKE, now wish to be 
k n o w n  a n d  a d d r e s s  a s  
OGWUOKE ONYEKACHI. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as IBRAHIM 
SALE SALISU, now wish to be 
known and  address  as  
IBRAHIM SALE WORMI. All 
former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as NASIR 
ABDULRAUF SULAIMAN, now 
wish to be known and address as 
NASIR ABDULRAUF IBRAHIM. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as DUNG 
AGNES ZAKKA, now wish to be 
known and address as DUNG 
HAPPY ZAKKA. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

NASIR IBRAHIM DUNG

THIS SPACE
IS FOR SALE

THIS SPACE
IS FOR SALE

THIS SPACE
IS FOR SALE

OVERNOR Simon 
Bako  La long  o f  GPlateau State has on 

Saturday May 27th 2023, 
sworn in a new Head Of 
Service (HOS) in the state. 

She is Barr. Mrs. Rauta 
Joshua Dakok and she takes 
over from Engr. Sunday Hyat 
who has retired from service 
h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  t h e  
retirement age and also 
served a 4 months extension 
g ran t ed  h im  by  t he  
Governor. 

Among personalities that 
witnessed the swearing in 
was Deputy Governor, Prof. 
Sonny Gwanle Tyodden, 
Permanent Secretaries, 
Government functionaries,  
t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e r s ,    
Miskhaham Mwaghavul, Da 
John Horse, the Tsum Pyem, 
Charles Mato Dakat among 
others. 

Before the swearing in  at 
New Government House, 
Rayfield Jos, the Governor 
had earlier announced her 
appointment through a 

statement signed by his 
Director of Press and Public 
Affairs  appointment. 

He  commended  t he  
outgoing HOS for the 
committed and  meritorious 
service  he rendered to the 
state. 

Lalong said based on her 
track record of service, the 
appointment of the new HOS 
is well deserved because  
she has risen through the 
ranks to earn the position. 

He urged her to put in her 
best, play a strategic role, 
and be a mentor to the state 
civil service. He also urged 
her to serve the people and 
support the incoming 
government to succeed.

He described himself  a 
gender sensitive governor 
a d d i n g  t h a t   t h e  
appointment should be seen 
as a milestone to the women 

folk.
The new HOS, Dakok took 

the oath of office, promising 
to be free and fair to all and 
serve the people as required 
by the law.

In her acceptance speech, 

Dakok  ded i ca ted  her  
appointment to the will of 
God stating that based on 
the experience she has 
gathered in the Civil Service, 
during the COVID-19 era, 
and in other sectors of 

Lalong swears in new Head of Service 
By PALANG KASMI 

government where she 
served, she has the required  
experience to do the job. 

She promised to work for 
the development of the 
state, and do her best to 
uplift the civil service.  

Until her appointment, 
Barr. Rauta Dakok was the 
Permanent  Secretary,  
General Administration in 
the office of the HOS

A graduate of Law from the 
University of Jos in 1988, 
Barr. Dakok started work 
with the Plateau State 
Government in 1990 as 
State Counsel.

She rose steadily holding 
various positions to reach 
the peak of the civil service 
where she served as 
Permanent Secretary in 
various Ministries. 

They include Civil Service 
C o m m i s i o n ;  L o c a l  
Government and Chieftaincy 
A f f a i r s ;  B u d g e t  a n d  

E c o n o m i c  P l a n n i n g ;  
Finance; as well served as 
the Solicitor General and 
Pe rmanen t  Se c r e t a r y  
Ministry of Justice. 

She also served in several 
Committees, Boards and 
was involved in many crucial 
assignments of at the State 
and National levels. 

Apa r t  f r om  se r v i ng  
previously as Vice Chairman 
o f  t he  N i ge r i an  Ba r  
Association in Plateau State, 
she is an active member of 
the International Federation 
of Women Lawyers (FIDA), 
and once chaired FIDA 
Plateau State Chapter.

T h e  G o v e r n o r  a l s o  
performed the official 
commissioning of Plateau 
State Adolescent Girls 
Initiative for Learning and 
Empowerment (AGILE) 
Project, a girl- child social 
intervention project jointly 
sponsored by the World 
Bank, Federal and state 
Government.

Barr. Dakok
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 two day prayer and 
fast ing has been Ad e c l a r e d  b y  t h e  

Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN) in Taraba 
towards the success of the 
May 29 inauguration and 
God's protection for the 
incoming government and the 
state in general.

In the iterinary of events 
issued to the media on 
Thursday, a Jumat prayer 
would be held for the 
inauguration while a Christian 
service will take place on 
Sunday. 

The CAN in Taraba has 
however followed up with 
announcements all over the 
airwaves in Taraba for 
Christians to undertake on a 
prayer and fasting begining 
from Friday 26 May to Sunday 
May 28.

Already, a valedictory 
session has been held earlier 
in the week by Governor 
Darius Ishaku but the cabinet 
has not yet been dissolved, 
The Nigeria Standard has 
learnt.

The Chief Press Secretary to 
the Governor, Iliya Bekyu has 
confirmed to The Nigeria 
Standard that the governor 
has not handed over to the 

Governor-elect, Agbu Kefas.
A b o u t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  

arrangements for the event, 
the police in Taraba has 
assured of a hitch free event 
and that they are acting on the 
intelligence report by the DSS 
that some states are prone to 
crisis.

"We have deployed men to 
cover the venue, in and out 

and we have also posted men 
on patrols within the town and 
environs. 

"We are going to experience 
a  h i t c h -  f r e e  e v e n t .  
Intelligence prepares us to 
d e p l o y  o u r  s e c u r i t y  
architecture and to make sure 
we don't take things for 
granted," police spokesman, 
Abdullahi Usman hinted.

Two-day prayer and fasting 
declared in Taraba

From Victor Gai, Jalingo

HE  Commande r  12  TB r i g a d e ,  B r i g a d i e r  
General Isang Akpaumontia, 
has paid courtesy visits to two 
Kogi Paramount Rulers: the 
Ohinoyi of Ebiraland, HRM Dr. 
Ado Ibrahim; and Obaro of 
Kabba, His Royal Majesty, Oba 
Solomon Oladele Owoniyi at 
their

 Palaces in Okene and Kabba 
respectively.

In his separate remarks at 
the two Palaces, General 
Akpaumont ia ,  sa id  the 
familiarization tour was an 
opportunity to discuss critical 
issues with stakeholders, 
i ns t i tu t i ons ,  espec ia l l y  
traditional rulers within Kogi 
State.

According to the Brigade 
Commander, 'security is a 
collective responsibility', and 
therefore assured the good 
people of Kogi State of his 
resolve  to ensure peace is 

maintained in Kogi at all 
times.

Genera l  Akpaumont i a  
further disclosed that his visit 
was to also to pay homage to 
the monarchs as a mark of 
respect as well as to seek for 
royal blessings and prayers 
while discharging his duties.

In his response in Okene, the 
Ohinoyi appreciated the 
presence of the Nigerian Army 
in Ebira land saying that it had 
drastical ly reduced the 
terrorism and other social 
vices.

The  t rad i t i ona l  ru l e r  
expressed his desire and 
r ead i nes s  t o  suppo r t ,  
collaborate and synergize with 
the Nigerain Army.

In his response in Kabba, the 

Obaro of Kabba, said that 
since  the establishment of 
the military presence in 
Kabba, there have been peace 
as spate of kidnapping had 
reduced drastically.

He urged the Brigade 
Commander to also maintain 
cont inued high cordia l  
relationship with the relevant 
stakeholders and the people.

Both paramount rulers 
expressed their gratitude to 
the Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS), Lt. Gen. Farouk 
Yahaya, for the august visit 
and for the honour bestowed 
on them.

The highlight of the visits 
was the presentation of 
souvenirs and gift items to the 
monarchs in line with the 
tradition of the palace and a 
group photograph.

New Commander 12
 Brigade visits monarch

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

TAKEHOLDERS drawn Sfrom both cultural and 

faith based setting in Jos, 

who have put their heads 

together to deliberate on 

the implementation of  the 

Violence Against Persons 

Prohibition (VAPP) Model 

Law and Re-passage of  

G e n d e r  a n d  E q u a l  

Opportunity (GEO), have 

unanimously thrown their 

w e i g h t  b e h i n d  t h e  

submission of WRAPA 
This position came up 

when the Women's Rights 

A d v a n c e m e n t  a n d  

Protection Alternative 

(WRAPA) with the support 

of AWDF, organised a two-

day town hall meeting 

aimed at creating more 

awareness and increasing 

the knowledge of relevant 

stakeholders, held at the 

conference hall of City 

Lodge Hotel Jos, the state 

capital. 
 Declaring the two-day 

meeting open, the Senior 

Programme Officer of 

W R A P A ,  M u h a m m a d  

Ibrahim Mifada, said they 

have trained religious and 

community leaders and 

would want to hear from 

them their resolutions as 

stakeholders who were 

directly involved in the 

implementation of VAPP 

Law.
  He commended the 

c o m m i t m e n t  o f  t h e  

religious and community 

leaders in trying to settle 

VAPP issues and implored 

participants to throw away 

any religious or ethnic 

sentiments that might arise 

when there were conflicts 

and treat it as a deliberate 

action of the enemies of 

Plateau.
  Mifada, said, "One of the 

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  

programme was to drive 

the implementation of 

innovative strategies or 

ac t i on  p lans  ea r l i e r  

committed to by the state 

and non-state actors on the 

implementation of VAPP 

Law in Plateau State and to 

intensi fy efforts and 

increase pressure on the 

state government for the 

re-passage of the Plateau 

State GEO Bill".
 Responding, His Royal 

Highness, Sarkin Mista-Ali 

(District Head), Danladi 

Akinga Kasuwa, of Bassa 

Local Government Area, 

Plateau State, called for 

the availability of the law 

so that it would help them 

rely on it when issues of 

Violence Against Persons 

P r o h i b i t i o n  ( V A P P )  

appeared before them.
 He said, "It was because 

of this that I have 

appointed two women 

leaders, one each from the 

Christian and Muslim, in 

my cabinet so that women 

issues can be handled by 

them. We know it will reach 

a point where the court and 

police will refer some of 

these cases to we the 

community and religious 

leaders because we live 

with them".
  On her part, the Plateau 

State Director of the 

Nat iona l  Or ien ta t ion  

Agency (NOA), Mrs. Karen 

Tabetha Pam-hworo, said 

the law has a positive 

purpose and should not be 

abused. She called on the 

community and religious 

leaders to put pressure on 

the 10th Assembly in the 

state for them to pick up 

the re-passage bill before 

the Plateau State House of 

Assembly.
  It would be recalled that 

Governor Simon Bako 

Lalong, of Plateau State 

has on May 19, 2022 

signed into law the VAPP 

Law and directed for re-

passage of Gender and 

Equal Opportunity (GEO) 

Law by the two-third 

majority of the House of 

A s semb l y  membe r s .  

However, women leaders 

f r om the  two  f a i t h  

promised to stepdown the 

awareness to members in 

their localities.

 Police beefs up security ahead of inauguration
From Abbas Gungura, 

Bauchi

HE Bauchi State Police TCommand has fortified 

the Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 

Stadium for a seamless 

inaugurat ion ceremony 

ahead of the Gubernatorial 

Inauguration scheduled to 

take place on Monday, May 

29th in Bauchi State.
According to a press release 

on Friday, 26th May 2023 

signed by the Bauchi State 

Police Public Relations Officer, 

SP Ahmed Mohammed Wakil, 

specific plans have been 

f o r m u l a t e d  f o r  t h e  

inauguration ceremony, 

outlined in the operation 

order, ensuring heightened 

p r o t e c t i o n  w h i l e  

accommodating guests, well-

meaning Nigerians, and the 

international community in 

witnessing this significant 

event.
The  s t a tement  sa i d ,  

“Collaborating closely with all 

levels of government, private 

sectors, the Nigerian Armed 

Forces, and other security 

agencies, we are committed 

to ensuring the safety and 

security of all citizens. Our 

collective objective is to 

facilitate a commendable and 

seamless  inaugura t ion  

ceremony on May 29, 2023.
“The Bauchi State Police 

Command has mobilized its 

operational and human 

resources to establish a 

robust security arrangement. 

Adequate personnel have 

been assigned to safeguard 

the Government House/VIP 

Lodges, provide security in 

and around the stadium, 

monitor the state's borders, 

and oversee entry and exit 

points, as well as critical 

government installations. The 

deployed operatives include 

members of the Nigeria 

P o l i c e ,  B a u c h i  S t a t e  

Command and other tactical 

squads, such as the Police 

Mobile Force (PMF), Counter 

Terrorism Unit (CTU), Special 

Protect ion Unit  (SPU), 

Explosive Ordinance Disposal 

(EOD) CBRN, SIB State 

Intelligence Bureau, NPF 

Medical, NPF Mounted Troops, 

and K9 units, among others. 

Additionally, the Command 

has deployed all available 

patrol vehicles and highly 

efficient drones for aerial 

surveillance within the state 

and  i t s  su r round ings .  

Furthermore, the Command's 

Armoured Personnel Carriers 

(APCs) will be stationed at 

strategic locations around the 

state.
“Police and other security 

personnel will be positioned 

along the routes to and from 

the inauguration grounds. 

Rigorous safety measures will 

b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  f o r  

individuals entering the 

venue, including screenings 

and searches, while traffic 

control will be efficiently 

managed in collaboration 

with the protocol sub-

committee of the transition 

c o m m i t t e e ,  e n s u r i n g  

seamless traffic flow.
“ T h e  I n a u g u r a t i o n  

Ceremony in the state has 

received special attention, as 

the Commissioner of Police 

has  d i rected a l l  Area 

Commande r s ,  Ta c t i c a l  

Commanders, Divisional 

Police Officers (DPOs), Head 

of Departments, and other 

sister security agencies to 

reinforce the inauguration 

venue with operational 

equipment provided by the 

Force.
“The Commander of this 

o p e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  

Commissioner of Police, CP 

Aminu Alhassan psc(+), of 

the Bauchi State Command, 

who will be assisted by the 

Deputy Commissioner of 

Police in charge of the 

Department of Operations, 

DCP Bel lo Shehu psc, 

alongside other co-opted 

heads of operations from 

various security agencies.
“The Commissioner of 

Police, therefore, calls upon 

all citizens to adhere to the 

ru l es  and  regu la t i ons  

governing the inauguration 

and swearing-in ceremony. 

Furthermore, he reminds the 

good citizens of the state to 

p r o m p t l y  r e p o r t  a n y  

susp i c i ous  ac t i v i ty  o r  

individuals to the police or 

other relevant security 

agencies. The Command 

sternly warns non-state 

actors or any aggrieved 

groups or individuals to 

pursue redress through due 

process and the rule of law, as 

law enforcement agencies will 

not hesitate to quell any 

confrontations or acts of 

insecurity.
However, the Command 

implored all law-abiding 

citizens to support the police 

in its mission to ensure the 

safety and security of all.
“The Command is fully 

committed to creating a safe 

and secure environment 

before, during, and after the 

inauguration, the statement 

assured.

Stakeholders throw their weight 
behind AWDF/WRAPA

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Alkali

Ayokunle











LTHOUGH she initially 
planned to cook for 96 Ahours ,  enough  to  

surpass the previous record set 
by Lata London in September 
2019 when she cooked her 
name into fame by completing 
her cooking marathon for 87 
hours, 45 minutes, Baci was 
motivated to extend her 
attempt and surpass it by over 
1 3  h o u r s .  W h a t  w a s  
immediately obvious was the 
irrepressible Nigerian spirit of 
dogged determination to beat 
the odds, to excel regardless, to 
thrive despite everything 
stacked up against survival and 
to emerge from it all, smelling 
of roses.

Questions are being asked 
whether it is indeed possible for 
a person to stand and cook for a 
period of 4 days nonstop, taking 
only two hours to rest within a 
24-hour period. I have also 
pondered this and asked myself 
if it is truly possible. That is, 
however, a topic for discussion 
on another day.

I would love to ask the 
producers a few questions. 
There has to be some skills and 
techniques involved to survive 
the ordeal of being on one's feet 
for that period of time. But to 
capture the analogy of Baci's 
successful attempt as a 
commentary on the Nigerian 
spirit, that the Afrobeat legend, 
F e l a  A n i k u l a p o  K u t i  
picturesquely captured in his 
lyrics “Suffering and Smiling”, it 
will be instructive to grasp the 
Herculean effort it demanded 
and the toll it took on her.

She attributed her success to 
five years of preparation, 
running a restaurant, and 
participating in a jollof face-off 
competition, which she won. 
These, she claimed, supplied 
her the wherewithal  to 
withstand preparing 200 meals, 
w h i c h  s h e  s e r v e d  t o  
approximately over 4,000 
people.

The meals included various 
rice dishes, pasta, porridge, 
mashed potatoes, soups, cold 
dishes, and side servings to go 
with them all. The carnival 
nature of the attempt and the 
free food attracted even more 
people as she gained significant 
attention on social media, with 
nearly three million Google 
searches while it went on.

To  r ema in  w i th i n  t he  
requirements of the attempt, 
Baci made sure to cook all the 
meals by herself without any 
external help. To showcase 
Nigerian food to the world, she 
focused on mostly local dishes. 
And to demonstrate her 
gratitude for the incredible level 
of support she received from 
those who turned up to keep 
her going, day and night, and 
the brands that made it all 
happen for her, she expressed 
her unreserved appreciation at 
her first public appearance, 
while insisting that she followed 

all the rules and did not cut 
corners in creat ing the 
experience she envisioned for 
herself when she made up her 
mind to attempt the record.

Although pushing to a 100 
hours was not in her plans for 
the attempt, she revealed that 
she was convinced by her friend 
and brother to make it a round 
number. Still nothing spelt 
Nigerian more in everything she 
accomplished than the further 
revelation that the challenges 
she faced after only six hours 
made her consider giving up on 
that very first day. What kept 
her going, she said, was the 
strength she drew from her 
family, friends, fans, and 
followers who supported her 
throughout the journey.

As with the majority of 
Nigerians who put up with the 
vagaries of life and are 
undaunted in the face of the 
most debilitating obstacles, 
Baci acknowledged the role of 
God and people's strength in 
keeping her going, especially 
during her most difficult 
moments in those gruelling 100 
hours.

Baci's mother, Mrs. Lynda 
Ndukwe, the CEO of Calabar 
Pot, is another manifestation of 
the Nigerian drive towards set 
goals. As the old block from 
which Hilda is a chip, she 
expressed immense pride in her 
daughter's accomplishment, 
stating that it was a testament 
to the values and upbringing 
she instilled in Hilda and her six 
siblings. It bore witness to the 
significance of familial support 
and the fruition of inculcated 
values within the Nigerian 
matrix.

The country is seeing further 
examples of how unwavering 
determination can break 
records, establish reckoning, 

immortalise names and set new 
records. Baci's story, as many 
other stories across the country 
which scarcely make it to 
headline news and never 
become viral online sensations, 
inspire us to celebrate the 
passion, resilience and hard 
work that characterise the 
Nigerian spirit.

Despite the challenges faced 
by Nigeria, this May 2023 
serves as an opportunity for the 
nat ion to  showcase i ts  
strengths. Whether residing in 
affluent areas like Lagos, Rivers 
or Abuja, or playing pivotal 
roles in trading arenas, such as 
the Kasuwar Kwari Clothes 
Market in Kano or the Zaki Biam 
Yam Market in Benue, Nigerians 
can aspire to live more beautiful 
and prosperous lives by 
achieving further success.

Nigerians possess unique 
qualities, nurtured by lofty 
aspirations, undying quests for 
knowledge, and unparalleled 
diligence. They embody the 
sp i r i t  o f  audac i t y  and  
perseverance, refusing to give 
up even in the face of failures 
and hardships. Against all odds, 
Nigerians defy limitations and 
emerge as successful global 
brands in tandem with the oft-
used aphorism “Naija no dey 
carry last.”

Recently, Napoli's Victor 
Osimhen, helped the Serie A 
side end their 33-year Scudetto 
drought. His goal contributions 
and leveller in a 1-1 draw 
against Udinese sent Naples 
into wild jubilations. It marked 
his 22nd goal, surpassing the 
record set by Cameroonian 
legend Samuel Eto'o as the 
African with the most goals in a 
single Serie A season. Days 
later, Osimhen further solidified 
his greatness by surpassing 
Liberian icon George Weah's 

record of 46 goals in 114 Serie A 
games, scoring an incredible 47 
goals.

Not long after that, Tiwa 
Savage, the Afrobeats Queen, 
made history on May 6, when 
s h e  p e r f o r m e d  a t  t h e  
coronation concert of King 
Charles III and Queen Camilla 
at Windsor Castle, London. This 
momentous occasion marked 
the first time a Nigerian artist 
p e r f o r m e d  a t  a  r o y a l  
coronation, elevating Savage's 
global stature and showcasing 
the immense talent within 
Nigeria's music industry.

Now Baci has added to that 
lore by breaking barriers in the 
culinary world with this 
Guinness World Records 
attempt, further highlighting 
t h e  i n g e n u i t y  a n d  
determination of Nigerians in 
various fields. These are 
testaments of the unwavering 
spirit of Nigerians.

Despite moments of despair, 
insults and obstacles, Nigerians 
are known to persevere and 
emerge victorious. Wherever 
they go, people recognise this 
never-say-die mentality that 
d r i ves  the  N ige r i an  to  
exce l lence.  Even i f  we 
sometimes forget due to the 
status quo at home, events 
such as these, serve as valuable 
reminders that individuals of all 
backgrounds, and brackets 
have it in them to never give up 
on their dreams.

Nigeria boasts icons in various 
fields, including politics, 
religion, academia, sports, 
entertainment and business, 
whether recognised in the 
Guinness World Records or by 
esteemed publications like 
Timeb Magazine, or in the small 
spaces they call their own, who 
have exemplified dignity, 
passion and determination, 

p r o p e l l i n g  N i g e r i a  t o  
international acclaim and 
typifying this spirit.

As Nigerians at home or in the 
Diaspora, we cheer for our 
compatriots, contributing to 
Nigeria's reputation as a nation 
that dares greatly. And, we 
know that this spirit resides in 
us.

Another salient point in Baci's 
attempt was the overwhelming 
support she received that did 
not care for tribe, ethnicity, 
religion or any of the countless 
stratification employed to cause 
divisions. It tells of another side 
of the Nigerian story, that as a 
people, we are more united 
than politics will make us 
believe. Wherever there is an 
occasion calling for unity, the 
standard Nigerian response is 
breathtakingly heart-warming. 
Every time! We must learn from 
this and build on it in every 
other aspect of our continued 
existence as one country. 
Nigeria will go very far when we 
look past our differences and 
hold on to everything that 
makes us the loving, kind, 
supportive Nigerians we know 
we can be.

Events like these, for Baci, 
Savage, Osimhen, remind us 
that our blood, spirit and 
indomitable mindsets can 
propel us to success anywhere 
in the world. Regardless of age, 
e t h n i c i t y,  r e l i g i o n ,  o r  
background, their stories and 
our own personal stories, serve 
as a powerful reminder that 
success is attainable for all.

With over 250 ethnic groups, 
diverse religions, political 
differences and cultural beliefs, 
Nigeria's strength lies in its 
audacity. Nigerians remain 
undeterred by obstacles and 
immune to limitations. Whether 
in politics, religion, academia, 
sports, entertainment, or 
business, Nigerians continue to 
inspire and blaze trails, 
breaking records and making 
Nigeria the envy of the world. 
The rest of the Nigerian 
population, whether at home or 
in the Diaspora, champion 
these achievements and 
contributes to the nation's 
progress.

Baci's potential inclusion in 
the Guinness Book of World 
Records for her cooking 
marathon is another moment of 
valuable lessons for Nigeria 
during its transition period and 
for its leaders. Nigeria must 
embrace exemplary leadership 
at all levels and undergo a 
national mentality shift from 
consumption to production.

Baci's dedication, sacrifice 
and determination serve as an 
inspiration for young Nigerians 
and demonstrate the rewards 
that come from hard work. As 
N i g e r i a  f a c e s  c r i t i c a l  
challenges, it is essential for 
leaders to emulate Baci's 
commitment and adopt a new 
leadership ethos focused on 
progress and development.

On May 15, 2023, at Amore Gardens, Lekki, Lagos, Hilda Baci, whose real name is Hilda Bassey Effiong, effectively broke the Guinness World Records for 
the longest cooking by an individual. As her ardent throng of supporters cheered her on, in the fanfare that the attempt became, she continuously cooked 
for 100 hours and 40 minutes. AUSTYN OGANNAH, writes.

SUNDAY STANDARD, May 28, 2023 Page 35

Hilda Baci: Exemplar of resilient Nigerian spirit

Baci
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anchester  C i ty 's  
Erling Haaland has Mbecome the first 

player to win the Premier 
League player and young 
player of the year awards in 
the same season.

The 22-year-old striker's 36 
goals have seen him break the 
Premier League record for most 
goals in a season.

Overall, he has scored 52 goals 
during the campaign.

"I am honoured to have 
become the first player to win 
both awards in the same season - 
thank you to everyone who voted 
for me," said Haaland.

Haaland, who received the 
most combined votes from the 
public and a Premier League 
panel, joined City from Borussia 
Dortmund last summer and has 
helped the club win a third 
successive top-flight title.

He has already been named the 
Football Writers' Association 
(FWA) men's footballer of the 
year.

"It has been an incredible first 
season in the Premier League 
and lifting the trophy last 
weekend in front of our fans at 
the Etihad was a very special 
moment for me," added the 
Norway international.

City are also on for the Treble 
as they will face Manchester 
United in the FA Cup final on 3 
June before playing Inter Milan in 
the Champions League final on 
10 June.

"These awards would not have 
been possible without my 
amazing team-mates, the 
manager and all of the staff at 
the club who help me perform on 
the pitch," said Haaland.

"Now we have two more finals 
to go and we want to finish the 
season strong."

Erling Haaland posted an 
image of his battle wounds 
picked up in Manchester City's 1-
1 draw at Brighton on Thursday.

Julio Enciso's superb strike 
salvaged a draw for the Seagulls 
after Phil Foden fired the Premier 
League champions ahead.

The result ensured Brighton 
will play Europa League football 
next season for the first time in 
their history.

And judging by Haaland's legs, 
Roberto De Zerbi's side were 
willing to go to war to claim an 
impressive sixth-placed league 
finish.

The Norwegian striker took to 
Instagram following the clash at 
the AMEX Stadium to show off a 
pair of Nike trainers.

But it was the nasty looking 
cuts to his right leg that drew 
more attention than his new 
kicks.

Haaland posted the image 
alongside the caption: “Love 
these” accompanied by two fire 
emojis.

It remains to be seen whether 
his wounds will make him a 
doubt for Sunday's final game of 
the season at Brentford.

It was a rare off-night in front 
of goal for the City striker who 
could only muster up one shot on 
target during the 90 minutes.

He did, however, provide the 
assist to allow Foden to open the 
scoring in the 25th minute.

It has been an incredible first 
Premier League campaign for 
the 22-year-old who has netted 
a staggering 52 goals in 51 
games across all competitions.

Haa land smashed A lan 
Shearer and Andy Cole's long-
standing record high of 34 goals 
in a Premier League season, 
registering 36 so far.

With the league title already 
sewn up, the striker is two 
games away from completing a 
historic Treble.

A win over Manchester United 
in the FA Cup final and 
Champions League success 
against Inter next month could 
also see the Norwegian stake a 
strong claim for this year's 

Ballon d'Or.
Manchester City boss Pep 

Guardiola believes much of the 
club's success this season is 
down to the efforts of Rodri - not 
star striker Erling Haaland.

The Premier League giants are 
approaching the end of what 
could be an historic campaign for 
the club.

City are on the verge of 
winning their third consecutive 
Premier League title and set to 
play in the finals of both the 
Champions League and FA Cup.

Haaland's 52 goals across all 
competitions have heavily 
contributed to their dominance 
this season.

However, Guardiola has 
highlighted one player in 
particular who has been a 
fundamental source of success 
for the treble chasers.

Speaking after they thumped 
Real Madrid 4-0, he said: “What a 
year [for Rodri].

“Everyone is talking about 
Haaland, but without him [Rodri] 
this would not have been possible.

“He has become the best 
midfielder we have, it has been an 
imperial year. We are very happy, 
very much.”

Rodri has made 52 appearances 
for City this season, and has 
started all but one of the 34 
Premier League games he's been 
available for.

He was part of the dominant 
midfield that brushed aside 14-
time Champions League winners 
Madrid on Wednesday night.

Rodri is likely to remain a key 
starter for Guardiola's side for 
their remaining games of the 
season.

Up next for them is a home clash 
against Chelsea and should they 
win, or Nottingham Forest beat 
Arsenal the evening before, they 
will be crowned Premier League 
champions.

An FA Cup final against 
Manchester United will be the first 
of two clashes in June, with the 
showcase against Inter the week 
after being their final test of the 
season.

Manchester City will finally look 
to get their hands on the 
Champions League trophy when 
they meet Inter Milan in the final 
next month.

The Citizens have dominated 
English football since Pep 
Guardiola has taken charge but 
have never managed to win 
Europe's greatest prize.

City have reached the final and 
the semi-final in the tournament's 
last two iterations but now 
couldn't wish for a better 
opportunity.

The Etihad outfit thrashed 

reigning champions Real 
Madrid 5-1 on aggregate and 
could still complete a historic 
treble - if they win the FA Cup 
final the previous week.

City will now face Inter after 
the Italian giants overcame 
their inner-city rivals AC Milan 
3-0 over two legs to set up an 
intriguing clash.

The Nerazzurri sit third in 
Serie A but are three-time 
Champions League winners - 
last winning the competition 
under Jose Mourinho in 2010.

The 2022/23 Champions 
League final will take place on 
Saturday, June 10. 

It will be played at the 
Ataturk Olympic Stadium in 
I s tanbu l ,  w i th  k i ck-o f f  
scheduled for 8pm UK time.

talkSPORT will have live 
coverage from Turkey, with 
Adrian Durham serving as your 
presenter.

Commentary will be provided 
by Jim Proudfoot and former 
Manchester City manager 
Stuart Pearce.

Noel Gallagher promised on 
talkSPORT to watch City's 
European final with the club's 
supporters branch in San 
Diego.

While on White and Jordan, 
Citizens fan Christie, who is the 
chair of San Diego's branch of 
City's official supporter's club, 
called in at 4.30am PDT with an 
offer Gallagher couldn't refuse.

The Oasis icon replied: "Good 
morning! I think my reputation 
p r e c ede s  me ,  S imon ' s  
reputation is far worse.

"I didn't have plans, but I do 
now! You'll have to give me 
some kind of address. “I'd love 
to come and watch it with you 
lot, it'll be great!”

Man City striker wins Premier League player
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HE Nigerian U-20 
national team, the TFlying Eagles, have 

completed their relocation 
from Mendoza to Buenos 
Aires for their upcoming 
crucial group stage match 
against Brazil.

T h e  F l y i n g  E a g l e s '  
successful venture in 
Mendoza saw them clinch 
victories in their opening 
two matches of the FIFA U-
20 World Cup. 

The Estadio Malvinas 
Argentinas in Mendoza 
provided an exhilarating 
backdrop for Nigeria's 
impressive performances.

In their inaugural match, 
the Flying Eagles soared to a 
2-1 triumph over the 
Dominican Republic. 

They continued their 
d o m i n a n c e  i n  t h e i r  
subsequent outing, securing 
a resolute 2-0 win against 
Italy, courtesy of goals 
masterfully crafted by 
Salem Fago and Jude 
Sunday. 

The resounding victories 
e a r n e d  N i g e r i a  a n  
unassailable six points, 
g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h e i r  
advancemen t  t o  t he  
knockout stage of the 
tournament.

Now, the Flying Eagles will 
face five-time winners Brazil 
i n  t he i r  f i na l  g roup  
encounter. The highly 
anticipated match will take 
place at the renowned 
Es tad i o  Un i co  D i ego  
Maradona in La Plata.

After a shock 3-2 loss to 
the Italians in their opening 
group game, Brazil sent a 
message to the Flying 
Eagles that they are back in 
business by demolishing 
Dominican Republic 6-0 to 
boost their chances of 
qualifying to the knockout 
stage.

Six different players 
netted for the South 
American powerhouse, 
namely Savio, Marcos 
Leonardo, Jean Pedroso, 
Giovane , Marlon Gomes 
and Matheus Martins .

A disciplined and well-
organized Nigeria side 
mainta ined their  one 
hundred percent start to the 
tournament with a 2-0 
victory over Italy. 

If Brazil beat Nigeria today 
and Italy register a win 
against Dominican Republic, 
three teams would finish on 
s i x  po i n t s  and  goa l  
difference would be used as 
the tiebreaker.

“The World Cup is very 
difficult and our group is 
very balanced. Nigeria 
already has six points. It 
was worth a lot for the 
difference,” Brazil U20 head 
coach Ramon Menezes was 
quoted as saying by Globo.

“Now it's time to recover 
these players, and it shows 
the difficulties of this 
decisive game, and football 
doesn't even have time to 
celebrate.

“We already have a trip, 
we have to train to play a 

R A Z I L  w i l l  p l a y  Bfriendlies against two 
African nations as part of an 
anti-racism campaign in 
support of their Real Madrid 
forward Vinicius Junior, who 
has been racially abused in 
Spanish League games this 
season,  the Braz i l ian 
Football Confederation 
(CBF) said on Friday.

The f ive- t ime wor ld  
champions will face Guinea 
in Barcelona on June 17 and 
Senegal in Lisbon three days 
later. 

The CBF has also launched 
a national campaign against 
racism in Brazilian league 
matches start ing this 
weekend following the racist 
insults 22-year-old Vinicius 
suffered in a LaLiga match at 
Valencia on Sunday, the 
10th such episode against 
the player that LaLiga has 
reported to prosecutors this 
season.

With the slogan "There is 
no game with racism," the 
CBF aims to extend the fight 
started in 2022 under its 

great game on Saturday.”
Group D table-toppers 

N i g e r i a  h ave  a  g oa l  
difference of +3, Brazil +5, 
Italy -1 and Dominican 
Republic -7.

If Nigeria avoids defeat 
against the Brazilians, they 

will clinch the coveted top 
spot in Group D.

The Flying Eagles are 
eagerly looking forward to 
the challenge and are 
determined to continue their 
scintillating run in the U-20 
World Cup.

new president Ednaldo 
Rodrigues, who pushed for 
changes in legislation that 
saw the football authorities 
and Brazilian justice system 
a p p l y  m o r e  s e v e r e  
punishments against racism 
in stadiums.

"We want Brazil to lead the 
f i gh t  aga ins t  rac i sm 
worldwide," Rodrigues told 
Reuters in a interview in 
March. 

The CBF worked closely 
with Vinicius on the details 
sur round ing the  two 
friendlies as it wanted to be 
sure the player was 
comfortable with the 
matches being held in Iberia 
and the Real Madrid winger 
supported the idea, sources 
said.

With the CBF still looking 
for a new national team 
manager, Brazil will again be 
coached by caretaker Ramon 
Menezes, who will leave the 
Under-20s for a day during 
the World Cup that is 
currently being played in 
Argentina to announce on 
Sunday in Rio de Janeiro the 
squad for the Barcelona and 
Lisbon friendlies.

Rodrigues told Reuters in 
March that Real Madrid 
manager Carlo Ancelotti 
would be an obvious choice 
for the vacant Brazil post if 
he was available at the end 
of the European season.

However, last week the 
Italian said he would honour 
the last year of his contract 
at the Bernabeu. 

World Cup: Flying Eagles 
set for showdown with Brazil 

Brazil to play two African nations 
in anti-racism campaign

Koepka claimed major glory in Oak Hill
professional, right? I work. I 
have fun. I have a couple 
boys that I love to play golf 
with. I have a great wife. I 
have great friends. I live the 
normal life.

"I love being at home. I 
love sitting in my backyard. 
My best friend in the world is 
my dog. I can't wait to see 
him.

"But, yeah, it's been a 
surreal experience and I had 
this weird kind of sensation 
that life is going to be not 
quite the same moving 
forward, but only in a good 
way, which is cool.

"I want to get more phone 
calls. I want to get more 
exemptions. I want people 
to start calling me and 
saying, 'we want you in our 
event because it makes it 
better'. That's great to me."

Charles Schwab Challenge 
2 0 2 3 :  B e t t i n g  w i t h  
talkSPORT BET

Scottie Scheffler - 10/3
Harry Hall - 10/3
Harris English - 9/2
Emiliano Grillo - 8/1
Byeong Hun An - 14/1
Justin Rose - 16/1
Robby Shelton - 22/1
Adam Schenk - 22/1
Max Homa - 30/1

HE Charles Schwab TChallenge is taking place 
on the PGA Tour this week 
and PGA Championship hero 
Michael Block will be part of 
the action.

As the brilliant Brooks 
Koepka claimed major glory 
in Oak Hill last Sunday, many 
people were also cheering on 
club professional Block.

The 46-year-old was 
superb throughout the week, 
claiming a 15th placed finish 
and an invite to the Charles 
Schwab  among  o the r  
accolades.

He'll join another stellar 
field including defending 
champion Sam Burns and 
world number one Scottie 
Scheffler in Texas.

Burns beat his good friend 
Scheffler in a playoff last year 
to clinch the title and there 
will be plenty of top names 
eyeing glory this week.

The tournament is being 
held from Thursday, May 25 
to Sunday, May 28. 

It will take place at Colonial 
Country Club in Fort Worth, 
Texas. The course is a par 70 
and measures 7,209 yards in 
length.

Play in the opening two 
rounds will begin at 1pm UK 
t ime wh i le  p lay  gets  
underway at 2pm UK time 
over the weekend. 

talkSPORT 2 will have live 
commentary of all the action 
on  e a ch  day  o f  t h e  
tournament.

The Charles Schwab is one 
of only five invitational 
events on the PGA Tour 
alongside the Genesis, the 
Arnold Palmer, the RBC 
Heritage, and Memorial.

It has a smaller field than 
normal tournaments and can 
offer places to players such 
as PGA Championship hero 
Block.

Scheffler headlines the field 
while Viktor Hovland, Max 
Homa, Jordan Spieth and 
Tony Finau are the other top-
ranked players.

Justin Rose, Zach Johnson, 
Chris Kirk, Kevin Kisner and 
Rory Sabbatini are among 
the former winners of the 

tournament who are back to 
try and claim the trophy 
again.

There were a total of 120 
players involved, but that 
has been cut to 72 for round 
three.

Club pro Block has a 
sneaking suspicion his life 
has changed forever thanks 
t o  h i s  s e n s a t i o n a l  
performance at the PGA 
Championship.

" T h i s  w e e k ' s  b e e n  
absolutely a dream," Block 
said. "I didn't know it was 
going to happen, but I knew 
if I just played my darned 
game that I could do this.

"It just happened to be that 
I was in the 2023 PGA 
Championship at Oak Hill, 
and I had Rory McIlroy in my 
group.

"I wasn't coming down the 
stretch to win, but at the 
same time, Sunday at a 
major with the crowd here at 
Rochester was unreal.

"My life's changed, but my 
life's only changed for the 
better. I've got my family. 
I've got my friends. I've got 
the people that really love 
me and care about me here. 
It's an epic experience.

" I ' m  j u s t  a  c l u b  

Soccer Football - LaLiga - Valencia v Real Madrid - Mestalla, 
Valencia, Spain - May 21, 2023 Real Madrid's Vinicius Junior 
gestures towards a fan after witnessing abuse as Valencia's 
Jose Gaya and Cenk Ozkacar attempt to restrain him 

Archer out of the Ashes 
as England squad

 recurrence of a stress Afracture to his elbow 
means he will miss this 
summer's Ashes with the 
news confirmed as part of the 
E n g l a n d  Te s t  s q u a d  
announcement for the 
Ireland Test man in June.

He will now spend time with 
the England and Sussex 
medical teams, who will work 
on his injury management.

J o n ny  B a i r s t o w  h a s  
returned to the England Test 
squad after recovering from a 
fractured leg and dislocated 
ankle.

Bairstow suffered a freak 
injury while playing golf that 
has ruled him out for a 
number of months.

He replaces wicketkeeper 
Ben Foakes, who was omitted 
from the 15-man squad all 
together.

Warwickshire seamer Chris 
Woakes returns for the first 
time since March 2022, and if 
selected, this will be his first 
Test appearance on home soil 
since August 2020. 

After taking a break from 
the tour of New Zealand, 
Durham fast bowler Mark 
Wood is back in the squad.

Ollie Pope has also been 
made vice-captain for the 
match at Lord's starting on 
June 1.

Commen t i n g  on  t h e  
s e l e c t e d  s q u a d ,  E C B  
Managing Director for  
England Men's Cricket, Rob 
Key, said: "We are looking 
forward to the summer ahead 
and getting into the swing of 
things, starting with a good 

test against Ireland. 
“It was a seriously tough 

decision to leave Ben Foakes 
out of the squad. He has been 
excellent for England in the 
last year, but Jonny Bairstow is 
one of the best players in the 
world whose performances 
last summer epitomised what 
we are about.

“It has been a frustrating 
and upsetting period for Jofra 
Archer. He was making good 
progress until a recurrence of 
the elbow injury, which kept 
him out for an extended period 
previously.

"We wish him the best of luck 
with his recovery. I'm sure we 
will see Jofra back to his best 
and winning games for 
England, whatever the 
format. Hopefully, sooner 
rather than later.

"I would like to wish the 
players every success,  
especially those returning 
after some time away."

Full squad to face Ireland
Ben Stokes (Durham) 

Captain
J a m e s  A n d e r s o n  

(Lancashire)
J o n a t h a n  B a i r s t o w  

(Yorkshire)
S t u a r t  B r o a d  

(Nottinghamshire)
Harry Brook (Yorkshire)
Zak Crawley (Kent)
B e n  D u c k e t t  

(Nottinghamshire)
Dan Lawrence (Essex)
Jack Leach (Somerset)
Ollie Pope (Surrey)
Matthew Potts (Durham)
Ollie Robinson (Sussex)
Joe Root (Yorkshire)

Block
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OWEVER, the rematch has 
b e e n  t h r o w n  i n t o  Hcontroversy after rumours 

emerged that Lara was struggling to 
make weight. Then after a high 
weight check, the British Boxing 
Board of Control told the 25-year-old 
it wouldn't be safe for him to try and 
make the 126lbs limit.

As a result, the Mexican came in at 
129.8lbs, 3.9lbs heavier than Wood 
and the WBA have removed his belt.

Wood i s  now at  a  huge 
disadvantage but can still reclaim 
the title if he wins, so the bout is 
going ahead after Lara agreed to a 
second weigh-in to prove he hadn't 
massively rehydrated.

Lara beat Wood by knockout in the 
seventh round of their first clash in 
February, hitting his opponent with a 
devastating left hook that ended the 
battle.

The Brit was ahead on the 
scorecards at the time and looked to 
be heading for the win in his 
hometown before being knocked 
down and his trainer, Ben Davison, 
throwing in the towel.

As such, they ruled that he would 
not be able to come in any lighter 
than 128.5lbs.

In normal circumstances, a fighter 
coming in overweight would be 
stripped of his world title, leaving it 
vacant unless he is beaten in the 
fight by the challenger who would 
then take it.

However it was initially unclear if 
L a ra  wou l d  l o se  h i s  WBA  
featherweight belt by default as he 
argued that he was not allowed the 
opportunity to make the 126lbs 
limit.

He ultimately came in at 129.8lbs 
on Friday and the WBA then ruled 
that he should be stripped.

The WBA's statement read: 
"Mauricio Lara lost the World Boxing 
Association (WBA) featherweight 
belt after not being able to make 

weight today. However, Leigh Wood 
will be able to opt for the title."

Meanwhile, Wood has made the 
championship limit and came in at 
125.9lbs - clearly putting him at a 
disadvantage, but meaning that he 
can still win the world title if he wins 
the fight.

There is jeopardy that the fight 
may not take place as Wood's 
trainer Ben Davison has indicated he 
may pull his man out.

Promoter Eddie Hearn explained: 
"Over the last couple of days 
obviously with both fighters making 
championship weight, at the BBBofC 
check weight on fight week they 
weren't happy with Lara's weight at 
the time.

"They eventually made the 
decision that Lara cannot weight 
less than 128.5lbs on the scales.

"They were happy with Wood's 
weight and he is allowed to make 
championship weight, he can win 
the world title on Saturday night.

"As we know normally if a 
championship fighter doesn't make 
championship weight they will lose 
the belt on the scales and the belt 
will become vacant."

Wood's trainer Davison reacted: 
"Realistically this shouldn't be 
happening, should it?

"It's a disgrace to be honest. It's 
an absolute shamebles

" L e i g h  w a s  a l r e a d y  o n  
championship weight by the time we 
know what weight he [Lara] is 
looking to come in at...

"We're gonna have to have a look 
at the situation and go from there.

"I can't sit here and say we 100 
per cent rule out the fight not taking 
place tomorrow. I can't say that.

"It's a discussion I've gotta have 
with Leigh."

We've got a lot of action this 
weekend in boxing, with Mauricio 
Lara and Leigh Wood meeting in 
Saturday's headline fight.

So who wins? We've got our picks 
in for seven fights in total!

Mauricio Lara vs Leigh Wood 2
Scott Christ (47-22)
I picked Leigh Wood in February. I 

think it was about as good as he can 
fight. But Ben Davison and Wood 
real ly wanted this rematch 
immediately, because Wood thinks 
he can beat this guy. And I do, too, 
up to the point where Wood has to 
avoid Lara's fight-changing power 
for an entire 12 rounds.

I just don't think Wood has the 
ability to do that. For six, for eight? 
Yeah. For 10? Maybe. For 12? I don't 
see it. But it can happen. All Wood 
has to do to win is box impeccably 
for 36 minutes and get Lara so tired 
he can't really land much of anything 
in the double digit rounds. Maybe 
even go super ugly with it, grab-
and-hold through the final danger 
rounds if you're confident a lead is 
built.

That's all he has to do! But I think 
Lara's going to come harder, sooner 
than before, and will look to test that 
confidence Wood has in himself. 
Lara TKO-5

Back in February, I predicted Lara 
to win in the 9th round. Leigh Wood 
was working his plan and navigating 
Lara's power very well for half the 
fight, then he suddenly wasn't, then 
he was done.

I can't really think of a reason to 
reverse my pick based on what we 
already saw. Wood probably can't 
afford a defensive lapse at any point 
for 12 full rounds. Lara just needs 
one good combination to completely 
redefine the fight. Wood could go for 
a finish of his own, but mixing it up 
that way just feeds into Lara's 
advantages. I'm still keen to see it, 
again, but I think we get a similar 
result, again. Lara TKO-9

Patrick Stumberg (53-16)
There's no question that Leigh 

Wood was in total control of the first 
fight before disaster struck. He had 
Lara hurt, frustrated, and bizarrely 
timid, and it's easy to argue that 
he's only a handful of adjustments 
away from executing that gameplan 
correctly this time around.

The issue there is twofold. For one, 
Wood's style demands a ton of 
confidence; he's not a great 
defensive fighter, meaning his 
power and chutzpah have to limit his 
opponents' output to keep him safe. 
With that booming left hook so near 
in his rearview mirror, it's an open 

question whether he can still push 
forward with the sort of relentlessness 
needed to defuse Lara. For two, it's 
hard to get over the fact that the most 
limited and least-effective Lara we've 
seen to date still managed to knock 
Wood into next week.

I see this one ending quicker than the 
last. Lara knows he can take Wood's 
best shot and that the opposite isn't 
true; expect a higher output from 
“Bronco” that leads to a stoppage 
inside the first half. Lara KO-5

Luis Alberto Lopez vs Michael Conlan
Scott Christ (46-22)
Think this is going to be an ugly fight, 

but oddly entertaining in its way. What 
I honestly expect is a fight that I score 
close for Lopez where Conlan limps to 
the finish line after building a solid lead 
in the first half, and then Conlan gets 
disputed scores. Conlan MD-12

Wil Esco (53-15)
Here's the thing, this fight really has 

the potential to be a fun one that could 
go both ways. Luis Alberto Lopez is 
really all-action, and has a bit of a wild 
style that sort of reminds me of Julio 
Cesar Martinez in terms of the 
mentality and approach. The problem 
is he fights with his hands down even 
more than Martinez and he isn't the 
slickster he thinks he is in the ring. 
Against someone with a deep amatuer 
background such as Conlan, I think 
Conlan is going to take advantage of 
the deficiencies with his better 
technical ability.

The real question for me will be 
whether or not Conlan can put a dent in 
Lopez, because if Lopez can 
consistently walk through his punches, 
he's going to be in trouble. I suspect 
Conlan will have enough to maintain 
sufficient respect even if he can't force 
the stoppage. And even though Conlan 
has shown some vulnerabilities 
himself, I think he guts this one out. 
Conlan UD-12

John Hansen (49-19)
I was originally on live coverage for 

this fight, and Scott apologized when 
he gave me the assignment. That's not 
to say it's a bad fight, but it does look 
like a pretty lousy show in terms of the 
home viewing experience.

Conlan has a history of losing steam, 
f o cu s ,  mo t i va t i on ,  o r  s ome  
combination thereof. Lopez is an 
oddball style guy that's tough to 
prepare for, and he's handled fighters 
with a profile similar to Conlan already. 
I can't really see Conlan knocking him 
out, but I can easily see Conlan 

struggling with Lopez early, fading 
in the back half, and losing a 
medium to wide decision. Even with 
a friendly home crowd and 
potentially friendly home judging, I 
think Lopez takes the cards. Lopez 
UD-12

Patrick Stumberg (53-15)
Lopez is one of my favorite breeds 

of fighter: the kind that makes you 
go “how the hell is this working?” 
There's something extremely 
endearing about the way he 
bludgeons people with his chin held 
high, just waiting for an overhand 
right to launch it 300 yards down 
the fairway. I genuinely worry for 
his health is he runs into a top-tier 
puncher like Mauricio Lara, but I like 
his chances here. As good a 
craftsman as Conlan is, aggressive 
opponents have been a bugbear for 
him, from Ionut Baluta to Leigh 
Wood. If Lopez keeps his foot on the 
gas, and there's no reason to think 
he won't, I'm not convinced Conlan 
can play keep-away long enough to 
reach the friendly judges.

Conlan does admittedly hit harder 
than his finishing record would 
suggest and Lopez has a Joycian 
disinclination to protect his brain, 
but I like “Venado” to drag Conlan 
into a firefight that “Mick” can't win. 
Lopez slowly takes control as 
Conlan's legs slow down, ultimately 
clubbing him into submission down 
the stretch. Lopez TKO-9

Quick Picks!
Lawrence Okolie vs Chris Billam-

Smith
· Scott: Okolie UD-12
· Wil: Okolie UD-12
· John: Okolie UD-12
· Patrick: Okolie UD-12
Alexis Rocha vs Anthony Young
· Scott: Rocha TKO-8
· Wil: Rocha TKO-8
· John: Rocha KO-5
· Patrick: Rocha TKO-7
Melvin Jerusalem vs Oscar 

Collazo
· Scott: Jerusalem UD-12
· Wil: Collazo UD-12
· John: Jerusalem UD-12
· Patrick: Collazo TKO-8
Jack Catterall vs Darragh Foley
· Scott: Catterall TKO-8
· Wil: Catterall UD-10
· John: Catterall UD-10
· Patrick: Catterall UD-10
Terri Harper vs Ivana Habazin
· Scott: Harper SD-10
· Wil: Harper UD-10

Mauricio Lara and Leigh Wood do it again on Saturday in 
Manchester, plus MUCH more this weekend! Mauricio Lara 
and Leigh Wood will go head-to-head once again this evening 
just a few months after the Mexican claimed the WBA 
featherweight title. 

Who wins Lara,Wood 2?, Lopez-Conlan, more prediction



t's one of the world's most 
watched soccer leagues, Ifeaturing some of the planet's 

greatest players. Except, this 
week, nobody is talking about the 
'beautiful game' after the shameful 
racist abuse of Real Madrid star 
Vinícius Jr. sent LaLiga into crisis 
management mode.

It was only after the 10th 
reported incident of racist abuse 
aimed at Vinícius during a La Liga 
match since 2021, this time in 
Valencia on Sunday, that Spanish 
football and the country's legal 
system finally clicked into gear.

Seven arrests were made by 
police on Tuesday alone, Spain's 
football federation (RFEF) launched 
a new anti-racism campaign and 
ordered the partial closure of 
Valencia's stadium and LaLiga 
formally called to be given 
sanctioning powers to better fight 
racism.

LaLiga told CNN it does not have 
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  i m p o s e  
punishments on clubs or fans. 
Instead, it must pass investigations 
into incidents of racist abuse onto 
local prosecutors, who deal with 

them as legal cases.
But what caused this sudden 

flurry of activity after incident No. 
10 when nine previous incidents of 
racist abuse seemingly were not 
enough to spark meaningful action?

The answer, according to one 
former marketing chief, is money 
and reputation. 

For the first time, Vinícius – one of 
the world's most talented and 
recognizable players – insinuated 
that his future may not lie in the 
Iberian nation, while Spanish media 
was abuzz with suggestions that 
these incidents would hinder Spain's 
joint 2030 World Cup bid – with 
Portugal, Morocco and Ukraine – an 
event that could be worth billions of 
dollars to the country.

Ricardo Fort, the former Head of 
Global Sponsorships at Visa and 
Coca-Cola, said brands that have 
sponsorship agreements with 
LaLiga may even start reconsidering 
these deals.

“The sponsors, if they are doing 
their job, have their PR teams 
monitoring how much they are 
involved in the conversation or how 
often their brands are being 

mentioned on social media and in 
the press,” Fort told CNN Sport.

“They probably have a statement 
ready to go if they feel they have to 
do it, but they are most likely 
holding that back to use only if it's 
very, very necessary. All of them are 
trying to stay away from engaging 
the conversation, not to be 
associated with the problem.

“Behind the scenes, they are also 
calling the people they have to 
manage their relationships at 
LaLiga, to ask them to provide 
updates and to figure out what is 
their plan. Some of the CEOs may be 
questioning their marketing teams, 
whether or not this is something 
that is sustainable or if they should 
continue to be associated with 
LaLiga.”

'Why are we associated with this?'
Fort likens the current situation in 

Spain with the fallout of the FIFA 
corruption scandal in 2015.

Swiss police at the time made 
several arrests during a raid of a 
hotel where FIFA executives were 
staying, with numerous high-
ranking officials indicted on charges 
of money laundering, fraud and 
racketeering in arguably the biggest 
scandal to ever hit global soccer.

The investigation eventually led to 
a number of powerful former soccer 
chiefs pleading guilty and receiving 
prison sentences.

At the time, Fort was working for 
Visa – one of FIFA's main sponsors – 
and says there is “a lot of pressure” 
f rom numerous par t ies  on 
organizations like FIFA and LaLiga in 
crisis management situations like 
these. 

“You have the press calling to ask 
for a statement, you have investor 
relations, so big holders of stocks of 
al l  these companies asking 
questions,” Fort says.

“You have board members that 
are calling the CEO to ask what the 
company is going to do, you have – 
depending on the case – employees 
saying: 'Why are we associated with 
this?'”

At a meeting with its sponsors in 
Zurich, Fort says FIFA laid out its 
plan to form an independent ethics 
committee. However, when the 
CEOs of FIFA's sponsors were not 
appeased by the plan, they phoned 
then president Sepp Blatter to 
demand changes in management.

“I know that the CEO of Coca-Cola at 
that time, Muhtar Kent, called Sepp 
Blatter and said: 'Sepp, it's time to 
leave,'” Fort recalls. “So this is the kind 
of thing that if the solution is not on the 
horizon, some CEOs may do this.

“There is a loss of confidence in the 
ability of LaLiga to manage the crisis and 
find solutions,” Fort adds. “Now, if I was 
a sponsor, I would demand changes in 
management and that starts with the 
president.”

Earlier this week, the head of the 
RFEF, Luis Rubiales, criticized LaLiga 
president Javier Tebas, who got involved 
in a back-and-forth with Vinícius on 
Twitter after Sunday's match.

“Directors are not here to get involved 
in engagements on social media, we're 
here to try and solve problems – and this 
footballer was attacked very seriously,” 
Rubiales said.

“I think Javier Tebas is not prepared, 
equipped or interested in solving the 
problem,” adds Fort.

While removing the president from an 
organization is “not very effective in 
driving the solution” to the situation, 
Fort explains, it at least shows sponsors 
that the organization is “willing” to make 
big changes.

“That's important,” he says.
LaLiga was not immediately available 

for comment when contacted by CNN, 
but Tebas issued an apology on 
Wednesday, saying he “didn't mean to 
attack Vinícius.”

“But if people in Brazil understood it 
that way I have to apologize,” he told 
ESPN Brasil. “That wasn't my intention. I 
expressed myself badly, at a bad time … 
but I did not intend to attack Vinicius.”

Diplomatic incident 
The fallout from the incident at 

Valencia's Mestalla stadium on Sunday 
even took a diplomatic turn when 
Brazil's president, Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva, and other government officials 
became involved.

The Brazilian minister of racial 
equality, Anielle Franco, said on Monday 
that she had already called the Spanish 
Public Prosecutor's Office and Spain's 
deputy prime minister to investigate, 
while Brazil's justice minister, Flávio 
Dino, tweeted about the possibility of 
“extraterritoriality” – applying Brazil's 
laws in Spain – if Spanish authorities fail 
to protect Vinícius.

The incident even drew comments 
from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker 
Türk, who said the incident at the 

Mestalla Stadium “is a stark 
reminder of the prevalence of 
racism in sport.”

“I call on those who organize 
sporting events to have strategies in 
place to prevent and counter 
racism,” he added.

A spokesman for the US State 
Department also condemned the 
racists chants made against 
Vinícius, labeling them “horrific.”

Fort estimates that many of the 
sponsorship deals LaLiga has could 
run between $5 million and $10 
million per season; a “sizable” 
amount, he says, but certainly not a 
“meaningful” financial impact given 
LaLiga's revenues.

According to Reuters, LaLiga 
expects the total value of its 
business to increase from $26 billion 
to nearly $38 billion in seven to 10 
years.

What can “really damage” LaLiga, 
however, is the continuing impact on 
its reputation, which would be made 
worse by sponsors canceling their 
deals with the league, according to 
Fort.

“If a recognized brand drops out 
because they don't trust LaLiga's 
commitment to combat racism, I 
think that's going to have 
repercussions for them the next 
time they're signing contracts for 
broadcasting or sponsors,” Fort 
says. 

It can also provide a boost to 
competitors, too, with other 
European leagues using LaLiga's 
mess to their advantage.

On Tuesday, the CEO of Italy's 
Serie A, Luigi De Siervo, said the 
league will will take a “zero 
tolerance” approach to racist fans, 
according to Reuters.

“If you are Serie A or Ligue 1 or the 
Bundesliga, you are going to talk 
about racism in every sale speech 
that you're going to do in the next 
few years,” Fort says.

“You're going to tell your 
prospects that, unlike other 
countries, you don't have a problem 
of racism. I think this is going to hurt 
LaLiga commercially.

“We don't know the extent, but I 
think it's going to happen over time 
– and they may not lose money. 
They know that they may not have 
lower revenues, but they will grow 
slower than they could have grown 
otherwise.” 
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SP RTS
May 28, 2023

HE English Premier 
League, EPL, enters Tits final day (38th 

match day) this weekend 
with the expectation of 
more drama.

The final Premier League 
matches will take place on 
Sunday evening across 
England, and the matches 
w i l l  b e  p l a y e d  
simultaneously.

Manchester City are 
a l r e a d y  c r o w n e d  
champions of England, 
while the likes of Arsenal, 
Manchester United and 
Newcastle United all 
booked their place in next 
season 's  Champions  
League after securing a 
top-four spot. 

Liverpool and Brighton 
booked their place in the 
Europa League after 
confirming their position 
a s  5 t h  a n d  6 t h ,  
respectively.

Sou thampton  have  
already been relegated 
from the league as they 
finish in 20th position.

But there are still a lot of 
talking points as the 
2022/23 Premier League 
season ends on Sunday.

1. Battle for Europa 
C o n f e r e n c e  L e a g u e  
qualifiers:

Who between Aston 
Villa, Tottenham Hotspur 
and Brentford will take the 
ticket for the Europa 
Conference League?

Aston Villa have 58 
points, Tottenham have 57 
points and Brentford have 
56 po in ts  a f ter  37 
matches.

Aston Villa will face 
Brighton, Tottenham will 

tackle Leeds United and 
B ren t f o r d  w i l l  f a c e  
Champions Manchester 
City.

Among the three teams, 
Aston Villa stands a better 
chance of collecting the 
E u r o p a  C o n f e r e n c e  
League ticket should they 
win their game against 
Brighton.

Tottenham must win 
their game against Leeds 
and be hoping Aston Villa 
loses against Brighton to 
q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  
competition.

Brentford, on the other 
hand, will have to win their 
game against City and 

hope both Aston Villa and 
Tottenham lose their 
matches.

2. Relegation survival 
battle:

W h o  w i l l  s u r v i v e  
r e l e g a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
Everton, Leicester City and 
Leeds United?

Everton currently sits in 
the 17th position with two 
points above the relegation 
zone.

The Toffees have 33 
points, while Leicester City 
are in 19th position with 31 
points and Leeds United 
occupy the 19th position 
with 31 points after 37 
games. Two out of the three 

teams will have to join 
Southampton to relegate 
to the Championship.

However, Everton need 
to beat Bournemouth on 
Sunday at Goodison Park 
to survive relegation.

Leicester City and Leeds 
United also need three 
points when they face 
West Ham United and 
Tottenham, respectively, 
to stand any chances of 
avoiding relegation but 
will hope Everton loses 
against Bournemouth.

3. Will Manchester 
City's dominance continue 
next season under Pep 

Guardiola?
Who can cha l lenge 

Manchester City for the 
Premier League title next 
season?

Pep Guardiola's side have 
already lifted the Premier 
League title for this season 
last week.

They won the title race 
against Arsenal. Their only 
strong challenger this 
season was Arsenal.

However, will the likes of 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d ,  
Newcastle, Liverpool and 
Chelsea beat Man City to 
the title next season?

Only time will tell, as 
Guardiola's men have won 

the English top-flight 
league five times in the 
last six years.

4. C a n  E r l i n g  
Haaland add to his goals 
tally?

Haaland is currently the 
top scorer in the Premier 
League this season, with 
36 goals from 33 Premier 
League matches.

The Norwegian currently 
holds the title for the top 
scorer in a season in the 
history of the Premier 
League.

However, will Haaland 
extend his goal tally when 
Man City face Brentford in 
an away tie on Sunday? 
Man City fans will be eager 
to see their talismanic 
striker score at least two 
more goals to wrap up the 
season.

5. Frank Lampard's 
managerial career under 
scrutiny as big work 
a w a i t s  M a u r i c i o  
Pochettino at Chelsea:

Wil l  Lampard ever 
manage another Premier 
League club in the future? 
Lampard ' s  t ime  as  
Che lsea 's  care taker  
manager was a disaster. 
The Englishman has won 
1 out of his ten matches in 
charge of the team. 
Lampard will lead Chelsea 
to face Newcastle United 
on Sunday in what would 
be his last game in charge 
of the team as Pochettino 
will take over as the new 
permanent manager at 
the end of the season.

It is yet to be seen if 
Lampard will get another 
managerial job in the 
Premier League after his 
awful time as Chelsea's 
interim coach. 

EP Guardiola joked the PM a n c h e s t e r  C i t y  
players and staff 'drank all 
the alcohol in Manchester' 
during their raucous title 
celebrations.

City handed the Premier 
League t rophy af ter  
beating Chelsea 1-0 at the 
Etihad and it was merely a 
warm-up for a night or two 

on the tiles.
Guardiola praised his 

players for being able to 
shake off their hangovers 
to prepare to face Brighton 
on Wednesday, a game 
they drew 1-1.

Asked how he celebrated 
the title win, Guardiola 
said: “At 10.30pm, I was in 
bed with my wife.

"I was exhausted. I 
watched Match of the Day 
and then I slept like a baby. 
But I know the players did 
what they have to do.

"When you win the 
Premier League you have to 
celebrate. They did it with 
the families, they enjoy a 
lot.

“The next morning, it was 
just sauna time. And the 
day after – yesterday – we 
talked a little bit in the 
afternoon: 'Guys you have 
to be ready, energy, for 
Brighton.' And they did it.

“I was a little bit worried 
about how much we drop 
[from] what we had done 
over the last four, five, six 
months … 40 hours ago we 
drank all the alcohol in 
Manchester.

"But the team was there 
and that's why I am very 
pleased. Because I don't 
want the team to drop 
before the FA Cup and 

Champions League finals.
"We showed why we are 

the best team in England. 
I'm very pleased with the 
way we still are as a team 
after being champion.”

Of course City's season is 
far from over, with the final 
game of the Premier 
League season to take 
place this weekend against 
Brentford.

T h e y ' l l  t h e n  f a c e  
Manchester United in the 
FA Cup final on June 3, 
before taking on Inter 
Milan in the Champions 
League final a week later in 
the hope of securing a 
precious treble.

Fans have poked fun at 
Pep Guardiola for saying he 
watched  Manches te r  
United win the treble at the 
Camp Nou 'as a little boy'.

And it's easy to see why 
the mis-step was picked up 
on, as the Manchester City 
manager was 28 years old 
when the match took 

place.
Guardiola was in fact in 

his final years at Barcelona 
when United completed 
their famous comeback 
win over Bayern Munich to 
sea l  t he  on l y  eve r  
European treble by an 
English team.

His City side are looking 
to repeat that feat with the 
Premier League tit le 
already secured and finals 
in  the FA Cup and 
Champions League still to 
come.

And when asked about 
how difficult it will be to 
take down United and Inter 
Milan in the next two finals, 
Guardiola got his timelines 
mixed up.

“I start to think about the 
treble and if we are able to 
go to Istanbul with the two 
titles in the pocket, now I 
can consider that OK, we 
won one title we could do 
it,” Guardiola began.

5 talking points as Premier League ends today

Guardiola jokes Man City stars

Man City have already won one trophy out of a possible treble

Guardiola
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