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Accolades 
as Lalong 
clocks 60

Nigerians are currently living in constant fear of the unknown sequel to renewed senseless attacks callously 

unleashed on innocent rural communities.  This reemerging unfortunate development has sent shivers down the 

spines of many of such victims and most rural populace in these affected communities of the state. As it is, many 

vulnerable citizens are gradually losing hope that the government which is saddled  with the responsibility of 

protecting their lives and property are not living up to their expectations.  EZEKIEL DONTINNA writes.
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E d i t o r i a l

thSINCE April 15 , 2023, Sudan has been embroiled in 
a needless turmoil. This is as a result of how the 
conspicuous mêlée for the soul of the country has 
stood between the two protuberant security 
chiefs, the Army Chief, General Abdul Fatah 
Burhan and the Commander of the Rapid Support 
Forces, (RSF), Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo.

RECALL that the two generals ousted the Omar Al-
Bashir's government in 2019 but had struggled to 
find common grounds to govern without anything 
concrete to show for it. 

THINGS ultimately turned-out shoddier after the 
government indicated interest to integrate 
members of the Rapid Support Group into the 
nation's security body. While the Army Chief, 
General Burhan saw it as a measure to gain 
supremacy, the commander of the Rapid Support 
Force, General Dagalo on the other hand saw it as 
a ploy to overwhelm his security outfit and render 
it pragmatically subservient.

EXPRESSING his concern, the Secretary General of 
the United Nations, Antonio Guterres told 
reporters in Kenya that the fighting in Sudan 
needs to stop now, before more people die and the 
conflict becomes a regional one. Sad enough, the 
fighting in the country has resulted in the death of 
over 436 civilians and 2,175 others injured.

IT is in the midst of this ill-fated catastrophe that 
many countries like Britain, United States, France, 
Germany, Italy, Russia, Sweden and Egypt 
amongst others have continued to evacuate their 
citizens back home to safety. Just like other 
countries of the world, Nigeria also evacuated its 
citizens after it became apparent that the war is 
yet to abate.

 AS soon as efforts commenced however, some 
Nigerians started accusing officials of the nation's 
embassy of discrimination against the South East 
ethnic group.  In a viral video, a group of Igbo 
ethnic stock allegedly claimed that the Nigerian 
authorities evacuated stranded Nigerians in the 
war torn Sudan by state of origin and eventually 
left the Igbos behind.

THEIR Spokesman in the viral video who spoke in 
Igbo further claimed that they were asked to come 
down from the buses that conveyed other ethnic 
groups, an allegation subsequently debunked by 
authorities back home. First and foremost, 
however, we wish to condemn in totality the 
unnecessary fighting in Sudan which has claimed 
several lives since it started weeks back. More so, 
it has become glaring that the fighting in Sudan is 
necessitated by selfish reasons and fallacious 
misadventure to the detriment of its citizenry.

HOWEVER, Nigeria's government must be 
commended for always evacuating its citizens 
whenever the need arises around the countries of 
the world. These gestures have in most recent 
times indicated the value the present President 
Mohammad Buhari's administration places on the 
lives of its citizens in diaspora. 

THOUGH this is the first time the issue of 
discrimination during such evacuations is 
springing up, these allegations call for thorough 
investigations by authority concerned. It should 
also be noted that anything short of this will lead 
to the polarization of this nation along ethnic lines 
which would be very detrimental to our corporate 
existence as an indivisible country. Beyond this, 
Nigerians must be cautioned against uttering 
unguarded statements without providing basic 
facts as this would not auger well for our collective 
interest as a nation.
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United Kingdom for being 

what the judge described as, 

the “driving force” in a plot to 

harvest a kidney for his sick 

daughter from a young 

N i g e r i a n  b o y  h e  h a d  

Page  2

trafficked to London in 

March, 2022.
Ekweremadu, together with 

his wife, Beatrice, aged 56, and 

Dr Obinna Obeta, aged 51, were 

found guilty by an Old Bailey 

jury in March. It was the first 

organ trafficking conviction 

under the Modern Slavery Act of 

the United Kingdom.
The court found them guilty of 

conspiring to bring a 21-year-

old Lagos street trader to 

London's Royal Free Hospital, 

Renal Department, as a 

potential kidney donor for 

Ekweremadu's daughter Sonia, 

who had been battling kidney 

problems.
Justice Jeremy Johnson, while 

sentencing the three Nigerians, 

said they all played a part in a 

“despicable trade”, adding: 

“The harvesting of human 

organs is a form of slavery. It 

treats human beings and their 

bodies as commodities to be 

bought and sold.”
The judge noted that Ike 

Ekweremadu was a member of 

the Nigerian Senate when it 

outlawed organ trafficking.
Referring to the allegation of 

bribing a medical secretary at 

the Royal Free, Justice Johnson 

said: “You were involved in the 

corruption of a member of 

hospita l  staf f.”  He said 

Ekweremadu must serve two-

thirds of his sentence in prison 

and the remainder released 

under licence.
Nigeria's Senate and the 

Economic Community of West 

African States (ECOWAS) had 

urged the judge to show 

clemency to Ekweremadu. But 

the court was adamant.
Beatrice Ekweremadu, the 

senator's wife, was sentenced 

to four years and six months, 

with half of the jail term to be 

spent in custody. Dr. Obeta, who 

“helped organise the organ 

harvesting plot after receiving a 

kidney transplant at the Royal 

Free in July 2021 from another 

Nigerian, got a higher jail 

sentence — 10 years — two-

thirds of which must be served 

in prison.
The attempted transplant by 

the Ekweremadus was foiled by 

the hospital in March 2022 after 

it was discovered when the male 

victim, referred to as C in the 

court (because the identity of 

victims of modern slavery is 

protected) reported to the 

police in May, 2022, fearing for 

his life.
In his remarks, the prosecutor, 

Hugh Davies KC, said: “Kidney 

donation for reward is a 

substantial, internationally 

prohibited commercial industry 

that exploits economically 

vulnerable individuals.”
Meanwhile, speaking to the 

B B C ' s  S i m i  J o l o a s o ,  

Ekweremadu's daughter, Sonia, 

said she was in shock when the 

police in the UK came to arrest 

her and her parents: “My 

brother and sisters were at 

home when the doorbell rang. 

We thought it was our parents 

but it was rather the police that 

showed up. My first reaction 

was shock.”

ormer Nigerian Deputy 

Senate President ,  FS e n a t o r  I k e  

Ekweremadu, has been 

sentenced to nine years and 

eight months in prison in the 

Ekweremadu sentenced to 10 
years imprisonment in UK

'Declare national emergency on 
violence against healthcare workers'

the factors responsible for the 
rising cases of violence against 
healthcare workers.

In his recommendations on how 
to stem the tide of violence in the 
health sector, Enabulele called on 
the government at all levels to 
declare it as an emergency and 
adopt a zero-tolerance policy on 
violence in the health sector.

While calling on governments to 
move speedily towards the 
attainment of Universal Health 
Coverage, he charged them to 
address the Social Determinants 
of Health and resolve all existing 
health inequities. He equally 
called on governments to 
improve the funding of the health 
system as wel l  as their  
investments in the well being, 
security, safety and working 
conditions of physicians and 
other health professionals.

He implored governments, law 
enforcement agencies, health 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  h e a l t h  
professional associations like the 
NMA to always ensure that every 
case of violence against a 
healthcare worker is prosecuted 
to its logical conclusion.

He urged the managers of 
health institutions to improve the 
security architecture in their 
health facilities, develop violence 
prevention protocols, enhance 
patient experience and build the 
capac i ty  o f  the i r  hea l th  
personnel, amongst other 
suggested measures.

Declaring the conference open, 
Governor Darius Dickson Ishaku 
thanked the NMA for hosting the 
conference in Taraba State.He 
informed participants of his 
government's efforts to advance 
healthcare delivery in the state. 

While urging physicians and 
other healthcare workers to 
remain faithful to their duties, he 
commended them for their 
contributions to healthcare 
d e l i v e r y  a n d  n a t i o n a l  
development.

In his welcome address, the 
President of NMA, Dr. Uche 
Ojinmah, welcomed participants 
and invited guests to the opening 
ceremony and expressed delight 
at its hosting by the Taraba State 
branch of the association.

H E  W o r l d  M e d i c a l  TA s s o c i a t i o n  ( W M A )  
President, Dr. Osahon Enabulele, 
has called on the Federal 
Government and managers of 
health institutions in Nigeria to 
declare an emergency on the 
rising tide of violence against 
healthcare workers in Nigeria.

The WMA President made the 
call while delivering a Guest 
Lecture at the opening ceremony 
of the 63rd Annual General 
Conference and Delegates 
Meeting of the Nigerian Medical 
Association (NMA) held recently 
at the Catholic Event Centre, 
Jalingo, Taraba State.

In his lecture titled, 'Violence 
Against Healthcare Workers in 
Nigeria: The Way Forward', the 
WMA president decried the rising 
cases of violence against 
healthcare workers in Nigeria, 
which he put at a prevalence of 
10-60 per cent compared to the 
global prevalence of 8-38 per 
cent.

Enabulele expressed great 
wo r r y  t ha t  desp i t e  t he  
tremendous efforts being made 
by physicians and other health 
professionals to deliver health 
care services to the people, they 
were still being violently 
assaulted in their workplaces, 
particularly in the emergency 
care units, primary care clinics, 
wards and psychiatric units of 
hospitals in Nigeria.

While identifying verbal abuse, 
physical assault and kidnapping 
as common forms of violence 
against healthcare workers, he 
affirmed that the perpetrators of 
violence against healthcare 
workers were mostly the 
relatives of patients, patients 
themselves, co-workers and 
kidnappers.

While expressing dismay at the 
absence of a violence prevention 
protocol in most healthcare 
facilities in Nigeria, the WMA 
President identified issues of 
long waiting time, increased 
workload and inadequate supply 
o f  e q u i p m e n t ,  p o o r  
communication and negative 
attitude by some health workers, 
patient's history of violent 
behaviour and dissatisfaction 
with the care given as some of 

Sudan crisis: Nigeria citizens' 
evacuation scuffle

Ekweremadu and wife













 FAITH PEACE AND PRO AND GREITY SSUN

Happy Birthday to

 FAITH PEACE AND PRO AND GREITY SSUN

Happy Birthday to

Ministry of Information & Communication,
Plateau State

Captain of the Rescue Team @ 60Captain of the Rescue Team @ 60

HE Commissioner, Ministry of Information and 

Communication, Hon. Dan Manjang on behalf of Tmanagement and staff of Ministry wish to facilitate with 

His Excellency, Rt. Hon. (Dr.) Simon Bako Lalong, KSGG 

and Chairman, Northern States Governor's Forum as you 
thcelebrates your 60  birthday.

Your Excellency Sir, on this special occasion of your birthday. 

We pray that you will continue to work for the consolidation  of 

the peace process which was very dear to your heart.
Your humility and grace with which you exercise the enormous 

authority of state as Executive Governor are lesson for us all on 

the virtuous concept of servant-leadership.
You deserve our prayers, support and cooperation always, even 

as we look towards the future with justified optimism and 

guaranteed assuredness. We are also united in supplication to 

God for good health and the wisdom of Solomon as you continue 

to serve humanity.
Happy birthday sir.

Signed:
Hon. Dan Manjang

Commissioner.
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N the past eight years,  
Nigerians have suffered Ione form of attack or the 

other and there seems to be no 
respite at all.  Today, it has 

become quite glaring that no 

day or week passes without 

reports of kidnapping, banditry 

and suspected Fulani militia 

attacks on farmers in our 

communities.
The unanswered question that 

craves for government’s answer 
is the so-called claims of 
protecting lives and property of 
its citizens,  which in this part of 
our world is getting confusing 

by the day because of the spade 
of renewed attacks.
However, this has grossly 

affected every aspect of our 
development as a country and 
Nigerians’ hope  in leadership of 
our dear country is decreasing. 
Great minds like Archbishop 

Mathew Kukah, the famous 

Catholic Bishop of Sokoto 

Diocese, has continued to 

lament the overwhelming 
effects of insecurity on the 
education sector in Nigeria.  
While giving a  keynote address 
during the Parents Summit of 
the 2023 Education Week in 

Edo State, he said. "The havoc 

caused by bandits, terrorists 

and other tormentors of 

Nigeria’s security is coming 

from the forces of darkness and 

all Nigerians must be resilient to 

crush these forces perpetuating 
insecurity across the country..
“As we can see, our country is 

now being ravaged and 

threatened by the forces of 

darkness, those who have said 

no to humanity and those who 

have said no to education, 

whe the r  t hey  man i f e s t  

themselves in the murderous 

and destructive excesses of 

Boko Haram or banditry,” he 
said.
 This is one out of many right-

thinking Nigerians who has 

raised alarm through journals,  
radio/television programmes 
and letters, drawing the 
attention of those in authority to 
these rising inhuman acts 
perpetrated by these agents of 
darkness in the North-East, 

Northwest, North Central and 

Southwest with impunity.  If 
truly those in authority want to 
put a stop to this continued 
carnage on poor Nigerian 
farmers, which ”pundits” 
accused them of sponsoring,  
people like Kuka should be 
supported to achieve that.
 It would be recalled that, the 

United Nations Children's Fund, 

UNICEF, had in April last year 

disclosed that 11,536 schools in 

Nigeria had been closed due to 

insecurity. The Chibok, Dapchi, 

Kankara stories and other 

nationwide cases of abductions 

have remained a reference to 

the state of insecurity in 

Nigeria. But we are now 

witnessing another renewed 

form of attacks on food security 

now that the rains are around 

the corner.

It will interest you to know that,  

the series of renewed attacks on 
communities in Plateau State 

these days by these suspected 
Fulani militia is a pointer to the 

fact that farmers may not be 

safe to freely go to their farms 
this farming season.  Similar 
reports came from Southern 
Kaduna, Zamfara, Benue, 
Nasarawa,  Taraba, Adamawa 

and a host of other which states 

could be viewed as a deliberate 

display of back up to the 

attackers. Moreso that we have 
only three weeks to the end of 
this administration.

However,  just like a sleeping 
dog that suddenly wakes up,  
Nigerians were again awash 

with reports of a co-ordinated 

attacks on some communities 

in three local government areas 

of Plateau State by suspected 

Fulani militia killing five (5) 

innocent people, after series of 

peace treaties signed between 

farmers and herders through 
the Plateau State Peace 

Building Agency (PPBA). 
This, without delay, took the 

youths to streets in the early 
hours of last Wednesday, 
protesting the killings of these 
innocent people, barricading 
highway around Farin-Lamba-

Jos-Abuja road. Two weeks 

before th is most recent 
incident, similar resurgence 

occurred in  communities of Jos 
North, Jos South, Mangu, 
Bokkos, Barkin Ladi and Riyom 
Local Government Areas 
respectively.
I n  a n  i n t e r v i ew  w i t h  

LightBearer newspaper, the 
Senator-Elect of Plateau 
Southern District, Hon. Simon 

Mwadkon, said these attacks 
were aimed at land-grabbing 
and ethnic displacement which 
was part of an agenda to 
Islamise the state. “They have 
seized several communities and 
turned them to no-go areas for 
the original natives.
Mwadkon, who is the current 

member representing Riyom 

and  Ba r k i n  L ad i  L o ca l  

Government Constituency in 

the House of Representatives, 

disclosed that, the latest 

instance was on April 24, 2023 
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Nigerians are currently living in constant fear of the unknown sequel to renewed senseless attacks callously unleashed on 

innocent rural communities.  This re-emerging unfortunate development has sent shivers down the spine of many of such 

victims and most rural populace in these affected communities of the state. As it is, many vulnerable citizens are gradually 
losing confidence in the government who is responsible for protecting their lives and property.  EZEKIEL DONTINNA writes.

Buhari

Renewed attacks:  Plateau communities devastated  
Lalong Usman

The unanswered question that craves for 
government’s answer is the so-called claims of 
protecting lives and property of its citizens,  which in 
this part of our world is getting confusing by the day 

because of the spade of renewed attacks. However, 
this has grossly affected every aspect of our 
development as a country and Nigerians hope  in 
leadership of our dear country is decreasing.
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sweet at the same time, it is sour. You cannot just 
say it is all bed of roses but it is good. It is good 
because when the going is sweet, you love it the 
more but when the going is bad, you will still be 
there provided it is not life and death.

Does your marriage affect your career 
(Acting)?

No, it does not.
You stopped acting for a while now, what 

happened?
No, actually, I didn't stop. But somehow, you do 

not need to act one million movies in a day. You 
have to advise yourself, I am the married woman 
that wants to combine my family with my career, 
and then you have to compromise. You think about 
your family first. No matter what you do, your 
family comes first.

How did you start acting?
Well, that was in 1998. When I left secondary 

school, I took JAMB; and I entered into the movie 
industry. To me then, it was a sort of whiling away 
time while I was still waiting for my JAMD result. 

Not like now you see people desperately want to 
act. It was not like that for me.

Was it like a passion you wanted to 
use to pass time?

Number one, I love acting 
because, I use to 

ou recently set up an NGO. YWhat is it all about?
What I had in mind when I set up 

my NGO was to use the platform to 
reach out to the less privileged 
people in our society. You know, 
somebody might be looking good 
but inwardly, he or she has a lot of 
problems bothering him. So, we 
really want to see how we can assist 
them in our own little way.

Have you reconciled with your 
husband?

I don't know. I hate talking about 
my private life. But what I know is 
that I have a child now.

Which part of your body do you 
like most?

There are certain things God has 
blessed me with that make me to 
feel like a real woman. They are my 
boobs and my face. I am not saying 
that anybody who is flat chested is 
bad, the person still looks good. But 
if I dress, i will first admire myself 
before the mirror, I always thank 
God for making me a complete 
woman.

Like something you know many 
are paying to have, I have it 
naturally. And I thank God the way 
he made me. I am very grateful, I 
cannot ask for more.

Like how much can you insure these places 
you like most?

Money cannot be enough when it comes to those 
areas. I don't pray for anything to happen to these 
places. I am ok the way I am.

Are you comfortable with the kind of movies 
that are coming out of Nollywood?

I am not comfortable at all. Though there are 
some good movies, the fact remains that 
Nollywood needs to step up its game in the area of 
production. Because, majority still need 
amendments here and there. I want the industry 
to produce quality movies . I want them to come 
out with something more challenging.

How has married life been with you?
Well, married life is good. Though there are ups 

a n d  
down, 

it is 

Chiege Alisigwe came into limelight after starring alongside Ramsey Nuoah 
in the blockbuster movie 'My Love' in 1998. She has since become one of the 
most-sought-after actresses in Nollywood. In this interview, the delectable 
actress talks about her NGO, which she recently set up to cater for the 
welfare of the less -privileged people in our society as well as her plans to 
establish a studio among other issues.

The Nollywood industry has experienced major 
growth in recent years with the quality of the pictures, 
script and acting. Some of the biggest Nollywood stars 
have also transcended the Nigerian space and have 
caught the attention of international producers. Here 
are the Nollywood actors who have appeared in 
international movies:

Continued on page 25Continued on page 25

Nollywood actors/actresses who 
featured in international movies

Olu Jacobs: The legendary Olu Jacobs paved the way for other 
actors and actresses who have the opportunity to be featured in 
Hollywood movies now. His first international feature was in the 
1980's action drama, 'Dog of War'. He played the role of a corrupt 
customs officer in the movie directed by John Irvin. In 1985, he 
played the role of Colonel Nsogbu in a fantasy film set in Africa, 
'Baby: Secret of the Lost Legend'. He appeared in Roman Polanski's 
'Pirates' in 1986. In the movie, he played the role of 'Boomako, a 
pirate who was supposed to save his kidnapped captain.

Jim Iyke: In 2013, Jim Iyke was casted as 'Zuma' in the American 
romance movie, 'And Then There Was You.' The movie was directed 
and written by Leila Djansi, a Ghanian-American filmmaker. Other 
cast members included Brian White, Lynn Whitfield, and Garcelle 
Beauvais. The movie is about a woman who was trying to pick up 
the pieces of her life after her husband leaves her for his secret 
family.

Alisigwe set to cater for less 
privilege, establish studio
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what I am building up that is giving me lots of 
challenges. The other challenge an actor/actress 
can face is that professionalism in the field, 
knowing what you are doing. By God's grace, we 
have the professionals in the industry. In fairness, 
I even love challenges so much.

What is your driving force in creating your 
own studio?

I decided to create my own studio because, I 
wanted something different apart from my acting. 
It is a kind of gradual step you have to take when 
you want to be there. I do not really want to have 
problem when I am there I will start looking for 
cameras or anything. I want to gather everything 
before I start the NGO. So that when I am out, 
they can finish everything without problems.

What do you intend to do with your NGO?
Ok, we want to reach to people because, so many 

Nigerians are hungry and I think I am happier if I 
am eating and the person beside me is eating as 
well. If am eating and the person beside me is 
hungry, I feel so unhappy. I derive joy in making 
people happy.

When do we hope to hear about the NGO 
well?

Not now because we are still working on it.
Tell us about your background?
I am Chiege Alisigwe from Orlu Local 

Government Area of Imo State. I am the last in the 
family of Eleven. I read fine and applied arts. I did 
my OND at Federal Polytechnic, Oko, before 
proceeding to IMT Enugu for Higher National 
Diploma. I did my youth service and now on the 
verge of doing my masters.

act drama in secondary school then. Secondly, I 
was waiting for my JAMB result so I want to use 
that to while away time. Because, I don't like 
staying idle. Even as a child, I used to do one or 
two things. I have always been an independent 
person. I would say that I started acting because I 
hate idleness.

How many movies have you acted this 
year?

I don't really know but it is not much.
You live outside the country most often?
I live here in Nigeria but most times, I travel out 

of the country because of the project I'm 
embarking on. I shuttle between Nigeria and the 
outside world. There are certain things I need to 
bring from there to this country that is why I travel 
most often. Like my cameras, I brought them 
down from there. Like the house of service I told 
you, I need some in Nigeria and likewise outside 
the country.

Like other actors and actresses who have 
ventured into the music industry. Are you 
planning to do the same?

I love singing, I have sang so many songs. But, 
we cannot keep acting all the time. Because if you 
continue like that, you can never have your time, 
you can never give your family that time they 
need. You act, you get another thing to fall back on 
incase if you are not there.

At the same time, you cut your shot. What I 
mean is this, if you are the boss of what you are 
doing, you can say, let me give this time to my 
family today and your assistance will take over. 
Also, tomorrow you can say let me go to 
work/location today. I don't want to spend all my 
time in working (acting). Where I can be 
answerable to somebody without being 
answerable to my husband.

So, you have to initiate something on your own 
by so doing, you can tell your workers, go and do 
this thing and you will go and relax. You can also 
be doing other things that will give you time to 
attend to your family. That does not mean I would 
not act for anybody anymore. I will act for people 
but I can never be the same like when I started as 
a young girl who does not have anybody to answer 
to.

Does it mean you choose the roles you act 
now?

Yes. I choose. I see the script. If I am not 
satisfied with it, I will tell you that I cannot act 
the script. If I am satisfied with that, I will go on 
with the script.

Do you think you still have a chance in 
the industry considering the number 
of actresses who are eager to act?

Well, I don't look at people's faces. I 
believe that whatever you are, it is on 
your own. If you are good, it is for 
your own good. I always tell people 
to be confident in themselves.

If you have self-confidence and 
a dragon is by your side, you 
can even say hi to the dragon 
and go your way the dragon 
would even turn back to 
follow your footsteps. Just 
be contended with yourself, 
how you act,, do you thing 
in your own way.

Don't mind how people do 
theirs. You will find out that 
a lot of people are out there 
who are following your 
footsteps without your 
knowledge. So I am not 
scared.

W h a t  a r e  t h e  
chal lenges you are 
facing now?

Ta l k i n g  a b o u t  m y  
challenges now, I think it is 

Continued from page 16

Continued from page 16

Nollywood actors/actresses who 
featured in international movies

Genevieve Nnaji: She acted in the 2019 British drama film, 
'farming', playing the role of Tolu. Her character is the mom of the main 
character, 'Enitan', who she had to give up to be fostered by a white 
woman. The film was produced by British-Nigerian Producer, Adewale 
Akinnuoye-Agbaje and also featured award-winning British actress, 
Kate Beckinsale.

As the quality of stories, acting and production improve in Nollywood 
every day to match its output, more Nollywood actors are going to get 
recognised internationally. Hopefully, with this recognition, there will 
be more Nollywood appearances in award-winning Hollywood movies.

Stephanie Linus: In 2016, Stephanie played the role of 'Doris', a 
compassionate former slave in Boonville redemption. The movie which 
was produced by American director and producer, Dan Schroeder was 
set in the old Western country.

Osas Ighodaro: Before Osas moved to Nigeria in 2012, she appeared 
in 5 American movies and three American TV series, including Tyler 
Perry's 'Meet The Browns'. Osas was part of the cast of the 2015 
American movie, 'Where Children Play', directed by Leila Djansi. She 
played the role of 'Miranda Bailey', a supportive friend to the main 
character, 'Macy Gray' who was played by 'Teyonah Parris'.

Alisigwe set to cater for less 
privilege, establish studio











where terrorists speaking the 

Fulani dialect according to 

witnesses killed at least six 

people and injured several 

others in a complex attacks in 

the north of Plateau.
The coalition of youth groups 

under the aegis of the Plateau 

State Youth Council, a Plateau 

State Indigenous Youths and 

Youth Wing of Christian 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  N i g e r i a  
(YOWICAN) ,  also revealed that 

over 20 people were reportedly 

killed in separate attacks in 

Mangu, Barkin Ladi and Riyom 

Local Government Areas in the 

month of April 2023.

The Chairman,  Plateau State 
Youth Council, Comrade Lot 
Sunday Adas,  while addressing 
newsmen on behalf of the 
coalition groups said, the 
attacks were a calculated 
attempt to disrupt farming 
activities, people’s economic 

livelihoods and displace people 

from their ancestral homes for 

them to grab their land.
He disclosed that ”it has come 

to our notice that Fulani militias 

have resumed and are also 

affected areas, because they 

believe they are more proactive 

and effective in response to 

distress calls.

The Chairman,  however, called 

o n  t h e  P l a t e a u  S t a t e  

government to as a matter of 

urgency, inaugurate the 

taskforce on anti-land grabbing 

law of the state to enforce 

compliance. "Politicians are 

therefore, strongly warned to, 

in their best interest, steer clear 

and never attempt to take 

advantage or jeopardize this 

effort and process.
”The State Security Council 

shou l d  t a ke  immed i a t e  
measures against the influx of 

armed Fulanis who have 

infiltrated the state and now in 

places such as Shonong and 

Bangai in Bachit District, Ranku 

(Mahanga), Guava and Fass in 

Jol of Riyom LGA, Josho in Daffo 

District of Bokkos LGA to 

continue with their attacks.
“The state House of Assembly 

should expedite legislative 

action to pass the Anti-open 

Grazing Law of Plateau State, 

which shall inter alia, restrict 

cattle from roaming around and 
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planning coordinated attacks 
and killings in Mangu, Bokkos,  
Barkin Ladi, Riyom, Jos South 
and Bassa LGAs of the state and 
we observed there is a serious 

c o l l u s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  

personnel of Operation Safe 

Haven and the attackers, hence 

the need for government to 

rejig Operation Rainbow and 

other security outfits for 

effective community policing.
“We demand the release of Mr 

Jatau Yakubu of Kuru Station in 

Riyom LGA unconditionally who 
was wrongfully arrested and 
continuously detained by 
operatives of Operation Safe 
Haven at its headquarters in 
Jos. Failure of the appropriate 
authorities to comply with these 
demands of the coalition, 
Plateau youths will be left with 

no option than to resort to self-

help”, Adas enthused.
T h e  c o a l i t i o n  b l a m e d  

Operation Safe Haven for being 
complacent and that at has 
compromised on several 
occasions, therefore, they 
should be substituted with the 
Mobile Police Squadron in all the 

hopefully check the influx of 

alien Fulani herders. We are 

appealing to the Plateau State 

Commissioner of Police, Jos, CP 

Bartholomew Onyeka, to unseal 

the State House of Assembly 

complex for effective legislative 

bus iness" ,  the coa l i t ion 

appealed.
The Plateau State Governor-

Elect, Barrister Caleb Mutfwang, 

condemned the attack through 

his Special Assistant on Media, 

Hon. Gyang Bere.  Noted with 
pains the bloody attack by 
bandits on innocent citizens at a 
mining site in Farin Lamba 
community of Jos South Local 
Government Area,  which led to  
loss of lives describing it as 
barbaric. He appealed to 

security agencies to fish out the 

perpetrators to face the full 

wrath of the law and also do all 

in their power to halt further 

a t t a c k s  o n  P l a t e a u  

communities.
Although, the usual security 

code was pledged by the state 
Police Public Relations Officer, 

DSP Alfred Alabo that, ”We are 

on top of the situation, we are 

managing it so it does not 

escalate". They were moving 

with the death bodies, so we 

were able to persuade them to 

remove the bodies and they 

agreed. We are appealing to the 

people to be calm.
“Unfortunately, persons were 

killed and we are not happy with 

that. We saw the alert but Farin 

Lamba is big so we did not know 

the exact location. We are 

appealing to people to always 

give timely information and the 

details that would help us to 
respond. We are working on the 
s i t u a t i o n  b u t  w e  m u s t  
emphasize precision when 
g i v i ng  i n f o rma t i on ”,  he  
appealed.
It is sad that fillers from some 

quarters are accusing President 
Muhammadu Buhari of forcing 
his kinsmen (Fulanis) who are 
not Nigerians on legitimate land 

owners before he hands over to 
the incoming President. The 
confusing part of this claim is 
the inexplicable silence of Mr. 

President starting from the so-

called establishment of Cattle 
Ranges or Ganging policy in all 
parts of Nigeria.

Continued from page 10

Renewed attacks:  Plateau communities devastated  
Some burnt down houses at Murish and Jwak Maitumbi villages in Mangu LGA of Plateau State
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he Governing Board, Management and Staff of the Plateau State 
Internal Revenue Service (PSIRS) heartily felicitates with His TExcellency, Rt.  Hon.  (Dr) Simon Bako Lalong, KSGG, 

Executive Governor of Plateau State and Chairman,  Northern 
Governors Forum as he clocks 60.
Your Excellency, this occasion provides us yet another opportunity 

to celebrate your record of achievements in your 60 years sojourn 
of service to humanity.
You have strengthened the capacity of the PSIRS to effectively 

harness the revenue potentials of the State in order to enable 
Government provide quality, timely and efficient services to 
Plateau citizens.
As you celebrate this milestone birthday, we pray that God gives 

you more knowledge and wisdom to take up higher 
responsibilities to continue to serve humanity.

Happy birthday Your Excellency!

Signed:
Dashe Arlat Dasogot, Fcti,  Fcna

Executive Chairman, PSIRS

PLATEAU STATE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE (PSIRS)
FELICITATES WITH THE RESCUE CAPTAIN AT 60
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APOLI Pres ident  
Aurelio De Laurentiis Nhas warned potential 

suitors that he is not ready to 
sell Super Eagles striker 
V i c t o r  O s i m h e n ,  
Soccernet.ng reports.

Playvlume00:09/02:50'We 
will celebrate until the end', 
jubilant Napoli fans enjoy 
titleTruvidfullScreen

Napoli signed Osimhen 
from Lille for a club-record 
€72million in 2020. However, 
after a first season that saw 
him score just ten goals in 30 
appearances, there were 
doubts about his ability.

But last season, the 24-
year-old Nigerian striker 
started showing his brilliance 
unde r  c o a c h  L u c i a no  
Spalletti.

Since the turn of last year, 
Osimhen has been incredible, 
and this season, he has 
proven that he can be one of 
the best in the world if he 
stays fit.

The former Lille man has 
registered 27 goals and five 
assists in 33 appearances for 
the Partenopeans th is 
season, helping them to their 
first Scudetto since Maradona 
led the club to victory in 
1990.

He has smashed Samuel 
Eto'o's record for the highest 
goal for an African player in a 
Serie A season, and he is also 
on the brink of breaking 
George Weah's goals record 
in the Serie A.

Osimhen's displays have 
caught the eye of some of the 
best teams in the world. The 
Nigerian goal poacher has 
been heavily linked with 
Manchester United, Chelsea, 
PSG, and Bayern Munich.

However, those clubs may 
have to look elsewhere, as 
N a p o l i  P r e s i d e n t  D e  
Laurentiis has stated that he 
will not sell Osimhen.

De Laurentiis is known to be 
very stubborn concerning his 
best players. But Osimhen 
has never hidden his desire to 
play in the Premier League.

Despite his stance, Napoli 
could shift ground in the end 
if a sumptuous offer. The club 
c ou l d  d emand  up  t o  
€150million before they sell 
their star man.

Super Eagles Icon, Sunday 
Oliseh, reacted to Victor 
Os imhen ' s  imp res s i ve  
performance for Napoli 
against Udinese on Sunday 
evening, soccernet.ng 
reports.

Playvolume00:00/02:50'W
e will celebrate until the end', 
jubilant Napoli fans enjoy 
titleTruvidfullScreen

The Nigerian star guided his 
team to a Serie A title for the 
first time in 33 years 
following a second-half early 
equalizer.

Sandi Lovric scored from 
inside the penalty area in the 
13th minute as Udinese 
attempted to ruin Napoli's 
party celebration. When the 
Little Zebras were in charge 
in the early minutes, Oliseh's 
response to this indicated 

how tense he was.
The Nigerian star, though, 

missed a number of chances 
to score for Napoli, sending 
one header into Marco 
Silvestri's palms and another 
to the far post.

The Super Eagles icon 
hailed his countryman and 
made a future prediction in 
response to Mimi Fawaz's 
remarks about Osimhen 
w i n n i n g  f o r  t h e  G l i  
A z u r r i . F o l l o w i n g  h i s  
impressive performance for 
the Parthenopeans, the 
Nigerian striker has caught 
the attention of some clubs, 
including Manchester United, 
Chelsea, and Paris Saint-
Germain.

Bayern Munich's decision to 
drop their interest in 
acquiring the striker has 
given the Old Trafford outfit, 
who has been trying to recruit 
a striker since Cristiano 

Ronaldo left, a little boost.
Still basking in the euphoria 

of the Scudetto, Nigeria's 
Super Eagles and Napoli 
striker Victor Osimhen has 
said he will forever be grateful 
to the Ital ian League, 
BSNSports.com.ng reports.

Napoli held Udinese to a 1-1 
draw with Osimhen scoring 
the equaliser to give the 
Nap les-based c lub  the  
Scudetto after 33 years of 
wait.

It has been amazing in terms 
of my hold-up play, my goal-
scoring prowess and a big 
kudos to Spalletti and his 
backroom staff, they have 
improved me.

“The confidence the team 
also gave me in feeling that I 
am a leader has helped me 
improve. Also a big kudos to 
the Napoli fans. 

When I arrived, I went 
through some difficult times, 

but they gave me the energy 
and supported me, making 
me the striker that I am 
today.”

He made history on 
Thursday night become the 
highest scoring African player 
in Italian Serie A and second 
Nigerian to win Italian Series 
A  l e a g u e  t i t l e ,  
BSNSports.com.ng can 
report.

Former Super Eagles 
forward, Kanu Nwankwo was 
the first Nigerian to do when 
he won the Italian Series A 
trophy with Inter Milan in 
1999.

The Super Eagles striker on 
Thursday broke Samuel Eto'o 
record for the Most Goals 
scored by an African in a 
single season with 23 goals. 
Eto'o had score 22 goals in a 
single season.

The Nigerian forward 
scored the decisive goal in 

the second half as Napoli 
came back from trailing to 
Sandi Lovric's opener at half-
time.

Osimhen's title-deciding 
strike against Udinese was his 
22nd goal in 28 league 
appearances and rightly 
caused bedlam among the 
massed ranks of away fans 
who took over Udine.

The Nigerian striker has had 
the best season of his career 
and been key to Napoli's 
historic charge to glory, 
becoming, in the process, one 
of the most devastating 
centre forwards in European 
football, clattering in goals 
left and right.

Injury slowed down the 24-
year-old striker's scoring rate 
but between returning from a 
thigh injury in mid-October 
and the recent round of 
African Cup of Nations 
qualifiers last month, he 
averaged a goal a game.

 Over that period, Osimhen 
scored 23 times in 23 matches 
in all competitions, propelling 
Napoli to the brink of a historic 
Scudetto and becoming a 
bona fide fan idol even before 
he scored the goal that 
secured the title on Thursday.

Napoli's Thursday win saw 
an end to a 33-year title 
drought, thanks to Osimhen's 
title-winning strike which 
powered the team to glory, 
one that was last won in 1990.

Napoli are leading second-
placed Lazio with 16 points, 
leaving them with a month-
long parade between now and 
the end of the season which 
will allow their long-suffering 
supporters to fully unload 
more than a generation of 
frustration.

Super Eagles legend Mutiu 
A d e p o j u  l a u d s  h i s  
countryman, Victor Osimhen, 
for winning the Italian Serie A 
for Napoli, Soccernet.ng 

reports.
Playvolume00will celebrate 

until the end', jubilant Napoli 

fans 
The Nigerian forward 

helped the Gli Azzurri win 

their third scudetto title over 

Udinese Calcio on Thursday 

night, ending a 33-year wait 

for the Neapolitans to win the 

Italian Serie A.
Adepoju, who had an 

amazing season playing in 

the European League and 

had played in 175 games and 

scored 22 goals in La Liga, 

complimented Osimhen on 

his excellent season with 

Napoli.
In the game's 13th minute, 

an unmarked Sandi Lovric 

gave the home side the lead 

in an effort to delay the 

P a r t h e n o p e a n ' s  

championship celebration 

further.
After trailing down 1-0 at 

the interval, Napoli got a few 

solid tips from Luciano 

Spalleti, which paid off seven 

minutes after the game 

resumed when the Super 

Eagles star scored a vital 

goal from inside the box to 

end Napoli's long Serie A title 

drought.
According to the Shooting 

Stars icon who commented 

on this, Osimhen's effort is 

obvious to everyone and he 

only merits praises.
The Napoli attacker, who 

has scored a total of 15 goals 

in 23 appearances for the 

Super Eagles, has also been 

a key member of the team.
After barely defeating 

Guinea-Bissau in the second 

leg of their doubleheader for 

the Africa Cup of Nations, 

Jose Peseiro's team is on 

track to clinch their AFCON 

tickets when they face Sierra 

Leone and São Tomé Príncipe 

in June.
The Nigerian star, having 

equalled George Weah's 23-

year-old Serie A record, will 

be aiming to set a new record 

when his team face Fioretina 

and 4 other teams in their 

last 5 fixtures this season.

“I will not sell Osimhen”- Napoli President 

EAD coach Coach Ladan HBosso has submitted a 
list of 25 players that will 
compete in Argentina to the 
Nigeria Football Federation 
and FIFA ahead of the U20 
World Cup in Argentina, 
B S N S p o r t s . c o m . n g  
gathered.

www.bsnsports.com.ng 
reports that four foreign 
based players made the final 
roster while two top players 
who have been part of the 
team to WAFU and AFCON 
were dropped . Fosla 
Academy graduate, Onuche 
Ogbenu, who plays for 
Nasarawa United, and Aminu 
Muhammed, who plays for 
Gombe United couldn't make 
the final list. The duo played 
vital roles in the midfield of 
Coach Ladan Bosso led team 
at the AFCON and also the 
WAFU Tournament. However 
the duo will be missing in 
action, when the World Cup 
commences later this month.

Topping the list of the 
players that are going to 

represent the country are; 
Daniel Bamaiyi, Daniel Daga, 
Benjamin Frederick, Solomon 
Agbalaka, Samson Lawal, 
Ibrahim Mohammed. Also 
included are goalkeeper 
Na than i e l  Nwosu  and  
Augustine Njoku.

Flying Eagles 25-man list to 
FIFA U20 World Cup in 
Argentina

Goalkeepers: Chijioke 
Anigboso, Nathaniel Nwosu, 
Saheed Akanbi

Defenders:  Benjamin 
Fredrick, Daniel Bameyi, 
S o l o m o n  A g b a l a k a ,  
August ine Njoku, Abel 
Ogwuche, Israel Domingo

Midfielders: Daniel Daga, 
Victor Eletu, Tochukwu Nnadi, 
John  Joshua ,  Ib rah im 
Abdullahi, Samson Lawal

Attackers: Ba'akaka Aji, 
V i n c e n t  A u g u s t i n e ,  
E m m a n u e l  U m e h ,  
Mohammed Beji, Haliru Sarki, 
Jude Sunday.

The Flying Eagles departed 
N ige r i a  f o r  A rgen t i na  
yesterday evening via Turkish 

Airlines.
Nigeria, two times FIFA 

World Cup finalists are in 
group D with Argentina, 

Dominican Republic and Italy 
and will start her campaign 
against Dominican Republic 
on 21st May, 2023.

Flying Eagles list to World Cup unveiled

Flying Eagles, here, prepare for the World Cup

Osimhen
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