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PROF. LUMUMBA AT AHMADU BELLO MEMORIAL LECTURE 2023
The Kenyan Law Professor and Pan Africanist, Patrick Lumumba on Monday was speaker at the 9th Annual Sir Ahmadu 

Bello Memorial Lecture on Leadership and Good Governance held in Lafia, Nasarawa State

Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari through his Chief of Staff, Prof. 
Ibrahim Gambari delivering speech

Cross section of participants at the 9th Annual Sir Ahmadu Bello Memorial 
Lecture

Chairman, Northern Governors Forum and Plateau State Governor, Rt. 
Hon. Simon Bako Lalong, CON (right) with the Chief host and Nasarawa 
State Governor, Engr. Abdullahi Sule

From left are, Governor Abdullahi Sule, Governor Simon Bako Lalong and 
Prof. Patrick Lumumba

Cross section of members on the high table smiling at the Memorial 
Lecture, 2023

President of Nasarawa State Traditional Council, HRH Justice Sidi Bage 
Muhammad, CFR Emir Lafia (left) with the Andoma of Doma, HRH Alhaji 
Ahmadu Aliyu Oga Onawo

Cross section of traditional rulers and other invited guests at the lectureChairman, Northern Governors Forum, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong, CON 
(left) with the Speaker, Prof. Patrick Lumumba, Professor of Law, Kenyan 
Law Professor
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Foreign News

UN Population Division has 
China's foreign ministry will 
expel a Canadian diplomat 
from the country's Shanghai 
consulate as a “reciprocal 
countermeasure” hours after 
Canada declared a Chinese 
diplomat in China's Toronto 
consulate as “persona non 
g r a t a ”  o v e r  a l l e g e d  
involvement in a campaign to 
in t im idate  a  Canad ian  
legislator critical of Beijing.

Lalonde has been asked to 
leave China before May 13, it 
added.

In a statement on Monday, 
Canadian Foreign Minister 
Melanie Joly said Ottawa 
would expel Chinese diplomat 
Z h a o  W e i  o v e r  t h e  
intimidation campaign.

The furore began last month 
when Canada's The Globe and 
Mail newspaper reported that 
B e i j i n g  h a d  s o u g h t  
information about a Canadian 
legislator's relatives who may 
be in China in a likely effort to 
“make an example of this MP” 
by targeting his next of kin in 
order to deter others in 
Canada from taking positions 
against the People's Republic 
of China (PRC).

The newspaper cited a 
report by Canada's spy 
agency.  The  Canad ian  
Security Intelligence Service 
(CSIS) report did not name 
the legislator, but the Globe 
said a national security source 
identified the politician as 
Michael Chong, a member of 
the opposition Conservative 
Party of Canada. A Chinese 
official at China's consulate in 
Toronto was said to be 
involved in the intrigue, 
according to reports.

T h e  C h i n a - C a n a d a  
relationship has been frosty 
for several years, especially 
after Canadian authorities 
detained Huawei Technologies 
executive MengWanzhou in 
2018 on a US arrest warrant. 

China then arrested two 
Canadians on spying charges.

The standoff ended when all 
three people were released in 
2021, but relations have 
remained sour over several 
points of contention, including 
human rights and trade.

Canadian Prime Minister 

Justin Trudeau has also faced 
growing calls in recent months 
to investigate allegations that 
the Chinese government has 
interfered in the country's 
elections and is operating 
covert “police stations” in 
Canada.

India's population to surpass
 China in coming days –UN

A Senegalese court has 

handed opposition figure 

OusmaneSonko a six-month 

suspended sentence in an 

appeal of a defamation case 

that could jeopardise his run 

for president next year.
In March, he received a two-

month suspended sentence 

and a hefty fine in March for 

defaming Tourism Minister 

M a m e M b a y e N i a n g .  O n  

Monday, a Dakar appeals 

court increased the term to six 

months, potentially making 

Sonko ineligible for the vote.
BaboucarCisse, a lawyer for 

the minister, told reporters the 

sentence would rule Sonko 

out of the 2024 presidential 

vote if confirmed following a 

six-day period for appeals.
Sonko, 48, came third in the 

2019 presidential election and 

intends to stand again in 

2024, but two court cases 

could ruin his candidacy.
A spokesman for Sonko's 

party, Ousseynou Ly, and 

supporters on social media 

also said the ruling would 

scupper his bid if upheld, but 

the politician's lawyers left the 

court without responding to 

questions.The court also 

Defamation: sonko to
 spend 6months in Jail

For nearly three decades, the 

Arctic Council has been a 

successful example of post-

Cold War cooperation.
Its eight members, including 

Russia and the United States, 

have worked together on 

climate change research and 

social development across the 

ecologically sensitive region.
Now, a year after council 

members stopped working 

with Russia following its 

invasion of Ukraine and as 

Norway prepares to assume 

the chai rmanship f rom 

Moscow on May 11, experts 

are asking whether the polar 

body's viability is at risk if it 

cannot cooperate with the 

country that controls more 

than half of the Arctic 

coastline.
An ineffective Arctic Council 

could have dire implications 

for the region's environment 

and its 4 million inhabitants, 

who face the effects of melting 

sea ice and the interest of non-

Arctic countries in the region's 

mostly untapped mineral 

resources.
The work of the council – 

made up of the eight Arctic 

states of Canada, Denmark, 

Finland, Iceland, Norway, 

Russia, Sweden and the 

United States – has produced 

binding agreements in the 

past  on environmental  

protection and preservation.
It is also a rare platform 

giving a voice to the region's 

Indigenous peoples. It does 

not deal with security issues.
But with the end of 

cooperation with Moscow, 

about a third of the council's 

130 projects are on hold, new 

projects cannot go ahead and 

existing ones cannot be 

renewed.  Western and 

Russian scientists no longer 

share climate change findings, 

for example, and cooperation 

for possible search-and-

rescue missions or oil spills 

has stopped.
The Arctic is warming about 

four times as fast as the rest of 

the world.
As sea ice vanishes, polar 

waters are opening to 

shipping and other industries 

eager to exploit the region's 

bounty of natural resources, 

including oil, gas, and metals 

such as gold, iron and rare 

earth minerals.
The discord between Russia 

and the other Arctic Council 

members means that an 

effective response to these 

changes is far less likely.
Russia argues this work 

cannot continue without it.
Adding to the worries is the 

possibility that Russia will go 

its own way on issues 

affecting the region or even 

establish a rival council.
Recently, it has taken steps 

to expand cooperation in the 

Arctic with non-Arctic states. 

On April 24, Russia and China 

s igned a memorandum 

establishing cooperation 

between the countries' 

coastguards in the Arctic.
Days earlier, on April 14, 

Russia invited China, India, 

Brazil and South Africa – the 

BRICS countries – to conduct 

research at its settlement on 

S v a l b a r d ,  a n  A r c t i c  

archipelago under Norwegian 

sovereignty where other 

countries may operate under 

a 1920 Treaty.
Norway said it is “optimistic” 

a seamless transition of the 

chairmanship from Russia can 

be achieved because it is in 

the interest of all Arctic states 

to maintain the Arctic Council.
That will not be easy, given 

Oslo's own strained relations 

with Moscow. In April, Oslo 

expelled 15 Russian diplomats 

saying they were spies. 

M o s c o w  d e n i e d  t h e  

accusations, and Korchunov 

s a i d  t h e  e x p u l s i o n s  

undermined the trust needed 

for cooperation.
Analysts said NATO member 

Norway, which shares an 

Arctic border with Russia, is 

still well-placed to handle the 

delicate balancing act with 

Moscow.

Ukraine's allies accused Russia of violating UN charter

ordered Sonko to pay 200 

million CFA francs (about 

$330,000) in damages to 

Niang.
Sonko failed to turn up to 

Monday's proceedings, after 

warning he would no longer 

respond to court summons 

without guarantees for his 

safety.
Al Jazeera correspondent 

Nicolas Haque reports that 

the opposition leader has 

already called for a national 

m o v e m e n t  o f  c i v i l  

disobedience and said he 

wouldn't attend trials due to 

a lack of trust in government 

institutions to dispense 

justice.
Sonko is also facing trial 

later this month for alleged 

“rape and death threats” 

over a complaint filed by an 

employee at a beauty salon 

where he went for a 

massage.
He appeared to refer to his 

c l a i m s  o f  a  M a r c h  

assassination attempt by 

police during his forced 

transfer to the Dakar court 

during initial defamation 

proceedings.
In addition to appealing his 

defamation convict ion, 

Sonko has denied the rape 

charge, saying he is the 

victim of a plot by President 

MackySall to torpedo his 

2024 candidacy.
The government has 

denied the accusation and 

alleged Sonko has drummed 

up demonstrations to avoid 

justice.
P r o s e c u t o r  G e n e r a l  

Ibrah imaBakhoum had 

called on the court to have 

Sonko arrested and jailed.
Sonko's court sessions are 

often sources of tension and 

near-paralysis of traffic in the 

capital, as he usually travels 

to court with a procession of 

sympathisers.
The rape charge against 

Sonko in 2021 triggered riots 

in which at least 12 people 

were killed in the West 

African country, which is 

viewed as politically stable in 

a turbulent region.
Sall's refusal to rule out 

running for a controversial 

third term as president – 

which his opponents say 

would be unconstitutional – 

has also increased political 

tensions.

Mr Khan was appearing in 
c o u r t  o n  c h a r g e s  o f  
corruption, which he says are 
politically motivated.

Footage showed dozens of 
parami l i ta ry  fo rces  in  
armoured vehicles detaining 
Mr Khan after he entered the 
court compound, then driving 
him away.

Mr Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party has called 
on its supporters to protest. 
In the hours since he was 
detained, violence has been 
reported from a number of 
cities including Lahore, 
Karachi and Peshawar.

On the streets of Islamabad, 
hundreds of protesters 
blocked one of the main 
highways in and out of the 
capital.

People pulled down street 
signs and parts of overpasses, 
lit fires and threw stones. 
During the hour or so that the 
BBC was there, no police or 
authorities were visible.

Footage from Lahore posted 
on Twitter appeared to show 
crowds breaking into the 
military corps commander's 
house, destroying furniture 
and belongings inside.

Protesters in the main port 
city of Karachi have been 

blocking a main road, Reuters 
reported.

It said at least 10 people, 
including six police officers, 
had been injured in the south 

Protests were reported from 
various cities in Pakistan, 
including Karachi.

The case involves allegations 
over the allotment of land in 
the so-called Al-Qadir Trust, 
which is owned by Mr Khan 
and his wife.

Mr Khan, who is being held 
at an undisclosed location, 
denies breaking any law.

Imran Khan has been the 
main opposition leader since 
being ousted by his opponents 
in parliament a year ago

Security was tight in the 
centre of the capital for the 
f o r m e r  P M ' s  c o u r t  
appearance.

Mr Khan was appearing in 
c o u r t  o n  c h a r g e s  o f  
corruption, which he says are 
politically motivated.

Footage showed dozens of 
pa rami l i t a ry  f o r ces  i n  
armoured vehicles detaining 
Mr Khan after he entered the 
court compound, then driving 
him away.

He was ousted as PM in April 
last year and has been 
campa ign ing  fo r  ear ly  
elections since then.

General elections are due to 
be held later this year.

Mr Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party has called 
on its supporters to protest. In 
the hours since he was 
detained, violence has been 
reported from a number of 
cit ies including Lahore, 

Dozens of police seize ex-PM outside court 

Jinping
Sall

putin
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Editorial

THE IN criminal law, kidnapping is 
the unlawful confinement of a 
victim against their will which 
often causes fear and trauma 
the perpetrator may use a 
weapon of force on the victim 
which leads to captivity and 
can be referred as kidnapping.
It is common knowledge that 
taxis and other means of 
transportation are used to 
perpetrate such act which has 
gained a scandancy in Nigeria.
Therefore, Government needs 
to take proactive steps to 
address security issues in the 
country. Unfortunately the 
Nigeria Police art have become 
apprehensive as families 
barricade themselves at night 
like prisoners for fear of 
criminals.

Statistics have shown that at 
leas 7,222 Nigerians have 
been kil led and 3,823 
abducted across the country 
while 2840 incidents of 
k idnapping have been 
reported between January 1, 
2022 and July 29, 2022.
Therefore I wish to use this 
medium of the Nigerian 
Standard newspaper to 
express my concern over the 
increasing cases of insecurity 
across Nigeria and hope that 
the Federal Government 

Government should take proactive 
steps on kidnapping

POLITICAL violence is becoming 
a global phenomenon which 
many nations find within their 
political system, it refers to 
various forms of crises in the 
society particularly during 
elections and  politically related 
violence are always attributed to 
the teeming youths that are 
suppose to be the backbone of 

every society but due to 
idleness, lack of education, 
unemployment, poor orientation 
and greed of political class. 
Another factor which reinforces 
violence in African political 
system is the desperate attitude 
towards politics among African 
politicians, the desperation 
among some African politicians, 

to win elections and occupy 
political offices by all means is a 
major cause of political violence 
in the political realm of the 
continent other illegitimate 
youths which may have been 
absolved as personal assistance 
and special body guards during 
campaigns and other struggles 

Nigerian Youths and political violence

Oga Kwankwasiya
from PDP-APC-PDP 

now NNPP which 
one you dey.

“Naija Kenan”.

Yes! I am not the
only person that jump

from one party
to another. It is normal in

Nigeria politics boy

together with all security 
a g e n c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  
stakeholders would synergize 

in taking proactive measures 
that would curb the menace of 
kidnapping by criminal groups 

in order to keep Nigeria safe 
and productive.
By Abdul Azeez Abubakar 
is an IT Student from 
Federa l  Po ly techn ic  

just hogan political power.
In some cases, it is the 

contestants who are aspiring 
to come into political power 
organize some youth and 
provide essential arms that 
would be used to enforce fear 
during election. It is said that 
when two elephants  meet 
only the grass suffers”, it is 
simply the youths who are at 
the middle of those desperate 
fellows are being used against 
each other and even the 
innocent  c iv i l i ans  who 
peacefully want to exercise the 
r i g h t  t o  v o t e  f o r  a  
representative with pure 
intention and hoping to choose 
a credible candidate that will 
protect their interest.

During campaigns the 
money and offer of some the 
materials to the people  have 
become order of the day 
across African nations that 
cannot be left out and is also a 
relevant factor responsible for 
continued spread of political 
violence, the level of poverty 
on the continent is an 
intimidation to the innocent 
youths may give it through if 
circumstances warrants the 
opportunity to participate in 
violence it will be done just to 
survive, the politicians store 
huge amount of money that 
will be use during electoral 
campaigns inform of gift to the 
poor especially those in the 
rural areas just to win people’s 
consent not only to vote but to 
justif ied their sponship 
thuggery.

Gloria Jared is an IT 
s t u d e n t  o f  K w a r a f a  
University Wukari.

Effects of rape  on victims
RAPE is said to be a forced sexual 

intercourse without the person’s 
consent. 

However some of the major 
contributing factors to such 
menace include indecency, 
speaking in vulgar and offensive 
manner by some males etc. 

The use of vulgar and offensive 
words which certain people use 
naturally suggests sex to the 
opposite sex. A lady who often 
uses the 'fuck you' word indirectly 
communicates that she is use to it 
and this builds up in the mind of 
the opposite sex and he eventually 
carries out his evil act. 

Often times the uncontrolled 
urge to have sex brings about this 
disaster upon people. Alcoholism 
and drugs also have a high 
tendency of increased sexual urge 
amongst offenders the good and 
bad people of the society are often 
caught as either the victim or the 
offender because this is when the 
person is at the wrong place and at 
the wrong time. 

Furthermore my advice to young 
girls is to be mindful of the specific 
time they do visit their boyfriends, 
most especially late at night in 
some cases when the light are out 
the next thing that come to the 
guy's mind is sex'' 

Religious institutions have a 
vital role in preaching to their 
members on the need to be 
decent, it may interest you to 
know that perpetrators of rape 
and other sexual offences might 
not be who you think but 
sometimes people that are 
closely attached to each other. 

However research has proven 
that 1 out of 2 rapes cases are 
carried out by their partner or ex 
partner and also 98% of adults 
prosecuted for sexual offences 
are men and 5 and 6 rapes 
against women are carried out by 
someone they know. 

Rape is indeed a social vice 
perpetrated by individuals of the 
society and the nation at large 
and if not dealt with, has negative 
effects to victims of such act.

In addition, the psychological 
motivations of rapists are more 
complex than it was formerly 
thought it include the desire to 
punish to gain revenge to cause 
pain or to cause sexual prowess 
etc. 

The psychological reactions of 
victims of rape also varies but 
usually include feelings of shame 
victims can also be traumatized 
confusion and any fear and rage 
with them. 

Moreover the duration of the 
psychological trauma varies from 
individual to individual whereby 
many feel the negative effects 
for years even with considerable 
supportive therapy. 

I therefore appeal to the 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  n o n -  
governmental organizations to 
sensitize the general public and 
rape victims by organizing 
workshops, seminars and 
conferences in public & private 
institutions on the need for rape 
victims to speak up and never 
feel intimidated and also report 
su ch  ca se s  t o  r e l evan t  
authorities. 

Supportive therapy should be 
given to victims to boost their 
psychological and emotional 
wellbeing.

Lastly, advocacy and human 
rights activists should Endeavour 
to stand and speak up against 
rape and they should ensure that 
these criminals are brought to 
book. To serve on a deterant to 
both rapist and other animal 
minds in the society. 

By Jonathan Rabo Dammo 
writes from the Plateau state 
Polythecnic, Barkin Ladi, 
M a s s  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  
Department.             

th th, COME the 11  - 13 May 2023, one of Nigeria's 

foremost institutions of learning, the 
th thUniversity of Jos will conduct its 34  and 35  

combined convocation ceremony for its 

graduating students. The ceremony which 

will include issuing awards of Diploma and 

Degree certificates to gradaunds, conferment 

of Masters, PhD and Honourary Degrees will 

climax with a public lecture on the topic” 

Combating Climate Change for National 

Security and Development to be delivered by 

the Director, Climate Change and Green 

Growth, Africa Development Bank, Abidjan, 

Prof. Anthony Okon Nyong .
THE choice of this topic is not far-fetched after 

coming to terms with the precarious 

disposition of most African nations 

n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  

phenomenon. As it is, climate change is the 

single biggest health threat facing humanity.
RECORDS have indicated that climate impact the 

world over are already harming health, 

through air pollution, diseases, extreme 

weather, forced displacements, pressure on 

mental health and increased hunger and poor 

nutrition.
THIS aside, the citadel of learning has for 

decades now continued to produce 

intellectuals who have consistently 

contributed immensely to the integration and 

brightening the prospects of Nigeria before 

the comity of nations. Most of the researches 

conducted by the institution in synergy with 

established and respected multi-national 

conglomerates have distinguished it as one of 

the second generation institutions which has 

not disappointed scholars in the nation.       
AS a prelude to the epoch making event, the Vice 

Chancellor of the University, Prof. Ishaya 

Tanko, visited Governor Simon Bako Lalong of 

Plateau State where he drew the attention of 

the Governor to several problems bedeviling 

the institution including the issue of illegal 

encroachment of the University land by 

neighboring communities. 
TRUTH be told, the University has since its 

establishment faced several daunting 

challenges ranging from that of security, 

inadequate accommodation for both students 

and staff. As the University prepares for its 
rd th33  and 34  combined convocation and 

investiture of the institution we are of the 

opinion that it is high time that these 

challenges be given proper attention. 
WE also wish to re-echo the suggestions of many 

concerned individuals that to help curb the 

incessant killings of students with impunity, a 

police barracks be established within the 

area. This, when achieved would help put a 

stop to the senseless killings of innocent 

students. It would also not be out of place for 

the Plateau State government to actively 

spearhead the cause of finding lasting 

solutions to the teething problems bedeviling 

the university all these decades.
STRINGENT measures must also be taken 

against all those who encroached into the 

university land so as to serve as deterrence to 

others while the management of the 

institution also intensify efforts towards 

restoring the lost glory of this citadel of 

learning. For the grandaunts, they must 

become true ambassadors of the institution 

wherever they find themselves as anything 

short of this would be a disservice to their 

fatherland.       
AS we join millions of Nigeria to identify with the 

management of University Jos over the giant 

strides so far recorded, it is our collective 

hope that in no distant future, the institution 

would emerged amongst the best leading 

tertiary institutions in the world.

As University of Jos 
convoke graduates 















Commissioner for Information and Communications, Hon. Dan Manjang (right) 
with the NUJ State Chairman, Mr. Paul Jatau and Chief Scribe, Mr. Peter Amine at 
the NUJ Press Centre
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Acting General Manager, Mr. Paul Jatau (right) conducting the Commissioner, 
Hon. Dan Manjang and team round the ongoing renovation of PPC

Hon. Manjang (middle) admiring one of the latest production of the The Sunday 
Standard, left is the Acting GM, Mr. Jatau and right, Mrs. Francisca Adidi, Editor of 
The Nigeria Standard

NUJ Vice Chairperson, Ayuku Pwaspo (left) welcoming the Commissioner, Dan 
Manjang to NUJ

Acting General Manager, PPC, Mr. Paul Jatau (right) stressing some points to 
Commissioner, Hon. Manjang and team during the visit

Commissioner, Hon. Dan Manjang, his management staff, Mr. Paul Jatau and his 
team in one of the renovated offices

Coss section of PPC Management Staff and State Ministry of Information 
Management Staff

PPC Staff seen cleaning the office premises
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COMMISSIONER FOR INFORMATION VISITS PPC, NUJ
The Honourable Commissioner for Information and Communications, Hon. Dan Manjang, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry, Dr. Boniface 
Gwotbit and Management State visited the ongoing renovation work at the Plateau Publishing Corporation (PPC) publishers of The Nigeria 

Standard and Sunday Standard newspapers. The Commissioner was received by the Acting General Manager, Mr. Paul Jatau, Director Admin., 
Mrs. Victoria Arin James and other Management Staff





FERTILIZER is a commodity in 

need by farmers around the 
globe especially amongst 

citizens whose source of 
livelihood depends solely on 
agriculture.  In today's world, no 
farmer can survive without the 
use of fertilizer which is the 
b a c k b o n e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  
sustainable food security in the 
Nation.
Flashing back to our Nigeria in 

1990s fertilizer was mostly 
given out free to farmers by the 
government to farm and feed 
the Nation.  Between 2000 and 

2009 government give out 
fertilizer to farmers at a 
subsidized price.  From 2011  till 
date, subsidized fertilizer is 
given at the rate of Five 
thousand Five hundred Naira 
but now; the wholesalers sells it 
to retailers for Fifteen thousand 
Naira (15,000) Naira per bag 
which is three times higher 

than it initial prices.
The Golden Fertilizer was 

around Seven to Eight 
thousand Naira (7000-8000) 
as at 2007 to 2012 but now the 
Golden fertilizer is not available 
because it is not affordable by 
farmers.  The Golden Mix 20-10-

10 was 9000 in 2014/2015 but 
today it sells at Twenty-Eight 
thousand Naira, (28000).  The 
cheapest fertilizer is Urea which 
sold at the cost of  7000 before 

2015 but it is now sold at 

22000.
Cons ider ing  the  p r i ce  

multiplications of fertilizer 

above, the economic situation 

currently in Nigeria is beyond 

imagination and both the rich 

and the poor in the country are 

not left out of this ugly 

situation. Mind you, fertilizer is 

not the only input the farmer 
need. There are other inputs 

which the farmers need to get 

good harvests.
Interestingly, a man most eat 

to live because food supports 

man with energy to pursue 

l i fe's basic necess i t ies. 
Fertilizer cost more than the 
food stuff at the moment.  The 
price of fertilizer has now 
increased the prices of 
foodstuffs in the market 

where one measure of maize 

is currently two hundred 

Naira. Before 2015, it was fifty 

Naira, rice was three hundred, 
Naira and now it is seven 
hundred Naira thus how many 
of these measures can  the 

poor afford?

Looking into the reasons why 

the prices of fertilizers fire up 
in geometric proportion, the 
bus iness tycoons se l l s 
fertilizer used to increase the 
price for reason that doesn't 
ride anything home.  The prices 
now fluctuates in the market 

as they sell it at different 
prices.
The government should be 

vigilant in the market to watch 

out prices at which these 

sellers sell to the consumers. 

Nigeria is a country with a mix 

economic system so, there 

has to be a price Control 

board. For this to happen, the 

government has the right to 

regulate the prices of goods 

and services. They should 

therefore determine the price 

of fertilizer to make sure it is 

sold to farmers at an 

affordable price. Had it not 

been that capitalism operates 

in Nigeria, the forces of 

demand and supply should 

not have been determinants 

of price but in our own case 

the government have major 

say in the prices of goods and 

services including fertilizer.
T h e  f a r m e r s  a r e  n o t  

contented because some of 
them cultivate more than they 

can control that is why they 

run short of fertilizer to apply. 

They also spend more than 
they get in their farms and this 
causes shortage of funds to 
fertilize farms for good harvest.  
To get out of these plights of 

insufficient food in the country,  
the government should create 
a direct linkage between them 
and the final users of fertilizers.  
This is because; when the 
government subsidized the 
fertilizer,  the whole sellers and 
the retailers will triple the 
price before it reaches the 

consumer just as it is evident 

today where the government 

price is five thousand five 

hundred Naira (5500)  but the 
subsidized fertilizer is today 
been sold by business men to 
farmers fo r seventeen 
thousand Naira (17,000).
Farmers on their own should 

understand the value of 
manue.  They should also be 
advised by extension workers 
to cultivate what they can 
manage and how they can 
manage it which includes;  the 
time for applying fertilizer to 
their crops, the type of crop 
and the amount of fertilizer 

they should apply to it. This 

can be achieved through the 

use of media and extension 

workers where the media 

should educate them on 

agricultural development 

programs. These solutions 
when implemented will bring 
an ease to the current food 
insecurity devastating the 

country. A hungry man is an 

angry man and we all know 

that insufficient food leads to 

war and excess food leads to 

peace. This piece should be a 

w a ke - u p  c a l l  t o  t h e  

government, fertilizer sellers 

and the farmers.
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The increase in price of fertilizer has thrown Nigeria into a serious catastrophe, whereas uncountable Nigerians have also been living from 
hand to mouth while others are forced to beg for money to buy fertilizer and apply on their farms. ADAM YUSUF MUHAMMAD writes.

“To get out of these plights of insufficient food in the 
country,  the government should create a direct 
linkage between them and the final users of 
fertilizers.  This is because; when the government 
subsidized the fertilizer,  the whole sellers and the 
retailers will triple the price before it reaches the 

consumer just as it is evident today where the 

government price is five thousand five hundred 

Naira (5500)  but the subsidized fertilizer is today 
been sold by business men to farmers for seventeen 
thousand Naira (17,000).”

Hunger kills as fertilizer fires up
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