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been evacuated. See us and 

our bags where they left us 

in Sudan. We have not been 

evacuated oh!
"We are calling wealthy 

Igbo men like Arthur Eze, 

people who are known for 

helping people to come to 

aide."
Meanwhi le ,  N iger ian 

t w i t t e r  u s e r s  h a v e  

l a m b a s t e d  t h e  

Chairman/CEO of Nigerians 

in the Diaspora Commission 

(NiDCOM) Abike Dabiri-

Erewa, describing her as 

"tribal bigot".

things went well but I want 

to inform him and other 

Nigerians that things are 

not going well. See where 

they left Igbos to die while 

the news going on in 

Nigeria is that we have 

who could help us. Our 

brother Allen Onyeama of 

Air Peace brought out 

planes that will carry 

people from Egypt to 

home. He is there doing 

everything to ensure that 

and left us that are Igbos. 

W h e n  w e  e n t e r e d  

evacuation vehicle three 

days ago, we were asked to 

come down. Everything 

has entered into politics.
"We are being our people 

He said: "We are here in 

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Khartoum, they are doing 

e va cua t i o n  p r o j e c t ,  

evacuation of stranded 

Nigerians. They came and 

carried those they carried 

ome stranded 

N i g e r i a n s  i n  Swarring Sudan 

have accused officials of 

the Nigerian embassy in 

the evacuation exercise 

o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  

against Nigerian South-

East ethnic group – the 

Igbo.
In a viral video, seen by 

Saha raRepo r t e r s  o n  

Tuesday, a Nigerian of Igbo 

ethnic group is seen 

lamenting the level of 

discrimination against 

Igbos in a foreign land to 

the extent that after entry 

into evacuation buses, they 

were allegedly asked to 

come down in Sudan.
He claimed that Nigerian 

authorit ies evacuated 

stranded Nigerians in war-

torn Sudan by state of 

Origin and left Igbos 

behind.
The man in viral video 

adorned in black attires, 

who  spoke  i n  I gbo  

language, stated they were 

asked to come down from 

the bus that conveyed 

other stranded Nigerians 

from other ethnic groups 

on Saturday and Sunday to 

Egypt.
The young man in the 

video, however appealed to 

wealthy Igbo men to come 

to their aide.

Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong, CON (left) putting heads together with the Nigerian Labour Congress, 
Chairman, Plateau State, Comrade Eugene Manji during the 2023 May Day celebration on Monday at the Rwang Pam Township 
Stadium, Jos.                                              PHOTO: DANLADI DUK
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workers”.
Obaseki disclosed this 

wh i le  de l iver ing h is  
address during the 2023 
May Day celebration held 
at the Samuel Ogbemudia 
Stadium, in Benin City.

The Governor,  who 
r e a s s u r e d  t h a t  h i s  
government would sustain 
reforms and projects to 
improve the welfare of 
workers and ensure better 
livelihoods for the Edo 

people, urged workers in 
the country to shift from 
the tradition of reacting 
when policies that affect 
them have already been 
made but take charge and 
ensure full transparency 
and accountability of 
government's policies and 
programmes.

He said, “It would be a 
miracle for the Federal 
Government and State 
Governments to pay 

salaries beyond June this 
year without resorting to 
massively printing money 
or removing fuel subsidy.

“Either of these decisions 
will bring more hardship 
and pain to Nigerians, 
particularly workers.

“We must all make sure 
that the burden and pain of 
these measures, which 
must be taken, are not 
carried by workers alone. 
Workers must now rise and 

ensure that they champion 
any discussion on subsidy 
removal.

“You must shift from the 
tradition of reacting when 
these policies have been 
made but insist that you 
take charge and ensure full 
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  
disclosure.

“If we are all undertaking 
a reform, then the benefits 
and pains that will come 

DO State Governor, EGodwin Obaseki, has 
said it would be a miracle 
for the Federal and State 
Governments to pay 
salaries beyond June 2023 
without depending on 
massively printing money 
or removing fuel subsidy.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
Governor, “either of these 
decisions will bring more 
hardship and pain to 
Nigerians, particularly 

EU trains 1000
youths on

conflict
management

Nigeria’s foreign reserves drop by $1.82b in four months

500 pregnant women benefit from Hospital ‘health gathering

SEC blacklist six online trading platforms

Nigerians react as Igbos in 
Sudan lament discrimination

FG may resort to printing money for salaries - Obaseki

Obaseki
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out of the reforms must be 
mutually shared by all 
Nigerians, not just the 
downtrodden.

“I am proud to say that 
Edo workers are currently 
the best-paid workers in 
N i g e r i a .  W h e n  w e  
announced the increment 
of the minimum wage to 
N40,000 at this venue last 
year, I expected that the 
Federal Government and 
other State Governments 
w o u l d  f o l l o w  s u i t  
immediately but I am 
surprised that it has taken 
them one year already.

“My promise to Edo 
workers here today is that 
the day the Federal 
Government is able to pay 
its new minimum wage and 
hand over a cheque to any 
federal worker, that day, 
we will match the Federal 
Government and do the 
same for state workers.

“As your Governor, I will 
ensure that workers are 
fairly treated so that your 
take-home pay can really 
take you home. Our 
government has kept faith 
with prompt and regular 
payment of staff salaries 
and retirees' benefits in the 
state in the last six years.

“As a tradition, salaries 
are paid latest on the 26th 
day of every month and for 
any holiday celebrations, 
our workers are paid 
before the celebration so 
that they have money to 
celebrate.

“We currently do not owe 
arrears of promotion in Edo 
State because I have 
approved the promotion of 
all staff for 2022, which I 
believe will boost the 
morale of staff and the 
pe r f o rmance  o f  ou r  
workers.

“Our vision is to make Edo 
State the best place to 
work and live in Nigeria.

“ I  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
sacrifices of our workers 
and their unwavering 
dedication and zeal as 
these have led to the 
growth and development 
of our dear State in the last 
six years despite the 
difficulty suffered following 
the poor management of 
the nation by the Federal 
Government.

Our workers are the 
unsung heroes of society 
and the engine that powers 
our economy and we will 
continue to prioritise your 
welfare.

“This is why we will 
continue to embark on a 
series of reforms to boost 
y o u r  m o r a l e  a n d  
productivity, ensuring the 
r ight incent ives and 
enabling the environment 
to deliver quality service to 
Edo people.

“This is in addition to the 
reforms we have embarked 
o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  
healthcare, technology, 

economy, agriculture, and 
many other sectors.

“We are investing in 
Infrastructure to provide 
our workers with a 
modern, more equipped, 
a nd  d i gn i f i e d  wo r k  
environment to enable 
them to become more 
productive and deliver 
quality service to our 
people.

“We are installing fibre 
optic cables across all 
Local Governments so that 
government offices will 
now have an internet 
connection. The John 
Odigie Oyegun Service 
Academy is the best in 
Afr ica and is  being 
effectively used daily to 
train our workers to make 
them the best in Africa.

“We have removed all 
processes of interference 
with our recruitment 
exercise to ensure that the 
recruitment process is 
free, fair, and merit-based.

“We have also kicked off 

the policy to ensure that 
any s tudent  o f  Edo 
extraction, who makes a 
first class in any University 
in Nigeria, is given an 
opportunity for automatic 
employment into the 
state's civil and public 
service as we want the 
best.

“I appeal to workers to 
ensure they register in the 
health insurance scheme 
and utilise it effectively.”

Dignitaries at the May 
Day celebration event in 
the state included the Edo 
State Deputy Governor, 
Philip Shaibu; Secretary to 
Edo State Government, 
Osarodion Ogie; Edo State 
Head of Service, Anthony 
Okungbowa; Chief of Staff 
to the Governor, Hon. 
Osaigbovo Iyoha; Speaker, 
Edo State House of  
Assembly, Rt. Hon. Marcus 
Onobun; and the Chief 
Judge of Edo State, Hon. 
Justice Itsebaga Acha, 
amongst others.

N I G E R I A ’ S  f o r e i g n  

exchange reserves have 

dropped by $1.82 billion 

over the past four months, 

official data and reports 

have shown.
It was indicated that the 

f o r ex  r e se r ves  had  

suf fered consecut ive 

d e c l i n e s  s i n c e  t h e  

beginning of this year, a 

development that has 

raised fears the economy 

may be heading for 

tougher times in the 

months ahead.
According to one of the 

reports, the forex reserves 

dropped by $47.83 million 

last week to close the four-

month period at $35.36 

billion as against $37.08 

billion recorded at the 

close of 2022. The April 

2023 closing position 

represented the lowest 

point in recent months.
A n a l y s t s  w e r e  

unenthusiastic about the 

outlook for the nation's 

forex reserves, with most 

experts expecting the 

reserves to continue 

deteriorating, a scenario 

that could worsen the 

country's currency risks and 

delay recovery.
A member of Presidential 

Economic Advisory Council 

(PEAC), Mr. Bismarck 

Rewane, who spoke to The 

Nation, described the 

outlook for the country's 

forex reserves as negative.
“The external reserve is 

expected to continue its 

downward trend in the 

coming weeks as major 

sources of forex inflows 

deteriorate.
“ T h i s  w o u l d  b e  

compounded by an adverse 

ruling in the ongoing P & ID 

trial. The $11bn arbitral 

award accounts for about 30 

per cent of gross external 

reserves,” Rewane stated.
R e w a n e ,  M a n a g i n g  

D i rector  o f  F inanc ia l  

Der i va t i ves  Company  

(FDC), said the implication 

of the declining reserves 

was likely worsening of the 

c o u n t r y ' s  e x t e r n a l  

imbalance and limitation of 

the Central Bank of Nigeria 

(CBN)'s supply of foreign 

exchange to support the 

naira at the forex market.
He noted that CBN's 

inability to meet up the 

pressure of its managed 

exchange rate would lead to 

further depreciation of the 

naira.
The naira is currently 

trading at N740.00/$ at the 

parallel market – N277 gap 

ahead of N463.00 per dollar 

at the official Investors and 

Exporters (I & E) Window of 

the Central Bank of Nigeria 

(CBN).
Other analysts agreed that 

Nigeria's shaky forex 

reserves position and 

currency crisis were directly 

due to the CBN's currency 

management stance.
The apex bank's fixed-

rate, controlled exchange 

po l i cy  has  seen the  

emergence of parallel 

markets with some N277 

basis points between the 

official rate and the market-

driven, unofficial parallel 

market.

Nigeria's foreign 
reserves drop by 

$1.82b in four months

THE  Secu r i t i e s  and  
Exchange Commission 
(SEC) has blacklisted six 
online trading platforms.

The source gathered that 
the development is part of 
the Commission's move to 
crack down on illegal and 
u n r e g i s t e r e d  f i r m s  
pu rpo r t i ng  t o  o f f e r  
investment and finance 
services and products.

“The  Commiss i on ' s  
attention has been drawn 
to the under-listed e-
commerce companies and 
their websites offering 
online trading platforms to 
the investing public.

“They are not registered 
by the SEC Nigeria and the 
financial services offered 
by them are also not 
authorized,” SEC said in a 
statement on Monday.

The blacklisted firms 
include Prime Invest and 
Primeinv.co, FXBoxed, 
New Finance LLC and New 
Fx Limited, Axi24, Evolve 
Consulting LCC and Trust 
Fund-Mining Global Pty 

SEC blacklists six online trading platforms

Limited.
“Members of the public 

are advised to adopt the 
greatest dil igence in 
m a k i n g  i n v e s t m e n t  
choices. In view of the 
above, the general public 

is hereby warned that any 
person dealing with the 
above-ment ioned  e-
commerce websites is 
doing so at his or her own 
risk,” the Commission 
warned.

The SEC further warned 
t h e  p u b l i c  a g a i n s t  
patronising a set of firms 
blacklisted by Italy's 
secur i t ies  regu la tor,  
Commissione Nazionale 
per le Soecieta' e la Borsa 
(CONSOB).

CONSOB had blacklisted 
f i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  e -
commerce websites for 
offering unauthorised and 
f raudu l en t  f i nanc i a l  
services. It also ordered 
Internet Service Providers 
(ISP) operating in Italy to 
block public access to the 
blacklisted websites and 
called on prospective 
investors to adopt the 
greatest dil igence in 
m a k i n g  i n v e s t m e n t  
choices.

The blacklisted websites 
i n c l u d e d  C M S  o r  
capmarketstrategy. io, 
Bitsterzio, Invest Atlas, 
Ether-Arena Limited and 
E ther-Arena  L im i ted  
o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  
veneab.co.

Lamido

500 pregnant women benefit from Hospital ‘health gathering’
OVER 500 pregnant  
women across Oyo State 
on Monday benefitted from 
the bi-annual Ibadan 
Central Hospital health 
initiative tagged: “Health 

Gathering”.
The event, according to 

the Medical Director of the 
hospital, Muyiwa Bewaji, 
was part of activities 
m a r k i n g  t h e  2 5 t h  

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  
hospital.

Bewaji said the event was 
to appreciate and sensitise 
pregnant women on 
importance of anti-natal 
and what to expect during 
pregnancy.

Bewaji said the event was 
to appreciate and sensitise 
pregnant women on 
importance of anti-natal 
and what to expect during 
pregnancy.

Ac co rd i ng  t o  h im ,  
pregnant women were 
basically chosen for the 
program having realised 
role of mothers in the 
society and importance of 
maternal healthcare.

He maintained that 
maternal mortality rate in 
Southwest is at lower rate 

compared to what it used 
to be decades ago courtesy 
o f  s e n s i t i s a t i o n  o f  
pregnant women and 
f o c u s  a n t i - n a t a l  
healthcare.

He said, “We sensistise 
them on importance of 
anti-natal care, what to 
expect during pregnancy 
and for them to know how 
to take care of their child 
after delivery.

“We also give them gift 
inform of raffle draw, this 
year's event is special 
because it coincides with 
our 25th anniversary, we 
are having another section 
for children that were born 
in this hospital over a 
decade ago by next week, 
we are taking care of 
mothers this week.”

Salami

Bewaji

FG may resort to printing money for 
salaries
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Governor Simon Bako Lalong, CON acknowledging cheers from Nigerian 
Workers during the May Day celebrations

NIPSS Director of Research, Prof. Pam Dung Sha (left) who was guest 
speaker with the Chief of the State, Justice David Mann at the 2023 May 
Day

Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong waving at the 
Nigerian Workers on arrival at the Stadium

NUPPPPROW Plateau State, led by Comrade Fwengak Daniel Yilbisa 
during the March Pass

Chairman and members of NUBIFIE demonstrating with Nigeria naira 
notes at the celebration

Chief of Staff Government House, Hon. Noel Dongjur (middle) with 
DOPPA, Dr. Makut Simon Macham (left) and the representative of the 
Chairman, Jos North LGC, Hon. Ezekiel Shina Agada, Deputy Chairman of 
the Council

Chief Judge, Justice David Mann (left) with the Speaker, Rt. Hon. Yakubu 
Yackson Sanda and others at the celebrations

NUJ Vice Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo, Chief Scribe of the NUJ, Comrade 
Peter Amine with other members of the Pen Proffession

2023 MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS
Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC), Plateau State Council and Trade Union Congress of Nigeria (TUC) on Monday celebrated the 2023 

May Day with the theme: Workers Right & Socio-Economic Justice at the Rwang Pam Township Stadium, Jos
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Mothers Day is considered as a 
very auspicious moment to 
celebrate the daily role of 
mothers in shaping not only the 
home front but also the society at 
large. It is indeed an occasion 
that calls for reflection on who a 
mother is.

If one is to ask every individual 
to narrate the story of  his  or her 
upbringing, 8 out of 10 would 
ascribe their success in life to 
their mothers. The fact remains 
that a typical Nigerian mother 
represent many things to 
different folks. These mothers 
may be married yet are sole bread 
winners, some are teenage 
mothers, some are widows, some 
are barren, while some are called 
mothers simply because they are  
married despite all forms of 
n e g l e c t ,  b i t t e r n e s s  a n d  
frustration.

Some are barely hanging on in 

failed marriages just for the sake 
of their children while some are 
afraid of the way society will look 
at them if they quit the institution 
called marriage. Unfortunately, 
many of them are suffering in 
silence from the hands of some 
mindless husbands who see 
nothing good about their wives 
no matter the effort and no 
matter the sacrifice put in by their 
spouses.

A good mother  may be 
described as one who is God 
fearing, honest, faithful, patient, 
loyal, loving  and caring among 
other  virtues. Must often she is 
the Chief cook of the house 
whereby she ensures that the 
family meals are well prepared, 
sometimes she sacrifices her own 
portion incase the food wouldn't 
be enough to go round, she does 
not sleep if the children go to bed 
on empty stomach.

She is the teacher of the family 
who makes sure the children do 
their school home work. She is 
also the chief law officer who 
enforces disciplinary measures in 
case there is any breach of the 
house rules.  A mother also 
serves as the Director of finance 
and supplies of the family by 
m a k i n g  s u r e  f i n a n c i a l  
expenditure and income is well 
appropriated while she also in 
most cases is the chaplain of the 
family who ensures that prayers 

are observed.
Don't forget she is the nursing 

mother of the home who makes 
sure no one in the family goes sick 
and above all, she plays the role 
of a mother to both the husband  
the children while still stepping up 
her role in the other room just to 
keep body and soul together.

Looking closely at the bulk of  
our mothers in our present day 
Nigeria, one  may not be wrong to 
say that our mothers in the 
villages and even in the urban 
centers are yet to find the desired  
respite particularly on the part of 
the illiterate ones whose day 
begins with toiling from morning  
to sunset just to make ends meet 
for their families. Nowadays 
women who are mothers are 
involved in menial jobs such as 
mason farming, stone crushing, 
taxi/keke driving house cleaning 
apart from those who are 
involved in petty trading in the 
market and so on.

Although mothers can be 
referred  as the conscience of the 
family, here I am talking about 
mothers who will not abandoned 
their responsibilities and end up 
being mothers who are found 
hanging in brotels drinking, 
smoking and prostituting. And 
not  mothers  that  wou ld  
compromise moral standards to 
tolerate their children hanging 
out with bad company or those of 
them who chastise their wards for 
coming back home late at night or 
those mothers who will always 
call their children to order. Also, a 
good mother will not allow her 
children to become armed 
robbers, bandits, kidnappers and 
terrorists. Good mothers are not 
busy bodies who will destabilize 
peaceful homes and destroy 
relationships among relatives, 
friends and associates. What 
about mothers who  roundly 
condemn abortions by their 
daughters because,  such 

negative aspects endangers the 
well-being of the family circle 
which a woman is expected to 
play a good motherly role for the 
moral rejuvenation of the family 
and indeed the society especially 
where the husbands are either 
absentee heads of household or 
are just sitting on the fence.

Today our mothers either dead 
or alive should be celebrated for 
their sacrifice, love and care. 
Some could not even live to see 
what the fruit of what their 
labour have become. But l owe 
them a debt of gratitude for 
raising us up in both good and 
bad times. Let those fond 
memories of our sweet mothers  
inspire us to greatness while we 
must in return take proper care 
of them as a matter of 
r e spons i b i l i t y  and  good  
consc ience.  SMS ONLY- 
kennethd1966@gmail.com
08098181805

. 

WATER  is life, goes a very 

popular saying: This cannot be 

distant  from the truth. “No 

homo sapiens and even 

animals and other things can 

survive without the usage of 

water. It is an inescapable 

n e c e s s i t y  f o r  h u m a n  

existence. 
Its multi-purpose usuage is 

legendary we need water to 

bath, we need water to wash 

our dirty cloths we need water 

to cook, we even need water 

to wash our cars and fill the 

water tanks.
Of recent, Jos city and its 

environs have been enmeshed 

with water scarcity. Virtually, 

all the communities in Jos 

have  been  w i t ne s s i ng  

unprecedented, severely 

biting water scarcity. People 

cannot  property undertake 

their domestic chores because 

of scarcity of this very 

“essential commodity”. While 

being austere with the usage 

of water, if available at all 

some domestic chores are left 

undone.
Needless to say, water 

vendors nay water tankers 

have now taken the centre 

stage, in the provision of this 

necessity. Apart from makng 

brisks business, the water 

vendors have become lords 

onto themselves. An ugly  

incident was averted recently 

in one community in Jos.

The story goes thus: A 

desperate person who was 

desirous of water to cook his 

meal came across a water 

vendor to buy. The water 

vendor reported that the water 

was not available. Angered by 

the reply from the water 

vendor while he was seeing 

jericans full of water, the man 

lost his temper and was ready 

for fist-cuff.
It took the intervention of a 

passer by before the looming 

fight was aborted. Why the 

refusal to sell the water to the 

patronize? The water vendor 

dutifully reveals that, they said 

water had been booked. You 

find it funny and ridiculous? 

No, that was visibly the home 

truth because the water 

vensor saidhe was in business 

and if the water was not 

booked, he would have sold 

same and went back for 

another round of water supply.
And what about the cost of 

the water, Hitherto, a 50 liters 

jerican of water in the said 

community sold for twenty 

(25) to thirty (30) naira, has 

now lip-frog to fifty (50) naira  

and above. In the face of the 

economic hardship, the poor 

folks who can not afford this  

“exorbitant” costs have only 

one rescuer only water-the 

dirty river of streams in the 

neighborhood.
Though boreholes (with all 

the attendant effects on the 

earth surface) abound in some 

of these vicinities, water 

scarcity still persists. It is 

either the boreholes are 

malfunctioning or those being 

powered by NEPA (sorry, JED) 

are out of use as a result of the 

“usual” power outrage. Inspite 

of this, whenever the water is 

available at the borehole, it is 

the same typical story of the 

Nigerian shylock. Must sell at 

the same price like the known 

water vendors.
Indeed, apart from the 

boreholes, where those water 

vendors and the water 

tankerdrivers ferry their 

products’ to the un suspecting 

consumers remain unknown. 

No kidding, yours sincerely, 

feeling thirty attempted to 

drink water in one household 

at the neighbourhood, lo and 

behold, the
 water smells. what about 

the rains? We are already at 

the twilight of April which by 

ordinary estimation, the 

heavens should have opened 

with bounteous rains. Alas, it 

has been some isolated cases 

of drizzling. The other day we 

were discussing with a friend 

on this precarious situation of 

water scarcity. What he offers 

was not hope but stark 

g loom.  He  asked  me  

rhetorically. Don't you know 

that there is climate change? 

He said what used to be 

obtainable then, may not be 

feasible now.
With this scurry scenario of 

water scarcity, particularly in 

a densely populated city like 

Jos, the propensity of the 

outbreak of water borne 

diseases is high. The 

committant effect, sure 

would be monumental. 

Without having hospital 

records at one's disposal, one 

can say that, this water 

scarcity might have sent 

some innocent citizens to 

their early graves. May the 

good Lord help us all.

BY KENNETH DARENG

Tribute to Nigerian mothers

A good mother  may be described as one who is God 

fearing, honest, faithful, patient, loyal, loving  and caring 

among other  virtues. Must often she is the Chief cook of 

the house whereby she ensures that the family meals are 

well prepared, sometimes she sacrifices her own portion 

incase the food wouldn't be enough to go round, she does 

not sleep if the children go to bed on empty stomach.

It took the intervention of a passerby before the 

looming fight to finish was aborted. And why the 

refusal to sell the water to the patronize? The water 

vendor dutifully reveals that, they said water had 

been booked. You find it funny and ridiculous? No, 

that was visibly he was in business and if the water 

was not booked, he would have sold same and go 

back for another round of water supply.

By VICTOR ALI

Water scarcity and health 
hazard
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Governor Lalong, CON addressing the Nigerian Workers during the 2023 
May Day

Members of the organised Labour during the 2023 March-Pass at the 
Stadium

From left are, Comrade Steve Aluko of the Civil Society Group, Chief 
Benjamin Zoyong Jang, Commissioner, Science and Technology and the 
Commissioner for Information and Communication, Hon. Dan Manjang

From left are, The Nigeria Standard newspapers, Government House 
Correspondent, Palang Kasmi, News Agency of Nigeria Correspondent, 
Government House, Martha Agas and the NUJ Assignment Editor, Pam 
Musa, Telegraph Newspaper State Correspondent

Cross section of workers listening to the Governors address

Commissioner of Health, Dr. Nimkong Lar Ndam (left) with the Ministry’s 
Permanent Secretary, Engr. Benjamin Gotan at the Workers Day 
celebration

NLC Chairman, Comrade Eugene Manji, TUC Chairman, Comrade Kenneth 
Shammah and others applauding the Governor, Simon Bako Lalong, CON 
for personally attending the 2023 May Day celebration

State Chief Judge , Justice David Mann, Rt. Hon. Yakubu Yackson Sanda 
with other members of the State Assembly
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2023 MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS
Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC), Plateau State Council and Trade Union Congress of Nigeria (TUC) on Monday celebrated the 2023 

May Day with the theme: Workers Right & Socio-Economic Justice at the Rwang Pam Township Stadium, Jos



A woman was left outraged 
when her date left her at a 
bus stop in the 'freezing 
cold' instead of giving her a 
lift - and called her clingy 
for wanting to get home 
safely

The world of dating can be 
tricky to navigate, but one 
woman has been left 
furious after her date 
seemingly had no idea how 
to treat someone he was 
supposed to care about - as 
he left her stranded at a 
bus stop in the snow 
instead of offering her a lift 
home in his car.

In an anonymous post, 
the woman shared text 
messages between herself 
and her date, in which she 
c a l l e d  h i m  o u t  f o r  
"dumping" her at a bus 
stop in the "freezing cold", 
and also said she had felt 
unsafe while waiting for the 
bus as she was on her own 
and in the dark.

A n d  a l t h o u g h  s h e  
expected her date to 
understand his mistake, he 
instead called her "needy" 
and "clingy" for expecting a 
safe ride home.

The text messages, which 
were shared on Reddit, 
began when the man asked 
the woman why she had 
"unmatched" with him on 
Tinder, to which she said: 
"Well, dumping me at a bus 
stop in the freezing cold 

without an explanation is a 
d**k move."

Her date initially tried to 
excuse his actions by 
claiming his roommate had 
a "medical emergency" and 
that he needed to rush 
home to take him to the 
hospital, but then added at 
the end of his message: 
"Didn't realise you're 
needy as f**k..."

The woman then replied: 
"I'm sorry to hear that. I 
hope your roommate is 
okay. But I don't think 
making sure I have a safe 
ride home after a date is 
being needy, especially 
when it was dark and 
freezing/snowing outside."

Then, the bloke took 
another turn as he accused 
her of creating "drama" 
and said that giving her a 
lift home shouldn't have 
been expected because he 
didn't see their date as 
serious.

He said: "Drama much? It 
was a hook-up, let's face it. 
Thought we understood 
each other. Don't be so 
clingy."

After the woman told him 
he was "missing the point", 
he ended the conversation 
with another message 
which read: "I'll let you 
calm down a little and dial 
down the drama before we 
talk again. I'm sorry you 
h a d  t h e s e  l o f t y  
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expectations.
"Let's meet up later this 

week and we can talk about 
it."

W h e n  p o s t i n g  t h e  
screenshots on Reddit, the 
woman wrote: "My Tinder 
match dumped me off at a 
bus stop in the freezing 
cold in the middle of the 
night. Apparently, I'm 
needy for wanting a safe 
ride home."

Commenters on the post 
urged the woman to block 
the man and not talk to him 
again, as many of them 
said he had no "respect" for 
her.

One person said: "Please 
block him and never 
communicate with him 
again, he clearly doesn't 
have an ounce of respect 
for you. Run and never look 
back!"

While another added: 
"He's absolutely devoid of 
respect. Even worse, he's 
blaming you for his a**hole 
behaviour and proceeds to 
n o t  t a k e  a n y  
responsibility."

And a third wrote: "This 
was infuriating to read. As 
much as an asshole move 
this was, I'm kinda glad he 
didn't drive you home so he 
doesn't know where you 
live (assuming he didn't 
pick you up there). Bullet 
dodged."

Source: The Mirror

AS a Christian, I have formed the habit of 
looking at historical Biblical stories with 
keen interest in most recent times. For 
sure, some of these stories of great men 
and women of the old have taught us a lot 
about the changing signs of our time. While 
in some cases, such stories have taught us 
to guard our loins, be diligent and continue 
to exhibit high sense of responsibility in our 
anticipated obligations, some have 
continued to remind us that nothing in this 
world last for ever. Each of these Biblical 
stories have served as pragmatic source of 
inspiration in our journey of life.

As such, one of these exciting stories of 
the Holy Bible found in the Old Testament is 
none other than that of Pharaoh of Egypt. In 
the days of Moses who was called by God to 
liberate the people of Israel from captivity, 
the end of the entire episode of the 
liberation of the people of Israel did not turn 
out a child's play. While for the people of 
Israel, it was a perfect situation of answered 
prayers, the Egyptians perspective was that 
of anguish and sorrow. Come to think of it 
however, the liberation of the children of 
Israel in the Red Sea was one of the 
significant Biblical stories which has 
continued to remind us not to conclude that 
God is not interested in the affairs of men.

Pharaoh was so influential and wealthy to 
a point that he lost touch with reality. Aside 
the slaves he had working in several fields 
across Egypt,  he a lso managed 
spontaneous wealth and power as a 
ruthless ruler in his time. Amid sycophants 
who were praising him even when he goes 
wrong, many were able to benefit from his 
acts of personal aggrandizement and 
wealth as the case may be. Unfortunately, 
he was unable to decode the fact that a 
moment of transition had come after Moses 
requested he set the people of God  free. 
Since he had all which humanity needed 
and could eat and have almost everything 
at his disposal, he never gave it a thought 
about other vulnerable subjects of his who 
had perhaps nothing. Pharaoh had no clue 
that whatever had a beginning must 
definitely have an end. Pharaoh must have 
also forgotten that his time was up even as 
he had transformed himself into a monster 
and one of the wicked leaders of ancient 
history.

Yet, Pharaoh was too power-drunk to 
appreciate the reality of the fact that his 
time was up and that he must 
unconditionally let the Israelis go back 
home. On the contrary, Pharaoh had 
concluded that diamonds are forever. At the 
end of it all however, one of Egypt's wicked 
rulers was destroyed alongside his family, 
regiment and other unrepentant 
sycophants right from his city center  to the 
epic stage of the drama in the Red Sea.

Fast forward this scenario  to our 
contemporary times, we also had rulers in 
the likes of Idi Amin of Uganda, Mobutu 
Sese Seko of Zaire, Gaddafi of Libya, and 
even our own General Sani Abacha of 
Nigeria who became tyrants and never 
imagined that power had its eventual end.  
Throughout their reign, these tyrants never 
gave it a thought that there is a time and 
season for everything in this fragile world of 
ours. Without the fear of God, these 
ruthless rulers decided the fate of 
thousands and killed many innocent souls 
who opposed them.

At the end, all these despots and tyrants 
were eventually humbled by God in a 
miserable way and manner. Their fall from 
grace to grass was a lesson which would not 
be forgotten for more decades to come. 
Unfortunately, some of them have been 
inducted into our history books as leaders 
who were barbaric and complete failures as 
far as their obligations to changing 
humanity for the better was and or is  
concern. 

Fast forward this development to our 
today, most of our politicians have not 
learned any lesson from these obvious 
experiences of the past. Many of them have 
continued to think that any opportunity 
given them by God to serve will not go with 
the wind someday. Some of them also think 
such lucrative positions which they occupy 
is but an opportunity to subjugate the 
common man and make him subservient for 
life. One is not surprised as many of them 
have been too engaged to read their Bibles 
and understand the benefits of becoming 
servant leaders. Worse of it all is that when 
an elected official has no developmental 
blueprint for the possible transformation of 
his immediate community; the electorates 
suffers the most. In this case, while such an 
office holder is knee-deep into looting the 
scarce economic resources, his people are 
left wallowing in abject poverty and 
unending lamentations. No doubt, over 90 
percent of the unprecedented difficulties 
and challenges Nigeria is facing today is 
attributed to the issue of administrative 
ingenuity by the political class. It is also not 
far-fetched that the selfish interest of our 
pol i t ica l  c lass couple with their  
retrogressive ideological disposition have 
contributed to crippling  the prospects of 
this nation. It is unimaginable for instance 
that despite the huge human and natural 
resources this country is blessed with; we 
are still struggling to find our footings in the 
scheme of things. If one should put into use 
the amount of monies stolen from our 
national treasury since the advent of this 
democratic dispensation in 1999, no 
Nigerian citizen would have been suffering 
the way and manner more than half of our 
population are experiencing at the moment. 

Unfortunately, many citizens of the nation 
have become lovers of themselves and 
careless about the progress of the country.  
Though we all know that it would  be 
difficult to entrench monarchical democracy 
and or regional political gimmick in a 
heterogeneous nation where everyone 
needs a sense of belonging, some cynics 
have continued to tow this path to plunge 
the nation in chaos and a state of anarchy. 
We cannot continue to dwell on issues which 
promotes disunity, political imposition and 
or disrespect to one another and think that 
it shall be well with us as a struggling 
developing nation of the world.

The truth is; nothing last forever and even 
this tenure of elected political officeholders 
and the offices they occupy shall always 
pass away. I wish our political juggernauts 
and those who govern us with iron first 
including those who loot our common 
resources will have a rethink and fear God 
by doing the needful so that their names will 
be written in gold when they are no longer 
occupants of such offices. I wish that our 
political officeholders will see reason that 
Nigeria is at the moment sitting on a time 
bomb where any wrong move will lead to 
our complete disintegration. Knowing too 
well the various challenges this country is 
managing to overcome, it is becoming 
obvious that we must all sacrifice the little 
we can for the general interest of the 
citizens of the nation. 

If the late President Nelson Mandela who 
had the opportunity to continue leading 
South Africa on a platter of gold refused to 
do so when the ovation was high, it should 
serve as a lesson to many of our political 
leaders to emulate. Our leaders must desist 
from any form of manipulation which is 
aimed at promoting elitism to the detriment 
of the common man  as has been the case 
all these years. We must begin to believe in 
our nation and its prospects and sacrifice 
the least we can towards laying a solid 
foundation for national integration and 
growth of our beloved motherland.  

Pharaohs and the rest of us

'My date ditched me at a bus stop' 



AS I was wondering on how my 

daughter would return back to 

school after the break, my mind 

was full of troubles considering 

the text I had earlier received 

from the authorities of the school 

warning all parents that all those 

who had not settled their 

outstanding school fees should 

not even think of showing their 

faces at the gate of the school as 

no defaulter would be given 

access to the premises. Though I 

had to split my last salary into two 

to ensure each of my children had 

something to give to their school 

authorities as a possible bail-out, I 

was troubled deep down my mind 

that something was and is still 

wrong with the unfortunate 

unfolding developments in the 

country. This is all linked to the 

issue of the epileptic payments of 

salaries to civil servants in Nigeria. 
Feeling so embarrassed about 

m y  d a u g h t h e r ' s  s c h o o l  

resumption saga, I had to 

cunningly lure my wife to help me 

take the girl to school and beg the 

authorities for more time to 

enable me complete the rest of the 

required fees, which she did. Our 

daughter was allowed passage but 

with an assurance of a specific 

grace of time frame to settle the 

fees. Unfortunately for me, the girl 

on gett ing to her school 

subsequently discovered that she 

had forgotten some of her books 

at home and common sense this 

time round convinced me to 

shoulder the responsibility of 

taking the books to her. As I drove 

to the school the following 

morning, I could see students in 

some secondary schools adjacent 

to that of my daughter which have 

refused defaulters entry for study.
Shocked about what I was 

witnessing, I turned to my left and 

asked a colleague of mine who 

accompanied me as to why 

should government schools 

knowing too well that salaries 

had not been paid for months 

also send students out of school. 

Both of us thus kept on 

wondering why these innocent 

students would go through this 

traumatic experience for no fault 

of theirs.
Mind you, a day earlier, my wife 

hard complained that she was in 

pains and anguish because of a 

suborn tooth which had refused 

to allow her sleep. Immediately 

after I got to know the 

predicament confronting her, I 

decoded that it is only money 

that would solve this problem. 

Without wasting much time, I 

had to call a dentist friend of 

mine who told me to bring her to 

his hospital for treatment.
Without a kobo in my pocket, I 

drove my wife to the hospital and 

even summoned the courage to 

ask my dentist friend about the 

bill for the entire treatment. His 

response added to my already 

troubled mind.
After taking a look at me for a 

long time, my dentist friend 

smiled and informed me, '' let's 

save your wife first after which 

we can talk of the bill later''
After my wife's tooth was 

eventually removed, I still 

summoned the courage to ask 

my dentist friend the second time 

about the bill which I was 

obligated to settle. Perhaps 

knowing too well the struggles in 

my life, he smiled and ask; have 

you been paid any salary? Please 

take this prescription and get to 

the nearest pharmacy for the 

drugs, she needs it urgent.
So stunt to my marrow with 

surprise, I was left in between 

thanking him for the treatment 

he had just offered without 

reciprocation and or saving my 

face before my wife as the bread 

winner of the house who should 

have with all pleasure pay this 

fee without much stress. After 

noticing how troubled I was, my 

wife's kind words temporarily 

restored the remaining hope left 

of me.
These experiences further 

h u m b l e d  m e  b e y o n d  

comprehension and further 

tempted me to take a glimpse 

into the sufferings of my other 

fellow workers in the country who 

hardly have anything to eat at 

their various homes in this 

moment of tremendous trail. I 

cannot imagine that the Nigeria 

we used to know is not the one 

we are experiencing as a people 

today.
Just a few days back, it was 

announced in our church that we 

should pray for one particular 

woman who was suffering from 

organs failure and was unable to 

settle her hospital bills running 

into four hundred thousand 

naira. I was eventually informed 

that the woman died a few days 

later at home living behind this 

huge bill for her family to settle.
Even as I mourn the demise of 

this courageous woman, her 

death kept on reminding me of 

many others who have found 

themselves in such a precarious 

predicament in this country. 

People who due to lack of 

salaries are unable to buy drugs 

for themselves and are left at 

the mercy of death.
 During the good old days, we 

used to rush paying lunch bills 

amongst ourselves in the office 

after we visit any restaurantat 

break periods. This time around 

however, hardly do I see any 

colleague of mine going for 

lunch break but rather prefers to 

remain in their offices taking 

pure water and a few biscuits 

instead. 
It is against the background of 

this unfolding development that 

the Nigeria Labour Congress, 

NLC is keeping mute. This 

development has left me 

gasping for breath as almost all 

the states of this country have 

not paid civil servants salaries 

constantly.
Just imagine a situation 

whereby a civil servant has not 

received his or her salary for 

close to four months and hungry 

mouths are waiting at home not 

wanting to believe that salaries 

are not forthcoming. 
It seems therefore, this is 

perhaps the painful price we 

must all pay for the sins of voting 

our political class who care less 

about us and only loot our 

treasury at will so as to keep 

their family members in 

luxurious homes while the rest 

of us languish in abject poverty 

begging for bread to keep our 

body and soul together. 

View Point
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Since the present administration led by President Muhammadu Buhari assumed the throne of leadership, the citizens of the nation have continued to witness 
an overwhelming hardship never envisaged after the present democratic dispensation took over the mantle of leadership of the country in 1999. Though the 
present administration has done its best in the past towards turning around the fortunes of the country for the better, the precarious and ridiculous manner 
the citizens of this country have found themselves in as a result of unabated global economic meltdown and unprecedented rate of inflation has cast doubts 
on the minds of many people as to whether things will ever get better in the nearest future. BULUS GAMBO writes.

Nigeria: Waiting for workers' requiem

Nigerian workers are suffering and smiling

Just a few days back, it was announced in our 
church that we should pray for one particular 
woman who was suffering from organs failure 
and was unable to settle her hospital bills 
running into four hundred thousand naira. I 
was eventually informed that the woman died a 
few days later at home living behind this huge 
bill for her family to settle. Even as I mourn the 
demise of this courageous woman, her death 
kept on reminding me of many others who have 
found themselves in such a precarious 
predicament in this country. People who due to 
lack of salaries are unable to buy drugs for 
themselves and are left at the mercy of death.
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