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Although some progress was recorded under the agric sector in the past eight years, this still does not reflect in the state of food availability, 
accessibility and affordability across the country. ABDULKAREEM MOJEED, writes.

EIGHT years ago, when 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
took office, one of his promises 
was to diversify the oil-
d om ina t ed  e conomy  by  
u p s c a l i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
productivity through viable 
investments and enhancing 
farmers' capacity to plug into 
untapped opportunities across 
the sector's value chain.

The new president said 
Nigerians should “grow what 
they eat, and eat what they 
grow,” to boost local food 
production, increase foreign 
exchange earnings and reduce 
the country's food importation 
bill significantly.

In his inaugural speech in 
2015, Mr. Buhari also promised 
t o  r e d u c e  t h e  s o a r i n g  
unemployment figures in the 
country through the revival of 
the agriculture sector.

“Unemployment, notably 
youth unemployment, features 
s t rong ly  in  our  par ty ' s  
manifesto. We intend to attack 
the problem frontally through 
revival of agriculture, solid 
minerals mining as well as 
credits to small and medium size 
businesses to kick – start these 
enterprises. We shall quickly 
examine the best way to revive 
major industries and accelerate 
the revival and development of 
our railways, roads and general 
infrastructure,” Mr Buhari's 2015 
inaugural speech read in part.

In subsequent engagement 
with Nigerians, Mr Buhari said a 
database of unemployed but 
qualified youth had been 
developed under the National 
Social Investment Programme 
which can be used by the public 
and pr ivate  sectors  for  
recruitment purposes.

Cumulatively, nearly two 
million beneficiaries have 
rece ived a id under th is  
Programme apart from Anchors 
Borrowers Programme and 
School Feeding initiative each 
reaching two million recipients. 
And we will do more. Much 
more,” he said.

“On food security, our farmers 
have made great strides in local 
production of rice, maize, 
cassava, poultry, fertiliser, 
fisheries and sesame. We 
remain resolute in supporting 
t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  i n  
e m p h a s i s i n g  b a c k w a r d  
i n t e g ra t i o n  a n d  e x p o r t  
expansion plans.”

Under Mr Buhari, the agric 
ministry was managed by three 
ministers: Audu Ogbeh, Sabo 
N a n o n o  a n d  A b u b a k a r  
Muhammed.

Mr Ogbeh assumed office in 
December 2015 with the stated 
aim of restoring the lost glory of 
the agricultural sector, which 
was the mainstay of Nigeria's 
economy in the 1970s before the 
oil-boom. He recorded some 
significant successes within the 
f i rst  four years of  th is  

administration but faced several 
criticism following his approach 
to resolving the perennial 
farmer-herder clashes in the 
country. He was not returned as a 
minister after Mr Buhari was re-
elected for a second term in 
2019.

Mr Nanono, who succeeded Mr 
Ogbeh, was himself removed in 
September 2021, about two 
years after he was appointed due 
to his underperformance at the 
ministry. Mr Nanono was 
replaced by Mr Abubakar, who 
was the Minister of Environment.

In this report, PREMIUM TIMES 
examines key events and data 
that shaped the country's 
agricultural sector under Mr 
Buhari's eight years in office.

Investment and food self-
sufficiency

Mr Buhari launched the Anchor 
Borrowers Programme ( ABP) 
initiative established by the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) in 
November 2015, six months 
after his inauguration. The 
government intended to use the 
programme to create a linkage 
between anchor (companies) 
involved in the processing and 
small holder farmers (SHFs) of 
some specific agricultural 
commodities captured in the 
initiative. 

Beneficiaries of the programme 
are  sma l lho lder  fa rmers  
cultivating cereals (rice, maize, 
wheat etc.) cotton, roots and 
tubers, sugarcane, tree crops, 
legumes, tomato and livestock. 
Loans are disbursed to the 
beneficiary farmers through 
Deposit Money Banks (DMBs), 
D e v e l o p m e n t  F i n a n c e  
I n s t i t u t i o n s  (DF I s )  a nd  
Microfinance Banks (MFBs), 

w h i c h  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  
recognises as Participating 
Financial Institutions (PFIs).

Upon harvest, the farmers 
repay their loans by taking their 
harvest to 'anchors' who pay the 
cash equivalent to the farmers' 
accounts. The impacts of the 
initiative and the subsequent 
closure of Nigeria's border in 
2019 were evident in the 
increased local production of 
some key staple grains like rice 
and maize.

While unveiling rice pyramids 
produced by rice farmers under 
the ABP initiative across the 
country in Abuja last year, Mr 
Buhari said over 4.8 million 
smallholder farmers have been 
financed under the initiative 
across Niger ia to boost  
production of 23 agricultural 
commodities in the country.

For instance, before the 
initiation of the ABP programme, 
N i g e r i a ' s  a v e r a g e  r i c e  
production between 1999 and 
2015 was less than four million 
metric tonnes (mmt) annually. 
Between 1999 and 2015, the 
country's yearly milled rice 
production averaged 2.4 million 
metric tonnes.  However, upon 
the implementation of the ABP 
initiative, milled rice production 
increased  from 3.9 mmt in 2015 
to 4.5 mmt (15 per cent 
increase) in 2016, data 
published by the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) showed.

In 2017 and 2018, Nigeria's 
milled rice production averaged 
4.5 mmt, and rose to 5.0 mmt 
(11 per cent increase ) in 2019. 
In 2020, amidst the coronavirus 
pandemic and the devastating 
impacts of climate change and 

insecurity, production decreased 
to 4.8 mm but later rose to 5.3 
and 5.0 mmt in 2021 and 2022 
respectively.

Data also shows that Nigeria's 
yearly national production of 
maize (a major staple among 
Nigerians and a key raw material 
for livestock feed production) 
increased significantly between 
2014 and 2022. Nigeria's 
production figures rose from 
10.1 mmt in 2014 to 10.6mmt in 
2015 and 11.6 mmt ( 9.34 per 
cent increase) in 2016.

In 2017, the figure fell to 10.4 
mmt but leapt in 2018 to 11.0 
mmt. The country's maize 
production climbed further to 
12 .7  mmt  in  2019  but  
depreciated slightly to 12.4 mmt 
in 2020 due to Covid-19 impacts 
on food systems. Eventually, 
production picked up in 2021 to 
12.75 mmt and settled at 12.20 
mmt last year, the data showed.

In the eight years under the 
Buhari administration, average 
yearly maize production stood at 
11.7 mmt. Meanwhile, under the 
preceding administrations of 
presidents Olusegun Obasanjo, 
Musa Yar'Adua and Goodluck 
Jonathan, the yearly averages 
were 5.5 mmt, 7.3 mmt and 9.0 
mmt respectively, implying that 
progress has been consistent in 
the last 20 years. The rate of 
production between 2015 and 
2022 has improved Nigeria's 
ranking in the region and around 
the world. Nigeria now ranks 
14th and 13th among global 
milled rice and maize producers, 
respectively. Likewise, the data 
also revealed that Nigeria is 
currently the highest producer of 
rice in Africa, ahead of Egypt and 
it occupies the second spot 
among maize producers in 
Africa, trailing South Africa 
which ranks ninth globally.

Despite the success of the ABP, 
it had siginifact challenges. A 
2018 PREMIUM TIMES and 
Buharimeter investigation in five 
states – Lagos, Ekiti, Kebbi, 
Kaduna and Ebonyi – and in 
neighbouring Benin Republic, 
revealed that the ABP, which was 
touted as the answer to Nigeria's 
quest for self-sufficiency in rice 
production, failed in many places 
with the government unable to 
recoup a large chunk of the N55 
billion loan, already disbursed. 
The ABP gave rise to a multitude 
of angry farmers who claim the 
programme was hijacked by 
local politicians who disbursed 
funds to fake farmers and 
became a means of rewarding 
political patronage.

An effort by the Rice Farmers 
Association of Nigeria (RIFAN) to 
salvage the programme was 
m e r e l y  s l o g g i n g  b y  a s  
complaints of the supply of 
expired herbicide, bad seeds and 
other funding, threatened to 
derail it.

Under Mr Buhari, other notable 
agricultural policies launched 

include: Agriculture Promotion 

Policy (APP), Nigeria–Africa 

Trade  and  I nves tmen t  

P r o m o t i o n  P r o g r a m m e  

(NAT I PP ) ,  P r e s i d en t i a l  

Economic Diversif ication 

Initiative(PEDI), Zero Reject 

Initiative, Economic and 

Export Promotion Incentives, 

N a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

Technology and Innovation 

Policy (NATIP) and the Food 

security council among others.

The Presidential Fertiliser 

Initiative

Before Mr Buhari took office 

in 2015, Nigeria was a net 

importer of fertilisers. The 

major stock of blended 

fertiliser was usually shipped 

into the country as fully 

finished products. Even when 

Urea and Limestone granules, 

which constitute the raw 

materials required for the 

blending of fertilisers can be 

locally sourced, the existing 

blending plants in the country 

did not operate at their full 

capacity.

This took a turnaround after 

Mr Buhari launched the 

Presidential Fertiliser Initiative 

(PFI) in 2017 while making his 

budget presentation. It was in 

l ine with the effort to 

resuscitate Nigeria's moribund 

fertiliser blending plants in 

o r d e r  t o  b o o s t  l o c a l  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  f o o d  

production and as well achieve 

food security targets.

The launch was preceded by 

the visit of the King of Morocco, 

Mohammed VI, to Nigeria on 2 

December 2016, during which 

several agreements were 

reached by the two leaders. 

One of these agreements 

concerned a partnership 

be tween  the  Fe r t i l i s e r  

Producers and Suppliers of 

Nigeria (FEPSAN) and OCP, a 

s t a t e - o w n e d  M o r o c c a n  

company and a world leader in 

phosphate production and its 

derivatives. The principal goal 

was to boost Nigeria's capacity 

to blend NPK fertilisers locally 

at a much-subsidised price and 

sell to farmers at less than 

N6000.

Checks by PREMIUM TIMES 

revealed that  Niger ia 's  

fertiliser value chain through 

the PFI initiative witnessed 

significant restructuring, 

different from what it used to 

be in the years prior. Within 

this period, fertiliser plants in 

the country increased from 

seven to over 50 blending 

plants in the last eight years. 

However, efforts to increase 

the supply and reduce the cost 

of the commodity were in some 

c a s e s  t r u n c a t e d  b y  

middlemen.

By implication, many farmers 

across the country complained 

that they could not access or 

purchase the products at 

government-approved rates.

Buhari

How Nigeria's agriculture sector fared under Buhari







D FAITH PEACE AND PRO AN GRITY ESSUN D FAITH PEACE AND PRO AN GRITY ESSUN

he Executive Chairman Plateau State Internal Revenue Service Mr. Dashe 
Arlat Dasogot, Board members, Management and the entire Staff of the TService, heartily felicitates with the Governor-elect, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang, 

the Deputy Governor-elect, Ngo Josephine Piyo on the occasion of your swearing-in 
and taking of oath of office as the Executive Governor and Deputy Governor of 
Plateau State respectively.

The Service is optimistic that your emergence as the Governor and Deputy Governor 
of our dear state will herald the economic and social turnaround of the fortunes of 
our state. We look forward to a harmonious synergy as we work towards improved 
IGR in Plateau.

As we celebrate Democracy Day and mark your swearing-in ceremonies, may the 
patriotic determination and resilience exhibited by our heroes' past permeate our 
minds and propel us towards the attainment of permanent peace and progress in 
our state and country at large.

Long Live Nigeria!
Long Live Plateau State!!
Long Live Plateau State Internal Revenue Service!!!

 
Dashe Arlat Dasogot Fcti, Fcna

Executive Chairman
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News

THE Senate President, 
Ahmad  Lawan ,  s ay s  
members of the upper 
legislative chamber have 
shown commitment to work 
with the administration of 
Bola Tinubu.

Mr Lawan stated this at 
the resumption of the 
plenary session on Tuesday.

T h e  S e n a t e  a t  a n  
emergency session on 
Saturday amended the 
Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) Act to raise the total 
advances the bank can 
make to the federal  
government from five per 
cent to 15 per cent.

The  Senate  a t  the  
emergency meeting also 
passed a bill to extend the 
implementation of the 2022 
supplementary budget to 
31 December, 2023.

Mr Tinubu and Kashim 
Shettima were sworn-in as 
p r e s i d e n t  a n d  v i c e  
president of Nigeria on 
Monday.

The senate president at 
the resumption of the 
p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  
congratu lated Messrs  
Tinubu and Shettima on 
their victory in the last 
presidential election.

He prayed to God to guide 
a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e m  
throughout their years in 
the office.

“We congratulate the 
President , Bola Ahmad 
Tinubu, GCFR, and his Vice 
President, Distinguished 
Senator Kashim Shettima, 
GCON for the swearing in of 
the two leaders yesterday,” 
he said.

“We pray for  more 
guidance, protection and 
we commit ourselves to the 
one or two weeks that we 
have to work with your 
administration.”

M r  L a w a n  a l s o  
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  s t a t e  
governors that were sworn-
in on Monday.

He prayed to God to guide 
a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e m  
throughout their years in 
the office.

“ L e t  m e  e q u a l l y  
congratulate all the 28 
governors that were 

sworn-in yesterday across 
our nation. We pray to 
Almighty God to guide 
them and protect them.”

The ninth Senate will end 
by June for the senators-
elect to be inaugurated into 
the 10th Senate.

THE Nigerian Midstream 

a n d  D o w n s t r e a m  

Petroleum Regulatory 

Authority (NMDPRA) has 

cautioned Nigerians not to 

pan i c  over  subs idy  

removal, saying it has 

e n o u g h  p e t r o l e u m  

products to meet the 

country's demand.
The NMDPRA said this in 

a statement on Tuesday 

by its General Manager, 

C o r p o r a t e  

Communications, Kimchi 

Apollo.
The statement was 

i s sued  aga in s t  t he  

b a c k d r o p  o f  t h e  

government's declaration 

that it will put an end to 

the fuel subsidy regime.
President Bola Tinubu on 

Monday in his inaugural 

address at Eagle Square, 

Abuja, declared that there 

would no longer be a 

petroleum subsidy regime 

as it was not sustainable.
He said the current 2023 

budget only has provision 

for the fuel subsidy till 

June, adding that the 

funds meant for subsidies 

will be diverted to the 

c r e a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  

infrastructure, education, 

health care and jobs. In its 

statement on Tuesday, 

the NMDPRA said contrary 

to speculat ions and 

c o n c e r n s ,  t h e  

announcement is in line 

wi th  the Petro leum 

Industry Act (2021) which 

p r o v i d e s  f o r  t o t a l  

deregulat ion of  the 

petroleum downstream 

sector to drive investment 

and growth.
“The Nigerian Midstream 

a n d  D o w n s t r e a m  

Petroleum Regulatory 

Author i ty (NMDPRA) 

w i s h e s  t o  a d d r e s s  

concerns regarding the 

announcement of the 

removal of subsidy on 

Premium Motor Spirit 

(PMS) by President Bola 

Ahmed Tinubu.
“ C o n t r a r y  t o  

s p e c u l a t i o n s  a n d  

c o n c e r n s ,  t h e  

announcement is in line 

wi th  the Petro leum 

Industry Act (2021) which 

p r o v i d e s  f o r  t o t a l  

deregulat ion of  the 

petroleum downstream 

sector to drive investment 

and growth.
“We are working closely 

with NNPC Limited and 

other key stakeholders to 

guarantee a smooth 

transition, avoid any 

disruptions in supply as 

well as ensure that 

consumers are not short-

changed in any form,” the 

agency said.
The NMDPRA, however, 

assured that there is an 

ample supply of PMS to 

meet demand. “We have 

taken necessary steps to 

ensu re  d i s t r i bu t i on  

c h a n n e l s  r e m a i n  

uninterrupted and fuel is 

readily available at all 

filling stations across the 

country,” the statement 

said.
“We, therefore, call on 

Nigerians to remain calm 

and resist the urge to 

stockpile as it poses a 

significant safety hazard.”
The agency noted that 

the removal of subsidy on 

petrol is a step towards 

b u i l d i n g  a  m o r e  

s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  

prosperous future for 

Nigeria.
“We will continue to 

monitor activities and 

implement necessary 

measures to enhance 

t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  

accountabil ity in the 

petroleum downstream 

sector,” it said.
Fuel queues returned to 

Nigerian cities Monday as 

many motorists scrambled 

to get petroleum products 

hours after Mr Tinubu 

announced that  the  

government will put an end 

to fuel subsidy. A PREMIUM 

TIMES correspondent who 

visited petrol stations 

across the nation's capital 

city Monday evening found 

that some filling stations 

were under lock and key 

while some were besieged 

by motorcyclists, tricycle 

owners, as well as private 

and commercial drivers.
The same trend was 

witnessed in Lagos, Ogun, 

and Ado-Ekiti, the capital 

of Ekiti State Lagos, Ogun.
Many filling stations in 

the Lugbe area of Abuja 

sold petrol at prices 

ranging between N194 and 

N198. Outside Abuja, 

residents said fuel stations 

sold petrol for N230.

Lawan

Senate expresses readiness to 
work with Tinubu, Shettima

Fuel Queues: Nigerian 
regulatory agency warns 

against panic buying

Why Nigeria must prioritise birth 
registration – UNICEF

THE United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), 
has said registering a child 
at birth could help in 
addressing population 
crisis in Nigeria.

UNICEF's child protection 
specialist, Fatimah Adamu, 
while speaking during a 
two-day media dialogue in 
Kano Sate on Monday, said 
birth registration is the 
core part of identity 
document for every child.

Ms Adamu said the first 
right of every child is the 
identification of the child at 
birth which she noted can 
be done through birth 
registration.

“Birth registration helps 
in addressing a lot of issues 
like population, resource 
distributions, issues of 
planning, issues of access 
to services, hence it is 
important for every child to 
be registered at birth,” she 
said.

Ms Adamu said Nigeria is 
evolving from paper-based 
registration to digital birth 
registration which she 
described as a step forward 
“towards ensuring more 
children are registered at 
birth.”

She said UNICEF is 
providing support to 
Nigeria to ensure the 

success of the digital 
system.

Birth registration in 
Nigeria

Birth registration is the 
process of recording a 
child's birth. It is a 
permanent and official 
r eco rd  o f  a  ch i l d ' s  
existence which provides 
legal recognition of that 
child's identity.

According to the 2021 
Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey (MICS), only 57 per 
cent of children born in 
Nigeria are registered at 
birth with civil authorities. 
The survey shows that 
Lagos State has the 
highest number of birth 
registration with 94 per 
cent, closely followed by 
the FCT with 87 per cent. 
States with the lowest 
registration are Jigawa 
with 23.6 per cent and 
Sokoto with 22.5 per cent.

The survey shows that 
three per cent of children 
under the age of five had 
their births registered, but 
d o  n o t  h a v e  b i r t h  
certificates.

It also indicates that two 
out of every three mothers 
and caregivers of children 
aged below five years 
whose births were not 
registered did not know 
how to register births.

I t  shows  that  the  
percentage of children 
under the age of five 
w h o s e  b i r t h s  a r e  
registered ranges from as 
high as 89 per cent for the 
richest wealth quintile to 
as low as 33 per cent for 
t h e  poo r e s t  wea l t h  
quintile.

Apollo

Adamu







ABUJA, Nigeria – Nigerian President 
Muhammadu Buhari has handed over the 
reins of power to fellow party man Ahmed 
Bola Tinubu of the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), leaving charge with a legacy very 
different to the one voters had hoped for 
when they elected him eight years ago.

His 2015 victory over Goodluck Jonathan, 
the first defeat of an incumbent president in 
Nigerian history, was his second time in 
power after an August 1985 palace coup 
ended his 18-month stint as military ruler.

Success at the polls came after three 
consecutive failed attempts by Buhari to 
return to the presidency as the electorate 
turned to a man from its past out of 
frustration with Jonathan, a meek leader 
who critics said was better suited to his 
previous life as a zoology lecturer than as 
president of Africa's largest democracy.

Buhar i 's  winning campaign had 
emphasised three key promises: to tackle 
insecurity, stem corruption and fix economic 
troubles. But as he leaves office after two 
terms, not many rate his scorecard as being 
better than the man he succeeded despite 
embarking on a vast infrastructure drive.

Under Buhari, Nigeria became the world's 
poverty capital – 133 million of his 
compatriots now live in abject poverty.

When his staunch ally, outgoing Kano 
Governor Umar Ganduje was seen stuffing 
dollar notes believed to be contract 
kickbacks into his robe in a viral video, 
Buhari defended him, claiming the videos 
were doctored.

This year, even Tinubu, credited as the 
strategist behind APC's 2015 victory, 
criticised the government and distanced 
himself from Buhari's achievements, or lack 
of them, on the campaign trail.

“It is only a person who is deaf and dumb 
that will say Nigeria is doing well … and it is 
disappointing that the president is not 
seeing it the way we are seeing it,” said 
Frank Kokori, an APC leader, in August 
2022. “People were ready to die for Buhari 
in 2014 to 2015, but unfortunately, Buhari 
has squandered all his goodwill.”

'Baba Go Slow'
The first indication that the Buhari 

presidency would be an exhaustive exercise 
in long-suffering was his failure to announce 
a cabinet until five months in office. That 
delay earned him the moniker “Baba Go 
Slow”, a cheeky reference to the signature 
traffic jams in Nigeria's commercial capital, 
Lagos.

The cabinet list was a roll call of has-beens 
and geriatric party stalwarts, including one 
minister who returned to office three 
decades after he was first appointed.

“Some of his appointments were not ideal, 
and he may have not appointed competent 
individuals for key roles in government,” 
Ayodeji Dawodu, a director at the London-
based investment group BancTrust & Co, 
told Al Jazeera. “In addition to this, he may 
have been ill-advised in some of his own 
decision-making.”

In Buhari's eight years in office, he also 
appointed at least six deceased people to 
boards of federal agencies. A series of 
similar missteps and inaction throttled the 
economy, leading to two recessions in five 
years, analysts said. As Buhari leaves office, 
the naira has lost 70 percent of its value to 
the dollar compared with 2015, and inflation 
is at an 18-year high.

According to data from Nigeria's Debt 
Management Office, debt is at a record of 
about $150bn. This has forced Africa's 
largest economy to use 96 percent of its 
revenue to service these ballooning 
obligations.

In October, the central bank announced a 
redesign of the 200, 500 and 1,000 naira 
notes to mop up excess cash in circulation 
and rein in inflation ahead of the election. 
The Buhari-backed move led to a cash 

shortage. Seven months later, the policy 
was suspended.

In 2019, he ordered the closure of land 
borders to restrict imports, end smuggling 
and boost local production. Instead, 
inflation spiked as food costs soared, and 
relations with neighbouring and dependent 
economies  – like Benin, Ghana and Niger – 
were strained.

The economy never recovered from that, 
according to Wilson Erumebor, senior 
economist at the Nigerian Economic 
Summit Group and a doctoral researcher at 
SOAS University of London.

“Since the border closure, quarterly trade 
data from the National Bureau of Statistics 
showed that the value of non-oil exports has 
never attained its peak of 1.08 trillion naira 
($2.34bn) in the third quarter of 2019 over 
three years after the border closure was 
introduced,” he said.

The move also undermined Nigeria's 
commitment to the African Continental Free 
Trade Agreement, the continent-wide free 
trade area, and freedom of movement in the 
15-nation Economic Community of West 
Africa States (ECOWAS).

“It was not in tandem with Nigeria's 
foreign policy … [so] ECOWAS were not too 
happy,” Remi Ajibewa, director of political 
affairs at the ECOWAS Commission at the 
time, told Al Jazeera. “Why would the big 
brother who calls himself the giant of Africa 
be closing its border against them, given the 
fact that there is a large market in Nigeria 
and they see Nigeria as one of the countries 
they could rely on?”

The administration seemed to lack a 
coherent foreign policy and failed to act 
swiftly on matters concerning Nigerians 
abroad. The government was slow to 
evacuate its nationals in South Africa during 
xenophobic attacks there in 2019 as well as 
when conflict broke out in Ukraine in 2022 
and Sudan in April.

Over time, Nigeria's international standing 
dwindled.

“I can see countries don't respect us much 
given the fact that they see that we have not 
been able to be dynamic and strong 
enough,” Ajibewa said.

'Uniquely selfish'
Local daily Punch estimated that the 

president spent 225 days on medical leave, 
including a three-and-half-month stretch in 
2017. Another absence spurred a 
conspiracy theory that he had died in 
London and was replaced in Abuja by a body 
double from Sudan.

Even when he was healthy and in Abuja, 

Buhari was widely 
seen as uncaring 
be cause  o f  t he  
presidency's slow 
response – or none at 
all – to nationwide 
t ragedies.  Some 
i n s i d e r s  i n  t h e  
p r e s i d e n c y  
suggested he was 
“uniquely selfish” 
and  showed  an  
inability to keep up 
with the times.

“The president does 
n o t  d e l e g a t e  
responsibilities – he 
a b d i c a t e s  
responsibilities,” the 
g o v e r n o r  o f  a  
northern state and 
close ally to the 
president lamented 
to his advisers once, 
as one of them told Al 
J a zee ra  on  t he  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  
anonymity.

When Buhari's chief 
of staff died of 
COVID-19 in April 
2020, things fell 

apart even more for the presidency. 
Tensions between cabinet members and 
heads of government agencies routinely 
spilled into the public domain, sometimes 
including accusations of graft and misuse of 
office.

Buhari's seeming aloofness to all the crises 
around him inspired viral memes. After his 
office posted a photo on social media 
showing him sitting barefoot in the 
presidential palace while using a toothpick, 
a meme replaced the palace background in 
the picture with the scene of a mass killing.

That perception of nonchalance extended 
to matters of security too.

Buhari came to power on the promise of 
reversing armed group Boko Haram's gains 
in the northeast, relying on his experience 
as a civil war veteran and general in the 
Nigerian army, long respected for its 
strength in peacekeeping operations across 
Africa.

Soon after he was sworn in, he issued a 
deadline of December 31, 2015, for 
defeating the rebels. When the deadline 
expired, information minister Lai 
Mohammed infamously declared that the 
group had been “technically defeated” even 
though it was still carrying out attacks.

“There was a false sense of success [this] 
administration basked in instead of building 
on the success the previous administration 
had led,” Malik Samuel, an Abuja-based 
researcher at the Institute of Security 
Studies, told Al Jazeera, referring to the 
Jonathan government's last-minute 
successes in recapturing some areas 
controlled by Boko Haram before leaving 
office.

Nigeria's overburdened security agencies 
are now battling multiple armed groups 
across the country, including Boko Haram 
factions like the Islamic State West Africa 
Province.

There are also violent secessionist groups 
in the southeast and ransom-hungry armed 
bandits kidnapping and killing in parts of 
northern and central Nigeria.

According to the Nigeria Security Tracker, 
a project of the Council of Foreign Relations, 
98,083 people have been killed in 
documented cases of violence by armed 
state and non-state actors in Nigeria since 
the count began in May 2011. Two-thirds of 
those fatalities happened during Buhari's 
eight years as president.

“With the experiences people have had 
from when he came into office to date, I will 
say we have not progressed with regards to 
dealing with the threat, which was one of 

the reasons behind his success at the polls,” 
Samuel said.

Human rights
In his first stint in power in the 1980s, 

Buhari pushed through laws that introduced 
the death penalty for drug trafficking and 
empowered law enforcement agencies to 
clamp down on the media for reports 
considered detrimental to the government. 
They also applied retroactively.

Ahead of the 2015 vote, he was marketed 
as a democrat who had shed his past 
authoritarianism. Even Nobel literature 
laureate Wole Soyinka branded him as a 
'reformed dictator'.

But the administration went on to 
perpetuate a litany of human rights abuses, 
ignoring court orders as routinely as it 
targeted journalists and dissidents.

The National Broadcasting Commission 
frequently punished television and radio 
stations for any views deemed critical of the 
government with fines and suspensions of 
licenses. Twitter too was not spared. After 
the platform removed one of Buhari's 
tweets, it was banned for seven months.

Security agencies carried out multiple 
extrajudicial killings, including the 2015 
deaths of more than 300 Shia Muslims in the 
northwestern state of Kaduna. Three years 
later, the army opened fire on Shia 
protesters in Abuja, justifying it with a video 
of US President Donald Trump suggesting 
that American soldiers could respond with 
force to migrants at the country's southern 
border who throw rocks at the military.

There were also multiple reports of 
murders of civilians in areas where the 
military was ordered to contain communal 
violence.

“H is  body language has  g iven 
encouragement to security agents, which 
has resulted in massive human rights 
violations that we continue to see on a daily 
basis,” Samuel said. Had Buhari held 
officers in key positions responsible for their 
actions, he said, “I don't think we will [be] 
talking too much about these issues.”

In October 2020, at least 10 people were 
killed, according to Amnesty International, 
during a week of peaceful protests by young 
people against police brutality. There was a 
“ lack of  adequate measures for  
accountability for security forces abuses,” 
Anietie Ewang, Nigeria researcher at 
Human Rights Watch, told Al Jazeera. 
“These are very emblematic cases that 
show how [the] Buhari administration rolled 
[back] some of the fundamental rights that 
we had been able to almost consolidate.”

Calling card infrastructure
Still, Buhari supporters say no other 

president has focused on infrastructure as 
much as he did – there was a construction 
spree of rail lines and crucial bridges and 
dozens of interstate highways.

They also point to social protection 
programmes targeting low-income 
households. One such programme, the 
conditional cash transfer programme, doled 
out a monthly stipend of 5,000 naira 
($13.83) to more than 784,000 of the 
country's most vulnerable people.

But even those achievements have drawn 
scrutiny for their poor implementation.

The Abuja metro, commissioned with 
fanfare in 2018 after construction with 
Chinese-funded loans, is barely used today. 
Other rail projects have dragged on for 
years.

Despite the launch of several power plants 
and signing of agreements for more, the 
national grid has crashed more than 100 
times in eight years, repeatedly throwing 
the country into darkness.

For some Nigerians, a new era cannot 
come soon enough. For others, Buhari's 
failures have only reinforced their 
scepticism.

“At this point,” 57-year-old bus driver 
Olusegun Badmus told Al Jazeera, ” I have 
my faith in God and not politicians.”
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How Buhari failed Nigeria a second time
By CHARLES IGBINIDU  

Buhari
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I had jocularly told one of my 
gorgeous daughters to quit being 
ridiculous and go and get married. We 
all fell about laughing. Having just 
come through the mandatory youth 
service, my girls and I are always 
having interesting conversations 
about the future. So, who is the man I 
would say and they would all laugh 
heartily and tease me and my spouse 
instead. Okay, so how did you meet 
daddy, all manners of jokes and jabs.

Anyhow on this day, they told me 
‘hmmm, mummy good men are far 
and few between. Most of the ones 
walking around are either into Yahoo 
or are too self-entitled or are doing 
self-adulation podcasts’. It was a joke 
but I saved it up in the recesses of my 
brain.

On another day they wanted to know 
how their Dad had proposed and on 
another how I knew he was the one. 
But it’s hard to explain to young 
people today that the way that 
courtship took place in our time was 
totally different.

In fact, I explained to my daughters 
that generations before my Dad, the 
men would farm for their in-laws’ 
family before they could take their 
daughter as wife. They would laugh. It 
was funny to them as it was funny to 
me when my mom told me.

But they translated to symbols, 
virtues and values. In a nutshell, it is 
all about valour, hardwork and 
dedication to family. A man brought 
home the bacon, protected his family 
and was in charge. Those things still 
hold true but clearly it is a much more 
complex world.

Remember to tell your son, brother, 
husband that you love him today. It is 
not easy for our men

Today men are in a complex field 
where women hitherto unseen are 
also in the mix. A lot of men are 
p r e s s u r e d  t o  s u c c e e d  a n d  
psychiatrists are telling us they are 
not coping that well anymore. Men are 
less resilient and more vulnerable and 
the Internet has worsened the 
situation where men are displaying 
wealth and intimidating ordinary 

hardworking young men. A lot of 
the bugatti and ferrari are hired to 
make a loud presence online and 
many young men and I daresay 
women as well paying for a slice of a 
parked private jet to pretend they 
have arrived.

People without a dime are 
showing off online and giving the 
impression that they will be rich till 
they die. The pop culture, music, 
songs, movies promote get rich 
quick syndrome; get rich or die 
trying. The rap culture of drugs, 
feuds, diamonds, girls and fast 
culture imported from America is 
not helping matters. So our men 
are doing all they can to impress 

the girls whose newest mantra is 
have the dough or don’t talk to me.

If you really do like a girl and you 
want to impress then you can rob a 
bank to make it happen. If that is 
dangerous then try and win an 
election and be the man. To be there 
and get there, you now are ready to 
do anything so you do not as they say 
chop breakfast.

All of this fast paced life is having a 
toll on the young men whose 
thoughts are slowly translating into 
hard work does not pay. To get the 
soft things of life they erroneously 
believe, you need to live fast, live 
large and live on the edge.

In between all of this, if the stress is 
getting to them, they are advised to 
use something to calm them down 
and another to perk them up. The 
fancy and eternally damning drug life 
would have begun. Our men today 
are between the devil and the deep 
blue sea.

Parents need to keep an eye on our 
boys and find the balance. Generally, 
fathers expect too much. It is not the 
same world and wives want to have 
babies abroad, where are they to get 
the money? Living like the Joneses 
helps no family. Living within your 
means is the Answer. There is the 
issue of school fees now and the men 
are under pressure to place children 
in kindergartens requesting two 
million naira.

Question is why do you want to 
imitate Ismail or Kingsley. Stay in 
your lane. The number of men falling 
off the wagon due to insane pressure 
is astronomical. Then they are not as 
resilient as their forebears in things 
of the heart, things of finance, things 
of disagreement.

Life generally gives them a tough 
time. They don’t manage. And sadly 
we are hearing of suicides and 

double deaths as in the case of the 
policeman who took his life and 
that of his girlfriend’s life in Ogun 
state. So sad! A fully married man. 
He just could not put it all 
together. And in between all of 
this, there is a thriving gutter juice 
market in Lagos.

Yes, a juice of boiled marijuana, 
blackcurrant juice and other illicit 
drugs sold in jerry cans by regular 
women on the streets and bought 
in the dozens by working class 
men and some young turks. The 
scene as I read from The Nation 
newspapers one afternoon is 
armageddon personified. Drugs, 
sleaze, prostitution, madams 
keeping 14 year olds for the kill. 
M ind less  young men are  
destroyed on the altar of trying too 
hard and then getting lost in the 
maze. Were it not better that they 
farmed for their inlaws?

Decent hotels are now crawling 
with young men with deep pocket 
scamming companies and 
individuals on the computers and 
living large. Their cars fast, their 
girls cheap, their hotel rooms 

expensive, their trousers halfway 
between their bums and their knees. 
They certainly don’t fit the hotels. Hair 
dirty, nails black, silly looking colourful 
shirts, illicit, fraud and drug money 
talking. It’s a sad world we live in.

Where are the good men with values 
and valour, sharp with hard work and 
smart brains? Who would rescue our 
men slowly disappearing in the rabbit 
hole? It’s not helping that women are 
strong, earn strong And are ready to get 
to the finish line, head held high.

Let us teach our boys the values we 
hold dear. We need money but money is 
not everything and quick and illicit ones 
lead you down another hole. Let us 
teach them resilience, the power of 
family, faith, kindness, and ethical 
competitiveness. Let us teach them to 
r e spec t  women .  M i sogyny  i s  
everywhere.

And as we go to the polls, let us do 
right by voting right. Remember to tell 
your son, brother, or husband that you 
love him today. It is not easy for our 
men. Hold them up for our collective 
tomorrow. Too many depressed men, 
full of anxiety. Chin up. I see you. Be 
strong, it is going to be alright.

Living

Who will rescue our men?
By EUGENIA ABU
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Health
DATES are dry soft fruits with a 

sweet and delicious taste, which 
come from the date palm trees that 
grow in the desert. 

Date palm is among the most 
ancient fruit trees that have been 
growing in the Middle East and the 
Indus valley for thousands of years. 
It was considered as the staple food 
for people living in those areas. Date 
palm was later introduced to different 
parts of the world starting from South 
East Asia, Northern Africa, Spain, 
Italy, and Mexico, and then to the 
United States during the 18th 
century.

Dates are of endless varieties. It 
can be classified as soft, semi-soft 
and dry dates. Like other fruits, dates 
are also seasonal products and 
therefore, the supply of fresh dates is 
always limited. Dates can also be 
used as 'survival food' on long trips or 
on hiking as it contains lots of 
nutrients, which boost the energy 
level, and it is easy to carry and ready 
to eat.

Health Benefits of Dates
· Helps in Weight Loss: Dates 

are rich in dietary fiber that free us 
from cholesterol and contain very low 
fat that results in weight loss. It also 
helps in keeping weight at a normal 
and balanced level for diet conscious 
people.

· Prevents Digestive Problems: 
Fresh dates are soft and easily 
digestible. It helps improve your 
digestive system, as it contains 
soluble and insoluble fibers and 
different types of amino acids.

· Keeps your Heart Healthy: 
Dates have high levels of potassium 
and low levels of sodium that helps 
keep your heart and nervous system 
healthy.

· Prevents Anemia: The high 
iron content in the fruit is beneficial 
for those suffering from anemia and 
boosts the amount of iron in their 
blood.

· Reduces Constipation: Dates 
are a healthy laxative food item that 
can prevent chronic constipation. 
Soaking dates overnight in water and 
having it with water reduces 
constipation.

· Cures Eyesight Problem: It 
helps improve your eyesight and 
reduces the chances of getting night 
blindness.

· Energy Booster: Dates 
contain natural sugars like glucose, 
sucrose and fructose that help in 
boosting your energy level. It has low 

calories and it is very suitable for 
health conscious people.

· Strengthens Bones: Dates 
strengthen your bones and keeps 
them healthy because they 
contain selenium, manganese, 
copper and magnesium.

· Relieves from Intoxication: 
Dates are commonly used as a 
r emedy  t o  c u r e  a l c oho l i c  
intoxication. You can soak dates 
overnight and have them next day to 
prevent from severe hangovers.

· Allergies: Dates contain 
organic sulfur that helps in reducing 
allergies in general and seasonal 
allergies.

· Diarrhea: Ripe dates contain 
a high amount of Potassium that is 
effective in preventing diarrhea.

· Healthy Pregnancy: Dates 
are rich in iron, so consuming the 
fruit by the pregnant mother can 
protect the mother and the baby 
from anemia. It also prevents 
seve ra l  p rob l ems  such  as  
bloatedness, bowel pain and 
intestinal difficulties that occur in 
women during pregnancy. It 
improves the uterus muscles and 
smoothens the passage during 
de l i ve ry.  I t  a l so  p reven ts  
hemorrhage soon after childbirth.

· Healthy Hair: Want to have 
healthy hair? Dates are rich in iron 
content that promotes healthy 
circulation of blood flow to your 
scalp thereby helping healthy hair 
growth.

· Makes your Skin Look 
Younger: Looking for quick tips for a 
natural face pack? Well, date fruit is 
the new face pack. First, take 5-10 
pieces of fresh dates and add half a 
lemon or orange to it. Remove the 
seeds and grind the dates along with 
lemon or orange till it turns thick like 
a paste. Before applying, wash your 
face with cold water and then apply. 
You can splash your face lightly with 

water to prevent the pack from 
drying up. Leave the pack for 10-
15 minutes and wash your face 
with cold water. Use a towel and 

wipe your face dry. Try out dates face 
pack for instant glowing skin.

Source: Medical news

Nutritional health value of dates
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I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
A U G U S T I N E  E D E T  
ARCHIBONG, now wish to be 
known and address as EDET 
AUGUSTINE ARCHIBONG. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 

I, formerly known as PHILIP, 
ALTINE, now wish to be known 
and address as GERSHON, 
ALTINE PHILIP. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
ABUAKAR GARBA ADO, now 
wish to be known and address 
as GARBA ADO. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

GERSHON EDET GARBA

CHANGE OF NAME
EMMANUEL EZEKIEL UGWUOKE

I, formerly known as AMUSA 
BLESSING KWENDE, now wish 
to be known and address as 
E M M A N U E L  B L E S S I N G  
YAKUBU. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I, formerly known as EZEKIEL, 
MANGA NYAM, now wish to be 
known  and  add r e s s  a s  
EZEKIEL, MATTHEW NYAM. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
ONYEKACHUKWU UGWUOKE, 
now wish to be known and 
a d d r e s s  a s  U G W U O K E  
ONYEKACHI.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as OKOLIE 
CHARLES, now wish to be 
known and  address  as  
CHARLES RAY. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as VICTORIA 
JACOB TWA, now wish to be 
known and address as JACOB 
VICTORIA DURUMTWA. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as NIKORO 
RAPHEAL, now wish to be 
known and address as NIKORO 
R A P H A E L .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

JACOB CHARLES NIKORO MARIAM TSALHA TUGAP

I, formerly known as MARIAM 
ADAM, now wish to be known 
and address as MARIAM 
S U L E I M A N .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as TSALHA 
IBRAHIM, now wish to be 
known  and  add r e s s  a s  
ABDULLAHI DALHA. All  
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as SHUEPBIN 
NDAM NYENTONG, now wish to be 
known and address as TUGAP 
NYENTONG.  My correct date of 
birth is 02/02/2000 not 01/09/1999, 
my phone number is 07010941023 
not 08022541220. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as CLEMENT 
PONZIP BINDAP, now wish to 
be known and address as 
CLEMENT PONZIP DAMILE. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as EBELE 
MOSES OKAFOR, now wish to 
be known and address as 
GEOFFERY EBELE MOSES. All 
former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as ALIYU 
MOHAMMAD, now wish to be 
known and address as ALIYU 
MUHAMMAD .  A l l  fo rmer  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

ALIYU CLEMENT GEOFFERY

In accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Act Cap E12 

LFN 2004, which makes it mandatory for proponents of all new major development activities to 

carry out Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for their proposed projects, the Federal 

Ministry of Environment hereby announces a twenty–one (21) working days public notice for 

information and comments on the draft EIAreport of the above subject submitted by 

Shemankar Valley Limited.

The Display Centers are: -
�Headquarters, Pankshin Local Government Area, Pankshin, Plateau State
�Plateau State Ministry of Environment, State Secretariat Joseph Gomwalk Complex, Jos, 

Plateau State 
�Federal Ministry of Environment Office, Federal Secretariat, Jos, Plateau State 
�Federal Ministry of Environment, Environment House (Brown Building), Independence Way,
�www.ead.gov.ng

Brief Project Description: -
The Proposed project is a Shemankar Independent Power project at Randa River, Jing, 

2Pankshin LGA, Plateau State on a land area of 1213km  . The project is a run of the River 

hydropower plant with a total installed capacity of 8.5MW, consisting of a weir structure, intake 

& penstock, power house, switch yard and transmission lines, also to harness the renewable 

hydropower potential of the Shemankar River Basin, generate electricity, while providing 

economic & social benefits. 

Duration of Display: -
Date: 26 May– 27 June, 2023.
Time: 8:00am – 4:00pm daily.

ALL COMMENTS RECEIVED SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE HONOURABLE 

MINISTER, FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT MABUSHI, ABUJA ON OR BEFORE 

4 JULY, 2023.

SIGNED
PERMANENT SECRETARY

FOR: HONOURABLE MINISTER.

PUBLIC DISPLAY EXERCISE ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT (EIA) OF THE PROPOSED SHEMANKAR INDEPENDENT 
POWER PROJECT (SIPP) AT RANDA RIVER, JING IN PANKSHIN LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AREA, PLATEAU STATE BY SHEMANKAR VALLEY LIMITED. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

The Nigeria Police Force Divisional 
Headquarters, Riyom Plateau State Command 
Jos is notifying the general public to come and 
claim this accidental vehicle, a Nissan Motor 
Iberica Model L-6009 with Chassis No. 
0660138 white in colour and with 
Registration No: KWL 260 ZZ within two 
weeks from the date of this publication.

Signed:
Adamu Yahaya
08166116199

AUCTION!   AUCTION!!  AUCTION!!!

News

Rainstorm destroys houses, properties worth millions 
OVER 300 houses have 

been destroyed following a 
devastating rainstorm in 
Misau Local Government 
Area of Bauchi State.

In a telephone chat with 
the Caretaker Chairman of 
Misau Local Government 
Area, Hon. Salisu Hussain 
Hardawa, he confirmed the 
incident where he said the 
affected households have 
found themselves in a 
difficult and sympathetic 
situation that need quick 
response.

He explained that the 
rainstorm destroyed over 
300 houses and properties 

worth over 500 million 
Naira.

The Caretaker Chairman 
who sympathized with the 
victims of the rainstorm, 
prayed God to avert future 
occurrence and replace 
what they lost as a result of 
the natural disaster.

Hon. Salisu Hussain 
Hardawa, called on the 
Bauchi State government 
for intervention through 
provision of relief materials 
to cushion the effect of the 
unfortunate incident on the 

victims.
The  cha i rman  who  

expressed gratitude to God 
that no life was lost in the 
incident, attributed the sad 
development to poor tree 
planting attitude by people 
in Northern part of Bauchi 
State.

The LG boss appealed to 
the general public to 
imbibe the culture of tree 
planting in order to 
a d d r e s s  d e s e r t  
encroachment.

He lamented that despite 
the present economic 
hardship, the affected 
people in Misau lost 

From ABBAS 

GUNGURA, Bauchi

properties worth millions of 
Naira.

 In an interview with one 
of the victims, Ibrahim 
Abubakar Yunusa,  he said 
t h a t  t h e  r a i n s t o r m  
destroyed fences and 
houses completely.

“ To d a y,  w e  f o u n d  
ourselves in this situation 
o f  r a i n s t o rm  wh i c h  
wreaked havoc here in 
Area one, Misau. You can 

GEOFFERY

I, formerly known as OKAFOR 
JOY ADAORA, now wish to be 
known and  address  as  
GEOFFERY JOY ADAORA. All 
former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

see how fences and houses 
have fallen, some houses 
have been destroyed 
completely. We are in 
difficult situation now”, he 
said.

According to him, the 
rainstorm may not be 
unconnected with global 
warming as wel l  as 
indiscriminate felling of 
trees which is resulting to 
desert encroachment.

While appealing for 
ass is tance f rom the 
government, Yunusa urged 
the government and the 
civil society organizations 
to embark on vigorous 
s e n s i t i z a t i o n  a n d  
a w a r e n e s s  c r e a t i o n  
campaign on the need for 
people to plant trees 
around them in order to 
address the situation.

Commenting on the 
incident, the Misau Local 
Government Secretary of 
the Red Cross Society of 

N i g e r i a ,  Mohammed  
Yakubu (KANI), confirmed 
that the incident affected 
many houses.

Kani who said, in some 
places, walls collapsed on 
the occupants of the 
houses, leading to minor 
i n j u r i e s ,  e x p r e s s e d  
gratitude to God that no life 
loss has so far been 
recorded.

The secretary of the Red 
C r o s s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  
government said that the 
injured ones are receiving 
treatment in the hospital.

Kani while cautioning 
residents to stop felling 
trees indiscriminately, 
maintained that desert 
e n c r o a c h m e n t ,  
indiscriminate dumping of 
r e f u se ,  bu i l d i ng  on  
waterways as well as 
blocking drainages are 
some of the factors 
responsible for the tragic 
incident.

Hardawa

Subsidy Removal: IPMAN 
fires back as queues return
T H E  I n d e p e n d e n t  

Petro leum Marketers  
Association of Nigeria has 
opposed the plan by 
President Bola Tinubu to 
enforce his predecessor's 
decision to remove fuel 

subsidy by June ending.
The National Public 

Relations Officer, IPMAN 
Chief Ukadike Chinedu, 
said the new government 
should dialogue with 
marketers before taking 

the decision to remove 
subsidy.

He said, “We are not in 
support of the removal of 
fuel subsidy at this time. 
We have said it repeatedly 
that our refineries should 
be fixed before taking such 
decision that will cause 
galloping inflation and 
inflict more hardship on the 
masses.

Tinubu had earlier on 
Monday, in Abuja, affirmed 
that his administration 
would not continue to pay 
subsidy on petroleum 
products.

The President said given 
the high opportunity cost 
the Federal Government 
was suffering to fund 
subsidies, it was no longer 
justifiable to continue.

THIS SPACE
IS FOR SALE

THIS SPACE
IS FOR SALE





Mammoth crowd gathered to witness the inauguration ceremony of Barr. Caleb 
Mutfwang and Hon. Josephine Piyo
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Outgone Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako Lalong through his Deputy, 
Prof. Sonni Gwanle Tyoden (right) presenting the handing over notes to the 
Governor of Plateau State, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang (left)

Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang (left) displaying the handover 
notes after  receiving from Prof. Tyoden

Cross section of members of the State Traditional Council at the ceremony

Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang delivering his acceptance speech 
after being sworn-in

Governor Caleb Mutfwang (front row) acknowledging cheers from invited 
personalities

Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang and his wife, Barr. Helen Mutfwang 
displaying the certificate after the oath taking ceremony

Plateau State President, Traditional Council, His Majesty, Da Jacob Gyang Buba, 
CFR, wife, Mrs. Rakiya Gyang Buba and other dignitaries at the ceremony

GOVERNOR MUTFWANG INAUGURATION 2023
The officially inauguration of Barr. Caleb Mutfwang and Hon. Josephine Piyo as Governor and Deputy Governor respectively on Monday, May 29, 

2023 at the Rwang Pam Township Stadium, Jos the state capital
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GOVERNOR MUTFWANG INAUGURATION 2023
The officially inauguration of Barr. Caleb Mutfwang and Hon. Josephine Piyo as Governor and Deputy Governor respectively on Monday, May 29, 

2023 at the Rwang Pam Township Stadium, Jos the state capital

Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang (right) being 
congratulated by the Chief Judge of the State, Justice David Mann

Ven. Selcan Miner, an elder statesman and wife on arrival

Deputy Governor of Plateau State, Hon. Josephine Piyo displaying her 
certificate after being sworn-in as Deputy Governor

L - R are, COCIN President, Rev. Dr. Amos Musa Mohzo, Catholic Bishop of 
Jos, Rev. Dr. Matthew Ishaya Audu and the TEKAN President, Very Rev. 
Moses J. Ebuga

Governor Caleb Mutfwang of Plateau State taking the oath of office, 
flanked by his wife, Barr. Mrs. Helen Mutfwang

Cross section of invited dignitaries at the inauguration ceremony

Colour party mounted by the Nigerian Police Force during match passGeneral Officer Commanding and Commander, Operation Safe Haven, 
Maj. Gen. Abdulsalam Ali taking the salute on arrival
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A looming “great pandemic” could be 50 
times more deadly than coronavirus, top 
scientists warned today.

Latest figures show 223,906 people in 
the UK who died had Covid-19 on their 
death certificates.

Millions more were infected, leaving 
hundreds of thousands thought to be 
suffering from Long Covid.

But experts fear another pandemic 
could infect and kill even more.

American virologist Dr Robert Redfield, 
who served as director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention from 
2018 to 2021, feared his grandchildren 
would be faced with an even bigger crisis.

He told the BBC : “I think they are at 
high risk for a great pandemic in the next 
decade or two and I think that pandemic 
is going to be caused by man not nature - 
either intentional bioterrorism or 
possibly just a lab accident.”

Oxford University's Regius Professor of 
Medicine, Professor Sir John Bell, said the 
Covid-19 pandemic “could have been a 
lot worse”.

“What are we going to do about 
detecting and managing the next 
pandemic, because that's where trouble 
comes from?,” he said.

“I don't want to dismiss this last 
pandemic - a lot of people suffered a lot, 
there were lots of lives lost and it was a 
great tragedy … it could have been a lot 
worse.”

He said that if the Omicron variant had 
hit before the original Wuhan strain - 
which gave those it infected and who 
survived some immunity, and allowed 
vaccines to be developed - it would have 
claimed many more victims.

Modelling suggested that “if the first 
virus that appeared in Wuhan had not 
been the Wuhan strain but had been the 
Omicron strain - which we all know is 
much, much more infectious - and that 

had hit an immunologically naive 
population - in other words a population 
that had never seen the virus before - the 
peak mortality in the UK would be about 
five times what it was with the original 
Wuhan strain,” he said.

“Those were pretty dark days in April 
and May 2020 and I don't think we would 
have wanted five times the number of 
people dying.

“Had it been avian flu it would have 
been 50 times, so I think when we hear 
there's a great pandemic coming - if 
either one of those things were to happen 
it would be a great deal worse than what 
we saw.”

Sir John warned the next pandemic 
could come either from zoonotic 
transmission - where it is passed from 
animals to humans - or an accidental lab 
leak.

He pointed to the 2002-04 outbreak of 
severe adult respiratory syndrome which 
was first identified in China and killed 774 
people worldwide.

“We know historically that we do get 
pathogens that come from the animal 
kingdom that get into man that cause 
these sorts of outbreaks - the previous 
Sars outbreak is one but also occasional 
avian flu cases have come from animals,” 
he said.

“We know that happens. We also know 
that labs that look after these very 
pathogenic viruses do leak.”

He even raised fears of terrorists trying 
to steal viruses and use them as 
biological weapons.

Sir John said: “Don' forget that most 
terrorist organisations around the world 
have seen the havoc that can be 
provoked by these kinds of pathogens, so 
the concept that this is a biosecurity issue 
more widely shouldn't be a new one, it 
should be something that we are thinking 
about all the time.”

The Mirror

Next pandemic could be 50 
times deadlier than Covid
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Odd World

ONE of the most respected erudite 
scholars of recent times, Prof. Patrice 
Emery Lumumba was once quoted as 
saying, “The tragedy with Africa is that 
those with ideas are not in power, while 
those in power have no ideas. When the 
people have a chance, they still vote for 
those with no ideas.” For many who 
have followed with keen interest the 
silhouette criticisms offered by this 
scholar, it is daunting on us that some 
African states are far off the track of 
p r o g r e s s  a n d  o r  s y s t e m a t i c  
integration. Therefore, much needs to 
be done in terms of implementing 
strategic polices of good governance to 
salvage our nation states from 
plummeting into anarchy, chaos and or 
total collapse.

During several of his lamentations, 
Prof. Lumumba always apportioned 
blames on our leaders who due to acts 
of administrative ingenuity contributed 
to the socio-economic and political 
retardation of this continent. Evidently, 
the continuous clinching to power of 
these  visionless and corrupt leaders in 
Africa  have but only succeeded in 
turning back the hands of time.

Some of these leaders who got the 
opportunity of leading their nations on 
the platter of gold have regrettably not 
been able to justify such opportunities. 
Between the early 1960's to late 70's, 
successive military takeover of 
governments across the continent saw 
the growing number of military 
dictators which led to the emergence of 
stooges and evil men of thoughts 
brutally engaging many democratic 
oppositionists leading to the death of 
hundreds of thousands.  Few lucky 
ones were however able to escape into 
exile after knowing too well that their 
lives were in danger.

Most of these despots including the 
late Idi Amin of Uganda, Mubutu Sese 
Seko, Charles Talyor, Muammar 
Qadhafi including Joseph Kony, the 
Ugandan warlord, all never gave a 
thought about the nation’s collective 
wellbeing. 

In fact, Kony was one of the tyrannical 
warlords who disrupted, dehumanized 
and terrorized the people of the 
continent through his brutal leadership 
style. No doubt, his atrocities left a 
deep-seated hatred and ethnic divide 
amongst the citizenry.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y,  N i g e r i a  a l s o  
experienced such acts of brutality 
when the military held sway. While 
several innocent citizens of this 
country were unjustifiably jailed and or 
killed, others who escaped these 
despotic regimes went on exile to save 
their lives.   

In most recent years however, the 
transition of most of these African 
nations into democratic nation states 
have further entrenched democratic 
governance with great expectations.  
Many scholars had however hoped at 
initial stage that the democratization of 
African nation states would create 
fundamental   stability and add value 
to the people of the continent. Thus, 
the coming of democracy to most 
nations of the continent after so much 
struggle and sacrifice was initially 
regarded a great relief to pro-
autonomy and visionary scholars.

While democratic establishments in 

some countries have led to the 
actualization of concrete pil lars 
revamping basic institutional structures 
for greater prospects, some unfortunate 
nation states have equally been left aloft 
at the mercy of their corrupt and 
visionless leaders. Today, many of such 
emerging leaders based on greed and 
acts of personal aggrandizement have 
looted resources meant for the 
b e t t e r m e n t  o f  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s .  
Consequently, while their citizens 
continue to wallow in dehumanizing 
abject poverty, they have only 
concentrated on buying expensive 
castles abroad and participating neck-
deep into more acts of economic 
sabotage.    

In Nigeria, I have taken more time to 
scrutinize the long list of our leaders who 
have governed this nation for decades 
but not made the desired impact. In the 
midst of both economic and human 
resources Nigeria is blessed with; more 
than half of the nation's population is 
today living far below poverty line. Aside 
the biting difficulties of unemployment, 
insecurity and economic uncertainly, our 
educational sector is in total muddle. 
Just within a month, our national grid 
failed us twice sending strong signals 
that all is not well with our power sector.

Aside the rampaging activities of 
terrorists that have refused to allow us 
have a sound sleep; hardly a day passes-
by without any of us being told of one act 
of kidnapping and or armed robbery in 
this country. These unpleasant 
p h e n o m e n a  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  
overwhelming us because of the simple 
fact that we are yet to put our act 
together. To say the least, many have 
attested to the obvious fact that the 
citizens of this country have not allowed 
God to bless us with good leaders.

When our founding fathers were 
struggling to liberate this nation from the 
claws of colonial subjugation, they 
dreamed of a nation which after them 
would navigate itself and become a giant 
of Africa. Many of these past leaders of 
ours never anticipated for once that after 
they had gone, this country would be left 
fumbling in such an woeful and 
disgusting manner today.

After Nigeria's independence, the tales 
of this nation state has frighteningly 
continued to create an atmosphere of 
uncertainly as well as bash the hopes and 
aspirations of many. Today, Nigeria has 
become a nation state which requires all 
our prayers for it to overcome these 
difficult contemporary challenges. Some 
of these problems bedeviling us as a 
people were however unfortunately 
created by us.

Even as many citizens are yet to 
comprehend where the leaders of the 
country went wrong for us to deserve 
these unending calamities, some of 
them buried under the rubbles of a near 
failed state do know that only the 
citizenry can open a new chapter when 
the needful is done. Therefore, all we 
need to do to change Nigeria's disgusting 
narrative is to vote leaders with visions 
and intellectual capacity. Though it may 
take a long time to bring the nation back 
on track, with sincere commitments, 
sacrifice and total disregard to religious 
and regional sentiments, we can 
navigate the nation out of its present 
predicament for the better.

‘Leaders with ideas not in power’
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My Fellow Citizens,
I stand before you honoured to 

assume the sacred mandate you have 
given me. My love for this nation is 
abiding. My confidence in its people, 
unwavering. And my faith in God 
Almighty, absolute. I know that His 
hand shall provide the needed moral 
strength and clarity of purpose in those 
instances when we seem to have 
reached the limits of our human 
capacity.

This day is bold and majestic yet 
bright and full of spirit, as is our 
precious nation.

As a nation, we have long ago 
decided to march beyond the dimness 
of night into the open day of renewed 
national hope.

The question we now ask ourselves is 
whether to remain faithful to the work 
inherent in building a better society or 
retreat into the shadows of our unmet 
potential.

For me, there is but one answer. We 
are too great a nation and too 
grounded as a people to rob ourselves 
of our finest destiny.

This nation's journey has been 
shaped by the prayers of millions, and 
the collective sacrifices of us all.

We have endured hardships that 
would have made other societies 
crumble.

Yet, we have shouldered the heavy 
burden to arrive at this sublime 
moment where the prospect of a better 
future merges with our improved 
capacity to create that future.

To the surprise of many but not to 
ourselves, we have more firmly 
established this land as a democracy in 
both word and deed.

The peaceful transition from one 
government to another is now our 
political tradition. This handover 
symbolizes our trust in God, our 
enduring faith in representative 
governance and our belief in our ability 
to reshape this nation into the society 
it was always meant to be.

Here, permit me to say a few words 
to my predecessor, President 
Muhammadu Buhari. Mr President, you 
have been an honest, patriotic leader 
who has done his best for the nation 
you love. On a more personal note, you 
are a worthy partner and friend. May 
history be kind to you.

For many years, Nigeria's critics have 
trafficked the rumour that our nation 
will break apart, even perish. Yet here 
we are. We have stumbled at times, 
but our resilience and diversity have 
kept us going.

Our burdens may make us bent at 
times, but they shall never break us. 
Instead, we stand forth as Africa's 
most populous nation and as the best 
hope and strongest champion of the 
Black Race.

As citizens, we declare as one unified 
people devoted to one unified national 
cause, that as long as this world exists, 
NIGERIA SHALL EXIST.

Today, Fate and Destiny join together 
to place the torch of human progress in 
our very hands. We dare not let it slip. 
We lift high this torch so that it might 
shine on every household and in every 
heart that calls itself Nigerian. We hold 
this beam aloft because it lights our 
path with compassion, brotherhood, 
and peace. May this great light never 

extinguish.
Our administration shall govern on 

your behalf but never rule over you. 
We shall consult and dialogue but 
never dictate. We shall reach out to 
all but never put down a single person 
for holding views contrary to our own.

We are here to further mend and 
heal this nation, not tear and injure it. 
In this vein, may I offer a few 
comments regarding the election that 
brought us to this juncture. It was a 
hard fought contest. And it was also 
fairly won. Since the advent of the 
Fourth Republic, Nigeria has not held 
an election of better quality.

The outcome reflected the will of 
the people. However, my victory does 
not render me any more Nigerian 
than my opponents. Nor does it 
render them any less patriotic.

They shall forever be my fellow 
compatriots. And I will treat them as 
such. They represent important 
constituencies and concerns that 
wisdom dare not ignore.

Some have taken their concerns to 
court. Seeking legal redress is their 
right and I fully defend their exercise 
of this right. This is the essence of the 
rule of law.

Over six decades ago, our founding 
fathers gave bravely of themselves to 
place Nigeria on the map as an 
independent nation.

We must never allow the labor of 
those who came before us to wither in 
vain but to blossom and bring forth a 
better reality.

Let us take the next great step in 
the journey they began and believed 
in. Today, let us recommit our very 
selves to placing Nigeria in our hearts 
as the indispensable home for each 
and every one of us regardless of 
creed, ethnicity, or place of birth.

My supporters, I thank you. To 
those who voted otherwise, I extend 
my hand across the political divide. I 
ask you to grasp it in national affinity 
and brotherhood. For me, political 
coloration has faded away. All I see 
are Nigerians. May we uphold these 
fitting and excellent notions as the 
new Nigerian ideal.

My fellow compatriots, the Nigerian 
ideal which I speak of is more than 
just an improvement in economic and 
other statistics. These things are 
important; but they can never convey 
the fullness of our story.

Our mission is to improve our way of 
life in a manner that nurtures our 
humanity, encourages compassion 
toward one another, and duly rewards 
our collective effort to resolve the 

social ills that seek to divide us.
Our constitution and laws give us a 

nation on paper. We must work 
harder at bringing these noble 
documents to life by strengthening 
the bonds of economic collaboration, 
social cohesion, and cultural 
understanding. Let us develop a 
shared sense of fairness and equity.

The South must not only seek good 
for itself but must understand that its 
interests are served when good 
comes to the North. The North must 
see the South likewise.

Whether from the winding creeks of 
the Niger Delta, the vastness of the 
northern savannah, the boardrooms 
of Lagos, the bustling capital of 
Abuja, or the busy markets of 
Onitsha, you are all my people. As 
your president, I shall serve with 
p re jud i ce  toward  none  but  
compassion and amity towards all.

In the coming days and weeks, my 
team will publicly detail key aspects 
of our programme. Today, permit me 
to outline in broad terms a few 
initiatives that define our concept of 
progressive good governance in 
furtherance of the Nigerian ideal:

The principles that will guide our 
administration are simple:

Nigeria will be impartially governed 
according to the constitution and the 
rule of law.

We shall defend the nation from 
terror and all forms of criminality that 
threaten the peace and stability of 
our country and our subregion.

We shall remodel our economy to 
bring about growth and development 
through job creation, food security 
and an end of extreme poverty.

In our administration, women and 
youth will feature prominently.

Our government will continue to 
take proactive steps such as 
championing a credit culture to 
d iscourage corrupt ion whi le  
strengthening the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the various anti-
corruption agencies.

SECURITY
Security shall be the top priority of 

our administration because neither 
prosperity nor justice can prevail 
amidst insecurity and violence.

To effectively tackle this menace, 
we shall reform both our security 
doctrine and its architecture.

We shall invest more in our security 
personnel, and this means more than 
an increase in number. We shall 
provide, better training, equipment, 
pay and firepower.

THE ECONOMY

On the economy, we will target a 
h igher  GDP growth and to  
significantly reduce unemployment. 
We intend to accomplish this by 
taking the following steps:

First, budgetary reform stimulating 
the economy without engendering 
inflation will be instituted.

Second, industrial policy will utilize 
the full range of fiscal measures to 
promote domestic manufacturing 
and lessen import dependency.

Third, electricity will become more 
accessible and affordable to 
businesses and homes alike. Power 
generation should nearly double and 
transmission and distribution 
networks improved. We wi l l  
encourage states to develop local 
sources as well.

I have a message for our investors, 
local and foreign: our government 
shall review all their complaints about 
multiple taxation and various anti-
investment inhibitions.

We shall ensure that investors and 
foreign businesses repatriate their 
hard-earned dividends and profits 
home.

JOBS
My administration must create 

meaningful opportunities for our 
youth. We shall honour our campaign 
commitment of one million new jobs 
in the digital economy.

Our government also shall work 
with the National Assembly to fashion 
an omnibus Jobs and Prosperity bill. 
This bill will give our administration 
the policy space to embark on labour-
i n t e n s i v e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  
improvements, encourage light 
industry and provide improved social 
services for the poor, elderly and 
vulnerable.

AGRICULTURE
Rural incomes shall be secured by 

commodity exchange boards 
guaranteeing minimal prices for 
certain crops and animal products. A 
nationwide programme for storage 
and other facilities to reduce spoilage 
and waste will be undertaken.

Agricultural hubs will be created 
throughout the nation to increase 
production and engage in value-
added processing. The livestock 
sector will be introduced to best 
modern practices and steps taken to 
minimize the perennial conflict over 
land and water resources in this 
sector.

Through these actions, food shall be 
made more abundant yet less costly. 
Farmers shall earn more while the 
average Nigerian pays less.

INFRASTRUCTURE
We shall continue the efforts of the 

B u h a r i  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o n  
infrastructure. Progress toward 
national networks of roads, rail and 
ports shall get priority attention.

FUEL SUBSIDY
We commend the decision of the 

outgoing administration in phasing 
out the petrol subsidy regime which 
has increasingly favoured the rich 
more than the poor. Subsidy can no 
longer justify its ever-increasing 
costs in the wake of drying resources. 
We shall instead re-channel the funds 
into better investment in public 
infrastructure, education, health care 
and jobs that will materially improve 
the lives of millions.

MONETARY POLICY
Monetary policy needs thorough 

housecleaning. The Central Bank 
must work towards a unified 
exchange rate. This will direct funds 
away from arbitrage into meaningful 
investment in the plant, equipment 
and jobs that power the real 
economy.

Interest rates need to be reduced to 
increase investment and consumer 
purchasing in ways that sustain the 
economy at a higher level.

Whatever merits it had in concept, 
the currency swap was too harshly 
applied by the CBN given the number 
of unbanked Nigerians. The policy 
shall be reviewed. In the meantime, 
my administration will treat both 
currencies as legal tender.

FOREIGN POLICY
Given the world in which we reside, 

please permit a few comments 
regarding foreign policy.

The crisis in Sudan and the turn 
from democracy by several nations in 
our immediate neighbourhood are of 
pressing concern. As such, my 
primary foreign policy objective must 
be the peace and stability of the West 
African subregion and the African 
continent. We shall work with 
ECOWAS, the AU and willing partners 
in the international community to end 
extant conflicts and to resolve new 
ones.

As we contain threats to peace, we 
shall also retool our foreign policy to 
more actively lead the regional and 
continental quest for collective 
prosperity.

This is the proudest day of my life. 
But this day does not belong to me. It 
belongs to you, the people of Nigeria.

On this day, Nigeria affirms its 
rightful place among the world's 
great democracies. There, Nigeria 
shall reside forever.

The course of our past and the 
promise of the future have brought us 
to this exceptional moment.

In this spirit, I ask you to join me in 
making Nigeria a more perfect nation 
and democracy such that the 
Nigerian ideal becomes and forever 
remains the Nigerian reality.

With full confidence in our ability, I 
declare that these things are within 
our proximate reach because my 
name is Bola Ahmed Tinubu, and I am 
the President of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria.

May God bless you and May He bless 
our beloved land.

Today, let us recommit our very selves to 
placing Nigeria in our hearts as the 
indispensable home for each and every one of 
us regardless of creed, ethnicity, or place of 
birth. My supporters, I thank you. To those 
who voted otherwise, I extend my hand across 
the political divide. I ask you to grasp it in 
national affinity and brotherhood. For me, 
political coloration has faded away. All I see 
are Nigerians.

PRESIDENT BOLA AHMED TINUBU 

F R A G M E N T

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

THE 

BOLA TINUBU

Full text of President Bola Tinubu’s inauguration speech
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