














Deputy Governor, Hon. Josephine Piyo with the Secretary to Government 
of the State, Arc. Samuel Nanchang Jatau
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Governor Mutfwang (left) putting heads together with the President, 
CFN, High Chief Ayeola

Cross section of the CFN President’s entourage Director of Press and Public Affairs (DOPPA) Gyang Bere (left) with the 
Director of Cooperative Societies, Ayuba Sani Azi and one of the 
Cooperators

President Cooperative Federation of Nigeria and ICA, Africa, Ayeola 
(right) presenting award to Governor Mutfwang as Patron of the 
Cooperative Movement

Cross section of some Presidents of Cooperative Societies in the state 
during the courtesy call

Governor Mutfwang, CFN President, Chief Ayeola, PLASCOFED 
President/CFN National  Treasurer, Hannatu Paul Mershak, Permanent 
Secretary, Commerce and Industry in photograph with others

Chief of Staff Government House, Engr. Jeremiah Satmak (right) and the 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Deputy Governor’s Office, Hon. Alex Kundang

MUTFWANG RECEIVES CFN PRESIDENT
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang on Friday received on courtesy call the President, Cooperative Federation of Nigeria and 

International Cooperative Alliance, Africa, High Chief Tajudeen Oriyomi Ayeola at new Government House Rayfield, Jos
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SINCE the return to 

democracy, there seems to 

be some deliberate efforts 

by some people who do not 

mean well for the country to 

put spanners in the wheels 

of the development and 

growth of the country. 

Conflict merchants and 

agents of destruction have 

taken advantage of the 

freedom of expression and 

choice to visit mayhem and 

pain on the society. This 

must not continue. Though 

there were pockets of 

u p h e a v a l s  b e f o r e  

d e m o c r a c y  w a s  

entrenched, these were not 

as rampant as they are at 

the moment. Our leaders 

must therefore, figure out 

ways and means to arrest 

this descent to chaos.
 The Niger Delta region 

which used to be the hotbed 

of agitations for the 

c l e a n i n g  u p  o f  t h e  

destruction done to the 

environment suddenly 

paled out in significance 

when compared to what is 

happening in other parts of 

the country. First, were the 

activities of the Boko Haram 

which transformed to 

kidnappings for ransom and 

now the complete sacking 

a n d  a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  

communities from their 

ancestral lands for reasons 

that are not very clear.
Some have alluded to the 

crisis as farmers/ herders 

while some have said these 

c r i s e s  a r e  p l a nned ,  

deliberate and a scheme to 

t a k e  o v e r  l a n d  f o r  

extraneous reasons and 

some others have said the 

destruction being done are 

political. Whatever the 

reasons, actions must be 

taken by our leaders to 

stem the tides and restore 

sanity to the society. 

Democracy is supposed to 

give voice to the minority 

and not to muscle them to 

silence as the majority have 

their way. It is supposed to 

offer opportunities not limit 

them and open up space for 

growth not constrict this 

space.
Not a single day passes by 

without stories being told of 

one form of molestation or 

the other being perpetrated 

on  the  peop le .  And  

government seems to be 

he lp less .  I t  appears  

Nigerians are being left to 

their whims. It seems the 

dictum 'everyone for 

himself and God for all of us' 

is fast becoming a reality. If 

you are not strong, you are 

likely to be exposed to all 

manner of despicable 

treatment. If you do not 

resort to self- help, then the 

c o u n t r y  c a n n o t  

accommodate you. There is 

no room for the weak and 

the essence of government 

is, therefore, lost.
Agitations have become 

the order and if you cannot 

tag along you are left to be 

consumed by the beast. 

Where are we headed to? 

Regional militias have 

b e c o m e  t h e  o r d e r.  

Amotekun floated by the 

South West and the Eastern 

Security Network floated by 

IPOB and Ebubeagu formed 

b y  t h e  S o u t h  E a s t  

governors and a whole lot of 

others have become the 

order. Yet security is a big 

issue. Our security agencies 

seem to  have  been  

inundated.  They are  

overwhelmed. They cannot 

protect us as what we hear 

on daily basis are not 

pleasing to the ears at all. 

Qasi armies have taken 

over the ungoverned 

spaces in our country and 

we run the risk of becoming 

a failed state if nothing 

quick and drastic is done.
Sadly, we have not been 

able to manage our 

diversity to our advantage. 

Nepo t i sm ,  e t hn i c i t y,  

r e g i o n a l i s m  a n d  

religiousity have become 

our poster signs that are 

gradually singing the dirge 

for our union. Fairness has 

taken flight in all that we do 

as a nation. We pander to 

these very destructive 

tendencies and allow merit 

suffer. We cannot develop 

in a situation like this. 

When people feel unfairly 

treated, they find means of 

ventilating their grievances 

and when nothing is done 

to rebuild confidence, then 

there is a gradual slide into 

something else.
America, the country 

after which we have 

modeled our democracy is 

more culturally diverse 

than Nigeria. It is bigger in 

size than Nigeria yet it has 

been able to harness its 

diversity to its advantage. 

It has been able to rein in 

those extremes that our 

l e a d e r s  h a v e  b e e n  

grappl ing with s ince 

independence. Indeed, it is 

the most culturally diverse 

nation on the face of the 

ear th  yet  the  most  

developed. And because of 

its experiences, Nigeria 

would and should have 

been able to navigate some 

of the landmines planted 

by diversity but the country 

has scarcely and practically 

learnt nothing and we 

seem to be on our way to 

perdition.
And Plateau is faced by 

so much danger
After a period of reprieve, 

things are beginning to go 

awry again. Plateau is 

faced with so much 

d e s t r u c t i o n  b e i n g  

unleashed by the agents of 

those who do not mean well 

f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  

happenings in parts of the 

state are not palatable at 

all. We must however, unite 

to present a strong and 

virile front. 
We should not allow space 

for the enemies of our state 

to take advantage of. 

Whether we like it or not, 

we do not have another 

state which we can call our 

own. We must therefore 

work to not only bring 

peace to the state but 

ensure that our actions 

attract the goodwill of 

others to us. Plateau  must 

not be allowed to descent 

into chaos and become 

Hobbesian state where no 

laws exist but one that lives 

up to its sobriquet of being 

the Home of Peace and 

Tourism.

T H E  P l a t e a u  S t a t e  
Governorship Election 
Tribunal sitting at the High 
Court Jos, has received two 
witnesses and dublicates of 
voter's register for over 
eight hundred and twenty-
two (822) Polling Units in 
ninety-two wards of fifteen 
(15) Local Government 
Areas of as subpoena in a 
pet i t ion f i led by Dr. 
Nentawe Yilwatda Goshwe 
(APC) against INEC, PDP 
and Caleb Mutfwang.

A  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
Independent Nat ional  
E lectora l  Commiss ion 
(INEC), Abuja, Festus 
Aisien, delivered these 
documents Monday at the 
tribunal following an order 
by the Governorsh ip 
E l e c t i o n  T r i b u n a l  
Committee last Friday to 
submit the dublicates of 
voter's register as evidence 
before the tribunal.

P r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
documents, the director 
said he has brought two 
"Gana-Must-Go" bags 
containing dublicates of 

voter's register for 822 
polling units of 95 wards in 
f i f t e en  ( 15 )  ou t  o f  
seventeen (17) local  
government areas of the 
state with the receipt of 
payment made.

However, Counsel to the 
1st Respondent (INEC), 
Barr. CD Gyang, suggested 
that the documents should 
be marked as presented to 
avoid rising objections that 
may delay the proceedings 
of this hearing because 
they have limited time to 
handle this petition.

On his part, Counsel to the 
People's Democratic Party 
(PDP), Emeka Etiaba, SAN, 
raised concern that the 
petitioners did not follow 
the documents to mark 
them accordingly before 
bringing them to the 
t r i b u n a l  t o  a v o i d  
unnecessary delay of the 
proceedings.

Responding, Counsel to 
the petitioner, Ade said, the 
documents were requested 
by the tribunal and they 
have no jurisdiction to 
temper or highjack the 
subpoena or rather, receive 

on behalf of the tribunal 
and submit them as 
subpoena.

In the same vein, one 
Emmanuel Nannil, of 
Batkilang Polling Unit who 
was APC Returning Officer 
of Zamko Ward, Langtang-
North LGA, has testified 
before the tribunal that 
there was no collation of 
results because of over 
voting at Zamko Central 
(EC8 009) and the result 
w a s  c a n c e l l e d ,  b u t  
w o n d e r e d  h o w  t h e  
document given to him at 
the tribunal was indicating 
contrary.

  Also before the tribunal, 
was one Nanbol Nimmyel 
Nwale, of Langtang-North 
LGA who was the APC 
Agent at Zamko Central 
Code 009. He raised an 
alarm that the result sheet 
was forged because he did 
not sign the result due to 
over voting but that the 
document presented to 
him to verify has the name 
of one Gampyal Pyenzai as 
APC agent who signed the 
result sheet instead of him, 
the authentic APC agent.

Not a single day 
passes by without 

stories being told of 
one form of 

molestation or the 
other being 

perpetrated on the 
people. And 

government seems to 
be helpless. It 

appears Nigerians 
are being left to their 
whims. It seems the 
dictum 'everyone for 
himself and God for 

all of us' is fast 
becoming a reality. If 
you are not strong, 
you are likely to be 

exposed to all 
manner of despicable 
treatment. If you do 

not resort to self- 
help, then the 
country cannot 

accommodate you. 
There is no room for 

the weak and the 
essence of 

government is, 
therefore, lost.

This descent to chaos must stop

Tribunal receives 2 witnesses
BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Bauchi NBA inuagurates new executives

THE Bauchi State chapter 
o f  the  N iger ian  Bar  
Association (NBA) has 
inaugurated its newly 
elected executive officers to 
run its affairs for the next 
two years starting from July 
2023 to 2025.

In his speech after the 
inauguration at the High 
Court No 1 Bauchi, the 
chairman of the occasion, 
Justice Lamido Kabir Umar, 
congratulated the newly 
elected officers of the 
association. He urged them 
to carry all members along 
in the interest and progress 
of the association that will 
make members happy to be 
associated with their 
leadership.

While calling on the new 
executive officers to justify 
the confidence reposed in 
them, Justice Lamido Kabir 
used the occasion to appeal 
to all members of the 
association to join hands 
and support the new 
executive for the good of 
the association. He also 
wished them well.

The immediate past 
chairman of the association 
in the state, Barrister Jibrin 
S. Jibrin, appreciated 
members of the association 
f o r  g i v i n g  h i m  t h e  
opportunity to serve them 
for the past two years. He 
said he had enjoyed a good 
working relationship with 
all the members which was 
responsible for achieving 
what he had achieved 
during his tenure.

He therefore called on 
members to support the 
new executive officers of 

the association ín order to 
m a k e  t h e i r  f r u i t f u l  
contr ibut ions for the 
upliftment of NBA in the 
state and the country as a 
whole.

Earlier in his inaugural 
speech, the newly elected 
Chairman, Dr. Ibrahim 
Danjuma  described the 
NBA as the matchless 
professional association in 
Nigeria and the largest and 
m o s t  v i b r a n t  B a r  
association in Africa. He 
also commended the senior 
members of this branch 
both from public and 
private bar.

T he  NBA  c ha i rman  
promised not to  take this 
position lightly or for 
granted. He pointed out 
that " I fully understand the 
responsibilities that you all 
have bestowed upon me, 
the great opportunity you 
have provided us, with your 
votes and support, is 
inexpressive. We feel 
deep l y  g ra t e fu l  and  
admired".

Dr.  Ibrah im further  
explained, "Whether or not 
you voted for me in the just 
concluded election of our 
dear branch, I want you to 

know that I am dedicated 
to serving you. When we 
work together, not as S.G. 
Idrees or U.B. Babayo 
Camp, but as members of 
one and united branch. I 
k n o w  t h a t  w e  c a n  
accomplish great things 
during these uncertain 
times".

" I must not fail to pay 
special tribute to my co-
contestants for the office of 
t h e  c h a i r m a n .  T h e  
participation of three of us 
wa s  a  v e r y  k e e n l y  
contested race and any one 
of us could have ended up, 
fittingly, as chairman of our 
dear branch. I want to use 
this medium to extend my 
hand of friendship to both 
of them to join hands with 
me in working for the 
elevation and growth of our 
branch. I shall persist, 
u nde t e r r ed ,  i n  t h i s  
endeavor until success is 
achieved by the grace of 
God".

The chairman thanked 
members of the electoral 
committee for a job well 
done and for their patience 
a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  
throughout the election 
period.

Highlights of the occasion 
as  repor ted  by  our  
correspondent in Bauchi 
was the taking of Oath of 
Office by the newly elected 
execut ive  commit tee  
members.

The exco is made of Dr. 

Ibrahim Danjuma as 

Chairman, Barrister Auwal 

Ibrahim as Secretary, 

Barrister Adamu Tanko 

Jibrin, PRO and Barr. 

Muhammad Sani Umar 

respectively among others.

From ABBAS GUNGURA, 
Bauchi

Mohammed
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Editorial

THE SKILLS is said to be the 
capacity to do something well, 
technique ability it is usually 
acquired or learned.

While grade can be defined as 
the  per formance o f  an  
individual or a group or an 
examination or test.

I  t h e r e f o r e  admon i sh  
undergraduates in tertiary 
institutions to be experts or 
professionals in their various 
area of specialization, most 
especially students of mass 
communication.

Mass Communicationn is 
indeed a broad course which 
has lot of branches, firms and 
organ iza t ions  a re  a f te r  
undergraduates who are more 
specialized in their field of study 
which includes journalism, 
broadcasting reporting and so 
on. So they can improve on the' 
growth of their organization.

However, grades are of top 
priority for students in tertiary 
institutions which can  make 
their parents proud. But the 
truth must be told, nowadays 

people fend to buy certificates 
due to unemployment in the 
nation, and can't perform 
effectively in their offices.

Meanwhile they do not have 
certain qualities of either a 
broadcaster, reporter or a 
journalist, and do not have the 
ethics of a profesional media 
practitioner.

Undergraduates should have 
a though on how they impact 
t o  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  
development of their various  
organizations or place of 

industrial training. Lecturers 
are advised to put more efforts 
in lecturing students on how to 
improve their writing reading 
and listening skills as they 
dream to be great media 
professionals or practitioners.

Lastly, critical thinking and 
problems should be well 
admonished by lecturers, 
w h e r e b y  e v e r y o n e  
experiences problems in their 

daily life. Some may be small 
which can be solved in an 
easier way but some may be in 
a complicated stage.

From a student life, we 
should make our minds  
critically and for solving 
problems, which helps to make 
our challenges in a positive 
way in our future job.

Either in a job or in 
organisation exposure should 

begiven an  is experiencing 
though situations with the task 
with our co-workers, and in 
working place are the main 
challenges in our routine life. 
Facing the tasks in a manner is 
a skill.

By Jonathan Rabo Jaimo 
Plateau State Polytechnic, 
Jos Mass Communication 
Department.

Enhancing skills amongst undergraduates 

DEPRESSION is said to be the 
period of unhappiness or low 
morale which last's longer than 
several weeks and may includes 
ideation of self-inflicted injury 
or suicide.

However  symptoms o f  
depression include persistent 
sadness rempty mood loss of 
appetite or eating too much 
( i n s o m n i a ) ,  i r r i t a b i l i t y  
restussness, anxiety and so on.

S o m e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  
contributing factors include, 
abuse, physical Abuse, sexual 
abuse, death or loss, substance 
m i s u g s e ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
breakdown d ivorce  e tc .  
depression is indeed a mental 
illnesss and if not provided 
precautionary measures has 
psychological implications such 
as grieddf, trauma stress and so 
on.

Victims of depression or those 
suffering from depression are 
further adviced to talki to a 
psychologist for psychotherapy 
medications a loved one a 
religious leader for counseling 
on the issue at hand. For it is 
proverbially said “A problem 
shared is half solvled.”

Meanwhile losing a job or a 
source of livelihood can be so 
distressful especially whenone 
has a family to cater for 
considering the economic 
instability. Nevertheless one has 
to move on for better days, for 
m a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  s u c h  
circumstance have done more 
havoc to their mental health due 

to excessive thinking, so also 
m a n y  h a v e  b e c o m e  
pronounced.

In the case of death of a 
loved one which also triggers 
depression or a major 
con t r i bu t i ng  f a c t o r  t o  
depression one is expected to 
listen to music, “For music is 
food for the soul.”

Research has proven that 
music can go a long way to 
boost your mood and improve 
symptoms of depression. It 
can also help you strength 
your reception of positive 
emotions.

In addition one is expected  
have fun recreational activities 
such as swimming playing 
games etc. in addition 
depression can push you to 
give in to your fatigue. Food 
that are good for helping 
depression include eggs, oily 
fishbeef, liver and so on.

 Talk therapy programs 
should be organized most 
especially governmental and 
non orgaznisations to help 
people with depression 
identify the negative thoughts 
and behaviours that result in 
depression and replace them 
with more positive strategies 
for building copying skills and 
psychological resilience.

Lastly a national study found 
out that the livelihood of 
having depression is higher in 
people withlow levels of 
vitamin and also research has 
proven that people whohad 

symptoms of depression 
particularly those with seasonal 
effective disorder are tended to 
get better when the amount of 

vitamin of in their bodies went 
up as you would not expect it.

By Jonathan Rabo Dammo 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M a s s  
Communication Plateau 
State Polytechnic, Jos.

Depression and ways of tackling such ills

EXAMINATION is regarded as the 
means of measuring the level of 
knowledge or cognitive ability of 
students within a specified period 
of time.

Unfortunately, examination at 
different levels have cause a lot of 
problems to some people due their 
various engagement in various 
corrupt and staff practices tagged; 
examination malpractice” This is 
indeed a problem that require 
urgent attention because the 
importance of examination in any 
other forms cannot be over 
emphasized. Such is the only way 
one's ability or capacity can be 
assessed for.

Today, the spate of examination 
malpractice seems to be a very 
very rampant in both primary, 
secondary and tertiary institution 
which to a large extend affects the 
standard of quality of education of 
our students in the country.

S o m e  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  
examination malpractice include, 
poor preparation for examination, 
poor and conductive environment 
and bad parental and peers 
influence.

The implication of examination 
malpractice is that the student will 
loose the ability to depend on his or 
her personal knowledge acquired 
and therefore finds a shortcut to 
cheat which at the long run the 
certificate   acquired may not be 

defended by the individuals. This 
trend affects not only the 
individuals involved but a 
complete draw back the society.

The adverse effect is the fact 
that the nations will have to 
depend of the quacks who may 
not actually be suitable for certain 
positions or responsibilities in life 
or in the society.

I wish to therefore, seize the 
opportunity to appeal to the 
government to review the present 
examination process by setting 
standard so an not to some the 
students sitting for examination.

Secondly, examinations must 
also understand that they are only 
testing the ability of the students 
and not just setting a trap for 
perhaps that may be a receip for a 
better time ahead and a training 
point in our education system.

In my view attaching so much 
attention or importance to paper 
qualification may be the likely 
reason why there is the era pass 
examination at all cost.

It is time for government to also 
look at one's personal skills 
aptitude above certificate and 
there would in my opinion reduce 
or even do away with the negative 
trend of examination malpractice 
in our country.

Ezekiel James Nyam, I.T 
student of Plateau State 
Polytechnic, Jos campus. 

The effects of examination malpractice

THE Nigerian President Ahmed Bola Tinubu emerged 
the new Chairman of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) at the 63rd Ordinary 
Session of the Authority of Heads of State and 

thGovernment on Sunday, the 9  of July, 2023 in 
Bissau, Guinea-Bissau. ECOWAS was formed in 
1975 and currently has 15 member states with a 
combined population of 387 million and nominal 
GDP of $816 billion. The member states are Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mali, Niger, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo

TINUBU'S election shows that leaders in the sub-
region have confidence in him, and Nigeria to chart 
the way forward. The unanimous endorsement 
speaks volumes, and must not be taken for granted. 
Tinubu is the eighth Nigerian leader to be elected 
chairman of ECOWAS. Buhari headed the body 
twice, as military head of state and then as a 
democratic president.

PRESIDENT Tinubu, who is the latest entrant into the 
exclusive club of Heads of State in West Africa, 
enthusiastically accepted the honour, on behalf of 
Nigeria, with a solemn pledge to bear the 
responsibility of the office and run an inclusive 
administration. 

HE warned of the threat of insecurity and the issue of 
creeping terrorism which is seriously impeding the 
growth, progress and development of the region. In 
line with this therefore, he has called for collective 
action from member-states. It is a known fact that 
the threat has reached an alarming level, and needs 
urgent actions in addressing the challenges. 
Without a peaceful environment, progress and 
development will continue to elude us. All regional 
frameworks must be used to address the menace of 
insecurity. 

THE Chairman noted that ECOWAS had developed a 
security architecture, which covers a wide range of 
areas that involved kinetic and non-kinetic 
operations, including preventive diplomacy. There 
is also the Regional Plan of Action on Fight against 
T e r r o r i s m  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 4  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
operationalization of the ECOWAS Standby Force on 
Fight Against Terrorism. He is to ensure that these 
plans would be harmonized and resources 
mobilized towards the actualisation of the 
initiatives, and work collectively to have an 
effective regional counterterrorism measure. 

TINUBU therefore pledged that under his leadership, 
frameworks would be harmonized to actualize the 
dreams of ECOWAS. There is little doubt that Tinubu 
could deploy his wealth of experience in public 
administration in spearheading sustainable socio-
economic plans for the sub-region. He has the 
capacity to work with other ECOWAS leaders to turn 
things around in the sub-regional body.

FOR the sub region, this is something to be happy 
about. Translating same into strategic action is 
another thing for the member states of ECOWAS. 
Nigeria, in particular. The economy has to be a 
reflection of the status, and respect accorded it by 
other nations. It has to walk-the-talk.   

THE United Nations has said the Nigerian economy will 
grow to three per cent in 2023 because of a robust 
commodities trade and dynamic consumer goods 
and services markets. It stated that high inflation 
and power supply issues are affecting economic 
growth in the country. 

STRENGTHENING economic cooperation, and fostering 
closer ties among west African countries would be a 
plus for the Nigerian economy. It is believed that 
Tinubu's vast experience and visionary approach 
will steer ECOWAS towards greater heights of 
regional integration, socio-economic prosperity 
and peace. These are requirements, and stimulants 
for growth of the Nigerian economy and harness its 
immense potential for the benefit of all. 

ECOWAS can further strengthen economic 
cooperation, and foster closer ties among member 
states, with an unwavering dedication to upholding 
democratic principles, human rights, and the rule of 
law which will undoubtedly solidify ECOWAS's 
position as a vanguard of regional stability and 
progress. 

STAKEHOLDERS within the region are enjoined to join 
hands to build a prosperous, peaceful, and 
integrated West Africa. This unity will ensure that 
our pursuit of the greater good, promoting 
dia logue,  cooperat ion,  and sustainable  
development throughout the ECOWAS Community, 
would be achieved because what we want to see is 
growth, as growth is a necessary condition for 
fighting poverty.

We no want problems oh! go 
finish with ASUU, Jailbreaks, 

Subsidy and others. When they 
cannot pay 30K minimum wage, 
they are talking about increase.

No carry us play politics.

FED. GOVT. PLAN TO INCREASE SALARY

They don start again 
salaries (an fara). 
My hand no dey

Y
il
b

is
sa

Task before Tinubu 
as ECOWAS Chairman 
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Opinion

IF you are abroad, particularly in the 
United Kingdom, you may likely 
bump into one or two top ex-
government officials, who are now 
quietly enjoying their loot in the 
tranquility of London.

Then, if you have an opportunity to 
exchange pleasantries with them, 
they will tell you the usual story of 
being abroad on holiday, short visit 
or for medical check. 

Well, the reality is that they have 
fled the country to the peaceful 
sanctuary provided by their fellow 
politicians abroad, while regrettably 
wasting the opportunity they had to 
turn their own country to a safe 
haven.

Surprisingly, some of the people 
you will never imagine leaving the 
country are already enjoying 
summer abroad.

If the reports making rounds that 
Muhammadu Buhari, the immediate 
past president, has fled the country, 
is something to hold on to, then the 
exodus of Nigerians abroad has 
received a huge boost.

It also offers a perfect scene for a 
make belief storyline, while leaving 
the viewers with the height of irony 
and hypocrisy.

A concerned Niger ia,  who 
described himself as Distinguished 
Everest on his tweet recently, said: 
“Katsina is unsafe for Buhari. He is 
living in the UK now. His children are 
outside the country. Katsina citizens 
are still living in Katsina with its 
insecurities.”

Recall that few weeks to his 
handover to the then president-
elect, Buhari in a meeting with 
governors of the All Progressive 

LAST week, Nigeria's President, Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu instructed his newly appointed security 
chiefs to work together to end the unyielding 
spate of insecurity in the country.

“He told us that we must work as a team and 
that there's work to be done,” National 
Security Adviser, Nuhu Ribadu told State 
House Correspondents after a closed-door 
meeting with the President and Service Chiefs 
at the Aso Rock Villa in the nation's capital, 
Abuja.

Tinubu's directive is not dissimilar from the 
order he had given to the immediate past 
Service Chiefs on June 1, where he declared 
that he would not condone them working at 
cross purposes. 

Africa's most populous nation has been 
grappling with severe security challenges for 
over a decade. In addition to the infamous 
Boko Haram terrorist group, Fulani terrorist 
groups, armed gangs, kidnappers, and 
separatist groups continue to aggravate the 
security situation in the country.

Figures from the Council on Foreign 
Relations Nigeria Security Tracker show that 
between May 2011 and July 2023, 98,906 
violent deaths were recorded in the country 
with perpetrators including Boko Haram, state 
actors, sectarian, and other armed groups. 

In June 2023, one month after president 
Tinubu came into office, 690 people were 
killed in the country by violent actors.
Tinubu says his government is conscious of 
the security situation in Nigeria and ready to 
address all the concerns of Nigerians on the 
issue.

Many Nigerians aren't so sure his promise 
would be fulfilled.

Tinubu's predecessor, Muhammadu Buhari 
had promised to end insecurity while 
campaigning for office in 2015. He had pointed 
to his military background and vowed to end 
Boko Haram. 

Buhari was unable to end the insurgency in 
the North-East. Rather, unprecedented 
massacre of people and destruction of 
communities were openly, blatantly and 
systematically advertised by Fulani terrorists 
assured of their protection by the certainty 
that their kith and kin controlled the 
commanding heights of state power in the 
country. 

Congress (APC) had assured that he 
would be moving to Daura, his 
hometown in Katsina State, and 
spend six months before relocating 
to Kaduna, where he would spend his 
retirement.

Just a few days in Daura, the former 
president is said to have relocated to 
London, a place he considered more 
conducive and that offers the peace 
he needs on his retirement.

It is obvious that the former 
president is fleeing from the 
escalating insecurity in the country, 
especially in the North-West, his 
geopolitical zone, where banditry and 
kidnapping have turned into a small 
hell for the inhabitants.

Of course, Garba Shehu, Buhari's 
ex-media aide, has been issuing 
statements to defend his former 
boss' action and absence at his home 
at Government Reserved Area (GRA) 
in Daura, where he planned to stay 
for six months.

“He chose to go home in Daura 
hoping to find the type of quiet he 
wished for himself, but realising that 
this was not the case, visitors 
trooping in morning, day and night, 
he moved out to a more distant 
place,” Shehu said.

But pundits think otherwise. They 
think that the former president is 
running away from insecurity, which 
he paid lip service to for the eight 
years he was in power.

“If his own people could boo him 
when he came to commission 
projects in Katsina in January this 
year, and went to the extent of 
throwing stones at vehicles, which 

Under Buhari, Nigeria became a vast crime 
scene with daily killings and pillaging 
especially by unrestrained ethno-religious 
militias.

The London based Economist Newspaper in 
its October 23, 2021 edition, lamented Mr. 
Buhari's feebleness and cluelessness in 
tackling the expansive insecurity in the 
country. Terrorists and armed bandits are 
running wild because Mr Buhari is corrupt and 
lazy, failing to do anything but render lip 
service following every deadly attack, the 
paper argued.

“When violence erupts, the government does 
n o t h i n g  o r  c r a c k s  h ead s  a lmo s t  
indiscriminately…Economic troubles are 
compounded by a government that is inept 
and heavy-handed…He has failed to curb 
corruption, which breeds resentment. Many 
Nigerians are furious that they see so little 
benefit from the country's billions of 
petrodollars, much of which their rulers have 
squandered or stolen,” the paper added. 

Former lawmaker and social critic, Senator 
Shehu Sani accused the former president of 
wasting more money on security but failing to 
secure the lives of Nigerians.

Egbetokun said he would devise both human 
and technical intelligence to tackle the 
country's security challenges. 

“So, it's going to be our collective 
responsibility. Everybody is going to be 
involved. Everyone will be turned into a 
policeman. We are going to partner with every 
group. Every law-abiding citizen will have to be 
brought on board. You must give us the 
information. 

“Apart from technical intelligence, we will 
also rely so much on human intelligence which 
we believe is available within our communities. 
We are going to be proactive in our approach to 
solving our security problems,” the IGP said.

In June, the police chief announced that 
personnel of the Police Mobile Force (PMF) 
would be withdrawn from VIPs escort and 
guard duties.

While the protection of dignitaries remains 
paramount, it is imperative that we realign our 
priorities to address the escalating security 
challenges faced by the nation as a whole.

were part of his convoy, then that 
was a sign of what will happen if he 
decides to relocate to Daura on his 
retirement.

“The truth is that many were killed 
in Katsina, his hometown by 
bandits, many kidnapped and the 
president could not do anything. 
The people are angry with him and 
staying with them on retirement 
and now that the state security 
apparatus is not fully deployed for 
his safety is a risk,” Mathias Oniwoh, 
a security expert, said.

Another pundit argued that if 
Katsina is not safe enough for the 
ex-president, Kaduna, which he 
chose as his retirement home, and 
also closer to Abuja, would have 
offered him the peace he desired, 
instead of fleeing abroad as if there 
are no troubles in the United 
Kingdom.

“I think the former president is 
reaping from what he sowed. 
Imagine if Buhari had fought 
insecurity head-on, removed non-
performing army chiefs, sought 
foreign collaborations on time, 
raised the morale of soldiers and 
removed sentiments, insecurity 
would have been a thing of the 
past,” an anonymous pundit said.

Also, considering the fact that 
before Buhari became president, he 
hardly travels abroad, the pundits 
see a different Buhari now, who 
dislikes rural life in Daura, who sees 
Kaduna as unsafe, who doesn't 
want to be spotted in Abuja, but 
prefers London, his new love.

They also smell a rat in this new 
lifestyle, which comes with a cost.

“A former president cannot live in 

It has almost become a meaningless ritual 
for every newly elected Police chief in the first 
days following his appointment to 
immediately direct all Mobile police 
personnel withdrawn from VIPs escort, order 
the dismantling of roadblocks and ban its 
officers from harassing car owners with 
tinted vehicles.

Inspectors-General of Police since 2007 
have all vowed to recall police escorts from 
VIPs. They never go ahead to do so.
Since Egbetokun's vow, mobile policemen 
have yet to be withdrawn from protecting 
VIPs, their homes and properties.

Ending insecurity in the country is key to 
Tinubu's ambition to drive Africa's largest 
economy into a $1 trillion economy by 2031. 
Doing so would depend on his ability to drive 
reforms in the security services, police and 
military. 

Nigeria's security architecture is not fit for 
purpose and unable to meet the security 
demands of the next decade.

Nigeria's police are understaffed, 
demoralised and poorly trained. Many, noted 
the Economist Magazine, supplement their 
low pay by robbing the public they have 
sworn to protect.

On 4 October 2020, a video went viral 
showing officers of the notorious Special 
Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) dragging two 
men from a hotel and shooting one of them 
outside. A few days later, protests erupted 
across Nigeria under the umbrella of the 
#EndSARS movement.

Since then, not much ha changed. 
Policeman continue to brutalise and extort 
citizens across the country.

Nigeria's military suffers from an acute 
readiness crisis. They are overstretched, 
under-manned, grossly under-equipped, ill-
trained, and poorly led. Even more 
unpleasant, is the fact that the three services 
are locked in intense unhealthy competition, 
with neither the administrative head of the 
military (Minister of Defence) nor the 
operational head (Chief of Defence Staff) 
able to arbitrate. This has resulted in lone 
wolf approaches to operations; with 
individual services working in silos rather 
than in concert, thus imperilling the 
coun te r te r ro r / coun te r i nsu rgenc i es  

any kind of place in the UK. It has to 
be a mansion, well furnished and 
protected. So, he had to get money 
out of the country to acquire such 
an edifice, whose monthly cost of 
maintenance can pay the school 
fees of many students in Daura.

“ I s  N ige r i a  go ing  to  be  
mainta in ing h is  new-found 
luxurious lifestyle and does it mean 
he has abandoned his Daura people 
to their fate?” anonymous pundit 
further wondered.

Meanwhile, the irony for many 
concerned citizens is that Buhari 
had boasted in an interview with 
Bloomberg in June 2022 that his 
regime would “leave Nigeria in a far 
better place than we found it,” 
adding that “terrorists no longer 
hold any territory in Nigeria, and 
their leaders are deceased.”

Same man has fled his country in 
less than a month after leaving 
power and that mirrors the mindset 
of most African leaders, who care 
less about the development of their 
countries, as they always run to the 
United Kingdom, Europe, America 
and other developed countries 
where the government is working, 
infrastructure and peace are in 
place.

It is also needless to count the 
number of lives lost to bandits, 
kidnappers and Boko Haram under 
Buhari's eight years in power, 
considering the huge funds spent 
on fighting insecurity with little 
result.

Earlier this year, the former 
president revealed that his 
administration had invested over 
$1billion in the acquisition of 

campaigns across the country.
The challenge facing the Nigerian military 

as clearly evident over the last decade is to 
train a force that is capable of winning wars.
In the conflict against Boko Haram, whole 
battalions have been accused of running 
away from the battlefield, with cases of 
soldiers losing their will to fight. While 
access to efficient equipment has been cited 
as the main reason for this, many experts 
believe that it is a secondary reason.

One of the critical factors responsible for 
this lethargic approach by the Nigerian 
military, according to a former Chief of 
Military Intelligence, is the methodology for 
recruiting officers and soldiers, their manner 
of training and on-boarding, as well as the 
methodology for deploying and promoting 
them.

“The Nigerian military has over the years 
become a 'tribal employment portal' where 
emphasis is placed on language, tribe and 
religion at the expense of capability, 
efficiency and merit. The resultant outcome 
is a large corps of officers and men incapable 
of securing the country and unwilling to put 
their 'best foot' forward in the arena of 
battle. The reason is not hard to fathom; 
many joined the military not out of 
patriotism and a willingness to serve, but out 
of material need for a source of regular 
income,” he noted.

President Tinubu's reforms would need to 
redefine who can become a soldier and how 
that process takes place. The distorted 
system of recruitment, postings, transfers, 
promotions, rewards and punishment needs 
a complete overhaul to engender patriotism 
and selflessness and thus, get the best of the 
best into the military.

Furthermore, the deployment of soldiers 
for internal security operations such as anti-
kidnapping, anti-crime and anti-cultism 
operations completely negates the training 
and doctrine as well as the responsibilities of 
the military.

The end result has been the erosion of the 
professionalism of soldiers as well as the 
vitiation of their distinctive soldierly quality 
as they get more and more involved in 
civilian matters.

weapons from the United States 
and other countries in the fight 
against insurgency since he 
assumed office in 2015.

With all the funds, and unable to 
subdue the bandits, Bulus Yakubu, a 
Pankshin-born lawyer, think that 
the former president decided to 
leave the country for a more 
organised one for fear of having 
skirmishes with the bandits, who 
were bold enough to attach his 
presidential convoy.

“If with the huge number of 
security personnel, sophisticated 
weapons, intelligence and advance 
team, yet Buhari's convoy was 
attacked, imagine what will happen 
now with far less than the number. 
The former president is scared and 
is running for safety,” Yakubu said.

However, apart from the former 
president, most former ministers, 
and political office holders under 
Buhari's administration are jetting 
out of the country for fear of 
prosecution by the anti-graft 
agency.

Before now, many of them had 
relocated their families, making it 
easy to sneak in and out of the 
country, moving their loots abroad.

In their conclusion, the pundits 
blamed the insecurity, misrule and 
mass looting of the state funds by 
selfish leaders on the gullible 
Nigerian society.

“If we don't take the bait from 
politicians, if we insist and forget 
ethnicity, if we force the legislature 
to make laws that will keep our 
leaders back home, then they will 
ensure there is security to enable 
them retire in peace here,” Chijioke 
Umelahi, a former lawmaker, said. 

By NOSA IGBINADOLOR 

How insecurity in Katsina pushed Buhari into 'exile’
By EMELIKE OBINNA

Expectation high as Nigeria's new security chiefs talk tough
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IDIROKO Border Smuggling of 
goods into the country did not 
start this year, last year or the 
penultimate year. It has always 
been perpetrated by criminal 
e l emen t s  a nd  e c onom i c  
saboteurs. It is what the 
aforementioned have illegally 
carried out for decades, in our 
beloved country.

The smuggling business is a 
crime. Every where in the world. 
But in this part of the universe, it 
appears to be unending. It has, 
and continues to defy every 
practical solution.

Among the commodities and 
goods imported illegally into the 
country is rice, a staple 
ca rbohydra te  f ood .  R i ce  
smuggling into Nigeria has since 
a s s u m e d  a  f r i g h t e n i n g  
proportion. The criminal activity 
has continued to damage the 
country's economy. Domestic 
production of the agricultural 
commodity, also, has since been 
hampered.

Personnel of the Nigeria 
Customs involved in anti-
smuggling operations have lost 
their lives while engaging armed 
groups smuggling rice into the 
country. Reports abound of how 
the precious lives of some 
Nigerians have been cut short 
after consuming unhealthy and 
toxic rice varieties imported into 
the country.

Many citizens would not have 
forgotten about the 'plastic rice' 
brought into the country from 
China, in 2016. It took the 
intervention of the Customs to 
curb the inflow of the adulterated 
rice into Nigerian markets.

Ano the r  i n c i den t  aga in  
happened in 2017, when the 
Federal Government (then) 
warned that there were some 
brands of poisonous foreign rice 
in circulation. Reacting then, Col. 
H a m e e d  A l i  ( r t d ) ,  t h e  
Comptroller-General of Customs, 
described rice imported into 
Nigeria as poisonous, advising 
Nigerians to stop consuming it.

He had said: “A chemical must 
have been added to sustain its 
freshness and that chemical is 
harmful. Also, it has been re-
bagged with a new date given as 
the production and expiry date 
and that is what we consume 
here which causes diseases.

“So, I appeal to Nigerians to 
please patronize our own rice; it 
is available, more nutritious and 
if you do that you will assist 
Customs by making sure these 
people are put out of business”.

Illegal rice importation, Ali said, 
remains one of the biggest 
challenges facing the Nigeria 
Customs Service. As part of 
finding a permanent solution to 
the menace, a worried President 
Muhammadu Buhari in August 
2019 ordered the closure of the 
country's border over illegal 
importation of drugs, arms and 
agricultural products into Nigeria 
from neighbouring West African 
countries.

But in December 2020, the 
immediate-past Nigerian leader, 
ordered the reopening of four 
land borders. For about a year 
that our land borders were shut 
local rice production was 
boosted. According to the Rice 
Processors Association of 
Nigeria, RIPAN, the Border 
Restriction Policy implemented 
by the Buhari government 
caused the demand for Nigerian 

Makinde stated that the Idiroko 
Border had been reopened for 
import and export business since 
2022.

While lending credence to the 
statements of the NCS officials, 
RIPAN accused enemies of the 
Nigerian economy of circulating 
the fake video. It said that those 
behind the video are individuals 
or groups who seek to undermine 
the new government and promote 
illegal activities such as rice 
smuggling, from Benin Republic, 
Cameroun and Niger Republic for 
their personal gain.

Andy Ekwelem, Director General 
of the organisation, in a 
statement obtained by PRNigeria, 
said their RIPAN is dedicated to 
supporting the efforts of the 
federal government to improve 
the food security well-being of 
Nigerians, and also, remain 
commit ted to  fac i l i ta t ing 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  
collaborations towards this goal.

Ekwelem urged the government 
and all stakeholders to remain 
watchful and to avoid falling prey 
to the machinations of those who 
seek to sabotage the nation's 

economy, and exploit Nigeria's 
big brotherly role within the West 
African sub-region for their 
narrow interest.

It is imperative for the Nigerian 
Customs and other sister security 
agencies to sustain, and perhaps, 
increase the tempo of dealing 
with rice smugglers and other 
economic saboteurs.  The 
damage these criminals have 
done to the country's economy is 
unimaginable. Citizens must not 
continue to battle all sorts of 
health challenges occasioned by 
consuming unhygienic foreign 
rice.

The circumstances surrounding 
the circulation of the old video, 
also needs to be thoroughly 
investigated. Those behind must 
be fished out, and made to face 
the music. That would send a 
message to their cohorts. Today 
and now, is the right time to wage 
another merciless battle against 
the unending importation of 
foreign rice in the country. It 
cannot be tomorrow.

Mahmud, the Deputy Editor 

of PRNigeria, wrote in via: 

babasalam1989@gmail.com

home-grown and loca l l y-
processed rice to increase quite 
immensely.

This caused an increase in both 
the production of paddy rice, as 
well as rice processing facilities. 
In 2020, during the COVID era, 
Nigeria farmers produced as 
much as 8.2 million tons of paddy 
rice and another 8.4 million tons 
in 2021. At the time, all of the 
paddy produced were taken by 
the rice processors/millers who 

processed them and supplied 
good quality finished rice to 
Nigerians.

Even as the borders were closed 
and the COVID pandemic raged 
on, Nigeria didn't suffer lack of 
food, particularly rice. The 
numbers in metric tons of paddy 
rice produced by Nigerian farmers 
began to decline after the borders 
were reopened in 2021, and 
smuggling commenced again in 
earnest, causing a drop in the 
volume of paddy offtake by the 
rice processors/millers.

It is on record that upon the 
reopening of our borders, official 
rice import to Benin republic from 
Thailand rose from meagerly 
monthly average of 5,000 metric 
tons in 2019, to a monthly 
average of 26,861 metric tons in 
2022. Last month, PRNigeria 
reported that about 35,749 bags 
of foreign rice were impounded by 
the NCS, between January and 
April this year.

It is however due to the renewed 
war that personnel of the 
Customs launched to give rice 
smugglers a bloody noose, that 
the quantity of what were seized 

stopped at the figure given.
The NCS strides in tackling rice 

smuggling must be sustained. 
The Nigerian government should 
however know that some 
unscrupulous elements are bent 
on frustrating the anti-smuggling 
war of the Customs and advocacy 
of groups such as RIPAN.

About a week or even less, the 
old video showing how Customs 
personnel re-opened the Idiroko 
border in 2021 was everywhere 

on the social media. The 
mischievous elements behind the 
release of the old border re-
opening video apparently wanted 
to denting the early days of 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
who they claimed ordered the re-
opening immediately after taking 
over power.

But whatever was the goal of 
those who re-circulated the old 
video, it failed. First to disprove 
the authenticity of the video was 
the spokesperson of the Nigerian 
Customs, Abubakar Maiwada. 
Maiwada, in a chat with PRNigeria 
said Nigeria presently 'has no 
closed border.'

According to him, all the 
borders have been opened 
months ago to allow exports and 
imports. “All our major borders 
are open. The video showing the 
Idiroko border opening is a very 
old video that a mischief maker 
just repackaged to create a 
wrong narrative,” he explained.

Meanwhile, the Area Controller 
of NCS in Ogun State, Mr 
Bamidele Makinde also dismissed 
the viral video. While addressing 
the newsmen in Abeokuta, 

Idiroko border re-opening 'saga' 
and desperation of smugglers

By ABDULSALAM MAHMUD
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President, CFN, ICA, Africa, President, PLASCOFED conducting the Deputy 
Governor, Hon. Josephine Piyo round exhibition mounted by Local 
Government Multipurpose Cooperative Society

Plateau State Governor, represented by the Deputy, Hon. Josephine Piyo 
delivering the Governor’s speech while High Chief Tajudeen Oriyomi 
Ayeola and PLASCOFED President, Mrs. Hannatu Paul Mershak listen with 
rapt attention

PPC MCS during the match pass at the celebration Permanent Secretary, Commerce and Industry, Mr. Fidelis Daboer with 
retired Permanent Secretary and Directors of the Ministry for Commerce 
and Industry

High Chief Tajudeen Oriyomi Ayeola (left) in a discussion mood with the 
PLASCOFED President, Mrs. Hannatu Paul Mershak

President, Micro Waves Multipurpose Cooperative Society of PRTVC, 
Bulus Sha flanked by other PLASCOFED members

President, PPC MCS, Mrs. Jennifer Yarima (middle) with other 
cooperators at a reception at the PPC premises

President and Cooperators of NTA Jos Cooperative Society in photograph

PLASCOFED CELEBRATES INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE DAY
The Plateau State Cooperative Federation (PLASCOFED) on Saturday celebrated the 2023 International Cooperative Day with the theme: 

“Cooperatives for Sustainable Development” at the Rwang Pam Township Stadium, Jos



A mum has shared her 
frustrat ion after her 
h u s b a n d  r e p e a t e d l y  
misspelt their son's name 
for the last five months 
since his birth - and all of 
his friends get it wrong as 
well

Mum holding baby boy, 
looking at husband He kept 
getting it wrong (stock 
phoot) (Image: Getty 
Images/iStockphoto)

When  i t  comes  to  
children's names, people 
will often butcher them and 
make spelling blunders, 
but if there's anyone you'd 
expect to get it right, it's 
their parents. However, 
one mum has been left 
bewildered after realising 
her husband has been 
misspelling their son's 
name for the last five 
months.

The unnamed parent took 
to Reddit's Name Nerds 
forum to  share  her  
baf f lement  over  her  

partner's error,  explaining 
that he's not the only one 
doing this,  all of his friends 
have also been guilty of 
making the same mistake.  
The woman shared how 
she'd been wondering why 
pals kept spelling their 
son's name as Issac instead 
of Isaac,  but it turned out it 
was all due to her husband.

Mum kissing boy on 
forehead

The blunder was due to 

autocorrect (stock photo) 
( I m a g e :  G e t t y  
Images/Tetra images RF)

Get the news you want 
straight to your inbox. Sign 
up for a Mirror newsletter 
here.

She wrote: "My son's 
name is Isaac.  He is 5  
months old. I've been 
wondering why all of my 

husband's friends spell it 
'Issac'. Today I realised 
that they spell it that way 
because HE spells it that 
way.

"He announced it that way,  
that is how he refers to him 
in all his messages.  He 
sends his grandma photo 
postcards and that is how 
he spells his name on 
those.

They added in the 
comments: "I did not 
expect these issues with 
such a common name!

"It has really p* * *ed me off!  
As a one-off it's fine, 
autocorrect is silly, haha 

etc. But it's every time and 

he's never noticed?! He 

hasn't even noticed that 
everyone else now does the 
same thing. Mind blown. If 

someone spells my baby's 
name wrong to me then I 

definitely notice⋯because 

he's my flipping baby!"
What is happening where 

you live? Find out by adding 
your postcode.

Hundreds of people have 
since responded to the 
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Odd World

post, with many joking 
they hoped her husband 
hadn't filled out the birth 
certificate. Others shared 
their own stories of names 
being spelt wrong.

One said: "My cousin 
realised he'd been spelling 
his name 'wrong' when he 
was 16. His parents spelt it 
Zachery on his birth 
certificate but he was 
taught to spell it Zachary.

"They also spelt his 
sister's name as Haylee 
because they didn't know 
there was any other way to 
spell it (it's commonly spelt 
Hayley in Australia)."

Another replied: "My FIL 

spelt my husband's name 
wrong on  the  b i r th  

certificate. Best part? He's 
named after his dad. So, I 
have to ask him every time 
I fill something out bc I 

can't remember how it's 
spelt."

Someone else added: "My 

dad can't spell my name. 
And to make matters 
worse, he made my mom 
change the spelling she 
liked (which would have 
made the pronunciation of 
my name more intuitive). 
So, I have a name that is 
constantly mispronounced 

thanks to my dad who can't 
even spell my name."

Do you have a baby name 
story to share? We want to 
hear all about it. 

The mirror.

Mum puzzled as husband 
spells son's name wrong

DEAR God, I am pained to the extent that 
I cannot stop tears following freely down 
my cheek each night my family is about 
going to bed. The  glaring scenario of 
socio-economic retardation and political 
uncertainly have both cobwebbed my 
thoughts of hoping for a better tomorrow 
for our nation. These past weeks have not 
been easy for me even as the wicked and 
their cohorts have risen to consume me, 
us and the Christendom. I cannot have a 
sound sleep because of the obvious fact 
that the gates of hell has risen and is 
prevailing against us. 

As it is, the Nigerian nation state has 
almost lost its fundamental bearing even 
as many erudite scholars have submitted 
far-reaching evidences including 
pragmatic indicators that this time 
around; the hand writings on the wall are 
clear, the center can no longer hold. Many 
unspeakable and unimaginable things 
are happening in our communities which 
are almost puncturing our salvation in the 
Lord. A few days ago, football enthusiasts 
gathered at the Abuja National Stadium 
to witness the second crucial leg of the 
world cup qualifiers match between the 
Black Stars of Ghana and the Super 
Eagles of Nigeria. Many had gathered in 
full confidence that no Jupiter would stop 
Nigeria from going to the 2022 World Cup 
extravaganza in Qatar.

After securing a draw in Ghana during 
the first leg of the encounter in Kumasi, 
soccer pundits had given the ticket 
without any doubt to our Nigerian 
representatives. As it unfortunately turn 
out to be however, the Super Eagles failed 
to fly the nation's flag thus generating 
great concern amongst soccer faithful in 
the country. For yours sincerely however, 
I had concluded even before the match 
commenced that securing the world cup 
ticket was not that which Nigeria needed 
considering the battalions of problems 
before us.  I thought that going to the 
World Cup tournament would make a 
further mockery of us as a struggling 
nation in most recent times.

Some of us are presently convinced 
beyond reasonable doubt that almost 
nothing tangible is working in the 
country. Just this past Sunday, another 
unprovoked attack took place in Rosu and  
Arri all in  Bassa Local Government Area 
of Plateau State where an unconfirmed 
number of innocent lives were killed. We 
cannot afford to also forget the unabated 
killings of innocent lives in Kaduna which 
is another unpleasant tale all together.

It looks as if these unabated security 
circumstances in both local government 
areas have defiled possible pragmatic 
solutions. But again, in the past few 
months, all tertiary institutions in this 
country have been under lock and key. 
Sad enough, all attempts aimed that 
settling the problems between the 
Federal Government and striking 
lecturers are still but  a tremendous 
hallucination.

Many social commentators and experts 
are of the opinion that what we need at 
this particular crucial moment is for our 
students to get back to their classrooms 
to avoid spending more delayed 
excruciating years at their institutions of 
learning across the nation. Before now, 
the citizens of this country had the ample 
opportunity to select any means of 

transportation to travel and see their 
loved ones or spend holidays in this 
country. Today, it is seemingly a different 
narrative as the citizens cannot move 
from point A to point B without any fear of 
molestation, kidnaping with ransom or 
instantly killed by hoodlums with 
impunity in the country.

From my humble assessment of 
unfolding developments in the country, I 
am in deep thoughts as to whether the 
unpalatable experiences of the war in 
Ukraine is but easier to comprehend and 
adapt too than the excruciating ugly 
developments in Nigeria. Just take a look 
at the most recent Kaduna-Abuja train 
attack and you will be ashamed as a 
Nigerian. Most annoying is the fact that 
despite the intelligence reports earlier 
issued by some security agencies, no one 
deemed it fit to investigate and or put in 
p lace any concrete prevent ive 
mechanism to this effect. 

As if this was not enough, in broad 
daylight, terrorists invaded the Kaduna 
International Airport where planes were 
halted from embarking on their 
anticipated journeys to all parts of the 
country. As the situation is; these 
terrorists have proven that no journey 
either by air, rail, car and or our 
waterways is secured. This equally 
means that the citizens of this country are 
in serious trouble for no fault of theirs.

At this very moment, we all need a 
Nigeria where there is enough food for all, 
a nation where the laws of the land should 
be respected by  both the rich and the 
poor.  We certainly don't need a nation 
where  its citizens would be living from 
hand to mouth. Regrettably today, more 
than half of the people of this nation 
cannot comfortably afford three square 
meals a day.

Even in the middle of this inflation heat, 
our leaders are still play tricks on us, 
painting a fallacious picture of economic 
stability which never is. Our leaders are 
no longer perturbed about the increasing 
number  o f  k i l l i ngs  wh ich  has  
overwhelmed this country. Lord, I just 
pray that our leaders with all sincerity of 
purpose and responsibility wake up from 
their slumber to comprehend  the fact 
that our nation has crossed the red lines.

In more definitive terms, our leaders 
must begin to find lasting solutions to the 
issue of these unabated killings, 
kidnaping, insurgency, banditry or acts of 
sabotage including consistent cases of 
corruption and acts of personnel 
aggrandizement enveloping the country.

We as a nation must end this 
unpalatable dehumanizing inflation rate 
where the cost of living is already beyond 
the reach of the common man. Let's not 
pretend, we cannot continue to deceive 
ourselves that everything is on the right 
track in Nigeria when we equally know 
that things are in complete shambles.

Almighty God, this is not the kind of 
Nigeria we all anticipated for, this is not 
the kind of country we prayed for, a nation 
where we cannot sleep with our eyes 
closed due to the administrative 
ingenuity of our leaders aimed at tacking 
the security challenges bedeviling this 
country amongst others  . I am 
wondering my Lord,  Eloi, Eloi, Lama 
Sabachthani…

Eloi, Eloi, Lama Sabachthani…
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The Super Eagles departed Monrovia, the capital of Liberia with a 3-2 win over Sierra Leone.

IN addition to having the same base 
and coach, comparisons between 
Hughes and Bolt have naturally 
followed because of their similar 
frames.

Both comfortably over 6ft tall, such 
height makes a clean, quick start 
difficult.

Fortunately for Hughes, his coach 
is well versed in harnessing that 
apparent disadvantage.

"He knows what it takes to be up 
there with the greatest guys in the 
world. I respect him highly and he is 
like a father figure," Hughes says of 
Mills, who has focused on the 
athlete's running mechanics - 
particularly out of the blocks.

"Coach has said to me many times 
that me and Usain have similar 
traits, which he is accustomed to.

"We're not bullet starters like 
everyone else but once we get 
upright and into our running, we are 
going to be powering down the 
track. That's what he likes to see."

It was announced on Thursday that 
Fred Kerley and Noah Lyles, the 
reigning world champions over 
100m and 200m respectively, will 
join Hughes when he competes over 
the longer distance at the London 
Diamond League on 23 July.

It's a challenge which the fastest 
man in the world this year is 
relishing as he builds towards the 
World Championships in Budapest in 
August and, while not an outright 
target, he admits achieving a second 
British record in as many months, on 
home soil, would be "very exciting".

The Briton was speaking before 
securing a sprint double at the UK 
Championships in Manchester, 
which also included the world trials.

"I have fun now and I'm more 
relaxed because I work hard," he 
says.

"These are the moments to go out 
there and show to the world that I've 
been working.

"I'm so grateful that I was able to 
achieve something I've wanted to 
achieve for a long time. At the same 
time, the job isn't done yet, but 
everything is coming together right 
now.”

"If you can dream it, you can 
achieve it," Zharnel Hughes 
wrote on Instagram, after 
running 9.83 seconds to break 
Linford Christie's 30-year British 
100m record.

Not only did the 27-year-old dream 
it but, prior to his race in New York, 
Hughes had written down that he 
would make history by clocking that 
exact time.

The reigning European 200m 
champion took 0.04 secs off the 
previous record of 9.87 on Saturday, 
a mark which Christie had set at the 
World Championships in 1993.

Hughes' new record is the fastest 
time in the world this year, and the 
second fastest ever by a European 
athlete.

Only Italy's Marcell Jacobs, who 
ran 9.80 to win Olympic gold in 
Tokyo in 2021, has run faster.

He initially looked to be in disbelief 
after seeing his time - despite doing 
just as he had predicted.

"I woke up with a dream this 
morning," Hughes said. "This 
morning I woke up with 9.83 on my 
mind.

"When I looked at the clock and 
saw 9.83, I don't know if you saw my 
reaction, but I was like: 'What just 
happened there?' It actually came 
through.

"Manifestation is real."
He later shared a photo of his 

p r e d i c t i o n ,  w h i c h  r e a d :  
"Competition day in New York. I'm 
going to run 9.83. Have faith."

'I've not even started speed 
work yet' - Hughes hints at more 
to come

Christie remains the only British 
man to have ever won World 
Championship 100m gold, with that 
victory in Stuttgart arriving a year 
after Olympic gold at Barcelona 
1992.

Hughes said he was looking 
forward to seeing Christie "shaking 
his hand and telling him that this is 
long overdue".

"I always give respect to Linford. 
He always supports me every time 
I'm in the UK, and sometimes he 
helps out with my training sessions," 

Hughes said.
It is 20 years since a British man 

made the world 100m podium, since 
Darren Campbell won bronze in Paris 
in 2003.

Hughes will take great confidence 
from his performance with less than 
two months until the World 
Championships in Budapest.

The Briton powered away from the 
field in impressive fashion over the 
final 50m, beating Jamaica's 
Ackeem Blake (9.93) to clinch 
victory at the New York Grand Prix

Saturday's race also featured 
American 2019 world 100m 
champion Christian Coleman, who 
finished third in 10.02.

After Hughes, the next fastest 
times in the world so far this year 
have been recorded by Kenya's 
Ferdinand Omanyala (9.84secs) and 
the United States' reigning world 
champion Fred Kerley (9.88secs).

Hughes, whose personal best had 
been 9.91 since 2018, is coached by 
Glen Mills - the man who helped 
retired Jamaican sprinting legend 
Usain Bolt win his eight Olympic 
medals.

Mills is the head coach of the 
Racers Track Club in Kingston, 
Jamaica, which was also the home of 
2011 world 100m champion Yohan 
Blake - the second fastest man in 
history behind Bolt.

"Anything is possible," said 
Hughes.

"The great thing is, we haven't 
started speed work yet, so this is 
just raw speed and endurance. My 
coach is going to be elated."

Before thinking about the worlds, 
the UK Championships - which 
double as the trials for a place in the 
worlds team - will take place in 
Manchester on 8-9 July.

It was first thing on Sunday 
morning that Eugene Amo-
Dadzie - the self-styled world's 
fastest accountant - heard the 
knock on his front door.

Bleary-eyed having only returned 
from his life-changing trip to Austria 
late the night before, he excitedly 
jumped out of bed and hurried to 
welcome his early visitors.

"As soon as I saw their credentials I 
was buzzing," says Amo-Dadzie, of 
the UK Anti-Doping (Ukad) officers 
standing on his doorstep asking him 
to provide a urine sample. "It's 
validation of your achievement."

At 30, Amo-Dadzie is the oldest 
new kid on the block British sprinting 
has ever seen.

Despite only taking up athletics 
when he was 26, his astonishing 
9.93-second performance in Graz, 
Austria, last week means he is now 
the quickest 100m runner in Europe 
this year by some margin. The time 
also places him fourth on the British 
all-time list.

Not bad for a full-time accountant 
with no sponsors or funding. "If you 
know anyone at Nike, Adidas, New 
Balance, Puma, Asics or anywhere 
else then send them my way," he 
jokes.

Amo-Dadzie's athletics story is one 
of two distinct beginnings, the 
second - and most significant - of 
which came in summer 2018 when 
he and his lifelong friend stumbled 
across a local track meeting after 
playing football in east London.

Watching the 100m, his friend 
turned to Amo-Dadzie and bluntly 
said: "You could put a pair of spikes 
on and beat these guys. Why haven't 
you tried this properly before?"

Amo-Dadzie had no real answer. 
He had always been quick, 
competing for his secondary school - 
which he left with a personal best of 
11.3 seconds - despite never 
training or joining a local club.

His plans to join the athletics team 
while studying at the University of 
Nottingham disintegrated amid the 
distractions of student life. "Let's 
just say track and field quickly fell 
down my list of priorities," he says, 
with a laugh.

While his friends would gently 
tease him for wasting his express 
speed on opposition defenders in 
amateur football, he was content to 
follow athletics from afar while 
telling himself he could have made it 
if only he had committed. On that 
afternoon in east London, he 
belatedly decided to give it a shot.

Within a year of his first training 
session at Woodford Green Athletics 
Club, he reached the British 
Championships semi-finals, racing 
against Olympians Adam Gemili and 
Harry Aikines-Aryeetey.

That debut season brought a 
personal best of 10.55, which he 
then lowered to 10.20 in 2021 and 
10.05 the following year.

A first British vest arrived this 
March at the European Indoor 
Championships, where he reached 
the 60m semi-finals, but few outside 
his immediate circle had any inkling 
of what was to come in Graz last 
Friday evening, where he blitzed the 
field in almost entirely windless 
conditions.

"I got a really good reaction, a 
really good start and then it was like 
'Do not let your foot off the gas'," he 
says. "I got into my upright running 
and I literally felt like I was flying.

"I leaned towards the line, looked 
over, saw the time began with a nine 
and went crazy. I just went mad. 
God willing, I will run that many 
more times, but you only get the first 
one once. It was one of the best days 
of my life."

In a sport where supporters are 
used to being burned by things that 
seem too good to be true, some have 
cast shade on a relative unknown 
30-year-old suddenly running such a 
fast time.

But Amo-Dadzie says criticism 
does not faze him, welcoming the 
chance to be added to the rigorous 
whereabouts anti-doping system 
reserved for the highest rank of elite 
athlete.

"There are always people who are 
sceptical of great things that people 
achieve," he says. "If you know my 
story and have been following me 
then it makes sense.

"I'm a big, big supporter of clean 
athletics. Ukad are more than 
welcome to break my door down. My 
wife will tell you how excited I was 
when they banged on the door the 
first time.

"It's validation of all the hard work. 
They are not going to test someone 
who is running 10.8. If I want to be a 
professional athlete, this is what 
comes with that."

The switch to turning professional 
is surely inevitable, although this 
week he is back fitting training 
sessions around work as a senior 
management accountant for a 
property company.

He is on track for an individual spot 
on the British team for August's 
World Championships, where he 
also hopes to make the 4x100m 
squad for the first time.

One question remains - something 
more people are asking him with 
every giant leap he makes. Does he 
wonder what he might have 
achieved if he had taken athletics 
seriously 15 years or more ago?

"No. Easy answer," he says. "If I 
was 18, showed a bit of potential and 
got a deal, I feel like I might not have 
realised that potential.

"I feel like I came into the sport at 
the right time. The head that I had 
on my shoulders at that time has 
allowed me to navigate this thing in 
a sensible way.

"I very much enjoy that I have a 
different story. I still refer to myself 
as an accountant that happens to 
operate in the world of track and 
field."

Surely, no longer. He is now a 
sprinter who happens to be an 
accountant.

Hughes is flying, chasing World Championships success
It was, he admits, a surreal time but he has since become good friends with the two fastest men in history, who would frequently address him 
as 'captain' and 'skipper' down at the famous Racers Track Club in Kingston. "They were the athletes that inspired me to be the athlete that I 
am today," says Hughes. "Being in their presence only motivated me to work even harder. "These guys were already at the top. To see the 
work ethic they had, the tenacity day in, day out and the way they pushed each other, I was just happy to be around those guys, they're 
legends." HARRY POOLE, writes.

Zharnel Hughes is the fastest man in the world this year, and broke the British 100m record in June
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RESIDENT Bola Tinubu's 
first 40 days in office Pcontrasted sharply with 

that of his predecessor.
For Muhammadu Buhari, success 

at the polls had come after three 
successive failed attempts to 
become president. His two terms 
as leader of Africa's most 
populous nation has been 
d e s c r i b e d  b y  m a n y  a s  
unimpressive.

“That Buhari managed to turn 
such wild enthusiasm about his 
c a n d i d a c y  i n t o  g r a v e  
disappointment,” said Ebenezer 
Obadare of the Council on Foreign 
Relations, “going from a regime of 
which many, rightly or not, had 
high hopes, to one that most can't 
wait to see the back of, ranks 
among the most remarkable 
instances of reputational collapse 
in the whole of Nigerian political 
history. It was clear within the first 
few months — the initial struggle 
to put together a cabinet being 
particularly telling — that Buhari, 
for all his desperation to take 
power, had not done his 
homework and was ill prepared for 
the demands of the office.”

Buhari's first 40 days in office 
were uneventful. He admitted in 
January 2018 that he was never in 
a hurry to do anything.

He delayed setting up a cabinet 
for about six months after he 
assumed office, an outcome that 
analysts partly blamed for 
plunging Nigeria's economy into 
recession in 2016.

“I don't know why people are so 
anxious about ministers. But 
eventually we will have them,” he 
told journalists in June 2015.

The  oppo s i t i o n  Peop l e s  
Democratic Party, in response to 
the former president's approach, 
called for prayers to save the 
government from further inaction 
and dithering.

“We urge Nigerians to join hands 
in prayers and offer useful 
sugges t i ons  to  P res iden t  
Muhammadu Buhari and the APC 
because with what we have seen 
in the last 30 days, the present 
administration is finding it very 
difficult to get its bearings right 
while showing no inclination 
towards implement ing i ts  
numerous campaign promises for 
which they were voted into office 
at the centre,” Olisa Metuh, the 
then spokesman of the party, said 
at the time.

He added: “We are deeply 
worried that the President who 
promised to unveil his cabinet two 
weeks after his inauguration has 
not been able to decide on key 

appointments such as ministers, 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation (SGF), a Chief of 
Staff and advisers in key sectors 
of the economy.

“This is more so as the delay 
has brought  government 
b u s i n e s s  i n  m i n i s t r i e s ,  
departments and agencies to a 
dangerous standsti l l  with 
coordination of important 
policies vested on ministers and 
the SGF now in tatters while the 
system drifts. This situation also 
creates loopholes through which 
overzealous persons around that 
President can connive with 
unscrupulous elements in the 
bureaucracy to siphon public 
resources in addition to possibly 
misleading the President to 
violate due process by spending 
beyond and outside his statutory 
limits.”

Unlike his predecessor who 
came into office with a deep fund 
of goodwill, Tinubu is faced with a 
crisis of legitimacy, which he is 
skillfully navigating.

He is facing a judicial inquest 
into his election as president. His 
opponents say he stole the 

February 2023 polls.
He has not been shy to take 

hard decisions though. He drove 
subdued hysteria in the country 
when he pronounced the end of 
petrol subsidy.

Two weeks after, the Central 
Bank of Nigeria announced an 
end to the segmented foreign 
exchange regime that had led to 
unprecedented exchange rate 
distortions and had helped to 
stymie investments.

Under Tinubu's predecessor, FX 
management remained too rigid 
to respond to external shocks.

The World Bank, in its Nigeria 
Development Update (June 
2022) report, warned that 
“multiple exchange rates, trade 
restrictions, and financing of the 
public deficit by the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) continue to 
underm ine  the  bus iness  
environment. These policies 
a u g m e n t  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  
w e a k n e s s e s  i n  r e v e n u e  
mobilisation, foreign investment, 
human capital development, 
infrastructure investment, and 
governance”.

Tinubu said he decided to unify 

the official and parallel market 
rates to save the country from 
financial haemorrhage.

The President, within two 
weeks,  a lso s igned four 
consequential bills into law, 
including the Student Loan Act 
that will facilitate the provision of 
financial assistance to Nigerian 
students in tertiary institutions.

The legislation allows students 
to access interest-free loans 
from the Nigerian Education Loan 
Fund.

The federal government said it 
was working out modalities to 
begin the disbursement of the 
loans from September.

Tinubu last week signed four 
Executive Orders, including one 
that suspends the 2023 Finance 
Act, deferring the date of its 
commencement from May 28, 
2023 to September 1,2023.

The Customs, Excise Tariff 
(Variation) Amendment Order, 
2023, shifts the commencement 
date of the tax changes from 
March 27, 2023 to August 1, 
2023 and also in line with the 
National Tax Policy.

Another Executive Order 

suspended the 5 percent excise 
tax on telecommunication 
services as well as the excise 
duties escalation on locally 
manufactured products.

The President ordered the 
suspension of the newly 
introduced Green Tax by way of 
excise tax on single use plastics, 
including plastic containers and 
bottles, as well as the import tax 
adjustment levy on certain 
vehicles.

The leadership and operational 
style of T inubu and his 
predecessor are remarkably 
different.

Buhari ran the country's 
economy aground. Tinubu has 
yet to change the narrative, 
although he has unveiled a rash 
of policies and initiatives.

Nigeria's economic woes 
continue to worsen. The local 
currency has continued to fall 
steeply. The naira lost about five 
percent of its value within 24 
hours from the 664.04 per dollar 
recorded at the close of business 
the day the CBN allowed for a 
free float of the local currency 
against the dollar and other 
global currencies.

Steve Hanke, professor of 
Economics at Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore termed 
the naira “another central bank 
junk currency”.

Nigeria continues to face 
m a s s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
challenges, including the need to 
reduce the dependence on oil for 
exports and revenues, diversify 
its foreign exchange sources, 
close the infrastructure gap, 
build strong and effective 
institutions, as well as address 
g o v e r n a n c e  i s s u e s  a n d  
strengthen public financial 
management systems.

The implementation of critical 
macroeconomic and structural 
policy reforms by Tinubu's 
administration has the capacity 
to place the economy on a 
stronger and more sustainable 
path.

Eliminating the petrol subsidy 
early in his administration and 
unifying the country's exchange 
rate are steps that have stoked 
foreign investors' interest in the 
country.

For Nigeria's new president to 

define himself as different from 

his predecessor, he would need 

to start showing results – results 

that include new and massive 

private-sector jobs, growing 

income for the middle class and 

strong GDP growth.

“Eliminating the petrol subsidy early in his 
administration and unifying the country's 
exchange rate are steps that have stoked 
foreign investors' interest in the country. For 
Nigeria's new president to define himself as 
different from his predecessor, he would need 
to start showing results – results that include 
new and massive private-sector jobs, growing 
income for the middle class and strong GDP 
growth.”

Nosa Igbinadolor
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