














Cross section of members of Institute of Building from different states 
that accompanied Prof. Yohana Daniel Izam

Page 8

IMAGES

THE NIGERIA STANDARD, Wednesday, July 19, 2023

Plateau State Governor, Barr. Mutfwang (left) responding to the message 
by the National President, Institute of Building, Prof. Izam (right)

National President of the Institute (right) signing the visitors book Prof. Yohana Izam (right) putting heads together with Governor Caleb 
Mutfwang

Deputy Governor (right) with other government appointees at the 
courtesy call

Barr. Mutfwang (left) receiving conference uniform from Prof. Izam

Governor Caleb Mutfwang, National President of Institute of Building, his 
members and Government Officials in a group photograph

Deputy Governor, Hon. Josephine Piyo (right) flanked by SGS, Arc. 
Samuel Nanchang Jatau (middle) and CoS, Engr. Jeremiah Satmak

MUTFWANG RECEIVES PROF. IZAM AND HIS TEAM
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang recently received on courtesy call the National President, Nigerian Institute of Building, 

Prof. Yohana Daniel Izam and his team at the new Government House, Rayfield, Jos
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Politics

Globally, elections have not only become a commonly accepted means to legitimize governance institutions, it is also considered 
as the main pillars and backbones of democracy.Though democracy largely remains the form of recognised government in West 
Africa, analysts have identified elections as one of the major factors that trigger violence and insecurity in the sub-region. 
EMMANUEL OLONIRUHA writes.

Promoting peace, democracy through election observation

ACCORDING to a publication, 
“Electoral Commissions in West 
Africa – a comparative study 
(Second edition)'', published in 
Nigeria by Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung 
in 2011, in countries of the West 
Africa, elections have been a 
primary conflict generating factor.

The publication co-authored by Mr 
Mathias Hounkpe and Prof. Ismaila 
Fall, states that close to two 
decades after the commencement 
of transitions to democratic 
regimes and succession of electoral 
cycles, elections still remained 
questionable and prone to crisis in 
several new democracies in West 
Africa.

They states that: “tensions 
leading to confrontations which 
threaten the stability often arise 
during the preparation of elections, 
while conducting elections, and 
after election results have been 
declared.

“As a matter of fact, be it 
upstream where stakeholders do 
not agree with the rules which 
govern the electoral process or the 
modalities for the organization of 
elections, or downstream where 
candidates who lost elections view 
the outcome of elections as not 
being a true reflection of the will of 
the electorate and choose to 
contest the results of polls.'’

Bearing in mind the consequences 
of election triggered violence on 
p e a c e  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c  
development, governments and 
democratic institutions including 
polit ical leaders and other 
stakeholders in West Africa 
considered it a priority to ensure 
elections in the sub-region are not 
only credible but also peaceful.

Some of these institutions include 
the Africa Union (AU), Economic 
Community of West Africa States 
(ECOWAS), West Africa Elders 
Forum (WAEF), and Electoral 
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S u s t a i n a b l e  
Democracy in Africa (EISA). 

These institutions and groups 
have always deployed election 
observation missions to countries 
where elections are holding in the 
sub-region to ensure that the 
elections conform to global 
standard and that the will of the 
people prevail.

The latest of this was the Sierra 
Leone general election conducted 
on June 24. The election was the 
nation's fifth and third fully self-
administered poll since the end of 
the civil war in the country in 2002.

Though the country has 17 
registered political parties, 13 
candidates including a female 
contested the presidential election, 
in the landscape majorly dominated 
by the Sierra Leone People's Party 
(SLPP) and the All-People's 
Congress (APC).

The incumbent President, Julius 
Maada-Bio of SLPP was declared 
winner of the election by the 
Electoral Commission of Sierra 
Leone (ECSL) having scored 
1,566,932 ( 56.17 per cent) of the 
total valid vote cast, while his 
closest rival, Samura Kamara of 
APC polled 1,148,262 (41per cent) 
of the total votes. 

  The 59-year-old President 
Maada-Bio was subsequently 
sworn in for his second and final 
five-year term.
Though  t he  oppos i t i on  
candidate rejected the election 
result, the country has 
remained largely calm in spite 
of the heightened tension 
ahead of the polls. 

 According to reports, the 
c o u n t r y ' s  e l e c t o r a l  
environment was characterised 
by  he ightened tens ion,  
incidents of violence in some 
parts of the country as well as 
high levels of misinformation, 
disinformation, fake news and 
hate speech mainly conveyed 
via social media platforms and 
radios. 

 Also the electoral context was 
reported to be characterised by 
mistrust of the ECSL by some 
political parties with regard to 
its neutrally.

According to preliminary 
report by the Africa Union 
Election Observation Mission 
(AUEOM) to Sierra Leone 
“Campaigns in some parts of 
the country were marred by 
politically motivated violence 
spurred by the general mistrust 
especially between the SLPP 
and the APC.

“Violence incidents included 
torching of party offices and 
physical attacks, resulting in 
injuries and a reported death in 

Free Town,'' the preliminary report 
stated.

 A report by the Communications 
officer of the Goodluck Jonathan 
Foundation (GJF), Mr Wealth 
Ominabo, who served at the WAEF 
secretariat, also highlighted the 
polarisation of campaign and the 
sensitivity surrounding political 
parties colours and symbols in the 
country.

 In Sierra Leone, red is the official 
colour of the APC, while green is 
associated with the SLPP.

Ominabo noted how this 
restricted choice of attire by 
diplomats who were on election 
observation mission in the country 
to avoid signaling political 
preferences.

“The situation escalated to the 
point where students in schools 
were reportedly victimised and 
punished for wearing colours 
associated with political parties,'' 
he said.

To many analysts, the calmness 
enjoyed in Sierra Leone after the 
election was not without the 
interventions by some power 
blocks and influential elders 
including the WAEF, who played 
mediation role in the country 
before, during and after the 
election.

WAEF is a former leaders and 
statesmen in West Africa, 
established by the Goodluck 
Jonathan Foundation (GFJ) with 
the objective of promoting 
preventive diplomacy as a means 

of reducing electoral-related 
tension and violence in Africa.

Since its establishment in 2020, 
WAEF has deployed its mission 
for elections to Nigeria, Gambia 
and recently Sierra Leone.

Beyond its engagements in 
Sierra Leone, WAEF is also 
scheduled to carry out a similar 
mission to Liberia, two nations 
that are expected to hold general 
elections in 2023.

Just like it did in Nigeria and 
Gambia, to ensure that the 
election in Sierra Leone was 
peaceful and successful, the 
forum in April 2023 deployed a 
pre-election fact finding mission 
led by former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo to the country.

The team which also includes 
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan and former Vice 
President of The Gambia 
Fatoumata Tambajang interfaced 
with major political leaders and 
other key stakeholders in the 
country as a means of deepening 
the confidence and trust of the 
citizens in the electoral process.

Also in June the WAEF deployed 
an Election Mission to Sierra 
Leone led by the forum 
C h a i r m a n ,  J o n a t h a n  t o  
encourage and support a 
peaceful democratic transition in 
the country.

The team also has former 
Burkinabe prime minister and 
one-time president of the 
Economic Community of West 

African States (ECOWAS) Kadre 
Ouedraogo and staff from the 
WAEF secretariat as members.

Jonathan on his arrival in 
Freetown urged citizens of Sierra 
Leone to approach the election 
with utmost patriotism by 
prioritizing the nation's peace 
and stability and refrain from 
acts capable of undermining the 
nation's democracy.

Jonathan emphasised the 
importance of the election to the 
region urging all stakeholders to 
ensure a credible and peaceful 
outcome.

Jonathan- led  team was 
reported to have had series of 
consultative engagements with 
different political actors and key 
stakeholders in Sierra Leone, 
including leadership of the 
political parties, the candidates, 
the ECSL, security agencies, the 
diplomatic community, civil 
society groups, and the media.

J o n a t h a n  d u r i n g  t h e  
engagements with stakeholders 
emphasised the need for 
candidates and their supporters 
to prioritise peace and the 
interests of the country.

Drawing from his personal 
experiences, Jonathan reiterated 
h i s  po l i t i ca l  ph i l osophy,  
reminding politicians that no 
ambition is worth the bloodshed 
of any citizen.

Immed i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  
announcement of the election 
resu l t ,  WAEF and o ther  
international observer missions 
in Sierra Leone called for calm in 
that country.

They urged citizens to desist 
from inflammatory rhetoric 
capable of jeopardizing the 
nation's peace and undermining 
the democratic process of the 
country

The missions made the call on 
Wednesday in a joint statement 
by the heads: Jonathan for 
WAEF; Hailemariam Dasalegn 
Boshe for African Union; 
Mohamed Ibn Chambas for 
ECOWAS, and former Vice 
President of Nigeria Yemi 
Osinbajo for Commonwealth.

The Heads of Missions urged all 
Sierra Leonians within and 
outside the country to refrain 
from any inflammatory language 
that could lead to violence, loss 
of lives and destruction in the 
country.

As the intervention role of the 
election observation groups has 
continue to promote credible 
elections and peace in  West 
Africa, political analysts have 
urged WAEF, AU, ECOWAS and 
other stakeholders to sustain the 
deployment of their election 
observation mission to Africa 
countries during their election 
cycles.

This valuable tool they believe 
would continue to help in 
improving the qual ity of 
elect ions, bui lding publ ic 
confidence in the electoral 
processes as well promoting 
peace and economic stability in 
t h e  s u b - r e g i o n .
NAN features

Former Presidents Obasanjo and Jonathan 



governors across the PDP 
states ".

Our  co r responden t  
reports that the Executive 
Governor of Plateau State, 
Barrister Caleb Mutfwang 
was among the PDP 
governors that attended 
the meeting.
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News
PLATEAU State Deputy 
Governor, Mrs Josephine 
Piyo has urged women in 
Nigeria and Plateau State in 
p a r t i c u l a r  t o  s e e k  
legislation that would 
better their lives in the 
society.
 Piyo gave the charge when 
the Standup for Women 
Society (SWS), a non-
religious and non-political 
organization with a national 
and international spread 
geared towards the cause 
of women and children, 
paid her a solidarity visit at 
the Old Government House, 
Rayfield, Jos, recently.
The Deputy Governor who 
described women as the 
backbone of the society, 
decried the lack of support 
among fel low women 
seeking for political offices 
as responsible for their 
political emancipation.
She observed since 1999, 
women have not been able 
to meet their 35 percent 
affirmative action due to 
lack of support for each 
other. Piyo observed that 
aside from their dwindling 
political fortunes, they have 
also been subjected to all 
forms of I'll treatment 
i n c l u d i n g  d o m e s t i c  
violence.
She explained that women 
were good managers but 

Seek legislation that would 
better your lives

THE Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), Governor's 
Forum has joined others in 
expressing strong concern 
over the deteriorating 
s e c u r i t y  c h a l l e n g e s  
bedeviling Plateau and 
Zamfara States where lives 
and propert ies were 
destroyed.

As a result, they called on 
security agencies to 
r edoub l e  e f f o r t s  i n  
addressing the situation so 
that the callous killings and 
destruction of lives and 
propert ies would be 
stopped.

S e n a t o r  B a l a  
Mohammed, the Executive 
Governor of Bauchi State, 
who is the Chairman of the 
Forum disclosed this while 
briefing journalists at the 
end of their inaugural 
meeting held at the Akwa 
I b o m  G o v e r n o r ' s  
Lodge,Asokoro Abuja, 
recently. He said the forum 
was really touched over 
the incidents in the two 
states.

According to him, all the 
PDP  gove rno r s  had  
expressed their concern on 
the deteriorating security 
concern in the country 
especially, the destruction 
of lives and properties in 
Plateau, Zamfara among 
others. And advised the 
Federal Government and 
security agencies to rise up 
to the challenges so as to 
bring the situation under 
control.

G o v .  M o h a m m e d  
explained that in the 
interim, the forum would 
cooperate with the federal 
government on issues 
concerning the welfare of 

N iger ians  and  good  
governance while striving 
t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  
autonomy of the forum 
t h r o u g h  o f f e r i n g  
constructive criticism 
where necessary.

The Chairman further 
revealed that the meeting 
resolved to work together 
and unite the forum so as 
to be a force to be 
reckoned with.

The PDP governors 
tasked the Independent 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  
Commission (INEC), and 
security agencies to allow 
free conduct of elections in 
Bayelsa ,Kogi and other 
states scheduled for 
November 2023.

According to him," The 
aim of the forum is to 
provide a platform to 
review issues, policies, 
p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  
achievements of member 

By  PETER TITLE.      

- Piyo 

By DUMAH RANDONG

that they shouldn't expect 
their male counterparts to 
fight for their right until they 
come together and fight for 
their course. 
Piyo who was elated by the 
visit, appealed to women to 
support the Barrister Caleb 
Mutfwang's administration 
to deliver on its mandate to 
the people of the state.  She 
a l so  commended the  
governor for choosing her as 
his Deputy, assuring that 
she will not disappoint the 
women.
Ea r l i e r,  Cha i r pe r son ,  
Standup for Women Society, 
Plateau State Chapter, Mrs. 
Grace Gora had explained 
that they were on a 
s o l i d a r i t y  v i s i t  a n d  
appreciated the governor for 
the choice of a woman as his 
deputy.
She disclosed that the 
organization was non-
religious and non political 
with the Sole aim of bringing 
together all women at the 
grassroot who are left 
without care, and to give 
meaning to their lives.
While pledging to support 
the government, Gora 

however called on it to join 
hands with SWS to train the 
women especial ly the 
indigent ones in skil l 
acquisition as well as 
encouraging them to air out 
their views.
The organization, she said 
plans to form a cooperative 
society to act as a platform 
to give out soft loans to 
women after empowering 
them with skills. Gora also 
advocated for stringent laws 
againnst domestic violence.
She sympathized with 
government over killings in 
Mangu, Barkin Ladi and 
Riyom LGAs and encouraged 
the governor not to be 
deterred by these enemies 
of peace in the state.
Also on a solidarity visit were 
a coalition of PDP Female 
Youths in the state who 
came to identify with the 
government  on  the i r  
emergence at the polls.
Led by the state Coordinator, 
Comrade Kaneng Pam who 
pledged their continued 
loyalty and support to the 
Mutfwang's administration 
in the state.

Redouble efforts in tackling 
Plateau,Zamfara security challenges

 - PDP Governors' Forum

THE African Church 
Grammar School Apata, 
Ibadan Old Students 
Association has called on 
the alumni of the school to 
come  toge the r  and  
develop the school. 

Representative of the 
Acting National President 
of the association, Chief 
Segun Osibote made this 
disclosure during the 
handing over of a block of 
6-room toilet facility 
constructed by 1985 set 

for the use of the students 
and staff of the school. 

T h e  e v e n t  w h i c h  
witnessed donation of 
sporting materials to the 
school by the 1985 set was 
a t t e n d e d  b y  t h e  
Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology, 
Elder Delani Binuyo, 
principal of the school, 
Mrs. Tiamiyu Mojisola 
Olatomi and other alumni 

of the school. 
The event took place at 

the premises of the school 
on recently. 

Osibote while speaking 
called on alumni of the 
school to come together 
and develop the school. 

He commenced the set for 
the gesture. 

Osibote said "I want the 
old students to come 
together and develop the 
school. And I beg the 
representative of the 
governor that they should 
come to our aid. 

"One thing is to renovate 
or execute a new project 
like this, another thing is 
for the students and staff to 
maintain it. The school has 
many challenges, but the 
old students need to come 
together to develop the 
school". 

Develop your Alma mater- Alumni association tells members

From MUSLIUDEEN ADEBAYO, Ibadan

President of the 1985 set, 
Mr. Olujide Taiwo while 
speaking urged the staff 
and students to ensure 
proper usage of the facility. 

" W e  a r e  h e r e  t o  
commission the toilet for 
the use of the students and 
staff. 

"And to donate some 
sporting materials to the 
students to assist them in 
developing their talents. 
And to donate some books, 
accounting textbooks to 
the school. 

"It is a six room toilet 
fac i l i ty.  They should 
maintain the facility". 

Other speakers among 
whom are the Permanent 
Secretary, teachers and 
alumni commended the set 
for the good things they 
brought to the school.

Mutfwang

Osibote

Gov. Bello condoles Ata'Igala over brother's death

GOVERNOR Yahaya Bello 
of Kogi State has condoled 
with the Ata'Igala and 
President of the Kogi State 
Council of Chiefs, His Royal 
Majesty Alhaji Mathew 
Opaluwa Ogwuche-akpa II, 
on the death of his elder 
brother, Prince James 
Faruna Opaluwa.

Prince James Faruna 
Opaluwa passed away on 
Saturday after battling an 
illness.

A statement by the Chief 
Press Secretary to the 
Governor,  Mohammed 
Onogw described the late 
James Opaluwa as a 
dedicated community leader 
and a humble individual who 
devoted his life to the 
s e r v i c e  o f  G o d  a n d  
humanity.

Bello emphasized the 
significant contributions 
made by the deceased to the 
progress and development 
o f  h i s  c o m m u n i t y ,  
highlighting the impact of 
James Opaluwa's selfless 

service and his unwavering 
commitment to uplifting the 
lives of those around him.

The governor encouraged 
the Ata'Igala and the family 
of late James to find solace 
in the remarkable life led by 
his departed brother, noting 
that he will be remembered 

for the cherished memories 
he  has  l e f t  beh ind .
Governor Bello offered 
prayers to God, seeking 
eternal rest for the soul of 
J ames  Opa l uwa  and  
strength for His Royal 
Majesty and the bereaved 
family to cope with the 

i r r e p a r a b l e  l o s s .
Mr James Faruna Opaluwa 
Oguche Akpa, the great 
pillar and icon in Aju – 
Amacho dynasty was a 
r e t i r e d  P r o g r a m m e  
Manager, Nigeria Television 
Authority ( NTA).

He died at the age of 69.

From AMEDU 

JOSEPH, Lokoja

Economist enumerates challenges affecting 
businesses 
CHAIRMAN of Amaecom 
Cong l ome ra t e ,  Ma r c e l  
Ofomata, has identified 
multiple taxation, naira 
devaluation and low quality 
products as some of the 
c h a l l e n g e s  a f f e c t i n g  
businesses in the country.

Ofomata told journalist in 
Abuja, at the celebration of 

ththe 20  anniversary of the 
company, that the ports have 
become a place where corrupt 
government officials milk 
importers dry, lamenting that 
most businesses have packed 
up because of the trend.

W h i l e  a d v i s i n g  t h e  
regulatory agencies to double 
up in tracking substandard 
goods entering the country, 
he said the situation has 

diminished the image of 
citizens outside Nigeria. 

He said: “Part of the 
l i m i t a t i o n s  i s  t h e  
environment where we do 
business and the competition 
we are also having.

“When we say competition 
is not as if we are competing 
with anyone. We are on our 
own. But when you look at the 
market size it is actually great 
and you find the products 
coming into this company.

“If you look at them well, 
you will realize that at the end 
of the day, we have so much 
substandard products. The 
government needs to look 
into that because they are 
supposed to come into this 

country.
“So whatever comes into 

this country is competing 
with you. If you look at the 
products, they are not even 
worth competing with you. It 
is a big challenge.

“Another problem is the 
Na i ra  va lue  wh i ch  i s  
depreciating. It is making life 
miserable for us. Most of our 
friends who are in the same 
business have actually closed 
shop because they could not 
continue with such exchange.

“But we have been able to 
stand tall. If I meet President 
Bola Tinubu, I will tell him 
that times are hard. The 
exchange rate is too high. He 
should look into it. He should 
look into our ports.

From JIDAUNA 
YANUNG Abuja
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B IOD IVE R S I TY  r e f e r s  t o  
enormous variety of life on earth. 
It includes every living thing 
plants, bacterias, animals and 
humans, and a high level of which 
is usually considered to be 
important and desirable.  

The need for conservation of 
biodiversity has become a global 
concern. Attitudinal change 
towards protect ion of the 
environment is a good place to 
begin this expository.  We must be 
ready to act beyond paying lips 
service.  Everyone needs to play 
their roles as individuals,  group,  
families and government.

Objective assessment and 
holistic review of policies, 
founding and administration of 

robust environmental laws are key.  
Other fundamental roles include 
r a i s i n g  (c u l t u r a l , s o c i a l ) 
consciousness and awareness 
amongst people living in these rich 
biodiversity areas and the use of 
e f fect ive st rategy in  the 
enforcement of legal codes (laws) 
and sanctions.  Multidisciplinary 
s y n e r g y  a m o n g  c r i t i c a l  
stakeholders at all levels from 
relevant sectors can enhance 
climate resilience, protect lives 
(biodiversity) and livelihoods, and 
deliver socio- economic benefits 
too. 

The tropical region of the world 
is known to harbour a high 

percentage of the world's 
biodiversity. African alone holds 

about 20% of the world's bird 
species total of which 90% are 
African endemic (Dowsett & 
Forbe-Watson, 1993). Large 
species are found in the tropics, 
including 93% of 902 threatened 
forest birds (Birdlife International, 
2000).

Situated in tropical zone, 
Plateau State is located in 
Nigeria's middle belt, between 
latitude 80?24'N and longitude 

80?32' and 100? 3 8 '  east with an 
area of 2 6 , 8 9 9  square kilometres.  
Its altitude ranges from 1,200 
metres (about 4 0 0  feet) to a peak 
of 1 , 8 2 9  metres above sea level in 
the Shere Hills range near Jos.  
Though situated in tropical zone,  
higher altitude means that 
Plateau State has a near 
temperature of between 18 ? and 
2 2?C, Harmattan winds cause the 
co ldes t  weather  between 
December and February. The 
warmest temperatures usually 
occur in the dry season months of 
March and April. The mean annual 
rainfall varies from 131.75 cm (52 

in) on the southern part to 1 4 6cm 
( 5 7  in).  

It has rich biodiversity and 
mountainous areas in the north of 
the State with captivating rock 
formations. Bare rocks are 
scattered across the grasslands,  
which covers the Plateau. Years of 
Tin mining have also left the area 
strewn with deep gorges and 
lakes. The state harbours high 
density of humans in north central 
of the country, most of which tend 
to be ignorant of these natural 
resources. 

Over 300 species of bird have 
been recorded in Amurum Forest 
Reserve, located 15km north-east 
Jos Plateau, including two of 

Nigeria's endemic bird species 
(restricted to Nigeria), the 
RockFirefinch ( Lagonosticta 
sanguinidorsalis) and its brood 
parasite the Jos Plateau indigobird 
(V idua maryae) .  The Jos  
indigobird is a small bird about 
12cm in size, discovered in 1968. 
The bird is black finches, with pale 
bill and not indigo in colour. 

These birds are found in 
Panshanu Pass. Taboru Hill near 
Jos and Kagoro. They birds cannot 

incubate their eggs;  they depend 
on other birds-  usually lays its eggs 
in the nest of RockFirefinch which 
helps incubate the eggs of the Jos 
indigobird.  The population of the 
Jos indigobird is said to be 
decreasing.

Loss of biodiversity in Plateau 
State can be attributed to natural 
disaster or activities which include 
farming, fuel-wood collection, 
bui ld ing of infrastructure, 
pollution, and logging. Other 
activities are hunting for caged 
bird trade, egg- collection and 
cultural use.  

As the duo of illegal logging and 
deforestation persist, some 
reptiles and birds sought for 
shelter in people's homes as a 
resu l t ,  defac ing bui ld ings 
particularly high-rise buildings 
with faeces,  this had caused Locals 
to resort to the use of poisonous 
substances to get rid of such 
u n w a n t e d  c r e a t u r e s .  
Deforestation under the guise of 
fuel-wood col lection is no 
justification for such an increase 
rate of felling (immature)  trees 
without replacements in our 
communities.  This unacceptable 
practice is fast depleting the (forest)  
trees and biodiversity. 

There is need for State actors to 
refocus and strategies to meet up 

with SDG's goal No.13, and also 
making biodiversity conservation 
a priority.  The statutory mandates 
o f  t h e  c o n c e r n  M i n i s t r y , 
department and agencies or other 
gate keepers as regards forest 
management and reserves are 
clear. However, functional forestry 
department require a well-trained 
and motivated human resources 
and financial commitment for 
efficient operations.  

The role of environmental laws 
and enforcement cannot be 

overemphasized therefore, both 
State and none State actors should 
p a y  c l o s e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
environmental laws.

The State legislative alms should 
liaise with relevant government 
establishments, environmental 
professionals, and civil society 
groups (CSO) to strengthen or 

amend ' '  Obsolete ' '  environmental 
laws,  and other primary laws in 
respect to licencing of loggers and 
sanctions to reflect current realities.  
S a n c t i o n s , p e n a l t i e s  o r  
punishments to be meted to those 
who contravene such laws should 

be stiffer or intense.  The law if 
deployed without compromise can 
m i t i g a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
degradation and pollution that is 
causing loss of biodiversity in the 
State.

Also, there is need to promotes 
awareness of biodiversity issues 
across all media platforms through 
unique program of education and 
public outreach. This will empower 
people to bring urgent information 
to the frontline responders 
including community leaders for 
necessary action to safeguard 
biodiversity. The use of educational 
campaigns and sensitization 

slogan such as ' '  Investment in the 
environment,  is an investment in 
our health '' should be heard 
everywhere.  The idea is to cause a 
paradigm shift from being passive 
to being active.  The media as an 
effective tool for mass mobilization 
and education should be leverage 
on to change the mind-set of the 
populace.

Farmers should encourage and 
assisted to deploy the use of 
modern technology in farming and 
land clearing as well as control use 
o f  p e s t i c i d e s , h e r b i c i d e s , 
preservatives and other chemical in 
such a manner that environmental 
friendly farming activities are being 
p r a c t i c e  w i t h  m i n i m a l  
environmental degradation so as to 
prevent erosion, pol lut ion, 

deforestation, desertification,  loss 
of biodiversity and other adverse 
impact of climate change. 

As a State, we must fall back to 
improve our development control 
policies and begin to do the needful 
as the frontiers of infrastructural 
development and urbanization 
increases. Development control 
measures should be holistically 
enforced rather than compromised 
when private property developers 
or government infrastructural 
development such as roads and 
many others are erroneously or 

deliberately pushed or cited on 
green area or forest reserves. 

Similarly, there is no better 
a p p r o a c h  t o  i s s u e s  o f  
defores ta t ion than robust 
afforestation.  State actors as well 
as Partners should not only take 
the lead but be seen as practically 
committed and involved in 
consistence planting or re-
establishment of forest in strategic 
areas i n urban and ru ra l 
communities as guided by 
baseline studies. The enforcement 
unit of relevant authorities must 
ensure to implement policies like 
the one which require persons 
directly or indirectly involved in 
legal or illegal felling of every 
single tree to plant three in same 
vicinity.  

G l o b a l l y ,  l e a d e r s  a n d  
professionals are in the forefront 
of the fight to safeguard the 
planet- environment from the 
adverse impact of climate change. 
In Plateau State our traditional 
leader as well as opinion leaders 
should equally act in that regard. 
Such leaders must roll off their 
sleeves and deliberately get 
involve by personally setting the 
pace through design and support 
of a measurable and attainable 
work plan aim at creating 
awareness to ensure that large 
percentage of the peop le 
understood the need to take care 
of the environment and the 
dangers of failure to protect 
biodiversity in their respective 
domains. And periodically taking 
stock or an overview of the 
journey so far on what the 
community has done right or has 
failed to do right since they have a 
key role to play as the custodians 
of the people.

Again, we need to remain 
focused  and cont inue  to  
emphasize the fact that birds are 
useful indicators of the state of the 
environment and are key species 
f o r  educa t i on  and  pub l i c  
awareness.  This may be because of 
their high mobility,  which make it 
easy for them to move from an 
unsuitable area to another.  Bird 
serving as indicators if protected 
can lead to the protection of the 
biodiversity.  The conservation of 
the species therefore,  will lead to 
conservation of other biodiversity 

The mystery of biodiversity, its composition and interactions is beyond our understanding but since humans are the main culprits 
who often cause damages to the environment through harmful activities, solutions to restoration of same is in the hands of 
humans. Godwin Moses. Writes

Biodiversity protection on the Plateau
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Standard Cartoon
O boy we don 
enter farming 

season again ooo.
How man go do 

cool cach 
me walahi.

With this fertilizer 
palava poor 

man no go farm guy, 
cos where poor man 

will get money to buy 
as expensive as it is 

(God dey kawai)

Editorial

THE  E X A M I N AT I O N  i s  
regarded as the means 
of measuring the level of 
knowledge or cognitive 
ability of students within 
a specified period of 
time.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

examination of different 
levels have caused a lot 
of problems to some 
people due to their 
various engagement  
c o r r u p t  p r a c t i c e s  
tagged; examination 
malpractice'. This is 
indeed a problem that 
r e q u i r e s  u r g e n t  
attention because the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
examination in any other 
forms cannot be over 
emptiasized. Such is the 
only way one's ability or 
c a p a c i t y  c a n  b e  
assessed.
Today, the spate of 

examination malpractice 
seems to be very 
rampant in primary, 
secondary and tertiary 
institutions which to a 
large extend affects the 
standard or quality of 
e d u c a t i o n  o f  o u r  
students in the country. 

Some of the causes of 
e x a m i n a t i o n  
malpractice include; 
Poor preparation for 
examinat ion ,  poor   
c o n d u c t i v e  
env i r onmen t ,  b ad  
parental and peer group 
influence.
The implication of 

e x a m i n a t i o n  
malpractice is that the 

students will loose the 
ability to depend on his 
o r  h e r  p e r s o n a l  
knowledge acquired 
and therefore finds a 
shortcut to cheat which 
at the long run the 
certificate acquired 
may not be defended by 
the individual. This 
trend affects not only 
the individuals included 
but a complete back to 
the society. 
The adverse effect is 

the fact that the nation 
will have to depend   
quacks who may not 
actually be suitable for 
certain positions or 
responsibities in life or 
in the society. 

I wish to therefore, 
seize the opportunity to 
a p p e a l  t o  t h e  
Government to review 
t h e  p r e s e n t  
examination process by 
setting standards so as 
no t  t o  s c a r e  t h e  
students sitting for 
examinations.
Secondly, examiners 

must also understand 
that they are only 
testing the ability of the 
student and not setting 
a trap for for  failure. 
Perhaps that may be a 
recipe for a better time 
ahead and a training 
point in our education 
system.
In my view attaching 

so much attention or 
importance to paper 
qualification may be the 
likely reason why there 
is the craze to past 
examination at all costs.
I t  i s  t i m e  f o r  

government to also look 
at one's personal skills  
above certificate and 
these would in my 
opinion reduce or even 
do away with the 
nega t i ve  t rend o f  
e x a m i n a t i o n  
malpract ice in our 
country. 
E z e k i e l  J a m e s  

Nyam, I.T Student of 
P l a t e a u  S t a t e  
P o l y t e c h n i c  J o s  
Campus.

The effects of examination malpractice

 JOS the Plateau State 

capital is  gate way to some 

states in the North East, 

especially for commuters 

traveling from Abuja, on their 

way to Bauchi, Yobe, Gombe 

and Adamawa States.
For the past 11 months, the 

road has been a construction 

site with all usable paths of 

the road now blocked which 

has given way to 80ky on the 

fly over being constructed.
This has however affected 

b o t h  t r a v e l e r s  a n d  

commuters alike. The only 

alternative route now is for 

vehicles to divert their route 

and because of that, there's a 

regular traffic jam along the 

junction especially with the 

volume of motorist and tri 

cyclist all struggling their way 

to their destinations.
Another worry on the 

traffic holdup is usually how 

to contend with heavy duty 

trucks that usually ply the 

road.
Unfortunately this same 

route is used to convey 

goods to different parts of  

Jos city centre and also the 

only used by residents of 

millionaire quarters Tina 

Junct ion and Angwan 

Rukuba who used that road 

to convey their children to 

school on a regular basis.
O n e  c a n  t h e r e f o r e  

understand the confusion, 

the time lost and the health 

hazards associated with 

going through the British 

American Junction for each 

passing day. 

Travelling to the Jos 

University Teaching Hospital 

(JUTH) is always a huge 

problem for those heading 

towards that direction.
I therefore wish to appeal 

to the P lateau State 

government to a matter of 

urgency collaborate with the 

Federal  Road Safety Corps 

(FRSC) with the V.I.O unit, 

the police to restore sanity 

law and order for those who 

always choke up the road 

which is not only narrow but 

poses senses danger for the 

users who always have to 

contend with one lane due to 

the expansion of the other 

lane of the road.  
Another appeal is for 

government to expedite on 

action on the work so that 

people using the road can go 

back to their normal lives on 

a smooth dual road.   
While appreciating the 

government for this bold 

iniative, it is expected that 

the government should be 

mindful of the suffering, and 

the burden people usually 

encounter as the result of 

the construction work.
I also want to suggest that 

alternative routes should be 

opened in order to ease the  

challenges so that the 

masses can also appreciate 

and reap the dividends of 

democracy of the present 

administration in the state. 
J e m i a m a h  O t h n i e l  

Wakili is an I.T Student 

University of Maiduguri.  

THE recent outbursts, incitement and falsehood 
being spread by the Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders  
Association of Nigeria [MACBAN], just at the 
heels of the latest  killings and razing down of 
many communities in Mangu Local Government 
Area by herders,  calls for more serious and 
desperate measures on the part of security 
agencies.

APART from  making damaging allegations on the 
State Security outfit, Operation Rainbow for 
taking sides in quelling the attacks, the 
Association in its attempt to distort facts and 
rewrite the history of the state, claimed that the 
Fulanis settled in  Plateau State as their 
ancestral land even before the arrival of 
dominant tribes like the Beroms and the 
Mwaghavul tribes.

PERHAPS, the reason for these recurring decimal of 
attacks now suggest that the motive cannot be 
farfetched neither can it be a coincidence 
considering the concentration, sophistication 
and orchestrated nature of bloodletting around 
Beromland and now Mwaghavuland.

UNFORTUNATELY, the state has over the years 
witnessed a cycle of attacks based on the sinister 
mindset of some evil and heartless characters 
that has claimed thousands of innocent lives 
including children, aged men and women leaving  
those communities in ruins with hundreds 
finding shelters at various Internally Displaced 
Peoples [IDP] Camps in various parts of the 
state.

HISTORICALLY, the receptiveness of the natives in 
Plateau State coupled with the later missionary 
discipline that saw many embracing the modern 
religious tenets of being their neighbour's 
keeper, encouraged people to coexist with 
people no matter where they came from. This 
became an attraction to many leisure or business 
minded people who always see the state as a 
peaceful destination for people to visit or settle 
which has been sustained till date.

HOWEVER, with the change in mood and with the 
interest of the aggressor who now wants the 
land at all costs, using all methods and agendas 
to execute an evil plan of occupying farmland for 
grazing or at worst, feeding their animals on 
planted crops of farmers, the only way to achieve 
such was through the barrel of the gun which 
they succeeded In ravaging various communities 
across the state where the invaders in most 
cases hire foreign mercenaries for their 
dastardly acts.

NO DOUBT, this act of wanton attacks, killings, 
raping of women and maiming is a heinous crime 
against humanity which should not be justified 
under any guise by any association including 
MACBAN whose unguarded utterances lately is 
already heightening tension and further 
threatening the peace and tranquility of the 
entire state.  

MACBAN, must by now be reminded in clear terms 
that the world has moved on, as the state's 
population has taken over the so called grazing 
routes while global warming has also taken its 
toll on many rivers and ponds, at the same time, 
nature is no longer kind to the environment 
where the primitive method of breeding animals 
is still being maintained.

FURTHERMORE, Macban and its members must 
adopt the ranching system like in any other 
civilized climes instead of engaging farmers in 
clashes over land for grazing and its ranting with 
non-existent history to justify their atrocities.

THEREFORE, it is absurd and curious that the latest 
attacks have in the recent times taken a different 
dimension where in particular, Mangu has 
become the main target of attacks while MACBAN 
is playing the innocent and blaming the state 
Government of being biased.

OUR STAND is ,the Federal Government should 
close ranks with the Plateau State Government 
and other stakeholders in those localities by 
deploring all necessary intelligence gathering 
mechanism in identifying  the remote causes of 
these attacks and also those behind them,  with a 
view to fishing out both the sponsors and the 
culprits and if found complicit,  justice must be 
served. This is the time now to say, enough is 
enough. 

My traffic experience in Jos

MACBAN'S utterances of 
breeding chaos must stop
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CHANGE OF NAMES

I, formerly known as SAMBO 
TIMCIT JOY, now wish to be 
known and addressed as JESSY 
TIMCIT JOY. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as MISS 
GODIYA MUTEK, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
MRS GODIYA MARAM. All 
former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public please 
take note.

I, formerly known as MAFALA 
HANATU JAMES, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
MAFWALAL HANATU JAMES.  
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

I, formerly known as SAMUEL 
NANDI SHIKHITSHAN, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
a s  D A K A S  S I H I T S H A I  
NANDI. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public should please take note.

I, formerly known as DANIEL 
BULUS PASLEK, now wish to be 
known and addressed as BULUS 
PASLEK. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

I, formerly known as VILBEN 
FAITH TSINKAN, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
VILBEN TSINKANG ANDREW. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

JESSY GODIYA MAFWALAL SIHITSHAI BULUS VILBEN

MICHAEL MAICHIBIKICHIME HAUWA AYOGU KINGSLEY

I, formerly known as TANKO 
D A N J U M A  M A I K A N O ,  
JONATHAN KINGSLEY, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as KINGSLEY MAIKANO MANI. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as GORITJI 
OLIVER GOGWIM,  now wish to be 
known and addressed as KICHIME 
OLIVER GOGWIM. My correct date 
of birth is 14/05/2000 not 
05/01/1991 as wrongly captured on 
my BVN/PVC. All former documents 
remain val id. Al l  concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

I, formerly known as MICHAEL 
OCHEGBA AJONYE,  now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
MICHAEL AJONYE. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as ADAMSON 
PATIENCE RINA, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
MAICHIBI PATIENCE RINA. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public should 
please take note.

I, formerly known as MRS 

GAMBO MUHAMMED, now wish 

to be known and addressed as 

M R S  H A U W A  G A M B O  

MOHAMMED.  A l l  f o rmer  

documents remain valid. All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 

note.

I, formerly known as EZEA 
MARY NGOZI, now wish to be 
known and addressed as AYOGU 
MARY NGOZI. All former 
documents remain va l id .  
Concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

EMMANUEL SALISU TAWAL HARUNAANAGOR

I, formerly known as ANAGO 
UCHE, now wish to be known and 
addressed as ANAGOR UCHE 
E M M A N U E L .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 

general public please take note.

I, formerly known as DAGWAI 

BUBA EMMANUEL, now wish to be 

k n o w n  a n d  a d d r e s s e d  a s  

EMMANUEL BUBA DAGWAI. 

Correct date of birth is 25/12/1996. 

All former documents remain valid.  

All concerned authorities and the 

general public please take note.

I, formerly known as YUNUS 

SALISU YAHAYA, now wish to be 

known and addressed as SALISU 

YAHAYA. All former documents 

remain valid.  All concerned 

authorities and the general public 

please take note.

I, formerly known as ISHIAKU 

TAWAL, now wish to be known and 

addressed as TAWAL ISHAKU. All 

former documents remain valid.  All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public please take note.

I, formerly known as YAU AISHA 
HARUNA, YAU AISHATU HARUNA, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as HARUNA AISHATU YAU. Correct 
date of birth is 28/07/1999 not 
07/4/1999. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
please take note.

I, formerly known as LAWAL 
M U H A M M E D ,  L A W A L  
MAHAMMED, now wish to be 
known and addressed as LAWAL 
MOHAMMED.  All  former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

LAWAL

ELISHACHUNG EMMANUEL BLESSING COMFORT

I, formerly known as CHUN 

ASABE SILAS, now wish to be 

known and addressed as 

CHUNG ASABE SILAS. All 

former documents remain valid. 

All concerned authorities and 

the general public please take 

I, formerly known as ELISHA 
TSOK SUNDAY, now wish to be 
known and addressed as ELISHA 
TSOK TSOK.  A l l  f o rmer  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as  MARTINS 

EMMANUEL NANSOH, now wish to 

be known and addressed as 

EMMANUEL MARTINS NANSOH.  

Correct date of birth is 07/08/2001. 

All former documents remain valid. 

All concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 

note.

I, formerly known as BLESSING 
DENNIS, now wish to be known 
and addressed as BLESSING 
GOLIT GAMBO. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as RAMATUR 
AUDU SAMBO, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
C O M F O R T  R A M A T U R  
J W A M K U R .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as BELLO 
PATU LAWAL, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
LAWAL FATIMA.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

LAWAL

JACOB

NANYHI

MUHAMMAD

EMMANUEL

ISHAQ

BARRY

RHEMA

DANLAMI

RHEMA-EKENENE

ANDABAL

I, formerly known as JACOB, 

MARTHA BUNMI, now wish to be 

known and addressed as JACOB, 

MARTHA OLUWABUNMI. All 

former documents remain valid. All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public please take note.

I, formerly known as JAMES 
INANMWAMICIT NIMMYEL, 
now wish to be known and 
a d d r e s s e d  a s  N A N Y H I  
INANMWAMICIT JAMES. All 
former documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as UMAR 

ABDULRAHMAN, now wish to be 

known and addressed as UMAR 

MUHAMMAD ABDULRAHMAN. All 

former documents remain valid. All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
OLORUNDARE ELIZABETH 
OMOLOLA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as EMMANUEL 
ELIZABETH OLORUNDARE. All 
former documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as ISHAK 
KHALID, now wish to be known 
and addressed as ISHAQ 
KHALID. My correct date of birth is 
14/05/2000. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 

authorities and the general public 
please take note.

I, formerly known as MARTINS 
BARRY, now wish to be known and 
addressed as BARRY TISLONG 
MARTIN. Date of birth from 
16/10/1991 to 16/10/1992. All 
former documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 

general public please take note.

I, formerly known as RHEMA 
JOYCE UDEME, now wish to be 
known and addressed as RHEMA 
JOYCE EKENENE. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

I, formerly known as DANLAMI 
VICTORIA MAICHIBI, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
DANLAMI VICTORIA. Correct date 
of birth 29/06/1988. Not 29/6/1986. 
All former documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the general 
public please take note.

I, formerly known as RHEMA 
BLESSING OLUCHI, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
RHEMA-EKENENE BLESSING 
OLUCHI. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 

authorities and the general public 
please take note.

I, formerly known as SAMUEL 
MARY ANUKWAI, now wish to be 
known and addressed as ANDABAL 
MARY AKUMU. Al l  fo rmer  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 

general public please take note.

I, formerly known as DAVID 
PATRICIA WARET, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
DAVID PATRICIA.  Correct  
date of birth 8/6/1985. All 
former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as IKWU 
JANET OYINE, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
QUEEN EJEMBI JANET. All 
former documents remain 
va l i d .   A l l  c on ce rned  
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

DAVID

QUEEN

I, formerly known as HUSSAINI 
ABDULLAHI MAPUR, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
H U S S A I N I  A B D U L L A H I  
MALLO. My correct date of bith 
1/10/1971 not 18/7/1969 All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 

HUSSAINI

I, formerly known as ABDUL-
RAFIU MUBARAK SHITU, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as ABDUL-RAFIU MUBARAK 
AYINDE. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

ABDUL-RAFIU

I, formerly known as AFALAL 
MAHAN ANGUT  now wish to be 
known and addressed as MAHAN 
JONAH MANGUT. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

AFALAL

I, formerly known as  VINCENT 
DAVOU, now wish to be known 
and addressed as DUNG 
VINCENT DAVOU. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

VICENT

I, formerly known as GYANG 
MESHAK PAM, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
GYANG MESHACK PAM. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

GYANG

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
NWACHUKWU EBELE MARY, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as NWACHUKWU 
MERCY EBELE. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

NWACHUKWU

I ,  fo rmer ly  known as  OBE 
SHEDRACK, now wish to be known 
a n d  a d d r e s s e d  a s  O B E  
OLUWASANJO SHEDRACK.My 
correct date of beith is 22/10/1964 
not  26/10/1964.  Al l  former  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

OBE

I, formerly known as DASET 
LONGDI YILLONG now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
PETER DASET. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

DASET

I, formerly known as AUDUH 
MAMMAN DAH, AUDUH M. 
DAH now wish to be known and 
addressed as AUDUH DAH. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

AUDUH

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
A G B A B I A K A  A M A N D A  
TEMITAYO, now wish to be 
known and addressed as OKETEH 
AMANDA TEMTAYO (MRS). All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

AGBABIAKA

I, formerly known as AJIJI 
JOSEP

Pdressed as JOSEPH 
AJIJI IZANG .A l l  former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

H, now wish to be known 
and ad

AJIJI BITRUS

I, formerly known as BITRUS 
SUNDAY, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
BITRUS VAHYALA SALE All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as MAREN 
UWADEH MACHEN, MAREN 
DORCAS MACHEN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as GABRIEL 
DORCAS FRANCIS. My correct 
date of birth is 28/12/1985. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

MAREN

I, formerly known as YUSUF 
MALLAM YARO, now wish to be 
known and addressed as YUSUF 
GWANA DEMAS. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

YUSUF 

The Nigeria Police Plateau State Command Jos, Riyom 
Divisional Headquarters wish to notified the public that the 
under-listed items/exhibits are due for Auction.
1. Volkswagen Golf Solon Car with Chassis No. 

4U00024591475, and Reg; No: AZ 967 MKD. Red 
Colour.

2. S h a r o n  M i n i  B u s  w i t h  c h a s s i s  N o :  
WUWZZZ7MZWY031989 and Reg. No: JJN 180 ZU. Blue 
Colour.

Therefore the public are advise to come with prove of 
ownership and claim there properties within the stipulated 
time, before the expiration of this notice.

Signed:
ADAMU YAHAYA

NO: 08166116199

AUCTION!   AUCTION!!   AUCTION!!!

This Space 
Is For Sale

This Space 
Is For Sale

This Space 
Is For Sale

This Space 
Is For Sale

This Space 
Is For Sale

I, formerly known as PATRICK 
EZEKIEL GWONG now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
TANG EZEKIEL PATRICK. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

TANG
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EVERY country's well-being 
a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  a r e  
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  i t s  
development which is mostly 
related to the utilization and 
harnessing the human and 
material resources.
Most governments of the 

world, today, consider the 
National Population and 
Housing Census as very 
important and key indices to 
modern society by providing 
comprehensive demographic 
i n f o rma t i on  on  wh i ch  
development planning hinges 

on.
The recent approval by the 

National council of state for 
the conduct of the 2023 
census has given the National 
Populat ion Commission 
(NPC), the responsibility for 
the conduct of the exercise 
that has left no stone 
unturned in ensuring that the 
exercise is credible, reliable, 
and acceptable by all citizens 
The commission is prepared 

to conduct the best census 
ever with the aid of modern 
digital technology called the 
Personal Digital Assistant 
(PDA), to collect data from 
respondents defacto basis.
This time around the 

method is different from the 
former way of gathering data 
by using papers.
In this new method, the 

questionnaires are going to 
be in electronic form, and 
responses to the questions 
w o u l d  b e  i m p u t e d  
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  a n d  
transmitted directly to a 

central server in real-time. 
S t o r a g e  w o u l d  b e  
automatically digital and be 
easily retrieved and used
Notw i ths tand ing ,  the  

census is an important issue 
within the public space and 
the public deserves to have 
adequate knowledge and 
understanding of it.
The  commiss ion  has  

succeeded through the 
E n u m e r a t i o n  A r e a  
Demarcation (EAD), which is 
the bedrock of effectively 
demarcating the country into 
smaller units, while the 
second step was the pre-test, 
a census trial which all has 
been successfully concluded 
across the 36 states including 
Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT), Abuja.
Another major component 

of the commission deployed 
i s  s en s i t i z a t i o n ,  a nd  
advocacy to ensure that the 

public is involved through 
holding town hall meetings 
with traditional rulers, 
R e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s ,  
stakeholders, community 
leaders, youth leaders, etc.
T h u s ,  o r g a n i z i n g ,  

workshops, summit, and 
training for stakeholders to 
get the citizens involved in 
the process to conduct a 
credible census next year 
2023.
This is to effectively 

communicate the intense 
purpose of the commission to 
achieve the right objective of 
the census and they have not 
rested on their oars as they 
continue to plan on how best 
to deliver on this enormous 
national mandate.
Again, census data is 

imperative for planning and 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
development programmes, 
therefore, it requires citizens 
cooperation, security for the 
progress of Nigeria.
Desp i te  the  secur i ty  

challenges in the country, the 
commission was able to 
conduct the trial census 
without any hitches.
The commission is striving 

to ensure that census 
exercise meets International 
standard by employing more 
hands (adhoc staff), during 
the exercise in April 2023.
The 2023 census adhoc 

Portal for the recruitment 
exercise is opened to 
interested and suitable 
citizens to apply, and 
vacancies exist in Field 
Coordinators,  Tra in ing 
Center Administrators, 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
O f f i ce r s ,  Da ta  Po l i cy  
Managers, Policy Assurance 
Officers, Supervisor and 
Enumerators.
The importance of census 

cannot be over emphasized, 
because the data is not only 
important to government 
alone but also to other 
private sectors and the 
general public. This will help 
the government to know the 
population size of its citizens 
in order to plan side by side 
with its resources.
 It is disheartening that 

some citizens today don't 
know the importance of the 
census, census is key to 
development and the size of 
population is what defines us 
as a nation.
To this end, the federal, 

state, local governments, 
traditional rulers, religious 
institutions, stakeholders, 
community leaders, civil 
s o c i e ty  o rgan i za t i ons  
women and youth groups, 
academia, private sector and 
development partners are to 
ensure NPC achieve its 
mandate and the result at 
the end of the day, will 
provide a pathway for a 
sustainable development in 
the country.

WAY back in the year 2019,a 
strange disease (or is it ailment?) 
reared its ugly head from far 
away Wahum in China with 
devastating consequences for 
humanity and the ent ire 
universe. As a matter of fact, no 
continent of the world was spared 
by the monumental damage(s) 
brought in by the scourge.Corona 
Virus,diabolically yet beautifully 
christened Covid-19,put the 
entire world on the precipice. 
Many, either out of fear or 
genuine concern, believed then 
that, the much talked-about 
Armaggeddon had arrived.

So fearsome was the covid-19 
pandemic that many analysts 
postulated that theHuman 

By HOSEA NYAMLONG 

Covid-19 still with us

By VICTOR ALI

“The importance of census cannot be over 
emphasized, because the data is not only 
important to government alone but also to 
other private sectors and the general public. 
This will help the government to know the 
population size of its citizens in order to plan 
side by side with its resources.”

“The big questions at the moment are What is 

obtainable now? Are Nigerians observing these 

protocols? Or is there a tentative pronouncement that  

Covid-19 has bid us farewell? Is Covid-19 dead and 

gone? These questions become very pertinent looking 

at the turn-around attitudes of Nigerians at the 

moment. A visit to any gathering, whether social, 

religious or otherwise will give one the impression 

that the  pandemic has faded into oblivion.”

2023 census: Citizens need to own
 the process

Immuno Def i c iency  v i rus  
otherwise known as the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic was a child's play. With 
no scientific knowledge of its 
hitherto existence nor any clinical 
solution to tre at the “monster” 
pandemic, nothing could be 
farther from the truth for those 
who believed that comparatively, 
the HIV/ AIDS pandemic was a 
child's play.

Without  any empir ica l ly  
established evidence, some 
people believed it was the 
handiwork of some Chinese 
Scientists in the laboratory to 
s c a l e  d own  t he  wo r l d ' s  
population, while others believe, 
till this moment that it is simply a 
mysterious diseases. Whatever 
be the case, the undeniable fact is 
that, the origin of the disease is 
not in doubt-China: Nonetheless 
the disease knows no borders, 
hence, it has killed people in their 
thousands if not millions all over 
the world.

The African continent nay 
Nigeria as a nation with their 
mystique believe also recorded 
its own share of deaths and is still 
ongoing. And with all the 
advances in sc ience and 
technology, a cure for the disease 
has proved a mirage. However, in 
whatever difficult or horrific 
situation homo sapiens found 

themselves, there is always a 
leeway aimed at ameliorating 
the already bad situation if total 
cure is not found.

With the advent of the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic, massive 
enlightenment campaigns were 
carried out both in the print and 
electronic  media for people to 
l e a r n  t o  a b s t a i n  f r o m  
indiscriminate sex behavior or in 

the worst case scenario, use 
condom as a protective weapon. 
Equally too the multiple usage of 
share objects were frown at. With 
the rampaging Covid-19 around 
the corner, the advocated 
panacea for now seems to be the 
Covid-19 protocol –social  
distancing, use of face mask, 
personal hygiene via washing of 
hands amongst others.

The big questions at the 
moment are What is obtainable 
now? Are Nigerians observing 
these  protocols? Or is there a 
tentative pronouncement that  
Covid-19 has bid us farewell? Is 
Covid-19 dead and gone? These 
questions become very pertinent 
looking at the turn-around 
attitudes of Nigerians at the 
moment. A visit to any gathering, 
whether social, religious or 
otherwise will give one the 
impression that the pandemic has 
faded into oblivion.

Go to stadia, marriages, 
burials, soccer, viewing centres, 
churches and mosques, and even 
banks the story is the same. 
Simply put, Nigerians have 
forgotten about the Covid-19 
pandemic. Even the elites who 
should be role models are caught 
in this vortex In every gathering 
of “big men,” you see them 
recklessly shaking hands without 
even caring to wear face-mask. 
What lessons are they teaching 

ordinary Nigerians on protocols 
of Covid-19? 

Perhaps, with the exception of 
hospitals, everyone else is 
behaving or believing that 
Covid-19 is dead and gone! Yet, 
every other day, Nigerians are 
being inaundated by the Nigeria 
Centre for Disease Control 
(NCDC) of new cases of 
discovery, fatality in deaths and 
recovery of patients. Who is 
fooling who? Nigeria and 
Nigerians should be careful 
because, caut ion is the 
watchword. Needless to say, 
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THE prestigious University of 
rd th

Jos had its 33  and 34  combine 
thconvocation between the 11-13  

May 2023. Though the ceremony 

has come and gone, the sweet 

memories of the epoch making 

event will linger in the hearts of 

many for years and if perhaps not 

several decades to come. Indeed, 

after sleepless nights of study, 

any such graduation ceremony is 

not taken for granted by the 

grandaunts and their loved ones. 

Therefore, many personalities 

came out in their astonishing 

number to celebrate this rare 

significant feat.
This aside, it was also another 

opportunity for Karl Kumm 

University Vom community to 

celebrate its Chairman Board of 

Trustees (BoT), Prof. Suleiman 

Elias Bogoro OON who was 

coffered with Doctor of Science, 

Honoraris Causa  for his 

ou ts tand ing  per fo rmance  

towards reviving Nigeria's 

educational sector and excellent 

service to humanity. For the Vice 

Chancellor of this faith based 

tertiary institution, Prof. Nanven 

Audu Gambo whose joy knows no 

bound, Prof. Bogoro OON, former 

Executive Secretary of Tertiary 

Education Trust Fund, (TETFund) 

has continued to exhibit 

exemplary leadership which is an 

embodiment of the philosophical 

ideology of the establishment of 

the institution.
Prof. Gambo believes that Karl 

Kumm University is indeed very  

lucky to have a personality in the 

like of Prof. Bogoro OON as its 

Chairman of  Board of Trustees  

at this contemporary times 

knowing too well that his worth of 

experience has continued to 

translate on the remarkable 

achievements recorded by the 

institution towards facilitating 

one of  the best  cr i t ica l  

educational curriculum for the 

benefit of its soon to be students.
The Council and the Senate of 

the University of Jos had resolved 

to coffer the Honorary Degrees 

on the former Execut ive 

Secretary of TETFund, Prof. 

Suleiman Bogoro OON alongside 

former Nigeria's Ambassador to 

Switzerland, Alhaji Yahaya 

Kwande during the convocation 

ceremony held at the Faculty of 

Social Sciences Auditorium, 

Naraguta Campus, University of 

Jos following their excellent 

tracks of overwhleming and 

resounding achievements. The 

Chancellor of the University of 

Jos, His Highness, Malam Ahmed 

Nuhu Bamalli, Emir of Zazzau by 

the powers vested on him 

coffered the Degrees of Doctors 

of Science, Honoris Causa with 

the rights and privileges attached 

on these great  N iger ian 

personalities. 
Though this kind of award is not 

the first and would not be the last 

to be coffered on Prof. Bogoro 

OON, the Honoris Causa award 

conferred on him basically 

confirms the concept that the 

history of the University of Jos 

would certainly not be complete 

without the mention of the great 

contribution of this erudite 

scholar of global reckoning. It is 

in the country. Fortunate enough, 

all the six geopolitical zones of 

the nation benefitted from this 

critical educational intervention 

devoid of bias intentions and his 

scholarly works have proven 

beyond doubt that he is a genius 

of his generation.
In his remarks, the Vice 

Chancellor, University of Jos, 

Prof. Tanko Ishaya explained that 

“we have also received enormous 

support from our parent ministry 

and some of its agencies. The 

Tertiary Education Trust Fund 

(TETFund) and the National 

and encouraged staff to key into 

its vision on research and 

innovation and this has led to a 

number of successes including 

but not limited to the award of 

one Billion naira TETFund Center 

of Excellence in Food Security is 

currently focusing on research on 

a reas  such  as  Hand l ing  

Problematic Soils and Hydroponic 

Farming and Seed Potato Value 

Chain Innovation Platform and 

offer short courses that will 

benefit the community.
“A significant number of 

TETFund National Research Fund 

(NRF) grants won by well inspired 

and  mo t i va t ed  t e am  o f  

researchers in the university. Just 

within two years, various 

research teams in the university 

attracted over eight TETFund 

research grants. The Office of 

Research and Development 

(ORD) of the university won an 

(NIH) research administration 

grant from the National Institute 

Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

(NIAID), National Institute of 

Health (NIH), USA (NUMPERA) to 

develop the grants management 

system in the University of Jos 

and other institutions in Nigeria.”
He then appreciated the 

significant role played by the 

former TETFund Executive 

Secretary, Prof. Suleiman Bogoro 

OON toward uplifting the 

educational standard of the 

university.                   
Speaking during the occasion, 

the Chancellor of the University 

of Jos, His Highness, Mallam 

Ahmed Nuhu Bamalli, Emir of 

Zazzau explained that "as the 

current administration both at 

the Federal and state levels 

complete their tenures in office, 

and hand over to incoming 

administrat ions, we must 

appreciate and commend Your 

Excellency and visitor to the 

university for the giant strides 

you have recorded during many 

years of meritorious service to 

this nation and wish you greater 

s u c c e s s  i n  yo u r  f u t u r e  

endeavors."
According to him, "I want at this 

point to sincerely appreciate and 

c o m m e n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  

management of the University 

for the Giant Strides recorded 

within the short time it has been 

on board. I am sure you would 

have seen the new structures 

springing up especially on the 

Naraguta Campus and the 

Permanent Site. This is clear 

evidence of commitment and 

diligence as well as testimony of 

judicious application of both 

statuary subventions from the 

Federal Government and the 

internally generated revenue. In 

addition, the university is 

relentlessly working hard to 

move all its undergraduates and 

other programmes to its 

Naraguta Campus Permanent 

Site at the shortest possible time. 

With valuable support from the 

Federal Government, State 

Gove r nmen t s ,  c o r p o ra t e  

organizations and well spirited 

individuals, this is achievable.”
Also contributing, the Pro-

Chancellor and Chairman of the 
t h1 4  Gove rn i ng  Counc i l ,  

University of Jos, Prof. Attahiru 

Jega noted that “In particular, we 

are grateful to Mr. President for 

your kind approval to TETFund 

for the construction of four 

TETFund Special Innovation 

Projects namely, perimeter 

fencing of the university, further 

works at  the facu l ty  of  

Pharmaceut i ca l  Sc iences ,  

external works provision of 

furniture and equipment in the 

faculties of Agriculture, Natural 

Sc iences  and  Vete r inary  

Medicine, construction of Vaccine 

Development and Production 

Center and the upgrading of 

Renal Dialysis facility at the 

teaching hospital.”
In his appreciation on behalf of 

the two award recipients, Prof. 

Bogoro noted that the gesture 

would motivate them to do more 

for the institution in the coming 

years.  Bogoro re-emphasized 

his determination to continue to 

contribute his quota to reviving 

the educational sector. He 

ind icated h is  pass ion to 

i m p r o v i n g  f u r t h e r ;  t h e  

fundamental research framework 

for   for desireable intellectual 

impact on the polity. He noted 

that the place of research in the 

anticipated developmental 

progression of the nation cannot 

be over-emphasized. 
He called for more research  

based approach to intriguing 

challenges facing the nation for 

greater productivity in the 

country.

basically today factually  on 

record that projects worth 

billions of naira were approved by 

him when he held sway in 

TETFund not forgetting many 

research opportunities he 

g r a n t e d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

academicians. 
Today, Prof Bogoro OON is not 

only a household name as one 

who provided world best financial 

support in the area of critical 

infrastructural development but 

pushed lecturers including other 

researchers beyond limit for the 

benefit of educational excellence 

Universities Commission (NUC) 

have done so much to keep us 

afloat. Other government and 

non-government bodies whom 

we have entered into partnership 

with have also been impactful 

towards our growth and 

development.”
According to him, “the provision 

of inspirational direction of the 

research and innovation strategy 

by the university has recently led 

to improved quality research that 

is relevant to the development of 

our immediate community. This 

administration has supported 

Karl Kumm varsity celebrates Prof. Bogoro's Honorary Doctoral award

By BULUS GAMBO

Prof. Bogoro

Prof. Nanven Gambo, Vice Chancellor Karl Kumm University presenting a gift to Professor
Tanko Ishaya, Vice Chancellor University of Jos



Nigerian Union of Journalists Chairman, Paul Jatau (right) presenting  
the relief materials for onward delivery to the victims through the Mangu 
Victims Support Committee Chairman, Chief Musa Pwul, flanked by MDA 
President and some of his national EXCO
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HRH Miskhaham Mwaghavul, Da John Putmang Hirse, mni, responding to 
the message from the NUJ Chair

Chairman Nigeria Union of Journalists, Mr. Paul Jatau (standing) 
delivering his message to the Miskhaham Mwaghavul, Da John Putmang 
Hirse, mni (left)

National President, Mwaghavul Development Association, Chief Joseph 
Gwankat (KSM) flanked by some members of national body of MDA

NUJ Vice Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo (right) with other members at the 
presentation

NUJ Secretary, Peter Amine, Vice Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo showing 
some of the items to the National President MDA, Chief Joseph Gwankat 
(KSM)

HRH, Miskhaham Mwaghavul, Da John Putmang Hirse, mni, Chairman, 
NUJ, Paul Jatau, President MDA, EXCO in a group photograph with 
members of the pen profession

From left are, NUJ National Auditor, Ladi Dinci Emmanuel, former NUJ 
Council Chairman and National Trustee, Mr. Katdapba Gobum with other 
members of the NUJ

PLATEAU NUJ PRESENTS RELIEF ITEMS TO MANGU ATTACK VICTIMS
The Plateau State Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) last week presented relief materials to Mangu LGA attack victims who were displaced by 

herdsmen (Fulanis) in different villages. Chairman of the Council, NUJ, Mr. Paul Jatau made the presentations, flanked by his EXCO and members 
of the Pen Profession in Jos
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A mum was called selfish for defying 

medics who told her to abort her baby 

boy, as she insists she would rather have 

her baby born without any arms as he is 

"perfect".
When Mariaan Strauss, 25, and her 

husband Hendrik Strauss, 26, from 

South Africa, found out they were 

pregnant, they were elated.
However, a sonar scan at 13 weeks 

revealed something that changed their 

lives forever, after the doctor told them 

that their baby wasn't developing arms.
He informed the pair that aborting the 

baby would be the best decision.
With full-time jobs, Mariann working in 

the food safety department of a national 

bakery and Hendrik being a manager at 

the parts department of a trucking 

company, the thought of managing and 

rearing a baby with a disability sounded 

tough to both.
But at the same time, Hendrik said that 

he did not want to go down the route of 

abortion. And Mariaan said that she had 

love for her unborn child, who is now 

eleven months old.
Hendré weighed six pounds and one 

ounce at birth as Mariaan said that they 

cried "because it was such a beautiful 

moment."
She continued to say: “Then the big, 

dark depression hit me.
“Society is cruel and I thought will our 

child ever be accepted? Is he going to be 

mocked and bullied?
“The words of my specialist kept 

running through my head, 'You're selfish 

if you don't abort. You must think of the 

child. He will never be able to have a 

normal quality of life'.
“I was angry at God for allowing this.
“There was self-blame and pain. And 

the fear of the unknown and an uncertain 

future. I thought, 'Why us? Why our 

child?' You pray and you ask for a healthy 

child, but then this happens.
“But if I had to choose today, I would 

take him just like that, again. Without 

arms.”
The couple remained optimistic that 

they could care for Hendré, and it was 

ultimately the best decision of their lives, 

with Mariaan saying: “When Hendré was 

three months old, he taught himself to 

roll from place to place and it was like a 

cloud lifted.

“I realised my child was okay, then I 

was okay and the depression went away.”
Proud father Hendrik added: “You 

should see how he rolls these days.
“If he wants to get to a toy on the other 

side of the room, he moves or he pulls his 

little legs under him and pushes himself 

forward.”
However, the parents revealed that 

Hendré had other physical problems, 

including being unable to digest more 

than 30ml of milk at a time.
The parents said: “A day after his birth 

his right leg was put in plaster because 

his foot was turned inwards.
“He also didn't have a fibula – the lower 

leg bone that supports muscles and 

nerve endings.
“His stomach hasn't grown and he can 

drink only 30ml of milk at a time before 

he's full.”
But Mariaan and Hendrik's family has 

been unconditionally supportive of them, 

and they help them care for their young 

son in any way they need.
But Mariaan has admitted that she has 

never forgotten the words her specialist 

said to her, saying that she feels for 

women who terminate their pregnancies 

because of abnormalities.
Mariaan said: “I wish they could hear 

me when I tell them it's okay to have a 

child who's different from society's idea 

of 'normal'.
“Hendré is the greatest gift we could 

have received.
"We remember how the doctor looked 

at our first sonar for a long time. When he 

said that he was having trouble seeing 

the second arm, he referred us to a 

specialist in Bloemfontein who did a 

second sonar, three weeks later.
“He told us our baby didn't have arms. 

But we'll find out in future if Hendré can 

get prosthetic arms.
“Just the other day Hendrik jokingly 

remarked it's strange for him to see 

babies with arms.”
Hendrik, too, is enjoying fatherhood 

like he never thought with his adorable 

son, adding: “Hendré sleeps in his cot 

next to our bed. When he wakes up, he 

lies there and smiles at us.
“And to think I wanted to throw it away 

because I was scared and insecure.”
Source: MIRROR
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Odd World

disposition of rural communities. But again, 
despite the fact that Lalong's prediceessor 
Senator Jonah Jang tired his best to protect 
the state from its obvious enemies, it never 
halted their unabated antics and crafty 
methods of intentionally making the state 
become subservient. Lalong was given the 
opportunity to serve Plateau on the premise 
of consolidating on the fundamental 
principles of the founding fathers and whether 
he was able to do so or not is left for posterity 
to tell. Whether Lalong was able to achieve his 
campaign promises or not is also another 
agenda for futuristic discussion.

Of course on assumption of office, Governor 
Lalong after identifying the holistic problems 
bedeviling the state thought it wise to 
practicably approach it from his logical 
perspective. For me, God gave him the 
opportunity to serve the people and now that 
he is out of office, it is left for him to re-
examine himself as to whether he upheld the 
oath of his office diligently and to the best of 
intentions.

Today, it's however another scenario all 
together as a new Governor in the person of 
Barrister Caleb Mutfwang finds himself taking 
over the mantle of leadership of the state 
from his predecessor, Rt. Hon. Simon Bako 
Lalong. Few days to his official  takeover 
ceremony, the incumbent Governor's home 
town, Mangu Local Government Area came 
under heavy attack by herders leading to the 
death of hundreds. This particular attack 
virtually resonated the dark days of Jos crisis 
which nearly overwhelmed its citizens but for 
the grace of God.

However, despite these hiccups, we must 
welcome the new Governor on board as he 
gets set to lead the people of the state in the 
next four years. Certainly, leadership in any 
category demands that the person on the 
throne hits the ground running right from the 
start. For a state like Plateau, nothing less 
than this would make things work for the 
betterment of the citizens.

Prior to his victory at the polls, Governor 
Caleb Mutfwang had pledged to ensure that 
more pragmatic strategies are employed to 
chart a lucrative way forward. A perusal of his 
campaign manifesto also reveals his good 
intentions to pragmatically transform the 
state amidst contemporary challenges we 
have found ourselves in. This dream of his 
may not be that easy owing to the intractable 
problems bedeviling the state at the moment. 
Worthy of note is the heavy debt burden 
running into over three hundred billion and 
the polarized disposition of the ethnic 
nationalities.

For Plateaunians, all they are cavernous for 
is the pragmatic applicability of strategies 
which will enhance good governance and 
better their lot. They are desirous of a leader 
who can led them into spontaneous 
prosperity and bring sustainable  peace back 
to the land. A leader who stands fearless and 
is ever ready to put Plateau  first ahead of all 
other desires of his life.

We must accept the reality of the fact that 
Plateau has and is still going through a lot. 
Many things have gone wrong while many 
innocent lives have been cut short by 
marauding  enemies of the state. As we move 
into the next four years of governance under a 
new leader, it is portended more than ever 
before that the right things must be done to 
protect the entire citizens from becoming 
victims of administrative ingenuity. This is not 
to however say that our leaders should not be 
prayed for and or supported as the state 
journey through another years of anticipated 
development and holistic healing. Against all 
odds, some of us are still hopeful that the next 
coming years will be great for Plateau if the 
leaders that be and the citizens guard their 
loins and prayerfully do the needful.

JUST like the twinkle of an eye, the  
former Plateau State Governor, Rt. Hon. 
Simon Bako Lalong's eight years tenure 
has expired and he has gone  back home. 
Lalong once the Speaker of the Plateau 
State House of Assembly during Governor 
Dariye's era was subsequently voted into 
office as Governor in 2015 after he 
defeated the then PDP gubernatorial 
contender, the late Senator GNS Pwajok, 
he was re-elected into office again in 2019 
after he won the gubernatorial polls 
aganist Senetor Jeremiah Useni. Today, 
the story is nonetheless different and 
such is life if the popular adage, "solider 
come, solider go, barrack remains" is 
anything to go by.

I however can still recall with great 
nostalgia when Plateau people gathered 
together at the Rwang Pam Township 
Stadium where they inaugurated Rt. Hon. 
Simon Bako Lalong as the Executive 
Governor of the state for the first time in 
2015, the ceremony was quite 
overwhelmingly exciting. On the second 
occasion in 2019, Lalong still stood before 
the citizens of the state pledging on oath 
to be a servant leader and do his best for 
the people. Necessarily, his tenure would 
be remembered for many things though 
as humans, we all have our strongholds 
and shortcomings even as our electorates 
usually expects much more from our 
leaders. One thing for sure however is 
that our leaders will always stand 
accountable for all that they have done 
and hugely be rewarded by God if they 
excel well enough. 

 This time around in 2023, Barrister 
Caleb Mutfwang has indulged himself in 
this oath taking ritual. As is the usual 
tradition, Mutfwang also stood  before his 
people to swear on oath to guide and 
protect them, hold the virtues of the 
founding fathers of the state and propel it 
to unimaginable greatness and progress 
in the coming four years. In the midst of 
unabated contemporary difficulties in 
leadership, he is anticipated to redeem 
his campaign promises prior to the 
gubernatorial polls to the later.      

Before the 2015 general elections which 
brought Lalong into office, a lot of issues 
emanated within the state's political 
circle. Aside the vehement rejection by 
the citizens of the state over percieved 
political anomalies then, many who felt 
out of place in the art of governance 
subsequently vented their anger which 
necessitated the emergence of the out-
gone Governor. Back then, the civil 
servants felt aggrieved over epileptic 
salary payments which took a great toll 
out of them. Many civil servants equally 
became hapless and disillusioned 
following their inability to fend for their 
families due to some of these obvious 
precarious situations.   

But again, truth be told, the past 
decades have also been so traumatic for 
the vulnerable people of the state owing 
to the episodes of unending security 
breaches here and there. Since the ethno-
religious crisis which enveloped Jos in 
2001, the city has not been the same 
again. While hundreds of innocent lives 
were lost, the city center is still polarized 
along religious lines even as some selfish 
politicians have continued to capitalize on 
the gullible and fragile communities to 
achieve their selfish interests. 

On assumption of office, the out-gone  
Governor also confronted these 
overwhelming issues. Aside the reality of 
the fact that the state nearly became a 
shadow of itself for many obvious 
reasons, many citizens were left suffering 
and smiling due to the impoverished 

Mum defies doctors, refuses abortion

Good-bye Lalong, welcome Mutfwang
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ON the 29  May 2023, Barrister 

Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang was 

inaugurated as the sixth 

Executive Governor of Plateau 

State under a euphoria of great 

excitement and joy witnessed by 

the citizenry throughout the 

entire state. Mutfwang who 

defeated the candidate of the All 

Progressive Congress, (APC), Dr. 

Nentawe Yilwada during the last 

gubernatorial elections received 

the mantle of leadership from 

the former Governor, Rt. Hon. 

Simon Bako Lalong who held 

sway in the corridors of power 

for eight years with convincingly 

nothing much to show for it in 

terms of realistic  capital 

projects execution. But again, 

Lalong's romance with the 

caliphate after acclimatising with 

the core northern oligarchy's 

political ideology was also 

perceived by stakeholders as 

ridiculing the integrity and 

struggling spirit of the founding 

fathers of the state. The former 

Governor's gesture was no doubt  

also perceived as  sending 

wrong signals about  the  

citizen's dire need for the total 

emancipation of the state and 

the entire middle belt region 

from political subjugation to 

enhance po l i t i ca l   se l f-

proficiency.   
The inauguration ceremony of 

Governor  Mut fwang a lso 

witnessed the swearing in of his 

Deputy, Ngo Josephine Piyo who 

ran on the same ticket with her 

boss under the platform of the 

People's Democratic Party, 

(PDP). This historical event held 

at the Rwang Pam Township 

Stadium, Jos was  witnessed by 

unprecedented crowd cutting 

across all façade of our political 

class, technocrats, erudite 

scholars, leaders of thoughts, 

s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n c l u d i n g  

community representatives 

amongst others. The colourful 

event according to pundits was 

witnessed by massive turnout of 

audience ever seen in most 

recent historical antecedence of 

the state.
Before Governor Mutfwang 

came on board, Plateau State 

had in the past eight years been 

groaning under a huge burden of 

admin is t rat ive ingenui ty,  

political misadventure and 

allegation of mismanagement of 

available resources ending up in 

collective visible decision-

making ignominy. Realistically, 

the state also suffered from 

infrastructural deficit, absence of 

good governance attributes 

necessitating  a huge schism of 

the ethnic groups. The crippling 

in of the machinations of 

caliphatization schema through 

deceptive treaties and ties did 

not only made the state to be a 

shadow of itself but logically  

unnecessarily subservient. Most 

if not all of these consensus 

alliances arrived at by the 

immediate past government had 

led to the state losing its 

integrity amongst the comity of 

federating states in the country. 
Consequently, while this 

ideological deceptive synergy 

and or pact  proliferated 

between the state's selfish 

political elites and the core 

northern oligarchy, vulnerable 

native communities on the 

Plateau were consistently 

attacked and chased from their 

ancestral homes with impunity. 

As it is today, several native 

peopling of rural Plateau 

particularly those in the northern 

and of recent central senatorial 

districts have become internally 

displaced persons in their abode. 

As if this was not enough, some 

communities within the fringes 

of the incumbent Governor 

Mutfwang's hometown, Mangu 

Local Government Area were 

sporadically  attacked by 

marauding herders in a genocide 

mission style which has so far 

continued to receive substantial 

condemnations. This most 

recent unprovoked attacks in 

Mangu Local Government Area 

has led to the death of close to 

two hundred people while 

thousands have been rendered 

devastated and homeless. Even 

in the aftermath of Governor 

Mut fwang ' s  i naugura t i on  

ceremony, these attacked have 

not dwindled thereby raising 

serious significant concerns and 

worry.   
Unfortunately, the fragile 

security framework put in place 

by the outgone government has 

woefully failed in ensuring the 

return of most of these 

vulnerable internally displaced 

persons back to their ancestral 

lands. This humanly created 

dilemma through cosmetic 

security arrangements have 

cont inued to  t raumat ise  

vulnerable communities beyond 

comprehension. 
But again, since the emergence 

o f  the  present  po l i t i ca l  

dispensation in 1999, Plateau 

State tagged 'Home of Peace and 

Tourism' has continued to face 

outrageous challenges in the 

likes of overwhelming poverty, 

epileptic healthcare facilities, and 

pragmatic anomalies in the art of 

g o v e r n a n c e  w h i c h  h a s  

necess i tated ep isodes o f  

unending security breaches 

including other devastating 

consequences on the citizenry. 
Plateau State which from all 

indications is amongst states that 

is suffering from heavy debt 

burden of over 300 billion naira 

with loan repayments exceeding 

total revenue by 0.76 percent is 

leaving little room for capital 

expenditure. Statistically, the 

state debt grew by 40.4 percent 
th

and as 2021 was the 13  indebted 

state in the country.
It is certainly in the midst of 

these surmounting problems that 

Governor Mutfwang is taking 

over governance of the state. 

Fundamentally, the incumbent 

Governor is taking over at a time 

when glaring indicators reveal 

unpleasant developmental 

hurdles enveloping the state. 

Already, Mutfwang has assured 

that by the grace of God, he 

would work with stakeholders 

t owa rds  t he  sy s t ema t i c  

enthronement of massive 

development in the state.
Governor Mutfwang's desire is 

also encapsulated in his 

inauguration speech where he 

noted that 'Today, I prophesy 

that the new Plateau by this 

inauguration is born. The glory of 

Plateau shall manifest in the 

coming years to God's glory and 

to our collective pride. We shall 

work round the clock to provide 

the leadership and governance 

that our dear citizens deserve 

and yearn for.'
According to him, 'I understand 

clearly, the enormity of the task 

before me and I have no illusions 

that it is presently under a huge 

debt burden of 200 billion naira, 

the healthcare sector is in need 

of urgent attention, our school 

s y s t e m  r e q u i r e s  a  

comprehensive overhaul, our 

infrastructure is decayed and 

inadequate and practically, 

every sector requires urgent 

redress. I must mention that 

there are no quick fix solutions to 

these challenges, but one thing 

is certain, we are prepared to 

take the challenges head-on and 

we will hit the ground running 

immediately.' 
Truth be told, there are several 

unimaginable challenges facing 

Plateau State and only the grace 

of God will see its citizens 

through. However, we must also 

acknowledge the obvious fact 

that the state is lucky to have as 

Governor, a man of integrity who 

possesses visionary tendencies 

in the like of Barrister Caleb 

Manasseh Mutfwang. Today 

everybody on the Plateau is 

happy that the long awaited 

personality competent to take 

the state to the promise land has 

taken his rightful place in the 

governance of the state. Though 

the present predicament the 

state is facing may not be 

entirely fix within the twinkle of 

an eye, there is great hope that 

this incumbent Governor and his 

Deputy have what it takes to 

change our narratives for the 

better.
Barrister Caleb Mutfwang for 

those who don't know does not 

only come from a humble family 

background but consensually, is 

a true capacity of what he 

represents as a brilliant lawyer, a 

man of integrity with a calmness 

that disarms anyone. Aside the 

fact that Mutfwang comes from a 

solid family, it's been quite a long 

time that Plateau has gotten a 

p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  g i v e s  

assurance, with capacity to 

govern with calmness and this 

tells us that things are going to 

be exceptionally different for us 

all. Even as we declare that the 

time has come for a pragmatic 

change, Mutfwang surely needs 

our prayers to fulfil his campaign 

promises and make us happy.

 By BULUS GAMBO

Governor Mutfwang: The time has certainly come 

Governor Mutfwang
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HE origin of this disease 
(spraying the Naira notes at Tsocial events) is actually 

unclear. Before 1957, bank notes 
were not available for trading except 
cowries which could not have been 
thrown at people's faces in the 
name of spraying. The first bank 
notes issued in 1958 were mainly 
the pounds, shillings, and pence. By 
1973, these had been replaced by 
Nigerian Naira and Kobo.

Spraying was non-existent pre-
colonially and pre-independence. 
'Spraying has been described as just 
one of those purely Nigerian traits 
resulting from our unwarranted 
arrogance and over-bloated ego. It 
is a Nigerian substitute for 
sophistication'. I agree no less with 
the assertion as it is totally 
baseless, serving no purpose except 
ego massage of the perpetrators.

Spraying is simply a mans of 
showing off, be-deviled and spurred 
by the oil-boom of the 1970s. It 
appears to have spread from the 
west, where parties are the norm, to 
the east and then to the north. It is a 
situation where the Nairaand 
sometimes other currencies are 
used to lavish accolade on mainly 
ce lebrants  dur ing  wedd ing  
ceremonies, naming ceremonies, 
birthday celebrations and so on. In 
fact, the list is expanding by the day.

Secretaries of these events are 
humiliated as they are converted 
into 'beggars, stooping low to pick 
up 'crumps' from the floor, and some 
of them are mistakenly trampled 
upon.

Having travelled a bit, it appears a 
rare event in other parts of the 
world, particularly in Europe and the 
Americas. On the other hand, where 
it is done in those countries, it is 
orchestrated by people of Nigerian 
stock or extraction. I have come 
across stories of princes in Dubai 
spraying large amounts of dollars on 
praise singers. My immediate 
response is why not the dirham?

My faint memory tells me that 
during Buhari's regime as a military 
ruler, spraying money was a crime! 
So, what has changed? The apostle 
of the 'rule of law' appears to have 
gone to sleep. Interestingly, there is 
a law assented to by President 
Obasanjo, tagged “Central Bank of 
Nigeria Law, 2006. This law forbids 
all manner of abuse of the Naira. 
The Law states that 'spraying or 
dancing on the Naira' during social 
occasions or otherwise shall 
constitute an abuse of the Naira and 
is punishable under the law. The 
Law adds that hawking, selling or 
otherwise trading in the naira is an 
offense. Sections 20 and 21 of the 
CBN Act of 2006 states that the 
penalty for flouting the law is 
imprisonment for a term of not less 
than 6 months, or a fine of not less 
than 50,000 Naira, or both fine and 
imprisonment. Despite this law, the 
law enforcement agencies are yet to 
apprehend and prosecute a single 

Nigerian for spraying or dancing on 
the Naira notes despite the 
numerous social events or 
functions in which the law is 
flouted, (. The Sanusi led Central 
Bank Governor considered it an 
abnormality in view of the physical 
assault metered out to the Naira 
note by the proponents and 
perpetuators. With the coming of 
the Emefile led Central bank, the 
ban or restriction in this regard 
appears to have been lifted. The 
Covid pandemic temporarily halted 
if for a moment but with the easing 
of the pandemic,this malady has 
sprung back in full force and even 
threatens to surpass the previous 
level. 

How can we stop this done when 
the law makers are the breakers or 
culprits? There is the possibility 
that the legislators and politicians 
will not support implementation 
because the laws made by them 
are for people other than them. 
The culprits include serving 
politicians, monarchs, business 
moguls, media magnets, etc.In 
addition, the powers that be who 
are not legislators would break the 
law at will with no consequences as 
they are above the law, a purely 
Nigerian anomaly. Therefore, the 
implementation of the law by the 
appropriate authorities appears to 
be a mirage as laws already on 
ground are broken at will with 
absolutely no consequences.

The degradation of the naira can 
actual ly be considered an 
economic crime and therefore 
handled by the Economic and 
Financial Crime Commission 
(EFCC). The consequences of 
money spraying constitute 
economic sabotage as a national 
identity is treated with disdain. It is 
even worst than doing same to the 
national flag. Imagine burning a 
national flag during protests.

What is the money spraying all 
about? Brand new naira notes are 
obtained from whatever source, 
sometimes from the Central bank 

(called the mint), from the 
commercial banks, vendors of 
Naira notes, traders, or other 
sources. These notes are taken to 
the social events, used to spray 
celebrants, trampled upon by 
celebrants and those sprayingand 
others attending the event. At the 
event, the already battered 
currencies are re-cycled by 
attendees as 'change from the 
secretaries of the event' for re-
spraying over and over again. At 
the end of the event, a used note 
may have been re-cycled and 
trampled upon several times, 
ensuring overt defacement, and 
sometimes torn to pieces. That is 
the malady of the Nigerian 
currency, the Naira.

The commonly assaulted notes 
are the 100 Naira note, the 50 
Naira note, the 20 Naira note, 
andoften the N200 Naira note.The 
500 Naira note is seldom used. The 
least abused Naira denomination is 
the 1,000 Naira note. The reason 
being the high value and therefore 
not easily used for this purpose. In 
these days of harsh economic 
reality, one is now witnessing the 
spraying using the 5- and 10-Naira 
notes.

Who is the benefactor of this 
nefarious activity?No doubt, it is 
the person performing the 
spraying, not even the celebrants. 
It is an ego boosting affair for the 
sprayer. The sprayer is 'seen' by 
the celebrant and other on-lookers 
as generous; and hailed even if 
what was sprayed is insignificant. 
The newer the naira notes the 
more pleasant the person feels. 
The longer the time the person 
takes spraying, the more his ego, 
self-esteem and hailing by on-
lookers.That is why 'sprayers' get 
new notes of the lowest available 
denomination to achieve a longer 
time-frame of spraying. Those with 
no muscle power to give out much, 
ge t  t he  l owes t  ava i l ab l e  
denomination at the site for 
'spraying to achieve longer 

spraying time. At a wedding event 
for example, a 'sprayer' with for 
example 500 Naira would 
exchange the single 500 Naira note 
for 5, 10, 20, or 50 Naira notes. 
With an exchange for 50 Naira 
notes, the sprayer gets 10 notes 
for which to spray the bride, 
bridegroom, fathers in law of both 
parties, mothers in law of both 
parties and some more to spare. If 
the 500 Naira note were to be 
sacrificed, it would only go to one 
person, and just a couple of 
seconds to accomplish. With 10 
notes, the sprayer can use 5-10 
minutes to proudly and arrogantly 
do this.

What is the benefit to the 
celebrant? Perhaps very minimal. 
It is assumed that the sprayers 
dish out a lot of money in the 
process. May be, may be not. But 
the ones I have witnessed are to 
t h e  c o n t r a r y.  T h e  m a ny  
denominat ions sprayed on 
collation amounts to virtually 
nothing. It should be noted that 
some non-sprayers give even 
more and do not want it announced 
perhaps not to evoke mental guilt 
on the money sprayers! 

T h i r d  q u e s t i o n : W h o  
replenishes these defaced Naira 
notes? The Government I guess in 
our minds. The next question is 
who the government is? Of course, 
you and I  const i tute the 
government. Therefore, it is you 
and I that replace the cost of 
replacements instead of using 
same for other pressing national 
demands. These notes require 
replacement from time to time. 
Undue  rep lacement  on  a  
continuous basis, has huge cost 
implications, putting unbearable 
stress on the already ailing 
economy. What we now do is to 
completely mutilate a new note as 
soon as it is brought out to the 
open in the guise of spraying.We 
then complain on a daily basis 
about the dearth of good-looking 
Na i ra  no t e s ,  bu t  f a i l  t o  
acknowledge our being the cause.

The Naira currency notes 
generally undergo a lot of recycling 
or circulation and likely to pick up 
infectious agents (bacteria, 
viruses –(including Covid-19), 
parasites. This is unhygienic, 
particularly during these events, 
posing actual and real health 
challenges best avoided.

In conclusion, the Nigerian 
currencies of all denominations 
must be valued and respected as 
our national identity. It costs 
fortunes to produce and distribute 
them.  They  a re  p rec ious  
commodities desiring better deal 
from all and sundry. The Naira will 
continue to be sprayed because it 
is a symptom of the average 
Nigerian's love of exhibitionism. It 
has apparently become part of our 
culture because Nigerians worship 

money and those who have it, no 
matter how they acquire the 
money. Corruption also thrives 
because people need excess cash 
to spray in public; a development 
not to be envied!

Additionally, market women and 
traders who unnecessar i ly 
squeeze, wet, grease, tear and 
mutilate the currency must also be 
sanctioned by the law. No one 
treats a precious commodity of his 
or hers as the Naira notes are 
treated. But why? Is it because as 
an individual, I do not pay for 
minting of the notes? Or is that the 
way of spending the tax-payers' 
contribution to the common pool of 
national development? We need a 
re-think at the way we treat our 
national currency. A second look 
will make us change the way we 
handle our national identity, the 
Naira. Nigerians Love Money while 
at the same time, hate the Naira 
notes. What a paradox!!!

This practice must be stopped or 
abolished forthwith in view of the 
cost to the economy. The penalties 
so stipulated by the existing law be 
carried out to the letter to put 
some people behind bars and more 
Naira into the economy from funds 
accruing from fines.

Envelopes be provided to well 
wishers at these events to put their 
monetary contributions inside for 
onward transmission to the 
celebrants.

The religious bodies to adhere to 
government laws as any breach is 
sin and unexpected particularly 
inside churches, mosques, and 
shrines where applicable.

Promissory notes be substituted 
for real Naira notes and used by 
proponents and the said amounts 
redeemed later through the banks. 
Honest and sincere monetary 
contributors to support the event, 
would redeem this. Fake 'sprayers 
for self-aggrandizement would be 
discouraged for fear of knowing 
how much they really contributed.

The cash-less economy should be 
pursued to a logical conclusion and 
as soon as is feasible.

Innovative event managers must 
come out with other ways of 
maintaining the funfair of events 
instead of mutilating and defacing 
our national currency in this 
difficult time faced by our economy 
and fight of the Naira against other 
National currencies.

If the desire for continuous abuse 
to the Naira by spraying, trampling 
upon, and other ways of 
defacement cannot be achieved 
honorably, it will be achieved 
otherwise as bandits, armed 
robbers, kidnappers, petty thieves 
and other desperateonlookers are 
watching, and will help us do it the 
other way.

Mutihir is a Professor of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
University of Jos.

“This practice must be stopped or abolished 
forthwith in view of the cost to the economy. 
The penalties so stipulated by the existing 
law be carried out to the letter to put some 
people behind bars and more Naira into the 
economy from funds accruing from fines. 
Envelopes be provided to well wishers at 
these events to put their monetary 
contributions inside for onward transmission 
to the celebrants.”

Prof. Josiah Mutihir

F R A G M E N T
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Spraying Naira at social events: Need for a rethink


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32

