




HAT stands out as 
N i g e r i a ' s  m a j o r  Wcharacteristic is our 

proclivity for long queues. Whether 
positively or negatively inclined, it 
is a dark spot for the country's 
development, and a need to 
ensure that we are worried for it.

Today, everywhere one turns to 
in Nigeria, such a one is sadly 
greeted with queues that have 
defied all known solution. If you 
want fuel, one must queue for 
hours to get it. Go to the pharmacy 
store or the hospital, if you are not 
ready to queue, you may return 
with nothing in your hand.

Nigerians in all states have had a 
raw deal concerning long fuel 
queues that have lasted for almost 
a year, while no one has suggested 
the reason for it. From refineries 
that have refused to work, to 
official theft and corruption; it does 
appear that nothing is needed to 
be done to stem the tide.

It is perhaps only in Nigeria that 
you must wake up at three am to 
go and queue for money. The 
queues increased as soon as the 
currency swap began. While it is 
understood that  the  new 
development is a good omen, 
whoever designed it must have 
expected Nigerians to suffer, 
otherwise, pray, why it is difficult to 
get the new naira notes despite 
assurances.

The way and manner it is being 
implemented, one would have 
thought that the government 
planned to make the people suffer. 
Everyone is feeling the pain in the 
land and it has affected almost all 
Nigerians who need money for 
their economic activities. But the 
politicians need it most to 
prosecute their campaigns.

It does appear that for some 
time, the Nigerian people will 
continue to be in pains, what with 
the fact that a lot of things are 
needed to fix the development. 
While the government wants to 
settle the excessive use of money 
in politics, there are people who 
are benefitting from the pains of 
lack of money. The banks with their 
various heads are reported to be in 
sync with the politicians that have 
tried to circumvent the new policy. 
Whether this is true of not, nothing 
can be far from it as the politicians, 
who often use money for 
campaigns are finding the waters 
so hot to handle without available 
cash in hand.

Queuing has become common 
place. Nigerians had thought the 
currency swap would be less 
problematic, even as our country 
men and women never thought it 
would get to the level that we have 
reached. The Central Bank of 
Nigeria is reported to have been 
prepared for it, yet I thought we 
should have seen the preparations 
come to place, but not in the 
sufferings that were meted on all of 
us.

The education the Central Bank 
of Nigeria needed to carry out did 
not go down to the grass roots; as 
such the people in my village are 
unaware of the development. They 
are detached from what would 
happen even if new swap policy is 

stopped. Many understand that the 
new policy is for the good of all, 
only a few Nigerians find it hard to 
reciprocate, and government says; 
the few are the ones antagonizing 
the policy.

No day passes without observing 
the preponderance of queues at 
banks in the local government 
headquarters. In the end, what 
came out from the experience was 
an eye opener, telling graphically 
the shape of things to come if the 
government did not get worried to 
nib it in the bud.

Characteristically of Nigerians, 
everything was left to chance; 
even government may have 
believed that the noise would be 
made for a time, and before long, it 
would subside and die naturally. 
That must have been the greatest 
mistake may have made, as the 
frustration of Nigerians soon 
became manifest; they lashed on 
that to become violent; dealing 
blows to people and institutions.

Many of us remember with 
nostalgia what happened during 
t h e  E n d  S A R S  p r o t e s t .  
Government and the security 
agencies took the menacing 
frustration of Nigerians for 
granted. By the time it got to the 
point of assuring Nigerians that 
something would be done, it was 
late for the protesters to return 
home. However, the deed had 
been done by then; today, when 
the losses are recounted, many 
would have wished it didn't take 
place.

No doubt, it was a lesson for all. 
While we are saying this may not 
be like the SARS protest, the need 
to be circumspect is worth 
considering by all. Reports have it 
that many financial institutions 
were set ablaze in the last two 
weeks on account of the difficulties 
Nigerians are going through.

To think that government would 
wait until the situation got out of 
hand is to underestimate the tone 
of the problem; and the fighting 
power of the people. Get this clear: 
No government prays for crisis on 
its head. As such, on February 17, 
2023, President Muhammadu 
Buhari addressed Nigerians on the 

situation and appealed that 
government was also worried about 
what Nigerians were going through.

And as many had thought, an 
address by the President came in to 
douse the frustration. Whether it 
did or not is left to be seen in the 
next 60 days. Just three or more 
days after the presidential address, 
only a few understand the reason 
behind the new naira policy swap.

The fact that it is still difficult to 
get cash means that we have more 
harsh days ahead of us. The banks 
and POS are dry but with many 
waiting on the queues for what are 
not available for them. In this 
situation, it is expected that the 
banks should be given sufficient 
cash to dispense to their customers.

If this is not made possible, more 
Nigerians, in their desperation will 
cut the neck of the next available 
customer. Much has been seen done 
in this regard, even as it is 
regrettable that Nigerians have 
used the situation to make profits at 
the expense of their countrymen. 
While they have made more money 
derived from their charges, they 
have no regard for what their 
customers are made to go through.  

It is true that several families do 
not have the new notes let alone the 
old. Feeding for many families has 
become a problem; business 
owners are lamenting the losses 
they have incurred in the last three 
weeks of going forth and back. The 
policy summersault, by all intents 
and purposes, should, according to 
the Central Bank of Nigeria meant 
to help fast track the economy that 
has been bastardized and it is 
hemorrhaging from all parts.

But of all known reason for the 
currency swap, the federal 
government is determined to stamp 
its feet on money politics in the 
2023 general elections. In this part, 
money plays a big role in ensuring 
that a candidate is delivered with a 
mandate by all means, using 
money that is at the disposal, or 
rather in the hands of politicians, 
who are desperate to win elections 
by all means.

In the course of the weeks in 
which most Nigerians experienced 
hardships beyond measure, much 
was expected from government, 

such that measures would have 
been taken to cushion the effects 
of the sufferings of Nigerians.

G a g d i  a n d  t h e  n e w  
trajectory

On February 12, 2023, Rt Hon 
Yusuf Adamu Gagdi started a tour 
of some of the farthest parts of the 
Federal Wards of Kanam LGA.

Traversing through Dugub, 
Dogonruwa, Munbutbo, Garga, it 
was easy to make out what was 
ahead: Driving as if in a grandprix, 
that must be done to beat the 
heavy sand on the roads, but what 
lay ahead became a test of who 
was on the wheels.

But, Na Kankwana, an old hand 
in handling the wheels from 
Ungwan Gyero in Munbutbo, can 
give any driver a lesson on how to 
drive in the sand. He was part of 
the entourage, and knows every 
pothole from point of start to 
finish.

T h e  c a s u a l t i e s  b e c a m e  
pronounced: Some vehicles fell to 
function and were left to be 
attended to the next day, just as 
the fatigue that came through 
pushing some of them that got 
stuck in the sand took its toll on all.

At Munbotbo, Lugur and Tunga, 
Rt Hon Yusuf Adamu Gagdi would 
himself lead to push the vehicles 
stuck in the sand. Those who have 
stayed longer with him are quick to 
recall some of the days that he 
would challenge drivers who had 
problems and drive their vehicles 
to safety.

The moment night felt, the test 
became manifest from Ganjuwa, 
Birbyang, Tunga, Tukur, Yenla, 
Kantana, and Jom terminating at 
Jarmai. By the time the entourage 
arrived at the venues of meeting 
his constituents, the night was far 
spent.

At some point, and for a first-
timer, it would appear no soul 
would be met at the venues. It 
would surprise those that 
doubted; they kept vigil by singing 
and dancing until he arrived at the 
venue.

But it was not the test that 
should make the headline: It was 
the sheer patience of supporters 
patiently waiting in the sun for 

hours to receive their son. They 
knew he would turn up considering 
the terrain of their area.

They understand politics. Only 
the patient goes home happier. The 
orientation serves well to raise 
politically conscious actors that 
could be accommodated. That is 
the mold Rt Hon Yusuf Adamu 
Gagdi is made of. And suave as 
ever, he is the man to beat.

Only recently, Rt Hon Yusuf 
Adamu Gagdi just concluded a 
four-day tour of 36 Federal Wards 
that make up his constituency.

There are a few takeaways from 
the tour. The lessons are 
instructive, as they send signals of 
hope and commitment to political 
office seekers in the land.

To have involved a large number 
of constituents does not show that 
one is wealthy nor has the 
wherewithal to throw around. It 
shows that there is enough room 
for others to also participate in the 
process  o f  e lec t ing  the i r  
representative.

Visiting constituents constantly 
shows that they are valued. When 
one doesn't, it as an indication that 
they do not matter to them; but 
only during elections that they 
become relevant. They are 
witnesses to such treatment by 
different politicians in the past.

Such politicians come and go, 
w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
constituents. They are treated with 
levity, to the extent that, there is no 
genuine commitment to the people 
they seek to represent.

Consider this: Rt Hon Yusuf 
Adamu Gagdi, has, since 2019 
been in a different class. He has 
shown that he makes things 
happen as the people mean a lot to 
him on the journey.

He has visited the 36 Federal 
Wards about 8 to 10 times 
minimum. It is no doubt a 
commitment to service, and of his 
responsibility to them.

Gagdi has continued to Do Good, 
and that is why they say, he who 
does well always sees good from 
the people. This truism is replicated 
in the life of Rt Hon Yusuf Adamu 
Gagdi.

There is genuineness in the 
struggle by Gagdi. Those that are 
involved have been bitten by the 
same bug.

Perhaps, for good measure, his 
outings are a delight. Gagdi has 
never been a long ranger; he 
travels with his arsenals fully 
prepared to support other 
candidates.

In all the ward headquarters, he 
would appreciate and tell the crowd 
why supporting Tinubu/Shettima, 
Nentawe, Diket, and Assembly 
members should be a priority.

What better sacrifice could there 
be by Gagdi than to get everyone 
involved in the struggle? Those 
who cherish the struggles Gagdi 
has been engaged in know that it is 
good he has down so much good to 
reap there from.

This can only be so, knowing that 
Gagdi has always trusted in God!
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Nigeria: A country and its long queues

“Queuing has become common place. 
Nigerians had thought the currency swap 
would be less problematic, even as our 
country men and women never thought it 
would get to the level that we have reached. 
The Central Bank of Nigeria is reported to 
have been prepared for it, yet I thought we 
should have seen the preparations come to 
place, but not in the sufferings that were 
meted on all of us.”
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From left are, Sen. Jonah David Jang, Rear Admiral Samuel Bitrus Atukum 
and the PDP State Chairman, represented by Hon. Simon V. Domle

Governor Mutfwang addressing the well attended Plateau State Elders 
Forum

Cross section of personalities on the high table From left are, Speaker, PLHA, Rt. Hon. Thomas Moses Sule, Sen. Jonah 
David Jang, Rear Admiral Samuel Bitrus Atukum and Hon. Chris Hassan 
PDP State Chairman, represented by Hon. Simon V. Domle

Cross section of Plateau State Executive Council at the meeting

Cross section of former Secretaries to the Plateau State Government

Former Minister, Youth and Sports, Hon. Solomon Selcap Dalung, former 
COCIN President, Rev. Prof. Pandang Yamsat and Amb. Bagudu Hirse

Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) Chairman, Rev. Fr. Polycarp Lubo 
with other stakeholders at the meeting
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GOVERNOR MUTFWANG MEETS WITH STATE ELDERS’ FORUM
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang recently met with the reconstituted Plateau State Elders’ Forum at the Banquet Hall, new 

Government House Rayfield, Jos
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N Integrated Health 
Programme (IHP) AUSAID, has pleaded 

w i t h  B a u c h i  S t a t e  
Government to focus much on 
h u m a n  r e s o u r c e  a n d  
distribution in the 2024 health 
budget for a more robust and 
sus ta inab le  hea l thcare  
system in Bauchi State.

 The call was made by Mr 
Khalid Kasimu, the Health 
Financing Advisor of the 
organisation during a one day 
Media Quarterly Meeting held 
recently in Bauchi.  He 
stressed the need to address 
critical funding and human 
resource issues in the health 
sector of the state.

"The state government 
needs to consider a proper 
cost-effective HRH supply-
chain management system 
and retention strategies. 

He  added  tha t  " The  
projection of the health 
workforce, distribution of 
workforce by equity and 
effective management and 
health information systems 
should all be strengthened."

Kashimu also called on the 
state government to also 
focus on family planning 
commodities, nutrition and as 
well increase infrastructure in 

health facilities such as power, 
water and the rest more 
especially in rural areas.

 Also speaking, Alhaji Saleh 
Giade, Permanent Secretary 

Ministry of Budget and 
Economic Planning said the 
ministry would organize 
citizens' engagement on 
budget.

 Adding that, public 
hearing would be conducted 
across the three senatorial 
z o n e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e  
stakeholders, the Civil 
Society Organisations, 
media among others.

 According to the PS, "the 
purpose is to receive inputs, 
t o  e n s u r e  c r i t i c a l  
assessment on how the 
budget would look like".

In her  remark,  the 
Coordinator of Journalists 
for Public Health Initiative 
and Development (J4PD), 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kah, informed 
that the purpose of the 
meeting was to improve 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  
accurately report progress 
on budget performances 
and financing reforms.

"It will also increase health 
insurance awareness among 
the public and develop the 
capacity of the media outlet 
o n  r e p o r t i n g  h e a l t h  

H E  Ka d u n a  S t a t e  TC o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
E d u c a t i o n ,  P r o f e s s o r  
Muhammad Sani Bello, has 
clarified that no school in the 
state is closed due to the 
activities of bandits.

He made this known recently 
while speaking with newsmen 
about the progress of his 
ministry since he resumed 
office.

Recall that last year, 13 
schools were closed as a result 
of banditry in some parts of the 
state.

 However, the commissioner 
affirmed that all schools in the 
state are going on with their 
normal academic activities, 

saying, “We did not close any 
school because of threats by 
bandits.

“Even in schools that are 
located in high-risk areas, we 
have taken measures to 
ensure that normal school 
activities do not stop, he 
stressed.

On the downward review of 
tuition fees at tertiary 
institutions, he said it was 
intended to bring succour to 
parents  and guard ians 
because of the present 
situation in the country.

“His Excellency, being a 
listening governor, summoned 
all principal officers of these 
tert iary inst i tut ions on 
assumption of office and 
directed them to see how the 

fees would be reviewed.
“We are happy the governor 

was able to fulfill one of his 
campaign promises. In 
addition, students pursuing 
courses in medicine and other 
health-related courses like 
pharmacy will be given 
scholarships, he stressed.

He also disclosed the 
establishment of a new 
campus of the College of 
Education, Gidan Waya, in the 
Hunkuyi Local Government 
Area of the state.

“A temporary place had 
been secured to commence 
academic activities without 
delay. New students will be 
offered admission to the new 
campus in the next session.

To this end, he said a new 

 Focus on human resource in health facilities- IHP
From Abbas Gungura, 

Bauchi

No schools closed in Kaduna State -Commissioner
deputy provost has been 
appointed to take care of the 
new campus.

From JOHN FWAH
KADUNA

Lalong

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has 

rejected the three-year power transition plan of the military rulers of 

Niger Republic. ECOWAS Commissioner for Political Affairs, Peace 

and Security, Abdel-Fatau Musa, made this known during an 

interview with the BBC on Monday. He said that General Tchiani's 

proposal of a three-year transition was just a smokescreen for 

dialogue and diplomacy. Musa warned that the regional bloc would 

not accept any prolonged transition again in the region.

He called on rulers to be ready to hand over in the shortest possible 

time.

“ECOWAS is not accepting any prolonged transition again in the 

region. They just have to get ready to hand over in the shortest 

possible time".

Benin, Niger, Togo owe Nigeria N132.2bn energy bills in 4 

years

Foreign customers in Benin, Togo, and Niger have failed to pay over 

N132.2bn worth of electricity bills supplied to them by Nigeria from 

2018 to the first quarter of 2023. Analysis of quarterly reports 

produced by the Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission (NERC) 

showed that the amount owed is from the N180.8 billed to the 

customers from which they paid N48.57bn, meaning only 26.8 

percent was paid. The breakdown of the figure showed that Benin 

topped the debtors list with a bill to the tune of N72.1bn through its 

Société Beninoise d'Energie Electrique (SBEE), followed by Niger 

Republic with N31.3bn through its Société Nigerenne electricity 

(NIGELEC) and Togo with N10.03bn through its Companie Energie 

Electrique Du Togo.

Atiku, Kwankwaso, Obi May Set Up Formidable Party.

Gearing up for possibilities as the country continues its 

transition process, the trio of Atiku Abubakar, Rabiu Kwankwaso, and 

Peter Obi have begun to discuss the possibility of a merger, with the 

ultimate goal of setting up a formidable party that can more 

effectively challenge the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC). 

The meeting of these three political leaders, which had been going on 

for a while, it was gathered, started with the one between Atiku, the 

presidential candidate of the People's Democratic Party (PDP), and 

Kwankwaso, who was the presidential candidate during the last 

election in February 2023.

Defence Ministers, Service Chiefs Get One Year To End Insecurity.

There were indications that the service chiefs may be kept on their 

toes in the next couple of months, as the federal government has 

given them one year to put an end to any form of insecurity in 

Nigeria. Accordingly, Minister of Defence, Abubakar Badaru, has 

asked them to present a timeline and requirements for ending 

insecurity across the country.

 The former Jigawa governor who assumed duties as Defence 

minister at the Ship House in Abuja yesterday said his job and that of 

his junior minister, Bello Matawalle, as well as those of the service 

chiefs, were at stake if they don't end insecurity in one year.

There had been growing anxiety following the recent spike in terror 

attacks and killings in some northern states, with most Nigerians 

enveloped in a mood of despondency about the capacity of the 

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu administration to contain the scourge.

Naira resumes free fall, depreciates to N890/$ at the parallel market 

Barely a week after it started recording some gains, the naira 

appears to have resumed free fall, touching N900/$ at the parallel 

market. 

The local currency recorded some gains after President Bola Tinubu 

met with the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) leadership last two weeks 

to discuss how to save the currency from debauchery. It appreciated 

to N820/$ early last week. The appreciation seems to be short-lived 

as the naira resumed a fresh crisis at the beginning of the week.  It 

was gathered that the currency was trading around N890 to a dollar 

in Abuja this week.

Nigeria's crude oil production fell to 1.29mbpd in July

The most recent data from the Nigerian Upstream Petroleum 

Regulatory Commission (NUPRC) reveals that Nigeria's daily 

production of crude oil fell to 1.29 million barrels per day (mbpd) in 

July from 1.48mbpd the previous month.

The figure includes condensates of almost 0.2mbpd. Excluding 

condensates, the nation's total crude oil output was just a little under 

1.1mbpd compared with nearly 1.3mbpd on June 23.

This decrease is the sharpest since April 2023, when total crude 

The Nigerian Exchange Ltd has put forth a proposal to permit dollar-

denominated bond listings on its platform according to reports from 

Bloomberg.

This move is considered a potential solution to alleviate the foreign 

currency challenges faced by companies in Africa's largest economy.

The Nigerian Exchange is also contemplating extending this 

opportunity to include dollar-denominated stock listings.

Wagner leader, 9 others die in plane crash

Yevgeny Prigozhin, leader of Wagner, a private military company, has 

been killed in a plane crash, according to BBC. Ten people were on 

board the private jet that crashed in the north of Moscow, capital of 

Russia. The Russian Civil Aviation Authority said seven passengers 

and three crew were on board the Embraer aircraft, which was en 

route from Moscow to St. Petersburg. A report from Russia State 

Agency (RIA), Novosti confirmed ten people, including Prigozhin, 

died.

The report cited the Russian Aviation Authority. A journalist in 

Moscow told Al Jazeera that “reports in the Russian media, 

unconfirmed so far, are saying this aircraft could have been taken 

down by air defense systems.

Compiled by HOSEA NYAMLONG 

ECOWAS rejects Niger junta's 
3-year transition plan
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HE  Kaduna  S t a t e  TG o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
expressed excitement with 
the resumption of the Abuja-
Kaduna Zaria Road project, 
while it appealed to the 
Federal Ministry of Works to 
expedite its completion to 
improve motorists' security. 

The Deputy Governor, Dr. 
Hadiza Sabuwa Balarabe 
disclosed this on Thursday, 
24th August 2023, during a 
courtesy visit by the Minister 
for Works, Mr. Nweze David 

Umahi, at the Sir Kashim 
Ibrahim House in Kaduna. 

The Deputy Governor told 
the visiting Minister that the 
Government and people of 
Kaduna State are appealing to 
him during his second phase 
visit, to consider and ensure 
completion of the Easten 
B y p a s s -  w h i c h  w a s  
commenced in 2002, reviewed 
in 2017 and had a completion 
dateline of 2021. 

She added, "Mr Minister, that 
road provides an alternate 

route for commuters passing 
through Kaduna from the 
Southern States and Abuja, 
thus reducing pressure on 
Kaduna township roads as 
well as save travel time for 
travelers". 

"I also want to use this 
oppor tun i ty  to  extend 
congratulations from the 
Governor, Government and 
people of Kaduna State on 
y o u r  w e l l  d e s e r v e d   
appointment by President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, to 
oversee the Ministry of Works 
a n d  H o u s i n g .  T h i s  
appointment is a testament of 
the trust and confidence the 
President has in you, as 
judged by your sterling 
performance in Ebonyi State, 
as Governor", she remarked.

Earlier, Mr. David Umahi 
stated that they were in 
Kaduna due to a presidential 
directive to tour all senatorial 
districts and assess the status 
of ongoing road projects.

He emphasized that their 
presence in Kaduna is a 
testament to the importance 
the president attaches to the 
region. 

"President Tinubu Ahmed 

instructed me to personally 

inspect this project and report 

directly back to him, which is 

why we are here. He issued 

the same directive for the 

Abuja-Kaduna road, where 

we  were  p resen t  on  

Tuesday," he said.
 "Yesterday, we had a 

meeting with the South West 

contractors. Tomorrow, we 

will have a meeting with all 

the contractors working in 

the North West region. On 

Saturday, we will focus on 

North Central, and on 

Sunday, we will turn our 

attention to another region," 

Mr Umahi stated.
The Minister however 

commended the Kaduna 

State Government for its 

people-centered policies. He 

noted that despite being 

r e l a t i v e l y  n e w ,  t h e  

government has already 

m a d e  s i g n i f i c a n t  

achievements in many 

sectors.
 "We are very confident in 

Kaduna State. My big 

brother El-rufai has done 

quite a lot. I am very 

confident that the new 

governor  w i l l  fur ther  

improve Kaduna State based 

on how he has handled it so 

far," he asserted.

Work resumes at Abuja-Kaduna-Zaria road project
From JOHN FWAH 

KADUNA 

Bello





HE President's daring actions have 
somewhat made some of the early Tcheering sound-bites he proclaimed 

self-contradictory. The President had 
remarked “Let the poor breathe, don't 
suffocate them” Also in his Democracy Day 
speech on June 12, 2023 to Nigerians, the 
President said “I share your pain” when the 
President made these comforting remarks, 
most Nigerians had the premonition that the 
new administration under his leadership would 
in a short period of time displays some show of 
empathy and he is going to turn the fortunes of 
the country and put smiles on the faces of 
Nigerians especially the poor and vulnerable 
keeping in mind the endured eight years of 
privation under the leadership of former 
President Mohammadu Buhari.

Unbeknownst to many Nigerians, however, 
who believed in the President's Maxim that his 
administration was coming too push the 
country back to its painful past days by 
embracing the neoliberal economic doctrines 
of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank, these organization which are 
the key causes of social – insecurity, economic 
– inequality and poverty in most of the 
developing countries.

Barely three months into office, President 
Bola Tinubu – led administration had hastily 
introduced the most atrocious and anti – 
people economic policy by withdrawing 
subsidy on Motor Spirit popularly called petrol 
not envisaging that the policy could have dire 
consequences on the wellbeing of most 
Nigerians. Quite frankly, the stringent 
economic policy is “suffocating” the masses. 
Many Nigerians are truly no longer “breathing” 
as the hardship is becoming unbearable, 
people are starving to death and most 
Nigerians are now languishing and groaning in 
object poverty.

Those who are managing to survive the 
removal of energy subsidy have applied some 
coping strategies of distress sale of assests 
and predacious loans but can barely afford the 
basic necessities of life with the global price 
surge in food stuff and cost of transportation 
as the war in Ukraine has also impacted 
negatively on the global food and energy 
systems.

In point of fact, financial experts have 
averred that the high cost of living have 
reached a crisis level and the country is 
recording the worse inflation ever in the 
history of our country.

In response to the out – cry and pressure by 
Nigerians, the federal Government have 
repeatedly been appealing to citizens to live on 

with the pains unleashed on them as part of 
their sacrifices to their father land with 
assurances that the hardship is going to be a 
temporary measure. 

The President in his recent nationwide 
broadcast to this fellow country men and 

stwomen on July 31 , 2023 pleaded “Fellow 
Nigerians, this period may be hard on us and 
there is no doubt about it that it is tough on us. 
But I urge you all to look beyond the present 
temporary pains and aim at the larger picture. 
All of our good and helpful plans are in the 
works. More importantly, I know that they will 
work”.

“Sadly, there was an avoidable lag between 
subsidy removal and these plans coming fully 
online. However, we are swiftly closing the 
time gap. I plead with you to deliver and in our 
concern for your well-being”. “We will get out 
of this turbulence. And due to the measures 
we have taken, Nigeria will be equipped and 
able to take advantage of the future that 
awaits her”.

The question is, in which of the successive 
administrations the President and his 
Ministers, Governors, Senators and Members 
of the National or State Assemblies were being 
owed salaries and their colossal allowance 
even for just a month in the 24 years of 
democracy in Nigeria. The quick and obvious 
answer is, they have not. But always keep a 
tight grip on their salaries and benefits. They 
have never made any sacrifices on their parts. 
Whereas, as last resort they call on the masses 
to make sacrifices.

And no matter the outcry and the 
excruciating pains their followers are passing 
through, it does not alter their usual quest 
from their life styles of changing Posh and 
Luxurious cars. There is little wonder, it was 
reported in Sunday Sun of July 15, 2023 that 
the newly elected political leaders have 
impetuously have approved over 40 Billion for 
the purchase of SUVs cars for law makers in 
the Red and Green Chambers of the National 
Assembly. Yet, they continue to splash 
Nigerians daily on the lamentable state of the 
Nation's economy, saying the nation's 
economy has been wrecked and ruined. 
Wrecked by who? Is the question.

Nigerians are brutally enslaved by their 
leaders in the country that is richly endowed 
with natural resources and opportunities.

The height of insensitivity, insincerity, lack of 
empathy and compassion on the parts of our 
political leaders is becoming frightening. 
Programmes for poverty reduction had in the 
past repeatedly failed therefore, there is a big 
trust deficit among Nigerians and the integrity 

of our leaders are seriously being called to 
question.

The Federal Government had earlier on 
made promises to Nigerians that the money 
that is going to be realized from the fuel 
subsidy removal will be invested in some 
critical sectors such as; health care system, 
transportation, infrastructures and palliatives. 
Doubtlessly, for instance, the president in his 
campaign pledge, the President made a 
solemn promise that his administration would 
make education affordable to every Nigerian 
through students loan and lamented the 
number of out- of - school children in which is 
running to 'millions'. 

As part of his reform on education, Tinubu 
said he has developed a template “that will 
bring terminal end to the challenges of funding 
and attendant perennial industrial actions.” He 
made this assertion during his presentation at 
an interactive session with the Arewa joint 
committee (AJC) at Arewa House in Kaduna 
sometimes, in October 2022 but reverse is 
what Nigerians are witnessing in the 
educational sector, in just few month of the 
administration lifespan, Nigerians have 
started wailing over the sharp increase in 
tuition fees in all the public institutions. This is 
a bad signal and bitter experiences for parents 
and student alike. 

On palliatives, the president in this recent 
address also promised to roll out some tall 
stopgap and social safety measures to 
ameliorate the impact of the subsidy removal 
but analysts were quick to say that if the 
government is sincere, some of these 
measures ought to have been in place before 
the removal of the subsidy and certainly, 
Nigerians are already getting bored with failed 
promises. In fact, what Nigerians are always 
left with at the end of the day are these their 
habitual phrases like, government will, 
government will soon, government assures 
etc. On the ground of this, there is still a 
growing discontent over the planned social 
intervention programmes and popported 
palliatives of president Tinubu. Palliatives 
apparently should be a matter of emergency. 
At worse, government supposed to have 
deployed the palliatives side-by - side with the 
withdrawal of the subsidy because of the pains 
Nigerians are going to pass through.

Indeed, pundits are describing the social 
intervention and the palliatives by the present 
government as a scam and another grand 
deceit not an altruistic act by the president. 
Nigerians are yet to recover from the injuries 
inflicted on them by   COVID - 19 pandemic 
and the Naira redesign policy. The experiences 

of COVID - 19 palliatives are still fresh in the 
minds of Nigerians. The corruption that was 
incorporated into the distribution of COVID - 
19 palliatives was scary. There were situations 
where COVID -19 materials that were meant 
to be distributed to the poor and the 
vulnerable Nigerians were allegedly hooded 
warehouses, private homes of politicians who 
then shared it to their relatives, friends and 
families and some items were said to have 
fond their ways to private shops. More 
worrisome, too, that humongous amount of 
palliatives was used in school feeding 
programme. The money was said to have been 
used in feeding the school children even the 
children were at home as the result of the lock 
- down. The corruption that perverted the 
distribution of COVID -19 materials could still 
repeat itself in the social interventions and the 
palliatives will not trickle - down to the poor 
and vunerables.  

Nevertheless, in a swift reaction of president 
Tinubu's National broadcast of July 31,2023, 
the Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC) in a press 
statement declared that the president's 
speech was a mere rhetoric's because it did 
not come close to the “reality and anomalous 
with hardship and suffering that most 
Nigerians are going through now.” And it is 
“not the silver bullet that Nigerians expected.” 

The congress lamented the deceitfulness in 
Mr. President's speech for not harping on what 
precipitated the fuel subsidy crisis in the first 
place. The NLC statements further reads “We 
expected that the next line of statement will be 
how the present government plans to 
resuscitate our public refineries which has 
being lying comatose for so many years and is 
the major pain point in the whole subsidy 
narratives” of course, if government is sincere 
it should invest the over one trillion naira 
realized from the two months of pains and 
anguish of Nigerians in fixing the refineries if 
not the hardship we are going through has 
come to stay with us. The president said “in a 
little over two months, we have saved over a 
trillion naira that would have been squandered 
on the productive fuel subsidy which only 
benefitted smugglers and fraudsters. That 
money will be used more differently and more 
beneficially for you and your families.”

The government has failed to released that 
the whole, the burden of the subsidy removal 
is resting diversely on the shoulder of it's 
citizens not even the smugglers and fraudsters 
as the government perceives. How else will 
one explain why the president is boosting that 
the subsidy removal has started yielding good 
resu l t  and  he  i s  r ece i v ing  good  
commendations from the international 
community for his actions.

The governments while celebrating the over 
one trillion naira realized or saved in two 
months of the introduction of the policy that 
have brought pains on the people.

President Bola Tinubu had also in the course 
of his campaigns described the subsidy 
reinvestments programs SURE-P of the 
immediate past administration as a 
“Movement Fraud” He said “They offered no 
programme of valid compensation to the 
people, instead, the instigated the policy of 
mommental fraud known as SURE-P.

“However, the only thing sure about it was 
that it's architects would siphon the public's 
funds to fatten their own wallet. The wanted to 
save money (for themselves) yet expand the 
people for no good reason at all” on the whole, 
what makes the president to think that his 
men will not betray him? And what makes his 
men more trustworthy and dependable that 
former president Jonathan's men? Of course, 
president Bola Tinubu may have a good heart 
and intensions to implement what he has 
promised Nigerians but, as I have said earlier, 
there is a huge trust deficit hanging on his 
men. Talk is cheap just thinking about IBB vs 
Tai Solarin a perpetual lover of the poor and his 
defunct peoples Bank. Ditto too for the 
revered pioneer helps man of the Federal Road 
Safety Commission (FRSC), Professor Wale 
Sohinka.
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As the hardship bites harder on account of the social and economic after effects that have arisen from the implementation of the withdrawal of the most 
contentious economic policy (Subsidy on Premium Motor Spirit) otherwise known as petrol, there is widespread doubt about the “Renewed Hope” axiom of 
President Ahmed Bola Tinubu. CHINDAPBA NGOP, writes.

Nigeria and culture of deceit

Tinubu Shettima



early at the same time, parts of 
Europe and several East Asian Neconomies pursued an alternative 

strategy of export-led growth. This 
strategy emphasized the deliberate 
pursuit of foreign trade to build exporting 
industries and depended in part on 
maintaining a weak currency to make 
exports more attractive to foreign buyers. 
In general, export-led growth has 
outperformed import-substituting 
industrialization.

Socialist Industrialization: The socialist 
nations of the 20th century repeatedly 
embarked on centrally planned programs 
of industrialization. These include the first 
and second five-year plans in the Soviet 
Union and the Great Leap Forward in 
China.

While these efforts did re-orient the 
respective economies toward a more 
industrial base and an increase in output 
of industrial commodities, they were also 
accompanied by harsh government 
repression, deteriorating living and 
working conditions for workers, and even 
widespread starvation.

Examples of  Industr ia l i zat ion:  
Industrialization is dependent on growth 
and innovation in at least four industries.

Manufacturing: Industrialization began 
with the invention of machines that 
greatly increased the manufacture of 
goods. One such invention was the cotton 
gin, patented by Eli Whitney in 
1794.Whether hand-cranked or steam-

Philadelphia in 1887.
The Sears catalog. It wasn't the first 

catalog but it was the first to reach 
practically every consumer in America 
with a vast range of goods, from children's 
clothing to prefabricated houses.

How Does Industrialization Impact 
Society?:Industrialization creates jobs 
that draw people from farms and villages 
to cities where manufacturing takes 
place. However hard those jobs were, 
they were often preferable to the 
precarious existence of a small farming 
family. The result is a new generation of 
urban consumers. Businesses of all kinds 
spring up to provide goods and services to 

Earth that has not been affected by 
industrialization, and those places 
probably will be soon. The Industrial 
Revolution in Europe and the United 
States brought the world into the modern 
era. Other regions, particularly in Asia, 
made the transition later. The process 
continues into the 21st century.

The forgoing is from Invstopedia. Having 
read this excerpt, many things stand out 
such as the definition of manufacturing. 
“What Is Industrial Activity: Industrial 
activity is any business process that is 
necessary to create a manufactured 
product. The activity may be related to 
the sourcing, processing, assembly, 

cheaper than ours, thereby destroying 
our local industries and causing more 
unemployment. And yes, the goods will be 
cheaper than ours due to better energy 
costs and logistics and the availability of 
well trained manpower or human 
resources.

It is advised that the Government should 
collect data and build a data bank for its 
unemployed youths along the lines of 
their professional qualifications. While 
doing this, the government should reduce 
the cost of electricity and pms, boost 
mining, enhance our steel rolling mills and 
iron ores and other mineral resources 
required for the production of the required 
machinery for mass production. This is 
the only way we can add value to our raw 
materials and make them finished goods 
that can compete favourably in the 
international markets.

The Government can put these young 
professionals on unemployment benefits 
and post them to the correlating 
ministries and private companies for 
mentoring and capacity building. They 
can also be sent abroad for training. When 
these young professionals are fully 
engaged, they will not only move our 
economy fully into the manufacturing 
sector,they will also move us into the 4th 
industrial revolution with their IT 
capabilities. They will make up a pool of 
human resources for direct foreign 
investment. If a foreign company wishes 
to penetrate the Nigerian market, it will 
not need to import its human resources 
because we will have more qualified 
professionals to provide that service.

In the event that Government and 
private sector cannot absorb every young 
professional, government can create 
clusters of young professionals who can 
take on projects and create value by 
selling their knowledge and service  to the 
client. A group of architects and builders 
can vie for a contract and build a public 
building for the government depending on 
their level of proven expertise. The 
Government can also give grants and 
loans to those of them who would like to 
start their own manufacturing companies.

In conclusion, Government should pay 
concerted and calculated attention to the 
young and unemployed professionals 
because they are our future and they are 
relevant to our national growth through 
their expertise and innovation in the areas 
of production and manufacturing. A 
society that ignores its youthful 
population is a society destined for decline 
and extinction. The Government should 
pay attention to our young professionals 
and harness their skills and expertise 
towards greater industrialization, without 
which there will be no export and no 
foreign exchange.We will also perform 
poorly in the AfCFTA if our young 
population is ill prepared for the job at 
hand.We most harness their professional 
skills and youthful energy and groom 
them and then include them in the AfCFTA 
blue print.Our growth and development 
as a nation lies in their heads and their 
hands.

Stephenson's Rocket and introduced in 
1829, served for the next 150 years as a 
template for the production of vehicles to 
haul raw materials and finished products. 
The steamboat. The transport of goods 
and people was greatly expanded and 
speeded up with the introduction of the 
steamboat, which adapted steam 
technology to river craft.

Retailing: Before contactless payments 
and self-service checkouts, there were 
innovations in retailing that were 
designed to appeal to 19th century 
shoppers. The department store. The first 
"store for everything" was John 
Wanamaker's, a six-story retail 
wonderland that rose in the heart of 
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Industrialization and our unemployed youths

Concluded from last week

these consumers. Over time, a larger 
middle class of artisans and shopkeepers 
emerges. A large working class also 
emerges, and conditions were often much 
harsher for them. The evolution of labor 
unions is a direct result of the conditions 
faced by the powerless workers of the 
Industrial Revolution.

What Is Industrial Activity: Industrial 
activity is any business process that is 
necessary to create a manufactured 
product. The activity may be related to 
the sourcing, processing, assembly, 
repair, or dismantling of a manufactured 
product.

What Is Non-Industrial?.Non-industrial 
may be most often seen in zoning 
regulations or discussions regarding 
zoning regulations.This is a wide category 
that may include everything except 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  
manufacturing sourcing such as mining. 
Non-industrial land use includes retail 
and services businesses, entertainment 
and recreation sites, parking lots, and 
residential neighborhoods.

The Bottom Line: For better or worse, 
industrialization created the modern 
world as we know it. You would have to 
search far and wide to find a place on 

powered, the machine made it possible to 
greatly increase the speed with which 
cotton fluff could be separated from its 
seeds before being woven into cloth. 
Another was the spinning jenny, a 
contraption that could multiply the 
number of spindles that a single spinner 
could handle at the same time to weave 
cotton or wool. Perhaps the key invention 
of them all was the steam engine, an 
improved version of which was invented 
by Scottish engineer James Watt in 1763. 
Coal-powered steam engines drove the 
Industrial Revolution.

Mining: Many of the great inventions of 
the 19th century were developed to serve 
the mining industry. The first working 
steam engine was devised to help remove 
flood water from coal and tin mines, 
where they often disrupted production. 
The first use for the steam-powered 
locomotive was to transport ore from 
mines. Dynamite was patented in 1867 
and was first used to blow up rocks that 
obstructed mining activities.

Transportation: The 19th century was a 
period of unparalleled innovation in ways 
to transport goods from and to 
marketplaces. Among them: The steam 
locomotive. The prototype, known as 

repair, or dismantling of a manufactured 
product”. 

Let us go back to one thing and 
introduce another. Our professional 
unemployed youths who should be 
driving our manufacturing and production 
in so many sectors,but who have 
remained largely unemployed due to 
inadequate industrialization on one hand, 
and the African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement(AfCFTA) which makes the 
entire African continent an open market  
for Africans to manufacture and sell 
between and amongst themselves, on the 
other. With so many unemployed 
professionals and our expensive power 
supply. How do we intend to compete in 
this market? When are we going to but 
our houses in other, invest in mining and 
manufacturing, employ our youths and 
start exporting and earning foreign 
exchange to move our economy forward? 
Clearly,we cannot carry out mass 
production like other countries that have 
their manufacturing sector and 
manpower in readiness for the market. 

If we are not absorb our professionals 
and prepared for the AfCFTA, our local 
market will be flooded with manufactured 
goods from other countries that are 
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E are continuing our 
series on why Jesus Wcame and what His 

presence to this earth means to 
the human race. Our purpose here 
is to focus on Jesus and His core 
anointing.We take our theme text 
from Luke 2:9-11 which reads, 
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid. 10 And 
the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. 11 For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

The angel Gabriel was sent to 
describe Jesus as the saviour 
because that was his job 
description. The core anointing of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is to save 
and we should never out-grow this 
revelation. to save means to 
deliver, preserve and to break the 
dominion of the devil. The saving 
work of Jesus has to do with 
reconciling sinful man back to 
God; making as many that will 
receive Him, members of God's 
family that you should make 
heaven your eternal home and to 
also anoint you to live out the 
fullness of God's pan and purpose 
for your life in this world as though 
the devil didn't exist.

The power of God that destroys 
yokes and lifts burdens is on 
Jesus; when you become a 
believer in Jesus, that same 
anointing rests upon you and this 
anointing is the answer to any 
question in life. God has freely 
made available this anointing to 
all of mankind by inviting you into 
a relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ starting by receiving Him as 
your Lord and saviour and master.

Again when you become born 
again that anointing on Christ 
rests upon you. The Bible says in 1 
John 5:4-5For whatsoever is born 
of God overcometh the world: and 
this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith. 5 Who is 
he that overcometh the world, but 

he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God? 

1 John 4:4 says, Ye are of God, 
little children, and have overcome 
them: because greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in the 
world. Friends, being a Christian; 
a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 
is not just a normal thing. Col. 
1:12 tell us that you are removed 
from the authority of Satan and 
brought under the authority of 
Jesus Christ in His kingdom. You 
carry His life and nature and DNA 
spiritually and then you carry the 
anointing of the Christ upon your 
life.

This is why we call people who 
are born again Christians as it 
means you are now united and 
share in that anointing and you 
can live your life fearlessly in the 
face of disease, insecurity, etc. 

again, His core anointing is to 
save.

Ladies and gentlemen, that 
was the announcement that 
angel Gabriel, the arch angel, 
made to the lowly shepherds in 
that Judean night. He informed 
them that the anointed one has 
arrived – the only one that can 
deliver man totally from satanic 
affliction; the only one that can 
guarantee your destiny – the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the blessed invitation we 

make to all as we charge you to 
give your life to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It doesn't matter what 
your background is or whether 
you were born into a Christian 
home; what matters is that you 
need a personal encounter with 
Jesus Christ. It doesn't matter 
what your religious background 
is, you need to meet Jesus one 
on one. Jesus is not a religious 
figure – He is the Saviour and He 
is the Christ. There is no one like 
Him under heaven. The Bible 
says in Acts 4:12…for there is 
none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we 
must be saved. 

Now, we have previously 
talked about how this anointing 
functions and the functioning 
areas: first, this anointing 
delivers from sin; secondly, this 
anointing delivers from sickness 

and disease and infirmity of the 
flesh and the body. Thirdly this 
anointing delivers from poverty, 
want and lack. Fourthly, this 
ano in t i ng  de l i ve r s  f rom 
destruction.

You can go to Psalm 103:1-5 
and you will find in a nutshell 

what this anointing upon the 
Christ Jesus does in the life of 
anyone that will believe it. 

1
Psalm 103:1-5 says Bless the 

LORD, O my soul:and all that is 
within me, bless his holy 

2
name. Bless the LORD, O my 
soul,and forget not all his 

3benefits: Who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities;who healeth all thy 

4
diseases; Who redeemeth thy life 
from destruction;who crowneth 
thee with lovingkindness and 

5tender mercies; Who satisfieth 

thy mouth with good things;so 
that thy youth is renewed like the 
eagle's. 

2
Verse two says Bless the LORD, 

O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits: So there arebenefits to 
receiving Jesus and waking in this 
anointing. You can only be 
blessed for receiving Jesus. This 
is not a question of argument but 
a question of results.

3
Verse three then says Who 

forgiveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy diseases; talking 
about the forgiveness of sin as 
well as deliverance from sickness 
and disease. Verse four goes on 

4
to say, Who redeemeth thy life 
from destruction; who crowneth 
thee with lovingkindness and 
tender mercies; the word 
redeemed here means to buy you 
back and remove you from a 
place where destruction can 
come to pass in your life. And the 
word destruction here means to 
be delivered from a pit, danger 
and trap of the enemy. 

Satan's intention of setting 
pitfall is not only to cause you to 
miss eternity with Christ in 
Heaven, but also to cut off the 

power of God from your life in 
this earth so he can be free to 
feast on you and your family; 
God forbid! Glory to God that 
Christ and the anointing He 
carries is our refuge and this is 
open to every human being that 
will receive it.

2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us that 
Godmade him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of 
God in him. So when Christ took 
our sin on the cross, He paid in 
hell and that means anyone that 
receives Him does not have to go 
to hell. But not only that, He has 
g i ven  u s  wha t  we  ca l l  
righteousness. Righteousness 
can be understood as our right to 
stand before God without a 
sense of guilt or condemnation of 
inferiority complex.

Righteousness means we have 
been made right with God and 
our rightness with God brings 
rights and privileges with it. So 
everyone that has accepted 
Jesus as Lord and Saviour, enters 
in to  the b lessedness  o f  
righteousness. God looks at you 
the same way He looks at Jesus. 
God looks at you and ticks your 
name and says, this one will not 
be condemned because Jesus 
has paid for them and they have 
received what He has done for 
them by accepting Him as Lord 
and Saviour.

The Bible says in Proverbs 
1 2 : 2 8 ,  I n  t h e  w a y  o f  
righteousness is life;and in the 
pathway thereof there is no 
death.Glory to God forevermore! 
This means that, spiritually 
speaking, the nature of sin has 
been removed from you (the 
nature of sin is called spiritual To be continued…

“

“

“Righteousness means we have been made right with God 

and our rightness with God brings rights and privileges with 

it. So everyone that has accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour, 

enters into the blessedness of righteousness. God looks at 

you the same way He looks at Jesus. God looks at you and 

ticks your name and says, this one will not be condemned 

because Jesus has paid for them and they have received what 

He has done for them by accepting Him as Lord and Saviour”.

It doesn't matter 

what your religious 

background is, you 

need to meet Jesus 

one on one. Jesus is 

not a religious figure – 

He is the Saviour and 

He is the Christ. There 

is no one like Him 

under heaven. The 

Bible says in Acts 

4:12…for there is 

none other name 

under heaven given 

among men, whereby 

we must be saved. 

death). It is that nature that 
condemns men to hell, but when 
you become born again, the nature 
of death is removed and the life of 
God is put in you and that life is 
called righteousness.

The second benefit is that you are 
removed from under the authority 
of darkness and Satan no longer 
has the right to afflict you. It is as 
you believe these things that they 
are activated in your life. Philemon 
1:6 says that the communication of 
thy faith may become effectual by 
the acknowledging of every good 
thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.

Therefore, there is no spiritual 
death in righteousness, and also, in 
this life, Satan has no right to cut 
short your life. Praise the Lord.

He has made us his righteousness







Funke Akindele is one of the 
most influential Nollywood 
stars, having a large fan base 
on Instagram. Akindele's 
performance has earned her 
both national and continental 
recognition. With a net worth of 
$7.6 million, she is one of the 
top three richest Nigerian 
celebrities.
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only major difference is, you have been missing 

my voice so much. But you know the truth shall 

not cease and as a bearer of the truth I shall 

always bring it whether I'm coming from the 

dungeon, whether I was buried alive or not. Did I 

say how I feel about this project? It's the truth 

serum!
Why did you name this album Upside 

Down?
Why wouldn't I name it Upside Down? That 

should be the question. In a world where good 

is called bad and lies are accepted as truth and 

the guilty can be made innocent and the 

innocent can be made guilty, why wouldn't I 

call the album Upside Down? (laughs)
The album starts with Lamb Of God, the 

same divine hymn you also started your 

first Long Walk To Freedom concert with 

in March 2019. Why did you choose this 

song, and these words in particular, to 

open both the show and the album?
We are in a very awakening dispensation. It 

is not one of stature, nor one of social prestige. It 
is more one of spiritual awakening in this age. 
Mercy and comfort and truth are pillars of a 
foundation that are everlasting principles that 
cannot be removed. I don't care if you are rich, 
poor, black, or white. These are fundamental 
principles to stand by. Given to us by the True and 
Almighty God. Therefore, to call upon mercy and 
have mercy upon I and I as the children of men. 
Maybe some of us are so arrogant they refuse to 
do it for themselves. Well, I am not. Let me do it 
for me and let me do it for you. Because Our 

Ten years after the release of your last 

album Before The Dawn you are about to 

drop your new album Upside Down in June. 

How do you feel about this next milestone in 

your career coming up?
First and foremost I want to say give thanks to 

all the good 

p e o p l e  

w h o  

helped 

m e  

a n d  

work

e d  

w i th  

m e  

over  

t h e  

year

s to 

acco

mpl

i s h  

all that I have accomplished musically. 

And first I want to thank the Most High 

God who has been on the forefront of all 

my journeys. This journey is not 

different from all the other journeys. The 

Continued on page 26

These talented celebrities have many followers on 
social media. In addition, some of these Nigerian 
female actors have increased their net worth 
through business endeavours and endorsement 
deals. Here is a list of these actresses' with their 
net worth. 

Continued on page 26

Buju Banton - Everything 
was just magical 

is return to the stage inside Kingston's National Stadium in March 2019 was 
one of the largest Reggae events in recent years. Now fans around the globe, Heven those who missed out on his stunning live appearances can get new 

music from Buju Banton. The legendary Jamaican singer and deejay is about to drop 
his 13th studio album this summer, a record that raises high expectations not just 
because of its artist but also the features revealed thus far, such as John Legend; the 
producers on board including Donovan Germain, Dave Kelly, and the late great 
Bobby Digital; and of course, the protagonist's seven year absence from the music 
scene. For the first time since his release and return to Jamaica, Buju Banton took 
the time to speak to Munchy from Reggaeville, to discuss his sound and lyrics, the 
current situation in the world due to Corona, his love for Jamaica, and certainly not 
the formula for his abundant hits.

Who is the richest female 
actress in Nigeria in 2021? 
Genevieve Nnaji tops the list of 
the richest actress with a net 
worth of $10 million. Nnaji is a 
talented actress who has 
starred in many movies. 
Besides acting, she is also a 
producer.  In 2019, she 
produced Lionheart, the first 
Netflix original film produced in 
Nigeria. The talented actress is 
also the owner of the St Genevieve clothing line. She has 
sponsorship deals with Etisalat, Amstel, Malta, and Jumia, among 
others.

Ibinabo Fiberesima - $8 million

Genevieve Nnaji - $10 million 

Ibinabo Fiberesima, one of the 
wealthiest Nollywood actresses, 
was born in Port Harcourt on 
January 13, 1970. Fiberesima 
debuted as an actress in the film 
Most Wanted in 1998. Read also 
Most beautiful Hausa actresses 
in Kannywood She was the 
winner of the Miss Wonderland 
pageant in 1999 and the first 
runner-up in the Miss NUGA 
competition at the University of 
Calabar. In 2014, the actress 

married her college sweetheart, Uche Benjamin Ugbuka. Her net 
worth is $8 million as of 2021.

Funke Akindele - $7.6 million

Omotola Jalade is one of 
Nigeria's most influential 
actresses. The majority of her 
fans refer to her as Omosexy. 
Since joining Nollywood in 
1995, she has starred in over 
250 films. In addition to acting, 
the Nigerian actress is a well-
known musician and activist. 
Time Magazine named her one 
of the top 100 influential 
persons in the world in 2013. 

Her net worth is estimated to be $7.2 million.

Omotola Jalade Ekeinde - $7.2 million

The Nollywood actress was born 
in Mbaise, Imo State, on July 
12, 1975. Rita Dominic has 
received numerous notable 
cinema awards, including the 
Africa Movie Academy Award. In 
addition, she is a co-founder of 
The Audrey Silva Company 
(TASC). Rita's net worth is 
estimated to be $6 million.

Rita Dominic - $6 million 

Nigerian actresses 
with highest net worth
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HE AfCFTA was conceived 
to expand trade within Tthe African continent, 

ensuring that the over 1.2billion 
market with a combined GDP of 
over 3.1 trillion US Dollars 
according to 2023 estimates is a 
tremendous rise from the 2010 
figures, which put the total GDP 
number for the continent at 
around 2.1 trillion USD, is able to 
increase trade amongst its 
member countries.

The AfCFTA provides a critical 
basis to understand the potential 
and size of the African market 
which has assets and resources to 
compete based on the continent's 
core comparative advantages to 
the rest of the world, and a GDP 
estimated to reach 4.2 trillion 
USD by the year 2027. In fact, by 
its share size of untapped wealth, 
Africa does not need to depend on 
financial or material (especially 
food) aid from the rest of the 
world if Africa's resources can be 
better deployed and managed.

For Nigeria, with a population 
size of over 220 million and 
representing around 12 per cent 
of Africa's population size, there 
is an urgent need to galvanize the 
various aspects of the economy 
into a fulcrum of productive 
engagements and local outputs of 
goods that are exportable within 
the continent and internationally 
through deliberate government 
trade policies and improvement 
of the ease of manufacturing 
within the country. If the 
productive sector is encouraged 
to come into full capacity, Nigeria 
has the best chance to, as the 
country with the largest 
population and with the high 
population size of young 
productive people in Africa, 
Nigeria can lead the African 
market and determine the 
direction of the flow of trade in 
terms of volume and value.

Nigeria's trade policy has often 
emphasized the need to diversify 
the country's export beyond 
crude oil with strategic interest 
being to expand non-oil exports 
such as cocoa, rubber, palm 
produce and others with limited 

emphasis on finished goods 
export, especially in the food 
sector. On the other hand, Nigeria 
h a s  p u r s u e d  a n  i m p o r t  
liberalization policy much to the 
detriment of critical sectors of the 
economy resulting in a steady fall 
in the value of the naira. It is my 
hope that there will be serious 
attention paid to our over-
dependence  on  impor ted  
commodities which has destroyed 
many important sectors and has 
made Nigeria vulnerable in 
international trade with the rest of 
the world. Just like China, Nigeria 
has all it takes to become the 
product ion ep icentre and 
manufacturing hub for the rest of 
Africa given our resources and 
human capital advantages

W i t h  o ve r  1 3 3  m i l l i o n  
multidimensional poor Nigerians 

and an unemployment rate above 
33%, mostly among the active 
young population, Nigeria needs 
emergency action in trade 
development and ensuring that 
Nigerians are pulled out of 
poverty. This will demand 
reducing dependency on crude oil 
and moving away from the mono-
economy structure we currently 
have to expand the space in 
agriculture production and other 
sectors such as textiles, garments 
and c loth ing which have 
enormous potential to galvanise 
trade.

Nigeria needs to move from a 
consumption-driven and import-
dependent economy to a 
production-based economy with 
improved exports to enable the 
country to earn enough foreign 
exchange to withstand the fall in 

the value of the naira, a steady 
fall which has been as a result of 
our over-dependency on the 
receipts from crude oil sales with 
the many attendant volatilities in 
the international oil market

Given our current economic 
situation, it is imperative to 
reverse our import dependency 
and ensure that the government 
consistently provides support 
and increase the pool of support 
to the Small and Medium scale 
business to help them increase 
productivity and to ensure more 
exports from Nigeria year on 
year. Part of the solution to 
improving trade receipts for 
Nigeria will be to take steps to 
ensure improved customs 
regulations and operations to 
enhance the free flow of goods. 
Nigeria needs improved port 
operations, demanding the 
revaluation of the operational 
frameworks of the Nigerian Ports 
Authority (NPA) to ease the 
process of export.

The Nigerian Investment 
Promotion Commission (NIPC) 
which was established through 
Decree 16 of 1995 to promote 
trade and investment must be 
reenergized to attract critical 
investments into all sectors and 
to ensure support for local 
production. To enhance export, 
ex ist ing export  incent ive 
schemes which includes duty 
draw-back scheme, export 
e x p a n s i o n  g r a n t  a n d  
manufacture in-bond schemes 
should be engaged to deliver real 
value to the economy.

The newly sworn-in minister of 

Trade and Investment, Mrs. Doris 

Uzoka-Anite already has her work 

cut out with regard to ensuring 

that Nigeria's participation in 

global trade is greatly improved. 

What she has is a very strategic 

portfolio which she no doubt has 

the capacity to administer 

effectively. It is imperative that 

the new minister attacks the 

issues from two key perspectives 

by firstly, addressing internal 

trade opportunities as it has to do 

with trade within Nigeria and 

among the various states and 

regions and ensuring that each 

state or region expands its 

production activities based on 

c o m p a r a t i v e  p r o d u c t i o n  

advantage.
On the other hand, it is the issue 

with the demands of external or 

international trade with respect 

to the ease of ensuring that 

Nigerian-produced goods have 

access to key international 

markets and destinations. 

Interestingly, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo 

Iweala who is a Nigerian and has 

a very deep understanding of 

Nigeria's economy is in charge at 

the World Trade Organization. It 

will be expected that with her 

presence in that very position, 

many interactions that will be 

helpful to Nigeria will be 

encouraged and the minister of 

trade and investment will be at 

the top o f  lead ing that  

engagement from the get-go.
.Ikem, PhD, is a public policy 

c o n s u l t a n t  a n d  m e d i a  

executive based in Lagos.

Positioning Nigeria for trade development and investment 
Growing the economy through trade is a critical imperative to repositioning Nigeria for the next phase of economic progress with 
the focus being on the core necessities of improving local production and enhancing the inter-regional movement of goods within 
the African continent by taking full advantage of the African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA), the pan African trade 
agreement that is set as a framework to bolster trade relationships among the 55 countries of Africa, and essentially providing 
access for easy movement of goods and services within the continent. VICTOR IKEM writes.

W I T H CELESTINE D. ATTSAR

“With over 133 million multidimensional poor Nigerians and an 

unemployment rate above 33%, mostly among the active young 

population, Nigeria needs emergency action in trade development and 

ensuring that Nigerians are pulled out of poverty. This will demand 

reducing dependency on crude oil and moving away from the mono-

economy structure we currently have to expand the space in 

agriculture production and other sectors such as textiles, garments 

and clothing which have enormous potential to galvanise trade. 

Nigeria needs to move from a consumption-driven and import-

dependent economy to a production-based economy with improved 

exports to enable the country to earn enough foreign exchange to 

withstand the fall in the value of the naira, a steady fall which has been 

as a result of our over-dependency on the receipts from crude oil sales 

with the many attendant volatilities in the international oil market”.







Chioma Chukwuka is another 
actress who enjoys portraying 
an "innocent" lady in romance 
films. She was born in Lagos, 
Nigeria, on March 12, 1980. On 
My Wedding Day, Wives on 
Strike, Heart of Gold, and The 
Rain of Hope are a few of the 
films she has played a role in. 
Chukwuka has a net worth of 
$5.7 million. 
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Father is merciful and there is 
an abundance of mercy. The 
world needs to know this. 
Which man lights a candle 
and puts it under his bed? Is 
he trying to burn down his 
own house? So, what if he puts 
this candle on a window? 
Wouldn't the world see that 
this house is lit? Then 
someone can light their 
candle from this 
candle. Have 
mercy on us, 
oh Jah, oh 
Lamb Of  
God. The 
world right 
now needs 
h e a l i n g ,  
even in our 
p a r t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  w e  d o i n g !
How do you recall the first time you performed 
Lamb Of God in the National Stadium in Kingston 
on March 16, 2019? Was the concert and the 
return to the stage how you expected it to be? 
Are you a person who puts a lot of pressure on 
himself or did it feel like effortlessly coming 
home?
First, I don't believe in putting pressure on 

myself, none at all. I don't believe in fighting 
music, neither the production nor the creation 
because music is supposed to flow. If all 
frequencies are in synchronicity the music flows. 
Such was the same principle as it concerns the 
concert Long Walk To Freedom. It must flow. 
The right people must fall in place. Everything 
must be seamless to give a flawless 
presentation. That was a long-anticipated time. I 
can't speak of this in terms the English language 
would allow. It is something you have to feel. You 
have to be present in the moment. You 
understand, sister?

Yes, totally! So, it was more like coming 
home?
I have always been home. It was more like 

seeing friends and seeing ones who I haven't 
seen in a long time, and having a re-
unification and a re-dedication of ourselves 
unto the true purpose why we are here 
which is to continue learn and 
continue to find out about the 
mysteries of who we are as a people. 
It was a brief pause in transmission 
for ten years and then we reconnect 
again. So that to me is greater than 
anything that one might perceive in 
them own perception but everyone is 
entitled to that. But I see it as a re-
connection and a re-establishment of a 
spiritual groundation. 

Was that similar to the feeling you 
had when you reached the Norman 
Manley International Airport in 
Kingston and returned to Jamaica in 
2018? 
When I sat in the jet plane entering the 

island I was overwhelmed with a feeling of 
nostalgia because long time I didn't see 
my home town, long time I haven't seen 
my people. But all of that is just a moment 
in space, a moment in time. A man did have 
to return, a man did have to enter through 
the court of entry. So, I don't place too much 
thought and emphasis on my return because 
in reality I should have never left. You sight?

Source: Reggaevile.com

Continued from page 18

Continued from page 18

Buju Banton - Everything 
was just magical 

Nigerian actresses 
with highest net worth

Chioma Chukwuka - $5.7 million

Mercy Johnson has worked in 
the Nigerian film industry for 
almost a decade. She has 
established herself as one of the 
most admired stars in the 
industry as a result of her talent 
and hard work. Hollandia Evap 
Milk and Pennek Nigeria Limited 
are among the brands she has 
endorsed. Her net worth is $5 
million, making her the one of 
r i c hes t  f ema l e  s t a r  i n  
Nollywood.

Mercy Johnson - $5 million

Uche Jombo is an actress, 

screenwriter, film producer, and 

director who has had a lot of 

success. Her first film, Visa to 

Hell, was released in 1999, and 

it was her first foray into the film 

industry. Uche has written and 

co-authored several Nollywood 

films, including Girls in the 

Hood, Games Men Play, and The 

Celebrity. She has also been 

nominated and won several awards like Female Viewers Choice 

during the 2015 Golden Icons Academy Movie Awards. Jombo's 

net worth is around $4 million.

Uche Jombo - $4 million

Ini Edo was born in the city of 

Uyo in the state of Akwa Ibom. 

She began her acting career in 

2000 and has since appeared in 

over 200 films. Read also How 

much is Chinedu Ikedieze's net 

worth in 2019? Ini Edo is also a 

brand ambassador for Beauty 

Secrets of April, a skincare line. 

She has also won awards such 

as the Nafca Award and Golden 

Icons Academy Movie. With a net worth of almost $3.9 million, Ini 

is one of Nigeria's most well-paid and sought-after actresses.

Ini Edo - $3.9 million

Ini Edo was born in the city of 

Uyo in the state of Akwa Ibom. 

She began her acting career in 

2000 and has since appeared in 

over 200 films. Read also How 

much is Chinedu Ikedieze's net 

worth in 2019? Ini Edo is also a 

brand ambassador for Beauty 

Secrets of April, a skincare line. 

She has also won awards such 

as the Nafca Award and Golden 

Icons Academy Movie. With a net worth of almost $3.9 million, Ini 

is one of Nigeria's most well-paid and sought-after actresses.

 Oge Okoye - $3 million 

Source: Legit 















SUNDAY STANDARD, August 27, 2023 Page 33

Regional Bank Head, North Central, Mr. Sadi Zawiya (right) reading the list of 
materials brought to the Deputy Governor, Ngo Josephine Piyo

Deputy Governor, Ngo Piyo (left) receiving the materials from the Regional 
Bank Head of Fidelity Bank PLC, Mr. Zawiya

Mr. Zawiya (with mic) making remarks before handing the relief materials to 
Her Excellency, Hon. Piyo

Secretary to the Plateau State Government, Arc Samuel Nanchang Jatau 
(right) in a handshake with the Fidelity Bank PLC, North Central Regional 
Officer, Mr. Sadi Zawiya

Bags of rice being off loaded at the State Government Store

Mr. Zawiya (middle) in a group photograph with the Bank’s Management and 
Staff

Executive Secretary, Plateau State Emergency Management Agency, Hon. 
Sunday Abdu (middle) flanked by the Fidelity Bank PLC in a group 
photograph

Plateau State Governor, represented by his Deputy, Ngo Josephine Piyo 
(left) responding

FIDELITY BANK PLC DONATES ITEMS TO PLSG
The Fidelity Bank PLC donated relief materials to Plateau State Government through the office of the Deputy Governor, Her Excellency, Ngo Josephine 

Piyo at the new Government House Rayfield, Jos. The relief materials is meant for victims of attacks in Mangu and other Local Government Areas of the 
State.
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OHAMED Salah will 
stay at Liverpool Md e s p i t e  f r e s h  

speculation linking him with a 
move to the Saudi Pro 
League, says manager Jurgen 
Klopp.

Al-Ittihad are reported to be 
interested in the Egypt 
forward, 31, who joined the 
Reds from Roma in 2017.

Speaking before Liverpool's 
Premier League game with 
Newcastle on Sunday, Klopp 
s a i d  Sa l a h  i s  " 100% 
committed" to the club.

"There is nothing to talk 
about, he is a Liverpool 
player," said Klopp.

"He is essential and will be. 
There is nothing there. My life 
philosophy [is] I think about a 
problem when I have it."

It is believed Liverpool do 
not want to sell a player who 
only signed a new three-year 
deal last summer and with the 
transfer window closing on 1 
September.

Salah's agent has also 
previously played down talk of 
a move to Saudi Arabia.

" M o h a m e d  r e m a i n s  
committed to Liverpool," said 
Salah's agent Ramy Abbas 
Issa in a social media post on 
7 August.

"If we considered leaving 
Liverpool this year, we 
wouldn't have renewed the 
contract last summer."

Salah has started both of 
L iverpool 's games this 
season, although he showed 
f r u s t r a t i o n  a t  b e i n g  
substituted in the draw at 
Chelsea before knocking in 
the rebound from his saved 
penalty in the win against 
Bournemouth.

He has scored 187 goals in 

307 games for Liverpool and 
has won the Champions 
League, Premier League, FA 
Cup, League Cup, Fifa Club 
World Cup and Uefa Super 
Cup during his time at Anfield.

'Konate  a  doubt  fo r  
Newcastle'

Klopp says Ibrahima Konate 
is a doubt for the trip to 
Newcastle after picking up a 
muscle injury, but fellow 
defender Trent Alexander-
Arnold and midfielder Curtis 
Jones are fit.

The Liverpool boss also 
described his relief at Alexis 
Mac Allister's red card being 
o ve r t u r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  
Argentina midfielder was sent 
off in the 3-1 win over 
Bournemouth last week.

"Very good news on Alexis 
Mac Allister, massive [relief]," 
said Klopp.

"I was pretty sure it wasn't a 

red card, but that does not 
mean our people were going 
to be successful.

"The picture was pretty clear 
it should not have been a red 
card, harsh tackles should 
always be punished but it was 
not a harsh tackle in a 
situation, it was fast."

Klopp praised the job Eddie 
Howe has done at Newcastle 
since taking over in 2021. Last 
season the club finished fourth 
to secure Champions League 
football for the first time in 20 
years.

"Incredibly strong team, it's 
super development under 
Eddie Howe and smart 
business," said Klopp.

"[New signings] Sandro 
Tonali and Harvey Barnes are 
really good business; they 
have a super intense style and 
massive atmosphere there so 
this is a tough one for sure.”

‘Salah is '100% committed' despite
 interest from Saudi 

ORMER Premier League Freferee Mike Dean failed 
to correct a mistake in a match 
to save his friend and fellow 
official Anthony Taylor from 
extra "grief".

Dean was the video assistant 
referee (VAR) for Chelsea's 2-
2 draw with Tottenham in 
August 2022.

Just before a late Harry Kane 
equaliser Chelsea felt they 
should have had a penalty 
after Cristian Romero pulled 
Marc Cucurella's hair.

Dean acknowledged a "really 
bad call" not sending Taylor to 
review it.

"I missed the stupid hair pull 
at Chelsea versus Tottenham 
which was pathetic from my 
point of view," Dean told 
Simon Jordan's Up Front 
podcast.

"It's one of them where if I 
had my time again, what 
would I do? I'd send Anthony 
[Taylor] to the screen. I think I 
knew if I did send him to the 
screen… he's cautioned both 
managers, he's had a hell of a 
game, it's been such a tough 
game end to end.

" I  s a i d  t o  A n t h o n y  
afterwards: 'I just didn't want 
to send you to the screen after 
what has gone on in the 
game'.

"I didn't want to send him up 
because he is a mate as well as 

being in the VAR hot seat was 
something he ended up 
"dreading".

Dean added: "That was a 
major error. If they don't score 
from the corner it is not as big 
an issue.

"But I knew full well then I 
would be stood down the week 
after. I asked to take a bit of 
time off because it wasn't for 
me.

"I used to get in the car on a 
Friday and was dreading 
Saturday. I was thinking, 'I 
hope nothing happens'. I used 
to be petrified sitting in the 
chair."

Dean declined to use 
VAR to save referee 

a referee and I think I didn't 
want to send him up because I 
didn't want any more grief 
than he already had."

Dean became a dedicated 
Premier League VAR last 
season after hanging up his 
whistle at the end of the 
2021-22 campaign after 
referring over 550 matches in 
the top flight.

He was stood down from 
VAR duty for two months after 
the Stamford Bridge incident.

W i r r a l - b o r n  D e a n  
subsequently brought an end 
to his 28-year career as a 
professional official because 

Commonwealth Games:

WEDEN have climbed two Splaces to go top of Fifa's 
women's world rankings for 
the first time, replacing the 
United States in the number 
one spot.

It is the first time the US 
have not been ranked as the 
wo r l d ' s  bes t  women ' s  
national team since June 
2017.

The US are now third while 

FIFA rankings: Sweden go top for first time 

Spain have climbed four 
places to second after 
c la im ing the i r  ma iden 
Women's World Cup win 
earlier this month.

Runners-up and European 
champions England remain in 
fourth place.

Sweden beat the US on 
penalties in the last 16 but 
were knocked out in the semi-
finals as they lost 2-1 to 
Spain.

Peter Gerhardsson's side 
then beat joint hosts Australia 
2-0 in the third-place play-

off.
The Matildas have slipped 

one place to 11th and are 
replaced in the top 10 by 
quarter-finalists Japan, who 
have climbed three places to 
eighth.

Germany, who the US 
replaced in top spot in June 
2017, were ranked second 
going into the World Cup but 
have dropped to sixth after 
the two-time winners failed to 
get past the group stage for 
the first time.

Mohamed Salah has scored one goal in two Premier 
League games so far this season

 Mike Dean retired from refereeing at the end of last season after 
a 28-year career

RITAIN'S Andy Murray Bwi l l  p lay  F rance ' s  
Corentin Moutet in the US 
Open first round as he starts 
his latest bid to go deep at a 
Grand Slam.

Murray, 36, has not reached 
the last 16 of a major since 
2017.

The former world number 
one has been drawn in the 
same quarter as fellow 
Britons Cameron Norrie and 
Dan Evans,  who play 
Alexander Shevchenko and 
D a n i e l  E l a h i  G a l a n  
respectively.

Katie Boulter faces Diane 
Parry, while Jodie Burrage 
plays Anna Blinkova.

Jack Draper, who retired 
from his second-round match 
at the Winston-Salem Open 
two days ago, has been 
drawn against Moldova's 
Radu Albot.

They are the only six British 
players who qualified directly 

for the main draw in New 
York as a result of their 
ranking.

Liam Broady, Harriet Dart 
and Lily Miyazaki hope to join 
them by coming through 
three rounds of qualifying, 
while Emma Raducanu is 
missing as she continues her 
recovery from wrist and 
ankle surgeries.

The main draw of the US 
Open, which is the final 
Grand Slam event of the year, 
starts at Flushing Meadows 
on Monday.

Murray has been nursing an 
abdominal injury which 
forced him to pull out of 
recent events in Toronto and 
Cincinnati.

H o w e v e r,  t h e  2 0 1 2  
champion has continued to 
train and practised in New 
York on Thursday.

Murray, who is ranked 37th 
in the world, narrowly missed 
out on a seeding for the US 

Open, leaving him open to a 
tough draw against a seeded 
player.

Instead, the Scot was pitted 
against Moutet, who is 
ranked 71st and reached the 
fourth round in New York last 
year.

I f  Murray beats  the 
Frenchman, he could play 
Bulgarian 19th seed Grigor 
Dimitrov in the second round 
- who he practised with on 
Thursday.

What other eye-catching 
draws are there?

Evans, 33, could potentially 
play world number one Carlos 
Alcaraz in the third round.

The 20-year-old Spaniard 
starts his title defence 
against Germany's Dominik 
Koepfer, while second seed 
Novak Djokovic - who returns 
to Flushing Meadows after 
missing last year's event 
b e c a u s e  h e  wa s  n o t  
vaccinated against Covid-19 
- faces France's Alexandre 
Muller.

The pa i r  are  w ide ly  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  j o i n t  
favourites to win the title and 
cannot face other until the 
final.

Poland's world number one 
Iga Swiatek, 22, starts the 
defence of her women's 
crown - and a bid for a fifth 
major title - against Sweden's 
Rebecca Peterson.

Belarusian second seed 
Aryna Sabalenka starts 

Murray to play Moutet in New York
against Belgium's Maryna 
Zanevska and could face 
Britain's Burrage, who is 
making her US Open debut, 
in the second round.

Boulter, 27, could also face 
a tricky test if she reaches the 
second round.  French 
seventh seed Carol ine 
Garcia, who narrowly beat 
the British number one at the 
Billie Jean King Cup in April, is 
a potential opponent.

A m e r i c a n  t w o - t i m e  
champion Venus Williams, 
43, starts her Open era 
r e c o r d  2 4 t h  s i n g l e s  
appearance against Spain's 
Paula Badosa.

D e n m a r k ' s  C a r o l i n e  
Wozniacki, 33, has returned 
to the sport after retiring in 
2020 and the mother-of-two 
will face a qualifier in the first 
round.

ORY McIlroy overcame Rback issues to fire a level-
par 70 and put himself in 
contention after the first round 
of the Tour Championship in 
Atlanta.

The Northern Irishman failed 
to hit a birdie on the outward 
nine while dropping two shots.

But four birdies and two 
bogeys on the back nine put him 
within three shots of the lead on 
seven under overall.

Collin Morikawa, Keegan 
Bradley and Viktor Hovland are 
in a three-way tie for the lead at 
10 under par.

Morikawa, Open champion in 
2021, had seven birdies and an 
eagle in a bogey-free nine-

under-par 61 to shoot to the top 
of the leaderboard.

He was joined by Bradley, who 
was also bogey-free as he 
carded a 63, while Hovland, 
who won last week, shot a two-
under 68.

Scheffler carded a one-over 
71 to drop to one shot off the 
lead at East Lake Golf Club.

England's Matt Fitzpatrick 
holed an eagle putt on the 18th 
to ensure he signed for a three-
under 67 to lift him level with 
McIlroy on seven under overall.

McIlroy, who has already 
qualified for the European team 
for next month's Ryder Cup, 
suffered his back injury while 
exercising at home on Tuesday 

and had not practised this 
week.

"My whole lower back 
spasmed, seized up. I couldn't 
move," said the world number 
two. "I honestly couldn't 
address the ball this time 
yesterday. So to get to where I 
am today is good."

The PGA Tour's season-
ending tournament uses a 
stroke-based bonus system, 
which gives golfers different 
scores to start their opening 
round.

The starting strokes range 
from 10 under - given to FedEx 
Cup points leader Scottie 
Scheffler - to level par, given to 
the last five golfers to qualify 
for the 30-man event.

McIlroy in contention despite back issue
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The Challenges Before Sports Minister, John Enoh
HE English Premier 
League is not only the Tmost lucrative league in 

the world, but also the most 
unpredictable, the hardest to win 
and depending on the divide you 
belong to, it's the best league in 
the world.

As the most lucrative, it has 
annual revenues as high as £1.8 
billion. This figure is the fourth 
highest of any sports league in 
the world. Only the NFL, MLB, and 
NBA can boast higher revenues. 
Its contribution to the British 
economy is in billions. The 
league, its clubs and players paid 
£3.3bn in tax during the 2016/17 
season, a 50 per cent increase on 
the last calculation in 2013/14, 
according to a report by EY. The 
tax specialist also reported that 
English football's topflight 
supports close to 100,000 jobs 
and contributes £7.6bn to the 
United Kingdom's economy.

The league's global appeal is 
next to nothing. In the 80's there 
were only a few foreign players. 
In 1992 there were only 11 non-
English or Irish players, but now 
there are enough players from 
abroad to form 22 teams. The 
success of the Premier League is 
good not just for football but also 
for the British economy.

It's not only football that has 
attained this level of economic 
advancement; other sports are 
also not left out. It should also be 
noted that it's not only in England 
that sport has attained such an 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  l e v e l  o f  
development, but also the rest of 
Europe alongside and the 
Americas. The implication of this 
is that sports have been 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s e d  a n d  
c o n s e q u e n t l y  p r o v i d e s  
employment to millions of youths 
and other professional bodies 
such as coaches, nutritionist, 
physiotherapist, sports medicine 
practitioners, referees among 
others in Europe and America.

But this is not the case in Nigeria 
where sport is regarded as 
recreational event, hence not 
given the desired attention for it 
to grow. It has, therefore 
remained in amateur stage.

In those climes where sport has 
been professionalised, the 
private sector plays a major role 
with government's role limited to 
providing enabling environment 
for it to thrive. But the reverse is 
the  case  in  N iger ia ,  as  
g ove r nmen t  ove r bea r i n g  
influence has done more harm 
than good having hindered the 
private sector from playing its 
expected role to the fullest.

Because o f  government  
overbearing influence, the sector 
has suffered hugely from paucity 
of funds, as government alone 
cannot wholly fund the sector for 
it to thrive. The paucity of funds 
has led to the total neglect of the 
sector, leading to inhibiting 
g r o w t h  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  
witnessed. The lack of legal 
f r a m e w o r k  f o r  s p o r t s  
development is another factor 
inhibiting its growth.

Corrupt ion and lack  o f  
accountability in the sector by 
government officials have also 
not helped matters as the private 
sector has treaded softly in their 
sponsorship out of fear and 
trepidation.

The ongoing World Athletics 
Championships in Budapest are a 

testimony to the decadence in 
sports to due to corruption in 
Nigeria. No Nigerian has mounted 
the podium after six days with Tobi 
Amusan failing to successfully 
defend her 100m hurdles title after 
she placed sixth in the final.

Consequently, our sports feder-
ations have failed woefully and will 
need a strong re-awakening to key 
into the Sports Minister's move to 
see that sports do not always take 
from government but actually 
contribute to the Gross Domestic 
Product; provide employment 
opportunities and consequently 
alleviate poverty.

We have been made to believe the 
success of any sport federation is in 
the number of medals won at 
international competitions, but this 
is not so. While winning at 
international competitions may 
boost the visibility and marketabili-
ty of the sport, it is pertinent to 
note that we have not even been 
achieving that because we have 
failed to develop the sports at 
home. In short, we've neglected 
grassroots sports, which should 
serve as the conveyor belt in 
churning out talents.

Apart from football that has 
fulfilled these objectives of 
contributing to our GDP, not as 
obtained in Europe; (after all our 
football is not contributing to the 
GDP) providing employment 
opportunities for players, coaches, 
referees, administrators and those 
in the medics, other sports have 
contributed next to nothing. Let's 
look at the ongoing World Athletics 
Championships in Budapest, 
Hungary. Nigeria is struggling to 
get a medal simply because the 
sport has not been developed at 
home. How many athletes have 
been employed through the sport? 
The ones employed belong to the 
military and paramilitary agencies 
as well as states.

If we have a proper development 
plan where the sport is run 

professionally and there are 
competitions paying good prize 
m o n i e s  i n  a s  m a n y  
competitions, athletes can 
concentrate on the sport to 
earn a living and pay taxes 
from these earnings as is the 
case in Europe and America.

Sadly, this is the story in most 
of the other sports. The sports 
minister needs to ensure sports 
federations are run like 
corporate organisations and 
they should be agents of job 
creation.

Diaspora remittances are also 
another way of contributing to 
our GDP, provide employment 
and alleviate poverty. Apart 
from football that has helped 
significantly in this area 
through Nigerian players 
playing all over the world, other 
sports have not contributed up 
to their potentials.

Kenya has over 150 athletes 
competing all over the world in 
athletics events, especially 
road races and if, on the 
average, they bring in $25,000 
a year, you can imagine the 
implication of such remittances 
to the economy. In Nigeria in 
2023, only two track and field 
athletes, Ese Brume and Tobi 
Amusan can boast of remitting 
$50,000 to the economy. 
Imagine if you have at least 10 
of them that will be $500,000 a 
year on the average. And 
as sum ing  o the r  spo r t s  
contribute like that, that will be 
$5,000,000 a year from other 
sports. And by the time you add 
football that brings not less 
than $5,000,000 every year 
that will be $10,000,000m 
every year assuming the 
development is stagnant.

R u n  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  
athletes/players alone can 
generate up to $100,000,000 
a n n u a l l y  i n  d i a s p o r a  
remittances in 10 years time. 

This is just one from the value 
chain. And this of course will spark 
a revolution that will see a lot of our 
young ones wanting to do one sport 
or the other like the craze we have 
for football now. The Sports 
Minister first of all needs to cleanse 
the Sports Ministry officials from 
aiding and abetting the sports 
federations from frittering away 
federal governments money and 
made them depend only on the 
national cake as it has become. Let 
each sport be run professionally 
with the direct supervision by the 
Sports Minister.

The Secretary Generals position 
should be advertised and mandate 
given by the Sports Minister to the 
fed erations on performance 
expectations and have a periodic 
evaluation of each federation.

The challenges before this farmer 
are huge, but not insurmountable, 
if the political will is there.

The English Premier League is not 
only the most lucrative league in 
the world, but also the most 
unpredictable, the hardest to win 
and depending on the divide you 
belong to, it's the best league in the 
world.

As the most lucrative, it has 
annual revenues as high as £1.8 
billion. This figure is the fourth 
highest of any sports league in the 
world. Only the NFL, MLB, and NBA 
can boast higher revenues. Its 
contribution to the British economy 
is in billions. The league, its clubs 
and players paid £3.3bn in tax 
during the 2016/17 season, a 50 
per cent increase on the last cal-
culation in 2013/14, according to a 
report by EY. The tax specialist also 
reported that English football's 
topflight supports close to 100,000 
jobs and contributes £7.6bn to the 
United Kingdom's economy.

The league's global appeal is next 
to nothing. In the 80's there were 
only a few foreign players. In 1992 
there were only 11 non-English or 
Irish players, but now there are 

enough players from abroad to 
form 22 teams. The success of the 
Premier League is good not just for 
football but also for the British 
economy.

It's not only football that has 
attained this level of economic 
advancement; other sports are also 
not left out. It should also be noted 
that it's not only in England that 
sport has attained such an unprec-
edented level of development, but 
also the rest of Europe alongside 
and the Americas. The implication 
of this is that sports have been 
professionalised and consequently 
provides employment to millions of 
youths and other professional 
b od i e s  s u ch  a s  c oa che s ,  
nutritionist, physiotherapist, sports 
medicine practitioners, referees 
among others in Europe and 
America.

But this is not the case in Nigeria 
where sport is regarded as 
recreational event, hence not given 
the desired attention for it to grow. 
It has, therefore remained in 
amateur stage.

In those climes where sport has 
been professionalised, the private 
sector plays a major role with 
government's role limited to 
providing enabling environment for 
it to thrive. But the reverse is the 
case in Nigeria, as government 
overbearing influence has done 
more harm than good having 
hindered the private sector from 
playing its expected role to the 
fullest.

Sentor John Enoh, on Friday, 
hosted Nigeria's contingent that 
participated at the Malta Gymstars 
International Championship in 
Malta in Abuja.

According to a statement by the 
Media Aide to the Minister, Kola 
Daniels, the team of young 
gymnasts represented Nigeria in 
the 15 nation championship in 
Cottonera, Malta.

He said the Nigerian TIG team of 
seven young gymnasts, led by 
Coach Tony Asuquo, clinched 23 
medals in total.

H e  s a i d  t h e  m i n i s t e r  
congratulated the contingent on 
the behalf of His Excellency, 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, for 
making Nigeria proud.

The statement said Enoh thanked 
the TIG Gymnastics club for 
promoting gymnastics in Nigeria, 
urging them to keep staying true to 
their mission.

“On behalf of His Excellency, the 
President of Nigeria, Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, I congratulate you all for 
the enormous feat. I regard this as 
a tremendous effort.

“Your private efforts have 
benefited our country a great deal. 
It's amazing what you all have done 
in faraway Malta.

“I am here to encourage the 
e f f o r t s  you ' r e  mak ing  as  
youngsters. We will ensure that no 
sports suffers neglect, as our 
attention will spread across all 
sports, with special attention for 
the grassroots.

“While education is important, we 
also want to help budding stars 
grow their talents and fulfil their 
potential,” he said.

Enoh added: “We want kids to 
grow up knowing that, even as a 
gymnasts, they can get to the 
world stage and do great things.

“As minister of sports, I will 
remain very interested and 
committed to the growth of our 
youngsters,” he said.

Enoh
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TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

EURO 2020: 
HE Super Falcons 
achieved a historic feat Tb y  r e a c h i n g  t h e  

knockout round of the World 
Cup for only the third time in 
their history.

Their journey ended in a 
nail-biting penalty shootout 
against eventual finalists 
England.

R e m a r k a b l y,  N i g e r i a  
rema ined  unbea ten  i n  
regulation time throughout 
the tournament, securing 
notab le  d raws  aga ins t  
Canada, Ireland, and England.

Their crowning moment 
came in a thrilling encounter 
against co-hosts Australia, 
where they triumphed 3-2 in a 
m a t c h  t h a t  w i l l  b e  
remembered for years to 
come.

FIFA, evidently impressed by 
N iger ia ' s  per fo rmance ,  
maintained their status as the 
number one team on the 
African continent.

However, Coach Waldrum, 
who also holds the position of 
head coach for Pitt women's 
s o c ce r,  e xp r e s sed  h i s  
dissatisfaction with this 
ranking.

He took to Twitter to voice 
his concerns, stating, “Must 
say I am a little surprised at 
this to say the least…not in a 
positive way!”

Randy Waldrum, renowned 
for his steadfast support of his 
team, made a name for 
himself on the global stage as 
the manager of Nigeria during 
the Women's World Cup this 
summer.

Prior to the event, he had 
engaged in a public dispute 
with the Nigeria Football 
Federation, highlighting issues 
such as delayed payments and 
subpar training conditions for 
his team.

Despite these off-field 
cha l l enges ,  Wa ld rum ' s  
unwavering support created a 

HE Spanish footbal l  Tfederation has threatened 
to sue Jenni Hermoso, the 
player at the centre of a row 
over its president's conduct, 
for lying and defamation.

It has also threatened to sue 
the 79 women's football 
players who signed a letter in 
which they refused to play for 
their country as long as Luis 
Rubiales remained in his post.

I n  a  s t a t emen t ,  t he  
federation said it would take 
the “necessary legal action” 
and told the players that 
“playing for the national team 
is an obligation on any 
member of the federation 
called upon to do so”.

The move is the latest 
chapter in a fast-moving story 
after Rubiales kissed Hermoso 
after their World Cup victory a 
week ago, a kiss Hermoso said 
was not consensual and made 
her feel “vulnerable and the 
victim of an aggression”.

' I  fe l t  the v ic t im of  
aggression, a sexist act' – 
Jenni Hermoso's statement in 
full

“At no time did I consent to 
the kiss,” Hermoso said in a 
statement. “I won't tolerate 
having my word doubted, 

much less have people 
inventing things that I didn't 
say.”

Shortly after the incident, the 
federation issued a statement 
in which Hermoso purportedly 
said the kiss was consensual 
and that she and Rubiales 
enjoyed a close relationship.

A report by the Madrid-based 
sports website Relevo said the 
federation had coerced her 
into making the statement. 
The federation denied this to 
the Associated Press.

In a written statement, 
Hermoso said: “I don't want to 
interfere in the legal process 
but I feel obliged to report that 
the words used by Sr Luis 
Rubiales to explain what 
happened are categorically 
untrue and are part of the 
manipulative culture that he 
himself has created. I have not 
been respected.”

The federation reproduced a 
series of still photographs of 
the incident that it claimed 
showed that Hermoso lifted 
Rubiales off his feet and was 
not only willing but an 
instigator of the kiss.

No topic is too small or too 
big for us to cover as we deliver 

a weekly roundup of the 
wonderful world of women's 
football

Both Rubiales' rambling 
speech on Friday, in which he 
said he was a victim of a witch-
hunt and “fake feminism”, and 
the federation's defence of him 
are increasingly seen as a 
battle that goes far beyond 
football, in a struggle between 
an entrenched, entitled male 
hierarchy and a more modern, 
feminist Spain.

In an interview with El País, 

strong bond of trust within the 
Super Falcons squad, while his 
tactical prowess inspired the 
team to perform at their best in 
front of millions of fans.

His willingness to confront 
the Nigeria Football Federation 
f o r  i m p r ove d  w o r k i n g  
conditions made it clear that 
he would not shy away from 
challenging FIFA and their 
global rankings.

Meanwhi le,  the Super 
Falcons have moved eight 
places to become 32nd in the 
world and first in Africa in the 
latest FIFA Women's ranking 
released on Friday.

 The News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) reports that Super 
Falcons previously ranked 40th 
in the rankings released in 
June before the World Cup.

 The Super Falcons had the 
second highest point increase 
of 94.14 to move from 
1554.94 to 1649.08.

 They were only second 
behind Morocco, who had a 
point increase of 104.22 to 
move from 1334.08 to 1438.3 
and are ranked 58th in the 
world.

 Nigeria had a good campaign 
at the 2023 Women's World 
Cup in Australia and New 
Zealand, finishing second in 
the group without losing a 
game.

 That was before eventually 
bowing out to the Lionesses of 
England after a 4-2 loss on 
penalties in the round of 16.

 Sweden, which earned a 
third-place finish at the World 
Cup, is now ranked number 
one in the world.

 Similarly, World Cup winners 
Spain are now ranked second 
in the world, with the USA, 
E n g l a n d ,  a n d  F r a n c e  
completing the top 5 in the 
latest rankings.

Also, the semi-final opponent 
of Nigeria Women's Football 

League champions Delta 
Queens has been confirmed, 
BSNSports.com.ng reports.

The semi-final place of Delta 
Queens was confirmed after 
their opening group game 
following the draw game 
between USFA of Burkina Faso 
and Sam Nelly of Benin 
Republic.

The Nigerian side confirmed 
their superiority in the group 
with a comfortable 2-0 victory 
over Sam Nelly on Friday and 
topped the group by 6 points.

The semi-final fixture of the 
competition was announced 
on Friday and Delta Queens 
will face Athletico FC of Ivory 

Coast in the second semi-
final.

The first semi-final will see 
Ampem Darkoa of Ghana 
clashing with Sam Nelly and 
both games are scheduled for 
Monday.

In another Champions 
League news, Remo Stars 
h e a d  c o a c h ,  D a n i e l  
Ogunmodede has expressed 
his confidence in a victory 
against Medema SC, in the 
second leg encounter of the 
CAF Champions League 
p r e l i m i n a r y  r o u n d ,  
BSNSports.com.ng reports. 

The Sky Blue Star lost 
narrowly to the Ghana 

Premier League champions 
last week in the first leg.

Despite the defeat, the 
Nigerian club showed a 
glimpse of their quality in that 
encounter.

While speaking with Remo 
Stars Media, ahead of the 
important clash on Sunday, 
Ogunmodede revealed they 
will do everything within their 
power to qualify.

“We are working towards 
qualifying for the next round 
of the competition," said 
Ogunmodede.

"We ' l l  do  eve ry th i ng  
humanly possible to be in the 
next round of the CAF 

Champions League."
Remo Stars are required to 

score 2 unreplied goals to 
ensure qualification for the 
s e c o n d  r o u n d  o f  t h e  
Champions League game will 
be played on Sunday, at the 
Remo Stars stadium, Ikenne.

Meanwhile, the federal 
government has appointed 
former Super Eagles captain, 
John Mikel Obi, as Youth 
Ambassador.

This was confirmed on 
Friday, at an event held at the 
National Stadium, Lagos, 
which was attended by the 
Minister of Youth and Sports 
Development, Sunday Dare.

According to the Special 
Adviser to Dare on Media, John 
Joshua-Akanji, Mikel Obi was 
described by the Minister as a 
“role model whose lasting 
l e g a c i e s  i n  f o o t b a l l  
development has continued to 
have a positive impact on 
youths in the country.”

Mikel Obi was assured of 
Federal Government support 
whenever he chooses to invest 
in the country.

 “Time will not permit me to 
say much about Mikel's 
success as a footballer. He is 
our legend and a role model 
who has continued to impact 
the lives of youth positively.

“It is it my pleasure to 
appoint you as Nigeria Youth 
Ambassador. It's a new 
portfolio and your role as 
youth ambassador will be 
made known to Nigerians,” 
Dare said.

In his response, Mikel Obi 
said: “I feel highly honoured to 
be appointed as Youth 
Ambassador of this country, it 
is a great feeling.

“I am happy with this 
partnership and I promise to 
do my best to encourage and 
inspire the youths towards 
national development, not just 
in football but in other sports 
like Basketball, Boxing among 
others.”

Miquel Iceta, the sports and 
culture minister, said: “I 
regret that for Spain, a 
country admired around the 
world as a champion of rights 
and freedoms, this episode 
has taken us back to an image 
of machista Spain in which 
women's rights are not 
respected. It's a backward 
step.”

Iceta added that as the 
federation had stood by 
Rubiales, the government 

would now take the necessary 
measures to remove him from 
his post.

Yolanda Díaz, Spain's acting 
vice-president, said: “Señor 
Rubiales doesn't understand 
what he's done. He's not up to 
the job. He should resign and 
save us the embarrassment. 
The days of impunity for 
macho behaviour are over.”

Hermoso and her colleagues 
have received support from 
several male players, among 
them the Real Betis striker 
Borja Iglesias, who has also 
refused to play for Spain 
under the federation's current 
leadership. Sergi Roberto, the 
Barcelona captain, tweeted: 
“ We ' r e  a l l  w i t h  y o u  
@jennihermoso.”

The England women's 
football team, who lost to 
Spain in the World Cup final, 
also offered their support with 
a message on social media 
that read: “The behaviour of 
those who think they are 
invincible must not be 
tolerated and people shouldn't 
need convincing to take action 
a g a i n s t  a n y  f o r m  o f  
harassment. We all stand with 
you, @jennihermoso and all 
players of the Spanish team.”

Waldrum disagrees with Nigeria's position

SFF threatens to sue Hermoso over kiss 'lies’

'Ego above dignity': Luis Rubiales' defiance over 
kiss shocks Spain

The American gaffer has questioned the latest FIFA women's world rankings as concerned the former 
African champions
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