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UNFORTUNATELY, these are 

lacking in our society, must 

especially in Africa. But in a 

civilised clime like Europe and 

America, leaders are held 

accountable and therefore, they 

always ensure that they discharge 

their responsibilities accordingly 

and to the best of their ability.
In Plateau State, every leader 

that has governed the state, has 

had his story to tell. But the 

citizens are in the better position 

to share the story on how they 

were governed. However, with the 

emergence of Barrister Caleb 

Manasseh Mutfwang, the narrative 

changed .The serious minded man 

came with a bang.  Hitting the 

ground running, he immediately 

began organizing meetings and 

workshops with his cabinet to 

ensure that good governance is 

seen to be done and dividend of 

democracy is provideds to the 

citizens.
And in keeping faith with the 

covenant he entered with the 

people while he was campaigning 

for the exalted seat of the state , 

he appointed mostly youths and 

women in his cabinet as promised. 

He tasked them to brace up for the 

challenges ahead and discharge 

their given responsibil it ies 

accordingly or be sanctioned.

 To further buttress his point, 

Governor  Ca leb Mut fwang 

organised a six day retreat for the 

State Executive Council (SEC), as 

well as all other appointed 

membe rs  and  Pe rmanen t  

Secretaries at the famous National 

Institute for Policy and Strategic 

Studies (NIPSS), Kuru where they 

brainstormed and charted a way 

forward towards upgrading the 

livelihood of citizens and economic 

development of the state.
Tagged " Retreat And On - 

boarding of Executive Arm Of 

Government", had resource 

persons from different fields of 

endeavours who came from 

Monday 14th , August, 2023 to 

enlighten on the participants 

about good and qualitative 

governance. On boarding, 

according to Oxford Dictionary of 

English , is the action or process of 

integrating a new employee 

into an organisation or 

familiarising a new customer 

or client with one's products or 

services.
 The dictionary further goes 

to explain, after the initial on -

boarding is complete, continue 

to offer new hires relevant 

training and development 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  C l i e n t s  

onboarding is critical for any 

business , as modifier,a little 

extra effort during the onboarding 

period can go a long way towards 

improving staff retention.
However the aimed of retreat 

aptly captured the above definition 

as  the Onboarding objectives of 

the retreat include; to aggregate 

their collective thoughts as a team 

and be instructed by, the Governor 

on the vision and mission of the 

"The Time Is Now" mantra. This is 

meant to develop a framework for 

cultivating and harnessing a team 

spirit and bonding together, to 

look at Plateau from the benefit 

of hindsight, insight, foresight 

and eyesight amongst many 

others.
The Unity Hall of NIPSS was 

f i l l ed  to  the  br im wi th  

participants. The resource 

persons  were able to dissect in 

pieces the topics alloted them to 

share with the participants .It 

was brainstorming session all 

through, no dull moment to the 

admiration of the participants 

because of the rich content of the 

retreat. 
Among the resource persons 

who spoke were Rev. Dr. David 

Pofi who spoke on corporate 

devotion, -Governor Mutfwang: 

Vision of "The Time Is Now", 

Gbile Akanni: Vision of Life, Prof. 

Shedrack Best, Da. Jonah David 

Jang:  My Exper ience in  

Government, Opportunities, 

Challenges and Regrets, Rev. 

Pa ra  Ma l l um,  c o rpo ra t e  

devotion.
Others who contributed in that 

direction too were, Mrs Gonda: 

Excellence in Governance, Dr. 

Bitrus Audu: Time Management 

and Discipline, Dr. Byatun 

Gyang, Managing the Health 

challenges of the Public Servant, 

RT. Hon. Istifanus Mwansat: 

Managing the Constituent 

(Perception), and Boni Haruna: 

former Governor and Minister 

Sports and Youth Development 

opportunity to make history and 

to leave a positive legacy for the 

good of Plateau State. The 

workshop and retreat, we just 

started is not symbolic but an 

opportunity to bring glory to God 

and to benefit the people of the 

state.” Mutfwang further noted 

that the future of lives of the 

people of the state depended on 

the outcome of the appointees 

collective work and urged them 

n o t  t o  s q u a n d e r  t h e  

opportunities, but to view their 

appointments as a stepping 

stone to higher achievements.

  At the end of the retreat being 

Friday 18th  August , 2023 , the 

Secretary to the Government of 

Plateau State ( SGS), Architect 

Samuel Nanchang Jatau who 

reeled out the nine point 

Communique to journalists said 

they resolved to embrace the 

government; vision and mission 

as encapsulated in the three 

priority with the ten thematic 

and the 28 sub-thematic areas 

a n d  t o  c o l l e c t i v e l y  ,  

collaboratively and assiduously 

work towards building a united 

Plateau in line with the goals and 

objectives of "The Time Is Now" 

mantra.
Arc. Jatau further noted that 

they resolved to foster good 

governance through adoption 

and implementation of people 

oriented policies, blocking 

loopholes, reducing wastages 

and adopting cost effective, 

transparent and accountable 

processes as well as embracing 

E- governance.
The SGS said they resolved to 

improve funding to meet the 

demands of the state by 

exploring alternative revenue 

generation for effective projects 

funding as well as to practice 

sound lifestyle that birth 

productivity and effectiveness in 

both work place and private lives 

among others.
Governor Caleb Manasseh 

Mutfwang who was billed to 

address the participants at the 

end of the occasion was however 

indisposed, he was ably 

represented by the Deputy 

Governor, Ngo Josephine Piyo. 

She said, the retreat has 

impacted effective leadership 

qualities, ethical principles and 

transparency on the participants 

and as such it should enable 

t h e m  m e e t  p e o p l e ’ s  

expectations.
According to her, they should 

engage stakeholders, ensure 

effective communication, adopt 

public relations techniques, and 

build partnerships for inclusive 

development in the state. And 

above all, she said, they should 

work with the fear of God at all 

times.

Politics

The essence of any government all over is to provide the basic necessities such as qualitative education , good road network ,  
affordable food and shelter, as well as the provision of security and the respect for human dignity to the people governed amongst 
many other incentives. And to achieve these , those saddled with the responsibility of governance must be equipped with the 
requisite knowledge . PETER TITLE, writes.

Mutfwang

Mutfwang: Changing the narratives of governance

from Adamawa State spoke 

extensively among many other 

speakers.
Governor Caleb Manasseh 

Mutfwang, speaking during the 

retreat did not mince word. He 

charged them to explore all 

avenues and bring their wealth 

of experience to bear in order to 

leave a positive legacy for the 

betterment of the state. He 

equally enjoined them to see 

themselves as a united unit 

rather than competitors so as to 

leave a remarkable landmark.
 The Governor said, "Our duty 

at this critical time, presents an Cross section of Permanent Secretaries

Gov. Mutfwang (right), Deputy, Josephine Piyo (left) and other participants at the retreat



From left are, Sen. Jonah David Jang, Rear Admiral Samuel Bitrus Atukum 
and the PDP State Chairman, represented by Hon. Simon V. Domle
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Governor Mutfwang addressing the well attended Plateau State Elders 
Forum

Cross section of personalities at the high table From left are, Speaker, PLHA, Rt. Hon. Thomas Moses Sule, Sen. Jonah 
David Jang, Rear Admiral Samuel Bitrus Atukum and Hon. Chris Hassan 
PDP State Chairman, represented by Hon. Simon V. Domle

Cross section of members of Plateau State Executive Council at the 
meeting

Cross section of former Secretaries to the Plateau State Government

Former Minister, Youth and Sports, Hon. Solomon Selcap Dalung, former 
COCIN President, Rev. Prof. Pandang Yamsat and Amb. Bagudu Hirse

Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) Chairman, Rev. Fr. Polycarp Lubo 
with other stakeholders at the meeting
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GOVERNOR MUTFWANG MEETS WITH STATE ELDERS’ FORUM
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang on Monday met with the reconstituted Plateau State Elders’ Forum at the Banquet Hall, 

new Government House Rayfield, Jos
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UNITY AND FAITH PEACE AND PROGRESSPlateau State Internal Revenue Service
Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria

LATEAU State Internal Revenue Service 

(PSIRS) is pleased to announce an Pexciting opportunity for Tax Firms to 
submit proposals in conformity with the PSIRS 
guidelines for the engagement of Technical 
Consultants and in accordance with the Plateau 
State Government's Executive Order No. 001 of 

2023 issued on the 10th July 2023.
Are you a Tax Consulting Firm with a passion for 

excellence in providing innovative solutions? This 

is your chance to showcase your technical 

expertise and join forces with PSIRS in shaping 

Plateau State's taxation future.
PSIRS is committed to transforming its tax 

administration system to enhance efficiency, 

transparency, and revenue generation. To 

achieve this goal, we seek proposals from 

qualified Tax Consulting Firms to collaborate with 

us on various initiatives.
Key areas of focus include:

-  Tax Liability Audit in Telecommunications,  
Manufacturing,  Processing,  Banking,  Small and 
Medium Businesses,  etc.
-   to establish back years liabilities on non-

remittances of withholding taxes on interests and 

dividends for individuals, enterprises, corporate 

entities, and statutory bodies. Companies and 

other organizations.
If your firm possesses the requisite expertise, 

experience, and a track record of success in these 

areas, we encourage you to submit a proposal to 

PSIRS. This is an exclusive opportunity to 

collaborate with us in driving positive change and 

contributing to the growth and development of 

Plateau State.
Your proposals should be addressed to The 

Executive Chairman, Plateau State Internal 

Revenue Service, No 6 Bank Road Jos, Plateau 

State. The submission deadline for proposals is 

August 31, 2023.
Join us in building a more robust and dynamic 

tax administration system in Plateau State. We 

can create a brighter future for our state and its 

citizens.

MR. JIM PAM WAYAS 
Executive Chairman

Plateau State Internal Revenue Service 

ADVERTORIAL 

Office of the Executive Governor,
Plateau State, Nigeria

Government House, Little Rayfield, Jos. www.plateaustate.gov.ng

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. OO1 OF 2O23
TO IDENTIFY, TRACE AND RECOVER PROCEEDS OF CRIME 
RELATED TO OR CONNECTED WITH PLATEAU STATE 
GOVERNMENT FUNDS AND ASSETS.

WHEREAS relevant Statutes impose a duty on Persons, Corporate 
Entities and Statutory Bodies to account for the common wealth of the 
citizenry which they hold in trust for them as stipulated in the Freedom of 
Information Act;

AND whereas every resident of Plateau State has a right to know what 
State actors, Corporate Entities and Statutory Bodies have done with the 
resources available or paid to them being under obligation to voluntarily 
declare their income and expenditure from all sources within and outside 
the State;

COGNIZANT of the duty of inculcating in all citizens, the ethics of 
responsibility to the State, accountability, and honesty;

AWARE that Plateau State Government owes citizens the duty of 
providing security, welfare and development; and

CONSEQUENT upon the determination of Plateau State Government to 
provide an opportunity for all Persons, Statutory Bodies and Corporate 
Entities to be accountable to the people they hold money in trust, under 
all relevant Statutes to voluntarily declare their Assets and Income and 
pay or remit taxes due on them and in return obtain some benefits.

NOW THEREFORE, PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME 
BY THE CONSTITUTION AS THE EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR OF 
PLATEAU STATE, NIGERIA, I HEREBY ORDER THUS FORTHWITH:

1.    Plateau State Government shall engage Technical Consultants to 
develop a database and establish back years liabilities for all companies   
in   the   Telecommunications,   Manufacturing   and Processing, 
Banking and other Industries, which includes Small and Medium 
Enterprises.
2.    Plateau State Government shall engage Technical Consultants to 
establish back years liabilities on non-remittances of withholding taxes 
on  interests and  dividends  for individuals,  enterprises, corporate   
entities,    statutory   bodies,    companies    and    other organizations.
3.   The Plateau State Government shall engage Technical Consultants to 
establish back years liabilities on Bank Account Inventories domicile with 
all banks in the State, unreported revenues and reconciliation of External 
and Internal Debts for the Government.
4.   The Technical Consultants or designated Audit Firms shall ONLY 
Audit the Statutory Remittances by way of taxation from the people, 
Statutory Bodies and Corporate Entities and thereafter submit its 
findings to the Ministry of Justice.
5.   The Ministry of Justice shall IDENTIFY, TRACE,PROSECUTE and   
RECOVER   all   proceeds   of   crime   relative   to   this EXECUTIVE 
ORDER which are due and payable to the coffers of Plateau State 
Government upon terms to be determined by the Governor.
6.  This Executive Order shall be read in conjunction with all extant Tax 
Laws and Regulations.
7.   This Executive Order shall come into force on the day and date it is 

th 
signed by the Executive Governor and deemed spent on the 29 day of 
May 2027.

Dated this 10th day of July 2023

SIGNED:

Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang
Executive Governor of Plateau State, Nigeria.



Vice Chancellor, Karl Kumm University Vom, Prof. Nanven Audu Gambo 
(right) with one time Commissioner of Health, Prof. Barnabas Mandong
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Former Coordinator Operation Rainbow, Gen. Stephen Gu’ar, Special 
Adviser on Political Affairs, Hon. Letep Dabang, Barr. Yusuf Pam, onetime 
Commissioner, Justice, former CMD, JUTH, Prof. Ishaya Pam and others

Chief Samuel Mafuyai (left) flanked by other members of the Forum

Prof. Ganyir Lombin (right) with other stakeholders at the meeting

Governor Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang addressing the Elders Forum

Cross section of former Speakers, PLHA at the meeting

Cross section of secretariate staff, office of the Secretary to Government 
of the State

Cross section of journalists covering the opening ceremony of the 
meeting

GOVERNOR MUTFWANG MEETS WITH STATE ELDERS’ FORUM
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang on Monday met with the reconstituted Plateau State Elders’ Forum at the Banquet Hall, 

new Government House Rayfield, Jos
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ALTHOUGH we often think people in 

the UK and the US share similar 

lifestyles when it comes to food, drink, 

and socialising - it turns out there are 

some pretty stark differences. One 

woman who knows this only too well 

has delighted millions of social media 

users after pointing out the many 

"things that are socially acceptable in 

Eng land  tha t  wou ld  con fuse  

Americans."
TikTok creator Andrea Celeste has a 

whole series of videos devoted to the 

topic and regularly draws in thousands 

of viewers when she shares the clips as 

@anndreacelleste. So, if you're a UK 

resident keen to know how our customs 

come across to others, here's your 

chance.
Although Andrea, who moved from 

LA, is now a pro when it comes to life in 

the UK, it sounds like she faced a pretty 

steep learning curve. From jaywalking 

to grocery store etiquette, here are a 

few things she had to adjust to when 

she moved across the pond.
First up, it's probably no great 

surprise to learn Americans are chattier 

than most of us on this side of the 

Atlantic. "Service workers, like cashiers 

and retail workers, don't typically start 

conversations with people to that 

extent that they do in America," Andrea 

explained. "The more outside of 

London you go the more chance there 

would be of that happening, but 

definitely not like in America." 

However, you might be surprised to 

learn you can't enjoy a tinny on the go 

in much of the US, as it's often illegal. 

You've also got to be careful where you 

go, without a drink in hand, as 

jaywalking is illegal.
Meanwhile, Andrea thought her 

friends from home would be surprised 

by black pudding. "It tastes amazing. I 

freaked out my American friends 

saying that, though," she revealed. 

Equally, she's learned to love beans on 

toast. Andrea continued: "I saw this 

thing about Americans seeing a photo 

of beans on toast and being mortified 

by it. To be fair it looks terrible on 

photos, but it's actually really good," 

before adding it's great as a "snack 

during university when you're trying to 

save money'."
In response to the video, which has 

racked up over 500,000 views and 

counting, fans from both sides of the 

pond were quick to share their shock. 

One person wrote: "I don't go into a 

shop to discuss how my day has been." 

While another revealed: "I remember 

as a kid going to America for the first 

time and it freaked me out when the 

lady working at the bakery in Walmart 

started talking to me." But a different 

person said: "I missed the chatting 

with strangers when I lived outside the 

US. I think it's a lovely cultural norm." 

Meanwhile, someone else added: 

"Beans on toast both looks and tastes 

divine".
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Odd World

midwifed through civil disobedience 
against unabated injustice, oppression, 
nepotism, corruption and administrative 
ingenuity to become a more promising 
nation of the decade.

As I continued reading this book page 
after page, the present tragic, unpalatable 
and disturbing traumatic status of Nigeria 
kept on preoccupying my mind. To be 
honest, Nigeria has lost its bearing and it's 
only by the grace of God that things have 
not fallen apart. At the moment, there is 
no Nigerian citizen in his or her right 
senses who can testify that he or she is not 
feeling a pinch of this unending humanly 
created hardship and or catastrophe.

Evidently, both the poor and the rich are 
n o t  h a p p y  o v e r  m o s t  r e c e n t  
developments.  Most of the citizens are 
not happy as the fabric of our nation's 
economy is in shambles. If for nothing 
else, the reoccurrence of recession on the 
polity has devastated many families and 
rendered many vulnerable  citizens 
hopeless.

Our universities have been in total 
shutdown for several months now making 
our children vulnerable to many social 
vices. Many of our idle children have been 
wept way into unbelievable crimes causing 
more havoc and calamity. Our economic 
collapse has left us at the mercy of several 
unimaginable and unpalatable situations. 
The issue of insecurity overwhelming this 
nation has forced us not to sleep with our 
eyes closed for a second.

More perturbing is the fact that with all 
the abundant economic and human 
resource which this country is blessed 
with; Nigeria has regrettably found itself in 
this pitiful situation. We as a people have 
become a laughing stock amongst the 
comity of nations for no fault of the 
ordinary man. Many innocent citizens are 
languishing in abject poverty and or want 
as  the gap between the rich and the poor 
has continued to widen beyond 
comprehension.

A great number of our children have been 
killed in humanly created conflicts and 
unexplainable circumstances. By now, I 
am more than convinced that many 
Nigerians are tired of being slaves in their 
motherland. Yet, in the midst of these 
calamities, it seems that we are still far 
from recuperating and or gaining our 
grounds.

Just as Pastor Sunday Adelaja puts it, it 
will only take a people who know that 
power is in their hands to fundamentally 
effect a change for the better. These kind 
of people must put their lives at risk to 
ensure that the needful is done.

Without mincing words, many of us 
weary of all these happenings must begin 
to talk to our conscience. We must come to 
the reality of the fact that the people of this 
country must be liberated from the 
shackles of deception and erroneous 
thoughts of becoming spellbound that this 
nation is only for the elitists, the wealthy 
and the mighty.

The truth is that we must take a stand as 
a people in making our leaders accept the 
reality of the fact that power belongs to the 
ordinary man on the street. It is only by 
doing so that can we create a more 
convenient atmosphere for our nation to 
thrive. Even though we have suffered a lot 
in the past few years; we can still turn 
things around for the better in the interest 
of our future generations if we are willing 
to do so. Basically, we can create another 
euphoria of a church shift in Nigeria if and 
when we are determined to do so.

ONE distinguished and quick-witted legal 
luminary I have continued to respect with 
all candor of persistence is none other than 
Prof. Dakas Clement Dakas, a former 
Attorney General and Commissioner of 
Justice, Plateau State and Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria, (SAN). Prof. Dakas, a former 
Dean, Faculty of Law at the prestigious 
University of Jos and also the fourth 
Professor of Law from the entire northern 
region of Nigeria has over the years 
unrelentingly become a pragmatic 
reservoir of knowledge. Intuitively, this 
scholar has continued to dazzle his 
contemporaries including others who care 
to listen to him about a more result-
oriented shift in dynamism in the act of 
governance presently needed to save our 
nation from nose-diving into oblivion and 
total collapse.

Though some of his matter-of-fact recipe 
seems not logically achievable and crazily 
out of the box, it is becoming more evident 
that if prospective leaders of this nation do 
not take the bull by the horn and galvanize 
our collective thoughts devoid of any sort 
of sentiments; Nigeria would in no 
distance time find itself on a runway to 
total disintegration, chaos and anarchy. 
Let me however reemphasize for fear of 
perhaps misquoting Prof Dakas out of 
context that it is not in his character to 
proliferate any incisive notion that Nigeria 
can only achieve any such transformation 
through violent revolution. The erudite 
scholar however believes that Nigeria can 
attain greatness only based on a complete 
mind renewal by both the elites and the 
governed. 

Just recently, I was privileged to be 
amongst quite a pocket few people who 
took him on how best we can intellectually 
remodel our thoughts and go against this 
traditional tide of doing business as usual 
and change our diminishing status. After a 
fruitful practicable enlightenment lecture 
on that fateful day;, the scholar also 
suggested we read a book authored by 
Pastor Sunday Adelaja titled “Church 
Shift” which I reluctantly accepted. 
Unfortunately, my hands became full 
during the week and I could not search out 
for the book until a friend of mine 
eventually posted me a soft copy online.

The book, Church Shift is all about a 
struggle by a strong hearted Nigerian 
Pastor, Sunday Adelaja who found himself 
in faraway Ukraine but doggedly changed 
the ugly narratives of the country for the 
better. Before this great revival, the 
citizens of the country had psychological 
been hypnotized becoming mentally 
subservient to the caprices and intrigues 
of their leaders’ political misrule. In a 
country which was proliferating unending 
tenets of socialist ideological philosophy 
and highly against civil disobedience; the 
citizens of the nation were victims of 
corruption, nepotism and other acts of 
personal aggrandizement.

The coming of the pastor who mobilized 
citizens of the country to stand their 
ground against the obvious subsequently 
affected a great change as it propelled 
about 125,000 members of the church to 
begin to see the act of governance from a 
different perspective. Rather than 
perceiving their political leaders as lords; 
the citizens began to take their fate in their 
own hands comprehending the apparent 
that they had the power to hold their 
leaders to account.

Consequently, before the ongoing 
Russian invasion, the nation was emerging 
to become one of the must focused nations 
in contemporary Europe. It was a nation 

Nigerians, there is need for 'church-shift’

Culled from The Mirror

American living in UK shares 
things she finds 'confusing’
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View Point

AFTER concluding its first set of 
admission, authorities concern is 
presently putting everything 
together and or in proper 
perspective towards creating a 
permitting atmosphere for the 
comfortability of both the 
lecturers, staff and the students 
of the school. In this regard, the 
V ice  Chance l lo r  and h is  
management  t eam have  
embarked on periodic monitoring 
and supervision of facilities at the 
institution to help ensure that 
everything moves according to 
the anticipated plans. While this 
supervision is unrepentantly 
ongoing, so also the admission of 
more students for the institution. 

So far, Prof Gambo and his team 
have visited both the male and 
female hostels, the institution's 
medical centre, lecture rooms, 
cafeteria, and other strategic 
b u i l d i n g s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  
c o n s e q u e n t l y  h a v e  a  
fundamental bearing on the lives 
and daily activities of the 
s t u d e n t s .  T h e  s e c u r i t y  
architecture of the institution has 
been further enhanced. To help 
ensure that all things are moving 
in proper perspective, the 
Management recently had a 
crucial meeting with all the staff 
of the institution where they 
were eventually encouraged to 
live above board in their 
anticipated obligations. During 
the meeting, the management 
strategically reminded the staff 
to be disciplined and ensure that 
they live above board as role 
models for these students.

This engagement aside, the 
V ice  Chance l lo r  and h is  
Management team also held a 
meet with the academic staff 
where he admonished them to 
remain resolute in their resolve 
to transform the university into a 
world class to set the pace for 
others in the country. In his 
remarks, Prof Gambo noted that 
while lectures would commence 
this week, admission was still in 
progress in accordance with the 
clearance given by JAMB and 
such students would join. 

According to him, the issue of 
general timetable had been 
sorted to avoid lecture clashes as 
well as guide the lecturers give 
out their best in the school 
adding that the meeting with the 
lecturers was a critical one 
considering their strategic 
disposition to the developmental 
progression of the entire 
institution.  For the total 
comfortability of the teaching 
staff to be encouraged, the Vice 
Chancellor submitted that the 
young and enterprising lecturers 
would be encouraged to further 
their studies to positively impact 
the students in contemporary 
studies technique in accordance 
with global best practices. 
He noted that, “It is anticipated 

that in the next three years, we 
will have more PhD holders 
working in Karl Kumm University 
as we intend to make the best 
use of our staff.  Therefore, I 

would want to advice that as 
academicians, do not engage on 
PhD programmes just to fulfil all 
righteousness but ensure that 
your goal is to attain professorial 
levels in the academic circle.”

In pursuance of this set 
objective, Prof Gambo also 
visited the Provost, Federal 
College of Veterinary and Medical 
Laboratory Vom, Dr Chukwu O.O. 
Chukwo where he sought for his 
synergy for the sustainability and 
growth of the institution.  During 

University to go an extra mile to 
ensure that its students acquire 
the best educational standard 
comparable to global best 
practice around the world.

T h e  V i c e  C h a n c e l l o r  
acknowledged that since his 
appointment, Management has 
hit the ground running and left no 
s t o n e  u n t u r n e d  i n  t h e  
university's desire to create an 
enabl ing environment for 
excellent educational services for 
intending students of the 
institution and that, “we must do 
everything possible to ensure 
that this University provides the 
best for our students.

Responding, the Provost, 
Federal College of Veterinary and 
Medical Laboratory, Dr Chukwu 
O.O. Chukwu welcomed the 
anticipated synergy which 
according to him would go a long 
way in ensuring understanding of 
research studying equipment's 
for the great task ahead.

Dr Chukwu recalled with great 
nostalgia his inclusion in the 
recruitment panel,  which 
resulted in the employment of 
best and capable hands for the 
University and stressed his 
readiness to assist the institution 
when and wherever necessary 
for the progress of the students 
and educational attainment in 
the institution as a whole.

Interestingly, as evidence, the 
Church of Christ in Nations 
(COCIN) has made a name in 
terms of contributing its quota to 
educational advancement in the 
country. Today, COCIN can 
rightly boast of having many 
schools in the likes of the Boys 
and Girls Secondary Schools 

Gindiri, Gindiri Teachers College, 
now COCIN Comprehensive 
College the School for the Blind 
as well as many other secondary 
schools across the country. As it 
is always noted in a consensus, 
COCIN has over a century gained 
experience in the running of 
s e c o n d a r y  a n d  t e r t i a r y  
institutions in the country, the 
University though a complex 
initiative would not be a difficult 
project to handle.

th
Therefore, since the 7  May 

2003 when the COCIN General 
Church Council (GCC) resolved to 
float a University and the 
subsequent issuance of a letter of 
intent for the establishment of 
the University to the National 
Universities Commission (NUC) 
on June 23, 2003, the entire 
project has continued to move 
from one glory to another. 

Today, the story is all about that 
of thanking God that the first set 
of students will start receiving 
lectures in the institution. All 
these efforts are worth thanking 
our creator for His mercy and 
shower of blessings.    

 Certainly in the past few years, 

Karl Kumm University which is 

among the very few to  

commence academic activities 

on permanent site will sooner 

than later take its rightful place 

as the most proficient privately 

owned faith based institution of 

learning in the country. This is by 

no way surprising considering 

the insurmountable degree of 

efforts invested into the planning 

and execution of the strategic 

plans of the institution.

Though it is no longer news that plans have reached advanced stage for Karl Kumm University to commence academic activities 
this week, the Vice Chancellor of this eminent faith based institution, Prof Audu Nanven Gambo and his management team are 
leaving no stone unturned towards ensuring that they meet up with the academic calendar. BULUS GAMBO, writes.

the visit, the Provost took the 
Vice Chancellor to various 
laboratories where researches 
are conducted.

Speaking during the courtesy 
cal l, the Vice Chancellor 
explained that synergising with 
the College would upgrade the 
educational capacity of the 
students on resumption of 
academic activities for this 
forthcoming session.

Prof Gambo expressed the 
readiness of  Kar l  Kumm 

Karl Kumm University, on path to educational excellence 

Prof. Gambo

Prof. Gambo and his management team during a courtesy call at FCVML Vom
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ATTHEW Hassan Kukah, 

the Catholic Bishop of MSokoto Diocese who 

turns 70 tomorrow, August 31, 

deserves celebration for his 

service to the church, community, 

nation, and humanity; and for his 

achievements as a true citizen 

who has used his priestly 

circumstances, boundless energy 

and prodigious intellect to 

promote the causes of justice and 

the common good. He stands 

shoulders above many of his 

contemporaries in his many 

engagements in the last four 

decades. He has been a priest for 

close to 50 years, but his range of 

influence goes beyond the pulpit 

to include scholarship, public 

intellectualism, civil society 

advocacy and the courage to 

provide leadership, even in the 

most difficult situations. He is 

easily one of the best-known faces 

of the Catholic faith and 

priesthood in Nigeria. He remains 

an admirable advertisement of the 

virtues of Catholicism and the 

Church. 
I am not a Catholic but I admire 

the Catholic Church, owing largely 

to my interaction over the years 

with Catholic priests like Bishop 

Kukah. I like the fact that the 

Catholic Church in Nigeria invests 

heavily in the training and 

education of its priests. It is 

mostly in the Catholic Church that 

you would find such exemplary 

priests who are usually educated 

to the highest levels possible. 

Many Catholic priests parade 

Ph.Ds as if it is a minimum 

qualification, and in most cases 

Catholic priests display other 

skills, with language, research, 

public engagements, and an 

unusual hunger for knowledge. 

Over time, the Anglican Church 

has also shown a similar 

commitment to the education of 

its priests, but the Catholic 

Church remains far ahead. In a 

country where many pastors and 

priests are at best spellbinders, 

hypnot i s t s  and  c lown ish  

motivational speakers, and petty 

merchants with very little 

knowledge of the Holy Book, it is 

ever so refreshing to attend a 

Church or listen to a priest who 

speaks from an abundance of 

insight and talent. Bishop 

Matthew Hassan Kukah belongs 

in this category. In the late 

1980s, the '90s and till date, he 

has been a shining star of the 

Catholic Church of Nigeria, who 

through his example inspires the 

younger generation, within the 

priesthood and the general 

Nigerian community. 
I first met him on the pages of 

newspapers through his writings. 

In those days, the opinion pages 

of newspapers were dominated 

by persons of high intellect, most 

of whom dissected issues of the 

day, in beautiful prose, and with 

great erudition. Fr. Matthew 

Kukah, as he then was, was one 

of the most prolific, churning out 

essays, week after week. Those 

were the days of intimidating 

columnists sand contributors on 

the op-ed pages: to have your 

essay published on the same 

page with a Matthew Kukah, Pat 

Utomi, Herbert Ekwe-Ekwe, 

Chinweizu, Sonala Olumhense, 

Odia Ofeimun, Olatunji Dare, 

Edwin Madunagu, Biodun Jeyifo, 

Wole Soyinka, Femi Osofisan, 

Pini Jason, Andy Akporugo, 

S t a n l e y  M a c e b u h ,  F r e d  

Onyeoziri, Emevwo Biakolo, 

Amma Ogan, Sully Abu, Effiong 

Essien, Ashikiwe Adione-

Egom…was like winning a 

jackpot. Many of us framed the 

pages, and looked up to the big 

names.  The times are different 

today. Our newspapers have 

stopped serving culture and 

society and the reader as spaces 

for great intellection, the 

tradition of old has been replaced 

by  “op in ion i t i s ”,  a  very  

dangerous disease which pushes 

just about anyone to think they 

can inflict bad prose and 

thoughts on a vanishing breed of 

readers anyway. Matthew 

Kukah's contributions to public 

discourse was frequent, and 

often well-received. He was not 

afraid of debates or intellectual 

pugilism.  In those days, one 

subject on the pages of a 

newspaper could result in 

months of rigorous debate, from 

a multi-disciplinary perspective, 

by persons who respected each 

other's intellect but nevertheless 

had the capacity to weave words 

into prose and good sense. This 

was the tradition that we grew 

into, from university to the field. 

Kukah was a major source of 

inspiration and a good sport. 

Many of his opinion pieces and 

ex tended essays  rema in  

timeless. 
Bishop Kukah's stature began 

to flower, even more so in his 

pos i t ion at  the Catho l ic  

Secretariat of Nigeria: he was 

first a Deputy Secretary General, 

then he became the Secretary-

Genera l  o f  the  Catho l i c  

Secretariat, located in Lagos, 

directly opposite Tafawa Balewa 

Square or Race Course as it was 

originally known.  Under his 

watch as leader of that 

Secretariat, it became an 

i m p o r t a n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

rendezvous for civil society 

groups and public intellectuals in 

the entire Southern Nigeria. 

Kukah built a very strong 

relationship with the media, 

promoting, most actively, both 

the Catholic Church, and the 

activities of the Catholic Bishops 

Conference, focusing on issues of 

justice, peace and development. 

When Nigeria descended into 

chaos in 1993, with the 

annulment of the June 12 1993 

Presidential election, church and 

society rose against the impunity 

of the military establishment, 

and called for an end to military 

rule and respect for the people's 

sovereignty. The majority spoke 

with one voice that military 

absolutism had defeated the 

purpose of good governance and 

that it was time for the Nigerian 

military to go. The Catholic 

Church spoke truth to power on 

the pulpit and on the streets. 

Leaders of other churches – the 

Anglican, the Methodist and 

Pentecostal Churches also joined 

the protest.

“Bishop Matthew Hassan Kukah 

belongs in this category. In the late 

1980s, the '90s and till date, he has 

been a shining star of the Catholic 

Church of Nigeria, who through his 

example inspires the younger 

generation, within the priesthood and 

the general Nigerian community.”

F R A G M E N T

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

THE 

REUBEN ABATI PhD

REUBEN ABATI

Hassan Kukah at 70: A tribute

Kukah

To be concluded

“When Nigeria descended into chaos in 1993, with the annulment 

of the June 12 1993 Presidential election, church and society rose 

against the impunity of the military establishment, and called for 

an end to military rule and respect for the people's sovereignty. 

The majority spoke with one voice that military absolutism had 

defeated the purpose of good governance and that it was time for 

the Nigerian military to go. The Catholic Church spoke truth to 

power on the pulpit and on the streets. Leaders of other churches – 

the Anglican, the Methodist and Pentecostal Churches also joined 

the protest.”
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