














Mrs. Lucy Chindaba, Aminu Idegu, Trust Campaing candidates at the 
Palace of the Ujah Anaguta
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Mr. Haruna Wada of State Information Chapel (left) with Mr. Sanusi Namu 
Sanusi of the PPC Chapel all members of the Trust Campaign Council 
listening to speechs

His royal Highness, Pozoh Johnson Jauro Magaji Ujah Angaguta (middle) 
flanked by members of his traditional council delivering remarks

Co-DG of the Trust Campaign Council, Mrs. Lucy Chindaba (right) 
presenting posters of the Chairmanship candidate, Ayuku Pwaspo to the 
Head of Centre, Federal Ministry of Information, Sandra Taddy during the 
visit at the Federal Information Chapel

From left are, Mr. Kenneth Dareng, secretary aspirant, Mr. Pam Musa, 
Vice Chairmanship and Ayuku Pwaspo, Captain of the team

District Head of Laranto, Pozoh Bala Abiti Garba (right) praying for the 
success of campaign team of Ayuku Pwaspo and other Trust members

Co-DG, Trust Campaign Council, Lucy Chindaba, Deputy DG, Aminu 
Idegu, Head of Centre Federal Information, Sandra Taddy in a group 
photograph with Federal Chapel members and Campaign Council

Trust campaign team, CEO of Reality, Mr. Valentine Adese, Reality Chapel 
Chairman and members in a group photograph

TRUST CAMPAIGN COUNCIL VISITS UJAH ANAGUTA, NUJ CHAPELS
The Trust Campaign Council of Ayuku Pwaspo for the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Chairmanship and other aspirants visited the Ujah 

Anaguta of Jos North, His Highness, Pozoh Johnson Jauro Magaji at his Palace in Jos for royal blessing the Campaign team went to Reality and 
Federal Information Chapels to solicit for the votes on the 8th September, 2023
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Where a zoo holds any 
primate, carnivore, elephant or 
hoofed mammal, appropriate 
firearms must be available 
unless a risk assessment has 
shown that a firearm would not 
provide the most appropriate 
means of safety to the public 
from that animal and other 
arrangement have been made, 
and every person licensed to use 
a firearm, ammunition and 
dart ing equipment must  
undergo formal training by a 
suitable qualified person. 

Every effort must be made as it 
is reasonably practicable to 
ensure the recovery, live or deed 
of any escaped animal the 
procedures to be adopted in the 
event of escapes within or from 
the zoo or of accidental or 
unauthorized releases of any 
animal should be brought to the 
attention of an available to all 
members of staff and other 
r e l e v a n t  p e r s o n n e l  a s  
considered necessary in a 
written document. 

Procedures relating to escapes 
of animals should be establish 
and reporting of every escape by 
the quickest possible means to 
the most senior member of staff 
available and will organize how 
the animal can be recapture and 
also protecting staff and visitors, 
alerting the police and where 
necessary  the  l i cens ing  
authority and also control the 
visitors and reassuring them of 
safety, ushering them into a 
building, closing doors and 
windows and evacuating the 
zoo. 

The zoo must establish a clear 
chain of responsibility which 
should be written and update 
regularly and zoo operators to 
ensure that all members of staff 
are familiar with emergency 
procedures when animals 
e s c a p e .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r,  
emergency drills must be carried 
out at least four times a year, 
r e co rded  and  r egu l a r l y  
reviewed. All escapes must be 
recorded and detailed reports 
made The Police authority must 
be notified as soon as possible 
and in any case, not later than 
24 hours following the escape 
from the confines of the 
zoological garden of any non-
domestic animal. 

In conclusion crime prevention 
and safety is paramount in the 
zoological garden as adequate 
number of safety signs giving 
warnings of the hazard either by 
symbol or a combination of 
symbol and words should be 
provided on any electrified fence 
and strategic locations. Security 
also called social safety or public 
safety addresses the risk of 
harm due to intentional crime 
acts such as assault, burglary or 
vandalism and to minimize the 
risks of theft, malicious attacks 
on animals. 

JOHN FOM GWOT and LADI 
BATURE are staff of National 
Commission for Museum and 
Monuments,  Zoological  
Garden, Jos.

T H E  z o o l o g i c a l  g a r d e n  
sometimes called zoological 
parks Institution in which wild 
animals are kept in captivity. 
Their primary object is to gratify 
the pleasures most persons take 
in viewing at close range the 
curious and beautiful living 
products of Flora and Fauna, but 
they serve also as means 
instruction in Natural History, 
providing material for Museums 
and for investigation in 
comparative anatomy and 
pathology, while they may have 
a commercial value as pleasure 
resorts, or as saw grounds for 
the display of animals that have 
been imported or hired for sale. 

Crime can be described as a 
deliberate act that causes 
physical or psychological harm, 
damage to or loss of property 
and is against the law. The 
Oxford dictionary of Law defines 
crime as being (An act or 
sometimes a failure to act) that 
is deemed by statue or by the 
common law to be a public 
wrong and is  therefore 
punishable by the criminal 
proceedings. 

Safety is the condition of being 
protected from or unlikely to 
cause danger, risk or injury. 
Safety is a concept that includes 
all measures and practices 
taken to preserve the life, health 
and  bod i l y  in tegr i ty  o f  
individuals. 

The approaches against 
crimes for the safety of the 
zoological garden Jos are the 
provision of perimeter fencing 
on the zoo fence for crime 
prevention and safety. The 
perimeter fence is a structure 
that circles the perimeter of an 
area to prevent access and 
crime. These fences are 
frequently made out of single 
vertical metal bars connected at 
the top and bottom with a 
horizontal bar. They often have 
spikes or barbed wire on the top 
to prevent climbing into the zoo 
to commit crime. 

All animal enclosures in the 
zoological garden should be 
designed such that it fully 
ensures the safety of animals 
staff (zoo keepers) and the 
visitors. All animals should be 
k e p t  i n  e n c l o s u r e s  s o  
constructed as to avoid escape 
gates and doors to enclosure 
must be securely locked so as to 
prevent crime and unauthorized 
opening.  

Dangerous animals l ike 
chimpanzees and baboons in 
cages must have three (3) 
doors. The first or outermost 
door should open outwards. The 
second or middle door should be 
a release door (dropping 
downwards), and the third or 
inner door should open inwards.

Further approaches against 
crime for the safety of zoological 
garden is by the provision of 
standoff barriers and protection 
all around the cages to keep 
visitors at a safe distance from 
the animals and also free from 
crime. Emergency exits or doors 
to be constructed and well-
marked. Each main exit must be 
kept clear and be capable of 
being easily opened from inside 
to should be capable of being 
closed and secures to prevent 
access to crime and the escape 
animals. 

The zoological garden Jos 
should have a full-fledged 
veterinary facility including a 
properly equipped veterinary 
hospital. Such a hospital should 
have basic diagnostic facilities 
and comprehensive range of 
drugs, and have isolation and 
quarantine wards for sick 
animals and newly acquired 
animals respectively. These 
wards should be located at a 
hidden area, so as to minimize 
the chances of infections 
spreading to other animals of 
the zoo and also have facilities 

for restraining and handling of 
s i c k  a n i m a l s  i n c l u d i n g  
tranquilizing equipments and 
syringe projectors. 

Close Circuit Television (CCTV) 
and Security Staff also known as 
Antiquity Protection officers 
should be on ground 24 hours 
every day to secure the 
zoological garden staff and 
visitors and animals for their 
safety and from crime by 
patroll ing and inspecting 
buildings, equipments and 
access points and permitting 
entry as needed. The use of 
Close Circuit Television cameras 
is also important in monitoring 
of crime activities going on in the 
zoological garden and minimize 
r i sk  o f  thef t ,  mal ic ious 
treatment on the animals or 
release of animals by intruders. 
Antiquity protection officers to 
provide adequate warning signs 
for safety and gates and doors to 
animal enclosures where the 
public are admitted, and any 
enclosure or stand-off barrier 
must be designed, constructed 
and maintained so as not to trap 
or otherwise injure visitors, 
particularly children or those 
with disabilities, where electric 
fencing is installed it must 
conform to the appropriate 
British and European Standards 
Electric fencing used for animals 
containment must be checked 
daily and have back-up power in 
case of a power cut. 

A zoo is an organization that maintains collections of wild animals, typically in a parks or gardens for study, conservation research, 
entertainment or display to the general public. The zoological garden Jos was established in 1950 by the department of Antiquities 
now National Commission for Museums and Monuments. JOHN FOM GWOT and LADI BATURE, writes.

Approaches against crimes for safety of zoological garden











PPC General Manager, Mr. Paul Jatau (right) being presented with the 
certificate of membership of WARN by Mr. Oti-King Elvis
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Plateau State Coordinator of Whistle Blowers Anti-Corruption Reporting 
Network, Mr. Oti-King Elvis delivering his message

Trust Campaign Council, Director General, Wika Gofwen (left) presenting 
campaign posters of the Trust Candidates to the NUJ, PPC Chapel Chair, 
Mr. Israel Nanjul Lar

NUJ State Chairman, Mr. Paul Jatau (right) in a warm handshake with 
Trust Campaign Council, D.G. Mr. Wika Gofwen

General Manager, Mr. Paul Jatau listening keenly to the message by Mr. 
Elvis

General Manager, PPC Management and the State Coordinator, Whistle 
Blowers Anti-Corruption Reporting Network in a group photograph

Members of the Trust Campaign Team, NUJ, PPC Chapel EXCO and 
members in a group photograph

Deputy DG of the Council, Mr. Aminu Idegu (standing) making some 
remarks while the PPC General Manager, Mr. Paul Jatua and NUJ PPC 
EXCO listening
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GENERAL MANAGER PPC RECEIVES WARN
The Plateau Publishing Corporation, General Manager, Mr. Paul Jatau yesterday received on a courtesy call the state Coordinator, Whistle 

Blowers Anti-Coruption Reporting Network (WARN), Mr. Oti-King Elvis in his office, Jos

NUJ TRUST CAMPAIGN TEAM STORMS PPC CHAPEL
The Nigeria Union of Journalists, NUJ, Plateau State Council, Trust Campaign Council for Ayuku Pwaspo, Kenneth Dareng, Pam Musa and 

Danjuma Dickson Auta yesterday stormed the The Nigeria Standard Newspapers, Jos to interface with the PPC Chapel to convass for support 
towards the 8th September 2023 NUJ elections
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he Catholic Secretariat in 
L a g o s  s e r v e d  t h e  TC a t h o l i c s  a s  a n  

intellectual power house. Kukah 
had able lieutenants: Fr. George 
Ehusani, his then Deputy who 
would later succeed him as 
Secretary-General. There were 
others too: Rev. John Uba Ofei and 
Rev. Fr. Iheanyi Enwerem.  

On a regular basis, the 
Secretariat issued press releases 
and also organised seminars and 
conferences on various topics of 
interest with stakeholders 
brought together to chart the way 
forward for Nigeria. I was a 
familiar participant at those 
Sunday evening sessions. Many of 
us became so close to the Catholic 
priests, we began to also talk 
about l iberat ion theology. 
Nigerians had been so badly 
treated many priests felt it was 
their obligation and ecclesiastical 
duty to help free the people from 
the shackles of of oppression. 
Even when there was no seminar, 
the doors of the Catholic 
Secretariat were always open. I 
later developed the habit of 
stopping by whenever I was in 
that part of the city. On a good 
evening, there was always 
sumptuous dinner. And the fridge 
was always full. Beer, wine…And 
there was Fr. George often 
twanging away on his guitar, 
trying out a new song, or reading a 
poem. He would later succeed 
Kukah as Secretary General and 
indeed that period – the Kukah-
Ehusani – could be remembered 
as the golden years of the Catholic 
Secretariat of Nigeria. Kukah left 
behind a legacy that raised the 
profile of the Secretariat and the 
Church. 

Beyond his public intellectualism 
and duties as a priest, Bishop 
Kukah has also been very active 
within the general community as 
an agent of peace and promoter of 
good governance and the 
common good. He is a compulsive 
bridge-builder, with friends in 
virtually every corner, and so well 
established is he among the 
political and private sector elite of 
Nigeria that many of his critics try 
to take pot-shots at him that he 
would still need to make up his 
mind whether he wants to be a 
priest or a politician. In recent 
years, through his major project, 
the Kukah Centre, he has been 
working in Nigeria's post-military 
dispensation to promote the cause 
of peace, good governance, and 
s t ab i l i t y.  T he  Cen t r e  i n  
collaboration with General 
Abdusalami Abubakar, Nigeria's 

last military ruler up until 1999 to 
date, has jointly promoted a 
National Peace Committee, 
which gets politicians before 
elections to sign peace accords 
and give undertakings that they 
would embrace peace, as well as 
promoting peace in Nigerian 
communities. Kukah was a 
member of the National Human 
R i g h t s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  N i g e r i a ' s  
equivalent of a Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, also 
known as the Oputa Panel 1999 – 
2001, Secretary of the National 
Political Reform Conference 
u n d e r  t h e  O b a s a n j o  
adm in i s t ra t i on  i n  2005 ,  
Chairman of the Ogoni-Shell 
Reconciliation Committee since 
2005, and member of the 
committee for electoral reform, 
2007 – 2009.  

In addition to this, Bishop 
Kukah is a strong advocate for 
inter-religious harmony, using 
every opportunity to promote 
tolerance and peace. For his 
efforts, he has been appointed to 
the Pontifical Council for Inter-
Religious Dialogue at the Vatican 
and as Chairman of the 
Commission on Inter-Religious 
Dialogue of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of Nigeria. He has 

also enjoyed a level of visibility 
and influence that many priests 
can only dream about. He has 
probably given as many homilies 
at events organized by other 
churches as he has done on 
Catholic occasions. Political 
leaders seek his counsel. The 
intellectual class and the 
commentariat respect him as 
one of their own. 

The establishment at state and 
national levels seek his attention 
and counsel because they know 
that he can be trusted to say the 
truth without fear or favour. He is 
not a prosperity or attention-
seeking priest. He and others like 
him including those that I 
mentioned earlier are cut from a 
different cloth. Priests of his type 
present a different model from 
that other Catholic priest: Fr. 
Ejike Mbaka of the Adoration 
Ministries in Enugu. It is a 
measure of the diversity of the 
Catholic Church that it is even 
possible to mention an Ejike in a 
tribute to Bishop Matthew Kukah.

As it were, virtually every 
Nigerian government has learnt 
to respect Bishop Matthew 
Kukah. The only exception has 
been the Buhari administration 
w h o s e  a g e n t s  a n d  
s p o k e s p e r s o n s  r e c e n t l y  

developed a passion for 
harassing the priest. He has 
challenged them to an open 
debate. They have not been able 
to take on that challenge. 
Meanwhile, Kukah has remained 
unrelenting in his chosen task of 
speaking truth to power and 
exposing chicanery, hypocrisy 
and the stupidity of hegemons no 
matter how dandified.   

It is not surprising that Kukah is 
a much sought-after public 
lecturer. He has given lectures on 
virtual ly every important 
platform in Nigeria, from 
convocation ceremonies to 
funerals to anniversaries. He 
stands out as a consistent man of 
intellect, with a transparent 
public spirit. He likes to tell 
stories: his usual style is to tell a 
story, catch the attention of his 
audience with some humour, of 
course except he is discussing 
such grim subjects as the killing 
of his kith and kin in Zango-Kataf 
in Southern Kaduna or members 
of his diocese in Sokoto state, or 
a n y  f o r m  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
persecution, or the failings of the 
power elite, having learnt the art 
of choosing his topics with 
purpose. 

th
To mark his 70  birthday, 

Bishop Kukah is announcing his 
plans to build a befitting edifice 
for the Kukah Centre, one of 
Africa's leading policy think-
tanks. He and the Centre deserve 
every possible support on a 
sustainable basis.  The Centre 
would be a major legacy offering 
from a priest who is on way easily 
to becoming a legend. Ahead of 
tomorrow's event, he recently 
released a book titled Broken 
Truths: Nigeria's Elusive Quest 
for National Cohesion. Author of 
many articles in academic 
journa ls ,  Kukah remains  
conscious of his training and 
exposure as an academic: 
diploma, University of Ibadan, 
B.A., Pontifical Urban University, 
Rome. M.A., Peace Studies, 
University of Bradford, (1980), 
Ph .D,  Po l i t i c a l  S c i en ce ,  
University of London (1990), 
Edward Mason Fellow, Harvard 
University's Kennedy School of 
Government; Rhodes Fellow, St. 
Antony's College, University of 
Oxford, Honorary Fellow, Nigeria 
Academy of Letters. 

The harvest from his fecund 
mind has been rich and 
impressive including some of the 
most authoritative books on 
aspects of Nigerian history such 
as: Religion, Politics and Power in 
Northern Nigeria (1993) – 

perhaps his most seminal work, 
Religious Militancy and Self-
Assertion: Islam and Politics in 
Nigeria (1997); Democracy and 
Civil Society in Nigeria (2001); 
Witness to Justice: An Insider's 
Account of Nigeria's Truth 
Commission (2011), and Broken 
Truths (2022). 

At 70, Bishop Kukah can 
reminisce with a strong measure 
of contentment that he has been 
able to impact many lives, using 
his chosen vocation of priesthood 
to make a difference in the lives 
of those to whose spiritual health 
he ministers and the larger 
community of men and women 
who have drawn inspiration from 
his wealth of knowledge, humility 
and accomplishments. As a 
person, Bishop Kukah is friendly, 
kind-hearted and always ready 
with a listening ear. Nobody has 
given him any national honour. 
He probably does not need it. 
Nigeria's security agencies have 
stalked and questioned him. He 
has been abused and threatened 
for his no-holds-barred homilies. 
He has been labelled a religious 
bigot. He is, however, not afraid 
of authority figures because of 
his own commitments to a higher 
cause and his understanding of 
the dynamics of power. Those 
who use power and position to 
oppress the harmless, do so only 
for a while until they are 
reminded of the ephemerality of 
their advantages. Whatever may 
have been his travails, Kukah's 
critics lay the blame at the 
doorstep of the ambivalence of 
his insider-outsider relationship 
with power and politics. 

But it can be said of Bishop 
Matthew Hassan Kukah that he 
has lived a life entirely of service 
and that is the best kind of life. 
He deserves to be celebrated. 
What we will be celebrating is not 
material things and the celebrant 
is not likely to be decked out in 
flowing babariga or agbada, the 
accent would be on service, 
innovation, ideas, goodness, 
justice, peace and humanism. I 
join others in wishing Bishop 
Kukah many happy returns of the 
day. He is one of the few 
redempt ive f igures  in  a  
community of pastors and priests 
where sometimes it is difficult to 
truly know what has happened to 
Christian leadership in our land.  
To Bishop Kukah: 70 Hearty 
Cheers!  

Abati, a former presidential 
spokesperson wrote this 

th
tribute to mark the 70  
birthday anniversary of Rev. 
Matthew Hassan Kuka, some 
years back. 

th
To mark his 70  birthday, Bishop Kukah 
is announcing his plans to build a 
befitting edifice for the Kukah Centre, 
one of Africa's leading policy think-
tanks. He and the Centre deserve every 
possible support on a sustainable basis. 
The Centre would be a major legacy 
offering from a priest who is on way 
easily to becoming a legend.
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TRUTH EXALTS A NATION
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Hassan Kukah at 70: A tribute

Kukah

Concluded from last week
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