




oday, Nigeria is celebrating its 
6 3 r d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  Tanniversary. As much as I 

love my country, I have refrained 
from celebrating its attainment of 
nationhood. There are many 
reasons, which we have repeatedly 
said should be looked into; it is not 
about being unpatriotic.

I know of many who also have 
reasons not to join the bandwagon 
in celebrating the anniversary. For 
us, it should be time for 
stocktaking; reflecting on where 
the journey has taken us to, and 
expecting Nigerian leaders to direct 
the course of the journey.

As it is, this year's will be the first 
to be celebrated by those whose 
tenures just started in May. At the 
federal level to state levels, the 
tempo of the celebration may 
depend on a number of obvious 
reasons.

The celebrations may be in 
various shades; all planned to 
satisfy the complexities of the 
issues at hand. And there are many 
that may have risen in each case in 
the various states. That is why each 
state is celebrating according to its 
complexities and circumstances.

First of all, the prevailing financial 
standings of most of the states are 
worrisome. The cost of governance 
takes the largest chunk of the 
savings of the states. Most of the 
states have literally abandoned all 
capital projects they embarked 
upon or are even thinking of 
starting new ones.

There are more abandoned 
projects than are new ones. Funds 
are indeed scarce to come by. Some 
of the states have used the 
resources for other purposes that 
are not productive for them.

In fact, some of them have 
squandered the limited resources 
available to them for political 
purposes. There are some of the 
governors who have always used 
state resources for other reasons 
other than what they are meant for. 
The new entrants may be 
exempted. No wonder, many 
sectors are suffering needing 
intervention urgently.

Interestingly, the issue of 
internally generated revenue in 
states has increased phenomenally, 
thanks to the fact most states have 
up their revenue profile, ostensibly 
to help develop them.

The issue of insecurity and the 
harsh economic realities have 
taken off the shine off the 
celebration in the nation. There is 
no state that has no complaint of 
one security challenge or another. 
Communities no longer sleep with 
their eyes closed. No one is sure of 
what will happen the next hour. 
C o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  
desecrated, to the point that there 
are more camps of internally 
displaced persons in our villages 
and towns than ever.

Everyone knows that it is the 
responsibility of government to 
protect lives and property, but to 
think that it is always the reverse 
speaks volumes of what to expect 
the government to pursue in order 
to reassure Nigerians of their 
safety.

Nigeria is a nation in search of 
leaders; the older ones do not want 
to give younger Nigerians, or are 
not prepared to mentor them for 

power. That being the case, there are 
lots of young people that are today 
frustrated on account of lack of jobs. 
There is a monopoly of the recycling 
of leadership over the years; and it 
does appear it will be here for long 
with us.

Millions of young men and women 
have, thankfully with pains, been 
educated and may have even gone 
ahead to serve the nation; yet they 
are still roaming the streets in search 
for non-existent jobs. No wonder, 
there is anger, animosity in the 
minds of younger Nigerians.

Now the youths think they have 
been educated on what best they 
can do to 'free' themselves from the 
shackles of domination they 
perceived is being encouraged by 
the long stay of the older hands in 
power. But sadly for the youths, they 
have continued to be used for the 
wrong reasons by the older ones as 
thugs and all manner of negative 
tendencies.

Handling the youth has either been 
misunderstood or not taken as a 
project; given the army of 
unemployed roaming the streets in 
Nigeria. There are some of them who 
have been empowered repeatedly; 
while others haven't been, no 
wonder that has made them mad.

The state is the worst for it, as the 
army of the unemployed has turned 
out to be legions of armed bandits, 
k i dnappers  and  i nsu rgen ts  
terrorizing people and communities. 
O u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  
neighbourhoods are no longer safe 
anymore for living and business.

 It is not out of place to state that, 
Nigerians are despondent on many 
fronts. Apart from being named as 
the world's capital of poverty, there 
are many things working against us 
for the wrong reasons. Ordinary 
(sorry, I mean), majority of 
Nigerians go to sleep on empty 
stomachs, as the cost of living does 

not favour the people. Most Nigerians 
live from hand to mouth and are 
worried that if things continue in this 
fashion, the country will be in for the 
worse.

It has been reiterated in leader story 
of The Nigeria Standard on October 2, 
2022 and would like to share it thus: 
Sixty-three years down the line, our 
democratic experience has shown that 
despite the vast human and material 
resources at Nigeria's disposal, we are 
yet to make significant progress and 
take its rightful place in the comity of 
advanced nations'.

It continued: 'Today however, the 
situation still remains almost the same 
if not worse than when we started from 
the onset at independence. It is a sad 
commentary that the Nigerian masses 
have been deprived of their right to 
growth and development for over 62 
years by a few misled military 
opportunists and their civilian 
collaborators.

'The real issue is that the state of the 
Nigerian nation now is that of 
hopelessness and is so monumental 
that majority of the citizens have even 
wondered whether the country is 
under a spell especially with the 
mirage of institutional decay and social 
ills ranging from corruption, cronyism, 
poverty, cultism, violent crimes, 
terrorism, banditry, kidnapping and 
other social menace in the society.

'We now have a crop of ethnic bigots 
masquerading as leaders who have 
polarized the nation along sectional 
lines and interest while the society on a 
daily basis continues to disintegrate 
due to political, religious and ethnic 
cleavages. It is clear that our system 
has broken down as we are now faced 
with institutional crisis with evidence 
of collapse while our so-called elected 
leaders continue to feed fat from the 
state treasury at the expense of the 
tax payers'.

That is not what the founding fathers 
may have conceived concerning what 

the nation would go; even though, 
right from inception, the birthing of 
Nigeria may not have been rightly 
done.  The  Br i t i sh  Co lon ia l  
Government was in a haste to birth 
the nation, even if things were not 
done rightly.

Therefore, on account of the initial 
'mistake' made, there are today 
agitations from sections of the 
country. It has taken the mercy of 
God to keep us as a nation. 
Repeatedly, there have been 
insinuations about the future of the 
country; stating apparent concerns 
about how its disintegration was on 
the way sooner than we ever 
imagine.

These agitations have given birth 
to security challenges that have 
threatened the foundations of 
Nigeria in more ways than one in the 
last thirteen years. Nigerians live in 
fear of what may happen the next 
minute. They know that, if things are 
not urgently done, the 'one chance' 
bus we are traveling in may not take 
us to our destination. It has been 
reiterated that it may crash anytime 
soon; but that may not be the way 
Nigerians think.

There is urgency for the leadership 
to be transformed. That is the sense 
in the agitations even as the sections 
are worried that the country seems 
to belong only to a section. Why do 
they feel so? In the last couple of 
years or more, appointments are 
skewed and essentially favour the 
north to the detriment of other 
sections.

Nigerians from other section have 
lamented that they feel a sense of 
despondency as there are qualified 
Nigerians from other sections that 
play the second fiddle. There is no 
sense of togetherness whereas, on 
account of the challenges in the area 
of governance, they are limited to 
contribute their best to nation 
building. We are yet out of the above 
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 It is not out of place to state that, Nigerians 
are despondent on many fronts. Apart from 
being named as the world's capital of poverty, 
there are many things working against us for 
the wrong reasons. Ordinary (sorry, I mean), 
majority of Nigerians go to sleep on empty 
stomachs, as the cost of living does not favour 
the people. Most Nigerians live from hand to 
mouth and are worried that if things continue 
in this fashion, the country will be in for the 
worse.

tendency.
Even though those who should 

know pretend as if all is well with the 
people, and never saying anything 
about the people's concerns. 

They know it has been planned to 
go that way. Religion and ethnicity 
play a part never seen before in the 
annals of the history of the country; 
perhaps that is why even when some 
leaders are accused of sleaze, and 
depleting our common till, they don't 
get to face the wrath of the law, as 
they are the favoured ones.

Until corruption and other vices are 
dealt with quickly, there is no way 
that we will be satisfied with our state 
of stunted development. We are in it 
because we are led by leaders who 
put self first; they come into various 
offices without a blue print, 
unprepared for the mission they are 
embarking upon.

No wonder, midway through the 
journey, they run out of ideas that 
may change the state of the states or 
governments. They employ all 
manners of charlatans, who are not 
ready to disagree with their 
principals; only so if they can keep 
their jobs and or remain relevant in 
the scheme of things.

Governments don't survive that 
way; neither do they make any 
impact on this basis. They say, ideas 
rule the world, therefore, that being 
the case, it is expected that anyone 
coming government must be 
prepared by working on a blue print 
that would run for four or eight years 
as the case might be. Those who are 
bereft of ideas often falter and show 
eminent signs that they were not 
prepared for leadership.

Take the issue of internally 
generated revenue in the states; 
whereas some of them have made 
tremendous show of the idea on 
using what is available in the states 
for development, some of the states 
have remained stuck to receiving 
hand outs from the federal coffers. In 
this case, it will be difficult to eke out 
development of any sort, except 
payment of salaries that are difficult 
for some of the states for years.

Imagine that in the 21st century, 
university teachers were out of the 
lecture theatres from February 2022 
until October. Since then, there was 
no success in negotiations between 
the Association of Staff Union of 
Universities (ASUU) and the Federal 
Government. One can only imagine 
what the students and parents went 
through, however, Nigerians are as 
worried as this remained unresolved 
for long.

Nigerians are worried as the 
running battle continued for a long 
period. ASUU rightly believed 
strongly in the struggle, as they know 
the funds that are being frittered 
away by government officials would 
have been used to settle what they 
are asking for.

If certain individuals are being 
accused of sleaze in hundreds of 
billions and at the same time 
government is saying there are no 
funds to pay ASUU; it should be 
reason enough to ask questions.

On this march to the 64th, who 
knows, this could be the road to the 
dream we all have longed for as a 
nation. Whoever wins the presidency 
must be our guide to get us out of the 
woods.

Nigeria @63: Why are we celebrating?
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overnor Hyacinth 
Iormem Alia of GBenue State says 

his victory at the tribunal 
was purely an act of God, 
democracy and the rule of 
law. 

Reacting to the Saturday 
September 23rd, 2023 
judgment delivered by 
Election Petitions Tribunal 
s i t t i n g  i n  M a k u r d i ,  
Governor Alia said the 
court has indicated once 
again that it was the last 
hope of the common man 
and that no might is 
powerful enough to thwart 
the supreme will of the 
people and claim power 
through the back door.

He assured people of the 
s t a t e  t h a t  h e  w a s  
committed to putting the 
welfare of the state ahead 
of himself and appreciated 
the fact that his victory 
was that of the people to 
whom sovereignty and 
power truly belongs. 

Governor Alia rededicated 
himself to the service of the 
people and strengthening 
of democratic values across 
the state. 

He enjoined members of 
the opposition to put all 
hands on deck to ensure 
that the state moves away 
from the current mess of 

misery, poverty and 
maladministration.

It will be recalled that the 
Governorship Election 
Petitions Tribunal sitting in 
M a k u r d i  r e c e n t l y  
revalidated Governor Dr. 
Hyacinth Alia's victory as 
the duly elected governor 
of the state.

From TERESE TUHWA, Makurdi 

Alia

‘My victory at Tribunal is God’

h e  B e n u e  S t a t e  TGovernorship Election 
Petition Tribunal sitting in 
Makurdi has upheld the 
victory of Gov Hyacinth 
Alia of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in the 
M a r c h  1 8 t h ,  2 0 2 3  
Governorship Election.

Delivering the judgment, 
Chairman of the panel, 
Justice Ibrahim Karaye 
held that the Tribunal 
lacked jurisdiction to 
entertain pre-election 
issues raised by the 
petitioners, Titus Uba and 
the People's Democratic 
Party (PDP).

Karaye who read the 
unanimous judgment 
stated that only the 
Federal High Court has the 
exclusive jurisdiction to 
entertain issues bothering 
on pre-election matters.

He further said the 
petitioner's case was also 
an  abu s e  o f  c ou r t  
processes because the 
same case was filed by the 
petitioners before the 
Federal High Court Abuja 
Division and its judgement 
was not challenged by the 
petitioners.

He said the petitioners 
lacked locus standi to 
challenge the nomination 
of the 2nd and 3rd 
respondent by the 4th 
respondent since they 
were not members of the 
4th respondent.

Justice Karaye further 
said the petitioners failed 
to prove their allegations 
of forgery against the 3rd 
respondent before the 
tribunal.

He said the 2nd and 3rd 
r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  
qualified to contest the 
March 18th governorship 

Court validates Gov Alia's victory
election and therefore 
dismissed the case.

The Petitioners; Titus 
Uba and the People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
h a d  d r a g g e d  t h e  
r e sponden t s ;  INEC ,  
Hyacinth Alia, Dr Sam Ode 
and the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) before the 
Tribunal challenging their 
declaration by the INEC.

Theyvargued that the 
2nd and 3rd respondents, 
Gov Alia and Dr Ode were 
at the time of contesting 
the election, not qualified 
to contest the March 18th 
governorship election.

They averred that the 4th 
respondent, the APC did 
not follow the provisions of 
the law in the nomination 
of the governorship and 
deputy governorsh ip 
candidates.

They also alleged that the 
3rd respondent  had 
p resen ted  a  f o rged  
certificate to the 1st 
r e s p o n d e n t ,  I N E C  
therefore should be 
disqualified.

They therefore, prayed 
among other things, for 
the nullification of their 
election and declaration of 
the petitioners winners of 
the said election having 
scored second highest 
lawful votes.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
respondents in their 
counter argument urged 
the tribunal to dismiss the 
suit in its entirety as it was 
abuse of court processes.

The respondents stated 
that the Federal High 
Court, Abuja Division had 
be fo re  the  e l ec t i on  
delivered judgment on the 
same matter which was 
filed by the petitioners but 
they did not appeal the 

judgment till date.
They also said the issues 

raised were all pre - 
election matters and only 
the Federal High Court has 
the exclusive jurisdiction 
to entertain the same.

T h e  2 n d  a n d  3 r d  
respondents clearly stated 
that since the prayers 
sought by the petitioners 

o mark his one hundred T(100) days in office, the 
member represent ing 
Kanke Constituency at the 
Plateau State House of 
Assembly, Hon . Joseph G. 
Gokum has empowered 
widows and presented 
items to other beneficiaries 
from his constituency.

The beneficiaries include 
the Director General Gyem 
J u r y i l  C a m p a i g n  
Organization, eighteen 
(18) ward coordinators, 
t h r e e  ( 3 )  z o n a l  
coordinators, thirty one 
(31) delegates and two 
h u n d r e d  ( 2 0 0 )  
w idows/benef i c ia r ies .  
Items presented include 
musical instruments, 40 
leaves exercise books and 
cash incentives.

In his opening speech 
during the occasion which 
took place at Sharam, 
Kanke Local Government 
Area, the lawmaker said 
t he  ges tu re  was  i n  
fulfillment of the promises 
made which is to render 
qua l i t y  s e r v i c e  and  
assistance to his people 

who gave him the mandate 
to serve.

According to him, as the 
commemoration of his 
hundred days in office drew 
near, he thought to himself 
that what better way to 
mark it than to identify and 
c e l e b r a t e  w i t h  h i s  
constituents by sharing in 
some of their problems.

Hon. Gokum who said he 
grew up in poverty, without 
access to three square 
meals each day, assured 
that he will continue to look 
for ways of assisting the 
poo r  o f  the  poo res t  
m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  
constituency.

Also present at the 
occasion, is the member 
representing Pankshin North 
Constituency and YPP Whip, 
H o n .  G a b r i e l  D e wa n  
Kadengbenna who said he 
was in Kanke to support and 
show solidarity to his 
colleague and brother, who 
is celebrating his hundred 
days in office.

H o n .  K a d e n g b e n n a  
emphasized on the need for 
the people to be united, 
adding that they must 
understand that their 
representative is of the 
opposition and might not get 
enough resources. As such, 
they should be appreciative 

of the little while advising 
those who may not get to 
exercise patience.

According to him, Kanke 
constituency is made up of 
eighteen wards while that 
of Pankshin is about ten. 
He advised the people to be 
wary of comparison, and 
that as lawmakers each 
have the i r  d i f fe rent  
agendas and blueprint.

He however, disclosed 
that as members of the 
state assembly, no dime 
has yet been given to any 
member as constituency 
allowance, stating that 
people seeing them doing 
one or two things think 
they collected money for it.

Highlight of the occasion 
was the presentation of a 
modern set of musical 
instruments to Pargol 
Dance Group, an Ngas 
cultural group based in 
Kanke, exercise books to 
primary school pupils and 
cash incentives to about 
two hundred beneficiaries.

One of the beneficiaries, 
Nde Anthony, who is the 
leader of the Pargol Dance 
G r o u p ,  e x p r e s s e d  
gratitude to the lawmaker 
for the gesture, promising 
that they will be used to 
further promote the Ngas 
culture and heritage to the 
world.

By PAULINE DALLONG

HE Kaduna State chapter Tof the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), has rejected the 
judgment of the Governorship 
Election Petitions Tribunal 
affirming the election of 
Governor Uba Sani of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC). 
It stated that it would seek 
legal redress at the Court of 
Appeal.

The party, in a statement 
recently, signed by its state 
Publicity Secretary, Alberah 
Catoh, said a review with its 
team of lawyers, indicated 
that the judgment did not 
meet the requirements of 
substantive justice.

The reaction came hours 
after the tribunal sitting in 

Kaduna  uphe ld  San i ' s  
election. It further argued 
that the verdict was not in 
a l ignment  w i th  extant  
electoral laws, guidelines and 
regulations.

“The party has accordingly 
directed its lawyers to appeal 
the judgment at the Court of 
Appeal, Abuja within the 
timeframe specified by law,” 
the statement added. 

The party urges its teeming 
supporters across the state to 
be calm and of good cheer in 
the faith that they would 
ensure justice is served.

According to him, as the 
Director General of the 
Campaign Committee Council 
in Sokoto, everything needed 
for the success of the 
elections have already been 
provided while others are 

awaiting their time.
He then urged them to 

always investigate hearsays 
and rumors before acting.

PDP rejects Kaduna Elections Tribunal  judgement
From John FWAH,

 KADUNA 

were all pre - election 
matters, the petitioner's 
case was status bar and 
should be struck out.

They said the petitioners 
lacked locus standi to 
challenge the nomination 
of candidates of other 
political parties as they 
were mere meddlesome 
interlopers.

100 days in office: Lawmaker 
empowers widows, others

 Gokum

From TERESE TUHWA, Makurdi 

Karaye

The meeting that ended 
l a t e  e v e n i n g  h a d  i n  
attendance all the party 
executives, contestants and 
major stakeholders.

Sani



AITH PEACE AND PRO AND F GREITY SSUN

Ministry of Information and Communication

HE Honourable Commissioner of Information and 
Communication Plateau State, Hon. Musa TIbrahim Ashoms on behalf of the Permanent 

Secretary, Directors and entire staff of the Ministry of 
information and Communication warmly rejoices with the 
President and Commander-in Chief of the Armed Forces of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency, President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu (GCFR), the Vice President, Senator, Kashim 
Shetima (GCON) the Senate President, Senator Goodwill Akpabio, 
the Honourable Speaker House of Representatives, Rt. Hon. Tajudeen 
Abbas,  Chief Justice of the Federation, Justice Olukayode Ariwoola and all 
members of the National Assembly on this auspicious day of Nigeria's 63rd 
Independence anniversary. 
 We also congratulate our amiable Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang, Deputy Governor, Ngo 

Josephine Chundung Piyo, the speaker, Plateau House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. Moses Thomas Sule and 
members of the state Executive Council, the Chief Judge, Justice David Gwong Mann, the Chairman and 
members of the state Traditional Council, and indeed the entire citizens of Plateau State, as we celebrate 
Nigeria's 63rd Independence Anniversary. 
  For us in the Ministry, we particularly appreciate the political will demonstrated by our dear governor 

towards repositioning the Information sector in the state and the deliberate policies put on ground for a 
sustainable peace being enjoyed in the state. We pledge our total loyalty, commitment and unflinching 
support to the "TIME IS NOW" Team in delivering dividends of Democracy to Plateau citizens. 

 LONG LIVE THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
LONG LIVE PLATEAU STATE
LONG LIVE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATION

Signed:
Musa Ibrahim Ashoms

Happy 63rd Independence 
Anniversary
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Governor Mutfwang addressing the mammoth crowd that attended the event

Wife of the Governor, Barr. Mrs. Helen Mutfwang at the celebration

Cross section of members of Plateau State Executive Council

Hon. Ashoms (left) welcoming the Chairman, NIPR and the new Governing Council 
member of NIPR, Prof. Sarah Lwahas (right)

Hon. Musa Ibrahim Ashoms, Ministry’s Management Staff in a group photograph 
with first female NUJ Chairman, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo

From left are, Vice Chairman, Pam Musa, Secretary, Mary Replong Domtur, 
Treasurer, Lyop Dalyop, Financial Secretary, Ezekiel Izang and Auditor, Celestine 
Attsar

Commissioner, Information and Communication, Hon. Musa Ibrahim Ashoms (left) 
responding to the message by NUJ first female Chairman, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo

Cross section of PDP faithful acknowledging cheers from the hightable

MUTFWANG CELEBRATES  ELECTION TRIBUNAL VICTORY
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang recently celebrated winning at the Governorship Election Tribunal, the celebration took place 

at the Langfield Leisure Park, Rayfield, Jos

ASHOMS RECEIVES NIPR/NUJ
The Commissioner of Information, Hon. Musa Ibrahim Ashoms received on a courtesy call Chairman, Nigeria Institute of Public Relations (NIPR) and 

the first female Chairman, Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Plateau State Council, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo in his office at the J.D Gomwalk State 
Secretariat, Jos
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ODAY, Sunday, 1st 
October 2023 is Texactly sixty-three 

(63) years when the British 
colony christened Nigeria 
yank itself from the 
tutulage of the colonial 
ma s t e r s  b y  g a i n i n g  
independence. On that day, 
the British Union Jack was 
lowered while Nigeria's 
Green-White-Green was 
hoisted. Yes, Nigeria was 
p r o n o u n c e d  a n  
independent sovereign 
state.
Though there are various 

postulations as to how and 
why Nigeria got her 
independence, the stark 
truth remains that, on the 
said day, Nigeria joined 
other comity of nations as a 
sovereign entity. One 
particular school of thought 
opined that, Nigeria got her 
independence on a platter 

of gold. That after all it was 
a negotiated arrangement 
between some few Nigerian 
elites and the colonial 
masters .
To this school of thought, 

t h e r e  wa s  n o  “ a rm  
struggle”, therefore, it was 
a “dash”. This position is 
debatable.
To assume the country got 

its Independence on a 
“platter of gold”, is to 
beliltle the efforts of 
Nigeria's founding fathers. 
For students of political 
history, Nigeria's founding 
fathers had to embark on 
i n t e n s i v e  s h u t t l e  
diplomacy, negotiations 
and even lobbying as 
epitomized in myraid of 
conferences held between 
the pre-independence 
Nigeria elites and British 
C o l o n i a l  M a s t e r s  
particularly in London. 

And even some of them 
like Chief Obafemi Awolowo 
and Sir Nnamdi Azikiwe had 
to exert pressure on the 
colonial isits via their 
newspapers The West 
African Pilot and Tribune 
respectively. The duo used 
their media expertise and 
expe r i en ces  f o r  t he  
decolonization process. It 
was the same style Kwame 
Nkrumah, used in the then 
Gold Coast, now Ghana to 
gain independence.
 It was such concerted 

st
efforts that bore 1  October. 
Therefore, it sounds like the 
height of ingratitude to 
posit that nothing was 
done! 
Perhaps, such theorists 

expected  actions like that 
of the “rebels” in North 
Africa's Algeria or Kenya's 
Maumau Movement and 
MPLA of Angola. It must be 
n o t e d  t h a t ,  t h e  
circumstances of the time 
vary and the liberated 
African countries were not 
under the tutelage of the 
same colonial masters. It 
becomes obvious to even 
revolutionary thinkers that, 
in struggles of this nature, 
tactics and strategies 
should be applied in full 
throttle albeit with ultimate 
caution.

T h e  w a v e  o f  
decolonization that swept 
t h rough  the  A f r i c an  
continent in the late 1950's 
and early 1960's offered the 
n a t i o n a l i s t s  a m p l e  
opportunity to think and 
rethink their strategies and 
tactics. And each of them 
applied the strategy and 
tactics that best suited their 
circumstances.

st
Back to Nigeria. Since 1  

Oc tober  1960 ,  wha t  
happened? Has the mission 
and vision of the founding 
fathers been actualized? 
Sixty-three years after 
where is the country in 
terms of growth and 
development? Has the 
country’s leaders been able 
to harness the God-giving 
resources and use it to the 
benefit of the people? Is 
there any cause for 
celebration as Nigeria 
clocks another additional 
year today? So many 
questions begging for 
answers!
It must be said with all 

certainty that, with the 
present Nigeria’s situation, 
nobody needs to be told 
that all the questions 
begging for answers would 
have different responses 
because everything seems 
to have gone gaga.

But where did the country 
got it wrong in the first 
instance?
Six years after gaining 

independence, precisely 
January 1966, it would be 
recal led, the Niger ia 
Military ventured  into what 
would become a recurring 
decimal, no thanks  to the 
military adventure into the 
political arena. The bloody 
coup of January 1966 wiped 
a w a y  m o s t  o f  t h e  
independence founding 
fathers in what was 
generally seen as an “ethnic 
coup.” There was to be a 
replay of that sordid 
episode in July of the same 
year which was equally 
perceived as a “revenge 
coup”.
The two coups of 1966 set 

the stage rolling for other 

despicable happenings 

which culminated in the 

thirty (30) months civil, 

dubbed the “Biafra War”.  

Needless to say, millions of 

people lost their lives in that 

fracidital war while billions 

of naira worth of properties 

were lost on both sides, of 

the divide. Though at the 

end of the war in 1970, 

General Yakubu “Jack” 

Gowon  t r i umphan t l y  

declared that there was “no 
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stOn 1  October 1960, Nigeria got her independence from the British Colonial Masters. On that day, the British Union Jack was lowered and Nigeria's Green-

white-Green was hoisted signaling self-rule for and by the Nigerian people sixty-three (63) years later, how has the country fared? VICTOR ALI writes.

Nigeria at 63, any hope?
Tinubu Akpabio

st
“Back to Nigeria. Since 1  October 

1960, what happened? Has the 
mission and vision of the founding 
fathers been actualized? Sixty-three 
years after where is the country in 
terms of growth and development? 
Has the country’s leaders been able to 
harness the God-giving resourced and 
use it to the benefit of the people?” 

Ariwoola
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GOODWILL MESSAGE

t. Hon. Moses Thomas Sule, Speaker Plateau State House of Assembly (PLHA), on behalf of the 
Members, Management and Staff heartily felicitates with the President of the Federal Republic of RNigeria, His Excellency, Asiwaju Ahmed Bola Tinubu, the Vice President, Alhaji Kashim 

Shettima, Senate President, Dr. Godswill Akpabio, Speaker of the House of Representatives, Rt. Hon. 
Tajudeen Abbas, and the Executive Governor of Plateau State, His Excellency, Barr. Caleb Manasseh 
Mutfwang and indeed all Nigerians on this occasion of our 63rd Independence Anniversary.

As we celebrate this auspicious occasion, may we continue to pray for the peace and unity of our dear 
country Nigeria.

Happy Independence Anniversary!

Long Live Nigeria!!
Long Live Plateau State!!!
Long Live Plateau State House of Assembly!!!!

Signed:
Rt. Hon. Moses Thomas Sule, 

Speaker, 
Plateau State House of Assembly (PLHA).
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NCE Upon a time when I was in 
Secondary School, in my Biology Oclass, I studied the Grasshopper. I 

learnt about the different parts of this 
grasshopper. The word “mandibles” stuck 
in my mind. It is that part of the 
Grasshopper that it uses to cut grass and 
shovel into its mouth. I learnt how to draw 
this grasshopper. I named the different 
parts of this grasshopper. I memorized 
the names of these parts and I was 
examined on this grasshopper during my 
Examination. Several years down the line 
today, I scratch my head in wonder. What 
was that all about! That was a colossal 
and unforgettable and unforgivable waste 
of my precious time and brain space that 
had and has very little to add to my Life 
time and personal Development as a 
Human Being!!!.I wonder how many 
students are still drawing that old 
grasshopper and learning how to cram its 
parts. Mtchew!. I read French eventually. 
I can translate and interpret from French 
into English. I looove writing, and those 
“mandibles” have no place in my 
Profession or interest.

Why did I tell this story? Because I am 
wondering how many poor Nigerian 
children are wasting their precious time 
learning what has nothing to do with the 
reality of life. Maybe learning the life cycle 
of a mosquito and housefly is important. 
These are insects we live with every day. 
What about a grasshopper? That should 
not be in a Biology class and I should not 
have been put through the amount of 
stress I went through just to learn about 
that inconsequential grasshopper. Biology 
is relevant to the medical sciences but 
how does a grasshopper help? Maybe 
those in Agricultural Science would have 
some benefits from doing so but do they 
need to name its parts and draw the 
insect as well? To my mind, there was a 
flaw in the curriculum at the time because 
I learnt some things that are grossly 
irrelevant…..which takes me meto the 
issue at hand. Curriculum design.

First of all what is an educational 
curriculum? According to the Glossary of 
Education Reform:

The term curriculum refers to the 
lessons and academic content taught in a 
school or in a specific course or program. 
In dictionaries, curriculum is often 
defined as the courses offered by a 
school, but it is rarely used in such a 
general sense in schools. Depending on 
how broadly educators define or employ 
the term, curriculum typically refers to 
the knowledge and skills students are 
expected to learn, which includes the 
learning standards or learning objectives 
they are expected to meet; the units and 
lessons that teachers teach; the 
assignments and projects given to 
students; the books, materials, videos, 
presentations, and readings used in a 
course; and the tests, assessments, and 
other methods used to evaluate student 
learning. An individual teacher's 
curriculum, for example, would be the 
specific learning standards, lessons, 
assignments, and materials used to 
organize and teach a particular course.

From the foregoing, we can see that the 
experts need to structure what they teach 
in School. In a wider sense I am referring 
to the Curriculum as the outcome of an 
Educational Policy that cuts across the 
entire Educational System in the Country. 
A blueprint that guides teachers on what 
to teach and how to teach and what 
objectives to meet. This brings us to the 
issue of Curriculum design and its 
objectives. The following Excerpt from 
ThoughCo. Written by Karen Schweitzer 
and ti lted Curriculum Design, 
Definition, Purpose and Types  is a 
study in curriculum design to expand our 
understanding:

Curriculum design is a term used to 
describe the purposeful, deliberate, and 
systematic organization of curriculum 

other from one stage to the next. If a 
middle school curriculum is designed 
without taking prior knowledge from 
elementary school or future learning in 
high school into account it can create real 
problems for the students. 

Types of Curriculum Design 
There are three basic types of 

curriculum design:
· Subject-centered design
· Learner-centered design
· Problem-centered design
Subject-Centered Curriculum 

Design 
Subject-centered curriculum design 

revolves around a particular subject 
matter or discipline. For example, a 
subject-centered curriculum may focus 
on math or biology. This type of 
curriculum design tends to focus on the 
subject rather than the individual. It is the 
most common type of curriculum used in 
K-12 public schools in states and local 
districts in the United States.

Subject-centered curriculum design 
describes what needs to be studied and 
how it should be studied. Core curriculum 
is an example of a subject-centered 
design that can be standardized across 
schools, states, and the country as a 
whole. In standardized core curricula, 
teachers are provided a pre-determined 
list of things that they need to teach their 
students, along with specific examples of 
how these things should be taught. You 
can also find subject-centered designs in 
large college classes in which teachers 
focus on a particular subject or discipline. 

The primary drawback of subject-
centered curriculum design is that it is not 
student-centered. In particular, this form 
of curriculum design is constructed 
without taking into account the specific 
learning styles of the students. This can 
cause problems with student engagement 
and motivation and may even cause 
students to fall behind in class.

Learner-Centered Curriculum 
Design 

In  cont ras t ,  l ea rner-cente red  
curriculum design takes each individual's 
needs, interests, and goals into 

consideration. In other words, it 
acknowledges that students are not 
uniform and adjust to those student 
needs. Learner-centered curriculum 
design is meant to empower learners and 
allow them to shape their education 
through choices.

Instructional plans in a learner-centered 
curriculum are differentiated, giving 
students the opportunity to choose 
assignments, learning experiences or 
activities. This can motivate students and 
help them stay engaged in the material 
that they are learning. 

The drawback to this form of curriculum 
design is that it is labor-intensive. 
Developing differentiated instruction puts 
pressure on the teacher to create 
instruction and/or find materials that are 
conducive to each student's learning 
needs. Teachers may not have the time or 
may lack the experience or skills to create 
such a plan. Learner-centered curriculum 
design also requires that teachers 
balance student wants and interests with 
student needs and required outcomes, 
which is not an easy balance to obtain.

Problem-Centered Curriculum 
Design 

Like learner-centered curriculum 
design, problem-centered curriculum 
design is also a form of student-centered 
design. Problem-centered curricula focus 
on teaching students how to look at a 
problem and come up with a solution to 
the problem. Students are thus exposed 
to real-life issues, which helps them 
develop skills that are transferable to the 
real world. 

Problem-centered curriculum design 
increases the relevance of the curriculum 
and allows students to be creative and 
innovate as they are learning. The 
drawback to this form of curriculum 
design is that it does not always take 
learning styles into consideration. 

Curriculum Design Tips 
The following curriculum design tips can 

help educators manage each stage of the 
curriculum design process.

· I d e n t i f y  t h e  n e e d s  o f  
stakeholders (i.e., students) early on in 

the curriculum design process. This can 
be done through needs analysis, which 
involves the collection and analysis of 
data related to the learner. This data 
might include what learners already know 
and what they need to know to be 
proficient in a particular area or skill. It 
may also include information about 
learner perceptions, strengths, and 
weaknesses. 

· Create a clear list of learning 
goals and outcomes. This will help you 
to focus on the intended purpose of the 
curriculum and allow you to plan 
instruction that can achieve the desired 
results. Learning goals are the things 
teachers want students to achieve in the 
course. Learning outcomes are the 
measurable knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes that students should have 
achieved in the course. 

· Identify constraints that will impact 
your curriculum design. For example, 
time is a common constraint that must be 
considered. There are only so many 
hours, days, weeks or months in the 
term. If there isn't enough time to deliver 
all of the instruction that has been 
planned, it will impact learning outcomes. 

· Consider creating a curriculum 
map (also known as a curriculum matrix) 
so that you can properly evaluate the 
sequence and coherence of instruction. 
Curriculum mapping provides visual 
diagrams or indexes of a curriculum. 
Analyzing a visual representation of the 
curriculum is a good way to quickly and 
eas i ly  ident i fy  potent ia l  gaps,  
redundancies or alignment issues in the 
sequencing of instruction. Curriculum 
maps can be created on paper or with 
software programs or online services 
designed specifically for this purpose. 

· Ident i fy  the instruct ional  
methods that will be used throughout 
the course and consider how they will 
work with student learning styles. If the 
instructional methods are not conducive 
to the curriculum, the instructional design 
or the curriculum design will need to be 
altered accordingly. 

· Establish evaluation methods that 
will be used at the end and during the 
school year to assess learners, 
instructors, and the curriculum. 
Evaluation will help you determine if the 
curriculum design is working or if it is 
failing. Examples of things that should be 
evaluated include the strengths and 
weaknesses of the curriculum and 
achievement rates related to learning 
outcomes. The most effective evaluation 
is ongoing and summative. 

· Remember that curriculum design 
is not a one-step process; continuous 
improvement is a necessity. The design of 
the curriculum should be assessed 
periodically and refined based on 
assessment data. This may involve 
making alterations to the design partway 
through the course to ensure that 
learning outcomes or a certain level of 
proficiency will be achieved at the end of 
the course.

We will continue next week… 
Happy Sunday

(instructional blocks) within a class or 
course. In other words, it is a way for 
teachers to plan instruction. When 
teachers design curriculum, they identify 
what will be done, who will do it, and what 
schedule to follow.

Purpose of Curriculum Design 
Teachers design each curriculum with a 

specific educational purpose in mind. The 
ultimate goal is to improve student 
learning, but there are other reasons to 
employ curriculum design as well. For 
example, designing a curriculum for 
middle school students with both 
elementary and high school curricula in 
mind helps to make sure that learning 
goals are aligned and complement each 
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s we recount the commitment and uncommon 
display of love, unity and patriotism which led to Athe attainment and freedom of Nigeria from 

colonial rule.

Our sovereignty as a Nation on the 1st of October, 1960 
is undoubtedly a mile stone in the progresses made so 
far.

It is on this note that the Chairman, Chief Simon 
Tangni on behalf of members of Plateau State Local 
Government Service Commission, Directors and staff of 
the seventeen Local Government Councils felicitate with 
the President, Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces, 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency, Senator 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu GCFR and the  Vice, Senator 
Kashim Shetima GCON as well as President of the 
Senate, Speaker House of Representatives all, members 
of the National Assembly and indeed all Nigerians in 
commemorating sixty three years of Independence.

We also in the celebration of this historic event, bring 
profound greetings to the advocate of a new Plateau and 
apostle of 'the TIME IS NOW' mantra His Excellency, 
Barrister Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang and his Deputy, 
Ngo Josephine Piyo, the Speaker, Rt Hon. Moses 
Sule, principal officers and members of the 10th house of 
Assembly as well as Chief Judge Justice David Mann 
and indeed the citizens of Plateau State.

Your Excellency Sir, the joy and admiration of your 
pragmatic and sterling antecedence resonates with 
citizens of Plateau State hence they have been deriving 
tremendously since your mounting the saddle as 
Governor.

The marking of the country's 63rd Independence is 
coming on the hills of your vindication by the Election 
Petition Tribunal as the duly elected Governor of Plateau 
State is a further reaffirmation of your administration's 
unwavering commitment to rewriting the Plateau story.

With the legal hurdle now set aside by the Election 
Petition Tribunal, your unrelenting strive for the 
enthronement of peace to enable the machinery of 
Government consolidate on the gains so far recorded, the 
state shall now witness another phase of pragmatism just 
as envisioned with the struggles of our Nation's founding 
fathers.

Mr. Governor Sir, our bidding for the implementation of 
reforms aimed at reinvigorating effective and efficient 
service delivery at the third tire is on course and we 
pledge in alignment with your 'TIME IS NOW' philosophy 
which is a catalyst to reconfigure the Local Government 
Service to meet set goals and objectives. 

Once again happy Independence to all Nigerians.

Aminchi K. Joshua
Information Officer

For: Chairman

Independence Goodwill Message
From

Plateau State Local Government Service Commission
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Governor Mutfwang approves 
hazard allowance for health workers

OVERNOR Caleb 
Manasseh Mutfwang Gof Plateau State, has 

approved hazard allowance 
demanded by the Plateau 
State health workers 
starting from September 
2023 to further enhance 
health service delivery in 
the state.

 The state Head of Civil 
Service, Barr. (Mrs) Rauta J. 
Dakok, disclosed this 
recently while playing host 
to the state chapter of the 
Joint Negotiating Council 
who paid her a courtesy 
visit in her office at the JD 
Gomwalk Secretariat Jos, 
the state capital. 

She said, "I had to go and 
see the Governor on 
Sunday and discuss the 
outcome of our meeting on 
Saturday.

  "I presented the memo 
to the Governor and 
explained to him your issue 
a n d  h e  r e l u c t a n t l y  
approved. I immediately 
minuted it to the salary 
consultant and we agreed 
t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  
i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  
September.. 

  "So, we need your 
coopera t i on .  Do  no t  
disappoint us. I want to 
plead with you, the health 
workers, including doctors, 
to not be selfish. Others 
among you are working in 
the same Civil Service and it 
is not fair that one side got 
an increment and the other 

did not. Let us always be 
reasonable because we all 
go to the same market", 
she appealed.

  Dakok, however, warned 
civil servants in the state to 
take their jobs seriously 
and handle every file 
according to Civil Service 
Rules and not based on 
their political affiliations or 
interests because it was 
time for governance and 
politics. 

She urged unions to settle 
their problems first at the 
MDAs levels and not 
directly at the office of Head 
Of Service so that they can 
be dealt with accordingly.

  Earlier, the out-gone 
Plateau State Chairman of 
Joint Negotiating Council 
(JNC), Comrade Titus 
Malau,  congratu lated 

Governor Caleb Mutfwang, 
on his victory at the tribunal 
and the Head of Service on 
her appointment, assuring 
her of JNC's cooperation.

  On his part, the Acting 
State Chairman of Joint 
N e g o t i a t i n g  C o u n c i l ,  
Comrade Fwengak Daniel 
Yilbissa, thanked the Head 
Of Service for being a 
mother to them at any point 
they forward their request to 
her and promised to give her 
the needed support and 
cooperation.

  Meanwhile, the state 
Chairman of the Joint 
Association of Health Union, 
Comrade Selkur Dashe, 
appreciated Governor Caleb 
Mutfwang, for approving 
their request and promised 
not to disappoint the trust 
reposed in them.

lateau State Deputy PG o v e r n o r ,  M r s  

Josephine Piyo has visited 

the Family of Thomas 

Fwinbe and commiserated 

with them over the loss of 

their son, Fwinbe Gofwan, 

who was lynched by a mob 

at the Domkat Bali Road in 

Jos on Monday. 
Piyo in a condolence visit, 

described the death of the 

young man as painful and 

regretted that life was 

snuffed out of him in an 

inhumane and ungodly 

manner.
The Deputy Governor, 

who prayed God grants him 

eternal rest and the family 

the fortitude to bear the 

irreparable loss, called on 

security agencies to wade 

into action immediately and 

bring the perpetrators of 

the dastardly act to book. 
She called on citizens of 

the state to be their 

Arrest killers of Fwinbe Gofwan, 
Piyo tells security 

brothers' keeper as the 

state is known for peaceful 

coexistence and communal 

living by all.
Mr Simon Gofwan, who 

spoke on behalf of the 

family, thanked the Deputy 

Governor and government 

of the state for identifying 

with them in their moment 

of grief. 
Gofwan called on the 

government to ensure that 

the killers of their son are 

arrested and made to face 

the consequences of their 

actions. 

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Mutfwang

he  P l a t eau  S t a t e  TGovernment says it is 
committed to tackling 
c h i l d h o o d  v a c c i n e  
preventable diseases In the 
state.

To this end, it has 
undertaken a total overhaul 
of the health sector to 
ensure effective health care 
delivery.

Governor Caleb Mutfwang 
disclosed this at the flag off 
of the September 2023, 
National Immunization Plus 
Days, NIPDs in the state 
which took place at the 
Tudun Wada Pr imary 
Healthcare Centre, Jos 
North Local Government of 
the state, recently. 

Gove rno r  Mu t fwang  
represented by his Deputy, 
Josephine Piyo, said in 
collaboration with partners 
such as UNICEF, National 
P r i m a r y  H e a l t h c a r e  
Deve lopment  Agency  
among others have been 
working tirelessly to provide 
quality health care and 
immunization services to all 
eligible children.

The September 2023 
NIPDs, according to the 
governor, are aimed at 
b o o s t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  
immunity and stopping the 
t r a n sm i s s i o n  o f  t h e  
Circulating Variant Polio 
Virus, CPV2 in the state.

He urged parents and 

PLSG tackles childhood preventable diseases
By DUMAH RANDONG

guardians to bring their 
children for vaccine and 
other routine immunization 
services from September 
29th to October 3rd, 2023 
to help achieve population 
immunity and improve 
immunization coverage in 
the state. 

He appreciated all the 
partners for their coverage 
a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  i n  
providing health care 
services to children in the 
state.

Administrative and Chief 
Executive Officer, National 
Primary Care Development 
Agency, NPHDA, Dr Faisal 
Shuaib, represented by a 
Zonal Director in the 
Agency,  Mr   O towo  
Kennedy, said they were 
doing a lot to protect people 
against killer diseases in the 
country.

He noted some states 
were experiencing health 
emergencies such as 
diphtheria, malaria and 
other tropical diseases.

Dr Faisal Shuaib disclosed 
the outbreak of a new CPV2 
polio virus in Borno State. 
He urged that all hands 
must be on deck to forestall 
t he  r eemergence  o f   
poliomyelitis cases in the 
state.

Commissioner of Health, 
D r.  C l e t u s  S h u r k u k  

appreciated the role being 
played by stakeholders in 
the total eradication of the 
disease.

Dr. Shurkuk highlighted 
immunization as one of the 
c o m m o n  w a y s  o f  
preventing the disease.

He called on all parents to 
ensure that children from 
zero to 59 months were 
administered the polio 
vaccine.

O n  h i s  p a r t ,  
Commissioner for Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  
C h i e f t a i n c y  A f f a i r s ,  
Ephraim Usman pledged to 
ensure  tha t  a l l  the  
seventeen LGAs in the state 
were covered.

Executive Secretary, 
Primary Healthcare Board, 
Dr Raymond Juryet said 
significant progress has 
been recorded under the 
administration of Governor 
Ca leb Mutfwang and 
assured of meeting the 
programme target under 
the leadership of the 
D e p u t y  G o v e r n o r ,  
Josephine Piyo. 

He thanked partners for 
success recorded so far.

There were Good-will 
messages from partners 
such as World Health 
Organization, WHO, Rotary 
International who all 
commended the state 
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  i t s  
remarkable achievement in 
eradicating polio. They 
pledged their continued 
support.

Gbong Gwom Jos, Jacob 
Gyang Buba represented 
by the Gwom Rwei of 
R i y o m ,  S a m u e l  J o k  
stressed the need for 
sensitization among the 
traditional rulers who will in 
turn talk to their people 
about the importance of the 
exercise.

The representative of the 
gove rno r  and  o the r  
d i g n i t a r i e s  l a t e r  
administered the vaccine to 
some children.

By DUMAH RANDONG

Ndagoso

Piyo

Shinkur

he Archbishop of Kaduna, TMost Rev Matthew Man-
Oso Ndagoso, recently 
conferred Papal Honours on 
19  r e c i p i en t s  o f  t he  
A r chd iocese  i n c l ud ing  
priests, religious and laity 
owing to their invaluable 
contribution to the Church 
and humanity.

The thanksgiving Mass and 
investiture of Monsignors, 
Papal Knights and medalists 
which held at the St Joseph's 
Cathedral, Kaduna, attracted 
priests, religious, lay faithful 
as well as well-wishers in 
their numbers.

Archbishop Ndagoso said 
the event was meant to 
honour and celebrate those 
who have proven themselves 
in the service “not only of the 
church but in the service of 
humanity. They have done a 
l o t .  I  mean,  no th ing  
extraordinary. They have 
done what ordinarily is our 
duty to do as human beings. 

According to him, when the 
opportunity avails itself to 
acknowledge and appreciate 
one of us for what he has 
done and” simply this what 
the Church does. So it's a way 
of encouraging them to try 
and even do more to serve 
humanity, and that is why 
their names were suggested. 

We send them to Rome and 
Holy Father graciously and 
kindly, bestowed these 
honours on them and it is 
these honours that today we 
confer on them on behalf of 
the Holy Father. 

N d a g o s o  h o w e v e r  
lamented the lack of  
leadership based on the 
common good in the country, 
evident by the plethora of 
cha l lenges bedev i l l ing  
Nigeria. "We have no 
business being poor. We have 
no business with our citizens 
going to bed hungry”, if only 
our leaders channel the 
resources for the common 
good.

One of the recipients, Dame 
Lauretia Laraba Mallam, 
humbled by the honour, 
said”:I cannot thank God 
enough, because this is a 

rare opportunity. We are here 
celebrating an award that 
came from Rome. It is the 
Lord's doing, the Lord had 
done it even before we were 
born. He knew that we'll be 
here today to be celebrated, 
because He knows the type of 
life we'll live when we are 
born. ”

The former Minister further 
hinted on her innate attributes 
since birth as one who has 
passion for the poor, needy 
and humanity. ” I was not 
doing what I did that gave me 
this award for anybody to 
celebrate or appreciate me.

Another Awardee, Papal 
Knight Stephen Orgar, elated, 
said” I feel very humbled, 
weak in everything, because 
this is grace, nothing to do 
with any of us, it's just the 
grace of God. He however said 
the award is a task to do 

Archbishop confers Papal honour on 19 recipients 
From JOHN FWAH Kaduna 

News















HE Transition Implementation Committee Chairman of Langtang North Local 
Government Council, Hon. Godwin Nanmwa Kumzhi, on behalf of the Executive and TTraditional Councils, management & staff of the Council and indeed the entire peace 

loving people of Langtang North LGA, join well-meaning Nigerians, home and abroad in 
felicitating with the President and Commander in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency, Bola Ahmed Tinubu (GCFR), the Vice President, His 
Excellency, Kashim Shettima (GCON), Senate President, Senator Godswill Akpabio and 
members of the Senate, Speaker, Tajudeen Abbas and members of the House of 
Representatives, the Governor of Plateau State, His Excellency, Barr. Caleb Manasseh 
Mutfwang, his deputy, Her Excellency, Mrs. Josephine Piyo, Speaker and members of the 
Plateau State House of Assembly as well as the entire citizens of our great country on this 
memorable occasion of the 63rd Anniversary celebration of our political independence.

Indeed, Nigeria as a sovereign state is truly blessed with both human and material resources 
and having a strong veil of unity; has come a long way in our democratic journey towards 
sustaining our remarkable feat as the giant of Africa.

While we felicitate with Nigeria and Nigerians on the celebration of our nationhood, we, in 
Langtang North Local Government are proud to identify with the “TIME IS NOW” mantra of the 
Governor Caleb Mutfwang led administration on the Plateau; anchored on securing Plateau 
and placing her on the trajectory of socio-economic development.

Although the challenges are enormous, they are not insurmountable. The best is still possible 
and the time is now.

Once more, congratulations to all Nigerians.

Long live the Federal Republic of Nigeria!
Long live Plateau State!!
Long live Langtang North LGC!!!

SIGNED:
NANKAP FRIDAY PAITOS,

Information Officer,
For: TIC Chairman, Langtang North LGC

Congratulatory Message 

UNITY AND FAITH PEACE AND PROGRESS

From 

Langtang North LGCLangtang North LGC

Congratulatory Message 

Hearty Cheers! Nigeria @ 63
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nce upon a time, the heart 
of Jos was the envy of Omost states. Everything 

was orderly. Sellers of clothes 
were in the market and so were 
the sellers of food stuff. The roads 
were used for the purposes they 
were built for. Garbage was 
disposed of in the right place as at 
when due. We didn't appreciate 
what we had. 

Immediately the administration 
of Governor Caleb Manasseh 
Mutfwang took over the mantle of 
leadership, one of the actions he 
took, was declaring a state of 
emergency on environmental 
sanitation. Prior to that, his 
predecessor, Simon Bako Lalong, 
had resurrected the monthly 
sanitation exercise. But it was not 
implemented strictly. Mutfwang 
has made it a point of duty by 
ensuring that it is enforced. And 
those  who  d i s regard  i t ,  
immediately face mobile courts 
where they are  charged 
accordingly. 

  Overgrown grasses and shrubs 
are now the norm around us. The 
most worrisome are those seen in 
the heart of the city especially 
around public spaces, institutions 
and even offices. For a state 
whose logo is ' peace and tourism 
' an unkempt environment calls 
for concern. It gives us a very bad 
name among the comity of 
states. 

 One of the things most 
governments are engaged in is 
selling their states to investors. 
To sell one's product successfully 
involves packaging. If Plateau will 
make a headway in that direction, 
then some measures have to be 
taken to make that a reality. 

A drive around town has 
revealed how unkempt the 
environment around most public 
institutions are. Take for 
instance, the long stretch of 
Airforce Military School fence that 
faces the road that goes down to 
Rayfield, seat of government, it is 
overgrown with shrubs. And it 
makes the area look bad. In the 
past, the school authority used to 
ensure it was well trimmed. 

The outward appearance of 
most offices, schools, institutions 
are wearing an unkempt outlook. 
Where there should be flowers, 
one sees overgrown grasses or 
shrubs. A good example are 
properties opposite St Finbarr's 
Catholic Church, Rayfield. This is 
the same road that leads to 
Gove rnmen t  House .  The  
attention of the owners of these 
properties should be drawn to the 
f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a  
responsibility to keep the 
property neat not only inside but 
outside because it affects how the 
state looks. 

 It is also on record that majority 
of these structures are residential 
houses of people who do not live 
here on the Plateau, but wish to 
have a gigantic building and only 
employed the services of young 
people as security to look after 
their property without any 
serious maintenance.

 Most of these houses are 
around Rayfield, Millionaire 
Quarters, Ibrahim Taiwo, JD 
Gomwalk road, Yakubu Gowon 
Way, Murtala Muhammad Way, 
Apollo Crescent , both State and 
Federal Low Cost, Bukuru 
Express Way and so on. Sadly, as 
beautiful as these buildings are, 
maintaining their surroundings is 
a problem.

We are not in any way 
discouraging lovers of Jos-
Plateau from coming to build 
here, but helping in making 
Plateau healthy, beautiful and 
safe is what we are requesting. It 
is possible that you were 
attracted to the state by its 
serene environment, clement 
weather, beautiful topographical 
setting and hospitable nature of 
its residents. However,  we are 
requesting that you help in 
making this town more beautiful 
and attractive. 

 Unfortunately, more attention 
is always given to grasses inside 
the premises, leaving the side 
facing the road bushy until the 
exit of rainy season when they 
are gathered and burnt. This is 
making the beautiful city not 
attractive and we do not expect 
government or Plateau State 
Ministry of Environment to send 

its cleaners to these institutions 
or houses to clear the grasses for 
us.

Although, some few have 
interlocking tiles to the road lane, 
but majority of these institutions 
and houses do not care about 
how their outside view looks like. 
For some institutions, all they 
care about is what their take 
home would be at the end of 
every month. 

 They fail to understand that 
when you fail to make the 
environment of your organisation 
clean and attractive to whoever 
comes in, you are destroying 
what it was meant for and it 
affects patronage especially 
w h e n  i t  i s  a  b u s i n e s s  
organisation.

 Even for the fear of snakes and 
other reptiles, one needs not be 
told to cut those grasses to avoid 
any avoidable incidents that may 
bring pain to us while still at work 
or on our way out. It is not safe to 
deliberately create hiding places 
for these dangerous reptiles in a 
big city like this.

  This has made the beautiful 
city of Jos look untidy of recent. It 
is of note that we are exiting the 
rainy season having witnessed 
regular downpour and it has 
ensured grasses are outgrown 
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everywhere. But it should not be 
a reason for  us to leave the 
environment bushy.

Government on its part should 
make deliberate efforts to ensure 
the citizenry use the time 
dedicated for the sanitation for 
the purpose it was meant for. 
This may involve engaging the 
s e r v i c e s  o f  s a n i t a t i o n  
supervisors in areas they are 
familiar with. What obtains in 
most households is that they use 
the sanitation hours to sleep 
longer hours and afterwards, 
play sports until the sanitation is 
over. 

Plateau State can borrow a leaf 
from Lagos State. Every end of 
month, a particular day of the 
week has been chosen as 
environmental sanitation day for 
the market and business 
community. On this particular 
day, the market does not open 
until after their sanitation. The 
way it is carried out, everyone 
gets involved. This exercise has 
brought sanity to the market. 

 It would be recalled that years 
back, the state government 
contracted waste management 
to some private organisations, 
but not much was achieved. 
Although, it started well but it 
crashed along the line either for 

non compliance on the side of 
the  c i t i zens  or  lack  o f  
seriousness on the part of the 
contractors. Only God knows!

In spite of the several meetings 
and negotiations between these 
contractors and the State 
Ministry of Environment over the 
years, waste materials and 
grasses were seen along our 
major streets. It is possible that 
the failure of this privatization 
was what forced government to 
go back to the old practice of 
str ict monthly sanitation 
exercise.

  However, it will also be good if 
government would instruct 
institutions and residential 
houses to not just stay indoors 
during this exercise as a sign of 
respect to the order, but should 
b e  s een  c l e a r i ng  t h e i r  
surroundings. All hands should 
be on deck to change the look of 
Plateau State. 

  In fact, drastic step should be 
taken against these institutions 
or residential houses who 
deliberately leave grasses to 
outgrow, so that, our dream of 
being the tourism haven of 
Nigeria would be achieved. It 
may not be out of place to 
sensitize the people even as a 
fine could be charged against 
any defaulter.

METRO-FOCUSMETRO-FOCUS

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Giving Jos a new look





From 
Plateau State Specialist Hospital

Independence Goodwill Message 

AITH PEACE AND PRO AND F GREITY SSUN

Signed:
TALATU ACHAN ANGI ANIPR

Public Relation Officer
For: Management Plateau 
State Specialist Hospital

HE Chief Medical Director, Prof. Christopher Sabo Yilgwan on 
behalf of the management and the entire State of Plateau state TSpecialist Hospital, Jos heartily join the entire people of Plateau 

State in facilitating with His Excellency, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang the 
Executive Governor of Plateau State and his Deputy Her Excellency Ngo 
Josephine Piyo, the Plateau State Executive Council, the National and 
State House of Assembly members, the Judiciary, Plateau State Traditional 
Council and the entire hospitable and peace loving people of Plateau State 
on the occasion of Nigerian’s 63rd independence day celebrations.

As we celebrate this year independence day, we wish to salute and cherish 
the memories of our Heroes past, who made it possible. Our renewed hope 
and commitments in the Plateau project of our dreams is further 
substantiated with the tribunal victory of our dear Governor. Indeed, all 
distractions are over and the “TIME IS NOW” to move Plateau State 
forward.

Your Excellency Sir, your few months in office have re-kindled the hope of 
the people of Plateau State that you are a tested, trusted, dedicated, 
sacrificial and God fearing leader who has the political, economic, spiritual 
will and capacity to move Plateau to it God’s ordained place.

Some of these evident in your dynamic and pragmatic decisions so far 
taken. Your swift response in the health sector cannot go unnoticed 
especially your recent approval of an improved hazard allowance for Health 
workers, payments of back logs of unpaid salaries, demonstrated the 
importance the “TIME IS NOW” administration attached to the healthcare 
of its citizenry.

In addition, your recent visit to the hospital and your commitment to 
completing all the abandoned projects as well as initiating new ones in the 
hospital assures us of your desire to make Plateau State a medical tourism 
destination globally.

May your tenure be filled with 
continuous positive impact for the 
collective benefit of our dear and 
cherished state.

Happy 63rd independence day to 
all Nigerians at home and in 
diaspora.

Long live Plateau State Specialist 
Hospital!
Long live Plateau Stat!!
Long live the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria!!!
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HE Director General, Management, and entire staff of the Plateau 
State Contributory Healthcare Management Agency (PLASCHEMA), TDr. Agabus Nanfwang Manasseh join other Nigerians in rejoicing 

with His Excellency, Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the President of the Federal 
republic of Nigeria, and His excellency, Barrister Caleb Manasseh 
Mutfwang, the Executive Governor of Plateau State on the occasion of 

rdNigeria's 63  Independence anniversary celebration.

We also extend our heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to the 
Speaker and Honorable members of the Plateau State House of Assembly, 
as well as all the peace-loving people of Plateau State on this momentous 
day which stands as our national pride and resilience.

As an Agency dedicated to the well-being of our citizens and the pursuit of 
Universal Health coverage in Plateau State, we recognize the importance 
of this day in our Nation's history. Our mandate to regulate, supervise, and 
implement the State social Health Insurance Scheme aligns with the 
broader goal of ensuring financial protection for individuals and families 
from the burden of exorbitant medical bills.

We seize this opportunity to congratulate His Excellency, the Executive 
Governor of Plateau State, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang on the 
resounding affirmation of his election 
by the Governorship Election Petition 
Tribunal. This triumph is a testament 
to the overwhelming mandate the 
people of Plateau State gave you in the 
March 2023 elections.

May this Independence Day serve as a 
r e m i n d e r  o f  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  
commitment to progress, unity, and 
the well-being of our citizens. 
Together we can achieve a healthier, 
more prosperous future for all. Happy 
Independence Day, Nigeria!

Signed:
Dr. Agabus Nanfwang Manasseh
Director General, PLASCHEMA

Plateau State Contributory 
Healthcare Management Agency 

(PLASCHEMA)

Goodwill Message 
From 

Prof. Yilgwan
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ev Dr Yakubu Pam, 
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  RSecretary of the 

Nigeria Christian Pilgrims 
Commission (NCPC), was 
recently honored with the 
p r e s t i g i o u s  P e a c e  
Ambassador Award by 
Citizen FM, Abuja. 

Mr Salmon Salami, the 
Chief Operating Officer of 
Citizen FM, presented the 
formal letter of the award 
to Rev Pam in his office on 
September 29, 2023.

Expressing his gratitude, 
Rev Pam mentioned that he 
was deeply delighted to 
receive this recognition 
from Citizen FM. He 
emphasized that h is 
dedication to promoting 
peace was not for personal 
recognition but for the 
betterment of the country.

 He also stressed the 
importance of fostering 
peaceful coexistence and 
good governance at the 
grassroots level.

Rev Dr Yakubu Pam 
e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  
importance of peace and 
harmony in the country, 
especially in the face of 
various challenges and 
conflicts. He reiterated his 
commitment to working 
tirelessly to promote 
p e a c e b u i l d i n g  a n d  
reconciliation among all 
Nigerians, regardless of 
their religious or ethnic 
differences.

Rev Pam commended 
Citizen FM for their unique 
contribution to promoting 
peace and stated that their 
efforts would undoubtedly 
benefit the nation. He 
expressed confidence that 
the FM station would reap 
the rewards of their 
endeavors in due course.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  
Exe cu t i ve  Se c r e t a r y  
expressed his gratitude to 
the management of Citizen 
FM for acknowledging his 
efforts and recognizing the 
significant role he plays in 
advocating for peace. He 
u r g e d  o t h e r  m e d i a  
organizations to prioritize 
the promotion of peace and 
harmony in their coverage, 
as this would contribute to 
national development and 
peaceful coexistence.

In his remarks, Mr 
Salmon Salami, the Chief 
Operating Officer of Citizen 
FM, praised Rev Dr Yakubu 
Pam for his tireless efforts 
in promoting peace and 
unity in Nigeria. He 
highlighted the impact of 
the Executive Secretary's 
initiatives and programs in 
f o s t e r i n g  i n t e r f a i t h  
d i a l ogue ,  p romo t i ng  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  
preventing conflicts.

Mr Salami stated that the 
decision to honor Rev Dr 
Y a k u b u  P a m  a s  a  
d i s t i n gu i s h ed  Pe a c e  
Ambassador was based on 
h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  
p e a c e b u i l d i n g .  H e  
commended the Executive 
Secretary for being an 
exemplary leader and 
urged him to continue his 
good work.

The Peace Ambassador 
award presentation is 
scheduled to take place at a 
ceremony organized by 
C i t i z e n  F M ,  w h e r e  
prominent individuals, 
government of f ic ia ls ,  
religious leaders, and 
members of the public will 
gather to celebrate the 
achievements of Rev Dr 
Yakubu Pam and other 
d i s t i n gu i s h ed  p ea c e  
advocates.

The award serves as a 
m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
Executive Secretary to 
redouble his efforts in 
promoting peace and 
harmony in the country. 
Rev Dr Yakubu Pam 
remains committed to his 
role in the Nigeria Christian 
Pilgrim Commission and 
will continue to work 
towards peacebuilding, 
reconciliation, and unity 

NCPC boss honored as
Distinguished Peace Ambassador 

NUDGOSA set for 2023 
National Convention

By FWENJI GO'AR 

HE Nawair Ud Deen TGrammar School, Old 

Students Association, 

NUDGOSA, Obantoko, 

Abeokuta, Ogun State has 

put in place all modalities 

to hold its 2023 National 

Convention at the school's 

main field between 14th 

and 16th of December, 

2023.
The decision was made 

during a meeting of the 

N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  

Committee of NUDGOSA, 

Na t i ona l  Conven t i on  

C e n t r a l  W o r k i n g  

Committee, Chairmen and 

Secretaries of Chapters 

and Sets at the school 

compound recently. 
The Chairman, NEC, 

Honourable Fasiu Bakenne, 

who also doubles as the 

chairman CWC, in his 

remarks said that the 

meeting was primarily 

meant to discuss and 

assess the preparedness 

towards the national 

convention and to review 

and approve the proposals 

and submissions of the 

constituted committees.
The National General 

Secretary and Chairman, 

1980 set, Mr Bode Fabule 

highlighted the order of the 

event to include roadwalk 

a n d  d e b a t e / q u i z  

competition for day one, 

j u m a t  s e r v i c e  a n d  

chapters/sets night for day 

two, and a grand finale 

which includes anniversary 

lecture, project launch, 

project commissioning and 

donations for the third day.
Fabule also highlighted 

s o m e  p r e v i o u s  

achievements of the old 

students which include 

construction of blocks of 

classrooms, renovation of 

blocks of classrooms, 

furnishing of laboratories 

and donation of computer 

sets to the school. 
O t h e r  p r e v i o u s  

a c h i e v e m e n t s  w e r e  

sponsorship of sporting 

activities, sponsorship of 

production of the school 

magaz ine ,  award  o f  

scholarship to indigent 

students, and the ongoing 

c on s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

multipurpose school hall.
D a m i l o l a  S a n n i ,  

Chairman, Mobilization and 

Publicity Committee and 

Publicity Secretary of the 

1980 set, highlighted goals 

and expectations of the 

2023  conven t i on  as  

mobilization of funds for 

t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  

development of the school, 

launching of projects, and 

strengthening of bonds 

among the old students.
Sanni said that the 1980 

set donated a three 

classroom block during the 

last convention and is also 

planning another project 

for presentation during the 

coming 2023 convention.
C h a i r m a n ,  2 0 2 3  

Convention Fund Raising 

Committee, Dr Lateef 

O d e k u n l e ,  s a i d  t h e  

convention is the largest 

assembly of all old students 

and is a forum that enables 

all old students from all 

over the world and all walks 

of life to connect with their 

alma mater and with one 

another and that the 

meeting offers  valuable 

resources and networking 

opportunities with a rich 

platform for bonding and 

camaraderie.
Nawair Ud Deen Grammar 

School was established on 

the 19 of January, 1962 in 

Elega, Abeokuta by the 

Nawair Ud Deen Society of 

Nigeria.
The school started in full in 

1964 when they moved to 

their permanent site at 

Obantoko, Abeokuta.

Pam

takeholders at the just Sc o n c l u d e d  B u i l t  
Environment and Building 
Materials Exhibition have 
declared the West African 
Ceramic Limited (WACL) as 
leading in made in Nigeria 
tiles

The ceramic company 
located in Ajaokuta Local 

Government Area of Kogi 
State was also adjudged as 
the highest employer of 
indigenes of the state.

The stakeholders made 
the declaration during the 
grand finale of the Building 
Exhibition held recently in 
Lokoja, the Kogi State 
capital.

Arc. Onyiuke Amaka, 
representing the Managing 

Director of WACL, Bhaskar 
Rao, at the event, disclosed 
that the company, makers 
of Royal Tiles, Royal 
Marb les  and Natura l  
Granites has become a 
household name in Kogi 
State, nationally and 
internationally owing to the 
reliability of its products.

Amaka also revealed that 
the West African Ceramic 
C o m p a n y  s i n c e  i t s  
establishment, remained 
the highest employer of 
Kog i  ind igenes."Over  
twenty thousand of its 
employees come from Kogi 
State, " she revealed. 

According to her, aside 
o f fe r ing  emp loyment  
opportunities to Kogi 
people, the company is 
e q u a l l y  p r o v i d i n g  
C o r p o r a t e  S o c i a l  
Responsibilities to the host 
communities spanning 
t h r o u g h :  a w a r d  o f  
scholarships, medical  
outreaches, succour to 

flood victims and other 
assistance to communities 
across the state.

The convener of the Kogi 
Built Environment and 
B u i l d i n g  M a t e r i a l s  
Exh ib i t i on ,  Eng inee r  
Oladipo Bayode, recalled 
that the WACL through its 
Managing Director, Bhaskar 
Rao has partnered with this 
event since the inaugural 
edition in 2017 

 Bayode called for the 
cooperation of the host 
community and urged the 
people to continue to assist 
in the provision of logistics 
support for the  smooth 
operation of the company 
in Kogi State

He explained that when 
Made in Nigeria products 
are being patronised locally 
a n d  e x p o r t e d  t o  
international markets, it 
wil l  help in bui lding 
N i g e r i a ' s  d w i n d l i n g  
economy.

Building Materials Exhibition: WACL leads in tiles production
From AMEDU JOSEPH,

Lokoja

Bello

Ado

he newly elected TCaretaker Chairman 

of the Police Children 

School, Zaria Road Jos, Mr 

Namu Sanusi Allahnana 

has said that he would 

ensure that the rights of 

parents and teachers 

would be protected.
Allahnana stated this 

r e c e n t l y  d u r i n g  a  

congress meeting where 

they were elected to serve 

as the new PTA Executive .
According to him, he 

would ensure that the PTA 

ha s  a  p l a t f o rm  t o  

communicate without 

hindrance. 'I will not be a 

party to a situation where 

parents and teachers are 

harassed .
He urged parents to 

always forward their 

c o m p l a i n t s  t o  t h e  

Executive for a dialogue 

than to keep malice with 

one another.
Mr Namu Sanusi said as 

the Chairman (PTA), he 

would make his phone 

numbers available to all 

parents to call and get 

clarification on any issues 

of concern. 
Earlier in her speech, the 

Headmistress of the 

school, Mrs Zainab Ado, 

congratulated the newly 

elected Exco over what 

she described as a well 

deserved choice. 
She advised them to 

carry all parents and 

teachers along so as to 

erase doubt.
She also urged them to 

be free and fair to all 

parents,adding that it is 

only by doing so that they 

will make their work easy.

Rights of parents, teachers will be protected - PTA Chairman

By NAMU SANUSI



victor, no vanquish,” the ills 

of that war seems to be 

hovering around till today. 

Gowon himself was to be 

toppled by General Murtala 

Ramat Muhammed in 1976 

while he (Gowon) was in far 

away Kampala, Uganda for 

a meeting of the then 

Organization for Africa 

Unity (OAU). Several 

events followed leading to 

the assassination of the 

Head of state, General 

Murtala Ramat Muhammed 

till October 1979 when the 

military high command,  

led by General Olusegun 

Aremu Obasano handed 

over to a democratically 

e l e c t e d  g o v e r n m e n t  

headed by Alhaji Shehu 

Usman Shagari.
Again, the civilian party 

was soon to be over as the 

A l h a j i  S h a g a r i - l e d  

government was sacked by 

the military exactly at the 

twilight of its first term of 

four (4) years in 1983. 

Replaced by Major General 

Muhammadu Buhari it 

con t i nued  to  be  an  

avalanche of military coups. 

General Buhari with all the 

rhetoric of corrective 

regime lasted for only 

was just but a matter of 

time before the military 

hawks, stepin. It would be 

recalled that General 

Babangida cunningly left 

General Sani Abacha as 

Chief of Defence  Staff. So, 

it was a matter of time 

before Chief Shonekan 

would get lost. And it took 

no time for that to come to 

past.
With General Abacha on 

the saddle, Nigeria entered 

perhaps its, worst face of 

draconian dictatorship as 

no voice of dissent was 

spared and indeed, the fear 

of Abacha the dark-goggled 

Kanuri-born General was 

the beginning of wisdom. 

The fear of it all was that, 

General Abacha clearly 

wanted to transmuted from 

the dreaded mi l i tary 

dictator that he wanted to 

become an unknown, 

unpredictable c iv i l ian 

president that he wanted to 

be. But for “div ine” 

intervention”, only God 

knows where Nigeria, the 

giant of Africa would have 

been at the moment.
Then enters General 

Abdulsalami Abubabar who 

cautiously guided Nigeria to 
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eighteen months as he was 

hoved aside by the gap-

t o o t h e d  M i n n a - b o r n  

General Ibrahim Badamasi 

Babangida.
General Babangida would 

go down in Nigeria's history 

as one of the leaders that 

ran the longest and 

c o s t l i e s t  t r a n s i t i o n  

progamme. Yet, he took 

Nigerians on a ride as the 

t rans i t ion  progamme 

became a sham.  It simply 

came to naught. Indeed, it 

became a nightmare to 

Nigeria and for Nigerians as 

the (in) famous June 12, 

debacle almost led Nigeria 

to another war. The June 12 

election mishap popularly 

believed to have been won 

by the late business mogul, 

Chief Moshood Kashimawo 

Olawale Abiola, otherwise 

known as MKO Abiola of the 

Social Democratic Party 

( S D P )  h a s  b e c o m e  

N i g e r i a ' s  e l e c t i o n  

albatross:
With General Babangida 

“stepping aside” and with 

the contraption called 

I n t e r i m  N a t i o n a l  

Government (ING) headed 

by the late boardoom guru, 

Chief Ernest Shonekan, it 

a n o t h e r  r e t u r n  t o  

democratic rule in 1999. At 

the moment, the man on 

the saddle is a protagonist 

of the June 12 struggle and 

apostle of the late Chief 

M.K.O. Abiola-Aj iwaju 

Ahmed Bola Tinubu. Though 

since 1999, Chief Olusegun 

Aremu Obasanjo, Alhaji 

Umaru Musa Yar'Adua, Mr. 

Goodluck Ebele Jonathan 

and Muhammadu Buhari 

heldsway, the man of the 

moment is Asiwaju Ahmed 

Bola Tinubu.
By all standards, with over 

twenty (20) years of 

uninterrupted democratic 

government, Nigeria can be 

said to have taken a giant 

stride in this direction 

considering  the coup-prone 

nature of the country. But is 

it yet Uhuru for Nigerians? 

Are Nigerians getting and 

enjoying the dividends of 

democracy? After about 

twenty-four (24) years of 

t h e  m u c h  m o u t h e d  

“government of the people, 

for the people and by the 

people”, (apology to that 

famous American President, 

Abraham Lincoln), do 

Nigerians have something 

good to show?

Though the incumbent 

–Asiwaju Ahmed Bola 

Tinubu inherited myraid of 

problems i t  becomes 

incumbent on him to 

p r o v i d e  s o l u t i o n s .  

Insecurity, unemployment, 

l a c k  o f  m e d i c a r e ,  

corruption, poverty and 

hunger are amongst so 

many malaise bedeviling 

the country. Does the 

Jagaban have the magic 

wand to turn things around? 

And with the recent removal 

of the “legendary dubious” 

fuel subsidy, Nigerians are 

not finding things easy. And 

what about the looming 

strike action from the 

umbrella bodies of workers, 

t h e  N i g e r i a  L a b o u r  

Congress (NLC) and the 

Trade Union Congress 

(TUC)? In past sixty three 

(63) years of its existence 

as an Independent nation, 

one can say with truth that 

this is the most trying times 

for Nigerians. Indeed, 

Nigerians are “livingin hell”  

The re fo re ,  P res i den t  

Ahmed Bola Tinubu should 

as a matter of necessity up-

his-ante so that there can 

be, literally, light at the end 

of the tunnel.

Continued from page 10

Nigeria at 63, any hope?
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he Management and the entire Staff of the Plateau State 
Pilgrims Welfare Board warmly felicitate with the TPresident and Commander in-Chief of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency, President Bola Ahmed 

Tinubu (GCFR);  the Vice President Alh. Kashim Shettima 

(GCON);  the Senate President,  Sen.  Godswill Akpabio,  the 
Speaker House of Representative Rt. Hon. Tajudeen Abbas,  
and all members of the National Assembly on this auspicious 
day of Nigeria's 63rd Independence Anniversary.
We also felicitate with our dear Governor of Plateau State, 

His Excellency Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang, the 
Deputy Governor Ngo Josephine Piyo, Speaker of the 

Plateau State House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. Moses Sule;  the 
Plateau State Chief Judge, Justice David Gwong Mann;  the 
Chairman,  Plateau State Traditional Council of Chiefs and 
Amirs,  His Royal Highness Da Jacob Gyang Buba (CFR), 
Gbong Gwom Jos;  members of the Plateau State House of 
Assembly;  members of the State Executive Council,  the 
Political class and the entire Citizens of Plateau State.

As we celebrate Nigeria's 63rd  year of nation-hood, we 
salute the commitment and dogged determination of our 
amiable Governor Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang for 
working hard to return Plateau State to its glorious position, a 
path of success and prosperity as evident in your leadership 
quality and the appointment of Men of timber and calibre in 
your Cabinet.
We also salute your support and commitment towards 

fostering an outstanding Christian Pilgrims programs and 
other spiritual exercise in the State.
Your Excellency, we wish you good health, wisdom and 

strength to push through with your Policies and Programs. We 
have no doubt in your courage and ability to surmount all 
leadership and security challenges in Plateau State.
Happy Independence Day celebrations to all Nigerians.
Long live Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Long live Plateau State
Long live Christian Pilgrims Welfare Board.

Signed:
Ruth Kirna'an Ngupar

Director Administration,
CPWB

Independence Anniversary
Goodwill Message from

Christian Pilgrim Welfare Board

Independence Message
From

Ministry of Water Resources 
and Energy, Plateau State

n behalf of the Permanent Secretary, 
Gotau, Management, and staff of the Ministry of Water OResources and Energy, I wish to felicitate with His 

Excellency, Ahmed Bola Tinubu, GCON, President, Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency, Barr. Caleb Manasseh 
Mutfwang, Executive Governor of Plateau State, Her Excellency, Ngo 
Josephine Piyo, Deputy Governor of Plateau State, the Speaker, 
Plateau State House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. Moses Sule, and the 
peace loving people of Plateau State on the occasion of 63rd 
Independence Celebration.
As we celebrate this day of freedom and unity, let us reflect on the 

journey that has brought us here. Our beloved Plateau State has been 
a melting pot of cultures, traditions, and natural beauty for decades. 
Today, we stand strong and united as a symbol of diversity and 
progress.
Let's renew our commitment to peace, unity, and prosperity on this 

special day. Plateau State has always been a shining example of 
coexistence, where different ethnic groups live together in harmony. 
Let's continue to cherish and protect this unity, for it is our strength.
Let us also remember our remarkable progress in education, 

agriculture, and healthcare. Together, we have built a state that is not 
only rich in natural resources but also in human potential, let's harness 
this potential to create a brighter future for all our citizens.
As we hoist our flag high and sing our anthem with pride, let us 

resolve to work hand in hand to overcome challenges and achieve 
greater heights. Plateau State, our home, deserves nothing less than 
our best efforts.
We congratulate His Excellency on the victory of the Election Tribunal 

and express the commitment of the Ministry to ensuring the 
development of the Water and Energy sectors and create the desired 
impact on the lives of Plateau citizens. May the peace and prosperity 
we celebrate today endure for generations to come.
 Happy Independence Day, Plateau State!

Long live the leader of 'the time is NOW' TEAM!
Long live Plateau State!
Long the Federal Republic of Nigeria!

Plateau at Independence Plateau Unity Prosperity For All

Signed:
Noel N. Nkup

Hon. Commissioner

Pharmacist Abel 
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Mr. Paul Jatau, immediate past NUJ Chairman (right) introducing the first female NUJ 
Chairman, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo (left) to the Patronn, HRH Muhammad Sambo Haruna

Emir of Wase, HRH Muhammad Sambo Haruna, outgone Chairman, Paul Jatau, 
Secretary, Peter Amine, first female Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo in a photograph with 
Executive Council of NUJ

Mr. Paul Jatau (standing) introducing the new EXCO to His Royal Highness

NUJ Patron, HRH Muhammad Sambo Haruna, Emir of Wase taking the new EXCO 
round facilities at the Palace

NUJ PATRON RECEIVES NEW NUJ EXCO 
AT HIS PALACE IN WASE

The Emir of Wase and Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Patron, HRH 
Muhammad Sambo Haruna received the new Executive Council of NUJ, led 
by the immediate past Chairman, Mr. Peter Jatau in his Palace, Wase LGA
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HE Commissioner, Ministry of 
Works, Plateau State, Hon. TAdams Bulus Legshak 

heartily felicitate with the President 
and Commander in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces, Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, His Excellency, Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu (GCFR); the Vice President, Alh. Kashim 
Shettima (GCON); the Senate President, Sen. Godswill 
Akpabio; the Speaker House of Representative, Rt. Hon. 
Tajudeen Abbas; the Chief Justice of Nigeria, Justice 
Olukayode Ariwole.
We also felicitate with our dear Governor of Plateau State, His 

Excellency, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang, the Deputy 
Governor Ngo Josephine Piyo, Speaker of the Plateau State 
House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. Moses Sule; the Plateau State Chief 
Judge, Justice David Gwong Mann; the Chairman, Plateau 
State traditional Council, His Royal Highness, Da Jacob Gyang 
Buba (CFR), Gbong Gwom Jos; members of the Plateau State 
House of Assembly; members of the State Executive Council; the 
Political class and the entire hospitable and peace loving People of 
Plateau State on the auspecious day of Nigeria's 63rd 
independence Anniversary.
To our indefatigable Governor, the on-going roads rehabilitation 

is an attestation of your  Sterling leadership qualities and ability to 
deliver a world class social infrastructure to the State. 
We assure you of our loyalty and continues commitment to 

statutory  responsibility. We pray that God will continue to grant 
you wisdom in your productive lifestyle of leadership which is 
aimed at alleviating the plight of the masses.

God bless Nigerians!

Ministry of Works, Plateau State

Signed:
Engr. Beedee M. Bot  

(Officer Overseeing Office of 
the Permanent Secretary)

From
Goodwill Message
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n behalf of the management and staff of the Institute of Human Virology Nigeria, IHVN, 
we wish Mr. President and Commander in-Chief of the Nigerian Armed Forces, Bola OAsiwaju Tinubu,  the Vice President,  Senator Kashim Shettima,  Senate President,  

Senator Godswill Akpabio and all distinguished senators of the 1 0th Assembly,  Speaker,  Federal 
House of Representatives,  Rt. Hon. Tajudeen Abbas and his Honourable Colleagues in the 
Green Chamber of the National Assembly, Chief Justice of the Federation, Justice  Olukayode 

Ariwoola and the entire Judiciary,  Ministers of the Federation,  Federal Capital Territory,  FCT,  
Minister and the 3 6  states governors and their legislators, traditional and religious leaders and all 
Nigerians both at home and the diaspora a happy 63rd Independence Anniversary. 

Our independence, which the First President, Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe said was gotten on a platter 
of gold is characterized by grave, complex and complicated challenges of building a virile,  viable 
and stable nation such as:  crystallization of unity in diversity,  robust democracy,  economic viability,  
security,  protection and promotion of socio-economic wellbeing of the citizens, egalitarianism, 
patriotism and elimination of corruption from the system. 

We can weather all storms of retrogression and stagnation and come out strong, prosperous, 
and formidably united if we are willing, determined, and undaunted. 

As we commemorate our 63rd anniversary, we should always pray, think, and act on the values 
we will add and make our country great.

IHVN wishes us all a memorable Independence Anniversary..

Once again, Happy Independence!
Signed: 

 Dr. Patrick Dakum,
 Chief Executive Officer,

 Institute of Human Virology Nigeria

HAPPY 63RD INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY

INSTITUTE OF HUMAN VIROLOGY NIGERIA

From

Dr. Patrick Dakum

Gov. Mutfwang
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embers  o f  the 
T a i l o r i n g  MA s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

Nigeria (TAN), Kogi State 
Chapter, have unanimously 
endorsed the gubernatorial 
candidate of  the A l l  
Progressives Congress, 
A lha j i  Ododo  Ahmed 
Usman, in the November 
1 1 t h  e l e c t i o n .
The Spokesperson of the 
group, Mrs. Blessing Dauda, 
made this known yesterday 
in Lokoja when they hosted 
the Convener of Avoyi Team 
4 Ododo and some of her 
executives at their monthly 
m e e t i n g .
Mrs. Dauda who said that 
their decision to support 
Ododo's candidacy was 
influenced by the genuine 
regard and recognition 
shown to the them by Hon. 
Avoyi Nwogu, the Convener 
of Avoyi Team for Ododo, 
vowed to make their votes 
count as they displayed 
t h e i r  P V C
According to her, every 
tailor is influential within 
their communities as they 
all have shops, workers and 
family members made up of 
their children, relatives, 
apprentices, and others w
She said, “Thank you for 
recognizing us. If you follow 
one tailor, many others will 
b e  w o n  o v e r . ”
The Tailoring Association 
also voiced their concern 
a b o u t  t h e  l a c k  o f  
representation in the 
pol i t i ca l  process and 
r e q u e s t e d  t h e  n e x t  
government to ensure their 
continued inclusion in the 
future governance structure
Responding, the Convener 
of Avoyi Team for Ododo, 
Hon. Avoyi Nwogu, assured 
the group of Alhaji Ododo 
A h m e d  U s m a n ' s  
commitment to the welfare 
of the people, sharing 
instances of  Ododo's 
generosity, stressing his 
dedication to uplifting the 
l i ve s  o f  t he  l e s s  p
Hon. Nwogu in highlighting 
some of the leadership 
qualities of Alhaji Ododo 
Ahmed Usman said, "He 
cares for the people. He is a 
passionate giver. I recorded 
a handicapped guy some 
time ago on my social media 
handle who needed help, 
and before we knew it, he 
personally went and settled 
the medical bills of this 
young man. This has been 
the trend. He has been 
impacting lives long before 
he ever thought he would 
become a Governorship 
c a n d i d a t e .
“If you give your votes to 
him, it will not be a waste, 
just the same way the 
present government under 
Governor Yahaya Bello has 
worked hard to change the 
narrative of women and 
youths being relegated to 
the background in previous 
governments, Ododo will 

b u i l d  o n  t h e s e  
achievements and do 
m o r e . ”
Hon. Avoyi Nwogu, who is 
also the Senior Special 
Assistant to the Governor 
on Electronic Media, said 
the manifesto of Alhaji 
Ododo Ahmed Usman 
covers the interests of 
women, children, and 
y o u t h s .
She  ment i oned  tha t  
recreational centers, where 
more people would be 
trained to acquire skills and 
become self-reliant, would 
be established if Ododo is 
v o t e d  i n t o  p o w e r.
In their separate remarks, 
the Diaspora Coordinator of 
the Avoyi Team for Ododo, 
Mrs. Monisola Ayelabowo, 
and the Treasurer of the 

group, Mr. Woziri, praised 
Ododo's good works and 
how he has continued to 
impact lives positively 
before coming to the 
l i m e l i g h t .
Mr. Woziri specifically 
mentioned how Ododo 
sponsored four elderly 
women he had met at a 
function, who got teased by 
someone to go to Jerusalem 
for pilgrimage and laughed 
it away based on their 
limited resources and 
background with one of 
them saying, “Who dash 
monkey banana” and were 
later amazed that Ododo 
heard and footed all the 
bills. And even sponsored 
another young man to go 
with them and ensure the 
elderly women's safety 

Association endorses APC candidate, Ododo
from AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja nsatisfied with the recent Uj u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  

Gove rno r sh i p  Pe t i t i on  
Tribunal held in Bauchí 
recently, the Governorship 
c and i d a t e  o f  t h e  A l l  
Progressives Congress, APC 
in Bauchi State, Ambassador 
Sadique Baba Abubakar, has 
made it public that the party 
decided to go to the Appeal 
Court to seek for justice over 
the Tribunal verdict judgment 
which affirmed the election of 
Governor Bala Abdulkadir 
Mohammed.

He said "We went to the 
tribunal because we felt we 
were short-changed during 
the governorship election. 
But the judgment didn't 
favour us". 

He described the recent 
victory of Governor Bala 
Mohammed at the election 
petit ion tr ibunal as a 
temporary setback for his 
quest to reclaim his stolen 
mandate.

Abubakar, who is the former 
Chief of Air Staff of the 
Nigerian Air Force and closest 
rival of the incumbent 
Governor Mohammed of the 
People's Democratic Party 
(PDP) in the February 18 
governorship election, made 
this known while reacting to 
the recent judgment of the 
Guber Election Petition 
Tribunal recently

While appealing to his 
t e a m i n g  s u p p o r t e r s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  A l l  
Progressives Congress (APC) 
members to remain calm and 
peaceful, he vowed to appeal 
the tribunal's judgment 
which affirmed the election 
victory to Governor Bala 
Abdulkadir Mohammed.

“I want to urge you, 
especially members of the 
APC, to remain calm as we 
work tirelessly to ensure that 
justice is done to us. We will 

use all the instruments of the 
law to make sure that we get 
what belongs to us”, he 
emphasized.

According to him, it is well 
known that the APC won the 
governorship election but 
the ruling party is using the 
resources of the state to stay 
in power at all cost.

“We went to the tribunal 
because we felt we were 
short-changed during the 
governorship election. We 
t h a n k  o u r  t e a m i n g  
supporters and the well-
meaning people of Bauchi 
State for their support in this 
journey of seeking justice. 
iIn Sha Allah, we will 
succeed”,  Ambassador 
Abubakar assured.

“We thank Allah that the 
Nigerian Constitution has 

given us the opportunity to 
seek justice in three stages. 
We will not relent until we get 
the right judgment”, the APC 
guber candidate vowed.

The APC governorship 
c a n d i d a t e  w h o  s a i d  
information available to him 
indicated that many Bauchi 
citizens have been praying 
and fasting, giving alms to 
the needy to enable him 
succeed in the court, urged 
them to continue until their 
stolen mandate is restored.

“You are all aware that a 
judgment was passed on the 
20th of September by the 
Governorsh ip  E lec t ion 
Petition Tribunal which did 
not favour us. We are not 
going to stop, we will move 
to the next level of the 
judiciary”, Ambassador 
Abubakar declared.

 I went to Appeal Court to Seek for
 Justice -APC guber candidate 

 From Abbas Gungura, 
Bauchi

Don't rig Ekiti poll, Coalition alerts governor
Coalition of Civil Society 

groups in Ekiti State, under the 
aegis of Alliance for Equity and 
Justice Initiative, has accused 
the State governor, Abiodun 
Oyebanji of orchestrating plans 
to manipulate the outcome of 
the local government election 
scheduled to hold in December 
this year.

The Civil Society groups 
further alleged that some 
preferred names have already 
been pencilled down as 
winners of the primary election 
by the governor, even when the 
election is yet to hold.

In a statement by the groups 
coordinator, Comrade Kayode 
Oluwafemi, and Secretary, 
Hon, Kingsley Wale, described 
the governor's action as 
undemocratic and divisive, 
warning that if not quickly 
addressed will lead to the 
break down of law and order 
and joepardirze the chances of 
the party in the state.

The Statement reads in parts, 
“The Alliance for Equity and 
Justice is in custody of 
documents obtained through 
very reliable sources, detailing 
attempts by the Governor to 
undermine the upcoming 
primaries for the Ekiti State 
local Government elections, 
scheduled for December 2023.

“The documents indicate that 
some names has already been 
penc i l led  down by the 
Governor as winners of a 
primary election that is yet to 
b e  c o n d u c t e d .  T h e  

development raises serious 
concern to every peace loving 
citizens of Ekiti State and calls 
to question, the Governor's 
desire to conduct a free, fair and 
transparent primaries even 
within his own political party.

“To put the records straight 
and disabuse the minds of some 
persons who may wish to see 
our noble effort at creating an 
atmosphere for a peaceful and 
transparent primaries as 
meddlesome, we have attached 
herewith, some very vital 
documents which shows that 
indeed, the upcoming party 
primaries will be anything but 
transparent except necessary 

m e a s u r e s  a r e  t a k e n  
immediately to reverse the 
situation.

“It is rather very sad and 
un f o r t una t e ,  t h a t  t h e  
Governor, who rode on the 
back of the good will, 
u n f l i n c h i n g  s u p p o r t ,  
reputat ion and ster l ing 
performance of the former 
Governor, Dr Fayemi to ascend 
to power has now turned round 
with the likes of Chief Ayo 
Fayose, a former Governor of 
the State to try to undermine 
Dr Fayemi for reasons of 
political expediency.

“Based on the above 

observations and to get it right 
with the hope of the party 
retaining the support of the 
entire citizens, come the 
December local Government 
elections, we recommend 
t h a t :
The Governor and his team 
retraces their steps and take 
immediate and decisive 
measures to  ensure a  
transparent, free, credible and 
all inclusive primary election 
conducted within the ambit of 
t h e  p a r t y ' s  l aw s  a n d  
regulations and in total 
compliance with Ekiti State 
I n d e p e n d e n t  E l e c t o r a l  
Commission (EKSIEC ) and 
party guideline and Electoral 
laws of the state.

“That attempts by a section 
of the party heirachy in the 
State, spearheaded by the 
Governor to emasculate and 
r ubb i sh  t he  upcom ing  
primaries be immediately 
discountenanced.

“The Ekiti State APC Local 
Government primary Election 
coming up on the 4th of 
October 2023 presents a 
golden opportunity for the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
to further consolidate its grip 
on the State but that can only 
be achieved through a 
credible, transparent, free and 
fair Primary election where all 
the aspirants will be treated 
equally and fairly, with all 
eligible members of the party 
competing on a level playing 
ground.

“It is only a primary election 
in which all the aspirants will 
see themselves as co-winners 
and happily congratulate each 
other, that wil l further 
engender peace and unity 
within the party and the State 
in general

“The onus of choosing a 
credible, acceptable and 
accessible candidates for the 
local Government elections in 
the State by all stakeholders, 
through a credible and 
transparent process, becomes 
very critical as any mistake in 
this regard is capable of 
further creating bad blood 
within the party and makes it 
easy for the opposition to take 
advantage of the loopholes.

“The Alliance for Equity and 
Justice Initiative therefore, 
wish to use this medium to call 
o n  t h e  Gove r no r,  h i s  
Excellency, Abiodun Abayomi 
O y e b a n j i  t o  w o r k  
harmon ious ly  w i th  h i s  
predecessor and benefactor, 
Dr Fayemi for the greater good 
and well being of the people of 
Ekiti State.

“Any kangaroo primary 
elections for the upcoming 
local Government polls must 
be avoided in order not to 
further exacerbate the 
divisions within the party 
hierarchy in the State,” the 
statement said.

The state electoral body had 
expressed desire to conduct 
credible poll.

Oyebanji

Ododo

Bala
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