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E d i t o r i a l

RECENTLY, Governor Uba Sani of Kaduna State  flagged 
off the training of 7,000 vigilantes as part of his 
administration's efforts to enhance community 
policing.

THE 7,000 personnel drawn from all the local 
government areas of the state are being trained at 
the Police College, Kaduna.

THE Speaker of the Lagos State House of Assembly, 
Mudashiru Obasa, was on the right track recently 
when he re-emphasised the need for state policing 
in the country to curb insecurity. His remarks at the 
legislature's plenary urged the National Assembly 
to initiate the process of amending the 1999 
Constitution accordingly so that it would enable 
each of the 36 states establish their own police 
forces. Without further delay, the NASS, state 
assemblies and all stakeholders should mobilise, 
move quickly and devolve policing before 
insecurity destroys the country, he charged.

STATES like Bauchi have 20,000 youths into the state's 
Vigilante and Youth Empowerment Agency, 
established and modelled after Amotekun in the 
South-West.

LIKE Governor Sani Said, the advantages of these 
security operatives being trained in the Police 
College is that they will know the terrains and there 
will be no hiding place for threats. Consequently, it 
will take off jobless youths off the streets by way of 
giving them employment.

A state like Plateau should borrow a leaf from Kaduna 
and Bauchi to comb out criminal elements and 
mercenaries paid to achieve ethnic cleansing in the 
communities. In this case, the structures are there 
in the form of Operation Rainbow. What is needed is 
just the blue print.

THE evidence of this is being written in innocent blood 
being spilt daily, property ransacked, entire 
communities despoiled and terrorism, banditry, 
kidnapping, armed robbery, organised crime, drug 
trafficking, human trafficking, and cultism across 
the country. 

OVER 100,000 persons were killed 2009 to 2015 in 
Borno State alone, said Kashim Shettima, then 
state governor and currently Nigeria's vice-
president. Another 63,111 were killed across the 
country June 2015 to May 2023 by terrorists, 
bandits, Fulani herders, communal combatants, 
cult gangs and in extra-judicial killings by security 
agents according to the Council on Foreign 
Relations' Nigeria Security Tracker.

WITH 371,000 officers, the Nigeria Police Force is 
overwhelmed, and many parts of the country lack 
any permanent police presence. Insurgents of 
different stripes taking advantage of this have 
seized control of some hinterland territories, 
imposing brutal, bloody rule over the locals.

TO battle banditry and insurgency, empowering 
communities with technology tools is essential for 
the success of community policing. The steps of 
organizational transformation, developing 
community partnerships and shared problem-
solving rely on effective communication resources. 

BENEFITS to community policing, include expanded 
outlook on crime control and prevention.

ENCOURAGING community members to become active 
problem-solvers, educating the public on public 
safety issues, identify the root cause of 
neighborhood crime, increase trust in law 
enforcement.

THE President Tinubu administration should, as a 
matter of urgency, look into community policing. 
This is necessary because every community has its 
peculiar security challenges.

WE throw our weight behind Kaduna, Bauchi etc. 
Without reservations, we believes our security 
operatives are overwhelmed and to complement 
their efforts, Federal Government should 
encourage state police.
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kinetic solution to the crisis 
confronting the people of the people 
of the north west.

President Tinubu has approved the 
construction of 1,000 houses in 
Sokoto, Kebbi, Katsina, Zamfara, 
Kaduna, Niger and Benue States 
with all the ancillary facilities of 
schools, clinics, veterinary clinics 
and ranches for the Fulani 
community in Kaduna and Benue 
states

“President Tinubu insisted that all 
the victims must be carried along,” 
he said.

The Vice President assured that all 
parts of the country would benefit 
from the developmental strides of 
President Tinubu.

Shettima also stated that the 
Federal Government was planning to 
re-ignite wheat production in the 
country.

He noted that President Tinubu 
was aware of challenges confronting 
Nigerians and would make efforts to 
address them.
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The issues confronting Nigerians 
will be addressed. We will use all 
available vehicles to fix things. 
President Tinubu means well for 
this country and he is determined to 
change the fortunes of the nation 
for the better.

“Tinubu is a person filled with a lot 
of empathy for the less privileged in 
the society. Some of the painful 
decisions taken by the government 
were products of the circumstances 
we have found ourselves in.

“Be rest assured that in the 
coming weeks and months, this 
government will unveil a lot of 
projects and programmes that will 
touch the lives of many,” Shettima 
said.

He commended the vision and 
leadership of Gov. Babagana Zulum 
of Borno State, particularly in his 
capacity to address the welfare of 
the people.

We are extremely lucky in having 
him as our leader, Governor and 
brother at this time. Gov. Zulum 
and I have the best of relationships.

“We have become the reference 
point in relationship management 
be tween  a  successor  and  
predecessor in modern day Nigeria.

“I want to thank him for all the 
empathy and support and most 
importantly for putting Borno first,” 
he stressed.

Out of 77 new projects completed 
i n  1 0 0  d a y s  o f  Z u l u m ' s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  V P  
commissioned the Shuwari ll 
Community School and Healthcare 
Centre.

Shettima also commissioned the 
Alikaramti Community School and 
the  Gamboru  L iber ty  Day 
Secondary School, all within 
Maiduguri metropolis.

HE Vice President, Kashim 
Shettima, said on Friday that TPresident Bola Tinubu has 

approved the construction of 1,000 
houses in Sokoto, Kebbi, Katsina, 
Zamfara, Kaduna, Niger and Benue 
States.

Mr Olusola Abiola, Director of 
Information, Office of the Vice 
President, in a statement, said 
Shettima stated this at the 
commissioning of projects executed 
by Borno State Government in the 
last 100 days.

The Vice President explained that 
the housing projects were part of a 
broad plan by the Federal 
Government to address conflicts in 
the north.

Shettima also revealed that 
Tinubu approved N50 billion to the 
National Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) to kick-start the 
Pulaku initiative which was a non-
kinetic solution to the crisis 
confronting the people of theThe 
Vice President explained that the 
housing projects were part of a 
broad plan by the Federal 
Government to address conflicts in 
the north.

Shettima also revealed that 
Tinubu approved N50 billion to the 
National Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) to kick-start the 
Pulaku initiative which was a non-
kinetic solution to the crisis 
confronting the people of theThe 
Vice President explained that the 
housing projects were part of a 
broad plan by the Federal 
Government to address conflicts in 
the north.

Shettima also revealed that 
Tinubu approved N50 billion to the 
National Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) to kick-start the 
Pulaku initiative which was a non-

cooperation”.
The G20 Summit is held annually, 

under the leadership of a rotating 
presidency. The G20 initially focused 
largely on broad macroeconomic 
issues, but it has since expanded its 

HE African Union on Saturday Tjoined the Group of Twenty (G-
20) at the ongoing summit in New 
Delhi India.

African Union on Saturday joined 
the Group of Twenty (G-20) at the 
ongoing summit in New Delhi India.

“Advancing a more inclusive G20 
that echoes the aspirations of the 
Global South! PM Narendra Modi 
extends a heartfelt welcome to 
President African Union and the 
President of Comoros Azali 
Assoumani. Thrilled to have the 
African Union as a permanent 
member. A milestone for the G20 
family indeed,” the Office of the 
Prime Minister of India said in a post 
on the social networking platform X.

Mr Modi said AU membership will 
strengthen the G20 and also 
strengthen the voice of the Global 
South. A position India has touted 
since assuming the G20 presidency.

AU chairperson, Moussa Faki, 
welcoming AU's membership of the 
G20, said, ” This membership, for 
which we have long been 
advocating, will provide a propitious 
framework for amplifying advocacy 
in favour of the Continent and its 
effective contribution to meeting 
global challenges.

India took over the presidency of 
the G20 in December 2022. The 
G20 is a group of 19 countries and 
the European Union whose focus is 
global economics and development.

The G20 was founded in 1999 
after the Asian financial crisis as a 
forum for Finance Ministers and 
Central Bank Governors to discuss 
global economic and financial 
issues.

The G20 was upgraded to the level 
of Heads of State/Government in 
the wake of the global economic 
and financial crisis of 2007, and, in 
2009, was designated the “premier 
forum for international economic 

Saturday, signed by Head Press and 
Public Affairs, Ministry of Aviation 
and Aerospace Development, 
Oluseyi, the Ministry urged all 
passengers and other stakeholders 
to be patient and bear with them as 
the inconvenience caused will soon 
be resolved, adding that their 
understanding plays a vital role in 
making this transition smoother for 
everyone involved.

According to the statement, the 
primary objective of this task force 
is threefold, which encompasses 
work ing d i l igent ly  towards 
resolving all concerns raised by 
passengers regarding congestion, 
discomfort, and related issues 
stemming from terminal relocation.

Secondly, focusing on minimising 
any form of discomfort during this 
transition period.

“Efforts wi l l  be made in 
streamlining processes at both 
terminals while closely monitoring 
operations 24/7. Measures such as 
enhanced signage, dedicated 
s u p p o r t  s t a f f ,  i m p r o v e d  
communication channels will be 
implemented proactively”, the 
Ministry emphasised.

Also, the Task Force are to pledge 

transparency throughout this 

process by providing regular 

updates on progress made in 

addressing concerns arising from 

airline relocations.

agenda to include trade, climate 
change, sustainable development, 
health, agriculture, energy, 
environment, climate change, and 
anti-corruption.

ONCERNED about the teething Cproblems of relocating the 
international airlines to the new 
terminal, which was necessitated by 
the recent fire outbreak at the old 
International Terminal in Lagos, the 
Honourable Minister, Ministry of 
A v i a t i o n  a n d  A e r o s p a c e  
Development, Mr Festus Keyamo, 
has set up a task force to resolve 
these challenges within the shortest 
possible period.

The members of the task force are 
Engr. Hassan Musa, Retired PS and 
ex-Director of Dept. of Air Transport 
Management (Team Leader); 
Adebayo Oladipo, General Manager, 
Aerodrome NCAA; Mr Collins Mukoro 
(SA to the Minister of Aviation and 
Aerospace Development); Mrs. 
Uyoyou Edhekpo (SA to the Minister 
o f  Av iat ion and Aerospace 
Development) and Mr Henry 
Agbebire (SA to the Minister of 
A v i a t i o n  a n d  A e r o s p a c e  
Development).

Our reporter recalls that during the 
Honourable Minister's inspection of 
the Lagos Airport on Thursday, 
August 31, 2023, he had given a 
deadline of October 1, 2023, for the 
relocation.

However, the management of 
Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria 
(FAAN), had to fast-track the 
implementation of this directive in 
response to the recent fire outbreak, 
which raised safety concerns and 
affected passengers' movements.

In an official statement issued on 

Kaduna recruits 7,000 vigilante: 
FG, consider state police

FG to construct 1,000 houses in 7 states 
– Shettima

G20 Summit: African Union joins G-20

Commercial airlines to relocate 
to new terminal -Keyamo

Shettima











he Transition Committee Chairman Qua'an-Pan Local Government 
Council, Hon. Christopher Audu Manship (Wallat) wishes to on Tbehalf of government, the leadership of the Peoples' Democratic 

Party (PDP) in the area, Stakeholders and the good people of the area 
joyfully felicitate with our beloved indefatigueable Executive Governor of 
Plateau state, His Excellency, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang, our 
amiable mother and Deputy Governor, Her Excellency, Ngo Josephine 
Piyo as well as other government functionaries as you mark your first One 
hundred Days in office. 
Your Excellencies, in just one hundred Days of your assumption of office, 

you have demonstrated great leadership prowess in reducing the high 
level of corruption in government offices, minimizing the senseless acts of 
terrorism and insurgencies in our communities, enacting sound policies for 
critical reforms in different sectors of governance, reducing some back-log 
of workers' salaries and pension inherited from the former government, 
restoring glory to the Civil Service and most importantly, laying a solid 
foundation for speedy and sustainable development in the agenda of your 
mantra “The Time Is Now”, to mention just a few. 
Indeed, the golden fish has no hiding place hence your glorious ascension 

to a higher echelon in your political careers 
and we can judge from the programmes 
and po l i c ies  approach o f  your  
governments that the confidence reposed 
in you by Plateau citizens will not be in 
vain.
Once more congratulations for achieving 

these feats so far and may God continue to 
lead you in the right track, shield you from 
the plans of your detractors and give you 
the needed impetus and wisdom to pilot 
the affairs of our dear Plateau state.

Signed:
Hon. Christopher Audu Manship 

(Wallat) 
Chairman, Transition Committee, 

S U N D AY N E W S
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Felicitation

Governor Mutfwang

E said, “Now guess 
what? When it was Htime for INEC to 

f u l f i l l  i t s  o w n  
guidelines—for certain 
reasons, we could talk 
about that—INEC failed to 
do what it said it would do. 
Now it is right if you look at 
the law, and I think the 
judges have also affirmed 
that INEC has not really 
broken the law. But INEC 
has broken the trust of the 
Nigerian people.

“It's a problem for 
political legitimacy for 
people that came out of 
that system.”

In fact, the Chairman of 
INEC went abroad and said, 
'What we are going to do is 
that this results, when we 
get it, we would put it on 
our IReV in real-time'.”

Akande further stated 
that, while INEC has not 
b r o k e n  t h e  l a w  i n  
accordance wi th the 
judgment delivered by the 
P res ident ia l  E lec t ion  
Petition Court, PEPC, 
N ige r i ans  now have  
distrust in the body.

He said, “Now guess 
what? When it was time for 
INEC to fulfill its own 
guidelines—for certain 
reasons, we could talk 
about that—INEC failed to 

do what it said it would do. 
Now it is right if you look at 
the law, and I think the 
judges have also affirmed 
that INEC has not really 
broken the law. But INEC 
has broken the trust of the 
Nigerian people.

“it's a problem for political 
legitimacy for people that 

came out of that system.”
It was reported that the 

f i v e - m e m b e r  p a n e l ,  
headed by Justice Haruna 
Tsammani, on Wednesday 
ruled that the Electoral Act 
2022 does not contain a 
mandatory provision for 
the electronic transmission 
of election results.

INEC broke Nigerians' trust 
with failure to e-transmit

Mahmood

Wike denies reporting Bello 
over alleged contract variations

he Office of the Federal TCapital Territory (FCT) 
Minister has rubbished 
report that surfaced online 
over the weekend claiming 
the FCT Minister, Ezenwo 
Nyesom Wike, intends to 
write the Economic and 
F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s  
Commission (EFCC) and 
the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and other Related 
Offences Commiss ion 
(ICPC) to investigate the 
immed ia te  pas t  FCT 
M i n i s t e r ,  M a l a m  
Muhammad Musa Bello, 
over some irregularities in 
the award of contracts in 
the FCT

The Director of Press, 
Office of the FCT Minister, 
Anthony Ogunleye, via a 
statement on Saturday, 
described the reports as 
baseless and without any 
merit. 

“We categorically and 
unequivocally state that 
these reports are entirely 
baseless and without any 
merit whatsoever. The FCT 
Minister, during his routine 
inspections of various 
projects within the FCT, has 
indeed expressed concerns 
and frustrations regarding 
irregularities observed in 
the procurement and 
execut ion of  certa in 
projects, amongst other 
observations which he very 

publicly expressed.
“However, at no point did 

h e  c o n t e m p l a t e  o r  
authorize any action by 
anyone within or outside 
the FCT Administration to 
invite the EFCC or ICPC to 
investigate the former FCT 
Minister in connection with 
these  o r  any  o the r  
matters,” Ogunleye said.

He described the online 
story in question as nothing 
more than a product of the 
imagination of its authors, 
as it was ostensibly 
designed to mischievously 
sow discord and confusion 
among the general public.

He also urged the general 
public to disregard the 
story in its entirety, noting 
that it was a deliberate 
attempt to spread fake 
n e w s  a n d  c r e a t e  
unnecessary tensions.

“ W e  v i e w  s u c h  
misinformation with great 
concern and urge the public 
a n d  w e l l - m e a n i n g  

Nigerians to exercise 
caution and discernment 
when encountering such 
un f ounded  r epo r t s ,”  
Ogunleye said.

He added that Wike is 
f o c u s e d  o n  h i s  
responsibilities to ensure 
t h e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  
transparent administration 
of the FCT and upholding 
the highest standards of 
integrity and accountability 
in the discharge of his 
duties.

He stressed that any 
actions or decisions taken 
by the FCTA in this regard 
will be communicated 
through official channels 
and in accordance with due 
process.

Wike had Thursday, last 
w e e k ,  e x p r e s s e d  
disappointment over the 
delay in the completion of 
many projects in FCT as a 
result of variation in 
contracts awarded several 
years ago.

I formerly know as IBANG 
KEZIAH EBRI now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
IBIANG KEZIAH EBRI. All 
former documents remain 
va l i d .  A l l  c o n c e r ned  
authorities and the general 
public to please take note

I formerly know as FRANCIS 
PEACE now wish to be known 
and addressed as TONGKIT 
P E A C E .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and 
the general public to please 
take note

Change of Name

TONGKIT IBIANG



Governor Mutfwang taking the national salute mounted by the Corp 
members on arrival
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From left are, Commissioners of Works, Hon. Adams Bulus Lekshak, 
Information, Hon. Musa Ibrahim Ashoms, Youth and Sports, Hon. Bashir 
Lawandi Datti and Head of Service, Barr. Rautha Dakok in standing ovation 
for the Governors’ speech

NYSC State Coordinator, Mrs. Ikupolati, Esther Tosin kneeling down in 
appreciating the Governor for visiting the NYSC Camp

Corp members listening to the speeches

NYSC cultural troupes entertaining guests during the visit

Governor Mutfwang, State Coordinator of NYSC, Mrs. Tosin and the Director 
of Protocol, Jibrin Sule Watle putting heads together

Director of Press and Public Affairs, Mr. Gyang Bere, Private Physcian to the 
Governor, Dr. Meshak Daniel, GM of JMDB, Arc Hart Bankat with other 
government officials

Plateau State Governor, Caleb Mutfwang (right) with the Head of Civil 
Service, Barr. Rautha Dakok

MUTFWANG AT NYSC TEMPORARY CAMP
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang recently visited the temporary camp at the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) at WAYE 

Foundation, Doi, Jos South LGA
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that happens there so she did not want any 

of her kids going into movie like my dad 

though it was my elder sister that was head 

over hills about being an actor so I just forgot 

about the movie entirely and faced musically 

fully even though I refused to hit the studio 

until I felt I am ready.
How has your growing up influenced 

your career as an actor?
Well, I will say 

i t  h a s  

influenced it 

positively, you 

know whi le  

growing up I 

learnt a lot 

f r o m  m y  

p a r e n t s  

especially my 

mom, I think 

that molded 

me into the 

person I am 

today because 

I grew up to be 

d e t e r m i n e d  

and focused in 

life.  I am as 

w e l l  v e r y  

strong even 

though I think 

I talk less and 

f r i e n d l y,  I  

mean it's really 

he lp ing  my 

career now because I am experiencing less 

stress in this industry. I have a vision and I 
hat was growing up like for 

you, did you think that one day Wyou would end up doing 

movies?
Growing up for me was 

really fun, I had a lot of 

experiences and No I 

didn't think I would one 

day end up doing 

movies, though my dad 

was into movies and 

music; he was really 
talented in both so my 
siblings and I took after 
him.  I really preferred 
music to movies back 

then because I didn't 
s e e  m o v i e s  a s  

something I could do 

because I was shy and 

still a quiet type even 

though I was stubborn 

and besides my mum 

didn't like the movie 

industry because of the 

rumors of everything 
Continued on page 26

Not all marriages last forever, but that doesn't mean the 
separation has to be final. Some former celebrity couples 
decided to stay friends, even after they went through a 
divorce. Whether they have children that they're co-
parenting, or just decided to have an amicable separation, 
these celebrity couples can prove to be an inspiration for all 
of us.

— Actress Favour David

Nollywood has been gifted with a bunch of exceptional actors especially female 

actors and one of the amazing actors who has been doing so well in the industry is 

Favor David a plus size aspiring actor who has been in some of the biggest movies in 

the Eastern part of Nigeria. In an exclusive interview with Glamsquad magazine 

entertainment reporter Chiazor Daniel, the talented actress who is currently in her 

final year studying accounting at Godfrey Okoye University opens up about her 

career, aspirations and future as an actor.

Continued on page 26

Famous couples who became close 
friends after ending marriage

Demi Moore and Bruce Willis

Although Demi Moore and Bruce Willis were married for over a 
decade, and eventually got a divorce in 2000, they are still very 
good friends. Demi even attended Bruce and his second wife's vow 
renewal ceremony in 2009.

 Channing Tatum and Jenna Dewan

Although they went through a difficult divorce, the former couple 
are still friendly with each other. Jenna Dewan said that she is 
happy about starting a new chapter in her life.

Orlando Bloom and Miranda Kerr

Miranda Kerr also has a good relationship with both her ex and his 
current partner, Katy Perry. The supermodel revealed that they 
often hang out together and that Orlando Bloom likes Miranda's 
new boyfriend too.

If I wasn't an Actor, I would 
be doing music
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will get there by God's grace.
Are you a Graduate, tell me about your 

educational background:
I  a m  s t i l l  a n  

undergraduate,  I  

attended my primary 

s c h o o l  a t  p e r  

Excellence Nursery 

and Primary school 

and did my secondary 

school at P.A.C college 

both at Owerri, Imo 

State and now I am in 
my final year studying 
Accounting at Godfrey 
Okoye Univers i ty 
Enugu state.
Favor David & Uche 

Ogbodo on the set of 

King's Guard
Who are  your  

major influences in 

the industry?
My major influences 

Continued from page 18

Continued from page 18

are Omotola & Genevieve and 

they are still my major 

influences and I see them as my 

role models. I love the way they 

work and the way they carry 

themselves, I admire the 

women they have become and I 

want to be more than that one 

day by God's grace and I know I 

will get there.
Have you ever been a 

victim of molestation in the 

industry?
No, not at all.
You have gained wide 

acceptance by many after 

your first movie;  how has this 
helped your acting career?
Yeah that's true, after my first 

movie I have really gained a 

wide acceptance by many, at 

least now I have a number of 

people who are helping me and 

have taken it upon themselves 

to promote my brand and has 

really opened me up to more job 

opportunities, I'm really very 

grateful;  God bless you all.  I 
know ever since I've really been 

working much more than I 

expected.

What's your brand as an 

actress?
Well, my brand is not limited to 

any genre of movie, I can cast 

for any genre of movie be it 

glamour, epic or drama and so 

on and trust me I do better in all.
If you were not into 

movies, what other career 

would you have been?
Music of course, music is one 

of the things I love doing the 

most;  I will still go back to it 
someday though.  One thing at a time you 
know.
What should we expect from you in a 

couple of months?
A lot, like an 

expansion of 

my brand to 

any extent 

and so many 

other things I 

i n t e n d  

venturing into 

that will affect 

l i v e s  

positively one 

way or the 

other. Just 

wait for it 

b e c a u s e  I  

intend taking 

e v e r y o n e  

unaware.

celebrities who are 
single parents 

Jennifer Lopez and Marc Anthony

Jennifer Lopez said in an interview that she didn't feel her 

best during her marriage to Marc Anthony, but after their 

separation, they became great friends and parents to their 

twins.

Reese Witherspoon and Ryan Phillipp

Although their relationship had its ups and downs, the 

former couple did everything in their power to offer their 

children a great childhood. That includes staying on good 

terms with each other too. Most recently, Reese and Ryan got 

together for their son's birthday.

Angelina Jolie and Billy Bob Thornton

Angelina and Billy remain good friends even after their split 

that happened almost a decade ago. Billy Bob Thornton 

revealed that even if they might not see each other often, 

they still talk regularly.

— Actress Favour David

If I wasn't an Actor, I would 
be doing music
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Hon. Josephine Piyo (left) responding to the message from the National 
President, Christian Nurses, Analis Dasat

Press Secretary, Office of the Deputy Governor, Martha Nyam (left) with 
others during the visit

Plateau State Deputy Governor, Hon. Josephine Piyo (left) in a handshake 
with the State Sector Commander of FRSC, Mr. Alphonsus Godwin

Governor Caleb Mutfwang, represented by Hon. Musa Ibrahim Ashoms 
Commissioner Information (left) putting heads together with the outgone 
NUJ Chairman, Mr. Paul Jatau (right) and NLC State Chairman, Comrade 
Eugene Manji

Members of the outgone NUJ EXCO, flanked by NUJ National Officials signing 
solidarity songs

Chairmanship candidate, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo of PRTV Chapel casting her 
ballot

Chairmanship candidate, Mr. Ralph Madugu of Impact casting his ballot

Deputy Governor, Ngo Piyo, National President, Christian Nurses, Dasat in a 
group photograph with members of the Christian Nurses

DEPUTY GOV. PIYO RECEIVES CHRISTIAN NURSES, SECTOR COMMANDER
Plateau State Deputy Governor, Her Excellency, Hon. Josephine Piyo recently received in her office the National President, Fellowship of Christian 

Nurses, Analis Dasat and the Sector Commander, FRSC, Mr. Alphonsus Godwin on solidarity visit at Government House Rayfield, Jos
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NUJ ELECTIONS
The 2023 Nigeria Union of Journalists, Plateau State Council took place on Friday at the NUJ Press Centre, Jos. The opening ceremony was witnessed 

by the representative of Governor Mutfwang, NLC RATTAWU and the Chairmanship contestants had 114 each there will rerun Thursday









ERBIA have beaten Canada 
95-86 to reach the men's Sbasketball World Cup final, 

where they will face either Germany 
or the United States.

Bogdan Bogdanovic was Serbia's 
top scorer, with 23 points, in Friday's 
semifinal in the Philippines' capital, 
Manila, followed by Ognjen Dobric 
and Nikola Milutinov, who each 
scored 16.

Svetislav Pesic's side were leading 
52-39 at the break and never let go of 
the lead, imposing their will in the 
paint and controlling the boards.

For Canada, RJ Barrett scored 23 
but Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, the 
team's leading scorer, passer and 
rebounder, was held scoreless in the 
first 15 minutes amid tight coverage 
and foul trouble.

He finished the game with 15 
points, two rebounds and nine 
assists, far below his tournament 
average of 25 points per game.

Serbia, the 1998 and 2002 winners, 
compete without their best player, 
Nikola Jokic, who decided not to play 
at the World Cup after leading the 
Denver Nuggets to the NBA 
championship in June, giving himself 
time to rest before the looming title 
defence.

Serbia also had to regroup during 
the tournament following the shock 
of losing reserve forward Borisa 
Simanic after he wound up needing a 
kidney removed after getting 
elbowed in a game against South 
Sudan.

Canada started the tournament 
with an emphatic 95-65 win over 
reigning Olympic silver medallist 
France, and had the second-lowest 
odds – behind the United States – of 
winning gold for the first time in their 
history. But it got into a slew of foul 
trouble early on in the semifinal, 
which kept the defence from getting 
on track, which in turn kept the 
offence from getting easy baskets.

The Canadians will now face the 
Germany-US loser for the bronze on 
Sunday, when they will try for their 
most significant international medal 
since winning silver at the 1936 
Berlin Olympics.

Serbia lost to the US 129-92 in the 
final of the tournament's 2014 
edition in Madrid, Spain. The Balkan 
nation lost in the quarterfinals of the 
2019 tournament in China.

The Serbia men's national 
basketball team represents Serbia in 
international basketball competition 
and is controlled by the Basketball 
Federation of Serbia.  Serbia is 
currently ranked sixth in the FIBA 
World Ranking. 

From 1992 to 2003, the national 
team played under the name of FR 
Yugoslavia and from 2003 to 2006, 
under the name of Serbia and 

Montenegro in internat ional  
tournaments .  Fo l lowing the 
Montenegr in  dec la ra t i on  o f  
independence in 2006, Basketball 
Federation of Serbia retained the 
place of Basketball Federation of 
Serbia and Montenegro as a FIBA 
member. Therefore, all the results 
and medals from this period are 
succeeded by the Serbia national 
team.

With the start of Yugoslav Wars in 
1991, and subsequent breakup of 
Yugoslavia, the Yugoslavia national 
team was disbanded. The team 
consisted of players selected from 
the population of over 23 million 
people,  and the basketba l l  
infrastructure was evenly distributed 
among the six states which formed 
the Socialist Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia.

In 1992, FR Yugoslavia was 
established as the federation of the 
two remaining Yugoslav republics, 
Serbia and Montenegro. The newly 
established country had less than 
half the population of the former 
country. The Basketball Federation of 
FR Yugoslavia became the governing 
body of basketball for the new 
country. After the adoption of UNSCR 
757, the national team was 
suspended from participating in 
international tournaments. Due to 

these sanctions and ongoing war, the 
national team was prevented from 
participating at the 1992 Summer 
Olympics, EuroBasket 1993 and 
1994 FIBA World Cup.

Without much sponsorship for the 
war-impoverished country, the 
national team made its comeback to 
the international scene at the 
EuroBasket 1995 in Greece, where it 
won the gold medal; after defeating 
Lithuania in the final. At the 1996 
Summer Olympics, the team lost 
69–95 to the United States in the 
gold-medal game. After the defeat, 
the national team would go on to 
claim the gold medal in their next two 
i n t e rna t i ona l  c ompe t i t i on s ,  
EuroBasket 1997 and the 1998 FIBA 
World Cup; while winning the bronze 
medal at EuroBasket 1999 and 
reclaiming gold once again at the 
EuroBasket 2001.

One of the most notable wins for 
the Yugoslavia national team came in 
the quarter-finals of the 2002 FIBA 
World Cup, where the host nation of 
the tournament, the United States 

 
was eliminated 81–78.  The 
significance of the win was 
tremendous for the Serbian people in 
general, as the public in Serbia 
perceived the United States political 
leadership responsible for the 
breakup of Yugoslavia, and 

destruction of the country's 
infrastructure; as well as civil victims 
during the 1999 NATO bombing of 
Yugos lav ia .  Therea f te r,  the  
Yugoslavia national team went on to 
win the competition, by defeating 
New Zealand in the semi-finals and 
Argentina in the final 84–77 in OT to 
win the gold medal. 

In 2002, FR Yugoslavia consisted of 
the states of Serbia and Montenegro. 
The merged nations came to a new 
agreement regarding continued co-
operation, which, among other 
changes, promised the end of the 
name Yugoslavia. On 4 February 
2003, the federal assembly of 
Yugoslavia created a loose state 
union—the State Union of Serbia and 
Montenegro. The following years 
were underwhelming as the national 
team failed to make the podium at 
international tournaments, after 
decades of winning medals.

At the EuroBasket 2003, the team 
came in sixth place, but due to their 
world champion status, were 
automatically qualified for the 2004 
Summer Olympics in Greece. 
Entering 2004, the national team 
participated in the less important 
Diamond Ball tournament, prior to 
the 2004 Olympic Games where they 
won the gold medal. Although the 
team was unable to carry over the 
momentum heading into the 
Olympics, and were eliminated in the 
group stage with a (1–4) record, 
finishing in 11th place.

After two consecutive tournament 
disappointments, hopes of getting 
back on the podium returned for the 
EuroBasket 2005 where Serbia and 
Montenegro was the host nation. 
Heading into the tournament,  was 
brought back for a second stint as 
head coach of the national team. 
However, they were eliminated in the 

play-off stage by France 74–71, and 

finished in ninth place. After the 
tournament, Obradoviæ stepped 
down, and blamed a bad atmosphere 
among the team's star players for the 
failure. The team then participated at 
the 2006 FIBA World Cup on a wild 
card, due to the results in the past on 
the initiative by FIBA prominent 
administrator Borislav Stankoviæ. 
Although the national team of Serbia 

and Montenegro came up short once 
again, with another ninth place 
finish.

On 21 May 2006, Montenegrins 
vo t ed  i n  an  i ndependence  
referendum, with 55.5% supporting 
independence. The subsequent 
Montenegrin proclamation of 
independence in June 2006 and the 
S e r b i a n  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  
independence on 5 June ended the 
State Union of  Serbia and 
Montenegro and thus the last 
remaining vestiges of the former 
Yugoslavia.

Following the dissolution of the 
s tate  un ion o f  Serb ia  and 
Montenegro, the national team 
participated at the EuroBasket 2007. 
There, the team finished the 
competition failing to make it out of 
the group stage after three close 
losses. The result failed to qualify the 
team for the 2008 Summer 
Olympics, which was their first time 
missing the Olympic tournament 
after missing it in 1992 due to 
suspension.

In December 2007, the legendary 
Dušan Ivkoviæ hinted that he would 
take the helm as head coach of the 
national team. 

Under Ivkoviæ's coaching, a new 
generation of players led by Nenad 
Krstiæ and Miloš Teodosiæ returned 
some of the old glory by taking the 
silver medal at Eurobasket 2009. At 
the 2010 FIBA World Cup, after 
narrowly defeating Croatia in the 
Round of 16, Miloš Teodosiæ hit a 
deep three-point shot to upset the 
favourites of the tournament Spain in 

[10]the quarter-finals.  Entering the 
semis, Serbia would come up short, 
after a controversial referee's error 
to the tournament's host Turkey 
83–82. With the youngest team in 
the competition, Serbia eventually 
finished in fourth place after losing to 
Lithuania 99–88 in the bronze-medal 
game.

At the EuroBasket 2011, the team 
failed to reach the semi-finals, 
finishing the tournament in eighth 
place; thus failing to qualify for the 
2012 Summer Olympics. At the 
EuroBasket 2013, the team was once 
again eliminated in the quarter-finals 
and finished in seventh place.
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S U N D AY S P O R T S

Serbia defeat Canada to reach basketball World Cup final
Bogdan Bogdanovic scores 23 in win over Canada to help Serbia reach its second final in the last three editions. Lisa Marie David 
writes.

Serbia players celebrate after winning the match against Canada

Serbia's Bogdan Bogdanovic in action with Canada's Dillon Brooks
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