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Lady’s largess

The high cost of fertilizer which is fast going beyond the reach 
of an average farmer in Nigeria has forced the users to look for 
cheaper and environment friendly alternative source of 
growing their farm produce or risk being cut out of the 
farming business.   Pages 10, 31 
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E d i t o r i a l

NIGERIA'S recent participation in the G20 meeting as a 
guest is viewed as a positive development. 

FOR a country battling to surmount its economic 
challenges, the presence of President Bola Tinubu 
at the meeting did not only create investment 
opportunities for the nation, but is a recognition of 
the country's growing influence on the global 
stage. 

SINCE assuming office on May 29, President Tinubu 
has transversed many countries to build diplomatic 
ties, woo investors and place the country's rating in 
a positive light. 

THEREFORE attending the G20 Summit on Financial 
Markets and World Economy, held from Saturday 9 
- Sunday 10 September 2023 with the theme: "One 
Earth, One Family, One Future" in New Delhi, India 
was not only apt but a remarkable feat.

AT the forum, among issues tabled at the front burner 
were food security, climate and energy, 
development, health, and digitisation. Russia's 
aggression against Ukraine with many nations 
emphasising the importance of observing the 
United Nations Charter and achieving a just and 
lasting peace in Ukraine, is one vital issue also at 
the front burner. 

FORTUNATELY, a key area of discussion which Nigeria 
stands to benefit immensely from is the affirmation 
by the G20 to respond to the aggressions 
increasing and adversely impacting on the world 
economy. 

AS the giant of Africa, Nigeria's alliance with the G20 
nations had clearly created a good forum for 
President Tinubu to project the nation's economic 
potentials and create new partnerships. 

WITH a powerful economic team beside him, the high 
level-economic ties and alliances were already 
seen to be yielding results with over $14bn 
investments attracted ahead of the summit 
commencement day, which is highly commendable. 

APPARENTLY, one of the major benefits is that the 
African Union, (AU), has been admitted into the 
G20. Secondly, the summit will promote Nigeria's  
currency internationally. Likewise, the key note 
addresses delivered by President Tinubu at both 
the Nigeria-India Presidential Roundtable and the 
Nigeria-India Business Conference presented an 
opportunity for the President to highlight Nigeria's 
attractiveness as an economic hub and investment 
destination in line with the vision of Tinubu's 
'Renewed Hope' agenda.  

TINUBU'S bilateral meetings with a cross-section of 
world leaders from different continents was a plus 
to diplomatic development and the alliance was 
able to strengthen bilateral economic trade, 
exploration of investment opportunities and 
partnership for the growth of the nation.  

DESPITE all the global ties, Nigeria should thread with 
caution and strive for the benefits of promoting 
trade at the regional level as an alternative to the 
increasing dollarisation of its vulnerable economy.

WE suggest that if there is no Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI), there cannot be capital growth 
to strengthen the naira against other currencies 
like the U.S dollars or the Pound Sterling.

PRESIDENT Tinubu is on the right track. After the G20 
meeting, he equally proceeded to the UAE where he 
was able to address the pending diplomatic row 
between Nigeria and Dubai, leading to the lifting of 
a travel ban against Nigerians to the country, and 
the resumption of Emirates air-flight activities to 
the country. 

AS he continues to attract global capital and Foreign 
Direct Investments, these are all pluses for the 
nation, and more of such laudable bilateral 
engagements, and partnerships in the offing show 
that there is hope for Nigeria.
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“The objective is to give the 

necessary revitalization to these 

policies to make them function 

optimally,” she explained.
Regarding the release of funds to 

MDAs  and  o the r  t i e r s  o f  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  p r e v i o u s  

administrations were known for 

denying MDAs funds, claiming that 

there were no sufficient funds 

available.
The current administration under 

Bola Ahmed Tinubu aims to rectify 

this situation by ensuring that funds 

are released promptly and 

continuously, thereby preventing 

any delays or obstacles in the 

deve lopment  p ro jec t s  and  

initiatives of the MDAs and 

government entities.
According to Dr. Madein, “the 

Federal Government has said it will 

ensure prompt and continuous 

release of funds to the Ministries 

Departments and Agencies (MDAs) 

and the three tiers of government 

so that development effort will not 

be hampered.”
To show good faith on the part of 

the federal government, the AGF 

disclosed that the Office of the 

Accountant General of the 
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Federation (OAGF) “will sustain 

the practice of publishing the 

details of the Federation Account 

Allocation Committee (FAAC) 

revenue distribution to the three 

tiers of government”.
She noted that “publication of 

the revenue distribution will keep 

Nigerians abreast with the 

r e venue  g ene ra t i o n  a nd  

distribution effort of the Federal 

Government and also help them 

balance government performance 

with revenue inflows at all levels.
According to her, “a government 

can only thrive if the citizens are 

carried along in the management 

of public funds. Nigerians need to 

be aware of the inflows and 

expenditures. With this, they can 

compare revenue collected with 

the developments on grounds to 

a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  t h e  

government is performing or not”.
She revealed that “the 2022 

revenue distribution figures were 

ready for publication, adding that 

this will be followed by the 

publication of the details of the 

revenue distribution so far made 

in 2023”.
Madein explained that “the 

seeming delay in publishing the 

2022 figures was due to a number 

of factors including the overriding 

determination to inst itute 

appropriate and permanent 

mechanisms that will guarantee 

continuous publication of the 

revenue distribution”.
The AGF equally acknowledged 

and “appreciated the high level of 

interest shown by Nigerians in the 

r e venue  g ene ra t i o n  a nd  

distr ibut ion effort  of  the 

Government, assured that effort 

is in top gear to ensure that the 

revenue distribution figures are 

published monthly”.
On revenue generation, the AGF 

was happy that “there has been a 

r e m a r k a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  

government revenue” and 

expressed optimism that the 

trend will be sustained.

he Federal Government 

has decided to review Tfinancial management 

policies like the Integrated 

P a y r o l l  a n d  P e r s o n n e l  

Information System (IPPIS) 

and Government Integrated 

Financial Management System 

GIFMIS among others.
The Federal Government also 

resolved to provide timely and 

consistent flow of funds to the 

Ministries Departments and 

Agencies (MDAs) as well as the 

three levels of government 

(federal, state, and local) in order 

to prevent any hindrance to 

development efforts.
These disclosures were made by 

the Accountant General of the 

Federation (AGF) Dr. Oluwatoyin 

Madein, in a statement issued in 

Abuja on Friday and signed by Mr. 

Bawa Mokwa, Director Press in the 

OAGF.
Speaking of the planned financial 

management reforms, the AGF 

said she “will take necessary steps 

to permanently resolve observed 

and potential threats to the 

e f f i c i e n t  a nd  c on t i n uou s  

implementation of all the financial 

management reforms initiative of 

the Federal Government.
Madein said since she assumed 

office as the AGF, she “has 

undertaken in-depth review of the 

financial reforms and will leverage 

the outcome of the review to inject 

new ideas and strategies into the 

projects so that the gains so far 

recorded will be sustained.
Recent ly,  the OAGF had 

meticulous engagements with 

IPPIS Service providers. I can 

assure you that there has been 

great improvement in the 

operations of the payment 

platform. The review of other 

financial management policies is 

underway.

newly introduced CCMAS approved 
by the National Universities 
Commission.

  It also disclosed that the Vice 
C h a n c e l l o r  o u t l i n e d  t h e  
accreditation visits by various 
panels of the National Universities 
Commission which would begin in 
October and end in November 
2023. He said saying, "we want to 
use this opportunity to thank 
Gove rno r  Ca l eb  Manasseh  
Mutfwang, for approving the 
release of #365 million for the 
exercise.

"Our special focus will be on 
programmes in the Faculty of 
Natural and Applied Sciences. And I 
want to appeal to you the Deans and 
Heads of various departments to be 
realistic and timely in presenting 
their accreditation needs of these 
programmes", Professor Matur 
appealed.  

    He, however, used the occasion 
to appreciate staff of the university 
for their patience and commitment 
to duties despite the delay in 
payment of outstanding salaries. 
"Government is doing everything 
possible to offset your salaries". He 
announced that the Merit list for 
admission of students of the 
university will be released soon.

   "In order to bequeath a 
conducive learning environment for 

both students and staff, furniture 
refurbishment and renovation of 
hostels was ongoing and the new 
fees approved by the Council will 
come into effect from the new 
academic session. The university 
is pursuing a higher admission 
quota f rom the Nat iona l  
Universities Commission as new 
faculties come into effect", he 
added. 

   He informed them that "The 
clean energy policy of the 
university has come into effect 
with the provision of solar plants 
to power water supply to some 
facilities in the university while 
the mega solar farm programme 
will commence with 20 kva 
stations and be followed by bigger 
o n e s  t o  d r i v e  i n t e r n e t  
connectivity through an upgrade 
from the existing router to fibre 
optics network", he highlighted.

Meanwhi le ,  the VC has 
promised to operate an open door 
policy and disclosed that the 
in t roduct ion  o f  the  V ice  
Chancellor's Award for the best 
research publishing staff would 
soon kick - start. He promised to 
institute faculty research grants 
as a stimulus for generating 
interest in research and to also 
attract best graduating students 
for employment and mentorship.

HE Senate authority of 
Plateau State University, TBokkos, the nucleus of 

University Acadamic Policy of the 
University, has reaffirmed its 
readiness for the commencement 
of Postgraduate Diplomas, 
Masters and Doctorate degree 
programmes for 2023/2024 
academic session. 

 This was contained in a press 
s tatement  s igned by the 
University's Public Relations 
Officer (PRO), John K. Agam, and 
made available to SUNDAY 
STANDARD in Jos, the Plateau 
State capital recently.

 Chairman of the Senate and Vice 
Chancellor of the University, 
Professor Benerd Malau Matur, 
disclosed this during the 83rd 
regular meeting of the senate 
which took place at the Senate 
Chamber of the University 
recently.

 The statement stated that the 
Senate also deliberated on wide 
ranging issues amongst which are 
the new academic session and 
resumption, the upcoming 
accreditation exercise, resource 
verification of new programmes 
and the implementation of the 

Fed Govt. to review IPPIS,
GIFMIS others

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

PLASU Senate okays PGDs, Masters, Doctorate 
programmes

Tinubu

Gains of Nigeria's 
participation in G20 summit
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Do leaders care if they suffer?
F you are a Nigerian and 
living, you must be aware Iof what the country is going 

through. Traveling in almost 
parts of the country is a major 
problem as a result of the 
persistent fuel scarcity.
Nothing can be more traumatic 

than for a country that prides 
itself as a major oil producer to 
face this horrible experience on 
the streets. Many Nigerians 
have wondered how we got to 
this stage; so long as no one is 
willing to offer any explanation 
to us.
There may be no state of the 

federation that long queues are 
not being experienced or rather, 
have become the order of the 
day. Motorists virtually sleep at 
fuel stations so that they can 
afford to procure the commodity 
that is if it is available for those 
who can afford to.
Those that are not lucky return 

home despondent and or are 
forced to buy from roadside 
vendors at very exorbitant 
rates. Some are forced to go to 
roadside fuel stations that are 
not sure of what they sell. So, 
either way, we are all at risk.
If you get the product in the last 

two places, you must be grateful 
to God if you are not buying 
adulterated fuel. Many car 
owners have stories to relate to 
their experiences in the last few 
weeks. Some motorists, as soon 
as they leave the fuel station, 
their vehicles begin to develop 
problems and have had to spend 
fortunes before they fix them.
But the availability of the 

product should not be the 
problem. The major concern has 
always been the lack of money 
to buy it. The economic 
circumstance is telling on 
families, how much more of 
spending huge sums of money 
to purchase Premium Motor 
Spirit; however at their risk as 
stated above. But for how long 
will the country continue with 
this? Something has to give way, 
so that we can save ourselves.
Few fuel stations are operating 

at full capacity that sells at the 
regulated price. Every marketer 
has set sight on how much profit 
they would make from the sales 
of the product.
Nigerians are aware that the 

price of the product has not been 
increased nor is the government 
contemplating any change in the 
price regime. That being said, I 
am, like many are thinking, the 
rate of sabotage ranks to high 
heavens. The questions to ask 
are: Could the government not 
act even in the face of the 
difficulties Nigerians are going 
through? If it is sabotage as it is 
being alleged, couldn't a 
mechanism be activated so that 
filling stations across the 
country be free of the long 
queues?
Nigeria appears to be a country 

where the absurd is daily 
permitted to be witnessed. 
Marketers are always at liberty 
to fix the prices of any 
commodity  wi thout  the 
thought that it will affect others 
in the process. And once it is 
fixed, it is always difficult to 
bring it down; knowing that 
what is experienced on that 
account is harrowing.
The case of the premium 

motor spirit is a typical 
example. Today, several fuel 
stations are selling a liter at 
300 naira or slightly less. How 
annoying could that be? And 
since no one is saying anything 
about it, it has continued 
unabated; and affecting 
virtually almost all Nigerians.
In Jos, a few days ago, some 

officials of the Department of 
Petroleum Resources (DPR) 
were seen going around on a 
monitoring exercise. It is not 
clear if they are always out on 
the exercise. But, while their 
actions may be appreciated, I 
am tempted to think that the 
marketers are always steps 
ahead of the department. That 
is why it should be taken that 
sabotage may not be ruled out 
in what is happening in the 
industry.
The NCSDC in Plateau has 

gone ahead to make arrest of 
young men, whose stock in 
trade is to stand at street 
corners and sell the product. 
How they get the product in 
large quantity is questionable. 
Fuel stations which get 
involved and sell to them have 
questions to answer.
They have mapped out 

strategies to circumvent the 

department work in sanitizing 
the industry to the point that 
whatever is being done; the 
ordinary man is affected the 
most. The brunt of the hardships 
is transferred from up to the 
ordinary man of the street. It 
goes on like this in several other 
sectors; perhaps that is the 
reason why a lot of things which 
work in other climes don't 
function the way they should 
here.
On account of our perceived 

pass iveness ,  everyth ing,  
whether good or bad; is allowed 
to go on here. It is high time; we 
thought how some of these 
things can be corrected, the 
better for all of us. If we continue 
this way, it is likely that we can 
wake up and find that nothing 
works for us again.
It is little wonder how prices of 

commodities in our markets are 
what they are today. Traveling 
from one point to another is 
tasking and frustrating, as 
everything is tied to the fuel 
scarcity. And as stated above, 
people and communities can 
determine the prices of goods 
and services and not the market 
forces that should enable us get 
those things done. To say the 
least, that can be frustrating.
Nigerians always enjoy feeding 

on all situations maximally. They 
seem not to be bothered if 
suffering becomes a middle 
name for all of us. And it does 
appear that those in government 
are fully aware that Nigerians 
are docile; always accepting 
anything happening to them, 
without a modicum of strength 
to question such things.
This sad commentary leaves us 

with a lot to chew given this 
circumstance. Indeed it has a 
telling tendency to keep 
Nigerians weakened not to 
complain about the treatment 
meted on them. The effect is 
that, and it appears that 
whatever happens, Nigerians 
are persuaded to remain not 
bothered about certa in 
developments going on in the 
country.
The painful aspect of the 

scarcity is that it came to many 
with damages to several 
vehicles. Many recall that the 
whole saga started with the 
importation of adulterated 
fuel; the source we are not 
aware of; and no one is willing 
to offer any understandable 
explanation for that.
S e v e r a l  m i l l i o n s  o f  

adulterated fuel was shipped 
into Nigeria unaware to the 
authorities and before we knew 
what has hit us, several trailer-
load of the commodity found 
its way into some states. Since 
then, long fuel queues 
returned; this time with 
ferocious consistency and 
intensity.
Trust Nigerian fuel marketers, 

it was as if they were waiting 
for the development; they 
appear to know when some of 
these misfortunes will take 
place. They cashed in on it, 
selling the commodity to 
gullible Nigerians and made 
stupendous profit from the 
naivety of their countrymen 
and women.
Since the adulterated fuel 

entered the Nigerian market, 
some of the stations where it is 
d i s p e n s e d  h a v e  b e e n  
destroyed in some states 
occasioned by the rowdy 
nature of the buyers, which 
resulted in fire outbreak. For 
many motorists, they have had 
their vehicles destroyed after 
they bought and used the 
commodity.
What are witnessed daily are 

fuel stations that have 
petroleum products but are 
kept as if nothing is available. 
They are waiting for an 
announcement for the increase 
in the price of the product. 
Secondly, they are awaiting 
the order from their 'union' on 
how the product can be 
exhausted at one station 
before they turn to another.
In some states, motorists 

queue for days believing that 
they will be given the product; 
and not knowing that the 
stations don't have it. Always 
after a long wait on the queue, 
they are appealed to go home 
and return the next day. Most 
businesses have continued to 
suffer as many do not make 
any transaction for days. 

Transportation fees have 
continued to increase on a daily 
basis and pains are inflicted on 
several Nigerians who depend 
on the availability of the product 
for their activities.
There are stations which have 

remained without petroleum 
products for over a year, 
however, in the last few days 
they are back in business. They 
are back and customers are 
falling heels over each other 
buying the product at 300 
hundred naira per liter. They 
have reason to return to 
business: There is money to be 
made if the product is sold there.
They are smiling to their banks 

having made so much from the 
sweat of Nigerians. And they 
even want more if left alone. 
However hard things turn out to 
be, we have to think of a way out 
of the situation. We must go in 
search of a solution which can 
s a v e  N i g e r i a n s  f r o m  
experiencing more hardships.
The capacity to change things 

still lies in us. I believe strongly 
that the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation may not 
have done well. We are given 
daily figures of what has been 
sent into the Nigerian market, 
yet, on a daily basis, they 
queues have remained as they 
started. If as they tell us, several 
millions of gallons have been 
released into the Nigerian 
market on a daily basis, what we 
expect is that by now, no queue 
would have been expected in 
any station.
This is why many suspect that 

sabotage is highly involved, if 
not, pray say what could be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
development? Nigerians have 
heard and read in the media 
explanations concerning the 
scarcity that do not water. The 
explanations give us cause not 
to trust government about 
national assets that save us in 
our hour of need.
In the days that are ahead of us 

as a people, the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation 
must have to wake up to do 
more. Those who monitor how 
the product is distributed 
(Department of Petroleum 
Resources) have a greater 
responsibility to ensure that the 
right things are done. They must 
monitor and punish erring fuel 
stations that hoard and sell at 
exorbitant price regimes not 
regulated by government.
 Apart from the NNPC taking a 

stand, the government has a 
responsibility to act and save us 
from this embarrassment. Those 
who are presently profiting from 
the development are certainly 
Nigerians who desire that they 
gain while their country men and 
women suffer untold hardships.

“It is little wonder how prices of 
commodities in our markets are what they 
are today. Traveling from one point to 
another is tasking and frustrating, as 
everything is tied to the fuel scarcity. And 
as stated above, people and communities 
can determine the prices of goods and 
services and not the market forces that 
should enable us get those things done. To 
say the least, that can be frustrating.”

Tinubu











First Lady, Sen. Oluremi Bola Tinubu presenting cheque of N500 million to 
victims of the attack in the state to Governor Caleb Mutfwang
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Cross section of members of PLHA

His Majesty, Da Jacob Gyang Buba, CFR, Gbong Gwom Jos, State Chief Judge, 
Justice David Mang and the SGS, Arc Samuel Nanchang Jatau

Nigeria’s First Lady, Sen. Oluremi Bola Tinubu (right) putting heads 
together with Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang and First Lady 
of the State, Barr. Mrs. Helen Mutfwang

Sen. Oluremi Bola Tinubu, Governor Mutfwang, Barr. Mrs. Helen Mutfwang 
in a group photograph with beneficiaries during the presentation

Sen. Prof. Nora Ladi Dadu’ut, Hon. Mrs. Esther Simi Dusu and others

Cross section of Plateau State Security Council

From left are, former military governor, Rear Admiral S. B. Atukum, former 
Dep. Gov., Prof. Sonni Gwanle Tyoden, Amb. Bagudu Hirse and Sen. Diket 
Plang

SENATOR BOLA TINUBU PRESENTS N500 MILLION TO IDPs
Nigeria’s First Lady, Sen. Oluremi Bola Tinubu on Tuesday visited Jos, the state capital to present the sum of N500 million  to victims of the attacks in 

Plateau State at Government House, Rayfield, Jos
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UMAN Urine is evidently 
becoming an alternative Hs o l u t i o n  t o w a r d s  

c omp l emen t i n g  N i g e r i a n  
government’s strategic desire in 
ensuring adequate fertilizer to 
farmers for greater productivity 
in the country. For decades now, 
most of these farmers in 
particularly rural areas have 
continued to struggle by 
overcoming the unpalatable 
consequencis of food insecurity 
in the nation. No doubt, the 
raising cost of fertilizer has 
continue to discourage some of 
these farmers whereas, only a 
few of them can successfully lay 
their hands on these farms input 
to guarantee a bumper harvest 
for the benefit of the citizenry.
For instance, a market survey by 
the Nigeria standard reveals that 
a bag of commonly used NPK 20-
10-10 fertilizer which a year ago 
went for between N7,000.00 and 
N8,000.00 is now sold at 
N30,000.00 per bag with other 
varieties going for between 
N15,000.00 and N25,000.00 
respectively as against the 
previous price of less than 
N6,000.00, depending on the 
brand available in the market.

Mr Musa Maichibi, a farmer in 
Bassa LGA of Plateau State, 
expressed worry that farmers are 
experiencing the most difficult 
times in the nation's history 
whereby farmers  apart from the 
fear of insecurity are being 
confronted by high cost of 
farming inputs such as hiring of 
tractor, pesticides, herbicide, 
fertilizer and costs of human 
labour, transportation and which 
when put together makes 

farming a not too pleasant 
business at this crucial times.

Also sharing his opinion with 
SUNDAY STANDARD, Mallam 
Luka Barde, a dry season farmer 
in Dong, Jos North LGA, noted 
that; '' If the cost of fertilizer does 
not go down, the next farming 
season may likely experience 
severe food shortage and even a 
further hike in prices of food stuff.

''In the olden days, our great 
grand parents never knew 
anything like chemical fertilizers, 
yet people lived healthy long life. 
I grew up farming with my 
parents with just cow feces and 
ashes and the crops produced 
quite well with natural taste. 
Unfortunately, the white men 
came with their so called 
civilization and destroyed our 
land. What we have today is 
devastation of both land and 
health of human beings due to 
the effects of chemicals in our 

food.'' Barde added.
Another view was expressed by 

Haruna Garba, a resident of 
Narguta in Jos north who noted 
t ha t ;  ' 'W i t h  t h i s  l a t e s t  
development, Nigeria has now 
joined the league of nations that 
convert human urine as a 
component for making fertilizer. 
Then, the borne of contention 
was, how were they going to 
collect the urine and what will be 
the guarantee that this will not go 
as one of these  elephant projects 
which never saw the light of the 
day.

''It is quite sad that the 
government is taking such a risk 
at the expense of its citizens 
especially in a country where 
majority of its populace eat from 
hand to mouth with dare 
consequences. Imagine the 
government telling the populace 
to  take a bite at their own fists in 
the name of improving their farm 

yield especially in view of our 
backwardness and the general 
level of poor hygiene in most of 
our communities and with 
diseases rampaging the people. 
What then is the guarantee that 
the use of human urine will not 
endanger the health of its citizens 
at any given time.'' Garba  asked.

Although the argument appears 
to be gaining currency, some 
Nigerians like Madam  Asabe 
Jang, expressed misgivings over 
the idea of using human urine as 
fertilizer. According to her; We as 
a people are not ready for that. 
Let the government  address the 
challenge by subsidizing  farming 
imputs with the collaboration of 
the  Federal, States and Local 
Government  Councils.

But Mr Chinge Rivie, a retired 
civil servant in Bassa LGA, now a 
farmer in a chat with SUNDAY 
STANDARD  said; ''There is no 
need for apprehension by some 

individuals on the usuage of 
human urine after all, most 
people don't even know the 
secret behind some of the food 
we all consume. Farmers in most 
cases have now adopted the use 
of human urine in place of 
chemical fertilizer.

' 'Nowadays, farmers buy 
human urine stored in public or 
residential  septic tanks or 
soakaways then mix the 
substance with other chemicals 
to get the desired  bags to cover 
the entire farm and the yield is 
always amazing and in most 
cases more than the chemical 
fertilizer yield.'' Rivie disclosed.

However, the reason for the 
soaring cost of chemical 
fertilizers may be associated with 
Federal Government's efforts of 
breaking the jinx and taking out 
the firm grip of powerful cartels 
behind fertilizer control by the 
removal of subsidy some years 
ago which allowed market forces 
to determine the procurement 
and sale of the product.

Although the government 
decision yielded positive results 
in terms of the stabilizing cost of 
the commodity, the current down 
turn of the economy coupled with 
inflationary trends and general 
insecurity is taking its toll on the 
availability of fertilizers.

Other factors associated with 
this scarcity and high cost has to 
do with Federal Government 
placing strict control on the 
product in the wake of insurgency 
in the north western part of the 
country where terrorists had 
taken advantage of the low cost 
of the product such as Urea 
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The high cost of fertilizer which is fast going beyond the reach of an average farmer in Nigeria has forced the users to look for cheaper and 
environment friendly alternative source of growing their farm produce or risk being cut out of the farming business. KENNETH DARENG, 
writes.

It is quite sad that the government is taking such a risk 

at the expense of its citizens especially in a country 

where majority of its populace eat from hand to mouth 

with dare consequences. Imagine the government 

telling the populace to  take a bite at their own fists in 

the name of improving their farm yield especially in 

view of our backwardness and the general level of poor 

hygiene in most of our communities and with diseases 

rampaging the people. What then is the guarantee that 

the use of human urine will not endanger the health of 

its citizens at any given time.

Fertilizer scarcity: Farmers resort to human urine









T is with a heavy heart that Bangles 
mourns the death of one of our own, IMrs. Osinachi Nwachukwu. It is alleged 

that she died as a result of domestic violence 
meted to her by her husband. Today's topic is 
the correlation between spousal killings and 
the stigmatization of divorce and the 
divorced. But before we go into the heart of 
it, let us look at the correlation between 
mental ill-health and spousal abuse in order 
to understand abuse.

We live in a society where divorce is seen as 
a taboo and a stigma and because of that, a 
lot of women and men stay in abusive 
marriages with the hope and prayer that one 
day, the abusive spouse will change. That is 
the mistake of a lifetime. Abusers do not 
change because of their psychological make-
up. This means that prevention is the 
solution.

What we need to start doing as a society is 
to make basic psychology a part of our 
curriculum. A knowledge of basic psychology 
can tell you when someone's behaviour 
reflects a personality disorder or any other 
type of mental health. This of course, is 
subject to confirmation by a clinical 
psychologist. Let me give you an example. If 
your spouse takes your picture and cuts it up 
in anger, that is a form of violence in 
psychology. This is an indication of a deeper 
problem. If you do not know this, you will put 
it down to anger and think nothing of it. It 
could be your car or credentials or something 
very important to you. When a spouse starts 
to display this type of  violence towards you, 
you either ask for him to get the help he or 
she needs or you think of how to start 
protecting yourself because sooner than 
later, the big one will happen.

First and foremost, abuse starts in the mind 
and as such, before we can prevent or stop 
abuse, we have to  understand and address 
the mind of an abuser. Most abusers have 
one form of personality disorder or mental 
health issue that is undiagnosed. This means 
that if we are serious as individuals, we have 
to educate ourselves and our children about 
the possibility of these and then as a society, 
we have to enshrine psychological testing 
and profiling for intending couples and 
leaders, medical personnel, military and the 
police. The test should be part of the criteria 
for entry into these areas. 

Psychological/psychiatric test and profiling 
should be critical in marriage because it is 
safer to end a relationship with a potential 
abuser than it is to die in marriage. It is also 
critical for our society to teach basic 
psychology not only in school but to young 
people of marriage age and married couples 
because there is a scientific correlation 
between abuse and personality disorder or 
mental health. 

Mental ill-health is often associated with 
violence, and  personality disorders, which 
closely relates to mental ill-health, are  
particularly sneaky because the perpetrator 
does not look or behave mad. He or she can 
live a life that seems normal and yet he or 
she may have a personality disorder that is 
violent. An understanding of personality 
disorders and mental health in general will 
help in preventing domestic violence and 
spousal abuse or Intimate Partner Violence 
(IPV), According to Forbes:

Intimate Partner Violence is defined 
broadly as physical, sexual, or psychological 
harm inflicted by a current or former 
romantic partner or spouse…. To better 
understand the risk factors associated with 
Intimate Partner Violence, the researchers 
examined 10 personality disorders defined 
by the DSM-5 (paranoid, schizoid, 
schizotypal, antisocial, borderline, histrionic, 
narcissistic, avoidant, dependent and 
obsessive–compulsive) and explored their 
associations with intimate partner violence. 
They found antisocial personalities, or people 
who tend to lie, break the law, act 
impulsively, and lack consideration for their 
own safety or the safety of others, and 
borderline personalities, or those who 
experience frequent feelings of instability 
and worthlessness and who struggle to 
maintain healthy relationships, were most 
likely to be the perpetrators or victims of 
intimate partner violence. “At the global IPV 
perpetration level, every personality 
disorder except for histrionic and obsessive-
compulsive demonstrated significant and 
positive effects,” say the researchers. 
“Perhaps unsurprisingly, the largest effect 

psychologist. According to FHE health, in an 
article titled “Domestic violence and 
personality disorder, the eye opening link”:

It's not uncommon for people diagnosed 
with personality disorders to have been 
victims of violence themselves as children. 
Psychiatric professionals will look for 
symptoms when assessing someone's 
condition, such as an unstable sense of self 
or a history of social difficulties. Often, for 
instance, people with a borderline 
personality disorder may struggle to trust 
others in their close interpersonal 
relationships and/or act impulsively, without 
thinking about the likely consequences of 
their actions.

The Forgoing is from FHE. We can see that 
the problem of domestic violence or Intimate 
Partner Violence is not as simple as it looks. 
It is a problem that could stem from 
childhood based on how parents treat their 
children and what experiences a child goes 
through generally, and only a clinical 
psychologist can confirm and treat this. We 
can suspect and report  mental health 
disorder in our intimate partners and 
spouses, if we have basic understanding of 
personality disorders and mental health 
issues. 

Any organization that stands against 
spousal abuse must understand the need 
and importance of attacking the problem of 
spousal abuse from its roots and must also 
empower men and women to know when a 
man or woman has potentials for abuse. 
Abusers do not change because their 
problem is intrinsic. It is in their 
psychological make-up. A spouse who is not 
abusive in nature, will not abuse his or her 
spouse even if the environment and culture 
provide the enabling environment to do so. 
An abusive partner will abuse even when the 
law will take its course. Question is, do we 
want to be victims in the name of marriage? 
Why are we more reactive than proactive? 
Why do we look so solutions when 
irretrievable harm has already been done?

Marriage does not only deal with human 
behaviour,it deals with the creation of life 

itself. It births a child and lays the 
psychological foundations for that child. It 
determines the psychological profile of that 
child as an adult in future. It determines 
whether that child will grow into a balanced 
individual who has respect for human beings 
and is protective of same, not minding the 
gender or if he or she will develop an abusive 
personality disorder. This is why carrying out 
psychiatric and psychological tests BEFORE 
marriage becomes crucial, whether it is 
customary, court or church marriage. This is 
the proactive approaching in stopping 
domestic violence or Intimate Partner 
Violence(IPV).

Any NGO, Government or organization will 
be proactive because the damage caused by 
a reactive approach to spousal abuse is often 
fatal. I propose that a bill to make this a law 
should be formulated and submitted to the  
Houses of Assembly for the creation of a law 
that makes psychological and psychiatric  
tests mandatory. This is because we have 
seen clearly that there is correlation between 
mental ill-health and domestic violence. 
Personality disorders in particular, affects 
people who look and function “normally” 
until some of their behaviour calls into 
question, the soundness of their minds.

Marrying or remaining with an abusive 
partner is gambling with your life .This why A 
test will give partners a very clear idea of the 
risk involved if they decide to marry a partner 
who has a mental health condition or an 
abusive personality disorder. We should not 
only test people who beat traffic lights. We 
should also test before the issuance of any 
type of license, be it drivers license , 
professional license or marriage license or 
certificate. Testing before marriage is crucial 
because marriage does not only shape lives 
but it can also destroy lives when it is 
abusive.

 An example of the general traits of an 
abusive personality disorder and how they 
can affect relationships are highlighted by 
FHE. It says that people who have an 
untreated abusive personality disorder may 
demonstrate traits like  sensitivity to 

rejection or abandonment, poor social skills, 
hostility toward a gender, high levels of 
dependence, controll ing behaviors, 
heightened feelings of rage,and acts of 
mental and/or physical abuse.

  Secondly, it is apparent that a lot of us 
think that physical abuse is the only type of 
abuse or violence. If someone is not beating 
up his or her spouse, he or she is  not an 
abuser. Wrong. There are various types of 
behaviour that are classified as violence. The 
New Found land Labrador itemizes the types 
of violence as follows: Physical Violence 
occurs when someone uses a part of their 
body or an object to control a person's 
actions.Sexual Violence occurs when a 
person is forced to unwillingly take part in 
sexual activity. Emotional Violence occurs 
when someone says or does something to 
make a person feel stupid or worthless. 
Psychological Violence occurs when 
someone uses threats and causes fear in an 
individual to gain control. Spiritual 
Violence  (or religious) occurs when 
someone uses an individual's spiritual beliefs 
to manipulate, dominate or control that 
person. Cultural Violence occurs when an 
individual is harmed as a result of practices 
that are part of her or his culture, religion or 
tradition. Verbal Abuse occurs when 
someone uses language, whether spoken or 
written, to cause harm to an individual. 
Financial Abuse occurs when someone 
controls an individual's financial resources 
without the person's consent or misuses 
those resources and Neglect is when 
someone has the responsibility to provide 
care or assistance for an individual but does 
not.The Forgoing is from the New found Land 
Labrador.

  In my opinion,killings or maiming of wives 
and husband, girlfriends and boyfriend for 
money ritual and other purposes is a form of 
spiritual abuse that may not be very obvious 
but happens in African marriages. Health 
Abuse occurs when the chronic and 
persistent behaviour of a spouse can cause 
the partner to develop stress related disease 
such as cancer and high blood pressure. 
Infidelity is a form of emotional abuse that 
can cause high blood pressure in the one 
being cheated on and neglect by the cheating 
spouse.

  Knowledge of what constitutes violence 
and abuse will go a long way in stemming or 
stopping domestic abuse before or while it is 
happening and this can only be done through 
formal or informal teaching of basic 
psychology. How do I know when I am being 
abused? when do I know when to leave? How 
do I avoid marrying an abuser?  how do I 
know if my husband is an abuser? how do I 
raise my children to ensure that they do not 
become abusers? What are forms and types 
of abuse? Where can I find a psychologist  
and a psychiatrist? How do I teach my 
children to identify abusers?  These are a few 
questions that our NGOs and  Government 
through exper t  psycho log is t  and 
psychiatrist, can answer to help prevent 
abuse in our society.

  We have taken a look at the correlation 
between mental health and personality 
disorders on one hand, and spousal abuse on 
the other hand. Next week we will look at 
how the stigmatization of divorce has also 
kept women and men in their marriages with 
the hope and prayer of their spouses 
changing, until they got killed. We will look at 
why it has become important for the society 
at large to stop stigmatizing divorce and 
divorcees as a way of giving respite to the 
abused and saving their lives.

sizes were found for antisocial and 
borderline, which are also the two most 
widely studied personality disorders in 
relation to IPV.To arrive at this conclusion, 
the researchers scoured the scientific 
literature for studies examining intimate 
partner violence and personality disorders. 
They identified 163 such studies with 189 
individual samples.

The forgoing is from Forbes. Clearly, we 
can see that there is a correlation between 
abuse and some  personality disorders. In 
some cases, this could be outright 
undiagnosed psychosis. This personality 
disorders  and mental health disorders could 
stem from childhood. If an individual is 
suspected to have a personality disorder, it is 
better to convince him to see a clinical 
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Spousal killings and the stigmatization of divorce
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HOSE words are 
you  go i ng  t o  Wbelieve? When you 

believe Satan's words, his lies 
and intimidation, then you 
shut the door for God's power 
to operate. What does God 
say? He says do not be afraid. 
You may be tempted to, it 
may look hopeless and it may 
look like there is no way out 
but remember; there is 
nothing that earth has to 
offer you that heaven cannot 
beat a thousand times over. 
So, how do we hook up to 

God's provision, protection, 
preservation and divine 
interventions? The basis on 
which we hook up to God is by 
believing His word. Amos 3:3 
says it this way; can two walk 
together, except they be 
agreed?  God's words are 
superior than the devil's word 
just as God's power is 
superior to the devil's power. 
God himself is superior to the 
devil and that superiority 
manifests itself in the fact 
that when God's power is at 
work, it cancels, neutralizes 
and uproots anything that the 
devil is doing.
There is no disease that God 

cannot heal, no situation God 
cannot rectify. There is no 
situation so dark or hopeless 
that the power of God cannot 
get involved in and change. 
The thing is understanding 
the spirituality of life and how 
that life is governed by words 
and as you hook up to the 
right words which are God's 
word, you open the door for 
that divine power to begin to 
flow in your circumstance and 
you will see before your eyes, 
n a t u r a l  h u m a n  
imposs ib i l i t ies ,  turned 
around to become divine 
possibilities. 
Getting God to be involved 

in your life is not as hard as 
many people think it to be. 
Make your choice to day 
between trusting God and 
being afraid. 
Isaiah 12:2 says, Behold, 

God  my salvation; I will 
trust, and not be afraid: for 
the LORD JEHOVAH  my 
strength and  song; he 
also is become my salvation. 
God is my salvation, He is my 
deliverance, my welfare, my 
rescue, my safety, my 
protection, my preservation 
and the timely help that I 
need. Now whatever your 
circumstance, the scriptures 
say; see that God is the 
solution that you need. 
The ord salvation is the 

Hebrew word, Yeshua. This is 
the title that Jesus occupies in 
his Messianic office as 
redeemer and saviour. So 
literarily the scripture is 
saying, look and see the 
salvation that God has made 
available to you is only found 

is

is
my

in Yeshua; the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This verse goes 
further to say; I will trust 
and not be afraid. That 
means that the only way I 
can defeat the fear of 
whatever it is that I am 
faced with is to trust in the 
salvation made available 
through Yeshua, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
When Jesus came to the 

earth, died and was raised 

from the dead victorious, 
that was the only thing that 
broke the devil's power. 
There is no force on earth 
that can contend with the 
devil's and defeat him 
outside of the power of God. 
However, the good news is 
that once you become a 
believer by giving your life 
to the Lord Jesus Christ; 
that same power that raised 
Jesus from the dead is made 
available to you. 
Now there is no such thing 

as a disease that cannot be 
healed, a question in your 
life that cannot be answered 
or a need that cannot be 
met if you factor in the 
power of God. 
Satan has broken forth 

upon the earth today 
bringing great cause for 
fear. There is almost no 
nation on the earth that is 
not going through one kind 
of crisis or the other. Human 
beings are at a loss for what 
to do and wondering about 
how life would go on a 
national and individual 
scale. But the bible says 
that the answer to any fear 
is putting faith and trust in 
the salvation that the Lord 
Jesus Christ has brought to 
this earth through His death 
and resurrection. Today, 
refuse to be afraid and 
choose to trust God.

I believe with the whole of 
my heart that Isaiah 12:2 
will be your testimony as you 
refuse to be afraid and 
choose rather to channel 
your energ ies toward 
trusting God. When you trust 
God, you will see the 
marvelous power of God 
come to your rescue again 
and again; He will deliver 
you and put a testimony and 

a song upon your lips. 
Now, by way of quick recap, 

we have established certain 
things about the spirit of 
fear. First of all, we said that 

ndfear is a spirit. 2  Timothy 
1:7 says For God hath not 
given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind. Fear is 
not just a reaction you feel 
but a spirit and it began to 
operate in this world when 
Adam sinned and the curse 
and death came into this 
world. 
Secondly, we established 

that Satan can do nothing 
outside the operation of the 
spirit of fear. This is why the 
Bible encourages us to 
refuse to be afraid but trust 
God because as we trust 
him, we shut down the 
operation of the spirit of fear 
and Satan is literarily 

stripped of any ability he 
may have to inflict harm in 
our lives.
Thirdly, we established 

that fear manifests itself in 

the life of a human being 

t h r o u g h  t h o u g h t s ,  

suggestions and ideas. Fear 

operates as we wrongly 

interpret our circumstance 

and attempt to get help for 

our lives without God. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 makes it 

very clear. It says; trust in 

the LORD with all thine 

heart; and lean not unto 

thine own understanding. In 

all thy ways acknowledge 

him, and he shall direct thy 

paths. If you would trust 

Him with all your heart; 

a cknow ledge  H im o r  

consider how mighty He is 

and consider how He has 

been your deliverance in the 

past, then His power will be 

deployed in our circumstance 

to make a way for you where 

there seemed to be no way. 
I am reminded of the children 

of Israel when they were 

delivered from Egypt and were 

face to face with the red sea. 

They cried to Moses saying 

you should have left us to die 

in the hands of the Egyptians. 

Sometimes, when you are 

faced with circumstances and 

there seems to be no way out, 

remember that God saw a 

path in the sea and knew 

exactly what He was going to 

do.  Where the Israelites did 

not see a way out, God saw a 

way out and a path in the 

mighty waters. 
As Moses trusted in God's 

direction and instructions, 

God's power was deployed to 

do something that had never 

been done before on the earth. 

That was the first time in 

man's recorded history that 

the power of God parted a 

massive sea and allowed the 

children of Israel to pass 

through on dry ground. 
I tell you the truth; God has 

not forgotten how to part red 

seas. Just remember that only 

the power of God, not man's 

reasoning can do that. 

Whenever you are faced with a 

situation you have never been 

faced with, you are about to 

see a deliverance you have 

never seen before. 
As you choose to trust God 

today, that red sea will part. 

You will see the marvels and 

the wonders of Almighty God. 

Not only will He deliver you, 

but God will promote you and 

put a new song of victory upon 

your lips. Find out today from 

God's word what he has said 

about your circumstance and 

believe it and chose not to fear. 

Fear not trust God

“

“

There is no disease that God cannot heal, no situation God cannot 
rectify. There is no situation so dark or hopeless that the power of 
God cannot get involved in and change. The thing is 
understanding the spirituality of life and how that life is governed 
by words and as you hook up to the right words which are God's 
word, you open the door for that divine power to begin to flow in 
your circumstance and you will see before your eyes, natural 
human impossibilities, turned around to become divine 
possibilities. 
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in one’s commitment.
Do you have any album to your credit and if 

not,  how soon?
I don't have any album to my credit though I have 

songs written down sang by many.
I hope to work on that any moment soon, may by 

next year if God permits me.
How can you compare the messages of 

Gospel music of the old and now?
There is a big difference, the impact and focus 

in gospel music is gradually fading compared to 

the old gospel music but there is a ray of hope 

because God is rasing people with great impact 

and anointing too even in such a time. For such 

people; the impact and focus of their songs is the 

gospel that can't be denied.
What about the contemporary nature of 

some of these songs and mode of dressing 

by Gospel musicians, 

what are your 

thoughts?
For me, the 

n a t u r e  o f  

s o m e ,  

please note I 

use the word 

Can you tell me a bit about yourself?
My name is Audu Philimon U. Joseph, a Pastor 

with Church of Christ in Nations,(COCIN) currently 

serving in COCIN Rukuba Road, RCC Kabong-Jos.
I am the fourth born out of five children and 

convener of the programme, Worship beyond 

Words.
You seem to be in love with 

gospel music and the great 

passion you exhibit praising 

God in church, what is this 

kind of music to you?
Yes am deeply in love with 

Gospel music, not just music 

but Gospel music. Gospel 

music is what I place 

much value in doing and 

am sure God also finds 

pleasure in it too. For 

me, this kind of music 

beyond it's name is a 

p l e a s u r e  o r  

satisfaction to God 

when it is done  in 

spirit and truth.
It is also a medium 

to preach the gospel 

to others too.
When did you 

begin to sing as a 

gospel musician?
Since I was a child. I could 

remember on that faithful day 

that my uncle took me to the Church 

and I was singing, I felt like joining the 

group; but I knew that he won't allow me 

so I said to myself one day, I will be there 

and to God be the glory He has taken me  

me there..
I know there are some challenges, 

mention some please?
There are some personal songs written by 

me but not released because of financial 

challenges, I could remember one of my 

friends heard me sang and she was like sir, 

people need to bless you through this songs 

ooh.
Sometimes, one has to combine music 

with other responsibilities in other to meet 

up with demands and most times; this 

effects the standard of music
Sometimes the challenge is pressure 

Continued on page 26

Continued on page 26

Have you checked the newest "Forbes 400: The Full List of 
The Richest People in America" yet?

Surprise, Bill Gates, with a net worth of $81 billion, is 
ranked No. 1 for the 23rd year running. Meanwhile, his 
friend Warren Buffett fell to third place for the first time in 
15 years with a net worth of $65.5 billion.

Thanks to soaring stock prices of hot tech firms, CEOs at 
the helm of those companies seem to have been 
accumulating wealth at a much faster pace than others. 
Amazon.com CEO Jeff Bezos gained $20 billion to boost his 
net worth to $67 billion, making him the second-richest 
person in the U.S.

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg jumped into fourth place, 
his highest rank ever, with a net worth of $55.5 billion. 
However, Oracle founder Larry Ellison landed at No. 5 for 
the first time since 2007. His net worth is $49.3 billion.

Standing on the No. 6 spot is former New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, CEO of the eponymous firm Bloomberg 
L.P., who has a net worth of $45 billion.

These six richest multi-billionaires have a combined 
$363.3 billion at their withdrawal, most of which is still held 
as stakes in the companies they founded. However, part of 
their fortune is vested in real estate. Mr. Gates, for one, 
owns a Washington mansion worth about $170 million, 
several horse ranches across the U.S. and shares in some 
luxury hotel chains through his private investment firm, 
Cascade.

Here, take a look at the residences the six richest moguls 
call home:

Where do richest 
Americans live?

L – R: Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg and Michael Bloomberg.

Bill GatesWorth: $81 billion Home: Medina, Washington

Mr. Gates, 60, spends most of his time at his 66,000-square-foot 
Medina, Washington, mansion, nicknamed Xanadu 2.0 after the 
title character's estate in Citizen Kane. The mansion overlooks 
Lake Washington. It took Mr. Gates seven years and $63.2 million 
to build this house, which is filled with lots of high-tech features. 
He purchased the lot for $2 million in 1988, but it's now worth an 
estimated $170 million, according to public records.

Mr. Bezos, 52, in the process of building his e-commerce empire, 
scooped up a vast amount of real properties over the years, 

Jeff BezosWorth: $67 billion Home: Medina, Washington

‘I place much value in gospel music’
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ACCOUNTANT General of 
the Federation (AGF) has 
promised to chase reforms 
that uphold and promote 
prudence, transparency 
and accountabi l ity in 
government  f inanc ia l  
transactions.

The AGF specifically 
assured to take requisite 
steps to permanently 
resolve observed and 
potential threats to the 
efficient and continuous 
implementation of all the 
f inancial management 
reform initiatives of the 
Federal Government.

Madein explained that 
since assumption of office, 
she has undertaken in-
depth review of the 
financial reforms and will 
leverage on the outcome of 
the review to inject new 
ideas and strategies into 
the projects so that the 
gains so far recorded will be 
sustained.

“Recently, the OAGF had 
meticulous engagements 
w i t h  I P P I S  S e r v i c e  
providers, I can assure you 
that there has been great 
imp rovemen t  i n  t he  
operations of the payment 
platform. The review of 
o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  
management policies is 
underway. The objective is 
to give the necessary 
revitalization to these 
policies to make them 
function optimally”, she 
explained in a statement 
sent out Friday morning in 
Abuja and signed by Bawa 
Mokwa, AGF Director of 
Press.

She said the OAGF will 
sustain the practice of 
publishing FAAC revenue 
distribution details to the 
three government tiers.

She noted that publication 
of the revenue distribution 
will keep Nigerians abreast 
w i t h  t h e  r e v e n u e  
generation and distribution 
effort of the Federal 
Government and help them 
ba l a n c e  g ove r nmen t  
performance with revenue 
inflows at all levels.

 “A government can only 
thrive if the citizens are 
carried along in managing 

public funds. Nigerians 
need to be aware of the 
inflows and expenditures. 
With this, they can compare 
revenue collected with the 
developments on grounds 
to ascertain whether the 
government is performing 
or not”, Madein added.

She revealed that the 
2022 revenue distribution 
figures were ready for 
publication, which will be 
followed by the publication 
of the details of the revenue 
distribution made in 2023.

According to her, the 
seeming delay in publishing 
the 2022 figures was due to 
a number of factors, 
including the overriding 
determination to institute 
appropriate and permanent 
mechan ism that  w i l l  
guarantee cont inuous 
publication of the revenue 
distribution

Acknowledging the high 
level of interest shown by 
Nigerians in the revenue 
generation and distribution 
effort of the Government, 
she assured that effort is in 
top gear to ensure that the 
revenue distribution figures 
are published monthly.

On revenue generation, 

the AGF said there has been 

a remarkable increase in 

government revenue and 

expressed optimism that 

the trend will be sustained.

Madein further assured 

that her office will ensure 

prompt and continuous 

release of funds to the 

MDAs and the three tiers of 

gove rnment  so  tha t  

development effort will not 

be hampered.

NIGERIA'S total public 
debt doubled within a 
period of one year hitting 
N87.4 trillion in the second 
qua r t e r  o f  2023 ,  a  
BusinessDay analysis has 
shown.

According to the latest 
d a t a  o f  t h e  D e b t  
Management Office (DMO), 
the country's debt rose by 
102 percent to N87.4 
trillion, the highest in at 
least 11 years from N42.8 
trillion in Q2 last year. The 
percent increase is higher 
than 20.6 percent increase 
for the previous year.

It also increased on a 
quarter on quarter basis, by 
75.3 percent to N49.9 
trillion.

“The major addition to the 
public debt stock was the 
inclusion of the N22.7 
trillion securitised FGN's 
W a y s  a n d  M e a n s  
Advances,” DMO said in a 
statement.

The Ways and Means 
Advances is a loan facility 
through which the CBN 
finances the shortfalls in 
the government's budget.

Nigeria's total public debt 
stock comprises total 
domestic and external 
debts of the Federal 
Government of Nigeria, the 
thirty-six states, and the 
Federal Capital Territory.

The statement noted that 
other additions to the debt 
stock were new borrowings 
by the Federal Government 

and the sub-nationals from 
local and external sources.

“The reforms already 
introduced by the present 
administration and those 
that may emerge from the 
recommendations of the 
Fiscal Reform and Tax 
Policies Committee are 
expected to impact debt 
strategy and improve debt 

sustainability,” it said.
The DMO had earlier 

p r o j e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  
country's public debt 
burden may hit N77 trillion 
following the National 
Assembly's approval of the 
r e q u e s t  b y  f o r m e r  
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to restructure the 
CBN's ways and means 
advances.

AGF to drive reforms in government's 
financial management

Nigeria's total debt doubles in 
one year

THE Federal Government 
says Nigeria is on its pathway 
to economic prosper ity 
t h r o u g h  e f f e c t i v e  
implementation of policies for 
sustainable growth and 
development.

Sen. Abubakar Bagudu, the 
Minister of Budget and 
Economic Planning, said this at 
the end of the 22nd Joint 
Planning Board (JPB) and 
National Economic Council on 
Development Planning (NCDP) 
recently in Osogbo.

The meeting has as its 
theme: “Imperatives for 
Restoring Nigeria on the Part 
of Sustainable Eonomic 
Growth and Development”.

Bagudu said that the 
e conom i c  summi t  was  
signif icant in providing 
opportunities for government 
officials at helm of affairs to 
brainstorm and interrogate 
economic policies that would 
put Nigeria among the comity 

of nations.
Gov. Ademola Adeleke and 

Sen. Abubakar Bagudu, 
Minister of Budget and 
National Planning

He added that the theme of 
the summit was carefully 
crafted to restore and stabilise 
micro growth and economic 
development of the country.

According to him, the 
imperatives for restoring 
Nigeria on the pathway of 
sustainable economic growth 
and development is paramount 
for industrialisation and 
economic prosperity.

Bagudu appealed to state 
governors, local government 
representatives and the entire 
citizens to support the federal 
government in fashioning and 
repositioning the country on 
the path of economic growth 
and development.

The minister commended 
Gov. Ademola Adeleke of Osun 
for accepting to host the 
meeting.

He said he's had been briefed 
by the Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministry of Budget and 
Economic  P lann ing,  Mr  
Nebeolisa Anako, that about 
30 commissioners or state 
representatives of budget and 
economic planning were in 
Osogbo for the meeting.

Bagudu said that the 
attendance demonstrated the 
importance of joint planning 
and the national council on 
development.

According to him, examples 
from countries that have 
achieved development have 
shown that planning played a 
crucial role in their economic 
take-off.

“Ethiopia, for instance, 
demonstrated that careful 

p l a n n i n g  c a n  d e l i v e r  
prosperity, with a growth rate 
of about 80 per cent for over a 
decade.

“Similarly, India, Korea, and 
other Asian countries have 
achieved success through 
planning.

“Given that Nigeria is a 
federation with provisions 
requiring federal, state, and 
local governments to lead 
through planning and the 
constitutional provision for a 
joint planning board between 
t h e  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  
governments,” he said.

Bagudu, who emphasised 
unity, said that diversity is not 
a distraction but a potential 
benefit.

He encouraged cooperation 
and recognition of common 
goals, likening the mindset to 
the creation of trade unions 
worldwide.

“In my humble view, we are 
the most important link in our 
federal setting.

“We are the ones with 
constitutional responsibilities 
for planning in the states and 
coordinating such planning 
with the federal government,” 
he said.

Earlier, Adeleke said the 
gathering showed a reflection 
of diverse collective dedication 
to finding solution to the 
economic challenges facing 
the country.

The governor said the event 
was timely as the country was 
planning to navigate through 
the  evo lv ing  economic  
landscape.

He said that Osun would 
continue to play its path 
toward ensuring economic 
prosperity through robust 
economic policies.

T h e  g o v e r n o r  u r g e d  

participants to come up with 
immediate measures to help 
mitigate the recent ecomomic 
challenges confronting the 
nation.

In his remarks, Mr Adebiyi 
Adewale, the Comptroller- 
General of Customs, said the 
gathering would provide 
meaninful dialogue, insight 
and also foster partnership 
that would drive the country's 
economy to greater heights.

Nigeria on pathway to economic prosperity – FG

Tinubu

Akpabio

Madein

NIGERIA National Petroleum 
Company (NNPC) has denied 
speculations that it plans to 
move its headquarters in Abuja 
to Lagos.

Mr Mele Kyari, the Group Chief 
Executive Officer (GCEO) NNPC 
made the denial at the resumed 
investigative hearing of the ad 
hoc  commi t t ee  on  t he  
acquisition of OVH Energy by 
NNPCL recently.

Kyari said that contrary to the 
petition by petitioners, the 
company had no plan of moving 
its headquarters to Lagos, 
adding that this was in spite of 
its present status of a private 
company, registered with the 
Corporate Affairs Commission.

He said the insinuation might 
not be unconnected with the 

fact that 70 per cent of its 
operations were in Lagos, adding 
that moving the headquarters 
would incur additional cost on 
the company.

He said the NNPC Ltd. had 
merged its operations and 
moved the right people where 
they were required to function.

Accord ing to  h im,  the  
registered headquarters of 
NNPC Ltd. is in Abuja, the mere 
fact that the GCEO sit with the 
operations staff does not mean it 
had moved to Lagos.

According to him, those 
making the allegation were 
doing so because they don't 
want to move; this is the 
challenge of merger and 
acquisition all over the world. We 

have given them option to 
resign.

“The company cannot keep 
them where they are not 
needed; this is what the 
petitions are all about.”

He noted that in every merger 
and acquisition, the dominant 
culture must be allowed to take 
over such as service, adding 
that this was exactly what the 
NNPC Ltd was doing.

“Merger and acquisition comes 
with challenges but we are 
minimising the impact, we have 
to make the business happen.

“We are doing everything 
possible to ensure that it has no 
negative impact and we will 
ensure it creates value,” he said.

We have no plan to move NNPC headquarters 
-Kyari

CHANGE OF NAME

I formerly known and address 
as IBIANG KEZIAH IBRI, 
now wish to be address as 
IBANG KEZIAH EBRI. All 
former document remain valid 
concern authority and general 
public to please take note.

IBANG

I  former ly known  as 
D A C H A A N  J A P A N I S  
DIENAAN, now wish to be 
a dd r e s s  a s  D A C H A A N  
D I E N A A N .  A l l  f o r m e r  
document  remain va l id  
concern authority and general 
public to please take note.

DACHAAN

I formerly known as RWANG 
MAGDALINE JOHN, now wish 
to be address as GYANG 
MAGDALINE JOHN. Al l  
former document remain valid 
concern authority and general 
public to please take note.

JOHN

I formerly known as GWOM 
HANATU ADAMU, now wish 
to be address as ADAMU 
HANNATU DUNG. All former 
document  remain va l id  
concern authority 

please take note.
and general 

public to 

DUNG
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because God is building gospel music ministers 

who will sing and the power of God will move 

beyond expectations. I have hope that the glory of 

the time to come will be greater than the former by 

the grace of God, we must keep praying and 

expecting that the future will be better than that of 

the past although it seems almost impossible but I 

already see it  raising beyond what we see and for 

me; I believe that one day in no distance time, the 

glory of Gospel songs will return
Any advice for upcoming musicians?
Yes, there is an advice for the up coming 

musicians. You can't ignore spending time with 

God and expect to know, receive and sing the kind 

of songs that God finds pleasure in.
I must be emphatic here that when it comes to 

the issue of Gospel songs the first and most 

important thing is to be born again, when I say 

born again, am not taking about going for 

programmes and ministering or attending 

gatherings where born again people of God 

fellowship. Being born again has two dimensions 

and this has to do with giving you life in Christ and 

accepting His is King. This is the challenge of many 

ministers today, what we even sing is yet to 

become life to us. And also, never you compete 

with another minister out there, be original, If you 

are original then you will be exceptional.
You must invest time in your fellowship with God, 

when a song carries the presence of God, there is 

miracle. 
Also I want you to know that it is God who gives 

songs and when He gives them, He also backup 

the songs and use it as a channel to glorify His 

name. As a minister, if your goal is not to glorify 

God then you won't last and your impact will be 

less felt.
Final word?
To be good in anything and your time must be 

invested.
Never be discouraged about starting small, no 

seed ever becomes a tree without going through a 

process. Ensure that you spend time with God to 

receive heavenly kind of music that will bring 

healing to our generation.
Thanks a lot.

some in my words. The nature of some of these 

songs and dressing are mostly in conformity to 

that of the word. I guess, for some, the 

reason is to gain acceptance and not look  

old fashioned. This has led to exposing 

sensitive parts of the body and 

singing songs that are not gospel at 

all. For some of our Fathers; they 

see the contradiction between 

the songs we sing, the mode 

of our dressing, some of 

them have personally 

confronted us and 

asked if we are talking 

to some of those people 

because the way they 

dress is different from 

the what they sing. As 

regards to this; still I 

can see a revival 

gradually happening though slo

wly.
Most of the Gospel songs of today 

lacks originality, what do you think 

is the problem?
That is true, for some of the gospel 

songs of today there is an absence of 

originality. You can hear someone singing a gospel 

song but with a infusion of worldly beating from 

another song.
For me, the problem is because many people 

don't want to spend quality time with God and our 

goal is to please the people not God. You see, if we 

spend quality time with God, we will sing heavenly 

songs even while here on earth before we even 

arrive heaven. If our goal is to please people not 

God, then we can't have heavenly songs because 

to the worldly; the heavenly don't make sense.
The word original is something which others are 

copied, it also means something that is fresh or 

being first. God gives songs and when He gives a 

song, it comes with originality meaning it comes 

fresh with much power, you know when something 

is fresh, it carries much power and impact. For me, 

the absence of originality has caused the absence 

of impact and power when we hear songs. Some of 

the hymns we sing today were written hundreds of 

years back but they still carry the same impact, 

they carried then when they were first written and 

the secret is about originality. Most of those who 

wrote those songs wrote them from their 

experiences, circumstances while some received 

the songs following their  encounter and or 

revelation.
What do we expect of you 

in the near future?
There is still a ray of 

hope. For me, without 

fear, I will say there is 

going to be a mighty 

revival in the aspect of 

Gospel music because 

Gods is raising men 

who are not willing 

to settle for 

less and 

careless 

about the 

i m p a c t .  

We must 

expel any 

form of 

f e a r  

Continued from page 18

Continued from page 18 earning him the No. 26 spot on The Land Report's list of America's 
largest landowners last year. In terms of residences, he has a 
165,000-acre ranch in West Texas, a waterfront house in 
Washington state, three linked apartments in Manhattan's Century 
Tower, and a 12,000-square-foot Beverly Hills estate that boasts 
Tom Cruise as a neighbor, according to Forbes.

His home at Medina, Washington, close to Amazon's 
headquarters, boasts 5.35 acres and about 29,000 square-foot of 
living space. Aside from the main home, there's also a caretaker's 
cottage and a 4,500-square-foot boathouse on Lake Washington.

Warren BuffettWorth: $65.5 billion Home: Omaha, Nebraska

Although the shrewdest investor on earth holds multiple real 
estate investments, Mr. Buffett, 86, is known for living humbly.

His home sits on a corner in Omaha, Nebraska, which he bought in 
1958 for $31,500. Mr. Buffett has lived there ever since. The house, 
originally built in 1921, underwent several expansions to make it a 
cozy and comfortable 6,500-square-foot home for the man who has 
a net worth of over $65.5 billion.

Mark ZuckerbergWorth: $55.5 billion Home: Palo Alto, California

The youngest richest entrepreneur docks most of his wealth in 
schools, health and other philanthropies. His real estate portfolio 
include his home in Palo Alto and a 9.9-million pied-a-terre near 
Dolores Park in San Francisco.

Mr. Zuckerberg, 32, purchased his first Craftsman-style 5,000-
square-foot home in Palo Alto in 2011 for $7 million. He snapped up 
four of the houses surrounding his home in the following years for 
about $43.8 million to better keep his privacy. But his plan to tear 
down and rebuild those four homes has been stalled.

Oracle executive chairman Larry Ellison, 72, has an extensive real 
estate portfolio. He has bought up large parts of whole 
neighborhoods in Malibu and around Lake Tahoe. He owns a $70-
million Beechwood Mansion in Newport, Rhode Island; a garden 
villa in Kyoto, Japan; and 98% of the land of Lanai, Hawaii's sixth-
largest island, which he purchased in 2012 for $500 million, 
according to published reports.

His estate in Woodside, California, with an estimated value of 
$110 million, is modeled after 16th-century Japanese architecture, 
complete with a man-made 2.3-acre lake.

Source: Mansion Global

Larry EllisonWorth: $49.3 billion Home: Woodside, California

Where do richest 
Americans live?‘I place much value in gospel music’











fertilizer, where the criminals 
were in the habit of purchasing 
Urea in large quantity for the 
product ion of  improvised 
explosives. 

However, another mix bag of 
factors have been attributed to 
the Russia – Ukraine war. But 
then, the fertilizer availability and 
affordability issue  has always 
been a vexed discourse with the 
government still taken the bulk of 
the blame especially with what 
some critics say are the failures 
and missteps by policy makers to 
address the main issues at stake 
coupled with endemic corruption 
in the system. 

Others also lay blame at the 
door steps of those institutions 
that are supposed to take action 
b u t  h a v e  e i t h e r  b e e n  
compromised or have left the 
farmers at the mercy of 
fraudulent businessmen who are 
making money at the expense of 

scale farmers that are scattered 
across the country who hardly 
get appropriate reward for their  
busting activities after spending 
unstintingly for the inputs they 
deploy.

''We now have a huge crisis in 
our hands with the soaring price 
of fertilizer. It means higher 
production cost will ultimately be 
transferred to all of us in the 
p r i ces  o f  f ood .  And  by  
implication, food prices will 
continue to make an exorable 
upward trajectory in the face of 
asphyxiating economic crunch.''

Recent  research by economic 
experts have also shown that, 
about 80 percent of household’s 
income is spent on food which 
may have informed the mass 
appeal to farming in order to 
counter the proportionate 
expenditure.

Meanwhile, most agricultural 
experts have agreed that most 
Nigerian farmers are making use 
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these poor farmers.
SUNDAY STANDARD also 

gathered, that the farming 
communities are at a cross road 
wondering where the solution 
will come from as average 
farmers appear tinged with 
helplessness  over their sorry 
condition with their source of 
l i v e l i h o o d  c o m p l e t e l y  
threatened. While the hash 
economic realities bite harder, 
the center of their uncertainty 
over the continued surge in 
prices of fertilizer which grew up 
to about 30 percent at the 
beginning of the year after the 80 
percent increase of the previous 
year. This has contributed in 
change of plans and search for 
alternatives such as the use of 
human feces and urine to boost 
their crops.

According to a commentator, Mr 
Abachi Ungbo, '' Our food supply 
chain is activated by the 
production activities of small 

of human urine as an organic 
fertilizer available for use. But 
they are also of the view that the 
potency of the human urine 
though not yet ascertained by 
empirical research, but has 
gained global acceptability.

The human urine is rich in 
nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium and the minerals and 
nutrients  also found in chemical 
fertilizers are also available in 
Urea. The organic compound in 
urine is considered rich and 
environment friendly and can be 
used to improve farming activities 
across the country.

Madam Angelina Gwom , a 
resident of Rantya, Jos was 
however not happy with the trend 
of using human fists for 
agricultural purposes saying; '' I 
don't subscribe to such practices 
in our present economic 
challenges. The phobia of 
knowing that what one is eating 
contains some organic materials 
l ike human feces can be 
disturbing. Perhaps such is the 
reason we are having all kinds of 
diseases in our communities. Let 
the government do something 
about it .''

Similarly, Thomas  Tukop, a 
retired Police officer shared his 
views with SUNDAY STANDARD, 
wondering why the government 
cannot encourage the use of 
manure as was the old practice 
rather than allowing people to eat  
indirectly from human urine in the 
name of fertilizer.

But Abachi Ungbo in his 
comment said; '' Here in Africa, I 
was pleased to see what an 
entrepreneur in Uganda is doing 
with urine which has attracted 

global attention. Researchers in 
Niger Republ ic and their 
counterpart from Europe have 
been working on human urine to 
fertilize crops and the soil. So far, 
it has been a roaring success. 

''In fact, Swedish researchers  
are trying techniques of drying up 
urine into chunks then into 
powder then pellets that will fit 
into farming equipment. The idea 
of human urine as far as fertilizer 
isn't novel. Historians have 
described it as a valuable 
commodity and used extensively 
by different civilizations in the 
past.

The Romans are known to have 
deployed urine for a multiplicity 
of uses that included fertilizer so 
much that it became a source of 
t a x .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t   
researchers need to turn their 
attention towards alternative 
sources  o f  cheaper  and  
environment friendly fertilizers to 
our farmers bearing in mind the 
impact of the prohibitive cost of 
the input on food production, 
soaring food prices isn't just 
about food security challenges 
but also about national security.'' 
Ungbo  noted.

However, as the nation's 
farmers test run the use of 
human urine and other cheaper 
means of  farming,  most  
Nigerians expect food on the 
table for their families and any 
method that can provide respite 
may not be a problem. Rather, 
what is instructive is how every 
opportuni ty can best  be 
optimized for the benefit of 
national food security and 
survival.

Continued from page 10

The Romans are known to have deployed urine for a multiplicity of 
uses that included fertilizer so much that it became a source of tax. 
The government  researchers need to turn their attention towards 
alternative sources of cheaper and environment friendly fertilizers 
to our farmers bearing in mind the impact of the prohibitive cost of 
the input on food production, soaring food prices isn't just about food 
security challenges but also about national security.'' Ungbo  noted. 
However, as the nation's farmers test run the use of human urine and 
other cheaper means of farming, most Nigerians expect food on the 
table for their families and any method that can provide respite may 
not be a problem. Rather, what is instructive is how every 
opportunity can best be optimized for the benefit of national food 
security and survival.

Fertilizer scarcity: Farmers resort to human urine
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Winner of the NUJ re-run, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo (left) receiving her certificate 
of return after defeating her  closet contestant with 121 votes and 114 from 
the Vice President of NUJ Zone D, Mr. Chris Atsaka

NUJ State Chairman, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo in a photograph with the Trust 
Campaign Council Director General, Mr. Wika Gofwen and other well-
wishers

From left are, Mr. Wulime Goyit, Director, New Media, Ministry of 
Information, Mr. Paul Jatau, immediate past NUJ Chairman and Mr. Chris 
Gyang, former NUJ Chairman 

Mr. Kenneth Dareng of PPC Chapel casting his ballot

Cross section of eligible voters waiting patiently

Mary Replong Domtur of NTA Chapel, newly elected NUJ Secretary casting 
her ballot

Mr. Ralph Madugu of Impact Chapel, NUJ Chairmanship contestant (left) 
congratulating the winner, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo

Newly elected NUJ Chairman, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo (right) taking the oath of 
office being administered by the Oath Commissioner

NUJ RE-RUN
The Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Plateau State Council rerun for Chairmanship Election  2023 held at the NUJ Press Secretariat, Jos Thursday last 

week
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E A M  N i g e r i a  
e n j o y e d  a  Tsuccessful final 

d a y  a t  t h e  j u s t  
c o n c l u d e d  B o x i n g  
A f r i c a n  O l y m p i c  
Qualifiers in Dakar, 
Se n e g a l ,  w i th  s i x  
medals won: three gold 
meda l s  and  th ree  
bronze medals.

The event, which began 
on September 9, came to 
a n  e n d  o n  F r i d a y,  
September 15, with three 
Nigerian boxers clinching 
tickets to next year's 
Olympic Games in Paris, 
France.

The trio of Omole Dolapo 
Joshua, Olaore Olaoitan 
Adams, and Cynthia 
Ogunsemilore Temitayo all 
won gold medals in their 
respective categories to 
seal their participation in 
the Games, while Oyesiji 
Adeola Omowunmi, Ojo 
Nene Joy, and Patricia 
Mbata all settled for a 
bronze medal apiece and 
fell short of qualifying for 
sports biggest event.

Female lightweight boxer 
Cynthia Ogunsemilore was 
too hot for Algeria's Khelif 
Hadjila in the women's 
60kg event. The Nigeran 
won by a unanimous 
decision (5-0) to become 
the New Champion of 
Africa and qualify for the 
Pa r i s  2024  O lymp i c  
Games.

“This is the time for me to 
shine; this is the time for 
people to know me; this is 
the time for me to be the 
World Champion,” a visibly 
emotional Ogunsemilore 
said.

“I've started this [boxing] 
since I was 12 years old, 
despite it not being in my 
original plans but my coach 
and my father have helped 
me all through the way.

“It is the time for my 
name to ring in people's 
ears, for them to know my 
family's name, and I'm 
very happy and excited,” 
the new African champions 
added.

In the men's 57kg 

category, featherweight 
fighter Omole Dolapo 
outboxed his Ethiopian 
o p p o n e n t  L e t a  
Fikremariyam Yadesa to 
become the new African 
champion in the division by 
a 5-0 unanimous decision.

Like Cynthia, Olaore 
Olaoitan overcame another 
A l g e r i a n  i n  H o u m r i  
Mohamed with yet another 
unanimous decision in the 
men's 92kg category to 
become a two-time African 
c h a m p i o n  i n  t h e  
heavyweight division.

The team's success in 
Senegal means Nigeria will 
have representatives in 
boxing when the Paris 2024 

Games kick off next July, 
as opposed to the 2020 
Tokyo Games, where they 
had no qualified fighters.

Also, the Nigerian duo of 
Olajide Omotayo and the 
l e g e n d a r y  F u n k e  
Oshonaike have missed 
out on a chance to clinch a 
ticket to the 2024 Paris 
Olympic Games following 
their 3-1 loss to their 
Egyptian counterpart on 
Friday.

The duo lost to the 
Egyptian pair of Omar 
Assar and Dina Meshref in 
the mixed doubles final at 
the International Table 
Tennis Federation's (ITTF) 
A f r i c a  S e n i o r  

Championship held in 
Tunis, Tunisia.

Meshref, who is the 
number one women's table 
tennis player on the 
continent, matched up with 
Omar, the No. 2 men's table 
tennis player in Africa, to 
overcome their Nigerian 
opposition 11-8, 6-11, 11-
1, and 12-10 to help Egypt 
secure their third Paris 
Olympic ticket.

On Thursday, Egypt also 
defeated Nigeria in the final 
of the team event at the 
ongoing ITTF African 
Championships to pick up 
two tickets to next year's 
Games.

The North African women 

defeated their Nigerian 
counterparts 3-0, and the 
men also won 3-1 to 
ensure their participation 
at the Games in Paris.

Meanwhile, NBA Africa 
and the Agence Francaise 
de Developpement (AFD) 
u n v e i l e d  a  n e w l y  
refurbished court at the 
Campos Stadium in Lagos 
on Thursday.

The refurbishment is part 
o f  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  
between Jr. NBA & AFD 
Basketball Experience 
program in Lagos.

The  p r o j e c t  i s  i n  
collaboration with the 
Lagos  S ta te  Spor t s  
Commission and it will 
benefit youth in Lagos and 
surrounding communities 
by providing them with 
more opportunities to 
learn and play the game of 
basketball.

The unveiling ceremony 
had in attendance French 
Ambassador to Nigeria, 
Emmanuelle Blatmann; 
Consul General of France 
in Lagos, Laurent Favier; 
AFD Director for Nigeria, 
Xavier Muron; NBA Africa 
VP and Country Head of 
NBA Nigeria, Gbemisola 
Abudu;  2003 WNBA 
Champion, Astou Ndiaye; 
and Dream Sports Africa 
Founder & CEO, Chenfa 
Dombin.

Ambassador Blatmann 
described the refurbished 
court as a milestone 
project that will help in 
actualising the dreams of 
young boys and girls 
across Lagos State.

Following the court 
unveiling, NBA Africa & 
AFD hosted a Jr.  NBA clinic 
for 70 boys and girls to 
celebrate the newly 
refurbished court.

Jr. NBA & AFD Basketball 
Experience program is 
part of AFD and NBA 
A f r i c a ' s  l a r g e r  
collaboration to support 
y o u t h  d e ve l o p m e n t  
through basketball across 
the continent and builds 
on the inaugural Jr. NBA & 
AFD Basketball Experience 
launched in Zenata, 
Morocco in 2019.  

In November 2021, AFD 
and NBA Africa initiated a 
pilot phase in Lagos 
i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n o n -
g o v e r n m e n t a l  
o rgan i sa t i on  D ream 
Sports Africa.  To date, the 
programme has reached 
more than 34,000 boys 
and girls ages 12-17 from 
55 public and private 
schools in Lagos State.

idfielders: Peace MEfih (Sporting Club de 
Braga, Portugal); Esther 
Onyenezide (FC Robo 
Queens); Christy Ucheibe 
(SL Benfica, Portugal); 
Rasheedat Ajibade (Atletico 
Madrid FC, Spain); Toni 
Payne (Sevilla FC, Spain); 
Regina Otu (AS Saint 
Etienne, France)

Forwards :  F lour i sh  
S e b a s t i n e  ( B a y e l s a  
Queens); Ifeoma Onumonu 
(NY/NJ Gotham FC, USA); 
A s i s a t  O s h o a l a  ( F C  
Ba r c e l o na  Fem in i n e ,  
Spain); Vivian Ikechukwu 
(Besiktas JK, Turkey); Gift 
Monday (UDG Tenerife, 
S p a i n ) ;  C h i a m a k a  

Okuchukwu (Rivers Angels); 
Opeyemi Ajakaye (FC Robo 
Queens).

The first leg will take place 
on September 22nd at the 

Mobolaji Johnson Arena, 
while the second leg is 
scheduled for the 26th.

At the moment, the team 
does not have a coach 

because Randy Waldrum's 
contract has already expired. 
However the NFF is currently 
n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
American.

3 Nigerian boxers win gold 
in African qualifiers

Super Falcons list for Sao Tome and Principe fixture

The Super Falcons are looking to claim a tenth African crown, and they are set to 
begin their journey later this month


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40

