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Governor Mutfwang (left) congratulating the celebrant, Bishop Kwashi

Rev. Prof. Soja Bewarang, former COCIN President, Sum Pyem of Gindiri, HRH 
Charles Mato Dakat and others at the service

Primate of Anglican Communion, Nigeria, the Most Reverend Henry Chukwudum 
Ndukuba represented by the Secretary General, Church of Nigeria, Rev. Gershinen 
Paul Dajur with other Anglican Bishops

Amb. James Dimka with other dignitaries

The celebrant, His Lordship, Bishop Kwashi leading other members of his family

Plateau State Governor, Barr. Mutfwang, SGS, Arc Samuel Nanchang Jatau, HoS, 
Barr. Rautha Dakok and Attorney General, Barr. Philemon Dafi

Bishop Benjamin Kwashi (left) in a warm embrace with the representative of the 
Primate of the Church of Nigeria Anglican Communion, Rev. Gershinen Paul Dajur, 
Secretary General, Church of Nigeria Anglican Communion
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Wife of the celebrant, Mrs. Gloria Benjamin Kwashi (left) with other wives of 
Bishops at the service

BISHOP KWASHI HOLDS VALEDICTORY SERVICE
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang yesterday attended the Valedictory Service in honour of His Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. Benjamin 

Argak Kwashi, CON, Bishop of Jos Diocese and Archbishop of the Ecclesiastical Province of Jos Anglican Communion



HE Plateau State House of 
Assembly recently came Tup with two bills that are 

considered to be important to not 
only the people of Plateau, but 
the state at large. The executive 
bills include, 'A Bill for the Law to 
Establish the Plateau State Law 
Reform Commission, 2023 and 
the second is 'A Bill for a Law to 
Establish the Plateau State 
Citizens Mediation Centre', 2023

Having passed through second 
reading, an adhoc committee was 
set up to look into these bills, 
headed by the Deputy Speaker, 
Rt. Hon. Gwottson Fom Dalyop.

The Law Reform Commission 
Bill is to be saddled with the 
responsibility which among other 
things, is to generally research, 
take and keep under review all 
state laws, and local government 
bye laws, with a view to ensuring 
their systematic and progressive 
development and reform in 
consonance with the prevailing 
norms in the state, nation and 
i n t e r na t i ona l  c ommun i t y  
including, in particular, the 
codification of such laws and bye 
laws which will be beneficial to all. 
In a nutshell, when passed into 
law it would serve as a 
coordinating center for all state 
laws and local government bye 
laws.

On the other hand, the Citizens 
Mediation Centre Bill seeks to 
establish a center that will be 
saddled with the responsibility of 
mediating between parties on 
disputes such as landlord and 
tenant matters, contracts of 
employment, family matters, 
debt related matters etc. The 
center shall also help in reducing 
the huge legal fees paid by 
citizens to access the services of 
lawyers over minor disputes. We 
cannot deny the fact that these 
are issues people deal with on a 
daily basis.

To set the ball rolling, the bill 
was subjected to the committee 
stage for proper scrutiny and 
study. It was thereafter, arrived 
at the decision to conduct a public 
hearing as is customary. The 
purpose of the public hearing is to 
get stakeholders inputs and 
contributions with a view to 
carrying everyone along, from 
whe re  obse rva t i on s  and  
recommendat ions on the 
proposed legislation will be 
d e d u c e d .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  
stakeholders were invited as part 
of the hearing: Nigeria Law 
Reform Commission, Plateau 
State chapter of the Nigerian Bar 
Association ( NBA), Nigerian 

Public Complaint Commission, 
Plateau State Local Government 
Service Commission and Plateau 
State High Court of Justice. 
Others are Plateau State Judicial 
Service Commission, the state 
Attorney General and state 
Auditor General.

Speaking on what the people 
stand to gain from this legislation, 
the Deputy Speaker of the House, 
who also doubles as the adhoc 
committee chairman, Rt. Hon. 
Gwottson Fom Dalyop while 
enumerating the benefits said 
they were quite enormous. For 
instance when fully operational, 
the commission will be like a 
library where all the state laws 
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and bye laws will be kept. To him, 
accessibility of laws will no longer 
be an issue because whoever 
wants any law on the Plateau can 
easily get them once he or she 
goes to the commission.

According to the lawmaker, 
there are laws that have been 
said to be obsolete, for example 
there are situations where some 
people have described certain 
punishments as common. 
Therefore, in order to make 
reforms on some of these 
obsolete laws, there needs to be 
put in place an agency of 
government that will harness the 
laws, bring them together and 
see how the House can come up 
with amendments to those laws.

A t  t he  pub l i c  hea r i ng ,  
participants applauded the 
initiative by the tenth state 
assembly and for involving them 
in what they described as an 
epoch making event. One of the 
highlights was the unanimous 
agreement by stakeholders that 
the proposed legislation when 
passed, will improve the state 
legal system, revive the lingering 
dearth of obsolete legislations 
and enhance periodic reviews. 
However, The NBA speaking 
through Barr. Demon Dashe was 
quick to caution on the use of 
proper terminologies to dissuade 
any ambiguity.

On the part of the state Attorney 
General Barr. Philemon Daffi, he 

On law reform and mediation center bills

defined law as an instrument of 
social engineering, adding that 
the mantra of the present 
administration which is  'the 
time is now', is not frivolous nor 
flippant but deliberate. To him, 
the importance of the Plateau 
State Law Reform Commission 
cannot be overemphasized, 
while giving his reasons that as 
attorney general, he has had 
cause to go around MDAs 
picking pieces of legislations 
concerning the state, which 
ought not to be so. Still 
wondering on why the state 
does not have its own reform 
commission, the attorney 
general said something went 
wrong because when the then 
northern Nigeria established her 
law reform commission, it was 
the then Benue/Plateau that 
became the warehouse of that 
legislation.

Barr. Daffi on behalf of the 
state government expressed 
desire to keep all laws in a single 
place for easy accessibility. As 
for the mediation center, he 
posited that there was need for 
the state to tap from global 
f u n d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
establishment of a center that 
will cater for mainly the needs of 
indigent members of the 
s o c i e t y .  E v e n  t h o u g h  
government is aware of the 
existence of other organs that 
deals on alternative dispute 
resolution, the center which is 
about to be established has a 

clear mandate in addressing 
needs of vulnerable members of 
our society.

The Plateau State Peace 
Building agency and the Multi 
Door Court House on the other 
hand, allayed fears of duplication 
of responsibilities given the 
establishment of the citizens 
mediation center. Both bodies 
however, understood the yet to 
be established commission as a 
complimentary body that focuses 
on the need of indigent members 
of the society. They called for 
closer collaboration in order to 
address the many societal ills 
bedeviling the state.

For Prof.  Jummai Audi,  
Chairman of the Nigerian Law 
Reform Commission who could 
not hold back her excitement, 
The Plateau State House of 
Assembly has done quite well in 
coming up with this bill even 
though in her opinion, it ought to 
have been enacted long before 
now. She highlighted some of the 
benefits to include strengthening 
legislative processes in the state, 
simplifying and mordernizing the 
law etc.

Other stakeholders who made 
i n p u t s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  
contributions and suggestions 
i n c l u d e  P l a t e a u  P e a c e  
P r a c t i t i o n e r s  N e t w o r k ,  
represented by the Chairman Mr. 
P w a k i m  P w a j o k ,  t h e  
representative of Human Rights 
Commission in the person of Mrs. 
Veronica Abe amongst others.

“To set the ball rolling, the bill was subjected to the committee stage for 
proper scrutiny and study. It was thereafter, arrived at the decision to 
conduct a public hearing as is customary. The purpose of the public hearing is 
to get stakeholders inputs and contributions with a view to carrying everyone 
along, from where observations and recommendations on the proposed 
legislation will be deduced. The following stakeholders were invited as part of 
the hearing: Nigeria Law Reform Commission, Plateau State chapter of the 
Nigerian Bar Association ( NBA), Nigerian Public Complaint Commission, 
Plateau State Local Government Service Commission and Plateau State High 
Court of Justice. Others are Plateau State Judicial Service Commission, the 
state Attorney General and state Auditor General. Speaking on what the 
people stand to gain from this legislation, the Deputy Speaker of the House, 
who also doubles as the adhoc committee chairman, Rt. Hon. Gwottson Fom 
Dalyop while enumerating the benefits said they were quite enormous. For 
instance when fully operational, the commission will be like a library where 
all the state laws and bye laws will be kept. To him, accessibility of laws will 
no longer be an issue because whoever wants any law on the Plateau can 
easily get them once he or she goes to the commission.”







HREATS to media freedom 
have been evolving and Tincreasing over the years 

and while efforts to address 
impunity for crimes against 
j o u r n a l i s t s  c o n t i n u e ,  
stakeholders are battling even 
more forms of attacks. The 2022 
theme for World Press Freedom 
Day, “Journalism under digital 
siege,” continues to be a precise 
and timely reflection of what is 
happening. While surveillance 
has been the most common form 
of digital attack on journalists 
and media freedom through 
enabling legislation and various 
government apparatus, in recent 
months DDoS attacks have 
become yet another threat to be 
on the lookout for. This is not a 
new issue as from way back as 
2010, research was done by the 
Berkman Center for Internet and 
Society, supported by Open 
Soc ie ty  Foundat ions ,  on  
distributed denial of service 
attacks against independent 
media and human rights sites.
According to Cloudflare, a 

distributed denial of service 
attack (DDoS) is a malicious 
attempt to disrupt the regular 
traffic of a targeted server, 
s e r v i c e ,  o r  ne two rk  by  
o ve r w h e l m i n g  i t  o r  i t s  
surrounding infrastructure with 
massive Internet traffic.
In August, a South African 

media outlet, Daily Maverick, 
reported that it faced DDoS 
attacks following its report on 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's arrival in Johannesburg 
for the BRICS Summit. To restore 
access to its website, Daily 
Maverick had to block the Indian 
domain.
Somali Journalists Syndicate, 

an organisation that promotes 
media freedom and the safety of 
journalists in Somalia also faced 
massive DDoS attacks in August. 
SJS received technical support 
from Qurium, an organisation 
that provides proactive and 

reactive digital security 
services to a community of 
journalists, activists, and 
human rights defenders that 
often face digital threats 
against their communication 
channels.
The International Press 

Institute recently reported on 
the targeting of over 40 
media outlets in Hungary, 
with independent media that 
is critical of the government 
experiencing DDoS attacks 
multiple times since April. 
Stemming from that report, 
IPI's website was also 
attacked in September.
Media reports highlight that 

media outlets from at least six 
countries, including Somalia 
a n d  N i g e r i a ,  h a v e  
experienced DDoS attacks in 

the past two years, alleged to 
have originated from cyber 
attackers that used the services 
of a United States company, 
RayoByte. This is the same 
company whose services are 
also reported to have been used 
for the attacks on SJS. In a 
2019 research paper on 
freedom of expression and 
elections in the digital age, the 
UN  Spec i a l  Rappo r t eu r  
highlighted that in line with the 
UN Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights 
and as part of their mandate to 
promote free expression, 
companies should invest 
resources in security measures 
a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  
infrastructure that prevents or 
mitigates the effects of DDoS 
attacks done through their 
services or products.

This is not peculiar to Africa, 
as media outlets in other 
regions have also been 
fighting off DDoS attacks. The 
International Press Institute 
recently reported on the 
targeting of over 40 media 
outlets in Hungary, with 
independent media that is 
critical of the government 
experiencing DDoS attacks 
multiple times since April. 
Stemming from that report, 
IPI's website was also 
attacked in September. Media 
outlets in Poland, the 
Philippines, and Brazil have 
also faced similar attacks in 
the past.
Going forward, training, 

engagements, and policy 
development focused on 
DDoS attacks on media 
outlets are worth placing on 
stakeholders '  agendas.  
Generally, cyber capacity-
building is critical in Africa, 
and this should include 
introducing or revising 
na t i ona l  cybersecur i t y  
strategies…
The nature of these attacks 

requires adequate technical 
support, which several media 
out lets  cannot  a f ford.  
C o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  
organ isat ions  such as  
Qurium, Cloudflare and 
Digital Society Africa is 
necessary to address these 
cha l l enges ,  e spec i a l l y  
through the existing rapid 
response mechanisms. It is 
however also important for 
media outlets to prioritise IT 

experts as part of their human 
resources to mitigate such 
attacks.
DDoS attacks have serious 

consequences for the media as 
they prevent the public from 
accessing information. The 
efforts to defend against DDoS 
attacks also require the media 
to devote time, money, and 
resources that could be 
alternatively used for reporting 
and investigative journalism. 
As noted in the case of the 
Daily Maverick, the defence 
mechanisms against these 
attacks, like blocking traffic 
from certain countries, also 
ends up making it more difficult 
for readers to access content in 
some cases.
Going forward, training, 

engagements, and policy 
development focused on DDoS 
attacks on media outlets are 
worth placing on stakeholders' 
agendas. Generally, cyber 
capacity-building is critical in 
Africa, and this should include 
introducing or revising national 
cybersecurity strategies, 
capacitating law enforcement, 
and establishing cybersecurity 
response teams to address 
these challenges.
Nompilo Simanje is a lawyer 

by profession and is passionate 
about promoting media 
f r e e d o m ,  f r e e d o m  o f  
expression, and access to 
information. She works as the 
A f r i c a  A d v o c a c y  a n d  
Partnerships Lead at the 
International Press Institute.
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…in recent months DDoS attacks have become yet another threat to be on the lookout for. This is not a new issue as from way 
back as 2010, research was done by the Berkman Center for Internet and Society, supported by Open Society Foundations, on 
distributed denial of service attacks against independent media and human rights sites, writes NOMPILO SIMANJE.

Wave of cyberattacks threatens media freedom 

DDoS attacks have serious consequences for the 
media as they prevent the public from accessing 
information. The efforts to defend against DDoS 
attacks also require the media to devote time, 
money, and resources that could be alternatively 
used for reporting and investigative journalism. 
As noted in the case of the Daily Maverick, the 
defence mechanisms against these attacks, like 
blocking traffic from certain countries, also ends 
up making it more difficult for readers to access 
content in some cases.



ECENTLY, in a video that went viral 
on the social media, former RGovernor of Kaduna State, Nasir 

El-Rufai was seen addressing some 
Islamic clerics, telling them that the idea 

of nominating  a Muslim-Muslim ticket to 
take over from him and his deputy,  was 
deliberate.  According to him,  he lied to the 
Christian communities when they 
expressed concern about the Muslim-
Muslim ticket as his succession plan. He 
had told the Christian communities that 
his reason was not religious, but 
competence. Whereas,  in the video, El-
Rufia could be seen affirming to the 
gathering that he presented the Muslim-
Muslim ticket basically because they were 
both Muslims. He went further to add that 
"Muslims will rule Kaduna State for the 

next twenty years and beyond.” He 
claimed that they had succeeded in 
replicating the Muslim dominance at the 
federal level by working for the 
emergence of Muslims, Bola Tinubu and 
Kashim Shetima, as President and Vice 

President respectively.
Reacting to the viral video, Chairman, 

Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), 
Kaduna State, Rev. Joseph Hayab, called 
on Nigerians to disregard the alleged 
Islamization claims made by El- Rufai. 
Hayab maintained that those remarks by 
the former Governor about a Muslim-
Muslim ticket in Kaduna State and at the 
federal level were merely tactics aimed at 
advancing his alleged Presidential 
ambition and to promote division among 
Christians and Muslims in the country.  

Another clear example of how politicians 
use religion to mask their real motives is 
in the election of the Senate President in 
the 10th Assembly. Senator Orji Uzor Kalu 
initially advocated that since the 
President and his Vice are both Muslims, 

the Senate President's position should go 
to a southern Christian. But when his 
party, the APC decided to zone the Senate 

President's position to a Christian from 
the South- South, which turned out to be 
Godswill Akpabio, Orji blatantly refused to 
support the party's candidate because of 
his personal interest. Rather, he decided 
to team up with Senator Yari, a Muslim 
from the North West, because Yari who 
was angling for the Senate presidency, 
offered him the chance for the deputy 

Senate President's position.
There is also the case of Senator Elisha 

Abbo, from Adamawa State. When Tinubu 
picked Shettima as running mate, he rose 

against it,  saying,  he was not going to 
support a Muslim-Muslim ticket.  But when 
a chance came for a Christian Senate 
President,  he kicked against it and even 
became the campaign Director-General of 
Senator Abdullazeez Yari,  the Muslim 
candidate obviously because he 
personally stood to benefit more from Yari 
than Akpabio.  That religion has shaped 
political decisions and outcomes in 
Nigeria is not in doubt. And this has come 
with both positive and negative 
consequences. One of the positive 
consequences of involving religion in 
politics is the promotion of moral values. 
Religion teaches moral values such as 
honesty, integrity and justice, which are 
crucial for a stable and just society. 
Religious leaders can use their platforms 
to advocate for these values and hold 

politicians accountable for their actions. 
Additionally, religion can inspire people to 
participate in politics and contribute to 
the development of their communities. 
On the other hand, involvement of 
religion in politics has led to negative 
consequences, and one of the most 
significant negative consequences is the 
proliferation of religious extremism and 
intolerance.                 

The politicization of religion has fueled 
religious conflicts and violence, leading to 
loss of lives and properties. The 
intermittent Kaduna and Jos ethno-
religious crises displaced many people 
who had settled in the northern part of the 
country for many years as it became 
necessary for them to relocate. The 2008 
and 2010 Jos crisis started as political 
tussles but later snowballed into ethno-
religious battles which resulted in loss of 
many lives and properties. There is also 
the Boko Haram insurgency that started 
in 2009, which is also one of the 
consequences of religious extremism in 
Nigeria. Furthermore, another negative 
effect of religion on politics is the erosion 
of the country's secularism.  Nigeria is a 
secular state, but the involvement of 
religion in politics has led to the blurring of 
lines between religion and the state. This 
has resulted in the adoption of policies 
that tend to favour one religion over the 
other and the exclusion of minorities from 
the political process.
Furthermore, the involvement of 

religion in politics has also resulted in the 
emergence of religious leaders often 
using their positions to secure Political 
favours and contracts for their 
congregation. As a result of the foregoing, 
many Nigerians rightly see the mixing of 
religion and politics as an impediment to 
progress and development. But some 
studies have however shown that the 
relationship between religion and politics 
is not always unproductive, because 
religion embeds some virtues such as love 
and obedience which support secular 
authority and the development process. 
And religious authorities and followers 

have the capacity to be tolerant.  Still,  the 
experience in multi religious societies 
where religious communities vie for 
resources and power does point to some 

dangers for peace,  development and 
democracy.  This was apparent in the build-
up to the 2 0 2 3  Presidential election where, 
for instance, the Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN) cautioned against the 
nomination of a Muslim vice presidential 
candidate by the All progressives 
congress ( APC).                    

Religion became one of the biggest 
issues that generated great concern 
among Nigerians as the 2023 Presidential 
elections approached as there was hue 
and cry in many quarters due to the fact 
that the APC presented a Muslim-Muslim 
ticket for the president and vice. The last 
time this happened was in 1993. In that 
poll, Nigerians overwhelmingly voted for 
Moshod Abiola and Babagana Kingibe 
possibly because Abiola broke through 
the religious divide through his 
philanthropy and business investments. 
Today, having a similar ticket is risky, as it 
fuels extremism in those who claim 
superiority of their faith and suspicion in 
people of other faiths. Nigeria has 
experienced deadly terrorist attacks by 
Boko Haram in the North East, bandits in 
the North West and North Central. 
Although both Christians and Muslims 
have been victims, there is always a 
religious strand that makes a criminal 
matter difficult to deal with.                

Since the return to democratic 
governance in Nigeria, religion has 
influenced how state power is captured. 
This can be seen in political statements of 
religious institutions and some politicians 
calling out their supporters to turn to their 
religious communities for support. 
Religion is currently being deployed by 
the elite to gain unmerited advantage. 
The danger here is that a religious 
community could insist on voting one of 
their own member even though the 
candidate is generally considered to be a 
misfit. The earlier we stop this dangerous 
and divisive campaign, the better it will be 
for everyone. Any action designed to 
establish the supremacy of a faith over 
the other can only end in disaster. The 
manipulation of religion by politicians for 
their advantage will only aggravate an 
already bad situation. Religious and 
political practices must be reconciled to 
guarantee the institutionalization of an 

enduring democratic order in a multi 
ethnic society as Nigeria.       

The solution to the challenges faced in 
Nigeria will not be found in the faith of 
individuals. A person's religious 
persuasion is based on personal 

conviction, which is essentially private.  
The public space must remain secular.  The 
current agitations for a faith-based 
political representation are anchored on 
certa in misappropr iat ion of the 
requirements for leadership in multi 
religious Nigeria.  It borders on mischief to 
set the people against themselves to 
attain political power. Any religious leader 
who ignores knowledge, integrity and 
competence as criteria for leadership is an 
apostate. Beyond the agitations for power 
shift is the quest for economic 

independence of the states.   The clamour 
for the restructuring of the polity is a more 
profitable advocacy than the noises made 
for representation based on religion. 
Those who over heat the polity for 
personal aggrandizement should lend 
their voices to the issue of resource 
generation and control by the Federating 
units. Sacrificing merit on the altar of 
religion cannot be beneficial. Both 
Christian and Muslim politicians have 
failed  Nigerians since they cannot blend 
politics with religious valuesThe role 
religion could play in Nigerian Politics is 
limited by the individuals orientation and 
the nature of the society.  This suggests 
that religion and politics could relate 
effectively in Nigeria.  The benefits that 
could be derived from such relationship 
depend solely on the sincerity of those 
who are engaged in the practice of this 
phenomenon.                  

An average Nigerian who is hungry is not 
interested in religion or tribe. They are 
simply concerned about how to make 
ends meet. For anyone privileged to have 
held or is holding positions of influence in 
a diversified community, being mindful of 
what they say is as important as weighing 
the consequences of their utterances on 
the people and unity of the country.    

TIMOTHY JOSEPH is of the Plateau 
State Ministry of Information and 

Communication.

Page 13SUNDAY STANDARD, September 24, 2023

S U N D AY  F E AT U R E

The incursion of religion into Nigerian politics is without doubt one of the greatest tragedies to afflict the country in all its processes of growth as a 
democratic country. Indeed, there is no gainsaying that the ills brought about by the mixture of religion and politics continue to manifest themselves in 
various aspects of national life. At the receiving end of this unfortunate development are the ordinary people who are often made to believe that religion 

has a place in political decisions. That is why over the years, religion has been used as weapon of mass mobilization for the pursuit of political goals.  This 
method has been very effective on the many impressionable followers of these politicians.  The real issues are unfortunately relegated to the background. 
TIMOTHY JOSEPH writes.

Religion, politics and Nigeria's development
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HAT seems to be the question bugging 
the minds of many concerned citizens as Tthe Nigerian Police swings into 

investigation following the death of singer 
Ilerioluwa Oladimeji Aloba, popularly known as 
Mohbad. The force in a statement promised to 
carry out diligent investigation following outcry 
over the death of the afrobeats artiste.
The promising singer, songwriter sadly 

passed on Tuesday September 12, 2023, aged 
27. In the statement signed by the Force Public 
Relations Officer, it averred that the force is 
committed to a comprehensive investigation 
into the matter as the Lagos State 
Commissioner of Police has been tasked to 
unravel the circumstance surrounding his 
death.
The force stated that it understands the 

concerns regarding his untimely demise. “Rest 
assured, updates will be provided as 
investigations unfold,” the statement partly 
reads,” while encouraging members or close 
associates with valuable information to 
approach the Lagos State Commissioner of 
Police to assist in the process.
“In the meantime, we kindly request that 

individuals refrain from making statements or 
engaging in activities that could jeopardize the 
ongoing investigation,” it added. The Lagos 

Continued on page 26Continued on page 26

State Police command in a separate forum 
said the corpse of the late singer would be 
exhumed for autopsy to aid investigation 
into the cause of his death, if it is necessary.
The cause of his death has been a subject 

of controversy since the tragic incident. 
Speaking during an Instagram live session 
on Thursday night, the State Police Public 
Relations Officer, SP Benjamin Hundeyin, 
said the police would probe to know the 
cause of Mohbad's death. A couple of 
names had allegedly been mentioned 
relating to the death of the Ikorodu born 
Mohbad.
Among whom are his estranged record 

label lead, Afeez Fashola, aka Naira Marly 
and a music promoter, Samson Balogun, 
popular as Sam Larry.
Meanwhile, amid the controversies 

surrounding the death of Mohbad, the 
Elegushi Royal Family of Eti-Osa, Lagos 
State, distanced their family from the 
embattled Sam Larry.
The Elegushi family last Thursday made 

their stance known in a statement released 
by the Palace, in which the Royal Family 
denounced any alliance with the music 
promoter. “The Elegushi Royal Family of Eti-
Osa wishes to put on record the 
misinformation on the media space 

I Was Bullied As A Child
 - Kizz Daniel Reveals

i n g e r ,  SOluwatobilo
ba Anidugbe, 
aka Kizz Daniel, 
has opened up 
a b o u t  t h e  
c h i l d h o o d  
struggles that 
a f f e c t e d  h i s  
social skills.

He said he was 
m o c ke d  a n d  
bullied as a child 
f o r  b e i n g  
overweight and 
w a s  c a l l e d  
'orobo,' a term 

used to describe a chubby person.
The singer said he stayed indoors for a while to avoid bullies.
Daniel added that he lost all forms of social skills upon 

reintroducing himself to the world after he lost weight.
“I have built a world of my own in my head since I was little. 

Because growing up, I was a fat kid. I was chubby. So, I do not go 
out because the kids in the area make fun of me. They called me 
'orobo.' And they bullied me. So I always stay indoors,” he said.

“During that time that I always stayed indoors, I had already 
built this fantasy world in my head. In the world that I have built in 
my head, I am very comfortable in that space.

“So, I reintroduced myself to the world after I lost weight; I lost 
all forms of social skills. I do not know how to communicate. I do 
not know how to socialise with people.”

Daniel rose to prominence in 2015 with the release of his single 
titled 'Woju'.

He signed a record deal with G-Worldwide Entertainment in 2013 
but left the label following a contract dispute and court case.

Daniel later established Flyboy Inc, his record label, in November 
2017, but recently stepped down as the CEO and signed Emperor 
Geezy, his ex-label boss, as Flyboy Inc's head honcho.

Why I keep dreadlcks
 - PST Jimmy Odukoya

e asserts that people's personal opinions are different from Hwhat the Bible sees as sinful.
Pastor Jimmy Odukoya, actor and head pastor of the Fountain of 
Life Church Ilupeju, has responded to the criticisms about his 
physical appearance.
During a recent interview with he noted that his appearance has 
nothing to do with his calling as a minister. He went on to stress 
that everything he does has a spiritual backing to it and nothing is 
done on a whim.
Odukoya said, "God called me the way I am, just as I am. As for my 
dreads, the story behind it is long but the thing is everything I do is 
backed up by scriptures. If you tell me something, I'd tell you 'Let's 
check the scriptures'. If someone says that long hair is wrong, I'd 
tell you to check the Bible where the Lord told Samson not to cut 
his hair."
Speaking about his facial hair, he backed up his appearance by 
stressing that Jesus himself had a beard which was pulled when he 
was being crucified, therefore his beard cannot possibly be sinful.
He said, "When people say, 'Oh he's a pastor and he has a beard,' 
remember the Bible said 
that when Jesus was 
tortured his beard was 
pulled from his face. If he 
didn't have a beard, what 
hair did they pull from his 
face, was it fresh skin?"
Odukoya charged people 
to distinguish personal 
preferences and opinions 
from 'sin' because they 
are not always mutually 
exclusive.
"Personal opinion is 
different from sin, If you 
like short hair or long hair 
no problem, but if you tell 
me that I can't have long 
hair because, 'It's a sin,' 
my brother that's where 
we won't agree," he said.

Who Killed Mohbad?

By Ferdinand Ekechukwu
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involving Samson Erinfolami Balogun (AKA 
Sam Larry).  Samson Balogun is not a member 
of the royal family and does not work for the 
royal family or king in any capacity.
Like other celebrities, politicians, religious 

and community leaders, he visits the palace to 
pay homage to the king and seek royal 
blessings just like other members of the public. 
While expressing our condolences to the family 
and friends of late Ilerioluwa Aloba (known as 
MohBad) we would like to add our voices to the 
calls for a thorough investigation into 
circumstances surrounding his death, with a 
view to unravel any foul play.
We ask our friends in the media to be mindful 

of the sensitivity of the issue and desist from 
spreading falsehood that may jeopardise the 
investigation.” This is coming after a petition by 
the late singer surfaced online, where the 
deceased alleged threat to life, malicious 
damage, assault, and oppression, among 
others, against Sam Larry and others, in a 
petition to the FCID Annex, Alagbon, Lagos 
State.
Also in a video circulating online, Mohbad, 

whose remains were hurriedly laid to rest last 
Wednesday, was seen being assaulted by some 
people allegedly led by Sam Larry during a 
video shoot. In the video, Mohbad and another 
afrobeats artiste, Omoniyi Temidayo aka 
Zlatan Ibile, were on set of a music video when 
the said Sam Larry stormed the scene with 
some boys targeting the late singer who was 
heard talking. The video left many Nigerians on 
social media furious as they stormed Larry's 
Instagram page to attack him for bullying and 
threatening the late singer.
However, in the petition, dated June 27, 

2023, the late singer had urged the Nigeria 
Police Force to protect him from Sam Larry and 
his team, comprising 15 others. The petition, 
titled, 'Petition of threat to life, malicious 
damage of properties valued at the sum of Five 
Million Naira, assault occasioning harm, 
oppression and conduct likely to cause a 
breach of peace against Sam Larry Elegushi, 
Elele, Obele and others', was addressed to the 
Assistant Inspector General of Police, Force 
Criminal Investigation Department Annex, 
Alagbon in Ikoyi, Lagos.
In the petition, Mohbad alleged that Sam 

Larry and others all armed stormed the venue 
of a video shoot where him and Zlatan Ibile, 
were working; and threatened to wreak havoc. 
He added that they eventually destroyed 
equipment worth over N5 million at the scene, 
and assaulted him (Mohbad) before he 
narrowly escaped after sustaining injuries.
The outpouring of emotion since his death 

was confirmed has been overwhelming. A 
dream cut short. Allegedly bullied by his former 
label mates, Naira Marley, Zinoleski and 
others, and attacked a number of times. That 
was enough to make him depressed. But the 
afro-pop star always responded the only way 
he knew with music, troubled at many turns. 
He waxed lyrically about his challenge. One can 
tell he had premonition of his death.
Contrary to speculations in the music 

industry, Mohbad's wife Wunmi had opened up 
on the late singer's lifestyle as she revealed he 
lived in fear till the end.
Wunmi, who has a baby boy with Mohbad, 

said upon the birth of their son, the singer was 
constantly worried for their lives and wanted 
them to leave the country. The late 27 years old 
singer's wife revealed he wanted to face his 

Continued from page 18

OHBAD, who Mdied on Sept. 
12 and was buried 
the next day, was 
exhumed by the 
Police on Thursday 
f o r  f u r t h e r  
investigation.

N i g e r i a n  
musicians, Davido, 
Zlatan and Falz, 
were among the 
celebr i t ies who 
j o i n e d  t h e  
c a n d l e l i g h t  
p r o c e s s i o n  i n  
honour  o f  la te  
singer, “Mohbad”, 
on Thursday in 
Lekki, Lagos.

Also at the event 
was the Lagos 
S t a t e  
Commissioner for 
Youths and Social 
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  
M o b o l a j i  
Ogunlende.

 It was reported 
that fans in their 
numbers echoed, 
“ J u s t i c e  f o r  
Mohbad”, as Falz 
a n d  o n - a i r -
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
Oladotun Kayode, coordinated the crowd.

Some fans held placards with different inscriptions seeking justice for 
Mohbad. 

It was reported that the peaceful procession kicked off from Lekki Phase 
1 Gate, and terminated at the Muri Okunola Park, Victoria Island.

Mohbad, who died on Sept. 12 and was buried the next day, was 
exhumed by the Police on Thursday for further investigation.

fight alone as she suggested some 
individuals were behind Mohbad's death. 
“He struggled till death, too many pains, 
threatening, he has always lived with fear, 
continuous fights everywhere he goes too, 
he has never been happy for a whole day,” 
she revealed in a post.
She also debunked the reports of him 

battling mental issues. “He was called a 
junkie, a mad person, mental issue so the 
public would have another view about him. 
He's dead at least you all won, take your 
trophy. Y'all made me a widow at 24 years,” 
Mohbad's wife sadly wrote. The death of the 
famous Nigerian singer continues to stir 
emotions and reactions online as more 
details about his passing emerge. Good the 
Nigerian Police Force has commenced 
investigation.
As someone rightly noted, “The public 

outpouring of grief in reaction to his passing 
speaks to the recognizable beam of light 
that the singer and rapper projected to the 
world during a memorable 27-year stint on 
earth. For the last five years, street-pop, a 
sub-genre of Afropop defined by its 
existential lyricism and hard-knock tales of 
beating the odds has been on a propulsive 
rise. Mohbad was at the very center of that 
wave.
“Thanks to a recognizable baritone-tinged 

voice, his raspy delivery style, and a stellar 
grasp of language, Mohbad was among a 
group of Ikorodu-born stars who 
constituted street-pop's second generation 
and brought the angst and insecurities of 
inner-city kids to the wider world via music. 
What truly set Mohbad apart from his peers, 
even at the beginning was an utter 
conviction that he had a message to share 
with the world.
In between dropping street hits like 

'Ronaldo' and 'Mi O Foh' in 2019, he 
released 'Imole,' a soul-tinged rap-sung 
declaration of intent that contained the line, 
“Imole ni mi/ mo de fe tan kari aye” which 
translates to 'I'm the light and I want to 
shine all over the world.' A deal signed with 
Naira Marley's Marlian Records later same 
year was supposed to facilitate those global 

Davido, Zlatan, and others join 
Mohbad's candlelight procession

I'm single but don't 
know why — Whitemoney

VICTED Big Brother  EN a i j a  A l l - S t a r s  
housemate, Hazel Oyeze 
Onou, a.k.a Whitemoney, 
h a s  r e v e a l e d  h i s  
relationship status.
W h i t e M o n e y  m a d e  

several revelations about 
himself in a post-eviction 
interview with Osi and Bibi 
Raii on The Beat FM's 'The 
Morning Rush' show in 
Lagos.
He said, “I've been single 

for the longest time. I've 
tried to ask myself why. I 
don't know. There's no 
logical reason to it. I think 
it's not just time for me to 
be in a relationship. But 
after going to this show, I think I wanna be in one.”
When asked if he could have a romantic relationship with 

BBNaija female housemate Mercy Eke, he said: “She [Mercy] 
told me she has a boyfriend. I don't know about her but for me, 
everything was real.”
Whitemoney, who admitted to being a loner, said Mercy Eke 

“resurrected” a side of him.
Speaking further, Whitemoney disclosed that he has business 

plans for “WhiteLambo”. He also revealed that he did not go to 
the All-stars edition show to win but rather to “sell and show the 
world I have other skills.”

Who Killed Mohbad?
Continued from page 18
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NUJ State Chairman, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo (left) responding. Right is the Coordinator, 
Mrs. Grace Ojobo

From left are, Namu Sanusi, PPC Chapel, Anna Paul Gindiri, PRTV Chapel and Grace 
Akwe Gotip, NTA Chapel

From left are, NUJ Chief Scribe, Mary Replong Domtur, Timothy Sunday Tyem, 
Assistant Secretary and Lyop Pam, Treasurer

Commissioner, Health, Dr. Cletus Shurkuk (right) signing the MoU while UNICEF 
Bauchi Field Health Officer, Oluseyi Olusunde, Beacon Creative Ideas Ltd., Dubem 
Okereke and other state government officials watches on

Commissioner of Health, Plateau State, UNICEF Bauchi Field Officer, Health Officer, 
Contractor, Beacon Creative Ideas Ltd in a group photograph with Ministry of Health, 
Plateau State

Dr. Cletus Shurkuk, Commissioner of Health (right) presenting the signed MoU to the 
UNICEF Bauchi Field Office, Health Officer, Oluseyi Olosunde and Beacon Creative 
Ideas Ltd. and others

From left are, Perm-Sec Ministry of Health, Mr. Kenneth Homong, Commissioner of 
Health, Dr. Cletus Shurkuk, and Mr. Lenka Nenman Musa, DPRS, DMCMA, Jos

Plateau State Commissioner, Nigeria Girl Guides, Mrs. Judith Tsernel Fidelis (left) 
with other members applauding the NUJ Chairman

NUJ CHAIR RECEIVES NIGERIA GIRLS GUIDES
The Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Plateau State Council, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo recently received on a courtesy call at the NUJ Press Centre, Jos the 

Coordinator, Trepoil Guild Zone C Plateau State, Mrs. Grace Ojobo

PLSG SIGNS MOU WITH UNICEF
The Plateau State Government recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with UNICEF Bauchi Field Office at the State Central Medical 

Store, Murtala Mohammed Way, Jos
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R O F E S S O R  

Benjamin DaudaP
Wo r r i e d  o v e r  t h e  

dwindling economy in 

Nigeria, a Professor of 

Industrial Chemistry at the 

Federal University, Lokoja 

in Kogi State, Professor 

Benjamin Dauda has 

stressed the need for 

engagement of professors 

and economic experts to 

revamp the tren
Professor Dauda made 

the call while delivering his 

Inaugural Lecture titled, 

Polymer: Material Driving 

T e c h n o l o g i c a l  

Advancement held at the 

University's Auditorium in 

Lokoja recently.
The Chief Lecturer said 

that  Pro fessors  and 

economic experts have the 

potential to contribute 

i m m e n s e l y  t o w a r d s  

effective industrialization 

of any given nation.
He expressed concern 

over under utilisation of 

professors in making their 

Impacts towards nation 

building, advocating that 

they must be seriously 

engaged in upl i f t ing 

Nigeria's economy and 

development in other 

s e c t o r s  o f  h u m a n  

endeavours.
He called on captains of 

industry in Nigeria to 

s y n e r g i z e  w i t h  t h e  

academics and establish a 

thriving research and 

development unit that 

would engage researchers 

in solving Nigeria's socio 

economic woes.
Professor Daudu also 

called on industrialists 

such as Dangote Group of 

Company and others to 

e n g a g e  a s  m a n y  

professors as possible who 

could help in proffering 

solutions to the nation's 

economic predicament.
Professor Daudu who 

specialised in Polymer, 

noted that research has 

shown that Polymer is of 

great asset and value in 

propelling the growth of 

the industrial sector.
A c co rd i ng  t o  h im ,  

"Polymer is of great value 

in production of plastics, 

rubbers and rubber bags 

etc. It has also aided 

m a t e r i a l  d r i v i n g  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

advancement of nations 

across the globe"
The Vice Chancellor of 

the university, Professor 

Olayemi Akinwumi while 

declaring the ceremony 

open, commended the 

o u t s t a n d i n g  

achievements of Professor 

Benjamin Dauda in his 

academic discipline which 

he rated as worthy of 

emulation.
Akinwumi gave an 

assurance  tha t  the  

management of  the 

university would sustain 

the enabling conditions 

that necessitated sound 

academics and learning in 

Don suggests engagement of 
experts to revamp economy

From AMEDU JOSEPH,
 Lokoja

HE Nigerian Air Force T(NAF), as part of its 

ongoing operations against 

terrorists in the Northeast, 

conducted a successful air 

strike on a gun truck 

carrying approximately 8 

terrorists in Baranga 

Vi l lage,  Marte Loca l  

Government Area of Borno 

State. 
The operation took place 

earlier in the weekvunder 

Operation Hakin Kai.
D u r i n g  a n  a r m e d  

reconnaissance mission, 

NAF aircraft spotted 2 

armed terrorists on a 

motorcycle along an active 

track. Tracking them, the 

aircraft discovered the 

terrorists taking cover 

under dense vegetation. As 

the aircraft engaged the 

vegetation, a gun truck 

carrying 8 terrorists 

suddenly emerged and 

attempted to escape the 

attack. 
H o w e ve r,  t h e  N A F  

engaged and destroyed the 

gun truck, effectively 

eliminating the terrorists.
T h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  

terrorists in the Northeast 

continue to utilize thick 

forests and vegetation to 

avoid detection by the 

Armed Forces of Nigeria 

a n d  o t h e r  s e c u r i t y  

agencies. This successful 

s t r i ke  r ea f f i rms  the  

commitment of the AFN in 

preventing terrorists from 

freely attacking law-abiding 

Nigerians.

Abubakar

NAF strikes terrorist gun truck, kills 8
By DORCAS PANKYES 

Prof. Dauda

We hereby invite any reputable and competent contractor to submit 
bid for the under listed projects in Qua'an Pan Local Government 
Council.

1. Installation of solar panels in the Local Government Guest 
House Local Government Old Secretariat and chairman's Official 
Residence

2. Construction of 13km Namu Shindai Road
3. Construction of Shindai Bridge
4. Repairs of Culvert along Local Government Secretariat Ba'ap
5. Construction of 2 culvert along Namu Shindai Road
6. Construction 3 cells Box Culvert along Turniang Kwande Road
7. Renovation/Extension of PHC Pandam
8. Construction of PHC Kwa-Ga'ar in Kwang
9. Construction of PHC Monday in Bwall
10. Rehabilitation of water project in Doemak
11. Renovation/Fencing and Furnishing of Kwalla District Head 

Office
12. Renovation of Local Government Guest House in Ba'ap
13. Furnishing of Local Government Guest House in Ba'ap
14. Furnishing of Local government Old Secretariat Complex
15. 15Construction of PHC Namu

Note:
Details of all construction works can be obtain in the works 
department of the council.

REQUIREMENT
Any contractor willing to bid for the above projects must:
1. Evidence of Registration with corporate Affairs Commission
2. A Registered contractor with Qua'an Pan Local Government Council
3. Must have the last 3 years company tax clearance certificate
4. Must pay a non-refundable and registration fee of N30,000
5. Must pay non-refundable tender fee as follows:

1. CATEGORY a: From N501,000 - N30,000,000 @ N35,000
2. CATEGORY b: From N31,000,000 - N50,000,000 @ N50,000
3. CATEGORY c: From N51,000,000 - N100,000,000 @ N100,000
4. CATEGORY d: From N101,000,000 and above @ N150,000

Upon payment of the above is a non-refundable fee, into this 
account
- 2010651331
- First Bank
- QUA'AN PAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL

SUBMISSION OF TENDER BID
Fully completed tender bid document financial/technical duplicate 
copies with complete profile to the secretary of QUA'AN PAN LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT Tender Board, drop in the Chairman's office within 
One week of this advertisement.

NB:
QUA'AN PAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL is neither committed nor 
obliged to reply company or person non-refundable fee unsuitable.

VINCENT PAM NYAM
Secretary

Qua'an Pan Local Government Tender Board
For Transition Committee Chairman

QUA'AN PAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL 
PLATEAU STATE

INVITATION TO TENDER BID
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HESE are not the best of 
times for renowned Tw o r l d  1 0 0 - m e t e r  

women's hurdles record holder, 
Tobi Amusan, over her failure 
to participate in the mandatory 
three-out-of-competition dope 
test which in itself is a grave 
infraction on the rules on such a 
matter. How Amusan escaped a 
ban remains a mystery which 
has perhaps compelled the 
Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) to 
test the judgment. AIU had 
filed an appeal against World 
Athletics'

Disciplinary Tribunal last 
m o n t h  o ve r t u r n e d  t h e  
p r ov i s i o na l  s u spen s i o n  
imposed on Nigeria's hurdler, 
Tobi Amusan.

The AIU on its X (formerly 
Twitter) handle, announced 
that it filed the appeal with the 
Court of Arbitration for Sports 
(CAS) penultimate Friday – the 
eve of the expiration of the 30-
day window for appeal.

T h e  Wo r l d  A t h l e t i c s  
Disciplinary Tribunal had on 17 
August lifted the ban on 
Amusan, claiming the athlete 
did not commit an anti-doping 
rule violation for Whereabouts 
Failures. The AIU in its post 
claimed it would not make 
further comment on the matter 
until the conclusion of the 
appeal.

Indeed, Duro Ikhazuagbe, 
Thisday newspapers' Group 
Sports Editor, himself an 
athletics guru told this writer 
that: ”You are suspended. If 
your appeal succeeds you are 
reinstated. AIU also has the 
right to appeal and take the 
matter to  CAS. A top athlete 
l i ke  Tob i  cannot  c la im 
ignorance of Whereabouts 
tests unless she has something 
to hide. I still feel it must be 
carelessness. Tobi has done 
enough to get to where she is 
now.”

What is clear is that AIU 
wants to test the veracity of the 
decisions to clear Amusan as 
provided by their rules books. 
It is also an opportunity for 
athletes who may fall into the 
trap set in the whereabouts 
rule which Amusan ran afoul of 
in the future. Indeed, in 
clearing Amusan, the body 
provided answers for two 
grounds out of three. 

It really doesn't matter how 

many grounds. It could have 
been one. But, one just hoped 
that the Athletics Federation of 
Nigeria (AFN) members would 
not stand aloof in Amusan's 
quest for justice by following 
through all the processes 
available to AIU in their appeal. 
The AFN should be prepared to 
foot Amusan's bill for justice at 
the Court of Arbitration for 
Sports (CAS) in Lausanne, 
Switzerland.

These “Whereabouts” flaws 
would have been avoided had 
the AFN's medical committee 
been functional. After all, 
Amusan won laurels running 
f o r  N i g e r i a  a t  t h e  
Commonwealth Games held in 
London, last year.

Amusan passed previous 
platforms to get justice over 
her innocence when the news 
first broke that she failed to 
observe the mandatory three 
out-of-competition dope tests.

Divergent views abound in 
this Amusan saga! While some 
view it as the athletics 
regulatory body trying to apply 
the rules strictly, yet, some 
pundits see it as the usual 
dilemma that has become an 
albatross for a high-flying Black 
sportsman/woman. 

This latter position held by 
this school of thought is dotted 
with a litany of examples to 
buttress their argument. For 
instance, on March 6, 1993, 
Canad ian  spr in ter,  Ben 
Johnson, was banned for life by 
the world governing body for 
track and field after its doping 
commission affirmed that 
Johnson failed a second drug 
test that revealed abnormally 
high levels of testosterone, 
thus terminating the once 
blistering career of the 
Jamaican-born sprinter who 
once laid claim to the title of 
world's fastest human. 

He suffered the humiliation of 
being stripped of a gold medal 
and world record in the 100-
meter dash after he tested 
positive for steroids at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics.

In January 2001, former 
world heavyweight champion 
Mike Tyson was suspended for 
three months and fined $5,000 
by Michigan state officials for 
refusing to submit to a pre-
fight doping test.

It isn't enough for our sports 

authorities to litter the media 
with a litany of congratulatory 
messages to Amusan. They 
need to face the brass task of 
getting the female hurdler to be 
cleared by the Court of 
Arbitration for Sports (CAS), 
with less than ten months to the 
2024 Paris Olympic Games. 
Amusan is Nigeria's surest gold 
medal potential if the country's 
sports administrators know 
their onions. It would amount to 
a crass failure of leadership if 
Amusan is left alone to face the 
politics of clearance from 
previous verification agencies to 
date.

It is instructive to remind AFN 
and NOC that AIU has won 
similar cases which they sent to 
CAS to adjudicate. What this 
translates to is that Amusan 
stands the chance of being 
banned by CAS if left to face the 

music alone. Indeed, AIU 
appealed Salwa Eid Nader 
(400m) from Bahrain and 
Christian Coleman of the USA's 
clearance at CAS and won.

Amusan's innocence isn't in 
doubt having participated in 
major athletic meets and 
c l e a r ed  by  t he  ra ce s '  
organisers to have scaled the 
competition's several dope 
tests. But AIU's appeal smacks 
of not allowing Amusan to win 
at CAS to serve as an avenue 
for future athletes to exploit to 
e s c a p e  t h e  s a n c t i o n s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
whereabouts rule. So what if 
Amusan scales the CAS hurdle 
if truly she is innocent of any 
kind of accusations of flouting 
the whereabouts rule on 
competitions' dope tests?

Honourable sports minister 
sir, this should be your first 

charge to show that you 
understand the dynamics 
associated with this kind of 
matter. The minister should get 
athletics experts to recruit 
lawyers whose forte rests with 
such matters for proper and 
informed representation at CAS 
before the 2024 Paris Olympic 
Games.

A gold medal for Nigeria at the 
2024 Paris Olympic Games from 
Amusan could catapult the 
country to an enviable position 
in the polity of sporting nations 
especially as we haven't done 
too well at the global multi-
sports competition in the past. 
The other likely sure bet for a 
medal is Ese Brume in the 
female long jump and the 
question remains, what have 
we done as a nation to 
supervise her preparations for 
the Olympics in Paris next year?

Amusan and Brume are the 
two Nigerians with a top five 
ranking in the world for the 
women's 100-meter hurdles 
and the women's female long 
jump. Others such as in 
wres t l i ng  a re  po ten t i a l  
meda l l i s t s  w i t h  f o rmer  
Commonwealth champion, 
O d u n a y o  A d e k u o r o y e  
qualifying for the Paris 2024 
Olympic Games when she 
clinched a bronze medal in the 
women's 57kg category at the  
2023 World Wrestling Pre-
Olympic Qualifiers in Belgrade, 
Serbia on Wednesday. The 
three-time former champion 
beat Turkey's Elvira Kamaloglu 
9 to 5 points in the third-place 
match.

This writer had a good laugh 
whilst reading the story that 
three Nigerian boxers had 
qualified for the 2024 Paris 
Olympic Games. I felt pity for 
the boxers because they would 
be fighting for honours only to 
be taught the new rules hours 

before their bouts. I couldn't 
believe my eyes that we could 
ask coaches whose knowledge 
of the fistic trade was 
outdated. Other boxers at the 
Beijing 2008 Olympic Games 
were punching non-scoring 
parts of their opponents who 
knew where to jab the 
Nigerians to get huge points 
haul. One only hopes that 
these set of boxers are abreast 
with the modern-day rules of 
the fistic trade.

A few years ago, I wrote here 
that our athletes shouldn't be 
made to rely on philanthropists 
and sports-loving governors 
when they require funds to 
prepare themselves for 
national assignments. Other 
countr ies  have severa l  
avenues to source funds, such 
as Sports Lottery Schemes and 
fund-ra isers where the 
President sits at dinner with 
the corporate world to show 
the level of commitment 
towards such an exercise. 
Blue-chip firms are given tax 
incentives for what they pay 
into the projects' coffers. The 
president's speech will spur 
others not at the ceremony to 
join the queue.

Civilised countries develop 
their sports through the 
neighbourhood system where 
facilities are built to engage 
the youth and push them away 
from social vices. Nurseries 
serve as the bases for storing 
the data of those discovered. 
Such information helps to 
nurture and monitor the good 
ones to stardom. Besides, 
nurseries lay the foundation 
where the athletes are taught 
the rudiments of the game. It 
is at such factories that playing 
styles and patterns unique to 
such countries are evolved.

AIDU Sanusi is almost Zc e r t a i n l y  n o t  i n  
contention to be named in the 
Super Eagles squad for their 
October international against 
Saudi Arabia after the latest 
update from Porto manager 
Sérgio Conceição.

The left-back was forced off 
at halftime during Porto's 
Champions League opener 
against Shakhtar Donetsk on 
Tuesday. 

Conceição initially played 
down the severity of the 
injury, saying post-match 
that the defender was 
replaced as a precaution due 
to a muscle problem. 

Upon the team's return to 
Portugal on Wednesday, 
Sanusi underwent a medical 
examination and the tests 
showed that he suffered a 
muscle injury to his left thigh. 

Speaking at Friday's pre-
match press conference 
before his side's meeting with 
Gi l  Vicente, Conceição 
confirmed that Sanusi will not 
be available for selection for 
tomorrow's game at the 
Estádio Do Dragão.

The Portuguese football 
tactician added that Sanusi 
will be out of action in the 
next few weeks, which makes 
him a huge doubt to be 
summoned for the friendly 
against Saudi Arabia. 

Nigeria manager Jose 
Peserio certainly had plans to 
include Sanusi on his roster 
for the friendly, given that the 
the game is scheduled to hold 
in Portugal where the player 
is based and it would be the 
national team's last match 
before the start of the 2026 
World Cup qualifiers. 

The 26-year-old was not 
called up for Nigeria's 2023 
Afr ica Cup of Nations 
qualifying match against São 
Tomé and Príncipe earlier this 
month.

M e a n w h i l e ,   s p o r t s  

analyt ics company Pro 
Football Focus, Italy U21 
international of Nigerian 
descent Destiny Udogie holds 
the distinction of being the 
fastest player at Tottenham 
Hotspur ahead of the eagerly 
anticipated heavyweight 
clash against Arsenal at the 
Emirates Stadium on Sunday. 

For players who have played 
a minimum of 400 minutes in 
the 2023-2024 Premier 
League season, only three 
players rank higher than 
Udogie in terms of the highest 
maximum speed in the 
division. 

Fulham left-back Antonee 
Robinson, Burnley centre-
back Ameen Al Dakhil and 
West Ham United defender 
Emerson are the only players 
in the Premier League faster 
than Udogie. 

Who can save Amusan's career?

Bad news for Peseiro 

Sanusi
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