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that those policies were not 
bringing values to the 
sector.

“President Tinubu has 
directed the return of the 
10.5 million out-of-school 
children to school at the 
expiration of his tenure. We 
still have a long way to go. 
We are not matching the 
children in the country with 
the desired education and 
this is because our policies 
are not producing the 
values we need.

“What we need is the 
action on the ground and 
not the policy declaration. 
This is where I can tell you 

N election petition Atribunal in Jos has 
s a c ked  t h e  s ena t o r  
representing Plateau South 
s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  
Napoleon Bali, and the 
member represent ing 
Barikin Ladi/ Riyom federal 
constituency in the House 
of Representatives, Peter 
Gyendeng.

The tribunal subsequently 
declared the immediate 
past governor of the state, 
Simon Lalong, of the All 
Progressive Congress 

He noted that the 
country had a lot of good 
policies on what was 
required to do in the best 
interest of the nation, but 

we intend to come in. We 
want to bridge the gaps 
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expressed his commitment 
to bridge the gaps existing 
between education policy 
statements and their 
actualisation.

2021 and 2022 Nigeria 
A n n u a l  E d u c a t i o n  
Conference (NAEC), in 
Abuja, on Monday.

Prof. Mamman also 

he Minister of 
Education, Prof. TTahir Mamman, 

made this known when 
he declared open the 

(APC) as the validly elected 
senator of the Plateau 
South district.

The tribunal also declared 
Fom Dalyop of the Labour 
Party (LP) as the validly 
elected representative of 
the Barikin Ladi/ Riyom 
federal constituency.

T h e  e l e c t o r a l  
commission, INEC, had 
declared that Messrs 
Lalong and Dalyop came 
second in their respective 
elections held on 25 

HE World Health TOrganisation (WHO) 
on Monday said malaria 
death rates in Nigeria 
dropped by 55 per cent 
between years 2000 and 
2021.

The WHO Regional  
D i rector  for  A f r i ca ,  
Matshidiso Moeti, who 
made this known during 
the launch of the 2022 
Nigeria Malaria Report in 
Abuja, said incidence 
recorded from malaria 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz to visit Nigeria

Foundation trains journalists on climate change reportage

AIEC, UNICEF, foundation train Tsangala school mallams

Pate

Lalong wins as
tribunal sacks Plateau

PDP Senator

Students protest
over school
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FG to increase funding for 
education by 25%

Malaria death rate 

dropped by 55% – WHO

PECIAL adviser to SPresident Bola Tinubu 

on Media and Publicity, 

Ajuri Ngelale, has said that 

Nigerians know that there 

are no magic solutions to 

their…
Spec i a l  adv i s e r  t o  

President Bola Tinubu on 

Media and Publicity, Ajuri 

Ngelale, has said that 

Nigerians know that there 

are no magic solutions to 

their problem.
Ngelale stated this when 

discussing the benefits of 

President Bola Ahmed 

Tinubu's trip to India to 

attend the G-20 meeting.
He said the president had 

rolled out plans to alleviate 

the sufferings of Nigerians 

since the removal of fuel 

subsidy.

W h e n  a s k e d  w h a t  

measures the President 

was taking to better the 

lives of the Nigerians 

considering the hardship in 

the country after the fuel 

subsidy removal, Ajuri 

Ngelale said, “Nigerians 

are very brilliant people. 

They understand that you 

don't have magic wand 

solutions to their problems 

which have been in place 

for over a period of more 

than 50 years.
They know that when you 

inherit a deficit you have to 

take out that deficit. That is 

why the president has been 

very consistent in his 

doings during campaigns 

and now in office. He did it 

in Lagos.
He brought out a master 

plan. He said if we painfully 

and diligently implement 

this master plan it would 

take us there. And we know 

what Lagos is today. The 

present has distributed 

palliatives to states and 

now is trying to crush 

energy costs.

Nigerians know there'er no magic 
solutions to problems – Tinubu's Spokesma

Wife of Nigeria’s President, Sen. Oluremi Bola Tinubu (left) with wife of Plateau State Governor, Barr. 
Mrs. Helen Caleb Mutfwang yesterday on arrival at the Yakubu Gowon Airport, Jos during Her Excellency 
visit to present relief materials for IDPs in the State PHOTO: JOHN LAR

Mamman

Ngelale
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between policy statements 
and actual isat ion of 
outcomes.

“This is to give them 
future training that will 
enable them to live their 
lives and make them 
employers of labour. 
Everybody deserves to live 
a life of dignity for the well-
being of their family”, he 
said.

Prof. Mamman further 
stressed the importance of 
basic and secondary 
schools being properly 
equipped, saying, “We 
know that society that had 
benefitted from education 
is known for nurturing of 
creativity and research 
which starts from the 
lower levels.”

The minister emphasised 
the need for mechanisms 
that constantly monitor 
a n d  e v a l u a t e  t h e  
implementation of policies' 
strategies to be put in 
place to ensure the SDG 
goals were accomplished.

He called on the various 
s takeho lders  in  the  
education sector to work 
with the Federal Ministry of 
Education and agencies as 
well as State Ministries of 
Education.

This, he said, would lead 
to the identification of 
innovative approaches for 
improved funding, and 
ensure that Nigerians 
enjoy inclusive equitable, 
quality education and life-
long opportunities.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  
Permanent Secretary of 
the Federal Ministry of 
Education, David Adejo, 

explained that the 2021 
and 2022 edition of the 
conference could not hold 
because of COVID-19 
recovery, which informed 
its delay till now.

Adejo, represented by 
the Director, Information 
and  Commun i c a t i o n  
Technology (ICT) in the 
ministry, Abubakar Isah, 
charged stakeholders to 
deliberate on ways of 
c o l l a b o r a t i n g  a n d  
par tnersh ip  towards  
actualising the 2030 
education agenda.

A l s o ,  t h e  U n i t e d  
Kingdom, through James 

February.
Both the APC and LP 

candidates asked the 
tribunal to nullify the 
election of Mr Bali (PDP) 
and Mr Gyendeng (PDP) on 
the ground that the PDP did 
not have a proper party 
structure and, therefore, 
could not file candidates for 
the elections.

They added that INEC did 
not comply with the new 
E l e c t o r a l  A c t  a n d  
guidelines as of the time of 
conducting the election.

In their separate rulings 
at the court, Omaka 
Elekwo (for the Senate 
election) and Muhammad 
Tukur (for the Reps 
election) nullified the 
election of the two PDP 
candidates because of the 
party's refusal to respect 
the order of a Jos High 
court to conduct ward 
congresses before the last 
general elections.

The judges further said 
the evidences presented 
by the APC and LP 

candidates were relevant 
and admissible, adding 
that all the votes cast for 
the PDP candidates were 
invalid.

The sacked lawmakers 
are, however, expected to 
appeal the tribunal's ruling 
and will remain in office 

until the conclusion of the 
appeals.

Mr Lalong is now a 
minister in President Bola 
Tinubu's administration 
and is expected to continue 
in that office despite 
Monday's ruling.

also dropped by 26 per 
cent within the same 
period.

Ms Moeti said although 
Nigeria accounted for 
about 27 per cent of the 
global burden of malaria 
cases, the country has 
made significant progress.

She noted that Africa 
carries a high proportion of 
the global malaria burden, 
accounting for about 95 
per cent of all malaria 
cases, and 96 per cent of 
all malaria deaths in 2021.

“While Nigeria accounts 
for around 27 per cent of 
the global burden of 
malaria cases, the country 
has seen major progress,” 
she said.

Malaria incidence has 

fallen by 26 per cent since 
2000, from 413 per 1000 
to 302 per 1000 in 2021. 
Malaria deaths also fell by 
55 per cent, from 2.1 per 
1,000 population to 0.9 per 
1,000 population.”

Malaria, a disease caused 
by a parasite spread to 
humans through the bites 
of infected mosquitoes, 
kills more than 400,000 
people yearly, mostly 
children in sub-Saharan 
Africa.

Nigeria, Africa's most 
populous nation also 
accounts for a high per 
cent of malaria burden 
globally.

Ms Moeti said drivers of 
this continuing disease 
burden include the size of 
Nigeria's population and 
i nadequa te  fund ing ,  
amongst others.

“ D r i v e r s  o f  t h i s  
continuing disease burden 
include the size of Nigeria's 
population, making scaling 
u p  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
challenging; suboptimal 
surveil lance systems, 
which pick up less than 40 
per cent of the country's 
malaria data; inadequate 
funding to ensure universal 
interventions across all 
states; and health-seeking 
behaviour, where people 
use the private sector, with 
l i m i t e d  r e g u l a t i o n ,  
preferentially.”

Ms Moeti noted that 

O ' D o n o g h u e ,  t h e  
Education Adviser of the 
Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office 
(FCDO) ,  p l edged  to  
s u p p o r t  N i g e r i a  i n  
achieving the 2030 SDG 
agenda, as well as to 
ensure every child gets 
quality education.

O'Donoghue urged the 
Federal Government to 
increase funding for 
education and strive to 
ensure that the money 
allocated for education is 
used for the overall 
education objective.

Lalong wins as tribunal sacks Plateau PDP Senator

STUDENTS  a t  t he  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  J o s  

(UNIJOS), Plateau State, 

are currently protesting 

against the 300 per cent 

increment in the school 

fees of the university.
The source obtained the 

protests photographs 

w h i c h  s h o w e d  t h e  

students bearing various 

placards with inscriptions 

such as “Our right, 

education must not be 

violated” and “Degree; 

not debt. Fees Must fall.”
The source on July 29 

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  J o s  

announced the increase 

of school fees from the 

current N45,000 to 

N213,000 an increment 

of over 300 percent.
According to new school 

fees chat signed by the 

R e g i s t r a r  o f  t h e  

university, the N213,000 

fee is for 100 and 200 

level students while the 

300 level students and 

above will now pay 

N160,000.
The source reports that 

the university had in 

2017, increased school 

fees to N45,000 from 

N27,000.
The institution’s Vice 

Chancellor, then, Professor 

Sabastian Maimako, had 

c i ted  the  dwind l ing  

budgetary allocations, 

rising bills and the need to 

upgrade some materials.
Maimako said the figure 

was endorsed by parents, 

old students and other 

stakeholders at a meeting 

in Jos, where all factors 

were considered.
The source could not 

immediately ascertain 

whether the current Vice 

Chancellor, Professor 

Tanko Ishaya, had the 

same agreement with the 

s t u d e n t s  U n i o n  

Government, parents and 

the stakeholders before 

arriving at this humongous 

and outrageous school 

fees hike.
UNIJOS increment came 

a week after the University 

o f  L ago s  (UN I LAG)  

announced increment 

prompting parents and 

Nigerians in general to kick 

against the astronomical 

increase of school fees by 

universities in the country.

Malaria death rate
dropped by 55%

FG to increase funding for 
education by 25%

addressing the prevention, 
elimination, and control of 
malaria and the burden 
from other d iseases 
requires critical data and 
information gathering for 
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  
investment and decision-
making.

In his remarks, the 
Coordinating Minister of 
Health and Social Welfare, 
Muhammad Pate, said 
governance, not finance, is 
a  m a j o r  c h a l l e n g e  
hamper ing the f ight  
against malaria in the 
country.

Mr Pate said his team 
intends to fix this by 
working with development 
partners and the private 
sector to garner the 
resources needed to tackle 
the menace

Mr Pate also commended 
the government of the 
United States of America, 
and other partners for 
investing about $900 
million in Nigeria's malaria, 
H I V / A I D S ,  a n d  
Tuberculosis programmes.

“We appreciate the 
generosity of the American 
people and American 
government and other 
g o v e r n m e n t s  t h a t  
contribute to the global 
fund because the global 
fund comprises seven 
countries, not only the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
government,” he said.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
to visit Nigeria
GERMAN Chancellor Olaf 

Scholz will visit Nigeria in 

October as part of moves 

to further strengthen 

economic ties between the 

two countries.
A statement by Ajuri 

Ngelale, Special Adviser to 

the President on Media and 

Publicity, said the decision 

was reached on the 

sidelines of the G-20 

meeting in India, where 

President Bola Tinubu and 

the German leader met.
“Thank you for this 

important discussion, Mr. 

President. I appreciate this 

opportunity to advance our 

economic relations. Your 

market is unique and our 

companies have a history 

in Nigeria.
“We acknowledge the 

business-friendly reforms 

you have put in place. I'm 

to come and prosper 

across multiple value 

chains and sectors inside 

our country.”
A f t e r  mee t i ng  t he  

German leader, Tinubu 

also held talks with his 

South Korean counterpart 

Yoon Suk Yeo l  who 

c o m m e n d e d  t h e  

P res iden t ' s  reg iona l  

leadership.
“I wish to commend your 

s t r o n g  l e a d e r s h i p ,  

following the peaceful 

transfer of power to you 

from your predecessor and 

we see a stable country in 

West Africa that is growing 

in stature”, he said.

happy to inform you of my 

desire to visit you in 

October, which will allow us 

to carry forward these 

initiatives”, Scholz was 

quoted as saying after 

Tinubu expressed his 

desire to expand the 

par tnersh ip  between 

Nigeria and Germany.
On his part, President 

Tinubu said: “It is not, for 

us, only a matter of 

designing the financial 

a r ch i t e c t u r e  f o r  an  

e x p a n d e d  e c o n o m i c  

partnership. It is also 

about the practicality of 

aligning the perspectives 

o f  you r  l a r ge - s ca l e  

manufacturers, such as 

Volkswagen and others, 

with the reality of the new 

incentives my government 

is putting in place for them 

Lalong

Students protest over school 
fees hike T h e  Ta k e - I t - B a c k  

movement had described 

the current trend of fees 

hike by many universities 

in the country as a 

"neoliberal agenda" of the 

President Bola Tinubu-led 

Nigerian government while 

millions of Nigerians are in 

abject poverty.
"Following the neoliberal 

a g e n d a  o f  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

@officialABAT targeted at 

pricing education out of 

the reach of the poor, 

a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  

@UnilagNigeria and other 

campuses have resolved to 

astronomical increments 

in fees.
"This is coming at the 

time more than 150 million 

Nigerians lives in Abject 

poverty complicated also 

b y  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  

hardship occasioned by 

increase in price of fuel, 

and electricity tariff.
"We stand with students 

of the University of Lagos, 

their poor parents, and 

mi l l ions of  N iger ian 

students who will become 

victims of the renewed 

neoliberal siege on public 

educat ion," TIB had 

stated.
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Governor Mutfwang (middle) his Deputy Ngo Josephine Piyo (left) and 
the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) State Chairman, Hon. Chris 
Adukuchili Hassan taking notes at the Retreat

From left are, Barr. Rautha Dakok, HoS, Engr. Jeremiah Satmak, CoS and 
Arc Samuel Nanchang Jatau, SGS

Cross section of Permanent Secretaries

Dr. Kachollom Gang, Commissioner, Higher Education (right) with other 
members of the State Executive Council

Rev. Gideon Para-Malam, a resource person at the Retreat addressing 
participants

Prof. Haruna Dabin, mni (right) with other PDP stalwarts 

Barr. Mrs. Rebeccah Shaset, Permanent secretary, Youths and Sport with 
Hajiya Sadiya Yero, Permanent Secretary, Secondary Education

Kachollom Rita Pam, Acting General Manager, PRTVC (left) flanked by 
other Retreat participants

GOVERNOR MUTFWANG AT PLSG RETREAT
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang at PLSG retreat and On-boarding of Executive Arm of Government holding at the Unity 

Hall, NIPSS, Kuru, Jos South LGA recently
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Foreign News

AFTER months of protests 
against the hardline Israeli 
government ' s  h igh ly  
controvers ia l  judic ia l  
overhaul, an historic 
showdown is taking place.

All 15 Supreme Court 
judges are convening for 
the first time to hear 
petitions against a legal 
amendment that limits 
their own powers.

Thousands of Israelis 
gathered for a rally outside 
the court in Jerusalem on 
Monday night in support of 
the judges.

Critics argue the move 
wi l l  weaken jud ic ia l  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  
democracy.

"We want to make sure 
[the judges are] not 
intimidated by all the 
t h r e a t s  t h a t  t h i s  
government makes," said 
Yaron, a father-of-two from 
the coastal city of Netanya. 
"This is about democracy."

For Orly, who came from 
Modiin with her friend, it 
was more emotional. She 
felt the fundamental 
character of Israel was at 
stake.

In July, the nationalist-
r e l i g i o u s  g o v e r n i n g  
coalition led by Prime 
M i n i s t e r  B e n j a m i n  
Netanyahu pushed through 
an important change as 
part of its radical judicial 
overhaul.

It cancelled the ability of 
a l l  c ou r t s  t o  b l o ck  
government actions and 
appointments using the 
legal standard that they 
were "unreasonable".

Image caption,
Supporters of the judicial 

overhaul  say i t  wi l l  
rebalance the branches of 
power

However, supporters of 
the overhaul argued that 
the move strengthened 
democracy by preventing 
the court from overturning 
the actions of an elected 
government.

The Supreme Court - 
which could take weeks or 
months to deliberate - is 
under pressure to strike 
down the law.

If it does so, though, 
m e m b e r s  o f  M r  
Netanyahu's government 
are threatening to ignore 
its decision. That could lead 
to a constitutional crisis 
over who has the greater 
authority.

At a far-right protest last 
week, Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich warned 
the chief justice not to dare 
o v e r t u r n  t h e  
" r e a s o n a b l e n e s s "  
legislation which affects a 
basic law in Israel - part of 
a set of laws that have a 
key role in the absence of a 
national constitution.

"Invalidating a Basic Law 
is a deviation from all your 

authority and will be the 
end of Israeli democracy," 
Mr Smotrich declared.

In a grim reminder of the 
social divisions that have 
opened up, a young 
demonstrator in the crowd 
told the BBC: 

Activist Yiftah Golov says 
he will not be reporting for 
voluntary duty with Israel's 
military

Mr Netanyahu, who is on 
trial for corruption charges 
which he denies, has been 
vague when asked whether 
he would stick to a ruling 
that would quash the new 
law.

The  l aunch  o f  h i s  
c o a l i t i o n ' s  j u d i c i a l  
campaign at the start of the 
year has brought hundreds 
of thousands of Israelis 
onto the streets. It has also 
led to expressions of 
concern from international 
allies and dented the 
economy, amounting to 
Israel's worst domestic 
crisis in years.

The military has been 
badly affected with a large 
number of reservists 
saying they would not 
report for voluntary duty. 
Defence officials warn that 
Israel's readiness to fight 
wars could be impaired.

"It is probably the most 
powerful, unimaginable 
th ing we have ever 
imagined that we need to 
do," said Yiftah Golov, an 
activist with a reservist 
group called Brothers in 
Arms. 

Other hearings in coming 
weeks will also put Israel's 
t o p  j u d g e s  i n  t h e  
uncomfortable position of 
ruling on their own fate.

A former intelligence 
division chief for Israel's 
s p y  agen cy  Mos sad  
suggests the Netanyahu 
government is playing with 
fire, and that it could face a 
serious pushback.

"I believe based on, let us 
say hunches and hints from 
inside, that Mossad, [the 
internal Shin Bet security 
force] Shabak, police and 
chief of staff when there is 
a dilemma, they will say we 
obey the Supreme Court," 

Haim Tomer explained.
So far, attempts to reach a 

compromise deal between 
Mr Netanyahu and his 
political opponents have 
failed. However, the Israeli 
President Isaac Herzog has 
continued to try to bring the 
two sides together.

On Monday, the prime 
minister said he was 
working to "exhaust every 
possibility" to reach a broad 
agreement and there were 
positive remarks from the 
leader of one opposition 
party.

However, Mr Netanyahu's 
other political rivals reacted 
with scepticism and there 
were tough stands from 
some in his own coalition 
with one far-right minister, 
Itamar Ben Gvir, insisting 
he would not "surrender".

Israel Court protests over judicial 
reform

BEIJ ING c la ims  an  

American citizen jailed for 

life in China earlier this 

year is a decorated spy who 

had  worked  fo r  US  

intelligence for more than 

three decades, as it ramps 

up a campaign warning 

citizens to guard against 

foreign espionage. John 

Shing-Wan Leung, a 78-

year-old US citizen who 

also holds permanent 

residency in Hong Kong, 

was sentenced to life in 

prison by a Chinese court in 

May on espionage charges. 

At the time, authorities 

provided no details about 

his case, except that he 

was detained by state 

security officers in April 

2021. Months after the 

sentencing, the Ministry of 

State Security, China's 

main civilian spy agency, 

claimed in a social media 

post Monday that Leung 

had been recruited by US 

intelligence agencies in 

1989 and received what it 

termed a “merit medal” for 

the large amount of 

intelligence he allegedly 

collected. The ministry 

accused Leung of spying on 

Chinese diplomats and 

Chinese officials visiting 

People died in Libyan flood.
More than 2,000 people 

are believed to have died in 

devastating floods in 

e a s t e r n  L i b y a ,  t h e  

c o u n t r y ' s  m i l i t a r y  

spokesman said in a press 

American jail in China is US spy. 

conference on Monday.
Authorities have declared 

the city of Derna, the worst 

hit area, a disaster zone. 

Officials said the city has 

become inaccessible as 

e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  

communications have 

been cut off.
The spokesman also said 

1,200 people were injured 

in heavy floods.
Over 2,800 killed in rare, 

powerful quake
The cities of Al Marj, 

Susah, Shahat and Al 

Bayda also have several 

people who died, an official 

said.
"Entire neighborhoods 

have been wiped out…with 

their residents," Libya's 

head of military said.
Mediterranean storm 

Daniel  is  behind the 

widespread flooding in the 

North African nation as it 

s w e p t  a w a y  e n t i r e  

n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  

destroyed homes in several 

coastal towns.
"I am deeply saddened by 

the severe impact of 

[Storm] Daniel on the 

country and have tasked an 

emergency response team 

to prepare to support local 

authorities and partners in 

the region," Georgette 

G a g n o n ,  t h e  U . N .  

humanitarian coordinator 

for Libya, posted on social 

media.
Gagnon said early reports 

showed the storm damaged 

dozens of cities and villages 

in the area.
"I call on all local, national 

and international partners 

t o  p r o v i d e  u r g e n t  

humanitarian assistance to 

those affected at this 

difficult time." 
In 24 hours, over 16 inches 

of rain fell in the city of 

Bayda, Libya's National 

Center of Meteorology 

reported, according to the 

flood tracking website 

Floodlist.
"We are in close contact 

with the United Nations and 

with authorities in Libya to 

determine how quickly we 

can bring assistance to 

where it is most needed," 

the U.S. Embassy in Libya.
Daniel is forecast to bring 

rain and bad weather to 

west Egypt on Monday.
Last week, the storm 

h a m m e r e d  t h e  

s o u t h e a s t e r n  

Mediterranean, killing at 

least 26 people in Greece, 

Turkey and Bulgaria.

Netanyahu

Jinping

DONALD Trump has asked 
the judge overseeing his 
federal election meddling 
case to step aside due to 
previous statements she 
made in court.

He said in a legal filing 
some past comments 
create a perception of bias 
a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r m e r  
president.

The request for a recusal 
was filed to Judge Tanya 
Chutkan on Monday.

She is overseeing the case 
being brought by special 
counsel Jack Smith, who 
accuses Mr Trump of a 
conspiracy to overturn his 
2020 election loss.

Mr Trump has pleaded not 
guilty to the charges.

The former president said 
last month that he planned 
to petition Judge Chutkan 
for a recusal.

The Monday filing does 
not expressly call the judge 
prejudiced against Mr 
Trump, but says certain 
statements she has made 
in her court "create a 
perception of prejudgment 
incompatible with our 
justice system".

"Although Judge Chutkan 
may genuinely intend to 
give President Trump a fair 
trial - and may believe that 
she can do so - her public 

Trump asks judge to step aside

Trump

statements unavoidably 
taint these proceedings, 
regardless of outcome," it 
says.

The petition highlights 
s e v e r a l  c o m m e n t s ,  
including one she made in 
Oc tober  2022  wh i l e  
sentencing a 6 January 
Capitol rioter.

How big are Donald 
Trump's legal problems?

"This was nothing less 
than an attempt to 
violently overthrow the 
government, the legally, 
lawfully, peacefully elected 
government, by individuals 
who were mad that their 
guy lost," she said.

She later added: "It's 
blind loyalty to one person 
who, by the way, remains 
free to this day."

Mr Trump's lawyers say 
s h e  w a s  i m p l y i n g :  
"President Trump is free, 
but should not be."

Under US federal law, any 
judge of the United States 
must voluntarily recuse 
t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a n y  
proceeding in which their 
i m p a r t i a l i t y  m i g h t  
reasonably be questioned.

If the judge denies the 
mot i on ,  Mr  Trump ' s  
lawyers could appeal to a 
higher court requesting 
that she be required to step 
aside.





BAD breath, medically called 
halitosis, can result from poor dental 
health habits and may be a sign of 
other health problems. Bad breath 
can also be made worse by the types 
of foods you eat and other unhealthy 
lifestyle habits. You can take steps to 
prevent and treat halitosis, at home 
and with the help of your dentist or 
doctor.

Does Food Affect Breath? Basically, 
all the food eaten begins to be broken 
down in your mouth. Also, foods are 
absorbed into your bloodstream and 
move to the lungs, affecting the air 
you exhale. If you eat foods with 
strong odors (such as garlic or 
onions), brushing and flossing – even 
mouthwash – merely covers up the 
odor temporarily. The odor will not go 
away completely until the foods have 
passed through your body. Other 
common foods that can cause bad 
breath include:

Cheese, pastrami, certain spices, 
orange juice or soda, alcohol, 
likewise, dieters who don't eat often 
enough can have bad breath. When 
your body breaks down fat, the 
process releases chemicals that can 
give your breath an unpleasant smell.

Why do poor habits cause bad 
breath?

If you don't brush and floss teeth 
daily, food particles can remain in 
your mouth, promoting bacterial 
growth between teeth, around the 
gums, and on the tongue. This causes 
bad breath. Inflammation of the 
gums (gingivitis) from poor dental 
hygiene can also cause bad breath.

In addition, odor-causing bacteria 
and food particles can cause bad 
breath if dentures are not properly 
cleaned.

Smoking or chewing tobacco-based 
products also can cause bad breath, 
stain teeth, reduce your ability to 
taste foods, and irritate your gums.

What  hea l th prob lems are 
associated with bad breath? 
Persistent bad breath or a bad taste in 
the mouth may be a warning sign of 
gum (periodontal) disease. Gum 
disease is caused by the buildup of 
plaque on teeth. Bacteria cause 
toxins to form, which irritate the 
gums. If gum disease continues 
untreated, it can damage the gums 
and jawbone.

Other dental causes of bad breath 
include poorly f itt ing dental 
appliances, yeast infections of the 
mouth, and cavities. The medical 
condition dry mouth (also called 
xerostomia) also can cause bad 
breath. Saliva is necessary to moisten 
the mouth, neutralize acids produced 
by plaque, and wash away dead cells 
that build up on the tongue, gums, 
and cheeks. If not removed, these 
cells decompose and can cause bad 
breath. Dry mouth may be a side 
effect of various medications, salivary 
gland problems, or continuous 
breathing through the mouth. In fact, 
morning breath is worse for people 
who sleep with their mouths open.

Many other diseases and illnesses 
can cause bad breath, including: 
Seasonal allergies, respiratory tract 
infections such as pneumonia or 
bronchitis, long-term (chronic) sinus 
infections, postnasal drip, diabetes, 
chronic acid reflux, gastrointestinal 
issues, chronic lung infection, liver or 
kidney problems.

What Can I Do to Prevent Bad 
Breath?

There are some quick and easy ways 
to banish bad breath. Just remember, 

the odor from what you eat can stick 
around until the food works its way 
completely out of your system – up to 
3 days later! Bad breath can be 
reduced or prevented if you:

Brush and floss more often. Practice 
good oral hygiene. Brush twice a day 
with fluoride toothpaste to remove 
food debris and plaque. Brush your 
teeth after you eat. (Keep a 
toothbrush at work or school to brush 
after lunch.) Replace your toothbrush 
every 2 to 3 months or after an illness. 
Trapped food also adds to the 
problem. Use floss or an interdental 
cleaner to remove food particles and 
plaque between teeth at least once a 
day.

Rinse your mouth out. A mouthwash 
adds extra protection by getting rid of 
bacteria. You can also help your 
breath if you swish your mouth with 
plain water after you eat. It can help 
to at least loosen up and free those 
trapped bits of food particles that get 
stuck in your teeth.

Scrape your tongue. The coating 
that normally forms on your tongue 
can be a host for smelly bacteria. 
Tongue scrapers are designed 
specifically to apply even pressure 
across the surface of the tongue area 
and clear any buildup. Avoid foods 
that sour your breath. Onions and 
garlic are big offenders. But brushing 
after you eat them doesn't help.

Skip after-dinner mints and chew 
gum instead. The bacteria in your 
mouth love sugar. They use it to make 
acid. This wears down your teeth and 
causes bad breath. Chewing sugarless 
gum or sucking on sugarless candy 
also stimulates the production of 
saliva, which helps wash away food 
particles and bacteria. Gums and 
mints containing xylitol are best.

Keep your gums healthy. Antiseptic 
mouthwash can help kill bacteria that 
cause bad breath and plaque that can 
lead to gingivitis, an early, mild form 
of gum disease. Moisten your mouth. 
You can get tooth decay and bad 
breath if you don't make enough 
saliva. If your mouth is dry, drink 

plenty of water during the day. You 
can also try a humidifier at night to 
moisten the air in your house. Keep 
your dental devices clean. Dentures 
should be removed at night and 
cleaned thoroughly before being 
placed in your mouth the next 
morning. Clean braces and retainers 
as directed by your dentist. See your 
dentist regularly – at least twice a 
year. They will do an oral exam and 
professional teeth cleaning and will be 
able to find and treat periodontal 
disease, dry mouth, or other 
problems that may be the cause of 
bad breath. Stop smoking and 
chewing tobacco-based products. Ask 
your dentist for tips on kicking the 
habit.

Eat more fruits and vegetables and 
less meat. Apples, carrots, celery, and 
other hard fruits and vegetables help 
clear odor-causing plaque and food 
particles from your mouth.

Keep a log of the foods you eat. If 
you think they may be causing bad 
breath, bring the log to your dentist to 
review. Similarly, make a list of the 
medications you take. Some drugs 
may play a role in creating mouth 
odors.

Who Treats Bad Breath?
In most cases, your dentist can treat 

the cause of bad breath.
If your dentist determines that your 

mouth is healthy and the odor is not of 
oral origin, you may be referred to 
your family doctor or to a specialist to 
determine the odor source and 
treatment plan. You can go over a list 
of your medications with them to see 
if any of them could be adding to the 
problem. Work with them to keep 
diabetes, allergies, and other 
conditions under control.

If the odor is due to gum disease, for 
example, your dentist can either treat 
the disease or refer you to a 
periodontist, a dentist who specializes 
in treating gum conditions.

What Products Can I Use to Get Rid 
of Bad Breath? 

An antiseptic mouthwash can help 
eliminate bacteria that cause bad 
breath. For dry mouth, your dentist 
might recommend artificial saliva. 
Ask your dentist about which product 
is best for you.

Facts about bad breath
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Asthma is a sneaky foe. One minute 
you're enjoying a walk or a bike ride. 
You're breathing easy, your 
symptoms under control.

The next minute you feel things 
change. It might start with a cough. 
Or labored, wheezing breaths. Or 
tightness in your chest and lungs. 
They're all telltale signs of an asthma 
attack.

“Asthma may appear controlled 
until someone exercises,” says 
Maureen George, PhD, a professor of 
nursing at Columbia University and a 
spokesperson for the Asthma and 
Allergy Foundation of America. 

Asthmatics should have an asthma 
action plan in place and know the 
difference between myth and fact 
when it comes to treatment. But that 
doesn't mean exercise should be 
avoided, she said. 

Exercise, in fact, is one of the best 
ways to reduce asthma symptoms. 
Research over the past 2 decades has 
shown that physical activity can help 
improve lung function and boost 
quality of life for someone with 
asthma. As their fitness improves, 
asthma patients report better sleep, 
reduced stress, improved weight 
control, and more days without 
symptoms. In some cases, they're 
able to cut down their medication 
doses.  

Exercise reduces inflammatory 
cytokines – small protein molecules 
that help cells communicate – and 
inc reases  ant i - in f l ammatory  
cytokines, according to a 2023 
review from researchers in the United 
Kingdom. That could help calm 
chronic airway inflammation, easing 
symptoms of asthma. 

A few simple guidelines can help 
you reap those benefits while staying 
safe. Make Sure the First Steps Aren't 
the Last Steps

For someone who's new to exercise, 
there's only one way to begin: 
Carefully.

The Global Initiative for Asthma 
recommends twice-weekly cardio 

and strength training. 
“You always start low and slow,” 

says Spencer Nadolsky, DO, a board-
certified obesity and lipid specialist 
and medical director of Sequence, a 
comprehensive weight management 
program.

“Low” means light loads in the 
weight room. “Slow” means short, 
easy walks. 

Many have been put “through the 

wringer” when start ing out, 
discouraging them from continuing, 
Nadolsky says. “They were too sore, 
and it felt more like punishment.”

An even bigger concern is triggering 
an asthma attack. Take steps to lower 
the risk. Have your rescue inhaler 
with you, and keep up on your 
medications, Nadolsky says.

“A health care professional should 
be consulted” before you start a new 

activity or ramp up a program, or 
anytime asthma interferes with a 
workout, George says. 

If you exercise outside, you need to 
be aware of the air quality, especially 
at a time when smoke and 
particulates from a wildfire in Canada 
can trigger asthma symptoms in 
people thousands of miles away. 

The harder you work, the higher 
your “ventilation,” meaning you're 
taking more air into your lungs, and 
potentially more allergens and 
pol lutants.  Temperature and 
humidity also become risky at the 
extremes. Cold, dry air can dehydrate 
and constrict the airways, making it 
hard to breathe. 

How to Choose the Best Type of 
Exercise 

Step one: Be realistic. People with 
asthma often have less exercise 
capacity than those who don't – 
understandable when shortness of 
breath is your default setting.

Second, give yourself plenty of time 
to warm up. A solid warm-up routine 
– particularly one with a mix of lower- 
and higher-intensity exercises – may 
help prevent exercise-induced 
asthma (bronchoconstriction), a 
narrowing of the airways during hard 
physical activity that causes 
shortness of breath and wheezing.

For example, if you warm up on a 
treadmill or exercise bike, you could 
mix in a few short bursts of faster 
running or cycling, with a couple of 
minutes of recovery at a slower pace 
in between. You can also expand that 
concept into a full-blown workout. 

High-intensity interval training 
(HIIT) is a promising option for 

people with asthma. A 2021 study 
showed that three 20-minute interval 
workouts a week significantly 
improved asthma control.

“The benefit of HIIT is that 
ventilation is able to recover 
intermittently,” says Carley O'Neill, 
PhD, an exercise scientist at Acadia 
University in Nova Scotia and the 
study's lead author. 

That's a key difference from 
conventional cardio, where the 
constant exertion can evaporate 
water from the lungs faster than your 
body can replenish it. “Dehydrating of 
the airways can, in some, trigger 
exercise-induced asthma,” O'Neill 
says. 

HIIT, conversely, allows your 
airways to recover and rehydrate 
between exercise bouts. Another 
recent study found that people with 
asthma who did HIIT workouts had 
fewer breathing problems and felt 
less fatigued, compared to a matched 
group who did cardio training at a 
constant pace. (Both types of cardio 
led to similar improvements in 
aerobic fitness.)

You can also choose other types of 
intermittent – or stop-and-go – 
exercise. Strength training, for 
example, requires relatively short 
periods of exertion, with plenty of rest 
in between. 

The One Choice You Don't Want to 
Make

While there are lots of good exercise 
options for someone with asthma, 
there's one clearly bad choice, 
according to George: “Avoiding 
exercise.” Being inactive puts you at 
higher risk for obesity and all the 

Health

Surprising ways to fight asthma symptoms
By Lou Schuler
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Opinion

 FOR years, Nigeria has witnessed 
conflicts between farmers and headers 
leading to loss of over 4,000 lives within 
seven years, with several injured. The 
conflict caused tensions and negatively 
affected the image of the country.

Government at the centre had taken 
various initiatives to end the problem, 
but fruitlessly. It however took the 
initiative of Kano State government 
recently to gather 500 experts from 
across the country, inc luding 
researchers, security experts, 
government officials, academia and 
representatives of international 
agencies to prepare a blueprint on what 
should be done.

The state Governor, Dr Abdullahi 
Umar Ganduje, set up a 27-man 
committee led by the former Chairman 
of the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) Prof Atairu Jega to 
“work towards planning and organising 
a befitting national conference on 
farmers-herders conflicts in Nigeria and 
select appropriate theme for the 
conference, select chairman, paper 
presenters/speakers, panelists, special 
guest(s) of honour, guests of honour, 
other dignitaries and delegates for the 
conference, as ell as appropriate date 
and venue for the event. 

The committee was to also provide 
adequate publicity before and after the 
event ,  submit  a  report  w i th  
observations and recommendations for 
appropriate action. It was also to 
examine  ECOWAS protocol pertaining 
to the movement of cattle across 
member countries, of the sub-region.

The committee also had Pro-
chancellor, Yusuf Maitama Sule 
University, Prof Jibrila Dahiru Amin, 
former SSG, Niger state and professor 
of Veterinary Medicine, University of 
Ibadan; Prof. Muhammad Yahaya Kuta, 
manag ing  d i r e c to r,  Gua rd i an  
Newspaper, Mr. Martins Oloja, 
execut ive  secretary,  Nat iona l  
Commission for Nomadic Education; 
Prof Bashir Haruna Usman;  managing 
director L&Z Integrated Farms Ltd; M. 
D. Abubakar; chairman, All Farmers 
Association of Nigeria, Arch Kabiru 
Ibrahim, former Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) representative in 
Nigeria; Rabe Isah Mani, Usman 
Danfodio University, Sokoto; Prof. 
Aminu Ibrahim Daneji, Department of 
Sociology, Bayero University, Kano 
(BUK). Prof Isma'ila Zango, among 
others as members while the 

CLIMATE change poses current and 
increasing threats to human health. As the 
climate continues to warm, the risks to human 
health will grow, exacerbating existing health 
threats and creating new public health 
challenges.

Many disadvantaged communities currently 
bear the brunt of climate-induced health risks 
from extreme heat, poor air quality, flooding, 
extreme weather events, and vector borne 
diseases.

Food insecurity, the result of climate change 
is related with accelerated dangers of 
beginning defects, spreading diseases, 
terrible oral health decrease vitamin intakes, 
and even persistent stipulations such as 
depression, worry disorders, back pain, 
persistent pain, arthritis, asthma, behavioural 
problem, hypertension and even suicide 
thoughts. In infants, food insecurity is related 
with diminished academic efficiency, mental 
development, and underweight, minimizing 
emotional, stunting and iron imperfections.

It is important to say that vulnerability to 
these health effects will increase as people get 
older and are less able to adapt to climate 
change. In addition, the level of vulnerability 
to certain health impacts will vary by location. 
The co-benefits of improving health while 
addressing climate change will improve public 
health infrastructure today, while mitigating 
the negative consequences of a changing 
climate for future generations.

For example, food insecurity comes with 

commissioner for information, Malam 
Muhammad Garba, served as secretary.

The governor recalled that in 2019, 
the federal government launched a 10-
year National Livestock Transformation 
Plan to curtail the movement of cattle, 
boost livestock production and control 
the country's deadly herder-farmer 
conflict, but inadequate political 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  d e l a y s ,  f u n d i n g  
uncertainties and a lack of expertise 
derailed the project alongside COVID-
19 pandemic challenges.

According to Ganduje, the move by 
the federal government to establish the 
Ruga Settlement-which was received 
out of misconception with massive 
criticisms resulted in the suspension of 
the project in which contracts had 
already been awarded. 

“There is also a clear sense which I 
think must be appreciated. That the 
federal government cannot dictate to 
states what to do with their land. This is 
so because the Land Use Act of 1978 
puts land under the control of governors 
on behalf of their states. Even for use of 
federal lands in the states according to 
the Supreme Court, building or 
development control, permit must be 
sought from the governors of the 
states. 

“I am a strong proponent of restriction 
of herders' movements into Nigeria 
from neighbouring countries as part of 
solution to tackling herder/farmer 
clashes. However, another issue worth 
taking into account is the ECOWAS 
Protocol which Nigeria signed in 1998. 
This guarantees free movement to 
pastoralists, herders across the sub-
region. As signatories to that protocol, 
Nigeria is obliged not to restrict the 
movement of herders and their cattle 
from other ECOWAS countries. This is 
an issue to be looked into.

“This has added a further complication 
to the problems we already have; 
besides most foreign herdsmen are 
exposed to the firearms market and are 
unknown to the local farming populace.”

The governor said his administration 
since inception has led the way and 
have been pioneering the initiation of 
development-oriented interventions at 
reformation of the livestock sector to 
mitigate farmer/herder conflicts by 
tackling the issue headlong. 

“You may wish to know that until our 

factors of mental misery and well tense, when 
people are no longer aware when they will eat 
their subsequent meal and this impacts 
negatively on tens of millions of people in 
Nigeria whose suffering may also now, not 
show up on the outside, however whose 
intellectual and bodily fitness are nonetheless 
threatened by way of starvation and weak 
nutrients. On top of all this, monetary 
obstacles to clinical care capacity means that 
many people who are food insecure frequently 
are identified a lot later, when an affliction 
might already have advanced and then then, it 
becomes a greater problem. Additionally, 
there is every tendency that the effect climate 
change has on agriculture is in all likelihood to 
make extensive contributions to not only the 
deficiency of food supplying the nearest 
future, however, it could also lead to the 
continuous increase in food prices.

The incessant level of stress related to being 
food insecure adjusts the way we consider and 
acquire food; changes the methods we eat, 
how we eat and leads to worse physical and 
mental health outcomes over time. Another 
mechanism whereby food insecurity can have 
an impact on health outcomes is via its impact 
on adherence to clinical recommendations. 
Again, considering diabetic food-insecure 
adults, it has proven that they encounter 
difficulties affording diabetic weight loss 
programs and decrease competences to tackle 

intervention, activities of cattle 
rustlers such as rape, killings, 
abduction and banditry had paralyzed 
economic activities in communities 
particularly in Sumaila and Doguwa 
local government areas, which left a 
lot of cattle farmers in a state of 
despair. 

“We started by mobilising security 
agencies and hence the formation of a 
Police Anti-Cattle Rustling Squad, 
Ambush Squad and Tac t i ca l  
Observation points along the Falgore 
Forest. The police teams were 
deployed to Tundun Wada, Doguwa 
and Sunmaila local government areas 
of the state, and were given all the 
support they need to arrest the 
rustlers and prevent further loss of 
cattle in the state. 

“A military formation was also 
established in the forest to further 
reinforce the police effort, in addition 
to the construction of four prototype 
security dormitories at Kano entrances 
that included rearing industry from 
socio-cultural to socio-economic 
venture.

 It also aimed at putting an end to the 
persistent wandering of herdsmen and 
also help expand them economically. 
The Kano State Bureau of Statistics 
has undertaken a statistics of all 
herdsmen in Kano for planning 
purposes.”

The two-day conference had in 
attendance tradit ional rulers, 
government officials, other major 
stakeholders and experts.

The Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Sa'ad 
Abubakar, used the conference to 
declare that people were angry and 
hungry, hence the need to look for 
ways of dousing tension in the country.

The Sultan said the clashes between 
farmers and herders in Benue state 
has continued because all the 
suggestions made to the government 
were not implemented.

“Let's keep politics aside. The issues 
of development especially for the 
common man should not be 
prioritised. These people that God 
Almighty gave leadership over, one 
day, God forbid, will rise up against us.

“I have been to Benue at least two 
times as Sultan to sit with the 
governor and traditional rulers to 
discuss peace in the Benue valley. At 
the end of it, the suggestions were 
thrown away. Let this conference not 
be in the same manner, let's do it and 

issues pertaining diabetic.
Food is emaciated for the most part due to 

the fact of wasteful developments, rough or 
bad roads, over discriminating customers 
and incompetent storage facilities. If storage 
services are multiplied and also upgraded 
and their ample preparations for how the 
food will be used, less food will be emaciated 
and there will be a greater food impervious 
community.

Most of our farming lands are exhausted of 
their natural fertility levels and cannot 
produce a whole lot as they did years ago and 
even so, some farmers find it hard to get 
their produce to the market due to the fact of 
poor infrastructure including roads, storage 
facilities and food processing equipment. 
Sometimes because of the difficulty involved 
in transporting their produce, they tend to 
transport in bits and this can have negative 
effects on the produce because farm crops 
are perishable. If the infrastructure is 
improved, more food will be available in the 
market and the food insecurity levels will go 
down.

The ultimate goal of beating food insecurity 
should devote a focal point on constructing 
stable, sustainable and local food systems. 
In targeting global hunger, all-encompassing 
exertions need to be created to both improve 
agriculture results, processing, trade and 
people's monetary capacity to collect 
nutritious food.

For climate change and its impact on 

let's do well and now.
In his speech, Governor Ganduje 

said there is need for aiding 
information, education and strategic 
communication on the development of 
grazing reserves to mitigate the 
consequences of these conflicts.

According to him, “Modernising the 
livestock sector is not only key to 
resolving the herder-farmer conflict, 
but was envisaged that this economic 
investment pillar would support and 
strengthen the development of 
market-driven ranches for improved 
livestock production through breed 
i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  p a s t u r e  
production.”

“It is also very important that we 
avoid the dangers of allowing these 
conflicts to harden religious or ethnic 
conflicts. This is the responsibility of 
political, religious and all other parts 
our leadership elite in Nigeria. It is my 
hope that this conference will produce 
a working document that would go a 
long way in mitigating conflicts 
between herders and farmers in this 
country.”

In his keynote address, the vice 
President of Islamic Development 
Bank, Dr. Mansur Muhtar, said various 
farmers-herders clashes that took 
place at various times across the 
country have claimed the lives of 
4,000 people with several thousand 
others injured.

He said while fatalities were initially 
confined to the North-central, it has 
since spread across the country. 

Muhtar said northern Nigeria has 
been the epicentre of this conflict,  
given the relatively poor performance 
of the region in terms of education, 
health and other human development 
indicators, this situation, he said is 
untenable. 

In his opening remarks, chairman of 
the organising committee, Prof Jega, 
said the conference was designed as 
an all-inclusive process to generate 
ideas that would contribute to 
addressing an acute national problem.

“As Nigeria searches for sustainable 
ways and means of diversifying its 
economy, a national strategic focus on 
the livestock sector and its perennial 
challenges is an imperative that has 
assumed significance.”

Recommendations 
At the end of the two-day 

conference, it was recommended 
for the establishment of a Ministry 

health, two main strategies are proposed to 
tackle it. First, mitigation or reducing the 
greenhouse emissions and secondly, 
adaptation or enhancing the capacity to 
cope with health consequences resulting 
from climate change. There is a need to 
place more emphasis on renewable energy 
such as solar, wind and hydropower, and 
nuclear power. In addition, citizens can 
contribute through lifestyle changes such as 
switching to efficient lighting, solar heating, 
and use of public transport. These mitigation 
efforts can also bring direct health co-
benefits such as by reducing the risk of heart 
diseases and other non-communicable 
diseases.

Adaptation on the other hand requires 
efforts to prepare for, and minimize the 
health burden of climate change. Health 
sector can take a lead in these efforts 
specifically to carry out comprehensive 
assessments of climate risks and 
vulnerabilities, establish an integrated 
environmental and health surveillance, and 
ensure mechanisms for efficient delivery of 
health interventions. Health system should 
be made climate resilient and ready to be 
able to anticipate ill effects and remain ready 
and prepared for an effective response. The 
national programmes on diarrhea disease 
control, vector control, and zoonosis must 
be strengthened and capacity to respond to 
disasters and emergencies ramped up.

Nwachukwu writes from the Centre 
for Social Justices (CSJ), Nigeria.

of Livestock Resources.
According to a ommunique signed 

P ro f Jega , i t sa id , “ In the 
alternative, federal and state 
governments should expand the 
scope of existing Departments of 
Livestock Production to address the 
broader needs of the industry.

Similarly, they stressed the need 
for the creation of additional 
research institutions for beef, dairy 
and pasture production as a 
strategy for expanding funding and 
enacting policies and programmes 
for the development of the sector at 
all levels of government.

They called on the united nations 
( U N )  A g e n c i e s ,  B i l a t e r a l  
institutions, regional organisations 
(AU and ECOWAS), national and 
international CSOs and other 
support organisations to increase 
the level of funding and support to 
Nigeria in mitigating the Impact of 
c l ima t e c hange , a dd r e s s i ng 
techno logy gaps , address ing 
pover ty and sk i l l s gap and 
improving people's livelihoods.

They also stressed the need to 
strengthen and Improve the 
secur i ty architecture for the 
prevent ion of v io lent cr imes 
including cattle rustling, raiding of 
villages, kidnapping of persons for 
ransom and trade in illicit arms and 
drugs.

“There is need to strengthen the 
process of litigation for more 
effective dispensation of justice 
and handl ing of the var ious 
litigations relating to violent crimes 
and other perpetrators of violent 
conflicts.

“There is the need to reform the 
security and judicial architectures 
to ensure the curtailing of farmer-
herder conflicts, cattle rustlng, 
illegal arms trade, importation and 
proliferation in the country.

“Political leaders at all levels need 
to refrain from politicizing the issue 
of farmer-herder conflicts and 
other associated issues while 
pursuing inclusive processes that 
w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  u n i t y  a n d  
cooperation In the country.”

While appreciating the state 
government for the conference, 
pa r t i c i pan ts u rged Governor 
Ganduje to use his good office and 
influence to present the resolutions 
to the National Council of State and 
Nigeria Governors Forum (NGF).

Towards ending farmers/herders clashes: The Abuja declaration

Climate justice, health equity in Nigeria

 
By

 Bode Olagoke 

By CLAIRE NWACHUKWU
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Stockbrokers need an 

effective capital market 

that is deep with a range 

of product offerings that 

meet the diverse needs of 

investors. 
The reform should clip 

the wings of corporate 

raiders who deploy new 

tactics to put minority 

s h a r eho l d e r s  a t  a  

d i s a d va n t a g e .  T h e  

transaction procedures in 

the secondary market 

should be reviewed to 

eliminate bureaucracy 

whereby an investor can 

use only one account for 

all market transactions.
McKinsey & Company 

has identified some 

pillars of financial market 

r e f o r m s  t h a t  a r e  

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a n y  

environment: Review of 

regulatory bodies and 

t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

addressing the issues of 

g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  

ownership, ensuring 

transparent regulations 

a n d  p r e d i c t a b l e  

e n f o r c e m e n t ,  

introduct ion of tax 

policies and incentives 

and building of market 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a nd  

technology. These should 

serve as a compass for 

those who will be saddled 

with the responsibility of 

market reform under the 

new administration.
 The reform must attract 

private equity. It must 

encourage more listing of 

blue chip companies 

across diverse sectors of 

the economy. It must 

address the issue of 

privatization of moribund 

government parastatals 

and the listing of their 

shares on the secondary 

market of securities 

exchanges. The market is 

awaiting NNPC Limited.
Stockbrokers should be 

allowed to play key roles 

in the reform of the 

N i g e r i a n  f i n a n c i a l  

market. 
The City Gentlemen 

have a lot to offer on the 

policies that shape the 

N i g e r i a n  f i n a n c i a l  

market. 
They play a pivotal role 

in the development of the 

Capital Market Master 

Plan of the Securities and 

Exchange Commission 

(SEC). The Nigerian 

Exchange Limited (NGX) 

cannot underrate the City 

Gentlemen in policy 

f o r m u l a t i o n  a n d  

implementation. The 

reform under the Tinubu 

Administration should 

create a deliberate policy 

by the government at all 

t i e r s  t o  i nve s t  i n  

infrastructure by raising 

funds from revenue 

bonds and other relevant 

f i n a n c i a l  a s s e t s .  

Government bonds are 

usually a delight to risk-

averse investors as the 

bond is protected with an 

Irrevocable Standing 

Payment Order (ISPO), 

i s s u e d  b y  t h e  

Accountant-General of 

the State through a 

Special Purpose Vehicle 

(SPV) to hedge against 

default.
The Federal Government 

should take a cue from the 

Lagos State Government 

which has the trajectory of 

sourcing long-term funds 

from the market to build 

infrastructure.
 Municipal Bond was 

floated to build the popular 

Sura Market over three 

decades ago. The State 

Government has floated a 

N100 billion bond this year 

to finance priority projects.
Lagos State has also 

become a major player in 

the commodity ecosystem 

through its sustained 

partnership with Lagos 

Tinubu, stockbrokers' pain points and market reform

“The Federal Government should take a cue from the 

Lagos State Government which has the trajectory of 

sourcing long-term funds from the market to build 

infrastructure.  Municipal Bond was floated to build the 

popular Sura Market over three decades ago. The State 

Government has floated a N100 billion bond this year to 

finance priority projects”.

The ltowards the development of financial infrastructure and increase in effectiveness of the existing 
institutions. Pension Administrators should be made to invest more in the market. Tax reform should 
reduce transaction costs to attract investors into the market. Sola Oni writes.
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Vice Chancellor, KKU, Prof. Nanven Audu Gambo (right) received by the Provost, 
Dr. Chukwu O. O. Chukwu

Provost of the College, Dr. Chukwu (left) taking the Vice Chancellor KKU, Prof. 
Gambo round facilities at the College

Dr. Chukwu (middle) flanked by his Management and the VC KKU and team

Prof. Gambo (right) signing the visitors, register

Dr. Chukwu (right) making some remarks

Cross section of KKU Management Staff that accompanied the Vice Chancellor

KKU Registrar, Benjamin Davou Dachomo (right) flanked by other Management 
Staff listening to remarks

Vice Chancellor, Prof. Gambo, Provost of the College, Dr. Chukwu in a photograph 
with Management team of KKU and FCVMIT
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VC KARL KUMM UNIVERSITY VISITS FEDERAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY

The Vice Chancellor, Karl Kumm University (KKU), Prof. Nanven Audu Gambo and Management staff visited the Provost, Federal College of 
Veterinary and Medical Laboratory Technology Vom, Jos South LGA, Dr. Chukwu O. O. Chukwu recently



A woman has insisted she and her 
spiritual medium husband share their 
home with the ghosts of her dead relatives, 
who often sit on the sofa with the couple 
and have even shared their bed at night. 
Jane Drew, 59, claims the spirits of her 
mum, Mary, and grandmother, Clara, often 
hang around in the couple's living room, 
while her husband David Drew, 68, has 
also seen the ghost of Jane's father 
standing behind the bar they used to have.

Jane - who met David at one of his 
clairvoyant shows - even believes she was 
once poked in the back by her late mum, 
who passed away in 2019. And in the early 
days of her relationship with David, Jane 
said the couple would be visited by various 
spirits several times a week.

David, from Llandudno, Wales, has 
worked as a psychic medium for more than 
50 years, and although he is now in a 
wheelchair and has to rely on Jane as his 
full-time carer, the man still receives 
"hundreds" of requests from people asking 
him to help with their spiritual cases.

The man explained: "I'm 70 next year 
and my earliest experience was when I was 
three years old. I see people all the time 
and nine months after Jane's mum's 
passing I saw her smiling, looking at me. I 
never really see my relatives but in 1979 I 
saw my mother soon after she passed over 
and I've never seen her since. The only 
thing you can take with you when you pass 
on is spiritual mindfulness. It's an unusual 
life I would say looking back."

While Jane added: "He sometimes sees 
my mum and grandma sat in the lounge 
when he walks past. We used to have a bar 
and David would sometimes see my dad 
behind the bar too. We'd be in bed and feel 
the bed dip down and I'd ask who that 
would be and he would just go to sleep and 
I'd be lying there in the covers scared 
under the duvet. Sometimes it would just 
be a small dip and then other times it would 
feel like someone really bouncing their 
bum down on the bed.

"It just became normal over the years. 
My mum's not been dead quite so long - 
only a couple of years - but she had this 
habit of poking me in my back to get my 
attention. One night I was sitting in bed 
and felt a poke in my back so I knew it was 
her.

"There have been some hair-raising 
things. What tends to startle me is when 
things in the house move. David kept a 
shaving mirror at the back of the counter 
and it jumped off and hovered for a second 
above the floor and then dropped and that 
happened three times. This happened 
when David wasn't here and if he was here, 
he'd have been able to explain it, but 
because I can't see who's there, that's 
what makes it scary."

David claims to have been able to see 
spirits since he was a child, and initially 
believed that everyone could see ghosts as 
he didn't know any different. And after he 
began working as a medium when he was 
an adult, he met Jane when she attended 
one of his stage shows in Blackpool in 
1984.

Jane recalled: "I've always been vaguely 
interested in spirits and my grandma used 
to have premonitions with different 
members of the family seeing ghosts. I did 
believe that there was something after 
death, but that doesn't mean to say that 
everybody did and so when I went to see 
David I was open to the concept but had 
half a sceptical eye if this was genuine.

"So, my mum had bought me tickets to go 
and see him in Blackpool. I felt like I knew 
him, he was passing on all these messages 
to people. In the interval, he said to me 
'You're the girl I'm going to marry'. I gave 
him a call a few weeks after that for a 
reading and instead of that, he took me for 
a drink. We got married a year later."

And Jane also said David's biggest source 
of joy in his work is helping people, 
including one woman who claimed she was 
being tormented by a spirit in her home 
until David and his "spirit helpers" were 
able to help the spirit cross to "the next 
dimension" and leave the woman alone.

But David's work doesn't come without 
backlash, as Jane explained: "Usually the 
feedback he gets is very positive and very 
often you get someone who'll say it's the 
work of the devil, but you never get it from 
anyone who's actually seen him. When he 
was due to appear at a theatre one time, 
he'd had a phone call from the police 
saying born-again Christians were 
threatening to slash his tyres.”

Source: Mirror
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I couldn't sleep last night after trying to 

save my friend's marriage from 

evaporating without any  success. 

Though I will not disclose some vital 

information so as to protect what is left 

of the integrity of the family, I feel the 

pains this woman will go through  if a 

miracle does not take place.
To make matters worse, the woman 

had lost  both parents,  she is jobless but 

only engage in petty trading, living in a 

rented house which is due and she was 

suppose to be operated this week but 

with no money at hand.
The husband after having three 

children together decided to add a 

second wife recently. He left their 

matrimonial home a couple of days ago 

and only gave the wife three hundred 

naira to feed the entire family, she told 

me. After my little discussion with him,  

the option he is giving her is to either join 

his second wife in a rented house or go 

back to her parents' house,(both of 

them are dead)
As I kept encouraging her to remain 

strong facing this traumatizing 

predicament, I was heart full of tears 

wondering why should he abandon his 

three children together with his wife 

after all these wonderful years of 

togetherness.
After investigations on this particular 

matter, I discovered that  they both got 

married in a church accompanied with 

beautiful promises which is now gone 

with the wind and today, their marriage 

is about to hit the rocks.
Please don't get me wrong as there is 

no marriage on earth which  has no 

problems including mine of course. 

Sometimes, problems make us wonder 

whether it was the right choice we made 

of each other but the next minute, we 

are dying in love for each other.
However, what  beats my imagination 

is the excuse some people give to 

facilitate their marriage  breakups. On 

several occasions, you hear the men 

folks say, “my  wife is illiterate and I  

cannot cope, she does not dress to suit 

our contemporary times or she turns her 

back against me at night”. These are 

some of the pertinent excuses which 

men give to do away with their wives.
As my friend's wife  sat across my 

parlour, left in this condition,  I knew she  

was already in deep trouble. My prayer 

however  is that she does not do 

anything stupid or hurt herself under 

any sort of imaginable pressure. On the 

contrary however, one is tempted to ask 

as to how do women who snatch 

husbands of others feel each time they 

succeed in separating these beautiful 

homes? Are they really concern about 

these innocent children who are always 

left  at the receiving end due to this 

unpopular and cruel decision of theirs? 
Where is the place of the church in the 

middle of these family  problems if I may 

ask please? How can our women who fall 

victims of this unimaginable experience 

be taken care of by the church and or  

our society in the first place?
Though I can never claim to be a saint,  

I am really  torn apart that this particular 

woman is presently left in "hell' waiting 

Odd World

for a redeemer to come her way. I have 

never experienced such a thing so close 

to me  in my life though; I also came out 

of a near broken home before God took 

over things.
I want to urge the church and anyone 

near any of such  women who are  going 

through such a horrible experience to 

provide a shoulder for them to lean on. 

We must do something on this issue to 

save many women who are presently  

traumatized as a result of this  anomaly 

in our society.
Left for me, the church is not doing 

enough to protect vulnerable women on 

this matter, at this period. 
Please I must beg you all to  pray for 

this woman including many  others who 

have been abandoned by their husbands 

for no fault of theirs. I feel the pains 

more because of what I saw my mother 

went through after my father left us for 

fifteen years unattended to. At a point, 

my mother had to surrender her portion 

of food for us to eat and survive.
I had vowed not to have anything to do 

with my father not until my mother put 

her knees on the ground asking me to 

forgive her husband. 
Of course, I had long forgiven and 

forgotten about the bitterness I and by 

extension my other siblings went 

through  and my father is today enjoying 

my benevolence more than my mother 

to her complete delight. However, with 

all sense of responsibility,  women are 

really suffering in this country and some 

of us are left with no other option than to 

speak out against this unabated 

dehumanization meted them.
All that I can say this moment is to pray 

to God to  please restore broken homes 

and bring back all that the devil has 

stolen from our families in Jesus name.

Why are marriages evaporating?

Though I can never claim 
to be a saint,  I am torn 
apart that this particular 
woman is presently left in 
"hell' only if a redeemer 
comes her way. I have 
never experience such a 
thing so close in my life 
though I also came out of a 
near broken home before 
God took over things. I 
want to urge the church 
and anyone near any of 
such  women going 
through such a horrible 
experience to provide a 
shoulder for them to lean 
on. We must do something 
on this issue to save many 
w o m e n  w h o  a r e  
traumatised as a result of 
this  anomaly in our 
society.

'My husband sees our 
dead relatives'



S one looks forward to 
retirement, the obvious Afeeling is that of agitation, 

apprehension, nervousness, 
anxiety and unease. A cursory 
look at those that have retired 
paints a confusing picture of the 
whole scenario. Some retired 
senior citizens look bright, agile, 
vibrant and happy; while on the 
other hand, some look worn-out, 
sad, depressed or in a state of 
trepidation. Some are in-between 
or neither here nor there. Looking 
at retired persons as a predictor of 
what it will look or feel like is 
therefore confusing; whether it is 
a thing to look forward to or a 
situation to avoid?

But it is clearly a thing of reality 
just as the book of Proverbs in the 
Scriptures talks about a time for 
everything. A time to be born and 
a time to die; a time to build and a 
time to tear down; a time to sow 
and a time to reap, and so on. 
Similarly, one expects a time to 
start work and a time to retire. But 
this appears to be a difficult 
scenario to come to terms with; or 
so I feel, or see in some climes. 

Retirement is therefore a 
phenomenon to be afraid of 
because of the uncertainties. Why 
should one not be afraid of 
retirement? Just as one can see, 
the uncertainties appear to be too 
many. Just like marriage, whose 
certificate is dished out before a 
couple embarks on the marital 
life, and the process of leaving, 
cleaving and becoming one body 
is learnt or actualised along the 
way; and so, is retirement. You do 
not have the experience before 
you actually retire. A retired life is 
actualized when you are retired 
from service. 

Retirement has been defined as 
an action or fact of leaving one's 
job and ceasing to work. It is also 
said to be that part of a person's 
life when they choose to leave 
t h e i r  w o r k  l i f e  b e h i n d  
permanently. It is expected that 
this is embarked upon when 
people are old, or sick enough to 
no longer contribute to their 
workplace. Different countries 
have different ages for retirement, 
and in the same country, the age 
at retirement is different for 
different professions or duties. 
One can also retire voluntarily 
when the person chooses to do so 
at any age of his or her choosing. 
There is also the compulsory 
retirement when an organization 
decides to retire a person for a 
reason or the person reaches the 
age of compulsory retirement. 
Organizations that need the 
continuing service of an officer, 
being 'essential' or no one 

available to do the job, re-
engage the person but on 
'contract' appointment. It is 
pertinent to say here clearly that 
retirement appears to be only for 
the employed or in a structured 
type of job. I am not sure 
whether the people in private 
businesses ever retire. 

Because of the seaming 
un ce r t a i n t y  s u r r ound i ng  
retirement, some individuals are 
so perturbed that they make 
effort to actually push forward 
the date of birth and therefore 
the age at retirement. This is 
b e c a u s e  t h e  b i r t h d a t e  
determines the retirement date. 
Some persons are actually 
caught in their own craftiness of 
doctoring birthdates. They do 
this several times and sometimes 
forget where they started from. 
Their retirement benefits have 
therefore been eaten into, and 
receive little or just a fraction of 
their entitlements at retirement. 
This is unfortunate to say the 
least.

The greatest fear of retirees is 

the loss of regular resources; 
where and how to get money or 
funds to afford the costs of living 
standards. This fear is worsened 
by the fact that savings from the 
pens ion  funds  f rom the  
employers are either not paid 
early, paid in bits, partly paid or 
not paid at all. Funds which have 
been deducted from a person's 
earnings over the years for this 
purpose appear to have 
disappeared into thin air and not 
accessible to the person who had 
save the said money. Reasons 
are many. Deducted monies are 
not remitted to the Pension 
Boards, the remitted monies do 
not get to the pension board, 
government borrows from the 
pension board without paying 
back or the pension board simply 
'sits' on the money.

The fear of retirement can be 
changed or modified by a change 
in the mind-set. Most workers 
have fixated their minds on a 
structured, regularised form of 
work. In addition, there has been 
the concept of the cycle of work 

and receipt of pay. You work for a 
month and receive salary or 
wages at the end of the month. 
Why and how should this cycle be 
broken? This is unthinkable and 
rather imagined. Remember that 
good health is an immeasurable 
resource if God blesses you with 
it.

The fear of Retirement could be 
the beginning of wisdom. This 
wisdom can be put into action by 
many propositions. First, God is 
in control of this dark side of life 
of yours particularly being a child 
of God. Secondly, fall back on 
plans put on ground during the 
'working period'. There are other 
resources at your disposal if you 
have adequately invested in 
them; and include the family; 
friends, colleagues, co-workers. 
Building and sustaining your 
workplace or workplaces that 
p r o v i d e d  y o u  w i t h  t h e  
opportunity to be a worker may 
also be a huge asset. Destroying 
these in the course of your work 
wou ld  do  the  oppos i t e .  
Investment in people, materials, 
a s s e t s  m a y  d o u s e  t h e  
apprehension of retirement. 
Having a positive mindset about 
retirement may be another 
wisdom to fall back to, as it is not 
the end to life or livelihood.

Before my retirement benefits 
get stalled somewhere along the 
processing and payment chain, it 
would not be out of place to 
passionately appeal to relevant 
authorities to have a change of 
heart withholding the payments 
for whatever reason. Pension and 
gratuity are not a gift or a form of 

favour. They are a right! These 
are cumulative savings from the 
salaries of workers. When the 
need for it arises, God expects it 
to be given to them. The writer 
has worked assiduously during 
the duration of service and 
therefore deserves his 'wages' in 
the form of pension and gratuity 
from his savings. This will go a 
long way in making retirement 
something to look forward to. 
The pension office staff should 
stop making life difficult to 
pensioners or retirees by 
making very unreasonable 
demands on these already 
apprehensive individuals, and 
further compounding their 
p r o b l ems .  T hey  s h ou l d  
remember that however long it 
takes, they will also be retirees if 
God tarries. What is 'good for 
the goose is also good for the 
gander', they say!

All these are theoretical, the 
writer speaking from the side of 
a prospective retiree with no 
experience whatsoever. This 
article can therefore be taken as 
a preamble to retirement. The 
writer hopes to write another 
article in this regard about 12 
months later, after I would have 
tested and tasted retirement for 
some time. The content then 
may be that of actualized hope 
and satisfaction. But as of now, 
it is a virtual thing. An 
i m a g i n a t i o n  o r  a  
procrastination!

Mutihir is Professor of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
University of Jos.
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Phobia of Retirement: Real or imaginary

Because of the seaming uncertainty surrounding 

retirement, some individuals are so perturbed 

that they make effort to actually push forward the 

date of birth and therefore the age at retirement. 

This is because the birthdate determines the 

retirement date. Some persons are actually 

caught in their own craftiness of doctoring 

birthdates.
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T is entirely fortuitous that as 
the current governments at Ithe state and federal levels 

marked their first one hundred 
days, the sudden removal of fuel 
subsidy was having devastating 
effects on the lives of citizens and 
the world was coming to terms 
with the aftershocks of the 
military coups executed in two 
African countries, among other 
events. 

But, when you look below the 
surface, you will find some salient 
but incredible nexuses between 
the three. So, can we extract 
some sense from these seemingly 
unrelated situations?

During the commemorations of 
the first one hundred days of these 
administrations, those politicians 
whose intense lobbying, pulling of 
strings and boot-licking earned 
them appointments, contracts 
and all sorts of patronage 
celebrated along with the new 
people in government. 

But those who felt sidelined and 
given the short shrift have started 
plotting how to take their pound of 
flesh come 2027. They feel that 
the efforts and sacrifices they 
made to bring the new incumbents 
to power did not merit the 
ignominy and contempt with 
which they have been so openly 
rewarded. They patiently bide 
their time for the day of reckoning.

In July this year, President 
Tinubu unveiled plans to pay 
N8,000 to 12 million families to 
cushion the effects of the fuel 
subsidy removal. In fact, the 
Senate had approved his request 
to borrow $800 million from the 
World Bank and amended the 
2 0 2 2  S u p p l e m e n t a r y  
A p p r o p r i a t i o n  A c t  t o  
accommodate another N500 
billion for the same purpose.

But this was met with stiff 
resistance by organized labour, 
professional bodies, economists 
and prominent and not so 
prominent Nigerians. They 
insisted that government's 
penchant for blindly throwing 
money at social and economic 
problems had woefully failed to 
curb poverty in the last eight 
years. Instead, it had only 
exacerbated penury by pushing 
Nigeria to the lowest rungs of the 
global poverty ladder.

 Nigerians suggested that 
government should invest such 
funds in providing infrastructure 
to make citizens stand on their 
feet economically; invest in 
agriculture to make it more viable; 

subsidise education, health and 
public transportation; make the 
power and communication 
sectors more efficient; and 
improve roads to make them 
yield more value to the economy.

Realising the futility of that 
initial gamble, President Tinubu 
resorted to another deceptive 
ruse. This time around, he 
dressed the so-called palliatives 
in gaudy and sinister robes and 
hurled them at the 36 states and 
the Federal Capital Territory 
Authority to implement. 

That came in the form of the N5 
billion which was approved in 
early August for each state to 
purchase truckloads of rice, 
foodstuff, other grains and 
assorted essential commodities 
and distribute to that amorphous 
entity that government loves to 
call 'the poorest of the poor'. 

This time around, the so-called 
palliatives amounted to a paltry 
N185 billion. Compare it to the 
initial $800 million they had 
intended to borrow from the 
World Bank and the N500 billion 
the Senate had approved for the 
same purpose through the 
amended 2022 Supplementary 
Appropriation Act. What do you 
see?

Now, state governments have 

been abandoned to struggle with 
the almost impossible task of 
sharing so little to a large 
population of hungry and equally 
angry masses.

M o r e o v e r,  t h e  T i n u b u  
government has not clearly 
informed most Nigerians that 
only 52% of that N5billion is a 
grant while the remaining 48% is 
a repayable loan. Daily, you see 
millions of gullible and poverty 
ravaged Nigerians on national 
television desperately queueing 
up from dusk to dawn to get 
paltry crumbs of these so-called 
palliatives. At the end of the day, 
they effusively thank the Federal 
Government for “coming to our 
aid.”

 Apparently, the entire package 
and the spirit behind it has not 
pleased a majority of Nigerians. 
Which was why, on September 1, 
2023, the Nigeria Labour 
Congress, NLC, President, Joe 
Ejiro, picked holes and rubbished 
i t  o n  a  C H A N N E L S  T V  
programme. 

He said: “If you share that 
N5billion or even the five trucks 
of rice or grains, people will not 
get one or half cup of rice. If you 
share the N5billion, many 
people, probably within the 
working class or the poor of the 

poor, may not get N1,500. Now, 
is that palliative?” 

We leave the reader to kindly 
answer that question. But it must 
be said that it was on that basis 
that NLC members embarked on 
a two-day nationwide warning 
strike on September 5 and 6. And 
although the NLC was seen to be 
doing too little very late, most 
Nigerians saw it as better than 
taking the Federal Government's 
glaring disregard for the welfare 
of the masses lying down. 

Now, let's look at the two 
military putsch in Niger Republic 
and Gabon. But first, a little 
snippet that may give us a bit of 
an insight into some of the 
underlying catalysts behind 
these resurgent military take-
overs.

 Recently, President Emmanuel 
Macron of France was said to 
have flared up against the 
constitutional provision that 
barred him from seeking office 
for a third term. BREITBART 
(September 2, 2023) reported: 
“During a closed-doors meeting 
with leaders of opposition parties 
on Wednesday in Seine-Saint-
Denis, the 45-year-old leader 
reportedly declared:  'Not being 
able to be re-elected is 
disastrous bullshit,' participants 
of the meeting told the Le Figaro 
newspaper.”

The publication explained that, 
in line with constitutional reforms 
passed in 2008, the French 
presidency is now limited to only 
two consecutive terms of five 
years each. Macron is in his 
second term. The president was 
said to have been miffed by a 
suggestion that the constitution 
be further amended to limit the 
president's tenure to a term of 
seven years. 

In fact, there have been 
insinuations that Mr. Macron may 
be planning to go as far as 
changing the constitution to 
allow him take a third shot at the 
presidency. But BREITBART 
quoted the French essayist, 
Maxime Tandonnet, as warning 
about the dire consequences: “A 
f o r m u l a  a l l o w i n g  t h r e e  
mandates, i.e. fifteen years – 
and why not twenty years? – 
would risk amplifying the 
scourges  o f  se l f- to-one,  
c r ony i sm,  c l ann i sm and  
corruption.”

He further pointed out that the 
longer a leader remained in 
power, the more likely they could 
lose sight of existing reality, 

adding: “Life in palaces and 
planes, surrounded by servants 
and courtiers, in the obsession 
with the curve of popularity polls, 
translates into a radical break 
with the daily life of the French.”

Do you see any parallels 
between Macron's contempt for 
constitutional values and the way 
some African leaders, especially 
those in Francophone Africa, 
have approached democratic 
governance in their respective 
countries?

But even if Macron does not 
succeed in changing the 
constitution before the next 
election in 2027, that would not 
be end the French people would 
h a v e  h e a r d  f r o m  h i m .  
BREITBART gives the reason: “As 
opposed to the United States, the 
term limit rule in France only 
prevents politicians from serving 
more than two consecutive 
terms, meaning that Macron 
could theoretically run for 
president again in 2023.”

Could this fluidity in the French 
democratic system and its 
leaders' open disdain for it have 
rubbed off so perniciously on 
some of their former colonies? Ali 
Bongo came into power in 2009 
after the death of his father who 
had ruled for 45 years. 

Ali had just 'won' a much 
disputed third term. During the 
election, foreign observers and 
journalists were barred just as it 
was marred by vote rigging and 
widespread violence. Those were 
some of reasons that prompted 
the military to strike.

In Cameroon, 90-year-old Paul 
Biya, who has been in power for 
41 years, is plotting for his son to 
take over from him while 
Theodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo of Equatorial Guinea, 
who is 81, has been in power for 
44 years.

President Alassane Quattara of 
Cote d'Ivoire contested and 'won' 
a very contentious election for a 
third term in 2020. In these 
countries, the cult of personality 
is so strong that it overshadows 
all institutions of state. The 
leader is feared and revered as a 
god.

In the face of all these, the 
former colonial power, France, 
would only raise an eyebrow 
when its economic and political 
interests are threatened. Its 
strangle hold of the erstwhile 
colony is firm, complete and 
asphyxiating. 

“Moreover, the Tinubu government has not 

clearly informed most Nigerians that only 52% 

of that N5billion is a grant while the remaining 

48% is a repayable loan. Daily, you see millions 

of gullible and poverty ravaged Nigerians on 

national television desperately queueing up 

from dusk to dawn to get paltry crumbs of these 

so-called palliatives. At the end of the day, they 

effusively thank the Federal Government for 

“coming to our aid.”
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