














Barr. Mutfwang, through the Commissioner, Justice, Barr. Dafi unveiling 
the plague
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MUTFWANG COMMISSIONS JSC
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang recently commissioned the Judicial Service Commission, Jos. 

The Governor was represented by the Commissioner of Justice and Attorney General of the State

Representative of the Governor, Barr. Philemon Dafi cutting the tape to 
commission the project

Cross section of Judges and Lawyers at the ceremony

Secretary to Government of the State, Arc. Samuel Nanchang Jatau (left) 
with the Plateau State Chief Judge, Justice David Mann

Barr. Dafi, Commissioner of Justice (right) Chief Registrar, High Court of 
Justice, Barr. Andrawus Maikai and other person

Front view of the project commissioned

Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Mutfwang, Kano State, Governor 
Abba Kabir Yusuf with other governors listening to the opening remarks

NGF Chairman and Governor of Kwara State, Abdulrazaq Abdulrahman 
presiding over the meeting, flanked by Prof. Umara Babagana Zulum of 
Borno and Babajide Sanwo-Olu of Lagos State

GOV MUTFWANG ATTENDS NGF MEETING
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang recently attended the Nigeria Governors’ Forum meeting in 

Abuja















IT is quite unfortunate that, our attitudes 

toward the environment in this part of the 

world is so poor that its rippled effect is 

gradually consuming us. We freely soared 

high without trying to understand the 

composition there in the beautiful God-

given vegetations we live and feed on. 
We became so comfortable and 

complacent to the point that,  we pay less 
attention to the consuming wave of 
climate change that started like a distant 
drone decades ago.  This is because of our 
poor land use attitude which has 

generated serious ecological and security 

problems in our communities, which we 

unknowingly blamed it to natural 

ocurances. 

Before now,  we used to hear from a 
distance,  on air,  some of these climatic 
change challenges happening across the 
shores of Africa and we thought their case 

was a peculiar one or rather, assumed to 

be some kind of sin committed by their 

ancestors and never dreamed that could 

come this close some day.

However,  when we hear other countries 
crying of environmental challenges 

arising from climate change and land 

degradation, we thought it was not a sub-

Saharan African problem because we so 

pride in how green our land is, believing 

that none of such problems would come 

any near us and we ignorantly kept 

resting on our oars comfortably. 

It may interest you to know that,  way 
back in the early 7 0s and late 8 0s,  
conscious plans and arrangements were 
put in place to avert any possible land 
degradation that might arise through 
climate change challenges. Yes, our 
forefathers were predominantly farmers 
and have better understanding of what it 
means to temper with their farmlands and 
never took chances.

They set up programmes that would help 
address such possible occurances.  In fact, 

there were earth dams constructed by 

previous governments specifically for 

agricultural purposes, but that later was 

not taken seriously and we lost it along 

the line.

Unfortunately,  our forest were turned 
into money making centres where fire 
woods are extracted,  exposing our forest 
to all manners of negative human 

activities. Our beautiful forest became so 

porous as a result of indiscriminate felling 

of trees for charcoal and fire wood without 

recourse to the ravaging effects on our 

existence as a people. 
It is sad that authorities saddled with 

safeguarding our forest were not 
empowered to sustain the old practice of 
employing Forest Guards.  Of course,  there 
used to be Forest Guards under the 
Ministry of Environment and that of 
Agriculture, who inspect or monitor 
human activities around our forest and 

reserves to make sure that, serious 

penalties are meted on whoever fell down 

trees without license and it was well 
coordinated,  but the story is quite different 
today.  

What went wrong along the line is what 
craves for answer from those in authority 

before now. Where are those Forest 

Guards or Foresters who used to man our 

Forest Parks and Reserves? Where are 

those Extension workers who arrest 

people who fell trees illegally? Where are 

those agencies and institutions known for 

grooming landscape, architects and 

gardeners who later enrolled in the 
system?  All are today stories!

Today,  millions of hectares of our 

beautiful forest are destroyed yearly and 

we can no longer see the forest for the 

trees anymore,  because of how reckless 
we have been to our environment. We 

have as well been careless to the point 

that, we fell trees and do not see the need 

to plant as a replacement or fall back 

mechanism, to help protect our land for 

agricultural activities that happened to be 

our mainstay as northerners.

It is no longer news that,  the consuming 
impacts arising from this carelessness is 
now knocking at our doorsteps.  There is no 
much manpower these days to monitor 
our forest again,  leaving our forest at the 
mercy of criminal elements who turned 
them into hubs for terrorism, kidnapping 

and banditry.
Apart from the activities of these 

criminal elements,  it has also given rise to 
massive migration from desert prone 
areas toward the north central part of 
Nigeria and it has become a serious 
security challenge. There now exist 

herders/farmers clashes, unprovoked 

attacks, destruction of farm produce and 

land grabbing, generating series of 

reprisals with reports of bloodshed in 

rural communities.

However,  the intervention by the World 
Bank through the Agro-Climatic Resilience 
in Semi Arid Landscapes (ACReSAL) 
Project,  was a welcomed one.  The project 
is World Bank assisted, aimed at 
addressing challenges of land degradation 
and climate change in Northern Nigeria on 
a multi-dimensional scale.

The vision, mission and Project 

Development Objective of ACReSAL are 

to address environmental challenges 

arising from climate change and poor 

land-use practices in Northern Nigeria 

and to also have strong practices and 

policies on ecological restoration and 

climate change resilient community.
It was approved by the World Bank Board 

of Directors December 1 6 ,  2 0 2 1  with a 
slogan;  "GREENING THE ENVIRONMENT,  
SAVING LIVES" ,  and it became  effective in 
June 2 0 2 2 .  The project duration is set for 

six ( 6 )  years and will be closed March 3 1 ,  
2 0 2 8  where states of implementation will 
be in the 1 9  Northern States of Nigeria,  
including the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) ,  
Abuja respectively.

According to the ACReSAL FAQ,  the World 
Bank has earmarked and approved over 
seven hundred million dollars ( $ 7 0 0m)  for 
this intervention and the project will help 
restore 1  million hectres of degraded land 
in the northern part of the country.  
"This will contribute to the Federal 

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  N i g e r i a 's  
objective/commitment of restoring four 

(4) million hectares of degraded land set 

for broader landscapes restoration by 

2030. The Project will also help reduce the 

vulnerability of millions of the extremely 
poor people in northern Nigeria and 
strengthen their own role in line with 
achieving environmental sustainability", 

it disclosed.

Ironically,  what supposedly should have 
gulped less money to recover or maintain 

has caused us hugely to the extent that,  it 
affects both human and physical 
resources.  If not for the World Bank 
magnanimity and intervention, what 

would have been our case in the near 

future, since all we do is paying lips 

service to even issues of great 

importance?
This ACReSAL Project according to 

information available, has four (4) 
Components which include:  A-  Dryland 

Management that deals with integrated 

watershed management planning and 

addresses challenges of large-scale 

watershed degradation in northern 

Nigeria. It will support the following 

subcomponents: Strategic Watershed 

Planning, Landscape Investments and 
Special Ecosystems restoration.

Some of these components to be 
implemented were,  Community Climate 
Resilience; Institutional Strengthening 
and Project Management and Component 

Contingent Emergency Response 

Component (CERC) which has the 

financing mechanism available to 

Borrowers in Investment Project 

Financing (IPF) operations to enable 

quick deployment of uncommitted funds 

to respond to an eligible crisis or 

emergency.

However,  the proactive steps taken by 
the National Project Coordinator, 
Abdulhamid Umar, was a pointer to the 

fact that, respite has come to the 

communities affected by these land 

degradation and climate change. He, has 

since inauguration swung into action by 

reaching out to all necessary corners to 

formally kick start the project, as he 

engaged the National Space Research 

Development Agency (NASRDA).

The engagement was a Four-Day 
Training on the Application of Geographic 

Information System (GIS) and Remote 

Sensing Technology for Sustainable 

Landscape Management involving all 

critical stakeholders and Project 

Coordinators drawn from the 19 Northern 

Nigeria States and FCT, organised by  the 

National  Centre For Remote Sensing 

(NCRS) Jos, in collaboration with  Agro-

climatic Resil ience in Semi-Arid 

Landscape (ACReSAL), held at Steffans 

Hotel and Suites,  Rayfield Jos, Plateau 

State. 

As if that was not enough,  the ACReSAL 
National Project Coordinator, alongside 

the World Bank Representative and 

ACReSAL Project Task Team Leader, Dr 

Joy Iganya Agene, and the host Project 

Coordinator of Plateau State, Mr. Gabriel 

Gowon Gonkol, saw the dear need to 

embarked on a deep-dive Component B 

capacity building training for over 250 

participants drawn from the 19 northern 

Nigeria states.
All these engagements and trainings 

were held in Jos, the Plateau State for 

almost two weeks ahead of the grand 

"Project Launch" last Thursday July 27, 

2023 which witnessed the presence of the 

Nigeria Country Director of World Bank, 

Shubham Chaudhuri, and the Executive 

Governor of Plateau State, His Excellency, 

Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang, at the 

occasion with both rural and urban 

communities participating.
Considering the important roles the 

Traditional Institutions will play in the 
smooth take off of this project,  the team 
first paid homage to the Chairman, 

Plateau State Traditional Council and 

Gbong Gwom Jos, His Majesty, Da Jacob 

Gyang Buba, in his Palace at Jishe Jos, 

where the Paramount Ruler encouraged 

them to take advantage of this great 

opportunity to bring back the lost glory of 

an agritarian nature of northern Nigeria.

Meanwhile,  as part of their continuous 
oversight programme, the workaholic 
Abdulhamid Umar,  who is the National 
Project Coordinator,  did not see it as 
enough after the hectic Grand Project 
Launch,  but embarked on a Fieldwork to 

degraded sites in Plateau State.
It is our prayers that this project will help 

address some of the avoidable challenges 
that we have been facing.  There is no part 
of these 1 9  States that has not been 
affected by land degradation and climate 
change and should not be taken seriously.

This is because of the numerous mining 
activities that took place in the past and 
other natural occurrences the region 
found itself,  hence the need for the 
respective front tiers to operate an all-

inclusive policy where all will benefit so 

that, no part of the north will be left 

behind. God bless Northern Nigeria! God 

bless Nigeria!
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Feature

IT would not be out of place to assert that our inability to maintain existing foundations laid by our past leaders in the area of managing our environments is 
what turns out to hunt us today. Our cognitive ability to imagine how we first came to settle on where we so claimed to be our ancestral land, never 
occurred to us that managing this free gift of God is a gap between life and our corporate existence. EZEKIEL DONTINNA writes.

ACReSAL: salvaging 19 Northern States' land degradation challenges

From left are, Governor Mutfwang; ACReSAL NPC, Abdulhameed Umar; 
World bank Representative and ACReSAL Project Task Team Leader, Dr. Joy 
Iganya Agene and Nigeria’s Country Director, World Bank, Shubham 
chaudhuri, at the flag off in Jos, recently.
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I have found out that this 
practice of monitoring and 
evaluating public officers 
within just a hundred days in 
office is not even a Nigerian 
thing. Part of the things 
politicians all over the world 
say to the gullible public is that 
within just a 100 days of their 
elections, they would do this 

and do that. But you see, that 
seems to be all that the public 
gets these days – 100 days 
instead of 1,460 days.
But then here we are with the 

100 days of President Bola 
Tinubu. In some of the videos 
that I have seen, Nigerians 
have scored him from zero to a 
six over ten. Even though I 

have no idea upon what 
parameters or indices or 
standards have been used to 
judge him, one thing I can tell 
you for free is that they were 
based on the increased 
suffering in the land. Mr 
Tinubu took over from one of 
the most inefficient and 
primitive administrations 

that Nigeria 
has ever had 
s i n c e  
independence
. From a time 
of boom where 
a bag of rice 
sold for only 
e i g h t  
t h o u s a n d  
n a i r a ,  a n d  
bread for one 
hundred naira, 
things shot up 
to rice and 
bread being 
sold for almost 
N50 ,000 .00  
a n d  o n e  
t h o u s a n d  
n a i r a  
respectively. 
We do not  
w a n t  t o  
belabor the 
obvious but 
k n o w  t h a t  
N i g e r i a n s  
expected a lot 

from the man who claimed 
that it is his turn to be 
president. Nigerians expect 
that within the shortest time 
at least, the heavy burden we 
all carry will be reduced a 
little bit. But no, it didn't. It 
grew exponentially with the 
unplanned removal of the 
subsidy on fuel.
I will not be looking at Mr 

Tinubu's 100 days as 
president for the short term. 
If I do that, I will be falling 
into the same trap as the 
good folk who are looking at 
the bravado with which he 
has conducted himself as 
president in one hundred day 
Tinubus. I say bravado 
advisedly. Why? Here's 
someone under the intense 
scrutiny of his opponents 
over his Chicago State 
University credentials, a 
suspected drug past, and the 
weight  o f  age and a 
presidential petition dogging 
his heels. Another person 
would have caved in under 
such weight but there 
appears to be no such thing at 
the moment. And that 
perhaps is why we must not 
take these short-term 
assessments of political 
performances any seriously.
Many years ago, after 

leaving university, most of us 
s e r v e d  a s  a s s i s t a n t  
examiners for the West 
A f r i c a n  E x a m i n a t i o n s  
Council, WAEC to assess 
English. We were given a 
rubric, COEMA, as a yardstick 
for the assessment of a 
candidate's essay. With that 
rubric, COEMA, we were 
asked to ask ourselves 
several questions before we 
awarded any marks to the 
candidates. Some of the 
questions included the 
following, and in accordance 
with the COEMA rubric: Did 
the candidate have content, 
that is, did he or she answer 
the question? In answering 
the question, was the 

candidate organised to the 
extent that the content and 
his Expression, gave a hint 
that he had a mastery of the 
subject matter or question? 
Are there mechanica l  
accuracy issues – spelling 
errors, punctuation, et 
cetera? 
All of these considerations 

ultimately help the assistant 
examiner to arrive at a score 
over 50 points. In most or all 
cases, candidates often have 
issues in the area of 
mechanical accuracy – 
wrong spelling and irregular 
punctuation.
For the long term, I may 

want to ask myself these 
questions, concerning the 
shor t-  and long- term 
assessment of Mr Tinubu – in 
100 days, and beyond, do I 
think that Mr Tinubu has the 
capacity to lead Nigeria out 
of the woods? Do I think that 
he can articulate his agenda 
within the context of carrying 
Nigerians along? Does he 
look organised? Are there 
instances of mechanical 
accuracies that may affect 
his overall ability to take 
Nigeria forward?
Yes, I do believe that Mr 

Tinubu scores pass marks in 
the areas of content and 
organisation. He has put in 
place a cabinet very Nigerian 
and has demonstrated a 
capacity to listen. We have 
called on Mr Tinubu to rev the 
railways. He is doing that 
now. We believe though that 
in the areas of how he goes 
about communicating his 
agenda, and management of 
his human errors, there are 
very serious issues. In the 
short term, Mr President 
barely scores 4 over ten. In 
the long term, however, 
given the fact that he has 
given a hint to his ability to 
put square pegs in square 
holes, I would recommend 
we give him a score of 5 over 
10.

I am not sure from whence the parameter of 100 days for the evaluation of the performance of political office holders came from. There are 
365 days in a year, and the person holding public office often has about four years to prove himself or herself. Holding public officers to 
account in 100 days after they take office certainly cannot reasonably assess the worth and value that this public officer brings to bear to the 
instruments of governance. The matter is all the more pertinent in Nigeria where politicians actually serve for just two years of their tenures 
and use the remaining two to plan to either perpetrate themselves or their cronies in power.  writes.BOB MAJIRI OGHENE ETEMIKU

Tinubu

Much ado about hundred days in office

Kanam Local Government Council desire to engage the services of suitable 
and qualified contractor for the works below;
a) Roofing of Civil Defence Office
b) Fencing of grave yard about 300 square meters and a gate house
c) Solar Light Inverter in the Guest House
d) 3 Cell Culver and 2 Cell
d) Purchase of laptops and furnishing of JAMB Center

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENT
a) Evidence of Registration with the Local Government
b) Evidence of Registration with CAC
c) Evidence of Financial Capability from Reputable Bank
d) Evidence of Technical know-how and good performance
e) Any other information that will enhance the chances of the contractor 

company

COLLECTION OF TENDER
Since the pre-qualification and tender stage are to run simultaneously, this 
advertisement serves a notification for both pre-qualification and tender.
Interested contractors should apply and collect un-priced BOQs and other 
details in respect to the project from Kanam LGC works and Budgets 
Departments on payment of Twenty Thousand Naira (N20,000.00) only non-
refundable fee.

SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TENDER DOCUMENT
Submission of pre-qualification and completed tender documents shall be 
returned on or before 14 days from the date of this advertisement sealed spiral 
binding of three (3) copies addressed to the office of the Executive Chairman 
Kanam LGC Dengi, Plateau State.

Note: Only short listed contractors will be contracted.

ADO B. ISHA
For Transition Committee,

Chairman Kanam LGC.

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR WORKS

KANAM LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL

“All of these considerations ultimately help the assistant 

examiner to arrive at a score over 50 points. In most or all 

cases, candidates often have issues in the area of mechanical 

accuracy – wrong spelling and irregular punctuation. For the 

long term, I may want to ask myself these questions, 

concerning the short- and long-term assessment of Mr 

Tinubu – in 100 days, and beyond, do I think that Mr Tinubu 

has the capacity to lead Nigeria out of the woods? Do I think 

that he can articulate his agenda within the context of 

carrying Nigerians along? Does he look organised? Are there 

instances of mechanical accuracies that may affect his 

overall ability to take Nigeria forward?”
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COOPERATIVE education is 
essential for the success of the 
coopera t i ve  movement .  A  
cooperative cannot rise far above 
the level of understanding of, its 
key mandate of cooperative 
principles and values, which one of 
the principles of the Cooperative 
Society is education training and 
information.

On this note, the Plateau State 
C o o p e r a t i v e  F e d e r a t i o n   
(PLASCOFED)  has taken it upon 
itself to ensure that leadership of 
the primary cooperative societies in 
Plateau State are fully trained and 
equipped with the right information 
that would help in the sustenance 
of the movement even beyond 
Nigeria.

This year's theme for the 
PLASCOFED 2023 leadership 
workshop "Financial Management 
for Sustainable Cooperative 
Society Growth", was carefully 
selected and considered apt due to 
the global economic challenge.

Leaders of various primary 
cooperative societies in Plateau 
State were gathered in a two-day 
leadership workshop training at the 
Nigerian Institute of Mining and 
Geoscience Hall, Jos recently, 
which witnessed several members 
at the program.

The two-day programme Slated 
for September 13th and 14th had  
series of events ranging from paper 
presentations, discussions, and 
responses from participants during 
the workshop.

One of the resource persons,  
Elder Daniel Usman, Managing 
Consultant,  Sandstone Associates 
Limited and also a Principal Partner 
of DANUSMAN &  PARTNERS 
presented a paper on the theme 
"Financial  Management for 
Sustainable Cooperative Society 
Growth".

He categorically stated that the 
main aim of a cooperative society is 
to promote the economic interest 
and well-being of its members and 
finance is the life wire of every 
organization whose activities 
revolve around its members.

He added that in 2021," the 
Cooperative Rating and Award 
Society of Nigeria(CRASON)  stated 
that Cooperat ive Soc iet ies 
contributed 1 . 2  trillion naira yearly 
to Nigeria's Gross Domestic 
Product(G.D.P) . "
"While over 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  cooperatives 

were existing with over 3 1  million 
members and over 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  jobs 
were created direct ly and 
indirectly".

U sman  emphas i z ed  t ha t  
sustainable growth is attainable 
through a sustainable growth rate 
(SGR), which refers to the 
m a x i m u m  g r o w t h  t h a t  a  
cooperative can sustain its 
operation without having to 
increase external funding.

He maintained that this can be 
presented by the formula 

SGR=Return on members funds ×
[1-Diviend payout rate ]. For 
example,  if a cooperative society 
returns on members'  funds is 1 0 %  
and a dividend payout ratio is 2 0 % .  

However, in this case, the 
c o o p e r a t i v e  s o c i e t y  c a n  
sustainably grow at 8% per year, if 
the capital is left unadjusted by 
management and operation 
remains consistent with the past 
performance.

According to the resource person" 
It is important to understand the 
financial management to enable a 
cooperative sustaine its growth 
needed to take certain steps very 
important by planning through 
projections of needed cash flow for 

society to achieve its objectives. 
Managing relationship effectively 

with members, management and 
other stakeholders through a 
comprehensive reliable and time 
information is important.

Nevertheless, he pointed out 
some impediments to sustainable 
growth of cooperative societies 
which includes low and limited 
capital due to principal reliance on 
members periodic contributions 
which is relatively small when 
compared to the needs of small-
scale business ventures. Lack of 
transparency and accountability  
discourages members from making 
consistent contribution. Funding 
mismatch in using short term funds 
for long term projects with resultant 
cash flow and liquidity challenges.

Meanwhile, Inadequate record 
keeping of financial transactions 
and wrong investment of funds is 
another challenge that affects the 
growth of cooperative society.

By way of extension,  he proffered 
some vital steps that would be 
cons idered i n tack l ing the 
challenges stated above by 
ensuring that planning takes the 
centre stage of the cooperative 
society to maintain a positive cash 

accounting best practice, and all 

resolutions and other important 
regulations made during the 
Annual General Meeting(AGM) are 
implemented immediately without 
delays.

More so, management should 
ensure that auditing of accounts 
yearly by an external auditor in 
other to identify all weaknesses 

that would be identified by external 
auditor in the cause of his or her 
work be remedied in good time.

In capacity bui lding, the 
cooperative society should not only 
provide funds to members, but 
have capacity building plans to 
train members especially in 
personal financial planning, small 
scale business management and 
entrepreneurial skills.

In conclusion, he advised that 
cooperative societies should 
always strive to consider various 
factors such as sound financial 
planning, robust risk management, 
strong corporate governance, 
continuous capacity building, 
amongst others in developing 
efficient and effective financial 
management strategies to ensure 
sus ta inab le  growth  in  an  
increasingly complex and dynamic 
business environment.

Prof. Chris Piwuna from the 
University of Jos was another 
resource person during the 

p r o g r a m ,  w h o  e d u c a t e d  

participants on the danger of drugs 
and substance abuse mostly within 
our communities.

He pointed out that the level at 
which drugs abuse has affected the 
vast population of the citizens in 
the country, mostly the youths is 
becoming alarming.

Piwuna stated that the family 
remains the primary source of 
attachment, nurturing, and 
socialization for humans in our 
current society. Therefore, the 
impact of substance use disorders 
(SUDs) on the family and individual 
family members needs attention. 
Each family and each family 
member is uniquely affected by the 
individual using substances 
including but not limited to having 
unmet developmental needs, 
impaired attachment, economic 
hardsh ip,  l ega l  p rob lems,  
emotional distress, and sometimes 

violence etc.
He encouraged members during 

the event to ensure that they take 
good care of their wards to 
discourage them from taking part  
in the consumption of illicit drugs 
and to also expose the dealers of 
such harmful substances within 
their communities.

He said that the cost of 
rehabilitating such persons with 
mental disorder is very expensive 
and most families cannot afford. 
So, he advised that prevention is 
better than cure.

organizations needs in order to 
maintain a positive cash flow, 
allocate funds optimally for the 
cooperative societies to cope with 
unexpected events that may occur.

In addition, decision making 
process can be improved through 
provision of timely and accurate 
information available, also Control 
practice can be improved upon 
through monitoring, setting 
targets and operating within 
budget and in alignment with the 
overall strategy.

Another key area to financial 
management is the strategic 
identification of what needs to be 
done financially for the cooperative 

flow,  allocation of funds optimally 
to grow business within the 
operation of the society.

Budgeting to facilitate an 
effective allocation of funds to 
meet up the cost of investment, 
rent, salaries, loans etc. It is very 
important to have a master budget 
and sub-budget list

Nonetheless, budget could be 
static or flexible depending on the 
degree of rel iance to the 
underlying assumptions.

Again, regular bank reconciliation 
of bank statements and cashbook 
to ensure that the book-keeping of 
all financial operations are  
appropr iate to the g loba l  

By HOSEA NYAMLONG 

Cooperative society: Sustaining growth 
through financial management

Elder Daniel Usman and Prof. Chris Pinwuna resource persons at the workshop

Cross section of participants at the workshop

Registered cooperators under PLASCOFED
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HRH Engr. Safiyanu Suleiman Allahnana, Long Jan of Namu (right) welcoming 
Highnesses Dagwom Pagyang of Ibass Chiefdom and Agwom Izere, Jos North, 
Emmanuel Ajik

Long Gamai, His royal Highness, Miskoom Martin Shaldas (left) putting heads 
together with the celebrant, Long Jan, Miskoom Engr. Safiyanu Suleiman 
Allahnana

Cross section of royal fathers and invited dignitaries

HRH, Long Jan of Namu Engr. Safiyanu Suleiman Allahnana with HRH, Rekna of 
Bashar, Alhaji Adamu Idris

Long Kwo Chiefdom of Kwande, Quaan Pan LGA, HRH Miskoom Fidelis Attahiru on 
arrival at the event

Cross section of traditional rulers at the ceremony

HRH Long Kwa, Da Ignatius Didel with other Royal Fathers at the event

Chief Imam of Dadin Kowa Mosque, (left) with other invited personalities
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LONG JAN CELEBRATES 3 ON THE THRONE
The Long Jan of Namu Chiefdom, Quaan Pan LGA, HRH Engr. Miskoom Safiyanu Suleiman Allahnana celebrated 3 years 

on the throne as the Long Jan recently in his Palace, Namu, Quaan Pan LGA



NEW research from scientists in Italy 

has found people with Neanderthal 

genes are up to twice as likely to 

become seriously ill after contracting 

the virus reconstruction of the 

environment of a Neanderthal man in 

the mid-Paleolithic period
The Neanderthals are our ancestors - 

a now extinct species of humans who 

died out around 40,000 years ago. The 

primitive humans lived in Eurasia, a 

bloc of land that covered what we now 

know to be Europe and Asia.
The Neanderthals lived in caves, 

hunted for their food and were tough 

and accustomed to harsh climates and 

weather. But according to a new study, 

if you have Neanderthal genes, you are 

twice as likely to develop a very 

dangerous and even life-threatening 

form of Covid.
Neanderthal DNA is already 

associated with autoimmune diseases, 

type 2 diabetes, and prostate cancer. 

However, when researching the links 

between Neanderthal genes and 

Covid, Italian researchers discovered 

people with three specific Neanderthal 

gene variations were twice more likely 

to get severe pneumonia and three 

times more likely to be hospitalised 

with a ventilator after contracting the 

virus.
The new study, published in the 

journal iScience, was led by 

researchers with the nonprofit Mario 

Negri Institute for Pharmacological 

Research. The team analysed a sample 

of nearly 1,200 people in the Bergamo 

province, home to the epicentre of 

Covid in early 2020.
Scientists found that 33 percent of 

people in Bergamo with the 

Neanderthal haplotype, a set of DNA 

variants along a single chromosome 

that tend to be inherited together, 

developed severe cases of Covid. More 

than 75 percent of the participants 

were born in the Bergamo province, 

chosen as the sample region due to the 

severe cases and deaths associated 

with Covid.
In March 2020 alone, 670 people died 

in the city of 120,000 inhabitants and 

almost 6,000 in the province died - five 

or six times the normal toll for that 

time of year. The team conducted an 

ORIGN test during the experiment, 

which included breaking down each 

subject's ancestry.
The three variants were identified on 

chromosome 3, known as the 3p21.31 

locus. The study says: "The lead 

variant at this locus lies in an intron of 

LZTFL1 and is in linkage with markers 

spanning a cluster of inflammatory 

genes, including CCR9, CXCR6, and 

XCR1."
A previous study, conducted in 2020, 

found similar results and stated having 

Neanderthal genes could make you 

more at risk from severe Covid. In a 

study of 3,199 hospital patients with 

coronavirus in Italy and Spain, 

researchers found the genetic 

signature was linked to a more severe 

illness.
Lead author Professor Hugo Zeberg, 

from the Karolinska Institutet in 

Sweden, said: "The increase in risk is 

60 to 70 percent if you carry one copy 

of the Neanderthal variant and three 

times the risk if you have two copies - 

one from your father and one from 

your mother.
Later studies estimate the risk 

increase to be even higher, with twice 

the risk if you have one copy and up to 

a five-fold increase if you have two 

copies.”
Source: Mirror
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Odd World News

T H E  W o r l d  H e a l t h  
Organisation (WHO) has 
released its first-ever report 
on the devastating global 
impact of high blood pressure, 
along with recommendations 
on the ways to win the race 
against the disease.

The report made available 
o n  Tu e s d a y  s h o w e d  
approximately four out of 
every five people with 
hype r t en s i o n  a r e  n o t  
adequately treated.

It said that if countries could 
scale up coverage, 76 million 
deaths could be averted 
between 2023 and 2050.

According to the report, 
hypertension affects one in 
three adults worldwide, as the 
deadly condition leads to 
stroke, heart attack, heart 
failure, kidney damage and 
many other health problems.

“The number of people living 
with hypertension (blood 
pressure of 140/90 mmHg or 
higher or taking medication 
for hypertension) doubled 
between 1990 and 2019, from 
650 million to 1.3 billion.

” Nearly half of the people 
with hypertension globally are 
currently unaware of their 
condition. More than three-
quarters of adults with 
hypertension live in low and 
middle-income countries.

“Older age and genetics can 
increase the risk of having 
high blood pressure, but 
modifiable risk factors such as 
eating high-salt diet, not 
being physically active and 
drinking too much alcohol can 
also increase the risk of 
hypertension.

“Lifestyle changes like 
eating a healthier diet, 
quitting tobacco and being 
more active can help lower 
blood pressure.

“Some people may need 
medicines that can control 
hypertension effectively and 
p r e v e n t  r e l a t e d  
complications,” it said.

It said that prevention, early 
detection and effective 
management of hypertension 
are among the most cost-
effective interventions in 
health care and should be 
prioritised by countries as 
part of their national health 
benefit package offered at a 
primary care level.

The report said that the 
e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  o f  
improved hypertension treat-
ment programmes outweigh 
the costs by about 18 to one.

Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus, 
WHO Director-General, says 
“Hyper tens i on  can  be  
controlled effectively with 
simple, low-cost medication 
regimens, and yet only about 
one in five people with 
hypertension have controlled 
it.

“Hypertens ion contro l  
p r o g r a m m e s  r e m a i n  
neglected, under-prioritised 
and vastly underfunded.

 “ S t r e n g t h e n i n g  
hypertension control must be 
part of every country's 
journey towards universal 
health coverage, based on 
well-functioning, equitable 
and resilient health systems, 
built on a foundation of 
primary health care.”

 Ghebreyesus said that the 
report was launched during 
the 78th Session of the United 

Nations General Assembly.
 According to him, the 

assembly addresses progress 
f o r  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  
Development Goals including 
health goals on pandemic 
preparedness and response, 
ending tuberculosis and 
attaining Universal Health 
Coverage

“Better prevention and 
control of hypertension will be 
essential to progress in all of 
these.

“An increase in the number 
of patients effectively treated 
for hypertension to levels 
observed in high-performing 
countries could prevent 76 

million deaths, 120 million 
strokes, 79 million heart 
attacks, and 17 million cases 
of heart failure between now 
and 2050,” he said.

Mr Michael Bloomberg, WHO 
Global Ambassador for 
Noncommunicable Diseases 
and Injuries,. said that most 
heart attacks and strokes in 
the world today can be 
prevented with affordable, 
safe, accessible medicines.

“Treating hypertension 
through primary health care 
will save lives, while also 
saving billions of dollars a 
year,” Bloomberg said.(NAN)

WHO releases report on 
devastating impact of hypertension

President Tinubu assures AU,
 OIC of Nigeria's support

PRESIDENT Bola Tinubu says 
the African Union (AU) is 
strategically positioned to 
secure consensus positions 
for the continent on economic 
and socio-political relations 
with the world.

The president, in a bilateral 
discussion with the President 
of the Union of Comoros and 
Chairperson of the AU, 
President Azali Assoumani, on 
Monday in New York, said this 
is possible with Nigeria's 
strong of the continental 
body.

“There is nothing that can 
bring development and 
prosper i ty,  ou ts ide  o f  
embracing freedom and 
constitutional order. It is a 
c r i t i c a l  h a l l m a r k  o f  
sustainable development.

''We appreciate that the AU 
is working hard to bring about 
peace in the Sahel and is 
actively negotiating between 
the warring factions in Sudan. 
Peace in Sudan will be a great 
achievement. I appreciate 
your effort in Burkina Faso 
and our effective cooperation 
on Niger.

“You can call me at any time 
and we will discuss the peace 
and stability of AU member 
states. We need stability and 
prosperity for the black race.

''This is our era. We must be 
peaceful in order to take 
maximum advantage of the 
developmental opportunities 
presented to Africa in this era. 
We must build a model of 
sustainable development.

''Nigeria will collaborate with 
you. But we must move 
beyond those whose vision of 
Africa is narrow and evil. We 
a r e  n o t  a f r a i d  o f  
confrontation, but we prefer 
to be restrained for now, at 
this time,” the President 
declared.

Assoumani said that the AU 
seeks to complete Nigeria's 
effort in securing peace and 
prosperity in Africa, rather 
than competing with it.

''We have told China and 
Russia that they have a 
responsibility to ensure that 
there is stability in these 
countries, as there will be no 
developmental partnership 
where there is a lack of 
stability in countries being 
impacted by coupists.

''We appreciate your stand 
on these matters,” the AU 
Chairperson said.

As President of the Union of 
Comoros, the AU Chairperson 
said that Comoros seeks to 
l e a r n  f r o m  N i g e r i a ' s  

experience concerning the 
steady improvement in 
d ivers i ty  management,  
e l e c to ra l  p rocess  and  
economic growth over many 
years.

“We want to turn our 
country into an emerging 
economy and we need the 
experience of Nigeria as we 
seek your cooperation to 
conduct an election that will 
win us the respect of the 
international community and 
allow us to develop at the 
right speed and quality,” he 
said.

Tinubu also met with the 
Secretary-General of the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), Hissein 
Brahim Taha, and reiterated 
that the Islamic world has a 
strategic role to play in the 
sustenance of peace and 
development in Africa, and 
across the globe.

“The effort we are making in 
the Sahel is very important. 
We know we must double our 
efforts. We must tell our 
Muslim brothers who are 
struggling to steal power that 
only Allah chooses leaders. 
We must respect the will of 
Allah.

''I am ready to collaborate 
with you. Your effort in 
support ing agr icu l tura l  
growth and food security 
through the provision of 
resources from Islamic banks 
has been most commendable 
and our region is appreciative.

''I am determined to work 
with you in uplifting Nigerians 
and Africans,” the President 
said.

The leader of the 57-nation 
body of cooperation praised 
the Nigerian President for his 
active effort in bringing 
African states to a place of 
common understanding.

“We must gain consensus on 
the need for peace, especially 
amongst our member states.

''When you were elected as 
ECOWAS Chairman, it gave us 
confidence and hope that the 
situation in the Sahel region 
would improve because you 
are bringing people together.

''We were also happy about 
your election as President of 
Nigeria and we see the 
changes,” the OIC leader 
stated.

The OIC Secretary-General 
extended an invitation to 
Tinubu to participate at the 
OIC Heads of State Summit, 
expected to hold in a few 
months. (NAN)

Covid patients seriously ill with 
specific Neanderthal gene
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My dear people of Plateau State,
It is always a joy and honour to 

address you as your chosen 
Governor. Let me start by 
restating that I count it a great 
privilege and honour to be 
bestowed with this sacred trust of 
serving you as Governor. I give 
God all the glory and do not take 
for granted your collective 
decision to have me lead you at 
this critical time. As a testimony of 
my gratitude, I wish to re-affirm 
my unwavering commitment to 
work tirelessly for our collective 
good and progress.

I am glad to address you today 
out of the need to keep you 
updated on our efforts towards 
rebuilding the foundations of our 
dear state. You will recall that I 
have stated at several fora that 
upon being sworn-in, we met a 
state in dire need of attention and 
repair with so many institutional 
and physical structures at the 
verge of collapse. This is in spite of 
the beautiful and blessed land 
bequeathed to us by God with 
abundant human and natural 
resources. Our potential for 
growth and development is huge 
with limitless opportunities.

The remembrance of your 
uncommon celebrations since my 
lawful declaration as Governor of 
this Great State, ensured that my 
team and I decided to hit the 
ground running, by urgently 
undertaking certain efforts to 
retrace our steps and correct fault 
lines left by the administration we 
took over from. Of course, we 
have never been under any 
illusion that our job will be easy. 
That is why we decided not to 
complain or dwell on blaming the 
previous administration for the 
appalling state in which we met 
things. However, as your leader in 
service, I owe you a duty and 
responsibility to regularly update 
you on the state of affairs as we 
continue to put in place the right 
approaches and strategies to 
ameliorate the challenges we 
face.

Among the issues we have been 
tackling since assumption of 
office, was the heightened 
security challenges and renewed 
a t t a c k s  i n  s o m e  l o c a l  
governments on the eve of our 
swearing in that confronted us in 
the face;  an over bloated civil 
service with some questionable 
appointments on the eve of 
elections; 4 months backlog of 
salaries remained unpaid to civil 
servants. A huge debt profile 
which exerts pressure on every 
income of the state and; A Jos 
metropolis in dire need of urgent 
cleaning, reorganisation and 
repairs. We inherited a state 
engulfed in daily renewed attacks 
of our beloved ones, Civil servants 
were on strike due to unpaid 
salaries in the neighourhood of 
N11bn and unfulfilled obligations. 
The debt burden was in excess of 
N300 billion, constituting huge 
debt servicing burdens. Indeed, 
the problems were enormous.

Regardless, we have so far put in 
place mechanisms to restore 
peace in the state and due process 

the last 3 months to be scuttled by 
utterances of a few rascals in our 
midst who found themselves in 
positions of honour they do not 
deserve!

At this juncture, I hereby appeal 
for calm and restraint. Do not pay 

attention to merchants of 
destabilisation who are bent on 
reversing the gains made so far. 
As Chief Security Officer of 
Plateau State, let me sound a note 
of warning that; I will not tolerate 
any attempts at unsettling the 
peace of our dear state and 
hereby call on any individual or 
group (s) involved in such 
conspiracies to desist forthwith. 
Consequently security agencies 
are investigating various leads to 
track down the sponsors of crime 
and to promptly deal with any 
criminal tendencies. Let us 
maintain our focus on the path of 
unity, peace and development. 

L e t  me  app r e c i a t e  t h e  
unwavering support I have 
enjoyed since assumption of 
office. I have never been under 
any illusion that I can run the 
state on my own capacity. 
Rebuilding the State requires 
collective action. We must be 
intentional and united in purpose 
towards building a Prosperous 
Plateau where everyone will dare 
to dream and succeed.

It is on this note therefore, that I 
call on everyone to journey with 
my team and I in this task of 
uniting and building a new 
prosperous Plateau, which will be 
at par with regional and global 
giants. Let me restate that the 
principles of equity, fairness and 
justice will continually be our 
watchwords. We shall continually 
be fair to all irrespective of party, 
ethnic or religious affiliation. Let 
me reassure you, dear citizens of 
P lateau that I  wi l l  work 
assiduously to leave indelible 
marks, build on successes of the 
past administrations and set a 
new performance measurement 
standard for successive leaders.

Finally, let me offer special 
thanks for the support received 
from my Deputy, Her Excellency, 
Ngo Josephine Piyo, Speaker and 
Members of the House of 
Assembly, Members of the 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y ,  
Commissioners and members of 
my cabinet, appointed office 
holders, all Plateau citizens within 
and outside Nigeria, making a 
d i f fe rence  and pos i t i ve ly  
impacting the society, our dear 
supporters and most importantly 
you my fellow citizens. Plateau is 
ours to be proud of. Together, let 
us journey to greatness.

Once again, welcome to a new 
dispensation and welcome to a 
new Plateau. We are and shall 
remain committed to the Peace 
and Prosperity of our land.

The Time to Rebuild the Plateau 
of our dreams is Now! Let us not 
be provoked to it give it away. The 
Time is Now!

Long live the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria.

Long live Plateau State.

For the Record

Egbetokun Olukayode Adeolu, 
PhD, Director General of the DSS; 
M r.  Yu s u f  M a g a j i  B i c h i ,  
Commandant General of the 
Nigerian Security and Civil 
Defense Corps; CG Ahmed Audi, 
and other security chiefs and 
operatives for their patriotism and 
professionalism which has 
allowed us to cultivate about 900 
hectares of land of attacked 
communities.

Significant progress is also being 
made by my administration 
through the Plateau State Direct 
L a b o u r  A g e n c y  i n  r o a d  
maintenance across Jos-Bukuru 
metropolis. Several roads are 
undergoing maintenance to 
ensure their utility whereas, and 
as professionally advised; road 
renewal projects will commence in 
the dry season to ensure 
durab i l i ty  o f  cons t ruc ted  
infrastructure. Furthermore, the 
Jos metropolis is wearing a new 
outlook, following the evacuation 
of refuse heaps that had littered 
our neighborhoods. This will be 
sustained with the monthly 
sanitation exercise for which I 
encourage total compliance and 
active citizens' participation. Our 
values of cleanliness must be 
upheld so that we reset our state 
to global standards of hygiene and 
tourism.

Fellow citizens, I am very aware 
the expectations are high. The 
celebrations that greeted my 
declaration as Executive Governor 
of Plateau State are a constant 
reminder that my team and I must 
not fail you. By the Grace of God, I 
dare say we cannot fail.

We have constituted the State 
Executive Council; several 
appointments have been made, 
while others are yet underway, 
towards  prov id ing  a  fu l l  
complement for the vehicle of 
g o ve r n m e n t  t o  o p e ra t e .  
Therefore, I enjoin you to keep 
faith with us as well as 
constructively engage with all 
government institutions as we 

in the civil service, correct 
emp loyment  ma le f i cence ,  
appointments and placement 
irregularities saving Plateau 
people a significant amount of 
money monthly, that hitherto 
went into the private pockets of 
some corrupt individuals who 
have been shortchanging and 
robbing the state through ghost 
workers and other illicit schemes 
deployed. We were not surprised 
when those benefitting from this 
criminality, sponsored elements 
on a social media smear campaign 
targeted at us, all in a bid to veil 
their terrible actions. We have set 
the machinery of the law in 
motion and it will soon take its 
cou r se  i n  b r i ng ing  such  
individuals to account. After a 
painstaking process of identifying 
these leakages, we cleared the 
backlog of salaries and have paid 
up to July 2023, while that of 
August will commence in the 
coming days.

By the Grace of God, the daily 
attacks on our people have 
significantly reduced. I must at 
this point express gratitude to His 
Excellency, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, GCFR, President, Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, who granted 
me audience within his early days 
in office during which His 
Excellency immediately made a 
commitment to address the 
security challenges in our state. I 
sincerely appreciate Mr. President 
for the support provided so far 
and look forward to sustained 
collaboration with the Federal 
Government towards eliminating 
all security challenges on the 
Plateau. I want to also extend 
appreciation to all security 
agencies for their cooperation and 
immediate response to the 
isolated attacks. I want to seize 
this opportunity to specifically 
express appreciation to the Chief 
of Defense Staff; General 
Christopher Musa, Chief of Army 
Staff; Lieutenant General Taoreed 
Lagbaja, Chief of the Air Staff; … , 
Inspector General of Police; 

refocus them to provide service to 
the people. I want to also implore 
you not to allow anything alter the 
trust and confidence you have in 
this administration. I owe Plateau 
a debt.  A debt of  good 
governance, for which my team 
and I intend to pay and that by 
God's grace we shall.

As part of the efforts to cushion 
the effect of the fuel subsidy 
removal on our people, work to 
reactivate rail transportation with 
the Greater Jos Master Plan, 
covering key locations within Jos-
North and Jos South is ongoing. 
We are hopeful these services will 
commence soon and expansion 
across other parts of the state 
would also begin. Similarly, the 5-
Billion-Naira palliative received 
from the Federal Government will 
also be distributed along a 
comprehensive and systematic  
format, upon broad consultations 
with stakeholders towards 
ensuring the most effective 
deployment and utility of the 
funds, as well as ensure the most 
disadvantaged among us receive 
support and care. 

It has also become expedient to 
address the recent developments 
in our polity. We must not be 
tempted to throw away the baby 
and the bath water. We must 
continue to have faith in the Three 
Arms of Government, and believe 
that God will still use this great 
and necessary institution to affirm 
His will which you, my dear 
c i t i z e n s ,  g ra c i o u s l y  a nd  
resoundingly expressed on March 
18th this year.

Recent developments have 
generated and continue to 
generate unnecessary tensions 
between our people. We are not 
unaware of activities by some who 
are busy conspiring to scuttle the 
relative peace we are enjoying. 
We must not allow them! We must 
not allow ourselves to be 
provoked into making unguarded 
statements that will only overheat 
the polity. We must allow the 
lawful grievance resolution 
mechanisms to be brought to a 
l og i ca l  conc lus i on  i n  an  
atmosphere devoid of threats or 
tension as some of our saboteurs 
would love. As a government, we 
wish to restate our commitment 
to protecting lives and properties. 
We therefore assure all and 
sundry to go about their lawful 
duties without any fear or 
intimidation.

To my dear youths, I urge you 
not to al low people with 
unexplained wealth instigate you 
into violence. These are people 
who occupy positions of honour 
but are actually dishonourable. 
Unfortunately, their dubious 
wealth has not brought them the 
honour they crave for, hence their 
resolve to seek the destabilisation 
of our dear state. Doing the 
bidding of such miscreants 
mistaken for honourables will only 
ruin your God given potentials and 
destiny. I entreat you, flee from 
such leaders who preach and 
scheme evil. We must not allow 
the modest gains we have made in 

Being the text of a state broadcast by His Excellency, Barr Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang, Executive 
Governor of Plateau State, on the current political developments in the state.

‘I owe Plateau a debt of good governance’

Mutfwang
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N Niger Republic, just as in 

most of Francophone Africa, IFrance has continued to 

exert undue control over all 

matters of state, especially its 

huge natural resources. Not only 

is its national currency slavishly 

tied to the French Franc, their 

political structures exist at the 

pleasure of the former imperial 

power. 
It is a sad testament to the level 

African leaders are beholden to 

their foreign backers in Europe 

that Ali Bongo's first response 

following his overthrow on August 

30 was an appeal to his friends 

and allies outside the country 

wh i l e  o rd ina ry  Gabonese  

celebrated on the streets. 
He had sent out a video 

published by Mefo Info on 

Facebook with this appeal: “The 

people here have arrested me, my 

family. My son is nowhere. My wife 

is in another place…. Right now, I 

am at the residence. Nothing is 

happening, I don't know what's 

going on. I am calling you to make 

noise.”    
Unfortunately, both regional and 

continental blocs such as the 

Economic Community of Central 

African States, ECCAS, the 

Economic Community of West 

African States, ECOWAS, and the 

African Union, AU, stand by and 

watch so-called democratic 

governments al l  over the 

cont inent trample on the 

democratic and civil rights of 

Africans without raising a finger. 
They only react when citizens 

resort to self-help through mass 

protests, violent unrests or, in 

extreme cases, unconstitutional 

change of government.
This malaise of the abuse of 

democratic privilege is likewise 

deeply entrenched in other African 

countries. The 78-year-old 

Ugandan President, Yoweri 

Museveni, has been in power for 

37 years. His son, Muhoozi 

Kainerugaba, now a retired 

General, had confirmed in a tweet 

on March 22, 2023, that he was 

going to contest for the presidency 

after his father's inordinately 

prolonged rule. 
He had said: “You have wanted 

me to say it forever! Okay, in the 

name of Jesus Christ my God, in 

the name of all the young people 

of Uganda and the world, and in 

the name of our great revolution, I 

will stand for the Presidency in 

2026.”
 T h e  p o m p o u s  a n d  

swashbuckling 48-year-old, who 

was a presidential adviser at the 

time, had expressed frustration 

at his own father's long stay in 

power. But that was not for any 

altruistic reason. It was because 

the older Museveni was delaying 

his own personal ambition for the 

perpetuation of their dynasty! 
So, on another occasion, he 

tweeted: “The Prime Minister of 

UK is 42 years old, the Prime 

Minister of Finland is 37 years. 

Some of us are hitting 50 years 

old. We are tired of waiting 

forever.” Apparently, he was 

riding roughshod over suffering 

Ugandans who had endured his 

father's brutal dictatorship for 

more than three decades. 
Ironical ly,  the son was 

celebrating the youthful leaders 

of other countries while his own 

father was unleashing state 

machinery of coercion to 

viciously hound the 41-year-old 

Bobi Wine and other opposition 

figures who dared to contest the 

presidency. 
Paul Kagame of Rwanda has 

been in power since 2000. In that 

period, he has jailed opposition 

leaders and forced others into 

total submission or exile. Praised 

for his extraordinary economic 

exploits in a country ravaged by 

the 1994 genocide, Western 

countries appear to condone his 

soi led human rights and 

democratic credentials.
ALJAZEERA (September 4, 

2023)  repor ted that ,  in  

Zimbabwe, the incumbent, 

President Emerson Mnangagwa, 

was declared winner of the 

August 23 presidential vote 

which the regional block, 

Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) said “fell 

short of regional standards.” 

Also, the European Union 

observer mission declared that 

the elections were held under a 

“climate of fear.” The main 

opposition party had described 

the results as a “gigantic fraud.”
With the lingering litigations 

challenging most of the results 

the 2023 general elections, 

especially the presidential vote, 

the scenario painted above may 

well have been describing the 

Nigerian situation. Most people 

here strongly feel that the 

electoral system is deeply 

flawed. Which is why it is so open 

to manipulation. As a result, the 

entire democratic process and 

politicians are widely viewed with 

great suspicion, even scorn.  
But even in these deserts of 

desolation, there are prosperous 

oases of democracy all over the 

continent. The May 25, 2023, 

AFRICA DEMOCRACY INDEX 

ranks Africa's 10 leading 

democracies in the following 

order: Mauritius, Botswana, 

Cape Verde, Namibia, Ghana, 

Senegal, South Africa, Tunisia, 

Kenya and Madagascar. 
Among the criteria used to 

arrive at this ranking are strong 

commi tment  to  po l i t i ca l  

participation and effective 

governance, robust and inclusive 

electoral processes, a vibrant 

multiparty system, dedication to 

democratic principles and 

functioning government, among 

others. 
When military dictatorships 

were the order of the day in 

Africa in the 70s, 80s and early 

90s, this was the popular refrain 

among the forces of democracy 

and civil rights activists: “The 

worse civilian regime is better 

than the benevolent military 

dictatorship.” But from the late 

90s to the present day, it is 

becoming clear that there is a 

g r o w i n g  s e n s e  o f  

d isenchantment with the 

democratic structures that were 

instituted. The uptick in military 

coups is a clear testament to this.
Nigeria's President Tinubu has 

spared no efforts in making sure 

that the Niger coup is reversed 

and democratic structures 

restored. Understandably, he is, 

first and foremost, the current 

ECOWAS Chairman. Second, he 

had a raw taste of military rule in 

his NADECO days and so has a 

firsthand knowledge of what 

military rule really holds for the 

general progress of citizens and 

the country as a whole.
 No doubt, military rule is not 

the best form of government 

ever. In fact, we must never 

forget that the current brutal and 

atrocious civil war going on in 

Sudan today has its roots in a 

military take-over which citizens 

thronged the s t reets  to  

celebrate. The country has had 

35 military coups in its modern 

history which has earned it the 

epithet, 'laboratory of coups'. 
But, in order to avoid turning 

this into an academic exercise, it 

must be admitted that most of 

the so-called elected African 

leaders have not allowed 

democracy and all of its 

accompanying values to properly 

t h r i v e .  S e l f i s h n e s s  h a s  

persistently watered it down. 

Nigerians continue to watch in 

utmost wonder, pain and disgust 

as their elected leaders live in 

unbelievable splendor, squander 

mania and opulence as they 

struggle to get hold of a cup of 

r i c e  o r  g a r r i  wheneve r  

g o v e r n m e n t  d e c i d e s  t o  

remember them. Added to that, 

their votes are seldom allowed to 

count during elections.  
Herein lies the critical challenge 

for African leaders such as 

President Tinubu of Nigeria who 

sits over one of the largest 

democracies in the world. The 

fact that most Nigerians 

applauded the military take-

overs in west and central Africa 

says a lot about the way they 

perceive their own democracy 

and the manner in which the 

politicians have handled it so far. 
There is no denying the fact 

that these Nigerians, just as their 

fellow Africans in Gabon, Niger, 

Burnkina Faso, Mali, etc, see 

themselves as cheap pawns in 

the hands of the self-serving 

political elite.    
But, certainly, it is not yet 

sunset for democracy in Africa. 

However, the key players on this 

slippery turf must desist from 

shifting the goal post to suit their 

proclivities. Whenever we wish to 

caution politicians against 

engaging in the kinds of wanton 

political heists that have 

characterized our system so far, 

we always resort to these 

evergreen words of J.F. Kennedy: 

“Those who make peaceful 

revolution impossible will make 

violent revolution inevitable.”
For me, however, it is this 

profound foundation upon which 

the above eternal truth is built 

that matters most: “For too long, 

my country, the wealthiest nation 

on a poor continent, failed to 

carry out its full responsibilities 

to its sister republics. We have 

now accepted that responsibility. 

In the same way those who 

possess wealth and power in 

poor nations must accept their 

own responsibilities. They must 

lead the fight for the basic 

reforms which alone can 

preserve the fabric of their own 

society.” 
(GYANG is the Chairman of 

the N.G.O,  Journal ists  

Coalition for Citizens' Rights 

Initiative – JCCRI. Email: 

info@jccri-online.org)

“Herein lies the critical challenge for African leaders 

such as President Tinubu of Nigeria who sits over one 

of the largest democracies in the world. The fact that 

most Nigerians applauded the military take-overs in 

west and central Africa says a lot about the way they 

perceive their own democracy and the manner in 

which the politicians have handled it so far. There is 

no denying the fact that these Nigerians, just as their 

fellow Africans in Gabon, Niger, Burnkina Faso, Mali, 

etc, see themselves as cheap pawns in the hands of 

the self-serving political elite.”
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