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Prof. Madaki PIDAN President (right), delivering the congratulatory 
message to the listening of the Governor

Head of Service, Barr. Rauta Dakok (right) with the Commissioner for 
Water Resources and Energy, Hon. Noel Nkup

Cross section of members of the State Executive Council

Director of Protocol, Mr. Jibrin Sule Dakup (left) with the Director of 
Press and Public Affairs, Gyang Bere

Commissioners of Information, Hon. Musa Ashoms (left) with his 
colleague for Water Resources and Energy, Hon. Noel Nkup

JMBD General Manager, Arc Hart Bankat (right) with the Governors 
Personal Physician, Dr. Daniel Meshak

Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang in a group 
photograph with the PIDAN President and members

Governor Mutfwang (left) exchanging greetings with the President of 
PIDAN and other members

PIDAN CONGRATULATES MUTFWANG
The President Plateau Initiative for Development and Advancement of the Natives (PIDAN), Prof. Aboi Madaki on Monday led his executives to 

congratulate the Governor of Plateau State, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang for winning at the Governorship Elections Tribunal recently
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News
THE Rotary International 

District 9125, on Friday 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
the National Blood Service 
Commission (NBSC) to 
increase awareness of 
blood donation among 
Nigerians. 

The signing of the MoU 
which took place the NBSC 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  
Gwarimpa, Abuja was 
witnessed by Rotarians 
and staff of NBSC. While 
the governor of District 
9125, Rotn. Sagab Sani 
Ahmed signed for the 
Rotary, Dr. Ayoola Abiodun 
Olufemi, a director, who 
represented the acting 
Director General of the 
Commission, Dr. Suberu 
Eneye Jimoh, signed on 
behalf of the NBSC.

Speaking during the 
e v e n t  A h m e d ,  w h o  
described Rotarians as 
international citizens, said 
the organization was 
committed to breaking 
barriers to serve humanity. 
He said the MoU was aimed 
at complementing NBSC to 
achieve its mandate, and 
declare that 147 clubs 
under the district would 

execute the project. 
On his part, the DG 

c o m m e n d e d  R o t a r y  
Internat iona l  for  i ts  
intervention in the health 
sector. 

He said the MoU would 
help his commission to 
achieve its mandate in the 
23 states to increase the 
b l o o d  d r i v e  i n  t h e  

benefiting states. 
Earl ier, the District 

Chairperson, the special 
project on Blood donation 
initiative, Rotn Khadijah 
Toyin Musa, admonished 
all Blood Donation Zonal 
Coordinators to work 
effectively with all clubs 
across the 23 states and 
solicited the support

  

From JIDAUNA YANUNG 

2024 budget: LG pledges to execute 156 grassroots projects 

THE leadership in Akko 

Local Government Area of 

Gombe State has assured 

the implementation of no 

fewer than 156 projects 

conceived and presented 

by its rural communities 

du r i ng  i t s  c i t i z ens  

engagement with the 

people towards it's 2024 

draft budget.
According to Ibrahim 

Tafida, the treasurer of 

the Local Government, 
a t  a  c i t i z e n s '  

engagement programme 

on preparation of the 

2024 budget for the LGA, 

" These projects include 

the construction and 

improvement of roads, 

health, education, water, 

security, power, social re-

orientation, housing and 

evlnviroment.
Ibrahim Tafida stated 

that all the 156 projects 

already captured in the 

budget document, were 

submitted by different 

communities across the 

11 political wards of the 

LGA.
He urged the citizens 

and other  bus iness 

owners in the area to 

contribute by paying their 

taxes as at when due, to 

improve the revenue 

generation of the LGA and 

in turn aid the full 

implementation of the 

budget.
Chairman of the Local 

C o u n c i l ,  A b u b a k a r  

Usman-Barambu who 

gave the importance of 

citizens' contribution in 

the budget  making 

process, added that the 

government cannot fully 

understand the needs and 

a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

community without their 

input.
He commended the 

governor, Muhammadu 

Inuwa  Yahaya ,  f o r  

initiating the citizens 

engagement on budget 

preparation in the state, 

stressing that engaging 

citizens and having their 

inputs in activit ies, 

especially government's 

expenditure, is a sure way 

o f  p romot ing  good  

governance and ensuring 

ownership of projects and 

p r o g r a m e s  o f  t h e  

government.

Speaking on behalf of the 

Civil Society Organizations 

(CSOs), Malam Ibrahim 

Y u s u f ,  C h a i r m a n ,  

Associat ion of  Non-

G o v e r n m e n t a l  

Organizations in Gombe 

S t a t e ,  w h o  w a s  

represented at the event 

b y  M a l a m  Y a h a y a  

Muhammad, stated that 

the feedback from the 

stakeholders would allow 

the council to prioritize 

projects that would better 

serve the community's 

needs. 
He said the citizens 

engagement programme 

is a demonstration of the 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  

commitment to inclusive 

g o v e r n a n c e ,  

t r a n s p a r e n c y,  a n d  

accountability.
Mr Ezra Sori, the Deputy 

Director, Planning, at the 

State's Ministry for Local 

G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

Ch i e f t a i n cy  A f f a i r s ,  

commended Chairman of 

the council as well as other 

officials for organizing the 

programme.
He said the citizens 

engagement programme 

 THE National Union of Road 
Transport Workers (NURTW), 
has appreciated the Minister of 
Labour and Employment, Rt. 
Hon. Simon Bako Lalong, for 
securing the release of some 
of their members, who were 

From 

WILLIE ATTAH, Gombe

Jimoh

The governor explained 

that he understood the 

gravity of the situation and 

challenges confronting the 

I n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  

a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  

c on t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  

academic staff in shaping 

the future of the state 

through education.
H e  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  

commitment to prompt 

payment of salaries, 

pensions and gratuities 

and that he was committed 

to the implementation of 

the minimum wage by 

October.
The Vice Chancellor, 

Taraba State University, 

Prof. Sunday Bako and 

ASUU branch Chairman, Dr 

M b a v e h  G a r b a ,  

commended the governor 

for convening the meeting, 

describing it as first of it 

kind and lauded him for 

agreeing to offset three 

months salaries of the staff.

TARABA State Governor, 

Dr Agbu Kefas has ordered 

the immediate release of 

three months sa lary 

arrears of the Academic 

Staff Union if Universities 

(ASUU) branch of the 

Taraba State University 

Jal ingo from July to 

September.
This was the outcome of 

the meeting between the 

g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  

managemen t  o f  t h e  

University and union 

leaders at  the Exco 

Chamber, Government 

House, Jalingo on Monday.
A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  

management of ASUU, 

Taraba State University 

Jalingo, other union leaders 

and representative of 

students union, Gov. Agbu 

Kefas condemned the 

threat of imminent strike 

from the unions and said 

the issue of outstanding 

salaries in the Institution 

was inherited and that he 

was going to address them 

all.
Kefas observed that 

addressing the outstanding 

payment was not only a 

m a t t e r  o f  f i n a n c i a l  

responsibility but a moral 

obligation to the educators.

NURTW commends Labour Minister for release of members

From VICTOR GAI, Jalingo

arrested two weeks ago by 
government agents following 
the fracas that ensued in their 
headquarters leading to 
casualties. 

This came in a press 
statement signed by the 
Director, Press and Public 
Relations Unit Officer, Olajide 
Oshundun, recently and made 
available to THE NIGERIA 
STANDARD in Jos, the Plateau 
State capital.

Alhaji Ibikunle Baruwa, who 
led a team of members of the 
NURTW on a thank-you visit to 
the minister, appreciated the 
efforts of both the Minister and 
Minister of State, Labour and 
Employment, in facilitating the 
release on bail of the affected 
members. The Minister 
appreciated the visit and sued 
for peace between the two 
factions of the NURTW.

 Lalong maintained that 
industrial harmony remains 
key to the socio-economic 
development of any nation, 
and urged the union to work in 
synergy with the Federal 
Government in moving the 
country forward.

He said, "Securing the 
release of the detained 
NURTW members was one of 

the demands of NLC at last 
week's meeting. And as 
Minister of Labour and 
Employment, it is incumbent 
on us to listen to the cry of our 
citizens.

  "I would like to assure you 
that the processes leading to 
the fulfilment of the other 
requests of the Nigerian 
Labour Congress (NLC), 
especially wage award, are on 
c ou r s e  and  wou l d  b e  
concluded soon", he assured.

The minister, therefore 
called on the NLC not to 
embark on their planned 
strike, and allow government 
work to resolve all pending 
issues.

On her part, the Minister of 
S t a t e ,  L a b o u r  a n d  
Emp loymen t ,  Nke i r uka  
Onyejeocha, appealed to the 
NURTW factions to maintain 
peace as the ministry wades 
into their dispute for amicable 
resolution.

is a step in the right 

direction towards building 

a more responsive and 

effective government. "It 

is a template that other 

local governments can 

emulate in ensuring 

participatory governance 

a n d  i n c l u s i v e  

d e v e l o p m e n t " ,  h e  

stressed.
On his part, the Emir of 

A k ko ,  A l h a j i  Uma r  

Muhammad Atiku, who 

spoke on behalf of 

traditional leaders, stated 

that the programme is a 

laudable initiative by the 

the State Governor which 

fosters participation and 

collaboration between the 

government and the 

c i t i z e n r y  t h e r e b y  

promoting a mutual sense 

o f  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  

responsibility towards the 

development of the 

community.
The programme was 

attended by various 

stakeholders from the 

l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  

inc luding tradit ional  

rulers, religious leaders, 

civil society organizations 

and representatives from 

 Kefas

Rotary International 
signs MoU with NBSC

, Olajide 

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly known as YUNUSA 
NAFIU MUHAMMAD, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
MOHAMMED NAFIU YUNUSA. 
All former documents remain 
valid. All concerned authorities 
and the general public to take 
note.

MOHAMMED

Taraba gov. orders payment of 
 ASUU salary arrears
From V  JalingoICTOR GAI,
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Governor Mutfwang responding while Hajiya Hawwa Umar Aliyu listens

Head of Service, Barr. Rautha Dakok (right) with the Commissioner for Local 
Government and Chieftaincy Affairs, Hon. Ephriam Usman

TIC Chairman of Shendam LGC, Hon. (Dr.) Nicholas Kemi Nshe (right) with his 
colleague of Langtang North, Hon. Kumzhi Godwin

Permanent Secretaries Local Government and Chieftaincy Affairs, Finance and 
the Accountant General of the State

Cross section of members of the Federal Commissioners’ entourage

From left are, commissioners, Lands, Barr. Peter Nyam Gai, Agric, Hon. Bugama 
Samson Ishaku, Water Resources, Hon. Noel Nkup and Local Government Affairs, 
Hon. Ephriam Usman

From left are, TIC Langtang North, Hon. Kumzhi Godwin, Shendam, Hon. Nicholas 
Kemi Nshe, GM JMDB, Arc Hart Bankat and Mikang, Hon. Daniel Kungmi

Governor Mutfwang with the leader, RMAFC and members of her team
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MUTFWANG RECEIVES FEDERAL COMMISSIONERS FROM RMAFC
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang on Monday received a delegation from Revenue Mobilization 
Allocation and Fiscal Commission Abuja (RMAFC) led by the leader, Hajiya Hawwa Umar Aliyu, Jigawa State Federal 

Commissioner at Government House Little Rayfield, Jos
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THEY can divide families, 

split up relationships, and 

despite more than a 

quarter of Brits having 

them, tattoos are still 

divisive in this day and age. 

Not everyone likes them, 

even though they can be 

incredibly meaningful for 

those who have them.
For one couple, a tattoo 

might even destroy their 

relationship. One man 

wanted to commemorate 

becoming a father with a 

tattoo on his chest. "I 

wanted to avoid getting my 

nipple tattooed because I 

heard it was a pretty 

painful spot", he explained 

on Reddit. "The artist told 

me based on the design it 

wouldn't look right and 

would stand out if he didn't 

tattoo my nipple making 

the tattoo look very off. 

Since this was for my 

daughter I opted to go with 

his suggestion."
He had originally told his 

wife he wouldn't get his 

nipple tattooed, but then 

afterwards called her and 

told her that while it wasn't 

initially planned, the artist 

recommended it so he got 

it done. "This blew up into 

the biggest fight we ever 

had. She had never told me 

how adamant she hated a 

tattooed nipple. If she had I 

would not have done it. She 

had only agreed with my 

initial thoughts that I 

wanted to avoid the area."
The tattoo in question is 

a n  h o m a g e  t o  h i s  

daughte r ' s  b i r th .  I t  

involves his daughter's 

name and birthday with a 

red rose and a kitten 

cuddling her cat dad. His 

nipple is covered in black 

ink as background.
"She called me selfish and 

said I don't think of her or 

our family when I make 

decisions. That I acted like 

I was a bachelor without a 

family and I should have 

called her immediately 

when the plan was being 

changed so she could give 

her input. She then told me 

how she wasn't going to be 

attracted to me anymore 

because I'm uneven now 

and just how much she 

hates tattooed nipples."
S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e i r  

marriage has been "cold." 

W h i l e  b e f o r e  t h e i r  

relationship was "great and 

full of laughter", the man 

explained he wasn't sure if 

there was anything he 

could do. "I even felt 

awkward picking my baby 

up this morning because 

the tattoo is for her."
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Odd World

Redditers decided to add 

their two cents to the 

debacle and advise the 

m a n  a b o u t  t h e  

uncomfortable fami ly 

dynamic. One redditer 

questioned why it was so 

important to his wife that 

his nipple wasn't tattooed, 

explaining "I have never 

thought of my preference 

about tattooed nipples until 

this very moment." The 

man responded "she said 

s h e  f i n d s  i t  r e a l l y  

unattractive. I'm not sure if 

her OCD now sees me as 

" l o p s i d e d "  a n d  i t ' s  

bothering her but we've 

never had a fight like this. I 

think she's more p*ssed 

that I called her after the 

fact."
One person pointed out 

that they "think there's a 

bigger reason behind the 

outburst, most l ikely 

something else is bothering 

her or has been and she 

decided to let it all out over 

the tattoo." Likely, the fact 

that she had just given 

birth, another person 

observed, adding "new-

borns are a lot of work. I 

bet she's tired and needs a 

break."
Source: The Mirror

I couldn't sleep last night after trying 

to save my friend's marriage from 

evaporating without any  success. 

Though I will not disclose some vital 

information so as to protect what is 

left of the integrity of the family, I feel 

the pains this woman will go through  

if a miracle does not take place.
To make matters worse, the woman 

had lost  both parents,  she is jobless 

but only engage in petty trading, 

living in a rented house which is due 

and she was suppose to be operated 

this week but with no money at hand.
The husband after having three 

children together decided to add a 

second wife recently. He left their 

matrimonial home a couple of days 

ago and only gave the wife three 

hundred naira to feed the entire 

family, she told me. After my little 

discussion with him,  the option he is 

giving her is to either join his second 

wife in a rented house or go back to 

her parents' house,(both of them are 

dead)
As I kept encouraging her to remain 

strong facing this traumatizing 

predicament, I was heart full of tears 

wondering why should he abandon 

his three children together with his 

wife after all these wonderful years of 

togetherness.
After investigations on this 

particular matter, I discovered that  

they both got married in a church 

accompanied with beautiful promises 

which is now gone with the wind and 

today, their marriage is about to hit 

the rocks.
Please don't get me wrong as there 

is no marriage on earth which  has no 

problems including mine of course. 

Sometimes, problems make us 

wonder whether it was the right 

choice we made of each other but the 

next minute, we are dying in love for 

each other.
However,  what  beats my 

imagination is the excuse some 

people give to facilitate their 

marriage  breakups. On several 

occasions, you hear the men folks 

say, “my  wife is illiterate and I  

cannot cope, she does not dress to 

suit our contemporary times or she 

turns her back against me at night”. 

These are some of the pertinent 

excuses which men give to do away 

with their wives.
As my friend's wife  sat across my 

parlour, left in this condition,  I knew 

she  was already in deep trouble. My 

prayer however  is that she does not 

do anything stupid or hurt herself 

under any sort of imaginable 

pressure. On the contrary however, 

one is tempted to ask as to how do 

women who snatch husbands of 

others feel each time they succeed in 

separating these beautiful homes? 

Are they really concern about these 

innocent children who are always left  

at the receiving end due to this 

unpopular and cruel decision of 

theirs? 
Where is the place of the church in 

the middle of these family  problems 

if I may ask please? How can our 

women who fall victims of this 

unimaginable experience be taken 

care of by the church and or  our 

society in the first place?
Though I can never claim to be a 

saint,  I am really  torn apart that this 

particular woman is presently left in 

"hell' waiting for a redeemer to come 

her way. I have never experienced 

such a thing so close to me  in my life 

though; I also came out of a near 

broken home before God took over 

things.
I want to urge the church and 

anyone near any of such  women who 

are  going through such a horrible 

experience to provide a shoulder for 

them to lean on. We must do 

something on this issue to save many 

w o m e n  w h o  a r e  p r e s e n t l y   

traumatized as a result of this  

anomaly in our society.
Left for me, the church is not doing 

enough to protect vulnerable women 

on this matter, at this period. 
Please I must beg you all to  pray for 

this woman including many  others 

who have been abandoned by their 

husbands for no fault of theirs. I feel 

the pains more because of what I saw 

my mother went through after my 

father left us for fifteen years 

unattended to. At a point, my mother 

had to surrender her portion of food 

for us to eat and survive.
I had vowed not to have anything to 

do with my father not until my mother 

put her knees on the ground asking 

me to forgive her husband. 
Of course, I had long forgiven and 

forgotten about the bitterness I and 

by extension my other siblings went 

through  and my father is today 

enjoying my benevolence more than 

my mother to her complete delight. 

However,  wi th a l l  sense of  

responsibility,  women are really 

suffering in this country and some of 

us are left with no other option than to 

speak out against this unabated 

dehumanization meted them.
All that I can say this moment is to 

pray to God to  please restore broken 

homes and bring back all that the 

devil has stolen from our families in 

Jesus name.

'My new tattoo might 
destroy my marriage’

Why are marriages evaporating?
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INCE the end of military rule 
in 1999, Nigerians went to Sthe polls every four years to 

cast the ballot for their most 
preferred presidential candidates.

February 25, 2023 was the 
seventh election since the start of 
the fourth republic and 93 million 
people registered to vote ahead of 
the keenly contested elections. 18 
political parties fielded candidates 
but three aspirants stood out 
therefore it was tagged a three-leg 
horse race.

By and large, Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
of the All Progressive Congress APC 
was declared winner of the 
elections having secured the 
highest number of votes. He gained 
more votes than his rivals in three 
out of the six geopolitical zones. He 
won the south west, North west and 
North central. This gave him the 
spread to be the only candidate that 
gained 25% of votes in 29 states 
and at least one state in each of the 
regions except south east.

Bola Tinubu is taking over the 
leadership of the country at a time 
when more than ever Nigerians are 
divided across religious and ethnic 
lines, lack of trust between 
government and its populace, bold 
face insecurity manifested as 
banditry and kidnapping in the 
north west continue mabated, Boko 
haram / ISWAP activities in the 
north east, land grabbing by foreign 
invaders and farmers herders' 
clashes in the north central, and 
separatist agitation in the south 
east, yahoo-yahoo and cultism in 
the South West and agitation for 
improved development in oil rich 
South-South region of the country. 
In all  kidnapping for ransom is 
ga in ing tract ion seemingly 
unabated. Engraved corruption in 
all system of government and 
annoying dawdling economic 
growth.

Nigeria is in dire need of national 
integration, a concise plan for 
fighting insecurity head on before 
w e  l o s s  o u r  k i n s m e n  t o  
unscrupulous elements who do not 
value human l ives, family, 
brotherhood and a sense of shared 
prosperity.

A Swahili proverb says unity is 
strength, division is weakness. It 
matters to Nigerians that every 
tribe, religion and region is carried 
along in the affairs, leadership and 
programs of the country that 
concerns them, in other to have a 
sense of belonging so that they can 
co-exist without strife, contention, 
agitation, and suspicion. Little 
wonder Nigerians resisted Bola 
Tinubu's Muslim-Muslim ticket.

Hon. Yakubu Dogara then speaker 
of the house of representative five 
months ago said 'the Muslim Muslim 
ticket of the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) would polarize the 

country along religious and tribal 
lines.'

Ch ie f  Nduka Iya former 
Secretary General of Ohaneze 
Indigbo and former resident 
electoral commissioner of INEC in 
an interview with the Guardian 
newspaper in July 2022 posited 
that 'Nigerians are fighting and 
opposing the Muslim-Muslim ticket 
because of what has happened in 
the last seven years that Buhari 
has run the country. He has 
ensured that only one region and 
his religion dominate in every 
aspect of the country'.

Other reason for the rejection 
was a speculated Islamization of 
Nigeria which he has since denied.

Whether there is such agenda or 
not Bola Tinubu must not allow 
even the slightest of such 
speculation manifest in his 
administration at least for 
posterity's sake. Even though I 
fear just like Rev Yunusa Nmadu, 
CEO of CSW Nigeria and Current 
Genera l  Secretary of  the 
Evangelical Church Winning All 
(ECWA) who said “Tinubu has 
stated that he will not Islamise 
Nigeria. But is there any more 
effective means of doing so than 
through a continuous Muslim 
presidency?”

Tinubu knows he has a lot to 
prove to Nigerians hence his stand 
on the unity of the country in his 
inaugural speech. he said “as long 
as the world exist Nigeria will 
remain.”  Tinubu must take this 
decision further by ensuring that 
Christians occupy significant 
positions in the higher echelon of 
things in his administration.

Nigerians have since hailed the 
appointment of new service chiefs 
especially the appointment of Rear 
Admiral Ikechukwu Ogalla as the 
Chief of Naval Staff from the Igbo 
extraction. Without minimizing 
words, the Igbo extraction has 
been relegated to the back seat 
especially in the helm of affairs in 
the past administration of former 
President Mohammadu Buhari. 
Hence the separatist agitation for 
Biafra, which has led to the 
detention of Nnamdi Kanu. This 
has led to the enforcement of sit at 
home in all the south eastern state 
of Nigeria which has also 
hampered on economic activities 
in the state. International center 
for investigative report (icir) 
reports that over $12.215 billion 
or N5.375 trillion has been lost to 
sit at home since September 2021.

It will matter to Nigerians that 
Tinubu ends the back and forth in 
the court case still keeping Nnamdi 
Kanu in detention by chairing the 
discussion to address their 
grievances in other to address the 
insecur i ty  in  the  reg ion.  
Chukwuma Soludo, Governor of 

Anambra state said “I am making 
a passionate appeal to the Federal 
Government to release Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu unconditionally. If 
h e  c a n n o t  b e  r e l e a s e d  
unconditionally, I want him 
released to me and I will stand 
surety for him,” he said.

“We need Nnamdi Kanu in the 
roundtable conversation to 
discuss the insecurity in the 
South-east. We must end 
insecurity in the South-east and 
we need Nnamdi Kanu to be 
around.

To crown the issue of inclusivity, 
it will be of utmost importance to 
Nigerians that Tinubu's ministerial 
list cuts across every divide of the 
country. The excuse of if a section 
voted for him or not would 
determine if they get appointed 
should not be allowed to fly. 
Political patronage, tribalism and 
nepotism should be trashed 
completely. Nondiscrimination and 
Federal character principle should 
be the number one criterion for 
any appointment.

In an interview by punch 
newspaper with Dr Kabir Adamu, 
Managing Director of Beacon 
consulting limited he advised 
Tinubu on what to do differently to 
address insecurity he said “reduce 
the availability of the perpetrator 
to commit the act. In other words, 
it is human beings that they are 
going after to kidnap.

So let it be difficult for them to 
have access to those human 
beings by improving security 
deployment; take away security 
from all these VIPs they are 
protecting all over. Make sure 
security deployment is done 
adequately in concentric circles, 

along the roads and in rural areas, 
and make sure there is security 
deployment.”

In Nigeria, statistics show that, 
by the annual ranking in 2016, 
2017, and 2018, the Federal 
Capital Territory ( FCT), is reported 
to have the greatest police-to-
population ratios of 1:121, 1:90, 
and 1:181, respectively. In 
contrast however, Bauchi had the 
lowest police-to-citizen ratio in 
2016.

t hOn June 30  through a 
communique, Acting Inspector-
General of Police, Ag. IGP 
Olukayode Egbetokun took the 
right step in the right direction in 
other to bridge the inadequacy of 
the police by ordering the 
withdrawal of Police Mobile Force 
(PMF) personnel from Very 
Important Persons (VIPs) and 
establish a Special Intervention 
Squad.

He further stated that the Special 
Intervention Squad aims to 
enhance Nigeria's security 
framework and provide equal 
protection for all citizens. The 
team will swiftly respond to 
security challenges nationwide.

If this report is anything to go by, 
Nigerians will expect that state 
governors will take advantage of 
the presence of the intervention 
squad by mobilizing them to 
secure troubled communities and 
villages.

Even though the argument about 
who controls the police stands, 
Chris Akor, a columnist with 
business day in May 2022 
postulate that 'especially since the 
1979 and 1999 constitutions 
stripped state governors of the 
powers to appoint and expressly 

control commissioners of police, a 
n u a n c e d  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  
constitution and established 
practices since 1999 shows a 
different picture altogether. 
Governors are indeed the chief 
security officers of their states and 
they have the powers and the 
wherewithal to mobilize security 
agencies to provide all-round 
security in their states'.

This postulation can become 
real i ty i f  state governors 
judiciously make use of their 
monthly security votes in 
mobilizing, empowering the police 
and other security agencies and 
provide them with all the logistics 
and equipment needed to 
adequately protect the state.

Above all, an excerpt from 
Adebile, Oluwaseyi Paul's paper on 
'National Integration: A Panacea 
to Insecurity in Nigeria' states that  
“ t h e  i d eo l ogy  o f  s ha r ed  
responsibility in tackling insecurity 
needs to be expanded by 
preaching the creed of patriotism, 
tolerance, impartiality and 
honesty, as well as discouraging all 
vices capable of engendering 
terror and disruption in the society 
which should involve  all strata 
(Bourgeoisie, Middle class and 
P r o l e t a r i a n )  a n d  g r o u p s  
(Religious, Cultural, Unions, 
Clubs, Parties, etc.) of the 
society”.

The economy seems to be top 
priority for Tinubu hence the 
unexpected announcement of the 
removal of subsidy on his 
inauguration day. Subsidy was 
costing the government over 
N400bn monthly and its aim of 
helping poor Nigerians was merely 
on paper as bulk of the money was 
syphoned into private pockets. It 
was a shock without absorber 
hence the ripple reaction of 
hardsh ip  and pa ins  f rom 
Nigerians. Even though experts 
and international economic 
institutions have continued to doff 
their hats to Bola Tinubu for taking 
the step that hitherto eluded 
previous administration.

Some of the reactions from 
prominent Nigerians like Peter 
Obi, presidential candidate of the 
labour party reacted saying he 
would have adopted the “tooth 
pain” removal analogy to provide 
succor to Nigerians as prices of 
petroleum products rise.

Tinubu has set up a committee to 
look into various degree of 
measures that can cushion the 
effect of the removal which in few 
weeks' times we will get their 
recommendation. Moving forward 
it will matter most to Nigerians 
that Tinubu interacts with them on 
decisions that will impact on them 
so as to have their good will and 
support.

“Even though the argument about who controls the 
police stands, Chris Akor, a columnist with business 
day in May 2022 postulate that 'especially since the 
1979 and 1999 constitutions stripped state 
governors of the powers to appoint and expressly 
control commissioners of police, a nuanced reading 
of the constitution and established practices since 
1999 shows a different picture altogether. 
Governors are indeed the chief security officers of 
their states and they have the powers and the 
wherewithal to mobilize security agencies to 
provide all-round security in their states.”
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