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Senate passes Bill to reduce CBN Gov’s power

Criminal case against FIFA President dropped
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PLSG raises
eyebrows over

purported letters
by CSO

The Federal Government's anti-graft war spearheaded by the Economic and Financial Crime Commission 
[EFCC], is one battle that has continued to rage the past decades with so many twists and turns. As it is; 
even the czars in charge of prosecuting the war on corruption had realized that the job is full of challenges 
and a no mean Job with some of them slipping on the banana peels that sometimes turned the agency to 
that of the hunter being hunted.  SUNDAY MAGAZINE, Pages 10, 31
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E d i t o r i a l

RECENTLY, the Minister of Interior, Dr. Olubunmi 
Tunde-Ojo said that the ministry intends to 
clear over N500 million fines slammed on 
inmates at the Correction Centres by judges 
and magistrates in various custodial centres 
nationwide.

ACCORDING to the Minister, a committee was 
setup with the aim of reviewing the situation 
of correctional centres, vis-à-vis the inmates 
as they are, and discovered that over 4,000 
inmates are still in custody due to their 
inability to pay fines.

THE decision of the minister to decongest the 
correctional centres is quite commendable. 
We call for a review of the plan or alternative 
decongestion plans or policies are considered.

IT is on record that the federal government had 
released 7,813 inmates from the Nigeria 
Correctional Centres across the country during 
the outbreak of Covid-19 to curb the spread of 
the virus among the inmates. The convicts and 
awaiting trial were granted amnesty and 
released on the orders of former president 
Muhammadu Buhari as part of the prison 
decongestion pol icy of  the federal  
government.

SPECIFICALLY, the minister should request the 
president and various governors to exercise 
their prerogative of mercy by granting pardon 
to the 4,000 convicts on ground of 
impecuniosities to facilitate their immediate 
release from custody.

ACCORDINGLY, the minister may also wish to 
request the Chief Justice of Nigeria and Chief 
Judges of all the states and the Federal Capital 
Territory to visit the correctional centres and 
exercise their powers under the criminal 
Justice Release from custody Special provision 
act by ordering the release of the inmates 
whose detention is either manifestly unlawful 
or who have been in custody, whether on 
remand or otherwise, for periods longer than 
the maximum period of imprisonment which 
they could have served had they been 
convicted.

ACCORDINGLY, using the N500m on improving 
the welfare of inmates, improving the 
structures of the centres, educating or training 
the inmates is a better way of judiciously 
spending the money.

HOWEVER, it is pertinent to draw the attention of 
the minister to the plight of the scores of 
inmates who are languishing in all  
Correctional Centres as their case files were 
burnt during the #EndSARS protest. The 
immediate release of such inmates since the 
state can no longer prosecute them as their 
cases have been burnt.

CONSEQUENTLY the mechanisms for reducing 
prison congestion should be considered.  In 
order to reducing the number of offenders in 
prisons, shortening the time of offenders and 
increasing system capacity.

ALTERNATIVELY, inmates should, as part of 
punishment, be made to pay through 
community services instead of spending such 
amount of money to pay for their crimes.
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the bench.
The judiciary must be uniquely 

above board. Appointments 
should not be polluted by 
political, selfish and sectional 
interests. The place of merit, it 
must be urged, cannot be 
overemphasized

The Niger State-born jurist, 
who spent 43 years in the 
judiciary, noted that with his 
retirement, Justices on the 
bench of the apex court have 
reduced to 10, with two regions 
of the country not represented.
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According to Justice Datijo, 
the depleted number of 
Supreme Court Justices has 
remained so due to deliberate 
action.

The Chief Justice of Nigeria 
(CJN), Justice Olukayode 
Ariwoola on his part, however, 
assured that efforts are on top 
gear to elevate a number of 
Justices to the bench of the 
Court.

“With Justice Musa Dattijo 
leaving us today after the 
retirement of Hon. Justice 
Adamu Amina Augie a few 
weeks ago, we are now left with 
just 10 justices on the Supreme 
Court bench; being the lowest 
w e  h a v e  e v e r  h a d  i n  
contemporary history of the 
court.

However, I can confidently 
assure all the litigant public that 
efforts are in top gear to get on 
board a sizable number of 
justices to boost our rank and 
complement the tremendous 
effort we have been investing in 
the business of the court,” 
Ariwoola said.

 former Justice of the 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  AJustice Muhammad 

Datijo, has called for the 
reduction of the powers of 
the Chief Justice of Nigeria 
(CJN).…This, he said, would 
prevent abuse of office.

Justice Datijo made the call at 
his valedictory court session 
held to mark his retirement from 
the apex court bench, having 
a t t a i n e d  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  
retirement age of 70 years.

He linked the negative 
perception of the judiciary to the 
appointment of judicial officers, 
claiming that appointments 
have been polluted by political, 
selfish and section

He said, “As presently 
structured, the CJN is Chairman 
of the Nat ional Judic ia l  
Commission which oversees 
both the appointment and 
discipline of judges. He is 
equally the chair of the Federal 
Judicial Service Commission, 
the National Judicial Institute, 
and the Legal Practitioners 
Privileges Committee that 
appoints Senior Advocates of 
Nigeria.

“My considered opinion: the 
oversight functions of these 
bodies should not rest on an 
individual alone. A person with 
absolute powers, it is said, 
corrupts easily and absolutely.

As chair of the NJC, FJSC, NJI, 
and LPPC, appointments as 
council, board, and committed 
members are at his pleasure. He 
either confers with fellow 
justices nor seeks their counsel 
or input on any matter related to 
these bodies; he has both the 
final and the only say.

“The CJN has the power to 
appoint 80 per cent of members 
of the council and 60 per cent of 
members of FJSC. The same 
applies to NJI and LPPC.”

He said such enormous powers 
“are effortlessly abused”.

“This needs to change. 
Continued denial of the 
existence of this threatening 
anomaly weakens effective 
judicial oversight in the country. 
Appropriate steps could have 
been taken earlier to fill 
outstanding vacancies in the 
apex court.

“Why have these steps not 
been timeously taken? It is 
evident that the decision not to 
fill the vacancies in the court is 
deliberate. It is all about the 
absolute powers vested in the 
office of the CJN and the 
responsible exercise of the 
same,” he said.

He claimed that the judiciary 
he exited is far from the one he 
voluntarily joined and desired to 
serve and be identied with.

He said: “A couple of years 
ago, appointment to the bench 
was strictly on merit. Sound 
knowledge of the law, integrity, 
honou r  and  ha rd  wo rk  
distinguished those who were 
elevated. Lobbying was unheard 
of. I never lobbied, not at any 
stage of my career, to secure 
any appointment or elevation. 
As much as possible, the most 
qualified men and women were 
appointed. That can no longer 
be said about appointments to 

sustainability and economic 

growth.
Moreover, it is my pleasure as 

your Chief Tax Officer, a position 

I  h o l d  a l o n g s i d e  a s  

chairmanship of this initiative, 

to announce that we will be 

waiving the Value Added Tax on 

CNG purchases as well as 

seeking duty waivers for value-

chain.
The goal is to build a 

sustainable future, leveraging 

our own cheap and clean energy 

source; gas”, he said.
Adedeji emphasised that the 

delivery of the CNG project 

demonstrates President Bola 

Tinubu's commitment to both 

environmental sustainability 

and economic growth in 

Nigeria.
He implored Nigerians to 

consider the buses as a symbol 

of a new beginning, “a journey 

towards the future, where the 

power of tomorrow starts today.
“Let this be a beacon for our 

country, Nigeria, and an 

inspiration to the world.”
The goal is to build a 

sustainable future, leveraging 

our own cheap and clean energy 

source; gas”, he said.
He implored Nigerians to 

consider the buses as a symbol 

of a new beginning, “a journey 

towards the future, where the 

power of tomorrow starts today.
Let this be a beacon for our 

country, Nigeria, and an 

inspiration to the world
The Committee Chairman 

stressed that the buses running 

on CNG are not just a technical 

achievement, but a symbol of 

P r e s i d e n t  T i n u b u ' s  

administration's commitment 

to spearheading an energy 

revolution

HE Federal Government, on TFr iday,  launched the 

Compressed Natural Gas, CNG, 

Initiative with the handing over 

of two CNG-fuelled buses to the 

management of the State House
At the official launch of the 

initiative at Presidential Villa, 

Abuja,  Chairman of  the 

Presidential Compressed Natural 

Gas Initiative (P-CNGi), Mr. 

Zacch Adedeji, performed the 

handing over ceremony.
He disclosed that the launch 

also involved the opening of 

seven pilot conversion centres 

nationwide.
Adedeji, who is also the 

Chairman of the Federal Inland 

Revenue Service, FIRS, further 

stated that the government had 

waived the Value Added Tax, 

VAT, on CNG purchases as well 

as seeking duty waivers for 

value-chain.
Adedeji was represented by 

the Chief Executive Officer of the 

Midstream and Downstream 

Petroleum Regulatory Authority, 

NMDPRA, Mr Farouk Ahmed.
He said that plans were 

underway for the government to 

establish multiple conversion 

centres across the country in the 

next two weeks.
According to him, “I'm pleased 

to announce that there are 

currently seven conversion 

centres in Nigeria. And the 

government is actively working 

to establish more of them. These 

plans will be rolled out, starting 

this afternoon, by the initiative.
“This project is not only about 

conversion of vehicles but also 

about generating employment 

opportunities.
“It demonstrates President 

Bola Tinubu's commitment to 

b o t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

On FG to pay 500m for
release of inmates

CJN too powerful, judiciary stinks 
– Datijo

FG launches CNG buses 
initiative nationwide

Datijo



HAT stands out as 
N i g e r i a ' s  m a j o r  Wcharacteristic is our 

proclivity for long queues. Whether 
positively or negatively inclined, it 
is a dark spot for the country's 
development, and a need to 
ensure that we are worried for it.

Today, everywhere one turns to 
in Nigeria, such a one is sadly 
greeted with queues that have 
defied all known solution. If you 
want fuel, one must queue for 
hours to get it. Go to the pharmacy 
store or the hospital, if you are not 
ready to queue, you may return 
with nothing in your hand.

Nigerians in all states have had a 
raw deal concerning long fuel 
queues that have lasted for almost 
a year, while no one has suggested 
the reason for it. From refineries 
that have refused to work, to 
official theft and corruption; it does 
appear that nothing is needed to 
be done to stem the tide.

It is perhaps only in Nigeria that 
you must wake up at three am to 
go and queue for money. The 
queues increased as soon as the 
currency swap began. While it is 
understood that  the  new 
development is a good omen, 
whoever designed it must have 
expected Nigerians to suffer, 
otherwise, pray, why it is difficult to 
get the new naira notes despite 
assurances.

The way and manner it is being 
implemented, one would have 
thought that the government 
planned to make the people suffer. 
Everyone is feeling the pain in the 
land and it has affected almost all 
Nigerians who need money for 
their economic activities. But the 
politicians need it most to 
prosecute their campaigns.

It does appear that for some 
time, the Nigerian people will 
continue to be in pains, what with 
the fact that a lot of things are 
needed to fix the development. 
While the government wants to 
settle the excessive use of money 
in politics, there are people who 
are benefitting from the pains of 
lack of money. The banks with their 
various heads are reported to be in 
sync with the politicians that have 
tried to circumvent the new policy. 
Whether this is true of not, nothing 
can be far from it as the politicians, 
who often use money for 
campaigns are finding the waters 
so hot to handle without available 
cash in hand.

Queuing has become common 
place. Nigerians had thought the 
currency swap would be less 
problematic, even as our country 
men and women never thought it 
would get to the level that we have 
reached. The Central Bank of 
Nigeria is reported to have been 
prepared for it, yet I thought we 
should have seen the preparations 
come to place, but not in the 
sufferings that were meted on all of 
us.

The education the Central Bank 
of Nigeria needed to carry out did 
not go down to the grass roots; as 
such the people in my village are 
unaware of the development. They 
are detached from what would 
happen even if new swap policy is 

stopped. Many understand that the 
new policy is for the good of all, 
only a few Nigerians find it hard to 
reciprocate, and government says; 
the few are the ones antagonizing 
the policy.

No day passes without observing 
the preponderance of queues at 
banks in the local government 
headquarters. In the end, what 
came out from the experience was 
an eye opener, telling graphically 
the shape of things to come if the 
government did not get worried to 
nib it in the bud.

Characteristically of Nigerians, 
everything was left to chance; 
even government may have 
believed that the noise would be 
made for a time, and before long, it 
would subside and die naturally. 
That must have been the greatest 
mistake may have made, as the 
frustration of Nigerians soon 
became manifest; they lashed on 
that to become violent; dealing 
blows to people and institutions.

Many of us remember with 
nostalgia what happened during 
t h e  E n d  S A R S  p r o t e s t .  
Government and the security 
agencies took the menacing 
frustration of Nigerians for 
granted. By the time it got to the 
point of assuring Nigerians that 
something would be done, it was 
late for the protesters to return 
home. However, the deed had 
been done by then; today, when 
the losses are recounted, many 
would have wished it didn't take 
place.

No doubt, it was a lesson for all. 
While we are saying this may not 
be like the SARS protest, the need 
to be circumspect is worth 
considering by all. Reports have it 
that many financial institutions 
were set ablaze in the last two 
weeks on account of the difficulties 
Nigerians are going through.

To think that government would 
wait until the situation got out of 
hand is to underestimate the tone 
of the problem; and the fighting 
power of the people. Get this clear: 
No government prays for crisis on 
its head. As such, on February 17, 
2023, President Muhammadu 
Buhari addressed Nigerians on the 

situation and appealed that 
government was also worried about 
what Nigerians were going through.

And as many had thought, an 
address by the President came in to 
douse the frustration. Whether it 
did or not is left to be seen in the 
next 60 days. Just three or more 
days after the presidential address, 
only a few understand the reason 
behind the new naira policy swap.

The fact that it is still difficult to 
get cash means that we have more 
harsh days ahead of us. The banks 
and POS are dry but with many 
waiting on the queues for what are 
not available for them. In this 
situation, it is expected that the 
banks should be given sufficient 
cash to dispense to their customers.

If this is not made possible, more 
Nigerians, in their desperation will 
cut the neck of the next available 
customer. Much has been seen done 
in this regard, even as it is 
regrettable that Nigerians have 
used the situation to make profits at 
the expense of their countrymen. 
While they have made more money 
derived from their charges, they 
have no regard for what their 
customers are made to go through.  

It is true that several families do 
not have the new notes let alone the 
old. Feeding for many families has 
become a problem; business 
owners are lamenting the losses 
they have incurred in the last three 
weeks of going forth and back. The 
policy summersault, by all intents 
and purposes, should, according to 
the Central Bank of Nigeria meant 
to help fast track the economy that 
has been bastardized and it is 
hemorrhaging from all parts.

But of all known reason for the 
currency swap, the federal 
government is determined to stamp 
its feet on money politics in the 
2023 general elections. In this part, 
money plays a big role in ensuring 
that a candidate is delivered with a 
mandate by all means, using 
money that is at the disposal, or 
rather in the hands of politicians, 
who are desperate to win elections 
by all means.

In the course of the weeks in 
which most Nigerians experienced 
hardships beyond measure, much 

was expected from government, 
such that measures would have 
been taken to cushion the effects 
of the sufferings of Nigerians.

Gagdi and the new trajectory
On February 12, 2023, Rt Hon 

Yusuf Adamu Gagdi started a tour 
of some of the farthest parts of the 
Federal Wards of Kanam LGA.

Traversing through Dugub, 
Dogonruwa, Munbutbo, Garga, it 
was easy to make out what was 
ahead: Driving as if in a grandprix, 
that must be done to beat the 
heavy sand on the roads, but what 
lay ahead became a test of who 
was on the wheels.

But, Na Kankwana, an old hand 
in handling the wheels from 
Ungwan Gyero in Munbutbo, can 
give any driver a lesson on how to 
drive in the sand. He was part of 
the entourage, and knows every 
pothole from point of start to 
finish.

T h e  c a s u a l t i e s  b e c a m e  
pronounced: Some vehicles fell to 
function and were left to be 
attended to the next day, just as 
the fatigue that came through 
pushing some of them that got 
stuck in the sand took its toll on all.

At Munbotbo, Lugur and Tunga, 
Rt Hon Yusuf Adamu Gagdi would 
himself lead to push the vehicles 
stuck in the sand. Those who have 
stayed longer with him are quick to 
recall some of the days that he 
would challenge drivers who had 
problems and drive their vehicles 
to safety.

The moment night felt, the test 
became manifest from Ganjuwa, 
Birbyang, Tunga, Tukur, Yenla, 
Kantana, and Jom terminating at 
Jarmai. By the time the entourage 
arrived at the venues of meeting 
his constituents, the night was far 
spent.

At some point, and for a first-
timer, it would appear no soul 
would be met at the venues. It 
would surprise those that 
doubted; they kept vigil by singing 
and dancing until he arrived at the 
venue.

But it was not the test that 
should make the headline: It was 
the sheer patience of supporters 
patiently waiting in the sun for 

hours to receive their son. They 
knew he would turn up considering 
the terrain of their area.

They understand politics. Only 
the patient goes home happier. The 
orientation serves well to raise 
politically conscious actors that 
could be accommodated. That is 
the mold Rt Hon Yusuf Adamu 
Gagdi is made of. And suave as 
ever, he is the man to beat.

Only recently, Rt Hon Yusuf 
Adamu Gagdi just concluded a 
four-day tour of 36 Federal Wards 
that make up his constituency.

There are a few takeaways from 
the tour. The lessons are 
instructive, as they send signals of 
hope and commitment to political 
office seekers in the land.

To have involved a large number 
of constituents does not show that 
one is wealthy nor has the 
wherewithal to throw around. It 
shows that there is enough room 
for others to also participate in the 
process  o f  e lec t ing  the i r  
representative.

Visiting constituents constantly 
shows that they are valued. When 
one doesn't, it as an indication that 
they do not matter to them; but 
only during elections that they 
become relevant. They are 
witnesses to such treatment by 
different politicians in the past.

Such politicians come and go, 
w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
constituents. They are treated with 
levity, to the extent that, there is no 
genuine commitment to the people 
they seek to represent.

Consider this: Rt Hon Yusuf 
Adamu Gagdi, has, since 2019 
been in a different class. He has 
shown that he makes things 
happen as the people mean a lot to 
him on the journey.

He has visited the 36 Federal 
Wards about 8 to 10 times 
minimum. It is no doubt a 
commitment to service, and of his 
responsibility to them.

Gagdi has continued to Do Good, 
and that is why they say, he who 
does well always sees good from 
the people. This truism is replicated 
in the life of Rt Hon Yusuf Adamu 
Gagdi.

There is genuineness in the 
struggle by Gagdi. Those that are 
involved have been bitten by the 
same bug.

Perhaps, for good measure, his 
outings are a delight. Gagdi has 
never been a long ranger; he 
travels with his arsenals fully 
prepared to support other 
candidates.

In all the ward headquarters, he 
would appreciate and tell the crowd 
why supporting Tinubu/Shettima, 
Nentawe, Diket, and Assembly 
members should be a priority.

What better sacrifice could there 
be by Gagdi than to get everyone 
involved in the struggle? Those 
who cherish the struggles Gagdi 
has been engaged in know that it is 
good he has down so much good to 
reap there from.

This can only be so, knowing that 
Gagdi has always trusted in God!
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Nigeria and the long queues

“Queuing has become common place. 
Nigerians had thought the currency swap 
would be less problematic, even as our 
country men and women never thought it 
would get to the level that we have reached. 
The Central Bank of Nigeria is reported to 
have been prepared for it, yet I thought we 
should have seen the preparations come to 
place, but not in the sufferings that were 
meted on all of us.”
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Hon. Josephine Piyo, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo, NUJ executive members and 
Government officials in a group photograph

NUJ Chairman, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo delivering her courtesy message to the 
listening of the representative of Governor Mutfwang and other  Staff

Cross section of the NUJ state executive council during the visit

Representative of Governor Mutfwang ( left ) responding

 Cross section of journalists covering the visit by the first female Chairman 
and team

Cross section of State Government functionaries to receive the NUJ

Hon. Josephine Piyo ( middle ) praying for the first female chairman of NUJ, 
Ayuku Pwaspo and team during the visit

Deputy Governor, Hon. Josephine Piyo in a handshake with the NUJ 
Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo
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Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang yesterday received the first female Chairman of the Nigeria Union of Journalists Plateau State 
Council, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo and her executive council, they were received by the the Deputy  Governor, Hon. Josephine Piyo in her office, Government 

House Rayfield, Jos

  MUTFWANG RECEIVES FIRST FEMALE  NUJ CHAIR AND EXCO
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I N  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  
partnership between the Plateau 
State Government and School of 
Engineering, Liberty University, 
Lynchburg, West Virginia, United 
S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  1 0  
outstanding students of Plateau 
State would be shortlisted for 
enrolment in 5 Masters and 5 
PhD programmes at the School 
o f  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  L i b e r t y  
University, Lynchburg, West 
Virginia, United States.

This was contained in a press 
r e l e a s e  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  
Commissioner, Ministry of 
Higher Education, Plateau 
State, Hon. Dr. Kachollom Pyam 
Gang and made available to 
SUNDAY STANDARD in Jos 
recently. 

 The statement added that 
Plateau state is hereby notifying 
the general public that all 
Engineering students who are 
indigenes of Plateau State and 
graduated with a First Class or 
Second Class Upper from any 
university and desirous to further 
his/her studies in the same field 
to kindly contact the Ministry of 
Higher Education in Plateau 
State for further information. Mutfwang

By HOSEA NYAMLONG 

PLSGl partners American varsity 
to train Engineering students

The general public are to 
note that the opportunity runs 
from Tuesday 24,October, 
through Tuesday 31st October 
2023.

 However, the Ministry could 

Man of God declares 
peace on Plateau The 
Genera l  Evange l i s t ,  
Christ Apostolic Church, 
CAC, Nigeria, Worldwide, 
Prophet  Evangel i s t ,  
Hezekiah Oladeji has 
invoked the power of God 
over evil forces against 
Plateau State.

O lade j i  made  the  
declaration when he paid 
a courtesy cal l  on 
G o v e r n o r  C a l e b  
Mutfwang at the Old 
Government House,  
recently said a team of 65 
men of God have been in 
the state and Bokkos in 
particular, where the 
church is said to have a 
strong base and being 
one of the places that 
have suffered attacks, to 
pray for the will of God to 
prevail on the security 
situation in the state.

He urged the people of 
Plateau State to fear not 
and return to God, noting 
that God himself will take 
mighty steps to end the 
evil being waged against 
the state.

While sympathizing 
with the government and 
people of Plateau State 
over  the incessant  
attacks by the Fulani 
militia and terrorist 
groups, the General 
Overseer prayed for the 
will of God to prevail over 
the forces against the 
state. He assured that 
after his visit and prayers, 
the state will witness 
peace.

According to him, they 
were aware of the efforts 
t h e  s t a t e  w a s  

Man of God declares 
peace on Plateau

The new President of 
World Federation of 
Engineers Orgnization, 
( W F E O ) ,  E n g i n e e r  
Mus t apha  Ba l a rabe  
Shehu, says the solutions 
to challenges of climate 
change rest on engineers.
The  N ige r i an -bo rn  

Engineer Shehu spoke to 
the assembly of World 
Federation of Engineers 
Organization's (WFEO) 
Annual General Meeting 
( AGM)  r e c en t l y  a s  
engineers all over the 
world had converged in 
Prague, Czech Republic to 
honour the first African 
and the 17th President of 
WFEO.
S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  

challenges faced as a 
result of climate change, 
such as flood, and that of 
conflicts resulting in the 
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
infrastructure and the 
displacement of people, 
Engr Shehu said, "the 
solutions rest on the 
engineers."
“As engineers, we will 

always be ready to deploy 

our knowledge and 
expertise to rebuild these 
d a m a g e s  o r  
infrastructure.”
Engineer Shehu who 

was the 28th President of 
the Nigerian Society of 
Engineers NSE., further 
added, "To handle these 
challenges, there is need 
to be equipped with the 
right knowledge."
The former President of 

the African Federation of 
E n g i n e e r i n g  
Organizations (AFEO) 
between 2015-2016, 
stressed that as part of 
his agenda during his two 
years stewardship, he will 
ensure that engineers get 
e q u i p p e d  t h r o u g h  
training in order to have 
adequate knowledge to 
be  ab le  to  hand le  
challenges
The new world leader 

also disclosed that his 

administration will look 

into the issue of having a 

comprehensive data of 

engineers, specifying the 

Climate challenges : Solutions 
rest on engineers - WFEO

Mustapha

.
Oladeji 

be contacted through the 
following Phone numbers - 
P e r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r y :  
08036495955. and Director, 
Planning, Research & Statistics: 
08035585334

total strength of the male 

and female engineers and 

their expertise.
A delegate at the 

colourful event, the 

Executive Director, Alim 

and Associates Ltd., Engr. 

Muhyideen Alim Yusuf 

FNSE, described Engr. 

Mustapha as a man of 

repute. He expressed  

confidence that the 

wealth of experience of 

the new President of 

WFE0 would help in 

bringing growth and 

development to the 

society.
Engr. Mustapha, an 

active participant in the 

affairs of WFEO, was 

accompanied by family 

and friends and had the 

support of Nigerian 

engineers both at home 

and in the diaspora.
Delegates to the historic 

event were in high spirits 

as they looked forward to 

a successful and a fruitful 

two years stewardship.
The World Federation of 

E n g i n e e r i n g  

Organizations (WFEO) is 

t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

organization for the 

engineering profession. 

Founded in 1968, under 

the auspices of UNESCO, 

WFEO brings together 

national engineering 

institutions from some 

1 0 0  n a t i o n s  a n d  

represents more than 30 

million engineers.

contributing to the growth 
of the church on the 
Plateau and it was one of 
the states they recognized 
as very important in the 
country.

The man of God added 
that the power of darkness 
shall not overturn the 
government.

G o v e r n o r  C a l e b  
Mutfwang while speaking 

through his Deputy, Mrs 
J o s e p h i n e  P i y o ,  
commended the General 
Overseer for taking the 
burden of Plateau in his 
heart by coming to pray for 
the land.

Governor  Mut fwang 
expressed the hope that 
the visit will bring to an end 
the calamity that has 
befallen the state.

The Federal Government, 
on Friday, launched the 
Compressed Natural Gas, 
CNG, Initiative with the 
handing over of two CNG-
fuelled buses to the 
management of the State 
House

At the official launch of 
the initiative at Presidential 
Villa, Abuja, Chairman of 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  
Compressed Natural Gas 
Initiative (P-CNGi), Mr. 
Zacch Adedeji, performed 
t h e  h a n d i n g  o v e r  
ceremony.

He disclosed that the 
launch also involved the 
opening of seven pilot 
c o n v e r s i o n  c e n t r e s  
nationwide.

Adedeji, who is also the 
Chairman of the Federal 
Inland Revenue Service, 
FIRS, further stated that 
the government had 
waived the Value Added 
Ta x ,  V AT,  o n  C N G  
purchases as well as 
seeking duty waivers for 
value-chain.

Adedeji was represented 
by the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Midstream 

and Downstream Petroleum 
Regu la tory  Author i ty,  
NMDPRA, Mr Farouk Ahmed.

Moreover, it is my pleasure 
as your Chief Tax Officer, a 
position I hold alongside as 
cha i rmansh ip  o f  th i s  
initiative, to announce that 
we will be waiving the Value 
A d d e d  Ta x  o n  C N G  
purchases as well as seeking 
duty waivers for value-
chain.

The goal is to build a 
s u s t a i n a b l e  f u t u r e ,  
leveraging our own cheap 
and clean energy source; 
gas”, he said.

Adedeji emphasised that 
the delivery of the CNG 
pro jec t  demons t ra tes  
President Bola Tinubu's 
commi tmen t  t o  bo th  
environmental sustainability 
and economic growth in 
Nigeria.

He implored Nigerians to 
consider the buses as a 
symbol of a new beginning, 
“a journey towards the 
future, where the power of 
tomorrow starts today.

Adedeji emphasised that 

the delivery of the CNG 

pro jec t  demons t ra tes  

President Bola Tinubu's 

c ommi tmen t  t o  bo t h  

environmental sustainability 

and economic growth in 

Nigeria.

He implored Nigerians to 

consider the buses as a 

symbol of a new beginning, 

“a journey towards the 

future, where the power of 

tomorrow starts today.

Let this be a beacon for our 

country, Nigeria, and an 

inspiration to the world

The Committee Chairman 

stressed that the buses 

running on CNG are not just 

a technical achievement, but 

a symbol of President 

Tinubu's administration's 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

spearheading an energy 

revolution

According to him, “I'm 

pleased to announce that 

there are currently seven 

convers ion centres in 

Nigeria. And the government 

is actively working to 

establish more of them. 

These plans will be rolled 

out, starting this afternoon, 

by the initiative.

FG launches CNG buses initiative nationwide

CHANGE OF NAME

I formerly known as 
ADAMU SAIDU, now wish 
t o  b e  k n o w n  a n d  
addressed as BAYA 
SAIDU ADAMU .  A l l  
former documents remain 
val id.  Al l  concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I formerly known as 
NANNA MARTINS, now 
wish to be known and 
addressed as NANNA 
SHEDUL. Al l  former 
documents remain valid. 
All concerned authorities 
and the general public to 
please take note.

ADAMU

I formerly known as 
MANMAK JOY ELIYA, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as ILIYA 
MANMAK NIMVEN. All 
former documents remain 
val id.  Al l  concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

SHEDUL NIMVEN





H E R E  w a s  c o m p l e t e  

pandemonium, last Friday, in the Tancient town of Otukpo, the 

South District of Benue State town, 

nick-named “Texas” by residents. That 

day, daredevil armed men in a 

commando fashion stormed five 

commercial banks in the town in a 

manner never seen before by residents 

of the town.
The armed men who were said to have 

assailed the town on motorbikes, had 

earlier attacked Otukpo Police Station 

where they disarmed the personnel on 

duty and carted away arms and the two 

operational vehicles at the station.
After effectively taking charge of the 

police station, the invaders who could 

be well over 20, moved to the 

commercial banks which are all located 

within the heart of the town and a 

stone's throw from each other.
With the use of explosives and 

sophisticated weapons, all security 

barriers in the banks were ripped apart, 

allowing the armed men easy access to 

the banks and their vaults. Huge sums 

of money were reportedly carted away 

by the marauders who also seized a car 

from one of the banks.
The bloody attack also claimed the 

lives of some police personnel and bank 

customers who were trapped in the 

bank premises when the armed men 

struck. Among those who lost their lives 

in the bloody attack were Otukpo 

Divisional Police Officer, DPO, who was 

an indigene of the area, Superintendent 

John Adikwu and three other police 

personnel including a female police 

officer, Emmanuella Ankyov.
Also on the list of those who were 

felled by the bullets of the armed men 

were the Peoples Democratic Party, 

PDP, Township Ward 1 Chairman, Mr. 

George Uloko, a staff of UBA, 

Emmanuel Uche who recently joined 

the bank after having completed his 

Y o u t h  S e r v i c e .

After accomplishing their task, the 

armed men drove confidently through 

the town, heading towards the Otukpo-

Aliade road with their loot.
However, police sources in Otukpo 

said the attack was not a surprise based 

on the prevailing security situation in 

the town before it happened. According 

to sources, the real cause of the attack 

was the lingering power play between 

the police in Otukpo and the Benue 

State government. “Members of the 

vigilante group in Otukpo are mainly 

made up of retired police personnel and 

retired but active criminals. They have 

been against each other, drawing bad 

blood in a supremacy battle.
There's no synergy between the 

vigilante men and the police. While the 

vigilante men don't consult the police, 

the police do not seek the input of the 

vigilante men in any way.
To worsen the matter, the police force 

in the state is banking on support from 

the state government. It has become 

the normal practice for the police to rely 

on state governors for operations in the 

state. This is because of the poor 

funding they face.
Security usually breaks down in any 

state where the government doesn't 

fully back the police. Police sources in 

Benue say the new government has not 

invested in them.
It was, however, gathered that the 

gang had not gone far when the military 

and other security agencies gave them 

a hot chase and intercepted them 

before neighbouring Taraku in Gwer 

Local Government Area, LGA, where an 

exchange of gunfire ensued.
The security person successfully 

neutralized two members of the gang 

and recovered one of the snatched 

vehicles while other members of the 

gang escaped into the forests.
The State Police Command in a 

statement confirming how the armed 

men went berserk in Otukpo stated that 

“On October 20, 2023, at about 4:15 

pm, armed robbers invaded Access 

bank, First bank, Zenith Bank, UBA and 

Stanbic Bank in Otukpo simultaneously.
The Divisional Police Officer in charge 

of Otukpo, CSP. John Adikwu and other 

Police teams in the area engaged them 

in a gun duel but were unable to prevent 

the attack on the banks.
More Police teams, in collaboration 

with other security agents, were 

deployed to Otukpo to assist in 

stabilizing the area and prevent these 

robbers from escaping.
“The robbers who were intercepted 

along Otukpo-Taraku road engaged 

officers in a gun duel and two of the 

robbers died in the process. Other gang 

members abandoned their vehicles and 

escaped into the forest area and are 

being chased by the police.
The DPO who sustained a gunshot 

injury on his stomach and three other 

police officers have been confirmed 

dead at the hospital. Other persons who 

sustained injuries in the bank have 

been moved to hospital for treatment. 

Investigation is ongoing at the moment. 

The command also promised that the 

f leeing armed men would be 

apprehended and brought to justice.”
While residents of the town are still in 

shock and are yet to come to terms with 

how the bandits sneaked into the town 

and audaciously operated and pulled 

out seamlessly, not a few have gone 

into fervent prayers to have them 

arrested.
One of the witnesses, identified as Ene 

who said she owned a shop close to 

Zenith Bank and saw how it happened, 

said that about 3:30pm “we suddenly 

started hearing sounds of gunfire and 

explosion.
“People started running in different 

directions. Nobody knew what was 

happening. It was like what we used to 

see in the movies. Young men 

numbering about 20, carrying guns 

marched into the bank and started 

shooting, ransacking the bank.
At this time, everyone started wailing 

and running. Even a customer who 

came to buy some goods in my shop 

that afternoon had his car badly 

damaged by the explosives. He ran and 

left his car in front of my shop.
“From that bank, they moved to 

another until they visited the five 

banks. The operation lasted about an 

hour. The people of Otukpo town were 

held hostage for an hour. There was no 

police or vigilante to come to their 

rescue.
We did not know that before the attack 

on the banks, the gang had already 

demobilized the police. They earlier 

attacked Otukpo Police Station, 

disarmed them and locked up the gate 

of the station.
“Not knowing what happened, we 

thought that the police ran and locked 

their gate. We did not know that they 

were the first to be attacked by the 

criminals.
In the course of robbing the banks, 

they killed innocent people who were 

out trying to eke a living in this difficult 

time, leaving several families in 

mourning.
After successfully robbing the bank, 

we even learned that they threw some 

of the loot into the street as

they confidently drove past and headed 

towards Taraku-Aliade Road.
“But shortly after, we learned that 

some military personnel and the police 

had gone after them and two of the 

robbers were gunned down while others 

escaped into the forests. Our prayer is 

for every one of them to be arrested and 

punished accordingly.”
Traditional ruler of Oturkpo reacts
The traditional ruler of Otukpo, Och 

Otukpo Odu, HRH John Eimonye who 

was also saddened by the attack on his 

domain, described the incident as 

highly condemnable and evil.
The royal father assured that security 

personnel are on the trail of the 

criminals, so they will certainly not 

escape.
He appealed to his subjects to be 

vigilant and security conscious and 

always report strange movements in 

t h e i r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  l aw  

enforcement agencies.
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y sister told me this story that made 
me livid. She told me about this Mwoman who has eight children and is 

being abused by her husband. She told me 
that the church tried to intervene by reporting 
the case to the human rights radio. However, 
the pastor told the woman not to mention that 
he was the one who took the case to them.  

When the woman sat down with the people 
from the human rights radio to tell her story, 
she asked them if she was still expected to go 
back to her husband’s house after their 
intervention. Needless to say that the 
intervention did not take place. 

This is 2023 and a man still beats his wife. He 
does not only beat her. He bites her as well. 
When my sister went to her house to see her, 
she did not only see the bite marks. She also 
saw one of her daughters who had a wound on 
her forehead.The child had tried to stop her 
father from beating her mother and the father 
hit her on the head with a tool that left a wound 
on her forehead. 

I asked my sister if she was trying to help the 
woman and my sister hissed. She told me that 
when the woman had child number eight, she 
told her how she could empower herself 
economically and leave the marriage with the 
children. However, the woman took in again. 
Having a child and leaving a  marriage do not 
go hand in hand. My sister tells me that the 
family is extremely poor and as early as 
9:00am the husband would be drunk. She said 
that the man is extremely violent and would 
hurt anyone who got in the way. He beat her 
while she was carrying the baby on her back! 

This story made me sad and angry at the 
same for many reasons. Please who goes and 
gives birth to eight children in this day and 
age? We have been struggling economically in 
this country for close to twenty years now. 
How can one be poor and have eight children in 
an abusive marriage and then go on to have a 
ninth child just when someone wanted to help 
her escape abuse? 

How does a husband beat his wife? How does 
a man beat a woman not to mention one that 
has given him nine children? How does a man 
beat and bite his wife? How does that happen 
when she is carrying a baby. How does he hurt 
his child in the process of beating his wife? 
How do we mind our business? 

My question is this: Where are the men in the 
community when a woman is getting beaten 
by her husband? Why do they go silent? Is this 
a form of conspiracy? I remember one day 
when my neighbour was beating his wife. Her 
sister kept on screaminng that he was trying to 
kill her sister and that she would not let him do 
that. I was alarmed. In the entire 
neigbourhood, I did not see anyone come out 
of their houses and go to that house to stop the 
husband. Not even my husband. I asked him if  
we could call security. He told me that it was 
not our business. I told him that since I could 
hear her cries, it had become my business. 
After much pestering, he called the police and 
the estate security who came promptly on a 
bike. 

The case was reported to the police and 
when investigations commenced, the police 
came to ask us some questions in the house 
and my husband told them that we were not 
aware of what happened. I wondered why. If 
abusers went to jail, it would discourage 
others from abuse. I wanted to talk to the 
police, but I was stopped. 

I have come to a conclusion that I would like 
to share with our ministries of women affairs. 
That is, that women cannot stop abuse. We 
need men to be involved in this fight and take 
the lead for many reasons. Imagine a man who 
has daughters. Imagine how protective he can 
be towards his daughters. I believe that if we 
start a movement against abuse and we 
involve these fathers in the push against wife 
battery, we will make a lot of progress. 

The case of the doctor who raped his niece is 
still fresh on our minds. He has been 
sentenced to life in jail. This is a move in the 
right direction. A deterrent .However, a lot still 
needs to be done to protect women and girls in 
the society. 

I personally believe that before we put an 
end to abuse or reduce it to its barest 
minimum, abuse must become our collective 
business. It must become a source of worry to 
every man in every community. I go back to 
the day that my neighbour was getting a beat 
down by her husband. I imagine that if all the 
men on that street had come out to confront 
the husband, he would have promptly 
desisted. However, they did not. This was in 
the night on a weekday and most of the men 
on that street were home. How is it not their 
business? If it was their sister or their 

the community? They can meet each month 
and make it clear to each other that violence 
against women will not be tolarated. They can 
also encourage the women in the community 
to report abuse to them. If any woman is 
getting beaten, it becomes their responsibility 
to break the door and go into the house to save 
the woman who is being abused, and then also 
take the man to the police station. 

It is important for men to see abuse as their 
business and their responsibility.  It is said 
that evil strives when good men say keep 
quite.I have a different definition. A man is he 
who protects. A good man is he who goes out 
of his way to protect. A man also has the 
responsibility of  defending his fellow brother 
from being beaten by any woman. Men who 
are abused are not less masculine. Any man 
who sees another beating a woman and minds 
his business cannot be a man. A man is a 
protector. 

An abuser has a certain type of mentality 
towards the woman he is abusing, that will 
require the intervention of other men. Let us 
look at the mindset of an abuser or wife 
batterer to understand that unless men get 
involved in ending domestic violence against 
women, it is only going to get worse. 

https://murumajob.business.blog/2023/05
/27/the-traits-and-mindset-of-a-wife-beater-
the-psychological-profile-of-the-abuser/ 

The following are the traits of a wife beater: 
Rude and verbally abusive during courtship; 

A guy who is verbally abusive and rude during 
the process of courtship is likely to carry on 
with this behaviour into the marriage, further 
escalating into violence. 

Background of violence; One study 
established that 80% to 85% of men who end 
up physically assaulting their spouses 
witnessed their dad abusing their mother early 
in their lives. 

Low self-esteem; their upbringing 
immensely contributed to their emotional 
development. That’s the reason why the 
profile of a wife beater revolves around self-
esteem. 

Poor interpersonal skills play a big role in the 
abuser’s regard for social relations. An abuser 
is likely to misinterpret his spouse’s social 
interactions as love affairs. This is likely to 
send the wrong signals to his premeditated 
mind and violence will follow suit. 

A man who comes from a culture that 
regards women as sexual objects is likely 
going to physically abuse the spouse when he 
fails to have his way sexually with her. 

One who abuses alcohol or drugs lacks 
emotional balance and is likely to lose his 
temper when under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs and turn violent. 

Feeling inadequate is another defining factor 
in the mind of an abuser which makes him turn 
violent the moment his wife threatens to leave 
him. 

History of abuse in childhood is likely to make 
a man grow into adulthood nurturing those 
painful feelings into anger that will be 
misguided into reading negative messages or 
signals in the innocent behaviour of his 
partner. These imaginary faults will lead to 
violence. 

Mood swings are one of the traits of a wife-
beater which says a lot about a violent nature. 
It is highly unlikely for a man who experiences 
a sudden change of mood to end up friendly. 
Almost always, the mood ends in anger which 
is a good enough reason for an abuser to beat 
his wife. 

Adoration of violence is a common trait in 
many males, especially those who regard 
violence as an appropriate method of settling 
scores. This is the kind of man who will only 
see the option of violence as the best one to 
employ in “punishing” his wife in the event of a 
minor altercation. 

The history of domestic violence in an 
individual is a character that one can not easily 
live down. A man who abused his former wife 
or partner can not be trusted to keep off his 
habit for long. Sooner or later, he will abuse his 
next victim; his next partner or wife in this 
case. 

Marriage for financial gain is a trait among 
some individuals who are not driven by love 
but by a desire for amassing gain. This only 
keeps them happy and sated as long as the 
bread and butter continue flowing. The 
moment their expectations are shattered, 
they turn to the object of their “love” and 
abuse them. This is the kind of man who first 
thinks of himself while others come after. With 
this kind of behaviour, the abuser abuses 
without reflection. 

Ungodliness may be criticised and frowned 
upon, but it can never be condemned in our 
modern world where freedom of worship is 
safeguarded. Even those with no deity as their 
object of worship, are respected for having 
chosen their spiritual position. However, when 
a woman has an ungodly man, one who 
despises the word of God for a husband, most 
traditional values are likely to be stepped on. 
In a situation where such a man has nothing to 
check him, he’s likely to turn violent on a 

whim. 
Mental issues in a partner or a husband, is a 

matter of life and death to the spouse. No, any 
other red signal needs to be raised. The fact 
that the husband or partner is mentally 
unstable, is enough to terminate the marriage 
or a relationship. Here is where your life and 
concerns take precedence over the sacred 
tenets of the marriage vows. Even the law will 
be on your side on this one. 

In conclusion, all you ladies out there, be on 
the lookout for your potential abusers. 
Consider the value of your lives and use your 
heads; no time to be swayed by the heat of the 
moment and lose your head. What you may be 
misled to interpret as true love in your partner, 
may in a real sense be your death sentence. 
When in the movies, look out for that 
unmistakable love for either horror movies, or 
violent confrontations. I have not said that 
that guy who watches horror movies and 
violence is the culprit. No, I mean that 
individual who laughs with glee when someone 
is mauled or killed on the screen. He never 
looks disturbed even when you are hurt. That 
is your guy; avoid him like the plague. 

Men with these type of behaviours cannot be 
managed or stoped by women. It will require a 
community domestic violence prevention unit 
to empower men within a community to 
protect women by standing up to and stopping 
these types of men from abusing their wives. 

It would propose a domestic protection unit 
in every community. This unit would not only 
be instituted by social welfare but be linked to 
the ministry of women affairs. The job is to be 
watch dogs against domestic violence in their 
community. They also have a hot line and step 
in for the police before they arrive at the scent 
of the abuse. 

For men who have daughters, sisters and 
cousins, the issue of abuse should be 
important to you because many women die in 
silence in their marriages due to   the lack of 
effective structures in their immediate 
community to protect them. When they go to 
the police, they are told that the issue of abuse 
is domestic. In essence, they are sent back to 
the monsters at home. When they go home to 
their families, few are received and protected. 
Some families are so concerned with their 
reputation than they are with their children. 
Some families turn their daughters away 
because they say that they do not believe in 
divorce. 

It is also very important for men to empower 
their daughters with skills and resources. If a 
woman can fend for herself and contributes 
her own quota in a marriage, she is in a good 
position to leave an abusive spouse. Some 
women cannot leave their abessive spouses 
because they have no resources of their own 
and no skills to sell. The idea that a woman 
should depend completely on her husband is 
weak thinking. In practical terms, how can a 
man be the only one fending for his family with 
no contribution from his wife? Sometimes, 
men become very burdened and frustrated 
and if a man has an abusive tendency, this 
very easily starts to rear its head. He starts to 
believe that the ornamental wife is actually his 
property. 

In conclusion, men of good  conscience 
should make it their business to fish out all 
abusive men in their community and be 
actively involved in their persecution. Knowing 
that there are domestic violence prevention 
units in every community and that these work 
with the police and the social welfare office, is 
a deterrent to all abusers. It will also be a 
practical tools for protecting women in every 
community. These should be considered 
community development services 

daughter. It would be their business. 
Women have tried and continue to try. We 

have raised our voices against abuse for quite 
a while now and we are getting heard. 
However, there is a strong challenge. There 
are men who are die hard abusers and I 
believe it will take the entire community to 
stop them. Women can talk and sue but most 
women who are being abused cannot be saved 
because the man would often attack those 
who try to do.  Abroad, shelters are bult to 
protect these women and somehow some of 
them still end up getting killed by their abusive 
spouses who would stalk them if they ever left 
the shelters. 

If we intend to reduce and eventually erase 
abuse in out communities, we must start 
thinking communally. Where are the men in 
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ELCOME back to 

today's edition of Wt h e  C ove n a n t  

Word print messages.  We left 

off sharing some very 

precious thoughts from the 

word of God that gives the 

child of God confidence 

concerning God's enduring 

presence,  act iv i ty and 

participation in all the affairs 

of our lives. 
We read Isaiah 41:10-14 

where the Spirit of God told us 

clearly, fear thou not for I am 

with you. Be not dismayed; 

[do not lose all hope, courage 

or confidence concerning the 

future], for I am your God. I 

will strengthen you, yes I will 

help you; yes I will uphold you 

with the right hand of my 

righteousness. 
Behold, all they that were 

incensed or angry or enraged 

against you shall be ashamed 

and confounded. They shall 

be as nothing. They that strive 

with you shall perish. You will 

seek them and you will not 

find them, even them that 

contended with you. 
They that war against you 

will be as nothing; and they 

shall be as a thing of nought. 

For I the Lord your God will 

hold your right hand saying 

unto you, fear not I will help 

you.  Fear not thou worm 

Jacob, and ye men of Israel. I 

will help you saith the Lord, 

and thy redeemer, the Holy 

One of Israel. 
So here is one of those 

places in the word of God 

where we see a definite 

commandment not to fear. 

Now we cannot in the scope of 

th is  wr i te-up read a l l  

scriptures that are relevant to 

this topic, but it will serve you 

well to go through the bible, 

from the old testament to the 

new testament and see the 

places where the Spirit of God 

instructs us not to be afraid. 
Fear not is a commandment; 

it is not a suggestion, because 

of how important it is for you 

to shut off the activity of the 

Spirit of fear in your life. 

Remember, Satan can do 

nothing in your life outside of 

the operation of the spirit of 

fear. 
Isaiah 8:11 & 12 which says 

For the LORD spake thus to 

me with a strong hand, and 

instructed me that I should 

not walk in the way of this 

people, saying, Say ye not, A 

confederacy, to all them to 

whom this people shall say, A 

confederacy; neither fear ye 

their fear, nor be afraid.
Here we have a very strong 

instruction from the word of 

God. If you are faced with 

any battle, any crisis in life or 

any threat to your life or your 

livelihood; the Spirit of God is 

instructing here saying do 

not say a confederacy to all 

them to whom this people 

shall say a confederacy 

neither fear you their fear. 
Now another  way  o f  

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  w o r d  

confederacy is do not 

announce what is happening 

as though you have no 

defense against it. Do not say 

they will consume us, do not 

say where will the money 

come from or how will I 

survive. Do not say this 

sickness will consume me. Do 

not say a confederacy to all 

them to whom this people 

shall say a confederacy, 

neither fear their fear.  
Do not say that our nation is 

in turmoil, where will we go? 

How will we survive? Will our 

lives ever be safe? 
Isaiah 8:13 goes on to say, 

Sanctify the LORD of hosts 

himself; and let him be your 

fear, and let him be your 

dread; do this and He the Lord 

of Host shall be a sanctuary 

for you. So you see, the Spirit 

of God is giving us very strong 

instruction: this is more than 

an exhortation. This is not a 

suggestion; this is an 

instruction; a commandment 

if you will, to refuse to be 

afraid. 
Right now, wherever you 

are, I would like for you to 

gather yourself, gather your 

breath and put your right 

hand on your chest if you can 

and say, “I refuse to be afraid. 

Concerning insecurity, I 

r e f u s e  t o  b e  a f r a i d .   

Concerning perceived lack or 

shortage in my life, I refuse to 

be afraid”. 
Maybe it is a sickness or 

disease in your body that you 

are battling with; it may even 

seem to be swallowing you 

up. It may look like in the 

physical realm, there is no 

way out of that situation' but I 

tell you, the first way to 

activate God's power in your 

life is to refuse to be afraid. So 

say to yourself and say to the 

circumstance, “in the name of 

Jesus, I refuse to be afraid. 

The Lord is with me. God is 

with me, God is my helper”. 
Hebrews 13:5-6 Let your 

conversation be without 

covetousness; and be content 

with such things as ye have: 

for he hath said, I will never 

leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

So that we may boldly say, 

The Lord is my helper, and I 

will not fear what man shall do 

unto me. You can boldly say 

today, I refuse to be afraid 

because the Lord is with me. 

The Lord is my helper, the 

Lord is helping me today. 

Glory to the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
No matter  what the 

circumstance may be, 

remember the Lord is your 

helper. Insecurity will not 

consume you or your family 

because the Lord is your 

helper. The Lord will provide 

for you: the Lord will take 

care of you, he is your helper.
Whatever seems to be 

looming across the horizon of 

your life today; no matter 

what kind of a battle or 

challenge you are faced with 

today, no matter what is 

a g a i n s t  y o u  t o d a y ,  

remember the reason why 

you should refuse to be afraid 

is because the Lord is your 

helper: Glory to the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now let us proceed further. 

Some other important things 

for us to understand about 

how to handle the spirit of 

fear can be found in James 

4:7, which say, submit 

yourself therefore to God. 

Resist the devil and he will 

flee from you. Now we have 

already taught about the fact 

that fear is of the devil. 

Therefore, in this context, 

resisting the devil, is equal to 

resisting the spirit of fear. We 

can say it this way: resisting 

the spirit of fear is equal to 

resisting the devil. 
Furthermore, James 4:7 is 

telling us that you should 

submit yourself to God and then 

resist the devil and he will flee 

from you. In other words, to 

resist the devil, we are to 

submit ourselves to God. 

However, what does the word 

resist mean? It means to stand 

against. It means to oppose, to 

withstand or to set oneself 

against something. So here, the 

scripture is saying do not permit 

or tolerate the spirit of fear; 

stand against it, oppose it, 

withstand it, set yourself 

against it. 
You have to understand that 

the Christian in this life is in a 

battle at the war front. The 1 

Timothy 6:12 that we should 

fight the good fight of faith. It is 

called a good fight because we 

already know we are the 

winners but we have a 

responsibility in cooperating 

with God in this fight against 

fear. 
Now how does the spirit of fear 

operate? If we are talking about 

resisting the devil and the spirit 

of fear we must know how the 

spirit of fear operates. If we do 

not know how the spirit of fear 

operates, we will not be able to 

understand how to resist it. The 

spirit of fear operates through 

thoughts, ideas, suggestions 

and impressions. These create 

feelings in our lives which in-

turn move us to do and act in 

certain ways. 
This means resisting the spirit 

of fear is resisting thoughts, 

i deas ,  sugges t ions  and  

impressions that seek to stoke 

fear in the heart. Know that all 

of these thoughts, ideas, 

suggestions and impressions 

come f rom somewhere:  

thoughts do not just come from 

nowhere: they come from 

somewhere. 
They come from what we see 

and hear.  Satan's strategy is to 

use the things that we see, hear 

and experience to put thoughts, 

i deas ,  sugges t ions  and  

impressions of fear into our 

minds. 
Hence, if we are going to 

successfully resist the spirit of 

fear, we must learn to resist the 

thoughts, ideas, suggestions 

and impressions that come to 

us because of what we are 

s e e i n g ,  h e a r i n g  a n d  

experiencing that seek to 

generate fear. 

Fear not, trust God (12)

“Fear not is a commandment; it is not a suggestion, 

because of how important it is for you to shut off the 

activity of the Spirit of fear in your life. Remember, Satan 

can do nothing in your life outside of the operation of the 

spirit of fear”. 
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A Chief District Court of the Federal Capital 
Territory at Wuse Zone 2, Abuja, has restrained 
on-air-personality, Kayode Oladotun, 
popularly known as Do2dtun, from posting 
defamatory posts against singer Oladapo 
Oyebanjo, aka D'banj, on social media or any 
other platform
The Judge, His Honour, Emmanuel Iyanna, 

gave the injunction on Wednesday, October 18, 
2023, in the case with Motion No: 
MN/218/2023.
D'banj, through one of his lawyers, Toheeb 

Lawal from Abuja-based law firm, Law 

Continued on page 26Continued on page 26

Corridor, had filed an application at the 
court for an injunction restraining Do2dtun 
from making malicious and defamatory 
posts against him on social media.
In granting the application, which has 

D'banj as the complainant and Do2dtun as 
the respondent, Iyanna granted “an order 
restraining the defendant (Do2dtun) either 
by himself, servants, privies, cohorts, 
representatives, or any person deriving 
authority from him from further making any 
malicious, intimidating or defamatory post 
directing at the complainant (D'banj) on 

any soc ia l  media  
p l a t f o r m  ( X ,  
Instagram, etc) or 
news media pending 
t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  
determination of the 
substantive case”.
A l s o ,  t h e  c o u r t  

ordered the Deputy 
Inspector of Police, 
Force Intel l igence 
Bureau, to investigate 
a criminal complaint 
brought by D'banj 
against Do2dtun within 
two weeks and report 
back to court.
Do2dtun had for 

weeks embarked upon 
a  s o c i a l  m e d i a  
ons laught against  
D'banj. The OAP was 
married to D'banj's 
sister, Taiwo, in 2013, 
a n d  t h e  u n i o n  

OPULAR Nollywood Pactor, Jim Iyke, has 
vowed never to be 
desperate again in his 
life.

Jim Iyke stated this in 
a viral video on the 
i n t e r n e t ,  w h i l e  
narrating his encounter 
with the late founder of 
the Synagogue Church 
of All Nations (SCOAN), 
Prophet TB Joshua.

It was reported that the actor was captured in a widely spread 
video in 2013 undergoing deliverance at SCOAN.

'I'll never be desperate again' – Jim Iyke vows after experience 
with TB Joshua, othersPublished on October 18, 2023By Racheal 
Ayodele

Popular Nollywood actor, Jim Iyke, has vowed never to be 
desperate again in his life.

Jim Iyke stated this in a viral video on the internet, while 
narrating his encounter with the late founder of the Synagogue 
Church of All Nations (SCOAN), Prophet TB Joshua.

It was reported that the actor was captured in a widely spread 
video in 2013 undergoing deliverance at SCOAN.

Speaking in his latest interview with Teju Babyface, the actor 
insisted that he was forced to take his sick mother to the prophet 
for healing out of desperation.

Regretting taking such a step out of desperation, he said, “I will 
never be desperate again in my life. Desperation was what took 
me there—to take my mother there, hoping that a man of God 
would heal her. If she were to live, twenty TB Joshuas would not 
stop her.

“It was her time, nobody would have made me enter that space; 
he was not the only one I went to; I have been to five or six men of 
God; is it because I do not want to mention names? How they 
drove me the money they took from me.”

Mr Joseph Aloba, 
father of late 
Nigerian rapper, 
I l e r i o l u w a  
Olademeji Aloba, 
aka Mohbad, has 
said a DNA test on 
his grandson must 
be conducted in 
his presence.

It was recalled 
that Nigerians 
have been torn 
apart over calls for 
a DNA test on the 
late singer's son, 
Liam, to ascertain his true paternity.

Speaking in a recent interview with Stams TV, elder Aloba said a 
DNA test on his grandson is a must, stressing that it has become a 
national concern

On the rumours that a DNA test has been done, he said a DNA 
test can't be conducted without his consent.

He insisted that he has to be present or send a representative 
before the DNA test can be done.

Aloba said even at that, it would be conducted at two different 
hospitals to be sure of the result.

He said, “Concerning the DNA test, it's a must they do it. 
Nigerians are demanding for it. I heard rumours that they did it but 
no matter what, I'm Mohbad's father so I'll give consent on the 
DNA test or send anyone who can represent me during the test if 
I'm not there to know how they'll do it. And even when they want 
to do it, it should be done in two different places so we can be very 
sure and know the truth.

Also, where I am from in Ikere Ekiti, even Olu Ikere just left my 
side now after paying me a visit. We don't accept bastards where 
I'm from, but it will be a thing of joy for me if this child is Mohbad's 
because this is the only child he said he left for me. Three days 
before his death, I was with him, he even served me food and he 
put Liam on my hands and he was taking pictures.

So I'll be very happy if Liam is Mohbad's son because I love the 
child. But if it turns out that Liam is not his son, it won't be good if 
we don't find out now because of the future so that even late 
Mohbad shouldn't be blaming me that I accepted something like 
this in. So the DNA is very necessary.”

Court restrains Do2dtun 
from defaming D'banj.

'I'll never be desperate again’ – Jim Iyke vows

'DNA test must be done in 
my presence' –Mohbad's father.
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produced two girl
A Chief District Court of the Federal Capital 

Territory at Wuse Zone 2, Abuja, has restrained 
on-air-personality, Kayode Oladotun, 
popularly known as Do2dtun, from posting 
defamatory posts against singer Oladapo 

Continued from page 18

ROWN Uzama, professionally known as Shallipopi, a popular CNigerian musician, has offered some helpful career advice with 
fellow entertainers.

The Elon Musk crooner stated that if his colleagues want to stay 
relevant in the industry, they must mimic Afrobeats superstar 
Wizkid's social media decorum.

Shallipopi expressed this in a recent interview with 78 Factory, 
explaining that overworked musicians frequently forget their ideals.

He said: “To stay relevant, you stay silent. When you talk too 
much, you lose value. Let your music and your success speak for 
you like Wizkid.”

The Edo-born singer also disclosed during the interview that his 
genre of music isn't afrobeats but afro-pluto.

Meanwhile…..
Zlatan gave my career life – Shallipopi
Crown Uzama, also known as Shallipopi, a rising Nigerian artist, 

has underlined the importance of rapper Zlatan Ibile in his success.
According to the “Elon Musk” singer, Zlatan gave his music career 

“life” without receiving any monetary compensation.
The TikTok sensation, 23, revealed this via his Instagram story 

while giving a tribute to the Lagos Anthem hitmaker.
Shallipopi wrote; “Big shoutout to Zlatan Ibile. Bro literally gave 

my career life. He didn't ask for anything in return.”
He became an internet sensation after his song 'Elon Musk' went 

viral. He later remixed the song with Zlatan Ibile and Fireboy DML 
which solidified his stardom.

Oyebanjo, aka D'banj, on social media or 
any other platform.
The Judge, His Honour, Emmanuel Iyanna, 

gave the injunction on Wednesday, October 
18, 2023, in the case with Motion No: 
MN/218/2023.
D'banj, through one of his lawyers, 

Toheeb Lawal from Abuja-based law firm, 
Law Corridor, had filed an application at the 
court for an injunction restraining Do2dtun 
from making malicious and defamatory 
posts against him on social media.
In granting the application, which has 

D'banj as the complainant and Do2dtun as 
the respondent, Iyanna granted “an order 
restraining the defendant (Do2dtun) either 
by himself, servants, privies, cohorts, 
representatives, or any person deriving 
authority from him from further making any 
malicious, intimidating or defamatory post 
directing at the complainant (D'banj) on 
any social media platform (X, Instagram, 
etc) or news media pending the hearing and 
determination of the substantive case”.
Also, the court ordered the Deputy 

Inspector of Police, Force Intelligence 
Bureau, to investigate a criminal complaint 
brought by D'banj against Do2dtun within 
two weeks and report back to court.
Do2dtun had for weeks embarked upon a 

social media onslaught against D'banj. The 
OAP was married to D'banj's sister, Taiwo, 
in 2013, and the union produced two girls.
However, in November, 2021, Taiwo 

instituted a divorce proceeding before 
Justice A.I Akobi of Court 23, High Court of 
the Federal Capital Territory, in Suit 
Number: GWD/PET/25/2021, over alleged 
“unending reckless emotional abuse, 
forced abortion and vicious domestic 
violence,” by Do2dtun, which she claimed 
has adversely affected her health and 
general well-being.
Of late, Do2dtun made allegations that he 

was not allowed to see his daughter, but 
Taiwo said the claim by her ex-husband was 
false.
She said contrary to the allegations by her 

ex-husband over the custody of their 
children, the entertainer has access to their 
kids.
Taiwo recounted her ordeal in the 

marriage, such as domestic violence and 
emotional abuse, narrating how Do2dtun 
drove her to a hospital to have a forced 
abortion of a five-month pregnancy.

UPITA Nyong'o and Lb o y f r i e n d  S e l e m a  
Masekela have ended their 
romance less than a year 
after going Instagram 
official. Read her powerful 
message on her "heartbreak" 
and "pain

There is no more "us" for 
Lupita Nyong'o and Selema 
Masekela.

The Oscar winner and her 
boyfriend have broken up 
af ter  about  one year  
together, she shared on 
Instagram Oct. 19 without 
naming her ex. 

"It is necessary for me to 
share a personal truth and 
publicly dissociate myself from someone I can no longer trust," 
Lupita wrote. "I find myself in a season of heartbreak because of a 
love suddenly and devastatingly extinguished by deception."

The Black Panther star shared why she decided to reveal the news 
publicly in spite of the heartache she's currently feeling.

“I am tempted to run into the shadows and hide, only to return to 
the light when I have regained my strength enough for me to say, 
'Whatever, my life is better this way,'" she continued. "But I am 
reminded that the magnitude of the pain I am feeling is equal to the 
measure of my capacity for love. And so, I am choosing to face the 
pain, cultivating the courage to meet my life exactly as it is, and 
trusting that this too shall pass.”

Continued from page 18

Court restrains Do2dtun 
from defaming D'banj.

If you want to stay relevant, 
emulate Wizkid – Shallipopi 

Lupita Nyong'o and Boyfriend 
Selema Masekela Break up
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OWEVER, in developing 
nations, the legislature is Hd e f i n e d  b y  w e a k  

institutional capacity. It faces the 
c ha l l e nge s  o f  e xe cu t i ve  
dominance, public trust deficit, 
poo r  democ ra t i c  cu l t u re  
manifesting as a weak electoral 
system and disrespect to 
democratic tenets and then 
disruptions through elections, 
leading to a high turnover of 
legislators.

And, central to all these issues 
are a weak constitution, a low 
level of morality in politics as well 
as poor knowledge of the duties 
of the parliament.

To begin with, Nigeria's 
situation validates the assertion 
that any constitution midwife by 
the military is as faulty as it is 
anti-democracy. It does not offer 
the legislature the necessary 
support for true independence 
and effective supervision of the 
executive.

For example, mere legislative 
refusal of consent cannot stop the 
executive from borrowing and or 
engaging in non-budgeted 
expenditures. Equally, the much-
touted powers to override the 
Presidency on critical issues exist 
merely on paper in the same 
m a n n e r  t h a t  e x e c u t i v e  
appointees can hold offices 
without legislative confirmation. 
And again, legislative summons 
and resolutions are brazenly 
ignored because the legislature 
does not possess the instruments 
to effectively enforce compliance.

So, evidently, the executive is 
already empowered by the 
constitution to dominate the 
legislature. And as noted earlier, 
institutional capacity is the 
missing link between an effective 
parliament and the rest. It is a 
product of a trained and 
motivated workforce supported 
by a favourable operating 
environment, which in turn is a 
function of adequate funding.

But in Nigeria, the legislature is 
incapacitated and depends on the 
execut ive for operat ional  
existence. Beyond executive 
dominance and disrespect, lack 
of financial autonomy chiefly 
erodes overal l  legis lat ive 
effectiveness. Among others, 
capacity building is stunted, the 
w o r k  e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  
unconducive, representation 
s u f f e r s  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  
committees majorly rely on MDAs 
for logistics in the discharge of 
oversight functions. Meanwhile, 
for over two years now, the 
National Assembly chambers are 
c losed down for repairs,  
restricting the lawmakers to a 
temporary arrangement for 
plenary.

Similarly, most bills passed by 
the legislature, especially the 
ones it originates, are not 
accented to and the resolutions 
arising from motions are utterly 
disregarded. Even the legislative 
agenda, despite how fantastic, 
would always remain a dream 
except the executive offers the 
needed impetus. Yes, the 
executive determines the 
d i m e n s i o n  o f  b u d g e t  

implementation, which explains 
the perceived lop-sidedness in 
infrastructural development 
across the country.

Add i t i ona l l y,  t he re  a re  
interferences in the affairs of the 
legislature by the political party. 
Either by way of promises of 
reward or threats of sanction, the 
l e g i s l a t o r s  a r e  r e a d i l y  
blackmailed to influence their 
actions and conduct.

Buoyed by the weak electoral 
system, the State Governors 
decide the political fates of the 
legislators using the party 
structures and deployment of 
mob rule. Any lawmaker whom 
the Governor does not endorse is 
as good as gone because the 
party will not nominate them as 
candidates for future elections. 
R e - e l e c t i o n  t i c k e t s ,  
developmental project locations 
as well as appointment of 
relatives and loyalists into 
positions are employed as bait to 
keep the legislators in line. Also, 
despite the popularity of laws 
made by the National Assembly 
regarding the matters on the 
concurrent list, the Governors 
railroad the State Assemblies 
into undermining the federal 
l eg i s l a tu re ,  f o r  po l i t i ca l  
expediency.

Hence, when a legislator is 
confronted with the grim 
prospects of political extinction, 
they helplessly 'play along' to 
survive. And inferentially, the 
executive influences the choices 
of legislative leadership through 
this strategy. Now with these, 
w h y  w o u l d  i n e f f e c t i v e  
parliaments not thrive?

Then again, the withholding of 
public support and cooperation, 
which also undermines the 
effectiveness of the legislature, is 
traced to two major factors. 
While one is the personality of 
some lawmakers, the other is 
misplaced public expectations 
sequel to limited understanding 
of the preserves of the 
parliament.

Whereas legis lators are 
expected to be morally upright 

and beyond reproach, the actions 
and conducts of some account for 
the huge public trust deficit 
plaguing the legislature. There 
are those lacking in character, the 
o n e s  r e p u t e d  f o r  
underperformance and the others 
who embody politics with 
b i t t e r n e s s  o r  b a d - l o s e r  
syndrome. This last category 
adopts desperation in their quest 
for power and would always seek 
to undermine every electoral 
outcome that does not suit their 
expectations, despite established 
credibility. In political contests, 
they 'must' either have their way 
or rock the boat.

Ye t ,  un fo r tuna te l y,  t he  
legis lature is  corporately 
subjected to collective labelling 
and the individual liberties of the 
entire legislators are serially 
violated, thus deepening the 
institutional ineffectiveness.

Furthermore, and exploiting the 
limited public knowledge of the 
workings of the legislature, the 
vulnerable are manipulated 
against the legislators. Driven by 
a self-seeking agenda, including 
a narrow political mentality, the 
elites orchestrate subjective 
narratives aimed at lowering the 
public esteem of the parliament. 
The impression roundly created is 
that the legislature does little or 
nothing to justify its expenditure. 
Also, smear campaigns are 
sponsored against the legislative 
leadership of which the executive 
arm is principally complicit. 
Because they control the media, 
they determine what the people 
know. The media is made to focus 
mainly on the downsides to 
generate negative perceptions of 
the legislature. Again, the 
parliamentarians are visited with 
varied demands that are 
motivated by the sense of 
en t i t l ement  where in  the  
constituents assume that their 
personal needs must be met by 
the representatives irrespective 
o f  t h e  m a g n i t u d e .  A n d  
instructively, this is sustained 
because the less informed 
masses rate the legislators based 
on projects or contracts attracted 

and the amount of money doled 
out among other direct socio-
economic benefits.

Equally, there are assessments 
informed by the quantity of 
legislation rather than the quality, 
but factually, the advent of the 
internet has had a diminishing 
effect on legislative outputs. It 
has drastically affected policy 
formulation processes such that 
the core legislative duties are 
now shaped by externa l  
dynamics. Global trends, rather 
than the legislature, now 
determine governance policies. 
What happens in one country 
a f f e c t s  o t he r  c oun t r i e s .  
Borrowing and international 
trade agreements today dictate 
the pace of development. 
Consequently, there is a 
prevailing dearth of home-grown 
socio-economic legislation, 
especially for a country like 
Nigeria that 'must' borrow to fund 
its budget. And by this again, the 
leg is lature is  unarguably 
anything but effective.

Therefore, in building our 
expectations, convinced that an 
e f f e c t i v e  p a r l i a m e n t  i s  
fundamental to the legitimacy of 
government, we have to 
recognise the peculiar challenges 
confront ing the f ledgl ing 
legislatures. In our craving for a 
democratic institution that truly 
represents the interests of all 
citizens, there should be a 
corresponding clamour for a 
viable constitution drafted 
through an all-inclusive process. 
Again, there should be a 
reawakened consciousness for a 
long-term commitment to 
building a culture of democracy 
and political tolerance. We should 
acknowledge that past mistakes 
occasioned by bad leadership 
account for our present socio-
e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
predicaments. The problem of 
Nigeria is certainly not the 
legislature alone. Particularly, we 
should realise that a fair 
assessment of the overall 
performance of the legislature is 
ach ieved only when one 
considers the rate at which the 

executive respects legislative 
resolution and summons. A 
legislature that is roundly 
disparaged cannot be effective 
or deliver optimally.

Then importantly, if we cannot 
resist the temptation to 
compare,  we should be 
o b j e c t i v e  b y  a l w a y s  
acknowledging that the human 
and financial resources available 
to the executive far exceed 
those of the legislature. We 
should also admit that for each 
arm of government, there are 
statutory allowances, including 
vehicles, yet there is always an 
orchestrated public outcry 
trailing that of the legislature. 
We should be persuaded that 
de-marketing the legislature 
hurts the country and again that 
sensational reportage is a threat 
to democracy the world over. 
Rather, we should cultivate good 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o u r  
representatives to truly guide 
them towards serving the 
national interest.

And now specifically, the 
legislators should be seen to be 
a b o v e  b o a r d  b y  t r u l y  
representing the people and 
also shunning every unethical 
conduct notably traits of politics 
with bitterness. They should not 
take the people's mandate for 
granted. They should purge 
themselves of mutual suspicions 
and divisive tendencies. Every 
lawmaker should think of 
Nigeria first. Above all, they 
should realise that one does not 
need to hold a leadership 
position or be on a particular 
committee before one can make 
an impact in governance. It is 
not about ego or special 
recognition but about sacrifice 
and contributions to national 
development.

Thankfully and verifiably, the 
President of the Senate, 
Godswill Akpabio, by his 
blueprint and actions so far, has 
made firm statements of 
covenant about his passion for a 
regenerated Nigeria that works 
for all. A diligent review shows 
his clear understanding of 
Nigeria's immediate challenge. 
By his agenda, the arms of 
government should collaborate 
in the overall interest of the 
citizenry. Beyond his age-long 
sense of humour and friendly 
d i s p o s i t i o n ,  A k p a b i o  
demonstrates that it takes a 
united and bipartisan legislature 
to heal the country and 
oversight the executive without 
feeling that the government is 
being undermined.

Hence, with open minds, may 
we accept his extended hands of 
fellowship by giving him the 
right opportunities to walk the 
talk. May we champion strong 
institutional capacity in favour of 
the parliament and through our 
representatives, consciously 
shield it against any form of 
derailment. Otherwise, it is the 
height of hypocrisy to expect 
much from this 10th National 
Assembly.

Egbo is a parliamentary 
affairs analyst

A legislature that is alive to its roles and responsibilities is a symbol of hope, a shield and a voice for the people. It is marked by robust 
debates, strict commitment to checks and balances, and deliberate accountability to the people. Also, it confers legitimacy on the 
government because governance is productive and the citizens are fulfilled. EGBO Writes.

Nigerians expecting much from an ineffective legislature









performance issues and public 
skepticism.

T h e r e f o r e ,  p u b l i c  
commentators have agreed with 
the notion that, the effectiveness 
or success of an anti-corruption 
agency like the EFCC ,requires 
substantial long term resources, 
a  sk i l led  and mot ivated 
workforce, robust legal and 
administrative authority, solid 
backing, possibly even from the 
P r e s i d e n t ,  a d e q u a t e  
accountability and transparency, 
a supportive institutional 
environment especially within 
related sectors such as the Police 
and Judiciary including access to 
financial records.

The anti-graft war had over the 
last 15 years lost its steam either 
due to insufficient administrative 
capacity including limited powers 
as well as lack of human and 
material resources coupled with 
an inefficient legal system.

In Nigeria, there is a pressing 
d e m a n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
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with those at its helm of affairs 
also bitten by this bug of 
corruption. At a certain period, 
they were allegedly accused  of 
re-looting loots seized from 
some  corrupt Nigerians which 
had to a large extend eroded 
public confidence on the anti- 
g r a f t  a g e n c y  a n d  t h e  
government's war on corruption 
in its entiety. 

However, with the appointment 
of a  new Chairman of the 
agency, SUNDAY STANDARD  
gathered based on Senate’s 
confirmation hearing of Ola 
Olukoyede plans for the 
organization, suggests that a 
new paradigm shift in fighting 
corruption could  yield fruitful 
results this time around.

And to achieve these set goals, 
Olukoyede has emphasized the 
need for a  change in policy 
direction and ability to enhance 
efficiency with reasonable cost 
within a time frame. This means 
that Nigeria's anti-corruption 
campaign now is aiming to a 
large extend at making headway 
with the support of the nation's 
leadership and that of the 
citizens to implement those 
plans.

Regrettably, research focusing 
on anti-corruption in Africa has 
revealed persistent challenges 
often referred to as, '' The seven 
sins.'' These includes economic 
limitations, political reluctance, 
legal inefficiency, organizational 
weakness, government gaps, 

relating to corruption by 

implementing a comprehensive 

an t- co r rup t i on  educa t i on  

programme from the primary 

education to the tertiary levels 

that would nurture both  present  

and future generatons with 

ethical values by also providing 

our society with a strong moral 

compass. And to succeed in this 

direction, there is need for 

Nigerians to overcome cultural 

acceptance of corrupt practices 

which also requires a gradual 

sh i f t  th rough  awareness  

campaign, by highlighting 

societal benefits of integrity and 

ethical behaviour.
The new strategy of corruption 

prevention will in the coming 

weeks or months provide 

Nigerians with a clue as to 

whether the road map being 

ascribed by  Ola Olukoyede, the 

new Czar of the anti-corruption 

war would raise the bar of hope 

for millions of the citizens 

watching with high expectations.

Continued from page 10 internat ional ly  recognized 
legislation to tackle possession of 
unexplained wealth and assets. 
Yet, lack of widespread support 
and commitment from major 
political figures have always been 
a frustration for the  agency. 

Similarly, the larger society is 
complicit in the failure of the 
agency to make significant gains 
due to factors arising from the 
''Get-rich syndrome'' among 
some communi t ies  which 
promotes the culture of affluence 
with so much premium placed on 
the wealthy irrespective of 
whether it is ill gotten or not, is 
pushing corruption to a precipice. 
While lack of love for the country 
and lack of moral latitude among 
many people across the country 
has further confined laudable 
effort of the agency to a mare lip 
service.

Although these narratives can 

be changed, expert opinions also 

prescribed the need for a holistic 

approach of tackling issues 

years from the court of first 
instance to the Supreme Court. 
The Senate can work out 
modalities as well.''

However,  analyz ing and 
evaluating Nigeria's anti-
corruption campaign indicates 
that it is still, work in progress 
considering the endemic nature 
of the problems which had eaten 
deep into every fabric of its 
society with severe  and negative 
consequences.

The Nigerian political class, its 
law enforcement agencies and 
the civil service are common 
ground for corrupt players where 
recent reports have shown the 
level of  moral decay in all the 
nation's Institutions. It is now at 
an alarming stage as alluded in 
the 2 previous reports published 
by  Transparency International's 
Anti-Corruption Index where 
Nigeria has continued to maintain 
a top spot as one of the most 
corrupt nations on the planet.

Lack of political will to tackle the 
p r o b l e m  b y  s u c c e s s i v e  
administrations coupled with 
selective prosecution of both 
perceived and known critics of 
government have often been 
hunted or used by the EFCC to 
hunt down their enemies.

As one of the nat ion's 
institutions, the EFCC as the 
s ignature of the Federal  
Government 's crusade on 
corruption had found itself in the 
recent past in a messy situation 

EFCC's new vista on anti-corruption war

The anti-graft war had over the last 15 years lost its steam 
either due to insufficient administrative capacity including 
limited powers as well as lack of human and material resources 
coupled with an inefficient legal system. In Nigeria, there is a 
pressing demand to establish internationally recognized 
legislation to tackle the possession of unexplained wealth and 
assets. Yet the lack of widespread support and commitment 
from major political figures have always been a frustration for 
the  agency. 
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Mrs. Veronica Abe, State Co-ordinator (right) presenting some of their material to the 
wife of the Governor of Plateau State, Barr. Helen Mutfwang.

Mr. Taddy Chollom (right) with Mr. Katlong Danbaba

Mrs. Kiyenpia Mafuyai, (left) with Mrs. Ronke Moody

Mr. Paul Jatau, Ag. General Manager (PPC) (left) welcoming the Chairman of Plateau 
State House of Assembly Committee on Information, Hon. Ibrahim Agbalak, 
Representing Rukuba/Irigwe Constituency

L - R: Hon. Ibrahim Agbalak, House Member, Representing Rukuba/Irigwe 
Constituency Hon. Cornalius Doeyok, member, Representing Qua’an Pan South and 
Hon. Gabriel Dewan Kudenbenna, Member Representing Pankshin North 
Constituency 

Mr. Paul Jatau, General Manager, Plateau Publishing Corporation delivering his 
speech

Cross section of Management Staff

Wife of the Governor of Plateau State, Barr. Helen Mutfwang (middle) in a group 
photograph with the wive of the top government functionary

COURTESY VISIT
The Management of National Human Rights Commission paid a courtesy call to the First Lady of Plateau State, Barr. Helen Mutfwang at Government 

House Rayfield.

PLATEAU STATE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION VISIT PPC
The Plateau State House of Committee on Information, paid in a courtesy visit to the Plateau Publishing Corporation (PPC) recently
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igeria-eligible 
g o a l k e e p e r ,  NJ o n a t h a n  

Rasheed, has declared 
his readiness to solve 
Nigeria's goalkeeping 
crisis that have been 
rock ing  the  Super  
E a g l e s ,  
B S N S p o r t s . c o m . n g  
reports.

I F K  V a r n a m o s ' s  
goaltender was born to a 
N ige r i an  f a the r  and  
N o r w e g i a n  m o t h e r,  
Rasheed is eligible to play 
for the national teams of 
Sweden, Norway and 
Nigeria, but he has yet to 
win a senior cap for any of 
t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  
countries.

“It started a week ago. I 
was tagged in several posts 
on Twitter (now X) and 
Instagram, and yes. It was 
friends who wrote that it 
had started to be talked 
about and so on,” Rasheed 
said to Fotbollskanalen.

“I don't know what it is or 
where it comes from, but 
there have been people 
who have written to me 
about it. It is fun. It 
probably means that you 
have done something good.

 “I personally have had no 
contact with anyone. But I 
hope it might come.”

"It would have been 
awesome. My father is from 
there and I have always 
been aware of Nigeria, 
Norway and Sweden.

“I would have been proud 
if given the chance. It's 
basically the biggest thing 
you can do as a player", he 
stated.

However, barely three 
m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  
conclusion of the 2023 FIFA 
Women's World Cup in 
Australia and New Zealand, 
the World Soccer ruling 
body has confirmed release 
of player's monetary 
incentive to the federations 
o f  the  pa r t i c i pa t i ng  

c o u n t r i e s ,  
BSNSports.com.ng reports.

This report was revealed 
by an online journalist SHE 
Score Banger, who is purely 
a women's football reporter.

The journalist revealed its 
discussion with FIFA and the 
response it received from 
the football body.

"When I asked FIFA about 
the World Cup money, this 
is what the spokesperson 
said:

 “Following the conclusion 
of the Women's World Cup, 
FIFA is in contact with the 
part ic ipat ing member 
a s so c i a t i on s  ( PMAs )  
regarding the distribution 

of payments for the 
tournament, including the 
record prize money that will 
be provided by FIFA”

As part of this, FIFA is 
providing tailored support 
to PMAs regarding the 
distribution of payments 
that are being made, 
including to the member 
a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  
subsequently to players", 
the statement read.

Nigeria's Super Falcons, 
Atlas Lioness of Morocco, 
Bayana Bayana of South 
Africa and Shepolopolo of 
Zambia represented Africa 
at the global competition.

Meanwhile, in Serie A, 
Chukwubuikem Ikwuemesi 
was on the losing as 
Salernitana lost by the 
slimmest of margins to 
Genoa.

In the 2 Bundesliga, David 
Abiama shone like a million 
stars in Greuther Fürth's 
commanding 4-0 victory 
against Osnabrück.

Abiama scored one and 
a s s i s t ed  ano the r  a s  
Greuther Fürth made it four 
wins in their first 11 league 
games.

OGC Nice provisionally 
returned to the top of the 
French Ligue 1 table after 
their hard-fought 0-1 away 
win at Clermont Foot.

Terem Moffi came off the 
bench for the winners in the 
58th minute before Algerian 
m i d f i e l d e r  H i c h a m  
Boudaoui netted the game's 

sole goal in the 74th 
minute.

In the Czech Republic 
FNL, Emmanuel Anih 
netted a stoppage-time 
consolat ion goal  for  
Pøíbram in their 2-1 defeat 
away to Viktoria Žižkov.

Ahmed Adebayo was the 
only shining light for 
Tammeka as he scored 
both of their goals in their 
2-7 home loss to Tallinna 
Kalev in the Estonian 
Meistriliiga.

In the Russian First 
League ,  20-year-o ld  
Jonathan Okoronkwo 
netted his tenth goal of the 
season to open the scoring 
for Arsenal Tula in their 1-1 
d r a w  a t  A l a n i y a  
Vladikavkaz.

Super Eagles defender 
Olisa Ndah's contribution 
could not power Orlando 
Pirates to a clean sheet as 
the Bucs played out a 
thrilling 1-1 home draw 
with Polokwane City in 
their PSL fixture.

In Turkey, new Super 
Eagles star Fisayo Dele-
Bashiru did his bit, but it 
was not enough for 
H a t a y s p o r  a s  t h e y  
stumbled to a 1-2 defeat at 
home to Kayserispor.

2013 Africa Cup of 
Nations winner Kenneth 
Omeruo had a better story 
to tell as he stood strong in 
defence for Kasýmpaþa 
during their 3-1 triumph 
over Ýstanbulspor.

ENSING danger ahead Sof Tuesday's make or 
mar Paris 2014 Olympic 
Games qualifier against 
Ethiopia, President of 
Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF), Ibrahim Gusau, has 
pleaded with Nigerians to 
come out in large number 
to support the Super 
Falcons.

The match will at the MKO 
Abiola Stadium, Abuja.The 
Super Falcons forced the 
Ethiopian to a 1-1 draw in 
A d d i s  A b a b a  o n  
Wednesday, and will now 
have to defeat the East 
Africans in the return leg 
on Tuesday to move a step 
closer to the Olympics 
Games.

The Falcons will hope to 
carry their fine form from 
the FIFA Women's World 
Cup in Australia and New 
Zealand to the Olympic 
Games by qualifying for 
the sports fiesta.

Gusau stated that his 
board is determined to 
build on the success of the 
World Cup, adding that 
qualifying for Paris 2024 
Olympics will be another 
major boost for the team. 

He, however, said NFF and 
the team cannot do it alone, 
and Nigerians must show 
their support by coming to 
the stadium to cheer the 
girls.

“These girls need the 
support of everybody, and 
one of the ways Nigerians 
must show they support to 
the team is by coming out 
to watch and cheer them. 
This kind of support cannot 
be quantified, and it helps 
the team to give their all in 
front of their home crowd,” 
Gusau stated.

The Nigeria women team 
last qualified for the 
Olympic Games 15 years 
ago in 2008, and the 
Gusau-led board is keen to 
break the jinx this time 
around. A win for the 
Falcons in Abuja against the 
Ethiopians will see them 
take on either Cameroun or 
Uganda in the next stage of 
the qualifiers.

Meanwhile, Nigeria's 
prospects at the 2023 CAF 
Africa Cup of Nations have 
been highlighted by former 
Super Eagles captain John 
Obi Mikel, who anticipates a 
challenging journey for the 

t eam,  Soc ce rne t . ng  
reports.

For the AFCON, the 
Super Eagles have been 
drawn in Group A together 
with hosts Ivory Coast, 
Equatorial Guinea, and 
Guinea-Bissau.

There are five AFCON 
titles between Nigeria and 
Ivory Coast, and Mikel has 
tipped both nations to 
make it past the group 

stage.
The former Chelsea 

m id f i e lde r,  however,  
remains wary of the other 
Group A teams.

Equatorial Guinea, who 
have only made four 
appearances at the AFCON 
but finished fourth in 2015, 
are capable of causing a 
major upset.

While Guinea-Bissau 
have never made it past 

the group phase of the 
continental championship 
since making their debut 
in 2017, the Djurtus 
stunned Nigeria in March, 
defeating the Eagles 0-1 
at the Abuja National 
Stadium.

Mikel expects the Eagles 
to possess enough quality 
to advance past the first 
round of the competition.

Players of Nigeria's Super Falcons pose for a team photo prior to the FIFA 
Women's World Cup match against Australia. Photo: AFP

"I'm ready to solve Super Eagles goalkeeping crisis”

Jonathan Rasheed 

'Falcons need Nigerians' support to beat Ethiopia’
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