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Barr. Caleb Mutfwang with the TIC Chairman of Jos South LGC, Hon. Peter 
Vwang Dung

Governor Mutfwang unveiling the project

 Plateau State Governor,  Barr. Mutfwang commissioning the project at 
Vwei, assisted by the Gbong Gwom Jos and President of the State 
Tvraditional Council of Chiefs, His Majesty, Da Jacob Gyang Buba CFR, TIC 
Chairman, Jos South LGC, Hon. Peter Vwang Dung and others guests

Governor Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang delivering speech

DOPPA, Mr. Gyang Bere (left) with other Principal Staff of the Governor

Cross section of the village is during the commissioning ceremony

Transition Implementation Committee Chairman of Jos South LGC, Hon. 
Peter Vwang Dung reading his speech

Cross section of  invited dignitaries

MUTFWANG COMMISSIONS CLINIC
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang recently commissioned a clinic in Vwei Community, Jos South LGA



SUNDAY STANDARD, October 8, 2023  Page 9

ITH the quest to 

effectively manage Wactivities of the Tenth 

Assembly and ensure optimal 

performance for the good and 

benefit of the people of Plateau, 

Speaker of the Plateau State 

House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. 

Moses Thomas Su le  has 

constitutedy twenty four (24) 

House standing committees.
You would recall that the 

speaker had earlier in July, 

constituted five (5) House 

Standing Committees which 

included that of Selection, Rules, 

Business, Inter-governmental 

and Inter-parliamentarian, 

House Services and Welfare, 

Labour and Security and that of 

Fund Management.
After the pronouncement 

during plenary, the Rt. Hon. 

Speaker instructed the clerk of 

the House to expeditiously 

prepare and submit to his office 

the list of members who will 

serve as secretaries to the 

respective committees. He 

however, instructed that no 

Director should be appointed 

secretary of any committee, 

adding also that no committee 

should embark on an oversight 

function without his consent and 

approval.
The committees and portfolios 

assigned are as follows:
Education, Science and 

Technology: 
Hon. Philip Jwe - Chairman, he 

is the member representing 

Barkin Ladi constituency.
Hon. Nanbol Rimvyat - Deputy 

Chairman, Hon. Joseph Gokum - 

Member
Hon. Kalamu Idris -Member, 

Hon. Ishaku Maren - Member.
Health: Hon. Salome Wanglek 

representing Pankshin South 

constituency - Chairman, Hon. 

Cornelius Doeyok - Deputy 

Chairman, Hon. Ibrahim Agbalak 

- Member, Hon. Sani Shilak- 

Member and Hon. Adamu Aliyu - 

Member.
Culture and Tourism: 
Hon. Samaila Bala member 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  K a n t a n a  

constituency as -Chaiman, Hon. 

Danjuma Azi - Deputy Chairman, 

Hon. Isa Madaki - Member, Hon. 

Nimchak Rims - Member and 

Hon. Adamu Aliyu - Member.
Appropriation: 
Hon. Danjuma Azi member 

representing Jos North West is 

the Chairman, Hon. Paul Datugun 

- Deputy Chairman, 
Hon. Joseph Bukar - Member, 

Hon. Bala Fwangje - Member and 

Hon. Timothy Dantong - Member.
Women Affairs and Social 

Development: 
Hon.  Happiness  Akawu,  

member representing Pengana 

constituency as Chairman. Hon. 

Salome Wanglek - Deputy 

Chairman, Hon. Isa Madaki - 

Member, Hon. Sani Shilak - 

Member and Hon. Paul Datugum 

- Member.
Youth and Sports:
Hon. Joseph Gokum, the 

member representing Kanke 

constituency is Chairman. Hon. 

Philip Jwe - Deputy Chairman, 

Hon. Gabriel Dewan - Member, 

Hon. Happiness Akawu - Member 

and Hon. Nannim Joeseph - 

Member.
H o u s i n g  a n d  U r b a n  

Development:
H o n .  N a n b o l  R i m v ya t ,  

Jud ic iary ,  E th ics  and  

Privileges:
Hon. Adamu Aliyu representing 

Jos North North Chairman, Hon. 

Nannim Joseph - Deputy 

Chairman, Hon. Happiness 

Akawu - Member, Hon. Danjuma 

Azi - Member and Hon. Gabriel 

Dewan - Member.
Parastatals and World Bank 

Projects:
Hon. Paul Datugun member 

representing Qua'an Pan North 

Chairman, Hon. Nanbol Rimvyat 

- Deputy Chairman, Hon. 

Happiness Akawu - Member, Hon. 

Aliyu Adamu - Member and
Hon. Kalamu Idris - Member.
Water  Resources  and 

Energy:
H o n .  N a n n i m  J o s e p h  

representing Langtang North 

North Chairman, 
Hon. Danjuma Azi - Deputy 

Chairman, Hon. Saloma Wanglek 

- Member, Hon. Adamu Bala - 

Member and
Hon. Cornelius Deoyok - 

Member.
Commerce and Industry: 
Hon. Galadima Adamu member 

representing Wase constituency 

Chairman, Hon. Cornelius 

Doeyok - Deputy Chairman, Hon. 

Salome Wanglek - Member, Hon. 

Timothy Dantong - Member and
Hon. Joseph Bukar - Member.
Agriculture and Natural 

Resources:
Hon. Sani Shilak member 

representing Mangu North East 

Chairman, Hon. Samaila Bala - 

Deputy Chairman, Hon. Nannim 

Joseph - Member, Hon. Joseph 

Gokum - Member and
Hon. Ibrahim Agbalak - 

Member.
Local Government and 

Chieftaincy Affairs:
Hon. Timothy Dantong member 

representing Riyom constituency 

is to serve as Chairman, Hon. 

R ims N imchak -  Deputy  

Chairman, Hon. Salome Wanglek 

- Member, Hon. Philip Jwe - 

Member and
Hon. Kalama Idris - Member.
Finance:
Hon .  Co rne l i u s  Doeyok  

representing Qua'an Pan South 

Chairman, Hon. Bala Fwangje - 

Deputy Chairman, Hon. Ibrahim 

Agbalak - Member, Hon. Ibrahim 

Adamu - Member and Hon. 

Danjuma Azi - Member.
Information:
Hon. Agbalak Ibrahim member 

representing Rukuba/Irigwe is 

the Chairman, Hon. Timothy 

Dantong - Deputy Chairman, 

Hon. Cornelius Deoyok - Member, 

Hon. Joseph Bukar - Member and
Hon. Gabriel Dewan - Member.
Works and Transport:
H o n .  N i m c h a k  R i m s  

representing Langtang South 

Chairman, Hon. Philip Jwe - 

Deputy Chairman, Hon. Maren 

Ishaku - Member, Hon. Joseph 

Bukar - Member and Hon. Paul 

Datugum - Member.
P u b l i c  A c c o u n t s  a n d  

Petitions:
Hon. Isa Madaki member 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  J o s  E a s t  

constituency Chairman, Hon. 

I shaku  Maren  -  Depu ty  

Chairman, Hon. Paul Datugum - 

Member, 
Hon. Gabriel Dewan - Member, 

and Hon. Nimchak Rims - 

Member.
Lands, Survey and Town 

Planning: 
Rt. Hon. Gwottson Fom Dalyop 

the Deputy Speaker and member 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  J o s  S o u t h  

constituency Chairman, Hon. 

Gabr ie l  Dewan - Deputy 

Chairman, Hon. Nimchak Rims - 

Member, Hon. Ishaku Maren - 

Member and Hon. Paul Datugum 

- Member.
Selection:
Rt. Hon. Moses Thomas Sule 

the Speaker and member 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  M i k a n g  

constituency Chairman, Rt. Hon. 

Gwottson Fom Dalyop Deputy 

Chairman.
Rules Business and Inter-

governmental:
Hon. Ishaku Maren the House 

Majority Leader and member 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  B o k k o s  

constituency Chairman, 
Hon. Agbalaka Ibrahim - 

Deputy Chairman.
House Services and Welfare:
Hon. Bala Fwangje representing 

Mangu South constituency 

Chairman, Hon. Kalamu Idris - 

Deputy Chairman.
Labour and Security:
Hon. Joseph Bukar the Deputy 

Minority Leader and member 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  S h e n d a m  

constituency Chairman,
Hon. Timothy Dantong - Deputy 

Chairman.
Fund Management:
Rt. Hon. Moses Thomas Sule 

S p e a k e r  a n d  m e m b e r  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  M i k a n g  

constituency Chairman, Rt. Hon. 

Gwottson Fom. - Deputy 

Chairman.

representing Langtang North 

Central, Chairman Hon. Adamu 

Aliyu - Deputy Chairman, Hon. 

Timothy Dantong - Member, Hon. 

Danjuma Azi - Member and Hon. 

Gabriel Dewan - Member.
Environment and Solid 

Minerals:
Hon. Kalamu Idris representing 

Dengi constituency is Chairman, 

Hon. Danjuma Azi - Deputy 

Chairman, Hon. Sani Shilak- 

Member, Hon. Rims Nimchak - 

Member and
Hon. Joeseph Gokum - Member.

As PLHA constitutes standing committees











ESTERDAY, I was on TikTok. I like 

TikTok because I get to see what falls Ythrough the cracks of the mainstream 

media. TikTok for me, represents the ticking of 

the clock. An onomatopoeia of time. The times 

that we live in and the people of today. It could 

be a report or it could be live.
Yesterday, On TikTok,I saw this university 

student wailing about the increment in her 

school fees which had been increased from 

N25,000 to N200,000. I felt very sad to see 

such a young person crying out for help over 

school fees. The young lady said that she was 

not supported financially by her parents and as 

such she was fending for herself in school.
 The increase in school fees in most 

universities came after the increase in the 

pump price of fuel or petrol. Unfortunately, 

these increase affects the students and their 

parents in ways that could only be imagined. 

Imagine a parent who has two children in the 

university with an increase of about 200%, 

how can a parent cope? how can a parent cope 

with even one child? Not to mention a student 

who fends for  his or herself? Even a civil 

servant can hardly cope these days.
The Guardian Newspaper, in its publication of 

July 13, 2023 said and I quote: “Many 

institutions have increased their fees by 100 to 

200 per cent, which may force some indigent 

students out of school. Already, most federal 

and state universities have raised their fees, to 

cushion the effects of funding challenges in 

public institutions. They justified the hike on 

poor government funding of tertiary education 

and rising inflation in the country, which shot 

up to 22.4 per cent, the highest in 17 years, 

according to the National Bureau of Statistics 

(NBS).”
Looking at the forgoing it is evident that the 

universities took their decisions without 

looking at the consequences of their actions on 

the students. The decision was hinged on 

operational reasons. One may not blame the 

universities because they have a school to run 

and they are not getting the necessary 

financial support from the government. 
Any society that places a premium on 

education will do well to make it as cheap as 

possible especially for the less privileged. 

Government universities used to be the only 

option for parents and students who could not 

afford private universities. As we spak, the 

government universities are competing with 

the private universities as far as school fees 

are concerned. It means that the common 

man and his children may not be able to afford 

University degrees. Consequently, no matter 

how much we try to reduce the rate of 

educational development in our society we 

may not achieve much if we do not start 

considering the subsidization of education.
The importance of education in an 

increasingly globalized and digitalized world 

cannot be overstressed. While the world is 

moving into artificial intelligence and robotics, 
we are still coming to terms with providing 

tietiary education for our teeming youths. In 

order not to be left behind in the global scheme 

of things, we need to critically look at our 

budgeting and finance as far as education is 

concerned. Education is the bedrock of every 

development. Education is what moves a 

society from ignorance to enlightenment. As 

such education has great returns on 

investment. UNESCO explains :“Literacy 

drives sustainable development, enables 

greater participation in the labour market, 

improves child and family health and nutrition, 

reduces poverty and expands l i fe  

opportunities. UNESCO's approach to literacy 

continues to evolve as the definition of what it 

means to be literate changes in an increasingly 

digitalized world.” Evidently, every society 

would like to increased participation in the 

labour markets to say the least not to mention 

improving child and family health and 

nutrition. UNESCO goes on to say : “Literacy 

empowers and liberates people. Beyond its 

importance as part of the right to education, 

literacy improves lives by expanding 

capabilities which in turn reduces poverty, 

increases participation in the labour market 

and has positive effects on health and 

sustainable development. Women empowered 

by literacy have a positive ripple effect on all 

aspects of development. They have greater 

life choices for themselves and an immediate 

impact on the health and education of their 

families, and in particular, the education of girl 

children”. From the foregoing, it is evident that 

education should be a critical priority in our 

society.

them and if that plea is not heard, they may 

unwillingly turn to crime. Consequently, 

subsidizing education, funding universities 

and ensuring that students can pay their 

school fees is one viable way of preventing 

crime in our society,
Due to hardship and poverty, many 

university students especially female, have 

turned to prostitution which they call hook up. 

In the same vein many young men have also 

turned to cultism and robbery. This increase in 

school fees will only further justify all their 

choices. The assets of any society include its 

youth. It is said that the youths of today are 

leaders of tomorrow. The quality of youths we 

have today will determine the quality of life in 

our society tomorrow. When a youth 

repeatedly turns to crime in order to be able to 

afford the basic needs of life such as 

education, food and shelter, it becomes a 

lifelong lifestyle. Ensuring that our youths 

become citizens of repute is ensuring the 

future of our society. It is cheaper to provide 

free education than it is to prevent crime or 

stop it.
I remember the days of yore, when I was in 

the university and the state government 

provided a yearly bursary to complement our 

parents' financial efforts in our education. It 

gave us a lot of focus because we did not have 

to leave our studies to go and do other jobs in 

order to pay our school fees which in fact, was 

next to nothing. Most of us came out with good 

grades because we could focus in class and we 

could focus when we read our books. We 

expect our graduates to be polished. How can 

they be polished? how can they speak good 

English?  how can they be grounded in the 

subjects or courses that they read when their 

minds are not in their lecture halls? How can 

they be focused when they are simply waiting 

for the lectures to end so that they can go and 

clean somebody's room, wash somebody's 

c l o t h e s ,  d o  s o m e b o d y ' s  h a i r  o r  

assignment,paint somebody's room or sleep 

with somebody for money so that they can 

afford their school fees? This is the reality.
I go back to the video that I watched of the 

young lady crying about her school fees and 

saying that she did not want to become a 

school dropout. I watched this video with an 

older person whose perspective was different. 

I said to her that I wished that the government 

would prioritize the subsidization of education 

above everything. She said to me everything is 

a process. I agree that everything is a process. 

However, I also believe that we can prioritize 

the most important things first. The education 

of by youths is a critical priority because it ties 

itself into many things in our society. When our 

viable demography is focused on money 

making rather than education, skill 

acquisition, and self-development, we will 

wake up one day to a breed that values money 

inordinately and believes that the end justifies 

the means.
The youth of today are traumatized. Imagine 

them having to pay a big sum of money on 

school fees which they have to toil for. Imagine 

that after graduating they still have to search 

for jobs that are almost nonexistent or few and 

far apart. It is no surprise that we have many 

frustrated youths in our society. We salute 

government efforts in filling these gaps but 

while government is busy trying to create jobs, 

we encourage that government should also 

subsidize education so that these students will 

focus on their studies and come out as ready 

material for the local and global labour 

markets.
 The quality of our manpower and human 

resources as a society is tied to the quality of 

our graduates. The quality of education may 

be excellent but if a student must pay through 

his or her nose to get it, if a student has to 

divide his or her attention in the lecture hall, 

he or she may come out half baked. Half-

baked graduates are everywhere today. I don't 

blame them. I often wonder what type of 

support they were given in the process of 

acquiring their education.
The propensity for young women to become 

prostitutes or high-flying escorts is turning our 

young ladies into epitomes of decadence. 

These are the mothers of tomorrow. A mother 

cannot give what she does not have. If a young 

lady believes that prostitution is justified and it 

is an easy way out, she will not bat an eyelid if 

her daughter does the same.
Yong men go to the university and join Cults 

sometimes because the cults provide financial 

support for them. When they graduate into the 

larger society,they simply continue in that 

path. We cannot fight cultism if it provides 

succor for our young men. No amount of 

convincing will stop a hungry youth or a poor 

youth from joining a cult if the court care for 

him or her more than the society does. As such 

we need to look at our priorities again. Are we 

going to reconsider this school fees issue? Are 

we going to encourage universities to 

backtrack a little? Are we going to subsidize 

these school fees for students? Are state 

universities going to declare free university 

education for their indigenes,are our federal 

universities is going to declare free education 

for every Nigerian youth.
The money budgeted for palliative could also 

be channeled into subsidizing education by  

providing all round free education for our 

youths. Parents pay school fees so the 

palliatives that are spent on school fees would 

also alleviates these struggle to pay school 

fees by parents or by students. Similarly, 

government can also provide buses for the 

transportation of students across town.
 It is important to keep our young 

demography motivated and happy. It is 

important to give them a sense of belonging 

and inclusion by way of supporting them 

financially in the education and creation of 

jobs for them when they leave the university. I 

can bet my last dime that the crime rate will 

drop and government will spend less on 

hunting down kidnappers, 419 agents, Yahoo, 

and Yahoo-plus boys.
Let us remember that in addition to 

exorbitant school fees, the students often 

spend half of their academic sessions at home 

because of incessant strikes. In essence, after 

toiling to pay their school fees, they are unable 

to effectively learn and absorb that which they 

should learn and absorb to become well-

rounded graduates. Furthermore, when some 

of them are at home during these strikes they 

engage in various forms of crime ranging from 

prostitution to armed robbery and advanced 

fee fraud.
Let us also remember that the youth of today 

are leaders of tomorrow. What we sow today 

we shall reap tomorrow. Our focus should 

therefore be fully on how we can solve the 

problem of these students starting with fully 

subsidizing their school fees and fully funding 

universities. We should also ensure that the 

lecturers are well paid and taken care of so 

that they can effectively transfer their 

knowledge to the next generation. Ensuring 

that the students and the lecturers are 

comfortable means that we will have no strikes 

at all. It also means that our students will be 

more focused on their education and the 

incidents of half-baked graduates will become 

a thing of the past. Half- baked graduates who 

can barely speak English, will not happen 

anymore and Nigerian University degrees will 

become more about learning and less about 

paper qualification.
In conclusion, I borrow from an a research 

paper written by Gregory Deborah Mallo and  

unpublished in The Middle European Scientific 

Bulletin. The writer says and I quote: “Nigerian 

higher education is plagued with many 

challenges. This paper discusses the various 

challenges facing higher education in Nigeria. 

To do this end, the researchers employed the 

use of secondary data. These data were 

sourced from online and print materials. 

Inadequate funding, corruption, inadequate 

infrastructural facilities, shortage of academic 

staff, Strike actions, Braindrain, poor 

research, weak administrators and 

insecurity.To resolve the challenges facing 

higher education in Nigeria, the following have 

been recommended: adequate funding of 

higher education, employment of more 

academic staff, provision of adequate 

infrastructural facilities, motivation of 

academic staff, appointment of qualified 

administrators, fight all forms of corruption in 

higher institutions, provision of adequate 

security in all higher institutions and 

implementation all agreement with union 

groups.”

One of the benefits of education is poverty 

alleviation. One of the consequences of 

poverty is crime and insecurity. When a 

student is unable to pay his or her school fees 

and is forced to drop out of school, these 

students may turn to unsavoury ways and 

means to pay his or her school fees. This 

means that these students could easily turn to 

crime if the government does not do 

something urgent to address the difficulty that 

they face in paying their school fees. While the 

government tries its best to create a crime 

free and secure environment on one hand , it 

may be unintentionally creating the reverse 

on the other hand, if students turn to crime to 

pay their own school  exorbitant fees. It may 

become a desperate survivalist situation for 

them, it may become a desperate plea from 
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ohbad after death is estimated to be worth 
more than 1.2 billion made from Msongwriting royalties as well as streaming 

revenues and downloads. 
He also became the 46th best selling digital artist 

in the world side stepping internationally 
recognized artist like Nicki Minaj, Lady Gaga, 
Eminem, 21 savage, Chris Brown, Wizkid and Burna 
Boy. 

Meanwhile before his death he was worth only 
15million naira. Like the hashtag #Endsars protest 
there were protest processions in different Nigerian 
states and outside Nigeria there was a massive 
billboard in New York with Mohbad’s images as calls 
for a probe into circumstances surrounding his 
death continued to gain global mileage mostly led 
by young people.  

Popular tracks of his like ‘ko por ke’, ‘ponmo’ ‘feel 
good’ ‘peace’ ‘marlian anthem’ have continued to 
top mainstream and streaming platforms because 
most people didn’t hear his songs until after his 
demise. He sang mostly in Yoruba but his lyrics 
carried crypted messages about his realities not 

un t i l  
his 

Continued on page 26Continued on page 26

death did it make sense he was fed up with life 
and his life being threatened but nobody was 
paying attention. 

For a 27-year-old to stomach such glory there 
was definitely more from where that came from. 
Ilerioluwa Oladimaji Aloba was better known by 
his stage name Mohbad. He was born on June 8, 
1996 in Lagos. He was a rapper, singer and 
songwriter from Lagos state. 

He was a signee under Marlian Records owned 
by Naira Marley. He rose to stardom with hit 
songs like ‘feel good’ and his collaboration KPK 
(KO POR KE) with rexxie which earned three 
nominations at The Headies awards in 2022, 
stamping his rank as a rising star in the Nigerian 
music industry. 

However, in 2022 he parted ways with the 
Marlian records and started his own record label 
IMOLENIZATION.  He died on September 12 
2023 under disturbing circumstances.  

In a report by punch Newspapers 6 October 
Mohbad alleged that he was assaulted by his 
management team after he demanded a change 
of manager. He further explained that he with 
his producer and a friend went to Naira Marly’s 
house to discuss the issue of him demanding a 
change of manager but it resulted in an outburst 
and they were attacked and beaten. 

He said Naira Marley was fully present and 
coordinated some of the attacks as he 
instructed the boys to beat them up.  In a video 
clip that went viral mohbad decked in a white 
singlet was seen with bruises on his back, neck 
and hand. 

Naira Marley debunked the claim describing 
the incident as a “family affair”. After MohBad's 
death, it was reported that he had filed a police 
report in June 2023 alleging that Samson 
Erinfolami Balogun, a music promoter 
nicknamed "Sam Larry" and a known associate 
of Marley's, had assaulted him and destroyed 

some of his property. In the report, MohBad 
said that Larry had interrupted a video 

shoot, leading a group of 15 men 
a r m e d  w i t h  f i r e a r m s  
and cutlasses who claimed to work 
for monarch Oba Elegushi.
Police later said MohBad had not 

attended a subsequent meeting to 
address the allegations, and 
that Balogun and others 
accused of the assault had 
t h e n  f i l e d  
a defamation complaint.

E legushi  re leased a 
s ta tement  d i s tanc ing  
himself from Balogun and 
expressing condolences on 
MohBad's death.  Sam 
Larry also released a 

HIS was the question on the Tlips of guests who graced 
the Esama of Benin kingdom, 
C h i e f  G a b r i e l  O s awa r u  
Igbinedion's 89th birthday 
celebration. Pastor Ayodele 
Oritsejafor who was a onetime 
President of the Christian 
Association of Nigeria, CAN, and 
later Pentecostal Fellowship of 
Nigeria, PFN, an umbrella body 
for Pentecostal churches, was 
one of the special guests at the 
lavish birthday ceremony where 
he spoke a few words of 
adulation about the celebrant. 
Conspicuously missing by his 
side was his wife, Pastor Mrs 
Helen Oritsejafor. Instead, a 
dark skinned, slim looking woman was his companion at the 
birthday party. Mrs Oritsejafor's absence naturally re-ignited talks 
about the state of their marriage.

It is recalled that late last year, there were talks that the 25-year 
marriage of the founder and Senior Pastor of Word of Life Bible 
Church, located in Warri, Nigeria had shockingly collapsed. The 
former couple was alleged to have been bickering these past few 
years over allegations of infidelity and fraud, which compelled Mrs 
Oritsejafor to move out of her matrimonial home and relocate to 
the United Kingdom.

The rumour that the marriage was troubled began when Mrs 
Oritsejafor shunned church activities, including the week-long 
celebration of her husband's 50th anniversary in ministry. She 
released a statement, claiming that all was well with her marriage. 
But later, she spent the Christmas holiday with her three children 
abroad away from her husband. She shared photos taken while 
having fun with them and posted it on her Instagram page. She 
captioned the photos “Christmas time out with my kids”.

Today, a glance at their individual social media pages says it all. 
They have only photos or videos of themselves individually 
without the other. Perhaps, it is safe to say, they prefer their 
arrangement this way. Pastor Oritsejafor got married to Helen in 
1997, 13 months after the death of his late wife Stella with whom 
he founded the World of Life Bible Church on November 15, 1987.

 friend of the deceased, AUmanu Elijah, made the 
announcement on his Facebook 
page on Saturday.
According to the obituary shared 
by Elijah, Granville died on 
Thursday, September 21, after a 
protracted illness.
The family also noted that the 
burial arrangement for the 
Tinsel actor will soon be 
communicated.
The obituary read, “It is with a 
heavy heart that the family 
announces the passing of Amb 
D r  C h a r l e s  A l e x a n d e r  
Atombosoba Granville after a 
protracted illness on Thursday, the 21st of September 2023.
“Words truly can't describe the impact this sudden demise is 
having on family, friends and well-wishers, taking solace in the 
phrase 'God knows best!'.
“Funeral arrangements will be communicated in due course.”

Mohbad; glory that should have been Where is Mrs Helen Oritsejafor?

Filmmaker and actor 
Charles Granville is dead

I have no hands in Mohbad's death

ARLIAN Music record owner, Azeez Fashola, popularly known Mas Naira Marley, has once again cleared the air about his non-
involvement in the death of Nigerian singer, Ilerioluwa Aloba, better 
known as Mohbad.

Naira Marley, in a statement shared on his Instagram handle on 
Tuesday, expressed his readiness to assist the police in unravelling 
the circumstances surrounding the death of his former signee, 
Mohbad.

This is coming exactly two weeks after Mohbad was reported dead 
at the age of 27 in Lagos State.

He was buried on September 13. However, following an 

- Naira Marley
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HE World Bank on 
recently advised the TCentral Banks of 

Nigeria, Ethiopia, and 
Uganda to refrain from 
unconventional measures 
that might undermine their 
monetary policies.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
Washington Bank, these 
m e a s u r e s  i n c l u d e  
“monetizing the fiscal 
deficit, direct lending 
interventions, untargeted 
subsidy programs, and 
foreign exchange controls.”

The lender emphasised the 
critical challenge of inflation 
f a c e d  b y  m o n e t a r y  
authorities in the region, 
particularly in countries 
s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  
“underdeveloped financial 
systems, a substantial 
informal sector, and a lack of 
coord inat ion  between 
mone t a r y  and  f i s c a l  
policies.”

T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
highlighted the potential 
consequences, stating, “If 
monetary and fiscal actions 
a r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  
coordinated to bring down 
inflation, the risk of de-
a n c h o r i n g  i n f l a t i o n  
expectations would fuel 
further inflation, accelerate 
interest rate increases, and 
exacerbate the deceleration 
of economic activity.”

In its Africa’s Pulse report, 
the World Bank underscored 
the persistent inflationary 
challenges faced by most 
regional countries.

Africa’s Pulse is a bi-annual 
publication of the Office of 
the Chief Economist in the 
World Bank Africa Region. It 
analyses the continent’s 
s ho r t - t e rm  e conom i c  
p r o s p e c t s ,  c u r r e n t  
development challenges, 
and a special development 
topic.

The 2023 edition of the 
report  attr ibuted the 
inflationary challenges to 
several factors, including “a 
global demand slowdown, 
e a s e d  s u p p l y  c h a i n  
d i s r u p t i o n s ,  l o w e r  
commodity prices, and 
stricter monetary policies.”

Despi te  a projected 
decrease to 7.3 percent in 
2023 from 9.3 percent in 
2022, 18 countries are still 
contending with double-
digit inflation.

The report highlighted the 
impact on households, 
particularly the poor, who 
allocate a significant portion 
of their earnings to food, 
due to rising food and fuel 
c o s t s  and  weakened  
domestic currencies.

Regarding fiscal matters, 
the report  expressed 
concern over the slow 
p r o g r e s s  o f  f i s c a l  
consolidation efforts in 
some countries. In 2023, 
fiscal deficits remain higher 
than pre-pandemic levels 
for nearly two-thirds of the 
region’s nations.

The World Bank stressed 
the urgency of addressing 
these issues, emphasizing 
the need for “domestic 
resource mobilization and 
efficient spending” to 
mitigate fiscal and debt 
sustainability risks, curb 
inflation, and create room 
f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  
expenditure.

T h e  W o r l d  B a n k  

acknowledged the efforts 

of certain countries, such 

as Kenya and Ghana, in 

implementing revenue 

reforms, and Angola and 

Nigeria in subsidy reforms, 

signifying the region’s 

commitment to fiscal 

consolidation.
Additionally, the adoption 

of digital tools for tax 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  

compliance has become a 

recent trend in the region.

n a bid to tackle food Iinsecur i ty,  the Hon. 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Food Security, Senator 
A b u b a k a r  Ky a r i ,  h a s  
expressed his readiness to 
partner with International 
F u n d  f o r  A g r i c u l t u ra l  
Development (IFAD) to 
strengthen food security in 
the Country.

This was made known 
during a courtesy visit to his 
o f f i ce  by the Country 
Represen ta t i ve  o f  the  
Internat iona l  Fund for  
Agricultural Development in 
Nigeria (IFAD) Mrs. Dede 
Ekoue, on Wednesday 4th 
October 2023.

The Minister revealed that 
since 1985, IFAD had been 
Nigeria’s trusted partner for 
reducing rural poverty, 
pointing out that President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu was 
committed to his Renewed 
Hope Agenda to implement 
programmes and policies that 
would enhance food security, 
job creation and poverty 
eradication.

He pointed out that to 
achieve these, the President 
declared a state of emergency 
on food security.

Sen. Kyari thanked IFAD for 
its support and opportunities 
presented to the country. He 
noted that Nigeria is faced 
with challenges, stressing 
that the door was open for 
contributions and assistance 
to ensure food availability for 
the populace.

The Minister also pointed out 
that, four out of the eight 
point agenda of Mr. President 
was devoted to food security, 

hence the Ministry has a 
critical role to play to achieve 
the Agenda.

Speaking further, he stated 
that the country’s yield was 
low due to insecurity, flood 
and climate change thus 
needs all assistance from 
International partners.

He stressed the need for 
capacity building in IFAD 
programmes with a designed 
exist strategy that would 
ensure continuity.

In her remarks, the Country 
representative, International 
Fund  f o r  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  
Development (IFAD) Mrs. 
Dede Ekoue noted with 
delight, the cooperation of 
the Ministry with IFAD at 
different fora as well as the 
commitment of the country 
towards food security.

She recalled that Nigerian’s 

cooperation with IFAD dates 

back to 1985 with support to 

small holder farmers which 

gave rise to food security.
Mrs. Ekoue noted that her 

visit was to renew the 

commitment of IFAD to food 

security, pointing out that IFAD 

h a d  d e v e l o p e d  a  n e w  

cooperation strategy that 

would guide its investment and 

cooperation.
She  r o l l e d  ou t  many  

opportunities available to 

N i g e r i a  t o  i n c l u d e ;  

strengthening technology and 

mechanization, strengthening 

w o m e n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  

i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  a n i m a l  

husbandry, strengthening the 

private sector contributions to 

food systems among others.

Agric Ministry to 
collaborate with IFAD 

etrol marketers have Pdisapproved of the 
monopoly in the supply of the 
product into the country, even 
as they confirmed that 
subsidy has crept in following 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  
intervention.

They said the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company 
Limited (NNPC) Limited 
should not be the sole 
importer of petrol into the 
country, considering the 
provisions of the Petroleum 
Industry Act (PIA).

“First of all, we need to get 
out of the bottleneck we have 
created for ourselves, in which 
the NNPC is the sole importer 
of fuel into Nigeria,” said Tunji 
Oyebanji, MD/CEO of 11 Plc, 
said on Thursday at the annual 
conference of the Association 
of Energy Correspondents of 
Nigeria in Lagos.

Oyebanji, a former chairman 
of the Major Oil Marketers 
Assoc ia t i on  o f  N ige r i a  
(MOMAN), said the NNPC’s 
monopoly has to be broken. 
“The monopoly of a single 
supplier in the country needs 
to be dismantled because it’s 
i n e f f i c i e n t  a n d  n o t  
sustainable.”

On May 29, President Bola 
T inubu announced  the  
removal of the petrol subsidy – 
a development that led to an 
increase in the pump price of 
the product from N186 per 
litre to over N500. The price 
was further raised in July to as 
high as N617.

The subsidy removal coupled 
with a foreign exchange 
reform that led to a sharp 
devaluation of the naira in 
mid-June was expected to 
encourage private marketers 
to join the NNPC in petrol 

importation. One or two 
operators brought in the 
product but the government’s 
announcement that pump 
prices would not increase 
further amid rising global oil 
prices and naira devaluation 
put a damper on marketers’ 
efforts to import the product.

“We have to find ways of 
bringing other players into the 
importation business so that 
there’s competit ion and 
efficiency. Then we need to look 
at the whole logistics chain,” 
Oyebanji said.

 “Today, there may be three or 
four facilities that can take 
vessels of the size of 120,000 
metric tonnes. If we have more 
of those kinds of facilities, we 
will bring larger vessels into the 
country,” he added.

He said the regulators should 
be careful not to take actions 
that go against the PIA.

Petro l  marketers have 
disapproved of the monopoly in 
the supply of the product into 
the country, even as they 
confirmed that subsidy has 
c r ep t  i n  f o l l ow ing  the  
government’s intervention.

They said the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company 
Limited (NNPC) Limited should 
not be the sole importer of 
petrol into the country, 
considering the provisions of 
the Petroleum Industry Act 
(PIA).

“First of all, we need to get out 
of the bottleneck we have 
created for ourselves, in which 
the NNPC is the sole importer of 
fuel into Nigeria,” said Tunji 
Oyebanji, MD/CEO of 11 Plc, 
said on Thursday at the annual 
conference of the Association of 
Energy Correspondents of 
Nigeria in Lagos.

Oyebanji, a former chairman 
of the Major Oil Marketers 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  N i g e r i a  

Cardoso

W’Bank cautions CBN 
against FX control

Petrol marketers decry supply monopoly.

Kyari

Kyari

(MOMAN), said the NNPC’s 
monopoly has to be broken. 
“The monopoly of a single 
supplier in the country needs 
to be dismantled because it’s 
i n e f f i c i e n t  a n d  n o t  
sustainable.”

On May 29, President Bola 
T inubu announced the  
removal of the petrol subsidy 
– a development that led to an 
increase in the pump price of 
the product from N186 per 
litre to over N500. The price 
was further raised in July to as 
high as N617.

The  subs idy  remova l  
coupled with a foreign 
exchange reform that led to a 
sharp devaluation of the naira 
in mid-June was expected to 
encourage private marketers 
to join the NNPC in petrol 
importation. One or two 
operators brought in the 
product but the government’s 
announcement that pump 
prices would not increase 
further amid rising global oil 
prices and naira devaluation 
put a damper on marketers’ 
efforts to import the product.

“We have to find ways of 
bringing other players into the 
importation business so that 
there’s competition and 
efficiency. Then we need to 
look at the whole logistics 
chain,” Oyebanji said.

 “Today, there may be three 
or four facilities that can take 
vessels of the size of 120,000 
metric tonnes. If we have 
more of those kinds of 
facilities, we will bring larger 
vessels into the country,” he 
added.

He said the regulators 
should be careful not to take 
actions that go against the 
PIA.

According to him, the PIA 

h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  

petroleum prices have to be fixed 

or determined by market forces. 

“That is the law, and it is very 

clear.”
Since the last increase in the 

pump price of petrol in July, the 

product has been held constant. 

This is despite the rise in global oil 

prices which has pushed the 

pump price of diesel to over 

N1,000 from around N640-N700 

in July
In August, Tinubu assured 

Nigerians that there would be no 

increase in the pump price of 

petrol anywhere in the country.
“Is there still subsidy? I will say 

yes, in some areas,” Clement 

Isong, executive secretary of 

MOMAN, said during a panel 

session at the event. “The 

subsidy, as it was, must never 

come back.”
He said while the government 

can intervene, the intervention 

should be clear and time-bound.
He said the higher prices should 

force the consumers to be more 

efficient and the operators to look 

for innovative ways of pushing 

down their costs to be competitive 

in the market.
 ““If the pump price of petrol had 

stayed at N185 per litre today 

with the current global oil prices, 

Nigeria would have collapsed,” 

Isong said. “So the subsidy is 

much less than it used to be, but 

for us to get to where we want to 

be, we must make some 

adjustments.”
He said the adjustments would 

be in the area of infrastructural 

and operational investments. 

“This will have an impact on 

working capital and cost of funds 

and  we  s t i l l  have  l o ca l  

investments to make respect to 

public health awareness and 

safety.”
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statement explaining why he attacked Mohbad at a 
video shoot he said he had given Mohbad N2 million 
two years ago to perform at his mother’s annual 
remembrance concert in Ikorodu but he failed to 
show up and when he challenged him about it, the 
singer claimed to have not been feeling fine. 
According to the note, Sam Larry asked Mohbad for 
a refund but the singer claimed that he lost his 
phone and money after the NDLEA raided where he 
was staying so he was broke. 

The statement revealed further that Sam Larry 
later heard Mohbad was shooting a music video 
somewhere close to his house and he went there to 
ask for his money before an argument ensued and 
one of the singer’s friends promised that the money 
would be refunded. 

Sam Larry allegedly claimed in the statement that 
he later traveled to Kenya to find a new African 
musician to perform at his mother’s annual 
remembrance and he has been away since August 
20, even before Mohbad died. These incident as 
reported by Mohbad before he died expressly made 
Naira Marley and Sam Larry prime suspects in the 
leading cause of his death which was why a lot of 
people were angry and in all the procession for 
Mohbad kept calling for the heads of Naira Marley 
and Sam Larry.

More inquest into some of the leads Mohbad left 
behind was his time with the Marlians. In Naira 
Malays response to Mohbad’s assault he said it was 
a family affair. The next question that comes to 
mind is, What kind of family could this be? 

Groups and individuals who offer a similitude of 
togetherness, care, concern, growth, cooperation, 
friendship, commitment easily pass for the title 
family. Most times they have structures and big 
platforms that could give an Upper hand in 
succeeding at different endeavors with promises of 
unending possibilities. 

But they do not exist without rules and 
regulations, way of life, standards and tenets it is 
mostly binding on members by legal agreements 
and in obnoxious cases result in violent and fetish 
means of enforcing binding rules on members. 
Mohbad obviously didn’t have a healthy relationship 
with this so-called family of his as he said in a tweet 
as reported by punch newspaper “I have always just 

Continued from page 18

investigation by the 
Lagos State Police 
Command to unravel 
the cause of his 
death, Mohbad's 
r e m a i n s  w e r e  
exhumed for an 
autopsy.

The Lagos State 
Police Command last 
Thursday confirmed 
the conclusion of the 
autopsy.

The Lagos State 
Po l ice Command 
Pub l i c  Re la t ions  
Officer, Benjamin 
H u n d e y i n ,  w h o  
c o n f i r m e d  t h e  
developments to our 
correspondent in an exclusive telephone interview said, “Mohbad's 
corpse has been exhumed and medical experts have successfully 
concluded the autopsy on the corpse tonight. Our concern as the 
police is the outcome of the autopsy, as we're expecting the result 
soon.”

But in the statement on his Instagram page on Tuesday, Naira 
Marley said all manner of stories had been pedded against him in 
respect of Mohbad's death, adding that, “Permit me to categorically 
state that I have no hand in the death of Ilerioluwa, either directly or 
indirectly. It is not unusual in the industry, just like in several other 
industries, to have family friction, even amongst blood relatives.”

While praying for the soul of the deceased to rest in peace, Naira 
Marley said, “As it is traumatic for a lot of people to bear the reality of 
lleri's death, so it is to me.”

He said the reason for his being silent since the death of Mohbad 
was in order not to jeopardise the investigation being carried out by 
government agencies.

In addition, he noted, “I have been out of the country since the 31st 
of August, 2023 and I'm yet to return.”

Expressing his readiness to assist relevant agencies in the 
investigation process, Naira Marley added, “In light of the police 
invitation, I am making arrangements to return to the country to 
assist the investigation and give my version of the events. I am fully 
cooperating with the Police team and I certainly have no reason to be 
a fugitive when l have no hand in his death.”

“In due time, the circumstances surrounding Mohbad's death will be 
unveiled and the world will know the truth. This kind of scenario of 
attempting to set someone up is not novel in the industry as other 
great musicians have experienced the same and came out better and 
stronger. Mine will not be an exception as I am innocent of the 
accusations,” part of the statement read.

wanted to create good music and to provide for 
my family and myself through my music. 

As an Artiste from the street, I thought the 
Marlian Family would be a good place for me. 
“However, recent events and certain truths have 
come to light which threaten my peace, health 
and career. The kind of relationships and 
affiliation one keeps can either stabilize or cause 
mental stress their activities will often rub-off 
on you whether you approve of it or not. 

Many young talents have good intentions of 
creating good music thereby creating 
sustainable income for themselves and their 
families but have gullibly fallen into the trap of 
some of these vicious families without knowing 
in toto what the cost can be. Young people need 
to be weary of associations and their activities.  

All that glitters is not gold. Excessive use of 
drugs is also tagged a possible cause of his 
death. From testimonies about his life, it was 
obvious that he was messed up already by 
drugs He could have died of drug related 
p sychos i s  due  t o  endo rph i n s  and  
neurotransmitters like serotonin that controls 
the mood. Drug consumption has from time in 
memorial been the bane of many music and 
musicians. 

It’s an affliction that’s always lurking in every 
sniff and sip. It has dragged many musicians 
down the drain. Even outside the shores of 
Nigeria there exist this subsisting and notorious 
notion that drug consumption contributes 
highly to artistic inspiration. In an article from 
Cable newspaper titled ‘The Mohbad in Nigeria 
at 63’ written by Festus Adedayo highlighted a 
one-time renowned artist who lost her life to 
drug addiction after suffering brain damage - 
Brenda Fassie.  

She was a south African diva who was so 
talented in the art of singing so much so that 
times magazine dubbed her the Madonna of 
townships. She was a wonder to behold the 
memory of her stage performance of her 
famous song ‘vulindlela’ still resonate so much 
energy and excitement. 

Unfortunately, she died at the age of 40 before 
she could climax her career. Drugs is a 

temporary joy giver. For the pleasure it 
gives it reduces your life span. 

The human body is designed to enable  
performance optimally. Instead of drugs 
enhancing performance as many have 
claim it does to them, drugs could 
conspire to cut your life short without 
notice. The situation is one which we 
cannot ask the dead what happened. 
people will continue to puck until they can 
come to a logical conclusion to the cause 
of Mohbad’s death the Autopsy carried 
out should expose vivid cause of his 
untimely death. 

Without pointing fingers, the behavior 
and conduct of some of his immediate 
family and some well-wishers have raised 
suspicions therefore the Nigerian police 
should look in all direction in fact victims 
should be treated as suspects. It has now 
become a matter of public interest. 

It is public outcry that has open up this 
can of warms and in a very positive way it 
is good for our society, relevant 
authorities are on their toes; the police, 
media, judiciary, and the legislature. 

There is constant update and media has 
tagged it developing story in other to 
pacify the public. If only Nigerians can 
find a common threshold where it hits 
everyone with the same gravity then we 
c a n  u n i t e  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  
#justiceformohbad and #endsars protest 
and call out the common evil and uphold 
what is true and just for our society, for 
the common good of everyone and the 
generation to come.

OLOMBIAN singer and Csongwriter, Shakira, 
46, has once again been 
accused by prosecutors of 
defrauding the Spanish 
treasury of £5.75 million, 
and may face up to eight 
years in prison if convicted.

The singer is already due 
to go on trial on November 
20, at a court in Barcelona, 
for six counts of tax fraud 
she allegedly committed in 
2012, 2013 and 2014.

If found guilty of the six 
counts of tax fraud, 
amount ing to £12.6 
million, Shakira could face a prison sentence of up to eight years, 
Daily Mail reports Tuesday.

Shakira, however, has denied any wrongdoing and insisted she 
would fight the accusations levied against her in court instead of 
seeking a last-minute deal with Spanish state prosecutors.

She said she had acted in accordance with the law and under the 
advice of the best tax experts.

Spanish tax inspectors reportedly spent more than a year 
checking up on Shakira, even visiting her favourite hairdressers in 
Barcelona and checking her social media to try to show she spent 
most of the three years in dispute in Spain.

They claimed she had spent 242 days in Spain in 2012, 212 days in 
2013 and 243 days in the country in 2014 before indicting her with 
six counts of tax fraud for those three years.

Continued from page 18

Mohbad; glory that should have been I have no hands in Mohbad's death
- Naira Marley

Shakira faces eight years jail term 
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Emir charges title holders
 on loyalty

HE Emir of Bauchi, Dr. 
R i lwanu Su la iman TAdamu, has charged all 

traditional title holders in the 
state to remain upright, loyal 
and diligent in the discharge 
of their responsibilities.

The Emir gave the charge 
while officially turbaning a 
popular business mogul, Alh. 
Yakubu Ibrahim as the 
Santurakin Bauchi in his 
palace.

 According to the Emir, "This 
would help in upholding the 
sacred nature of the Bauchi 
Emirate Council and enhance 
its mutual trust and reverence 
of the good people of Bauchi 
State".

He however, urged the 
newly installed traditional title 
holder to always tread the 
footprint of his late father, Alh. 
Yakubu Lame, who held the 
title with absolute dignity, 
patience and fear of God.  

"Your late father had been a 
good ambassador of the 
emirate whose enormous 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
upliftment of the living 
standards of the people of the 
state and the emirate in 
p a r t i c u l a r  w e r e  
unquantifiable, especially as 
regards to their livelihood,"  
the Emir said.

Speaking shortly after his 
i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  I b r a h i m  
appreciated the Emir for 
finding him worthy of wearing 
his late father's shoes at the 
Emirate Council.

He promised to abide by the 
culture and traditions of the 
institution, as well as assuring 
to positively contribute to the 
emirate and pledged his 
unalloyed loyalty to the emir, 

praying to God to enable him 
succeed in the tasks ahead.

"By the grace of the Almighty 
Allah, i will do what will push 
the emirate, Bauchi State and 
the country at large, forward.

"Santuraki is a post that has 
been in existence for a very 
long time and it means the 
most trustworthy amongst the 
sons of a king in Kano.

"If a child is very close to the 
king and does all his biddings, 
he will be bestowed the title 
Sarkin Turaka which is 
Santuraki in abbreviation.

"Thank God the name 
Santuraki came to Bauchi and 
I was chosen as one which I 
inherited from my late father," 
he explained.

Also, one of the kingmakers, 
Alh. Aliyu Yakubu, District 
Head of Lame, who lauded the 

Emir for putting a round peg in a 
round hole, said the installation 
was not only important to the 
people of Lame District but to 
the Bauchi Emirate Council as 
well as the people of the state in 
general.

"We believe that the new title 
holder is equal to the task 
because he is such a person that 
is obedient.

 "I want to believe that this 
Emirate has done the real thing 
they were supposed to do by 
fishing out somebody that is 
dedicated, honest, sincere and 
hard working.

The colourful ceremony was 
graced by a number of the 
emirate council members, 
relatives, friends, supporters 
and well-wishers who prayed for 
the guidance and blessings of 
the emir on the new Santurakin 
Bauchi.

From ABBAS GUNGURA,
 Bauchi.

Adamu,

H E  B e n u e  S t a t e  TC o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
Information, Culture and 
Tourism, Mr. Mathew Abo 
who was abducted at his 
residence in Zaki-Biam on 
Sunday September 24th, 
2023 has regained his 
freedom early today.

Sources disclosed that his 
abductors released him in 
the early hours of today and 
he has already reunited 
with his family.

The sources which did not 
state whether the N60 
million or any money 
demanded as ransom was 
paid or not, said the 
commissioner returned in 
good health

He spent 10 days in 
captivity before freedom 
came his way.

His release could be 
attributed to intensified 
security operations, spirited 
negotiations as well as 
prayers by individuals and 
groups.

Staff of the Benue State 
Ministry of Information, 
Cu l ture  and Tour ism 
mounted concerted prayer 
sessions for the safe release 
of the commissioner.

Benue State Governor, 
Rev Fr Dr Hyacinth Alia who 
condemned the abduction, 
also directed the security 

Kidnapped Benue commissioner 
regains freedom

From 
TERESE TUHWA, Makurdi 

agencies to ensure the 
r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  
commissioner.

It could be recalled that 
gunmen came on four 
motorcycles, ordered 
everyone in the house 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
commissioner's wife and 
children to lie face down 

and took him away to an 
unknown destination on 
one of the motorcycles.

The abduction took place 
after 8 pm on Sunday 24th 
September, 2023.

Abo was sworn-in as a 
member of the Benue 
State Executive Council on 
August 29th, 2023.

Don attributes crisis of development to poor governance

 retired professor from Athe Department of 
Sociology, University of Jos, 
Professor Etannibi E. O. 
Alemika, says, the crises of 
development and security 
in Nigeria were as a result of 
growing governance failure 
and government decline in 
its responsiveness and 

performance in our country.
 He sated this recently 

wh i l e  de l i ve r i ng  h i s  
Valedictory Lectures and 
Public Presentation of a 
book in his honour, held at 
the conference hall of the 
Faculty of Social Sciences, 
University of Jos, the 
Plateau State capital.

 The Professor said, 

"Nigeria has been embroiled 
in a lingering deepening of 
underdevelopment and 
insecurity. The crises of 
development and security in 
the country are due to 
g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  
government failures caused 
by labyrinth of forces that 
are interwoven and caused 
by anomie.

 Nigeria's potential for 
mob i l i s a t i on  t owa rds  
development and security is 
i m p a i r e d  b y  w i d e  
disagreement over virtually 
a l l  i s s u e s  e x c e p t  
unrestrained and obsessive 
wealth acquisition and 
ostentatious lifestyle not 
predicated on industry and 
hardworking.

 "I argue that growing 
governance failure and 
progressive decline in 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  a n d  
performance in Nigeria, are 
consequences of growing 
disruptive, dysfunctional 
and d iscordant  va lue 
priorities since the late 
1970s", he enthused.

 A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
c e l e b r a n t ,  "  m a j o r  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  
development and and 

security crises in the 
country since the late 
1970s include militarism, 
a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  
impunity, shrinking access 
to public goods and 
s e r v i c e s ;  e c o n o m i c  
distortion and decline; 
p o v e r t y ;  c o l l e c t i v e  
aggression, violence and 
crimes.

 "These conditions are 
p r i m a r i l y  t h e  
consequences  o f  an  
authoritarian and illiberal 
government that rules 
without consultation and 
accountability, indices of 
bad governance. These 
tendencies significantly 
r e s u l t e d  f r o m  
expungement of norms, 
rules and processes that 
promote an effective, 
r e s p o n s i v e  a n d  
accountable public service 
sector", Alemika observed.

Earlier, the Head of 
Sociology Department, Dr. 
Gimba H. Dikop, described 
the lecture as timely 
fo l lowing repor ts  o f  
challenges this country 
was facing today, because 
our values were the driving 
force of every development 
and should be taken 

By EZEKIEL DONTINNA

waterways.
Briefing newsmen at the 

end of the State Executive 

Council meeting held  

recently and presided over 

by the state Deputy 

Governor, Barr Dr. Sam 

Ode, Commissioner for 

Works and Housing, Mr. 

Tiza Imojime explained 

that the Council also 

frowned at the collapsed 

church building at North 

Bank area in Makurdi which 

claimed the life of a pastor.
He said the Council 

a p p r o v e d  t h a t  a l l  

structures within the state 

that failed structural 

integrity tests as well as 

those built on waterways 

should be pulled down. 
He said the decision was 

to ensure protection of 

lives and property of people 

of the state.
"The EXCO concluded that 

every building in the state 

that lacks structural and 

integrity tests and those on 

waterways should be 

removed, " he said
The commissioner added 

that exco also directed 

M i n i s t r y  o f  R u r a l  

D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

Coopera t i ves ,  U rban  

Development, Works and 

Housing as well as that of 

Lands, Survey and Solid 

Minerals, to carry out an 

integrity test on the 

collapsed church building 

with a view to ascertaining 

the cause of the collapse to 

H E  B e n u e  S t a t e  TExecutive Council has 

approved the demolition of 

all structures that failed 

structural integrity tests as 

well as those built on 

Benue Excutive councilL approves demolition 
of illegal structures 

enable government to 

make informed decision.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

commissioner, exco also 

directed Benue youths to 

avail themselves to the 

Ministry of Youths, Sports 

and Creativity to be 

captured in its database for 

proper planning. He added 

that the move was to 

enable government get the 

exact database of youth in 

the state for effective 

p l a n n i n g  a n d  

implementation of youth 

related policies
T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

explained that the Council 

also called on Benue people 

to embrace agriculture as 

an enabling environment 

has already been created 

by the administration of 

Governor Hyacinth Alia.
He added that plans have 

already been concluded to 

address the immediate 

needs of the people to 

enable them to get the best 

in the sector.
On the general state of 

infrastructure in the state, 

the commissioner said 

plans were underway to 

address the same.
"I have embarked on an 

assessment of roads 

infrastructure in the state 

in order to have first-hand 

information on their status. 

Federal roads in the state 

have also been assessed 

and efforts are on to meet 

relevant federal agencies 

to intervene" he said.

From TERESE TUHWA, 
Makurdi 

Prof. Etannibi

Abo 
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Mr. Paul Jatau, addressing the Staff, flanked by some of his Management Staff

Cross section of Head of Directorates

Cross section of Staff listening attentively

Cross section of senior Staff at the meeting

GENERAL MANAGER ADDRESSES STAFF
The Acting General Manager, Plateau Publishing Corporation (PPC) Jos, Mr. Paul Jatau, recently addressed Staff of the Corporation at the Paste-up of 

the Corporation, JD Gomwalk House, Jos

DSC Grace Guyo (right) decorating the First Lady of Plateau State, Barr. Mrs. Helen 
Mutfwang as Ambassador of NDLEA while Mustapha Umar Yahuza of Plateau State 
Commander looks on

Barr. Mrs. Helen Mutfwang, wife of the Governor  (middle) in a group photograph 
with the NDLEA Staff

Shadrach Dapiye, ASC, Investigation and Training (left) with Muhammed Assi, Asst. 
State Commander

DSC Murtala Sonoi, Deputy State Commander, Operation and Training (right) with 
DSC Ibrahim Musa, Deputy State Commander

NDLEA HONOURS FIRST LADY
The Plateau State Command, National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) paid a visit to the First Lady of Plateau State, Barr. Mrs. Helen Mutfwang 

at Government House Rayfield, Jos
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r s e n a l  a n d  
Manchester City Awill  p lay the 

game of the day when 
the Gunners play host to 
C i ty  today  at  the  
Emirate.

The game will see the 
Gunners at their most 
vulnerable since both 
teams started going neck 
and neck for the Premier 
League title last season.

The Gunners are dealing 
with many injuries and 
fitness issues in their 
squad, and Mikel Arteta is 
stretched thin. The lack of 
adequate staffing in all 
positions on the pitch was 
e v i d e n t  a g a i n s t  
Bournemouth for Arsenal. 
The Spanish manager will 
be even more worried with 
Manchester City on the 
horizon.

A loss to his former boss, 
Pep Guardiola, will not be 
seen as a big issue due to 
the former Barcelona and 
Bayern Munich manager 
being the undisputed best 
coach in the world. 
However, it will cause 
worry for Arteta, who has 
failed in all his attempts to 
get the better of Guardiola.

This time around, he 
could have his thin squad 
to blame. However, it will 
not just be a normal loss. It 
will be a loss that could 
significantly affect their 
chances of finishing in the 
top four at the end of the 
2023/24 Premier League 
season.

Arsenal's incredible run 
inspired so many in the 
league that the title race is 
now more diverse than 
ever. Brighton & Hove 
Albion and Aston Villa have 
joined the race this season, 
wh i le  L iverpoo l  and 
Tottenham Hotspur have 
put their houses in order 
after both teams' disasters 
last season.

The race looks more even 
with these teams who 
make up the top six. There 
is also the threat of a 
resurgent West Ham 
United, buoyed by their 
European success from 
last term. Despite faltering 
at the start of their 
campaign, Newcast le 
United is not counted out 
either.

However, one thing 
Arsenal have got going for 
them this season is their 
renewed grit not to lose 
games without a fight. 

Going into matchday 
seven of the 2023/24 
Premier League season, 
Arsenal was one of 10 
teams in Europe across 
various league tiers to be 
u n b e a t e n  i n  a l l  
competitions.

 Manchester City will be 
traveling to North London 

to try and put that grit to 
the test, especially after 
the Gunners 

 just 
before the start of the 
season.

The game promises to be 
interest ing and very 
different from their clashes 
in the 2022/23 season. 
Read on for match ticket 
information, team news, 
and our prediction on the 
game's outcome.

The 60,704-capacity 
stadium is expected to be 
chock-full of screaming 

beat them to 
the Community Shield

fans thanks to the brewing 
rivalry between both teams. 

Declan Rice had a back 
injury in the North London 
derby, where Arsenal could 
only pick up a point. The 
English-record signing 
played only the first 45 
minutes of that game 
before being taken off, but 
Arteta is confident that the 
player's issue is not serious. 

He will not be rushed back 
i n t o  t h e  g a m e  b u t  
depending on his fitness 
level, the Spanish manager 
may take the risk of starting 

him against City. 
Bukayo Saka also left the 

North London derby with a 
knock but with the 22-
year-old's rapid recovery 
rate, he could be fit as a 
fiddle for the Manchester 
City clash. Arteta is also 
sweating over the fitness 
of Gabriel Martinelli, who 
was initially scheduled to 
return to the pitch two 
weeks ago. It is still being 
determined if he will be fit 
t o  s t a r t  a g a i n s t  
Manchester City.

On the other hand, the 

Premier League defending 
champions will be without 
Kevin De Bruyne for the 
clash, a fact that Arsenal 
fans will appreciate greatly. 

The Belgian midfielder 
has made it a point to 
always contribute towards 
goals against Arsenal every 
season regardless of his 
overall form. De Bruyne's 
absence will be a breath of 
fresh air for Arsenal. 

Mateo Kovacic, Bernardo 

Silva, and John Stones will 

be back in time for the 

match, which will please 

Guardiola. Handing them 

will be a different issue, 

thanks to the Spaniard's 

penchant for crazy squad 

rotations.
Arsenal will start Rice if 

the medical reports are 

positive because it is their 

biggest game of the 

season. The same goes for 
Martinelli. Gabriel Jesus 

will occupy the number 9 

spot in the game as Arteta 

still considers him the first-

choice forward ahead of 

Eddie Nketiah despite what 

the team sheets have 

shown in recent games.
M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y  

midfielder Rodri will miss 

the clash after getting a 

straight red card in their 

matchday six win over 

Nottingham Forest. 
He will return to the City 

squad in late October as 

the international break 

begins with the final 

whistle of Arsenal vs. 

Manchester City. 
With De Bruyne out of the 

game and squad until 

2024, Bernardo Silva, 

Guardiola's second most 

trusted lieutenant in the 

squad, will return to the 

starting lineup, especially 

with Rodri's absence. 

Stones could hold down 

the fort without Rodri in a 

lineup that will not be 

lacking technical and star 

power.
The last time Arsenal 

defeated Manchester City 

in the Premier League was 

in 2015, before Pep 

Guardiola. Since that loss, 

the Gunners have only 

triumphed three times, 

with all three wins coming 

in the FA Cup and FA 

Community Shield. That is 

three wins from 21 games 

in all competitions. 
Arteta has the chance to 

make history in their 

2023/24 Premier League 

season matchday 8 clash. 

As has become typical of 

Arsenal vs. Manchester 

City matches, both sides 

will look to outplay each 

other  in  possess ion 

football.
 Both teams are not 

significantly separated by 

possession, shot, and 

passing stats. Still, the 

slightly better players on 

the City team and the 

tactical superiority of 

Guardiola have made it 

such that Arteta's team 

have struggled. 
The same outcome is 

expected from this clash at 

the Emirates: both teams 

looking almost equal on 

the ball and off it, but City 

coming out top after 

creating higher quality 

chances.

Arsenal, Man City clash at Emirate

he board of the Nigeria Tp r e m i e r  f o o t b a l l  

l e a g u e  ( N P F L )  h a s  

announced that it will 

commence random doping 

tests for  players.
According to a statement 

r e c e n t l y ,  G b e n g a  

Elegbeleye, chairman of 

NPFL said the initiative will 

aim to arrest and stamp 

out illicit drug use in the 

league.
H e  s a i d  t e s t i n g  

equipment had been 

acquired from Uk, and the 

process would begin soon 
“we are committed to 

join the NFF, CAF, FIFA and 

the global campaign for 

eradicat ion of i l l ic i t  

substance use in sport, 

and this will commence 

soon with random tests of 

our players” he said.
Meanwhi le, medical  

experts have raised 

c o n c e r n s  o v e r  t h e  

introduction of “random 

doping” in the Nigeria 

Professional Footbal l  

League by the Interim 

Management Committee, 

the organisers of the 

league,  The PUNCH  

reports.
The NPFL announced on 

Tuesday that they had 

acquired test kits for 

doping from the United 

Kingdom, while also giving 

the clubs and players a 

two-week notice.
“We are committed to 

joining the NFF, CAF, FIFA 

and the global campaign 

for eradication of illicit 

substance use in sports 

and this will commence 

soon with random tests of 

o u r  p l a y e r s ” ,  I M C  

c h a i r m a n ,  G b e n g a  

E l e g b e l e y e ,  t o l d  

npfl.com.ng.
On Wednesday, the 

league body also posted an 

infographic on its X account 

stating, “NPFL players say 

no to doping.”
However, some experts 

have questioned the move 

by the NPFL, especially as it 

concerns the modality of 

carrying out the exercise, 

which they say is not 

supposed to be a one-off.
A drug in sports and 

physical activity expert, 

Jimi Osinaike, noted that 

the announcement was 

vague.
He  s t a t e d ,  “Good  

development. Some key 

issues that need clarity: 

are NPFL players well 

e d u c a t e d  o n  w h i c h  

substances are prohibited? 

How often will players be 

tested? Will there be in and 

out of competition testing? 

Is the league management 

financially capable to 

analyse the samples?”

NPFL to begin random doping tests

Elegbeleye
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