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We won't tolerate delay to signed 
a g r e e m e n t  -  A j a e r o

Herders kill 6, abduct one in Benue

PRESIDENT o f  the  
Nigeria Labour Congress 
(NLC), Comrade Joe 
Ajaero, has vowed not to 
tolerate any act of delay or 
obstruction in upholding 
the signed agreement of 
October 2 by the Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t  c o m e  
November 1, 2023, urging 
NUPSRAW members to 
stand strong in defense of 
the unions and Nigerians.

  He stated this while 
delivering his keynote 
address at the 46th 
N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  
Council Meeting of the 
Nigeria Union of Public 
Serv ice  Reportor ia l ,  
S e c r e t a r i a l ,  D a t a  
Processors, And Allied 
Workers (NUPSRAW) held 
at the Crespan Hotel & 
Suites, Jos, the Plateau 
State capital recently.

   The NLC President, 
represented by Plateau 
State NLC Chairman, 
Comrade Eugene Manji, 
said, "Comrades, on 
November 1st, 2023, we 
expec t  t he  f ede ra l  
government to have 
upheld all the tenets of the 
agreement signed on 
October 2, 2023. This 
agreement is not just a 
piece of paper, but a 
binding commitment to 
the welfare and rights of 
our comrades and masses 
across the nation. 

"It is a testament to what 
we can achieve when we 
negotiate with a unified 
voice. It is our duty to 
make sure it happens 
completely by simply 
insist ing col lect ively 
refusing to be divided that 
the agreement be totally 
implemented without fail.

"However, should we find 
ourselves faced with 
delays or obstructions, let 
it be known that we stand 
prepared to take the 
necessary actions. Our 

strength lies not only in our 
numbers but in our resolve 
to protect the rights and 
dignity of every Nigerian 
and worker in this great 
nation. It is in our readiness 
that our victory becomes 
assured.

"We urge you as you hold 
your meeting to keep this in 
mind and prepare for any 
eventuality. Vigilance, they 
say is the price for freedom. 
You must all remain alert 
because you may be called 
to the picket lines tomorrow 
to keep date with our 
patriotic duty of keeping 
our nation and workplaces 
safe from the hands of 
retrogressive forces", 
Ajaero encouraged.

W e l c o m i n g  t h e  
pa r t i c i p an t s  a t  NEC  
meeting, the National 
President of NUPSRAW, 
Comrade Roselyn Uba-
Anarah, said, "the NLC 
N a t i o n a l  D e l e g a t e s  
C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  
February this year, where 
our noble union featured 
delegates, 

one of our own eventually 
emerged and was sworn in 
as one of the elected 
National Administrative 
Council (NAC) members. 
This went down in history 
as one of the most peaceful 
a n d  w e l l  o r g a n i s e d  
conferences ever. 

"Our emergence as NLC 
NAC is a testimony of our 

visibility, activism and 
participation in issues that 
concern our members and 
N i g e r i a n  w o r k e r s  
generally", she highlighted.

However, Uba-Anarah 
happened to be the only 
female membership of the 
NLC Political Commission 
and served as a member of 
the Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) Committee.

Earlier, the Plateau State 
Chairman of NUPSRAW, 
Comrade Nelly Adama, said, 
"I am proud and extremely 
joyous to see distinguished 
personalities, the creme de 
LA creme of NUPSRAW, 
Public Service Bureaucrats 
and other members of the 
NLC.

"I want to, on behalf of the 
National Leadership of 
NUPSRAW, thank the 
Governor Caleb Mutfwang, 
for your kind gesture to host 
the 46th National Executive 
Council (NEC) meeting of 
our great union and for 
making us proud on the 
Plateau", she commended.

Meanwhile, the Plateau 
State Controller of Federal 
Ministry of Labour and 
Employment, Mrs. Augusta 
Isi Omaconu, commended 
the resi l ience of the 
leadership towards steering 
their goal. According to her, 
"I have every confidence 
that this meeting will be 
a n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  
milestone.”

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

ARMED Fulani herdsmen 
October recently launched 
two separate unprovoked 
a t t a c k s  o n  s o m e  
communities in Gwer West 
Local Government Area of 
Benue State, killing 6 
persons in the process.

A source, Pever Acham 
told journalists that 
" a r m e d  h e r d e r s  
numbering 10 in the early 
hours of today (Sunday 
October 29th, 2023) 
attacked Tse Gamber in 
Sengev Council Ward, 
claiming the lives of 3 
persons with one Iorhon 
Dam being held hostage 

by the herders".
The source further said 

Camp, Nagi, Mbachohon 
council ward, a settlement 
along Naka-Agagbe road 
was attacked this evening, 
killing 3 persons and 
injuring others.

Bodies of those murdered 
were yet to be removed 
from the mortuary for fear 
of another attack.

T h e  B e n u e  P o l i c e  
Command  PPRO,  SP  
Sewuese Anene who 
confirmed the attacks 
t h r o u g h  t h e  p o l i c e  
whatsApp platform, said 
she lost 3 of her cousins in 
the Sunday morning attack.

No official statement from 

From TERESE TUHWA,

 Makurdi 

the military operatives 
stationed in the areas as at 

J u s t i c e  D a t t i j o  

concludes that “This 

is how a society goes 

down the drain really 

quickly first overlook 

evil, then it permits 

evil, then it legalizes 

evil, then it promotes 

e v i l ,  t h e n  i t  

celebrates it and then 

persecutes those that 

still call it evil.” 

Lastly, according to 

Dattijo, Adam Grant's 

words, in moments 

like this, are also 

i n s t r u c t i v e l y  

apposite: “When you 

follow a concept, 

consider what would 

lead you to withdraw 

your support. If the 

answer is nothing, 

your integrity is in 

j e o p a r d y .  Y o u r  

h i g h e s t  l o y a l t y  

belongs to principles 

not concepts. No 

concept deserves 

unconditional love. 

C o m m i t m e n t  i s  

e a r n e d  t h r o u g h  

character.

Ajero

Alia

Weaning judiciary of 
self -inflicted injuries

THE judiciary recently 
came under  in tense 
scrutiny from within when 
Justice Musa Dattijo, a 
retiring Justice of the 
Supreme Court fired darts 
at the rot going on in the 
once revered institution. 
He called for reforms in the 
Supreme Court failure of 
which would lead the Court 
down the path to perdition. 
According to Just ice 
Dattijo, “Public perceptions 
of the judiciary have over 
t h e  y e a r s  b e c o m e  
witheringly scornful and 
monstrously critical. It has 
been in the public space 
that court officials and 
judges are easily bribed by 
litigants to obviate delays 
and or obtain favourable 
judgments.”

Dattijo went on to say 
“His lordship Adefope-
Okojie JCA, at the point of 
exiting, had enthused, 
inter-alia, thus: “Pleas are 
expressed everyday by the 
generality of the public 
begging the judiciary to be 
just to be truthful; and to 
save the country from 
collapse. My question is 
whether the judiciary 
needs to be begged or 
cajoled? What is it that 
qualifies any person to 
bear that exalted name 
'Honourable Justice'? Is it 
not for him to administer 
justice without fear or 
favour?…..”Unfortunately, 
It has been severely 
vilified, with the Apex 
Court so denigrated and 
c a l l e d  b y  a  s o c i a l  
commentator as a voter 
g a g g l e  o f  u s e l e s s ,  
pu r chasab le  j ud i c i a l  
bandits. How did the 
judiciary get to this level? 
Why is the whole country 
on edge for fear of what the 
p u b l i c  r e g a r d s  �a s � 
unpred i c tab le �jud i c i a l  
pronouncements?”

He further stated that 
“Recently, fresh allegations 
have been made that 
children and other relatives 
of serving and retired 
judges and justices are 
being appointed into 
judicial offices at the 
expense of more qualified 
candidates lacking in such 
privilege and backing. It is 
asserted that the process 
of appointment to judicial 
positions are deliberately 
conducted to give undue 
advantage to the “children, 

spouses, and mistresses” of 
serving and retired judges 
and managers of judicial 
offices.”

Saying that “In some 
quarters the view is 
strongly held that filth and 
intrigues characterize the 
institution these days! 
Judges are said to be 
comfortable in companies 
they never would have kept 
in the past. It is being 
insinuated that some 
judicial off icers even 
c a m p a i g n  f o r  t h e  
politicians. It cannot be 
more damnifying!”

This is how rotten the 
judiciary has become over 
the years and it has lost the 
sobriquet of being the last 
hope of the common 
person. The judiciary like it 
has been alluded to above is 
cash and carry. If you are 
not rich to buy your way 
through the courts, then 
you can not get justice no 
matter how good your case 

is. But truth be told, the 
judiciary is a product of our 
society where everything 
goes. If you cheat and get 
away with it, you are 
considered smart. If you 
follow the rules, you are 
considered a dunce and 
called names. 

Nigerians generally have a 
penchant for doing the 
wrong things and push the 
blames on others. If they 
drive against traffic, it is not 
their fault but that of those 
who are supposed to 
manage traffic. They are 
qu i c k  t o  po i n t  t ha t  
somebody is not doing their 
job. We must learn to obey 
the law and do what is right 
at all times even if nobody is 
looking. This is the general 
illness which has affected all 
facets of our society and 
which has eaten deep into 
the fabric of our society. We 
must then determine to do 
right and bring back our 
society from the brink.

Justice Dattijo concludes 
that “This is how a society 
goes down the drain really 
quickly first overlook evil, 
then it permits evil, then it 
legalizes evil, then it 
promotes evil, then it 
celebrates it and then 
persecutes those that still 
call it evil.” Lastly, according 
to Dattijo, Adam Grant's 
words, in moments like this, 
are also instructively 
apposite: “When you follow 
a concept, consider what 
would lead you to withdraw 
your support. If the answer 
is nothing, your integrity is 
in jeopardy. Your highest 
loyalty belongs to principles 
not concepts. No concept 
deserves unconditional 
love. Commitment is  
earned through character.”

As postulated above, 
Nigerians must decide what 
they want their society to 
look like. If you want growth 
you must work for growth 
and if you want rot continue 
doing those things that 
w o u l d  l e a d  y o u  t o  
damnation. Therefore, the 
judiciary must wean itself of 
the baggage and burden of 
being accused of being 
wrong footed. It must 
change and start towing the 
path of truth. That is the 
only way we can change the 
perceptions and narratives 
about the judiciary and 
indeed, the entirety of the 
society.
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THE word retirement means 
different thing to different people at 
different levels, especially young 
people who  tend to assume that 
there is a lot of time to prepare for it. 
While this is a wrong assumption, it 
is also important to know that 
retirement is not age-based. 

Retirement is a big part of life and it 
is essential to plan for it as you would 
plan for writing important exams or 
an event in your life.

Again, retirement marks the end of 

a person's working career and the 

beginning of a new phase of life 
where one can pursue his interests, 
spends time with family and friends, 
and enjoy leisure activities. 

However, this  can also involve 
receiving income from various 
sources such as pension,  personal 
savings,  investments, etc.With 
proper retirement plans,  one can be 
assured of peace of mind after 
service.

October 29, 2023 would ever 
remain a significant day in the life of 
the Licensed Pastor Christopher 
Chung and Mrs.Lyop as the church 
auditorium of Church of Christ in 
Nations(COCIN), Local Church 
Council(LCC ),Nassarawa Gwong , 
Jos was filled to capacity with senior 
clergymen, members, supporters, 
family, friends and dignitaries from 
all walks of life in attendance to 
honour the retirement service of 
Pastor and Mrs.Chung.

Licensed pastor Christopher was 
born into the family of Da pastor Joro 
Chung Dusu and Ngo Dat Chung 
Dusu, all of blessed memory in 
Rebet of Ket village, Foron District, 
Barkin-Ladi Local Government Area 
(LGA) of Plateau state, Nigeria.

He started his humble primary 
educational studies from 1966-1973 
in Foron where he obtained his first 
school leaving certificate (FSLC), 
and later went further to acquire 
additional certificate at Aboso 
Bu i l de r s  and  A r ch i t e c tu ra l  
Draughtmanship from 1976 to 1979.

In search for the truth and the light 
of God, he went to the former 
Evangelical Church of West 
Africa(ECWA), now known as the 
Evangelical Church,Winning All for 
his Theological Education by 
Extension course from 1978 to 1979 
and later continued same at COCIN 
Theological Education by Extension 
(TEE) where he backed an Advanced 
Certificate Course (Post DBS), from 
1987 to 1988 and later added 
additional certificate from the 
COCIN Extension Theological 
College (ETC) from 1990 to 1997 
and Federal Polytechnic Bauchi from 
1988 to 1989 where he also 
o b t a i n e d  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  
Architecture.

He got married to his beloved  
wife, Lyop Kpam Loman of Sho 
village in Ropp District of Barkin-Ladi 
LGA in April 25,1981 at COCIN LCC 
Bakin-Kogi, in Foron by Reverend 
Gwom Tsok.

The union is blessed with three (3) 
children,namely Mr.Obed Mangjah 
Chr i s topher,  Mr. Pau l  Kpam 
Chr i s topher,  M iss .Cather ine  
Christopher. His foster children 

include; Miss.Chundung Jonathan 
Loman  and Nerat Jonathan Loman.

Nonetheless, licensed pastor 
Christopher, before going into full 
time ministry, worked with the 
Plateau State Government at Jos 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  D e ve l o p m e n t  
Board(JMDB) and  Ministry of Lands 
and Survey and Town Planning from 
the year 1980 to 1995 as a civil 
servant.

Before his retirement from his 
meritorious service in the vineyard, 
he took the appointment into full 
time ministry with the COCIN 
Regional Church Council (RCC) Jos, 
in April 1st, 1995 till this moment of 
his exit.

Over the years, he has served the 
church in different capacities at the 
local church council, including 

as a shepherd and further urged him 
to rest properly after active service.

In a sermon titled "The departure of 
a faithful servant from active service" 
taking his first Bible reading from the 
book of Acts of the Apostles chapter 
20:26.where he narrated the 
account of Paul's testimony of the 
completion of his work as a servant 
of God, where he taught them all the 
truth that they needed to know as 
believers in Christ  in order for them 
to be faithful in their lives.

He added that it is a thing of great 
joy for a servant of God to start well 
and finishes strong in the vineyard, 
for many started well but could not 
finished well in the faith. He prayed 
for God to see him through as he 
takes his bow at this occasion from 
service.

In separate good will message from 
the Executive Governor of Plateau 
State,  Barr.Caleb Mutfwang,  who was 
ably represented by Secretary to the 
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
Government(SGS) ,  Mr.Samuel Jatau,  
Chairman COCIN Provisional Church 

Council(PCC) ,  Jos.Rev.Mudimka Seri,  
Chairman RCC, Jos Rev.Cletus 
Gwam and Royal father  Gwom Rai of 
Riyom HRH.Samuel Jok have all 
congratulated the retired Pastor for 
attaining the age of retirement in the 
vineyard of God and prayed for God 
to see him and his  family through as 
he exited from active service, 
wishing him the best in his human 
endeavours.

The celebrant in a chat with our 
correspondent, advised clergy men 
that are still in active service to be 
faithful in their services and they 
should not politicized the Church but 
should keep preaching the gospel of 
Christ.

He also called on  the general 
populace to be faithful in what they , 
be it Government or private sector to 
be faithful in what they do, for we 
shall all give account of all our works 
before God on the last day.

He prayed for the church to remain 
united and committed in the services 
of God, just as it all started in the 
days of the apostles till date.

serving in other different committees 
in building the body of Christ.

Earlier, the leading Pastor of COCIN 
Church Nassarawa Gwong , Jos, Rev 
Emmanuel Joel Nimchefa charged 
the retired pastor to remain focused 
in God as he continues to serve while 
in his retirement from active service 
of the Church.

Nimchefa in a sermon titled "The 
work of a gallant soldier" said that a 
gallant in Christ is the person who is 
not afraid of spiritual and physical 
wars, ensuring that the gospel of 

Christ is preached at all times.
He took his Scriptural reading from 

the book of Philippians chapter 3:12-
14. Stated that, "I admit that I 

haven't yet acquired the absolute 

fullness that I'm pursuing, but I run 

with passion into his abundance so 
that I may reach the purpose that 
Jesus Christ has called me to fulfill 
and wants me to discover.  I don't 
depend on my own strength to 

accomplish this;  however I do have 
one compelling focus:  I forget all of 
the past as I fasten my heart to the 
future instead. For I run straight for 
the divine invitation of reaching the 
heavenly goal and gaining the 
victory-prize through the anointing 
of Jesus".

He stressed that the pastor is 
humble and a gentle servant of God 
who was diligent and dedicated to the 
service of God and humanity.

Per forming the ret i rement  
obligations, Chairman of RCC Jos, 
Rev.Cletus Doka Gwam, who 
administered the retirement rites  
appreciated the retired pastor for his 

service in the vineyard and also wish 
him the best in his human 
endeavours as he retired from his 
active service to COCIN.

Gwam encouraged him to be 
faithful even to the point of death 
and prayed for God's protection and 
guidance as he takes a bow.

His wife appreciated God during 
the retirement service and attested 
that God has been faithful to the 
family and has seen them through 
thick and thin.

She appreciated her husband for 

taking good care of her and the 
family even on her sick bed recently 
that she took ill.

Lyop thanked the entire COCIN and 
members for cordial working 
relationship with the clerics at 
different places they had worked.

The guest preacher at the 
occasion, the Chairman, Regional 
Church Council(RCC), Kabong, Rev. 
Zacs Dara encouraged believers in 
Christ to live in peace with all men.

He stressed that retirement should 
not be a time to start planning,  rather 
one's planning starts from the day 
you start work and also encouraged 
retired pastors to be ready and 
willing to serve when the need arises.

He added that the greatest 
opportunity is to serve."You have 
accumulated many gifts and skills 
over your years of work in the 
vineyard of God,it would be good  to 
share with others from your wealth 
of experience over the years".

He believed that there are many 
people and ministries who could 
benefit from the years of experience 

By HOSEA NYAMLONG 

The Lord's general takes a bow from service 

Rtd. Pastor Christopher Chung and wife





A desperate husband confessed he is 

contemplating divorce because his 

wife won't stop “flashing her breasts” 

since getting a boob job. The 32-year-

old opened up about his marriage, 

which hit a rocky patch when his 

partner, 30, went under the knife.
“My wife and I have been together 

11 years, married for just over five. 

Ever since I met her in college, she 

has been insecure about her 

appearance, specifically her body. 

When we got our first jobs out of 

college and became financially stable, 

she approached me and asked how I 

felt about her getting a boob job,” he 

wrote on Reddit.
The man “loved her how she was” 

and “didn't think she needed one”, but 

he supported her decision, and in 

2021 she had the procedure. She was 

overjoyed with the results, it boosted 

her confidence and, the husband 

says, “definitely emboldened her to 

'put them on display' so to speak, she 

went from wearing baggy and 

unrevealing clothing to very tight and 

revealing shirts with a lot of cleavage.”
Problems began to arise between the 

pair when his other half started 

showing people her bare breasts. “It 

was mostly her just showing her 

girlfriends, which was still weird to 

me, but didn't really cross a 

boundary… however, it's almost as if 

the more and more she's 'shown them 

off' and gotten validation, the more 

and more enabled she is to continue 

doing so,” he explained.
“The first time it crossed a boundary 

for me was when we were at a friend's 

house for dinner and drinks, and she 

had a little too much to drink and 

showed her girlfriend her breasts 

while her girlfriend's husband was 

standing right there.” He confronted 

his wife about the situation but she 

“dismissed” his feelings and “shook it 

off like he was being controlling.”
The final straw was pulled when the 

couple went round to a friend's house 

to watch a football game. “She got 

drunk… upon our team scoring in 

walk-off fashion, she lifted her shirt 

and flashed her breasts at the entire 

party while jumping up and down in 

celebration. She's not even a football 

fan and hardly understands who to 

cheer for. To me, it was like an excuse 

to just off her breasts to everyone, 

without their consent, might I add,” he 

shared, adding that the incident 

sparked a massive row.
“She got defensive and turned it 

around on me, saying that for once in 

her life she's happy with how she 

looks, and she just wants to feel good 

about herself. I again tried expressing 

my boundaries, but she completely 

dismissed them. We have been short 

with each other for a week since that's 

happened. It may sound ridiculous, 

but if she can't respect my feelings 

and my boundaries, this could be 

grounds for divorce.”
One sympathetic Reddit user 

responded, “It's fair to tell her that it 

m a k e s  y o u  a n d  o t h e r s  

uncomfortable,” while another 

argued: “The day people stop seeing 

breasts as sexual will be awesome – 

men flash their nipples all the time!”
Source: THE MIRROR

THE NIGERIA STANDARD, Wednesday, November 1, 2023 Page 26

The Israeli-Palestinian war which 
started after a terrorists' attack by Hamaz 
against the State of Israel on October 6th 
2023 where over 1,400 innocent lives 
were lost is beginning to take a more 
dramatic and complex dimension around 
the globe. Since this deliberate act of 
genocide against the Jewish state, there 
have been miscellaneous display of 
hatred, misinformation, promotion of 
mythical religious interests and fallacious 
ideologies aimed at setting the entire on 
fire. 

For avoidance of doubt, religious 
extremists are cashing on the 
unfortunate unfolding developments in 
the Middle East to proliferate baseless 
historical narrations just to suit their 
barbaric intentions even at a high cost of 
many souls. Many of such religious bigots 
have thrown humanity to the trash and 
only intend to infiltrate weak minds to 
hurt many more innocent people.

Unbelievably, yours sincerely has 
witnessed mobilization of vulnerable 
citizens across nations of the world in 
their scheme to gang-up and annihilate 
this Jewish nation from the face of the 
earth. Be they Hezbollah, Hamaz and or 
militant groups in Iran, their pragmatic 
intentions are to wipe out the Jews from 
the surface of planet earth.

Sad enough, even here in Nigeria, some 
hardliners have started spreading this 
toxic ideology to the citizens of this 
country. A few days ago, an Islamic cleric 
hypnotized his followers claiming that the 
fight in Gaza was against Muslims faithful 
the world over. While dogmatizing them, 
the cleric urged the faithful to contribute 
anything they have and ensure that they 
prayerfully and or otherwise seek for the 
extermination of the Jewish State. 
Certainly, this is not the right time to get 
me wrong, because of the obvious fact 
that no sane individual would accept the 
humanly created catastrophe in Israel 
and Gaza Strip right now.

For the records, since the most recent 
war erupted, Palestine have lost more 
than 8,000 of its citizens while Israel has 
lost close to 1,500. Aside this, the Israelis 
are also claiming that about 223 of their 
citizens have been kidnapped and taken 
into several tunnels in Gaza. From 
whichever dimension this war is 
analyzed, the truth is that innocent 
people are the victims of this carnage.

But again, for us to have a definite 
headway, we must accept the really of the 
fact that this war was brought upon Israel 
by this ruthless Hamaz terrorists 
themselves. Before October 7th 2023, life 
was going on normally in the State of 
Israel. In fact, all communities there were 
gulped by the traditional Jewish festival 
before Hamaz attacked these places.

Though the Israelis and Palestinians 
have over decades been able to manage 
fragile peace, no one ever expected the 
terrorist group to launch such a 
sophist icated aggress ion which 
eventually led to the death of over 1,400 
innocent lives. However, an investigation 
subsequently revealed that the violent 
aggression of Hamaz into Israel was 
planned for over two years running 
before its eventual execution in such a 
brutal manner. 

It is not hidden fact that since the State 
of Israel was created in 1945, there has 

Odd World

been an ongoing battle over land 
occupation in the region. This decades 
long feud that led to the death of many 
innocent souls in the midst of several 
attempts by regional and international 
bodies to finding lasting solutions to this 
unabated conflict has equally continue to 
generate great concern. 

The inability of global bodies to find 

lasting solutions to the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict has brought us to where we are 

today. Unfortunately, many derailed 

scholars and religious bigots have 

continued to fuel all sorts of hatred 

concerning the ongoing conflict in the 

Middle East. It is also a pity that even here 

in Nigeria, some illiterate clerics have 

continued to misinform citizens about the 

conflict. The last time I checked, some of 

these spiritual leaders were insinuating 

that the conflict was an attempt towards 

killing and provoking global Muslims 

faithful. Many of these cynics are also 

claiming that the United States of 

America is assisting Israel to commit acts 

of genocide against Palestinians in the 

Middle East.
Unfortunately, many of these pro-

Palestinian advocates have little or no 

idea that the ongoing conflict has nothing 

to do with religion, race or ethnicity. In 

fact, the conflict is all about land related 

issues and the inability of both sides to 

come to terms with the reality on ground. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the Israeli-

Palestinian conflicts dates back to 1947 

after the United Nations adopted the 

Resolution 181, a Partition Plan which 

sought to divide the British Mandate of 

Palestine into Arab and Jewish States.  

On the other hand, while the Palestine 

claim that the land belongs to them, 

Biblical history clearly indicates that the 

promise land had been given to Israel 

long before now.
Without acts of provocation, in early 

hours of October 6th 2023, the militant 

Islamist group crossed over into Israel 

storming the southern cities killing over 

1,400 lives and injuring many others. The 

attack which took the Jewish State and 

the global community by surprise was 

one of the most barbaric incidences to 

have happened in most recent times.
In the midst of this calamity, the Israelis 

were able to pull themselves together and 

defend themselves from acts of 

annihilation meted them. As it is today, 

many people have quickly forgotten that 

it was Hamaz which started this war. They 

have forgotten that Hamaz should be 

given no place in modern civilization.
Now that Israel has successfully not 

only repelled these attacks but is 

pursuing these criminals at a high cost on 

the Palestinian people, these cynics are 

bitterly complaining that innocent 

citizens are being killed in Gaza.
Certainly, this is the kind of world we are 

all living in where acts of wickedness are 

not condemned but acts of self-

preservation are vehemently condemned 

in its totality.  For those who care to read 

me please, let them know that the world 

will never be peaceful with extremists and 

fanatical groups in the likes of Hamaz 

existing on planet earth. Therefore, the 

only option left is for Israel to help our 

civilized world do the needful for the sake 

of global security and peace.

…When illiterate clerics carry the day

Wife keeps flashing 
her breasts, husband 

considers devoice
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Tribute

   IT was not just a loss to the 
Dewa's family alone, but a huge 

one to the entire people of 

Plateau State and Nigeria. A 

professional per excellence and 

passionate lover of his people, 

who has touched many lives 

directly or indirectly, Ephraim 

Lenka Dewa's death to many 

was a tragic one which is hard to 
come to terms with.
  His death came to many as a 

shocker that goes down the spine 
particularly for those who have 
followed with keen interest the 
deceased's valuable contribution 
towards a better Plateau of  
becoming an investment.  Dewa's 
show of love to his home state 
was not some kind of mere 
serenade to move the crowd,  but 
a unique and immeasurable one.  
His passion to turn around the 
lives of his people through his 
investment and development 
plans was unfortunately cut short 
by death.

For he dumped a lucrative and 
good paying job abroad to come 
back and contest for the 
Governorship seat of his state.  It 
was a clear demonstration of the 
vision he had for the state.  When 
he was called upon by those who 
admired his passion and vision 
for his people back home, he 

gladly answered not because of 

his personal gains but to have a 

space to fulfil his investment and 

developmental dreams.

  Unfortunately,  the political 
language of our country is more 
or less "business"  and it became 
difficult for his dreams to 

penetrate.
The Prince of Ngwan Royal 

ruling house in Kabwir District of 

Kanke Local Government Area, 

has traveled, worked and faired 

well in several professional fields 

worldwide. At the time of his 

p a s s age ,  E ph ra im ,  wa s  

Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO)  of WSN Global Af,  an 
asset management advisory 
c o m p a n y  e n g a g e d  i n  
investments, development, 
advisory and management 
s e r v i c e s  f o c u s e d  o n  
infrastructure,  Real Estate and 
Private Equity.
  He had a combined 3 0 +  years 

professional experience that 

consisted of infrastructure, 

f i nance ,  p r i va te  equ i ty,  

engineering, management, 

l e c t u r i n g ,  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  

development and construction. 

During his career, he was 

responsible for the management 

o f  o v e r  $ 7  b i l l i o n  i n  

infrastructure and related 

assets.
   For the family of Nde Paul 

Dewa of Kabwir Royal Family, the 

pains of losing their first son is 

really heartbreaking especially 

when the biological parents are 

still alive. In Ngas culture, it is 

believed that parents should 

preferably die ahead of their 

children, but we cannot question 

God over this unfortunate and 

tragic incident. 
The deceased who died at the 

age 61, his biological parents 

Nde Paul Dewa (Father) and 

Matwok Theresa Talatu Dewa 

(Mother) are alive, sound and 

hearty.

  However,  it is certain that ones'  
life is worth reflecting on, 
especially when he or she lives a 
God-fearing and fulfilled life 
while on earth.  Late Ephraim 
Lenka Dewa's life on earth was 
actually a reflection of a devoted 
Catholic.  

Though, he died and was 

eventually buried in United 

States of America (USA), the 

love and respect he has back 

home demanded 

f o r  a  s p e c i a l  

Requiem Mass and 

Prayers  in  h is  

honour on the 

Plateau. It was held 

on Wednesday, at 

t h e  S t .  L o u i s  

Catholic Church 

Jos.   
No wonder, the 

mass witnessed an 

outpour of tributes 

from many who 

met and felt the 

t o u c h  o f  l a t e  

Ephra im Lenka 

D e w a .  T h e  

Tunkuda's family, 

was heartbroken as 

they mourn Lenka 

Dewa, describing 

him as a smart, 

f e a r l e s s  a n d  

courageous man of 

faith, true child of 

P l a t e a u  S t a t e  

saying, "he would 

have prospered 

and lifted his home 

state high for his 

visions to bring in 

f o r e i g n  

investments and development to 

Plateau State.
On his part, the former Plateau 

State Governor, Chief Joshua 

Chibi Dariye said, "I have lost an 

amiable friend and brother, 

Engr.Ephraim Lenka Dewa (ELD) !  
May God grant your wife (Sofie) ,  
children,  Nde Dewa &  Mummy,  
your siblings,  political associates,  
Ngas nation and the Zumunta 
Association in the USA,  fortitude 
to bear the irreparable loss" .  The 
mourners also included:  Victor 

Nengak Filibuster Dimka;  Ayuba 
Adamu Paiko;  Evaristus Wangpoe 
Fuanbial;  Nori Abakah;  Hubert S.  
Shaiyen;  King's College Class of 
1 9 7 9  (KCOB7 9 )  and K.  Othman,  
respectively.

Other tributes were received 

f rom:  Dewa A .  Mankat; 
Alphonsius Dewa;  Kelvin Deshi;  
Pemwa,  African Queen;  Eugene 
Sebastian Gotau; Paul Juryit; 
Charles Kaye,  for Kaye family;  
Lady Rosemary Tamwakat Dafit 
LSM (Nee Dimka)  and the Dewa's 
family in that other.

Quite touching is the tribute 

from his parents Nde Paul Dewa 

and Mama Theresa Paul Dewa. 

They said,  "to our Baby Ephraim 
Lenka,  we wish you safe journey 
to meet your Lord and his Son 
Jesus Christ.  As humans,  we wish 
you had remained longer,  but 
God loves you more and has 
called you now.  May the Lord be 
glorified in His works.  

May you baby Ephraim rest in 
peace.  We wish that you bury us,  
but the Almighty God says no.  
The Lord says you are done.  We 
agree and praise the Almighty 
Lord's Holy Name!  Adieu Baby!  
Adieu Ephraim! Adieu Lenka! 
Adieu Dewa!  We are your Mommy 
and Daddy", they enthused 
painstakingly.

Family members, friends and 

sympathizers also trooped in 

their numbers to pay their last 

respect. During Requiem Mass at 

both St. Louis Church JD 

Gomwalk road Jos, thereafter to 

the Family House No. 1 

Secretar iat  L ink for  the 

continuation of prayers.

Plateau mourns Dewa, Requiem Mass held

Late Dewa

By EZEKIEL DONTINNA
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E knew crude oil 

b e f o r e  we  knew  Wourselves as citizens 

of one country. That is the tragedy 

of Nigeria. The curse of the Black 

Gold hangs heavy on our necks. 
Had crude oil been discovered in 

Nigeria some decades after 

independence, surely,  our 

rallying points would have turned 

out to be very different - much 

more edifying, appealing and 

saner - today.
But so far, our tortuous journey 

as a geo-political entity and 

people has been substantially 

defined by the struggle for the 

control of the wealth accruing 

from Nigeria's huge oil deposits.
While other nations and 

countries have been shaped and 

tampered by their profound 

consciousness in shared values 

such as freedom and nationhood, 

protecting the ideals and identity 

of the motherland, upholding 

human dignity and rights of their 

peoples, Nigeria was built on very 

faulty foundations by the colonial 

British empire.
It was for the sole purpose of 

enhancing the co lonizer 's  

commercial interests. Perhaps it 

was only logical for Nigeria to 

proceed from being a colonial 

trade outpost to a free country of 

citizens whose common goals and 

aspirations are the sometimes 

deadly struggle for the control of 

oil wealth.
In this atmosphere so thick with 

the dizzying fumes of dubious 

mercantilism and a back-biting 

urge for primitive and repulsive 

accumulation of oil wealth, 

corruption and its attendant ills 

are bound to abound, profusely. 

Our so-called nation is bound in its 

chaotic alliance more by the 

consciousness of our stupendous 

oil wealth than, as our national 

anthem seems to claim - 

freedom, peace and unity. 
Rising poverty, brutal quest for 

political power and dominance, 

religious extremism which has 

bred decades of terrorism, 

banditry and kidnapping, 

spiraling inflation with no end in 

s ight ,  a  r i s ing wave o f  

unemployment and widespread 

discontent and disillusionment 

have become all too common 

throughout our country.   
Apparently, Nigerians had of 

t h e m s e l v e s  s e a m l e s s l y  

progressed and transformed 

from being victims of foreign 

exploiters to depraved shylocks 

locked in a perpetual battle to 

corner the country's oil resources 

for their regions, states and 

families. All sense of patriotism, 

talk less of nationalism, is 

jettisoned in this deadly strive, 

heavily powered by religion and 

ethnicity.
In other climes, enterprise, 

innovation, the application of 

human talent and ingenuity and 

patriotism drive and sustain 

h u m a n  a n d  n a t i o n a l  

development and progress.
But not in Nigeria. Which 

explains the desperate struggle 

for political power, and in fact all 

other opportunities, that have 

the potential of opening up 

avenues for the acquisition of 

this oil wealth. 
That is why the wheels of our 

national and subnational state 

structures are almost solely 

lubricated by oil money. The 

ingenuity of our leaders begins 

and ends in this monthly ritual of 

s h a r i n g  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  

commonwealth.
But our own crude reality is not, 

should not be, the benchmark, 

the rule, for a country that is so 

richly endowed by nature. Take a 

look at others and you will realise 

that we are an abnormal 

exception, in fact an aberration 

of the worst form. 
Even though Dubai's economy 

is not oil-based, it has channeled 

the little resources it got from oil 

in the 1960s and 1990s into 

building other sectors. That 

diversification has greatly 

enhanced its economy - largely 

dependent on trade and 

commerce.  
As a result, it has become an 

international investment hub. 

The emirate's Hope Probe, part of 

its space programme established 

in 2006, has been orbiting Mars 

since 2021. They are now 

planning on sending their own 

astronauts to space in the not too 

distant future.
Certainly, Dubai's little oil 

wealth has not spawned the kind 

of frightening monstrosities 

Nigeria's immense resource has 

so profusely and catastrophically 

done to us.
Saudi Arabia is a leading oil 

exporter. It has deployed its huge 

resources to del iberately 

insinuate itself into the global 

economy through making high 

yielding investments in blue chip 

enterprises and corporations all 

over the world. 
It has done this through the 

Public Investment Fund of Saudi 

Arabia which was founded in 

1971 with an asset base that 

currently stands at about $800 

billion.
It is also using that Fund to 

boost its sports industry by 

channeling billions of dollars into 

that sector. This has attracted 

renowned international football 

stars to the largely desert 

country and placed it on the 

world golf circuit through the LIV 

tournament. 
The  k i ngdom has  a l so  

embarked on a highly ambitious 

project that is set to give it a 

chunk of the world's tourism, 

industrial, investment and 

entertainment space, among 

others. It is envisaged to be on a 

scale and nature that will make it 

compete favourably with the best 

internationally. 
It is doing this by sinking a 

whopping $500 billion into 

building a futuristic mega city. 

Known as NEOM, it is located in 

the northwestern Tabuk Province 

and will be made up of a floating 

port, a ski resort and a mirrored 

city, among others.
From the two instances above, 

we have seen how both little and 

huge oil revenues can be used as 

triggers for monumental socio-

e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

transformations. 
Can we also change Nigeria's 

crude reality into a very positive 

and humane one chiefly geared 

towards uplifting and dignifying 

our citizens and country at large? 
Yes, it is doable. But that is a 

discussion for another day.
NB: Part of the title and the 

inspiration for this piece were 

drawn from Brian Black's 2012 

book, Crude Reality: Petroleum 

in World History.
GYANG is the Chairman of 

the N.G.O,  Journal ists  

Coalition for Citizens' Rights 

Initiative – JCCRI. Emails: 

i n f o @ j c c r i - o n l i n e . o r g ;  

chrisgyang 01@gmail.com

“Apparently, Nigerians had of themselves 

seamlessly progressed and transformed from 

being victims of foreign exploiters to 

depraved shylocks locked in a perpetual 

battle to corner the country's oil resources for 

their regions, states and families. All sense of 

patriotism, talk less of nationalism, is 

jettisoned in this deadly strive, heavily 

powered by religion and ethnicity.”

F R A G M E N T

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

THE 

CHRIS GYANG

CHRIS GYANG

Nigeria's crude reality

“The kingdom has also embarked on a highly ambitious project 

that is set to give it a chunk of the world's tourism, industrial, 

investment and entertainment space, among others. It is 

envisaged to be on a scale and nature that will make it compete 

favourably with the best internationally. it is doing this by sinking a 

whopping $500 billion into building a futuristic mega city. Known 

as NEOM, it is located in the northwestern Tabuk Province and will 

be made up of a floating port, a ski resort and a mirrored city, 

among others.”
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