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the upstream arm of 
Nigeria's oil and gas 
sector.

The unveiling was made 
through the Nigerian 
Ups t ream Pe t ro l eum 
Regulatory Commission 
(UPRC) during which the 
a g e n c y  e n g a g e d  
stakeholders in Abuja at 
the fourth phase of 
consultations to obtain 

h e  F e d e r a l  
Government has Tunveiled seven 

a d d i t i o n a l  d r a f t  
regulations to improve 
o p e r a t i o n a l  a n d  
regulatory efficiency in 

Olufemi Oloruntoba, the 
Permanent Secretary of the 
Serv ice  Po l i c ies  and 
Strategies Office, on behalf 
of the HCSF, expressed the 
rejection of the proposed 
increase in retirement age 
for medical and dental 
consultants and other 
health professionals.

It cited several reasons 
for the rejection including 
the fact that healthcare 
professionals were leaving 

Service of the Federation 
(OHCSF).

The circular, titled 'Re: 
Review of retirement age to 
65 and 70 years for health 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  
m e d i c a l / d e n t a l  
c o n s u l t a n t s , '  w i t h  
r e f e r e n c e  n u m b e r  
HCSF/SPSO/ODD/CND/10
0/S./145, was addressed to 
the Permanent Secretary of 
the Federal Ministry of 
Health.

The circular, signed by 

d i r e c t o r s ,  m e d i c a l  
directors, and heads of 
regulatory bodies and 
schools to ensure strict 
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a  
previous circular issued by 
the Office of the Head of 
the Civil Service of the 
Federation to all staff 
within their respective 
institutions.

This development follows 
a prior circular dated 30 
August from the Office of 
the Head of the Civil 

their inputs in finalising the 
laws.

The Chief Executive 
Officer, NUPRC, Gbenga 
Ko m o l a f e ,  s a i d  t h e  
stakeholders consultation 
was in line with section 216 
(1) of the Petroleum 
Industry Act (PIA) 2021, 
w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h e  
commission to consult with 
stakeholders prior to 

finalising regulations or 
a m e n d m e n t s  t o  
regulations.

Komolafe, who was 
represented by Executive 
Commissioner, Economic 
Regulation and Planning, 
Kelechi Ofoegbu, said one 
of the objectives of the PIA 
was to foster a business 
environment conducive for 
petroleum operations.

He recalled that between 
June 2022 and July 2023 the 
commission successfully 
produced 12 regulations 
which had been gazetted 
into law.

He said the best way to 
actualise this objective was 
by establishing a framework 
for the economic regulation 
of commercial operations in 
upstream oil and gas 

ventures.
“This can be seen in 

NUPRC's efforts to ensure 
that regulations and key 
policies necessitated by the 
PIA are developed and 
gazetted timely so that the 
industry operators can align 
their operations with the PIA 
provisions as quickly as 
possible,” he stated.

Continued on page 2

Representative of Governor Mutfwang of Plateau State, Hon. Josephine Piyo, Deputy Governor in a photograph with the first 
female Chairman of  NUJ, Ayuku Pwaspo, Government functionaries and NUJ EXCO yesterday during a courtesy call at 
Government House  Rayfield, Jos                                                                                Photo: DANLADI DUK

which has led to an acute 
s h o r t a g e  o f  h e a l t h  
profess iona ls  in  the 
nation's health sector.

T h e  a p p r o va l  w a s  
contained in a circular 
dated 5 October and issued 
by the Federal Ministry of 
Health.

In the circular, the 
government directed all 
chief executive officers of 
agencies, chief medical 

H E  N i g e r i a n  Tg o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
approved the appointment 
of doctors, nurses, and 
other clinical healthcare 
workers as contract staff 
after attaining their 
compulsory retirement 
age or years in service.

This is part of efforts to 
mitigate the mass exodus 
of health workers to 
developed countr ies,  

Continued to page 1

UNMEN suspected to Gbe bandits, have 
abducted at least four 
students of Nasarawa 
State University, Keffi 
(NSUK).

The incident, according to 
a source, occurred outside 
the school campus around 
Angwan Kare area of Keffi, 
on Monday night.

This is coming barely 24 
hours after former Deputy 
V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  
(Academics) of NSUK, 
Professor Haruna Ayuba 
Kuje, was kidnapped on 
Sunday night.

Komolafe

Plateau
NUJ wants

government 
to overhaul
own media

Local airlines demand jet fuel import licence

Pate to prioritize strengthening health sector

Gov Yusuf rewards casual worker for returning $16,000

FG unveils draft regulations 
for upstream oil operations

FG approves contract appointments for retired 
healthcare workers
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students in 
Nasarawa 
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the country not due to their 
r e t i r emen t  age  bu t  
primari ly because of 
financial considerations 
and unfavourable working 
conditions.

Some state government 
had already increased the 
retirement age of medical 
doctors and other health 
workers and this has not 
addressed the spate of 
brain drain,” it said.

The circular expressed 
dissatisfaction with the 
work ethic of healthcare 
workers, despite the 
government's efforts to 
encourage them.

He said he assumed his 
position with the mandate to 
transform the health sector in 
line with President Bola 
Tinubu's renewed hope 
agenda.

The minister said, “A couple 
of weeks ago I assumed office 
as the Coordinating Minister 
of Health and Social Welfare 
@Fmohnigeria with the 
mandate to  t rans form 
Nigeria's healthcare system 
for improved health outcomes 
in line with H.E. President 
Bo la  A .  T inubu  GCFR 
@officialABAT Renewed Hope 
Agenda.”

“Our agenda focuses on four 
pillars: Strengthening health 
sector governance and 
institutions, smart and 
e f f e c t i v e  r e gu l a t i o n s ,  
digitization, enhancing citizen 
v o i c e s  a n d  o u r  
responsiveness, and making 
sure no one is left behind.

“ E f f i c i e n t ,  r e s i l i e n t ,  
equitable, affordable and 
quality health system to 
improve health outcomes by 
de l i ve r i ng  p reven t i ve ,  
promotive, and curative 
s e r v i c e s ,  a t  p r i m a r y  
healthcare and hospitals, by 
p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  a n d  
motivated health workforce, 
and sustainable domestic 
financing.

“Medical industrialisation 
and unlocking the healthcare 
value chains, to create jobs 
and promote economic 
development.

“Embedding health security 

ON also asked the 
government  to  Aprovide a dedicated 

line to access foreign 
exchange from the Central 
Bank of Nigeria to enable 
them to meet the ir  
obligations to passengers.

They called during a 
courtesy visit on the 
Minister of Aviation, Festus 
Keyamo, at his office in 
Abuja.

Abdulmunaf Yunusa, the 
President, AON, said the 
reason of the visit was to 
brief the minister about the 
challenges in the sector 
and proffer solutions, as 
well as congratulate him on 
his recent appointment as 
minister.

T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
presented to the minister, 
where Roland Iyayi, the 
Chief Executive Officer, Top 
Brass Aviation, said there 
was a need to ensure the 
adequa te  supp l y  o f  
aviation fuel in the sector.

According to him, there is 
an urgent need to facilitate 
t h e  l i b e r a l i s a t i o n ,  
p r o c u r e m e n t  a n d  

distribution of JetA1 
nationwide and allow AON 
to procure a licence for 
product importation and 
distribution and also 
immediate review of 
i n d u s t r y  m u l t i p l e

taxes, fees and charges.
He said AON had been 

denied that right to get the 
licence for a long time, 
a dd i n g  t h a t  a i r l i n e  
operators were the end 
users and should be 
granted permission to 
penetrate the market to 
source aviation fuel and 
distribute.

as part of economic and as 
national security,” the global 
vaccine expert said.

He added that though the 
task is huge and the journey is 
long, “With commitment by all 
levels of our government, 
sectors, and partners, we will 
achieve our vision of a healthy, 
prosperous, and thriving 
Nigeria. This we will do with 
utmost transparency and 
impeccable accountability.”

The PUNCH reports that Pate 
stepped down from becoming 
the Chief Executive Officer of 
Gavi s ix weeks before 
assuming the position.

Pate was meant to resume as 
the CEO of Gavi on August 3, 
2 0 2 3 ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

announcemen t  o f  h i s  
appointment by the global 
health organisation on 
February 13, 2023.

However, in a statement 
made available to our 
correspondent on Monday, 
GAVI noted that it decided to 
appoint another CEO, seeing 
as Pate will no longer resume 
as CEO.

In the statement, Pate 
informed the board of Gavi 
that he received a request to 
“return and contribute to his 
home country, Nigeria.”

However, Pate has restated 
Gavi 's  commitment to 
prioritise Nigeria in the rollout 
of malaria vaccine and to 
contribute to the overall 
health care in the country.

Again gunmen kidnap varsity 
students in Nasarawa

The affected students are 
Rahi la Hanya (SLT), 
J o s e p h i n e  G e r s h o n  
(Computer Sc ience),  
R o s e m a r y  S a m u e l  
(Business Administration) 
and Goodness Samuel of 
Geography Department.

C o m r a d e  S o l o m o n  
Timmy, the head of the 
S t u d e n t  U n i o n  
Gove rnmen t  (SUG) ,  
confirmed the incident to 
newsmen on Tuesday, 
adding that the abducted 
victims are all 100-level 
students.

The SUG Secretary-
G e n e r a l ,  C o m r a d e  
Riwonga Lucky Ali, in a 
statement issued on 
Tuesday, urged students to 
remain calm as efforts are 
in place to secure their 

release unhurt. 
Meanwhile, the Chairman 

of NSUK Chapter of the 
Academic Staff Union of 
Un ivers i t ies  (ASUU),  
Samuel Alu, has confirmed 
the release of Professor 
Kuje.

Alu said Prof. Kuje was 
released on Tuesday, and 
has been re-united with his 
family.

The former DVC was 
kidnapped by gunmen on 
Sunday night, at his private 
residence in Keffi.

OVERNOR Abba Kabir GYusuf of Kano State has 
offered a permanent and 
pensionable appointment to 
a casual worker at the State 
Pilgrims Welfare Board, 
Dayyabu Haladu, who 
returned missing $16,000 
during the last Hajj operation 
in Saudi Arabia.

This is contained in a 
s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  t o  
newsmen in Kano on 
Tuesday by his Press 
Secretary, Sanusi Bature 
Dawakin Tofa.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
statement, the Governor 
also offered Haladu a gift of 
N1 million and an automatic 
slot to enable him to perform 
the forthcoming Hajj.

It said Governor Yusuf 
disclosed the gesture while 
receiving the report of the 
board for the 2023 Hajj.

He expressed appreciation 
to the casual worker for 
d i s p l a y i n g  s e l f  
contentment,adding that 
such character was an 

excellent behaviour worthy 
of emulation by all and 
sundry.

“As a casual staff whose 
allowance is nothing to write 
home about, this gentleman 
managed to return the lost 
money.

The Governor urged the 
people of Kano to maintain 
the hard-earned reputation 
of the state by showcasing 
t he  good  v i r t ues  o f  
t r u s two r t h i ne s s ,  s e l f  
discipline and contentment 
so that they could live a 
happy life.

In his response, Haladu 
said he returned the lost 
money to the state Pilgrims 
Welfare Board for the fear of 
Allah, knowing well that it 
was not proper to use what 
did not belong to him in spite 
of the current economic 
hardships in the country.

He thanked the governor 
for the gesture, describing it 
as the happiest moment of 
his life.

Local airlines demand 
jet fuel import licence

Keyamo Kuje

Mrs Ayuku Pwaspo has 
appealed to the state 
government to overhaul the 

state owned media outfits, 
the Plateau Publishing 
Corporation, PPC, publishers 
of THE NIGERIA STANDARD 
newspaper and SUNDAY 
STANDARD and the Plateau 

Ra d i o  a n d  Te l e v i s i o n  
Corporat ion, PRTVC to 
project the image of the state 
by telling the Plateau story to 
the outside world.

Ayuku who is the first 
female Chairman of the NUJ, 
made the call when she led 
other officials of the council 
on a courtesy visit on 
Governor Caleb Mutfwang at 
the Old Government, House, 
Rayfield, Jos, yesterday.

The NUJ Chairman said, " 
We want to lend our voice to 
t h e  T i m e  i s  N o w  
administrat ion to give 
attention to the media 
organizations to deliver on 
their mandate and project the 
true Plateau story to the 
outside world," she stressed.

She disclosed that they 
were at Government House to 
congratulate the governor on 
their  election and victory at 
the tribunal. 

The Chairman noted that his 
election was divine, to uplift 
and build on the foundation 
laid by his predecessors.

She highlighted that as 
journalists, they have the 
o n e r o u s  a n d  c r i t i c a l  
responsibility to educate  the 
public as well as promote 
government policies and 
programmes for the benefit 
and general good of the 
society.

Journalists, she noted, were 
pro fess iona ls  and not  
members of any political 
party. Or do they have 
affiliations, attachment, or 
alignment with political 
persuasion. She added thatb 
they were sometimes critical 
in their analysis to elicit or 
promote  issues, policies, 
programmes, or projects that 
add value to the people.

Pwaspo however told the 
governor that the emergence 
of the current leadership  
followed the election held last 
month and deemed it fit to 
come and appreciate the 
government for its support 
and to introduce the officials 
to the government.

The NUJ leadership assured 
the government of the 
c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  
determination of members of 

the Fourth Estate of the Realm 
t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  t h e  
government to harness the 
potentials of the state.

She  commended  t he  
governor for efforts in tackling 
the security challenges that 
have bedevilled the state for 
years.

She pointed out that as 
agenda setters, their job was 
demanding and requires 
support and conducive 
environment to perform well.

Pwaspo stated that the NUJ 
secretariat was donated by 
the former governor of the 
state, the  late Chief Solomon 
Lar in 1982 and successive 
administrations have done 
one  project or the other with 
the recent remodelling of the 
Secretariat by the past 
governor, Barr Simon Bako 
Lalong. And appealed to the 
present administration to 
assist on the  ongoing project, 
the NUJ House at the Press 
Centre which is a one storey 
building with 500 seater 
capacity hall and offices for 
lease.

Governor Caleb Mutfwang 
expressed delight for the visit 
and congratu lated the 
Chairman, Mrs Ayuku Pwaspo 
for her emergence as the first 
female Chairman of NUJ on 
the Plateau  and other officials 
at the recent election.

Mutfwang, represented by 
his Deputy, Mrs Josephine 
Piyo expressed confidence in 
the ability and competence of 
the first female chairman of 
the NUJ. 

He urged Journalists as  
members of the fourth estate 
of the realm and as partners in 
progress, to remain apolitical 
just as he pointed out that 
they owe a lot to members of 
public and society who look up 
to them.

Governor Mutfwang assured 
the leadership of the NUJ in 
the state of his readiness to 
partner with them  by making  
sure that a conducive 
atmosphere was provided for 
them to operate.

On the request presented  
by NUJ, the governor's 
representative promised to 
channel it appropriately.

FG approves 
contract 

appointments 
for retired 
healthcare 

workers
Continued from Page 1

HE Coordinating Minister Tof Health and Social 
Welfare, Prof Ali Pate, has said 
that strengthening health 
sector governance, and 
institutions, and ensuring 
eff ic ient, resi l ient and 
affordable quality health 
systems are some of his 
agenda for the country's 
health sector.

Prof Pate also noted that 
medical industrialisation, 
unlocking the healthcare 
value chains, and embedding 
health security as part of 
economic and national 
security are also his priorities 
for the health sector.

Pate disclosed this in a 
series of messages on his X 
handle @muhammadpate on 
Monday night.

Pate to prioritize strengthening health sector

Gov Yusuf rewards casual 
worker for returning $16,000

Pate

Plateau NUJ wants government to overhaul 
own media













Hon. Josephine Piyo, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo, NUJ executive members and 
Government officials in a group photograph
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NUJ Chairman, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo delivering her courtesy message to the 
listening of the representative of Governor Mutfwang and other  Staff

Cross section of the NUJ state executive council during the visit

Representative of Governor Mutfwang ( left ) responding

 Cross section of journalists covering the visit by the first female Chairman 
and team

Cross section of State Government functionaries to receive the NUJ

Hon. Josephine Piyo ( middle ) praying for the first female chairman of NUJ, 
Ayuku Pwaspo and team during the visit

Deputy Governor, Hon. Josephine Piyo in a handshake with the NUJ 
Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo
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Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang yesterday received the first female Chairman of the Nigeria Union of Journalists Plateau State 
Council, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo and her executive council, they were received by the the Deputy  Governor, Hon. Josephine Piyo in her office, Government 

House Rayfield, Jos

  MUTFWANG RECEIVES FIRST FEMALE  NUJ CHAIR AND EXCO
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TAKING the direct early hits were 
the towns of Ashkelon,  Sedrot, 
Holit, Ofakim and Kibbutz Bee're 
in southern Israel. Heavily 
populated cities of Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem were not spared either. 

Coming from Gaza, it was easy 
to call out who the messenger of 
death was. And of course, it was 

Hamas, the arch enemy of Israel.  
By the last count,  the organisation 
had fired over 5,000 missiles in 
the first two hours of the attacks,  
and it is counting.  The attacks 
caught the Israeli security 
n app i n g  a nd  s h ook  t h e  
foundation of the small country.

By mid-day on Saturday, videos 
had emerged showing Hamas 
infiltration into Israeli southern 
villages with innocent persons 
being killed in cold blood and 
others kidnapped. Soldiers were 
also among the casualties. 
Sooner, it became clearer that the 
attacks were closely coordinated 
and had three prongs - air, land 
and sea component. About a 
thousand Hamas fighters were 
reported to have poured into 
Israel.

Expectedly Israel declared a 
state of war and started 
responding in kind by pounding 
Gaza from the air. Retaliatory 
campaigns were in full swing and 
bellow of smokes were rising all 
over Gaza. Death figures from 
both theatres swelled and the 
injured were in the thousands.

Not until about fifty years ago 
this day were the Israelis caught 
in their underbelly. In a similar 
fashion on October 6 1973, while 
the Israelis were observing the 
holist Jewish religious holiday, the 
Yom Kippur War broke out. A 
combined force of Syrian and 
Egyptian armies launched a 
surprise attack on Israel. Like the 
current situation,  the Israelis did 
not see it coming.  But that was 
fifty years ago.  Since then much 
has changed in terms of electronic 
communication surveillance and 
sophisticated spycraft.  So why did 
the Israeli intelligence fail 
woefully again?

Hamas is a Sunni Islamic  
Resistance Movement. It was 
established in 1987, after the first 
Intifada, and has its origins in 
Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, Its sworn objective is 
the destruction of the state of 
Israel. Hamas grew into a 
powerful political force that 
challenged the influence of the 
PLO. In 2006 the organisation 
won the legislative election in 
Gaza. Over the years they pushed 
out the PLO in Gaza and became 
the de facto power. This did not sit 
well with the Israelis but they had 
to live with it and adopt a policy of 
containment.  Since 2006 there 
have been occasional flare-ups 
between Hamas and Israel but it 
has never gotten to the level 
unfolding before our eyes.

So what exactly is the trigger for 
the current game of death? 
Perhaps,

no one specific trigger but a 

product of events over the years: 
Israeli occupation, the Al Aqsa 
mosques issue, maltreatment of 
the Palestinians, expansion of 
Israeli settlements in the West 
Bank and the unilateral end to the 
peace process which aims to 
address the Palestine question 
through a two-state solution.

Added to these is the flurry of 
actions taking place in respect of 
Israel in the Arab world that tend 
to negate the plight of the 
Palestinians. Specific mention 
should be made of the meetings 
for the normalisation of relations 
between Saudi Arabia and Israel. 
Saudi Arabia is the strongest 
supporter of the Palestine cause. 
Hamas sees the hobnobbing 
between the two countries as 
throwing the Palestinians under 
the bus and would do everything 
to thwart it.

Hamas has shown that Israel is 
not invincible after all. For a 
militant group to breach the 
much-taunted Israeli security 
networks around Gaza and 
conduct such a spectacular attack 
speaks volumes. It portrays one 

thing, the vulnerability of Israel.  
No doubt, the question in Israel 

today is what went wrong? Was it 
a colossal intelligence failure? 
Was there a security black spot? 
What happened to their human 
and electronic surveillance over 
the Gaza Strip?  Has Mossad the 
much celebrated Israeli spy 
Agency lost its 'mojo'? How did 
Hamas pull this earthshaken 
a t t a c k  t h r o u g h  w i t h o u t  
detection? An attack that took 
months to plan. Could it be that 
Hamas has learned over the years 
and mastered its acts? It is just a 
litany of questions.

Perhaps the Israelis will answer 
these questions down the road. 
The task at hand is to contain the 
macabre situation. But then 
stocks have to be taken. When a 
country is embroiled in an 
i n t e r na l  p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s ,  
undesirable things happen. 

President Benjamin Netanyahu 
is partly the problem. He wants to 
be a lifetime leader and will do 
everything to hang on. He created 
the internal crisis with his sit-tight 
intentions which led to the 
alliance with far-right and ultra-
religious parties to form a 
government. The alliance came 
with a baggage.

Netanyahu started a terrible 
policy of West Bank expansion 
and expulsions which left an 
unpleasant taste in the minds of 
persons with a conscience. In a 
bid to remain unchallenged, he 
started to tamper with the Israeli 
constitution to reduce the powers 
and influence of the Supreme 
Court. Demonstrations over this 
dictatorship drive and tendencies 
have been going on over the last 
year in Israel. It has also soured 
the relationship with the United 
States. The move fractured the 
Israeli society. Even Israeli 
reservists threaten to refuse call-
up if the meddling with the 
constitution goes through. 
Luckily, they are now putting the 
nation first and rising to defend 
their people. So there has been 
internal infighting and a house 

divided cannot stand. Therefore,  
Hamas saw a window, thus the 
brazen attack.  And there lies a 
lesson for any nation. A person's 
ambition cannot be greater than 
the interest of the vast majority.

By conjecture, who knows, 

maybe the event of Saturday 
wouldn't have been precipitated 

had Israel been at peace with itself.  
It beats all imagination that an 
attack of the scale witnessed on 
Saturday could have been 
planned and executed within the 
plain sight of Israel without 
detection.  Unfortunately,  innocent 
persons, babies, children and 
grandmums on both sides are 
bearing the brunt. Persons who 
woke up with big dreams couldn't 
live to see the midday because of 
the bad decisions of political 
actors.

Typically, America and the larger 
West have declared their rock-
solid and unwavering support for 
Israel. It was a fait accompli. 
America has also warned against 
persons and groups cashing in on 
the fluid situation to make some 
statement. 

Indeed no group or nation 
should see the development as an 
opportunity for a selfserving 
move and add to the volatility of 
the situation. Iranian-backed 
Hisbolah and their ilk should 
exercise restraint because the 
temptation to jump into the fray 
would be high. Then the conflict 
will spiral out of control with 
consequences that will be dire 
and severe. I am not naive to 
think that the dynamics will not 
change more dramatically in the 
next few days and weeks as the 
conflict evolves but reasons 
should prevail.

We should be de-escalating 
instead of escalating the 
situation, or else it will amount to 
self-immolation and armageddon 
in the Middle East. Hamas's action 
is already being described as the 

hand of Esau but the voice of 
Jacob. It is generally believed that 
Hamas is prodded from behind by 
Iran.

While not holding brief for 
Hamas for its dastardly attack, 
w h i c h  h a s  i m m e n s e  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  
organisation and region, the time 
has come to ask how we got here. 
The conflagration may be largely 
unprovoked but the seeds of 
discord were sowed in the past. 
The Palestinians are dislocated 
people without a homeland. 
Interestingly, they used to have a 
homeland until seventy-five 
years ago when the zionist state 
of Israel was created out of 
Palestine for the persecuted Jews.  
Having settled down with the 
unalloyed support of the Western 
world,  the relocated Jews became 
Oliver twist and embarked on land 
grabbing, particularly after the 
failed Arab attempt to dislodge 
them. 

The occupation of the land of 
Palestine is referred to as ' 
enakba' (the calamity). Ever 
since the Palestinians have found 
a way to make their voices heard 
t h r o u g h  o r t h o d o x  a n d  
unorthodox means. The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, black 
September movement, Jenin 
Brigade, Islamic Jihad and Hamas 
are part of this struggle. 
Un fo r tuna te l y,  t he  more  
moderate group in this fight, the 
reformed Fatta Movement which 
is the face of Palestine that 
favoured a negotiated resolution 
and a two-state solution have 
been sidelined and left in a 
precarious situation. For over fifty 
years I have been hearing of 
peace process without peace. 
Many UN resolutions on the 
Palestinian issue have not been 
implemented. Israel refuses to 
negotiate with the Palestinian 
authority because they have the 
initiative and the upper hand.

The time has come for a rethink 
and change of strategy.  Digging 
in helps nobody. That is while I 
applaud the position of Former 
Israel Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
when he suggested that no one 
should be under the illusion that 
force is the answer.  He insisted 
that negotiation with the bona-
fide representatives of the 
Palestinians is the way forward.  It 
couldn't have come from another 

person than him. He knows better 
having fought a bitter war with 
Lebanese-based Hisbolah in 2006 
during his time as PM. When the 
dust of this conflict settles, 
perhaps we should think 
differently and signal enough of 
the bloodletting and wastage of 
life. We shall collectively declare 
that time has come for the reign 
of justice and peace in the region. 
People born in Israel and Palestine 
dese rve  a  l i f e  devo id  o f  
intimidation, fear, death and 
wanton destruction.  Let all men of 

goodwill work for this peace. 
There is no alternative.

Armaggedon. Apocalypse.  Could it be that the last great battle has come to the Middle East? The world was stunned Saturday morning waking 

up to booms as flashes of red balls of exploding rockets landed on cities in Israel. OBOLI AUGUSTINE writes.

As the Middle East burns

Netanyahu Abass





THE inaugural Church service of Karl 

Kumm University was held on the 3rd of 

September, 2023. The Church service 

was led by the University Librarian Dr. 

Mrs Lydia Endaben Lakan. 
The sermon was given by Dr. Thomas 

Adisa of the Federal College of Animal 

Health and Production Technology Vom. 

He is also an Elder at COCIN LCC Vom 

Vet. The topic of the sermon was “THE 

LAW OF THE FIRST” Deuteronomy 

21:17 New International Version (NIV). 

He must acknowledge the son of his 

unloved wife as the firstborn by giving 

him a double share of all he has. 
That son is the first sign of his father's 

strength. The right of the firstborn 

belongs to Him.
The law of the first arrival gives you 

the privilege of accessing certain 

blessings.  It also attracts the attention 

of peculiar challenges and adversaries; 

which requires you to fight certain 

battles. 
Don't be surprised that all the 

experiences or battles you've been 

fighting are all preparing you for this 

position of First Born in this system; 

Karl Kumm University. 
The first Vice-Chancellor, the First 

Registrar, the Bursar or University 

Librarian, the first set of staff employed 

by the University or foundational 

students,  know that God has been at 

work preparing you to enter into this 

position. God is very deliberate. 
Nobody becomes first by accident or 

stubbles into becoming first. It is a 

deliberate crafting of God. Deu. 21:17b 

says “That son is the first sign of his 

father's strength”. 
Who is our father? If God is our father, 

then being first in this university means 

we are the sign of the strength of God 

and because God does not fail we 

cannot fail. “That son is the first sign of 

his father’s strength”. You are the first 

sign (a sign is a display) you are the one 

whom God wants to use to display his 

strength. 
Nobody has the power or capability to 

defeat God so you cannot be defeated. 

When you start seeing battles around 

you, be assured that you cannot be 

defeated because you are the sign of 

God’s strength. 
My fellow staff and students, you 

cannot be defeated. Challenges will 

come, and temptations abound. Some 

students that came here very decent if 

care is not taken will begin to pick up 

ungodly characters, or some with 

hidden ungodly behaviour from homes 

will try to pull others into certain 

ungodly practices. 
However, always remember that you 

are the First in this University and you 

must always remind yourself that you 

are the sign of God’s strength. Verse 

17a of Deuteronomy 21 says “He must 

acknowledge the son of his unloved wife 

as the firstborn by giving him a double 

share of all he has”.  By design the son is 

in a disadvantaged position, (his 

mother is not loved) and so is not worth 

the privileges. You may also be in a 

disadvantaged position but God is 

saying “I choose you because you are 

the sign of my strength”.  
Some first men in scripture 

(Borrowing the principles of being first 

from these men)Cain: Gen 4:3.  Cain 

had a privilege. He had the opportunity 

to represent God’s first sample of the 

human race; he had the opportunity to 

have been the 'first' of all firstborns. 

God wanted to make Cain the sample of 

the blessing of being first.
His parents failed, but he had an 

opportunity to show a sample of a 

successful child of challenged parents. 

His parents were challenged but he had 

an opportunity to become an example 

of someone who could overcome the 

challenge. Cain did not understand the 

privilege he had as a First Born. Cain 

was obsessed with himself until Satan 

took over. 
The next time we read about Cain was 

in a warning ‘Don’t be like Cain….’ 1 

John 3:12. This is not a good example. 

God discarded him. That will not be your 

potion in Jesus' name.Esau: Gen 27:7. 

Being the first son, his father was 

deliberate about blessing him. He was 

very conscious of the fact that Esau 

needed to be blessed. 
Esau had the privilege of someone 

who should have col lected a 

generational blessing. But Esau was 

defeated by the need for instant and 

premature gratification. The next time 

we hear about him is a warning not to be 

godless like Esau. Hebrew 12:16. You 

will not eat your seed of greatness 

prematurely in Jesus' name. Reuben: 

Gen 35:22- The son of Bilhah, the 

firstborn of Jacob. He was to collect the 

juiciest of blessings, but he gave in to 

the power of lust. 
He lusted after the young beautiful 

wife of his father. For one session of sex, 

he lost it.  (Gen 49:3-4). A man who 

was designed to be his father's 'might' 

and 'first sign of his strength''. A man 

who should have ‘excelled in honour 

and power' ended regrettably. You will 

not abort God’s blessing for your life in 

the name of Jesus. 
When sexual temptations or pressure 

around your academics come, you will 

like Daniel purpose in your heart, not to 

defi le yourself no matter the 

temptation, no matter the pressure. 

Elder brother to the prodigal son: (Luke 

15:11-32). He fails to rejoice when his 

younger brother returns home after a 

riotous life. 
He went into depression, he went into 

sadness. He swam into a purposeless 

self-righteous and cold self-indulgence 

and failed to enjoy the privileges of 

being first; having the responsibility of 

looking out for his lost brother and also 

rejoicing that a lost sibling is back. One 

of the things that kills a system is this 

kind of spirit. Failure to rejoice when 

others are being promoted or 

recognised. 
This shall not be our potion as staff and 

students of this University in Jesus' 

name.Conclusion (Entering God’s 

purpose for the first)The First must be 

consecrated: ‘Consecrate me first…….’ 

Exodus 13:2. It is consecration that will 

keep us from falling into the tragic 

examples we considered above. 
We must let God set us apart for what 

He wants to do through us as firstborns 

in this University. You cannot be 

consecrated to one to whom you are not 

connected. 
It begins with a connection to God. 

Jesus is the model of the firstborn Col 

1:15. You must come under the blood: 

Just as the blood was used to spare the 

firstborns in Egypt, we must come 

under the blood. Hebrews 11:28 "By 

faith, he kept the Passover and the 

application of blood so that the 

destroyer of the firstborn would not 

touch the firstborn of Israel. ”You must 

come under the blood.
Dr.  Lydia Lakan is the Chief 

Liberian of Karl Kumm University 

Vom
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NOT quite long ago, Nigeria was 
ranked among the Polio Free 
Countries by Experts and 
Researchers from the World 
Health Organisation (WHO). This, 
no doubt, was a cheering news to 
Nigerians and it was a plus to the 
Federal Ministry of Health and 
partners in the fight against 
poliomyelitis. 

No little hook could hold it back 
from the Federal Government of 
Nigeria for the successes 
recorded from August 21, 2019 to 
date without detecting any case of 
Wild Polio Virus (WPV), which 
showed how proactive and firm 
government has stood its ground 
in the fight this dreaded virus. 

Although, it was at first, a tug of 
war in getting to persuade some 
families in communities, when 
Community Health Workers were 
deployed to create awareness on 
its importance to children under 
age 0 to 5 years to breast feeding 
mothers. It took government’s 
efforts upon efforts to convince 
these breast feeding mothers’ 
husbands and communities to 
allow for the immunization of 
children with Poliomyelitis.

This is because radio jingles and 
TV Vedios of how dreaded and 
harmful these viruses are to 
children and how it can cause 
emotional pains to families, 
leaving them with their loved ones 
crippled and in a disability state. 
It was unfortunate that, some in 
their ignorance believed it to be 
an act of witchcraft and could not 
allow their children to be 
vaccinated.

We must commend some major 
key actors and partners like the 
Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs), Non-Governmental 
O r g a n i s a t i o n s  ( N G O s ) ,  
Community and Rel ig ious 
Leaders, who were not left out in 
trying to gain the trust of these 
commun i t i es  who  ear l i e r  
rejected, but later agreed 
reluctantly to avil themselves and 
benefit from this gesture. 

Apart from the door to door 
sensitisation by these key actors 
in communities across the 
country, there were also placards, 
signboards, and awareness on 
other Media Platforms. Funny 
enough before now, some based it 
on their religious beliefs and 
tagged the programme as a 
tactical plan to initiate their 
children into some diabolic 
"Whiteman’s" world and the 
process was initially frustrated.

It would be recalled that, WHO 
had three years ago issued a 
Certificate of Polio Free Nigeria to 
the Federal Government, placing 
our country among the Polio Free 
countries and it was a major 
achievement to Nigeria's Health 
Sector which we celebrated.

However,  i t  may sound 
confusing to many now who 
cannot place their minds on the 
possible resurgence of this virus. 
Surprisingly, the unexpected 
happened recently when reports 
of this deadly virus seemed to 
have resurfaced in some African 
Countries, reawakening the need 
to have National immunization 
Plus Days (NIPDs) recently.

However, according to WHO 
findings, "there are still risks as 
some children are either partially 
immunized. This makes the 
current success fragile as 
insecurity, suboptimal routine 
immunization coverage across 

reviewed the data on wild 
poliovirus (WPV1) and circulating 
vaccine derived polioviruses 
(cVDPV) in the context of global 
target of eradication of WPV and 
cessation of outbreaks of cVDPV2 
by the end of 2023.  Technical 
updates were received about the 
situation in the fol lowing 
countries: Afghanistan, Algeria, 
Burkino Faso, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Pakistan, United Republic of 
Tanzania and Zambia".

Federal Government of Nigeria 
decided to flag off the National 
Immunization Plus Days (NIPDs) 
across the country. Here on the 
P l a teau ,  Governo r  Ca leb  
Manasseh Mutfwang, did not rest 
on his oars knowing the 
importance of this to a Plateau 
child, sung into action by flagging 
off NIPDs on September 27, 2023 
at the Primary Health Care (PHC) 
Tudun-wada Jos-North LGA of 
Plateau State.

D e c l a r i n g  o p e n  t h e  
immunization exercise, the 
Executive Governor, Barr. Caleb 
Mutfwang, represented by his 
Deputy, Her Excellency, Ngo 
Josephine Piyo, said, "this 
programme is a big programme 
because no parent would like to 
cheat his child. I am delighted to 
welcome you to the flag off 
campaign of NIPDs.

"The state government is 
committed to achieving the 

universal health programme and 
have embarked on complete over 
hold of health sector and urged 
parents and guardians to ensure 
that, children receive the Polio 
Vaccine from September 30 to 
October 3, 2023. I appreciate all 
s takeholders who worked 
tirelessly to see to the success of 
this programme", he appreciated.

Earlier, the Executive Secretary, 
Plateau State Primary Health Care 
Board, Dr. Raymond Juryit, 
commended Governor Mutfwang, 
for the show of interest in the 
health sector and that, with the 
new government in place, people 
should expect great things to 
happen in the health sector 
because they have trained staff 
for this exercise.

On his part, the National 
E xe cu t i v e  D i r e c t o r /Ch i e f  
Executive Officer, National 
P r i m a r y  H e a l t h  C a r e  
Development Agency, Dr. Faisal 
Shuaibu, commended Plateau 
State Government for its 
commitment and Rotary Club for 
supporting the Polio with over 300 
million in Plateau State.

Meanwhile, the Gbong Gwom 
Jos, Da Jacob Gyang Buba, 
represented by Gwom Rwey 
Riyom, Da Samuel Jok, has 
appealed to the Plateau State 
government to help construct a 
good road to the Tudun-wada PHC 
because the road has not been 
safe to patients who come to 
receive treatment.

There were breast feeding 
mothers drawn from Jos-North 
and parts of Jos-South Local 
Government Areas, who trooped 
in with their children to witness 
the occasion, where the Plateau 
State Commissioner of Health, Dr. 
Cletus Bako Shurkur, commended 
them for turning out enmasse to 
receive the Polio vaccine.

the States and poor sanitating 
post, a threat to sustaining these 
gains, hence the need for this 
NIPDs and subsequent polio mass 
campaign".

"The thirty-sixth (36) meeting of 
the Emergency Committee under 
the  In te rna t i ona l  Hea l th  
Regulations (2005) (IHR) on the 
international spread of poliovirus 
was convened by the WHO 
Director-General on 16 August 
2023 with committee members 
and advisers attending via video 
conference, supported by the 
WHO Secretariat.  

"The Emergency Committee 

"The committee recognized that 
border vaccination may not be 
feasible at very porous borders 
between some affected African 
countries but was concerned by 
the lack of synchronization and 
cross border coordination in 
Afr ica. The committee is 
concerned by conflicts and 
insecurity in many of the infected 
countries as such circumstances 
allows the polioviruses to elude 
control in countries such as 
Yemen, Nigeria, Dr Congo, 
Mozambique and Sudan", it 
highlighted. 

    It was for this reason that the 

Plateau flag off NIPDs precaution against WPV1

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA



Leading Pastor of the Church, Rev. Emmanuel Joel Nimchefa making some 
remarks, while the Commissioner for Information and Communication, Hon. 
Musa Ibrahim Ashoms, Director of Press and Public Affairs, Gyang Bere,  
Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo with her. EXCO paying attention.

From left are, former NUJ State Chairmen, Mr. Katdapba Gobum, Mr. Chris 
Gyang and wife ( middle )

Immediate past NUJ Chairman, Mr. Paul Jatau ( left ) exchanging greetings 
with Rotarian  Sunny Dung Mnipr at the Thanksgiving

NUJ State Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo with the General Manager, PRTVC, Mrs. 
Kachollom Rita Pam represented by the Corporation's Director of News and 
Current Affairs, Mr. Yakubu Taddy, former NUJ Chairman

Veteran Journalist and retired staff of PRTVC, Mr. George Pam ( left) with 
the Director of Press and Public Affairs to Governor Mutfwang, Mr. Gyang 
Bere

Chairman, Christian Association of Nigeria , Rev.Fr. Polycarp Lubo delivering 
the CAN best wishes

Celebrant, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo (right) with the Commissioner for 
Information and Communication, Hon. Musa Ibrahim Ashoms

Rev. Emmanuel Joel Nimchefa praying for the first female chairman of 
NUJ and her  Executive Council
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The first female Chairman, Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Plateau State Council, Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo Sunday held a Thanksgiving service at the 
Church of Christ in Nation (COCIN) Local Church Council, Nassarawa Gwong of Jos North LGA. Mrs. Ayuku Pwaspo, flanked by the executive council of 

NUJ, former chairmen of the state council, veteran and Journalists with other well wishers attended the service

FIRST FEMALE NUJ CHAIRMAN'S THANKSGIVING SERVICE
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A looming “great pandemic” could be 50 
times more deadly than coronavirus, top 
scientists warned today.

Latest figures show 223,906 people in 
the UK who died had Covid-19 on their 
death certificates.

Millions more were infected, leaving 
hundreds of thousands thought to be 
suffering from Long Covid.

But experts fear another pandemic 
could infect and kill even more.

American virologist Dr Robert Redfield, 
who served as director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention from 
2018 to 2021, feared his grandchildren 
would be faced with an even bigger crisis.

He told the BBC : “I think they are at 
high risk for a great pandemic in the next 
decade or two and I think that pandemic 
is going to be caused by man not nature - 
either intentional bioterrorism or 
possibly just a lab accident.”

Oxford University's Regius Professor of 
Medicine, Professor Sir John Bell, said the 
Covid-19 pandemic “could have been a 
lot worse”.

“What are we going to do about 
detecting and managing the next 
pandemic, because that's where trouble 
comes from?,” he said.

“I don't want to dismiss this last 
pandemic - a lot of people suffered a lot, 
there were lots of lives lost and it was a 
great tragedy … it could have been a lot 
worse.”

He said that if the Omicron variant had 
hit before the original Wuhan strain - 
which gave those it infected and who 
survived some immunity, and allowed 
vaccines to be developed - it would have 
claimed many more victims.

Modelling suggested that “if the first 
virus that appeared in Wuhan had not 
been the Wuhan strain but had been the 
Omicron strain - which we all know is 
much, much more infectious - and that 

had hit an immunologically naive 
population - in other words a population 
that had never seen the virus before - the 
peak mortality in the UK would be about 
five times what it was with the original 
Wuhan strain,” he said.

“Those were pretty dark days in April 
and May 2020 and I don't think we would 
have wanted five times the number of 
people dying.

“Had it been avian flu it would have 
been 50 times, so I think when we hear 
there's a great pandemic coming - if 
either one of those things were to happen 
it would be a great deal worse than what 
we saw.”

Sir John warned the next pandemic 
could come either from zoonotic 
transmission - where it is passed from 
animals to humans - or an accidental lab 
leak.

He pointed to the 2002-04 outbreak of 
severe adult respiratory syndrome which 
was first identified in China and killed 774 
people worldwide.

“We know historically that we do get 
pathogens that come from the animal 
kingdom that get into man that cause 
these sorts of outbreaks - the previous 
Sars outbreak is one but also occasional 
avian flu cases have come from animals,” 
he said.

“We know that happens. We also know 
that labs that look after these very 
pathogenic viruses do leak.”

He even raised fears of terrorists trying 
to steal viruses and use them as 
biological weapons.

Sir John said: “Don' forget that most 
terrorist organisations around the world 
have seen the havoc that can be 
provoked by these kinds of pathogens, so 
the concept that this is a biosecurity issue 
more widely shouldn't be a new one, it 
should be something that we are thinking 
about all the time.”

The Mirror

Next pandemic could be 50 
times deadlier than Covid
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Odd World

ONE of the most respected erudite 
scholars of recent times, Prof. Patrice 
Emery Lumumba was once quoted as 
saying, “The tragedy with Africa is that 
those with ideas are not in power, while 
those in power have no ideas. When the 
people have a chance, they still vote for 
those with no ideas.” For many who 
have followed with keen interest the 
silhouette criticisms offered by this 
scholar, it is daunting on us that some 
African states are far off the track of 
p r o g r e s s  a n d  o r  s y s t e m a t i c  
integration. Therefore, much needs to 
be done in terms of implementing 
strategic polices of good governance to 
salvage our nation states from 
plummeting into anarchy, chaos and or 
total collapse.

During several of his lamentations, 
Prof. Lumumba always apportioned 
blames on our leaders who due to acts 
of administrative ingenuity contributed 
to the socio-economic and political 
retardation of this continent. Evidently, 
the continuous clinching to power of 
these  visionless and corrupt leaders in 
Africa  have but only succeeded in 
turning back the hands of time.

Some of these leaders who got the 
opportunity of leading their nations on 
the platter of gold have regrettably not 
been able to justify such opportunities. 
Between the early 1960's to late 70's, 
successive military takeover of 
governments across the continent saw 
the growing number of military 
dictators which led to the emergence of 
stooges and evil men of thoughts 
brutally engaging many democratic 
oppositionists leading to the death of 
hundreds of thousands.  Few lucky 
ones were however able to escape into 
exile after knowing too well that their 
lives were in danger.

Most of these despots including the 
late Idi Amin of Uganda, Mubutu Sese 
Seko, Charles Talyor, Muammar 
Qadhafi including Joseph Kony, the 
Ugandan warlord, all never gave a 
thought about the nation’s collective 
wellbeing. 

In fact, Kony was one of the tyrannical 
warlords who disrupted, dehumanized 
and terrorized the people of the 
continent through his brutal leadership 
style. No doubt, his atrocities left a 
deep-seated hatred and ethnic divide 
amongst the citizenry.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y,  N i g e r i a  a l s o  
experienced such acts of brutality 
when the military held sway. While 
several innocent citizens of this 
country were unjustifiably jailed and or 
killed, others who escaped these 
despotic regimes went on exile to save 
their lives.   

In most recent years however, the 
transition of most of these African 
nations into democratic nation states 
have further entrenched democratic 
governance with great expectations.  
Many scholars had however hoped at 
initial stage that the democratization of 
African nation states would create 
fundamental   stability and add value 
to the people of the continent. Thus, 
the coming of democracy to most 
nations of the continent after so much 
struggle and sacrifice was initially 
regarded a great relief to pro-
autonomy and visionary scholars.

While democratic establishments in 

some countries have led to the 
actualization of concrete pil lars 
revamping basic institutional structures 
for greater prospects, some unfortunate 
nation states have equally been left aloft 
at the mercy of their corrupt and 
visionless leaders. Today, many of such 
emerging leaders based on greed and 
acts of personal aggrandizement have 
looted resources meant for the 
b e t t e r m e n t  o f  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s .  
Consequently, while their citizens 
continue to wallow in dehumanizing 
abject poverty, they have only 
concentrated on buying expensive 
castles abroad and participating neck-
deep into more acts of economic 
sabotage.    

In Nigeria, I have taken more time to 
scrutinize the long list of our leaders who 
have governed this nation for decades 
but not made the desired impact. In the 
midst of both economic and human 
resources Nigeria is blessed with; more 
than half of the nation's population is 
today living far below poverty line. Aside 
the biting difficulties of unemployment, 
insecurity and economic uncertainly, our 
educational sector is in total muddle. 
Just within a month, our national grid 
failed us twice sending strong signals 
that all is not well with our power sector.

Aside the rampaging activities of 
terrorists that have refused to allow us 
have a sound sleep; hardly a day passes-
by without any of us being told of one act 
of kidnapping and or armed robbery in 
this country. These unpleasant 
p h e n o m e n a  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  
overwhelming us because of the simple 
fact that we are yet to put our act 
together. To say the least, many have 
attested to the obvious fact that the 
citizens of this country have not allowed 
God to bless us with good leaders.

When our founding fathers were 
struggling to liberate this nation from the 
claws of colonial subjugation, they 
dreamed of a nation which after them 
would navigate itself and become a giant 
of Africa. Many of these past leaders of 
ours never anticipated for once that after 
they had gone, this country would be left 
fumbling in such an woeful and 
disgusting manner today.

After Nigeria's independence, the tales 
of this nation state has frighteningly 
continued to create an atmosphere of 
uncertainly as well as bash the hopes and 
aspirations of many. Today, Nigeria has 
become a nation state which requires all 
our prayers for it to overcome these 
difficult contemporary challenges. Some 
of these problems bedeviling us as a 
people were however unfortunately 
created by us.

Even as many citizens are yet to 
comprehend where the leaders of the 
country went wrong for us to deserve 
these unending calamities, some of 
them buried under the rubbles of a near 
failed state do know that only the 
citizenry can open a new chapter when 
the needful is done. Therefore, all we 
need to do to change Nigeria's disgusting 
narrative is to vote leaders with visions 
and intellectual capacity. Though it may 
take a long time to bring the nation back 
on track, with sincere commitments, 
sacrifice and total disregard to religious 
and regional sentiments, we can 
navigate the nation out of its present 
predicament for the better.

‘Leaders with ideas not in power’
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COME November 28th 2023, Karl 
Kumm University Vom, in Plateau 
State Nigeria will matriculate its 
pioneer students for the 2023/2024 
academic session. This became 
probable following the authorization 
received from the Nat ional  
Universities Commission, (NUC) for 
the university to commence its 
academic activities for this session. 
While this epoch making event is 
being awaited however, the 
institution is still offering admissions 
to prospective students and the 
excise will end two weeks before the 
matriculations. As it is, Karl Kumm 
University has many academic 
programmes available which have 
since been accredited and students 
obtaining lectures in faculty of 
Science and Computing and Faculty 
of Arts, Management and Social 
Sciences. Some of these courses 
include BSC Microbiology, BSC 
Information Technology, BSC 
I ndu s t r i a l  Chem i s t r y,  BSC  
Biochemistry, BSC Computer 
Science, BSC Cybersecurity, BSC 
Physics/Electronics, BSC Industrial 
Mathematics, BSC Accounting, BSC 
Business Administration, BSC 
Entrepreneurship, BSC Economics, 
BSC Political Science and BA Religion 
and Philosophy.    The idea behind 
the establishment of a university by 
COCIN was hinged on the proposal 
submitted to the leadership of COCIN 
by Prof Ezekiel G. Best towards the 
end of 2002 where he posited that 
COCIN needs to look ahead of its 
present efforts to consistent dreams 
of the founding fathers of the 
mission. The defining moment in the 
establishment of KKU took place on 
the 7th May 2003 after the General 
Church Council (GCC) resolved to 
start a university owned by COCIN. 
This was followed by a letter of intent 
for the establishment of the 
university issued the National 
Universities Commission,(NUC) on 
June 23, 2003.  In November 2003, 
the church inaugurated Sub-
committees to work on various 
aspects of the establishment of the 
university such as site selection, law, 
academic brief and finance amongst 
others.  On march 1st 2004, the 
church Executive Committee (EC) 
received the report of the Site 
Selection Committee. Four sites out 
of several others were presented, 
both within and outside Plateau 
State and were evaluated. Vom in Jos 
South Local Government Area of the 
state was eventually chosen as the 
best site as a result of its proximity to 
other tertiary institutions and the 
existence of the long established 
Vom Christian Hospital, another 
COCIN edifice which could become 
the institution’s Teaching Hospital. 
On December 7th 2007,  a 
thanksgiving prayer service was held 
on the site of the then proposed Karl 
Kumm University. The foundation 
laying ceremony was eventually 
conducted  2nd November 2009 by 
the then COCIN President, Rev. Prof 
Pandang Yamsat.On the 8th June 
2011, the church submitted the 
application forms to the NUC 
requesting the commission to carry 
out the verification visits that would 
lead to the granting of the necessary 
permission for the university to 
commence operat ions .  Th is  
eventually took place after a follow-
up visit by Professors Ochapa Onazi 
and Ezekiel Best. The Standing 
Committee on Private Universities, 
(SCOPU) of the NUC paid the first 
visit to the proposed institution in 
Vom between 9th February to 12th 
February 2014.The university was 
granted a licence on the 8th April 
2021 by the National Universities 

So far, the students of this 
distinguished faith based tertiary 
institution of learning have since 
commenced lectures under a serene 
env i r onmen t  dep i c t i ng  t he  
seriousness attached to the need for 
the provision of excellent scholarly 
knowledge of  global best practice. 
The institution in its quest to rise 
futuristic leaders is also convinced 
that this could not be achieved 
without inculcating the fear of God in 
these students. Thus, all these are 
encapsulated in the prospectus of 
the institution holistically intended to 
help these students redefine and key 
into contemporary leadership 
requirements for national integration 
and nation building. To ensure 
students’ comfortability on campus, 
basic amenities required in the likes 
of modern solar water heater, 22KA 
Electric Generator and other  
facilities have been provided in the 
institution. In the area of security, 
though security lies in God’s hands, 
the host community has since 
synergised towards the provision of 
more vigilantes to secure the 
perimeter of the institution. This 
aside, there are other  internal 
security arrangements strategized 
for the comfortability of the 
students. Beyond this arraignments, 
the Vice Chancellor and his 
management are constant ly 
interacting with students and staff 
towards creating an enabling 
environment for efficient and 
effective synergy for the progress of 
the institution. In this regard, several 
meetings have been held separately 
between the students and the 
management and lectures and 
management to enable them 
understand problems of the 
university community so as to 
speedily address them. During one of 
such meetings, the Vice Chancellor 
admonished the lecturers to always 
be at their best so as to impact 
positive developmental knowledge 
on the students. The university is 
also firm as to the anticipated 
conduct of student both during and 
after lectures in school. As a faith-
based institution, Karl Kumm 
believes in zero tolerance to 
unhealthy and indecent dressing. 
Obviously, the behavioural attitude 
of students must be in consonant 
with our spiritual values in Christ. 
Therefore, as these pioneer students 
settle for their academic career, a lot 
is expected from them and with the 
enabling environment so far created 
by the Vice Chancellor and his 
management team, the sky will be 
their starting point.

View Point

unabatedly exhibited by the 
incumbent COCIN President, Dr 
Amos Mohzo who so much believes in 
the tremendous philosophy behind 
the establishment of this great 
institution of learning. No doubt, the 
COCIN President has on several fora 
reiterated the need to support the 
institution to attain greatness.     
Karl Kumm University is starting its 
academic session for pioneer 
students in its permanent site due to 
the sincere commitment of the entire 
COCIN family as well as well-wishers 
who found it expedient to support 
this project come to fruition. 
Certainly, the university would not 
have come to be without the 
contributions and sacrifice of many 
who believed in the vision of the 
church to provide quality education 
and by so doing improve quality 
leadership in Nigeria and even 
beyond. The present management of 
the institution headed by the Vice 
Chancellor, Prof Nanven Audu 
Gambo has not left any stone 
unturned towards ensuring that the 
institution records a smooth take-off. 
Since Prof Gambo took over as the 
Vice Chancellor of the institution, he 
and the management  have 
continued to tirelessly work for the 
progress of the inst itut ion. 
Coincidentally, the present Vice 
Chancellor of the University, Prof 
Gambo who was a student of the 
Prof-Chancellor, Prof Onazi back then 
must have been tortured well in the 

Commission to operate as the 88th 
u n i v e r s i t y  i n  N i g e r i a .                
Today, after all set and done, Karl 
Kumm University can be said to have 
started on a sound footing as a result 
of the solid foundation put in place by 
the committee mandated to 
champion the establishment of the 
institution under the leadership of 
the Pro-Chancellor of this great 
inst i tut ion and former Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Jos, 
Prof Ochapa Onazi. It is on record 
that Prof Onazi has played a critical 
role in the establishment of several 
universities in the country. While 
bringing his expertise to bear in 
establishing Karl Kumm University, 
the global scholar of repute also 
testified on the fact that within a little 
possible time-frame, the university 
will blossom and emerge amongst 
the best in the nation.   But again, 
kudos must be given to the Chairman 
Board of Trustees, and former 
Executive Secretary of TETfund, Prof 
Suleiman Elias Bogoro, other 
members of the board, the COCIN 
leadership and management of the 
institution for their various 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o wa r d s  t h e  
commencement of studies in the 
school. No doubt, Prof Bogoro’s team 
resourcefulness, self-abnegation, 
a n d  u n e q u i v o c a l  s a c r i f i c e  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  
establishment and kick-starting of 
the institution. Added to this 
en thus iasm i s  the  pass ion  

area of resources management and 
service to humanity with integrity 
which has showcased itself within his 
period of leadership. Speaking 
recently, Prof Gambo advised all staff 
to live above board considering the 
great task ahead of the institution 
noting that the main objective 
behind the establishment of the 
institution should by the grace of God 
be realised in no distant time. The 
Vice Chancellor who personally has 
taken it upon his shoulders to 
unabatedly supervise unfolding 
developments in the institution 
further re-emphasized that it is also 
hopeful that within the next three 
years, Karl Kumm University will 
have more PhD holders as it intends 
to make the best use of them. Since 
the commencement of academic 
lectures, the Vice Chancellor has 
ensured that management ’s 
approach to transforming the 
university is simply unique and a 
distinguishing one which should not 
by any standard be compared with 
public universities in the country. 
Likewise, the institution is zero 
tolerant to indecent dressing even as 
students would  be modelled to 
developing great personality and self 
confidence in their anticipated 
obligations.    So far, all accredited 
courses offered by the institution 
have students who are on daily basis 
supervised and motivated to ensure 
that they are groomed to overcome 
leadership challenges ahead.

As Karl Kumm University matriculates students…
By BULUS GAMBO

Prof. Nanven Gambo

Prof. Gambo with his management staff
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A I N T A I N S  t h a t  
l e a d e r s h i p  i s  a  Mwillingness to change 

everything except basic values 
a n d  g o a l s ,  a  c o n t i n u a l  

dissatisfaction with “things as they 

are”,  as well as a drive to change 
things for the better. One key 
social skill that appears to underlie 
leader performance is social 
perceptiveness. Indeed, a strong 
case is made that leadership 
reflects a function that needs to be 
carried out regardless of time or 
place. It also has institutional 
roots throughout the globe. 

So leadership, in some form, 
appea r s  t o  be  un i ve r sa l  
throughout the developed and 
less developed countr ies.  
Archbishop Desmond Tutu is a 
leader in the truest sense of the 
word. Firm and steadfast in his 
views and way of life, his ideas 
now are as unchangeable as his 
ideas during the apartheid 
regime. He remains one of a few 
world leaders who retained their 
views regardless of the changing 
surrounding circumstances. 

He was a maverick spirit who 
became the voice of black South 
Africa under apartheid, a man of 
immense moral authority. Under 
his vigorous leadership, the church 
in South Africa became immersed 
in the political struggle. He 
constantly told the government of 
the time that its racist approach 
defied the will of God and for that 
reason could not succeed. 

But Archbishop Tutu has also not 
been uncritical of the ANC 
government. A couple of years 
ago he complained that some 
politicians were jumping on the 

“gravy train”.  In a recent interview 
he remarked (Shapiro 2 0 0 2 ) :    “We 
have to keep reminding people 
why we have struggled against 

apartheid. Now we've got to give 
credit for the fact that we have a  
remarkable stability in South 
Africa, but we need to get rid of 
the crime, the unemployment, 
and ensure that people will say, 

'Yes, there is a qualitative 
difference between repression 
and democracy. 

Let's make sure we become a 
democracy where debate and 
dissidence are things that we 

w e l c o m e '⋯ .” B e f o r e  1 9 9 0   
Archbishop Tutu's vigorous social 
perceptiveness and advocacy of 
social justice made him a figure of 
controversy. Today he is seen 
more as an elder statesman with a 
major role to play in reconciliation, 
and as a leading moral voice 
across the globe. If one scans the 

literature on leadership, it 
becomes  c l ea r  tha t  the  
Archbishop displays a synthesis 
of transformational, charismatic 
and pragmatic leadership, as well 
as a touch of zealotry. This 
remark warrants a closer look 
into these types of leadership. 
TRANSFORMATIONAL AND 
CHARISMATIC LEADER-SHIP 
Scholars have long debated 
exactly what makes exceptional, 
outstanding leadership possible. 
What allowed Julius Caesar, 
George Washington, and Joan of 
Arc to exercise such profound 
influence on their contemp-
oraries? In recent years, the 
quest to understand outstanding 
leadership has focused on the 
characteristics of charismatic 
and transformational leaders. An 
explanation for this might be the 
fact that charismatic and 
transformational leaders provide 
the world with a motivating 
sense of identity by presenting 
and art icu lat ing a vis ion 
examination of notable historic 
leaders, scholars of leadership 
have examined the merits of 
using the concept of charisma,  
and the closely related broader 
concept of transformational 
leadership, and concluded that 
c h a r i s m a t i c  a n d  t r a n s -
formational leadership can 
account for many incidents of 
exceptional leadership. Leaders 
provide followers with meaning 
b y  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a n d  
communicating a vision, or 

image, that articulates followers'  
values while allowing them to 
express their identity through a 
shared collective vision. This 
appeal to values and identity, not 
only motivates people to work 
towards an envisioned future, 
but also serves to build feelings 
of 
 ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU 

Describing transformational and 
charismatic leadership Although 
v i r t u a l l y  a l l  m o d e l s  o f  
outstanding leadership stress the 
importance of vision,  different 
s c h o l a r s  m a ke  d i f f e r e n t  
assumptions about other kinds of 
actions likely to play a part in 
exceptional leader-ship. In his 
description of charismatic leaders,  
House 1977) emphasises the 
importance of passion and self-
sacrifice,  displaying confidence in 
followers,  and role modelling, 
among other dimensions. Conger 
and  Kanungo  ho l d  t ha t  
charismatic leaders assess the 
external environment to find 
weaknesses in the status quo, 

a t t r a c t i n g  f o l l o w e r s  b y  
presenting an appealing vision 
that seems radically different 
from the current status quo.  
Although there are similarities 
between char ismatic and 
transform-ational leadership, the 
i n t e g r a t i v e  s t y l e  o f  
transformational leaders stands 
in contrast to the distinctive 
v i s i o n  c h a ra c t e r i s t i c  o f  
charismatic leaders. Another 
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
transformational and charismatic 
leadership is found in leader-
subordinate relationships and 
their effects on motivation. 
Trans fo rmat iona l  l eaders  
motivate followers through 
personal development and 
i n t e l l e c t ua l  s t imu l a t i o n .  
Motivation for followers of a 
charismatic leader is derived 
f rom a  s t rong  a f fec t i ve  
relationship with the leader - 
spiritual or hero-worship, and a 
leader's ability to instil self-
efficacy. The components of 
transformational and charismatic 
leadership According to Bass 
transformational leadership is a 
multidimen-sional phenomenon 
and it involves more than just 
v i s ion.  Trans format- iona l  

leadership entails idealised 
i n f l u e n c e  ( c h a r i s m a ) ,  
i nsp i ra t i ona l  mot i va t i on ,   
intellectual stimulation, and 
individualised consideration. The 
transformational and charismatic 
leader, like the Archbishop Tutu, 
is one who persuades through 
negotiation, participation and 
e m p o w e r - m e n t .  T h e  
transformational leader is 
concerned with aligning the 
personal values of followers to 
the objectives of an organisation,  
cause or society at large.  
Idealised influence  If the 
leadership is transformational, its 
charisma or idealised influence is 
envisioning, confident, and sets 
high standards for emulation. 
Recent literature underscores 
the spiritual dimensions of such 
influence as well as the moral 
dimensions of the influence 
process itself. In addition to what 
has already been said,  point out 
the need of authentic (as 
o p p o s e d  t o  p s e u d o - )  
transformational leaders to 
promote ethical  pol ic ies,  
procedures and processes. They 
need to be committed to a clearly 
stated, continually enforced code 

of ethical conduct which helps 
establish acceptable standards.  
Inspirational motivation The 
inspirational motivation of 
transformational leadership 
p r ov i d e s  f o l l owe r s  w i t h  
challenges and meaning for 
engaging in shared goals and 
undertakings. The inspirational 
appeals of the authentic 
transformational leader tend to 
focus on the best in people - on 
harmony, charity and good 
works, while the inspirational 
appea l s  o f  the  pseudo-
transformational leader tend to 
focus on the worst in people - on 
demonic plots, conspir-acies, 
unreal dangers, excuses, and 
insecurities. Kanungo and 
Mendonca have linked this to an 
empowerment process. For 
them, empowerment is more 
than broadening the scope of 
participation by followers. It is 
motivational and enabling, 
highlighting a new realisation 
and transformation of the 
p e r s o n .  A u t h e n t i c  
transformational leaders are 
i nwa rd l y  and  ou twa rd l y  
concerned about the good that 
can be achieved for the group, 
organisation, or society for which 
they feel responsible. The 
pseudo-transformational leaders 
may publicly give the same 
impression and be idealised by 
their followers for it, but privately 
be concerned about the good 
they can achieve for themselves.  
Intellectual stimulation  The 
intellectual stimulation of 
transformational leadership 
i n c o r p o r a t e s  a n  o p e n  
architectured dynamic into 
p r o c e s s e s  o f  s i t u a t i o n  
evaluation, vision formulation 
and patterns of implementation. 
S u c h  o p e n n e s s  h a s  a  
transcendent and spiritual 
dimension and helps followers to 
question assumptions and to 
generate more creative solutions 
to problems. It is especially 
suited to the normative side of 
ethics, where human probing of 
the ground of being is both 
fathomless and endless. To the 
point, this dynamic breaks the 
bonds of leadership cultures that 
ignore fundamental questions 
such as altruism.  

Individualised consideration  
The individualised component of 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  
transformational leadership 
underscores the necessity of 
altruism if leadership is to be 
anything more than authoritarian 
control. 

“Authentic transformational leaders are inwardly and 

outwardly concerned about the good that can be achieved 

for the group, organisation, or society for which they feel 

responsible. The pseudo-transformational leaders may 

publicly give the same impression and be idealised by 

their followers for it, but privately be concerned about the 

good they can achieve for themselves.  Intellectual 

s t imulat ion  The inte l lectua l  s t imulat ion  of  

transformational leadership incorporates an open 

architectured dynamic into processes of situation 

evaluation, vision formulation and patterns of 

implementation.”

F R A G M E N T

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

THE 

Archbishop Tutu as moral sage
By RONÉL RENSBURG

To be concluded next week

By RONÉL RENSBURG

Tutu
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