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Deputy Governor, Hon Josephine Piyo in a warm embrace with COPAP 
Leader, Prof. Patricia Lar

Director General, Research and Planning, Government House, Sam 
Godongs with the Permanent Secretary, Deputy Governor Office,  Mrs 
Helen Ishaya

Chief of Staff, office of the Deputy Governor, Hon Alex Kundang with the 
Commissioner for Higher Education, Dr. Mrs Kachollom Gang

Cross section of members of the COPAP entourage

Her Excellency, Deputy Governor, Hon Josephine Piyo and the 
Commissioner, Higher Education, Dr. Kachollom Gang

Prof. Patricia Lar signing the visitors register

Deputy Governor, Hon Josephine Piyo, Leader COPAP, Prof. Patricia Lar, 
Government officials and the COPAP delegation

Press Secretary to the Deputy Governor, Martha Nyam with the PA to Her 
Excellency, Sam Kube

Plateau State Deputy Governor, Hon Josephine Piyo on behalf of the Executive Governor yesterday received on a courtesy call the Coalition for 
Public Accountability in Plateau State ( COPAP) in her office at Government House Rayfield, Jos. The group were led by Prof. Patricia Lar
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DEPUTY GOVERNOR RECEIVES COPAP











WHEN Eladio Sánchez Egea returned home 

one evening in April 2020, after working 

another long day in the field, he found his 11-

year-old son agitated. At school that day, the 

boy had been told the agricultural industry was 

responsible for polluting the waters of Mar 

Menor, Europe's largest coastal saltwater 

lagoon which borders the Mediterranean Sea 

in the Iberian Peninsula, in southeastern 

Spain. "This is your fault, you are responsible 

for destroying our home," the boy told Egea, 

who works as an organic farmer. Egea was 

upset, although not at his son. "I was angry at 

how people perceive us farmers," he recalls. 

"Everyone blames us for the pollution in Mar 

Menor instead of assuming collective 

responsibility."
Over the past four decades, the Mar Menor 

has faced severe contamination from an 

excess of nitrate and phosphate, chemicals 

typically found in the fertilisers used in the 

neighbouring Campo de Cartagena, the 

largest agricultural croplands in the region. 

This contamination has led to several 

ecological collapses, pushing endemic species, 

such as the Spanish toothcarp, or Iberian 

killifish, to the brink of extinction. After 

decades of inaction and scientific warnings, 

local authorities have slowly been introducing 

both restoration and prevention measures in 

the hopes of saving the lagoon.
These steps either deal with the 

consequences of the pollution, for instance, 

organising cleaning efforts to fish out the algae 

from the lagoon. Alternatively they can 

directly target the source of the pollution. This 

can include legislation limiting the use of 

inorganic fertilisers, directing farmers to plant 

hedges that act as natural barriers reducing 

the flow of nutrients and prevent soil erosion, 

and clamping down on illegally irrigated lands 

to regulate the use of water for agricultural 

purposes. But despite a recent improvement 

of the lagoon's ecosystem, experts warn that 

this may be short-lived, and more drastic 

action is needed to reverse the damage.
In the early hours of an already hot morning 

in March, the first rays of sun stroke the waters 

of Mar Menor. The distant call of seagulls flying 

across the beach announces the sunrise. It 

should be an idyllic scene, but instead of clear, 

shimmering waters, the lagoon is a dank, 

murky green. Once known by locals and 

tourists as "the crystal sea" for its pristine 

waters, Mar Menor has since been dubbed the 

"green soup". In recent years fishermen have 

been catching more algae than fish, lining the 

shore with green triangular piles. For Mariló 

Jiménez Huescar, a local from San Javier, a 

town located four miles (7km) from Mar 

Menor, the lagoon is part of her social identity. 

"I used to go to the beach every summer, and 

the lagoon has always been a part of my life," 

says the 26-year-old.
Once a thriving ecosystem home to unique 

species such as the endangered long-snouted 

seahorse, the severe contamination of Mar 

Menor is not new. Following four decades of 

rampant urban development, regulatory 

mismanagement, and the rapid expansion of 

livestock and agricultural production, a stream 

of nitrogen and phosphorus has steadily 

flowed into the lagoon. "The lagoon has spent 

20 years enduring this pressure," explains 

Miguel Ángel Esteve, a professor of ecology at 

the University of Murcia in Spain who has been 

studying the Mar Menor since the late 1990s.
In 2016, the ecosystem collapsed. The 

excess of nitrogen and phosphorus led to the 

lagoon's eutrophication, a process where a 

surplus of nitrates leads to the rapid and 

widespread growth of algae that feed on them. 

Studies have shown that as global 

temperatures keep rising, increased water 

temperatures can also stimulate the growth of 

these blooms. The algal blooms – some of 

which can be harmful to humans and animals – 

covered the lake's surface, preventing 

sunlight from penetrating the water. This 

stopped plants growing in the water from 

photosynthesising, while marine species 

struggled to find oxygen.
"It's as if the lagoon was gasping for breath," 

says Esteve. The lagoon turned from a clear 

oasis brimming with life into a "green soup", 

he says. In 2016, 85% of the lagoon's 

vegetation died. Species like the large fan 

mussel have almost gone extinct. Three other 

collapses have followed in recent years. 

Among the most dramatic consequences of 

eutrophication are episodes of asphyxiated 

fish, like the ones locals witnessed in August 

2021 when more than five tonnes of dead fish 

were washed ashore.
The lagoon's environmental degradation has 

not only affected its biodiversity. The 

hospitality, housing, and fishing sectors bore 

the brunt and residents no longer recognised a 

beloved summer spot. "I could not swim in the 

lagoon anymore because the water surface 

was covered with green algae," says Huescar. 

The strong stench of decomposing algae and 

rotting fish stopped both locals and tourists 

from entering the water. Huescar decided to 

take action and participated in her first 

demonstration against the pollution in 

December 2019.
Widespread protests
Even before  Huescar  jo ined the 

demonstration, the public outcry led to several 

protests in cities across Spain. But it was only 

in 2018 – the same year the EU Commission 

sent a notice denouncing the Spanish 

government's failure to protect the water with 

nitrate levels well above the legal limit of 50 

mg/litre – that the regional government and 

the Hydrographic Confederation of Segura 

River, the body in charge of the administration 

of public water resources, introduced a bulk of 

recovery measures.
These included clamping down on illegally 

irrigated croplands, and restoration efforts 

such as the fishing out of algae. The latter, 

however, is contested by experts like Esteve, 

because while it temporarily cleans its waters, 

it doesn't significantly reduce the levels of 

nutrients in the Mar Menor in the long-term. 

Nat Llorente Nosti, an activist for the non-

profit Ecologistas en Acción, states that 

between the summer and the end of 2022 £5m 

(€6m/$6m) was spent on employing fishers to 

remove over 20,000 tonnes of algae. As of 

Augus t  2023,  a  to ta l  o f  £14.3m 

(€16.6m/$17.5m) has been spent. "The 

government should have dedicated these 

funds for a better use…to tackle the main 

source of contamination instead of clearing 

the water to make it look appealing from the 

surface," says Nosti.
The main industry targeted by new 

interventions is the agricultural sector. "So far, 

I've been impacted by four measures, some of 

which we were already practising but others 

are new, like the planting of hedges," says 

Egea. On his 24 acres (10 hectares) of 

farmland where he mainly grows peppers, 

celery, and pumpkin, the hedges act as natural 

barriers, filtering nitrates from fertilisers and 

preventing soil erosion.
The other steps Egea has implemented are 

the collection of rainwater – both for irrigation 

purposes and so it doesn't absorb nutrients 

and flow into the lagoon – regular checks by 

public officials to ensure solutions are 

adequately implemented, and the use of 

pressure monitors (agricultural devices which 

allow the precise application of fertiliser or 

water), he says. The farmers are legally 

required to have two in each section of their 

cropland. Egea says that the monitors provide 

crops with the precise amount of water, 

avoiding overwatering.
Many farmers, such as Egea, feel resistant to 

implement these changes as they don't 

understand how they will help improve the 

health of the lagoon. So far, no widespread 

assessment has been published on how 

effective the measures are, although Esteve is 

currently undertaking research.
While Egea has at times felt unjustly vilified 

as a farmer, experts like Nosti are adamant the 

interventions should target the agricultural 

sector. This is because up to 85% of the 

nutrients come from the livestock and 

intensive agricultural sector, mostly from 

fertilisers used in the lands of the Campo de 

Cartagena – more than 148,286 acres 

(roughly 60,000 hectares) of croplands lying 

to the west of the lagoon. Known as "Europe's 

orchard", over 60% of the fruits and 

vegetables grown in the Campo are exported, 

21% to the UK alone. Exports to the United 

States have doubled in the first half of 2023 

compared to the previous year, reaching a 

total of €2.2m (£1.9m/$2.3m). Besides the 

agrarian sector, studies find that around 15% 

of nutrients come from urban activity, such as 

sewage waters.
In order to bring that number down, a single 

action is not sufficient, says Javier Senent 

Aparicio, a researcher who studies the flow of 

water streams at the Catholic University of 

Murcia, in south east Spain. "The Mar Menor is 

a complex ecosystem. That is why several 

measures have to be applied in conjunction," 

he says, hoping to draw the attention of the 

authorities to the critical situation of the 

lagoon.
In particular, there are eight specific 

measures that, combined, are the most 

successful, a 2023 study found. The study 

conducted as part of the European Union-

funded research project Smart Lagoon by 

Aparicio and his colleagues found that, 

together, the measures can reduce the flow of 

nutrients by around 70% – "with nitrate 

exports being reduced by 67% and 

phosphorus exports by 75%". Six of these 

eight interventions directly target the 

croplands.
Most nutrients flow into the lagoon from 

superficial water streams that run from the 

farmlands down into the lagoon, especially 

during heavy rainfall, says Esteve. A smaller 

part of the nutrients that flow into the lagoon, 

around 25%, he says, come from the 

Cuaternario aquifer, where nutrients have 

been seeping in over decades. The aquifer 

does not naturally store potable water, but it is 

used for irrigating farmands. The aquifer holds 

underground streams which directly flow into 

the Mar Menor. In March 2023, Esteve 

estimates that an average of five metric 

tonnes of nitrates were flowing into the lagoon 

every day." Around 4,500 to 5,000 tonnes of 

nitrates a year, both from superficial and 

underground discharges." 
Source: BBC.com
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WE simply had multiple 

official markets where the 

naira's exchange rate traded 

way below what obtained at the 

non-official market. All who 

argue this point concede that 

the possibility of those who got 

access to dollars at the official 

rate being able to resell their 

allotments or portions thereof 

at the unofficial markets was all 

shades of wrong. Indignation 

at this arbitrage opportunity 

ran the full gamut of possible 

responses. Perpetrators were 

morally bankrupt, unpatriotic, 

or downright criminal — if not 

all three at the same time. Yet, 

we all are familiar with the 

precept that a business can 

only breakup its markets into 

segments with different prices 

only if there are strong barriers 

to goods moving across the 

different segments.
Beyond this, the insistence on 

full disclosure of all relevant 

information and the breakdown 

of barriers to exit and entry in 

the design and operation of 

markets is to prevent price 

gouging on the part of sellers, 

and price arbitraging on the 

part of middlemen. The CBN 

and most Nigerians missed this 

point. The bigger problem with 

the CBN's management of the 

nation's foreign exchange 

earnings was never i ts 

“uncountable” leaky windows. 

It was to have conceded that 

we had to introduce to the 

market via sundry agents all 

that we earned from exporting 

crude oil. Today, we are in awe 

of the US$1 trillion in Norway's 

sovereign wealth fund. We are 

amazed at the investment 

initiatives that countries in the 

Middle East are powering with 

their own .
Still, we fail to ask ourselves 

why countries as dependent on 

the export of hydrocarbons as 

we are, seem in finer fettle. In 

the 1970s, geopolitical crises in 

the Middle East drove oil prices 

up. Nigeria suddenly found 

itself awash in cash. More than 

enough, apparently, for a sitting 

head of state to declare that 

money was not our problem. 

How to spend it productively, 

obviously was. Those were the 

good old days that most 

Nigerians above 50 today hark 

back to. In truth, those days 

marked the onset of the 

country's current crisis. All the 

petrodollars that came into the 

country did was push up the 

naira's exchange rate. Plenty 

of dollars running after few 

naira, in other words, inflated 

the naira's value. Nigeria was 

strong in the eyes of most 

patriots who beheld it. At a 

point, one greenback was all of 

75 kobo.
There were other unintended 

e f f e c t s ,  un f o r t una te l y.  

Arguably, the most significant 

effect of a “stronger” domestic 

currency was to drive imports 

up (we have not always loved 

foreign goods, at least, not 

until they became incredibly 

cheap). Worse, was that this 

“stronger” naira raised the cost 

of domestic inputs, especially 

labour, and as a result, of 

domestic output generally. Net 

effect? The uncontrolled influx 

of petrodollars into the 

economy, beginning from the 

1970s, reduced the price 

competitiveness of primary 

produce exports and doomed 

the development of a domestic 

manufactured goods industry.
The likes of Norway started 

salting away their dollar 

e a r n i n g s  i n  o f f s h o r e  

investment vehicles when The 

E c o n o m i s t  n e w s p a p e r  

described as “Dutch disease” 

this economic pathway in The 

Netherlands, after that 

country discovered large 

natural gas deposits in 1959 

(about the same time as our 

Oloibiri started pumping out 

both crude oil and natural 

gas). When, in 2004, the 

O b a s a n j o  g o v e r n m e n t  

adopted the oil price-based 

fiscal rule, and in 2007 

President Umaru Yar'Adua 

s i g n e d  t h e  F i s c a l  

Responsibility Bill, we seemed 

finally to have grokked the 

importance of warehousing 

parts of our foreign exchange 

earnings outside the economy 

a n d  d r i v i n g  e x t e r n a l  

investments through them.
Today, confronting evidence 

of the cackhandedness of our 

management of our foreign 

exchange resources until very 

recently, the question turns 

back to why a country in dire 

need of investment such as 

ours should keep such 

resources away. Two answers 

really. First, is that despite its 

need for investment, there is 

only so much that the 

economy may take without 

severe distortions showing up. 

Second, the best way to 

allocate such resources, if and 

when we finally attract them, 

is via transparent markets.
Uddin Ifeanyi, journalist 

manqué and retired civil 

servant, can be reached 

@IfeanyiUddin

The only reason that the so-called “ban” in June 2015 by the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) on access by importers of some 40-
plus items to the official foreign exchange market made sense, was because the management of the foreign exchange market 
was topsy-turvy. First, because the restriction allowed importers to continue bringing these goods in, so long as they could 
source their foreign exchange needs from outside the CBN's multiple windows, the apex bank simply acknowledged via the ban, 
the perverse incentives that its subsidy regime was producing. Even today, after experiencing the full consequences of the CBN's 
“follicies”, most Nigerians argue that there was no subsidy under the old foreign exchange arrangement. IFEANYI UDDIN writes.

Of bans, foreign exchange earnings, and strong naira 

MARIA KATNAPMAYEL

I, formerly known as NANNA 
MARTINS, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
MARIA SHEDUL. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as RAMKO 
NANGOR, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
KATNAP NANGOR RAMKO. 
My correct date of birth is 
1/1/1998 not 25/12/1998. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 

I, formerly known as BAWA 
MAGDALENE, now wish to be 
known and addressed as BAWA 
NANLEP DANLAMI.  All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
SOLOMON BIRTRUS, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as MAYEL BITRUS. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

SALE CHRISTY BAWA NWAOHU

I, formerly known as SALE 
KUMKUR, now wish to be 
known and addressed as SALE 
KUMKUR DASHE. Correct date 
of birth is 1/8/1980. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as TAMAI 
CHRISTY SIMON, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
CHRISTY DAKUP WASSAK. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

CHANGE OF NAKECHANGE OF NAKE

NWANSHAK

I, formerly known as VICTOR 
MWANRET, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
NWANSHAK MWANRET  
DASUN. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I, formerly known as CHIMA 
NWAOHU NULL, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
NWAOHU EVANGELIST  
CHIMA. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.
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Amb. Pastor Yemi Matthew and wife arriving the venue of the surprised 
birthday

ACO/SATGO, Pastor C.T Oni praying for the celebrant and family

Pastor Yemi Matthew with family at his 50th birthday celebration

Pastor Isaac Shobayo, wife and other well wishers

Amb. Pastor Yemi Matthew, flanked by his family cutting the birthday 
cake

ACO/SATGO, Pastor C. T Oni (left) Pastor Mrs. Oni in a photograph with 
the celebrant and family with Pastor and Mrs. Amos Adesola, DRP

Cross section of RCCG Pastors at the celebration

Kenzy Ngupar of PRTVC congratulating Pastor Yemi Matthew at 50

Page 25

The wife of Amb. Pastor Yemi Matthew of the RCCG, Mrs. Florence Y. Matthew and his friends on Sunday staged a surprised 50th 
birthday celebration to her husband at the Redeemed Christian Church of God after Plateau Private School, Jos

PASTOR YEMI MATTHEW AT 50
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A woman was left mortified when a 

stranger decided that she would kiss 

her 20-month-old son on the lips - 

and she wasn't happy, despite the 

fact she was apologetic son
When you take your little one out 

and about, the likelihood you'll get 

others cooing over them is high. From 

strangers telling you how adorable 

they are, to asking how old they are 
and when they were born,  it's all part 
and parcel of being a parent -  and you 
might even find the attention 
endearing.
But one woman was left mortified 

when an entitled shop assistant 

asked her 20-month-old son for a 

'kissy', and proceeded to "kiss him on 

the mouth." She was left asking 

"Why?" and she was still furious, 

despite the fact the woman had 

apologised to her.

'My greedy stepdaughter eats too 
much fruit -  I'm thinking of rationing it'
The stressed mother wrote on 

Reddit: "Aaaah so annoyed! At the 

food store that I go to regularly, I am 

a stay-at-home mum and so we go 

regularly for a little outing in the day, 

and the lady who sees us often that 

works at the one counter asked my 

son for a 'kissy' and then kissed him 

on his mouth.

"I immediately said 'Did you kiss him 
on the mouth?’  and she said yes and I 
said no no no don't do that.  She 
apologised.  It's just so annoying.  I 
know I can be quite a friendly person 
and maybe she thought it was fine but 
aaaah why????!!!”
Of course, it's advised by the NHS 

not to kiss a baby on the lips,  
especially if you have a cold sore,  as it 
can cause neonatal herpes.  It can 
cause babies to become seriously 
unwell,  and symptoms include the 
baby lacking in energy,  becoming 
floppy and unresponsive, and 
breathing rapidly.
In the comments, others shared 

their unusual similar experiences. 

One wrote: "I was at the store with 

my 18-month-old and he was eating 

a banana. A random lady came by 

and asked him cutely if she could 

have a bite. I thought she was joking 

- and then she bit a piece off his 

banana and walked away."

"Oh hell no,  why are people even 
comfortable doing this to kids they 
don 't  even  know ", someone  
questioned,  whilst another fumed:  
"What the actual f* *k.  I would have lost 
my mind. "

Source: The Mirror
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Odd World

IN the past one week, many global 
citizens have been trying to come to 
terms with the unparalleled attacks by 
Hamaz on the state of Israel which has 
led to the death of over 1,300 citizens. 
The attack which according to resources 
took about two years planning caught 
Israel, one of the best armies in the 
region and the world napping. United 
States officials noted that about 27 of its 
citizens were killed during the attack. 
What keeps bugging the minds of 
reputable global security experts is how 
on earth these terrorists gained access 
and infiltrated Israeli defense systems 
unnoticed to unleash such a devastating 
calamity on innocent lives, mostly 
women and children. Most annoying was 
the way and manner Hamaz also took 
over 200 hostages across Gaza borders 
into the city to perhaps only God knows 
where.
In the aftermath of the attack, the state 
of Israel was forced to take urgent but 
concrete steps to avoid a repeat of any 
such callous and barbaric acts in the 
coming years. As Israel intensifies its 
operations in the Gaza Strip, more than 
2,000 Palestinians have so far been killed 
and thousands on both sides wounded.
But again, Israel has called-up about 
360,000 reservists even as concerns 
have been expressed that the conflict is 
spilling over into a broader regional 
conflagration. It is on notice already that 
Israel has been hit several times by 
rockets fire from southern Lebanon.
Justifying their attacks, the Hamaz  said 
their actions  became necessary to resist 
occupation of Gaza and seek revenge for 
the 2021 raid on Islam's third-holiest 
site, Al-Aqsa Mosque. Basically, for all 
those who have followed with keen 
interest this Israeli-Palestine conflicts for 
decades, it has all been over  land 
disputes and their quest for a Palestinian 
state. It is also on record that many 
scholars have  hinged their thoughts on 
the more concrete but lasting 
sustainable solutions to the conflict.
In the two states solution submissions, 
some scholars are of the opinion that the 
two state so lut ion mechanism 
agreement would entails creating a state 
for the Palestine's along the Gaza Strip 
which Israe l  sa id i t  must be 
demilitarized. Secondly, Hamaz sees 
Jewish settlements built on its occupied 
lands in 1967 as illegal and their 
continuous expansion antics has also 
become a contentious issue between 
both sides and the international 
community.
But again, the Palestinian foreign 
ministry bought to public domain; the 
main area of dispute which by any means 
is not religiously inclined and or 
motivated. Some of these documented 
grudges highlighted notes that, there are 
about 5.6 million Palestinian refugees 
mainly descendants of those who fled in 
1948 and live in Jordan, Lebanon and 
Syria who needed to be brought back 
home. 
Unfortunately, the ongoing Israeli-
Hamaz war has been misunderstood and  
misinterpreted by some Islamic clerics in 
Nigeria. Just recently, Muslims in their 
hundreds also gathered at Dawah Center 
at Ijesha are of Lagos State in a 
procession urging for immediate cease 
fire in the war hit Gaza. Many others have 
expressed their outrageous support to 

the Palestinian’s quest  for the complete 
obliteration of the state of Israel.
For these pro-Palestinians, the killings of 
over 1,300 innocent Israelis by the Hamaz 
terrorists which ignited this most recent 
conflict is not all anything to be 
considered. However, their major concern 
for now is that Israel must be stopped 
from its retaliatory attacks against these 
terrorists in Gaza. Shameful though, I 
recently heard another Islamic scholar 
urging President Bola Ahmed Tinubu to 
sack the Minister of the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja, Nyelson Wike for 
intending to synergize with an Israeli 
Security Agency to protect citizens of the 
territory. A few of them have crossed the 
red lines by calling on other Arab nations 
of the world to join forces and wage war 
against the state of Israel until the nation 
is obliterated once and for all. These are 
hypnotized men of God, who should be 
seen to be on the side of peace and equity 
for the progress of our  global community. 
Firstly, for one to speak on the side of 
truth, one must with all sincerity of 
purpose ask deliberate questions 
including the motives behind those who 
started this war in the first place. One 
must also ask what really ignited this 
ongoing war?

thIf the memories of the 7  October Hamaz 
attack on Israel is still fresh on our minds, 
how comes that these pro- Palestinians 
forgot in a hurry these  callous attacks 
meted against innocent Israelis who 
never saw this coming. These terrorists 
for the avoidance of doubt killed more 
than 1,300 innocent lives during this 
unprovoked attacks in Israel. The 
terrorists also took close to 200, hostages 
back to Gaza and until now no one knows 
where these hostages including women 
and children are kept.
If we must stand on the side of truth, 
these Nigerian Pro-Palestinian are only 
hypnotized and pragmatically dogmatized 
based on fallacious religious ideology that 
has contributed in dragging this country 
into unnecessary stress and anxiety in the 
past few years. What keeps on bugging 
the mind of yours sincerely is how these 
advocates are trying to  drag Nigeria into 
this issue that will leave us at the mercy of 
these advanced nations of the world. I for 
sure know that those mobilizing 
themselves for war against Israel are 
living in a complete fiasco. This is so 
because of the obvious fact that the 
Jewish nation has the right to defend itself 
from any external aggression. 
Considering what has happened since this 
war started, me think that no nation 
would fold its arms and watch the 
continuous obliteration of its citizens 
without doing anything about it. 
Therefore all those seeking to mobilize a 
regional conflict in the Middle East 
through the proliferation of religious 
fallacies are cowards and trouble makers 
who do not mean well for Israel and peace 
for the entire world.
Just as ISS was dealt with, Hamaz must 
also pay the price of the atrocities it 
committed by killing innocent women and 
children which led to the ongoing war in 
Gaza. We must come to terms with the 
reality of the fact that Hamaz does not 
represent the people of Gaza nor does it 
represents Islam, except if these pro-
Palestinian protesters want us to believe 
so.

Nigerians as Hamaz advocates

‘A stranger kissed my 
toddler, I was horrified’
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he transformational leader 
treats each follower as an  TARCHBISHOP DESMOND 

TUTU 750 individual and provides 
coaching,  mentoring and growth 
opportunities.. While authentic 
transformational leaders are 
concerned about developing their 
followers into leaders, pseudo-
transformational leaders are more 
concerned about maintaining the 
dependence of their followers. 

They exploit the feelings of their 
followers to maintain deference 
f r o m  t h e m .  P s e u d o -
transformational leaders will 
welcome and expect blind 
obedience. They will attempt to 
enhance their personal status by 
maintaining the personal distance 
between themselves and their 
followers. 

They encourage fantasy and 
magic in their vision of the 
attractive future while true 
transformational leaders promote 
attainable shared objectives.   
The ethics of transformational and 
charismatic leadership  The ethics 
of leadership rests upon three 
pillars: (1) the moral character of 
the leader; (2) the ethical 
legitimacy of the values embedded 
in the leader's vision, articulation,  
and a message that followers 
either embrace or reject;  and (3) 
the morality of the processes of 
social ethical choice and action 
that leaders and followers engage 
in and collectively pursue. 

Such ethical characteristics of 
leadership have been widely 
acknow-ledged. Transformational 
leaders set examples to be 
emulated by their followers.  

For many moral analysts, 
leadership is a many-headed 
hydra that alternately shows the 
faces of Saddam Hussein, Adolf 
Hitler, Osama Bin Laden and Pol 
Pot as well as those of Nelson 
Mandela, Archbishop Tutu and 
Mother Theresa. 

The stories that recount the 
accomplishments of such leaders 
raise moral questions concerning 
both the character of the leaders 
as well as the legitimacy of their 
programmes.   Following the ideas 
of Rogers and maintained that 
charismatic leadership (which they 
d e f i n e d  s i m i l a r l y  t o  
transformational leadership) of 
self-serving leaders could result in 
deception and exploitation of 
followers, but argued that most 
leaders pursued both personal 
a n d  s o c i e t a l  i n t e r e s t s .  
Subsequently, Conger and 
Kanungo  reviewed the dark side 

o f  c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r s :  
narcissisms, authoritarianism, 
Machiavellianism, flawed vision, 
a need for power, and a lack of 
internalisation of values and 
beliefs.  

Authentic transformational 
leadership provides a reasonable 
and realistic concept of self - a 
self that is connected to friends, 
family, and community, whose 
welfare may be more important 
to them than their own. 

Their moral obligations are 
g r o u n d e d  i n  a  b r o a d e r  
conception of individuals within 
community and related social 
norms and cultural beliefs. 
Transformational leadership is 
consistent with Judaic-Christian 
philosophical traditions and 
discourses on the leadership of 
the moral sage that presuppose a 
trusting community as the 
central life context.  

In leadership, character 
matters. This is not to deny that 
evil people can bring about good 
things or that good people can 
lead the way to moral ruin. 
Rather, leadership provides a 
moral compass and, over the 
long term, both personal 
development and the common 

good are best served by a moral 
compass that reads true. 

Here some lessons can be 
drawn from the traditions of the 
moral sage and social prophet 
that have enjoyed prominence in 
a wide variety of cultures. 
Whether visionary or ascetic, the 
moral sage and social prophet 
have also widely been perceived 

as agents of change,  as well as 
people to be emulated and as 
leaders of others,  not followers.   
Both Socrates and Confucius 
have come to epitomise leaders 
with authentic idealised influence.  
There is no doubt that over the 
centuries they have taken on 
heroic dimensions.  

Their framing narratives under-
score a fundamental dynamic of 
leadership.  Each proposed to his 
followers the highest ethical 
standards that they themselves 
implemented in their own lives.  
More importantly,  in terms of 
a u t h e n t i c i t y , e a c h  w a s  
recognised as a moral sage and 
leader by others, not by self-
proclamation.  

Historically, the central focus of 
ethical concern in Chinese 
traditions manifests a right 

o r d e r i n g  o f  p e r s o n a l  
relationships. 

Epitom-ised in Confucius’ “five 
relat ions”, Chinese ethics 
emphasises personal virtue and 
specify proper conduct in family,  
kinship,  and friendship relations,  
as well as among  social equals 
and between superiors and 
subordinates in socio-political 
organisations and institutions.  

The social and political order has 
always been seen as a moral issue 
and it plays a critical role in 
realising humanity's ethical 
destiny. The virtue of  ren 
(h u m a n - h e a r t e d n e s s , 
benevolence)  and the virtue of yi 
(r ighteous-ness) are the 
grounding virtues of the moral 
life. 

They express the way (dao) 
that one existentially embraces.  
The moral person in each 
tradition would sacrifice anything 
for the sake of virtue. 

For example, the Confucian 
moral tradition is strikingly clear 
about the relation of profits to 
moral virtue. From the Analects 

(4.5) one reads:   “Confucius 

said, 'Wealth and honor are what 
every person desires. 

But if they have been obtained 
in violation of moral principles, 
they must not be kept. Poverty 
and humble station are what 
every person dislikes. But if they 
can be avoided only in violation 
of moral principles, they must 
not be avoided. If a superior 
person departs from humanity 
(ren), how can s/he fulfil that 
name? A 
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752 superior person never 
abandons ren, even for the lapse 
of a single meal. In moments of 
haste, one acts according to it. In 
times of difficulty or confusion, 

one acts according to it' ⋯”  
In Socratic terms, one finds a 

striking similarity: the moral 
person does not ”put money or 
anything else before virtue”. 
Both Socrates and Confucius 
base their approaches upon 
a u t h e n t i c  i n s p i r -a t i o n a l  
motivation.  

Each proposes a transcendent 
vision of fulfilment,  justice,  and 
peace based upon the right 
ordering of relationships. 

Each is transcendent and 

grasps the “beyond in our midst”,  
a better future.  Each transforms 
by invitation,  not by coercion.  
Each manifests consistency 
between word and deed.  The 

inspiration is simple:  virtue is its 
own reward.  

The basic scenario of the moral 
sage in each tradition emphas-
ises virtue and moral character. 
In the days leading up to his 
condem-nation, Socrates was 
taken up with a single question: 
how to be excellent at being 
human? He sharply criticised the 
p s e u d o - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  
sophists  - the purveyors of false 
wisdom - because they did not 
know themselves and they 
abandoned fidelity to the way of 
truth. 

While pretending to be wise, 
they were foolish. The Socratic 
enterprise is grounded in a 
relentless pursuit of the truth, in 
the development of wisdom and 
the cultivation of virtue. 

Indeed, Socrates himself 
transformed others precisely 
because  o f  h i s  f ea r l ess  
commitment to virtue. 

For Confucius, the moral sage is 
the key person in bringing about 
personal righteousness and 
social justice.

 A superior person (jyundz) is a 
moral person, who walks the 
moral way and attempts to 
practice virtue through self-
cultivation. 

Both the sage and the superior 
person live under the restraint of 
virtue and aim to transform 
society accordingly. A superior 
person is perforce a moral leader. 

The common, inferior or small 
person (xiaoren) either does not 
know or does not follow the way 
and is not a positive moral force. 

In today's world, Socrates and 
Confucius seem almost naive, 
offering a vision based on the 
premise that through personal 
cultivation, guided by moral 
leaders, people will develop 
strong moral character and 
embrace virtue above all other 
things and, in so doing, will 
transform themselves and 
society. But from this simple 
framework of truth-wisdom-
v i r t u e  a  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
transforming power of the moral 
sage has flowed down through 
the ages. 

The heart of the moral 
enterprise is the development of 
good character, which is defined 
by commitment to virtue in all 
circumstances.  This framework 
was integrated into Judaic-
Christian traditions through 
personages such as Augustine,  
Aquinas,  and Maimonides.

“The basic scenario of the moral sage in each 
tradition emphas-ises virtue and moral 
character. In the days leading up to his 
condem-nation, Socrates was taken up with a 
single question: how to be excellent at being 
human? He sharply criticised the pseudo-
transformational sophists  - the purveyors of 
false wisdom - because they did not know 
themselves and they abandoned fidelity to 
the way of truth.”

F R A G M E N T

TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

THE 

Archbishop Tutu as moral sage
RONÉL RENSBURG, PhD

To be concluded next week

RONÉL RENSBURG

Tutu
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