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President Tinubu, Vice President, Shettima, Senate President, Akpabio, 
Speaker of Reps, Rt. Hon. Tajudeen, Chief Justice of Nigeria, Justice 
Ariwoola and Service Chiefs cutting the anniversary cake

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu (right) in a handshake with the Vice 
President, Sen. Kashim Shettima

Nigerian Service Chiefs on arrival at the Presidential Villa, Abuja

Cross section of invited guests at the celebration

Members of the Security Council saluting at the celebration of Nigeria @ 
63

Brigade of Guard Commander inspecting the Guard of Honour

Cross section of dignitariesCross section of members of the Diplomatic Corp

PRESIDENT TINUBU, SERVICE CHIEF CELEBRATE NIGERIA @ 63

Nigerian President, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu, Vice President, Sen. Kashim Shettima, Service Chiefs, CJN, Senate President and Speaker, House 
of Reps, with members of the Diplomatic Corp celebrated the Nigeria’s 63rd Independence at the Presidential Villa, Abuja in a low keyed
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VWANG community in Jos South 

Local Government Area of 

Plateau State is host to Karl 

Kumm University established by 

the Church of Christ in Nations 

(COCIN). Interestingly, not only 

Karl Kumm University, Vwang 

community is host to several 

other federal institutions in the 

state. Thus, the coming of Karl 

Kumm University to Vwang is an 

added blessing to the locality, 

citizens of the country and the 

church. But again, since 1903 in 

the aftermath of the coming of 

the missionaries through the 

Sudan United Mission, (SUM), 

the Church has not left any stone 

unturned towards proliferation 

of quality education in the state 

and the country at large. Thus, if 

the historical involvement of the 

church towards promoting 

quality education in Nigeria is 

anything to go by, COCIN surely 

has its respected place in the 

country.    
For sure, COCIN has over the 

years been doing everything 

poss i b l e  t o  ensu re  t he  

susta inab i l i ty  o f  qua l i ty  

education of the citizenry. 

Though many secondary schools 

have been established by COCIN 

in the aftermath of the departure 

of some of these missionaries, 

t h e  t h o u g h t  f o r  t h e  

establishment of a tertiary 

institution has never left the 

minds of the leadership of the 

church.
With the passage of time, the 

leadership of the church decided 

that it was a long awaited dream 

which by God's grace would 

come to fruition. Indeed, and as 

God would have it, the Church 

after fruitful deliberations finally 

settled that the location of this 

long awaited institution of 

learning should be in Vom, in Jos 

South of Plateau State in 

Nigeria. After all that was 

needed for the smooth take-off 

of the university was put in 

place, academic activities for the 

2003/2004 started some weeks 

ago, the Vwang Community 

thought it wise to donate a 22 KV 

Generator worth 22 million naira 

to assist the institution in the 

a r e a  o f  p o w e r  s u p p l y  

improvement.
Vwang  commun i t y  has  

continued to demonstrate great 

interest and concern for the 

p r o m o t i o n  o f  g e n u i n e  

collaboration with Karl Kumm 

University. In this regard, the 

community donated land free of 

charge for the establishment of 

the university. The community 

also donated funds, trailer load 

of cement and of recent assisted 

the institution with vigilantes to 

consolidate on the security 

framework of the institution.
Speaking during the occasion, 

the traditional ruler of the 

community, His Highness, 

Gwom Rwey Vwang, Da Gyang 

Gutt Balak congratulated 

COCIN, the Governing Council, 

the Board of Trustees and the 

management of the University 

for the relentless efforts in 

spreading the gospel through 

education, health and economic 

empowerment of the citizens. 

“With this interest in mind, you 

a re  no  doub t  a s s i s t i ng  

government in its developmental 

efforts”.
According to him, 'on our part 

as the host community of this 

university, we are fully aware 

that the responsibil ity of 

providing education is the 

responsibility of all, knowing the 

capital intensive nature of 

establishing and running a 

university of this magnitude.'
He said, 'it is on record that 

V w a n g  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  

continued to demonstrate great 

interest and concern for the 

p r o m o t i o n  o f  g e n u i n e  

collaboration with Karl Kumm 

University. In this regard, we 

have in the past donated land 

f r ee  o f  cha rge  f o r  the  

establishment of the university, 

donated funds as individuals and 

groups, donated trailer load of 

cement and of recent assisted 

the university with vigilantes to 

help augment the security 

challenges on campus, apart 

from mobilising our people to 

provide accommodation for staff 

and students who may want to 

stay off campus'

in the country. By this donation 

therefore, it will no doubt close 

the gap in order to ensure 

smooth academic activities at 

this stage of the university.'
' I want to assure all the 

Federal, State and Private 

establishments located in my 

domain of our continued 

demonstration of great interest 

and concern for the promotion of 

genuine collaboration in the 

areas of security, employment, 

a d m i s s i o n s ,  e c o n o m i c  

empowerment, scholarship and 

provision of social amenities as 

part  of  corporate socia l  

responsibility.'
Earlier, the Pro-Chancellor of 

the university, Prof Ochapa Onazi 

thanked the community for the 

kind gesture which would go a 

long way in assisting the 

institution be amongst the best 

in the country.
A c co r d i ng  t o  t h e  P r o f  

C h a n c e l l o r,  t h e  a i m  o f  

establishing this great institution 

was to help complement the 

efforts of the government in 

providing quality education to 

the youths of this country and 

since its establishment, this 

institution has been trying to 

achieve this noble objective.
Prof Onazi further noted that 

work on the establishment of the 

institution commenced in 2006 

and so far, tremendous efforts 

have been made towards 

ensuring that the institution is 

also ranked amongst the best in 

the nation, hoping that with due 

diligence, the sly would be the 

starting point of the school and 

the best moments of the school 

will soon begin to come. He 

disclosed that a lot of work has 

been put into the establishment 

of this great institution but 

despite little hiccups experienced 

in the past, there are positive 

signs that it has come to stay.
Prof Onazi encouraged both the 

host community, the Vice 

Chancellor and his management 

team and staff to continue to put 

in their best for the sustainability 

of the school for the sake of our 

future generations to come. 
Con t r i bu t i ng ,  t h e  V i c e  

Chancellor of the institution, Prof 

The traditional ruler further 

explained that 'following this 

historic take off of academic 

activities, we are today as a 

community exhibiting our desire 

of further assisting the university 

with 22KV stand-by Electric 

Generator valued at Twenty-two 

Million Naira only. We are aware 

of the epileptic nature of power 

supply from the National Grid 

which has effected productivity 

Nanven Audu Gambo explained 

that the university has since 

taken-of f  wi th students 

receiving lectures in an 

accommodating environment 

which would no doubt help 

them attain their career 

objectives.
The Vice Chancellor noted that 

the host community has been 

standing by the institution and 

urged them to continue to help 

the institution attain its 

envisaged glory in no distant 

time by God's grace.
He thanked the leadership of 

the church, the entire COCIN 

fami ly,  host  community  

including other well-wishers for 

believing in the dream which 

has today not only achieved but 

a legacy to behold, adding that 

the coming to be of the 

university would help in no 

measure towards redefining the 

educational standard of the 

nation. Prof Gambo who is 

prayerfully hopeful of the 

prospects of the institution has 

also gingered his staff to do 

their best in their expected 

obligations and other areas of 

responsibility.
S ince  2006  when  the  

university was established, 

many citizens of the country 

have prayed for the success of 

the institution. Many of the 

citizens also contributed in 

ensuring that the university is 

sustained to a point of stability.
To help sustain this gesture, 

the Vice Chancellor of the 

University, Prof Naven Gambo 

has continued to monitor and 

supervise most of the crucial 

amenities which would help the 

students be comfortable in 

school. So far, the Vice 

C h a n c e l l o r  a n d  h i s  

management have installed 

solar water heating machine for 

students, the hostels have been 

made comfortable for them 

while the newly designed 

curriculum for the school is of 

global best practice. Beyond 

this, the Vice Chancellor is also 

concerned about the spiritual 

well-being of the students in the 

institution. In fact, since the 

resumption of students, both 

the chaplain and his group have 

ensured that students are 

i n d u l g e d  i n  s p i r i t u a l  

programmes intended to deeply 

strengthen their faith as a body 

of Christ. However, it is also our 

prayers that Karl Kumm 

University will in no distant time 

impact its students the right 

leadership necessities and 

midwife them to become our 

great leaders of tomorrow.

By BULUS GAMBO

Vwang community donates 
generator to Karl Kumm varsity

Vice Chancellor, Karl Kumm University, Prof. Nanven Gambo in a hanshake with Gwom 
Rwey Vwang, His Highness, Da Gult Balak

Pro.Chancellor Karl Kumm University, Prof. Ochapa Onazi 
with other dignitaries
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Governor Mutfwang (right) discussing with the PLHA Speaker, Rt. Hon. Moses 
Sule who was represented by the Deputy Speaker, Rt. Hon. Gwottson Fom

Wife of the Governor, Barr. Helen Mutfwang (left) with members of Plateau State 
Security Council and the representative of the President, Traditional Council of 
Chiefs and Emirs, HRH Da John Putmang Hirse, CON, Miskhaham Mwaghavul

Cross section of TIC Chairmen at the ceremony

Chairman, Local Government Service Commission, Chief Simon Tangni (left) with 
other Chief Executives of MDAs at the ccelebration

Front row, Rear Admiral Samuel Bitrus Atukum, CJ, Justice David Mann, SGS, Arc 
Samuel Nanchang Jatau, Commissioner, Youth and Sports, Hon. Bashir Lawandi 
Datti and that of Agriculture, Hon. Bugumma Samson Ishaku (standing)

Cross section of Permanent Secretaries in the State Civil Service

Chief of Staff Government House, Engr. Jeremiah Satmak (left) with the Head of 
Civil service, Barr. Rauta Dakok

Commissioner of Information, Hon. Musa Ibrahim Ashoms (middle) Hon. 
Theophilus Dakas Shan (right) PDP North Central Officer and the representative 
of PDP State Chairman, Hon. Goleng
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GOVERNOR MUTFWANG INSPECTS INDEPENDENCE PARADE
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang was special guest and reviewer of 63rd Independence 

celebration at the Rwang Pam Township Stadium, Jos
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Country: NIGERIA
Name of Project: AGRO-CLIMATIC RESILIENCE IN SEMI-ARID 

LANDSCAPES PROJECT (ACReSAL)

Contract Title: DRILLING OF 4NO SOLAR POWERED BOREHOLES 

FOR WATER SUPPLY, IRRIGATION & LIVESTOCK IN 8 LGAs TO 

INCLUDE WASE, KANAM, BOKKOS, BARKIN LADI, KANKE, 

PANKSHIN, MIKANG AND QUA'ANPAN LGAs 

Credit No: IDA 70150
RFB Reference No.: NG-PLATEAU STATE ACRESA-309508-CW-

RFB

th
Issued on: 4  October, 2023

thClosing Date: 18  October, 2023.

1. The Federal Republic of Nigeria has received financing from the World 

Bank toward the cost of the Agro-Climatic Resilience in Semi-Arid 

Landscapes Project (ACReSAL) and intends to apply part of the 

proceeds toward payments under the contracts for Drilling of 4NO 

Solar Powered Boreholes For Water Supply, Irrigation & 

Livestock In 8 LGAs to Include Wase, Kanam, Bokkos, Barkin 

Ladi, Kanke, Pankshin, Mikang and Qua'anpan LGAs.

2. The State project management Unit (SPMU), Plateau State – Agro-

Climatic Resilience in Semi-Arid Landscapes Project on behalf of 

Plateau State Government now invites sealed Bids from eligible 

Bidders for:

PLATEAU STATE GOVERNMENT

Bidders as defined in the Procurement Regulations. 

4. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from 

the address given below in the document and inspect the bidding 

document during office hours 0900 to 1700 hours at the address 

given below.

5. A complete set of bidding documents in English Language may be 

purchased by interested eligible bidders upon the submission of a 

written application to the address below and upon payment of a 

nonrefundable fee of Fifty Thousand Naira (NGN50, 000.00) 

only. The method of payment will be through Bank account; 

Plateau State ACReSAL Government Counterpart Fund 

Acct, Account Number: 5030131651 and bring the 

payment evidence to the address below. The document will 

be sent by courier on demand.

6. Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before 12.00 
thNoon on Wednesday, October 18 , 2023. Electronic bidding 

will not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be 

publicly opened in the presence of the bidders' designated 

representatives and anyone who choose to attend at the same 

address stated below.

7. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security as stated in the 

table above.

8. Attention is drawn to the Procurement Regulations requiring the 

Borrower to disclose information on the successful bidder's 

beneficial ownership, as part of the Contract Award Notice, using 

the Beneficial Ownership Disclosure Form as included in the 

bidding document.

9. A Pre-bid meeting would be held at the address below on 
th

Wednesday 11  October, 2023 which is seven days before the 

tender opening date by 12:00 noon to allow potential bidders seek 

clarifications on the bidding document.

10. The address referred to above is: 
Project Coordinator
Mr. Garba G. Gonkol
Plateau State Agro-Climatic Resilience in Semi-Arid 

Landscapes Project
Address:  No 19, Apollo Crescent, GRA, Jos, Plateau 

State, Nigeria.
Telephone: +2348036154305
Email: plateauacresal@gmail.com

Mr. Garba G. Gonkol
State Project Coordinator

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND MINERAL DEVELOPMENT 

DRILLING OF 4NO SOLAR POWERED BOREHOLES FOR WATER SUPPLY, 
IRRIGATION & LIVESTOCK IN 8 LGAS TO INCLUDE WASE, KANAM, BOKKOS, 

BARKIN LADI, KANKE, PANKSHIN, MIKANG, AND QUA'ANPAN LGAs

NG-PLATEAU STATE ACRESA-309508-CW-RFB

Credit No: IDA-70150

Request for Bids Small Works
(One-Envelope Bidding Process) 

Margin of domestic preference does not apply.

3. Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive 

Procurement using a Request for Bids (RFB) as specified in the 

World Bank's Procurement Regulations for Investment Project 

Financing (IPF) Borrowers: July 2016, revised November 2017 

and August 2018 (“Procurement Regulations”), and is open to all 
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I was born and bred on the 
plateau where there is 
abundance of rocks and stones 
of different sizes, shapes, 
designs. As I became wiser, the 
quest to understand these 
bizarre structures was imminent. 
I was told they were stones or 
rocks (hitherto called jwak or 
nhik). We were told our parents 
met them there and that they 
were going to outlive us. Our 
parents had no answers as to 
where they came from, what 
they were made of and why they 
were where they were situated. 

Curiosity drove us as very 
young persons to explore them 
further. They were found out to 
be solid, immovable and very 
heavy objects. They appeared 
not to change much in size or 
shape over years. They neither 
breathed nor moved around. 
Some had flat surfaces on the 
exposed part while some 
surfaces were rough throughout. 
Some were black while others 
were grey with a tinge of white. 
For some, the part visible was 
only a tip of the ice-berg, as the 
hidden part was bigger than the 
exposed part of it. 

Over the years, we noticed that 
these structures interfered with 
road constructions and had to be 
broken using extreme force to 
get them into smaller sizes and 
to be pushed aside to make way 
for road construction. They were 
also found handy to fill up valleys 
and galleys. As children, we also 
noticed that the foundation of 
even our mud houses were 
constructed using manageable 
sizes of these commodities. As I 
grew up further, one noticed that 
the uses of these commodities 
were vast and on the increase. 
From major construction works, 
like building dams, to simple 
things like decorating the 
ornamental interior of a home. 

Rocks shape the landscape 
particularly those around the 
plateau. While stones and rocks 
may be used interchangeably, 
stones are the smaller sizes 
compared to rocks, Thinkers 
have seen rocks as symbolizing 
wisdom, strength, stability, 
patience and time. Politicians 
have seen stones as billboards, 
free of charge. 

Rocks shape the landscape 
particularly those around the 
plateau. While stones and rocks 
may be used interchangeably, 
stones are the smaller sizes 
compared to rocks,

A stone has been defined as a 
hard, solid, non-metallic 
mineral matter of which rock is 
made, especially as a building 
material. On the other hand, 
rock has been defined as a 
large mass of stone forming a 
hill, cliff, promontory or the like. 
Geologists see it as mineral 
matter of variable composition, 
consolidated or unconsolidated; 
assembled in masses or 
considerable quantities in 
nature as by action of heat or 
water

Because these objects were 
more predominant on the 
plateau, the then plateau state 
government, fascinated by it 
decided to name its beer brand 
as 'Rock Lager Beer.' Other 
businesses also adopted the 
name rock to precede their 
business company names. 

Some rocks also contain 
minerals, hence referred to as 
precious stones. Rocks have 
contributed largely to the 
nation's economy in being 
crushed into smaller pieces to 
tar our highways. One has also 
witnessed chunks of stones 
shaped in the size of big billets 
transported by articulated 
vehicles (trailers) to the 
Nigerian sea ports for export, 
thus earning pound sterling, 

dollars or other currencies.
Thinkers have seen rocks as 

symbolizing wisdom, strength, 
stability, patience and time. 
Politicians have seen rocks and 
stones as billboards, free of 
charge. 

Politicians somewhere along 
the line discovered that these 
bizarre but beautiful objects of 
nature could be used as 
billboards for free. They were 
readily available, in strategic 
locations and positions, and not 
likely to be moved by 
opponents or miscreants. All 
that was needed was to buy 
buckets of white or milk colored 
oil paint; and transport, to drive 
along the roads, identify the 
rocks that presented some good 
surface, and then adorned it 
with adverts of the party of 
their choice. Because of the 
abundance of these rocks and 
their surfaces in the state, they 
were not in short supply for all 
political parties to use. In fact, 
there have been no crises for 
space due to their shortage, as 
no two or more political parties 
have had to fight over them, or 
scribbled messages on top of 
another for want of space or 
availability of the rocks.

In Jos Township, rocks along 
all major and minor roads have 

been used for this purpose. The 
Jos to Bauchi road up to Toro 
has many of such rocks that 
have been used by the 
politicians. Similarly, the Jos to 
Rukuba road, Jos to Manchok 
road, Jos to Fobur road,  Jos to 
Jengre, Jos to Hawan-Kibo (Jos 
to Abuja road, almost 70 
kilometers for the Jos 
Township), all have had their 
own fair share of defacement 
over the years. The surfaces are 
so chosen that drivers and 
passengers leaving or returning 
to Jos on these roads see 
clearly the party logo, campaign 
slogans of political parties and 
candidates' names. Examples 
abound and one cannot for sure 
say that any political party is 
exempted from this malady.  

To the politicians, this may be 
fun or a cheap campaign 
strategy. The question that 
arises is this. Is it because it is 
cheap? Is it that the political 
parties have no funds to 
produce standard and attractive 
billboards? Are they aware that 
such actions deface the beauty 
of these gifts of nature to the 
state?

To the naturalist and 
environmentalist, this is gross 
abuse of the beauty of God's 
creation called nature. Just 
because the rocks cannot 
complain, it does not mean 
freedom to be so abused. The 
monotony of these milky white 
patches can be so irritable to 
the sight. 

For those of us that admire 
the beauty of these structures 
that shape the plateau, our 
votes for the party culprits is 
already lost. More so, the party 
that is unable to do the proper 
avenues for advertisement is 
considered irresponsible and 
has already lost many votes.

This bizarre attitude has also 
been observed to be extended 
to the street roads, sculptures, 

ceramic models, statutes and 
artworks that beautify the 
streets during the day and at 
night. In addition, beautiful 
and fantastic art works that 
adorn the state capital in 
particular are defaced by 
shameless and irresponsible 
agents of these political parties 
in the name of campaign 
strategies. Uncompleted 
buildings, walls of houses, 
rooftops, overhead water 
tanks, fences, etc have had 
their own share of the assault. 
What a shame. This is 
unacceptable and the various 
parties concerned should be 
held accountable to desist from 
such reckless action, and 
where this has been done, to 
remove such things forthwith.

 This is a digital or electronic 
era and these politicians or 
political parties should utilize 
those avenues and leave the 
rocks, roads and street 
monuments alone. 

The other concern and worry 
is the non-removal of the 
defacements by the individuals 
and parties that are 
responsible. These 
defacements have been seen 
months or even years after the 
elections have been fought and 
won and the need for them no 
more exists.

It is appropriate to hasten to 
say that legislation at all levels 
must be put in place to provide 
succour to these elegant 
objects of admiration that form 
one of the key elements of 
tourist attraction to the state. 

Now that the campaign saga 
is over, one will say that 
relevant authorities compel the 
culprits to hasten to clean up 
the mess and let the stones 
regain their lustrous 
appearances again to adorn the 
environments and to reflect the 
might of their creator.

Feature
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Rocks as free billboards: Legacy of Plateau politicians?
By PROF. JOSIAH MUTHIR

Some rocks also contain minerals, hence referred 

to as precious stones. Rocks have contributed 

largely to the nation's economy in being crushed 

into smaller pieces to tar our highways. One has 

also witnessed chunks of stones shaped in the 

size of big billets transported by articulated 

vehicles (trailers) to the Nigerian sea ports for 

export, thus earning pound sterling, dollars or 

other currencies.
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ohbad after death is 

estimated to be worth Mmore than 1.2 billion 

made from songwriting royalties 

as well as streaming revenues and 

downloads. 
He also became the 46th 

bestselling digital artist in the 

world side stepping internationally 

recognized artist like Nicki Minaj, 

Lady Gaga, Eminem, 21 savage, 

Chris Brown, Wizkid and Burna 

Boy. 
Before his death, he was worth 

only 15million naira. Like the 

hashtag #Endsars protest there 

were protests in different Nigerian 

states and beyond. Outside 

Nigeria. there was a massive 

billboard in New York with 

Mohbad’s images as calls for a 

probe into the circumstances 

surrounding his death continued 

to gain global mileage mostly led 

by young people.  
Popular tracks of his like ‘ko por 

ke’, ‘ponmo’ ‘feel good’ ‘peace’ 

‘marlian anthem’ have continued 

to top mainstream and streaming 

platforms because most people 

didn’t hear his songs until after his 

demise. 
He sang mostly in Yoruba but his 

lyrics carried crypted messages 

about his realities not until his 

death did it made sense to several 

people that he was fed up with life 

and his life was being threatened 

but nobody was paying attention.
 He was a signee under Marlian 

Records owned by Naira Marley. 

He rose to stardom with hit songs 

l i ke  ‘ f ee l  good ’  and  h i s  

collaboration KPK (KO POR KE) 

with rexxie which earned three 

nominations at The Headies 

awards in 2022, stamping his rank 

as a rising star in the Nigerian 

music industry. However, in 2022 

he parted ways with the Marlian 

records and started his own record 

label IMOLENIZATION.  
He died on September 12 2023 

under disturbing circumstances.  

In a report by punch Newspapers 

6 October, Mohbad alleged that he 

was assaulted by his management 

team after he demanded a change 

of manager. He further explained 

that he with his producer and a 

friend went to Naira Marly’s house 

to discuss the issue of him 

demanding a change of manager 

but it resulted in an outburst and 

they were attacked and beaten.
He said Naira Marley was fully 

present and coordinated some of 

the attacks as he instructed the 

boys to beat them up.  
In a video clip that went viral 

mohbad decked in a white singlet 

was seen with bruises on his 

back, neck and hand. Naira 

Marley debunked the claim 

describing the incident as a 

“family affair”.
 After MohBad's death, it was 

reported that he had filed a police 

report in June 2023 alleging that 

Samson Erinfolami Balogun, a 

music promoter nicknamed 

"Sam Larry" and a known 

associate of Marley's, had 

assaulted him and destroyed 

some of his property. 
In the report, MohBad said that 

Larry had interrupted a video 

shoot, leading a group of 15 men 

a r m e d  w i t h  f i r e a r m s  

and cutlasses who claimed to 

w o r k  f o r  m o n a r c h O b a  

Elegushi. Police later said 

MohBad had not attended a 

subsequent meeting to address 

the allegations, and that Balogun 

and others accused of the assault 

h a d  t h e n  f i l e d  

a defamation complaint.
Elegushi released a statement 

distancing himself from Balogun 

and expressing condolences on 

MohBad's death.  
Sam Larry also released a 

statement explaining why he 

attacked mohbad at a video 

shoot he said he had given 

Mohbad N2 million two years ago 

to perform at his mother’s annual 

remembrance concert in Ikorodu 

but he failed to show up and 

when he challenged him about it, 

the singer claimed to have not 

been feeling fine. According to 

the note, Sam Larry asked 

Mohbad for a refund but the 

singer claimed that he lost his 

phone and money after the 

NDLEA raided where he was 

staying so he was broke. 
The statement revealed further 

that Sam Larry later heard 

Mohbad was shooting a music 

video somewhere close to his 

house and he went there to ask 

for his money before an 

argument ensued and one of the 

singer’s friends promised that 

the money would be refunded. 

Sam Larry allegedly claimed in 

the statement that he later 

traveled to Kenya to find a new 

African musician to perform at 

h i s  m o t h e r ’ s  a n n u a l  

remembrance and he has been 

away since August 20, even 

before Mohbad died.
These incident as reported by 

Mohbad before he died expressly 

made Naira Marley and Sam 

Larry prime suspects in the 

leading cause of his death which 

was why a lot of people were 

angry and in all the procession 

for Mohbad kept calling for the 

heads of Naira Marley and Sam 

Larry. More inquest into some of 

the leads Mohbad left behind was 

his time with the Marlians. 
In Naira Malays response to 

Mohbad’s assault he said it was a 

family affair. The next question 

that comes to mind is, What kind 

of family could this be? Groups 

and individuals who offer a 

similitude of togetherness, care, 

concern, growth, cooperation, 

friendship, commitment easily 

pass for the title family. 
Most  t imes,  they  have 

structures and big platforms that 

could give an upper hand in 

s u c c eed i ng  a t  d i f f e r en t  

endeavors with promises of 

unending possibilities, but they 

do not exist without rules and 

regulations, ways of life, 

standards and tenets. It is mostly 

binding on members by legal 

agreements and in obnoxious 

cases results in violent and fetish 

means of enforcing binding rules 

on members.
Mohbad obviously didn’t have a 

healthy relationship with this so-

called family of his as he said in a 

tweet as reported by punch 

newspaper “I have always just 

wanted to create good music and 

to provide for my family and 

myself through my music. As an 

Artiste from the street, I thought 

the Marlian Family would be a 

good place for me. “However, 

recent events and certain truths 

have come to light which 

threaten my peace, health and 

career.
The kind of relationships and 

affiliation one keeps can either 

stabilize or cause mental stress 

their activities will often rub-off 

on you whether you approve of it 

or not. 
Many young talents have good 

intentions of creating good music 

thereby creating sustainable 

income for themselves and their 

families but have gullibly fallen 

into the trap of some of these 

vicious families without knowing 

in toto what the cost can be. 

Young people need to be weary of 

associations and their activities.  
Al l  that gl i t ters is not 

gold.Excessive use of drugs is 

also tagged a possible cause of 

his death. From testimonies 

about his life, it was obvious that 

he was messed up already by 

drugs He could have died of drug 

related psychosis due to 

e n d o r p h i n s  a n d  

neurotransmitters like serotonin 

that controls the mood. Drug 

consumption has from time in 

memorial been the bane of many 

music and musicians. It’s an 

affliction that’s always lurking in 

every sniff and sip. 
It has dragged many musicians 

down the drain. Even outside the 

shores of Nigeria there exist this 

subsisting and notorious notion 

t h a t  d r u g  c o n s u m p t i o n  

contributes highly to artistic 

inspiration. 
In an article from Cable 

newspaper titled ‘The Mohbad in 

Nigeria at 63’ written by Festus 

Adedayo highlighted a one-time 

renowned artist who lost her life 

to drug addiction after suffering 

brain damage - Brenda Fassie.  

She was a south African diva who 

was so talented in the art of 

singing so much so that times 

magazine dubbed her the 

Madonna of townships. 
She was a wonder to behold the 

m e m o r y  o f  h e r  s t a g e  

performance of her famous song 

‘vulindlela’ still resonate so much 

energy and excitement.
Unfortunately, she died at the 

age of 40 before she could climax 

her career. Drugs is a temporary 

joy giver. For the pleasure it gives 

it reduces your life span. 
The human body is designed to 

enable  performance optimally. 

Instead of drugs enhancing 

performance as many have claim 

it does to them, drugs could 

conspire to cut your life short 

without notice. 
The situation is one which we 

cannot ask the dead what 

happened. people will continue 

to puck until they can come to a 

logical conclusion to the cause of 

Mohbad’s death, the Autopsy 

carried out should expose vivid 

cause of his untimely death. 
Without pointing fingers, the 

behavior and conduct of some of 

his immediate family and some 

wel l -wishers have ra ised 

suspicions therefore the Nigerian 

police should look in all direction 

in fact victims should be treated 

as suspects. It has now become a 

matter of public interest. 
It is public outcry that has open 

up this can of warms and in a 

very positive way it is good for 

our society, relevant authorities 

are on their toes; the police, 

media, judiciary, and the 

legislature. 
There is constant update and 

media has tagged it developing 

story in other to pacify the public.
If only Nigerians can find a 

common threshold where it hits 

everyone with the same gravity 

then we can unite stronger than 

# j u s t i c e f o r m o h b a d  a n d  

#endsars protest and call out the 

common evil and uphold what is 

true and just for our society, for 

the common good of everyone 

and the generation to come.

“Most times, they have structures and big 

platforms that could give an upper hand in 

succeeding at different endeavors with 

promises of unending possibilities, but they 

do not exist without rules and regulations, 

ways of life, standards and tenets. It is 

mostly binding on members by legal 

agreements and in obnoxious cases results 

in violent and fetish means of enforcing 

binding rules on members.”
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