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Governor Mutfwang responding while Hajiya Hawwa Umar Aliyu listens

Head of Service, Barr. Rautha Dakok (right) with the Commissioner for Local 
Government and Chieftaincy Affairs, Hon. Ephriam Usman

TIC Chairman of Shendam LGC, Hon. (Dr.) Nicholas Kemi Nshe (right) with his 
colleague, Chairman Langtang North, Hon. Kumzhi Godwin

Permanent Secretaries Local Government and Chieftaincy Affairs, Finance and 
the Accountant General of the State

Cross section of members of the Federal Commissioners’ entourage

From left are, commissioners, Lands, Barr. Peter Nyam Gai, Agric, Hon. Bugama 
Samson Ishaku, Water Resources, Hon. Noel Nkup and Local Government Affairs, 
Hon. Ephriam Usman

From left are, TIC Langtang North, Hon. Kumzhi Godwin, Shendam, Hon. Nicholas 
Kemi Nshe, GM JMDB, Arc Hart Bankat and Mikang, Hon. Daniel Kungmi

Governor Mutfwang with the leader, RMAFC and members of her team
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MUTFWANG RECEIVES RMAFC FEDERAL COMMISSIONERS
Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang recently received a delegation from Revenue Mobilization 
Allocation and Fiscal Commission Abuja (RMAFC) led by the leader, Hajiya Hawwa Umar Aliyu, Jigawa State Federal 

Commissioner at Government House Little Rayfield, Jos
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s promising as Ate was, he 
however failed to guard Ahis loins and was unable to 

choose the kind of friends who 
would help propel him to greater 
heights in life. Throughout Ate's 
secondary school, he remained 
dedicated which eventually paid-
off as he eventually met the 
prerequisite which facilitated him 
getting an admission into one of 
the prestigious universities in the 
country.

After scaling through the first 
year successfully, this young man 
eventually succumbed to peer 
pressure during his second year in 
the university. As the heat turned 
against this young man, he ended 
up joining one of the deadly cult 
groups on campus and was unable 
to survive it. Ate's decomposing 
body was recovered in an 
uncompleted building where he 
had joined his other members for 
a ritual that fateful night. 

Investigations by security 
agents later uncovered that the 
c u l t  m e m b e r s  h a d  f e l t  
uncomfortable with Ate's most 
recent public engagements thus 
decided to end his life for their 
own good. As tragic as this 
unfortunate story is; it in clearer 
terms reflects the horrible 
experiences of many unlucky 
young men and women in this 
country who at a point in their 
lives decided to sell their souls to 
the devil. Some of these young 
men and women had promising 
future and never anticipated to 
taste these brutal killings. 
However, their dreams and hopes 
for a better tomorrow was cut shot 
following their involvement in cult 
related activities, a deadly routine 
engagement which usually ends 
up  i n  a  d i s gus t i ng  and  
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dehumanising manner. 
The Oxford Concise Dictionary of 

Sociology defines cultism as a 
small group or religious activities 
whose beliefs are secret, esoteric 
and individualistic. The Lexican 
Webster Dictionary defines secret 
cult as a group of people who 
share a common cause and whose 
mode of meetings and agenda are 
unknown to the public.

Cultism according to Queen 
Anigbogu is a practice of people 
wi th a dev iant  re l ig ious,  
philosophical or cultural identity 
often existing on the margins of 
society. It is usually exploitive 
towards its members' beliefs and 
activities of cults are mostly 
known as secret cult. For, Ikenna 
Alumona, “in many parts of the 
world, cultism creates an 
atmosphere of negative peace as 
a result its footprints in the 
security market which facilitate 
arms proliferation. Youth cultism 
is one of the sources of violence in 
most Nigerian cities. Several 
studies on cultism have focused 
on the evolution of cult related 
activities in Nigeria from non-
violence to the proliferation of 
splinter secret cults in tertiary 
institutions and communities.

Media reports for instance 
discloses that at least 202 persons 
have been killed as a result of cult 
and gang-related violence in 
Rivers State in three years. Most 
of these unjustified killings have 
proliferated across other parts of 
the country leaving behind 
excruciating pains on the side of 
parents and or victims' relations. 
In March 2020, the Akwa Ibom 
S t a t e  g ove r nmen t  a l o n e  
uncovered 51 cult groups and 
societies in secondary schools 
across the state.

Data from Nextier Violent 
Conflict reveals that Rivers State 
tops the list of cult activities in 
Nigeria followed by Ogun State 
but the menace of cultism is also 
plagued by many other related 
activities in Benue, Lagos, 
Anambra, Ekiti, Osun and Edo. 
Unfortunately, most Nigeria 
celebrities and politicians are 
allegedly belonging to one cult or 
the other in this country. 

Recently, the European Union 
Agency for Asylum explained that 
student cults are characterised by 
violent initiation rites and conduct 
illegal activities such as killings, 
h u m a n  t r a f f i c k i n g ,  d r u g  
trafficking, smuggling, extortions, 
k i d n a p p i n g s  a n d  f o r c e d  
recruitments. It further stated 
that about 1,863 deaths were 
connected to student cults 
between 2006 and 2014. Cult-
re lated v io lence in  2017 
reportedly resulted in 442 
fatalities and 290 victims of 
kidnappings.    

As it is, reports also indicates 
that the sheer number of violent 
deaths alone, over 105 is a 
staggering and a major concern to 
many citizens and stakeholders in 
the country. In Lagos State, 
numerous deadly clashes have 
been recorded between Aiye and 
Eiye confraternities. In most 
cases, such deadly clashes usually 
end up with many unbearable 
casualties.

Records by the Lagos State 
Police shows that over 202 
suspected members of cult groups 
were arrested with the recovery of 
various types of arms and 
ammunitions from them. Up 
north, the proliferation of cult 
related activities have also 
generated great concern in most 

recent times. In some of these 
states, cultists openly celebrate 
their days with impunity throwing 
communities in total fear of the 
unknown.

 In his submission on the 
proliferation of cultism in Nigeria's 
tertiary institutions which is 
regarded as a threat to national 
socio-economic development, 
Amos Adedeji elucidated that 
cultism has remained a veritable 
social menace and a serious 
obstacle to academic excellence, 
peace and security of the nation. 
It has become cancerous to the 
growth and development of our 
tertiary education in Nigeria. The 
harmful invention brought to the 
association has changed their 
modus operandi from peaceful 
and non-violent approach to 
bizarre and violent activities 
without respect for life.

According to Adedeji, “based on 
the concept of gods in African 
Traditional Religion, the history of 
cultism in Africa is connected to 
African culture and religion. It can 
be traced back to pre-colonial 
Nigeria, where people performed 
rituals for their ancestors 
primarily to ask for protection and 
success in their endeavours. By 
carrying out rituals, administering 
justice and purging society of any 
lingering cultural residue, cults 
serviced the spiritual and societal 
demands of their adherents as 
well as serving as institutions for 
societal control. As a result, the 
traditional cult organizations play 
a crucial rule in the growth of local 
communities and social changes.”

He notes that cult activities at 
Nigerian's academic institutions 
can be traced back to 1952, when 
Prof. Wole Soyika the first African 
to win the Nobel Prize and his 

contemporaries commonly known 
as G7 founded the Pyrites 
Confraternity. Pyrites aspired to 
stand out from the pretentious, 
hypocritical middle class, the 
detached colonial aristocracy, and 
mossy establishment with its 
pretentious wares.”

     Over the years however, cult 
groups have changed and become 
more dangerous than it used to 
be. Today, hundreds of deaths 
have been related to cult in the 
country. Most of these violent 
conduct  by cu l t i s ts  have 
generated great concern in most 
recent times. Consequently, social 
commentators are of the opinion 
that the dangers cult activities 
pose to our society cannot be 
underestimated.

In one of such studies, it 
discovered that when a student 
engages in an act of cultism and 
indiscipline for instance; such a 
student tend live restlessly and 
endanger the lives of others. 
C u l t i s t s  a r e  k n o w n  f o r  
unrepentantly committing social 
vices like robbery, disturbing 
public peace, kil l ings and 
proliferation of illicit drugs. These 
drugs are syndicated in such a 
manner hardly dictated by 
security agencies in the nation.  
Unfortunately, many vulnerable 
people usually join cultism in 
search of protection from 
harassment and or intimidation. 
This sense of security offered 
members gives them boldness 
and confidence against any 
threats which is a total fallacy.    

The Nigeria Red Cross says the 
proliferation of cult groups in 
primary and secondary schools in 
the country was a ticking time 
bomb. A member of the Governing 
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Continued on page 31

Ate Ibrahim was a normal promising boy whose desire was to grow up and be successful in life. Though he grew up in the slums, he had never for 
once doubted the hidden potentials in him knowing too well that it was just but a matter of time for him to explode, BULUS GAMBO writes.

Tinubu Musa Egbetekun

Is Nigeria losing the battle against cult violence?











































almost been held captive by 
various dangerous cult groups. In 
some of these states, citizens 
hardly come out on the streets 
without thinking twice considering 
the nasty situations they have 
found themselves in.

On moves required to address 
occultism, Chukwurah Gladys and 
John Mathew in their research 
study are of the opinion that 
'cultism is a serious issue of 
concern as it has seriously 
degraded academic system in 
Nigerian universities. In recent 
times, the activities of secret cult 
members in tertiary institutions 
have assumed different negative 
dimensions. Understanding the 
root causes of cultism is of 
importance as a means of finding 
a lasting solution to it.''

The study further highlights that 
'several efforts have been made to 
curb cultism but to no avail. In 
1984, Prof Wole Soyinka noticed 
that cultism has derailed from its 
intention, he extricated himself 
from emerging trend, initiated the 
abo l i t i o n  o f  t h e  P i ra t e s  
Confraternity in all tertiary 
institutions.  The 1979 and 1999 
Constitutions of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria are abhorrent 
to any association, club, society 
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scholarly works. However, much 
of the literature has focused on 
cultists (perpetrators of cultism) 
in the free world-cultism among 
prison inmates have been largely 
underexplored.

For Celestine Poroma and 
Ekweoma Abel “The issue of arms 
proliferation and the crisis of cult 
supremacy and security in Nigeria 
especially in the Niger Delta 
region have posed serious 
concern and threat to national 
security and socio-economic and 
political development of the area. 
In recent times, Rivers State has 
experienced different types of 
c o n f l i c t  r a n g i n g  f r o m  
communal/political crises to 
crises of cultism/militancy 
worsened by the free movement 
of small arms and light weapons 
across the coastal borders. This 
deve lopment  has  equa l ly  
degenerated to the suburbs of the 
state, to the extent that different 
parts of the state have been 
bedevilled by different types of 
arm conflict.''

The use of arms has fuelled 
crises and insecurity in Omoku, 
Ahoada, Ogbakiri, Rumuekpe, 
and Ogoniland. This development 
has  agg rava ted  se cu r i t y  
challenges in River State which 
has affected socio-economic and 
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  
proliferation of arms has been one 
of the biggest security challenges 
confronting the state which is 
capable of throwing the state into 
anarchy and increase crime and 
violence.

But again, there are many other 
states in the country which have 

anyone caught involved in cult 
activities would be summarily 
dismissed. He further stressed 
that schools in his state are for 
quality teaching and learning and 
not for breeding grounds for 
cultists. In like manner, the Lagos 
State government has warned 
students in the state against 
joining gangs and cult groups. 
Speaking recently, the state 
Commissioner for Education, 
Folasde Adefisayo noted that the 
state government would not 
tolerate gang and or cultist related 
activities. Other states in the 
country have also clearly drawn 
battle-lines against cult related 
activities but all these afford have 
not yielded any meaningful 
results. This development has 
prompted many individuals to 
conclude that the Nigeria 
government is gradually losing the 
battle against this menace in the 
nation. This equally means that a 
lot needs to be done to save more 
vulnerable citizens of the country 
from joining these groups.      

On the other hand, more 
sensitization programmes should 
be implemented in order to help 
vulnerable citizens of this country 
come to terms with the reality of 
the dangers associated with 
cultism in the nation.

Continued from page 10 and groups whose activities run 
counter-productive to national 
development.''

According to Udoh Chinwe and 
Ikezu Mag, 'government should 
establish tribunals to try cultists 
and if found guilty should be 
sentenced accordingly. This will be 
the detriment to those who have 
joined or those who have the 
intention of joining the secret 
cults. If the truth should be told, 
the Nigerian government is yet to 
provide stable employment 
opportunities for many of its 
jobless youths in the country 
which has no doubt added to 
increasing influx of teenagers to 
cultic organizations. Some of 
these jobless youths are easy 
recruits for these sinister and evil 
minded individuals who are always 
scavenging for them. For others, 
the government should also 
implement a form of rehabilitation 
for cult members to orientate 
themselves to live a better life. The 
government should also reduce 
the high cost of education in 
Nigeria so that everyone can 
afford it.

Just recently, Rivers State 
Governor, Simnalayi Fubara was 
forced to read riot act to school 
principals in the state saying that 

Board of the NRC, Sir Eddy Ogidi 
Gbegbaje warned that if this trend 
is not checked, it will become a 
serious social problem adding that 
'I am always pleased and happy 
when I see young ones making 
useful contributions to nation 
building and they should be 
encouraged.'

Mobolaji Ogusanya in his 
research work titled Impact of 
Secret Cult Organisations on 
University Administration: A 
Study by University of Ibadan,  
reveals that Nigeria, was quick to 
add that 'the Nigeria University is 
being ravaged by the menace of 
secret cults among the student 
p o p u l a t i o n .  S e c r e t  c u l t  
associations have infiltrated 
virtually all Nigerian institutions of 
higher learning and function to 
varying degrees of intensity in the 
various universities including 
military university. The southern 
universit ies have however 
dominated the discussions on 
student cultism in Nigeria.'

According to him,” in spite of the 
negative image of secret cult 
organizations on the university 
campus, they are gradually 
permeating the social fabric of 
legitimate student organizations 
in search of power, influence and 
affluence. And they are doing so 
q u i e t l y  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  
conspicuous.”

According to another study by 
the International Journal of Law 
Crime and Justice, violent crime 
campus cultism is widespread in 
Nigeria and hence has attracted 
increasing policy attention and 

“A Study of University by Ibadan, Nigeria, reveal that 'the Nigeria 
university is being ravaged by the menace of secret cults among the 
student population. Secret cult associations have infiltrated 
virtually all Nigerian institutions of higher learning and function to 
varying degrees of intensity in the various universities including 
military university. The southern universities have however 
dominated the discussions on student cultism in Nigeria”.

Is Nigeria losing the battle against cult violence?
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Sum Pyem, His Royal Highness, Charles Mato Dakat delivering the royal 
father’s goodwill message

Celebrant and husband flanked by well-wishers

The Principal, Girls’ High School, Mrs. Orpah Goteng and family during the 
Service

National President of GOSA, Engr. Sunday Hyat, mni delivering his speech

Chaplain, Ulster Church, Rev. John Sagai (right) encouraging the retired 
principal and husband

Mr. & Mrs. Orpah Goteng in a group photograph with clergymen

Cross section of students of the school during the retirement of their 
Principal

Girls’ High School PTA Chairman, Dr. Kamshak Kuden delivering his 
message

GHS PRINCIPAL RETIRES FROM SERVICE
The management, staff and students of Girls’ High School Gindiri on Sunday organised Retirement Service for the Principal of GHS, Mrs. Orpah 

Goteng at the Ulster Church Gindiri, Mangu LGA
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TRUTH EXALTS A NATION

EURO 2020: 

e t i r e d  N i g e r i a  Rinternational Duke Udi 
has insisted that there 

is no point for the Nigeria 
Football Federation to bring in 
a new manager despite 
stakeholders calling for the 
head of Super Eagles coach 
Jose Peseiro.

Although Nigeria's results 
in their first two matches of 
the 2026 World Cup qualifiers 
were far from convincing, Udi 
stressed that the Portuguese 
footba l l  tac t i c ian was 
unbeaten in the games 
a g a i n s t  L e s o t h o  a n d  
Zimbabwe.  

The Super Eagles needed a 
lifeline from the unlikeliest of 
sources, in Rwanda, who 
caused a sensation by 
beating South Africa 2-0 to 
thrown Group C of the World 
Cup qualifiers wide open, 
w i th  on ly  two po in ts  
separating the top five 
countries.  

Nse Essien, a Board 
Member of the Nigeria 
Football Federation, dropped 
a bombshell in the wake of 
the draw with Zimbabwe, 
saying that Peseiro is not 
capable of leading the 
national team and only a lack 
of resources is preventing 
him from being fired. 

Udi underlined that the 
Super Eagles still have a 
chance to qualify for the 
World Cup and refused to rule 
out the possibility of the Jose 
Peseiro-led side performing 
well at the 2023 Africa Cup of 
Nations. 

Speaking to the BBC this 
week, Udi said: "If any 

department is not functioning 
then it is the problem of the 
team because everyone has 
t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r .
"It's too early to sack a coach 
because he drew two 
matches. He has not lost.
"We are still on course for 
both competitions (the World 
Cup and Nations Cup). In 
Ivory Coast, anything can 
happen." 

Nigeria are back in action in 
the 2026 World Cup qualifiers 
next June when the face 
South Africa and Benin.

Also, Moroka Swallows 
goalkeeper Daniel Akpeyi has 
confessed he is eager to 
return to the Super Eagles 
and regain the team's 
n u m b e r - o n e  g l o v e s ,  
Soccernet.ng reports.

Akpeyi, who has 18 caps for 
the national team, has not 
been a part of the Super 
Eagles squad since Jose 
Peseiro took charge of the 
three-time African champions 
in May 2022.

In Akpeyi's absence, none 
of goalkeepers Francis Uzoho, 
Maduka Okoye, and Adeleye 
Adebayo, has impressed 
between the posts for Nigeria.

And with the Africa Cup of 
Nations tournament kicking 
off in Ivory Coasts in a few 
weeks, there have been calls 
for Peseiro to look for a new 
number-one goalkeeper.

While the former Sporting 
Lisbon manager insists he is 
satisfied with Uzoho, Akpeyi 

has revealed he continues to 
wait for his chance to return 
to the national team.

Asked in an interview if he 
could be the answer to 
Nigeria's goalkeeping crisis, 
Akpeyi said: “I think I'm 
better than yesterday. Today 
is better than yesterday. It's 
just that (I'm) waiting for the 
opportunity.”

The Super Eagles missed 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup in 
Qatar and kicked off the 2026 
Wo r l d  Cup  qua l i f y i ng  
campaign on a disappointing 
note after stumbling to two 1-
1 draws against Lesotho and 
Zimbabwe.

Rwanda and South Africa 
are ahead of Nigeria in Group 
C, with only one nation 
guaranteed a qualification 
ticket in each group.

St i l l ,  Akpeyi  remains 
convinced that the Super 
Eagles will return to their peak 
after their false start, citing 
the example of Argentina, who 
lost to Saudi Arabia in the 
opening rounds only to 
become world champions on 
the last day.

“In Qatar, Argentina never 
did well from the beginning,” 
Akpeyi noted. “But they ended 
up winning (the World Cup).

“Football has changed. No 

team is an underdog. 
Everybody is stepping up, 
year after year. I must say 
that at this time, we need to 
understand that aspect of the 
game and not because you 
have all the players playing in 
Europe and you expect to 
knock everybody down.

“You don't have to get three 
points in your hotel room. 
You have to get three points 
on the field. And that is what 
we were not able to do. But 
I'm sure the coach already 
sorted it out where it needs to 
be fixed and all that.”

Akpeyi, 37, started in four 

of Nigeria's six matches at the 
2019 Africa Cup of Nations, 
where the Super Eagles won 
a bronze medal.

The attacking options up-
front for the London side 
include Nicolas Jackson and 
Armando Broja. Still, the 
Blues are interested in 
bringing Osimhen to build 
competition up-front and to 
have the quality of a world-
class striker in their side.

However, a winter move for 
the 24-year-old is still far-
fetched, and with Napoli 
unwavering in their hundred 
million asking price, Chelsea 
might have to look elsewhere 
for another striker.

According to Goal, the 
Blues are currently keeping 
an eye on Santiago Gimenez, 
who has scored fifteen goals 
in all competitions for 
Feyenoord this season.

Gimenez, 22, joined the 
Rotterdam side from Cruz 
Azul in 2022 and has gone on 
to score thirty-eight goals in 
sixty goals for the Eredivisie 
Champions, and could be a 
cheaper option for Todd 
Boehly.

Chelsea's recruiting team 
admires his potential impact, 
but he also has a contract 
with the Dutch club until 
2027, which means the Blues 
may have to pay more than 
£35 million plus add-ons for 
the goalscorer.

Other European elites are 
interested in the Mexican, 
including Real Madrid and 
Barcelona, as well as a slew of 
Serie A clubs such as 
Juventus, AC Milan, and Inter.

Chelsea's interest in 
Osimhen remains firm as 
they're willing to go all in for 
last season's Serie Golden 
Boot winner, but should 
Napoli refuse to budge, the 
club will turn their attention 
to Gimenez.

Osimhen is set to return to 
footbal l ing act ion this 
weekend after spending the 
past four weeks on the 
sidelines due to a hamstring 
problem.

'Too early to sack our coach’

Super Eagles played an inglorious 1-1 draw with Zimbabwe

of events.
“At this time, I am not 

convinced that Oscar has 
been rehabilitated,” her 
statement said.

“Rehabilitation requires 
someone  to  engage  
honestly with the full truth 
of his crime and the 
consequences thereof. 
Nobody can claim to have 
remorse if they are not able 
to engage fully with the 
truth.

“If someone does not 
show remorse, they cannot 
be considered to be 
rehabilitated. If they are 
not rehabilitated, their risk 

sentenced to 13 years and 
five months imprisonment.

June Steenkamp said she 
was concerned for the 
safety of other women once 
he was released on parole.

In a v ic t im impact  
statement, she said her 
daughter's death had left a 
“massive hole” in her life 
that cannot be filled.

Her statement was also 
read outside a South African 
parole board meeting by a 
family representative.

I n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  
Steenkamp said while she 
had forgiven Pistorius, she 
doesn't believe his version 

scar Pistorius will be Oreleased on parole in 
January, prison authorities 
announced Friday, drawing 
cr i t ic ism from Reeva 
Steenkamp's mother, who 
said she did not believe the 
South African athlete had 
been rehabilitated since he 
murdered her daughter 
almost 11 years ago.

Pistorius shot Steenkamp 
four times through the 
bathroom door of his house 
in 2013, denying that he 
killed her in a fit of anger 
and saying instead he had 
mistaken her for an 
intruder. He was originally 

of recidivism is high.”
June Steenkamp said 

she did not attend Friday's 
parole board hearing 
because she couldn't 
“muster the energy to face 
him (Pistorius) again.”

She also raised concerns 
about his pattern of violent 
and aggressive behaviour.

“I do not know to what 
extent this behaviour still 
exists or were evident 
du r ing  h i s  t ime  o f  
incarceration, but I am 
concerned for the safety of 
any woman should this not 
have been addressed in 
his rehabilitation.”

Pistorius to be released on parole
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