














Leading Pastor of the Church, Rev. Emmanuel Joel Nimchefa, encouraging 
Ayuku Pwaspo and EXCO

Reverend Emmanuel Joel Nimchefa praying for Ayuku Pwaspo and  EXCO in 
her office

NUJ Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo taking notes during the visit

NUJ Secretary, Mary Replong Domtur making some remarks

Leading Pastor, Pastors, Elders of COCIN LCC Nassarawa Gwong in a 
photograph with NUJ Chairman, EXCO and well wishers

NUJ Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo (standing) responding

From left are, Correspondents' Chapel Chairman, Polycarp Auta, NUJ Ex 
officio member, Peter Amine and the Vice Chairman, Pam Musa listening 
attentively

Cross section of Elders of  COCIN LCC, Nassarawa Gwong that accompanied 
the Reverend

NUJ CHAIRMAN RECEIVES COCIN LCC LEADERSHIP NASSARAWA GWONG
The first female Chairman of the Nigeria Union of Journalists, Plateau State  Council, Ayuku Pwaspo on Friday received the Leading Pastor and Elders 

of the Church of Christ in Nation (COCIN) Local Church Council, Nassarawa Gwong, Jos North LGA in her office at the NUJ Press Centre, Jos
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THE word is agog with hysteria because of 

climate change. Far-reaching decisions that 

affect our lives are being made because of 

climate change. I often wonder if we are not 

doing too much globally because of climate 

change.  
Recently, I found out that the weather can 

actually be controlled using weather 

modification technology. In other words, the 

weather could be engineered. This 

engineering of our weather could also be a 

double-edged word. One of such technology is 

called cloud seeding. This is one of the 

technologies used to cause rain and floods. 

Cloud seeding can do wonders in the desert. 

With rain caused by this technology, the desert 

could be converted into arable land. This 

seedling has been done in Dubai deserts.  
Cloud seeding is an answer to droughts and 

dissertation. However, in the forest zones 

where rain is perennial, cloud seeding can lead 

to massive flooding. Today, occurrences of 

flooding across the globe has doubled. This 

leaves me with some questions. Are some of 

these floods results of cloud seeding gone 

wrong? Is climate engineering under 

government regulation? How can climate 

engineering be regulated in Nigeria even 

before it arrives here if it is not already here? 
I share with you an excerpt on what cloud 

seeding is from the Desert Research Institute: 
What is cloud seeding? 
Clouds are made up of tiny water droplets or 

ice crystals that form when water vapor in the 

atmosphere cools and condenses around a 

tiny particle of dust or salt floating in the 

atmosphere. Without these particles, known 

as condensation or ice nuclei, raindrops or 

snowflakes cannot form and precipitation will 

not occur.  
Cloud seeding is a weather modification 

technique that improves a cloud’s ability to 

produce rain or snow by introducing tiny ice 

nuclei into certain types of subfreezing clouds. 

These nuclei provide a base for snowflakes to 

form. After cloud seeding takes place, the 

newly formed snowflakes quickly grow and fall 

from the clouds back to the surface of the 

Earth, increasing snowpack and streamflow.   
How we cloud seed 
Cloud seeding can be done from ground-

based generators or aircrafts. The DRI Cloud 

Seeding Research Programme primarily uses 

ground-based generators, which are designed 

and built by DRI and can be operated 

remotely. In the Carson and Walker River 

basins, DRI also conduct cloud seeding from a 

subcontracted seeding aircraft. 
Most cloud seeding operations, including 

those run by DRI, use a compound called silver 

iodide (AgI) to aid in the formation of ice 

crystals. Silver iodide exists naturally in the 

environment at low concentrations and is not 

known to be harmful to humans or wildlife. 
When storm systems move through one of 

our cloud seeding project areas, a solution 

containing a small amount of silver iodide is 

burned from ground-based generators or 

released from aircraft. Upon reaching the 

cloud, the silver iodide acts as an ice forming 

nuclei to aid in the production of snowflakes. 
DRI’s cloud seeding operation generally runs 

during the winter season of November to May, 

when storm systems are actively moving 

through our project areas. During dry winters 

when storm systems are absent for long 

periods, cloud seeding cannot occur, because 

cloud seeding requires the presence of 

moisture-filled clouds. 
DRI’s team of experts include meteorologists 

who monitor the weather throughout the 

season for appropriate cloud seeding 

conditions. Cloud seeding does not occur 

during times when additional precipitation 

would be problematic, such as times of high 

flood risk or during busy holiday travel 

periods. 
Benefits of cloud seeding 
Cloud seeding is used all over the world as a 

method for enhancing winter snowfall and 

i n c r e a s i n g  m o u n t a i n  s n o w p a c k ,  

supplementing the natural water supply 

available to communities of the surrounding 

area. 
The effectiveness of cloud seeding differs 

from project to project, but long-term cloud 

seeding projects over the mountains of 

Nevada and other parts of the world have been 

shown to increase the overall snowpack in the 

targeted areas by 10% or more per year 

(Manton and Warren 2011, Huggins 2009, 

15 percent from cloud seeding using high 

altitude remote-controlled generators (Super 

and Heimbach 1983). These generators are 

similar to the cloud seeding methods used by 

DRI’s modern cloud seeding projects. 
The foregoing is from the Desert Research 

Institute. following excerpt from the bulletin of 

Atomic Scientists explains the pros and cons of 

cloud seeding with instances of flooding in 

places like Dubai, which is also taking its first 

harvest from cloud seeding this year: 
With water shortages in the American West 

continuing to worsen, policymakers are 

starting to recognize that incremental changes 

such as “avoiding long showers [and] fixing 

leaky faucets” will not be sufficient. During 

crises, “silver bullets”—promising but overly-

simplistic technological solutions to complex 

problems—become increasingly appealing, 

despite the acknowledgement that no single 

technology or policy can address complex 

challenges like water shortages or climate 

change. 
Cloud seeding is perhaps the ultimate silver 

bullet, in which literal silver in the form of 

silver iodide is infused into clouds, causing ice 

crystals to form and water to condense into 

rain or snow. Cloud seeding is a form of 

planned weather modification. Most 

commonly used to increase precipitation as a 

drought management technique, cloud 

seeding is also regularly used to clear fog in 

airports, fight forest fires, suppress hail, and 

even divert rainfall, as it was used, for 

example, during the 2008 Olympics in Beijing. 
The promise of creating rain is highly 

appealing in the face of increasing water 

shortages and disruptions to water cycles 

exacerbated by climate change. While cloud 

seeding is not a new technology—the first 

experiments took place in the 1940s—it fell 

out of favor in the 1980s for being an 

“unacceptable ethical and environmental 

hazard.” It is now back on the policy agenda as 

a climate adaptation strategy. Idaho, Utah, 

Colorado, Wyoming, and California have all 

expanded their cloud seeding operations in the 

past two years in response to the worsening 

drought. Despite its potential, the risks 

associated with cloud seeding are high, and 

there is significant danger that cloud seeding 

may do more harm than good.“Human 

consequences.”  
As early as 1965, the National Science 

Foundation called for urgent social science 

research into the impacts of weather 

modification, stating, “If the developing 

techniques of weather and climate 

modification are to be used intelligently, the 

human consequences of deliberate or 

inadvertent intervention need to be 

anticipated before they are upon us.” But 

these issues continue to be under-explored. 

Compared to other forms of geoengineering 

that have received greater attention and 

generated more controversy—such as 

e x p a n d i n g  r e s e a r c h  o n  s o l a r  

geoengineering—policy discussions about the 

use (and misuse) of cloud seeding are lacking, 

even though it has been widely deployed. 
Having read the forgoing, we must 

interrogate cloud modification weather 

engineering technology in a world where 

flooding, earthquakes and all forms of weather 

hazards threaten human life. If this 

technology gets into the wrong hands, it will 

become a deadly weapon of destruction where 

the weather can simply be modified to cause 

flooding in any area of choice. This should not 

surprise us because today’s military power lies 

in the possession of the most destructive 

technology and water is just as destructive as 

fire.  
Bhupendra Jasani, in a publication titled 

“environmental modification” talks about 

weather and c l imate modi f icat ion,  

modification of oceans and earthquakes, 

mod i f i c a t i on  o f  c e r t a i n  t ypes  o f  

electromagnetic radiation reaching the earth 

and modification of the electrical behaviour of 

the atmosphere. This paper calls all of this 

geophysical modification. The paper reads and 

I quote as follows: “the term environmental 

modification embodies many types of 

deliberate or inadvertent changes in the 

envoronment where man leaves.One aspect of 

this, the deliberate geophysical modification, 

and its uses as a means of waging war, is 

considered here”. From the foregoing, climate 

engineering can be used as a weapon of 

warfare. The likes of cloud seeding which can 

cause flooding.  
The fact that cloud seeding exists should not 

surprise us. Already, we have biological 

weapons. Weather modification resulting in 

catastrophes exist. The point here is that while 

we look for ways and means of mitigating the 

damaging effects of flooding in our country, we 

have to consider the possibility of cloud 

seeding as remote as it may sound. Do we 

have the technology in private hands? How 

can the government put in place regulations 

that will govern this sector. Drones are already 

in private hands. In fact, there is a drone club 

in Abuja. We all know the security threats that 

drones can constitute. Is this regulated 
The world is moving in ways that we cannot 

completely decipher or reverse. While these 

events might surprise us, it is important for 

our government to be aware of this and 

regulate its usage in our environment by 

enacting the relevant laws. Before we continue 

the conversation, please read the forgoing on 

the environmental modification convention 

from Wikipedia: 
Prior to the Environmental Modification 

Convention signed in Geneva in 1977, the 

United States used weather warfare in the 

Vietnam War. Operation Popeye saw the use of 

cloud seeding over the Ho Chi Minh trail. It was 

hoped that the increased rainfall would reduce 

the rate of infiltration down the trail.[1] 
A research paper produced for the United 

States Air Force written in 1996 speculates 

about the future use of nanotechnology to 

produce "artificial weather", clouds of 

microscopic computer part ic les a l l  

communicating with each other to form an 

"intelligent fog" that could be used for various 

purposes. "Artificial weather technologies do 

not currently exist. But as they are developed, 

the importance of their potential applications 

rises rapidly." 
The Convention on the Prohibition of Military 

or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental 

Modification Techniques (Geneva: May 18, 

1977, Entered into force: October 5, 1978) 

prohibits "widespread, long-lasting or severe 

effects as the means of destruction, damage 

or injury". In 1972 an ENMOD convention on 

weather warfare presented that this permits 

"local, non-permanent changes".[2] The 

"Consultative Committee of Experts" 

established in Article VIII of the Convention 

stated in their "Understanding relating to 

Article II" that any use of environmental 

modification where this is done "as a means of 

destruction, damage or injury to another State 

Party, would be prohibited.".[3] It also 

suggests all signatories are expected to 

abstain from using weather modification to 

cause harm at any scale, stating "military or 

any other hostile use of environmental 

modification techniques, would result, or could 

reasonably be expected to result, in 

widespread, long-last ing or severe 

destruction, damage or injury." However, the 

treaty does not directly condemn military use 

of weather modification when it does not 

directly cause harm,[3] such as the United 

States' use of weather modification in the 

siege of Khe Sanh, discussed above. The 

limitations of the treaty, and its application 

only to signatory states, allow weather 

warfare to continue to play a role in warfare 

throughout the twenty-first century. The 

United States prohibits weather modification 

without permission of the United Sates. 

Super and Heimbach 1983). 
At a study site in the Snowy Mountains of 

New South Wales, Australia, a five-year cloud 

seeding project designed by DRI resulted in a 

14 percent increase in snowfall across the 

project area. This enhanced snowfall was 

shown to be a result of cloud seeding, at the 

97 percent confidence interval (Manton and 

Warren 2011). 
In Wyoming, a 10-year cloud seeding 

experiment in the Snowy Range and Sierra 

Madre Range resulted in five to 15 percent 

increases in snow pack from winter storms 

(Wyoming Water Development Office 2015). 

And older research from a cloud seeding 

programme in the Bridger Range of western 

Montana showed snowfall increases of up to 
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ongrats on your directorial debut. How 
was it like shooting behind the Ccamera?

 It was a mixed feeling,  fun,  challenging and tiring.  
Then also it was more fun.  It gave me opportunity to 
work with Ebonyi Life as a director.  Shooting Your 
Excellency was worth it all.  The shoot lasted about a 
month.  Directing isn't really a new field to me 

because I'm an actor, writer. I also direct, produce, 
so directing is something I have always been 
involved in.

Why were you drawn to the script?
The storyline is fresh and unique. It basically gives 

a new spin to the story which was created by Mo 

Abudu and developed by her too. It's not a regular 

storyline. It is something you expect. It's a political 
comedy or a comedy movie. It is filled with so many 
lessons and also to make people laugh. I worked 
with Ms. Abudu some years ago on the project titled 
'  Screen Divas' ,  a reality show EbonyLife started then 
I moved on to Chief Daddy where I acted in.  The truth 
is whenever I see the positive drive of Aunty Mo I just 
want to double on my own;  so when she reached out 
to me to work as director and lead cast on the project 
'Your Excellency'  I was so happy and jumped on it 
despite my busy schedule.

What is the story line all about?
Your Excellency tells the story of Chief Olalekan 

Ajadi, a bubbling, billionaire businessman and a 
failed presidential candidate who is obsessed with 
Donald Trump. Just when his campaign looks set to 
be another disaster, Ajadi is anointed by a major 
party and becomes a credible contender-all through 
the power of social media. As the political drama 
unfolds, it seems possible that even the most inept 
candidate with little to offer voters except for viral 
soundbites and amusing antics can mount a serious 

Continued on page 26

challenge for the presidency.
How easy or tough was it joggling the role 

of a director whilst playing the lead role in 
the same movie?
 I must say tedious because I do that a lot like 

the head writer for Jenifa's Diary and some other 
contents you see on Scene One Production. This 
(Your Excellency) is more tedious for me 
because this is a film compared to TV Series and 
we kept on working every day. I am super proud 

Nollywood can change Nigeria’s narrative 
— Funke Akindele

Nollywood star, Funke Akindele, shot into limelight after starring in popular United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)-sponsored sitcom ‘I Need to know’, which ran 
from 1998 to2002. Her breakthrough came in 2008 after she appeared in the movie 
‘Jenifa’. She has enjoyed an impressive career and recently made her directorial 
debut in the socio-political comedy film, ‘Your Excellency’ which hits the cinemas 
this December.  PREMIUM TIMES spoke with the talented actress at the media 
screening of her latest film which held in Lagos recently. Here, the 41-year-old 
actress speaks about the new direction of her career and her industry.

Continued on page 25

Some Nigerian celebrities have kept gist of their 
separation and divorce away from the public Here 
are some of your favourite celebrity marriages 
that ended quietly. 

Nigerian celebrities who quietly 
ended their marriages 

DR SID, SIMI

Nigerian music star 
Dr Sid and Simi got 
married in 2014 in one 
of the most talked-
a b o u t  c e l e b r i t y  
w e d d i n g s .  T h e y  
welcomed their first 
daughter and a second 
one a few years later.

Trouble in their 
marriage was first 
reported in 2017 but 
the couple stayed 
away from any public 
drama. In January 2020, Simi took to her Instagram page where 
she announced that their marriage was over. 

Sid has remained silent about his divorce to date. 

Osas Ighodaro, Gbenro Ajibade 

Ighodaro and Ajibade 
met onset of a TV show 
and  go t  ma r r i e d  
afterwards to fans and 
industry delight. 

The couple's wedding 
ceremony was so huge, 
that it was televised on 
live TV. 

In February 2019, 
fans and followers of 
Osas and Gbenro woke 
up to a rather strange 
post from the latter. He 
had in his post called 
out Osas over her parenting style. It was clear that they were 
separated at that time.

A few months later, Osas took down Gbenro's name from her 
Instagram handle. After several months in the United States of 
America, Gbenro marked his return to Nigeria with an interview on 
Rubbin Minds in December where he confirmed that they are 
divorced. 

Etinosa Idemudia, Ighrosa

Etinosa Idemudia's 
marriage to Benin-
based lawyer, Ighrosa is 
the most shortest-lived 
on this list. The former 
couple tied the knot in 
September 2020 and 
welcomed their first 
daughter on Christmas 
Day, the same year. 

The movie star had 
planned to keep the 
news of her marriage 
crash away from the 
prying eyes of the public 
but the press had other 
plans. In May 2021, she called out a blogger for breaking the news 
about her marriage collapse.

















SUNDAY STANDARD, November 5, 2023Page  26

of the outcome so far and I can't 
wait for people to see what we 
have cooked.

What is that role that you 
are yet to play?

So many roles, watch out for 
2020 one of those challenging 

roles I haven't played is coming 
out. I have done some serious 
roles too not just comedy.

So much has changed in 
your industry since you 
launched your career nearly 
21 years ago. What type of 
s t o r i e s  d o  y o u  t h i n k  
Nollywood needs to begin to 
shoot?
 We need to shoot more movies 

that promote and celebrate our 
culture. Right now, it should be 
all about presenting our stories 
to the Western world. I think 
Nollywood needs to shoot more 
indigenous, historical movies to tell our stories like 

'Sango'  and all of that.  We can change the Nigerian 
narrative through our films.  I believe Nigerian 
filmmakers have a lot of power in their hands to 
change our society and even hold our politicians 
accountable.

This is why I love what Genevieve Nnaji did with 

'LionHeart' ,  I particularly love the role Genevieve's 
family played. We just need to tell our story, to 
make people happy. Let them know what we have in 
Nigeria.

It's not a setback. I love the movie. The Oscar 
rejection made the film more popular. People had to 

go watch it. It gained attention far and wide.
Nollywood is almost an all-comers affair. 

What skills do you think budding actors have 
to possess?

First, you have to be sure you have the talent. You 
must have it in you. There must be something 

different about you. You can't force talent or do 
something simply because someone else is 
doing it. You can learn how to act for sure, but 
you must be willing to learn. Then stay focused. 
You must be ready to be patient and endure. You 
have to work hard. Do not be distracted. You 
have to be well-grounded and listen to 
correction. You have to grow organically. I did 
Screen Divas with Ebony Life some years ago 
and here I am now directing a movie with the 

same Ebony Life. It's called organic growth. 
Then, you have to be very respectful.

So, which are you most comfortable with 
acting or directing?

Honestly, I think acting because I get to 
express myself so well. Also based on the fact 
that acting is what I have been doing for so 

many years;  I feel so much at peace doing it;  
directing takes a whole part of an individual.

 Where there moments when you 
felt like throwing the towel during 
the shoot?

Don't forget that I am also a 

strong woman;  even on those days 
when I had down moments onset;  
the executive producer is always 
t h e r e  t o  g i v e  w o r d s  o f  
encouragement. She will be like 

'Funke you can't give up now;  let 
the world see the stuff you are 
made of on this project'  and all 
those words from her and other 
crew members made the job 
seamless for me.  And before I 
forget, my ever-support ive 
husband was also there to support 
and encourage me and one thing 
he keeps telling us that you have 

done your jobs well;  this is another 
person's production;  you have to 
kill it.

What is that one thing you 
love about this particular 
production?

Well, that will be the fact that 
everything you see from start to 
finish of the movie is 100%real in 
terms of props and more 
importantly all the cast came with 
their A game.

So when is your creativity 
normally at its peak?

I  d raw insp i ra t ion  f rom 
happenings around me. I could get 
an idea and when I am in the 
bathroom taking a shower I 
develop it. Later on maybe during 
a massage, I could give the 
concept a deeper thought.

Continued from page 18

Nollywood can change Nigeria’s narrative 
— Funke Akindele

Continued from page 16

Nigerian celebrities who quietly 
ended their marriages 

Mofe Duncan, Jessica Kakkad 

Mofe Duncan and 
Jessica Kakkad had one 
of the most discreet 
breakups in the history 
of celebrity marriage 
crashes. It had to take a 
die-hard fan of Jessica to 
burst the bubble in 
September 2019. 

A few hours after the 
news broke,  Mofe  
Duncan took to his 
Instagram page to 
release a statement 
where he revealed that 
the marriage had crashed a year earlier and that he still maintains a 
cordial relationship with Jessica and her family. 

Another  ce lebr i ty  
marriage collapse that 
was very discreet was 
that of former Most 
Beautiful Girl in Nigeria, 
Anita Iseghohi, and her 
bus iness execut ive 
husband, Tom. 

The former beauty 
queen took to her 
Instagram page in 
November 2018 where 
she revealed that her 11 
years marriage to the 
former MD of Transcorp 
Corporation had ended. 
The union is blessed with 
three children. 

Anita Iseghohi, Tom Iseghohi

Just like Osas and 
Gbenro,  Dami lo la 
Adegbite and Chris 
Attoh had one of those 
onset beautiful love 
stories. The couple got 
hitched on February 
14, 2015, in Accra, 
Ghana. 

In April 2017, Chris 
A t t o h  s l a m m e d  
divorce rumours in a 
radio interview. The 
couple had earlier 
unfollowed each other 
on Instagram.

T h e  a c t r e s s  
remained silent about 
their separation after that. However, in September that same year, 
Attoh finally revealed that their marriage had crashed.

Damilola Adegbite, Chris Attoh

Blossom Chukwujekwu, Maureen Esisi

B l o s s o m  
Chukwujekwu's split 
from Maureen Esisi was 
probably the most 
shocking separation 
gist in 2019. Social 
media will not forget in 
a hurry how Blossom 
a n d  M a u r e e n  
s h o w c a s e d  t h e i r  
beautiful and 'happy 
mar r i age '  t o  t he  
admiration of many.

In September 2019, 
the news broke of their 
separation. 

While blogs gave different accounts of the reason behind their 
marriage collapse, the couple remained mute. Although Maureen 
has made several cryptic comments about their failed marriage. 

Blossom on the other hands has done a great job keeping 
conversations about his failed marriage out of his way. 
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Perform or be sacked, 
Tinubu warns ministers

RESIDENT Bola 
T i n u b u  h a s  Pthreatened to sack 

his ministers and other 
a i d e s  f o r  n o n  
p e r f o r m a n c e .  T h e  
president also vowed to 
succeed by all means to 
d e l i v e r  o n  t h e  
expectations of Nigerians 
from its current state.      
He handed down the 
warning in Abuja while 
dec la r ing  open h i s  
administration's first 
cabinet retreat held at the 
Presidential Villa.   He 
reminded all participants 
at the retreat that 
everything needed to lift 
the country was at the 
government's disposal.            
Tinubu also told the 
participants that there 
w o u l d  b e  p e r i o d i c  
a s s e s s m e n t  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  
functionaries, adding that 
those who fail to measure 
up to the target of the 
Renewed Hope Agenda of 
the administration would 
be shown the door.                
"You will sign a bond of 
performance with me. If 
you are performing, 

nothing to fear. If you miss 
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w e  
reviewed, if you dont 
perform, you will leave us, 
" he warned.           
 Speaking further, the 
president said "it's our 
country, we have no other 
one. Let's be proud that 
we are Nigerians and we 

can do it. We can fight to 
make democracy a lasting 
reference for the rest 
of.Africa", the president 
emphatically pointed.

ENUE State Governor, BRev. Fr. Hyacinth Alia has 
called on the Nigerian Army to 
turn its focus on Benue State to 
help secure the 'Food Basket of 
the Nation'.

The governor made the call 
during a courtesy call on the 
Chief of Army Staff, Lieutenant 
General Taoreed Lagbaja in his 
o f f i c e  a t  t h e  A r m y  
Headquarters, Abuja recently.

He said the once very 
peaceful state was at the 
moment besieged by criminals 
ranging from murderous 
armed herders, bandits and 
local gangsters.

He said, "A week hardly 
passes without reports of two, 
three or more persons being 
killed in the villages, mostly on 
their farms by armed herders. 

"Most of these are not 
reported in the media".

He decried lack of manpower 
for other formations operating 
within the state, including 
Operation Whirl stroke and 401 
Special Forces  Brigade. 
Pointing further that if properly 
equ ipped ,  men  o f  t he  
formations may begin to enter 
the hinterlands to be able to 
tackle the menace and will not 
only be standing on the roads 
as it is the practice presently.

The governor in a statement 
by his Chief Press Secretary, Sir 

Governor Alia solicits Army's 
collaboration against insecurity 

Tersoo Kula, called for the 
establ ishment of Force 
Operation Bases in Anyiin, 
Naka, Ukum, Agatu, Udei and 
Gbajimba.

Responding, the Chief Of 
Army Staff stated that as one 
who has served in the state for 
nine years, he has a good 
understanding of the security 
situation of the state.

"In my capacity as COAS, I 

do receive on a daily basis 
security reports both formal 
and informal from Benue 
State.

He promised that the 
Nigerian Army will turn its 
attention to Benue especially 
now that the dry season was 
about setting in. And added 
that it was the time that the 
state usually witnesses a lot 
of crises.

SAssistant to President 
Tinubu on Community 
Engagement, Abiodun O. 
Eset has urged Nigerians to 
key into the present  
administration's agricultural 
revolution.

T h e  S e n i o r  S p e c i a l  
Assistant who described 
agriculture as the main 
stream of Nigeria's economy 
and food security, gave an 
assurance that the Tinubu's 
led-administrat ion wi l l  
accord priority to the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
agricultural sector.

 Eset made the call while 
speaking during the Maiden 
C o m m o d i t y  Fa i r  a n d  
Interactive Events for Value 

E N I O R  S p e c i a l  

Chain Operators where the 
Kogi State Government 
d i s p l a y e d  a  s h o w  
exhibition/networking in 
Lokoja recently.

He enjoined farmers 
across the country to 
support the government in 
its intervention to boost 
food sufficiency in Nigeria.

The Commodity Fair with 
its theme” 'Celebrating the 
resilience and roles of 
smallholder farmers in 
sustaining food security in 
N i g e r i a '  b r o u g h t  
participants from pilot 
states of the federation.

The  Sen io r  Spec i a l  
Assistant challenged local 
farmers and processors of 
rice, and Cassava Value 
Chain in the federation to 
brace up to improve on their 

livelihood.
She disclosed that the 

Federal Government of 
Nigeria (FGN), International 
Fund  f o r  Ag r i cu l t u re  
Development( IFAD)Value 
C h a i n  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Programme (VCDP) are 
three  components  o f  
intervention for Agriculture 
Development Programme in 
the country.

Abiodu commended the 
state government and the 
Coordinator of the VCDP in 
the state, Dr. Stella Adejoh 
for her commitment towards 
FGN/ IFAD and VCDP 
Agriculture Programme in 
the state.

Earl ier, the National 
Programme Coordinator of 
the FGN, International Fund 
f o r  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
Development and Value 
C h a i n  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Programme, Dr. Fatima Aliyu 
represented by Baba Yakubu 
said Governor Yahaya Bello 
has continued to live up to 
expectations by paying 
counterpart contributions to 
enable agriculture to strive 
for the benefits of farmers in 
Kogi State.

Dr. Fatima maintained that 
Value Chain Development 
Programme Coordinator in 
Kogi State, Dr. Stella Adejoh 
for the past two years has 
impacted positively on the 
lives of rural farmers. She 
urged her not to relent in her 
efforts to boost food 
production in the state.

Key into FG's agricultural revolution, SSA urges Nigerians

In her remarks, the 
Secretary to the State 
G o v e r n m e n t ,  M r s  
Folashade Ayoade Arike, 
r e p r e s en t ed  b y  t h e  
Permanent Secretary, 
Cabinet, Mallam Sule Taku, 
said the government would 
continue to do its best to 
encourage farmers in 
ensuring availability of food 
for all citizens.

Declaring the programme 
open, the Commissioner of 
Agriculture, Mr Timothy 
Ojoma, reiterated the 
commitment of Governor 
Yahaya Bello to meet the 
yearnings and aspirations 
of the rural farmers. He 
added that necessary farm 
inputs would be provided to 
b o o s t  a g r i c u l t u r e  
development in the state.

E a r l i e r,  t h e  S t a t e  
Coordinator of the VCDP, 
Dr. Stella Adejoh said the 
FGN/ IFAD Value Chain 
Development Programme, 
VCDP, has its goal to reduce 
rural poverty, increase food 
security and accelerate 
economic growth on a 
sustainable basis.

From JIDAUNA YANUNG, 

Abuja  

Tinubu

From TERESE TUHWA, 
Makurdi

From AMEDU JOSEPH,
 Lokoja

Alia

THE paramount ruler of 
the Atyap Chiefdom, 

Agwatyap in the Zango Kataf 
Local Government Area of 
Kaduna State, Dominic Yahaya, 

recently , donated over N4 
million to 118 orphans out of 
the 267 captured.

The occasion was at the 
launching of a foundation, 

'Jumma Gambo Yahaya 
Foundation' to assist in 
catering for the education of 
the victims of terrorists attack 
in his chiefdom.

"This is meant for their 
scholarship aimed at assisting 
orphans, who lost their 
parents during the attacks in 
their educational careers, " he 
said.

According to the monarch, 
what informed his decision to 
launch the foundation, was 
the giant stride of Governor 
Zulum of Borno State toward 
promoting the education of 
orphans who were victims of 
the Boko Haram crisis. 

He said his chiefdom has 
experienced similar sad 
development, hence the need 
to assist the orphans.

“The several attacks that 
took place in my chiefdom 
from 2020 to 2023, brought 
untold hardship and turned 
my people vulnerable, their 
houses were razed down while 
their loved ones were brutally 
killed,” he said.

He disclosed that his 
chiefdom has experienced 
several killings and a lot of 
NGOs came to their rescue by 
bringing assistance like 
building materials, food 
items, etc. Still, nobody 
thought about the orphans, 
and that occurred to him to 
kick- start the process of 
launching a foundation that 
will cater to their needs.

“The poverty level in the 
village is so much that it is 
difficult for someone to take 
responsibility for his family 
and another person.

We are calling on highly 
spirited individuals, both 
inside and outside the 
country, state and Federal 
Governments to assist by 
keying into this project in 
educating our children.

The monarch explained 
further that this was the first 
batch of the scholarship which 
c u t  a c r o s s  s e v e n  

communities, including Hausa 
Fulanis who were also victims 
of the carnage.

The Executive Chairman of 
the Local Government, 
Francis Zimbo, commended 
the effort of the monarch and 
supported the foundation with 
the sum of N1.5 million while 
urging privileged individuals 
to key into ensuring that the 
victims get the required 
education they need.

Zimbo said the council on its 
own has been doing so much 
in settling the medical bills 
and school fees of some of the 
victims.

The Chairman of the 
occasion, Barnabas Tagan, 
said the Jumma Gambo 
Y a h a y a  F o u n d a t i o n  
Scholarship was a tribute to 
their rich heritage and an 
e m b o d i m e n t  o f  t h e i r  
col lective responsibi l i ty 
towards the most vulnerable 
m e m b e r s  i n  t h e i r  
communities,  stressing that 
this was a reflection of their 
values of compassion, unity, 
and progress.

According to Tagan, this 
effort symbolised their 
unwavering commitment to 
providing hope and a brighter 
future for those who have 
faced adversity.

“Orphans and widows often 
bear the brunt of life's 
harshest trials. They are left 
to navigate a challenging 
world with limited resources 
and support. He however 
noted that it was during these 
times of adversity that we 
must step forward and extend 
a helping hand.

“We launch this scholarship 
with the conviction that 
education is the most potent 
tool for transformation. He 
added  tha t  educa t i on  
empowers individuals to 
break the cycle of poverty, 
opens opportunities, and 
instills self-confidence. It was 
our firm belief that by 
supporting the education of 
orphans, we can uplift entire 
families and, in turn, our 
entire communities.”

Monarch donates N4m for 118 IDPS
From JOHN FWAH,

 Kaduna 

Eset

I,  Formerly known as 
DATONG OLIVER DABOER, 
now wish to be known and 
addressed as DATONG 
DANLAMI DABOER. All 
former documents remain 
v a l i d .  A l l  C o n c e r n e d  
authorities and the General 
public to take note please.

DANLAMI

CHANGE OF NAME
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Renovated Fidelis Tapgun road to CBN roundabout

CBN roundabout renovated

Filin Ball in Nassarawa road to Dilimi needs the State Government attention

First Bank, UBA , UNION Bank  and Revenue House roads

Massalacin Yan taya road to Dilimi

This road from Bauchi Rd junction to Bayan Banki washed out completely

Works in progress at some roads visited

NUJ Press Centre, Hills Station roundabout

GOV MUTFWANG IS WORKING
Plateau State Government is working on the Jos township roads by filling up the potholes as captured by the The Nigeria Standard newspapers photo-

editor
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